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David, Kwiyoung and Zion Baumgarten

By Kristin Fox
This November when Ma-

con County voters go to the polls, 
there is one local competitive elec-
tion on the ballot – the Macon 
County Board of  Education Dis-
trict 4 at large seat. 

For the District 4 seat, vot-
ers will have three candidates to 
choose from with incumbent Jim 
Breedlove being challenged by 
John deVille and Danny Reitmeier.

Two other seats are also on 
the ballot; however, both candi-
dates are running unopposed. In-
cumbent Hilary Wilkes is running 
for District 1 while incumbent 
Melissa Evans is running for Dis-
trict 3.

John deVille Danny ReitmeierJim Breedlove

Incumbent Breedlove will 
be seeking another term adding 
to the 16 years he has served as 
the Board Chairman. Breedlove 
was recently named 2022 Macon 
County Chamber of  Commerce 
“Citizen of  the Year” award.

Deville who is a 30-year 
teacher and public education 
advocate has been a longtime 
Franklin High School social stud-
ies teacher teaching American 
history, government and philoso-
phy. DeVille was named the 2006-
2007 Macon County Teacher of  
the Year.

Reitmeier is a veteran who 
served in the U.S. Air Force and 

‘Secure Foods’ provides emergency meal 
kits for WNC Hurricane Helene survivors

By Kim Lewicki
Secure Foods, a woman- and 

minority-owned small business 
nestled right here in the Highlands, 
is reaching out to the heart of  our 
community for support. They’re 
calling for donors to sponsor non-
perishable meal kits, crafted to 
nourish families and individuals 

who are facing the aftermath of  
Hurricane Helen’s wrath in Ashe-
ville and nearby towns such as 
Swannanoa, Black Mountain, Lake 
Lure, Boone and others.

“We’ve already delivered thou-
sands of  non-perishable meals to 
the Highlands Food Pantry and 

• See SECURE page 24

Early Voting Starts Today!

Three candidates vye for 
BOE District 4 seat

By Kristin Fox
This past weekend, the Fed-

eral Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) opened up a 
fourth Disaster Recovery Center 
(DRC) in western North Carolina 
to help survivors of  the recent 
hurricane Helene. The new DRC 
was opened in Jackson County 
in an effort to reach more North 

Carolina survivors who experi-
enced loss from the recent hurri-
cane. 

The Jackson County DRC 
is located in the Jackson County 
Annex Building, 198 WBI Drive, 
Sylva. The recovery center hours 
are from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Sunday. The other DRC’s 
are located in Asheville, Lenoir 

and Marion and operate during the 
same times and days as the new 
center in Sylva.

To find these centers’ loca-
tions go to fema.gov/drc or text 
“DRC” and a zip code to 43362. 
Additional recovery centers will 
be opening soon as the need de-
mands. All centers are accessible 

• See FEMA page 27

FEMA approves $96 MM in aid in NC
Opens Disaster Recovery Center in Sylva; Resource Center in Highlands 

Secure Foods kits are delivered to the Beloved Asheville sorting and distribution warehouse.
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•Weather•

•SnapShot• 

Photo by Amy Ramey

Northern 
Lights 
ignite

Do you have a heartfelt, 
funny, interesting, or beauti-
ful photo you would like to 
share in our new “ShapShot” 
section? Email it to highland-
seditor@aol.com or text it to 
828-200-1371, with a brief  
description and a name. No 
anoonymous photos will be 
accepted.

The town and residents 
are now entering an as-
sessment period to Hur-

ricane Helene response. What 
did we do well and what can we 
do better? I will focus this article 
on how each one of  us should 
prepare for the next storm. 
Preparation for the approaching 
Helene was made by the town 
and by many residents, but hon-
estly no one in WNC anticipat-
ed the severe impact and loss of  
all utilities and communications 
services. Such disturbances could happen 
again, or another Blizzard of  1993, or a 
Carrington solar event as in 1859.

Preparation in this case translated 
into having the resources to respond to 
difficult situations after the storm had 
passed. A surprise to the entire region was 
how internet and cell phone communica-
tion was completely lost. The communica-
tion failure initially crippled the town and 
region and hampered emergency response 
efforts. I believe the town should have an 
emergency StarLink system ready for im-
mediate deployment for the next severe 
storm.

What I learned was that our private 

vehicles can serve as a personal 
emergency center. That may 
have not been the case for many 
folks in flooded areas north of  
us where homes and property 
including vehicles were lost, but 
for Highlanders the vehicles re-
mained operational.

Like as in Helene, for the 
next impending storm approach-
es, I will make sure my car is fully 
fueled. In Highlands we discov-
ered our service stations had no 
internet which is needed now to 

pump gas. To solve this problem, I hope 
the owners of  the gas stations, as well as 
other critical providers such as hardware 
and food services, will have generators and 
internet – Starlink or Hotwire, which never 
went down -- to at least provide marginal 
services.

A fully fueled vehicle can charge cell-
phones and other devices. Also, one can 
listen to local radio stations from a vehicle. 
I recommend also having an emergency ra-
dio that runs on batteries and or has a hand 
cranked generator.

As mayor, my only way of  commu-
nicating for a while was sending out up-
dates by way of  WHLC. On the Saturday, 
a week after the storm, a resident saw me 
in the downtown areas and began asking 
me about road closures and other ques-
tions about the storm. I was puzzled in that 
the person did not seem to know anything 
about the updates I had sent out by way of  
radio. One update had just been on WHLC 
just before I talked with the person. I asked 
him if  he had been listening to WHLC? 
His response was what was that? I told him 
it was our local radio station. He told me 
did not know about it since he only listened 
to Sirius. So, being able to access our local 
station is critical. WHLC with their old FM 
technology was a reliable source for infor-
mation.

My other recommendation is to have a 
stash of  cash prior to a storm. We all found 
that the credit card systems were down just 
after Helene and remained down at many 
facilities some time. Cash, too, is old school 
stuff, but still viable and the only option in 
an emergency.

Another suggestion would be to draw 
water into several containers prior to a 
storm. Thank goodness Highlands was 

Lessons Helene taught us

• See MAYOR page 4
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SEP 30 - OCT 31

Discover the flavors of the season  
with fall food and beverage features.
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Before you list with any firm, 
always get a second opinion. 
We are not afraid of competition.

Contact John Sheehan for a
professional consultation.

404 790 9716  
John@MountainLifeRE.com

Where Luxury Meets Altitude

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

POST AND BEAM... WORK OF ART
4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Private gate, 4.56 Acres

Lake, walking trails, pet friendly
Offered for $2,395,000

•InveStIng at 4,118 Ft• 

John Sheehan, Broker 
Mountain Life 

Properties
828-239-8814

Home values rise amongst a steady 
volume of sales

How’s the market do-
ing?” remains a frequent 
question and topic of  

interest amongst local home-
owners who’ve benefited from a 
steady rise in values over the last 
few years. 

Since 2020, when COVID 
spurred increased interest in 
owning a rural mountain home, 
we have witnessed particularly 
high growth in terms of  both 
sales volume and prices. Locally, 
we saw average closing price in-
creases in excess of  20% in both 
2021 and 2022, but we noticed in 
2023 average closing sales prices increased 
slightly less than 10% year over year. While 
still a nice gain, it seemed we were returning 
to a more normal pace. Yet in 2024, home 
values are charging upward again. 

When comparing home sales in our 
MLS from June 1st to October 14th for 
2023 against 2024, one can see a couple of  
things. First the “Big Three” of  Highlands, 
Cashiers, and Sapphire accounted for nearly 
three quarters of  all home sales in our MLS; 
34%, 18%, and 21% respectively; while the 
other areas of  Glenville, Lake Toxaway, 
Cullowhee, Franklin, Scaly Mountain, etc. 
shared the remaining sales. 

The second curiosity is we experienced 
nearly the same volume of  home sales (296 
vs 280) in the compared time period, but 
we had a 21% increase in the average clos-
ing price of  homes. Here are my thoughts 
on why. 

Early this year many REALTORS, my-
self  included, believed the local real estate 
market might be “held back” due to the up-
coming election and the related uncertainty 
of  what could happen to investment mar-
kets, depending on which party wins. Since 
our local real estate market is highly tied to 

cash-buyers and therefore tends 
to mimic the trends in invest-
ment markets, it seemed a good 
assumption that this year would 
not see exceptional growth in 
housing demand nor home val-
ues. 

However, the stock market 
has quietly risen to a recent all-
time high, and it seems the co-
incidental increase in personal 
wealth has enabled investing 
here to continue to thrive. Be-
yond that influence and in light 
of  the very unfortunate storm 
impacts to our sister communi-

ties of  Western North Carolina and areas 
across Florida; it is possible we may ex-
perience even more demand for homes 
within the bounds of  our MLS, which was 
spared from the horrific impacts realized 
elsewhere. 

As of  October 14, 2024, we had 416 
active homes for sale with 175 (42%) of  
the homes at a List Price above $1,500,000. 
175 is not a lot of  homes to satisfy the po-
tential demand from deep-pocketed buy-
ers who could soon be turning their eyes 
to find and purchase an available second 
luxury home here, rather than rebuilding in 
one of  the negatively impacted areas. 

Time will tell us the answer to an 
equally important question, “Where is our 
market going?” 

• John Sheehan is a Broker at Mountain 
Life Properties. Adeptly serving the luxury real 
estate sales market and located in Highlands 
within their log cabin office at 134 Maple Street.

• The Mountain Life Properties team wel-
comes all to stop by to say hello, visit our website 
MountainLifeRE.com, or reach us at 828-239-
8814.

able to keep water services during and after 
the storm but having a supply of  potable 
water is always advisable.

The Highlands Town Board of  Com-
missioners will meet tonight starting at 6 
pm at the Highlands Community Center. 
The first session will be a workshop re-
viewing building code policies. The 7 pm 
meeting will be the official business meet-

ing. One response to the emergency will 
be a review of  the town website and how 
it can be enhanced to provide updates 
during an emergency as well as during rou-
tine operations.

Both meetings can also be remotely 
accessed by using a link on the town web-
site.

...MAYOR continued from page 2
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UNR I VA L ED

170 Mossy Rock Road
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $799,000 | MLS #104336 
Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828.556.1252

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings

75 Hemlock Woods Drive
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,280,000 | MLS #105971 

Steve Sheppard & Rick Harrison | 404.219.1349
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Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - 9p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

7 Days a 
Week

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Celebrating Our 30th Year 
Taste the Difference, Always Fresh!

Open
7 Days 
a Week

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590
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Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL 

COFFEE BAR NOW OPEN 

Th1mday through Sunday -- Ji-om Sam --

790 North +ch Street, Highlands I info@oucposcinnhighlands.com f 828-482-7716 

• 
• 

� J J ENTERTAINING 
MADE EASY ./ 

Appetizers 
Fresh Produce 

ouse made Salad 
ut-to-Order Steak 
Sides and Entrees 

• Fresh Baked Goodies
Sandwiches •

•letterS•

Dear Editor,
A Trump supporter mistakenly said I thought Trump 

wrote Project 2025. Of  course not. It was written for the 
next Republican POTUS by those who fund and support 
Trump, and many who worked for him in his first admin. 
It’s been written by people who want to have rights in this 
country for the few, not all. It is a way of  expressing their 
beliefs that started in the late 1970s and has evolved into 
the authoritarian playbook they hope to enact with the 
next POTUS elected that has been bought and paid for by 
the ultra-wealthy of  America and the world. 

You are correct that he did not write it, but those Re-
publicans that support him and many that worked for him 
did write it. And as everyone knows, Trump lies almost 
every time he opens his mouth. Trump is the Lawless 
One from religious text. How can anyone who believes 
that the way of  Jesus is the path of  life that we should try 
to follow still support this provoker of  hate, fear, exclu-
sion, and heartlessness? 

Trump puts wealth over everything else, and there 
are many people in nations across the world that have put 
the accumulation of  wealth above all things spiritual. A 
narcissistic person like Trump who insists citizens put loy-
alty to him over loyalty to our country, and who has never 
served anyone but himself, should never be president. 

How can those who profess to believe in our Con-
stitution seek to limit Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of  
Happiness for all those who disagree with the religion or 
sexual preference of  those in power? 

Are we to go back to the society rules that existed 
pre civil war? Why should the government dictate who 
you are allowed to love or the decisions you make about 
your life?

Why should women have to go back to a time when 
they had few rights and were forced to do as they were 
told by their husbands and the government? And before 
you try to deflect and reply with your “Democrats are 
killing babies” nonsense that Trump and some of  your 
pastors told you to say, I don’t know anyone who is Pro-
Abortion, and neither do you!

People are Pro Choice and believe that everyone 
has God-given free will, and that you are not the judge! 
Mind your own business, because your judgement day will 
come! 

Many Republicans have joined in this fight and are 
voting for Harris. It certainly does not mean you are a 
Democrat, just that you are putting your country first. 
Elect the Democrats; then we can continue to work on 
the problems that need to be fixed. 

United we stand, Divided we fall!
Rick Rawlins

Highlands

United we stand, Divided 
we fall!

The record speaks for itself
Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to a letter in the Oct. 3 “Mr. 
Trump has proven he’s not up to the job.”

Alexis de Tocqueville, the French political philoso-

pher, expressed in Democracy in America, that no dem-
ocrat has ever been known to wish for more common 
sense, more natural insight, wisdom and judgment than 
he already has. In applying Tocqueville analysis to last 
week’s letter “Mr. Trump has proven he’s not up to the 
job” Democrats remain devoid of  desire of  these traits. 
One would have to be delusional to believe that Kamala 
Harris has made and would make our country more safe 
and secure. 

When Biden/Harris came into office, the U.S. was 
involved in no “hot” conflicts anywhere in the world. No 
U.S. soldiers had been killed for 18 months in Afghanistan. 
ISIS had been wiped out. Biden/Harris’ national security 
advisor, Jake Sullivan stated that “the Middle East is qui-
eter today than it has been in two decades.” The Abraham 
Accords had been signed securing peace between Israel 
and its Arab neighbors. What’s happened since?

We are engaged “for however long it takes” in a proxy 
war with the largest nuclear power in the world. We have 
committed $115 billion to Ukraine, including $20 billion 
to pay the pensions of  their government workers. Biden/
Harris nixed peace talks and are considering firing long 
range missiles into Moscow.

A complete FUBAR of  a withdrawal from Afghani-
stan including 13 dead U.S. soldiers and the loss of  $80 
billion in military hardware. Stunningly, since the killing of  
our soldiers, Biden/Harris has given $2.1 billion of  “hu-
manitarian aid” to the Taliban. 

Biden/Harris lifted Trump’s crippling economic 
sanctions that denied Iran means to fund terrorist ven-
tures. Biden/Harris then granted Iran access to $6 billion 
frozen by the Trump administration. Tied to Iranian fund-
ing, Hamas murdered 1,200 in Gaza, the Houti’s launched 
72 attacks on commercial ships in the Red Sea resulting in 
seafarers’ deaths and billions in lost goods, and Hezbollah 
launched thousands of  rockets into Israel from Lebanon. 
Biden/Harris announced a $157 billion aid package to 
Lebanon one week after the devastation of  Helene. (I can 
personally attest FEMA has not shown its face in Spruce 
Pine or Burnsville 8 days after the storm.)

Every year of  Biden/Harris, the military has fallen 
tens of  thousands of  recruits short of  its goals, despite 
lowering standards, offering large bonuses and reducing 
strength force numbers. The U.S. Navy utilized a drag 
queen in an effort to “increase recruitment and attract a 
diverse workforce”. Doesn’t that make you feel safer al-
ready?

 The impact of  unbridled illegal immigration may be 
the most consequential security issue of  all. Yet, these de-
lusional Democrats would point to a cadre of  “experts” 
who cannot construct a logical argument that we are safer 
today than four years ago. Some of  these were the “ex-
perts” that told us Hunter Biden’s laptop had the earmarks 
of  Russian disinformation. Trump has his own cadre of  
over 400 “experts” that vouch for his capacity to compe-
tently steer foreign policy. 

Both Biden/Harris and Trump have records we can 
assess. No “experts” are needed. 

Chip Miller
Highlands, NC

• See LETTERS page 8
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30% off all cleaning & repairs
FREE Pickup & Delivery

Open for the last 39 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its 
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and 

contemporary pieces from around the world.
HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA

ORLANDO

We Purchase Antique RugsMon.-Sat: 9:30a-6p • Sun: noon-5p

(828) 526-5759

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Breakfast
8-10:30a

Lunch
11a to 3p

Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
Open Mon. - Sat. for Breakfast & Lunch

Dear Editor,
Amidst all of  the support, we have also 

seen an uptick in untrustworthy sources try-
ing to spark chaos by sharing hoaxes, con-
spiracy theories, and hearsay about hurri-
cane response efforts across our mountains.

While it is true, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s response to Hurri-
cane Helene has had its shortfalls, I’m here 
to dispel the outrageous rumors that have 
been circulated online:

Hurricane Helene was NOT geo-
engineered by the government to seize 
and access lithium deposits in Chimney 
Rock.

Nobody can control the weather.
Charles Konrad, director of  the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration’s Southeast Regional Climate Center, 
has confirmed that no one has the technol-
ogy or ability to geoengineer a hurricane.

Current geoengineering technology 
can serve as a large-scale intervention to 
mitigate the negative consequences of  nat-
urally occurring weather phenomena, but 
it cannot be used to create or manipulate 
hurricanes.

Local officials have confirmed the 
government is NOT seizing Chimney 
Rock.

There was no “special meeting” held 
in Chimney Rock between federal, state or 
local governments about seizing the town.

Local officials are NOT abandon-
ing search and rescue efforts to bull-
doze over Chimney Rock.

Chimney Rock is NOT being bull-
dozed over.

Rutherford County emergency servic-

es personnel are going to extensive lengths 
to search for missing people, including in 
debris by using cadaver dogs to locate any 
remains of  individuals trapped in the de-
bris.

Just as every other community in 
Western North Carolina, Chimney Rock 
officials are focused first and foremost on 
recovery efforts, followed by plans to re-
build in the future.

FEMA is NOT stopping trucks or 
vehicles with donations, confiscating 
or seizing supplies, or otherwise turn-
ing away donations.

FEMA does not conduct vehicle 
stops or handle road closures with armed 
guards - all road closures are managed by 
local law enforcement who are prioritizing 
getting resources to their fellow commu-
nity members.

FEMA has NOT diverted disaster 
response funding to the border or for-
eign aid.

Disaster response efforts and indi-
vidual assistance are funded through the 
Disaster Relief  Fund, which is a dedicated 
fund for disaster efforts.

FEMA’s non-disaster related presence 
at the border has always been of  major 
concern to me, even before Hurricane He-
lene, and I will continue to condemn their 
deployment of  personnel to the southern 
border, but we must separate the two is-
sues.

FEMA is NOT going to run out of  
money.

FEMA officials have repeatedly af-
firmed that the agency has enough money 

Debunking Helene response myths

• See LETTERS page 10
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Million dollar views minutes from 
downtown Highlandsin VZ Top. 
Upper level unit with one-level living 
Two bedrooms, two updated baths, 
an open kitchen with breakfast bar, 
living room with a wood burning 
fireplace, and custom built-ins. Of-
fered at $530,000 mls # 104136

Move-in condition, off  Buck Creek 
Road on Western Rhodes Road. 3 
bedrooms, plus additional flex spaces. 
Multiple fireplaces. Open Great Room 
concept with custom kitchen, plank 
wood floors, stone fireplace in the 
covered porch with hot tub spa. Mas-
ters on main and upper floors, plus 
guestrooms Offered at $1,895,000. 
mls #100481

Furnished, 2/BD, 2/BA on a secluded 
hill in town. Gas fireplace. Full kitch-
en, covered and open deck. Covered 
carport and ample parking. Offered 
for only $615,000. mls #104652

Lovely year round living with this 3 
bed/3 ba dwelling that has a small 
yard. The house has a nice living room 
and open dining and modern kitchen. 
split bedrooms each with baths. rear 
deck and a covered side porch. Lower 
level has a bedroom and bathroom, 2 
car garage and great workshop with 
storage. In excellent condition. Of-
fered at $695,000. mls#103898

Three bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home on 
1.15 acres. Lovely, wooded lot with 
beautiful landscaping, window boxes, 
firepit and water feature. Outdoor shed 
and workshop. Main level has an open 
kitchen and dining area. Large living 
area with primary bedroom, ensuite 
bath with garden tub. Upstairs are two 
bedrooms with walk-in closets, large 
hall bath and extra storage. This home 
can be a vacation or short-term rental. 
All for only $595,000. mls #104651

In Highlands Mountain Club, this 
beautifully maintained, 2/BD 2/BA 
condo is offered furnished with some 
exceptions. With hardwood floors 
throughout, an updated kitchen and 
main bathroom, this unit is move-in 
ready. Enjoy covered porch or open 
deck looking out on a pond. A friendly 
adult community w/clubhouse, pool 
and tennis court. Offered at $549,000.  
mls#104688

Lovely 2/BD, 2/BA, with guest room, 
recently renovated. Comfortable layout 
with a massive outdoor porch-deck 
area. Modern kitchen and living room 
with fireplace. One of  the best houses 
available for the price. Offered at 
$699,000.  mls #104147

Lovely cabin on the Highlands side 
of  Franklin. Sits high on a ridge with 
some mountain view and privacy. Home 
features a great room, fireplace, dining 
room and kitchen, one bedroom and 
bath on the main level, upstairs has 
two loft bedrooms and a bath. Terrace 
level has a family room with a full bath, 
laundry room and additional storage. 
Detached carport. Offered at $550,000.  
mls #103751

Beautifully resurrected from 2 log 
homes dating back to the early 
1800s. It combines the old with all 
the creature comforts of  new. The 
kitchen, dining and hallways are lined 
with River reclaimed cypress.. Ceilings 
are painted pine and antique tobacco 
poles. Reclaimed heart pine flooring, 
custom made chandelier from South 
Africa, reclaimed wormy chestnut 
accents on walls. Guest cabin suite: 
separated from the main cabin by a 
covered breezeway to insure privacy 
for your guest.   Offered at $2,195,000.  
mls # 103597

The home has wood floors in every 
room, in addition to the open floor 
plan, double pane cathedral windows 
and solid wood doors. This home has 
been lovingly cared for. Boasting an 
updated kitchen, bathrooms and a 
great screened in porch with tile floors 
for enjoying the fresh mountain air. 
Come enjoy our Mountain town in 
your new home! Offered at $1,399,000. 
mls #103736

Upgraded and renovated, this 
house has views of  Whiteside and 
Big Bear Pen. This in town prop-
erty and includes the lot below for 
view protection, build on it, or sell 
with sewer access. 2BR/2BA, wood 
floors, heated tile in bathrooms, 
wood burning fireplace, vaulted 
ceiling in living room and a large 
loft. Nicely landscaped yard with 
circular driveway, parking pad and 
firepit. Side yard fenced for easy 
access & pet safety. Close to Main 
Street Highlands, Mirror Lake & 
Lake Sequoyah. Offered at $950,000 
mls #103178

Off  Buck Knob Road, this one of  a 
kind log cabin on a knoll with a lovely 
yard and view. 2/BD and 2/BA on 
the upper level; main level has living 
room, dining room, kitchen, bath and 
two large porches. Lower level has a 
garage, family room and bath. Offered 
at $1,495,000. mls #102878

Located close to town home sits level 
to enter and has a side yard with a 
firepit. The cottage has a kitchen/din-
ing room, primary bedroom and bath 
on the main level and it opens out to 
a lovely porch for outdoor living. The 
terrace level has a living room that 
opens to the side yard, 2 bedrooms 
and a bath. Grandfathered Short-
Term Rental. Furnishings negotiable. 
Offered at $749,999. mls #104017

Close to downtown, this home has a 
primary suite on the main level with 
a living room with a gas log fire-
place, half  bath, dining room and 
large kitchen. French doors open to 
the wrap-around covered deck with 
outdoor wood-burning fireplace and 
large seating area. Below the deck is 
a large fire pit. Upstairs are two large 
bedrooms and a bath. Movie theatre 
and pool table with workout room up-
stairs. with a 1/BD and 1/BA. Also, 
morning kitchen guest cottage with 
covered porch. Offered at $1,595,000. 
mls #105793

Located close to town, this Starter 
cottage features 2 bedrooms and 3 
baths. One car garage could be con-
verted to a family room. 3 levels that 
house a livingroom/kitchen/dining 
on main, bedroom and bath on 2nd 
level. Primary bedroom, bath, den 
with tv, office, and full bath, outdoors 
has a patio-deck that enjoys the rush-
ing water of  the Cullasaja river over-
flow from Mirror Lake. Offered at 
$499,000. mls #103969
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Overlooking the historic Donald Ross 
golf course in Highlands Country Club, 
this charming 4BR/4BA cottage was 
built in 1940, establishing it as one of 
the “grande dame” homes in Highlands. 
Details you won’t find in today’s homes, 
such as scalloped wood trim, give it an 
abundance of character. Featured 
highlights are:

•  Views of the 17th hole of the golf course 
from the stone front porch

•  Living room with wormy chestnut walls 
and a double-sided stone fireplace 
shared with the dining room

•  Wall of windows in the dining room

•  Exquisite antique Belgian tiles in the 
kitchen, along with stainless appliances 
and countertops, blend vintage 
elegance with modern convenience

Don’t miss your chance to own an original. 
Contact Dinah today!

MLS# 105748   |   $2,999,000
DINAH DAVIS
828.200.2486
dinah.davis@bhhsmmr.com

Why settle for a copy 
when you can own an original?

They don’t make ‘em like this anymore. They may try, but in today’s 
crank-‘em-out, copy cat world, their efforts fall short. Corners are cut. 

Originality is sacrificed for homogeneity — for the lowest common design 
denominator that will appeal to more people. This home isn’t that. 

This home is a true original and has the pedigree to prove it.

488 Main St, Highlands  |  MeadowsMountainRealty.com

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, 
LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate.  Equal 
Housing Opportunity.

for immediate response and recovery needs 
over the next few months.

In the coming months, Western North 
Carolina is going to need more disaster relief  
funding than is currently available to assist 
with recovery efforts.

I’m confident that supplemental di-
saster relief  funding, which I am already 
involved in the process of  creating, will be 
considered in the House once we return to 
session in mid-November.

FEMA cannot seize your property or 
land.

Applying for disaster assistance does 
not grant FEMA or the federal government 
authority or ownership of  your property or 
land.

The FAA is NOT restricting access 
to airspace for Helene rescue and recov-
ery operations.

Nobody seeking to fly resources into 
Western North Carolina will be prohibited 
from doing so by the FAA or North Caro-
lina Emergency Management so long as they 
coordinate their efforts with NC Aviation.

If  you are looking to conduct an airdrop 
of  resources but don’t know who to contact 
for approval, please reach out to my office 
and we will share that information with you.

FEMA is NOT only providing $750 
to disaster survivors to support their re-
covery.

The initial $750 provided to disaster 
survivors is an immediate type of  assistance 
called Serious Needs Assistance that may be 
made to individuals in need as soon as they 
apply for FEMA assistance.

The $750 is an upfront, flexible pay-
ment to help cover essential items like food, 
water, baby formula and medication while 
FEMA assesses the applicant’s eligibility for 
additional funds.

This award is just the first step of  a lon-
ger process to provide financial assistance to 
disaster survivors in need of  federal support.

As an application moves through the 
review process, individuals are eligible to 
receive additional forms of  assistance for 
other needs such as temporary housing, per-
sonal property and home repair costs, etc.

I encourage you to remember that ev-
erything you see on Facebook, X, or any 
other social media platform is not always 
fact. Please make sure you are fact check-
ing what you read online with a reputable 
source.

These conspiracy theories, while cer-
tainly frustrating, have done more harm than 
most people may realize. The spreading of  
falsehoods has diverted state, local, and fed-
eral resources from helping NC-11 recover 
toward refuting hearsay and repeatedly try-
ing to set the record straight.

Our priority MUST be unified on the 

...LETTERS continued from page 8

Dear Editor,
The only rational reason I can come 

up with for why the presidential race is cur-
rently as close as it is must be because Re-
publicans, especially women, have not actu-
ally taken a close look at who their party has 
brought forth as the presidential candidate. 
This is one of  those times, in my opinion, 
when putting country before party is ex-
tremely important. 

Now, I know that it is very common 
for many (perhaps most) of  us to just say 
to ourselves “Well, I’m a Republican or a 
Democrat so of  course I will vote for the 
candidate of  my party.” If  you plan to vote 
for Trump simply because he is a Republi-
can are you assuming that he will naturally 
share your values and govern accordingly? 
Please look deeper! 

Trump’s conservative policies and 
tough stance on social and cultural issues 
are certainly appealing to many Republi-
cans but, in my opinion, do not outweigh 
the danger he presents in so many other 
ways. Those dangers can be summed up 
by taking a close look at Project 2025 and 
becoming familiar with Agenda 47. Even if  
you are in agreement with many of  those 
guidelines put forth in these extremist blue-
prints, it is very likely that you will be in op-
position to many points and even offended 
by some. 

 It’s also important to ask yourself  
why so many people who had worked in 
Trump’s previous administration and had 
the opportunity to observe his governing 
first hand, including a number of  top-rank-
ing generals, are now vehemently opposed 
to the possibility of  him becoming presi-
dent again. 

Recently a bipartisan group (741 mem-
bers) of  national security leaders came out 
in a letter to endorse Harris (see LTE from 
The Board of  the Highlands Democratic 
Precinct in the newspaper on 10/3) ulti-
mately stating that “Mr. Trump has proven 
he is not up to the job.” 

Many other high-profile Republicans 
have made the same decision—to put 
Country Above Party. Please take these 
facts into serious consideration when you 
make your voting decision. The well-being 
of  our country is at stake regarding this 

• See LETTERS page 12

recovery and repair of  Western North Caro-
lina’s mountains, businesses, families and 
homes. Any attempt to impede that goal is a 
disservice to the people of  NC-11.

Chuck Edwards
Member of  Congress

Country above party
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WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS   |  2334 CASHIERS ROAD, HIGHLANDS    |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS
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Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Fall is snuggle season.

HHoolldd  yyoouurr  lloovveedd  oonneess  cclloossee  aanndd  
eennjjooyy  tthhee  bbeeaauuttyy  ooff  tthhee  sseeaassoonn..
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801 SPLIT RAIL ROW 
$2,200,000 I MLS 104075 I 3 BED I 4 BATH 

Pam Nellis CHRISTIE'S I 
HIGHLANDS 

1-...HRr-.ATIONAl RfAL fSTATf CASHIERS 

(828) 787-1895 I pam.nellis@yahoo.com

Cole Fuhrman 
(843) 576-96531 cole@landmarkrg.com LANDMARK 

ll,IIISIIIISIUS&IIIOOflOO■IMS 

HomeWatch and Home Maintenance Services for Seasonal/Absentee 
Homeowners. We look for things like storm damage, pests, moisture 

and mold issues, leaky plumbing, electrical issues, vandalism and 
more. Proudly serving Franklin, Lake Nantahala, Highlands, Cashiers 

and Lake Glenville with thorough inspections and 
qualified vendors. 

ACCREDITED MEMBER 

��r+1 
NATIONAL HOMl WATCH ASSOCIATION 

...LETTERS continued from page 10
election outcome!

Vivian Brewer 
Highlands

Dear Editor,
Please stop printing FALSE Advertising 

supporting the Democratic Party. It is lies 
and disgusting..

Michael Andrews
Cashiers

Democratic support 
is disgusting

Dear Editor,
As the new term begins, the SCOTUS 

resumes under a cloud of  adverse public 
opinion with most of  the public favoring 
reform, particularly term limits. Recent il-
liberal decisions: Citizens United 

(political funding), Common Cause 
(Gerrymandering), Bruen (gun rights), 
Dobbs (abortion rights), W. Va v EPA 
& Chevron (government regulations), 
Trump (presidential power) provide por-
tents of  more decisions that will dramati-
cally impact our democracy. 

Although no bombshells yet in the 
new term, there are cases before the court 
concerning LGBTQ rights, voting rights, 
and government regulatory power. Most 
concerning is the aura of  corruption 
that hangs over the court regarding po-
litical biases, collusion, and received favors 
(bribes?). Judicial corruption at any level is 
alarming as it undermines the foundations 
of  a fair and functional legal system. A 
case in point is the bizarre series of  biased 
rulings in the classified documents case in 
FL that makes the concept of  a speedy 
trial laughable and points out the danger 
of  a partisaninfluenced judiciary. 

While SCOTUS reform is dependent 
upon unlikely congressional action and the 
slow turnover of  members, judicial reform 
is more attainable at the state level and vot-
ers should pay attention to the election of  
members of  the state high court to precip-
itate change. All down-ballot seats should 
be viewed as at least as important as those 
at the top of  the ticket. The outcome 
of  the current race for the NC Supreme 
Court is illustrative as Justice Allison Riggs 
must keep her seat if  the current party af-
filiation imbalance of  5 to 2 does not be-
come 6 to 1! 

Judicial reform will require public 
outcry and action. So, follow and support 
those reform- minded national legislators 

The problem of 
judicial corruption 

such as Sen Whitehouse (D-RI) and pe-
tition your state legislators to support re-
forms at that level. But most importantly 
Vote! 

H. Hackett Cummins 
Highlands 

Dear Editor,
What is a lie? A lie is an untruth, 

something that is not correct.
Why does someone lie? 1. To ma-

nipulate. 2. To save themselves from the 
consequences of  their behavior. 3. To 
communicate a statement that is fake with 
the intention of  misleading or deceiving 
someone.

Is it OK to lie? Sometimes we tell 
“white lies.” Usually when we do this, we 
don’t want to hurt someone’s feelings or 
make them feel uncomfortable.

When our children were growing up, 
my husband and I made sure they knew 
that lying was unacceptable behavior. 
When they did something wrong, but told 
the truth about what happened, we always 
told them we were proud that they owned 
up to the truth. Truth is important.

Now we have politicians who lie with 
every breath. They are the very people we 
elect to lead, to take care of  our precious 
democracy, the democracy too many of  
our young men and women have died to 
protect.

My question to you is: Are you okay 
with this? Are you comfortable to elect 
top of  ticket candidates who don’t tell the 
truth, not just one time, but repeatedly and 
dangerously? Are you comfortable with 
tolerating unprecedented bad behavior in a 
team who want to win no matter the cost? 
These are not “white lies,” but a continu-
ous stream of  untruths that are sometimes 
dangerous. Is this what we want, the same 
behavior we won’t tolerate in our kids? We 
need to hold this team to the same stan-
dard we hold our children. Do we love 
our country enough to vote this nonsense 
down? When we vote, it is a commitment 
to our democracy.

Please vote carefully on November 
5th. Please vote for a future based on 
truth, integrity and accountability.

Janet Clarke
Highlands

What is a lie?

May the best man
win

Dear Editor,
Hello to all my Macon County friends 

• See LETTERS page 13
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HIGHLANDS FALLS CC  |  MLS# 106041 |  $950,000
This easy-care Highlands Falls Country Club cottage awaits your arrival 
and it’s all ready for you! Recently renovated, it is completely tastefully 
furnished with two bedrooms and baths on the main level. Guest 
quarters, a bath, and a studio/den are downstairs. Multiple outdoor 
spaces give you access to fresh air and cool temps in the summer, 
while the gas log fireplace adds warmth and comfort in the winter. 
A one-car carport is attached to the home. Club membership is by 
invitation and needed to enjoy the amenities. Just a few minutes from 
town and you’re in another world of peaceful relaxation.

HORSE COVE  |  MLS# 106186 |  $595,000
Just minutes from downtown Highlands, this cozy home features two 
bedrooms and two baths with good separation on three floors. Lots of 
outdoor space to enjoy the mountains and a lovely pond across the 
road. You’ll love looking at the stars from the hot tub or cozying up to 
the fire pit on the deck. Inside you’ll find a rustic ambiance with lots of 
wood, large windows to bring the outside in, and a cozy gas fireplace 
for cooler times. Off the downstairs bedroom is an additional room 
along with the screened porch. The one-car carport has a small 
workshop behind it. Offered furnished. Adjoins national forest lands.

Who says you can’t find a Highlands home for less than $1M?
CHECK OUT THESE GREAT LISTINGS!

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

BETTY HOLT
(828) 526-4218  |  betty@bhhsmmr.com 
www.MeadowsMountainRealty.com

and associates for near 20 years 
in North Carolina. I am in shock 
after over 80 years living in five 
southern states, that the country 
I loved and defended for 24 years 
and serving in the US Army Na-
tional Guard has become a no 
man’s land.

We are now facing the most 
important election in my lifetime. 
Therefore, I am begging those 
who are making mass decisions 
politically running our country to 
wake up and smell the roses.

My life may be toward the 
end, but I worry not for me, but 
for our children’s, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren. To 
be safe and have a future to be 
proud of  and be happy.

I pray that we never forget 
our freedoms are at stake ! Good 
must overcome Evil!

May God bless our country, 
we now are witnessing how so-
ciety can be stirred and twisted 
with a philosophy that can be 
damaging to our people and 
country.

Brainwashing repeated TV 

ads that twist your mind and state 
of  consciousness to believe that 
they are going to help you! We 
are reminded now by looking at 
the response to Helene and in the 
southern states. A response that 
stinks of  distrust with our dollars 
and needs. Revenge is devilish and 
forgiveness is saintly!

I remember many years ago 
being told that there are those who 
would like to take over our country 
the {USA}. I well remember in my 
past military service being told we 
will have to be on constant alert 
and watch for those who hate us. 
Our enemies will intentionally take 
over by walking in and tearing us 
apart split us up take control of  
our liberties and country. {social-
istic attitude}

Now take note by being true 
to yourself  God and your family, 
your vote to protect our rights and 
country are now being tested. You 
could be the difference in your 
vote soon. If  you are here legally (a 
citizen) you have that right. Please 
use common sense!

Love conquers all things. Be 

...LETTERS continued from page 12 kind to all, wherever your personal 
beliefs or convictions are, that lead 
you. 

May God bless America! May 
the best man win!

SFC Harold Alexander 
Hawkins Jr. (Retired Veteran)

Franklin, NC 

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Dear Editor,
My name is Kira, and I am 

a high school sophomore who 
belongs to a country that I didn’t 
choose to be a part of. I’ve grown 
up with the words “America the 
Beautiful” ringing in my ears, but 
the past several years makes the 
patriotic notions I witness on the 
Fourth of  July feel disgusting. 
How can we praise a country that 
feels so incredibly divided, where 
women aren’t allowed to feel safe, 
and where humans who look or 
love “differently” are treated like 
refuse? I’m 15 years old. My voice 
is too young to make a difference 
right now. But I’m guessing that 
yours isn’t. 

Kira Wamsted, Atlanta GA

Vote and make a 
difference

• See LETTERS page 15
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Made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

Halloween on Main
THURSDay, October 31

6 – 8 pM
 

visithighlandsnc.com

Free!
Trick-or-Treating

Hot Dogs & Hot Chocolate
Live Music by 

ABC Combo, High 5 & DJ Mike Murphy
 

 

•Ink penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

What do Kansas and London 
have in common?

These mysteries have 
two things in com-
mon. Given my love 

of  murder mysteries, the ob-
vious commonality between 
the settings of  Kansas and 
London is, of  course, murder. 
I must admit, however, that 
what I enjoyed most about 
them was that they both in-
volved writers. 

The Mystery Writer 
by Sulari Gentill

I recall reading “The Woman in the Li-
brary” by this author and marveling at that 
mystery set in Boston. Her latest is set in 
Lawrence, Kansas. The main character is 
Theodosia Benton who leaves law school in 
Australia and lands on her brother’s doorstep 
in Kansas. She’s pursuing her dream to write 
a novel. 

Described as a “literary thriller that 
turns the world of  books and authors upside 
down,” this one kept me guessing. What does 
a conspiracy theory have to do with a mys-
tery writer? A yet to be published mystery 
writer? Hints from online posts are dropped 
throughout the book, and before long, you 
may believe in conspiracy theories yourself. 

Gentill’s writing process as described in 
a Q & A in the back of  the book intrigued 
me. “I’m not a plotter,” she says. “I just sit 
down and start writing. For me, the story un-
folds as I write it. I don’t really know what 
will be on the next page, let alone at the end 
of  the book, and I discover what I’m trying 
to say through the novel as a whole as I write 
it.” 

As a writer, I describe myself  as a pant-
ser, not a plotter, meaning I write by the seat 
of  my pants. I do create what I call a quasi-
outline, and yes, my characters often lead me 
in a slightly different direction, but her pro-
cess seems quite a bit looser. 

In “After She Wrote Him,” her first 
standalone novel, she “found herself  writing 
a mystery that spoke about the writer’s rela-
tionship with her characters.” That descrip-
tion was enough to send me in search of  that 
book. “The Woman in the Library,” her sec-
ond standalone, was “about the relationship 
between the writer and the reader.” 

This third one concerns “the writer’s 
place in society and the power of  the story 
to influence behavior.” Doesn’t it make you 
wonder what the next one will tackle?

While I wait to find out, I plan to find 

her Rowland Sinclair WWII 
Mysteries, set in Australia. It 
could become a favorite se-
ries. You never know.

Close to Death 
by Anthony Horowitz

Perhaps you’re famil-
iar with the author because 
you’re a fan of  Masterpiece 
Mysteries on PBS, or because 
you’ve read his Sherlock 
Holmes mysteries. Most re-
cently, I’ve watched “Moon-

flower Murders”—the sequel to “Magpie 
Murders”—on Sunday nights. Both are 
based on Horowitz’s mysteries. I first dis-
covered the author when I watched “Foyle’s 
War,” for which he wrote the screenplay.

“Close to Death” is the fifth book in 
his Hawthorne & Horowitz series. Haw-
thorne is a former London police detective, 
and Horowitz is tasked with writing about 
his exploits in the private sector. In the first 
four books, the author follows Hawthorne 
as he solves a murder case in real time. Sup-
posed to be an observer, Horowitz never 
fails to insert himself  into the action, mis-
takenly thinking he’s stumbled onto clues. 
Instead, he inevitably puts himself  in dan-
ger as he fumbles around. All of  this is writ-
ten from Horowitz’s point of  view.

This time, the tale starts out in third 
person, and it’s only sixty pages in that you 
hear from Horowitz in a section titled ‘The 
Fifth Book.’ It’s an ingenious structure. We 
learn that his publishing contract obligates 
him to write a fifth book, but because Haw-
thorne doesn’t have a current case, the au-
thor is forced instead to write about an old 
one. Thus, the book flips back and forth 
between the past and the present, and be-
tween first and third person. 

Filled with twists and turns until the 
very last page, this book will keep you 
guessing. Horowitz is surprised to learn 
who killed the victim “with a crossbow bolt 
through his neck,” and I predict you will be 
too.

Happy reading!

• Award-winning author Kathy Ma-
nos Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her 
cozy mysteries at Franklin Office Supply 
& Gifts, and on Amazon. Contact her at 
inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her 
on Facebook, www.facebook.com/Kathy-
ManosPennAuthor/. 
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Proudly Serving Our 
Mountain Communities. 

Over 25 years of time-tested investment discipline, 
helping clients achieve their goals. 

Marci Sherwood 
Highlands 

Donald Jowdy, Founder 
Tampa - Highlands 

Robin Cook 
Sanibel - Highlands 

SUNCOAST 
EQUITY MANAGEMENT 

PROSPERITY ADVISORS 

Highlands I Tampa I Sanibel 
828-487-8009 I SuncoastEquity.com I 431 N. 4th Street, Highlands 28741

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC, 
a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered Investment Advisor. 

OCTOBER  
SAT19
SUN20     

FALL
COLORS
FINE 
ART SHOW

THE ART LEAGUE OF HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Recreation Park - Civic Center  
600Fourth St.Highlands

10AM-5PM
DAILY

 ARTISTS SUPPORTING WNC
DISASTER RELIEF

...LETTERS continued from page 13
Inflation, deflation, 

and presidents
Dear Editor,

The economy of  this great nation, and 
indeed, the world, is a huge thing that, like 
those super tankers and container ships 
that help keep it all running, does not 
change direction very fast or easily short 
of  some major shock to the system.

There is also very little that a President 
can do to or for the economy without the 
help of  Congress. That is because almost 
everything that will seriously affect the 
economy involves either spending money 
or collecting money (taxes), and Congress 
writes the budget. Economists and histori-
ans have found that it takes about two years 
for a new President’s policies on the econ-
omy to begin to take effect. Laws have to 
be passed and budgets written and passed. 
This is why Presidents tend to get credit 
and/or blame for things their immediate 
predecessors did or put in motion.

Inflation is more money in the market-
place chasing the same amount of  goods, 
or the same amount of  money chasing less 
goods, causing prices to rise.

Prices going down is called deflation, 
and that scares economists and the manag-
ers of  the Federal Reserve even more than 
inflation, because it is a sign or a pathway 

to recession and unemployment.
Keeping prices from going either up or 

down too fast is mostly the job of  the Fed-
eral Reserve, over which the president has 
almost no control at all.

So, who’s to blame for the inflation? 
Well, both Trump and Biden did things that 
contributed to it.

Under Trump, the big ones were the 
huge tax cut (people and companies hav-
ing more money to spend) and the deal with 
OPEC to cut oil production by 20% for two 
years which raised gas prices very quickly (It 
expired in 2022 after Biden took office.)

Under Biden, it was mostly the spending 
on programs to keep families and businesses 
afloat during the COVID Crisis, which was 
intended to prevent a severe recession with 
even higher unemployment and business 
failures. And, much of  the inflation was also 
caused by shortages of  things due to break-
downs in supply chains and shutdowns here 
and in other countries.

There is not enough space in one letter 
to consider the plans and proposals of  the 
two candidates in this election and how they 
would or might affect the prices American 
consumers pay.

I’ll close with this from Philip K. Dick: 
“Reality is that which, when you stop believ-
ing in it, doesn’t go away.”

Robert G. Wertzler, Franklin, NC
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338 Main St.
526-4777

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Shop 
clothes, home, gifts 

& more 
at

The Molly Grace! 

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile on MainHighlands Mercantile on Main

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats at affordable 
prices!

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your 

Hattitude adjusted!

468 Carolina Way, 
Highlands

828-371-7890
haleysfinelingerie@gmail.com

MMooddeerrnn  MMTTNN  LLiiffee  
OOppeenn  MMoonn  --  SSaatt  1100  --  55  

Books • 
Gl�s 

• 
Her 

• 
Home 

A 
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Bra�ilian Cowhides 

BY 
Lauren G 

. 
� 

Lulu Blau.womans Boutique 

326 Main St. Highlands 
828.482.4375 

142 Hwy 107 Cashiers, NC 
828.482.5011 

Open Year Round 

It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

BIGBIG
FallFall

SALESALE

Beaudin 
Trunk Show

Nov. 9
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(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

352 Main Street, Highlands
828-526-4994

Jewelry for 
Every 

Occasion!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

 • Tinctures and oils
• Hemp products

• Jewelry/accessories
• Felt decor

• Dreamcatchers
• Local art
• Candles

JOHNNY WAS

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 84th season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p • Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

Come shop all our 
new fall arrivals.

Summer clearance 
still happening… 

• Free People • THML 
 • Z Supply 

• Michael Stars 
  • Vintage Havana

  Jeans by:
  Joes • AG 
   • Citizens   
   • Hudson  
  • Mother
  Shoes by:
  • ShuSh 
  • Diba   
  • Blowfish 
  • Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

 

MMooddeerrnn  MMTTNN  LLiiffee  
OOppeenn  MMoonn  --  SSaatt  1100  --  55  

Books • 
Gl�s 

• 
Her 

• 
Home 

A 
:T 

Bra�ilian Cowhides 

BY 
Lauren G 

. 
� 

Lulu Blau.womans Boutique 

326 Main St. Highlands 
828.482.4375 

142 Hwy 107 Cashiers, NC 
828.482.5011 

Open Year Round 

Come see our Come see our 
Fall arrivals!Fall arrivals!

It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!
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WINTER POOL SCHEDULE
Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm - 6 
lanes.

Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-
Fri. 10-11am with Karen Chambers.

Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. 
11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-1:30pm

 Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 
3:30-7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and 
Sunday 1-6pm

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open 

Meetings” are for anyone who thinks 
they may have a drinking problem 
or for anyone interested in the A.A. 
program of recovery. Highlands 
Mountain View Group holds open 
meetings in Highlands at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St., 
on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednes-
day and Friday at noon. Women’s 
Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The Cashiers 
Valley Group holds open meetings at 
the Albert Carlton Cashiers Com-
munity Library Monday at 8:30 AM, 
Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday and Sun-
day at 5 PM, and Saturday at 9 AM. 
For more information, please visit 
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with 
a member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-
4357.

MOVIES
• Movies at the Martin Lipscomb 

Performing Arts Center at PAC on 
Chestnut Street See adjoining ad.

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. every 

Monday - Friday 10am-1pm indoors 
for the winter (notice the days and 
time has changed), everyone is wel-
come meetings.

Thurs.-Sat.
Mountain Findings Hours: 

T10a to1p.
Mon.-Fri.
• Nantahala Tennis plays at the 

Highlands Rec Park 9a-1p.
Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am 

at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The 
cost for the class is $30 a month. The 
class is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s 
that provides grants and loans to wom-
en with financial need who want to 
return to school or further their edu-
cation meets at 10 a.m. More meeting 
places call president Paula McDonald 
at 706-372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-
6:15pm at the Hudson Library Meeting 
Room. 

1st Tuesdays through Dec.
• HUMC’s Community Table Din-

ner at the Community Building at at 6 
p.m. Sept. 3, Oct. 1, Nov. 5 and Dec. 3.

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets 

on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 
3pm. Writers still uncomfortable with 
in-person gatherings may participate 
via Zoom meetings For more informa-
tion contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec Park 

8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean mus-
cles using light weights, body weight, 
and high repetition to shape and tone. 
Learn proper form and range of mo-
tion to safely target all muscle groups 

for a metabolic boost and feel great. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop 

for Writers – Tuesdays from 5-6:30 
PM. Facilitated by Sam Renken, this 
group has a simple mission: to foster 
and provide consistent community for 
local writers thereby giving writers of 
all ages and genres the opportunity to 
write, read, revise, and present their 
work to the group.

• ESL classes are held at the Presby-
terian Church in Highlands from 6:30-
7:30pm. No registration required – just 
show up and participate. Questions? 
call 828-526-0863 or email info@ma-
conncliteracy.org

2nd Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health 
topics, held on the first Wednesday of 
each month at 11 AM. This series is 
aimed particularly at older adults and 
will focus on mental health topics of 
particular interest to them, but all ages 
are welcome to attend. The November 
1 program is Dementia: A Deeper Un-
derstanding. Reservations are required 
for this free event. To register, stop by 
the library or call 828-526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at the 

Hudson Library the second and fourth 
Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of each month 
to help patrons with their tech needs. 
Bring a smartphone, laptop, or other 
digital device to receive free assistance 
and support. No appointments are re-
quired - all are welcome.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside at 
the Rec Park. 10am-1pm, everyone 
is welcome so come out and enjoy a 
game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street is 
open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 
at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combo class 
with different types of exercise. Call 
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the 

Rec Park. An exhilarating and fun mix 
of martial arts for a calorie-burning 
workout. No martial arts background 
necessary Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

• At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thurs-
day afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone pro-
grams. 

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday af-

ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of 
children’s programs including board 
games, STEM programs, and crafter-
noons. 

Saturdays
• Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & 

creative movement class for Children 
3-4. The flow of class follows a story 
or theme that changes each month, 
engaging imaginations! Saturday 5:30-
6:30pm. 828-421-6720

• Adult Ballet - crafted for begin-
ners, but mindfully taught for all lev-
els. Ballet is an excellent way to move, 
grow stronger, improve balance, flex-
ibility and coordination while having 
fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-6720.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina 

Woodturners Club meets in High-
lands at The Bascom at 10 a.m. thru 
Nov.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main St. in their community 
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans 
to attend - email ncpost370@gmail.
com for more information or just join 
us at 9 AM .

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 

Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick 
around for visitation and coffee hour 
immediately after service. (Coffee 
hour is replaced by potluck dinner the 
1st Sunday of each month). 

Thru Mid-October
• Visit the Cashiers Historical So-

ciety every Friday & Saturday for a 

•hIghlanDS area eventS•

Showtimes: 2:30 PM and 7:30 PM on Saturday, 
2:30 PM on Sunday. 

Tickets are available online at www.rabungap.org/tickets

At 
Rabun Gap Nachoochee School 
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guided tour of the 1850s Zachary-Tol-
bert House and other historic struc-
tures on their five-acre campus. Tours 
will be available from 11am - 3pm on 
the top of the hour. CHS is located at 
1940 HY 107 S Cashiers, NC 28717.

Through Fri., Oct. 18
• There will be a FEMA Disas-

ter Survivor Assistance staff posted 
at the Highlands Police Department 
Conference Room on 372 Oak 
Street from 10am to 4pm. They will 
be assisting those impacted by the 
disaster in registering for FEMA as-
sistance or inquires on existing ap-
plications. 

Fri., Oct 18
• At Hudson Library in Highlands, 

Arts & Crafts of Bhutan with Dennis 
Desmond at 4 p.m. sponsored by the 
Arts Council of Macon County.

• Highlands and Macon middle 
school swim teams are teaming up 
for an end-of-season swim meet at 3 
pm at the Franklin Health and Fitness 
Center to help some of the middle 
school swim teams in Asheville hurt-
ing badly after Helene. Donations of 
non-perishable food, hygiene prod-
ucts, medical supplies, blankets, blow-
up mattresses, clothing, card games, 
books, and pet supplies can be taken 
to the Highlands Rec Park Pool and 
the Franklin Health and Fitness Cen-
ter. 

Sat. & Sun, Oct. 19-20
• At the Highlands Civic Center, 

Tall Colors Fine Art Show, sponsored 
by the Art League of Highlands Ca-
shiers from 10a to 5p. Artists Sup-
porting WNC Disaster Relief. 35 ju-
ried artists.

Sat., Oct. 19
• Highlands Greenway monthly workday 

and lunch at 4118 this Meet at 9a at the Rec 
Park; will concentrate on Helene cleanup. 
Lunch is at noon.

• At Hudson Library in Highlands, 
Arts & Crafts of Bhutan with Lama Ye-
she Palmo, a retired Buddhist nun now 
residing in Otto, Tales of the Thangkas, 
Part 1. Sponsored by the Arts Council 
of Macon County.

• At 3 pm, the Cashiers Historical 

Fall
Flavors
Wine

Tasting

208 N. 5th St.• 828-305-7509

 

Wednesday, October 23 • 5-7p
at The Secret Garden in Village Square

w/paired fall flavors charcuterie • $40/person

•hIghlanDS area eventS•
Society will host New York Times best-
selling author Anne Byrn at the Albert 
Carlton - Cashiers Community Library. 
Reservations not required. To learn 
more about the event, please contact 
CHS at (828) 743-7710 or at info@ca-
shiershistoricalsociety.org. 

Tues., Oct. 22
• HCH’s Dinner with Doc - Sur-

gical services options at HCH such as 
general surgery, hand surgery and colo-
noscopies - James Osborne, MD, 6-7p 
in Whiteside Cafeteria. For more infor-
mation, call 828-526-1345. Attendance 
is limited to 50 people. A buffet-style 
dinner will be provided.

Wed., Oct. 23
At Highlands School, groundbreak-

ing for Highlands Project at 9:30a.
• At The Secret Garden in Village 

Square, Fall Flavors Wine Tasting with 
paired Fall Flavor charcuterie 5-7 p.m. 
$40 per person. RSVP to 828-305-
7509, or TEXT to 828-200-5830.

Thurs., Oct. 24
• Highlands Parks and Recreation 

will have a Halloween Spooktacular 
Event on Thursday night from 5:30-
7:30pm. The event will include pump-
kin decorating, face painting, apple 
bobbing and other games geared to 
ages 5-10, but everyone is welcome. 
Wear your spookiest costume or 
come as you are. We look forward to 
a fun event for the whole family. 

• Bingo for Wreaths Across 
America 6:30-8:30p at the Commu-
nity Building.

Fri., Oct. 25
• At Hudson Library in Highlands, 

Arts & Crafts of Bhutan with Lama Ye-
she Palmo, a retired Buddhist nun now 
residing in Otto, Tales of the Thangkas, 
Part 2. Sponsored by the Arts Council 
of Macon County.

Sat., Oct. 26
• Highlands School Fall Festival 

5-8 p.m.
Thurs., Oct 31
• Highlands’ Main Street will 

transform into a festive pedestrian 
zone for “Halloween on Main” from 

6-8pm on Thursday, October 31. This 
family-friendly event invites ghosts 
and goblins of all ages to enjoy an eve-
ning of safe, fun activities. Participating 
merchants will hand out candy, sup-
ported by the Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC and 
delivered by the Interact Club. En-
tertainment includes: ABC Combo in 
front of The Park on Main, High Five 
playing in front of Berkshire Hathaway, 
DJ Mike Murphy spinning tunes mid-
way on Main Street

Fri., Nov. 8
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The Farm. 

FARM HARVEST DINNER & BARN 
DANCE. Book Online at OldEdward-
sHospitality.com/ChefDinners 

Sat., Nov. 9
• At Molly Grace, Beaudin Trunk 

Show.
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at HALF-

MILE FARM. JAZZ SUPPER. Book 
Online at OldEdwardsHospitality.
com/ChefDinners 
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Danielle Adriana

Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC
828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials
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saw combat in Saudi Arabia dur-
ing Desert Storm. He is a Land-
scape Maintenance Operations 
Manager at Clark & Co. Land-
scape Services in Franklin. This is 
Reitmeier second run vying for a 

seat on the school board. 
In an effort to give readers 

information about the candidates, 
we gave them questions and their 
responses are as follows: 

Jim Breedlove

I am a graduate of  The UNC 
at Chapel Hill with a BS and MBA 
in Business Administration and 
Finance. I have been a local bank-
er in the Franklin community for 
over 44 years. 

My community service in-
cludes 16 years and currently 
serving on the Macon County 
School Board, all four terms as 
Board chair, serving six terms as 
board member and two terms as 
President of  the Franklin Area 
Chamber of  Commerce, two 
terms as President of  Iotla School 
PTO, three terms as President of  
the Franklin Jaycees, Secretary/
Treasurer of  Macon Program 
for Progress Board of  Directors 
for 4 years, currently serving my 
sixth year as a member of  the 
Economic Development Com-
mission Board, 10 years on the 
Community Foundation of  WNC 
Board, three terms as President 
of  Franklin Little League Base-
ball Board, Macon County Youth 
Soccer Organization Board, Vol-
unteer Soccer, Baseball and Bas-
ketball coach and referee/umpire 
for over 20 years, and taught busi-
ness and finance classes at SCC 
for several years.

 I was deeply honored to 
be recognized as recipient of  the 
2022 Macon County Chamber of  
Commerce “Citizen of  the Year” 
award.

1. Why do you feel you are 
qualified to sit on the BOE? 

I feel I am the best qualified 
candidate to serve on the BOE 
due to my long tenure and experi-

ence serving on the board for the 
past 16 years. I was first elected in 
2008 and have been re-elected ev-
ery cycle since then. In addition, I 
have been unanimously elected to 
serve as board chairman each of  
those years. My experience, knowl-
edge base, and proven results accu-
mulated over these years would be 
essential the next four years as well.

2. What issues do you feel 
should be addressed at this time 
for the MC school system?

I feel that there are many and 
varied issues that need to be ad-
dressed at this time. Perhaps first 
and foremost is the successful 
completion of  the new Franklin 
High School which will be a state-
of-the-art facility. This new facility 
will ultimately serve every student 
in Macon County Schools. In ad-
dition, the facility safety issues at 
Highlands and Nantahala schools 
must also be addressed. It is also 
vital to continue to fight for more 
competitive salaries for our em-
ployees as well as seeking to hire, 
train, and retain quality teachers in 
our system.

3. What direction would you 
like to see the school board take 
in meeting the demands of  cur-
rent and future Macon County 
students such as schools, teach-
ers, resources, etc.? 

I truly feel that the current 
School Board is strategically taking 
the best possible approach towards 
meeting the demands and needs 
of  the current and future Macon 
County students. We have placed 
excellent and qualified people in 

our administrative positions to 
help facilitate the best possible 
decisions concerning our curricu-
lum offerings. In doing so, it will 
in turn give our students the best 
avenue to achieve their full poten-
tial. In addition, the current board 
is committed to mapping the best 
future course of  action to help 
enable both students and school 
personnel to meet the current and 
future demands of  our system. It 
is our hope to not only meet but 
exceed these demands in all pos-
sible aspects of  providing the best 
educational experience to all stu-
dents and staff.

4. What are some exam-
ples of  what our schools need 
to do to improve test scores?

Macon County Schools has 
created a three to five year stra-
tegic plan to increase student 
learning, increase test scores and 
to provide teachers and staff  with 
high impact professional develop-
ment. Our goal is to provide all 
Macon County students with a 
quality education and to learn crit-
ical thinking skills that will impact 
their lives so they can become 
productive citizens. Our plan is to 
ensure all elementary students re-
ceive quality instruction utilizing 
pacing guides, CKLA (content 
knowledge in language arts) LE-
TRS program (language essentials 
for teachers of  reading and spell-
ing) and fast bridge math pro-
gram so our students have been 
exposed to relevant, consistent, 
high quality knowledge once they 

...CANDIDATES continued from page 1

• See CANDIDATES page 21
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556 Highlands Rd Franklin, NC • 828.369.2871 

Call us today to schedule 
your closing

Enjoy Cool Fall Evenings 
in your New SPA

HOT TUBS / RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys for Men

828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands

It’s Sweater Weather!It’s Sweater Weather!
at

enter 5th grade. Once students 
enter 5th grade, we feel they are 
prepared and have been exposed 
to the same learning opportuni-
ties. In 5th-8th grade, students 
continue with consistent reading 
and math programs and higher 
order thinking skills so we can 
ensure all students are challenged.

Upon entering high school, 
students continue taking high 
quality core classes. Once stu-
dents are in high school, they 
begin to follow a strategic career 
path based on their goals and in-
terests. Students are exposed to 
CTE (career and technical) and 
other electives that will help pre-
pare them for their future. These 
learning opportunities are created 
to allow students to have choices 
so they can pursue their academic 
goals.

It is our belief  that by em-
powering our teachers while 
providing them with high impact 
teaching strategies as well as staff  
development, to ensure all levels 
of  learners are being challenged 
in the classroom. MCS has just 
embarked on our final goal of  our 
strategic plan and that is imple-
menting AVID learning into our 
K-12 curriculum. AVID is a high 
impact, critical thinking skills pro-
gram that provides teachers, staff  
and students with quality staff  de-
velopment opportunities through 
the use of  PLCs (professional 
learning communities) collab-
orative learning groups* Socratic 
seminars and peer tutoring.

Together with consistent 
learning programs, high quality 
staff  development, PLC’s and a 
desire to become the best we can 
be, MCS will continue to provide 
a world class education while 

challenging each student individu-
ally so they can move forward and 
prosper.

5. With school shootings 
continuing to be a nationwide 
problem, how safe do you think 
our schools are? What precau-
tions/measures do you think 
we need to add to our schools 
to provide a safe learning envi-
ronment for our students?

School security continues to 
be one of  the most important 
topics for both the current Board 
and future boards to address and 
oversee.

Currently, Macon County 
Schools is working closely to-
gether with the Macon County 
Sheriffs department to insure 
that each and every school has a 
School Resource Officer on site 
and monitoring the safe operation 
of  the schools. In addition, Ma-
con County Schools has provided 
an office whereby a qualified dep-
uty from the Sheriff ’s department 
can act as the coordinator for all 
of  the SROs on an ongoing basis 
and will be available to assist each 
and every school in the case of  
emergency.

In addition, the current 
board approved the installation 
and implementation of  a county-
wide communication system 
known as RAPTOR that can be 
utilized in the case of  an emergen-
cy. All school personnel and every 
individual school has been pro-
vided access to RAPTOR which 
insures that everyone is receiving 
the same information and updates 
if  the need arises.

Finally, cameras have been 
provided at each and every school 
to help insure that the campus can 
be monitored for safety purposes 

and provide early detection in the 
case of  an unauthorized intruder 
being present and posing possible 
danger.

6. Are you in favor of  the 
one-quarter local sales and use 
tax increase? Why or why not?

I wholeheartedly support the 
passage of  the one-quarter local 
sales and use tax increase. The 
passage of  the increase provides 
a welcome source of  revenue 
that can be used for future capital 
outlay needs and any needed fu-
ture construction of  new schools 
along with the possible expansion 
of  our existing schools. The fi-
nancial impact of  the increase for 
the citizens of  Macon County will 
be negligible in most cases. For 
example on a $100 purchase at a 
local store, the increase will only 
result in an additional amount 
of  25 cents being required to be 
paid. My final point is that by 
implementing the increase, our 
local visitors will be contributing 
on each and every purchase they 
make during their time spent in 
Macon County.

John deVille
1. Why do you feel you are 

qualified to sit on the BOE? 
I know in my bones that I 

can make a positive difference in 
Macon County Schools and in the 
lives of  our students who attend 
our schools. My 30-year track 
record as an outstanding teacher 
and successful public education 
advocate, in addition to my suc-
cessful career in the private sector 
attests to this. I know what works 
and what doesn’t. 

What Helene is reteaching 
us is that first responders see 
the pain — teachers are first re-
sponders — we assess, we listen, 
we problem solve, and we act; we 

...CANDIDATES continued from page 20

• See CANDIDATES page 22
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com
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828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
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inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
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COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

don’t kick the can. Outside consultants and 
programs are expensive and don’t address 
the fundamental issue, that teaching requires 
hard, supported, focused work. We only get 
one chance to get a child’s education done 
right and I don’t believe we are serving the 
vast majority of  our students as well as we 
could or should. I am goal-oriented and 
have high expectations for all students and 
staff.

2. What issues do you feel should 
be addressed at this time for the MC 
school system? 3. What direction would 
you like to see the school board take in 
meeting the demands of  current and 
future Macon County students such as 

schools, teachers, resources, etc.? (I’m 
combining these two questions and my 
responses.)

(A) We need urgent advocacy to stop 
students falling through the cracks with bet-
ter mental health support, more existing dol-
lars targeted into the classroom, and higher 
expectations for all. 

(B) Better teacher and support staff  re-
tention and recruiting. We need to develop 
affordable housing partnerships, a more 
supportive work environment, more in-
volvement with the community by creating 
mentorship opportunities. We need to speak 
with a unified voice to bring the half  billion 
dollars spent on unaccountable vouchers 

flipped into better pay for teachers, support 
staff, bus drivers, custodians, and cafeteria 
staff. 

(C) Clear, transparent prioritization of  
budget needs in quarterly coordination with 
the County Commissioners. We need to be 
more responsible to the taxpayers. 

I called for this last month during public 
comment at the county commission meeting. 
This past budget cycle saw no prioritization 
of  capital outlay and current operating ex-
pense budget in this past budget proposal to 
County Commissioners. The School Board 
leadership penciled in an amount of  $35 mil-
lion for construction of  a new East Franklin 
school and then when directly asked a few 
weeks later at the joint May 28th meeting, 
BOE Chairman Breedlove said he “had no 
idea” how much a new East Franklin School 
would cost. 

I find that sort of  attitude to be irre-
sponsible both to the children and the tax-
payers. 

Over the past several months we have 
seen substantial lack of  execution on the 
part of  the BOE leadership. We can’t get 
simple Memoranda of  Understandings to 
be clear and coherent with county com-
missioners. We have gone hat in hand for 
school lunch funding which we could have 
had, if  the board had directed FHS leader-
ship to do what they’re now doing, which is 
massively increasing school breakfast par-
ticipation at Franklin High School. We can’t 
seem to properly supervise the construction 
of  a middle school track and we can’t do 
something as simple as build a weight room 
without going not once but TWICE to the 
commissioners to ask for additional funding. 
That isn’t fair to the commissioners and it 
isn’t fair to the Macon County Taxpayers.

The county needs to hire a construc-
tion/building specialist who is tasked with 
reviewing the entire physical plant of  Ma-
con County Schools and designing either the 
maintenance schedule of  our existing build-
ings to prolong their life and then prioritizing 
replacement so that the commissioners can 
budget for replacement. Every county com-
missioner has called for this for over a de-
cade so I see this as totally nonpartisan and 
common sense. I am committed to seeing 
the construction of  a new soccer field for 
Highlands in the most fiscally responsible 
fashion.

(D) We need to stop the mere talk, stop 
kicking the can and we need ACTION on 
the mental health needs of  our students. 
North Carolina’s Project AWARE (Advanc-
ing Wellness and Resiliency in Education) 
addresses the three tiers of  mental health 
(promotion, prevention, and intervention) 
through a continuum of  education, universal 
screening, and appropriate services and sup-
ports for all students in response to varying 

levels of  need. Recognizing the interrelat-
edness of  academic outcomes and men-
tal health/well-being of  students Project 
AWARE seeks to provide an embedded ap-
proach within an existing system (schools) 
versus fragmented and reactive approaches. 
Jackson County has this, it is working beau-
tifully, and our students deserve the same as 
Jackson County students.

I have been working with Elke Ken-
nedy and Gracie Parker of  Why Us Kids. 
Whate we see is that there is $10 million at 
the state level which is currently untapped 
that we could use for the mental health 
needs of  our students. Getting the Macon 
County Commissioners to go with Option 
B on the opioid funds is another option for 
funding of  mental health specialists for our 
students.

But currently, we see no sense of  ur-
gency. There is a lot of  talk and absolutely 
no action for mental health in Macon Coun-
ty Schools. Macon County Schools hasn’t 
done the Youth Risk Behavior Survey since 
2014 and so we don’t have the data to either 
properly service the mental health needs 
of  our students nor apply for grant funds 
which are out there for the taking. We closed 
down our mental health positions this past 
year and so can no longer serve students we 
did a year ago.

I can lead on all four of  these fronts.
4. What are some examples of  what 

our schools need to do to improve test 
scores?

In 2001 and 2002, several of  us got to-
gether across the state to fight the new high 
stakes standardized tests. We fought them 
because:

(A) The design and validation of  the 
tests were exceptionally slipshod.

(B) The tests were designed to measure 
schools but ended up being used to mea-
sure students -- we’re still, in 2024, telling 
students in the third grade that they aren’t 
going to succeed because of  these tests, 
EVEN WHEN THE TEST SAYS THE 
STUDENT IS “PROFICIENT!”

(C) We formed NC Citizens for Dem-
ocratic Schools and I was the communica-
tions director/webmaster for the organiza-
tion -- you can see the archived website here 
https://www.oocities.org/nccds/.

You can listen to an interview I did in 
2022 with public education advocate Kim 
Mackey on how the NC testing scam works 
https://tinyurl.com/nctestingscam

With all that said, I want to create a 
community mentorship program that is sim-
ilar to the senior English project we used to 
do at Franklin High School, where students 
were matched with mentors. I would like to 
do that starting in kindergarten by vetting 
volunteers and then matching them with 

...CANDIDATES continued from page 21
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Highlands JV Girls Volleyball
Front row from left are Mims Henderson, Jordyn Borino, and Hannah Valerio. Back 
row from left are Mia Craig, Jaylin Raby, Taylor Hays, and Charlotte Westendorf.

Highlands Varsity Girls Volleyball
Front row from left are Claire Worley, AE Woods, Karen Gomez, Cayden Pierson, 
and Olivia Corbin. Back row from left are Jaylin Raby, Shirley Diaz, Katie Earp, Mal-
lory Shriver, Aislynn Wyatt-Luck, and Birdie Sherwood.

Beloved Asheville, a non-profit that’s dedi-
cated to current relief  efforts in Western 
North Carolina, thanks to the generosity of  
local donors who purchased our emergency 
food kits,” said Kwiyoung Baumgarten, co-
founder of  Secure Foods. “And now, we’re 
working with the Mountaintop Rotary Club 
Highlands, to collect more donations, so we 
can continue to deliver these essential kits 
over the coming weeks and months.”

Secure Foods meals are simple to pre-
pare with hot and boiling water. The meals 
balance protein, carbohydrates, and fiber to 
provide adults with more than 2,250 calories 
per day.

The 72-Hour Kits are special as they 
are precooked for on-the-go fueling and 
can be prepared with any temperature wa-
ter right in their packs. All kits are designed 
to keep people satiated and alert through 
stressful and challenging times.

Donations can be made through the 
Rotary Club’s site at tinyurl.com/Moun-
taintop-Rotary-Donation, and be sure to 
mention “Secure Foods.” Every dollar goes 
straight towards discounted meal kits, with 
no added shipping costs.

“Never did we imagine our emergency 
food kits would be so needed right here in 
our own backyard,” Kwiyoung reflected. 
“It’s a blessing to be able to step up and 
help our neighbors during this difficult time. 
Highlands is a community with a big heart, 
and we’re committed to doing everything 
we can to support the relief  efforts.”

Recently, David Baumgarten, co-
founder, and his son, Zion, headed out to 
deliver meal kits, water, and other essentials 
collected by First Baptist Church Highlands 
(FBCH). On the way, the brakes went out 

on the truck near Sapphire, but in true 
small-town fashion, a mechanic at a country 
store stepped right in to help. As if  by some 
miracle, the part they needed was in stock 
nearby, and within hours, they were back on 
the road, arriving at Beloved Asheville just 
in time.

“I call this ‘Angels and Miracles,’” says 
Kwiyoung. “The outpouring of  generos-
ity … from private donors to FBCH vol-
unteers loading our truck, to the stranger 
who stepped in to repair our vehicle … is 
a testament to the spirit of  community that 
defines us. Beloved Asheville reported that 
those meal kits were gone within a day, and 
we’re already planning more trips with water 
and supplies for washing and sanitation.”

Secure Foods was founded dur-
ing the early days of  the Covid pandemic 
when Kwiyoung and David felt compelled 
to provide hope and help during times of  
disaster. Recognizing how disasters of  all 
kinds — hurricanes, floods, fires, and more 
— put immense strain on communities, 
they poured their savings into creating an 
emergency meal kit business to support or-
ganizations and companies that need to take 
care of  their staff  before the unimaginable 
strikes.

“We’re a small team, just the two of  us 
here in Highlands with operations out of  
Atlanta,” Kwiyoung shared. “It’s a coinci-
dence that we’re right here in the middle of  
Helene’s path, but we’re so grateful to be in 
a position to help. Each meal kit we send 
out carries with it a piece of  our hearts and 
our hope for healing.”

For more information or to donate to-
ward meal kits, visit www.securefoods.com.

...SECURE continued from page 1

Zion and David Baumgarten gathered with friends and members of First Baptist Church before 
heading out to deliver meals and other supplies. The truck later broke down near Sapphire but 
was fixed by an “angel.”
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students, especially those students who 
may need extra help with adult tutoring, 
encouragement, and mentorship. I want 
to bring back NON COMPETITIVE his-
tory, science, math fairs where students can 
work on projects with adult mentors and 
then strut their stuff  in front of  commu-
nity audiences to get the validation and en-
couragement they need and deserve. 

If  we do that, I am convinced the stan-
dardized test scores will rise, even though 
the tests themselves are deeply flawed. 

5. With school shootings continu-
ing to be a nationwide problem, how 
safe do you think our schools are? What 
precautions/measures do you think we 
need to add to our schools to provide a 
safe learning environment for our stu-
dents?

I think current BOE leadership has 
gotten us two thirds of  the way there in 
terms of  making our schools safe and re-
ducing the possibility of  a mass casualty 
event. One of  the two key steps that have 
been taken are hardening the schools with 
fences and electronic locks. The second is 
that we have School Resource Officers at 
all of  our schools. But what we’re missing is 
that vital mental health component. 

Here’s what we know — most school 
shooters are internal — they are a current 
student. One of  the reasons we rarely, if  
ever, do active shooter drills is because we 
don’t want to tip our procedures to a po-
tential shooter. In my 29 years at the high 
school, I know of  two students who were 
within an eyelash of  engaging in a shoot-
ing. In both cases, other students fortu-
nately spoke up and law enforcement in-
terdicted the youngster before any violence 
occurred. I believe that the essential third 
prong to defend against an internal school 
shooter is a robust mental health program 
which can provide vital interventions for 
a student in crisis who might be thinking 
about resorting to violence. Again, Jackson 
County has this working model and I think 
we deserve it and need it both for the ev-
eryday mental health of  our students and 
to maximize student safety.

6. Are you in favor of  the one-quar-
ter local sales and use tax increase? 
Why or why not?

I am always in favor of  finding 
more resources for our resource-strapped 
schools. Three things:

(A) The sales tax increase wouldn’t 
cost us that much.

(B) It would leverage tourism to help 
fund our schools.

(C) It would add about two million ad-
ditional dollars for our school system.

But it wouldn’t be where I would go 

...CANDIDATES continued from page 22
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first which is why I’m hesitant about sup-
porting it.

NC started its private school voucher 
program in 2013. I authored the first reso-
lution to be passed by any school board in 
the state that year. At that time, the voucher 
program expenditures were $10 million a 
year. For fiscal year 2024-2025, the voucher 
program has ballooned to nearly HALF A 
BILLION DOLLARS a year — an increase 
of  5000%. And North Carolina’s voucher 
program is the LEAST ACCOUNTABLE 
voucher program in the entire country — it 
is inherently not conservative given all the 
fraud and abuse that the program has experi-
enced. And now we are giving these funds to 
parents who are millionaires, a far cry from 
the program’s initial beginnings to assist par-
ents in poverty. 

It’s time to bring these unaccountable, 
welfare-for-millionaires, voucher dollars 
back to the traditional public education class-
room because over two million of  those dol-
lars, are out of  the pockets of  Macon County 
taxpayers.

For the past few years, the North Car-
olina General Assembly has ignored state 
courts which have ordered it to comply with 
the ruling in the Leandro case. If  the General 
Assembly complied, that would mean an ad-
ditional $2.3 million a year for Macon Coun-
ty Schools — almost the exact same amount 
the sales tax increase would provide. It’s time 
to bring Macon County tax dollars to our 
schools and our students where they belong.

You can read more about my platform 
and 30-year history of  advocacy at JohndeV-
ille.com.

Danny Reitmier
1. Why do you feel you are qualified 

to sit on the BOE? 
I believe the most important qualifica-

tion is to have a passion for working with 
our youth and a strong desire to see them 
succeed at the highest level. I have both of  
those things, in abundance. I have worked 
with youth in many different areas. I’ve been 
a Sunday school teacher, worked in vacation 
Bible school, helped with our church youth 
group, been a coach of  baseball, basketball 
and football, and I have been an umpire and 
referee and use sports. I’ve also volunteered 
at schools. I am an Air Force veteran, hav-
ing served in a combat arena in Saudi Arabia 
during Desert Storm. I have been trained 
to handle stressful, difficult situations when 
they arise. I am a people person who gets 
along with most everyone I have ever met. 
I believe that would allow me to work well 
with anyone and get the job needed to help 
our students staff  and administrators suc-
ceed at the highest level. 

2. What issues do you feel should be 
addressed at this time for the MC school 
system?

There are several things that need to be 
addressed. Here are some that I have been 
talking about during my campaign. This is 
not an all inclusive list and they are not in 
any particular order….

• CAPITAL PROJECTS — we need to 
see the current capital projects through to 
completion as quickly as possible, and keep 
them within the budgets that have been set 
for them. Then we need to look at the other 
projects that are waiting in the wings, priori-
tize them, and put a plan in motion to get 
those started and completed as well

• SAFETY AND SECURITY— We 
need to make sure that all of  our campuses 
are as safe and secure as possible. We do not 

need to wait until an incident happens. If  
that happens, it will be too late.

• TEACHER RECRUITING AND 
RETENTION — We need to be able to 
recruit quality teachers and retain them, so 
our students are given the best opportu-
nity to succeed. We have great teachers in 
our county, but we will need to do this to 
ensure the future is bright for our school 
system. 

• MENTAL HEALTH AWARE-
• See CANDIDATES page 27
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Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United 
Methodist Church

 • placeS to WorShIp •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a 
Holy Eucharist Wed: 6p Bible Study and Prayer

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470 www.cashiers.church
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.; 

Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist: 8a. 9:30 & 11a

Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 
schedules of activities. 

Our Bazaar Barn is open Thurs. - Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

SpIrItually SpeakIng 

I’ve been on my bi-annual preaching retreat this week 
at Hinton Rural Life Center in Hayesville NC. I make 
the trip in the fall and spring to prayerfully imagine 

six months’ worth of  sermons. I spend time in one of  
the hermitages in the woods, take some hikes and naps, 
pray, plan, read, rest and repeat. I always find this to be a 
valuable time to reset, reflect and renew. 

One of  my retreat reading companion is always 
Samuel Wells. A priest in the Church of  England, for 
over a decade he has served as the Vicar of  St. Martin-
in-the Fields in central London. Twice a year, when on 
my preaching retreat, I carry my copy of  his book, “walk 
humbly - encouragements for living, working, and being.” 

In one of  the early chapters in his book, he encour-
ages readers to ponder the mystery of  their own exis-
tence, inviting reflection around the myriads of  prior re-
lationships that had to exist in order for their existence 
to be a reality. 

He writes, “Reflect on how many of  your ances-
tors clung to life to the point where they could conceive 
the one whose birth eventually led to yours. Realize how 
fragile a thread their existence hung and behold how the 
miracle of  your birth is made up of  a concatenation of  
other such miracles. Your existence is a thing most won-
derful: almost too wonderful to be.” 

By the way, “concatenation” is defined as “a series 
of  interconnected things or events” (Don’t feel bad, I had 
to look it up too). Every time I re-read this part of  Rev. 
Dr. Wells’ book, the absolute mystery of  it all boggles 
my mind. One relationship missed in the long line of  re-
lationships that brought you into being, and you are not 
here. All the previous relationships in your bloodline had 
to be, in order for you to be. Let that sink in!

How easy it would have been for your very existence 
to be derailed. How easy it would have been for us to 
miss out on you. And may I just state the obvious: That 
would truly be a shame! I don’t know who needs to hear 
this today. Maybe we all do. Your life, my life, our lives 
are mysterious gifts from God. Our very existence is a 
divinely inspired and orchestrated miracle. 

My faith invites me to make a bold statement. You 
exist because God wants to exist. You are, because God 
has ordained you to be. Your life, your work, your rela-
tionships, it all matters. You matter!

I suspect we all need to be reminded of  that beauti-
ful and mysterious truth from time to time. Maybe it’s a 
good reminder for you today. So, here’s my simple invita-
tion. Believe your amazing life is truly a gift from God. 
Live like you mean it. And while you’re at it, do every-
thing you can to make the world a better place. In the 
words of  the great preacher Dr. Fred Craddock: “Love 
generously, speak truthfully, serve faithfully, pray daily, 
and leave everything else to God.” 

The miracle of 
your existence
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•polIce & FIre reportS•
Highlands Police entries 

from Oct. 9. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of pub-
lic officials have been used. 

Oct. 9
• At 8 a.m., officers responded 

to a 2-vehicle accident in the Sphinx 
parking lot on N. 4th Street.

Oct. 12
• At 7:54 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a 2-vehicle accident in 
Highlands Plaza.

Oct. 13
• At 5:05 p.m., officers received 

a report of a shoplifting incident at 
Potpourri on Main Street.

Oct. 14
• At 1:09 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle accident 
on Bowery Road.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Oct. 7.

Oct. 7
• At 3:47 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a miscellaneous fire at 
a location on N. 5th Street.

Oct. 9
• At 6:57 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Morewood Circle.

• At 9:14 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Spring Street.

• At 1:41 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Main Street.

• At 5:22 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on US 64 east (Cashiers Road.)

Oct. 10
• At 3:29 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a Co2 alarm at a resi-
dence on Thistle Drive.

• At 7:23 p.m., the dept., re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Half Mile Drive.

Oct. 12
• At 7:24 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Oak Street.

Oct. 13
• At 1:16 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on US 
64 west (Franklin Road).

Oct. 14
• At 4:31 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responder to a residence on 
Overlook Villas Drive.

• At 6:43 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Skyline Lodge Road.

to people with disabilities or ac-
cess and functional needs and are 
equipped with assistive technol-
ogy.

A DRC is a one-stop show 
where survivors can meet face-to-
face with FEMA representatives, 
apply for FEMA assistance, re-
ceive referrals to local assistance 
in their area, apply with the U.S. 
Small Business Administration 
(SBA) for low interest disaster 
loans and much more.

To date, FEMA has approved 
96 million in housing and other 
types of  individual assistance for 
more than 75,000 households in 
North Carolina alone.

According to La-Tanga 
Hopes, FEMA Media Relations 
Specialist, the assistance Helene 
survivors can apply for at the 
DRC’s is different than the $750 
one-time offering that is available 
to survivors. 

The one-time offering is 
given to survivors to meet seri-
ous, immediate needs such as 
food, shelter, water, blankets and 
gas for transportation. The DRCs 
are for repairs and rebuilding as 
opposed to the resource centers 
manned by volunteers for survi-
vors to apply for the initial $750.

FEMA Disaster Survivor 
Assistance staff  will be posted 
at the Highlands Police Depart-
ment Conference Room on 372 
Oak Street through Friday, Oct. 
18 from 10am to 4pm. They will 
be assisting those impacted by the 
disaster register for FEMA assis-
tance or inquiries on existing ap-
plications.

FEMA financial assistance 
that can be applied for at a DRC 

may include money for basic home 
repairs, personal property losses or 
other uninsured, disaster-related 
needs, such as childcare, transpor-
tation, medical needs, funeral or 
dental expenses.

“When your home is no lon-
ger safe, sanitary or functional due 
to damage caused by hurricane 
Helene, one should apply for help 
from FEMA,” said Hopes. “You 
do not have to be on a fixed in-
come to apply, help is available to 
all income levels. If  a survivor is on 
a fixed income and already receive 
a government check, this it doesn’t’ 
hinder their ability to receive help 
from FEMA.”

Homeowners and renters in 
27 Noth Carolina counties and 
tribal members of  the Eastern 
Bank of  Cherokee Indians can 
visit any open center, including lo-
cation in other states. No appoint-
ment is needed.

“We are encouraging survi-
vors who are in need of  help and 
are unable to contact FEMA by 
phone or internet because service 
is not available to come to one of  
the DRCs and ask as many ques-
tions as they have,” said Hopes. 
“Many may take for granted 
that they can’t receive help from 
FEMA, but there are many ways 
FEMA can help. One example is 
FEMA can provide disaster unem-
ployment insurance for those who 
can’t go back to work.”

FEMA can also help survi-
vors repair and replace homes and 
cars that were lost or damaged dur-
ing the hurricane. FEMA can help 
both survivors with and without 
insurance.

“Survivors may find some-

thing insurance won’t cover and 
FEMA could possibly supplement 
the insurance and cover it,” said 
Hopes. “In addition, any assistance 
provided to survivors is a grant 
that doesn’t have to be repaid and 
it is also non-taxable.”

Although survivors are en-
couraged to visit a DRC for as-
sistance, it is not necessary to go 
to a center to apply for FEMA 
assistance. The fastest way to ap-
ply is online at DisasterAssistance.
gov or via the FEMAapp. You may 
also call 800-621-3362. If  you use 
a relay service, such as video relay, 
captioned telephone or other ser-
vice, give FEMA your number for 
that service.

For the latest information 
about North Carolina recovery, 
visit fema.gov/disaster/4827. Fol-
low FEMA at X at x.com/femare-
gion4 or on Facebook at facebook.
com/fema.

FEMA’s mission is helping 
people before, during and after 
disasters. The goal of  FEMA is to 
provide helpful services to storm 
survivors.

“As long as FEMA services 
are needed the DRCs will remain 
open,” added Hopes. “If  people 
are coming in and utilizing FEMA 
services, we will be there for them.”

Meanwhile, Hopes said she is 
investigating whether a DRC can 
be opened in Macon County, too.

In addition, Stacy Bernash, 
FEMA Division Supervisor fpr 
Macon County, said additional sta-
tionary resource center sites like 
the one at the Hudson Library this 
past weekend and the one current-
ly at the Highlands police station 
are being planned for Highlands 
and Franklin.

...FEMA continued from page 1

...CANDIDATES continued from page 25
NESS— We need to keep this on 
our radar. I have met with every 
principal in the county over the 
past few weeks to discuss the 
needs for each of  their schools 
and I will be sitting down with 
Superintendent Josh Lynch this 
week also. Every principal has 
mentioned the increase for the 
need of  mental health profession-
als to be available. This is some-
thing that we must address sooner 
than later. 

3. What direction would 
you like to see the school 

board take in meeting the de-
mands of  current and future 
Macon County students such 
as schools, teachers, resources, 
etc.? 

In the previous question, I 
mentioned teacher recruiting and 
retention. I believe that is some-
thing we must look at strongly. As 
far as schools go, I know there are 
several current capital projects un-
derway or about to be started. In 
my meetings with the principals in 
the county, there are other projects 
waiting in the wings. We will need 

to address those as soon as the 
current projects are completed. 
We need to ensure that we provide 
the best resources for our staff  
and students. This will give them 
the best chance to succeed. All of  
these things will require funding, 
of  course. I would work tirelessly 
to help procure any grants and/or 
funding available to help offset the 
cost of  these things. 

4. What are some examples 
of  what our schools need to do 
to improve test scores?

This is an item that I have had 
• See CANDIDATES page 30



Page 28 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Oct. 17, 2024- 828-200-1371

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637
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•claSSIFIeDS•

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south 

of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best 
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring 
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 
3.99 acres with southern exposure, $70,000. 828-
974-1137. (11/28)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. 
call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k 
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer 
run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for 
more info. (st. 11/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek 
RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Val-
ley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and stor-
age shed. $195,000. For more info call 828-421-1709 
or email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
HIGHLANDS COMPLETELY FUR-

NISHED 2BD, 1BA COTTAGE. Starlin movies, 
water included. $2,000/mth. Text 828222-9319. (st. 
10/17)

SEASONAL NEW LOG CABIN ON 
SAGEE DRIVE. 2 bedroom & 2 bath suites on 
Creek. 1 1/2 mile to downtown. Monthly or season-
ally $8,700 (1) month $7,200 (3) Months. email: re-
nee7726@gmail.com (st. 5/2)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 

bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between High-
lands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, 
& washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy (706) 982-
0444 or (828)-482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

HELP WANTED
LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring a 

Bookkeeper/Accounting Coordinator. Full-time, in-
person, compensation based on experience. Must 
have experience in Construction Accounting. Con-
tact regina@lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 (st. 9/19)

TRAINED SINGER NEEDED TO CAN-
TOR Sunday morning Masses at Our Lady of the 
Mountains (Highlands) and St. Jude (Cashiers / Sap-
phire) Catholic churches. Qualifications: strong vocal 
and sightreading skills; technical ability to access mu-
sic digitally; experience singing in liturgical settings; 
commitment to Sundays, Holy Week, Christmas 
services. Pay negotiable. Contact: 828-526-2418 or 
olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org. 

ESTABLISHED CUSTOM HOMEBUILD-
ER IN HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS area looking 
for project superintendent to manage multiple sites 
and subcontractors. Please send resume to: JW Un-
derwood Construction LLC P.O. Box 147, Highlands 
NC 2974. Or email: john@jwunderwoodconstruc-
tion.com (st. 5/2)

SERVICES 
CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experi-

ence available for part-time personal care, errands, 
transportation, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident. 
Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log 
homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 
or 828-421-8600. (10/10)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP SERVICE 
Complete property cleanup - house, garage, property, 
etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or 
DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

Growing Happiness One Stem at a Time!

Aaron & Justyne 
Reese 

828-342-2740

Local NE 
Georgia Flower 

Farm

Pumpkins and 
Gourds

randrflowerfarm@gmail.com
Facebook: R&R Mobile Farm and Cart/Instagram:@randrflowercart

Mobile 
Flower Parlor 

for 
Events

Weekly 
Flower 

Subscriptions

Weekly 
Flower 

Subscriptions

•

•

•

•
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•BuSIneSS/organIzatIon neWS•

In the wake of  the disaster that struck Western North Carolina, 
the two Rotary clubs of  Highlands, NC have teamed up to offer some 
relief  to the affected areas of  our state. 

The Mountaintop Rotary and The Rotary Club of  Highlands 
combined to buy and ship a tractor trailer load of  water to Marshall. 
We also loaded up a truck belonging to one of  our Rotarians with 
water, diapers, flashlights, batteries, and other essentials. Another truck 
rolled out this morning for Arden, NC. 

The two Rotaries will continue to aid as we can to help those so 
heavily impacted by Hurricane Helene. They are accepting donations 
daily from 2-4pm at the old Bank of  America location on Carolina Way 
and 4th Street

Rotaries unite for Helene vic-
Thank you to all Emergency Response Teams

The Boys and Girls Club of  
the Plateau would like to extend its 
heartfelt thank you to all the emer-
gency personnel, essential work-
ers and volunteers who have been 
working tirelessly around the clock 
to restore power, water and crucial 
services to our area. 

Hurricane Helene was a cata-
strophic storm that presented sig-
nificant challenges for our com-
munity, but it also highlighted the 
resilience and bravery of  those 
who serve. 

Amid the chaos of  a devastat-
ing natural disaster, the response 
of  emergency personnel was noth-
ing short of  inspiring. As the com-
munity was trying to understand 

the repercussions of  the damage, 
firefighters, paramedics, EMTs, 
and volunteers rushed into the 
fray, displaying extraordinary brav-
ery and unwavering dedication.

Fire and Rescue first respond-
ers immediately went to work 
clearing the roads to ensure access 
and safety. Their coordinated ef-
forts to rescue trapped individuals, 
provide medical aid, and distribute 
essential supplies are a testament 
to human resilience and compas-
sion. Linemen worked tirelessly to 
restore power and critical services 
to the community while NCDOT 
workers cleared/fixed roads. 

At the Boys & Girls Club, 
we were proud to do our part by 

providing much-needed space for 
emergency supplies and emer-
gency response vehicles at our 
Cashiers location while also keep-
ing our Highlands location open 
to care for the children of  essen-
tial hospital workers during this 
critical period. 

We extend our heartfelt 
thanks to all the emergency per-
sonnel, essential workers, and vol-
unteers who risked their lives for 
others — they are the true heros! 

We also say thank you to our 
generous donors, whose invalu-
able support has made our par-
ticipation in this initiative possible 
and impactful. 

Mayor Pat Taylor, a member Rotarian introduced us to Stacy Bernash of  
FEMA who is here in this area to help coordinate relief  efforts for the towns in 
our area that were so horribly impacted by Hurricane Helene. We are so grateful 
for all that FEMA has done to facilitate relief  for our communities! 

Rotary President Randy Foster, FEMA Representative Stacy Bernash, Mayor 
Pat Taylor.

FEMA rep visits Rotary

The North Carolina General 
Assembly returned to Raleigh on 
Wednesday, October 9, 2024, and 
passed a $273 million disaster re-
lief  package following Hurricane 
Helene’s devastation of  Western 

NC General Assembly passes 
Disaster Relief Package

North Carolina. House Bill 149, 
Disaster Recovery Act of  2024, 
is an initial appropriation with ad-
ditional and more extensive disas-
ter relief  funding to follow in the 
coming weeks. 

as one of  my talking points during 
my campaign. As I have sat down 
with each of  our principles, they 
all have the desire to help their 
schools score as high as possible 
during testing. We need to work 
together with each of  them, layout 
the needs for this, and do our best 
to get them the help they need to 
improve test scores in the county. 

5.With school shootings 
continuing to be a nationwide 
problem, how safe do you think 
our schools are? What precau-
tions/measures do you think 
we need to add to our schools to 
provide a safe learning environ-
ment for our students? 

Having been on every cam-
pus, it is clear that our schools are 
not as safe as they could be. As I 

mentioned earlier, we don’t need to 
wait until an incident happens be-
fore we take action. Nobody wants 
to feel like they are in a prison en-
vironment. However, however, I 
do believe some fencing around 
the perimeters of  our schools 
would certainly help. I know there 
are some cameras in place at our 
schools, but perhaps we could add 
some more to have better cover-
age on our campuses. There has 
also been discussion about the 
idea of  additional school resource 
officers. That is something I would 
certainly be willing to discuss and 
listen to. Ultimately, the safety of  
our students and staff  is what mat-
ters most. 

6. Are you in favor of  the 
one-quarter local sales and use 

tax increase? Why or why not?
The short answer is… Yes, 

I am in favor of  it. I am gener-
ally not a fan of  raising taxes, if  
it all possible. This one is a little 
different to me, though. It is ac-
tually only 1/4 of  ONE CENT. 
The citizens of  our county would 
not bear the entire burden. We 
would be able to capture tax reve-
nue from ALL people who spend 
money in our county on most re-
tail purchases. It is estimated that 
it would generate in the neighbor-
hood of  an additional $2 million 
for our county to use. I would 
push hard for our school systems 
to be given as much as possible. 
We should keep this money in 
our county instead of  sending it 
to Raleigh, which is what is hap-
pening right now. Let’s use it for 
our people!

...CANDIDATES continued from page 27
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chambers R.ealt_y
& 

Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, 
NC 28741

828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscall-
ing.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

10

5

13
Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts 
Center 

High-
lander 

Moun-
tain 
House 

& 
The 

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUPALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gab-
bard

c: 828.200.6742 
AndreaGab-

Far from the 
maddening 
crowd.

Only 15 minutes 
to Highlands, this  

custom built  
family legacy home 
has “forever” views,  

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
office, 2 living rooms, 

wet bar.

Offered for 
$1,890,000

2514 Buck Knob 



HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 404-827-0345 
Office: 828-526-4663 
patricia@landmarkrg.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
7 days 

Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-9p

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed. through Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

It is a privilege to work with you.

#1 Broker
in HCMLS

$1 BILLION
Total Career Sales Volume

TOP
100 Sotheby’s International Realty Agent Worldwide

Thank you.

TOP
Broker in North Carolina since 2016

JODY LOVELL | (828) 226.6303

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 
5:30-9p 
7 Days 
a week

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5


