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The severe weather system that brought death and destruction across the country last week spared Highlands 
compared to elsewhere, but the saturated ground was no match for the hurricane force winds that uprooted 
complete trees – root ball and all – in several places in town. This massive tree fell on the Edelweiss Pastry 
Shop on N. 4th Street. Another uprooted tree blocked the drive-through at First Citizens Bank and a huge tree 
was uprooted next to the Outpost damaging an outbuilding and vehicle. A tree fell on a power line near Lake 
Sequoyah causing a power outage to the Highlands Plaza quadrant. See photos on page 11.
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Edelweiss Pastry Shop feels storm’s wrath

By Kristin Fox
At the March regular meet-

ing of  the Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners, county offi-
cials named Warren Cabe as the 
new county manager. Cabe has 
been serving the county as inter-

im county manager since Novem-
ber after the resignation of  former 
County Manager Derek Roland.

After a motion by Chairman 
Josh Young seconded by Board 
Member Gary Shields, the board 
unanimously voted to name Cabe 

the new county manager.
“This has been something 

that’s really given me anxiety,” said 
Young. “When you lose your em-
ployee, you scramble especially in 
this economy. We opened this up 

Cabe is new Macon County Manager

Local food banks and 
schools react to DOGE cuts
By Kim Lewicki

Last week, the USDA an-
nounced around $1 billion in cuts 
due to the cancellation of  the coun-
try’s Local Food for Schools (LFS) 
program and the Local Food Pur-
chase Assistance (LFPA) Coopera-
tive Agreement Program. 

The cuts come amid efforts by 
President Donald Trump’s admin-
istration to slash the federal budget 

In North Carolina, the USDA 
has canceled $11 million in fed-
eral funding for food banks like 
MANNA FoodBank that supplies 
Highlands Food Pantry, Highlands 
Emergency Council and Fishes and 
Loaves in Cashiers.

According to Claire Neal, 
CEO of  MANNA, federal fund-
ing programs like the LFPA pro-
gram are critical for investing in lo-
cal food systems in Western North 
Carolina.

“We see firsthand how the 
LFPA program creates a win-win-
win: it keeps local farmers thriving 
through direct sales, invests in our 
regional economy by purchasing 
goods close to home, and ensures 

our neighbors have fresh, nutri-
tious food on the table,” said 
Neal. “By directly buying produce, 
eggs, dairy, grains, and meat from 
nearby farms – many of  them still 
recovering from Hurricane He-
lene – LFPA doesn’t just provide 
funding; it knits together the local 
supply chain in a way that boosts 
farm incomes, keeps dollars cir-
culating in our communities, and 
delivers healthier meal options to 
those who need it most. Loosing 
this support is devastating.” 

Over the last fiscal cycle, 
MANNA was awarded $1,333,284 
from the USDA’s LFPA program 
with funds used to purchase pro-
duce, eggs, dairy, grains, and meat 
directly from 55 local and regional 
farms within a 400-mile radius. For 
2025, North Carolina’s allocation 
was expected to be $11,424,325. 

“However, we received no-
tice that this funding was termi-
nated on March 7,” said.Neal. “We 
strongly encourage community 
members, policymakers, and our 
food partner organizations across 
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At 2:30 a.m., March 14, a total lunar eclipse – 
when the entire moon falls within the umbra, 
the darkest part of Earth’s shadow – occured 
making it appear red-orange; hence the name 

Blood Moon.
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Thursday, March 20, is the 
annual Highlands Town 
Retreat, starting at 9 am in 

the arts and crafts room of  the 
Highlands Recreation Center. The 
retreat has been rescheduled twice 
now, but it is a go for Thursday. 
The retreat is open to the public.

We will also have our monthly 
Town Board meeting tonight at 
7 pm. This meeting will be at the 
Highlands Community Center 
next to the ball field. I anticipate 
the meeting being short with only a few items.

At the board meeting, commission-
ers will hear an update from Ted Orwell of  
UTEC concerning our wholesale power con-
tract. We have had a 20-year wholesale power 
contract with Duke Energy. It expires in the 
next three years and the town will have to 
enter a new contract with a wholesale electric 
provider.

When I first became mayor over a de-
cade ago, I thought the Duke contract was 
very long, and maybe we had a bad deal. I 
have changed my mind now. Way back 20 
years ago, the town locked down a very good 
pricing scale for electricity. My friends at Duke 

frequently remind me that we have 
had very good rates. 

The bad news is two-fold. 
The new electric provider will not 
want to commit to a 20-year con-
tract, given the electric power de-
mand is now constantly changing. 
And those low wholesale prices 
will probably be off  the table.

In the last few years electric 
power demand in this country has 
constantly increased. It isn’t be-
cause of  electric vehicles, although 

they will be part of  the equation in the future. 
More and more homes have increased their 
demand for electricity. A few years ago, a 200 
amp breaker system for a regular home was 
considered adequate. Now, new homes are in-
stalling 400 amp systems.

Another driver of  higher electrical costs 
will be bit-coin mining factories and AI cen-
ters. These technologies require ever-expand-
ing use of  power that will drive up costs for 
all consumers. The electric power industry 
is scrambling to meet this constantly grow-
ing demand by building new generator plants 
across the nation.

In short, our new wholesale electric con-
tract will have higher wholesale rates. While 
the town has not increased customer rates in 
nearly a decade, that line will not be able to 
be held in the coming years. Electric power 
generation and access will be a major national 
issue in the near future.

The board will also review the cham-
ber lease at the meeting. I hope this issue will 
come to an end Thursday night.

The Highlands and Mountain Top Rota-
ry clubs will present a design for a peace pole 
to be located on the campus of  the Highlands 
Community Center. Rotary International has 
installed several thousand peace poles over the 
last decade.

A discussion concerning the floor area 
ratio in B-1 will also be discussed. The ques-
tion is whether to change the ratio to allow 
more space flexibility in the zoning district.

The board will also appoint a new mayor 
pro temp, and go into closed session to get an 
update concerning the Huff  v Town of  High-
lands lawsuit. A superior judge recently issued 
a ruling, and our attorney, Bob Hagemann, 
will brief  the board. 

I will also hold my first community cof-
fee of  the year at the Hudson Library this Fri-
day at 11 am in the library meeting room. I will 
review the items of  the town retreat and items 
covered at the monthly board meeting.

Wholesale electric rates to be discussed
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Dan Doughty | 828.200.5047
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Lauren Dahl
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Real Estate anomalies on the plateau: 
An outsider’s POV

As a relative newcomer 
to the Highlands-
Cashiers real estate 

world, I’ve lost count of  
how many times I’ve texted 
colleagues asking, “Is this 
normal?” As a North Caro-
lina real estate continuing 
education provider, I’m well-
versed in the legalities and 
ethics of  North Carolina real 
estate contracts and transac-
tions, but the unique nuances 
of  the Plateau’s market come 
with a steep learning curve. 
That’s why I believe it would 
be especially challenging for 
an outsider to effectively rep-
resent buyers or sellers without being fully 
immersed in this distinctive market.

One unique aspect of  our area is the 
prevalence of  dual agency, where a single 
broker (or two brokers from one firm) 
represents both the buyer and seller in a 
transaction. In fact, 21% of  transactions re-
corded on our local MLS in 2024 involved 
just one broker. Given the high-dollar, high-
stakes nature of  our transactions, I’ve been 
surprised dual agency is so common. 

One possibility is that our clientele 
— typically second-home owners with fi-
nancial expertise and experience — are 
comfortable navigating deals without dedi-
cated representation. On the other hand, 
experienced investors often recognize the 
value of  having their own agent to advocate 
solely for their interests. Perhaps it’s a mat-
ter of  personal strategy — some may see 
dual agency as an efficiency, while others 
may view it as a risk.

Regardless, this practice is legal in 
North Carolina (it’s not in eight states) and 
can be ethical when handled with transpar-
ency and care. The key, as always, is ensuring 
that all parties fully understand the arrange-
ment and their options before making a de-
cision on whether or not to allow it. 

Along with dual agency, another fea-
ture that sets the Plateau apart is the infre-
quent use of  due diligence fees, a common 
practice in many other areas of  our state. 
From my experience in nearby Buncombe 
and Henderson counties, out-of-state buy-
ers are often surprised to learn that North 
Carolina typically includes the option for a 
non-refundable due diligence fee in its stan-
dard purchase contract. However, on the 
Plateau, these fees are much less common 
— a fact that can catch non-local brokers 

off  guard when trying to 
break into our market, espe-
cially those accustomed to 
explaining them repeatedly 
to out-of-state buyers.

I suspect this is due to 
two key factors: first, ap-
proximately 50% of  prop-
erty purchases here are 
all-cash transactions, and 
second, many buyers come 
from states where due dili-
gence fees don’t exist. While 
homes in this area tend to 
stay on the market longer 
— typically around four 
months for a single-family 
home — cash transactions 

close more quickly and with less friction 
from lenders, potentially reducing a seller’s 
demand of  a due diligence fee.

Another defining feature of  the Pla-
teau’s market is the prevalence of  exclusive 
communities, where access to properties 
often requires coordination with listing 
agents. Unlike standard “go and show” 
listings common in less-exclusive areas, ac-
cess isn’t granted with just a few clicks on 
an app. Gated entries, security systems, and 
key pickups must be coordinated within 
specific time frames. 

And for those hoping to drop by a pri-
vate golf  club or book a tee time to “check 
the place out,” it’s not that simple. Many 
area brokers develop a niche for a certain 
club because they are members themselves. 
In the most exclusive communities, this is 
the easiest way to gain access and see the 
amenities in-person. As you know, the Pla-
teau is both welcoming and exclusive — a 
unique blend of  hospitality and invitation-
only access.

Learning the Highlands-Cashiers real 
estate market has been an eye-opening ex-
perience. From the relative prevalence of  
dual agency to the absence of  due diligence 
fees and the exclusivity of  certain commu-
nities; it’s clear that this market marches to 
its own beat. Mastering these nuances takes 
time (which is why so many of  our area’s 
most successful brokers have been here for 
decades), but one thing is clear — hyper-
local expertise isn’t just beneficial, it’s es-
sential. 

• Lauren Dahl is the General Manager and 
Broker-in-Charge at Landmark Realty Group 
where she supports an elite team of  30+ brokers. 
She can be reached at 828-279-4700 or via email 
at lauren@landmarkrg.com.
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Mike Kinnebrew  |  April 23   

Matt Rogers  |  May 21   

Andrew Wooten  |  June 11     

Tennessee Bluegrass Band  |  July 16   

Darren Nicholson Band  |  August 13 

Jilly Martin & Ryan Brooks Kelly 
September 10

Erick Baker  |  October 8  

Mike Kinnebrew Fireside at The Farm 
December 17

2025
CONCERTS

View Details
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - 9p

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
Opening
March 22

Fridays & Saturdays

5:30-9p

Open 6 Days 
Closed Wed.

Closed Sun. Dinner

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Sat.. 11:30a to 5p 

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 
to place a pick-up order.

531 Smallwood Ave. 828-526-9419 HIGHLANDS

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!
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•Obituary• 
Jeanne Hayes Bowen, beloved moth-

er, grandmother, and friend, passed away 
peacefully on March 9, 2025. Born on May 
19, 1928, in Miami, Florida, to Dorothy T. 
Hayes and Walter H. Hayes, Jeanne lived a 
life filled with love, dedication, and service 
to others. 

A proud graduate of  Miami Edison 
High School, Class of  1946, Jeanne went 
on to attend the University of  Miami, 
where she excelled both academically and 
socially. She was the captain of  the cheer-
leading squad, a member of  Alpha Delta Pi 
Sorority, and the sweetheart of  Sigma Chi. 
She graduated with high honors in 1950, 
earning a Bachelor of  Science degree. Her 
passion for helping others led her to con-
tinue her education at the Miami Jackson 
School of  Nursing, where she became a 
Registered Nurse. 

Early in her career, Jeanne returned 
to her alma mater to teach nursing before 
embarking on a lifelong commitment to 

healthcare. Along the way, 
she married Dr. Alfred C. 
Bowen and became a devot-
ed mother to her two sons, 
Hayes (1961) and Christian 
(1962). Following her divorce 
in 1971, Jeanne dedicated 
herself  to providing the best 
life possible for her boys, 
working as a school nurse 
and administrative assistant 
to Marian Krutulis at Gulliver 
Academy in Coral Gables, a 
camp nurse at Camp Alpine 
in North Carolina, and as an 
RN Supervisor at the University of  Miami 
Hospital and Clinics. 

After retiring in 1992, Jeanne fulfilled a 
dream by relocating to a log cabin in Scaly 
Mountain, North Carolina. There, she im-
mersed herself  in the community, volunteer-
ing at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital gift 
shop, working part-time at Suzette’s Bou-

Jeanne Hayes Bowen
tique, and serving as president 
of  the Scaly Mountain Wom-
en’s Club and vice president 
of  the Highlands Women’s 
Club. She played a leadership 
role in organizing the original 
Highlands Arts and Crafts 
Show which continues to 
this day. Jeanne found joy in 
playing bridge with her Scaly 
Mountain friends, participat-
ing in local parades, and al-
ways lending a helping hand 
wherever needed. 

In her later years, Jeanne 
split her time between Miami and the moun-
tains she adored. Eventually, she settled in 
Mount Dora, Florida, before returning to 
North Carolina in 2021, where her son Hayes 
and his spouse Scott built a beautiful home 
with an attached cottage for her. Surrounded 
by family and the beauty of  the mountains, 
she found great happiness in her final years. 

Jeanne is survived by her two sons, 
Hayes Bowen (Scott Sasich) and Chris-
tian Bowen (Christine Bowen); and three 
beloved grandchildren, Tyler, Sydney, and 
Conner. She will be remembered for her 
unwavering and boundless love for her 
family, her warmth, and her generous spirit. 

Jeanne’s legacy is one of  love, generos-
ity, kindness and strength. She touched the 
lives of  many, and her memory will forever 
be cherished by those who knew and loved 
her. 

A celebration of  Jeanne’s life will be 
held at a later date. In lieu of  flowers, the 
family requests that donations be made in 
her honor to Sky Valley - Scaly Mountain 
Fire Department (http://www.svsmvfr.
org).

Online condolences can be left at 
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Cre-
matory is honored to serve the Bowen fam-
ily.

•Letter• 
Re: The ONLY uncertified race from November 2024 elections in the entire country!

Dear Editor,
It’s unfathomable that the citizens of  

North Carolina are still dealing with delays 
in the certification of  Justice Allison Riggs’s 
November 2024 election to the Supreme 
Court because of  baseless attempts to 
overturn the results of  a legitimate election. 

Her opponent, Judge Jefferson Grif-
fin, rightfully asked for a recount because 
of  a close election where Riggs’s was ahead 
by only 624 votes. Recounted twice, with 
both finding Riggs ahead by 724 votes, in-
stead of  gracefully accepting the outcome, 
Griffin, shamefully sued the North Caro-
lina State Board of  Elections, seeking to 
throw out over 60,000 votes on unfounded 
claims that they are invalid. 

According to the North Carolina 
Board of  Elections, even if  a voter does 
not have a driver’s license or social security 
number in their voter file – which could be 
due to a clerical error in the NC Division of  
Motor Vehicles or Social Security Admin-
istration databases – the voter law states 
neither are required – persons are entitled 
to vote by showing a valid ID. All voters 
on the Griffin List showed an ID to vote 
or included a copy of  a valid ID with their 
stateside absentee ballot. 

Griffin has also challenged 5,509 ab-
sentee ballots cast by military and overseas 

voters covered by the federal Uniformed 
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 
which contains no provision for providing 
photo identification. For all the rules Grif-
fin is claiming were broken however, he’s not 
challenging every voter who committed al-
leged violations; his challenges target certain 
demographics and counties that lean Demo-
cratic.

The case went to Wake County Supe-
rior Court where Griffin lost, and Judge Wil-
liam Pittman ruled that the State Board of  
Elections had every right to dismiss Griffin’s 
attempts to throw out the ballots. After his 
loss at trial, Griffin appealed to the Court of  
Appeals where he is currently a judge. The 
Board of  Elections then asked the NC Su-
preme Court to skip the Court of  Appeals 
and head directly to the Supreme Court for a 
speedier trial, which was supported by Riggs 
as well, because if  there is a tie in the judge-
ment, it follows the last court’s judgement-- 
the Wake County judgement. On Thursday 
February 20, 2025 the Supreme Court shot 
down that request in a 4-2 vote allowing 
the case to take the slower path that Griffin 
sought through the Court of  Appeals. 

There are two dissenting justices on the 
NC Supreme Court, one Democrat and one 
Republican. Republican Justice Dietz wrote 
in his dissent, “Permitting post-election liti-

gation that seeks to rewrite our state’s elec-
tion rules — and, as a result, remove the 
right to vote in an election from people who 
already lawfully voted under the existing 
rules — invites incredible mischief.” 

The interference of  the state Supreme 
Court in the electoral process sets a danger-
ous precedent. Recounts of  close elections 
are customary in democracy; however, disre-

garding the results of  those counts is dan-
gerous and undermines the people’s will. 

Jefferson Griffin needs to respect the 
democratic process and concede, while the 
court needs to dismiss the baseless accusa-
tions and uphold the results of  the Riggs 
election. 

 Kelli Davis, Cashiers
Karen Hawk Highlands 

This weekend, the Highlands Cashiers 
Players presents “The Outsider,” the first 
full-length production of  their 30th anniver-
sary season, March 20 - 23 and 27 - 30 at the 
Martin Lipscomb Theater in the PAC. “The 
Outsider” is written by Paul Slade Smith and 
directed by Michael Lanzilotta. Cathy Myers 
is the assistant director, and Jayne Pleasants 
is the line coach. 

This two-act non-partisan political 
comedy focuses on Ned Newley, the lieu-
tenant governor of  a small state. After he is 
unexpectedly thrust into the limelight when 
the governor resigns due to a scandal, it be-
comes quickly apparent that Ned is a genius 
at policy but a disaster at public speaking and 
politics. The focus then turns keeping Ned in 
office following a disastrous televised swear-
ing-in ceremony.

The cast includes Ron Leslie as Ned 

Newley, Craig Eister as his loyal chief-of-
staff  Dave Riley, and April Getz as Paige 
Caldwell, an experienced pollster who Dave 
has hired to help Ned navigate politics. Di-
andra Mundy who plays Louise Peakes, 
who starts out as a temporary receptionist 
in the governor’s office and somehow ends 
up as the replacement nominee for lieuten-
ant governor. That “somehow” has a lot to 
do with high-profile Washington political 
consultant Arthur Vance, played by Randy 
Lucas. 

Thursday and Friday performances 
are at 7:30pm and the Saturday and Sunday 
shows are 2pm matinees. 

The opening night performance 
features a free wine and hors d’oeuvres 
reception. Tickets are available at high-
landscashiersplayers.com, or by calling 828-
526-9047. 

HCP presents “The Outsider” March 20-23 & 27-30
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Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Open for
Lunch

11a to 3p
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Open Tues. - Sat. 

...CABE continued from page 1
publicly and had some interest. We had a 
lot of  applications but very few were quali-
fied.”

“Fortunately, we had a gentleman 
(Cabe) step up, and he has absolutely 
knocked it out of  the park,” he added. “I’ve 
spoken with about every department head 
in this county, and we have overwhelming-
ly great reviews. They are not all just flat-
tering; he’s making them go to work and 
expecting a very high performance which 
is a very high priority of  mine.”

Since being named interim county 
manager, Cabe has taken charge of  the 
county affairs including two large capital 
projects – the Highlands School renova-
tions and expansion and the Franklin High 
School replacement facility. Both proj-

ects are well underway and moving along 
smoothly.

Cabe also stated he would immediately 
get to work on finding a replacement for his 
former role of  Macon County Director of  
Emergency Management Services (EMS). 
Prior to serving as the interim county man-
ager Cabe was the county’s EMS director.

Cabe started working for Macon Coun-
ty as a part-time 9-1-1 telecommunicator in 
1990, becoming a full-time 9-1-1 telecom-
municator in 1992. The following year, he 
transferred to EMS as a paramedic. 

In 1996, Cabe was promoted to EMS 
director in 1996 and served in that role un-
til 2011. He left Macon County government 
to become the fire chief  for the Town of  
Franklin in 2011. 

Cabe was named the 
Franklin Town Manager in 
2013 and served in that role un-
til 2014. In 2014, he returned to 
Macon County to serve again 
as the EMS director. 

Cabe has a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Business Administra-
tion with a concentration in 
Management from Mars Hill 
University. He is a certified 
NC EMT-Paramedic obtain-
ing this certification through 
Southwestern Community Col-
lege. Cabe previously has held 
a Critical Care Paramedic Certification with 
concentrations for both adult and pediatric 
patients obtained through a shared course 
through the University of  Maryland-Bal-
timore County and Asheville-Buncombe 
Technical Community College.

Cabe said he wanted to continue the 
work started by the previous boards and 
managers providing the best quality ser-
vices to the residents and visitors of  Macon 
County in the most financially responsible 
way possible. 

“I appreciate the opportunity,” said 
Cabe. “I’ve been asked by a lot of  folks how 
it’s been, and it’s definitely been challenging, 

but I have good relationships 
with the board, the depart-
ments and other agencies.” 

Change to Public 
Comment

In other business, the 
board moved forward with a 
change to the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners 
Rules of  Procedure. After 
the recommendation of  
Chairman Young, the board 
decided to change the allot-
ted time individuals have to 
speak during public com-

ment. Individuals signed up to speak dur-
ing the public comment period will now 
be allotted three minutes rather than five 
minutes to address the board. 

Young suggested the change to give 
more citizens the opportunity to speak 
during public comment. With the 45-min-
ute allotted time for public comment, the 
change will give 15 people the opportunity 
to speak rather than just 9 speakers.

The rules of  procedure also states that 
additional time periods may not be yielded 
to a speaker by another individual who has 
also signed up to speak.

Warren Cabe
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Danielle Adriana
Beauty Specialists 

322 Main St Highlands NC • 828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Eyebrow Tints and Facial Waxing

• Dermalogica Facials
• Obagi

Monday 

App
oin

tm
en

ts 

Ava
ila

ble

NOW OPEN!

•HS Sports News•
Highlands Weekly Sports Recap

By Brett Lamb
Athletic Director

The past week was packed 
with action for Highlands’ high 
school and middle school ath-
letes, with strong performances 
across multiple sports. Here’s a 
recap of  how our teams fared:

High School Boys Golf  @ 
Swain (March 10)

The Highlands High School 
boys’ golf  team had an impres-
sive outing at Swain, finishing in 
3rd place with a team score of  
196. Individually, Chase Kenter 
secured a 2nd place finish with 
a score of  44, while Carson For-
rester followed closely behind, 
earning 4th place with a score of  

45.
High School Girls Soccer @ 

Swain (March 13)
The Highlands girls’ soc-

cer team faced a tough challenge 
against Swain, ultimately falling 
4-1. The team’s lone goal came 
from Gaby Diaz, who put in a 
strong performance despite the 
loss.

High School Girls Soccer @ 
Blue Ridge (March 17)
The girls bounced back in a 

big way in their match against Blue 
Ridge, dominating with a 9-1 vic-
tory. Gabi Diaz and Aislynn Wy-
att-Luck both scored four goals 
each, while Jordyn Borino added 
one to the tally, securing a well-

Middle School golf team.

earned win for the team.
Middle School Golf  @ 

The Orchard (March 17)
The middle school golf  team 

competed at The Orchard, where 
6th grader Brynn Mason shined 
as the girls’ medalist with a low 
score of  39. On the boys’ side, 
Highlands’ top scorers were Sam 
Conner (46), Walker Kittrell (51), 
and Camden Westendorf  (58). 
The boys’ team finished in 3rd 
place overall.

Middle School Track @ 
Hayesville (March 17)
The Highlands middle 

school track team showcased 
some incredible performances 
at Hayesville, with many athletes 

achieving personal bests. Among 
the standout performances:

• Annabelle Hays took 1st 
place in the 100m hurdles.

• Riley Brooks placed 6th in 
the 1600m (mile).

• The boys’ 4x100 relay team 
finished in 4th place.

In addition, the following 
Highlands High School Varsity 
Basketball Players received Little 
Smoky Mountain All-Conference 

and All-District Honorable Men-
tion honors: Jordyn Borino, 
Hunter Conner, Aislynn Wyatt-
Luck, Kasen Mitchell, Isaiah 
Vilardo and Coach Brett Lamb 
was named Girls Coach of  The 
Year. 

Congratulations to all our 
athletes for their hard work and 
dedication! We look forward to 
more great performances in the 
coming weeks. Go Highlands!

...FOOD continued from page 1
the region to advocate robust sup-
port for local agriculture and food 
banks – whether through the res-
toration of  LFPA or similar fund-
ing streams – so we can continue 
to invest in our local farms and 
provide food to every neighbor in 
need.”

President of  Highlands 
Emergency Council Teresa Speed 
said the Emergency Council gets 
20,000 pounds of  food every oth-
er week – fresh produce, canned 
and packaged goods – mostly 
from the MANNA FoodBank.

“It’s ludicrous to pull that 
amount of  money,” said Speed. 
“So many people are in dire straits 
when it comes to food. We have 
no idea how we are going to feed 
people. Regardless of  who you 
are, or what you believe, you need 
food.” 

According to T.J. Smith, exec-
utive director of  the International 
Friendship Center and the High-
lands Food Pantry, the impact of  
cuts to LFPA will probably impact 
the Food Pantry down the road 
relative to USDA marketplace and 
farm subsidies.

“For us, the impact at this 
point is minimal because we 
made a commitment to keeping 
fresh produce on-hand long be-
fore LFPA and, thus, have funds 
already built into our budget for 

that purpose,” said Smith. “How-
ever, the impact of  the cuts will 
be felt all down the food supply 
chain.”

Speed said the cuts will defi-
nitely affect the food aspect of  the 
Emergency Council which also 
provides clothing, firewood and 
household goods.

“We are going to have a meet-
ing to brainstorm and see what can 
be done and what we can come up 
with to continue feeding people,” 
said Speed. “Highlands has people 
who have the means to help, and 
they have said they will, but we’re 
not sure people understand how 
much food goes out.”

Fishes and Loaves Food Pan-
try, in Cashiers will likely also be 
impacted.

“Since the major portion of  
the food we distribute has histori-
cally come from MANNA, any 
defunding of  USDA would likely 
have a significant impact on the 
availability of  food for free distri-
bution in our area,” said Peter Hall 
with the Grants & Funding arm of  
Fishes & Loaves. 

The programs affected by the 
DOGE cuts – the Local Food for 
Schools (LFS) and Local Food Pur-
chase Assistance (LFPA) -- were 
designed as active subsidies for 
farmers that provided resources 
specifically for school systems and 

food banks to purchase food from 
local producers, including fruit and 
vegetable farmers and those culti-
vating proteins from livestock. 

For schools, this provided 
additional funding designated spe-
cifically to improve nutrition for 
many school children, for whom 
school breakfast and school lunch 
are their most consistent sources 
of  nutrition. 

According to Macon County 
Schools Nutrition Director David 
Lightner, school nutrition pro-
grams have already felt the harm-
ful impacts of  federal funding cuts. 

“Macon County Schools, has 
already experienced the elimina-
tion of  the Local Food for Schools 
grant,” he said. “This cut will nega-
tively affect Macon County, as our 
program is expected to lose over 
$50,000 this school year due to this 
grant being removed.”

In addition, proposed cuts to 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) and Med-
icaid would make it more difficult 
for families to qualify for free and 
reduced meals. 

“These cuts and regulatory 
changes are undermining the abil-
ity to meet the needs of  students 
who rely on school meals to fulfill 
their basic nutritional needs and 
succeed in the classroom,” said 
Lightner.



Page 10 - Highlands Newspaper -Thursday., March 20, 2025 - 828-200-1371

Spiritually Speaking 
 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: 9a Fellowship; 9:30a Adult Christian Ed; 10:30a 
Holy Eucharist; Wed. Bible Study & Compline Prayer 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 

www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 7p 
(Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & 11 am; Coffee Hour 
following 11 am Service

Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p
www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United 
Methodist Church

Remember 
For Me

Should my mind diminish
and darkness overwhelm,

so that simple things elude me
in that murky, foggy, realm. 

I ask of you one favor,
if you could take the time.
Please remember for me

when the dots are hard to find.

Remind me of the pleasant days
when life was full of joy.

Recall to me our laughter,
when we were girls and boys.

Tell stories that I love to hear,
over and over again.

And even if I forget your name,
I’ll know I’m with a friend. 

Tell me I made a difference,
if indeed that is the case.

As I study carefully,
your gentle voice, and face. 

For perhaps a time is coming,
when my memory dies away,

and I’ll need the patience of a friend
to sit with me that day.

Try not to ask me questions
because I’ll search and strain
for answers that came easily
when I had a healthy brain.

You won’t always get it right,
don’t worry, grace abounds.
But if you’ll journey with me,

your gift will be profound. 

Love can be a burden,
we all know it’s true.

But if you’ll just be gentle,
and do the best that you can do,

you’ll give a timeless blessing,
the blessing of your care.

And I will be so very blessed
just to know you’re there. 

So please remember for me.
Tell me stories to delight.

And you’ll be to me, like Jesus,
walking with me in the night. 
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Feb. 16. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have 
been used. 

Feb. 16
• At 1:30 a.m., officers responded 

to a call of someone taking a jacket that 
didn’t belong to them from the Ugly Dog 
Pub.

March 3
• At 8:58 a.m., officers responded to 

a 1-vehicle accident at Sherwood Forest 
and US 64 east (Cashiers Road).

March 5
• At 9 a.m., officers responded to an 

unattended death at a residence on Up-
per Buttermilk Road.

March 12
• At 3:32 p.m., officers responded to a 

call of shoplifting at Sphinx Gas Station on 
N. 4th Street where someone left without 
paying for a coke.

March 14
• At 12:30 p.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident in the Highlands Plaza 
parking lot.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from March 11.

March 11
• At 12:18 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on NC 106 

•CHHS News• 

Photo by Marty Boone

Handsome Homer needs a home. 
Sweet, gentle, seven-year-old Homer 
is a recent arrival at the Cashiers-
Highlands Humane Society. He is 
housetrained, easygoing and affec-
tionate. Homer’s adoption fee is only 
$50 which includes already being neu-
tered, microchipped, and up to date 
on vaccinations. For more information 
please visit chhumanesociety.org or 
call (828)743-5752.

(Dillard Road).
• At 3:03 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Aunt Dora 
Drive.

March 12
• At 5:35 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Country Club 
Drive.

• At 2:36 p.m., the dept. provided 
public assistance at a residence on Wilson 
Road.

• At 2:58 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Clubhouse 
Trail.

March 14
• At 5:45 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on Main Street.
March 15
• At 7:36 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on US 64 west 
(Franklin Road).

March 16
• At 9:10 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a call of a tree down on Lower Lake Road.
• At 10:07 a.m., the dept. provided 

traffic control on Buck Creek Road.
March 17
• At 2:51 p.m., the dept. investigated 

the cause of smoke at a location on This-
tle Drive.

First Citizens Bank.

The Outpost outbuilding.

Uprooted trees fell Saturday night

Photos by Kim Lewicki
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 
Available

• • •
LISA THOMPSON

DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 

AA is here to help
24/7 

828.349.4357
For Help 

and 
Information

DON’T LET YOUR DRINKING SPOIL
YOUR FUN 

CALL

AA
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

•Classifieds•
WANTED
SEEKING GARAGE RENTAL for auto 

storage. Secure, long or short-term. 561-866-8631 
(st. 3/6)

HELP WANTED
ALLISON DIANE CLOTHING, upscale 

clothing. Stop by to pick up application. corner of 
Main and 4th St. 828-526-5404. (st. 3/20) 

DONLEON’S IS HIRING FOR THE 
KITCHEN LINE Consider joining the crazy 
crew working for the craziest old guy in Highlands 
... this is the most fun you can have without drink-
ing! Eat anything you want and Dance with the 
Don .... no kidding. Drop by to chat with DonLeon 
or call 828-200-9334. (st. 3/13)

FOR SALE
1965 SUNBEAM TIGER – restored, great 

condition. Hard top, 5-speed. Call 404-966-0283. 

(st. 3/6)

ANTIQUE 5-DRAWER PINE DESK. 58”w 
x 27 1/2”d x 30 1/2” h. $500. Call 828-526-2801 or 
text 404-550-1565. (st. 3/20)

LAND FOR SALE - 2 tracts, 7.5 miles south 
of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best 
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring 
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000. 
828-974-1137. (5/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. 
call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k 
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer 
run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for 
more info. (st. 11/22/24)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek 
RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky 
Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and 
storage shed. $195,000. For more info call 828-421-
1709 or email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

FOR RENT
FURNISHED 2BD, 2.5BA TOWNHOUSE 

IN SHELBY PLACE. Less than a mile from town. 
Long Term preferred. Call Jennifer at 828-371-2582 
(st. 2/6)

WORKFORCE HOUSING - 2 bedroom/2 

bath and 3 bedroom/2 bath with between High-
lands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, 
& washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires. (828)482-4239, 
(st. Jan. 2025)

SERVICES 
JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take any-

thing. Call 828-200-0492 (4/10)
(RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING SERVICE – 

Will come to your home to pick up recycables. Call 
or text for details 828-421-2655. (4/30

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call 
for details. 828-421-2655. (4/30) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN 
– Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, 
Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. 
Insured. 828-200-4071. (4/30)

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take any-
thing. Call 828-200-0492 (4/30) 

CAREGIVER/SITTER with 40 years experi-
ence available for part-time personal care, errands, 
transportation, meals, etc. Highlands full-time resi-
dent. Robert Doe 828.399.0262. (st. 8/29)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior 
painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log 
homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 
or 828-421-8600. (3/28)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (5/1)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

Steve Hott
Head Coach
Highlands Hurricanes 

On Saturday, March 15, 24 Highlands Hurricanes 
members traveled to Cullowhee to swim in the first meet 
ever in the new Jackson County Aquatics Center. The Hur-
ricanes prevailed 356 to 289 over the Jackson County Swim 
Team.

The Hurricanes were led by Jr. Olympians Aniah Mc-
Kim, Justin Powell and Bella Batista each winning 5 events 
and scoring 24 pts. 

Ian Batista and Jr. Olympians Dodo Zhang and Eliza-
beth Burnette all won 4 events and added 22 pts. Anna Ni-
cole Shchelgachova won 3 events and scored 19 pts. Mor-
gan Mason, Katherine Wise and Hananiah Edwards scored 
18 points. Edwards won 3 events, Mason and Wise, 1. Jr. 
Olympian Emilina Hernández brought home 16.5 pts. and 

won 3 events.
Jaycee Powell and Andre Jimenez scored 11 pts – Pow-

ell won 2 events, Jimenez, 1. Ivan Shchelgachov and Benji 
Vines scored 11 pts. Vines also won an event. Aleks Petric-
Sakonjic scored 10.5, Kate Vanderweile, 10, Stella Kerr and 
Agatha Jestin, 9, Alex Lopez and Max Jestin, 8, Emily Ma-
son and Azariah Edwards, 7, and Nehemiah Edwards, 6.

The next Hurricanes meet will be Saturday, April 26, 
2025 at home.

The Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team are a High-
lands Recreation Park Team that practices in the evenings at 
the Highlands Recreation Park Pool. The only requirement 
to join the team is that a potential swimmer must be able 
to swim 25 yards (1 length of  the rec park pool) unassisted. 
For further information please call Head Coach Steve Hott 
at 828.421.4121.

Highlands Hurricanes win St. Patrick’s Invitational
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WINTER POOL 
SCHEDULE
Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-
1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru 
Thurs. 3:30-7pm, Saturday 11am-
6pm and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. ev-

ery Monday - Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), 

MOVIES
• No Movies at the Martin 

Lipscomb Performing Arts Center 
at PAC on Chestnut Street this 
weekend.

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm, March 

21-22, April 4-5 and 18-19.
March 20 - 23
• At the MLT at PAC, HCP’s 

“The Outsider,” 7:30p Thurs. and 
Fri. and 2p Sat. and Sun. The opening 
night performance will be followed 
by a free wine and hors d’oeuvres 
reception. Tickets are available at 

•Highlands Area Events•
highlandscashiersplayers.com, or by 
calling 828-526-9047. 

Thurs., March 20
• Highlands Town Board Retreat 

at the Rec Park 9a to 3p.
Fri., March 21
• Community Coffee with May-

or Pat Taylor in the Hudson Library 
meeting room 11 a.m. He will be 
discussing the upcoming 2025-2026 
budget.

• At the Rec Park, Senior Lunch 
at 12 noon.

March 22
• At the Bascom, a spring exhibi-

tions reception at 3p. It’s free.
Wed., March 26
• The Cashiers Historical So-

ciety and Albert Carlton-Cashiers 
Community Library will present 
Lillian Smith: Breaking the Silence, a 
film screening exploring the life and 
legacy of Southern writer and activ-
ist Lillian Smith. th, from 3-5pm. This 
event is free and open to the public, 
with a discussion to follow.

March 27-30
• At the MLT at PAC, HCP’s 

“The Outsider,” 7:30p Thurs. and Fri. 
and 2p Sat. and Sun. Tickets are avail-
able at highlandscashiersplayers.com, 

or by calling 828-526-9047. 
April 11-12
• At the Bascom, Clay Sympo-

sium. Free. 
April 13-18
• At the Mountain Learn-

ing Center, Music Week. Classes, 
workshops, and one-on-one ses-
sions with nationally touring musi-
cians. Early-Bird Discount - $50 off 
if registered before Valentine’s Day! 
https://www.themountainrlc.org/
event/homecoming-2/

Sat., April 26
• Plateau Pickup. Keep High-

lands beautiful is a community-wide 
cleanup day dedicated to preserving 
our town’s natural beauty. For more 
info, go to highlandschamber.org or 
call 828-526-2112. 

• Start-up funding to benefit 
Sol & Son DLA will be raised at 
the La Copa Primavera Inaugural 
Golf Tournament at Sky Valley 
Country Club. For information 
about the gol f  tournament , 
contact David@cbchighlands.com.

• The Pop-Up Pipers will appear 
in unexpected locations throughout 
downtown Highlands 4:30-5p

May-Sept.
• Outdoor Concert Series. 

Every Friday and Saturday evening 
6-8:30 p.m. in Town Square and KH 
Founders Park. 

May 1-4
• At PAC, Educational Theatre 

performance, Matilda.
Sat., May 17
• High Style. Explore the inter-

section of style and culture during 
the High Style event. For more info, 
go to highlandschamber.org or call 
828-526-2112. 

May 23-26
• At The Mountain Learn-

ing Center, Homecoming – Join us 
for our 45th Annual Gathering of 
Members and Friends from as we 
renew old connections and make 
new ones! Through workshops, en-
tertainment and the annual meeting, 
we will speak of current projects 
and possibilities for the future. Fea-
tured Presentation: Environmental 
Impacts on Wellbeing with Dr. Ste-
phen Lloyd. https://www.themoun-
tainrlc.org/event/homecoming-2/

Thurs., June 12
• Volunteer Fair. Looking to 

give back? Find the perfect volun-
teering opportunity at our annual 
Volunteer Fair, where local organi-
zations share ways to make a differ-
ence. For more info, go to highland-
schamber.org or call 828-526-2112. 

•Biz/Org News•

The Bascom: A 
Center for the Visual 
Arts is pleased to an-
nounce the appoint-
ment of  Billy Love as 
its new Executive Di-
rector. A longtime lead-
er within the organiza-
tion, Love has played 
a vital role in The Bas-
com’s growth, serving 
in various leadership 
capacities, including 
multiple terms as Inter-
im Executive Director.

“Well known and respected 
across the Plateau, and a gifted 
leader in the nonprofit arts sector, 

Love named Executive Director 
at The Bascom

Billy Love

Billy has been at The 
Bascom for more 
than a decade,” said 
Ann Wrobleski, Chair 
of  The Bascom’s 
Board of  Direc-
tors. “He has served 
as Interim Execu-
tive Director several 
times, and the Board 
is delighted to remove 
the ‘Interim’ from his 
title. The future of  
The Bascom is bright 
for many reasons, 

and under Billy’s leadership, it’s 
brighter still.”

L a n d m a r k 
Realty Group and 
Landmark Vaca-
tion Rentals have 
named industry vet-
eran Lauren Dahl as 
their new General 
Manager and Bro-
ker-in-Charge. 

Bringing more 
than 15 years of  
experience in prop-
erty management, 
brokerage leader-
ship, and real estate 
education, Dahl 
will oversee Landmark’s five real 
estate sales and vacation rental of-
fices across Sapphire, Cashiers, and 
Highlands.

Dahl brings extensive experi-
ence in real estate sales and short 
and long-term property manage-
ment, having owned and led bro-
kerages in Salt Lake City, Utah; 
Portland, OR; and Asheville, NC.

As an approved continuing 
education provider with the North 
Carolina Real Estate Commission, 
Dahl teaches required broker-in-
charge and general update courses. 
She will serve as a key resource 
to Landmark’s brokers, ensuring 
the highest standards of  legal and 
ethical compliance for the firm’s 
clients.

Dahl joined Landmark as a 

Landmark names Dahl 
General Manager and BIC

Project Manager 
in 2024 and has 
quickly made an 
impact by imple-
menting key ini-
tiatives, including 
enhancing broker 
training and men-
torship, optimiz-
ing technology 
and operations, 
and strengthen-
ing recruitment 
and retention of  
high-performing, 
c l i en t - focused 

brokers. Looking ahead, she 
plans to introduce innovative 
marketing strategies and forge 
strategic partnerships to drive the 
company’s continued growth and 
success.

Dahl will primarily be based 
at Landmark’s Frank Allen loca-
tion in Cashiers while regularly 
rotating between the company’s 
other four offices to support 
its team of  experienced, top-
performing brokers. As a newer 
member of  the community, she 
welcomes industry partners, local 
residents, and prospective clients 
to connect and collaborate. She 
can be reached at lauren@land-
markrg.com or 828-743-0510, 
extension 3645.

Lauren Dahl
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114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Far from the 
maddening crowd.

Only 15 minutes to 
Highlands, this  

custom built  
family legacy home 
has “forever” views,  

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
office, 2 living rooms, 

wet bar.

Offered for 
$1,600,000

2514 Buck Knob Road
Scaly Mountain

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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2
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13
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

SOLD



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Opening March 22

Fridays & Saturdays
5:30-9p

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

 5

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning 
real estate 
experiece, choose 
an award-winning
agent.

Why call Jody? 
Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina 
for over a decade-and for good reason! 
Whether you're buying or selling, she 
brings unparalleled market expertise, 
top-tier negotiation skills and a 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
results. Your dream home or top-dollar 
sale is just one call away-you deserve 
the best! With over $1 Billion in sales. 
you can be the next beneficiary of this 
track record. 
Call her personally at 828.226.6303. #1 Broker 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

$1 Billion+ 
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME 

ToplOO 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT 
WORLDWIDE 


