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Despite setbacks Highlands School Project 
is on track for completion the Fall 2025

By Kristin Karcher
Last week, at their first meet-

ing of  the new year, the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners 

were given an update on the High-
lands School renovation project.

Representing Vannoy Con-
struction, Project Manager Caitlin 

Jones reported on the progress of  
the 8.4-million-dollar school proj-
ect.

By Kim Lewicki
The possibility of  Highlands 

Festival’s Bear Shadow event being 
in KH-Founders Park in May initi-
ated discussion concerning exactly 

HF&W gets OK for park use in Nov.
The red line denotes the area of the park to be set aside for the festival but the patio and bathrooms will be open.

what is allowed in the park at the 
December Town Board meeting.

Due to public outcry, Bear 
Shadow was deleted from De-
cember’s agenda at the request of  

Highlands Festivals so it was tech-
nically not discussed by the board, 
but several people spoke against it 
during the public comment period, 

• See PARK page 7

By Kim Lewicki
The 15-hour power outage 

last week caused citizens to ques-
tion the town’s ability to keep them 
up to date concerning outages and 
other issues.

Several months ago, prior to 
the weather event, the town real-
ized that it was time to upgrade 
its website for that purpose, said 
Town Manager Josh Ward.

Mayor Pat Taylor, who was 
the recipient of  numerous com-
plaints during the power outage, 
said he understood the need to get 
timely information out to citizens, 
though it’s not always available 
even to the town.

“To that end, the town is in 
the process of  upgrading our web-
site and creating an app so that 
updates can be quickly provided to 
residents by real-time input from 
the town staff, the fire chief, and 

the chief  of  police,” he said. 
During November’s Work-

session, representatives from 
CivicPlus provided a presentation 
showing the sites it had created for 
hundreds of  municipalities across 
the country. Their websites are in-
tuitive, easy to navigate and easy to 
keep up to date.

“CivicPlus, one of  the larg-
est governmental website design 
companies shared with the Board 
what they could offer. The key 
benefits they offer, include the 
ease of  use for the user as they 
navigate their sites and the ability 
for the client to have control over 
adding and amending specific 
content on pages within the site, 
such as special announcements 
and events,” said Ward.

As it turns out, CivicPlus 
owns MuniCode which currently 

15-hour power outage  
exemplified the need for  

better communication 
Town implementing new Website/App to keep 

citizens informed of various issues
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•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

•Weather•

•SnapShot• 

Do you have a heartfelt, 
funny, interesting, or 
beautiful photo you would 
like to share in our new 
“ShapShot” section? 
Email it to highlandsedi-
tor@aol.com or text it to 
828-200-1371, with a 
brief  description and a 
name. No anoonymous 
photos will be accepted.
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Stopping 
by woods 
on a snowy 
evening ...

By Russell Brock

Who knew, but here we 
are in the old-fash-
ioned days of  tradi-

tional Highlands. We thought 
they had gone away since the 
town had not had any measur-
able snow in the past three years.

For some of  our newly ar-
rived residents, I am sure it is a 
surprise; for a few, it may even 
be a shock. Our long-time local 
residents are thinking, what is 
all the fuss? The snow and cold 
have always been a part of  life 
in Highlands. The pattern goes like this: 
cool, rainy summers and brutally cold 
winters. The entire seasonal residents’ 
phenomenon developed around these ex-
treme weather cycles.

The Highlands I remember when I 
first became mayor in 2013 is gone. Post-
Covid has ushered in a number of  chang-
es. We have many new residents who live 
here year-round. Great broadband access 
has contributed to this trend or at least en-
hanced year-round commuting to second 
homes in Highlands. Back in the good old 

winter days, there would be al-
most no one in some neighbor-
hoods, so the demand for snow 
plowing was not as intense as it 
is now. The demand for power 
was also not all that great.

Also, since COVID-19 
and just before, we have seen a 
boom in building large homes in 
Highlands. A few years ago, the 
almost electrical shutdown dur-
ing “The Big Freeze” triggered 
the town to engage an electric 
consulting company. As a part 

of  that engagement, an electric consultant 
toured the neighborhoods to assess and 
upgrade our electric grid. After completing 
his analysis, the consultant said he knew 
what was pressuring the electrical system. 
He pointed out that these newer homes 
were the equivalent of  mini-hotels when 
it came to electric consumption. These 
homes constantly consume power regard-
less of  the power setting on specific ap-
pliances.

I have a confession: Sallie and I are 
part of  this trend, albeit over a 25-year pe-
riod. When we first moved here in 1999, 
our home was a summer cottage with a 
60-amp electrical service. One of  the first 
things we did in our upgrading and house 
expansion was to install a 200-amp service. 
At the time, I declared we would never use 
all the 200-amp breaker slots. Twenty-five 
years later, we now have a sub-panel that 
serves an addition built about a decade 
ago. My point is that we consume copious 
amounts of  power despite using more effi-
cient appliances. We depend on this power 
in this highly distressed terrain with many 
forest areas that experience extreme tem-
peratures and routinely high winds. Some 
outages are inevitable.

So here is the dilemma facing the 
town. More and more power will be need-
ed to serve the community, especially if  
electric car charging continues to grow. 
Consequently, 2.8 million dollars was al-
located this year to upgrade the electrical 
grid. More dollars may be needed. Eventu-
ally, we will have multiple power feeds to 
the town and four distribution circuits to 
manage the ever-increasing power load.

Back in the old days, the power would 
routinely go out almost weekly, and High-
landers would say; “So what’s new? It will 

The road to handling Highlands’ power needs
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205 Upper Whitewater Road
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $1,295,000 | MLS #106376 

Kelly Ramsay | 828.556.1252

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings

227 Sherwood Forest Road
Highlands, NC 28741 | $2,790,000 | MLS #105743 

Rob Blake | 770.846.3161

A HOWARD HANNA PARTNER
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Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals The best meals 
start here!start here!

Winter hours: 
Open daily 7:30a to 6:30p

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

What can we expect in 2025?

I recently read a couple of  articles on 
Realtor.com that gave me cause to feel 
better about the projected 2025 hous-

ing market. The article of  January 6th was 
written by Snejana Farberov. These are my 
takeaways, quotes and reasons why I think 

there’s hope. The title of  the article, “Will 
Homeowners Finally Sell in 2025? Here’s 
What the Experts Say, Amid a Glimmer of  
Hope”

See? Even the title gave me hope.
The article starts off  stating that De-

cember 2024 was the slowest fes-
tive season for home sales in five 
years. What will happen in 2025? 
Remember that the following 
quotes and statistics are for na-
tionwide home sales.

Home prices are set to rise. 
The average home’s asking price 
increased about 1.3% per square 
foot compared to just one year 
prior. Economists at Realtor.
com project that the 2025 prices 
can go up 3.7% citing a mar-
ginally lower interest rate and a 
jump in inventory. (More on that 
jump later.)

The next takeaway is when Farberov 
said, and I quote, “The National Associa-
tion of  Realtors® 2024 Homebuyers and 
Sellers Report revealed that buyers over the 
past year tended to be older and wealthier 
than in the past. The median age of  home-
buyers was 56, up 7 years compared with 
2023. The median age of  first-time, repeat, 
and all buyers each reached record highs.”

Well, I don’t know about you, but 
that sort of  burst my bubble a little. What? 
When I read the title, I was thinking people 
in their 80s would be buying more proper-
ties, after all, it’s not that unusual here, but 
56? Farberov says, “Older buyers are still in 
charge.” When I first started selling real es-
tate, all the potential buyers were older than 
me, but that’s certainly not the case any-
more, but fast forward 30 something years 
and the age difference is because I’ve aged, 
not the buyers.

Another prediction was what a Real-
tor.com economist called a ‘Trump Bump,’ 
We can anticipate major shifts to the hous-
ing market due to things like easing regula-
tions of  tax policies. This term will make 
him jump through a few hurdles, too, things 
out of  any president’s control, such as infla-
tion, interest rates and changes of  the de-
mographics of  Americans. Remember the 
inventory jump earlier? In this article?  Even 
though Trump wants to increase home-
building in order to have more housing 
inventory, which could also lead to lower 
interest rates there’s a glitch. The tariffs he 
wants to implement are bound to have a big 
impact on building supplies, as if  the prices 
weren’t high enough already. Ahhh, another 
reason for the prices of  homes to be on the 

rise.
Other good news for sell-

ers and buyers is that the top 
ten markets for 2025 are all in 
the South and the West. The 
top three are in the states of  
Texas, Florida and Virginia, and 
you better believe each of  those 
areas will have an impact on our 
regional marketplace.

Here are the top ten that 
are expected to have higher 
home sales in 2025:

#1 Colorado Springs, CO; 
#2 Miami, FL; #3 Virginia 

Beach, VA; #4 Richmond, VA; #5 McAl-
len, TX; #6 El Paso, TX; #7 Little Rock, 
AK; #8 Greensboro, NC; #9 Washington, 
DC; #10- Harrisburg, VA

These didn’t make the top ten, but 
each of  these will impact the real estate 
markets of  the triangle area of  Northeast 
Georgia,  Western North Carolina and the 
upstate of  South Carolina.

#12 Charlotte, NC; #13 Orlando, FL; 
#14 Atlanta, GA; #16 Austin, TX; #17 
Augusta, GA; #18 Durham, NC; #20 Jack-
sonville, FL

Higher prices, low inventory and the 
slightest decrease in interest rates have kept 
buyers wary of  diving into the deep end of  
real estate pool in the last couple of  years 
but that may be about to change. Lower 
interest rates, even though they’re expected 
to stay in the sixish range, may give more 
sellers the motivation to go ahead and list 
their homes because they’ll be able to use 
more of  their sales proceeds to buy another 
home. Having more existing homes inven-
tory added with more new home builds 
may allow buyers to have a little more lever-
age in some markets.

2025 may be the housing boost that 
will be good for buyers and sellers.

Nap time is over. It’s time to get out 
of  my rocker so I can help some of  those 
‘elderly buyers’ who are their mid-50s find 
their dream home.

• Jeannie Chambers is the broker/owner of  
The Chambers Agency, Inc.,and is proud to be a 
part of  one of  the oldest real estate firms in High-
lands. Highlands is Calling!  (828) 526-3717 or 
jeannie@highlandsiscalling.com
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Local ID is required from Clay, Graham, Haywood, Cherokee, Macon, Jackson, Swain, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount. 
*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuity not included. Sundays - Thursdays.

January through March 2025. Excludes holidays. 
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We Locals
Specials T rough March

At Half-Mile Farm & Old Edwards Inn  |  January through March 2025

Old Edwards Inn
Stay at Old Edwards Stay at Old Edwards 

Inn from $195 per night Inn from $195 per night 
through March.through March.

Madison’s Restaurant
Enjoy a complimentary glass of Enjoy a complimentary glass of 

Champagne when reserving a dinner Champagne when reserving a dinner 
table at Madison’s Restaurant.table at Madison’s Restaurant.

Half-Mile Farm
Stay at Half-Mile Farm  Stay at Half-Mile Farm  

from $165 per night from $165 per night 
through March.through March.

Fitness Center
Attend any of our Attend any of our 

fitness or yoga classes fitness or yoga classes 
for $25 per class.for $25 per class.

Acorns
25% off entire 25% off entire 

purchase, some purchase, some 
exclusions apply.exclusions apply.
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - 9p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p 

Sat. 12-5p

Offering a variety of 
hot and cold specialty sandwiches, 

various salads, desserts and charcuterie  
and caterings prepared by a Johnson & Wales 

certified chef. 
Stop by and enjoy a hot sandwich, a cup of 

daily homemade soup and pasta salad. 
We have indoor and outdoor courtyard 

seating, and a large variety of drink options 
including wine and beer.

Can’t linger? 
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

The Secret Garden

Open 6 Days 
Closed Wed.

Closed Sun. Dinner

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

•Biz/Org News• 

The Outpost Inn, a new boutique inn nestled in the sce-
nic mountains of  Highlands, NC, at 790 North 4th Street, 
is excited to announce the launch of  its wine bar, offering a 
curated selection of  wines, beers, and light snacks in a cozy, 
inviting atmosphere. 

The brand-new wine bar at Outpost Inn serves as the 
nighttime equivalent to their popular coffee bar located in 
the hotel’s lobby, which will be transformed at 5 p.m. to all 
candlelight. 

Guests are invited to settle into the low slung, comfy 
seating areas around a wood burning fireplace over a great 
soundtrack of  mellow jazz, folk, blues and Americana. In 
the warmer months, seating will spill out onto the outdoor 

Outpost Inn opens wine bar Friday, Jan. 24

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

courtyards and terraces around the various firepits. 
The drink menu, curated by Beverage Consultant Jer-

emy Carter, features natural wines available by the glass or 
bottle, craft beers, and non-alcoholic options. 

Chef  Adam Bresnahan, who oversees the culinary pro-
gram at Outpost Inn’s sister property, Highlander Mountain 
House, prepares a rotating selection of  snacks – Smoked 
Trout Dip, Housemade Za’atar Potato Chips, and an Appa-
lachian Charcuterie Board, with dishes changing seasonally. 

The wine bar every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday eve-
nings from 5-10 p.m. 

For more information, visit outpostinnhighlands.com. 
and follow @outpostinnhighlands.
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...MAYOR continued from page 2

• See PARK page 8

be back on eventually. We will just 
have to make do for the time be-
ing.” Not so much now, we are so 
dependent on electricity to power 
our devices and homes to where 
any loss of  electricity is a poten-
tial personal emergency. Whole 
house generators are standard 
components of  the new homes 
being built in Highlands.

After the last snowstorm, so-
cial media had some declarations 
of  frustration and despondence 
with the loss of  power. The cul-
prit was a tree falling on a crucial 
Duke transmission pole that sup-
plied power to the town. When 
a major system is taken off  the 
grid, it takes time to bring Duke 
Power back online and re-ener-
gize the Highlands grid. When 
the system goes offline in cold 
weather for an extended period, 
the transformers freeze, and if  

the power were to be immediately 
turned on for the entire grid, the 
transformers and breakers could 
explode from the sudden surge.

All this takes time, and the 
component parts of  orchestrat-
ing the repairs are many: Duke 
Power operations, the town elec-
trical crews, the police, the fire 
department, and equipment re-
placements. With all the moving 
parts, keeping everyone informed 
with up-to-the-minute reports on 
the repair progress is difficult. 

Understanding the difficul-
ties and the need to get timely 
information to our residents, the 
town is in the process of  upgrad-
ing our website and creating an 
app so that updates can be quickly 
provided to residents by real-time 
input from the town staff, the fire 
chief, and the chief  of  police. 

To prevent this same type of  

event from reoccurring, Duke 
Energy needs to remove about 
28 trees in the transmission 
right-of-way that feed power to 
the town. OSHA and Duke’s 
concern for the safety of  their 
workers necessitates cutting off  
the power while the trees are 
being removed. Duke has been 
planning this work for many 
months, and the recent outage 
underscored the critical need to 
clear the right-of-way. 

We anticipate this one-day 
outage to happen sometime in 
March. Duke will coordinate its 
schedule with critical stakehold-
ers like the school to minimize 
disruptions. We all want this 
work to be done before the tour-
ist and activity season gets un-
derway. Duke and the town will 
strive to get the word out as soon 
as possible concerning the out-
age date.

...HIGHLANDS continued from page 1

anyway.
When KH-Founders Park 

opened more than a decade 
ago, the general consensus from 
Town Board members at the 
time was that the park was a pub-
lic space so private or ticketed 
events wouldn’t be allowed.

That policy quickly got 
murky, however, when the fledg-
ling, tented, ticketed Highlands 
Food & Wine event – at that time 
sponsored by the Chamber of  
Commerce – was allowed in the 
park from the get go.

Over time, the event has 
evolved, expanded and for a few 
years now, has been sponsored 
by the nonprofit Highlands Fes-

tivals, Inc. – not the Chamber, 
though the Chamber has given 
Highlands Festivals money to-
ward the event.

At the Jan. 16 Town Board 
Worksession, the board clarified 
its policy about the town’s recre-
ation area uses.

However, nothing really 
changed. 

All events in the park must 
still obtain a permit/rental agree-
ment/waiver and release for use 
by the Recreation Director. 

“Any event held at any of  the 
outdoor recreation areas, must be 
public-oriented and be sponsored 
by the Town of  Highlands or by a 

...PARK continued from page 1

Vannoy Construction began 
mobilizing the project in the fall 
of  2024 and has continued to 
make progress despite a few set-
backs and most recently winter 
weather.

The project saw a slight de-
lay while dealing with an under-
ground fuel storage tank that was 
located under the new meant for 
the new addition. 

The school board and 
county commissioners decided 
to leave a 10.000-gallon under-
ground storage tank in place 
with the necessary remediation 
requirements for soil, groundwa-
ter and decommissioning of  the 
tank. 

Re-design of  the structural 
foundations was necessary be-
cause the existing underground 
fuel storage tank will remain un-
der the footprint of  the new mid-
dle school classroom addition. 

In the fall, commissioners 
approved a $75,000 change to 
LS3P’s contract to revise the de-
sign of  the structural foundation 
of  the two-story middle school 
classroom addition relating to the 
underground storage tank.

According to the Planning, 
Permitting and Development 
for Macon County. the work to 
remediate the existing fuel tank 
under the new addition has been 
completed. It has been cleaned 
and filled with concrete. Vannoy 
has filed the necessary documen-
tation with the North Carolina 

Department of  Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) which is now fil-
ing it with the state office. 

The next step will be to install 
a vapor intrusion mitigation sys-
tem under the slab in relation to 
the remediated tank. The system 
will be installed the last week of  
January. After the installation of  
the system, the construction com-
pany will begin to pour the slab 
for the new addition followed by 
the installation of  vertical steel in 
February.

In addition, Vannoy has in-
stalled 78 helical piers for founda-
tion support for the middle school 
addition. The piers have been 
inspected by WSP USA Environ-
ment & Infrastructure Inc., the 
third-party inspection company 
hired for the project. The foot-
ings have also been excavated and 
poured. WSP has inspected all the 
work which meets the design in-
tent and torque.

Heat for the school has been 
a hot topic. Vannoy was able to 
make headway over the holidays 
on the solution to this problem. 
New pads were poured for new 
fuel tanks which will be installed 
this week. Vannoy is expecting to 
make the swap over next weekend. 
Once this is completed the tem-
porary heat in the middle school 
will be removed from the building, 
and the school will be back to us-
ing the boilers.

In February, the company is 
scheduled to begin work on the 

second-floor renovations of  the 
middle school. 

The Highlands School ex-
pansion project will expand the 
middle school to accommodate 
much needed classroom space 
and additional space for career 
and technical education courses, 
and an updated media center. 

In addition, the project also 
includes renovation to the second 
floor of  the middle school and to 
the elementary wing to repurpose 
two classroom spaces for Pre-K 
classes.

The total price includes ad-
ditional funding the board ap-

proved last November for soft 
costs not included in the guaran-
teed maximum price (GMP).

Additional items were ap-
proved at the November meeting 
adding $560,845 to the total cost 
of  the project. The additional 
items include furniture, technol-
ogy and Pre-K playground equip-
ment; special inspections and 
testing fees, and an owner contin-
gency fund.

“We are tracking on schedule 
despite fighting the weather,” said 
Jones. “In terms of  budget, we 
are tracking on budget and our al-
lowances are coming in under or 

meeting allowances.”
Interim County Manager 

Warren Cabe told commission-
ers he meets twice a month and 
conducts site walks with Jones. In 
addition, Vannoy will give a proj-
ect update to the commissioners 
every quarter.

“I am very pleased from my 
perspective with what we have 
seen in the last two weeks in spite 
of  the weather,” said Cabe. “We 
are on a very tight deadline to get 
the project completed.”

The Highlands School proj-
ect is projected to be done when 
the school opens in the fall for the 
2025-2026 school year.
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Danielle Adriana
Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC • 828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials

Monday 

App
oin

tm
en

ts 

Ava
ila

ble

NOW OPEN!

Happy Healthy 2025 

"' ��/°' & The Exchange 
V � for Men Wishing You A Happy Holiday Season! 

January Hours: 10:00-4:00. Closed Sunday 
CLOSED FEBRUARY, MARCH and APRIL 

2060 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC, 
2 miles South of Main Street I (828) 526-5029 

...PARK continued from page 7

Kathy Manos Penn

•Ink Penn•
A series that never fails to deliver

Can you recall getting 
hooked on a series and 
having to wait a year for 

the next installment to appear? Or 
perhaps stumbling across book 
five or six in a series and enjoying 
it so much that you went in search 
of  the earlier books? 

Michael Connelly’s Bosch 
series is one I started from the 
very beginning with “The Black 
Echo.” At the time, there were 
several books out. Only after that 
did I have to wait patiently for the 
next installment to appear. If  you 
haven’t read the books, you may 
know his name from the show 
on Prime Video. This review is of  
book 25.

The Waiting 
by Michael Connelly

Renée Ballard, who appears 
in the last five Bosch books, heads 
LAPD’s Open-Unsolved Unit, 
investigating cold cases — some 
decades old, others more recent. 
As happens in the previous books 
with Ballard as the main character, 
Harry Bosch contributes to solv-
ing the case. 

This time, Bosch’s daughter 
Maddie, who is now a patrol of-
ficer, joins the unit as a volunteer. 
Before you know it, the unit is in-

vestigating the never solved Black 
Dahlia case from the ‘40s. The 
twists and turns in trying to solve 
the case while also dealing with de-
partment politics combine with in-
vestigating another cold case that 
hinges on DNA analysis. 

This one is a suspenseful 
roller coaster ride, and, of  course, 
I stayed up way too late several 
nights to get to the end. I had 
barely finished the book when the 
wildfires erupted in California.

Now, as I watch the coverage 
of  the LA fires, I’m flipping back 
through the book and wondering 
how the areas in this series have 
fared. 

Harry’s neighborhood of  
Laurel Canyon had escaped un-
scathed as I began writing this 

column. The news reported that 
one Malibu trailer park was dev-
astated, so I thought of  Renée, 
who is an avid surfer and lives in 
a trailer park in Malibu. 

So much of  what I know of  
the LA area comes from Con-
nelly’s series and visits with two 
friends who live there.  One lives 
far from the devastation, but 
my Altadena friend was in the 
thick of  it. He evacuated before 
his neighborhood was engulfed 
in flames, and miraculously, his 
house was still standing when he 
last heard. 

The images on the news 
are horrific, and reading Michael 
Connelly’s vivid descriptions of  
the areas I see in flames make 
them all the more real to me. Gut 
wrenching, poignant—words fail 
me. My heart goes out to those 
who are living this horror.

• Award-winning author Kathy 
Manos Penn is a Sandy Springs resi-
dent. Find her Dickens & Christie 
cozy mysteries on Amazon or locally at 
The Enchanted Forest and Bookmiser. 
Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.
com and visit her website www.face-
book.com/KathyManosPennAuthor/. 

non-profit organization approved 
by the Town of  Highlands,” reads 
the policy. 

Furthermore, “No commer-
cial (for profit) or private uses are 
permitted in the park.” 

And, “No admission to the 
town’s outdoor recreation areas 
can be charged for any event un-
less approved by the Town Board.”

Highlands Festivals’ request 
to use KH-Founders Park again 
this year for two of  Highlands 
Food & Wine events was in the 
Consent Agenda last week which 
was approved in total by the board.

Sometimes, items are pulled 
from the Consent Agenda for dis-
cussion, but that wasn’t the case 
last week. 

Since the Consent Agenda 
was approved by the Town Board, 
Highlands Food & Wine got the 
go ahead to hold two of  its four, 
ticketed events in KH-Founders 
Park in November.

Due to an issue last year when 
someone seeking to use the public 
bathrooms at the park was turned 
away, Highlands Festivals has made 
it clear that the bathrooms and the 

patio area in the park will be open 
to the public while setting up and 
throughout the festival.

The 4-day festival begins 
Thurs., Nov. 13 with the Grand 
Tasting 7-10pm at The Bascom.

On Fri., Nov 14, Truckin’ 
will be in KH-Founders Park 
from 1-4:30pm and on Sun., Nov. 
16, Shot at Redemption will also 
be in the park from noon to 3pm.

The Main Event will be Sat., 
Nov. 15 from noon-3:30pm on 
Main Street between 4th and 5th 
streets.
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With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Breakfast
8-10:30a

Lunch
11a to 3p

Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
Open Tues. - Sat. for Breakfast & Lunch

• See HOSPITAL page 11

MOVIES
at PAC’s MLPC

Fri., Jan. 24 – 2 and 5:30p
Sat., Jan. 25 – 5:30p

Sun., Jan. 26 – 2 and 5:30p
Tickets:

Adults: $13.20 • Children: $11
boxoffice@

highlandsperformingarts.com 
828-526-9047

507 Chestnut St. Highlands

•Hospital News•

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital

HC Hospital and Eckerd Living Center start 2025 from a place of strength 
Looking forward to steady growth

I hope readers enjoyed their holidays and 
are ready to usher in 2025 with hope, 
confidence, and excitement. As we be-

gin each year, I think it’s important to talk 
to our community about the overall “state 
of  the hospital.” I am pleased to share that 
again this year Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
(HCH) and Eckerd Living Center (ELC) 
are in excellent shape, and I am very excited 
about things coming in 2025. 

To start, I want to address the state 
of  our hospitals after Hurricane Helene. 
Thankfully, HCH and ELC remained fully 
operational during the storm and have fully 
recovered from the storm’s effects. More 
importantly, I believe our hospital is stron-
ger as a result. I also closely observed the 
morale, and I feel better than ever about our 
team. I watched how we extended the same 
care to each other that we deliver to our 
patients. It is also important to recognize 
the extraordinary support we received from 
HCA Healthcare. I have commented fre-
quently upon the strength of  HCA Health-
care and the importance for rural hospitals 
to have a strong partner. If  there was ever 
a time we appreciated this value, Hurricane 
Helene was it. 

I am also happy to report that we have 
held onto our status as the top ER for pa-
tient satisfaction in HCA Healthcare. We 
are proud as well to be recognized for the 
third time by Press Ganey with the Guard-
ian of  Excellence Award, which is awarded 
to healthcare facilities that earn a place in 
the top 5% of  all hospitals across our coun-
try. In actuality, we rank in the top 1% of  
all ERs and I could not be prouder of  our 
doctors, nurses, and support staff  who are 
responsible. Press Ganey is a national orga-
nization recognized by CMS (Centers for 
Medicaid and Medicare Services) to survey 
patient experience in hospitals.

Last year, I shared that HCH had been 
recognized as an Acute Stroke Ready Hos-
pital per the Joint Commission. This means 
that our community can feel certain they’re 
receiving the highest level of  stroke care if  
they come to our ED for treatment, and as 
we all know, every second counts when it 
comes to providing critical care for a patient 
experiencing a stroke. I have to remind our 
community to call 911 and seek care imme-
diately if  they are having stroke symptoms. I 
encourage you to remember BEFAST.

B: Balance (sudden difficulty with bal-
ance)

E: Eyes (sudden difficulty 
with vision in one or both eyes)

F: Face (note if  one’s smile 
starts to droop on one side)

A: Arm (arm weakness)
S: Speech (speech difficul-

ties)
T: Time is critical; call 911.
One of  the things I’ve been 

most energized about at HCH is 
our growing surgical services. 
We can now provide a wide 
range of  procedures for pa-
tients with plans to add more in 
2025. Patients can also come to 
HCH for colonoscopies, ortho-
pedic surgery, hand surgery, and 
minor general surgery procedures. When 
possible, our surgeons perform minimally 
invasive surgery, including laparoscopic and 
robotic procedures. These surgeries require 
only a few small incisions, so patients re-
cover more quickly and with reduced pain, 
bleeding, and scarring. 

We just recently added facial plastic 
surgery with Dr. Chris Wenzel, who offers 
face lifts, brow lifts, and chin lifts among 
other cosmetic procedures. Dr. Wenzel has 
performed more than 10,000 cosmetic and 
reconstructive procedures during his career. 
He has the experience and technical acumen 
to achieve natural-looking, beautiful results 
for his patients and takes pride in his work, 
combining artistry, technical skill, and surgi-
cal precision while devoting his attention to 
every detail of  patient care. 

HCH is also proud to offer specialized 
pain management, dedicated to manage-
ment of  chronic pain that can be debilitat-
ing. Dr. Eric Roslonski, board-certified in 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, Pain 
Medicine, and Neuromuscular Medicine, 
will be joining the HCH family. He is espe-
cially interested in diagnosing and treating 
patients with painful neuromuscular and 
spinal conditions and is dedicated to indi-
vidualized whole-patient care. 

Finally, I am pleased to share that Dr. 
David Jarrett will be joining us to support 
our orthopedic surgery program. He is a 
native of  Asheville and the son of  a well-
known and respected orthopedic surgeon by 
the same name who practiced in Asheville 
from 1973 to 1998. Dr. Jarrett is a general 
orthopaedist, concentrating in the area of  
joint replacement and arthroscopic surgery. 
He has served as Chief  of  Staff  and as the 

Orthopedic Medical Director 
for Mission Hospital. Dr. Jarrett 
is in the process of  relocating 
his practice to Franklin and will 
hold a clinic in Highlands. He 
will be operating at HCH. 

Another important service 
I want to call out is our swing 
bed program. We saw signifi-
cant growth in 2024 and look to 
expand this service even more 
in 2025. This represents a level 
of  skilled care for patients who 
need rehabilitation services 
in a hospital setting. Our pro-
gram has brought many from 
our community close to home 

where they can continue their recovery and 
regain their health.

Patients who receive rehab services in 
our swing bed program are cared for by a 
team of  healthcare professionals that in-
cludes our exceptional nurses, as well as a 
cadre of  physical and occupational thera-
pists, speech pathologists, dieticians, and 
pharmacists. All of  these services are under 
the watchful eyes of  our medical staff. 

At HCA Healthcare’s Mission Health, 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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Spiritually Speaking 

Rev. Kirkland “Skully” Knight
The Episcopal Church of the 
Incarnation

 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a 
Holy Eucharist Tues., 9a; Thurs., 12p Prayer & Book Study
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470 www.cashiers.church
Sun. S.S 9:30a,10:45a; Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.; 

Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & 11 am; Coffee Hour 

following 11 am Service
Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p

www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

The Light 
of the World

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 

-John 1.5
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 

Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. 
-The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

January 6 is the Epiphany. It comes at the end of  the 
Christmas season -- a time when we think about the 
wise men and their journey to come see Jesus, the new 

king. 
We associate the word epiphany with new discovery 

and knowledge — coming to see and understand things in 
a new way. Sometimes we call these “aha!” moments. “I’ve 
had an epiphany! Now I get it. Now I see.” 

The Sundays after the Epiphany are filled with read-
ings of  Jesus’ miracles, healings, and teachings and these 
create a time when we discover, each liturgical year, who 
and what Jesus is and what he has come to do. We are con-
stantly being shown the light of  Christ that has come into 
the world, and it illuminates everything. Everything. We 
can’t choose to see some things and ignore others. When 
the light shines in the darkness, we see it all — the good 
and the bad, the justice and the injustice of  the world in 
which he lived. 

Each year during these same weeks we celebrate the 
life and legacy of  The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who 
also, in his own way and in his own context, shone a light 
on things that many had either not seen, or had chosen not 
to see. He brought to our attention the good and the bad, 
the justice and the injustice of  the world in which he lived. 

Dr. King is not Jesus — let’s be clear — but like the 
time after Epiphany in the church, he serves to remind us 
that God calls us to the light. So often we feel that the 
world is full of  darkness, and we feel pulled into that dark-
ness, but this is the time of  year when we are reminded that 
light and love are the only means to find our way forward in 
this world. More darkness and more hate will not do it. In 
dark times we must look for, and hold onto light and love. 

They both lived in dark times, and each was a light — 
and not always in a warm and fuzzy way. There was that 
sense of  love and compassion that was a part of  all that 
these men did, but there was a greater purpose for both. 

Dr. King reminded us of  what God brought into the 
world through our Incarnate Lord Jesus Christ — he re-
minded us that the light of  Christ shines in the darkness 
and the darkness did not and will not overcome it — not 
then, not now, not ever. 
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•Police & Fire Reports•

Winter may not be beach weather - BUT ••• 
It's never to early to work on that beach body! 

Call 828-349-1280 or 828-482-4430 
to schedule a free consultation. 

SculpSure Body 
Contouring $50 off per pad 

For a complete list of our 
services please visit our website. 

Laser Hair Removal 
20%off 

. .
www.rejy_venatelasercenter.corn 

Highlands Police entries 
from Jan. 2. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

Jan. 2
• At 5:57 p.m., officers were 

called about a larceny at OEI lodg-
ing on Church Street where air pods 
valued at $175 were taken from the 
room.

Jan. 6
• At 9:42 a.m., officers respond-

ed to a call of damage to personal 
property at Estate Jewelers on Main 
Street where a door knob and lock-
ing mechanism valued at $25 was 

damaged.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue 

log from Jan. 14.
Jan. 14
• At 3:27 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on N. 
6th Street.

Jan. 15
• At 12:26 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on N. 
6th Street.

• At 3:41 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a location on Skyline 
Lodge Road.

Jan. 16
• At 11:19 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a location on Main 
Street.

...HOSPITAL continued from page 9

Jan. 17
• At 8:50 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a location on Skyline 
Lodge Road.

Jan. 18
• At 10:17 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm set off by a water 
sprinkler flow at a location on Coun-
try Club Drive.

Jan. 19
• At 5:49 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident on Horse 
Cove Road.

Jan. 20
• At 10:23 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 
VZ Top.

• At 10:50 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Ridge-
wood Road.

Jan. 21
• At 5:08 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on US 64 
west (Franklin Road).

we show up for our patients, our com-
munities and each other. “We Show Up” 
means caring for our patients like fam-
ily, listening to their concerns and work-
ing together to find the right solution. It 
is doing everything in our power to heal 
and improve lives, within our walls and 

throughout our community. On behalf  of  
everyone at HCH and ELC, many thanks to 
everyone in our community for continuing 
to provide us with the honor of  caring for 
you. There is nothing we value more. I am 
excited about this year and look forward to 
this year with anticipation. 

manages the town’s ordinances online 
through the town’s current website.

“This ensures efficiency when search-
ing each document on the website, as well 
as updating the documents when changes 
are made,” said Ward. “Plus, as a current 
MuniCode client, we would get a 10% dis-
count.” 

Ward recommended the “premium 
design” and said the implementation of  
the new site will take 12-16 weeks – and 
should be ready for the upcoming season.

There is a $850 one-time fee and an 
annual fee of  $3,795. Several staff  mem-
bers as well as the Fire Chief, Police Chief  
and the Recreation Director will be trained 
to use the site so they can update as needed 
for their departments.

In addition, an App of  the website 
will be created which can be accessed on 
cell phones like the Macon County Sher-
iff ’s Office App now available through the 
PlayStore.

The town’s App will be the entire 
website so users can navigate to the Police 
Department website or the Fire Depart-
ment website and any part of  the website 
itself.

Circling back to the 15-hour power out-
age, the mayor said upgrades to the trans-
mission corridor on Hicks Road are set to 
be made by Duke.

“To prevent this same type of  power-
outage event from reoccurring, Duke En-
ergy needs to remove about 28 trees in the 
transmission right-of-way that feeds power 
to the town,” he said.

OSHA and Duke’s concern for the 
safety of  their workers necessitates cutting 
off  the power while the trees are being re-
moved. 

“Duke has been planning this work for 
many months, and the recent outage under-
scored the critical need to clear the right-of-
way so downed trees don’t jeopardize the 
transmission of  power,” he said. 

This one-day outage will happen some-
time in March. 

“Duke will coordinate its schedule with 
critical stakeholders like the school to mini-
mize disruptions,” said the mayor. “We all 
want this work to be done before the tour-
ist and activity season gets underway. Duke 
and the town will strive to get the word out 
as soon as possible concerning the outage 
date.”

...COMMUNICATION continued from page 1

For Highlands Newspaper 
advertising information,

email 
highlandseditor@aol.com 

or call 828-200-1371.
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •

Kim’s Compassionate Care
Skilled Hands & A Warm Heart

Kimberly Ferrell
Certified Nursing Assistant/Caregiver

CPR Certified
30+ years experience
References Available

828-347-2542

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 



Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Jan. 23, 2025 - 828-200-1371 - Page 13

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

•Classifieds•
FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles 

south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by 
far the best view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 
acres with spring (already subdivided into 2, 
3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with southern 
exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137. (2/6)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size 
load. call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-
$85k ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and 
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEs-
tates.com for more info. (st. 11/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower 
Creek RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands 
and Sky Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, land-
scaped and storage shed. $195,000. For more 
info call 828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@
gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
MIRROR LAKE 2/2 COTTAGE. Newly 

Renovated. six months to one year lease. Avail-
able starting February 2025. For more informa-
tion email Scott@CottageConcierge.biz (st. 
12/12)

2/2 FURNISHED RENTAL only minutes 
from Cashiers crossroads. King beds, fast inter-
net, paved access in a quiet safe neighborhood. 
8-12 month lease. $2,600 month plus electric. 
No pets. 828-577-0748. (st 12/5)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bed-
room/2 bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with be-
tween Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed 
internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy (706)982-0444 or (828)482-4239, 
(st. 5/2/24)

SERVICES 
CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years ex-

perience available for part-time personal care, 
errands, transportation, meals, etc. Highlands full-
time resident. Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-
332-0525 or 828-421-8600. (3/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James 

of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (3/28)
ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP 

SERVICE Complete property cleanup - house, 
garage, property, etc. Call at 828-200-2855. (st. 
9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to 
CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to 
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208.

Join Our Team 
as the 

Digital Marketing Coordinator!
The Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, 

NC is looking for a part-time Digital Marketing Coordina-
tor to collaborate with our Marketing & Communications 
Director to create engaging content, track key metrics, and 
maintain our digital presence. Your contributions will play a 
pivotal role in showcasing the beauty and rich culture that 
Highlands, NC has to offer.

Key Responsibilities
• Social Media & Web Content: Develop and implement 

compelling content and monitor performance metrics.
• Email Marketing: Create and distribute regular e-

newsletters for the community, members, and visitors.
• Data & Reporting: Gather and manage data to gener-

ate insightful reports and maintain accurate distribution lists.

What We’re Looking For
• Marketing Knowledge: Experience with social media, 

public relations, and digital marketing strategies.
• Tech Savvy: Proficient in Microsoft Office, CRM plat-

forms, and e-communication tools.
• Organized & Detail-Oriented: Able to juggle multiple 

tasks efficiently while maintaining a positive attitude and 
keen eye for detail.

Why Join Us?
• Collaborative Team: Be part of a passionate team that 

values creativity and community impact.
• Make a Difference: Help shape the way people experi-

ence and connect with Highlands, NC.

Ready to Apply?
If you’re self-driven, tech-savvy, and knowledgeable 

about Highlands, NC, we’d love to hear from you! Visit 
www.highlandschamber.org/live-work/job-board to learn 
more and apply.

Predator 
Self Defense

Byrna Co2 Launcher 
Product Sales and Training

Justin Kingsland
8643734022

Predatorsd.com

Tudor Hall Tudor Hall • • hide28741@gmail.comhide28741@gmail.com

Local Taxi Local Taxi • • Airport Rides Airport Rides 
Deliveries Deliveries • • Vehicle TransportVehicle Transport
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

WINTER POOL 
SCHEDULE
Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes.

Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-
Fri. 10-11am with Karen Chambers.

Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. 
11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-1:30pm

 Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs. 
3:30-7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and 
Sunday 1-6pm

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 

“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the A.A. program of recovery. 
Highlands Mountain View Group 
holds open meetings in Highlands 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 
471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM 
and Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The 
Cashiers Valley Group holds open 
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Monday 
at 8:30 AM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday 
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday 
at 9 AM. For more info, please visit 
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with 
a member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-

•Highlands Area Events•
4357.

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. every 

Monday - Friday 10am-1pm indoors 
for the winter (notice the days and 
time has changed), 

MOVIES
• Movies at the Martin Lip-

scomb Performing Arts Center at 
PAC on Chestnut Street. See ad on 
page 9.

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a month. 
The class is led by Cathy Hodgson. 
Contact the Recreation Department 
at 828-526-3556 for more informa-
tion.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 
5:15-6:15pm at the Hudson Library 

Meeting Room. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more information contact Bud 
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, 
lean muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to shape 
and tone. Learn proper form and 
range of motion to safely target all 
muscle groups for a metabolic boost 
and feel great. 

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. Facilitated by Sam Ren-
ken, this group has a simple mission: 
to foster and provide consistent 
community for local writers thereby 
giving writers of all ages and genres 
the opportunity to write, read, revise, 
and present their work to the group.

• ESL classes are held at the 
Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 6:30-7:30pm. No registration 
required – just show up and partici-
pate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 
or email info@maconncliteracy.org

2nd Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health 
topics, held on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 11 AM. This series 
is aimed particularly at older adults 
and will focus on mental health top-
ics of particular interest to them, but 
all ages are welcome to attend. The 
November 1 program is Dementia: 
A Deeper Understanding. Reserva-
tions are required for this free event. 
To register, stop by the library or call 
828-526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library the second and 
fourth Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of 
each month to help patrons with 
their tech needs. Bring a smartphone, 
laptop, or other digital device to re-
ceive free assistance and support. No 
appointments are  required - all are 
welcome.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A 
combo class with different types of 

exercise. Call the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more in-
formation

Thurs.-Sat.
• Mountain Findings Hours: 10a 

to1p.
 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at 

the Rec Park. An exhilarating and 
fun mix of martial arts for a calorie-
burning workout. No martial arts 
background necessary Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more info.

• At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thurs-
day afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone 
programs. 

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday af-

ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of 
children’s programs including board 
games, STEM programs, and crafter-
noons. 

Saturdays
• Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & 

creative movement class for Children 
3-4. The flow of class follows a story 
or theme that changes each month, 
engaging imaginations! Saturday 5:30-
6:30pm. 828-421-6720

• Adult Ballet - crafted for begin-
ners, but mindfully taught for all lev-
els. Ballet is an excellent way to move, 
grow stronger, improve balance, flex-
ibility and coordination while having 
fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-6720.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main St. in their community 
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans 
to attend - email ncpost370@gmail.
com for more information or just join 
us at 9 AM .

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 

Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick 
around for visitation and coffee hour 
immediately after service. (Coffee 
hour is replaced by potluck dinner 
the 1st Sunday of each month). 

Beginning in Feb.
• At the Mountain Learning Cen-

ter Youth Programs – Spring Elemen-
tary CON (3rd-5th Grade): Feb 14 
- 16; Spring Intermediate CON (6th-
8th Grade): Feb 28 - March 2; Spring 
Senior High CON (9th-12th Grade): 
March 14 - 16 https://www.themoun-
tainrlc.org/event/homecoming-2/

Through-March
• Ice Skating in the Park The 

hours are Thursdays, 3:30-8pm, 

Fridays, 3:30–10pm, Saturdays, 
1–10pm, Sundays, 1–5pm. The price 
is only $8, with or without skates. 
Coffee and hot chocolate are avail-
able for purchase.

Ongoing on Thursdays
• Christ Anglican Church on 

64 East in Cashiers will host “lunch 
and learn” brown bag sessions be-
ginning Thursday, at noon led by 
Michael and Robin Matlock. For 
eight weeks, the book, Emotionally 
Healthy Spirituality by Peter Sca-
zzero, will be the focal point. Come 
learn how healthy spirituality and 
healthy emotions are inseparable! 
Purchase your book copy at Ama-
zon or your favorite bookstore. 
Call 828-743-1701 or email cac@
christanglicancashiers.org with 
questions. All are welcome.

Thurs., Jan. 23
• Upcoming Workshop with 

Hagan Binder Landscape Architects, 
The Art of Bulb Forcing at 4 p.m. 
Register online at haganbinder.com 

Thurs., Feb. 13
• Highlands Chamber of Com-

merce members are invited to a 
presentation “Setting up simple 
IRAs for employees” with Todd 
Holder with Edward Jones at the 
Community Building. Light break-
fast from 9-10:30a. R.S.V.P. Jane Ford 
Clark at businesservices@highland-
schamber.org or call 828-526-5841.

April 13-18
• At the Mountain Learning 

Center, Music Week – Experience 
our engaging Music Week through 
classes, workshops, and one-on-one 
sessions with nationally touring mu-
sicians you will discover your magic 
in music. Early-Bird Discount - $50 
off if registered before Valentine’s 
Day! https://www.themountainrlc.
org/event/homecoming-2/

Sat., April 26
• Plateau Pickup. Keep High-

lands beautiful. Participate in Pla-
teau Pickup, a community-wide 
cleanup day dedicated to preserv-
ing our town’s natural beauty. For 
more info, go to highlandschamber.
org or call 828-526-2112. 

1st Sat., May-Oct. 
• Pop-Up Pipers Discover the 

magic of live music as the Pop-Up 
Pipers perform throughout town, 
adding a charming, musical twist to 
a Main Street stroll. For more info, 
go to highlandschamber.org or call 
828-526-2112. 
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114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Far from the 
maddening crowd.

Only 15 minutes to 
Highlands, this  

custom built  
family legacy home 
has “forever” views,  

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
office, 2 living rooms, 

wet bar.

Offered for 
$1,600,000

2514 Buck Knob Road
Scaly Mountain

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.



HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 828-506-0173 
Office: 828-526-4663 
debby@landmarkrg.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining

Closed until 
Spring

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning 
real estate 
experiece, choose 
an award-winning
agent.


