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By Brittney Lofthouse
In an appeal to the Macon 

County Board of  Commissioners, 
newly elected Highlands Town 
Board member Jeff  Weller pas-
sionately championed the cause 
of  constructing an all-inclusive 
playground in Highlands. 

Accompanied by fellow 
commissioner Brian Stiehler, 

Highlands commissioners 
advocate for new playground 

in Highlands

Mountaintop Art & Craft show is Sat. & Sun.

Get ready for the 18th Annual Mountaintop Art and Craft show in Highlands, in KH Founders Park on Pine 
Street. The two-day event is Saturday, June 29 from 10a to 5p and Sunday, June 30 from 10a to 4p. Rain or shine. 
There will be more than 100 exhibits as well as live music and food options.

- Photo by Cyntia Strain

By Kim Lewicki
At the June Town Board 

meeting the final town budget for 
FY 2024-’25 at $45.2 million was 
adopted with amendments.

Since the May meeting when 
the FY 2024’25 budget was ac-
cepted by the board at $44.9 mil-

Town adopts $45.2M budget for FY ‘24-’25

lion, the budget request increased 
to $45.2 million due to carryover 
capital projects from the FY 2023-
’24 budget. The increase will come 
out of  the undesignated fund bal-
ance.

Town Manager Josh Ward said 
specifically the increase is due to 

$27,000 for the tank replacement 
project, $27,000 for striping on 
Little Bear Pen Road, $51,000 for 
ongoing sidewalk repairs, $25,000 
for a snowplow and spreader, and 
$82,000 for the community build-
ing renovation project which will 

Increase from FY ‘23-’24 $29.6M budget is due to capital project grant funding for Dog 
Mountain water line, Mirror Lake dredging, water plant improvements and more.

Weller presented a compelling 
case for the $1.6 million project, 
highlighting its potential to serve 
children with disabilities and 
bring families together.

“I know every time you all 
see me coming,” Weller began, 
acknowledging his frequent ap-
pearances before the board on 

Appeal goes out to Macon County and Highlands

Commissioners move on 
amortization ordinance

By Kim Lewicki
At the June Town Board 

meeting, commissioners voted 
4-1 to send ordinance verbiage 
to amortize short-term rentals 
beginning Sept. 15, 2027 to the 
Planning Board.

The current verbiage in the 
Unified Development Ordinance 

is: Notwithstanding anything in 
this UDO, short-term rentals in 
operation as of  September 15, 
2022 are nonconforming uses in 
the R-1 and R-2 zoning districts.

The proposed amended 
verbiage is: Notwithstanding 
anything in this UDO, short-

Commissioner Patterson says Highlands is a  
resident town not a visitor town
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My first task in the 
morning is to walk our 
dog, Zoe, for a mile or 

so. Sallie and Zoe, the two fe-
males of  the household, gave 
me his task. It is a routine that I 
must follow or suffer the conse-
quences of  dereliction of  duty.

So, last Tuesday at about 8 
a.m., I put Zoe on the leash, and 
we proceeded to our daily route 
down Cullasaja Drive from our 
home on Pinecrest Road. This 
route entails taking a short turn 
on US 64 to proceed down the half-mile 
stretch on Cullasaja.

Zoe is very anxious when we arrive at 
US 64 and the corner of  Cullasaja because 
large trucks are normally on the highway, 
making a lot of  noise. Zoe is a sensitive 
dog and hates loud noises. 

We had just made the turn onto Cul-
lasaja when Zoe and I were suddenly star-
tled by a loud, continuous horn from a ve-
hicle. She jumped around to see what was 

happening, and I initially thought 
a traffic accident on 64 was im-
minent. But that was not the 
case. A white pickup truck was 
coming down US 64 and headed 
to town at about the speed limit 
of  25. Behind the truck was a 
maniacal-looking driver behind 
the wheel of  a black Audi sedan, 
sitting on his horn for about 10 
seconds as he tailgated the truck.

As the two vehicles passed 
by, I wondered what was the 
problem? Was the person fever-

ishly honking his horn, angry that the truck 
was going too slow? Was the honker late for 
work? Had the honker been cut off, or had 
there been a hit-and-run fender bender? 
As the two vehicles traveled toward town, 
I worried this situation might evolve into 
a road rage situation. Later on, I checked 
with the police to see if  it had. Fortunately, 
it had not. 

This incident illustrates something I 
wrote about just a few weeks ago. If  one 
is coming to Highlands from a large urban 
area leave the metropolitan baggage there; 
don’t bring it to this peaceful mountain 
sanctuary. If  I had been in New York, Mi-
ami, or Atlanta and heard the angry Audi 
driver using his car horn as a type of  per-
sonal weapon, I could accept it as just an-
other action of  big city life. 

Such behavior in Highlands isn’t nec-
essary or acceptable, and it can be danger-
ous, as it can lead to an escalation with seri-
ous ramifications. In these cases, it is always 
better to take the side of  patience. Don’t 
overreact, and if  possible, allow the trou-
bled driver to pass.

By the way, road rage is not something 
limited to big cities. Several weeks ago, in 
Glenville, there was a road rage incident 
where shots were fired into a vehicle with 
three occupants. The good news is that the 
one person who was hit in the car will re-
cover. I hope the perpetrator gets the full 
review from our justice system. Not being 
kind and considerate can have tragic con-
sequences.

To end on a positive note, we are Bee 
City! We are also a bird sanctuary. As a 
civil and caring community, we are also a 
BEE Kind City! Our Highlands-Cashiers 

Please leave your road rage 
in your hometown
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Peggy Crosby Center 
PEGGY'S HEROES 2023

The Board of Directors, Staff and Tenants of the Peggy Crosby Community Service Center are grateful for the generosity of our 2023 Donors. 

THANK YOU! 
FRANKLINIA CLUB 

Cullasaja Women's Outreach • Kitty & Glenn Bosio • Gina Cogswell Laurel Garden Club• Mountain  Findings • Leslye & Barry Seidel Becky & Tom Willis• Martin Wistar Gary Bequest 

RHODODENDRON CLUB 
Lucinda Cannon • Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Conlee• Ronald & Marjory ElliottThe Hack Foundation• The Samford-Cannon Foundation• Barry & Paula JonesMr. Jim Kimmel• Frank M. Langford, Jr.• Ben & Cheryl MagoonMarianne & Mark Mahaffey• H.G. Ray Sr. Foundation• Robert E. & Susan SmithBob & Sandie Trevathan• Jane S. Webb

MOUNTAIN LAUREL CLUB 
Melissa & Brad Beard• Debi & David Bock• Dr. Kay Kramer and Frank CohenCindy & Randy Foster• Dr. David & Vesta Jones• Charles & Elizabeth KingFran & Dennis Leftwich• Dr. James Rayner & Mrs. Mary Sharp RaynerLisa & Bill Richards• Linda & Paul Schowalter

FORSYTHIA CLUB 
Vickie Betts• Berkshire Hathaway Meadows Mtn. Realty• Karyn & Jack BrinsonSheila & Jim Bryson• Janet & Richard Chitty• Andrew Chmar• Bonnie & Tom Geyman Robert Haynes• Robert Holt• Nancy & John Ludwig• Ellis & Gordon McIntyreThe Samford T. Myers Family• Al & Martha Pearson• Larry Ray• Cheryl & Hugh Sargent Leonard Cary Saurage II• Kathy & Fred Smith

FRIENDS OF THE PEGGY 
Joan & Jay Betts• William & Sally Blank• Susan Day• Dr. & Mrs. Dennis DiSantisJoan & Bill Dyer• Christopher & Rachel Dyer• Dr. Don & Mary Evelyn FeibelmanPaul Field• Carolyn Adams & Dan Fuller• Don & Sara Mac GermanoLinda & David Green• Noelle Haft• Janice & Keith Hall• Vicki & Arthur HellerPam Howard• Lila & Slocum Howland• Julia & Edwin HusseyMr. & Mrs. Richard Kohn• Mr. & Mrs. William Mauldin• Joyce & Tom StriblingBarry Strom• Donna Woods & Marty Rosenfield• Peter & Joan Worthy

904441 

•Biz/org news•

From left: President Dave O’Harra, Jill Helmer, Lou Rosebrook.

Rotarian Lou Rosebrock volunteer and treasurer at Mountain Findings which is an all-
volunteer 501(c)3 thrift store here in Highlands spoke at Rotary last week. With a 9-member 
Board of  Directors, Mountain Findings has a staff  of  40 volunteers. With very low overhead, 
Mountain Findings is able to donate 90% of  all proceeds to local nonprofits. Since its’ modest 
beginnings in 1969, this organization has donated approximately 5.5 million dollars back 
into our community while also funding $50,000 in scholarships to local students for further 
education, whether it be for college or technical education. Also joining Lou at the meeting 
was Jill Helmer, President of  the Mountain Findings Board of  Directors.
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

highlandermountainhouse.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p (and during Music in the Park Saturday nights!)

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

7 Days a 
Week

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year 
Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Open
7 Days 
a Week

Open for
 BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

highlandsburrito.com 
Dine in or Pick up To Go  •  (828) 526-9313

•Dining•
A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL 

COFFEE BAR NOW OPEN 

Th1mday through Sunday -- Ji-om Sam --

790 North +ch Street, Highlands I info@oucposcinnhighlands.com f 828-482-7716 

Edelweiss Pastry Boutique 
Homecrafted Scratch Bakery 

Desserts made from fine ingredients and 
Belgium Chocolate

Weddings, Catering, Bread, Patisserie and 
Custom Cakes

10a-4p Wednesday-Sunday
828-200-2700

892 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

•oBituaries•
Dr. James Vernon Barrett Jr

Dr. James Vernon Barrett, Jr., 73, of  Highlands, NC 
passed away Friday, June 7, 2024. He was born on February 
9, 1951, in Dothan, AL, to the late James Vernon Barrett, 
Sr. and Annie Louise Bruner Barrett.

James was a member of  the Cathedral Church of  the 
Advent in Birmingham, AL and the Church of  the Incar-
nation in Highlands, NC. He practiced dentistry in Fayette, 
AL, and was later employed with Protective Life in Bir-
mingham. Dr. Barrett was a member of  the Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon Fraternity. He graduated Birmingham-Southern 
College in 1973. He received a master’s degree from Sam-
ford University in 1975 and then graduated from the Uni-
versity of  Alabama School of  Dentistry in 1980.

Survivors include his beloved wife of  44 years, Mari-
lyn Barrett, a sister, Cynthia Wingard (Charles) of  Birming-
ham, AL, and many nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of  Life service was held June 26, 2024, 
in the chapel at Church of  the Incarnation in Highlands. 

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfu-
neralhome.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory of  Frank-
lin, NC is honored to serve the Barrett family.

• See LETTERS page 19

•letters•

Dear Editor,
Despite Save Highlands’ hopes for an amicable ending 

to the ongoing STR lawsuit, we are aware of  Commission-
ers Patterson’s and Stiehler’s intent to persuade the plan-
ning board and remaining commissioners to terminate all 
short-term rentals in town beginning in 2027.

It is our sincere hope that the remaining members will 
tread forward with reason and independent thought, heed-
ing the legal advice of  the town’s paid legal council over the 
whims of  those aforementioned commissioners. 

Amortization is not a tool meant to be weaponized 
against property owners and it sets a dangerous precedent 
not only for STRs, but for everyone who owns property in 
Highlands. 

A vote for amortization will catapult the town into at 
least one lawsuit and will likely amass hundreds of  thou-
sands of  dollars in legal debt to be paid for by local taxpay-
ers. 

Again, we are hoping for an amicable resolution, but 
should the Town choose to ignore the advice of  their le-
gal council, we will pursue justice through our only means 
necessary--the law, which we steadfastly and unequivocally 
believe is on our side.

Save Highlands

Highlands should listen to 
its paid legal counsel

Friends & Clients!
Please come to a 

Memorial Gathering 
for

Barbara Green

Monday, July 8
1-3 p.m.

at
Wolfgang’s Restaurant
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Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

Proudly Serving Our 
Mountain Communities. 

Over 25 years of time-tested investment discipline, 
helping clients achieve their goals. 

Marci Sherwood 
Highlands 

Donald Jowdy, Founder 
Tampa - Highlands 

Robin Cook 
Sanibel - Highlands 

SUNCOAST 
EQUITY MANAGEMENT 

PROSPERITY ADVISORS 

Highlands I Tampa I Sanibel 
828-487-8009 I SuncoastEquity.com I 431 N. 4th Street, Highlands 28741 

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC, 
a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered Investment Advisor. 

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft. •

John Sheehan, 
Broker 

Mountain Life 
Properties

828-239-8814

Enhance your home’s value and mountain 
lifestyle with a well-designed outdoor 

A mountain home is more 
than just a place to live 
— it’s a sanctuary, a re-

treat from the hustle and bustle 
of  everyday life. 

One of  the most effective 
ways to improve the value of  
your serene escape is through 
the design and creation of  a 
well-crafted outdoor space. 
Here’s how a thoughtfully de-
signed outdoor area can trans-
form your mountain home into 
a valuable and enviable property.

First, imagine a space that 
allows you to fully embrace and 
connect with the natural sur-
roundings. By creating spaces that highlight 
views, incorporate native plants, and blend 
seamlessly with the environment, you en-
hance your home’s appeal and value. 

Imagine sipping your morning coffee 
on a rustic deck overlooking a misty range 
or hosting a dinner party in a garden that 
seamlessly integrates with the forest. 

When considering the design, ensure it 
effectively expands your living area, provid-
ing additional room without the cost of  an 
actual extension. Patios, decks, and outdoor 
kitchens offer places for relaxation, din-
ing, and entertainment, making your home 
more versatile and spacious. This is attrac-
tive to potential buyers, thereby boosting 
your home’s market value. The aesthetic 
impact is paramount too. 

Curb appeal is crucial in real estate, 
and a beautiful outdoor space can sig-
nificantly enhance the first impression of  
your mountain home. Landscaping that 
complements the natural surroundings and 
features like water elements, fire pits, and 

well-placed lighting can create 
a visually stunning and inviting 
atmosphere. 

This aesthetic appeal can 
be the key factor that sets your 
home apart in a competitive 
real estate market. 

A home’s privacy and se-
curity can be improved too. 
Strategically placed trees, 
shrubs, and natural fences can 
create barriers that provide 
seclusion from neighbors and 
passersby. 

Also, consider how your 
design can be leveraged for 
entertaining and building a 

sense of  community. Your outdoor spac-
es should serve as gathering places for 
friends, family, and neighbors, enhancing 
your and their mountain life experience. 

Features like fire pits, walking gar-
dens, and stone patios with seating areas 
are perfect for hosting get-togethers, en-
abling your home to be a hub for social 
activity.

This communal aspect not only en-
riches your mountain living experience 
but also adds intangible value to your 
property. 

In conclusion, a well-designed out-
door space is more than a luxury—it’s an 
investment in your home’s value and your 
quality of  life. You can transform your 
mountain home into a haven that is both 
personally rewarding and financially ad-
vantageous. 

Whether you plan to stay for decades 
or consider selling in the future, the ben-
efits of  a thoughtfully designed outdoor 
space are undeniable.            

Filing for Macon County 
School Board Elections ends July 5

The filing period for candidates in-
terested in running for the Macon County 
School Board have until noon, July 5, to 
submit their candidacy for three crucial 
seats.

The elections will cover District 1 
(Highlands), a seat currently held by Hil-
ary Wilkes, District 2 (Nantahala), a seat 
currently held by Melissa Evans, and an 
At-Large seat for District 4, currently held 
by Jim Breedlove, who also serves as Chair-
man of  the board. 

As of  Tuesday evening, three candi-

dates have filed for the District 4 at-large 
seat - Incumbent Jim Breedlove, Danny 
Reitmeier, and John deVille. Incumbents 
Wilkes and Evans have also filed.

The MC School Board holds sig-
nificant responsibility in overseeing the 
district’s educational policies, budget al-
locations, and administrative appoint-
ments. Effective leadership on the board 
ensures that the educational standards and 
resources provided to students meet the 
community’s expectations and state re-
quirements.
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• See AMORTIZATION page 14

...MAYOR continued from page 2

Community Day!
11 AM - 2 PM | FREE 

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC 
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

JU
LY

Artist Demonstrations 
& Activities

Empty Bowls 

Join us at The Bascom for a day of 

free and abundant art experiences 

for the entire community. 

Teddy Bear Clinic

Free Popcorn!

•• Open for the last 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand woven oriental rugs.1housands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world. HAND CLEANING• RESTORATION• APPRAISALS 

It’s 4th of July! 35% to 55% off
25% off all Cleaning & Repairs!

Health Foundation, in partnership with 
the Counseling Center of  Highlands, initi-
ated the BEE Kind program this year. Be-
ing kind to others and understanding one 
another is a pillar of  a healthy community 
and personal well-being. I hope as we go 
through this busy and exciting time of  the 

year, we all will remember to be kind. 
As a matter of  safety, I have asked our 

law enforcement agencies to continue to 
be on the lookout for aggressive and reck-
less drivers, but the real enforcement has 
to come from all of  us motorists in being 
mindful, calm and patient.

term rentals in operation as of  September 
15, 2022 are nonconforming uses in the 
R-1 and R-2 zoning districts until Septem-
ber 15, 2027. After September 15, 2027, 
short-term rentals are not permitted in the 
R-1 or R-2 zoning districts, and all short-
term rentals in those districts must be dis-
continued.

True to character, Commissioner Jeff  
Weller voted against sending the proposed 
verbiage to the Planning Board because he 
didn’t think amortization should be on the 
table.

“We have problem houses, and we 
need to deal with those, but I am not in 
favor of  sending this to the Planning Board 
because I am not going to be in favor of  
it if  it comes back for us to amortize,” he 
said. “There should be regulations and 
rules and we need to understand the best 
way to enforce our ordinances, but we are 
heading in the right direction with the cur-
rent ordinance.” 

During the public comment Thursday 
night, STR owner Kevin Gabbard said that 
the current ordinance has allowed him to 
keep running his in-town STR, which is 
how he makes his living, but the proposed 
verbiage would affect him greatly.

“It’s been a couple of  years, and now 
we’re back on this topic again and you’re 
trying to eliminate my livelihood,” he said. 
“I’ve had no issues with my STR and from 
what I hear there are very few issues in 
town. Why are we still going down this this 
road? And you have heard the town attor-
ney’s advice and the fact that there is not 
a local government in North Carolina that 
has attempted to amortize. I think taxpay-
ers’ money is better spent in town on the 
electrical system, sewer system and town 

repairs instead of  STR legal costs.”
For Commissioner Brian Stiehler, 

who first brought up amending the ver-
biage in the UDO to amortize STRs, the 
issue is personal.

“In my Mirror Lake neighborhood 
I have multiple problem houses, but for 
now we are just talking about sending this 
to the Planning Board. There will be plen-
ty of  time to discuss more. There will be 
a public hearing and we will hear all this,” 
he said.

But Mayor Pat Taylor, Attorney Bob 
Hagemann and Commissioners Amy Pat-
terson and Weller had plenty to say.

“I have made my position clear. 
Whereas I think everyone’s goal would 
be to see a reduction in STRs in residen-
tial areas, I feel like we ought to stay the 
course and if  necessary, improve our en-
forcement. That is a change in my past 
position, but I will respect the board re-
gardless of  the outcome,” said the mayor.

Attorney Hagemann spoke at length 
regarding the outcome of  adopting the 
amended verbiage to do away with STRs 
in R1 and R2 by Sept. 15, 2027 and the 
town’s chances of  winning a legal battle 
in the courts.

Though North Carolina courts have 
only ruled for amortization on billboards 
which are a visual nuisance on highways, 
when drafting the verbiage as requested, 
he picked the amortization period of  five 
years because the courts would likely con-
sider that period reasonable and because 
he is confident that the legal challenge 
will take that long to go through the trial 
court, the court of  appeals and possibly 
an appeal to the state supreme court. 

...AMORTIZATION continued from page 1
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Program Highlights

To register for these and other CLE
programs, please visit clehighlands.com

(828) 526-8811

office@clehighlands.com

Gelli Printing (A Creative Workshop)
Instructor: Cindy Guinn, Monday, July 1, 10am-noon,
$70/$80

Barbary Pirates: Politics, Faith, and Violence on
the Mediterranean
Presenter: Max Owre, Monday, July 1, 2-4pm, $30/$40

The French Foreign Legion and its
Colonial Legacy
Presenter: Max Owre, Tuesday, July 2, 10am-noon,
$30/$40

Apple Maps
Presenter: Loraine Smith, Tuesday, July 2, 1-3pm,
$40/$50

Fitness and Health Apps
Presenter: Loraine Smith, Tuesday, July 2, 3:30-
4:30pm, $40/$50

Notable Music Encounters: Beethoven
and Brahms
Presenter: Scott Yoo, Friday, July 5, 10am-noon, $30/$40

A Citizen’s Guide to Election 2024
Presenter: Chris Cooper, Tuesday, July 9, 10am-noon,
$30/$40

Mono-Printing and Stamping (A Creative Workshop)
Instructor: Mary Cavaioli, Tuesday, July 9, 1-3:30pm, $85/$95

Clementine Spencer-Churchill
Presenter: Tim Riley, Wednesday, July 10, 2-4pm, $30/$40

Churchill and the Middle East
Presenter: Tim Riley, Thursday, July 11, 10-noon, $30/$40

Puzzling Polyhedrons: Woodworking Demo and
Private Studio Tour 
Presenter: Hamp Stevens, Thursday, July 11, 2-4pm, $40/$50

The Melting of “Frozen Conflict” in the Baltic States:
Putin’s War in Ukraine and the Upending of History
Presenter: Jordan Kuck, Friday, July 12, 10am-noon,
$30/$40

Growing Herbs and Greens for the Kitchen
Presenter: Shannon Quattlebaum, Friday, July 12, 2-4pm,
$30/$40

Botanical EcoTour: Highlands Botanical Garden
Leader: Adam Bigelow, Monday, July 15, 8:30am-noon,
$50/$60

New Summer Schedule!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp 

Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Lunch
Mon. - Sat.

11a to 3p

FOR SALE BY OWNER
3 bed/4.5 bath - 2 levels (rented apartment)

48 White Clover Lane, Chestnut Hill in Highlands

DonLeon is looking for help in 
locating potential buyers. 

CALL 828-200-9334 or drop 
by the restaurant across from 
Dusty’s on the Dillard Road 

for an info sheet.
Brokers protected.

By Steve Hott 
Head Coach

On Thursday, June 13, the High-
lands Hurricanes Swim Team traveled 
to Waynesville to swim against Smoky 
Mountain Aquatics Club (SMAC). The 
Hurricanes won 1976-1262. The boys’ 
team is now 3-0 for the summer.

Leading the Hurricanes was 15-year-
old Jr. Olympian Jazmine Abranyi who 
won all four of  her events, scored 80 pts, 
shattering four team records in the pro-
cess. Abranyi broke the girls 100-yard 
backstroke by 10 seconds, the girls 200-In-
dividual medley (IM) by nine seconds, the 
girls 50-freestyle by two seconds, and the 
girls 100-freestyle record also by two sec-
onds. Abranyi scored 11% of  the Hurri-
cane girls’ points at the meet.

Bella Batista scored 78.5 pts. winning 
three events. Jaycee Powell, Jr. Olympians 
Finneaus Garner, Aniah McKim, and Jus-
tin Powell all brought home 77 pts. win-
ning two events, and a second-place finish 
each. 

Jr. Olympic qualifier Aleks Petric-
Sakonjic and Jr. Olympian Chase Kenter 
scored 76 pts. winning two events and a 

third place finish each. 
Max Basil brought home 74 pts, a blue 

ribbon and two red ribbons. Alex Lopez, 
Ivan Shchelgachov, and Nikita Denisoff  all 
scored 73 pts. with a 1st, 2nd, and a 3rd 
place finish each. Penelope McRae brought 
home 71 pts a first and three seconds. 

Annabelle Searles had 69 pts, while 
Anna Shchelgachov and Morgan Mason 
had 68.5. Asa Garner earned 67 pts. and 
Hayden Bysura 65. Xincheng Dodo Zhang 
and Emilina Hernandez scored 60 pts. with 
three wins each. Valerie Nadzorau had 58.5 
pts., Ian Batista 57 (two wins), while Rocco 
Basil (one win) and Ben Shchelgachov each 
scored 54. 

Emma Denisoff  had 51, Emily Ma-
son and Jr. Olympian Paolo McRae scored 
49. Ellie Bysura brought home 48, Cooper 
Fisher (at his first swim meet ever) 33, Zoe 
Ivey 32, Agatha Jestin 30, and Jr. Olym-
pian Conner Hughes 20. Brother and sis-
ter Grayson and Annabelle Grayson swam 
good exhibition swims. Brother and sister 
Ben and Dasha Halldin were out sick.

For more info about The Highlands 
Hurricanes call 828.421.4121.

Highlands Hurricanes swim team beats 
Smoky Mountain Aquatics Club
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REJUVENATE 
LASER CENTER 

• Botox/Dermal Fillers
• Body Contouring
• Chemical Peels
• Dermaplaning
• Electrolysis
• Facials
• Kybella Injections
• Laser Hair Removal
• Laser Skin Resurfacing
• Laser Tattoo Removal

Obagi and RLC Skincare Products available 

TURN 
BACK 
TIME 

Free 
Consultations 

• Massage Therapy• Microdermabrasion• Microneedling• Pelleve• Photofacial/IPL• PicoSure Focus Laser• Sclerotherapy• Vitamin Infusion Therapy• Vitamin Injections
RejuvenateLaserCenter.com I 209 Hospital Dr, Suite #202, Highlands NC I 828-482-4430

Fancys

SHOP 
The Exchange 

Men’s 
Collection 

of Sport 
Coats at 

Clearance 
Prices

$99-$900
By 

Samuelsohn 
& Hickey 
Freeman

Nancy’s & The Exchange
for Men

828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands

...BUDGET continued from page 1
hopefully be completed by the 
end of  July. The property liability 
for the town also increased.

“We opted an increase in the 
current coverage to lessen the 
town’s exposure,” said Ward. 

The fund balance appropria-

tions from the general fund and 
the water fund are increased to 
cover these additional needs,” said 
Ward.

Prior to the allocations for 
the budget increase, based on the 
FY 2024-’25 budget presented 

at the May Town Board meeting, 
the General Fund Balance was ap-
proximately $2 million, the Gen-
eral Fund Reserve was $5.3 million 
and the Electric Reserve Fund was 
$7.25 million.

The ad valorem property tax 
rate remains $0.1022 per $100 val-
uation. The tax rate does include 
.015 earmarked for street paving 
projects. With the continued need 
for resurfacing town streets, the 
amount is again figured into the 
tax rate for the upcoming fiscal 
year. 

The valuations are deter-
mined by the Macon and Jackson 
County Tax Departments. This 
rate is based on the overall approx-
imate valuation of  $3,000,000,000 
and an estimated collection rate of  
98%.

The Highlands Fire Depart-
ment tax rate remains for now at 
$.0191 per $100 valuation.

The rate is based on an 
approximate valuation of  
$5,842,000,000 and an estimated 
collection rate of  99.62%.

The current Town of  High-
lands charges for electric and sani-
tation services remain unchanged.

The sanitation department is 
no longer one of  the town’s three 
enterprise funds. It has been in-
cluded within the general fund for 
FY 2024-’25 due to the difficulty 
of  balancing it as a separate enter-
prise fund. 

The charges for sanitation 
service will be evaluated each year 
to ensure the operational costs as-

sociated with the service are being 
covered or remain within a specific 
overall percentage to avoid a bur-
den on the ad valorem property tax 
revenue.

“With the Sanitation Depart-
ment’s move from an enterprise 
fund to the general fund, the Sani-
tation fees will need to be thor-
oughly analyzed each year,” he 
said. “Sanitation department defi-
cits can be supported by increasing 
the fees for the service or increas-
ing ad valorem property tax rates 
to cover the cost.”

In addition, the town will no 
longer charge a rental fee for com-
mercial bear-resistant toters. Enti-
ties will be responsible for main-
taining and replacing their toters as 
needed.

The Town of  Highlands base 
rates for water and sewer for both 
residential and commercial are 
both increasing $10 per month. 

Due to an increase in the 
cost of  parts, the water connec-
tion fee inside the town for a ¾” 
meter will increase from $1,000 
to $2,400 which will include the 
cost of  the meter and the installa-
tion and $3,900 outside of  town. 
Subsequent meter sizes have also 
increased.

Sewer connection fees remain 
the same, but the cost of  installa-
tion will now be included.

The proposed budget in-
cludes a 5% cost-of-living adjust-
ment for employees.

The proposed budget includes 
employee salary adjustments total-

ing $51,000 as recommended 
by the recently completed salary 
study.

The employee health insur-
ance premiums with BlueCross 
BlueShield NC remains the same 
as in FY 2023-‘24.

The Local Option Sales Tax 
Distribution is projected to re-
main strong, as well as, the Ad 
Valorem Property Tax collection.

“The financial outlook for 
the Town of  Highlands remains 
strong and the town’s undesig-
nated General Fund Balance and 
Reserve remain strong as does 
the Electric Fund Balance and 
Reserve, but it will be used heav-
ily to fund critical electric grid up-
grades over the next few years,” 
said Ward, which means that rates 
could potentially increase. “The 
fund is also supporting the wa-
ter enterprise fund balance with 
a loan. Caution should be taken 
in the upcoming years in deciding 
to fund any new water and sewer 
projects until a healthy fund bal-
ance is re-established.” 

In addition, Ward said there 
will likely be additional water and 
sewer rate increases in the near 
future to ensure the water fund 
balance is recovering effectively 
without needing a loan to bal-
ance. 

There were no comments 
during the required budget public 
hearing at the June Town Board 
meeting. The budget passed 
unanimously and will go into ef-
fect July 1, 2024.
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visithighlandsnc.com

THURSDAY, JULY 4
  9 – 11 a.m.

Water Rockets
Town Ball Field

Free Hotdog Lunch
Town Ball Field

11 a.m. –  12 p.m.
Field Games

Town Ball Field 
12 p.m.

Visit MAMA
(Mtn. Area Medical Airlift)

Town Ball Field

1 p.m.
Ladder Truck Spraydown

Town Ball Field
2 p.m. 

Duck Derby
Bridge at Mill Creek

6 – 8:30 p.m. 
Outdoor Concert Series

The Business
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

9 p.m. 
Fireworks!

Downtown Highlands

 Independence
Day

Celebration

• See AMORTIZATION page 22

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

“In addition, I am confident the courts 
will not allow you to enforce a STR amor-
tization period while the litigation is pend-
ing,” he said. “And it is almost certain that 
there will be a legal challenge.”

He reminded the board that two years 
ago, when amortization was brought up, 
the Institute of  Justice, a national public 
interest law firm with a libertarian bent and 
a strong belief  in property rights wrote the 
town and made it clear there would be a 
legal battle.

“I anticipate their arguments will be 
that the town lacks the authority to amor-
tize. And even if  the town had the author-
ity, it is unconstitutional under a variety of  
unconstitutional theories,” said Hagemann. 
“One of  which is that the NC constitu-
tion protects citizens’ rights to the ‘fruits 
of  their labor’ and we are seeing that clause 
come forward more and more.”

Furthermore, Hagemann said over the 
last 15 years, there is a trend in NC court 
rulings that tend to favor property rights 
over local government authority which has 
made government authority more narrow.

“This is not an attempt to dissuade 
you if  you choose to go this route, and I 
am not saying I won’t defend it, I just want 
you to do it with your eyes wide open. We 
need to consider the makeup of  our courts 
and the direction our courts have gone,” he 
said. “I think it will be more of  a challenge 
to defend amortization in court now than it 
would have been 15 years ago.”

But Commissioner Patterson was 
hearing none of  it.

“Overnight accommodations are com-
mercial and commercial doesn’t belong in 
our residential neighborhoods,” said Patter-

son. “The planners we hired called them 
mini-hotels and no one wants to live next 
to a mini-hotel.”

She said just about every neighbor-
hood in Highlands has an STR. 

“Seems to me, that people who have 
homes have the right to quiet enjoyment 
of  their home. They come from wherever 
they come from, and they come and live 
here and become part of  the community 
and they contribute to the community. 
They ought to have the right to have some 
place where they can live that doesn’t have 
a business next door to them.”

She went on to describe her version 
of  Highlands.

“One of  the things that sells High-
lands, which is why our economy has al-
ways been good and weathered the ups 
and downs is the calm and the quiet we 
sell which you can’t get anywhere else,” 
she said. “Yes, the cool and the climate 
and the natural beauty but it’s also the 
calm and the quiet.”

She said in addition, having renters 
every week or two leads to the overuse 
of  the area’s natural environment because 
renters visit those areas weekly instead of  
now and then like full-time residents.

“If  I live here full-time, maybe I go 
up to Satulah a couple times, or White-
side or Iron Bridge a couple of  times, but 
every week someone in my house doesn’t 
go up there,” she said. “When you have 
a lot of  rentals, suddenly those people 
are crowding and degrading our natural 
environment, which means part of  what 
people are coming for we will lose if  we 
become a visitor place as opposed to a 

...AMORTIZATION continued from page 10
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our May and June concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Outdoor Concert Series

MAY 17
Silly Ridge 

MAY 24
McClain Family Band

MAY 31
Byrds & Crows

JUNE 7
The Foxfire Boys

JUNE 14
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band

JUNE 21
Curtis Blackwell Band

JUNE 28
Johnny Webb Band

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine  St.
Showcasing traditional

mountain music and local talent Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

MAY 18
Continental Divide

MAY 25
Southside Station 

JUNE 1
High 5

JUNE 8
Bill Mattocks 

JUNE 15
Back Porch Orchestra

JUNE 22
The HC Oaks Band 

HAGAN BINDER 
LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEE  AARRCCHHIITTEECCTT  

NNooww  SScchheedduulliinngg  ffoorr  SSpprriinngg  
hhaaggaannbbiinnddeerrddeessiiggnn..ccoomm  

882288��  448822��5555nn  

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

...PLAYGROUND continued from page 1
behalf  of  children’s initiatives. “Every-
thing I come to the county for is related 
to children, whether it be the schools, the 
soccer field, the rec department, etc.”

Weller detailed the town’s proactive 
steps in securing funding.

Funding includes a $250,000 commit-
ment from the town (representing 15% of  
the total expense) which the Highlands 
Town Board agreed to at its June meet-
ing, a $500,000 PARTF grant application, 
which will be announced hopefully in Au-
gust, and ongoing efforts to raise private 
donations. To date, $130,000 has been 
raised from private sources, demonstrat-
ing significant community support for the 
playground, he said.

“We’re trying to bring families into 
the park, families together, giving them 
options and things to do as a group,” 
Weller explained. “We can start talking 
about the service required so that every 
child can participate.”

The proposed playground designed 
to be all-inclusive - which makes the struc-
ture and its components more expensive 
than a traditional playground - aims to 
provide a welcoming and accessible en-
vironment for children of  all abilities. 
Weller emphasized that the high cost of  
the project is due to the necessary inclu-
sivity features, but assured the board that 
the investment is worthwhile.

Since the playground request wasn’t 
considered during the county’s FY ‘24-’25 
budget, Weller will request the county’s 
contribution of  $350,000 come from its 
undesignated fund balance. The county’s 
contribution would represent 20% of  

the total project cost. Weller highlighted 
that the majority of  the playground’s users 
would be from outside the town, under-
scoring the regional benefit of  the project.

“If  you look at it this way, the county 
gets $1.6 million for your $350,000 con-
tribution,” Weller noted. “The remaining 
$700,000 is all going to be privately fund-
ed.”

He also pointed out that his family has 
long utilized local parks and recreational 
facilities.

Weller concluded his plea emphasizing 
the positive impact the playground would 
have on the broader community. “We’re 
going to raise that money,” he affirmed, ex-
pressing confidence in the project’s success 
and community backing.

The Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners has yet to make a decision on 
the funding request, but Weller’s presen-
tation highlighted the importance and ur-
gency of  investing in inclusive recreational 
facilities for the benefit of  all children in 
the region.

At the Highlands June Town Board 
meeting, Weller said he will be requesting 
the county’s contribution of  $350,000 at it’s 
July 9 commission meeting.

During that meeting Weller and 
Stiehler will present a Powerpoint demon-
stration.

Commissioner Stiehler said they hope 
to wrap up funding by late fall 2024 and 
being construction the spring of  2025. He 
said materials will be ordered as soon as 
funding and the contract is completed say-
ing it will take months for the components 
to be delivered to Highlands.
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•HigHlanDs eVents•
SUMMER POOL SCHEDULE

Lap Swim Mon.-Fri. 6am-9:45am, and 
Saturday 10am-1pm 6 lanes. Water Aerobics 
18 years plus Mon.-Fri. 10am-1am with Karen 
Chambers. Public Swim Mon. thru Thurs. 
11am-7pm, Fri. and Sat. 11am-6pm and Sun. 
1pm-6pm. For info, call 828-526-1595.

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. every Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10am-
1pm indoors for the winter (notice the days 
and time has changed), everyone is welcome 
meetings 

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meet-

ings” are for anyone who thinks they may have 
a drinking problem or for anyone interested 
in the A.A. program of recovery. Highlands 
Mountain View Group holds open meetings in 
Highlands at the First Presbyterian Church, 471 
Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednesday 
and Friday at noon. The Cashiers Valley Group-
holds open meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Monday at 8:30 AM, 
Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, 
and Saturday at 9 AM. For more information, 
please visit www.aawnc80.org or to speak with 
a member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357.

ON-GOING
• At Hudson Library, Readers from 0 to 

99 will have adventures this summer as Hud-
son Library presents “Adventure Begins at Your 
Library” summer learning program. The 2024 
Summer Learning Program is free to all par-
ticipants and starts June 1. No registration is 
needed for any of these programs. For more 
information about any of these summer activi-
ties, contact Hudson Library at 828-526-3031, 
or stop by the library during open hours. 

Thurs., June 27
• At The Bascom, Artist Talk with Kelly 

Oden. 4-5 pm | Free
• Hudson Library continues Summer 

Learning Programs with special events for 
children. Thursday at 3:30 PM, the library wel-
comes Friends of Panthertown for a program 
introducing Leave No Trace. Friends of Pan-
thertown will get kids acquainted with the 
Leave No Trace ideas for being in nature wisely 
– to protect both people and nature! There’ll 
be games to play and fun for all.

• Bingo for The Gordon Center 6:30-8:30 
pm at the Rec Park. $1 per card. 15 games in 
all. Cash only.

Fri., June 28
• Please join us on Friday, June 28 at 11AM 

in the Hudson Library Meeting Room for Com-
munity Coffee with the Mayor. The topic will be: 
“State of the Town Update”

• A Bourbon & Bluegrass Concert Fund-
raiser for REACH. Buffet and bar at 6p and con-
cert at 7p. Tickets are $250 per person available 
at highlandsperformingarts.com/special events.

• Friday Night Live on Main Street’s Town 
Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Johnny Webb Band

• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The Farm. Chef 

to be announced. Book Online at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/ChefDinners 

Sat. & Sun., June 29-30
• Art and Craft Show in KH Founders 

Park on Pine Street. 10a to 5p Saturday and 
10a to 4p on Sunday. Rain or shine.

Sun., June 30
• Worship at Christ Anglican Church. 

Adult Christian Formation at 9:30a and Morn-
ing Worship at 10:30a with choir and music.
464 US 64 east in Cashiers. 828-743-1701. 
christanglicancashiers.org.

Tues. July 2
• Highlands Wreaths across America 

and American Legion Post 370 will be placing 
flags on veterans’ graves in observance of July 
4th. This will take place on Tuesday July 2nd, 
4:30PM at Highlands Cemetery. Please gather 
at the flagpole on top of the hill. All are invited 
to participate. 

Thurs., July 4
• 4th of July celebration: Water Rockets 

at the town ball field 9-11am. Field games at 
the town ball field 11a to noon. MAMA he-
licopter visit at the town ball field at noon, 
weather permitting. Ladder Truck Spraydown 
at the town ball field at 1 pm. Duck Derby 
at Bridge at Mill Creak at 2 pm. Outdoor 
Concert at KH Founders Park on Pine Street 
6-8:30 pm. Fireworks at 9 pm. Free Hotdog 
Lunch at the ballfield during games. 

Fri., July 5 
• Join Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust for 

a mushroom log inoculation workshop and 
hike at the Edward Baker Preserve. Through 
this educational and hand-on workshop, par-
ticipants will inoculate a log with choice my-
celium and take it home! During this work-
shop we will go over the type of mushroom 
spawn to use, different inoculation methods, 
and different inoculation tools, 10a to 2p. Cost 
is based on a sliding scale of $20-$75. Please 
RSVP. The workshop limit is 18 people. Con-
tact americorps@hcltnc.org or call 828-525-
1111. 

• Friday Night Live on Main Street’s Town 
Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Nitrograss 

• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The Farm. LAU-
RENT-PERRIER CHAMPAGNE DINNER. 
Book Online at OldEdwardsHospitality.com/
ChefDinners 

Sat., July 6 
• At The Bascom, Will Henry Stevens 

Bridge Rededication.10 am. Free
• At The Bascom, Community Day. 11am 

– 2 pm. Free
• Saturdays on Pine features a variety 

of popular, regional bands and musicians at 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. 
– Blaze the City.

Sun., July 7
• Worship at Christ Anglican Church. 

Adult Christian Formation at 9:30a and Morn-
ing Worship at 10:30a with choir and music.
464 US 64 east in Cashiers. 828-743-1701. 
christanglicancashiers.org.

Brandon Crocker
Thursday, July 11

buy tickets

coME JOIN us IN

JOHN 8:12 ----
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "lam 
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 

********************* 
JOIN US 

SUNDAY, JUNE 30 + SUNDAY JULY 7 

ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION 9:30 
MO RN ING WORSHIP 10: 30 with choir and music

VISITORS WELCOME ANY SUNDAY 

********************* 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

464 US Highway 64 East Cashiers NC 28717 
Christanglicancashiers.org I 828-743-1701 
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•HigHlanDs area eVents•
Mon.-Thurs., July 8-11
• Little Highlander Basketball Camp for 

grades K-8, 1:30-4:30pm at the Highlands Rec 
Park. Cost is $75 per player and includes a T-
shirt. Coaches Bishop and Lamb with the help 
of current and former Highlander players will 
be conducting the camp. Register before or 
on first day at the Rec Park. Make checks pay-
able to Brett Lamb or Venmo Coach Lamb @
Brett-Lamb-4

Tues., July 9
• Highlands Central Baptist, and Short-

off Baptist are sponsoring “Drive-Through-
Prayer” in the parking lot of the Shortoff 
Baptist Church. There will signs and literature 
for any passers-by who want to stop their 
vehicles for a moment and visit and pray. 

Thurs., July 11
• At Hudson Library, Talewise program 

(formerly ScienceTellers) presents Science 
Heroes: Adventure of the Lost Treasure, an 
exciting production with lots of special effects. 
at 3:30 PM. Even better, the program will also 
show everyone how those effects are created, 
and volunteers from the audience will be in-
vited to help out. It’s a delightful way to have 
fun with science, suitable for the whole family, 
best for age 4 and up.

• Chantelle Rondell, aquatic biologist 
with NC’s Wildlife Resource Commission’s 

Aquatic Wildlife Diversity Program will speak 
at 6 p.m. at the Macon County Library on Siler 
Road. All are invited and membership is not 
required https:// app.joinit.com/o/nantahalahik-
ingclub. A FREE raffle is awarded. Remember, a 
winner must be present to claim the raffle. 

Fri., July 12 
• At Hudson Library, local author Susan 

Posey will give a talk about her new histori-
cal novel A Weave of Old and New at 11 AM 
at Hudson Library. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing at this free program.

• Friday Night Live showcases traditional 
mountain music and exceptional local talent on 
Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Silly 
Ridge

Sat., July 13 
• Pop-Up Bag Pipers are scheduled from 

4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
• Saturdays on Pine features a variety of 

popular, regional bands and musicians at Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – Dive 
Bar Divas

Fri., July 19 
• Friday Night Live on Main Street’s Town 

Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Leadfoot Lily 
Sat., July 20 
• Saturdays on Pine features a variety of 

popular, regional bands and musicians at Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – Lazr-
luvr

Wed., July 24
• Sky Valley Garden Club Art & Crafts 

show 10a to 2p inside the Sky Valley Country 
Club in Sky Valley, GA, and is open to the public. 

Fri., July 26 
• Friday Night Live showcases traditional 

mountain music and exceptional local talent on 
Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – Kettle

Fri., Aug. 2 
• Friday Night Live in Town Square 6-8:30 

p.m. – Ezra & Katie
Sat., Aug. 3 
• Pop-Up Bag Pipers are scheduled from 

4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
• Saturdays on Pine features a variety of 

popular, regional bands and musicians at Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – The 
Holiday Band 

Mon., Aug. 5

• High Mountain Squares is sponsoring 
a new class for beginning students beginning 
Monday. The classes will be taught by Keith 
Lester, caller and instructor, from 6:30-8:30pm 
at the Robert C. Carpenter Community 
Building on Highway 441, Franklin, NC. The 
first two of 12 classes are free; the remaining 
ten classes are $50 per person. For more in-
formation call Betty at 828-787-2324 or Bob 
at 828-332-0001. 

Fri., Aug. 9 
• Friday Night Live showcases traditional 

mountain music and exceptional local talent 
on Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 p.m. – 
ABC Combo 

Sat., Aug. 10 
• Saturdays on Pine at Kelsey-Hutchin-

son Founders Park 6-8:30 p.m. – Will Thomp-
son Band

ART AND CRAFT
SHOW

Rain or shine 10am-5pm Saturday 
& 10am-4pm Sunday

Kelsey Hutchinson 
Founders Park, 
411 Pine St. Highlands,
NC 28741

join us for
 live music

by nitrograss

 www.highlandsartandcraftshows.com

The Highlands-Cashiers
Teddy Bear Hospital
is back this year

JUNE 29TH-30TH
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSERS HIGHLANDS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND LAUREL MAGAZINE



 • Places to worsHiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717

www.christanglicancashiers.com
9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 

Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
www.cashiers.church

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD, 

Horsecove Rd, Highlands - 919-523-7067 
Traditional Hymn Sing Sundays 7-8p, thru Sept 21.

Everyone welcome. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & Thurs-

days 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•sPiritually sPeaking•
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Michael D. Matlock 
Rector
Christ Anglican Church

What manner of 
man is Jesus 

Mark 4:41

In the fourth chapter of  the Gospel of  Mark, we read how 
Jesus calms the storm for his disciples and demonstrates 
he is the Lord of  human beings and of  nature — the 

Lord of  all of  Creation (Mark 4:35-41). He commands the 
elements, and they obey. The lesson is simple and straight-
forward. As Christ followers, we believe that Jesus stilled a 
real storm with a word of  command. The disciples ask them-
selves, “What manner of  man is Jesus, that even the wind and 
the sea obey him?” 

I offer you two things to consider about this account in 
Scripture. First, the Gospels show us a supernatural Christ. In 
this particular passage, Jesus speaks to the storm, “Peace, be 
still,” (Mark 4:39) as if  it were the fever that Peter’s mother-
in-law had and that Jesus healed (Mark 1:31). He treats the 
storm, in fact, as he treats the demons that he drives out of  
human lives that they have invaded (Mark 1:25; 5:8). In his 
life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has dealt the powers of  evil 
a decisive blow. The universe is restored to God, its rightful 
owner. Jesus can still a disordered and turbulent life just as he 
quiets the wind and the waves. If  we can but trust God with 
our life storms, would that not allow our minds more calm 
and peace that we desperately need?

Second, Jesus, asleep on a pillow in the boat, was far 
more concerned with what was going on than it appeared to 
the scared and anxious disciples. It appeared to the disciples 
that he didn’t care about their situation —“Don’t you care 
that we perish?” (Mark 4:38). It is easy to put ourselves in the 
disciples’ place. The Christian faith and the Church of  Christ 
can seem pointless, having little to do with the realities of  
our stormy world. I think it is a special vice of  “enlightened” 
minds to live in water-tight compartments apart from the 
transforming power of  the Spirit of  Jesus. So we turn from 
faith and from the Church with impatience —“there is noth-
ing here for us.” Yet I say to you that Jesus was more deeply 
concerned with the urgent facts of  the situation than any of  
his disciples. However, he took a different approach than they 
were expecting him to take in dealing with the problem they 
were facing. He dealt with their storm by speaking directly to 
it, by attacking the power of  Satan himself. 

Christ is at the heart of  the world’s storms and he is 
Lord of  all. And a Church that stands with her Lord is at 
the heart of  all the storm centers of  life, with the revolution-
ary power of  Christ himself. When the Church really is the 
Church of  Christ, it is not irrelevant. Rather, it is driven by the 
inner necessity of  its being, by the truth of  the Gospel that 
is entrusted to it, to be concerned about all our world’s issues 
and our inhumanity to one another. The Church becomes in-
volved with Christ in the total human situation, sharing as his 
instruments in the release of  the divine peacemaking activity. 
Christ is the only hope and answer for all of  our problems. 
May Christ’s followers exhibit the fruit of  the Holy Spirit 
through the power of  the good news of  Jesus Christ! And 
may God bless all of  you as transformation occurs in you over 
time through the power of  the Holy Spirit.
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Highlands Police entries 
from June 13. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
summons/citation, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or those 
of public officials have been 
used. 

June 13
• At 9:50 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle accident 
on Hickory Hill Road.

June 15
• At 9:31 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a call for service at a 
residence on Old Farm Road about 
an unattended death of a 32-year-
old woman.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from June 18.

June 18
• At 1:51 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
US 64 east (Cashiers Road).

• At 7:40 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
4 ½ Street.

• At 8:16 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on S. 
4th Street.

June 20
• At 11:39 a.m., the dept. inves-

tigated the source of an odor at a 
residence on Apple Orchard Road.

• At 2:52 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Old Edwards Lane.

• At 7:54 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Hickory Street.

June 21
• At 4:57 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

• At 5:01 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a grill fire at a 
residence on Highgate Road.

• At 8:43 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
NC 106 (Dillard Road).

June 22
• At 12:47 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Norton Court.

June 23
• At 10:41 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
Main Street.

• At 10:50 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a residence 
on Holt Circle.

• At 11:20 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a residence 
on Worley Road.

• At 2:25 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Shortoff Road.

• At 2:10 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Chestnut Street.

June 24
• At 8:19 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a medical alarm at a residence 
on Old Wagon Road.

• At 2:48 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Sparkling Lakes Road.

• At 3:22 p.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.

• At 3:29 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a medical alarm at a resi-
dence on Morewood Road.

HM Beauty opening July 24th!

Danielle Adriana
Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC
828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials

...LETTERS from 
page 7
Dear Editor,

We would like to thank Tom 
Neal CEO and all the staff  at 
Highlands Cashiers Hospital for 
their excellent treatment during 
Wolfgang’s stay. 

From admissions to depar-
ture it made a difficult time a 
positive experience. 

The nursing staff, RNs and 
CNAs were competent, caring, 
attentive and thorough in their 
treatment and attention to detail. 

There is a positive atmo-
sphere and every staff  member 
came in with a smile. The Physi-
cal Therapy department shared 
all these same qualities and were 
tremendously helpful, as well as 
the staff  administering various 
tests.

Many thanks for a job well 
done. We are so grateful to have 
a hospital of  this caliber in our 
area.

Wolfgang and Mindy 
Green
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

•classiFieDs•

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

FOR SALE
GOLDEN DOODLES for sale $2,700 available 

for pick up July 15th 828-200-4312 (7/4)
ROCKY KNOB. 9.9 +- acre lot. 3,800 ft. eleva-

tion. Private quiet. Clean lake. Ready to build. 3-bed 
septic. Water. Power. Completely developed and es-
tablished site and access. $595,000. Leave message at 
828-526-5981 (st. 5/23) 

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 
828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south 
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best 
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring 
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 
acres with southern exposure, $70,000. 828-974-
1137. (8/29)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $30k-$55k/
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run 
to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more 
info. (st. 11/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV 
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full 
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed. 
Reduced $192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 
or email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
DREAM SUMMER GETAWAY IN KEY 

LARGO, FLORIDA. Newly remodeled 2 bed 3 bath 
condo on the bay. Amazing sunset views, great ameni-
ties and more. CasaPalmaKeyLargo.com. (st. 5/23)

2 BDRM/2 BATH FURNISHED APT - liv-
ing room with fireplace, dining area, full kitchen- 
huge covered porch - W/D - 1.5 miles from Main 

St. $2,500 month utilities included - available now.  
561-310-5085. (st. 5/9)

1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH free standing furnished 
cottage for rent. Single level house has new washer/
dryer, new heat pump, new bed, covered deck, back up 
gas heat. Two miles from center of town. Water and 
sewer included. $1,200 per month. Available for one 
year lease. Call or text 828-342-4819. (st. 5/2)

SEASONAL NEW LOG CABIN ON SA-
GEE DRIVE. 2 bedroom & 2 bath suites on Creek. 1 
1/2 mile to downtown. Monthly or seasonally $8,700 
(1) month $7,200 (3) Months. email: renee7726@
gmail.com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 
bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between Highlands & 
Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/
dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy (706) 982-0444 or 
(828)-482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED
ORGANIST/PIANIST NEEDED to play for 

11am Sunday worship services and Wednesday eve-
ning choir rehearsals (5:30-7pm) at First Presbyterian 
Church, Highlands, NC. $20K annual salary. No admin-
istrative duties involved. Our organ is a circa 2004 16-
rank 2 manual Wicks pipe organ. For more informa-
tion, contact Angie Jenkins, Director of Music Ministry 

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight stays
• dog walking
• have passport will travel 

828.424.4637

Simplify 
... your home & life 

Assistance every step of the 
way organizing your home 

- Decluttering to reclaim your serenity. 

- Downsizing made hassle-free. 

- Relocating with seamless transition. 

- Home Staging 6 Redesign for a 

picture-perfect look. 

- Help with sorting, packing, 

unpacking, organizing, and donating. 

Wendy Jones-Trobert 
Home Organization Specialist 

Email: 

wendyjt333@gmail.com 
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...CLASSIFIEDS continued from page 21
@ 828-200-0183 (6/27) 

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM 
HOMEBUILDER IN HIGH-
LANDS/CASHIERS area looking for 
project superintendent to manage mul-
tiple sites and subcontractors. Please 
send resume to: JW Underwood Con-
struction LLC P.O. Box 147, Highlands 
NC 2974. Or email: john@jwunder-
woodconstruction.com (st. 5/2)

SERVICES 
CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 

years experience available for part-time 
personal care, errands, transportation, 
meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. 
Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 6/13)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 
& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance 
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. 
Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & 
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
tone Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 
828-526-4943 or 321-303-7560 (4/11)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Construc-

tion – Remodels, Additions, Framing, Sid-
ing, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. 
Insured. 828-200-4071. (4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - inte-
rior/exterior painting/sheetrock repair/
wallpaper removal/log homes/decks. 
Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 
or 828-421-8600. (8/1)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED 
OR ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? 
Call or text James of Going Gone at 828-
421-2655. (3/28)

DOG SITTING - overnight, or 
daily checkins/walks. Call Lisa. References 
available. Call or text 828-424-4637. (st. 
12/21) 

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-
UP SERVICE Complete property 
cleanup - house, garage, property, etc. Call 
at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208.

...AMORTIZATION continued from page 14

By Matt Salerno
CLE Program Assistant 

On July 1, from 2pm-4pm, Dr. Max 
Owre, executive director of  Carolina Pub-
lic Humanities will be coming to the High-
lands-Cashiers Center for Life Enrichment 
to give a lecture titled “Barbary Pirates: 
Politics, Faith, and Violence on the Medi-
terranean.” 

In this presentation Dr. Owre will 
dive into the United States’ first foreign 
war. The echoes of  the war are still heard 
in the lyrics of  the Marines’ Hymn, “from 
the Halls of  Montezuma to the Shore of  
Tripoli,” but many Americans do not pos-
sess in-depth knowledge of  the conflicts in 
the Mediterranean during this time. 

Politics and religion made theft, mur-
der, and enslavement on fast ships an act of  
statecraft and Max will place the Barbary 
Pirates within the long history of  seaborn 
violence and teach us who benefitted from 
their existence for centuries.

The next day, Tuesday, July 2, from 
10am-noon, Dr. Owre will make a presen-
tation on “The French Foreign Legion and 
its Colonial Legacy.” Most public knowl-
edge about the French Foreign Legion 

comes from popular films, but the reality of  
its history is much grittier and less roman-
ticized. The FFL is deeply tied to France’s 
brutal colonial conquests in Asia, Africa, and 
throughout the world. It was used to impress 
foreign subjects into the French military as 
well as serving as a dumping ground for de-
serters and criminals. Dr. Owre will not only 
unearth the bloody history of  the legion and 
its complicity in some of  the ugliest episodes 
of  France’s imperial history but its contin-
ued role throughout the world today.

Carolina Public Humanities, an orga-
nization that connects the faculty of  UNC 
Chapel Hill with communities throughout 
the state by offering educational programs 
and lectures. As a professor of  Modern 
European History at UNC Chapel Hill, Dr. 
Owre is a principal organizer and frequent 
host and moderator of  Carolina Public Hu-
manities Events.

Admission to both lectures costs $30 
for CLE members and $40 for non-mem-
bers. For more information on programs 
and registration, please visit www.clehigh-
lands.com, call (828) 526-8811, or visit the 
office anytime Monday through Friday, 
9:30am to 4:30pm.

Barbary Pirates and French Foregien  
Legion at CLE July 1 and July 2

resident place.”
She said the expansion of  area church-

es, the Performing Art Center and The 
Bascom are all the result of  seasonal and 
full-time residents not people who come to 
town and stay at an STR.

“STR people may visit those places, 
but they didn’t build them. That’s done by 
people who are part of  the community. We 
need to seriously think about our long-term 
economy and what we love about High-
lands, so Highlands doesn’t become a visi-
tor place.”

She said the 2022 ordinance prohibit-
ing STRs after Sept. 15, 2022 stopped the 
proliferation of  STRs and stopped the in-
fliction of  wounds but it hasn’t healed the 
wounds. In her mind, amortization would 
heal those wounds.

Commissioner Weller reiterated what 
he has said from the start. The prolifera-
tion of  STRs Highlands experienced dur-
ing the pandemic has abated and had the 
town done nothing there would have been 
a serious problem on many levels. But that 
is now in the past, he said.

“We just listened to our attorney, and 
he was giving us all the possibilities. We are 
going to get in a lawsuit, no question, if  we 
keep going down this road. We stopped the 
bleeding,” he said. “I can’t see spending 
hundreds of  thousands of  taxpayers’ dol-
lars to fight something that I think we are 
already heading down the path to regulate.”

At the May Town Board meeting, 
Commissioner Patterson said Highlands’ 
traditional neighborhoods needed to be 
preserved, something Weller said doesn’t 
exist in the traditional sense in Highlands 
partly because like it or not, Highlands is a 
tourist town.

“I have heard you bring up the term – 
traditional neighborhood. I grew up in a tra-
ditional neighborhood. I knew all people in 
the neighborhood, I played with and went 
to school with all the kids in the neighbor-
hood and we lived there 12 months a year. 
Highlands’ traditional neighborhood is dif-
ferent,” he said. “Where I lived in town, 
5-7 months of  the year half  the people are 
gone. I love the people when they came 
back, obviously, seasonal people are fantas-
tic to have here. They are part of  the fabric 
of  our town.”

He also said when he came to High-
lands 31 years ago, STRs were the tradition 
and there were real estate companies that 
only handled STRs which was their liveli-
hood.

Patterson said the fact that Highlands 
may have had STRs in the past doesn’t 
mean they should be in the future when 
they have become so out of  control.

Weller said contrarily he had problems 

with his full-time neighbor but never from 
a STR renter who occupied the seasonal 
residents’ homes in his neighborhood.

“Highlands is a residential communi-
ty, but it is also a tourist town - and I know 
a lot of  people cringe when we say that 
- but that’s not going to change,” he said. 
“We need enforcement not just at STRs, 
but at hotels, and for loud and obnoxious 
people walking down the street.”

Patterson agreed that Highlands’ 
neighborhoods aren’t a 12-month scenar-
io, but they are Highlands’ own neighbor 
tradition.

“I know people who get together 
with their neighbors who are seasonal 
residents every year for summer gather-
ings and neighborhood parties, so that’s 
a traditional neighborhood. I’m told it 
doesn’t work anymore because there are 
now STRs in the neighborhood,” she said. 
“When 20% to 50% of  a neighborhood is 
STRs, that’s not good for Highlands’ long-
term economy. That makes the economy 
cyclical.”

She also complained that there are 
homeowners who rent their homes two 
times a year just so they can be grandfa-
thered as a STR. 

“They aren’t renting it long-term and 
they aren’t going to sell it so that doesn’t 
help the economy,” she said. “We already 
have a housing problem because rents are 
too high and people with jobs can’t even 
afford to buy.”

She cited a couple who prior to the 
pandemic rented a home for $21,000 for 
three months because if  90 days they 
didn’t have to pay the sales tax. But when 
the pandemic hit, the owner raised the 
price to $42,000 for three months which 
meant the couple couldn’t afford to rent 
it anymore.

“The owners could have made mon-
ey on the house for $21,000 but they de-
cided they wanted to make more money 
as opposed to the money they could make 
for a long-term rental and we lost people 
in our community,” she said.

At that Weller said “house prices are 
crazy everywhere.”

“We are just going to have to agree to 
disagree because I am on the other side of  
this,” he said.

According to the mayor, the Planning 
Board now has three choices regarding 
the amended verbiage: one, to recom-
mend approval, two, to recommend not 
to approve, or three, to take no action. 

The next Planning Board meeting is 
July 22 either at the Rec Park or the Com-
munity Building if  renovations are com-
plete.
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Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUPALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Office: 828-526-4663 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

555 &537 N 5th St. 
Highlands

4.80 acres
LIVE 

IN THE HEART 
OF HIGHLANDS!

$5,950,000

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 828-371-3877 
Office: 828-526-4663 
dana@landmarkrg.com 

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF COMBINED 
EXPERIENCE SERVING THE PLATEAU

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5                         in service. 
Experience the difference with the #1 Small Team at Allen Tate Realtors.

828.200.6165 
828.200.9179

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
7 days 

Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Open
Wed. through Sun.
Bistro opens at 4p

Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

It is a privilege to work with you.

#1 Broker
in HCMLS

$1 BILLION
Total Career Sales Volume

TOP
100 Sotheby’s International Realty Agent Worldwide

Thank you.

TOP
Broker in North Carolina since 2016

JODY LOVELL | (828) 226.6303

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 
5:30-9p 

April Days:
Tues. - Sat.

OPEN HOUSES THIS WEEKEND!
Open to the Public. See ad on page 23

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

Celebrating 30 years in Highlands!


