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Members of Highlands Fire & Rescue gather with man they saved, Mark Murrah. — Photo by Kim Lewicki

Murrah family says ‘thanks’ to HF&R

By Kim Lewicki
At Tuesday night’s week-

meeting, Mark Murrah and his
wife Lane provided a buffet din-

saving him during a “precari-
” situation at his home

ous
* See THANKS page 6

ly Highlands Fire & Rescue ner to thank the department for

Email circulates about ‘secret’ meetings
By Kl{l;ltsu\:\:ei( the Macon Coun-
ty Library was once again the top-

County Board of Commissioners.
Prompted by an email circu-
* See SECRET page 4

ic of discussion during the public
comment period at the February
regular meeting of the Macon

Thank you for trusting us to be part of your journey.
Wishing you a Valentine's Day filled with love
and the people who matter most.
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What eliminating the
U.S. Dept. of Ed would
mean for MC Schools

By Kim Lewicki

President Donald Trump has
promised to eliminate the US.
Department of Education, and
some North Carolinians worry
that could mean a steep decrease in
funding for North Carolina’s pub-
lic schools.

“We’re sending all education
and education wotk and needs
back to the states because they’ll
do a much better job of it,” said
President Trump.

In addition, he wants to
give parents access to their stu-
dent’s Average Daily Membership
(ADM) funding to use toward tu-
ition for faith-based schools, or
private schools.

Currently, Charter schools
receive the ADM amount for stu-
dents based on their “home” pub-
lic school’s ADM.

However, saddling states and
counties with public school ex-
penses would mean many changes,
the biggest being tax hikes on the

local and state level to support the
school systems.

“I understand that there are
ongoing discussions regarding
the potential loss of federal funds
and the elimination of the De-
partment of Education,” said Ma-
con County Schools Superinten-
dent Josh Lynch. “At this point,
I believe it’s important to stay
informed and wait for more de-
tails before drawing conclusions
or speculating. I’'m committed to
understanding the full scope of
the situation as more information
becomes available.”

What federal funding does
NC specifically get?

Last year, North Carolina
public schools got more than
$1.10 billion from the federal
government with about 59% of
federal money for NC schools go-
ing toward Title 1 programs for
low-income students and students
with disabilities.

* See ELIMINATION page 8
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The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
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242 S. 4th St. * 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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There's road work ahead

western Regional Planning

Commission’s Transportation
Advisory Committee meeting. Let
me review some of the transpor-
tation issues the committee dis-
cussed.

First, NCDOT engineers
stated they were working nonstop
to repair and reopen 1-40 next to
the Pigeon River near the Tennes-
see state line. It was stressed that
there will be short-term repairs to
reopen the road and also a long-
term plan to secure the road against future
washouts from the flooding river. Governor
Stein has set March 1 as a partial opening of
one lane for each direction.

Also, we discussed how Helenes re-
covery challenges have delayed a number of
road projects that were on the state prioriti-
zation schedule. It will take quite some time
to reprioritize this list of projects and get
back on schedule even before Helene NC-
DOT fell behind due to shortfalls in funding,

Let me highlight the status of several
area projects that may impact the Highlands

Irecently chaired the South-
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

and Cashiers area. First on the list
is the intersection improvement at
NC 107 and US 64, aka the Ca-
shiers crossroads. For now, right-
of-way acquisition is to begin on
July 21, 2027, and the project will
be let on Jan. 22, 2030. All of these
dates are subject to change.

Another project is the C. Tom
Bryson bridge replacement on the
Gorge Road between Franklin and
Highlands. Its tentative start date
is April 20, 2027.  'This bridge re-
placement will be a major project
impacting traffic between the two towns, as
well as impacting tourist traffic.

The proposed improvement of the
parking area and a pedestrian bridge at Dry
Falls is another project on the list. This proj-
ect was designed and conceived by the US
Forest Service over 20 years ago. NCDOT
must partner and administer the project be-
cause it impacts a state road. I am hopeful
and optimistic that federal funds can be ap-
propriated for this project and construction
can get underway by late 2026. The explosion
of growth in the area may generate a reprioti-
tization of this project.

Also, on the list of projects in the area is
the Middle Creek Bridge replacement on NC
106 just below Scaly Mountain. That project
is nearing completion with part of the new
bridge already open to traffic. Several im-
provements will eventually be made to the
road approaching the bridge. Since the old
bridge was built around 1940, this new bridge
project was long overdue and much needed.

At the TAC meeting, it was pointed out
that NCDOT gets numerous requests to take
over privately built roads, as does the town
of Highlands. The concept with a takeover
is that once executed, the state, or a munici-
pality, would be committed to maintaining
and re-paving the road from there on out.
A light bulb went off in my head that this
state takeover program might apply to some
private roads that Highlands has declined
to takeover because the roads did not meet
town subdivision road standards. That light
bulb was quickly turned off when it was dis-
closed very few requests are granted by the
state because the private roads have to meet
state standards, especially state right-of-way
requirements. Some homeowners on these
private, substandard roads complain that they
would have no front yards left if they met the

o See MAYOR page 6
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..LETTERS continued from page 5

vote if you aren’t a citizen. There is no valid
or legitimate study that shows voter fraud to
be a problem. This is a completely manu-
factured issue by your party, Republicans, as
part of your gerrymandering and voter sup-
pression efforts.

This is shameful! You should be about

winning the votes of your constituents on

the basis of your record; instead you are

trying to suppress votes, which is clearly a
twisted, non-American platform.

Bonnie Bell

Highlands, NC

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

Deborah ‘“Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4d@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742

AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

We’re not #1 in
Highlands real
estate sales, but
our customers are
#1 in our hearts
and minds.

CHRISTIE'S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS —

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

* INVESTING AT 4,118

—

Highlands, NC. Love is all around!

eet “Lovey,” our
Golden Retriever
puppy, we love

her!

We named her Lovey |
because it’s Valentine’s Day.
And, we’ve always loved
Gilligan’s Island, the mil-
lionaire Thurston Howell |
I11, and his wife, Lovey!

She’s 12-weeks old and
we picked her up last Sat-
urday morning, The love
we have for her and she
has for us is beyond words.
All of you dog lovers un-
derstand exactly what I'm
talking about. She’s made me thmk about
Highlands and Love, two things that go
together!

The real estate business here is mainly
about sharing with you the love and the
truth about our town, its beauty, personal-
ity, and feel. If it’s a fit for you, for your
lifestyle, for your family and friends, and
for your dreams...you’ll find your way
here, and we’re happy to help you figure
out how to make that happen!

I’ve admired a person for years who
is a true American icon. He is a gentleman
who’s very own words capture the essence
of Highlands, Love of life, and he express-
es the reasons you need to consider being
here much more succinctly that I can.

He recently received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom from President Biden,
a most deserving honor, and it is with all
due respect and humility that I quote him
now. This the Highlands we love:

“There is a way of living that has a
certain grace and beauty. It is not a race for
what is next, rather an appreciation for that
which has come before. There is a depth
and quality of experience that is lived and
felt, a recognition of what is truly mean-

ingful.

I love places and things
that transform us, that take
us someplace else for a day,
| an evening, or a weekend, or
just for a moment.

I love the romance of
movies, cars, the lyrics of
Cole Porter and the songs
of Frank Sinatra.

They all have one thing
in common — they have no
age; they have no time.

: I am inspired by the

4| movement of the seasons,
by the search for newness,
the diversity and breadth of
pOSSlbllltleS of what somebody could like
in a variety of worlds.

The world is open to us, and each day
is an occasion to reinvent ourselves.

What I do is about living, It’s about
living the best life you can and enjoying
the fullness of the life around you — from
what you wear, to the way you live, to the
way you love” (from the book “Ralph
Lauren” written by Ralph Lauren and
dedicated to the love of his life, his wife
Ricky).

Ralph is right about life and he’s de-
scribed the “Highlands Love” well with
impeccable style, grace, beauty and excel-
lence that lives in his fashion.

So this weekend, grab a bottle of
good champagne, watch “Very Ralph” on
HBO, celebrate Valentine’s Day, buy your
sweetheart something Ralph Lauren, and
stop by to meet our Lovey.

Pat and Bee Gleeson (and Lovey) are proud
to be with a team of “Helpers” and Real Es-
tate Brokers at Christies International Real
Estate Highlands-Cashiers. You can reach us
at 828.782.0472. Please stop by for coffee and
conversation at 210 N. 5th Street in Downtown
Highlands.

.SECRET continued from page 1

lating around the county suggesting a dis-
cussion about the MC Library leaving the
Fontana Regional Library (FRL) system
be discussed behind closed doors, citizens
showed up to voice their concerns about
the future of the FRL which governs local
libraries and the potential of illegal activity.

The email, allegedly originated by MC
Library Board member Leah Gaston and
replied to by a “Jim,” also discusses Yancey
County which recently left its AMY Region-
als Library System that serves Avery, Mitch-
ell and Yancey counties.

Prior to speaking to commissioners,
citizen Betsy Baste gave each board mem-
ber a copy of the email. Copies of the
email were also handed out to the public.

“The rest of us all have it (the email),
and so we know that people are advocating
for you to do illegal things and I trust you
won’t,” she said.

Suggesting the physical benefits of
leaving FRL, the email reads, “If Jackson
and Macon can both simultaneously pull
out of the FRL then the FRL ceases to

* See SECRET page 7
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Dear Editor,

Recently, I have experienced
a number of things that suggest
Highlands needs to consider now
what it should do now to be ready
for 20 years from now and what
to do and when to start to get
ready for that future.

I foresee an increase in se-
vere weather events, mote electric
vehicles owned privately and by
the town. The town buildings will
be 20 years older and the current
problematic parking situation was
discussed with the possibility of a
parking garage was discussed as
was the increase in energy usage.
Those will not just go away with-

A futuristic suggestion

out some action sometime.

I also foresee that with in-
creased demand for energy as was
mentioned by the Mayor energy
costs will probably increase. The
Commercial ~Geothermal Heat
Pumps can reduce the cost of heat-
ing, cooling and dehumidifying
large buildings by about 50 percent.
Since these heat pumps extract heat
from deep in the earth, it isolates
the system from any temperature
extremes and mitigates the effect
of the extremes. Over a 20-year
period, that could be many dollars
saved.

The world’s governments so
far not been willing or able to cope

with climate change, as witnessed
by ever increasing floods and
fires in many countries. I person-
ally think we humans have already,
damaged the earths’ very thin cli-
mate beyond the tipping point

I stayed at a resort in San
Francisco two blocks from Fisher-
man’s Wharf. The large car rental
lot was located underneath all the
businesses which were on a huge
concrete structure.

Parking in Asheville is located
underneath Talbots and the adjoin-
ing businesses. This is not a new
concept.

What I had in mind was a new
town complex building be built on

top of a street level concrete struc-
ture, with some parking and EV
charging stations. This would lo-
cate parking and charging closer to
Main Street businesses and still on
town property, between Town Hall
and Maple Street, the construction
of the parking garage. Possibly the
playhouse could provide enough
space for temporary offices un-
til construction of the new town
building is completed.

Will Highlands and humans
still exist 20 or 70 years from now?
If we assume they will, what should
we do and when do we start?

Larry Brannan
Highlands

If you want a ‘pedestrian friendly town,’ make it one

Dear Editor,

While I am not new to
Highlands, having visited since
1958, I now live here.

In this paper, Mayor Tay-

An Open Letter
to
Chuck Edwards

Dear Sir,

I was appalled to see you
as a co-sponsor of HR Bill 22
“SAVE” ACT which is basically
meant to disenfranchise women
voters and people of color. It’s a
horrific page right out of Project
2025.

This “act” is dangerous
and irresponsible. In essence,
if your birth certificate doesn’t
match your current name (which
is the case for 79% of married
women) and you don’t have a US
Passport (only about 43% of NC
residents do, usually white and fi-
nancially solvent) you can’t regis-
ter to vote.

It cost $130 to get a pass-
port. It ranges from $150~$500
for a married or divorced woman
to legally reclaim her birth name.
Not to mention the onerous
tasks involved in doing so.

This “act” is completely un-
necessary. There isn’t an existing
problem with voter fraud. Feder-
al laws already make it criminal to

¢ See LETTERS page 4

lor has addressed vehicle speed-
ing and distracted driving several
times in his Mayor on Duty col-
umn. As a frequent pedestrian, I
reinforce these concerns.

Main Street doesn’t seem to
be a problem, but off that path,
it’s a2 walk on the wild side.

There are two intersections
of primary concern. The pedes-
trian crosswalk at Laurel Street
and the Rec Center needs a pedes-

trian light. There is a roadside yel-
low caution sign, but it is rare that
vehicles stop for pedestrians.

I often walk to the Rec Cen-
ter and have to wait, then run to
cross. Young school children can
be seen waiting to cross because
no one stops.

There’s another dangerous
intersection that doesn’t even
address a pedestrian crossing at
South 4th St, Satulah Rd. and
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Every Vote Counts Rally

Community Block Party
Saturday, February 15
12-2 pm
Gazebo Park
15 E. Main St., Franklin

GTATEWIDE

FAYETTEVILLE

il
RUTHERF
ELIZL

South Street. There is no pedestri-
an crossing across 4th Street/ NC
28 in the ditrection of Brysons/
Highlands Plaza.

In the interest of pedestrian
safety, I hope you will study these
two concerns.

James Maury
Highlands
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MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC
507 Chestnut St. Highlands

SINGSiNG
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Sat.,Feb. 15 -2 and 5:30pm
Sun., Feb. 16 - 2 and 5:30pm
Mon., Feb. 17 - 2 and 5:30pm

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20  Children: $11

boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com

828-526-9047

For 2025 ad info email
highlandseditor@aol.com
or call 828-200-1371
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Beauty Specialists
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Adriana

® Hair Cuts and Color
® Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing
® Dermalogica Facials
® Obagi
322 Main St Highlands NC » 828-482-1112
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Monday - Thursday, 11am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

e HiGHI ANDS DINING ®

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Highlander Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER

| Wednesday-Saturday

5:30-9p
Open for

wnth Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

offee Bar 8a to 4p
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

| = North 4th Serees, Highlinds | infofourpostinnbighlands.com | 828- 483-7776

.. THANKS from page 1

back in May.

Murrah stepped onto and fell through a rotten area
on his deck and was pinned there up to his armpits with
his left leg deep in the hole and his right leg spread eagle
on the deck. His injuries were horrific — numerous broken
bones in the right leg and torn and separated muscles in
the right — that has required months of recovery. He is
now using just one crutch instead of two and said he is
lucky to be alive today.

“The professionalism of this trained rescue squad
saved my life. They worked as a team and knew what to
do and how to do it. Without them, I would be a gonner. I
owe you my life,” said Murrah. “Lane and I wanted to do
more than just say “thank you.”

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

state right-of-way requirements. In short, state road takeover
requirements are even more stringent than the town’s. The
crux of the matter is developers, back in the good old days,
built inadequate subdivision roads that homeowners have to
deal with now. Those 10-foot roads should have been 16- or
18-feet wide.

828-526-4035

WII_D THYME GOURMET

T A W R & M

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 6 Days
% Closed Wed.
JClosed Sun. Dinner

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:

5:30p -9p

&M Dusty’s Rhodes Superette
>>»>¥%<é

o »
Ol

CH
- CHOCOLAT

All items are offered A-la- Carte First come first
serve. We prepare you're the chef!
Cooking instructions includeds

PICKUP ON FEB. 14-15
493 Dillard Rd. Highlands,NC

828-526-2762

-

The Secret Garden

Sandwich shop and

= iip gourmet food market
L | Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. | [:30a to 5p

Sat. 12-5p

208 N. 5th St. « Village Square * Next to Pine St. Park

Offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie
and caterings prepared by a
Johnson & Wales certified chef.

Stop by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of
daily homemade soup and pasta salad.
We have indoor and outdoor courtyard
seating, and a large variety of drink options
including wine and beer.

Can’t linger?
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
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Tom ‘Teeter’ Cook Smith

It’s with heavy hearts,
we share the passing of Tom
“Teeter” Smith on February
4, 2025, in Highlands, North
Carolina.

Born on January 25, 1938,
in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
to William Ches Smith Jr. and
Carolyn Macdonald Smith,
Tom moved to Atlanta at the
age of two. He attended SM
Inman Elementary School and
later Henry Grady High School, where he
excelled in football, basketball, and golf,
earning nine varsity letters. It was during
this time he met the love of his life, Kay
Happoldt. He attended Druid Hills Baptist
church during his formative years, and this is
where he started his walk with Christ.

After graduating from Grady High
Schoolin 1955, Tom attended the University
of Georgia, where he developed a lifelong
passion for the Georgia Bulldogs. He was
an active member of the Chi Phi fraternity
and served as Vice President. He graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in business in 1959
and remained a devoted UGA football fan
after graduating from Georgia.

Tom married Kay Happoldt on
February 6,1960 at Central Presbyterian
Church in Atlanta. Their marriage spanned
62 wonderful years, and Tom often shared
this was the greatest accomplishment in his
life! Tom served in the Air Force Reserves
from 1959 to 1968 and began his career with
GMAC in Athens, Georgia. He later joined
his father-in-law at Highlands Country
Club (HCC), where he served as Head
Golf Professional and General Manager
for 12 years. During his tenure at HCC, he
co-founded the Mountain Chapter of the
Carolina Section PGA and designed HCC’s
Iconic Highlander logo still being used today.

In 1980, Tom became the Director
of Golf at Horseshoe Bend Country Club
(HSB) in Roswell, Georgia, where he worked
for 26 years until retiring in 2006. He was
instrumental in bringing the American
Junior Golf Association headquarters to
HSB and hosted numerous prestigious
tournaments. Among his many accolades,
Tom was honored as the Georgia PGA
Golf Professional of the Year in 1989, a
recognition he cherished.

Upon retirement, Tom and Kay
returned to Highlands, where they enjoyed
traveling, playing golf, and hosting friends
for dinner parties. Tom was actively involved
in First Presbyterian Church of Highlands,
Highlands Country Club and The Literacy
Council. Tom served on the golf commiittee,

finance committee and was an
elder in the church. Tom was the
man that made everyone he met
feel like his best friend. He was a
man of principle and those that
knew him loved him. He will live
on in the lives of all the people
whom he has touched.

Tom is survived by his
children, Tracey Catharine
Smith (Kent Bingham Reed)
and Kenneth Happoldt
Smith (Sheri Lingle Smith), and four
grandchildren: Knox Reed, Stockton
Reed, Peyton Smith and Kendall Smith.
A reception will be held for Mr. Smith at the
First Presbyterian Church of Highlands, NC
on Saturday February 15, 2025, from 12-1:30
PM, preceding a funeral service at 2:00 PM
with the Rev. Emily Wilmarth officiating,
A private graveside service will take place
following the service at First Presbyterian
Church. Peyton Smith, Knox Reed, Stockton
Reed, Scott Smith, Stacy Freeman, Thomas
Grafton will serve as Pallbearers. Mr. Smith’s
family is also planning a celebration of life for
Tom in the spring of 2025 in Highlands, NC.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Literacy Council in Highlands.
May his memory bring comfort to all who
knew him.

Online condolences can be left at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com Bryant-Grant
Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to
serve the Smith family.

&.‘“ne-f i

‘ -
o L e
2 | {ighlanAz)Tachiens

PLAYERS

¥

Walenline n

February 13 - 14, 2025

Doors open 6 pm
Dinner 6:30 pm
Performances 7:30 pm
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.SECRET continued from page 4

exist and all FRL assets are divided equally
between three counties ...,”

The email doesn’t mention Swain
County, but it, too, is part of the FRL.

Macon, Jackson and Swain counties
make up the FRL which includes six librar-
ies located throughout the three counties.

“Exiting the FRL must be justified as
economic reasons. Less blowback and leftist
drama. We must be ready to paint the FRL
leadership as unwilling to serve the commu-
nity and have proven they desire control and
activism over service to the public,” reads
the email.

The email further states: “Leaving the
FRL needs to be discussed extensively by
commissioners in Macon and Jackson be-
hind the scenes with a “surprise” decision
to leave when the time comes just as Yancey
voted unanimously to leave their regional
system while the regional library director
was conveniently out of town.”

Baste addressed the commissioners.

“I just want to bring to your attention
the Sunshine Laws from the North Carolina
Department of Justice,” said Baste. “The
General Assembly has declared that hear-
ings, deliberations and actions of public
bodies be conducted publicly. I know you
know this and know you don’t need remind-
ing, but I think some members of the pub-
lic need reminding that members of public
bodies may not hold gatherings or commu-
nications to evade the spirit and purpose of
the open meeting laws.”

After 60 years of being a part of the
regional library system, The Yancey County

Board of Commissioners voted to leave the
AMY Regionals Library System. The deci-
sion came after months of debating control
over the library sparked by controversary
over a “pride month” display in the library.
Likewise, the neatly two-year debate
over Macon County leaving the FRL as
well as amendments to the FRL inter-local
agreement also stemmed from a “pride
month” display. In March 2023, Commis-
sioner Danny Antoine mentioned the idea
of Macon County withdrawing from the
» See SECRET page 14

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

?

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Martin Lipscomb Theater at

Highlands Performing Arts Center

highlandscashiersplayers.com
or the PAC Box Office
(828-526-9047) for tickets.

Visit
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.ELIMINATION continued from page 1

In the 2023-2024 school 12 schools, all but Highlands, FHS
North Carolina public  and MEC are Title I schools.
Title 1 has been in place since
1965 and is the largest federal
grant program for schools in the

year,

schools received $528 million
from Title 1.
Of Macon County Schools’

Proudly Serving Highlands, North Ca_

The best meals
start here!s

US,, totaling $18.4 billion. Title 1
funds are reserved for schools with
a large population of students liv-
ing at, near, or below the poverty
line.

Title 1 funding goes toward
staffing, academic support, behav-
ioral interventions and services for
homeless students, among other
things.

“Pederal programs such as
Title I, II, III, IV, Special Educa-
tion, and CTE Perkins V provide
financial support for specific stu-
dent needs,” said Lynch.

The Trump administration
wants to eliminate Title 1 fund-
ing and replace it with no-strings-
attached grants. How that would
exactly work is not known at this
time.

What a decrease in Annual
Daily Membership would mean
for Macon County Schools

Lynch said ADM is deter-
mined by the number of students
enrolled in a school during a spe-
cific period. The state allocates

funding through position, dollar,
or category allotments based on
ADM. If ADM changes, whether
up or down, the ADM amount
changes.

“A decrease in ADM funds
would likely lead to fewer re-
sources for staffing)” said Lynch.
“In North Carolina, public school
funding is primarily linked to stu-
dent enrollment. As enrollment
declines and ADM funding de-
creases, districts may face tough
decisions about staffing levels,
possibly resulting in fewer teach-
ers and larger class sizes, especially
in grades or subject areas outside
of K-3.”

Likewise, the ADM alloca-
tion for parents who want to use
it for faith-based or private school
tuition could also decrease year to
year based on their “home” school
ADM enrollment.

Lynch said Macon County
Schools is committed to minimiz-
ing the impact on students and
keeping class sizes manageable,

-.SOCCER continued from page 1

project exceeds a certain amount,
the board will be required to issue
the project through the formal bid-
ding process.

A RFQ is a document that
solicits information from potential
contractors to prequalify them for

a project, while an RFP is a solici-
tation process for proposals from
qualified contractors.

At the end of last yeat,
School Board Member Hilary Wil-
kes met with people in Highlands
who have a vested interest in the
project and MC Commissioner
John Sheatl who represents the
Highlands district. At that meet-
ing, Shearl expressed his concern
about the water coming off of
Satulah Mountain. He said the
drainage off the mountain needed
to be addressed and then sug-
gested seeing how the field reacts
before moving forward.

At the meeting, the group
looked at the field and the drain-
age issues in addition to the year-
long study that was conducted on
the soccer field.

Prior to this meeting, the
school board decided the best op-
tion to fix the field was to remove
all the swamp muck and replace
with new soil. At that time, the
school board considered three dif-
ferent options to fix the field.

The first and most expensive
option would be to take out all the
swamp and pond muck and refill
with solid material. This option

“but the situation would become
even more challenging with re-
duced federal funding and poten-
tial shortfalls in state funding,” he
said.

Lynch said as superinten-
dent of Macon County Schools,
his top priority is ensuring that
students receive a high-quality
education, regardless of potential
changes in federal funding.

“While the future is uncet-
tain, I am dedicated to exploring
innovative solutions to meet our
students’ needs and support our
educators,” he said. “However, the
potential loss of federal funding
for vital programs like Title I, II,
IIL, IV, CTE Perkins V, special ed-
ucation, and child nutrition would
create significant challenges. If
the Department of Education is
eliminated, we must closely moni-
tor the impact on our schools and
work together as a community to
ensure our educators and students
continue to have the resources
they need to succeed.”

would be the most permanent but
would come with a hefty price tag.

The second option would be
to add another drainage system,
but this option would only be a
temporary solution. As long as
swamp and pond muck are under
the field, the drain will eventually
become plugged up and fail, con-
tinuing to cause problems on the
surface.

The third suggested option
would be to add a surface drain-
ing system. The upper 24 to 30
inches of the field would be re-
built with a drainage layer system
and a new surface. This option
would keep the surface playable
by handling whatever falls on it;
but would be temporary as the
mess underneath the field would
still cause problems.

Once it was decided by the
school board that option one was
the best solution, it started mov-
ing in that direction to fix the
soccer field. The school boatd re-
ceived an estimate of $48,000 for
the design work to remove and
replace the swampy soil under the
current field, not the actual work
to have it completed. The design

* See SOCCER page 14
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A Val Day and Presidents Day celebration!

Highlands Mercantlle on Mam

WESTMAN ATELIER

MEWE HATURAL TOAF

PINETAR

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee * Guy Gifts * Home  Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818

\ & Dit Sikk

HTGRUANDS, N C

Gourmet Kitchenware

o Greeting Cards
o Cookware
o Bakeware
o Cutlery
o Gadgets
o Tabletop
e Stemware

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.

Our
Big
Blowout
SALE
is on!
75% off
and
more!

2t Bt

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 84th season on Main Street

)

Stylish hats at affordable
prices!
Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your
Hattitude adjusted!

Open |10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

ﬁ'THE MOLLY GRACE
- o

There is something
for everyone in your
heart at
The Molly Grace

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St., Highlands

% NATURAL SELECTON

(828)421-3546
361 Main St
Highlands
(Next to Annawear)

Winter Hours:
Fri. & Sat.
11la to 5p
Sun. 12-5p

Highlands Mon.-Sat. 10a-5p + Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160
Ongoing SALES | | MIZZEN+MAIN
&

New Arrivals!

ATAWER|

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply
* Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana

o Jeans by:
& Joes * AG
« Citizens
- Hudson
1') & « Mother

Shoes by:
¢ ShuSh
* Diba
* Blowfish
* Matisse

Don’t miss our
upstairs SALE room!

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre
526-4660

338 Main St.
Highlands

526-4777
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‘Roses are Red’

Michael D. Matlock
Rector
Christ Anglican Church

I \cbruary 14 is St. Valentine’s Day. Valentine was a 3rd-

century Roman Christian martyr. There are various

stories of his life and how his ministry led to some
of the ways we celebrate Valentine’s Day today. The mod-
ern cliché Valentine’s Day poem, “Roses are Red,” can be
traced back to 1590 in Edmund Spenser’s epic The Faerie
Queene and has been placed in collections of English nurs-
ery thymes since 1784. In some counttries, this day is known
as “Lover’s Day,” “Love and Friendship Day,” and numer-
ous other names.

The first recorded Valentine’s card was written by
Chartles, Duke of Otleans, in 1415. He wrote a poem to his
wife while imprisoned in the Tower of London. Accord-
ing to one source, around one billion Valentine’s Day cards
are exchanged each year, making it the second-largest card-
sending holiday after Christmas. Besides cards, some people
might give gifts like flowers or chocolates. Unbeknownst
to most people, we send valentines decorated with flowers,
hearts, and the color red, which symbolizes the blood of
martyrdom.

But what about Valentine’s Day’s redemptive relevance
for 20257 It seems wise to me to comment on the topic of
intimacy or the lack thereof in so many relationships. I once
heard the word intimacy defined as “into me I see.” To be-
come a wise lover, one must be characterized by self-aware-
ness, emotional depth, and an enriching complexity. Lovers
often hope that sexual intercourse itself will instantly create
relationship intimacy. They fail to realize, to their great detti-
ment, that intimate bonding is indeed a process that requires
intentionality and patience.

When I marry a man and woman (Genesis 2:18-25;
Mark 10:2-12; Ephesians 5:30-33), 1 require the couple to
undergo assessment and counseling which covers these
areas: their relationship with Jesus, Christian marriage,
communication, family finances, sexual intimacy, life-long
commitment, family history, and expectations. Within a
hospitable and safe environment, engaged couples can re-
flect deeply on their own personal and family history, their
shared desire for marriage, and what life together might
look like for them. I teach that it is the loving Creator’s de-
sign that married couples carefully maintain the principles
of privacy and oneness in the physical, emotional, mental,
and spiritual aspects of their marriages because predators
are always lurking,

Perhaps this February 14th, we could ask our mates or
others we are close to, “How do you want me to love your”
If itis in the purview of the love of Jesus Christ, I urge you
to offer this as a gift to them so that they can receive your
love more fully and we can recover what God intended in
loving each other. I would not be surprised if your mate or
loved one asked for more attention, appreciation, affection,

* See SPIRITUALLY page 13

e P acEs 1o WORSHIP ®

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315 Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC + 743-2729 * Nathan Johnson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| | Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m. HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298 The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30 sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
CHAPEL OF THE SKY Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWWednesday Worship is 6:30p
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999 HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion Ist & 3rd Sundays Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
The Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC www.highlandsmethodist.org
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701 HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Holy Eucharist Tues., 9a; Thurs., |2p Prayer & Book Study Rev. Ken Langsdrof
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Pastor Brent Metcalf « 743-5470 www.cashiers.church Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am; MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
Wed. 6pm supper and teaching. 8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH Pastor Zane Talley
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Pastor Jim Kinard Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| a.m. Services: Ist Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m. Kippur.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m. MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH 743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685 Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC « Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro CATHOLIC CHURCH
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY Rev. Fr.Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
706.746.3144 « 696 Sky Valley Way #447 Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday Rev. Marty Kilby
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —| | am. & 7
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector ¢ 526-2968 Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30 290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am ST.JUDFE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor 1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
828-526-3175  fpchighlands.org Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & | | am; Coffee Hour
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m;Worship || am. following | | am Service
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6ép Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p
GOLDMINE B_APTIST CHURCH www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
(o il lEn s (ke UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am 85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS Sunday Worship - | 1 a.m.
Non-DenominationaI-ContemporaryWorship WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814 Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service: | | am
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
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e PoLicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries from
Feb. 1. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have
been used.

Feb. |

* At 3:51 p.m,, officers were called to
the scene of an aggravated assault involv-
ing a sharp object on N. 5th Street near
the Kelsey Trail.

Feb.2

* At 5 p.m,, officers responded to a
call of obtaining property by false pretens-
es through Facebook Marketplace valued
at $840.

* At 3:30 p.m,, officers were notified
of a potential scam regarding a cellphone
representative.

Feb.7

* At 4:13 p.m,, officers received a re-
port of a woman losing a wallet in a store

Seated from left are Wayne Crowe and Jimmy Lowe. Standing from left are John McCaII and Jim

Tate.

— Photo by Kim Lewicki

HF&R retirees recognized

Having missed the annual award banquet in January due to weather and power outages, retir-
ees were noted at the HF&R’s weekly meeting Tuesday night. Wayne Crowe, 91, was presented
a plaque for being the oldest living retired HF&R member. He served for 20 years.

e Porice DEPT. NEWS @

Prepare for the Feb. 26 power outage

The town will experience a planned
power outage on February 26. The outage
is planned because several problem trees
must be removed to ensure they don’t
later fall onto the transmission lines com-
ing into the town. There will be no power
within the city limits during this time.

The Highlands Police Department
wants to remind residents and visitors
that the traffic lights will also be out. NC
General Statute 20-158 (b) (0) states:

“When a traffic signal is not illumi-
nated due to a power outage or other
malfunction, vehicles shall approach the
intersection and proceed through the in-
tersection as though such intersection is

controlled by a stop sign on all approaches
to the intersection. This subdivision shall
not apply if the movement of traffic at
the intersection is being directed by a law
enforcement officer, another authorized
person, or another type of traffic control
device.”

In short, all traffic must come to a
complete stop at the intersection, and
all vehicles must take turns proceeding
through the intersection.

The Highlands Police Department
asks for your assistance during this outage
to ensure the safety of all residents and
visitors.

on Main Street.

* At 3:50 p.m., officers were called
about a lost bag containing merchandise at
a location on Main Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Feb. 4.

Feb. 4

* At 5:15 p.m., the dept. responded to
a structure fire on Brooks Road.

* At 8:23 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Hilltop Drive.

* At 5:38 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Woodland
Hill Drive.

Feb.5

* At 1:59 p.m,, the dept provided mu-

tual aid to the Cashiers Fire Dept.

Feb. 6

* At 1:26 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on N.4th Street.

Feb.7

* At 5:14 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Chestnut
Street.

Feb.8

* At 9:41 a.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Satulah Road.

* At 6:57 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Pinewood
Lane.

Feb. 10

* At 5:09 p.m., the dept. provided mu-
tual aid to the Cashiers Fire Dept.

_.ﬂ.NI}

Your Vision.

466 DILLARD ROAD

CA P BgdgRCHEWE |
Your Legacy.
HIGHLANCS

Let's Begin.

HAGANBINDER.COR

Jenne,

Sﬂ“‘“

SculpSure Body
Contouring $50 off per pad

For a complete list of our

services please visit our website. =
YREJUVEN ATE l

h\ LASER CENTER ﬂ

v

Winter may not be beach weather — BUT...
It’s never to early to work on that beach body!

‘—-. -
Call 828-349-1280 or 828-482-4430 p

to schedule a free consultation. f
4
4 e
o Laser Hair Removal
20% off

Ay

o WWW. rejuvenatelasercenter com
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings
LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Align Therapeutic, PLL.C

Mental Health Therapy and Support Services

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA
nicole@aligntherapywnc.com

www.aligntherapywnc.com

828-526-6370
Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC

Paul Corbin

Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin |63 1 @aol.com

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

- overnight & extended
stays

- dog walking
828.424.4637

CHRISTIE’S

BHTERMATHIMAL REAL ESTATE

CASHIERS

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen_kerrigan_wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Street

Highlands Automotive

Service ; NC
-3 ~_ Inspection
& LR Station

Repair

A= 828-787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road * highlandsautomeotive.com

CHENINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

* Grading
e Excavating
 Driveways
e Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured
Crane

Rentals
Available 5

MenDOZA TREE ExPERT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

COUMNSELING
CENTER

H 1 G

HLAMNDS, NC g

BG4-481-0598
INFOECOUNSELING-CENTER.ORG

' LOCATED AT THE PEGGY CROSBY CENTER

348 5. 5TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

OFFICES: 201, 203 & 210

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG 2

" WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO QUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.

360 MAIN STREET
ESTATE JEWELERS OF

HIGHLANDS
S ‘ .
3 "..f o, @?h : . "
4 . i )& i~
i—\u, '-':’;i‘g_.-._w:.t. =t -

o, & e -
Q‘.ﬁ' S ==

Lzﬁptnﬁs:un
oLk gusunv

s By
Call: 828-526-1960 _ e

5%

Text: ?'III 855- 0825
Emall -lnﬂnglllamls@gmall nnm

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com




Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell

Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

I\ \ /'

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker

Luzxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoncham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINGOUNTAIN/CASHIERS

Predator
Self Defense

Byrna Co2 Launcher
‘| Product Sales and Training

Justin Kingsland
8643734022
Predatorsd.com
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e CILASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000;
3.99 acres with southern exposure, $70,000. 828-
974-1137.(2/6)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load.
call 828-342-6806. (st. |/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer
run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for
more info. (st. | 1/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek
RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky
Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and
storage shed. $195,000. For more info call 828-421-
1709 or email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT

FURNISHED 2BD,2.5BATOWNHOUSE
IN SHELBY PLACE. Less than a mile from town.
Long Term preferred. Call Jennifer at 828-371-2582
(st.2/6)

ATTORNEY ON THIRD

Stuart D. Sloan

REAL ESTATE & ESTATE PLANNING
Licensed NC (2009) and FL (1999)

Stuart: stu@sloanvanhook.com
Genevieve (Assistant): gen@sloanvanhook.com

331 S. Third St., Highlands, NC
828-482-8088

MIRROR LAKE 2/2 COTTAGE. Newly
Renovated. six months to one year lease. Available
starting February 2025. For more information email
Scott@CottageConcierge.biz (st. 12/12)

2/2 FURNISHED RENTAL only minutes
from Cashiers crossroads. King beds, fast internet,
paved access in a quiet safe neighborhood. 8-12
month lease. $2,600 month plus electric. No pets.
828-577-0748. (st 12/5)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2
bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between High-
lands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water,
& washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy (706)982-
0444 or (828)482-4239, (st. 5/2/24)

SERVICES

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN —
Chatlos Contruction — Remodels,Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured.
828-200-4071.(2/13)

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE — Ve take any-
thing. Call 828-200-0492 (2/27)

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experi-
ence available for part-time personal care, errands,
transportation, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resident.
Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log
homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525
or 828-421-8600. (3/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

.SPIRTTUALLY continued from
page 10
quality time, tangible gifts, and/or acts of service.

Let’s close by speaking directly with God. The Lord be
with you. And with your spirit. Let us pray. Dear Jesus, teach
me how to be intimate with You so that I can learn how to
be intimate with others. Help me to receive Your uncondi-
tional love shown must fully in your death by crucifixion for
my sins. I invite You into my heart and repent of my sins.
Give me the grace to form only one spirit with You. Dear
Friend of my heart, unite this poor soul of mine to Your
singular goodness! You are entirely mine, when shall I be
all Yours? Lotd Jesus, my Beloved, be the magnet of my
heart: draw, hold fast, unite forever my spirit to Your pater-
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_ eHicHI ANDS AREA EVENTS®

WINTER POOL

SCHEDULE

Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday |0am-I|1pm
- 6 lanes.

Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-
Fri. 10-1 lam with Karen Chambers.

Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs.
| lam-3:30pm, Friday | lam-1:30pm

Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs.
3:30-7pm, Saturday |lam-6pm and
Sunday |-6pm

ALL WEEK

*  Alcoholics  Anonymous:
“Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the A.A. program of recovery.
Highlands Mountain View Group
holds open meetings in Highlands
at the First Presbyterian Church,
471 Main St.,on Monday at 5:30 PM
and Wednesday and Friday at noon.
Women'’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays.The
Cashiers Valley Group holds open
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Monday
at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday
at 9 AM. For more info, please visit
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with
a member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-

4357.

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. every
Monday - Friday 10am-Ipm indoors
for the winter (notice the days and
time has changed),

MOVIES

* Movies at the Martin Lip-
scomb Performing Arts Center at
PAC on Chestnut Street. See ad on
page 5.

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS

* Open: [0 am - | pm, Feb. 21-
22, March 7-8 and 21-22, April 4-5
and 18-19

Thurs. & Fri.,Feb. 13 & 14

* HCP presents Valentine’s Din-
ner Theare at PAC at 6 p.m. 3-course
pork loin dinner catered by Kristy
Martin begins at 6:30 p.m. Perfor-
mance begins at 7:30 p.m.The enter-
tainment portion of the evening will
consist of duo vignettes directed by
Scott Ewing. A Matter of Husbands
Yesterday Tickets are $55. Non-al-
coholic beverages are included.Wine
and cocktails will be available for
purchase. Table seating is first-come,
first-served. Tickets are available at
highlandscashiersplayers.com, or by
calling the PAC box office at 828-
526-9047.

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ® Cashiers ® Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net

Thurs., Feb. 13

* Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce members are invited to a
presentation “Setting up simple IRAs
for employees” with Todd Holder
with Edward Jones at the Commu-
nity Building. Light breakfast from
9-10:30a. R.S.VP. Jane Ford Clark at
businesservices@highlandschamber.
org or call 828-526-5841.

Sat.,Feb. 15

* Every Vote Counts Block Par-
ty & Rally. Food, Live Music, Guest
Speakers, Information for Voters. 12
- 2 pm. Gazebo Park. I5 E. Main St.
Franklin. Rain or Shine!

Fri., Feb. 21

* On Friday The Mountain will
be hosting a screening of the new
documentary  film: COMMON
GROUND. Be inspired by the possi-
bilities and potential of regenerative
agriculture.Admission is sliding scale
and youth are welcome.

Wed., Feb. 26

* The Cashiers Historical So-
ciety will host author and photog-
rapher Chris Aluka Berry at the Al-
bert Carlton-Cashiers Community
Library from 3-4p. This event is free
and open to the public, with a Q&A
and book signing to follow. For more
information, contact the Cashiers
Historical Society at (828) 743-7710

..SOCCER continued from page 8

would determine the best way to
remove all the material down to
the sand/silt beneath the muck, re-
moving it and replacing it with ag-
gregate and soils that would drain
any water on the field’s surface.

However, this was stalled after
the meeting with Sheatl.

“It is absolutely not feasible
to even consider going in there
and removing all that muck out of
that field,” Sheatl stated last year at
a commissioners’ meeting. “Har-
ris Lake runs back in there. We are
talking about going down below
the muck below the water level.
What are we going to do, dig out
Harris Lake? The problem with
that whole place is all the water
coming off of Satulah. The drain-
age ditch that has been left in there
is about two feet above the field
level so the water coming off of
Satulah hits that rock facing, jumps
the ditch and goes out onto the
field. I want no more discussions
about it until we figure that out.”

Two engineers looked at the
field, but there was no information
about their recommendation.

Despite Commissioner
Sheatl’s opinion on the subject,
since the project has been delayed,
at the "25-26 budget work session

.SECRET continued from page 7

FRL due to concerns over sexually
explicit books and material.

The FRL is governed by the
amended 2013 agreement. Last
year, after much debate and chang-
es to the original amendment, the
agreement was finally approved by
all three counties and the FRL.

Macon County was the last
to approve the 2024 agreement.
The Macon commissioners unani-
mously approved the amended
agreement at their November 12,
2024 meeting after a motion by
Commissioner Danny Antoine
who serves as the county’s library
liaison. In August 2024, Jackson
and Swain County Commissioners
also approved the revised version
of the agreement.

The new agreement says that
the FRL system can be dissolved if
two county governments agree to
leave the system.

One significant change to the
agreement is that each county’s

commissioners now have the au-
thority to appoint regional board
members.

Prior to the change the region-
al board members were selected by
each county’s library board. Local
library boards are also selected by
the county commissioners. In ad-
dition, the new agreement calls for
term limits.

The new agreement also re-
instates the public comment por-
tion of the board meetings. Each
speaker will be given no less than
three minutes during the public
comment period which will be lim-
ited to 30 minutes.

In March 2023, the FRL
ended the public comment period
due to disruptive and heated public
comments.

In its conclusion, the circu-
lated email also states: “In the in-
formation wars, the public needs
to be assured that an independent

Wilkes said to make it a priority
for the upcoming budget.

“We need to be mindful of
the timeline so we can get a line
item for the commissioners for
budget consideration,” said Wil-
kes.

BOE Chairman Jim Breed-
love suggested getting the school
board attorney involved.

“I think whete we stand now
is that we need to touch base
with John Henning [school board
attorney] and emphasize that
we need to move forward with
speed,” said Breedlove. “We need
to get a price for this and have a
figure to give to commissioners as
they move forward in the budget
cycle”

The school board will now
issue another RFQ and RFP in
one package. Wilkes requested
that she be sent the package so
she could make sure interested
parties get the information.

“We can’t do it if no one is
willing to do it, but that is not
my understanding,” said Wilkes.
“There are people out there who
are interested in doing it. I want
to make sure they get the request
and make sure it is understood
that this is the last round.”

county library will meet and ex-
ceed the quality of the current
FRL system.”

Since it was formed in 1944
by the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity, the FRL has combined re-
sources to offer library services
to citizens in Macon, Jackson,
and Swain Counties. Today’s lo-
cal libraries initially began with
the TVAs regional bookmobile
that visited the remote areas of
all three counties.

Combining resources for all
three county’s libraries is an eco-
nomical way to provide a wider
range of library services to its
patrons. In addition to books, the
libraries offer such services as ac-
cess to computers, free resources
and children’s programs.

The commissioners didn’t
move on the subject but took the
public’s comments under consid-
eration.
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SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

" | —

Ll

Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

hlandermountainhouse.com

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

‘<t LUXURY COLLECTION"

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Fayeranksinthe TOP 2% andis a
Luxury Collection Specialist.

FAYE WURM

828.200.1345
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands E"-' :
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

i

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 3

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

CHERT

HUT 57

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

L& iREL 5

Darlene Conley | [sv
Mountain Luxury ,
Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU'RE ,
HOME! )

Dedicated to finding the home you ve
always wanted.
Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

iy =

Reebes

Hardware

Howi g =

§YHighlands Sotheby’s

‘ INTERMATIONAL REALTY
: 114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Slheryl Wiln

Luxury Listings
/V'._c-wxfmm. Qf

John Sheehan
(404) 790-9716

Far from the
maddening crowd.

Only 15 minutes to
Highlands, this
custom built
family legacy home
has “forever” views,
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
office, 2 living rooms,
wet bar.

Offered for
$1,600,000

2514 Buck Knob Road
Scaly Mountain

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands

~
(.

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

CHRISTIE’S

INTERMNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS




allen

Realtors*

Our clients

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF

EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

ratcus5outof 5 Ak AA A (=

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST aveicss eest

& 2ue Allen | |IP

REALTY GROUP

56 LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

Cell: 864-293-1330 (6

Office: 828-526-4663 DAVID E. JONES

LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

JULIE OSBORN
& PAT ALLEN

davidjones@landmarkrg.com

BEROKER

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

EEEEEEEEEE
7 COMPANIES.
°r THE WORLD®

AV I1D

= D
LY BOCK

b ¢

www.BockBuilders.

Jody Lovell

J #1 Broker

¥ Whether you're buying or selling, she

.*. brings unparalleled market expertise,
top-tier negotiation skills and a

ﬁ commitment to delivering exceptional

. results. Your dream home or top-dollar

" sale is just one call away-you deserve

. the best! With over $1 Billion in sales.

i~ you can be the next beneficiary of this

§ | track record.

Call her personally at 828.226.6303.

IN NORTH CAROLINA

| $1 Billion +

. TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME

VVhV call Jody? If you want an
award-winning
& % Ranked the #| Broker in North Carolina
" for over a decade—and for good reason! real estate

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

HATHAWAY | REALTY

HOMESERVICES

experiece, choose
an award-winning
agent. /

BUILDERS

com 828-526-2240

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

the investments
that matter
most

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

A SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT

Top 100 MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

WORLDWIDE

0 S
Highlands Sotheby’s
& - = L 3 .t *Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network

of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

@ ...on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
>~on Lake Sequoyah

828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining

Closed until
Spring

www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY’S

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street @




