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Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!

By Sgt. Tim Broughton
Last week, Highlands Police 

Department had the privilege of  
taking 39 kids shopping for Christ-
mas and the holidays. 

Each year, in cooperation 

with the Macon County Sheriff ’s 
Office “Shop With A Cop” pro-
gram, kids from Highlands School 
are taken shopping by Highlands 
Police officers. 

Shop with a Cop brings 
out the best in all

• See SWAC page 7

HCP Capt. Leah McCall with her recipient decked out in her new coat.

By Kim Lewicki
During the public comment 

period of  the December 12 Town 
Board meeting, four people spoke 
against the Bear Shadow Event 
request on the agenda that was 

set to be discussed by the commis-
sioners.

Having lost access to Wing-
ate Farms, Highlands Events, Inc, 
proposed relocating the 5th an-
nual Bear Shadow event to Kelsey-

Hutchinson Founders Park on 
Pine Street. According to the pro-
posal packet, the festival would 
emphasize wellness, environmen-
tal conservation, and community, 

5th Bear Shadow venue is undecided

Photo by Caroline Cook

By Kim Lewicki
When exactly NC 106 will 

open to through-traffic is up to 
the weather. It could be in as little 
as a week or it could be in two 
weeks. 

“The schedule is changing 
every hour,” said Ryan Bryson, 
president of  Bryson Grading and 
Paving.

Either way, when it opens, it 
will exemplify an incredible feat 
by a bevy of  dedicated Bryson 
Grading and Paving workers.

The day Bryson’s took on 
the job, the date of  January 3 was 
named as the completion date.

And according to Bryson, 
if  the weather cooperates, both 

It looks like 
the opening 
of NC 106 is 
on scheduleBy Brian O’Shea

Plateau Daily News
The Military History class 

at Highlands School received a 
standing ovation after unveiling a 
project they’ve been working on 
for several months that focused 
on the stories of  local veterans 
through in-person interviews con-
ducted by the students.

The group edited clips from 
those interviews together into 
a 45 min. documentary called 
Red. White. Blue. & you, and was 
shown to students, veterans, and 
family members at Highlands 
School on Dec. 13.

Under the guidance of  His-
tory Teacher Caleb Brown, stu-
dents involved in the project in-
clude Anderson Woods, Olivia 
Corbin, Taylor Hays, Jake Smith 
and Alex Barranco.

“I think they truly did an ex-
cellent job,” said Brown. “I’m a 

Highlands students’
history project tells  

local veterans’ stories
believer in giving them a task and 
setting them on their way. If  they 
had a question, I would answer 
it, but they did this all on their 
own. From the interviews, light-
ing, sound, video editing, graphics, 
writing, etc. These five high school 
kids made a profound documen-
tary.”

Over the course of  the as-
signment, students interviewed 
14 local veterans on camera and 
asked them questions about their 
experiences during the time of  
their service. Wars and conflicts 
covered a span from World War I 
to the global war on terror.

Woods said the project had its 
challenges, but he’s happy with the 
final result.

“Editing the whole project 
together took the longest time,” 
said Woods. “The interviews also 
took time, but they were fun be-

But the weather is in charge; 
‘the schedule is changing 

every hour’
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•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

•Weather•

•SnapShot• 

Do you have a heartfelt, 
funny, interesting, or 
beautiful photo you would 
like to share in our new 
“ShapShot” section? 
Email it to highlandsedi-
tor@aol.com or text it to 
828-200-1371, with a 
brief  description and a 
name. No anoonymous 
photos will be accepted.
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...and they 
followed 
the star to 
Bethlehem

I chaired the quarterly Trans-
portation Advisory Com-
mittee of  the Southwestern 

Regional Planning Organization 
last week at Southwestern Com-
munity College. We had several 
presenters, one of  which was 
Wanda Payne, the NCDOT Divi-
sion 14 Engineer. 

Payne gave us a regional up-
date on the aftermath of  Helene 
on the road system in Western 
North Carolina. She emphasized 
that NCDOT had been dealing 
with over 800 road and bridge outages in 
the region. While Division 14, which in-
cludes Highlands, suffered some major out-
ages, Division 13, which is to the east, took 
the major impact of  road damage.

We were shown aerial photographs of  
road washouts and damaged bridges. NC-
DOT has a schedule to address these ma-
jor problems. Payne said that 80% of  the 
road outages should be repaired within the 
6 months after Helene. Included are the 
repairs to NC 106 between Highlands and 
Scaly. The schedule calls for 90% restora-
tion of  damaged roads and bridges within 
the first year of  Helene’s impact. After 2 
years, 100% restoration will be the goal.

One might ponder why 
making all the repairs will take 
so long. The answer is that some 
major highway bridges in the hur-
ricane’s direct path were washed 
away or sustained major damage. 
A case in point is I 40 near the 
Tennessee border. 

The Pigeon River hit I-40 
with an explosion of  water, as 
the photos our committee saw. 
To do a full and permanent repair 
to that section of  I-40 will take a 
long time. The one-lane opening 

on both ways to I-40 scheduled to go into 
operation around the New Year will only be 
a temporary fix.

I asked our division engineer if  the 
rumor of  the fix to I-40 costing around 1 
billion dollars was accurate. Her reply was 
the billion-dollar estimate for a permanent 
solution for that stretch of  the interstate is 
in that ballpark.

Our Transportation Advisory Com-
mittee is tasked with prioritizing road con-
struction projects in the seven-county tip of  
Western North Carolina. We follow a pri-
oritization formula developed by NCDOT 
and approved by the state legislature over a 
decade ago. Prior to Helene, our priorities 
were more than 39 million dollars over what 
NCDOT had allocated, so we were about to 
start the process of  paring down the needs 
to meet the financial realities. 

Payne broke the bad news that with all 
the pressing needs coming from Helene, the 
financial situation would become even more 
dire. The committee came to this meeting 
knowing needs would have to be adjusted 
and project schedules delayed.

At the end of  the meeting, I thanked 
Payne, Division 14, and her staff  for their 
response to the critical situation on NC 106. 
She assured me they are doing everything 
possible to get the road open as soon as 
possible. 

NCDOT is in the same situation as 
building inspectors are in the region. Both 
are under pressure to cut corners to get 
roads open and people back in housing. On 
the other hand, if  best practices are not fol-
lowed, injury and loss of  life could result. 
Public patience is needed and certainly ap-
preciated.

What it takes to fix or maintain NC roads
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Plenty of sunshine Cooler, breezy in the Turning sunny and chilly 
p.m.

Realfeel® 
High: 55° Low: 36° 
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High: 41 ° Low 19° 

ReatFeel® 
High. 39° Low: 22° 

Chilly with sunshine 
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High: 40° Low: 21° 
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Comfort & Joy
Old Edwards Gift Cards

BUY TODAY

Give the Gift of
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

POST AND BEAM... WORK OF ART
4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Private gate, 4.56 Acres

Lake, walking trails, pet friendly
MLS # 106188 Offered for $2,395,000

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from 
everywhere ... on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

...STORIES continued from page 1

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

Christie’s 
International Realty

•InveStIng at 4,118 Ft• 

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

“Let 
Heaven 

and 
Nature 
Sing”

‘O, Little Town of ... Highlands’
“How still we see thee lie. 

Above thy deep and dreamless 
sleep, the silent stars go by. 

Yet in the dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light,

The hopes and fears of  all the 
years are met in thee tonight...”

All due credit goes to the 
Carolist Phillips Brooks, 
who wrote these words in 

1868 for his Sunday School class 
having visited Bethlehem and it’s 
surrounding fields on Christmas 
Eve in 1865. 

The Civil War had ended, and President 
Lincoln had been assassinated. Most carols 
back then emphasized the Glory of  God as 
seen by the Chorus of  Angels. But Brooks 
focuses on the quietness of  Christ’s birth, 
and how little the larger world paid attention. 
But the world needed peace and stillness in 
1865, just as it does now. Could Bethlehem 
(and the birth of  the Messiah) provide it?

It’s made me think a lot about High-
lands, NC, and the town’s ability to provide 
this same peace and stillness in the World. I 
believe it can. 

If  you’re reading this column from New 
Orleans, Charleston, Nashville, Atlanta, Mo-
bile, Tupelo, South Florida, or anywhere in 
between; I know what you’re thinking. What 
does a measly real estate guy know about 
peace and stillness? Good question!

Absolutely nothing. But I live in High-
lands, NC. which qualifies me as an expert 
because this town is all about providing 
peace and stillness. You see it every day.

People come to Highlands because this 
is where you build lasting relationships, the 
kind that become great friendships. As an 
example; it takes a lot longer to check out at 
Bryson’s grocery store in Highlands, because 
everyone is on a first name basis with the ca-
shiers. You’re asked about the kids, the grand 
kids, you discuss the weather which changed 
since you entered the store, and then you 
complain about the rising price of  eggs and 

products (like red wine). 
You need to hang out at 

the local coffee shop. Just like 
in Bethlehem you’ll meet the 
Three Wisemen, who gather 
at the big table in the back of  
Calder’s Coffee nearly every 
morning and solve the world’s 
problems. You’ll not meet a 
nicer or more welcoming bunch 
of  guys. 

While it’s recommended 
you do it every year, at least 
once in your life you need to 
take in the Highlands Christ-
mas Parade. It’s a spectacle of  
Peace and Stillness for all to 

see. One local company Bryson’s Grading 
had a large Christmas Card on their big red 
dump-truck reading “Our Gift this Year is 
to open Hwy 106 as soon as we can!” Now 
that’s a great thing for a small town. 

In the same parade, there’s a guy driv-
ing an old John Deere tractor with a pair 
of  socks on his hands instead of  gloves. 
Highlands has it all! 

There are two reasons Conde Nast 
Traveler just listed Highlands as one of  
it’s “Best Places to Go in 2025.” Peace and 
Stillness. Not unlike Bethlehem, people 
come here to find it. I encourage you to 
embrace the relationships that come along 
with being in Highlands, NC. 

And as the next verse of  “Oh Little 
Town of  Bethlehem” so aptly reminds us:

For Christ is born of  Mary and 
gathered all above. While mortals sleep, 

the angels keep their watch of  
wondering love.

Merry Christmas to you and yours!

• Pat and Bee Gleeson are proud to 
be with a team of  “Helpers” and Real Es-
tate Brokers at Christie’s International Real 
Estate Highlands-Cashiers. You can reach 
us at 828.782.0472. Please stop by for cof-
fee and conversation at 210 N. 5th Street in 
Downtown Highlands.

cause you get to hear their stories. We were 
talking in the back during the documentary 
about things we saw and little changes we 
could make. We were all pretty nervous, but 
it turned out great I think.”

Hays said she was careful throughout 

her interviews given the sensitive subject 
matter and didn’t want to force the inter-
viewees to relive the topics under discus-
sion.

“I was pretty nervous during the in-
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...to be thankful, and we’re thankful for you! 
Wishing you a joyful holiday season filled with love and laughter.

Tis the Season...Tis the Season...
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525
SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

SCAN TO SEE 
OUR LISTINGS!

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957
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•hIghlanDS DInIng•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - 9p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

7 Days a 
Week

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year 
Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Open
7 Days 
a Week

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590
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•DInIng•

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

...SWAC continued from page 1

Remember to shop our toy 
room while you are shopping 

for tasty treats! 

OPEN WED -SAT 
IN DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS WEEK OPEN 
MON, TUE, THUR -SAT 

.s& C Inv 

-+Hiifi♦ 

•letter•

AA is here to help 
24/7 

828.349.4357
For Help 

and 
Information

Don’t Let Your Drinking 
Spoil the Holidays 

CALL

Every holiday gathering can be unforgettable with 
delicious food on your table from Dusty’s!

Appetizers to dessert, entertaining made delicious!

December Open 
Wed-Sat.

Christmas week open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat.
828-526-2762

498 Dillard Road

Dear Editor,
I am writing to share my concerns about tariffs and how 

they might affect everyday prices for all of  us. Mr. Trump said 
during a press conference last week that he cannot guarantee 
that we will not see higher prices at the store even though he 
campaigned on much needed lower prices.

 Tariffs are taxes that the government adds to certain 
imported goods, like electronics, clothes, and food. While they 
are meant to protect American businesses, they often make 
things more expensive for regular consumers.  

What will tariffs mean for consumers?
 When tariffs are added, companies that buy  imported 

goods end up paying more. To cover those costs, they 
increase their prices for consumers. That means we could 
see higher prices on things like smartphones, clothing, 
toys, groceries, and cars among others.   Overall household 
expenses are estimated to cost an additional $1,200 per year 
and it could easily be more.

Trump has said he would implement a 25% tariff  on 
imports from Mexico. In recent years, the US imported 
51% of  fresh fruit and 69% of  fresh vegetables from 
Mexico.  Adding tariffs will mean these fruits and vegetables 
will cost much more at the grocery store. Additionally, there 
is a risk of  retaliatory tariffs from other countries, which 
could further affect trade relations and economic conditions.

 Our leaders should think carefully about the implications 
of  tariffs on those of  us who were promised that the new 
administration would bring lower prices. I must admit that 
promising the relief  of  lower prices during the campaign, 
only to see them rise because of  tariffs, feels like a broken 
promise to the American people.

Constance Neely
Scaly Mountain

Each of  them is always asked to buy at least one gift for 
someone else with their $200, but often, the kids have to be 
encouraged to buy at least one thing for themselves, as they 
want to spend all their money on gifts for their siblings and 
family members. 

Officers, volunteers, and kids all have a great time dur-
ing this event. 

“Each year we enjoy shopping with the kids, but some-
thing was different this year; I felt more joy than I ever have 
in the past,” said Highlands PD Chief  Andrea Holland. 

Highlands Police Department would like to thank ev-
eryone who has donated through the years to the Shop with a 
Cop program; without your donations, this event would not 
have been possible. 

We also want to give a huge shout-out to the Highlands 
Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation for donating coats, 
hats, and gloves to each kid and helping with the event, 
Franklin Walmart for hosting us for the shopping, and each 
of  our volunteers who came to help the kids pick stuff  out.

All donations go through the Sheriff ’s office and are not 
handled by the HPD.. 

If  someone still wants to donate to the cause, they can 
make out a check to Shop with a Cop and take it to HPD 
who will get it to the Sheriff ’s Office

These children used some of their money to donate toys for 
the Toys for Tots initiative.

Our Coffee Bar 
is open to the 

public!

Open
8am to 4pm daily
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All services are in the Sanctuary 
Family-oriented Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service
5pm

Christmas Eve Eucharist Service
(approx. 30 min.) 

7pm
Lessons and Carols

(approx. 30 min.)
9pm

Midnight Eucharist
11:45pm 

(approx. 15-20 min.)

Join us in celebrating the birth 
of our Savior at the

Highlands United Methodist Church

Pastors Randy Lucas and Christine Murphy
315 Main Street • 828-526-3376 • highlandsumc@icloud.com

2:30 pm For years, the chefs at Old 
Edwards Hospitality Group have 
made a generbread house and dis-
played it in the lobby. The scope 
and design differ year to year.

This year, John Sheehan of  
Mountain Life Properties cre-
ated his version of  a gingerbread 
house. It is on display at the 
Mountain Life Properties office.

Gingerbread houses originat-
ed in Germany between the 16th 
and 18th centuries. The word 
“gingerbread” comes from the 
Old French term gingibras, which 
meant “preserved ginger” before 
the 15th century. 

Gingerbread houses became 
more popular after the publica-
tion of  Hansel and Gretel in 1812. 
The story is about two children 
who find a house made of  gin-
gerbread and sweets in the forest. 
However, it’s unclear if  the story 
inspired the gingerbread houses, 
or if  the gingerbread houses in-
spired the story. 

Nuremberg, Germany be-
came known as the “Gingerbread 
Capital of  the World” and spread 
gingerbread across Europe. The 
trend spread to Britain in the 19th 
century and on to America.

Highlands’
bakers 

perpetuate 
the 

worldwide 
ginger-
bread 
house

tradition

The chefs at Old Edwards Hospitality Group create a gingerbread house 
each year and display it in the lobby. 

– Photo by Kim Lewicki

John Sheehan with Mountain Life Properties got into the act this year and 
created his version of a gingerbread house. It’s on display at the Mountain 
Life Properties office at Maple and N. 4th Street.             – Photo by Kim Lewicki
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...STORIES continued from page 4

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Highlands - Cashiers | Asheville | Atlanta

Greenville | Hilton Head | Charlotte

Lake Norman | Mooresville | Wilmington

828.482.5022 | HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

Now Affiliated With 
The Plateau’s Fastest 

Growing Luxury Brokerage
Introducing

CARL ROMBERG 
678.936.9309

PAM NELLIS 
828.787.1895

COLE FUHRMAN 
843.576.9653

Where Luxury Lives

Combining local expertise with the global reach of the iconic Christie’s Auction House and its 
luxury property network, we connect with the world’s most affluent buyers of fine art and real estate.

terviews, I didn’t want to say 
something wrong and bring up 
any more trauma than I had to. 
During each interview, I always 
told them we can stop at any 
time.”

Smith said he feels it’s im-
portant for students to learn 
about past conflicts and what our 
service men and women faced at 
the time.

“Hearing their stories gives 
us a better perspective on past 
wars,” said Smith. “You get their 
point of  view and see how they 
dealt with the challenges they 
faced.”

Corbin interviewed her 
family member David Wyatt, 
who served in Operation Desert 
Storm. She said the interviews 
were the best part of  this project.

“It was kind of  crazy, he 
doesn’t talk about it, ever,” said 
Corbin. “It was cool to hear all 

the veterans’ stories and what they 
went through.”

Barranco said he enjoyed 
the teamwork he shared with the 
other students throughout the 
project.

“I enjoyed the five of  us 
working together the most,” said 
Barranco. “We’re an odd combo 
of  people, but we stick through it. 
Plus, it was a fun experience hear-
ing from the veterans.”

US Marine Corps ret. Captain 
Rick Trevathan served in Vietnam 
and shared his story for the docu-
mentary. After watching the final 
product, he said the students did 
an excellent job in both prepara-
tion and covering relevant topics.

“I think it’s very important 
that the younger generation is 
exposed to the experiences of  
veterans for several reasons,” said 
Trevathan. “As I mentioned, some 
of  our nation’s military involve-

ment has proven historically to be 
unwise and hopefully the younger 
generation will not repeat our mis-
takes. I also think it’s important to 
expose young people to the lasting 
benefits of  military service. Often 
military experience can open doors 
to a brighter future. Military service 
creates a mindset of  service above 
self.”

After the documentary was 
unveiled, Trevathan said it felt 

good to tell his story.
“Personally, I benefited from 

my being asked to resurrect my 
memories and emotions from a 
very impactful time in my life,” he 
said. “As I said in the opening, it 
was the best of  times. It was the 
worst of  times. My Marines will 
always be in my heart. They suf-
fered through incredibly difficult 
times but always moved on with 
smiles on their faces. It created in-

delible memories that never fade.”
Ed McCloskey served in the 

US Marine Corps and said it was 
an honor being asked to partici-
pate in the project.

“I was honored that these 
students indicated interest in 
veterans and the subject of  our 
experience,” said McCloskey. 
“Knowing history guides their 
knowledge going forward, es-

Students and staff with the 14 veterans interviewed for the project.           – Photo by Brian O’Shea

• See STORIES page 16
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•hIghlanDS area eventS•
WINTER 

POOL SCHEDULE
Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-9:45am, and 

Saturday 10am-11pm - 6 lanes.
Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-

11am with Karen Chambers.
Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. 11am-

3:30pm, Friday 11am-1:30pm
 Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-

7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and Sunday 1-6pm
ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meet-

ings” are for anyone who thinks they may 
have a drinking problem or for anyone in-
terested in the A.A. program of recovery. 
Highlands Mountain View Group holds 
open meetings in Highlands at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St., on Mon-
day at 5:30 PM and Wednesday and Friday at 
noon. Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The 
Cashiers Valley Group holds open meetings 
at the Albert Carlton Cashiers Community 
Library Monday at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 
PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, and Satur-
day at 9 AM. For more information, please 
visit www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a 
member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357.

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. every Mon-

day - Friday 10am-1pm indoors for the win-
ter (notice the days and time has changed), 

MOVIE
At PAC complex, see ad on this page.

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS
• Open 10a to 1p. Dec. 20-21; Feb. 7-8 

and 21-22; March 7-8 and 21-22; April 4-5 
and 18-19. For more info, call 828-526-9929.

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at 

the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen Class at 

the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for the 
class is $30 a month. The class is led by Cathy 
Hodgson. Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more information.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s that 
provides grants and loans to women with 
financial need who want to return to school 
or further their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-6:15pm 
at the Hudson Library Meeting Room. 

1st Tues. through Dec.
• HUMC’s Community Table Dinner at 

the Community Building at at 6 p.m. Sept. 3, 
Oct. 1, Nov. 5 and Dec. 3.

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets on al-

ternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. Writers 
still uncomfortable with in-person gather-
ings may participate via Zoom meetings For 
more information contact Bud Katz at either 
828-526-3190 or at budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec Park 8:15-

9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean muscles using 
light weights, body weight, and high repetition 
to shape and tone. Learn proper form and 
range of motion to safely target all muscle 
groups for a metabolic boost and feel great. 

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop for 
Writers – Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM. Facili-
tated by Sam Renken, this group has a simple 
mission: to foster and provide consistent 
community for local writers thereby giving 
writers of all ages and genres the opportu-
nity to write, read, revise, and present their 
work to the group.

• ESL classes are held at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Highlands from 6:30-7:30pm. 
No registration required – just show up and 
participate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 or 
email info@maconncliteracy.org

2nd Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership with 

VAYA Health, is hosting an educational se-
ries on adult mental health topics, held on 
the first Wednesday of each month at 11 
AM. This series is aimed particularly at older 
adults and will focus on mental health topics 
of particular interest to them, but all ages are 

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

Fri., Dec. 20 – 2 & 5:30p
Sat., Dec. 21 – 2 & 5:30p

Sun., Dec. 22 – 5:30p

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20 • Children: $11

boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com 

828-526-9047

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

welcome to attend. The November 1 pro-
gram is Dementia: A Deeper Understanding. 
Reservations are required for this free event. 
To register, stop by the library or call 828-
526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at the 

Hudson Library the second and fourth 
Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of each month to 
help patrons with their tech needs. Bring a 
smartphone, laptop, or other digital device 
to receive free assistance and support. No 
appointments are required - all are welcome.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Methodist 

Church on Spring Street is open from 10a-
6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 
the Rec Park at 5:30. A combo class with dif-
ferent types of exercise. Call the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the Rec 

Park. An exhilarating and fun mix of martial 
arts for a calorie-burning workout. No mar-
tial arts background necessary Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

• At Hudson Library, special children’s 
events will be on tap on Thursday afternoons 
at 3:30 Kids Zone programs. 

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday afternoons 

at 2 PM, there’s a variety of children’s pro-
grams including board games, STEM pro-
grams, and crafternoons. 

Saturdays
• Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & creative 

movement class for Children 3-4. The flow of 
class follows a story or theme that changes 
each month, engaging imaginations! Saturday 
5:30-6:30pm. 828-421-6720

• Adult Ballet - crafted for beginners, but 
mindfully taught for all levels. Ballet is an ex-
cellent way to move, grow stronger, improve 
balance, flexibility and coordination while 
having fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-6720.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

turners Club meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets 

at the First Methodist Church at 315 Main 
St. in their community room/909 chapel. We 
serve breakfast at 9 AM and hold our month-
ly meeting at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans 
to attend - email ncpost370@gmail.com for 
more information or just join us at 9 AM .

Sundays

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Service: 
10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick around for 
visitation and coffee hour immediately after 
service. (Coffee hour is replaced by potluck 
dinner the 1st Sunday of each month). 

Through-March
• The Highlands Parks and Recreation-

managed Ice Skating in the Park The hours 
are Thursdays, 3:30-8pm, Fridays, 3:30–
10pm, Saturdays, 1–10pm, Sundays, 1–5pm. 
The price is only $8, with or without skates. 
Coffee and hot chocolate are available for 
purchase.

Through Dec. 27
• At PAC, Mountain Theater Company’s 

“Home for the Holidays” features an all-star 
cast from across the nation singing festive 
favorites and original holiday arrangements, 
plus dazzling costumes and theatrical magic 
that will leave the entire family in amaze-
ment. 

Thurs., Dec. 19
• Highlander Mountain House final Sa-

lon Series performance of the year featur-
ing The Secret Sisters whose kaleidoscopic 
sound boldly blurs the edges of country-
folk. For tickets, go to highlandermountain-
house.com.

Fri., Dec. 20
• Senior lunch at the Rec Park at noon 

in the Meeting Room. Senior Lunches are 
free and held the third Friday of each month 
through April. 

Sat. Dec 21
• Photos with Santa in the K-H Found-

ers Park.
Wed., Dec. 25
• At the Ruffed Grouse Tavern a cozy 

Christmas Day supper between 2-6 p.m. 
Enjoy signature dishes alongside a roaring 
fire. Reservations required. Go to highland-
ermountainhouse.com.• Lighting of the Me-
norah in KH Founders Park at 5:30pm.

Mon. Dec. 30
• At PAC, Fabulous Equinox Orchestra 

PRE-New Year’s Eve Party and Concert at 
7:30p.

Tues., Dec. 31
• At The Ruffed Grouse Tavern in the 

Highlander Mountain House a multi-course 
New Year’s Eve meal from Chef Adam and 
his team. Reservations required. Go to high-
landermountainhouse.com.

• Upcoming Workshop with Hagan 
Binder Landscape Architects, The Art of Bulb 
Forcing at 4 p.m. Register online at hagan-
binder.com 

May 1-4
• At PAC, Educational Theatre perfor-

mance, Matilda.
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EVERY DAY IS A REASON TO CELEBRATEEVERY DAY IS A REASON TO CELEBRATE
WHEN YOU OWN YOUR OWN HOME.WHEN YOU OWN YOUR OWN HOME.

SCAN THIS 
QR CODE TO 
DISCOVER LUXURY 
LISTINGS AND 
MORE!

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
From Our Home To YoursFrom Our Home To Yours
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338 Main St. • Highlands
526-4777

It’s a Merry Christmas in Highlands!It’s a Merry Christmas in Highlands!

End of End of 
SeasonSeason

 

SALE!SALE!
Holiday

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile on MainHighlands Mercantile on Main

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

Christm
as

SALE!

828-526-5029
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(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats at affordable 
prices!

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your 

Hattitude adjusted!

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

352 Main Street, Highlands
828-526-4994

Jewelry for 
Every 

Occasion!
• Free People • THML 

 • Z Supply 
• Michael Stars 

  • Vintage Havana
  Jeans by:
  Joes • AG 
    • Citizens  
  • Hudson  
  • Mother
  Shoes by:
  • ShuSh 
  • Diba   
  • Blowfish 
  • Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

  

Come dress for Come dress for 
the holidaysthe holidays

Don’t miss our 
upstairs SALE room!

JOHNNY WAS

(828)421-3546
361 Main St 
Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Store-wide
Holiday
SALE!

It’s a Merry Christmas in Highlands!It’s a Merry Christmas in Highlands!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 84th season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p • Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

Holiday 
SALE is on 

NOW!
Save up to 

50% on 
Fall clothing.

Get your holiday 
shopping done 

and save 
$$$

Wishing you & yours 
a blessed & 

Merry Christmas 
from 

The Molly Grace
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Danielle Adriana
Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC • 828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials

Monday 

App
oin

tm
en

ts 

Ava
ila

ble

NOW OPEN!

‘Twas the night before ChristmEX 
by Stuart Armor and Lee LyonsShe: ‘Twas the night before 

Christmas and all through the 
house I awaited the arrival of  my 
old ex spouse.

The kids had been bundled 
up, all with great care to ship 
them off  on this day we once 
shared.

He: Who knew the holidays 
would get so much shorter due 
to the existence of  our court 
imposed order.

Forget about peace to every 
person and nation; fat chance of  
that due to our litigation.

She: It certainly wasn’t my 
fault, naturally, of  course.

He: I guess it’s all mine, our 
bitter divorce. I had to wheedle 
and whine and beg for permis-
sion.

She: While I tried to keep 
some sense of  tradition.

He: It wasn’t this way in 
those early years.

She: Sweetness and laughter 
caused all the tears. It was fun and 
silly, a little frantic.

He: In its own crazy way, a 
little romantic.

She: We’d be up all night, 
assembling toys.

He: A bit of  a hassle, a bit 
of  a joy. I could hardly fit in that 
old Santa suit.

She: But truth be told, he 
looked kind of  cute.

He: I was just at the point 
to stop being mad. As I looked at 
the children, all teary and sad.

She: There was this mo-
ment of  pure Christmas bliss as 
we stood under the mistletoe and 
started to kiss.

He: When out on the lawn 
there arose such a clatter. We both 

ran outside to see what was the 
matter.

She: When what to my won-
dering eyes should appear. But 
his new girlfriend who was calling 
him dear.

He: The moon on her breast 
in the new fallen snow. Dressed 
all in fur from her head to her toe.

She: A bottle of  champagne, 
she pulled straight from her sack. 
And before I knew it, I’d jumped 
on her back.

He: My ex might look old, 
but she’s still lively and quick. I 
knew in a moment I was going 
to be sick. O Connie, how stupid, 
you darn little vixen. This isn’t the 
time for a family mixin’.

She: More rapid than eagles, 
the curses they came. I yelled 
and I shouted and called her bad 
names. Connie ran to the car and 
was gone in a flash. I knew come 
Monday, I’d ask for more cash.

He: Santa zoomed down in 
his sleigh, right out in the yard. 
The elves were dressed up like the 
National Guard.

She: It was Rudolph, him-

self, who blew on a whistle. Then 
Santa tazed us with shiny bright 
pistols.

He: As if  in a dream, I 
opened my eyes. Everything 
looked different, oh what a 
surprise.

She: Had I been shot or had 
I been zapped? It seemed I awak-
ened from a long winter’s nap.

He: Her eyes how they 
twinkled, her dimples how merry. 
Her cheeks were like roses, her 
nose like a cherry.

She: His sweet little mouth 
was turned up in a smile. His 
teeth had been whitened, he 
looked quite in style.

He: She wasn’t chubby or 
plump, rather a vision of  her 
former self. I smiled when I saw 
her in spite of  myself.

She: He seemed rather 
handsome and was no longer 
smelly. Why, he’d quit drinking 
beer and got rid of  his belly.

He: She gave me a wink so I 
must not be dead. And visions of  
co-parenting danced in my head.

She: I didn’t call him a jerk, 
moron or bum. Out it flowed, 
dear, darling and hon.

He: Whatever the reason 
for all the confusion. We’ll always 
be grateful for our little illusion.

She: After all, we still have 
children to raise. And that’s a 
good reason for much thanks 
and praise

He: The children were 
happy and all danced with glee. 
As we opened our presents right 
under the tree.

She: We made a pact that at 
least once a year. We’d treat each 
other with love and good cheer.

He: Santa sprang in his 
sleigh and flew up in the sky

She: And just for a moment 
I wanted to cry.

He: But we heard him ex-
claim as he flew out of  sight

She: Merry Christmas (to 
him).

He: Merry Christmas (to 
her).

Both: And to all a good 
night.
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CHURCH OF THE 
INCARNATION 

LESSONS & CAROLS 
Sunday, December 22 at 10:30 am 

Main Sanctuary 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Tuesday, December 24 at 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm 

Main Sanctuary 
(nursery available) 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Wednesday, December 25 at 10:00 am 

Historic Chapel 
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 

Monday,January 6 at 5:30 pm 
Historic Chapel 

520 Main Street, Highlands, NC 
incarnationwnc.org 

•hoSpItal neWS•

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital

Let’s reflect on the priceless gift of family as 2024 comes to a close

As we approach the holi-
days, and the promise 
that a brand-new year 

holds, I reflect this month on the 
great gifts we received at High-
land-Cashiers Hospital (HCH) 
and Eckerd Living Center (ELC) 
this past year. They were excep-
tional, especially because of  the 
past couple of  months, as we 
have navigated the devastating 
fallout from Hurricane Helene. 
At HCA Healthcare, we believe 
in unlocking possibilities, and we 
eagerly embrace the challenges of  
our profession and welcome new 
opportunities to grow and make 
an impact.

I am always mindful of  how 
special, involved, and supportive 
our community is, but this year, I 
am also thinking about the com-
munities beyond the Plateau. As 
we responded and recovered 
from the storm, our community 
reached out to help out in special 
ways. 

But I have to start by thank-
ing a few from our community 
who helped us during the storm. 
The first is the Highlands cam-
pus of  the Boys and Girls Club. 
When schools closed, we risked 
losing valuable team members. 
They graciously allowed us to use 
their facility to care for children 
of  hospital employees - what a 
gift! I have to add that the pres-
ence of  children as we recovered 
from the storm was uplifting. 
They would make trips to our caf-
eteria or to see some of  the amaz-
ing HCA Healthcare helicopters 
making deliveries. To me there is 
something about the innocence 
and vulnerability of  children that 
puts things in perspective. Their 
laughter and sense of  joy seemed 
to make everything seem okay. 
Their presence was also a gift that 
reminded me our hospital had 
served this community for gen-
erations and would serve future 
generations as well. 

I also have to recognize the 
many volunteers who came to our 

aid when our employees couldn’t 
get gas for their cars. As gas sta-
tions closed, hospital workers 
started sharing that they weren’t 
sure they could make it home and 
back to work due to lack of  fuel. 
When I let it be known we needed 
help, volunteers started coming to 
assist with trailers laden with 5-gal-
lon cans of  gas. As gas deliveries 
showed, grateful hospital workers 
formed a gas line. I had the oppor-
tunity to drive a few cars around 
to get gas, and I was able to feel 
their sincere appreciation. We have 
all heard that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. How true this 
is, and I felt this blessing on many 
occasions during the storm. I am 
sure these community volunteers 
who brought us gas did as well. To 
each of  them, I can only say thank 
you, thank you, thank you!

The aftermath of  the hur-
ricane also saw community mem-
bers coming together and helping 
each other in any way they could, 
which expanded across our entire 
region. This might look like join-
ing together to perform storm 
cleanup and move debris, connect-
ing individuals and families who 
suffered devastating losses with 
the organizations that could offer 
help and resources, serving meals, 
and more. I know many commu-
nity organizations stepped up to 
deliver critical food, water, sup-
plies and equipment to communi-
ties harder hit than the Plateau.

At the heart of  caring for our 
community is inspiring joy, and 
taking care of  others while being 
there for each other. As I wit-
nessed these many acts of  kind-
ness and service, I came to con-
sider the definition of  “family.” 
Specifically, that family extends 
past our immediate family — that 
was certainly proven dramatically 
after the hurricane. The communi-
ties that make up Western North 
Carolina became one big family 
after Helene, as we saw our neigh-
bors engage in acts of  kindness we 
may consider small, but that are, in 

reality, deeply impactful.
These caring deeds are what 

our caregivers do each day also: 
Taking a moment to really listen to 
someone’s storm experience and 
emotions around it, giving a hug 
when needed, and going the extra 
mile when it comes to doing all we 
can to bring comfort to someone.

The needs of  hurricane sur-
vivors can be immense, and for 
those of  us who didn’t sustain the 
loss of  loved ones, damage to or 
destruction of  our homes, or lost 
vehicles due to being swept away, 
there can be some survivor guilt. 
It may help those feeling that way 
to simply trying to get out and 
help those whose lives were up-
ended by the hurricane, to take a 
look and go to where the need is 
greatest. This is a fulfilling way to 
become another member of  our 
regional extended family.

For the last few months of  
this year, I have witnessed our 
HCH and ELC families pulling 
even closer together during the 
wake of  this natural disaster as 
well. The ripple effect of  this com-
passion is evident too, throughout 
our community, the Plateau, and 
the entire Western North Carolina 
region.

At this time of  year and this 
year especially, I want to express 
my deep thanks to another “fam-
ily” who makes HCH, ELC, and 
our community much richer — 
our family of  volunteers. They are 

much appreciated as they assist 
our caregivers and comforted our 
patients in many different ways. 
There really is no substitute for 
their presence and consistency, 
and being able to count on some-
one after we have endured such a 
jarring experience with long-last-
ing implications is something we 
should never take for granted.

It has been a true gift to see 
our definition of  “family” broaden 
beyond our hospital community 
and even community-at-large, to 
envelop our hardest hit communi-
ties, and observe how generously 

individuals and organizations 
have given back to those in need. 
Even through the traumatic time 
that we have all experienced and 
continue to cope with, our entire 
region has united in an unprec-
edented way, thanks to the clear 
vision, powerful intentions, and 
big hearts of  so many.

I extend my wishes for a 
hopeful holiday season to our 
dedicated HCH and ELC team 
members, the committed mem-
bers of  our Plateau communities, 
and all our neighbors in Western 
North Carolina.
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With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Breakfast
8-10:30a

Lunch
11a to 3p

Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
Open Mon. - Sat. for Breakfast & Lunch

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Kathy Manos Penn

•Ink penn•
A new favorite author

Twice this year, I’ve 
reviewed books by 
Jonathan Santlofer. 

I read a review of  his sec-
ond Luke Perrone suspense 
novel, “The Lost Van Gogh” 
and decided to begin with 
the first in the series, “The 
Last Mona Lisa.” 

Both are intriguing mys-
teries that mix in art history 
and the modern world of  art. 
The main character, Luke 
Perrone, is an art history professor and an 
artist who sets out to learn more about his 
French grandfather. The tale is based on the 
true story of  the theft of  the Mona Lisa by 
a Louvre museum guard in 1911, but the 
grandson and today’s art world are all fic-
tion.

Next, I picked up the Van Gogh mys-
tery, described as “another thrilling story of  
masterpieces, masterminds, and mystery.” It 
was every bit as good as the first one, and I 
found myself  hoping for a third Luke Per-
rone outing. 

Imagine how surprised I was to get a 
message from Jonathan Santlofer himself  
thanking me for my review of  his book. It’s 
not often that a bestselling author takes the 
time to personally thank a reviewer. He also 
said he’d look for my books. May I just say, 
wow? We messaged back and forth a few 
times, and I found out that’s he has started a 
third Luke Perrone book. When I indicated 
I planned to read some of  his earlier books, 
he suggested “Anatomy of  Fear,” and that’s 
the subject of  this week’s review.

Anatomy of  Fear
by Jonathan Santlofer

Written in 2007, this novel has nothing 
to do with art history or art theft. Instead, 
the main character is a talented NYPD 
sketch artist who’s more comfortable with 
pencil and paper than he is with people. 

When Nate Rodriguez is called in to 
sketch a killer who leaves behind a drawing 
of  his victim at each crime scene, he also 
analyzes the killer’s artwork. Combining 
what he sees in the killer’s sketches with the 
details from a handful of  witnesses, he goes 
beyond creating an image of  the killer. He 
also develops insight into the killer’s mind, 
the mind of  a fellow artist. What do the 
brushstrokes tell him? Why does the killer 
draw his victims? 

What sets this book apart is the inclu-
sion of  sketches drawn by the author, who is 
also an artist. We see how Nate’s composite 

image of  the killer evolves. 
We see the evolution of  the 
killer’s drawings. It’s easy to 
see why “Anatomy of  Fear” 
won the Nero Award for 
Best Novel.

I admit I was hesitant 
to read this book, as I long 
ago stopped reading nov-
els focused on serial kill-
ers. Jeffrey Deaver was one 
of  my favorites, but I gave 
him up along with all the 

others whose plots were just too dark for 
me. What can I say? Tastes change. And 
change again.

Yes, this book is about the hunt for 
a serial killer, but somehow, there’s more 
to it. Maybe it’s Nate’s back story and his 
relationship with his abuela. Whatever it is, 
I plan to get the second Nate Rodriguez 
book. Can you tell I’m a fan?

Happy reading!
• Award-winning author Kathy Ma-

nos Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her 
cozy mysteries at Franklin Office Supply 
& Gifts, and on Amazon. Contact her at 
inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her 
on Facebook, www.facebook.com/Kathy-
ManosPennAuthor/. 

pecially America’s wars and those who 
fought them. Even though knowing these 
questions were fed to them they seemed 
very interested in our responses. Sorry that 
more of  the interviews were edited as I 
would have wanted to hear more. Caleb 
should be applauded for his guidance to 
these young folks and your interest and 
coverage is always appreciated.”

MC Schools Superintendent Josh 
Lynch said Brown’s Military History class 
did a phenomenal job documenting his-
torical accounts of  major conflicts, includ-
ing the First World War, the Vietnam War, 
Desert Storm, and the Global War on Ter-
rorism. 

“The project showcases interviews 
with veterans who served in these wars, 
offering a unique perspective on their 
sacrifices and experiences,” he said. “This 
project serves as both a tribute to the men 
and women who have dedicated their lives 

...STORIES continued 
from page 9

• See STORIES page 17
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...BEAR SHADOW from page 1

Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

Christmas Eve Masses
Our Lady of the Mountains • 2 pm

St. Jude’s Catholic Church (Sapphire Valley) • 4 pm
Christmas Day Masses

St. Jude's Catholic Church (Sapphire Valley) • 9 am
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church • 11 am

New Year’s Day Masses
St. Jude’s Catholic Church • 9 am 

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church • 11 am

315 N. 5th Street, Highlands • 828-526-2418 
www.olmhighlands.com 

3011 U.S. 64, Sapphire • 828-743-5717 
www.stjudeofsapphirevalley.org

THE CHuRcH oFTHE Gooo SHEPHERD 

Christmas Eve 
December 24 

3:30 pm Christmas Eve Child,·en's Pageant 
5:30 pm Lessons & Carols 

Christmas Day 
December 25 

12:00 pm Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 

offering daytime activities that 
harmonize music, nature, and 
mindfulness, creating a deeper 
connection between mind, body, 
and the great outdoors rather 
than just music and food as in 
the previous four years.

Since the community had 
gotten wind of  the idea, Bear 
Shadow was the subject dis-
cussed during the Public Com-
ment portion of  the meeting.

Each person spoke against 
the location of  the event saying 
the park was too small for such 
a venue, the event would be too 
noisy, too crowded, would cause 
parking problems and defied the 
fact that the park was a “public” 
venue not meant for ticketed 
events.

Though the board was set 
to discuss the matter during 
the meeting, the Bear Shadow 
proposal wasn’t heard. Town 
Manager Josh Ward said he had 
received an email from High-

lands Events prior to the meeting 
requesting the item be removed 
from the agenda.

Consequently, no more dis-
cussion was had regarding Bear 
Shadow, specifically, but the re-
quest prompted the board to dis-
cuss the need to solidify its policy 
regarding ticketed events in the 
park.

Initially, previous boards 
agreed that ticketed events 
shouldn’t be allowed in the public 
park; that events held there had 
to be open to all at no cost and 
any changes to that understand-
ing would be decided by the Town 
Board on a case-by-case basis.

Therefore, over the years, 
ticketed events have been allowed 
in the park – usually if  a portion 
of  proceeds were given to area 
nonprofits – which is why and 
how the Highlands Food & Wine 
Festival (HF&W) which is the 
other event sponsored by High-

lands Events, has been allowed to 
use the park.

In HFW’s beginning days, the 
park was tented and used for every 
aspect of  that festival except for 
the Main Event on Main Street.

Over the years, the number of  
HFW events at the park during the 
festival decreased as other venues 
were used … The Bascom and the 
pit behind Wright Square … but 
still the Truckin’ and A Shot of  Re-
demption aspects of  HF&W were 
often held in the park.

The only other ticketed event 
that has been allowed in the park 
is the Friends of  Founders Park 
shrimp boil fundraiser held in the 
summer with all proceeds going to 
park maintenance and upgrades. In 
that case, only the terraced area is 
used, leaving the rest of  the park 
open to the public.

Commissioners agreed that a 
solid policy needs to be developed 
and discussed during the January 
work session or during the board’s 
annual retreat.

...STORIES from 
page 16
to our country and an invalu-
able opportunity for students to 
connect with local veterans and 
learn their stories firsthand.” 

Lynch said by hearing these 
accounts, young people gain a 
deeper understanding of  the 
costs of  war, fostering respect, 
empathy, and appreciation for 
the resilience and bravery of  
those who served. 

“These stories not only in-
spire gratitude for the freedoms 
we enjoy but also promote a 
sense of  civic responsibility and 
teach valuable life lessons on 
overcoming adversity. Through 
this project, students connect-
ed with veterans’ experiences, 
gained insight into the complexi-
ties of  war, and  learned the im-
portance of  sacrifice and peace,” 
said Lynch. 

The public will have an op-
portunity to view the documen-
tary on Jan. 30 at the Communi-
ty Building next to the ballpark.



• See SPIRITUALLY page 22
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a 
Holy Eucharist Wed: 6p Bible Study and Prayer

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470 www.cashiers.church
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.; 

Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & 11 am; Coffee Hour 

following 11 am Service
Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p

www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

SpIrItually SpeakIng 

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian 
Church, Cashiers

Immanuel

Therefore the LORD Himself  will give you a sign: 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel. Curds and 

honey He shall eat, that He may know to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. For before the Child shall know 
to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you 
dread will be forsaken by both her kings (Isaiah 7:14-16).

We hear in these words that the prophet Isaiah called 
out against those who were ruling Israel. Their tendency 
was to treat the people they ruled with harshness. They 
abused the commands of  the Lord. Isaiah speaks out and 
rebukes their lack of  trust. He gives them a promised sign 
from God. This promise is one of  the Lord’s most fa-
mous.

He says, the Lord Himself  will give you a sign. That 
sign is that a virgin shall conceive and will bear a Son and 
His name will be Immanuel. This prophecy shows us two 
principles of  prophecy. There are two messages in this. 
The first is a present fulfilment and the second in a future 
fulfilment. 

The present fulfillment of  this prophecy centered on 
King Ahaz, the city of  Jerusalem, and the attacks from 
Syria. King Ahaz saw the sign as concerning a time span. 
The span concerned a child’s birth to his ability to know 
to refuse evil and choose good. In that time the land that 
you dread will be forsaken by her kings. What this means 
is that God promised Ahaz a sign. That sign was promis-
ing that within a few years, Syria would be crushed. To 
Ahaz this was a sign of  deliverance.

The future fulfillment of  this prophecy goes well 
passed Ahaz. It reached out into the future to announce 
the miraculous virgin conception and birth of  Jesus 
Christ. We know this passage speaks of  Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit shows this in Matthew 1:23 when He says “Behold, 
the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they 
shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, ‘God 
with us.’” This is also confirmed because it also speaks to 
the house of  David. Isaiah 7:13 “Hear now. O house of  
David.” 

It is clear this passage concerns Jesus and that the 
virgin shall conceive. This conception is to be a sign to 
the whole house of  David. The present fulfilment re-
fers to a maiden giving birth, the future fulfilment clearly 
represents a virgin wonderfully conceiving and bringing 
forth a child. It was by God’s miracle Jesus was conceived 
of  a virgin.

We understand this speaks of  Jesus because it de-
clares He will be known as Immanuel, which means “God 
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•polIce & FIre reportS•
Highlands Police entries 

from Dec. 5. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

Dec. 5
• At 8 a.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident in the Highlands 
School parking lot at the new gym.

• At 2:02 p.m., officers responded 
to a 2-vehicle accident on Satulah 
Ridge Road.

Dec. 10
• At 1 p.m., officers were called 

about vandalism to property at a resi-
dence on Netsi Place where a win-
dow was broken.

• At 1:25 p.m., officers responded 
to a 1-vehicle accident on NC 106 
(Georgia Road).

• At 8:56 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a 2-vehicle accident on Main 
Street.

Dec. 13
• At 11:54 a.m., officers respond-

ed to a 2-vehicle accident on Center 
Drive.

• At 11:30 p.m., officers responded 
to a 1-vehicle accident on US 64 east 
(Cashiers Road).

Dec. 14
• At 4:15 p.m., Kannah Arthur John 

Belflower, 40, of Franklin was arrested 
for failure to appear from another law 
enforcement agency.

• A little after midnight, Rush Van 
Allen, 33, of Cashiers, was arrested for 
DUI, simple assault and resisting ar-
rest. He was issued a $2,500 secured 
bond. His trial date is Jan. 8, 2025.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Dec. 10.

Dec. 10
• At 1:17 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident on US 64 
east (Cashiers Road).

• At 10:41 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a Co2 alarm at a residence on 
NC 106 (Dillard Road).

Dec. 11

REJUVENAT 
LASER CENTER 

Fall in love with your skin this 
November with our ThreeforMe 
laser treatment at 20% off! 

December bring.g saving.g on all 
lnjectables. A Holiday gift: for you or 

someone on your Christmas list! 

Call today for more information. 

Highlands - 828-482-4430 
Franklin- 828-349-1280 

• At 2:15 a.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a location on Main 
Street.

• At 3:03 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on US 64 
east (Cashiers Road).

• At 8:05 a.m., the dept. responded 
to a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 
south (Walhalla Road).

• At 9:50 a.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a location on Main 
Street.

• At 4:03 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a call of a tree in the road on N. 4th 
Street.

Dec. 13
• At 11:50 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on N. 
4th Street.

Dec. 14
• At 9:42 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a Co2 alarm at a resident on N. Big 
Bear Pen Road.

• At 5:24 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Arnold 
Road.

Dec. 15
• At 6:59 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Clear 

Creek Road.
Dec. 16
• At 4:01 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a call of an illegal burn at a loca-
tion on Horse Cove Road.

• At 4:42 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Cypress 

lanes of  NC 106 could be opened – right 
on schedule – by the first week in January 
or it could take a few days less or a few 
days more.

The new piping is in, the bank has 
been stabilized, curbs were poured Mon-
day, and Tuesday the guardrail went up. 
Now it’s all up to the weather.

“All that’s left is paving and striping,” 
said Bryson. “Paving is weather contingent 
… it doesn’t work in the rain or if  the tem-
perature drops below 40 degrees. It takes 
one day per layer, so to do all of  the needed 
three layers, we need three good weather 
days.”

The problem? The asphalt plant is set 
to close Monday, Dec. 23, which is typical 
this time of  year due to the holidays and 
weather, said Bryson. 

“If  they close, they might reopen in 
January if  it’s warm, but weather over 40 
degrees isn’t normal for January and in that 
case the plant would reopen in the spring.”

Though they had hoped to get the 
first layer of  asphalt down Tuesday, Dec. 
17, the rain nixed those plans.

“We ended up losing today [Tuesday] 
and we need three days to pave, so that 
would be Wednesday, Thursday, and Fri-
day,” he said. “If  we end up losing one of  

those days to weather, with the holidays it 
will most likely be the week of  January 6 be-
fore the asphalt plants try to open again so 
that we can try to finish up.”

According to NC DOT – which has 
been on site and monitoring throughout 
the job – they could open the road with one 
layer of  asphalt which could then be striped 
and finish the rest of  the paving later, but 
that isn’t the preferred plan.

“NC DOT has been helping whenever 
they can,” said Bryson. “They are working 
with us because they want this road open 
as bad as we do. If  the weather cooperates, 
we can at least get one layer of  paving down 
and then, if  we have to, can come back in 
the spring to put the other two layers on.”

Since Nov. 15 when Bryson Grading 
and Paving officially started work on the 
NC 106 blowout, 50+ employees have liter-
ally been working day and night in wet and 
frigid weather.

The job that’s been done in a little over 
a month is phenomenal, said Bryson. 

“Our guys have been working their 
butts off  out here at 2, 3, 4 and 5 in the 
morning in 10-degree weather,” he said. 
“What they’ve done is above and beyond 
and sincerely appreciated.”

...NC 106 continued from page 1
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
Christmas Service is Dec. 22

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

•claSSIFIeDS•
LOST
LOOKING FOR THE RIGHTFUL OWNER 

of a canoe that was left at Mirror Lake bridge. If you are 
missing an Old Town canoe, please call 205-577-6630. 
(st. 11/7)

FOR SALE
LOT WITH SPECTACULAR VIEW and 

easy to build upon in Eagle Ridge in Wyndham Sap-
phire Valley Resort. 4,000 feet elevation. Make an 
offer. Call 828-743-2655. Membership to the resort 
with all amenities included. (12/5) 

PETS FOR SALE – Shih Poo Puppies. All shots. 
Call 706-970-1558. (st. 11/7)

LAND FOR SALE - 2 tracts, 7.5 miles south 
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best 
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring 
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000. 828-
974-1137. (2/6/25)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 
828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k 
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run 
to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more 
info. (st. 11/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV 
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full 
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed. 
$195,000. For more info call 828-421-1709 or email 
bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
MIRROR LAKE 2/2 COTTAGE. Newly Reno-

vated. six months to one year lease. Available starting 
February 2025. For more information email Scott@
CottageConcierge.biz (st. 12/12)

2/2 FURNISHED RENTAL only minutes from 
Cashiers crossroads. King beds, fast internet, paved ac-
cess in a quiet safe neighborhood. 8-12 month lease. 
$2,600 month plus electric. No pets. 828-577-0748. (st 
12/5)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 
bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between Highlands 
& Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, & wash-
er/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy (706)982-0444 or 
(828)482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED
LEGAL ASSISTANT needed part time for 

Highlands law office.  Contact 828-421-8519. (st. 12/5)
SERVICES 
CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experience 

available for part-time personal care, errands, transpor-
tation, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. Robert 
Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior 
painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/
decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600. (12/26)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP SERVICE 
Complete property cleanup - house, garage, property, 
etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or 
DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

Join Our Team 
as the 

Digital Marketing Coordinator!
The Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, 

NC is looking for a part-time Digital Marketing Coordina-
tor to collaborate with our Marketing & Communications 
Director to create engaging content, track key metrics, and 
maintain our digital presence. Your contributions will play a 
pivotal role in showcasing the beauty and rich culture that 
Highlands, NC has to offer.

Key Responsibilities
• Social Media & Web Content: Develop and implement 

compelling content and monitor performance metrics.
• Email Marketing: Create and distribute regular e-

newsletters for the community, members, and visitors.
• Data & Reporting: Gather and manage data to gener-

ate insightful reports and maintain accurate distribution lists.

What We’re Looking For
• Marketing Knowledge: Experience with social media, 

public relations, and digital marketing strategies.
• Tech Savvy: Proficient in Microsoft Office, CRM plat-

forms, and e-communication tools.
• Organized & Detail-Oriented: Able to juggle multiple 

tasks efficiently while maintaining a positive attitude and 
keen eye for detail.

Why Join Us?
• Collaborative Team: Be part of a passionate team that 

values creativity and community impact.
• Make a Difference: Help shape the way people experi-

ence and connect with Highlands, NC.

Ready to Apply?
If you’re self-driven, tech-savvy, and knowledgeable 

about Highlands, NC, we’d love to hear from you! Visit 
www.highlandschamber.org/live-work/job-board to learn 
more and apply.

Predator 
Self Defense

Byrna Co2 Launcher 
Product Sales and Training

Justin Kingsland
8643734022

Predatorsd.com

Tudor Hall Tudor Hall • • hide28741@gmail.comhide28741@gmail.com

Local Taxi Local Taxi • • Airport Rides Airport Rides 
Deliveries Deliveries • • Vehicle TransportVehicle Transport
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

•BIz/org neWS•

 Hagan Binder Landscape 
Architects, a full-service firm 
based in Highlands, North Caro-
lina, is redefining outdoor spaces 
with its innovative approach to 
design, construction, and mainte-
nance. Known for creating time-
less landscapes that harmonize 
with the natural environment, the 
firm has recently expanded its of-
ferings to include comprehensive 
installation and maintenance ser-
vices for its design clients, ensur-
ing seamless execution and long-
term care for their projects.
Fine Tools: A Commitment to 

Timeless Craftsmanship
In 2024, Hagan Binder 

Landscape Architects introduced 
Fine Tools, a curated garden tool 
shop. Featuring high-quality out-
door furniture and garden imple-
ments such as shovels, pitchforks, 
and trowels imported from the 
Netherlands and France, Fine 
Tools celebrates durability and 
thoughtful design. In addition to 
curating tools, Fine Tools designs 
its own products, starting with the 
innovative nursery bucket mover, 
which simplifies the process of  
transporting plants and heavy 
containers. Fine Tools offers 
seasonal garden supplies - bulbs, 
seeds, potting materials, pots and 
other accoutrements for the dis-
cerning gardener.

Land Plan: A proprietary 
cloud-based blueprint hosting 
service targeted towards his-
toric preservation and estate 

properties.
 Land Plan combines hard-

ware and software by placing 
custom brass plaques with QR 
codes on properties, providing 
instant access to critical infor-
mation such as historic docu-
ments, maintenance schedules, 
Landscape Plans, Architectural 
Plans and surveys. This unique 
integration streamlines property 
management, empowering own-
ers, contractors and caretakers to 
preserve and maintain landscapes 
with precision and ease.

A unified approach to land-
scape care, Hagan Binder Land-
scape Architects, offers a holistic 
solution for creating, document-
ing, and maintaining outdoor 
spaces. From their design exper-
tise as Licensed Landscape Archi-
tects to Fine Tools’ craftsmanship 
and Land Plan’s technological 
innovations, the firm provides 
clients with the resources they 

need to steward their landscapes 
effectively.

“Our goal is to support 
every stage of  a property’s life, 
from its initial design to its on-
going care,” says Ashley Hagan 
Binder, Owner of  Hagan Binder 
Landscape Architects. “The Fine 
Tools shop reflects our love for 
craftsmanship, while Land Plan 
ensures that clients can manage 
their properties with confidence. 
With the addition of  construc-
tion and maintenance services, 
we can now bring our designs to 
life and ensure their longevity.”

Hagan Binder Landscape 
Architects is a full-service Land-
scape Architecture firm based 
in Highlands, North Carolina. 
Specializing in outdoor spaces 
that merge beauty and func-
tionality, the firm offers design, 
construction, maintenance, and 
innovative solutions through its 
Fine Tools shop and Land Plan 
software. Ashley Hagan Binder is 
a Licensed Landscape Architect, 
Arborist, and an FAA Licensed 
Drone Pilot; dedicated to serving 
the unique biological region of  
the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau. 
Her gardens reflect her unique 
perspective and attention to 
detail, blending a sophisticated 
understanding of  hardscape and 
grading with the artistic and bio-
logical knowledge of  native and 
adapted plants and annuals that 
thrive in the Mountain region.

Website: https://haganbin-
derdesign.com

Ashley Hagan

HaganBinder Landscape Architecures offering 
‘The Art of Bulb Forcing’ workshop Jan. 23

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18
with us.” This has a two-fold 
meaning. This word Immanuel 
acknowledges Jesus as the deity 
of  God. It also shows Him and 
His nearness to man. I shall be 
your God, and you shall be My 
people.

There is no doubt Jesus is 
truly Immanuel, God with us. 

Here, is the wonderful word of  
Christmas – Jesus as God the Son 
in His humanity and deity walked 
with us. He shared our worldly 
experience completely. He knew 
that experience because He was 
fully human. Jesus is nowhere in 
the Scripture call Immanuel, yet 
we clearly see He certainly ful-

filled the name.
Place your trust in Imman-

uel, Jesus Christ, and rest on this 
wonderful truth, “I shall be your 
God, and you shall be My peo-
ple” and you will be filled with 
the wonderful grace that comes 
from the account of  Christmas.
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Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

10

5

13
Martin-Lipscomb 

Performing Arts Center 
(PAC)

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUPALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Far from the 
maddening crowd.

Only 15 minutes to 
Highlands, this  

custom built  
family legacy home 
has “forever” views,  

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
office, 2 living rooms, 

wet bar.

Offered for 
$1,890,000

2514 Buck Knob Road
Scaly Mountain

Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street



HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 828-506-0173 
Office: 828-526-4663 
debby@landmarkrg.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
7 days 

Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-9p

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed. through Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

It is a privilege to work with you.

#1 Broker
in HCMLS

$1 BILLION
Total Career Sales Volume

TOP
100 Sotheby’s International Realty Agent Worldwide

Thank you.

TOP
Broker in North Carolina since 2016

JODY LOVELL | (828) 226.6303

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 
5:30-9p 
7 Days 
a week

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5
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