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By Fletcher Wolfe 
Founder of  the Atlanta Boy Choir

It was a great privilege for me, 
and the Atlanta Boy Choir to be 
invited by President Carter to par-
ticipate in several of  his important 
occasions. 

Also, I was most honored to 
have President Carter’s Aunt Sissy, 
Mrs. Emily Dolvin, accompany 
us on many of  our concert tours 
around the world. 

I first met Emily when I came 
to Roswell, GA where she lived in 
one of  the great historic homes. It 
was in Roswell that I was selected 
to be named Music Director of  
the famous historic Roswell Pres-
byterian Church. 

The Church had served dur-
ing the Civil War as General Sher-
man’s hospital. But now, more 
about my appearances with the 
Boy Choir for President Carter. 

Actually, the appearances be-
gan when President Carter was the 
Governor in Georgia. Not only 
did he choose the choir to per-
form at the Governor’s Mansion 
he insisted on being the one to 

Remembering
President Jimmy Carter

present the outstanding awards to 
the members of  the choir. 

Jimmy Carter was one of  the 
most kind and generous people 
that our Heavenly Father chose to 
bless us all with. 

During President Carter’s 
whole life, it was his task and de-
sire to help others. We have never 
had any President who was more 
dedicated to doing good. 

It was at his personal invita-
tion that I and my choir was in-
vited to sing for the Inauguration 
of  President of  the United States. 
We also appeared at the Lincoln 
Memorial, and later in the Capitol 
Rotunda for the Holocaust Me-
morial Service. He also asked us 
to perform at the White House on 
several different occasions. 

In the 60 years that I directed 
the Boys Choir, which I founded 
in 1956, we have been all over 
the world performing for many 
Heads of  State, and other impor-
tant people. No one has ever been 
more kind or generous to us than 
President Carter and his Aunt, 

Highlands first 2025 snow storm 
Jan. 10-11 highlights concerns 

HF&R Chief Ryan Gearhart and Asst. Chief Robbie Forrester with the 2024 
Fireman of the Year, Travis Brooks at Saturday night’s annual awards cer-
emony.

Annual awards ceremony 
announces FofY and more

This past year has been the 
busiest year on record for High-
lands Fire & Rescue.

At Saturday night’s Annual 
Awards Banquet held at OEI’s 
Spring House, Fire Chief  Ryan 

Gearhart ticked off  the depart-
ment’s accomplishments and con-
gratulated the dedicated paid and 
volunteer officers who make it 
their job to come when called.

By Kim Lewicki
The National Weather Ser-

vice warned that a monumental 
winter storm was set to hit West-

ern NC and the Eastern seaboard 
Friday and Saturday and was likely 
to dump upward of  10 inches of  
snow coupled with frigid tempera-

tures and wind.
To err on the side of  caution, 

the Town of  Highlands and the 

Highlands 
takes down 

Swain in 
overtime

Lady Highlanders beat 
Swain 43-32

By Brian O’Shea 
Plateau Daily News

Highlands boys varsity bas-
ketball team took on Swain last 
week and won an exciting game in 
overtime 67-59.

The fight to take it to over-
time came down to the final sec-
onds. Highlands was down by 3 
points with under 2 seconds on 
the clock. Highlands needed to in-
bound the ball and get a shot off  
in time. It was the third attempt 
to inbound the ball, and everyone 
in the gym knew it was going to 
Highlands shooter Bryan Jarquin. 

“Before the shot, I was main-
ly focused on staying calm,” Jar-
quin. “We had already tried to get 
the ball in two other times, so they 
knew it was going to me.”
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•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

•Weather•

•SnapShot• 

Do you have a heartfelt, 
funny, interesting, or 
beautiful photo you would 
like to share in our new 
“ShapShot” section? 
Email it to highlandsedi-
tor@aol.com or text it to 
828-200-1371, with a 
brief  description and a 
name. No anoonymous 
photos will be accepted.

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials
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A river 
runs 
through it

Photo by Robert Sutton

Thursday is Highlands 
Town Board of  Commis-
sioners’ January meeting. 

A board workshop will be-
gin at 6 p.m., followed by the 
business meeting at 7 p.m. Both 
meetings are at the Highlands 
Community Building, next to the 
ball field. The meeting can be ac-
cessed remotely through a link 
on the town website.

Two items will be discussed 
at the workshop session. Com-
missioner Patterson has request-
ed a review of  current town and county 
ordinances concerning septic systems, 
especially the requirement for new septic 
systems to have a repair area. Another item 
will deal with town policies concerning the 
use of  the park and other recreation fa-
cilities. At the last meeting, a question was 
raised as to whether the town had written 
park use policies. There are written poli-
cies that were developed when Founders 
Park first opened. The board and staff  will 
discuss these policies to determine if  there 
should be changes or additions to these 

existing policies. It is good we are 
going through this process since 
the original policies are now a de-
cade old.

The 7 p.m. board meeting will 
review the chamber of  commerce 
lease that the board requested the 
town attorney change after the 
December meeting. If  approved, 
the lease will then be sent to the 
chamber for their signature.

On the agenda will be a re-
quest for conditional zoning for 
several residential homes on the 

corner of  Maple and Oak Streets. This re-
quest has been reviewed and approved by 
the zoning board of  adjustment and the 
planning board. The decision for tonight 
will be for the town board to call for a public 
hearing concerning the zoning change at the 
February meeting. After the public hearing, 
the board will vote on the matter.

Let me address the power outage that 
occurred on Saturday morning in the midst 
of  the snowstorm. The problem was that the 
Duke transmission line that fed power to the 
town went down. A transmission pole fell in 
the high winds early Saturday morning. Duke 
had to bring specially trained linemen from 
outside the area to work ona major transmis-
sion line.

After the loss of  power during Helene, 
both Duke and Highlands knew there were 
potential problems on this critical line that 
runs down Hicks Road. In fact, some up-
grades had just been completed, but more 
work was needed. A contractor that can 
work on or near energized transmission lines 
was being sought. Unfortunately, this outage 
occurred before critical work could be com-
pleted.

Also, Duke Energy and Highlands are 
working together to bring another transmis-
sion line into Highlands from US 64 near 
Highlands Falls Country Club. We are pro-
gressing well and expect the line to be active 
by the summer. In addition, our consulting 
electrical engineers are developing more 
transmission feeds that will help the town 
manage and distribute the load in circum-
stances like the one experienced this past 
weekend. The problem is that developing 
such a system will take several years to imple-
ment. The town board has already made the 
financial commitment to do so.

Updating policies and more tonight
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1077 Hicks Road A
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,250,000 | MLS #106256 

Kelly Ramsay | 828.556.1252

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings

1124 Billy Cabin Road
Highlands, NC 28741 | $3,300,000 | MLS #105978 

Rick Harrison & Steve Sheppard | 404.906.5113

A HOWARD HANNA PARTNER
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

POST AND BEAM... WORK OF ART
4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Private gate, 4.56 Acres

Lake, walking trails, pet friendly
MLS # 106188 Offered for $2,395,000

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty

•InveStIng at 4,118 Ft• 

...STORM continued from page 1

Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals The best meals 
start here!start here!

Winter hours: 
Open daily 7:30a to 6:30p

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

Lauren Dahl
828-279-4700

lauren@landmarkrg.com

The 3rd-broker theory: Why overpricing your plateau home can cost you big

Have you ever heard of  the “third-
broker theory” in real estate? It’s 
a cautionary tale that illustrates 

the costly consequences of  overpricing a 
home. Here’s how it goes:

The first broker, eager to secure the 
listing, agrees to an inflated price without 
fully explaining the risks. The second bro-

ker enters the picture, critiquing the initial 
effort and perhaps enhancing the marketing 
and photos—but still avoids addressing the 
elephant in the room: the price. Finally, the 
third broker steps in, convinces the seller to 
make a meaningful price reduction, and suc-
cessfully closes the deal.

This sequence highlights an undeni-

able truth: pricing your home 
correctly from the outset is 
essential to achieving a suc-
cessful sale.

On the Highlands-
Cashiers Plateau, getting 
the price right is even more 
critical. Our market is often 
driven by second-home buy-
ers—discerning individuals 
who are under no pressure to 
make quick decisions. They 
can take their time to evaluate 
options and will quickly move 
on from an overpriced prop-
erty. Conversely, a well-priced 
home immediately grabs the 
attention of  serious buyers, 
generating interest and even 
sparking competitive offers.

Overpricing doesn’t just delay the sale; 
it can harm your market position. A prop-
erty lingering on the market for too long 
raises red flags for potential buyers. On the 
Plateau, where home values are higher, and 
the average time on market is around 120 
days, anything beyond this benchmark can 
stigmatize the property. Instead of  asking, 
“What should we offer?” buyers may won-
der, “What’s wrong with it?”

The consequences of  overpricing don’t 
end there. When a home finally goes under 
contract after months on the market, the 
seller’s negotiating power is often dimin-
ished. Inspections might uncover issues, 
and buyers may feel emboldened to demand 
steep concessions or walk away altogether, 
knowing the property has struggled to sell. 
Relisting at a lower price can exacerbate the 
problem, leaving sellers to answer difficult 
questions about why the initial deal fell 
through.

Consider these statistics from reports 
by Zillow and the National Association of  

REALTORS®:
• Overpriced homes 

often take 30-50% longer to 
sell, leaving owners to bear 
the financial burden of  car-
rying costs like mortgages, 
taxes, insurance, and main-
tenance.

• Nearly 46% of  homes 
require at least one price re-
duction before selling.

• Overpriced homes 
see 50% less interest from 
buyers during the critical 
first two weeks of  listing.

• Ultimately, over-
priced homes often sell for 
up to 15% less than their 
original asking price – and 

even 10% less than their final reduced list-
ing price.

So, how can you, as a Plateau home-
owner, avoid this costly path? Start by part-
nering with an experienced and honest real 
estate broker. A skilled broker will conduct 
a thorough market analysis, provide realis-
tic pricing guidance, and set expectations 
from day one. They’ll also be willing to 
consult with other professionals if  needed 
to ensure your pricing strategy is rock solid.

Pricing your home correctly from 
the start is one of  the most important 
steps to ensure a successful sale. With the 
guidance—and trust—of  a knowledge-
able Plateau broker, you can position your 
property to attract serious buyers, avoid the 
pitfalls of  overpricing, and achieve the best 
possible outcome.

• Lauren Dahl is a Broker and Project 
Manager at Landmark Realty Group and a 
North Carolina real estate continuing education 
provider. She can be reached at 828-279-4700 or 
via email at lauren@landmarkrg.com.

Highlands Police Department asked people 
to not come to Highlands and for everyone 
to stay home and off  the roads.

In preparation, schools in Highlands, 
Franklin and even Rabun Gap were closed 
and with icy temperatures and icy secondary 
roads and driveways perilous, remote days 
and two-hour delays were called for Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday.

“Until you can drive in the sun, don’t 
try to drive in the snow,” posted one officer 
prior to the storm.

As it turned out only about five inches 
of  snow fell over Friday, Jan. 10 and Satur-
day, Jan. 11, but with frigid temperatures 

and icy conditions that was enough to 
make driving perilous. 

Luckily, NC DOT cleared the main 
roads, spreading chat and salt, so they were 
relatively safe. 

Excited to have a decent snowfall, 
people walked town as snow fell on Friday 
and hit Monkey Hill through the weekend 
to enjoy winter weather fun – even driving 
down to Scaly Mountain for snow tubing.

Unfortunately, due to wind and ice, 
power went out in Highlands and parts of  
Highlands Township both of  which are 
serviced by Duke Power around 7:15 Sat-
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Highlands 1st winter storm - Jan 10-11

Photos by Kim,  Jim and  Rachel Lewicki 
and Natasha Kittrell
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Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - 9p 208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie pre-
pared by a Johnson & Wales certified chef. Stop 
by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of home-

made soup and a daily pasta salad. We have in-
door and outdoor courtyard seating, and a large 
variety of drink options including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden

Open 6 Days 
Closed Wed.

Closed Sun. Dinner

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Open
8am to 4pm daily

...HIGHLANDS continued from page 1
On the third attempt, Highlands got 

the ball into Jarquin’s hands and he drained 
a 3-pointer at the buzzer.

“Making the shot felt unreal,” said Jar-
quin. “I felt like my idol LeBron [James] 
when I made it.”

Highlands Coach Kaitlin Bishop said 
those are the moments you live for as a 
coach.

“I will be honest, some of  it is just a 
blur, in the heat of  that moment the adrena-
line is through the roof,” said Bishop. “Our 
first goal was getting the ball in and then 
getting a shot off  all with 1.9 seconds on 
the clock. Once you get the shot off, it’s a 
50/50 chance. There are no words for the 
excitement and how proud I was of  the 
boys for fighting till that last buzzer. As a 
coach, these are moments you live for!”

Highlands trailed Swain the entire game 
until Jarquin tied it at the end of  regulation 
play.

“We started out really slow offensively,” 
said Bishop. “I stressed to the boys to keep 
taking the good shots we were getting but 
take them with confidence. We were down 
25-7 at one point in the first half  if  I remem-
ber correctly and were able to cut it to 11 
going into half  time. I told the boys at half  
time our goal was to cut that lead in half  by 
the 4th quarter and we would have a chance. 
We cut the lead to 6 going into the 4th quar-
ter and were able to tie it at the end and fin-
ish it off  in OT.”

Highlands Paolo McRae scored 19 
points and had 13 rebounds, Kasen Mitchell 
scored 15 points and had 12 rebounds, Bry-
an Jarquin scored 13 points, and Isaiah Vilar-

do scored 14 points and had 7 rebounds.
“We had a couple other players add in 

some points throughout as well,” she said. 
“I have said from the beginning of  the sea-
son for us to be successful we have to have 
more than one or two guys scoring each 
game. When we get everyone involved of-
fensively, that’s when our team is most suc-
cessful.”

“Our defense played their tails of  the 
whole game, in my opinion our defense and 
rebounding is what kept us in the game,” 
said Bishop. “We forced some big turnovers 
in the 4th and were able to score off  them, 
which was huge for us in the end. Once we 
hit that big shot at the end to send the game 
to OT the momentum really shifted our 
way. I saw the confidence in our boys that I 
haven’t seen all year and I had a good feeling 
we were going to win this one in OT. Came 
out and scored 6 quick points in OT and 
really just took over. Ended up outscoring 

them 13-5 in OT. We had some transition 
points off  of  turnovers, were patient offen-
sively and got some great looks we finished 
on and hit some big free throws at the end 
to seal the deal.”

Highlands Bryan Jarquin drains a long jumpshot 
against Swain last week. With less than 2 sec-
onds left of regular play, Jarquin scored a criti-
cal 3-pointer sending the game into overtime.
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...AWARDS continued from page 1

Highlands Fire & Rescue officers from left: Asst. Chief Robbie Forrester, Chief Ryan Gearhart, 
Capt. Roger Lee Wilson, 1st. Lt. David Leffler and Rescue Capt. Eric Pierson. Not pictured: 2nd 
Lt. Hunter Leffler and Member @ Large Eric Fielding.

Noted for years of service from left: Chief Ryan Gearhart with 25 years; Jeff Burnette with five years; first-female officer Lea Ferrin 
with 10 years; Travis Ramey with 20 years; Roger Lee Wilson noted for Perfect Drill Attendance and 35 years; Buddy Milller for 21 
years; and Asst. Chief Robbie Forrester with 30 years of service. Not pictured: Hunter Leffler, 15 years and Paul Corbin, 10 years.

From left: Chief Gearhart and Asst. Chief Forrester with Roger 
Lee Wilson who once again ... more than 30 times ... has been 
recognized for Perfect Drill Attendance. Drills are called every 
Tuesday evening.

From left: Chief Gearhart, Buddy Miller and wife Melanie and Asst. Chief Robbie Forrester. At 
Saturday night’s award ceremony, Miller’s retirement after 21 years was announced.

The department moved into the new 
station at Main and Oak streets January of  
2024 – the place the paid, full-time fire-
fighters call home when working one of  
three shifts.

Though the number of  calls the de-
partment responds to typically goes up 
each year, the job of  protecting and serving 
Highlands’ citizens and property increased 
even more this past year.

In 2024 the department clocked 869 
calls, 392 of  which were first-responder 
calls, totaling 2,618 manhours.

In 2023 there were 683 calls totaling 
1,477 manhours.

During Saturday’s ceremony, Chief  
Gearhart recognized the officers for 2025-
’26, the significant others who support 
the department’s calling; welcomed new 

members Tony Rice and Eli Kennedy and 
congratulated Jacob and Clay Lambert for 
completing EMT Basic Training.

Once again – for the 30th-plus time, 
Captain Roger Lee Wilson was awarded the 
Drill Perfect Attendance award. Drills are 
held each Tuesday evening.

Several officers were awarded pins and 
certificates marking the number of  years 
they have been with the department – from 
five years to 30 years.

One of  HF&R’s full-time firefighters, 
Lt. Travis Brooks, was named Fireman of  
the Year by his co-workers.

Gearhart recognized retired firefighter 
Wayne Crowe who at 91 years old is the old-
est living retired firefighter in Highlands.

Gearhart also announced that Buddy 
Miller, who has served for 21 years, retired.

urday morning. About 15 hours later, it was 
back … for some 9:30p and others closer to 
11p and beyond.

According to Duke, transmission lines 
and poles were down between Highlands 
and Glenville as well as on Hicks Road in 
Highlands.

“Duke Power has lost a transmission 
line feeding Highlands due to a broken util-
ity pole,” said Mayor Pat Taylor around 9:30a 
Saturday. “The specialized transmission 
crews are on the way and will work all day 
to make the repair with restoration expected 
sometime tonight.”

As usual, town crews were on the job 
working through the weather day and night 
to restore power, but they were at Duke’s 
mercy.

According to the mayor, after the loss 
of  power during Helene, and even dur-
ing the December 2022 polar bomb, both 
Duke and Highlands knew there were po-
tential problems on this critical line that 
runs down Hicks Road and others. Some 
upgrades have been completed, but more 
work is needed, and this outage occurred 
before critical work could be completed.

Also, Duke Energy and Highlands are 
working together to bring another transmis-
sion line into Highlands from US 64 near 
Highlands Falls Country Club. 

“We are progressing well and expect 
the line to be active by the summer. In ad-
dition, our consulting electrical engineers 
are developing more transmission feeds 

...STORM continued from page 4

• See STORM page 11
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Danielle Adriana
Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC • 828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials

Monday 
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NOW OPEN!

Happy Healthy 2025 

"' ��/°' & The Exchange 
V � for Men Wishing You A Happy Holiday Season! 

January Hours: 10:00-4:00. Closed Sunday 
CLOSED FEBRUARY, MARCH and APRIL 

2060 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC, 
2 miles South of Main Street I (828) 526-5029 

Kathy Manos Penn

•Ink penn•
My Favorite Books of 2024

Once again, I’m emulating 
Barnes & Noble, Ama-
zon, and a host of  others 

by providing a list of  my favor-
ite books of  the year. And once 
again, these are the favorite books 
I “read,” not necessarily those 
published in 2024. They’re in no 
particular order except for the two 
at the top of  the list. They are very 
different books, but both stayed 
with me for days after I finished 
them. 

The Seven Year Slip 
by Ashley Poston

This book was not only 
named a New York Public Li-
brary Best Book of  2023, but also 
a most anticipated book by “En-
tertainment Weekly,” “Harper’s 
Bazaar,” and “Real Simple” maga-
zines. Could it possibly be that 
good? Trust me. It is. 

It’s a story of  grief, of  love, 
of  loss, and friendship. Clemen-
tine is dealing with the death of  
her beloved aunt, the charming 
adventurer who took her on trips 
to faraway lands and enriched her 
life in so many ways.

It’s also a romance with a bit 
of  fantasy thrown in. It’s whimsi-
cal yet serious and portrays Clem-
entine’s grief  in a way that makes 
you feel it.

The Bright Sword 
by Lev Grossman

I am a huge King Arthur fan 
and when I saw a review of  this 
book, I had to get it. Warning: 
This is not your typical King Ar-
thur story. It is set wholly in Ar-
thur’s time but has a modern tone. 

If  profanity bothers you, 
you’ll want to avoid this book. If  
the conflict between the pagan 
world and Christianity will upset 
you, this is not the book for you. 
Those fairies don’t mince their 
words. 

This description from a 
Forbes review captures what 
you’ll encounter in this tale featur-
ing lesser knights of  the Round 
Table. It “… broaches issues that 
are decidedly more contemporary: 
abandonment and abuse, sexual 

and gender identity, even immigra-
tion, all in ways that feel natural 
and organic rather than preachy or 
pedantic.” And the humor in it is 
also delightful.

Locked in Pursuit 
by Ashley Weaver

Set in England during World 
War II, this mystery has a strong 
female protagonist. Ellie is a safe-
cracker, roped into working for 
Major Ramsey to thwart the Nazis 
at every turn. Of  course, both she 
and the major are good looking 
and single, but their backgrounds 
couldn’t be more different. He’s a 
nobleman. She’s carrying on the 
family tradition of  thievery. 

In this fourth installment, 
they discover an odd rash of  bur-
glaries in London, and soon figure 
out that the crimes have their ori-
gin in Lisbon. Spies are in search 
of  something more important 
than jewels. 

If  the description appeals to 
you, I suggest you start with the 
first in the Electra McDonnell se-
ries, “A Peculiar Combination.”

The Busy Body 
by Kemper Donovan

What fun! Two smart wom-
en on the trail of  a killer. One a 
ghostwriter who pens memoirs 
and autobiographies for celebrities 
and politicians, the other a losing 
candidate in a recent presidential 
election. One who is accustomed 
to being front and center, the oth-
er a woman who makes a living be-
ing invisible. 

You’re bound to note the 
similarities to Hilary Clinton in 
former Senator Dorothy Gibson, 

who has sequestered herself  
in her Maine home to lick her 
wounds. The major difference? 
As far as we know, Hilary Clinton 
never solved a murder mystery.

Everyone on This Train is 
a Suspect 

by Benjamin Stevenson
I don’t know how I missed 

this author’s first book with Er-
nest Cunningham as the main 
character, but I did. Now, I feel 
compelled to find “Everyone in 
My Family Has Killed Someone.”

I was especially intrigued 
with the plot because it’s written 
in first person, and Ernest or Ern 
or Ernie is a writer. He is living 
the murder mystery. The Ghan, 
a train through the Australian 
desert, is hosting the Australian 
Mystery Writers’ Society, and Ern 
is invited as a guest speaker. Af-
ter all, he wrote the wildly popu-
lar “Everyone in My Family Has 
Killed Someone.” (Yes, this is re-
ally a published book.)

Naturally, a murder on a 
train smacks of  Agatha Christie’s 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” 
and for my money, it’s every bit as 
complex and twisty as that Gold-
en Age mystery. The difference is 
that it’s also quite funny.

There you have it, five books 
I thoroughly enjoyed and highly 
recommend. Did I read many, 
many more in 2024? Of  course. I 
average two-three books a week. 
Did I occasionally start a book I 
couldn’t finish? Yes. That seems 
to happen more frequently these 
days. In the words of  Frank 
Zappa, “So many books, so little 
time.” 

Happy reading!

• Award-winning author Kathy 
Manos Penn is a Georgia resident. 
Find her cozy mysteries at Franklin 
Office Supply & Gifts, and on Ama-
zon. Contact her at inkpenn119@
gmail.com, and follow her on Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/. 
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With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Breakfast
8-10:30a

Lunch
11a to 3p

Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
Open Tues. - Sat. for Breakfast & Lunch

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

Thurs., Jan. 16 – 2 and 5:30p
Fri., Jan. 17 – 2 and 5:30p
Sun., Jan. 19 – 2 and 5:30p

Tickets:
Adults: $13.20 • Children: $11

boxoffice@
highlandsperformingarts.com 

828-526-9047

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

•obItuarIeS•
Sarah Anne Tervin 

(Trudel) Knight died at 
home after a brief  illness in 
the early morning hours of  
Wednesday, December 18th. 
She was born August 8, 1940 
in Chipley, Florida to Frank-
lin Tervin and Sarah White-
head Tervin. After attending 
elementary school in Jack-
sonville, Florida, she moved 
to Tampa, Florida where 
she completed Jr. High and 
Senior High. She graduated from Florida 
State University in 1960, majoring in Home 
Economics. She was a member and Trea-
surer of  the Phi Mu Sorority.

After returning to Jacksonville she 
taught Home Economics in high school 
at Terry Parker High School and married 
Barry Turdel in 1963.

Sarah taught in Columbia, SC, then 
moved to Atlanta for a short time before 
returning to Jacksonville where her son 
Lance was born. She coordinated the Se-
nior Adult Education Program at Florida 
Community College for several years until 
she became the Director of  Senior Adult 

Sarah Anne Tervin (Trudel) Knight
Centers for the City of  Jack-
sonville, where she remained 
for 20 years.

She and Ken Knight 
were introduced to each other 
while participating in a 5K 
run on Memorial Day in 1992 
and she set a goal for herself  
of  running a Marathon (26.2 
miles) which she did in Wash-
ington D C at the Marine 
Corps Marathon. Sarah and 
Ken married in 1994, follow-

ing Ken’s retirement ceremony from 30+ 
years in the Navy. Even after his retirement, 
Sarah enjoyed being a navy wife.

After she retired from the City of  
Jacksonville Sarah and Ken moved to High-
lands, NC in 2004 where they lived in the 
family cottage at the corner of  Dillard and 
Arnold Road while building their dream 
home on Turtle Pond Road. The home was 
built on family-owned land that was pur-
chased by her Aunt Molly in the early 30’s. 
Sarah and Ken collaborated on the design, 
and both participated in much of  the con-
struction. Ken was the contractor.

Over the years, “Galax” has been the 

site of  many wonderful gatherings for their 
family and friends, where Sarah truly made 
anyone who visited feel at home. Sarah was 
known as a kind and generous person who 
made friends with everyone she met. After 
retirement, her other passion was her flow-
ers. She considered anything outside her 
front door to be her garden.

Sarah was a faithful and beloved mem-
ber of  Highlands United Methodist Church. 
A devoted person of  faith, Sarah’s Christian 
witness was illuminated by her delightful 
personality and her warm and sweet smile. 
She was a true blessing to her church family.

She was preceded in death by her 
brother (Franklin Tervin). She is survived 
by her husband (Ken Knight), son (Lance 
Trudel), sister (Rebecca Browers) and 

brother in law (Howard Browers), stepson 
Greg and his wife Susan O’Brian, and Sar-
ah’s grandchildren - Jakob, Gavin, Lilly and 
(Susan’s son) Inti.

A celebration of  life will be held later 
date to be announced. In lieu of  flowers, 
donations may be made to Highlands Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and 
Crematory is honored to serve the Knight 
family.

Charles Joseph Callo-
way Sr, 82, of  Ocala, Florida 
went home to be with our 
Lord and Savior on Decem-
ber 8, 2024. He was born in 
Highlands, NC on March 
30, 1942, to the late Claude 
Lewis Calloway and Kansas 
Marie Dalton Calloway. He 
grew up in both Highlands 
and Franklin, NC. In addi-
tion to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his 
brothers Claude Calloway 
Jr, Scott Calloway, W.C. Cal-
loway, Ronnie Calloway and sisters Victoria 
Thompson and Doris Underwood.

He was a United States Navy Veteran 
who proudly served his country working in 
aviation and stationed in Pensacola at Sau-
fley Field and aboard the USS Lexington as 
a 3rd Class Petty Officer. After serving his 
country and being honorably discharged he 
moved to Ocala, FL. There he began Cal-
loway Signs an outdoor advertising com-

pany which he owned for 36 
years. 

He loved playing music 
with his brothers and playing 
golf  as he had done since he 
was a young boy. Joe could 
tell a story like no other, es-
pecially when it involved his 
brother W.C. -- he always 
said he should have written 
a book about him. He loved 
the Lord and as he was leav-
ing this world, he was recit-
ing the Lord’s Prayer letting 
us know it was going to be 

OK.
He is survived by his loving wife of  

63 years, Linda Potts Calloway; their son 
Charles J. (Joey) Calloway Jr (Karen); their 
grandchildren Alicia Calloway and Jon 
Calloway; and his brothers C.L. Calloway 
(Melba) and Donnie Calloway (Elizabeth 
“Bitsy”).    

A private service will be held at a later 
date at a military cemetery in Florida.

Charles Joseph Calloway Sr
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SpIrItually SpeakIng 

Ken Langsdorf 
Lutheran Church of the Holy Family

 • placeS to WorShIp •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a 
Holy Eucharist Tues., 9a; Thurs., 12p Prayer & Book Study
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470 www.cashiers.church
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.; 

Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & 11 am; Coffee Hour 

following 11 am Service
Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p

www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Living with 
Christmas in 
our hearts

After the celebration of  Christmas, we quickly go back 
to our regular routines and feel the pressures of  life 
still weighing us down. There are times when life is 

tough, and we are filled with conflicts and concerns. When 
the troubles of  the world weigh heavily on us, we, like Isaiah, 
might cry out in prayer, O that you would tear open the heav-
ens and come down. (Isaiah 64:1)

At Christmas we celebrate that God has heard our 
prayers. God has come to us. God is with us (the meaning of  
Emmanuel). Jesus came to this world to experience all of  life 
as we do, but to also be the presence of  God with us through 
it all. Wherever Jesus went, he sought out people who were 
hurting, vulnerable, left out and discouraged. To these des-
perate people Jesus brought compassion, healing, and hope. 
Through love in action Jesus showed people that God cares 
and is at work to bring us goodness and rescue.

As we study the life and ministry of  Jesus, we see the 
heart of  God meeting real people in their real-life situation 
and bringing them grace and peace. In Jesus we are assured 
that God cares about us. In Jesus we receive a Light that shines 
in our darkness. In Jesus we have a Good Shepherd. And 
through the death and resurrection of  Jesus we are brought 
into God’s salvation – God’s eternal rescue. The message of  
Jesus is that there is nothing that can or will separate us from 
God’s love for us.

The celebration of  Christmas Day was almost a month 
ago, yet the message of  Christmas still sustains our spirits and 
lifts our hope.

When the message of  God’s steadfast, merciful, and 
eternal love for us takes hold of  our hearts, we receive a 
peace that helps us to endure all things, and a hope that even 
inspires joy. We are not alone in our struggles and suffering. 
God is with us and meets us with grace.

Even though the celebration of  Christmas is long over, 
the message of  Christmas inspires us, encourages us, and 
comforts us each day. Our spirits are lifted as we receive the 
message of  Christmas. We can live in this real world with all 
its worries, troubles, and suffering with a peace that helps us 
continue on with hope.

As the light of  Christ fills our lives, we shine with his 
light and live with his love flowing through us. From us other 
people experience the presence of  God. We are people who 
express mercy, compassion, kindness, and generosity. With 
the message of  Christmas lifting our spirits, we join with God 
in putting His love into action.

There is a lot of  darkness in the world. Many people 
are suffering. We have the opportunity and the calling to be 
people who shine with the light of  Christ and share the love 
of  God. With the angels we can bring to others “good news 
of  great joy” that God has come to us. God is with us. And 
nothing will remove us from God’s steadfast and eternal love 
for us.
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•polIce & FIre reportS•

Winter may not be beach weather - BUT ••• 
It's never to early to work on that beach body! 

Call 828-349-1280 or 828-482-4430 
to schedule a free consultation. 

SculpSure Body 
Contouring $50 off per pad 

For a complete list of our 
services please visit our website. 

Laser Hair Removal 
20%off 

. .
www.rejy_venatelasercenter.corn 

Highlands Police entries from Dec. 
24. Only the names of persons arrest-
ed, issued a summons/citation, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

Jan. 11
• At 6:30 a.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident at the Park on Main park-
ing lot.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Jan. 6.

Jan. 6
• At 4:39 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on Main Street.

• At 1:59 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
call of a chimney fire at a residence on Harris 
Drive.

• At 4:50 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
tree and power line down at a location on Wil-
son Road.

Jan. 7
• At 1:32 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on Church Street.
• At 2:43 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Billy Cabin Road.
• At 4:32 p.m. , the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Maplewood Lane.
Jan. 9
• At 4:05 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Whiteside Mtn. 
Road.

• At 5:41 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Hilltop Drive.

• At 6:22 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
fire alarm at a location on Clubhouse Trail.

Jan. 10
• At 5:36 the dept. responded to a motor 

vehicle accident on NC 106 (Dillard Road).
Jan. 11
• At 7:16 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on Clubhouse Trail.’
• At 8:38 a.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on Panther Mtn., Rd.
• At 10:38 a.m.,. the dept. responded to a 

...REMEMBERING continued from page 1

Sissy Dolvin. 
It is now sad for so many who will 

miss him but he has taken his journey to 
be with our Heavenly Father. 

But for me, and most of  the whole 
world, I wish to express to all how much 

he and his dedicated wife Rosalynn meant to 
us all. 

I know our Heavenly Father awaits his 
presence, and that he will be honored for all 
eternity. 

that will help the town manage and dis-
tribute the load in circumstances like the 
one experienced this past weekend,” said 
the mayor. “The problem is that develop-
ing such a system will take several years to 
implement. The Town Board has already 
made the financial commitment to do so.”

Though relatively short-lived, no 
power brought other concerns – tempera-
tures in homes fell fast and gas-powered 
generators began to hum.

Unfortunately, the three gas stations 
in Highlands were closed so people need-
ing gas for their generators had to drive on 
the cleared and passable roads to Cashiers 
and Dillard and Clayton.

Corporations in Texas and Green-
ville, SC, own the gas stations and haven’t 
invested in generators to power pumps 
when the power goes out. At least one 
questioned the legality of  using generators.

However, MC Fire Marshal Jimmy 

Teem said he wasn’t aware of  any codes that 
would not allow gas stations to use genera-
tors.

In fact, according to 15A NCAC 02Q 
.0807 EMERGENCY GENERATORS, 
emergency power sources are allowed if  the 
primary power source is out and it’s beyond 
the company’s control.

According to the employees, if  they had 
generators, they could keep their “stores” 
open and pump gas even if  the internet goes 
down because they only need the internet 
to process credit cards at the pump. With a 
manual credit card machine processing pay-
ments could still be achieved. 

As “corporate” continues to consider 
the investment – an issue that came to light 
during Helene and is still unresolved – em-
ployees wondered if  the town or county 
could help.

Mayor Taylor said he is aware of  the 
situation and discussions are being had.

...STORM continued from page 7

fire alarm at a residence on Crescent Trail.
• At 10:51 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
• At 6:04 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Ridge Trail.
• At 9:38 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence at VZ Top.
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

•claSSIFIeDS•
FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles 

south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by 
far the best view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 
acres with spring (already subdivided into 2, 
3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with southern 
exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137. (2/6)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size 
load. call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-
$85k ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and 
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEs-
tates.com for more info. (st. 11/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower 
Creek RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands 
and Sky Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, land-
scaped and storage shed. $195,000. For more 
info call 828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@
gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
MIRROR LAKE 2/2 COTTAGE. Newly 

Renovated. six months to one year lease. Avail-
able starting February 2025. For more informa-
tion email Scott@CottageConcierge.biz (st. 
12/12)

2/2 FURNISHED RENTAL only minutes 
from Cashiers crossroads. King beds, fast inter-
net, paved access in a quiet safe neighborhood. 
8-12 month lease. $2,600 month plus electric. 
No pets. 828-577-0748. (st 12/5)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bed-
room/2 bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with be-
tween Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed 
internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy (706)982-0444 or (828)482-4239, 
(st. 5/2/24)

SERVICES 
CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years ex-

perience available for part-time personal care, 
errands, transportation, meals, etc. Highlands full-
time resident. Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-
332-0525 or 828-421-8600. (3/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James 

of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)
ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP 

SERVICE Complete property cleanup - house, 
garage, property, etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 
9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to 
CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to 
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208.

Join Our Team 
as the 

Digital Marketing Coordinator!
The Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, 

NC is looking for a part-time Digital Marketing Coordina-
tor to collaborate with our Marketing & Communications 
Director to create engaging content, track key metrics, and 
maintain our digital presence. Your contributions will play a 
pivotal role in showcasing the beauty and rich culture that 
Highlands, NC has to offer.

Key Responsibilities
• Social Media & Web Content: Develop and implement 

compelling content and monitor performance metrics.
• Email Marketing: Create and distribute regular e-

newsletters for the community, members, and visitors.
• Data & Reporting: Gather and manage data to gener-

ate insightful reports and maintain accurate distribution lists.

What We’re Looking For
• Marketing Knowledge: Experience with social media, 

public relations, and digital marketing strategies.
• Tech Savvy: Proficient in Microsoft Office, CRM plat-

forms, and e-communication tools.
• Organized & Detail-Oriented: Able to juggle multiple 

tasks efficiently while maintaining a positive attitude and 
keen eye for detail.

Why Join Us?
• Collaborative Team: Be part of a passionate team that 

values creativity and community impact.
• Make a Difference: Help shape the way people experi-

ence and connect with Highlands, NC.

Ready to Apply?
If you’re self-driven, tech-savvy, and knowledgeable 

about Highlands, NC, we’d love to hear from you! Visit 
www.highlandschamber.org/live-work/job-board to learn 
more and apply.

Predator 
Self Defense

Byrna Co2 Launcher 
Product Sales and Training

Justin Kingsland
8643734022

Predatorsd.com

Tudor Hall Tudor Hall • • hide28741@gmail.comhide28741@gmail.com

Local Taxi Local Taxi • • Airport Rides Airport Rides 
Deliveries Deliveries • • Vehicle TransportVehicle Transport
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

WINTER POOL 
SCHEDULE
Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes.

Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-
Fri. 10-11am with Karen Chambers.

Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. 
11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-1:30pm

 Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 
3:30-7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and 
Sunday 1-6pm

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 

“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the A.A. program of recovery. 
Highlands Mountain View Group 
holds open meetings in Highlands 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 
471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM 
and Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The 
Cashiers Valley Group holds open 
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Monday 
at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday 
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday 
at 9 AM. For more info, please visit 
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with 
a member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-

•hIghlanDS area eventS•
4357.

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. every 

Monday - Friday 10am-1pm indoors 
for the winter (notice the days and 
time has changed), 

MOVIES
• Movies at the Martin Lip-

scomb Performing Arts Center at 
PAC on Chestnut Street. See ad on 
page 9.

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a month. 
The class is led by Cathy Hodgson. 
Contact the Recreation Department 
at 828-526-3556 for more informa-
tion.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 
5:15-6:15pm at the Hudson Library 

Meeting Room. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more information contact Bud 
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, 
lean muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to shape 
and tone. Learn proper form and 
range of motion to safely target all 
muscle groups for a metabolic boost 
and feel great. 

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. Facilitated by Sam Ren-
ken, this group has a simple mission: 
to foster and provide consistent 
community for local writers thereby 
giving writers of all ages and genres 
the opportunity to write, read, revise, 
and present their work to the group.

• ESL classes are held at the 
Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 6:30-7:30pm. No registration 
required – just show up and partici-
pate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 
or email info@maconncliteracy.org

2nd Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health 
topics, held on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 11 AM. This series 
is aimed particularly at older adults 
and will focus on mental health top-
ics of particular interest to them, but 
all ages are welcome to attend. The 
November 1 program is Dementia: 
A Deeper Understanding. Reserva-
tions are required for this free event. 
To register, stop by the library or call 
828-526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library the second and 
fourth Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of 
each month to help patrons with 
their tech needs. Bring a smartphone, 
laptop, or other digital device to re-
ceive free assistance and support. No 
appointments are required - all are 
welcome.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A 
combo class with different types of 

exercise. Call the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation

Thurs.-Sat.
• Mountain Findings Hours: 10a 

to1p.
 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at 

the Rec Park. An exhilarating and 
fun mix of martial arts for a calorie-
burning workout. No martial arts 
background necessary Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more info.

• At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thurs-
day afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone 
programs. 

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday af-

ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of 
children’s programs including board 
games, STEM programs, and crafter-
noons. 

Saturdays
• Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & 

creative movement class for Children 
3-4. The flow of class follows a story 
or theme that changes each month, 
engaging imaginations! Saturday 5:30-
6:30pm. 828-421-6720

• Adult Ballet - crafted for begin-
ners, but mindfully taught for all lev-
els. Ballet is an excellent way to move, 
grow stronger, improve balance, flex-
ibility and coordination while having 
fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-6720.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main St. in their community 
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans 
to attend - email ncpost370@gmail.
com for more information or just join 
us at 9 AM .

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 

Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick 
around for visitation and coffee hour 
immediately after service. (Coffee 
hour is replaced by potluck dinner 
the 1st Sunday of each month). 

Beginning in Feb.
• At the Mountain Learning Cen-

ter Youth Programs – Spring Elemen-
tary CON (3rd-5th Grade): Feb 14 
- 16; Spring Intermediate CON (6th-
8th Grade): Feb 28 - March 2; Spring 
Senior High CON (9th-12th Grade): 
March 14 - 16 https://www.themoun-
tainrlc.org/event/homecoming-2/

Through-March
• Ice Skating in the Park The 

hours are Thursdays, 3:30-8pm, 

Fridays, 3:30–10pm, Saturdays, 
1–10pm, Sundays, 1–5pm. The price 
is only $8, with or without skates. 
Coffee and hot chocolate are avail-
able for purchase.

Ongoing on Thursdays
• Christ Anglican Church on 

64 East in Cashiers will host “lunch 
and learn” brown bag sessions be-
ginning Thursday, at noon led by 
Michael and Robin Matlock. For 
eight weeks, the book, Emotionally 
Healthy Spirituality by Peter Sca-
zzero, will be the focal point. Come 
learn how healthy spirituality and 
healthy emotions are inseparable! 
Purchase your book copy at Ama-
zon or your favorite bookstore. 
Call 828-743-1701 or email cac@
christanglicancashiers.org with 
questions. All are welcome.

Mon., Jan. 20
• The ice rink will be open for 

the Martin Luther King Holiday 
from 1-8p.m., Weather permitting

Wed., Jan. 22
• Congressman Chuck Ed-

wards’ field staff will be at Hudson 
Library on Wednesday from 10 to 
11:30 AM to meet with constitu-
ents who have requests and con-
cerns. 

Thurs., Jan. 23
• Upcoming Workshop with 

Hagan Binder Landscape Architects, 
The Art of Bulb Forcing at 4 p.m. 
Register online at haganbinder.com 

April 13-18
• At the Mountain Learning 

Center, Music Week – Experience 
our engaging Music Week through 
classes, workshops, and one-on-one 
sessions with nationally touring mu-
sicians you will discover your magic 
in music. Early-Bird Discount - $50 
off if registered before Valentine’s 
Day! https://www.themountainrlc.
org/event/homecoming-2/

Sat., April 26
• Plateau Pickup. Keep High-

lands beautiful. Participate in Pla-
teau Pickup, a community-wide 
cleanup day dedicated to preserv-
ing our town’s natural beauty. For 
more info, go to highlandschamber.
org or call 828-526-2112. 

1st Sat., May-Oct. 
• Pop-Up Pipers Discover the 

magic of live music as the Pop-Up 
Pipers perform throughout town, 
adding a charming, musical twist to 
a Main Street stroll. For more info, 
go to highlandschamber.org or call 
828-526-2112. 
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114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Far from the 
maddening crowd.

Only 15 minutes to 
Highlands, this  

custom built  
family legacy home 
has “forever” views,  

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
office, 2 living rooms, 

wet bar.

Offered for 
$1,600,000

2514 Buck Knob Road
Scaly Mountain

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

Available



HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 828-736-1198 
Office: 828-526-4663 
ann@landmarkrg.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

It is a privilege to work with you.

#1 Broker
in HCMLS

$1 BILLION
Total Career Sales Volume

TOP
100 Sotheby’s International Realty Agent Worldwide

Thank you.

TOP
Broker in North Carolina since 2016

JODY LOVELL | (828) 226.6303

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining

Closed until 
Spring

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning 
real estate 
experiece, choose 
an award-winning
agent.


