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Bill is in the pipeline to regulate STRs

By Kim Lewicki

If a bill sponsored by NC
Senators Moffitt, Mclnnis, and
Hanig passes, Highlands short-
term rental ordinances and its
plan to amortize STRs may be null

Here’s what
it costs to
keep
Highlands
running

Public Works is working
behind the scene

By Kim Lewicki

It takes a lot to keep High-
lands’ infrastructure running — the
elements that are obvious and
those that aren’t — and that’s what
the Public Works Department is
all about.

During the annual Town
Board Retreat, department heads
submit a list of items they would
like included in the upcoming fis-
cal year budget. March’s retreat
was the first step in the budget
process.

The largest wish list is always
from Public Works, headed by Di-
rector Lamar Nix. Public Works
isn’t a single department — it’s a

* See PUBLIC WORKS page 8
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Citizens protest in hopes of making a
difference and to shine a light on what is
happening in Washington, DC and beyond
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On Saturday, March 29, citizens and members of Indivisible Highlands gathered at the corner of Main and NC
106 to protest the DOGE cuts originating in Washington, DC. They displayed signs noting the debilitating cuts
and proposed cuts to institutions and programs.“Restore honor and integrity in Government,” “Keep Musk’s
hands off my social security,” “The true meaning of ‘woke’ is civility,” “Deport Musk,” “Don’t let Trump destroy
our Constitution!” “Resist Fascism!” Earned: Social Security, Medicare,Veteran Benefits,” “No cuts to the Veter-

Medicaid,” “Orange LIES matter.” Indivisible Highlands is a non-partisan advocacy group of concerned citizens

protect and promote the principles of democracy guaranteed by the Constitution. Photo by Kim Lewicki

an’s Administration,” “Our pain, their gain,” “By the filthy rich, for the filthy rich. Stop the steal.VA.SS. Medicare.

in the Highlands,and other areas in NC and the country committed to making positive changes in policies, laws,
and representation at the local, state and national level. Its mission is helping people act together to uphold,

HS soccer
field hangs
in the

balance

Wilkes is afraid it will
be allocated to the
county’s ‘back burner’

By Kim Lewicki

An extended, somewhat
emotional discussion about the
Highlands School soccer field
repairs was had at the March
Board of Education meeting in
Highlands.

For more than two years the
school system — and ultimately
the MC Board of Commission
(BOC) which holds the purse
strings — has been trying to figure
out a way to forever fix the field
which is plagued with standing
water issues which hampers use
by teams and PE classes at the
school.

Revamping and designing
an elaborate drainage system as
well as using Astro Turf rather

* See SOCCER page 16
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The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Pending road and bridge work by NC DOT

Regional Planning Organi-

zation’s Transportation Ad-
visory Committee meeting last
week. This committee’s main
task is to provide prioritization
of road projects to North Caro-
lina DOT planners.

There are a number of
projects in Macon County that
will begin in the coming year
if the current schedule remains
unchanged. The bridge at Gold
Mine Road over the Cullasaja
and feeds into US 64 is sched-
uled to be replaced. Also, the Peeks Creek
Bridge is on the replacement schedule.
The replacement bridge over Middle
Creek on NC 1006, just past Scaly, has
been partially completed with two lanes
open and is scheduled for completion by
this fall. The finished bridge will be much
wider than the original bridge that was
built around 1940.

NCDOT is also now requesting
public input about replacing the ]. Tom
Bryson Bridge over the Cullasaja River on

Ichaired the Southwestern
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Patrick Taylor

| US 64. Comments can be made
by going to US64-CullasajaRiv-
er-Bridge@publicinput.com
That project is being planned
and scheduled in the near term.
The deadline for public com-
ment is April 24, 2025.

The improvement of the
Cashiers intersection at US 64
and NC 107 made the TAC
board’s priority list last year.
In fact, we did a points trading
maneuver to move this project
higher on the list. However,
NCDOT recently came back
with the final prioritization and had again
moved it back down the list. T estimate that
the much-needed project may now be de-
layed until around 2030 or longer.

I will say all this prioritization process
has been impacted by rising costs and the
challenge of restoring roads and bridges
lost in Hurricane Helene. Our TAC com-
mittee heard an interesting update concern-
ing the repairs and restoration of 1-40 from
the double tunnels at the Tennessee state
line to five miles into Haywood County.
The flooded Pigeon River next to the inter-
state blew away major road sections during
Helene.

Brian Burch, a former state highway
engineer and now a consultant for the en-
gineering firm hired to oversee the 1-40
repairs, will coordinate engineering and
contract work. It is a major billion-dollar
project on a fast track. Hopefully, all the
work will be completed in 3 years. Mean-
while, traffic will be restricted to two lanes.

Just to illustrate the enormity of the
task, Brian told us that over 300,000 dump
truckloads of rock and soil supporting the
road wete lost in the storm. Plans call for
constructing two rock quarries near the site
to replace the lost material. Transporting
such loads from distant sites to the work
area is unfeasible.

Engineers are looking for several
structural systems to support the road at
various locations in the 5-mile repair area;
different systems are needed for many road
segments. The engineers are using innova-
tive materials and systems to rebuild the
roadway. Even their operational processes
must be different to meet that 3-year open-
ing goal. Traditionally, the road is first
designed, put out for bids, and then con-
o See MAYOR page 17
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Photo by Robert Hayes

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beantiful photo you would like to share in our “SnapShot”
section? Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with a brief description and
a name. No anonymous photos will be accepted.
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ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt » Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com ¢ www.highlandernc.com
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your life
happens here.

At Allen Tate Realtors®, we know home happens wherever memories are made. Since 1957, we've been making those memories
happen across the Carolinas. We are grateful for our clients and their families that have placed their confidence in us.

Scan to see our listings.’
number one
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REALTY GROUP

A HOWARD HANNA PARTNER
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Bryson’s Food Store
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The best meals A
start here!

o Wlnter hours:
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903 nghlands Plaza, l-!’&hl;n;ls NC . (828) 526-3775

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM

Spend $300 or more on any
service in March and be
entered in drawing for
Free Permanent Makeup
Eyeliner Procedure

BB Glow Treatment
20% OFF

o100
Scan for complete
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and prices
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o INVESTING AT 4. 118 FT1°

Highlands and investing in Highlands
real estate is a good place
to weather the storm
Iwas thinking about what

for; some are sold before
they ever hit the open mar-
ket, but this amount of de-
mand likely won't last forever.

Given the current insta-
bility of the market and the
ever-growing possibility of a
repeat of 2008 housing envi-
ronment, it is important to pay
attention to opportunities that
could become available if you
can buy and wait out the cycle.

Long-term investing
in Highlands is still a good
outlook from a purely fi-

to write about for this edi-

tion’s Investing at 4,118
ft column, and sometimes it
is truly as easy as reminding
our readers that Highlands
is one of the most desir-
able places in the country!

Historically, investing in a
home in Highlands has always
been a no-brainer, with the
exception of a few years after
the crash in 2008 if people
did not have holding capabili-
ties to wait out the next cycle.

WTerry Potts
Country Club Properties of

In more than 25 years Highlands — —  hancial perspective, but the

K . X More than 5 generations in : X
of selling real estate in High- Highlands true investment is the pace,
lands, I had never seen more 828-421-3417 climate, and way of life.

than just a handful of foreclo-
sures. However, during the period immedi-
ately after the crash in 2008, sales of fore-
closures here outpaced regular sales for a
brief period until the economy rebounded.
Over  the next few  years,
sales  recovered, and  appreciation
kicked into place at a feverish pacel
In our current market, listings are vied

In order to preserve the
desirability of our plateau we need to cherish
it for the natural beauty and way of lifeit pro-
vides. The value of property should always
be there if Highlands retains the attributes
that people have always come here to enjoy!

* W. Terry Potts, Ccp of Highlands, over
five generations in Highlands 828-421-3417

ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS IN
HIGHLANDS AND FRANKLIN, NC!

Nicole Dilbeck MAEd.LCMHCA,
LCASA www.aligntherapywnc.co
nicole@aligntherapywnc.com

828-526-6370
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sage of SB 291 will bring consistency and
clarity to the STR issue, they may move for-
ward with this proposed legislation,” said
Mayor Pat Taylor.

Senate Bill 291 was presented March
17 and has passed the first reading and was
referred to the Committee on Rules and
Regulations in the Senate.

It amends Article 21 of Chapter 160A
of the General Statute by adding a new sec-
tion saying that “no city may adopt or en-
force an ordinance, rule or regulation that
prohibits the use of residential property as
a STR; prohibits the use of accessory dwell-
ing units as a STR; or limits the number of
nights a property can be rented as a STR.”

Furthermore, a municipality cannot re-
quire the owner of the STR to occupy the
property for any period of time during a
rental or classify STRs as commercial use or
limits the operation of a STR marketplace.

However, municipalities may adopt an
ordinance, rule, or regulation that regulates
STRs by requiring a lodging operator to
obtain a permit to operate within the city’s
corporate limits and the city may revoke the
permit if the STR incurs five health and
safety violations within a 12-month rolling

period as long as the city — prior to revok-
ing the permit — gives the lodging operator
an opportunity to contest the alleged viola-
tions and if found to exist, an opportunity
to remedy the violations.

Cities may charge a one-time fee of
$25 or less for each permit issued and may
charge an additional fee of $25 or less to
reinstate a permit that has expired or been
revoked.

As in Highlands’ current ordinance,
municipalities may limit the number of
occupants allowed to stay in a STR to two
adults per bedroom; and a parking plan indi-
cating designated parking to accommodate
one space pet bedroom can be submitted.

Municipalities may restrict the location
of STR rentals to areas of the city that have
been zoned for residential use and require
the property to remain in compliance with
all applicable residential zoning require-
ments and city ordinances including build-
ing codes and housing codes.

The bill requires that all contracts for
STRs include a copy of any city ordinances
that regulate noise, waste removal, and park-
ing or the lodging operator can conspicu-
ously post in the rental a written summary

‘GHT OF HA[)
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of city ordinances that regulate noise, waste
removal, and parking,

A municipality may prohibit the use of
STRs for any purpose other than that which
is allowed in hotels, motels, and inns with-
out the property owner’s prior approval,
which shall be evidenced by a written agree-
ment between the lodging operator and the
occupant.

And finally, municipalities may require
a lodging operator or authorized agent of a
lodging operator be within a 50-mile radius
of a STR while occupied by a renter.

The bill further defines a STR as an
individually or collectively owned single-
family house or dwelling unit or a unit in
a condominium, timeshare, townhome, ac-
cessory dwelling unit or an owner-occupied
residential home offered to the public for a
fee and for a period of 90 days or less.

The bill says STRs are vital to the tour-
ism and marketability of the State as well
as providing housing options for transitory
workers, including nurses, tradespeople, and
executives.

The senators believe cities have frus-
trated tourism and infringed on property
owners’ private property rights by adopting
ordinances that inhibit property owners’
right to use their property as they see fit.

Mayor Taylor said there are many pro-
posed bills in the pipeline and the town is
tracking them as they concern municipal
zoning which could represent significant
changes to municipal zoning in the bien-
nium legislative session.

“For instance, one bill would permit
accessory dwelling units in all residential
zones while another would allow four hous-
ing units per acre in residential zones in
small towns like Highlands,” he said. “An-
other bill would allow townhomes and six-
plexes in all residential zones.”

This potential legislation comes as
lawmakers work to resolve the tourism and
housing crisis made worse by Hurricane
Helene.

Republican Tim Moffitt and Democrat
Julie Mayfield introduced other bills to in-
crease the state’s housing supply:

* Senate Bill 499 to allow housing de-
velopment “by right” in any area currently
zoned only for commercial, office or retail
use. The bill also allows the conversion of a
building or portion of a building from com-
mercial use to residential use.

* Senate Bill 495 to permit accessory
dwelling units (ADUs) statewide.

To see the bills go to wwwncleg.gov/
BillLookUp/2025 — S291, S497, S499.

It’s time to spring clean our community!

0‘2» 2,
& Yo, And we need a little help from our friends.
WEe'll begin at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,
NORTH CAROLINA Pine Street, Highlands.
| A light breakfast and lunch will be provided.
Participants receive a free t-shirt.
% % To participate, send an email to
Join us! events@highlandschamber.org

Saturday, April 26
8:30am - 12:30pm

This event is hosted by the
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.
For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com
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Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

..on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining

Now_

OPEN
Ml Fridays & Saturdays

5:30-9p
828-526-2338

US 64w ¢ Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Highlander Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
{ DINNER
| Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

W|th Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

Wine/Beer Bar:

Thurs-Sg; 5-10p

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Sat.. | 1:30a to 5p

The Secret Garden
Sandwich shop and

‘E; i Call (828) 305-7509

to place a pick-up order.

gourmet food market
Courityardiand Ind'(')'(:)f gscating!®
it F"‘- : I. -

828-526-4035

| WILD IHYME GOURMET

T A W 8. ™

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 6 Days
: Closed Wed.
J/Closed Sun. Dinner

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:

5:30p -9p

=% S -._.,‘ @l _"“L\*‘

"%f * DUSTY'S =
e 'RHODES SUPERET T [_,ﬂ

SPRING IN FOR FRESH FOODS .~

<!  SUNDAY—————— cLoseo Q;.’E
;.}_ MONDAY —— ———— CLOSED .  —5
TUESDAY —————-- CLOSED © RN
ﬁ WEDNESDAY——-—-9:00-5:30  y o
THURSDAY ——-—— 9:00-5:30 '
FRIDAY ——————- 9:00-5:30 ﬁ.;f
# SATURDAY ————— 9,00-43007 g-m
: A

EST. "’.—._'J “"""—_-:1 1990
—— A ] ——
LAKESIDE |
EESTAURANT

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Serving Easte
itdaar Dint ng / fDine-In Art G |.'h v | lakesic

531 SmallwoodAve | 828 526- 94I9 f HIGHLANDS
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Joseph Eddie Shmalo

Joseph Eddie Shmalo, born
on February 20, 1945, in Cincinna-
ti, Ohio, died peacefully on March | &
22, 2025, beside his loving wife
Marsha and granddaughter Haley. |

He was the son of Abraham
Shmalo and Virginia Schwekie. He
was the youngest of five siblings.
They moved to Sarasota, FL in the
eatly ‘50s where he graduated from
Sarasota High School in 1963. He married
his high school sweetheart Connie Hood
and they had two beloved children Daniel
and Jennifer Shmalo. Connie later passed
away due to bone cancer at the young age
of 27 years old in 1974. He then raised his
two children on his own. Joseph took over
the family retail business in Sarasota after
the passing of his father. He then worked
seven days a week to be able to provide the
best upbringing for his children.

His forte was selling. He could sell you
the Brooklyn Bridge. He had a way of con-
versing with people, which later made him
very successful in life. He spent his years in
Sarasota, FL until he met Marsha Linde in
1987. They were married a year later and
on their honeymoon they found High-
lands, NC. They immediately fell in love
with Highlands and leased a small store on
Main Street. They went home to Sarasota
and packed up their belongings and moved

°| FTTERS®

to Highlands where they started
Lindy’s Gifts and Collectibles in
1989. A year later they Opened
Trader Joes, which was a souvenir
shop. They had two very success-
ful stores in Highlands for 20 years
before they retired.

After they retired, they trav-
eled the world together and made
lots of great memories. They were
avery well-liked couple in the town of High-
lands and many people respected them.

Joseph Shmalo was a one-of-a-kind
man and he lived a good life. He was a char-
acter and knew how to light up a room with
his quick wit. He had a very unique sense of
humor and could spark up a conversation
with anyone. He and his wife Marsha were
married for 36 “wonderful, marvelous, and
glorious years” as he would always say every
year on their anniversary.

He is survived by his wife Marsha,
his son and daughter Daniel and Jennifer
Shmalo, his four grandchildren, and his
brother and sister Raymond and Paulette
Shmalo. He was laid to rest in Sarasota, FL.
on March 27 in the Temple Beth Shalom
Cemetery next to his first wife Connie and
his parents.

A celebration of life will be held in
Highlands and the date and location is yet
to be to determined.

The future is now for Macon County
parcel number 7540218501

Dear Editor,

Recently, you published a letter I wrote
about what and when the Town should do
to be ready for problems and needs 20
yeats from now.

After reading the mayor’s articles in
your last two issues, I concluded that the
problems and needs exist right now. More
parking and what to do with/about the
playhouse, plus protecting our environ-
ment were addressed.

The subject parcel has on it, the Town
Hall, the police station, and the recently
relocated ABC store. It seems bit humot-
ous to locate the whiskey place very close
to the police station. Will a street camera
be installed?

Now;, I have gone off subject.

The subject parcel is a hill, with the
playhouse occupying the highest bit. The

parking discussion was about a few spaces.
I suggest adding many more, say about 50
spaces within one block of main street.

Yep, you guessed it! Demolish the play-
house and use the money that was consid-
ered for its renovation to build a fee-based
multi-story parking garage. Since some of
the people visiting the stores and restau-
rants are more than 30 years old, I assume
they would be willing to pay a fee to avoid
walking multiple blocks to park and return
to their vehicle. Seems that they would be in
a happier mood when they entered the tar-
get place of business and might be willing to
spend a bit more. The collected parking fees
could eventually pay for the construction of
the garage

OK, now to protecting/improving the
environment.

* See LETTERS page 8
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14th Annual
Bascom Clay Symposium

Postponed from 2024 due to Hurricane
Helene, the 14th Annual Bascom Clay
Symposium is rescheduled for

April 11-12. Featuring Christine Kosiba,
Andréa Keys Connell, and Taylor Robenalt,
the symposium explores animal and
tigurative ceramic sculpture through artist
demonstrations, insights, and techniques.

Ol O Featuring

Andréa Keys Connell
Christine Kosiba

= Taylor Robenalt

Due to the generosity of Bascom
Supporters, the symposium is free and
open to all, welcoming both those who
wish to drop in and those who want to
engage in the full event experience.

BASCOM

S}"I'I'l POas 1um

Apr 11

4 - 6:45 pm
Keynote by
Stephanie Moore,
Executive Director
Xhe Center for
Craft (Asheville)

and Reception

Apr 12

10 am - 12 pm 1
pm -4 pm
Demonstrations by
featured artists

\_~
[

i
‘ \.. ?I
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..PUBLIC WORKS continued from page

7ombination of a lot of departments and
in last year’s budget it was $35.1 million of
the town’s $45.2 million budget.

The departments under the Public
Works umbrella are: street, water/sewer,
electric, water plant, and wastewater treat-
ment — with budgets that include projects
and the equipment to perform them.

The department within Public Works
with the biggest budget is the water/sewetr
department whose expenses and capital
projects were around $22.7 million for FY
"24-°25. That figure included grants already
awarded.

The electric department also had a
huge budget, at $9.8 million for FY ’24-725.

The cost to complete projects as well

as equipment expenses will be more for the
FY ’25-26 budget and that’s what the town’s
administration is working on now.

Each year, Nix budgets several items an-
nually — in this case through 2030 — $75,000
for sidewalk repairs, $30,000 for salt, $30,000
for center line painting of roads, $60,000
for dumpstet/can replacement, $30,000
for sewer collection system cleaning, and
$30,000 for grease trap inspections.

And then there are debt service pay-
ments for completed or ongoing projects.

Street Dept.

Aside from the annual reoccurring allot-
ments for this year in the Street Dept., Nix
is requesting $472,000 for paving of Cook,
Many, and Picklesimer roads and 3rd (Main

Open for

Lunch
MMato 3p

Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ® Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo ¢ Soups

Open Tues. - Sat.

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

to Spring), South, and Locust streets, and
for the Rec Park entrance on N. 4th Street.

At least one additional paver crosswalk
has been requested across N. 4th Street — at
Chestnut Street for $22,000 and/or Hickory
Street for $15,000.

There are also plans to address Mt.
Lori Street drainage for $120,000.

In addition, about $449,000 has been
requested for equipment for the street de-
partment — dump trucks, plows, spreaders,
tractors, an asphalt hot box and more.

Water/Sewer Dept.

In the watet/sewer department, Nix is
requesting $3.4 million for the Hammond
Road water line, the Black Rock water line,
the Buttermilk water line, the Chowan Road
water line, and the sewer force main repair
on US 64.

Electric Dept.

With the electric grid expansion in the
works, Nix has budgeted $2.8 million in
the department plus $300,000 for contract
tree trimming and $130,000 for equipment
— trucks and a UG fault locator.

Water Plant

In the water plant, maintenance
and repairs are an ongoing process with
$35,000 budgeted to service contracts and
$133,000 for maintenance and repair parts.

Nix also discussed hiring an shop
mechanic so maintenance and repairs on
town vehicles can be done in-house. He
budgeted $72,000 which would include the
benefit package.

Like with every request submitted at
the retreat, during upcoming budget work
sessions, the Town Board will decide what
can be afforded this year and what will be
considered next year or beyond.

..LETTERS continued from page 7

I suggest commercial geothermal heat
pumps for all the town buildings on the pat-
cel. These heat pumps use nothing except
electricity and the warmth of underground
water. Plus, they are extremely efficient
when compated to other methods of heat-
ing, cooling, and dehumidifying structures.

I and another Lockheed engineer had a
partnership in a small air conditioning busi-
ness near Charleston SC. I have used heat
pumps since the early 1970s for two busi-
ness buildings and several residences. The
older heat pumps could extract heat from
outside air at less than 40 degrees. The cur-
rent residential units work at temps as low
as 5 degrees.

I am currently in the process of install-
ing two new larger heat pumps that have all
the noisy parts outdoors.

The geothermal heat exchange parts,

being underground are isolated from out-
side temps all seasons

The North Carolina electricity we use
has a much smaller carbon footprint than
that of most of the states.

This is about as environmentally
friendly as a state can be now. NC is in the
top five for solar-generated power, (Only
California and Texas produce more solar
energy) and NCis in the top 10 for nuclear
generated power.

About 40 percent of NC electricity
is from natural gas which is 40 to 60 per-
cent less harmful to the atmosphere than
the other fossil fuels, such as coal and oil.
After the start of fracking in the ‘90s, the
US is now the world’s largest producer of
natural gas.

Larry Brannan
Highlands

Joy in being a stay-at-home mother

Dear Editor,

While I am a busy stay-at-home moth-
er, I had to take a few minutes to respond to
a March 13 letter in Highlands Newspaper
from Margaret Pickett entitled “On being
paralyzed.”

I won’t even address Ms. Pickett’s false
accusations against President Trump’s “un-
constitutional” use of power. Consider that
much of what is on the chopping block was
established unconstitutionally to begin with.
Furthermore, using the “white suprema-
cist” label for the over 77 million Trump
voters only causes the author to lose cred-
ibility. Democracy won in 2024 despite the
political left’s disinformation campaign of
fear tactics.

What I want to ask is this: If women in
America are as oppressed as the author says

they are, then why are there more women
physicians, women scientists, and women
attorneys today than ever before? Accord-
ing to the Pew Research Center, women
have increased their presence in most of
the 10 highest paying occupations in the
US since 1980. To observe true oppression
of women, look at Afghanistan where the
Taliban forbids secondary and university
education of females. 'm sorry that Ms.
Pickett wasn’t afforded a college education
as a young woman. Bravo to her for perse-
vering on her own and attending nursing
school.

The erroneous idea that staying home
with her family strips a woman of “her
mind, her rights, her achievements, and her
contributions” is an affront to a significant

* See LETTERS page 9
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The “"R” word is back

t this time two years
ago, short-term inter-
est rates were higher

than long-term rates. This is
known as an “inverted yield
curve” At the time, many
pundits and money managers
(me included) felt there were
elevated risks for a recession
within 6 — 12 months. This
is because an inverted yield
curve has historically been a
reliable predictor of reces-
sions in the United States.

Since the 1970s, EV-
ERY US. recession has been
preceded by an inverted yield
curve, with a total of seven
instances during this period. However, not
all inversions have led to recessions; for
example, mild inversions in the past did
not result in economic downturns. The in-
version that ended in December was the
longest in recorded history, lasting over 27
months

Recession and Debt

And yet, no recession. Why? I believe
it is because of the tremendous amount of
money the US. government pumped into
our economy during Covid and beyond.
Without this stimulus, I am quite sure a re-
cession would have occurred.

As a result, we now have over $36
trillion of debt and paying interest on the
debt will soon be the largest line item in
our budget. It’s already larger than Medi-
care and Defense spending, and in fiscal
year 2025, net interest payments are pro-
jected to reach $952 billion, which is close
to becoming the largest budget item.

Printing money to cover those intet-
est payments is one option because if we
make the interest payments, we haven’t
technically defaulted. But this causes in-

Michael P Henderson,
CFP® CKA®
Founder/Wealth Advisor

Crossover Point Advisors

flation, which goes against the
Federal Reserve’s mandate.
And, if we go into a recession,
revenue to the Federal Govern-
ment will decrease, making the
need to borrow even greater.
We could raise taxes, but that
can slow the economy, too.

The Trump Administra-
tion has chosen to tackle this is-
sue head on by “cutting waste,
fraud, and abuse” through the
creation of the Department
of Government Efficiency or
DOGE.

The Markets

Politics aside, the changes
that are being made by DOGE,
and the implementation of tariffs, has caused
the one thing markets hate the most — un-
certainty — and this has resulted in a sharp
selloff in the US. Equity Markets. Are we
headed for a recession? We'll see. But even
before the new Administration took power,
we were ripe for some sort of correction.

The Bottom Line

We’ve painted ourselves into a corner
but as far as ’'m concerned, the bottom line
is this — as a nation, we must spend less than
we take in — period! It won’t be politically,
fiscally, or monetarily easy to get things un-
der control, but right now we have choices.
Soon we won’t.

® Securities offered through 1.PL. Financial,
Member FINRA/SIPC. Crossover Point Advi-
sors is another business name of Independent Adpi-
sor Alliance, LLC. All investment adpice is offered
through Independent Advisor Alliance, 1.1.C, a
registered investment adviser. Independent Advisor
Alliance, 1.IC is a separate entity from I.PL. Fi-
nancial.

Content in the material is for general informa-
tion only and not intended to provide specific advisor
or recommendations for any individual.

..LETTERS continued from page 8

number of women. Consider that many
stay-at-home mothers like myself are col-
lege graduates, yet we choose to stay home
with our children because we see the moral
decay of our society and have determined
that at this time in our lives our God-given
calling is in our homes raising our children.
Political and religious affiliations aside,
there are plenty of hard-working, dedicat-
ed mothers who choose to stay home and
raise their children because they believe it
is a valuable investment of their time and
talents.

Rather than feeling “oppressed” and
“reduced” as the author suggests, many stay-
at-home mothers feel it is a privilege to be
actively involved in the physical, spiritual,
and emotional upbringing of our precious
children who have been entrusted to us by
God. Investing full-time in their lives while
they are at home is one of the most reward-
ing jobs a woman can choose.

Leah Gaston
Franklin, NC
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TL&LC Opens Registration for
FREE Summer Camps

The Literacy & Learning Center
(TL&LC) is excited to announce that reg-
istration is now open for its fantastic and
free lineup of summer camps for students
of all ages! Offering enriching experiences
throughout the summer, TL&LC’s programs
blend creativity, adventure, and academic
preparation — all at no cost to participants.

Craft Camp | June2-6 | 1-4pm
3rd - 5th graders

Craft Camp is a fun and creative expeti-
ence where kids can explore art projects and
express creativity! This session, led by Kara
Long, will feature tissue paper flowers and
clay crafts, allowing campers to experiment
with color, texture, and design while making
unique creations.

Adventure Camp | July7-11 | 12-3 pm
1st - 4th graders

Join Kara Long and Carolyn Middle-
brooks for an action-packed Adventure
Camp! Kids will explore Highlands on small
walking field trips, play exciting outdoor
games, and enjoy a day full of fun. Please
make sure to pack a lunch.

College Essay Boot Camp | July 21 - 25

2 -4 pm | High School Seniors

College Essay Boot Camp is an inten-

sive, hands-on workshop to help students
craft standout college application essays.
Led by Cameron Alexander, who taught
high school English at Wesleyan School for
eight years, this camp covers the differences
between essay types, analyzes successful ex-
amples, and guides students through brain-
storming, drafting, peer review, and editing.
By the end of the week, students will have a
polished, ready-to-submit college essay!
Craft Camp | July 28 - August 1 |
1-4pm | K-2nd

Craft Camp for K-2nd graders, led by
Carolyn Middlebrooks, is a fun and creative
experience where young artists can explore
different crafts! Kids can make colorful
projects and express their creativity in a
hands-on, playful environment.

Spaces for all TL&LC summer camps
are limited, so parents and guardians are
encouraged to register their children early
to secure a spot. Don’t miss out on these
fantastic opportunities for learning, creativ-
ity, and fun!

For any questions or further infor-
mation, please contact Caroline Cox at
CCox@TheLiteracyandLearningCentet.
org or 828-526-0863.

(828) 550-3344

Restore your youthful appearance;
Enhance your facial beauty.

209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 304
Jane Woodruff Clinic Bldg ¢ Highlands

www.wenzelfacialsurgery.com

Dr. Wenzel offers state-of-the-art
cosmetic procedures including
rhinoplasty, facelifts, eyelid surgery,

Hers and more.

Call today
for a
onsultation.
(828)
550-3344
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How to Choose a Wood Stain Color

with Benjamin Moore

A fresh coat of stain protects and fences, swing sets, outdoor furniture and any
beautifies exterior wood surfaces. Choose —other exterior wood project for the best out-
Woodluxe® Exterior Stains on decks, come.

Protect what matters most with a Generac standby
generator — here to power your home in any outage.

Request a free quote today.
ALLAN DEARTH AND SONS

(828) 526-9325
https://adsemergencypower.com/

T
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Opacity and color: This combination
makes up the final look of your staining
project. Follow this step-by-step guide to
find the best wood stain color for an out-
come you'll love. Discover a full list of
Woodluxe colors and opacities.

Step 1: Consider the age and condi-
tion of the wood

The age and condition of the wood
plays an important role when you are choos-
ing a stain. For example, solid opacity stain
covers imperfections and is a great choice
for older wood.

Evaluating the approximate age and
wear-and-tear level of your deck, fence or
other exterior wood project is an important
first step.

Step 2: Determine your wood stain-
ing goals

Answer these three questions to deter-
mine your wood staining goals:

1. Do you want your stain to enhance
the natural appearance of your wood or
transform the wood’s existing colot?

2. Do you want to make a color state-
ment or stay as close as possible to your
wood’s natural hue?

3. How much of the wood’s natural
grain do you want to show through?

Step 3: Take the surroundings into
account

When choosing a wood stain color,
here are a few things to keep in mind:

* Consider your home’s exterior siding
color.

Blend in? If you want your deck to
blend in with your existing extetior color
scheme, choose a stain that is the same col-
or as your home’s siding or trim but a shade
lighter or darker.

Stand out? If you want your deck to
stand out, consider using a complementary
color for an energizing look. Complemen-
tary colors are opposite each other on the
color wheel. Learn more about complemen-
tary colors in the Color Handbook video.

Testing a sample of the stain color
and opacity before you buy the full amount
needed for your project will get you on the
right track to selecting the wood stain that’s
right for you.

* Assess your home’s landscaping;

Softer colors highlight colorful land-
scaping and draw less attention to decks,
railings and fences. Neutral color stains, like
Maritime White OC-5 or Beige Gray ES-51,

keep the visual focus on colorful flora and
fauna, and less on your deck and railings.
Red-toned stains, like Boston Brick 2092-30
or Beaujolais 1259, will bring out the green-
ery. The same rules apply for fence colors.

* Think about your home’s climate and
natural light.

Many homeowners living in warmer
states prefer a lighter deck color, as it ab-
sorbs less heat in direct sunlight. Lighter
colors like Maritime White OC-5 or Beige
Gray ES-51, mentioned above, are great
for creating a light, airy look, as are Arbor
White ES-01 and Cliffside Gray HC-180.

Step 4: Choose your opacity

Stains come in a variety of different
opacity levels.

Translucent Best for: New or younger
wood decks in good condition—ideal for
hardwoods like mahogany, teak and ipe.

* What is Translucent opacity? Translu-
cent stain allows the full beauty of the wood
to show through. Woodluxe Translucent
Stain available in seven ready-mix colors.

* What it does: Highlights the wood’s
natural appearance.

Semi-Transparent: Best for: Decks that
are a few years old and in need of a new
stain. Ideal for softwoods like cedar and
pine.

* What is Semi-Transparent opacity?
Semi-transparent stain allows most of the
grain pattern and texture of the wood to
show through. Woodluxe Semi-Transparent
Stain is available in 75 colors.

* What it does: Enhances the beauty
of the wood with colot, while still allowing
most of the wood’s natural grain and tex-
ture to show through.

Semi-Solid: Best for: An older deck
or wood that needs a slight touch-up to its
natural color and appearance. Ideal for soft-
woods like cedar and pine.

* What is Semi-Solid opacity? Semi-
Solid stain allows the texture and some
of the grain pattern of the wood to show
through. Woodluxe Semi-Solid Stain is
available in 75 colots.

* What it does: Covers most imperfec-
tions, while allowing some of the wood’s
natural grain and texture to show through.

Solid Best for: Old decks and wood
that isn’t in great condition or if you simply
want a change in deck color.

Suitable for all wood types, including
pressure-treated lumber, cedar and red-
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..WOOD STAIN

continued from page 10

wood. Perfect for painting wood furniture H D ‘
tool ﬁgh

*What is Solid opacity? Solid stain HIGHLANDS

allows the texture of the wood to show £ o - -
through. Woodluxe Solid Stain is available DECORATING Benjamln Moore
in all 3,500+ Benjamin Moote colots.

* What it does: Covers the majority of
imperfections, while allowing a bit of the
wood texture to show through.

Download the Woodluxe brochure
for more information or pick one up at
your locally owned Benjamin Moore store.

Step 5: Explore your stain color op-
tions

A stain color can either enhance or
transform the natural hue of wood. If you
want your stain to enhance the natural ap-

pearance of your wood, choose a color
that’s close to its natural hue. b n r

Most homeowners opt for Translu-
cent to allow the wood’s grain and texture & b %
to show through. Translucent Woodluxe 5 ‘-*"l' ‘-' '-.' Py
Exterior Stain offer just a hint of color,
each aligning with a specific wood type:
Step 6: Synch color choices with
wood undertones
All wood has a natural undertone.
Here are some ideas for choosing stain col-
ors based on undertones and wood types.
Note that all stain color suggestions below
are shown in Semi-Transparent opacity.
Step 7: Sample, sample, sample a it : " :
It is essential to test the stain on wood . e o = ] Qi oo
before you commit. i 4 — e~ ’ WDUDLU}E:
* Let the stain to dry completely be- P R = - Wil 1
fore making your decision on color and
opacity, as the stain’s appearance can
change as it dries.
* Especially with lower opacities,
keep in mind that there will be variations
in color. Just as natural wood has different

textures and grains, your stained wood will For beauty th at gﬂes‘ jarei . | quumnuwm s

LR ok el Ciccper than the surface. MO | woODve

samples online and have them shipped di- _ ) TEEET
rectly to your home or pick them up from The ultimate protection for outdoor beauty. [ l

your locally owned Benjamin Moore store. Our innovative formulas minimize film build

Step 8: Start your wood stainin > %
Pmiectp Y 8 to reduce cracking and peeling for less prep,

/ou’ve chosen a wood stain opacity easier coating, and long-lasting results.
and color, and you've tested a sample on 330 Dillard Road
i See the Love Highlands NC 28741

portant, you’re happy with the results. Now 8282009226
it’s time to start your wood staining project! www.highlandsdecorating.com

Preparation is key: Check out how
to prep a deck for staining. Then see our
guide to how to stain a deck. As always, by iy e il i i bt b
your local Benjamin Moore store can help '
with any questions you have, from choos-
ing a stain color to using a product.
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Building a Custom Home? Read These Tips First

(StatePoint) Many people dream of building a cus-
tom home in a beautiful location. However, the journey of
building a home from scratch is not always smooth.

“As a builder in sunny Southwest Florida, we work
with all kinds of clients. Whether they are drawn to the
timeless appeal of Naples, the coastal charm of Bonita
Springs, the urban energy of Tampa, or the peaceful em-
brace of Sanibel, out job is to help them create their dream
home and tell their unique story,” says Glen Harris 111, re-
gional partner of Alair Florida, an industry leader.

To help you navigate the intricate wotld of custom

Custom Shower Doors ¢ Insulated Glass

Custom Mirrors * Tabletops * Sun Rooms
Replacement of Fogged Glass

Insulated Units David Lewis, owner

3145 Old Murphy Road
Franklin, NC

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

Backifrom/Di

Walul, Iilln:le + Mold * Fire=

.!ﬁl:arnel Cleaning 3 BunlE!;
uclmnmgﬂnanunﬁ:mﬁ%

home-building,  Alair
Florida is shedding
light on some common
challenges prospective
homeowners face and
offering solutions based
on their expertise.

Creating a custom
home is an exciting
journey with both tri-
umphs and trials. Here
are some common con-
cerns:

1. Balancing Vision
and Budget:

Challenge: Juggling expansive design ideas with realistic
budget constraints.

Solution: Overall project costs can be unpredictable
with a standard cost-plus contract, particularly if you have
an expansive vision. That’s why it’s important to work with a
builder who encourages a pre-construction phase, whereby
specifications and line-item costs are fixed. This process al-
lows you to make design adjustments on paper before con-
struction begins, and in turn, your builder will present you
with a fixed cost-plus contract. As the project moves for-
ward, be sure to request regular updates and clear project
timelines.

2. Navigating Regulatory Terrain:

Challenge: Dealing with the complex world of permits
and regulations often causes delays.

Solution: Work with a builder who possesses local
knowledge. Doing so can streamline the process as they will
understand and adhere to specific requirements.

3. Timing the Sourcing of Materials:

Challenge: Excitement of hand-selecting materials
tempered by potential supply chain disruptions.

Solution: If your builder is experienced in material

T sourcing and high-qual-

-,.* ity craftsmanship, this
s Rl help them navi-
gate such challenges to
avoid delays while en-
suring your new home
is built to the highest
standards.

4.  Adapting to
Evolving Design:

Challenge:  The
temptation of design
changes impacting the
project timeline.

Solution: Striking a
balance between innovation and sticking to the timeline is
crucial for success. Your builder should act as your trusted
advisor, connecting you with savvy designers, architects
and other experts who understand the local market and the
range of other factors that can affect your timeline.

5. Unforeseen Costs and Delays:

Challenge: Unexpected challenges despite meticulous
planning,

Solution: Establishing a contingency fund and main-
taining open communication with your builder is prudent.
To that end, your builder should take a client-driven ap-
proach and actively involve you in the decision-making pro-
cess.

Experts say “Your builder should be committed to cul-
tivating a collaborative partnership with homeowners. Ev-
ery decision, whether it’s a change order or intricate detail,
should be a result of thoughtful and shared deliberation.”

With careful attention and industry expertise, guided
by a trusted custom home builder, you can transform your
vision into reality, backed by the assurance of transpatency,
fixed-price contracts, quality craftsmanship, professional
design services, and a client-driven approach.

(ol
]

(MAIN STREET NURSERY

HIGHLANDS, NC

April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)
135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

MenDozA TREE ExperT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |18+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com




Door Design Tips to
Enhance Your Home’s
Beauty and Value

(StatePoint) When choosing doors for your home, re-
member that careful selections can improve not only your
home’s beauty and value, but also your quality of life. Here
are a few door types to consider, along with their benefits:

Elevate with exterior French doors: French doors
double the design impact, and elevate the front entryway
and curb appeal of any home. Manufacturers like ProVia
offer customizations on every element of French doors so
you can make a truly unique statement. Start by choosing
from various styles, materials and finishes. Then, consider
the addition of sidelites, transoms and decorative ot priva-
cy glass. Given how many factors you have control over, it’s
helpful to use a design tool to configure the door of your
dreams. Visit provia.com/design-center to get started. Rest
assured, no matter what your end results look like, there are
a few factors you won’t have to worry about with ProVia
doors: durability and energy efficiency. Virtually every pos-
sible combination of door style, glass, sidelite and transom
is built to last a lifetime and is ENERGY STAR certified.

Protect with storm doors: Storm doors provide doors
and homes with an extra layer of protection from moisture,
heat, wind, rain and other elements. Everyone has different
requirements though. Fortunately, storm doors can be in-
dividually customized to meet your practical and aesthetic
needs. Depending on where you live, factors like the thick-
ness and construction of the storm door can make a big
difference in its performance. You'll also want to investi-
gate your glass and screen options for added fresh air circu-
lation in your home. While storm doors are often thought
about more in terms of their functionality, it’s important
to keep in mind that varying hardware options, styles and
paint finishes allow you to seamlessly blend yours in with
the aesthetic of your home.

Bring the outside in with sliding glass patio doors:
Want to bathe your home interiors with light and the beauty
of your natural surroundings? One of the most effective,
low-maintenance ways to do just that is with vinyl sliding
glass patio doors. Those from ProVia are tested against the
most stringent industry standards for air and water infil-
tration, wind load resistance, ease of operation and more.
This means you’ll have lower heating and cooling costs and
increased comfort all while offering your household full,
unparalleled views of your outdoor spaces. Customization
options, such as the materials and colors of the interior
frame and the type of glass you choose, can help you tailor
the look and functionality of your sliding glass doors.

For a true return on your home improvement project,
consider how a door replacement can elevate your home’s
style while protecting it from the elements.

* See more SPRING HOME IMP page 15
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e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
¢ Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

‘B

Your One-Stop
Garden Shop
Celebrating 31
Years!

2460 Cashiers Road ¢ Highlands ¢ 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com ¢ Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

New Inventory Arriving DAILY!

Colorful Annuals

Kitchens

E C(ﬁ ; Des%gn

Atlanta « Highlands « Cashiers
§28-226-2083
Specializing in Kitchen Design ¢ Cabinets
2 Certified Kitchen Designers

-

rber Design
Kitchens e Cabinets

In-home Consultation
828-226-2083

| M E

mehnda@mehndabarber.cm
www.melindabarber.com
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Highlands School Spring Varsity Teams

Highlands Varsity Soccer Team

Nataly Aguilar, Jordyn Borino,Amayrani Campos, Leticia Campos, Mia Craig, Olivia Corbin, Lucy De Dios, Gabriela
Diaz Martinez, Heidi Doerter, Trinity Faust Fernandez, Lizbeth Frias, Taylor Hays, Theresa Mendez, Cayden Pierson,
Aubrie Potts, Isabel Ramos, Charlotte Westendorf, and Aislynn Wyatt-Luck.

Highlands Varsity Track Team

Blaine Dendy, Elmer Hernandez, Kasen Mitchell, Stephen Pierson, Claire
Worley, Mallory Shriver,

. —-——h-@h 3 - —— L ]
Highlands = = Emg—— *;.I:igag = e,
Varsity Golf [ | 2R sy BT
Alex Barranco, Rowan Carnes, | | :m

Carson Forrester,

Francisco Gooch, Bryan Juarquin,
Chase Kenter, Kason Mitchell,
Gavin Small, Isaiah Vilardo

Photos by Sunset Staff
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How to Use

Color to Be More

Productive and ﬁ ACP Home Interiors

215 N. 4th 5. 1990 Dillard Road
828-487-4211 B28-526-4500
Tuesday-Saturday 10:30-5 Friday & Saturday 11-5

Creative

(StatePoint) For many people, the start
of a new year is the time to get serious
about projects large and small. But if you’re
struggling to buckle down, or you’re having
trouble coming up with ideas, you may be
surprised to learn that by leaning into color
and the science behind it, you can hack your
way to a more productive and creative 2025.

Studies have shown that colors can
have a powerful effect on the mind and
body, impacting the way we feel and think.
In fact, certain colors can do everything
from lowering your heart rate to improv-
ing your memory. There are many ways to
harness the power of color science, from
painting the walls of your home office and
adding plants into your workspaces, to even
selecting your writing tools wisely.

When it comes to boosting your pro-
ductivity and creativity, here’s how to har-
ness the power of color science for writing:

Unleash Your Creativity

Did you know that Purple is a pow-
erhouse for creative thinking? Reach for a
lighter shade when you need a fresh idea for
this year’s school fundraiser or you’re meet-
ing with your work teammates for a crucial
brainstorming session. Want to add some
drama or personality to your next presenta-
tion? Darker shades of purple have an aura
of luxury, mystery and sophistication, and
can be used strategically in presentations
and hand-written communications to proj-
ect these qualities in your work and ideas.

Stuck on a seemingly unsolvable prob-
lem? Lighter shades of purple are known to
help break through writer’s block and open
a world of possibilities.

Reach for the G2 Purple Creativity
pack to help you whenever you need a flash
of inspiration. Comprised of purple hues,
use this color pack to fuel your creative
spark when making visual art, writing po-
etry or composing music, or whenever you

simply need to unleash your inner visionary. ';" galls \ W Rl
Unlock Your Productivity o ' ' ' S
Blue is a strong choice for generating Follow ACP Highlands on Facebook and Instagram for Specials!
ideas and evoking peace, making it a helpful Open to the Public! Since 1983.

color to employ when you need to stay cool WWWW. acph(}melnteriorsl COom

and confident in the face of a challenge.
The G2 Blue Productivity pack features
curated hues of blue to give you an arsenal

e See COLOR page 17
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MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

e o VRV AR A BT
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Fri., April 4 — 2pm and 5:30pm
Sun.,April 6 — 2pm and 5:30pm
Mon.,April 7 — 2pm and 5:30pm

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20 « Children: $11
boxoffice@

highlandsperformingarts.com
828-526-9047

.9OCCER continued from page 1

than grass on the surface is the
solution overall — but to what ex-
tent and to what cost is the ques-
tion.

Two years ago, the project
would have cost $900,000 start
to finish but instead of funding
it, the BOC requested a study to
“study” how much rain affects
the field over a yeat’s time.” This
didn’t really prove anything be-
cause rainfall occurrence and vol-
ume isn’t a constant.

Recently, the school system
sent out Requests for Proposals
(RFP) for the project but only
received one partial bid back.
Needing more than one, a RFP
was sent out a second time — and
after again receiving only one —
BOE Attorney John Henning
said the board could accept it if
it wanted to.

At the March meeting, MC
Schools Athletic Director Todd
Gibbs said AstroTurf Corp.
submitted a bid to install a base
and then a new playing surface
but wouldn’t price the site work

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

needed until it did a study.

The cost to install the base
layer and the Astro Turf was
$640,000-$700,000 but that didn’t
include the site work needed to
mitigate the water issues. The es-
timated cost for the entire project
could be $1.2 million to $1.7 mil-
lion.

Since a site study has already
been done and paid for, board
members wondered why another
study was needed. Anything more
will not only extend the bottom
line but the potential completion
date of the field.

“They won’t do any work or
guarantee anything without doing
a study themselves,” said Gibbs.

Meanwhile, Commissioner
John Shearl who is on the county’s
recreation committee with High-
lands Commissioner Jeff Weller,
asked Weller to shoot some el-
evations at Zachary Park on Buck
Creek to see if it would be pos-
sible to build an additional soccer
field beyond the upper parking lot.

Commissioner Weller has

since said it would be possible to
build another soccer field, but like
the current field at Buck Creek, it
wouldn’t be regulation-size.

Over a decade ago, before
Highlands School had a soc-
cer field on site, “home” soccer
games were held at Zachary Field
but since the field wasn’t regula-
tion size, the school had to get
permission to use it prior to each
game.

At the recent combo meet-
ing between the town of High-
lands, the town of Franklin and
the county commission, BOC
chairman Josh Young said the
county has put aside $200,000-
$300,000 for work at Zachary
Field but what it will be used for
wsn’t clarified..

BOE chairman Jim Breed-
love and board member Diedre
Breeden began throwing around
the idea of using the Zachary
Field soccer field for Highlands
School ... at least temporarily.

Wilkes and HS principal
Sarah Holbrooks were wary of
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Beauty Specialists

® Hair Cuts and Color
® Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing
® Dermalogica Facials
® Obagi
322 Main St Highlands NC » 828-482-1112

—
o

N
b |

f

7|

/
>

Adriana

the idea for several reasons, one
being that practice and game
schedules would have to work
around county league games.

“It’s not a school facility, it’s
a county park and rec facility and
we would have to bus kids over
there for practices and games
which I don’t think anyone wants
to do. I also don’t want to see
us get in a situation where the
county spends money on that
field to make it playable and then
says that’s good enough and the
project here never gets funded,”
said Wilkes.

Principal Holbrooks said
soccer to Highlands School is
like football is to Franklin.

“After school every day
there are kids out there running
around on the field. Highlands is
a little different culturally from
other schools; a lot of our kids
walk here in the morning, they
stay afterschool and play with
their friends, and they walk to
their parents work after school,”
she said. “Think of our soc-
cer field here at the school like
Franklin High School’s foot-
ball field. You wouldn’t build a
football field for Franklin High
School that is miles away.”

Breedlove and Breeden
were quick to clarify they weren’t
thinking of Zachary Field as a
permanent solution.

“I think we all want to see
the soccer field here at the school
fixed, and we will certainly keep
that on our capital priority list,
but ’'m not confident that the
project is going to be done in the
near future,” said Breedlove.

The board agreed to let the
county know that using Zachary
Field in the interim — only until
the Highlands School field is re-
paired and useable — would be
OK.

Wilkes asked that the Astro-
Turf Corporation be at a future
school board meeting to explain
and discuss the potential site-
work and its cost.

Gibbs said he will ask that
a representative attend the April
28 BOE meeting at lotla Ele-
mentary School in Franklin.



* INK PENN ®

World War II historical fiction

lenty of novels are
set during WWIIL,
and D’ve read quite a

few. In the past, I've leaned
toward thrillers or spy nov-
els like “Key to Rebecca”
or those billed as literary
fiction like “The Winds
of War” More recently,
it’s been mysteries like the
Maisie Dobbs series which
spans both World Wars.
“The Wealth of Shad-

-

Kathy Manos Penn

is keeping their plans secret
from the FBI. The story is
all the more intriguing be-
cause it’s true. I didn’t think
there was anything new to
learn about the atrocities of
the Nazis, but unfortunately,
I found a few new-to-me de-
tails in Moote’s book.

“The Wealth of Shad-
ows” is every bit the thriller
it purports to be. I shouldn’t

Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., April 3,2025 - 828-200-1371 - Page 17

..COLOR continued from page 15

of tools to work with for tackling different
tasks.

Lighter shades of blue can help you
hone in on the details, so if you’re balancing
your household budget, making your daily
to-do list, or proofreading your work, use a
light blue pen to do it. Because darker blues
aid in problem-solving under pressure, you
can lean into these shades for tasks like deliv-
ering a wrap-up report to your supervisor on
a deadline, working out an equation during a
timed test, or taking notes during a call.

Color science can also help you in other
areas of your life. That’s the idea behind the
new G2 Boost Collection from Pilot Pen.
Each pack of pens is offered in a range of

projects organized, and is designed to fuel
your writing, self-empowerment and self-
expression.

Shades of green can be used for
achieving more inner balance, while pinks
can be used for adopting a more optimis-
tic mindset. To learn more about reaching
your goals with writing tools, visit pow-
ertothepen.com/g2-boost.

Whether you’re a visionary who has
trouble getting started, or you’re raring to
go but just need a great idea, color science
and the right writing tools can help you
amplify your innate talents, harness new
skills, and maximize your mindset to un-
lock your potential.

ows,” by Graham Moore

Graham Moores “The Wealth of
Shadows” is billed as an historical thriller,
though there are no tales of derring-do
involved. Instead, the plot concerns “a se-
cret mission to bring down the Nazi war
machine by crashing the German econo-
my.”” This mission did, in fact, exist, and
was in the end successful. The real-life
economists and politicians whose stories
are recounted in this tale came up with the
novel idea that they could defeat Germany
through economic warfare.

Sure, I'd heard of FDR’s lend lease act
to help Great Britain without declaring war
ourselves, but I can’t say that I understood
it. And, I certainly didn’t know about cash
and carry, a plan that preceded it. Does this
topic sound as dry as dust to you? Trust
me, it’s not.

Imagine it’s the year 1939, and law-
yers, economists, and statisticians are con-
ducting research in the abandoned upstairs
space of a furniture store in Washington,
D.C. Picture them traveling the world
meeting with businessmen and politicians,
and, in our country, meeting with the likes
of J.P. Morgan.

This unlikely group works under the
auspices of the Treasury Department but

have been surprised, having
read two of the authot’s eatlier books. No,
neither “The Shetlockian,” his first book,
nor “The Last Days of Night,” about the
rivalry between Thomas Edison and George
Westinghouse, were thrillers, but they were
reads I thoroughly enjoyed. The second was
made into a movie, The Current War, star-
ring Benedict Cumberbatch.

Moore also won an Academy Award
for his screenplay for The Imitation Game,
which also starred Cumberbatch. I thought
that movie about cracking the Enigma Code
during WWII was exceptional. As I think
back, I realize I never saw The Current War.
If it’s anywhere near as intriguing as the
book it’s based on, I definitely need to find it
on a streaming service.

Can you tell that I highly recommend
the works of Graham Moore? I note that
he’s also written a legal thriller, “The Hold-
out”—yet another book to add to my never-
ending TBR list.

Happy Reading]!

o Award-winning anthor Kathy Manos Penn
is a Georgia resident. Find ber cogy mysteries at
Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on Amazgon.
Contact ber at inkpennl 19@gmail.com, and follow
her on Facebook, wwmwfacebook.com/ KathyMano-
sPennAuthor/.

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

struction gets underway. For this part of
1-40, engineers are designing parts of the
overall system separately, getting out bids,
and having construction begin while they
continue to design and plan for the final
stages of the project. They know they
must avoid unnecessary delays. Such a
design and build process has successfully
built public and private buildings, and
DOT is now applying those techniques to
this high-priority road project.

Finally, I want to thank Macon County,
NCDOT, and the Army Corps of Engi-
neers for clearing debris from Helene on
our corridors and state roads. Last week,
they had several crews working at various
locations. Our corridors now look much
better as tourists teturn to our community.
The Highlands Chamber of Commerce has
scheduled the Highlands Plateau Cleanup
for Saturday, April 26. Call the chamber at
526-2112 to volunteet.

hues within one color family to keep your

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments
Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

] TAD Organic smoothie/juice
(828) 526-4818 M .bér located
] = inside Whole
On the corner of 3rd & Spring @ KTV RO life Market

The Secret is Out! Our Charcuterie Boards are the Best!

Artistic Charcuterie for Corporate Events, Private Parties, Anytime and Any Size!

\Place Your Order Today!

| (828) 3057509
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5-Minute
Morning Faith
Reset

Ken Langsdorf
Lutheran Church of the Holy Family

or many of us mornings can be a big rush to get
going, out the door and off to work. But the way we

start our day can influence the way the rest of the

day goes for us. Five minutes can make all the difference.

Try this 5-minute morning faith reset. Take your coffee
of tea to your favorite chair and sit. As you sit, take five deep
breaths, breathing in God’s goodness and blowing out your
stress, anxiety, and worry. Then pray this prayer from Psalm
143:8. Let me hear of Your steadfast love in the morning,
for in You I put my trust. Teach me the way to go, for to
You I lift up my soul.

Pray each phrase several times until you really mean it.
When you are ready, sit and listen for God’s guidance and
inspiration.

This prayer reminds us that we are, first and foremost,
loved by God. God’s love is steadfast. God will not let you
go, no matter what. God is sticking with you through what-
ever happens, and God is forgiving you for whatever hap-
pened yesterday. You are in God’s steadfast love. Your pri-
mary identity as you go into the day is that you are a deatly,
deeply and eternally loved child of God. That is who you
are!

Above all else, anyone else, even yourself, God is the
one we trust as we go into the day. We may have our sched-
ule for the day. We may have our “to do” list. But we also
want to be receptive to what God wants for us in this day.
God’s plans are better than our plans. We want to be open
to an opportunity for ministry that God may put in our
path. We want to be open to receiving and sharing God’s
grace as we go into the day. We put our trust in God. We are
open to God’s guiding Spirit.

To God we lift up our soul. In faith, in thanks, in praise,
in service, we lift up our soul to God. We devote ourselves
to being an agent of God’s mercy and peace and help today.

As we see ourselves a loved child of God, we are then
ready to see others as loved children of God too. Many peo-
ple will not act like loved children of God as we go into the
day, so we will need to be extra patient and kind, showing
through our lives God’s love for them.

Pray it one more time. Let me hear of Your steadfast
love in the morning, for in You I put my trust. Teach me the
way to go, for to You I lift up my soul.

And now you are ready to go and live this prayer.

e P acEs 10 WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m. ,Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a
Holy Eucharist;Wed. Bible Study & Compline Prayer 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church « 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC « Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

10am; Men'’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 « 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary, VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 * fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢+ 743-2729 * Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « |65 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson * 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 » mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583  Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m,;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —| | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates ¢ 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDFE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues. 7p
(Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & || am; Coffee Hour
following I | am Service
Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday [0a-2p
www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers +828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., April 3, 2025 - 828-200-1371 - Page 19

e PoLicE & FIRE REPORTS @

Highlands Police entries from
March 17. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a summons/
citation, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or those of public officials
have been used.

March 17

* At 9:50 a.m.,a contractor at Moun-
tain Heritage on Main Street claimed he
wasn’t allowed to leave which is false im-
prisonment.

March 21

* At |:4] p.m,, officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident on N. 5th Street.

* At 5:30 p.m, Carlos Rodriguez

®

Sanchez, 25, was arrested for DUI on Flat
Mountain Road. He was issued a $5,000
secured bond. His trial date is May 7.

March 25

* At 5:06 p.m,, officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident on US 64 east (Ca-
shiers Road) between Laurel and Chest-
nut streets.

March 28

* At 4:30 p.m,, two red Adirondack
chairs valued at $550 each were reported
stolen from McCaulley’s on Spring Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from March 25.

GHLANDS
IFORTHCAROLIN
iy

Rotary president Randy Foster with Ryan Bryson and Tony Potts of Bryson Paving and

Grading

Lim

March Students of the Month -- Diego, Skyleran

Finn.

March 25

* At 831 am, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Blue Valley
Road.

* At 9:32 am,, the dept. responded
to an unauthorized burning on Jackson
Drive.

* At 4:24 p.m., the dept. investigated
the cause of smoke on NC 106 (Georgia
Road).

* At 9:35 p.m,, the dept. investigated

the cause of smoke on Clear Creek Road.

March 27
* At 8:01 a.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on Buck Creek

Highlands Rotary
hears from Bryson
Paving and Grading
and meets students
of the month

At Highlands Rotary, Tues., Match 18,
We were glad to hear from Ryan Bryson
and Tony Potts. Ryan and Tony took us
through the Hwy 106 project after the vital
road closed on October 19th due to hur-
ricane damage. We learned it was a record-
breaking 38-day job!

Jan 3rd was the deadline from the
Department of Transportation (DOT)
but Bryson Grading was aware the asphalt
plant would close for the season on De-
cember 23rd. The team took only three
days off -- two Sundays and Thanksgiving
Day.

Their team worked in two shifts day
and night, the first shift worked 9a-4p with
the next shift working through the night.
They worked through dangerous and
harsh conditions. Throughout their pre-
sentation the two reiterated how impor-
tant the job was to the community and the
local economy.

Thank you so much to Bryson Paving
and Grading! A local business that made
us all proud, 1,700 tons of asphalt latet!

Students of the Month

We were also thrilled to celebrate the
Highlands School students of the month.
Well done, Diego, Skyler and Finn!

Road.

* At 8:29 a.m,, the dept. responded
to an unauthorized burning on Foreman
Road.

* At 10:11 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Memorial
Park Drive.

* At 11:30 a.m. the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on NC 28 south
(Walhalla Road).

* At 12:16 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Leonard
Road.

March 28

* At 2:19 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Clubhouse
Trail.

March 29

* At 5:13 p.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 south
(Walhalla Road).

March 31

* At 1:07 p.m,, the department re-
sponded to a call of a power line down
on Arnold Road.

e CHHS NEWS e

Kane is five years old and he is the longest-
term resident at the Cashiers-Highlands
Humane Society no-kill shelter. Kane has
excellent manners and he loves everyone
he meets. He walks like a gentleman on a
leash and he has been a favorite with the
shelter’s dog walking volunteers. To give
Kane a forever home, please complete the
adoption application at chhumanesociety.
org.
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH

9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley
LI )

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the basg
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Align Therapeutic, PLLC

Mental Health Therapy and Support Services

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA
nicole@aligntherapywnc.com

www.aligntherapywnc.com \T

828-526-6370
Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
828.424.4637

HIGHLAMDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S

INTERMATIOMAL REAL ESTATE

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Street

Highlands Automotive

Service =1, NC
s e ~ Inspection
& L Station

Repair

@ 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomeotive.com

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

Look for our sign!

* Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured
Crane
Rentals
Available

MenDozATREE ExperT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

COUMNSELING
CENTER

HLAMNMDS,

H 1 G N C g

' LOCATED AT THE PEGGY CROSBY CENTER

B864-481-0698 &5
INFOERCOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG ©

348 5. 5TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 €3

OFFICES: 201, 203 & 210

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG &

" WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO QUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

B s

el

&

LE n!l-': -
D &4_._ ~

lnnnmtmunt l.'lnlv!
Call: 828-526-1960 _
Text: ?'III 855- 0825 -"‘
Emali -lnﬂnglllamls@gmall nnnlf

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com
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* CILASSIFIEDS ®

WANTED

SEEKING GARAGE RENTAL for
auto storage. Secure, long or short-term. 561 -
866-8631 (st. 3/6)

HELP WANTED

ALLISON DIANE CLOTHING, up-
scale clothing. Stop by to pick up application.
corner of Main and 4th St. 828-526-5404. (st.
3/20)

DONLEON’S IS HIRING FOR THE
KITCHEN LINE Consider joining the crazy
crew working for the craziest old guy in High-
lands ... this is the most fun you can have with-
out drinking! Eat anything you want and Dance
with the Don .... no kidding. Drop by to chat
with DonLeon or call 828-200-9334. (st. 3/13)

FOR SALE

1965 SUNBEAM TIGER - restored,
great condition. Hard top, 5-speed. 5%9%. Call
404-966-0283. (st. 3/6)

LAND FOR SALE - 2 tracts, 7.5 miles
south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by
far the best view in the area at $200,000; 6.12
acres with spring (already subdivided into 2,
3-acre lots) $140,000. 828-974-1137.(5/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size
load. call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker
Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stonecham@allentate.com

INTERNATIONAL

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINOUNTAIN/CASHIERS

$85k ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEs-
tates.com for more info. (st. | 1/22/24)

RV _SITE - class A only - in Wildflower
Creek RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands
and Sky Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, land-
scaped and storage shed. $195,000. For more
info call 828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@
gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT

FURNISHED 2BD, 2.5BA TOWN-
HOUSE IN SHELBY PLACE. Less than a
mile from town. Long Term preferred. Call Jen-
nifer at 828-371-2582 (st. 2/6)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bed-
room/2 bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with be-
tween Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed
internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires. (828)482-4239, (st. Jan. 2025)

SERVICES

BPLATEAU PAINTERS — Interior and ex-
terior painting, pressure washing, decks,and sand-
ing and staining wood floors. Division of Chatlos
Construction. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call
Mike at 828-200-4071. (st. 4/3)

— We take
anything. Call 828-200-0492 (4/30)

RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING SER-
VICE - Will come to your home to pick up
recycables. Call or text for details 828-421-2655.
(4/30

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call
for details. 828-421-2655. (4/30)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN - Chatlos Construction — Remodels,Ad-
ditions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting.
References. Insured. 828-200-4071. (4/30)

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years ex-
perience available for part-time personal care,
errands, transportation, meals, etc. Highlands
full-time resident. Robert Doe 828.399.0262.
(st.8/29)

MURPHY'’S PAINT CO. - interior/ex-
terior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper re-
moval/log homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates.
828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600. (3/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? Call or text
James of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (5/1)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to
CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message
at 828-526-5208.

Local agents honored
by Weichert Real Estate
Affiliates

Highlands Properties is proud to announce that multiple
agents from its brokerage were honored by the national
franchise organization, Weichert Real Estate Affiliates,
Inc., for their exceptional real estate performance in 2024.
The following agents were recognized for their sales
achievements in 2024, based on gross commission income
or units closed.

Myrna Moorte - President’s Club (Gold)

Shepard King - Sales Achievement

Sukhin Chawla - Sales Achievement

“We are very proud of all our affiliates and their agents
for everything they were able to accomplish this past year,”
said Bill Scavone, president of Weichert Real Estate Affiliates,
Inc. “We are extremely fortunate to have such dedicated and
knowledgeable agents who went above and beyond to offer
exceptional service to their clients.”

Weichert, Realtors™ - Highlands Properties is an independently
owned and operated Weichert® affiliate.

The Laurel Garden Club
Awards Grants for 2025

The Laurel Garden Club of Highlands is pleased to
announce that grants totaling $6,100 have been awarded to
local non-profit organizations.

Those receiving grants for 2025 are: Highlands His-
torical Society, Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, Coalition
for Non-native Invasive Plant Management (CNIPM), and
Peggy Crosby Center.

Each grant applicant met the Laurel Garden Club’s
purposes to protect and conserve our natural resources and
to enhance the beauty of our town and its native mountain
landscapes.

Laurel Garden Club is a non-profit educational orga-
nization. In keeping with its purposes, the Club periodically
engages in fundraising activities such as cookbook sales,
kitchen tours, luncheons and other special events. The
Club’s 2025 fundraising project will be announced soon.
The proceeds of fundraising are donated as grants to non-
profit organizations. Since 2002, Laurel Garden Club has
given a grand total of more than $234,645 through grants
to community organizations.
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS @

POOL SCHEDULE

e Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday |0am-IIpm
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+
Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam with Karen
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. | lam-3:30pm, Friday | lam-
1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru
Thurs. 3:30-7pm, Saturday |lam-
6pm and Sunday |-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. ev-
ery Monday - Friday |0am-Ipm
indoors for the winter (notice the
days and time has changed),

MOVIES

* No Movies at the Martin
Lipscomb Performing Arts Center
at PAC on Chestnut Street this
weekend.

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS

* Open: [0 am - | pm,April 4-5
and 18-19.

SATURDAY MARKET

* Farmers Market in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street from
8:30a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALLWEEK

* Alcoholics  Anonymous:
“Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the A/A. program of recovery.
Highlands Mountain View Group
holds open meetings in Highlands
at the First Presbyterian Church,
471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM
and Wednesday and Friday at noon.
Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays.The
Cashiers Valley Group holds open
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Monday
at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday
at 9 AM. For more info, please visit
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with
a member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-
4357.

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strength-
en Class at the Rec Park 8:30-
9:30am.The cost for the class is $30
a month. The class is led by Cathy
Hodgson. Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO,
an off-campus sorority founded in
the 1800s that provides grants and
loans to women with financial need
who want to return to school or

further their education meets at
10 am. More meeting places call
president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004

* Indivisible Highlands from
5:15-6:15pm at the Hudson Library
Meeting Room.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
For more information contact Bud
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at
budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec
Park 8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong,
lean muscles using light weights,
body weight, and high repetition to
shape and tone. Learn proper form
and range of motion to safely target
all muscle groups for a metabolic
boost.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers — Tuesdays from
5-6:30 PM.

* ESL classes are held at the
Presbyterian Church in Highlands
from 6:30-7:30pm. No registration
required — just show up and partici-
pate. Questions? call 828-526-0863
or email inffo@maconncliteracy.org

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partner-
ship with VAYA Health, is hosting an
educational series on adult mental
health topics, at || AM.This series
is aimed particularly at older adults
and will focus on mental health top-
ics of particular interest to them,
but all ages are welcome to attend.
To register, stop by the library or
call 828-526-3031.

2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at
the Hudson Library the second and
fourth Wednesdays |PM - 3PM of
each month to help patrons with
their tech needs. Bring a smart-
phone, laptop, or other digital de-
vice to receive free assistance and
support. No appts are required - all
are welcome.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street
is open from |0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A
combo class with different types of
exercise. 828-526-3556

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am.at the
Rec Park.An exhilarating and fun mix
of martial arts for a calorie-burning
workout. No martial arts background
necessary Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

* At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thurs-
day afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone
programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Friday af-
ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of
children’s programs including board
games, STEM programs, and crafter-
noons.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast
at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM.We invite ALL veterans
to attend. Email ncpost370@gmail.
com for more information or just join
us at 9am .

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday
Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick
around for visitation and coffee hour
immediately after service. (Coffee
hour is replaced by potluck dinner the
I' st Sunday of each month).

Fri.,April 4

* The Boys & Girls Club of the
Plateau, in partnership with Western
Carolina University’s Department of
Chemistry and Physics, will host a free
evening telescope viewing party on
the campus of the Boys & Girls Club
of the Plateau located at 558 Frank
Allen Road, Cashiers, NC, on Friday
beginning at 7:30 p.m for stargazers
of all ages!

* Highlands Nature Center,Wild-
flower Walk 3-4 p.m. Join us for an
easy stroll through the Botanical Gar-
den to explore what spring ephemer-
als are blooming. Along the way, we’ll
learn tips for identifying them & a little
about their unique characteristics.
Free. No registration necessary.

Sat.,April 5

* Low country Oyster Roast at
Outpost Inn. Outpost Inn partners
with Lowcountry Oyster Company
and Munkle Brewing Company, both
of Charleston, SC, to host it’s first
oyster roast in its courtyard. Tickets
include all-you-can-eat freshly roasted
oysters with one Munkle beer. Other
beer and wine offerings are available

ala carte at the wine bar. https:/
www.highlandermountainhouse.
com/

April 11-12

* At the Bascom, Clay Sympo-
sium. Free.

Fri.,April 11

* Highlands Nature Center,
Wildflower Walk 3-4 p.m. Join us
for an easy stroll through the Bo-
tanical Garden to explore what
spring ephemerals are blooming.
Along the way, we'll learn tips for
identifying them & a little about
their unique characteristics. Free.
No registration necessary.

April 13-18

* At the Mountain Learn-
ing Center, Music Week. Classes,
workshops, and one-on-one ses-
sions with nationally touring musi-
cians. Early-Bird Discount - $50 off
if registered before Valentine’s Day!
https://www.themountainric.org/
event/homecoming-2/

Sun.,April 13

* The Masters Sunday view-
ing party at Highlander Mountain
House a viewing party on Masters
Sunday complete with drink and
food specials inspired by the storied
menu found at Augusta National.
https://www.highlandermountain-
house.com/

Thurs.,April 17

* Grand reopening ceremony,
for the new ABC Store on Oak
Streetat || a.m.

Fri.,April 18

* Highlands Nature Center,
Wildflower Walk 3-4 p.m. Join us
for an easy stroll through the Bo-
tanical Garden to explore what
spring ephemerals are blooming.
Along the way, we'll learn tips for
identifying them & a little about
their unique characteristics. Free.
No registration necessary.

Sat.,April 19

* At Highlands Nature Center,
Morning Bird Walk 8-9 a.m. Meet at
Il Lower Lake Road. Birders of
all skill levels are welcome to join
us as we take an easy walk around
the garden to find our feathered
friends. Binoculars available to bor-
row. Weather Dependent Free. No
registration necessary.

* Annual Easter Egg Hunt at
the Rec Park on N.4th St. For ages
0-9 years. Begins at 10 a.m.

Sun.,April 20

* Easter Brunch Special at
Highlander Mountain House. Chef
Adam Bresnahan pulls out all the
stops for a festive and seasonal Eas-

ter brunch. Expect dish + drink spe-
cials, along with their normal menu.
https://www.highlandermountain-
house.com/

Wed.,April 23

* At Highlands Nature Center,
Drawing Club 3-4 p.m. Supplies will
be provided, or bring your own.
We'll explore the garden trails,
followed by an optional drawing
prompt, time to sketch, and an op-
portunity to share our work. Free.
No registration necessary.

Thurs.,April 24

» Salon Series at Highlander
Mountain House. Enjoy the smooth
sounds of Lucero front man, Ben
Nichols at the next installment of
HMH’s popular Salon Series. https:/
www.highlandermountainhouse.
com/

Fri.,April 25

* At Highlands Nature Center,
NC Bioblitz 3-4:30 p.m. The NC
Bioblitz is part of the City Nature
Challenge, a friendly citizen sci-
ence competition between cities &
regions all over the world. Upload
observations to Naturalist,and help
Western NC win against the rest of
the state!. Visit scienceacrossnc.org
to learn more. Free. No registration
necessary.

Sat.,April 26

* Plateau Pickup. Keep — a
community-wide cleanup day dedi-
cated to preserving the town’s
natural beauty. For more info, go to
highlandschamber.org or call 828-
526-2112.

* Join the Cashiers Historical
Society on Saturday from || am to
3 pm for the annual Apple Heritage
Day Festival. This event celebrates
the apples of early settlers, offer-
ing a unique blend of history, tradi-
tion, and community. There will be
hands-on activities for all ages, an
apple baking contest, demonstra-
tions, storytelling, and live music.
This event is free and open to the
public. For more details, visit CHS
on Facebook or by phone at (828)
743-7710.

* Start-up funding to benefit
Sol & Son DLA will be raised at
the La Copa Primavera Inaugural
Golf Tournament at Sky Valley
Country Club. For information
about the golf tournament,
contact David@cbchighlands.com.

*The Pop-Up Pipers will appear
in unexpected locations throughout
downtown Highlands 4:30-5p
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
(rystul & Gem Gallery

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

o MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY
Highlander
Mountain
House

| &
The Ruffed

Grouse

Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

o "ij”\ff LUXURY COLLECTION"
e I c e r Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
s Fayeranksinthe TOP 2% andis a
Luxury Collection Specialist.
REALTORS Y P

Highlands Properties | | e ao01see B

828.200.1345
450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC faye@bhhsmmr.com
828-526-5522

2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands E Sl
www.highlandsproperties.com

https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 37

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luzxury

#1 TN THE CAROQUINAS = 404-219-1249

s TIAMRICESTEVERALLENTATE. OOM

CHERTHLIT 37

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

LiiREL 5t -

Dedicated to finding the home you've
always wanted.
Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

[Pt &Y

Reebes

Hardware

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU'RE A =7 T
HOME! %) ' ‘ .
3 I y

§YHighlands ggggghg;g

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com

Slheryl Wiln
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Charming
Mountain
Retreat
Near Downtown
I IET

42 Hemlock Rldge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces
2 screened-in
porches
Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for
$2,400,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

ands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Luxury Listings

/Vlcwxfmm a

John Sheehan
(404) 790-9716

CHRISTIE’S

INTERMNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

CASHIERS




allen

Realtors®

Our clients rate us 5 out of

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF

EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

5JJJJJ

(3=

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST avericss eesr

Zut Al

REALTY GROUP

@

¥

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

HIGHLANDS OF

FFICE | 225 MAIN STREET

Cell: 828-506-0173
Office: 828-526-4663

o

debby@landmarkrg.com

DEBEY HATTLER
EROKER

JULIE OSBORN
& PAT ALLEN

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Leadig

LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

EEEEEEEEEE
COMPANIES
THE WORLD®

Al

S

¢

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

DAVID

BOCK

BUILDERS

Jody Lovell

.- Why call Jody?

Ranked the #| Broker in North Carolina
- for over a decade—and for good reason!
¥ Whether you're buying or selling, she
=1 brings unparalleled market expertise,
| top-tier negotiation skillsand a
..‘.I id ’g commitment to delivering exceptional
Bl results. Your dream home or top-dollar
" sale is just one call away-you deserve
. the best! With over $1 Billion in sales.
~ you can be the next beneficiary of this
| track record.
Call her personally at 828.226.6303.

. #1 Broker

IN NORTH CAROLINA

| $1 Billion +
= TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME
| Top 100

SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT
WORLDWIDE

Highlands Sotheby's

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson

404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and

Pat Gleeson

828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

People ... are
the investments
that matter
most

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
REALTY

If you want an
award-winning
real estate
experiece, choose
an award-winning
agent. /

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

Now Open

5:30-9p

.on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
=~/ on Lake Sequoyah

828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining

Fridays & Saturdays

s €

WWW. ontheverandah com

MCCULL

LY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street ©




