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On-Going

« Every Tuesday evening, Spiritual Cin-
ema Circle at The Instant Theatre Company
at 7 pm. Visionary, inspiring movie. $5

+ Live music nightly at ...on the Veran-
dah at 7 p.m. Chad Reed plays Wednesday
- Sunday night and Sunday Brunch; Angie
Jenkins plays Mondays; Paul Scott plays
every Tuesday.

* Live piano music with Hal Phillips at
Skyline Lodge & Restaurant every Friday and
Saturday night and Sunday brunch.

* Live music at Fressers in Helen’s Barn
featuring Cy Timmons Wed. through Sat., 6
p.m. until.

* Live music at Cyprus Restaurant ev-
ery Friday at 9:30 p.m.

« Live music at SweeTreats every Fri-
day and Saturday.

+ Highlands Wine and Cheese Shop:
Wine Flights Saturday from 4:30-6:30.

* Live music at Wolfgang's Bistro ev-
ery Sun. and Mon. it's Momo on Piano; ev-
ery Wed. it's Paul Scotts Trio; and every
Thurs, & Fri it's Rickey Dean on piano.

Aug. 17-20

* The Highlands Community Players
present “Simon Suites” episodes from Neil
Simon. Call 526-8084 for tickets.

Aug. 17-27

* “Too Kill A Mockingbird” at the High-
lands Playhouse. Tues.-Sat. at 8 p.m. and
Sunday at 2 p.m. Call 526-2695.

Aug. 17

» \Women's Health Series, with Dr. Sue
Aery of Cashiers-Highlands Chiropractic and
Acupuncture and Whole Life Market at High-
lands Whole Life Market. 5:30-7 p.m. Sub-
ject: Stress and Hormones. Call 526-5999.

At Bascom-Louise Gallery, Every-
thing You Ever Wanted to Know about Pot-
tery with Pat Taylor. 7 p.m. Free/donation.

Aug.18

« At Instant Theatre, Cocktail Hour The-
atre - doors open at 5:30, Call 828.342.9197
for tickets— only 2 more shows left!

Aug. 19

At Instant Theatre on Main Street,
Songwriters in the Round. Thea and The
Greenman, 7 p.m. Call 828.342.9197.

* Fisher Garden Tour 10-12:30. Car-
pools leave from the Gazebo on Pine Street
every half hour. Tickets are $25, available at
the Episcopal Church in Highlands. Proceeds
benefit the church’s outreach programs.

At ...onthe Verandah, Live Music with
Trio Lococo from 9 p.m. — midnight.

Aug. 21

* Mirror Lake Improvement Association
Annual Meeting. Rec Park - 7:30 p.m.

+ “Dine Around the Club,” hosted by
members of the Cullasaja Women’s Out-
reach. Cocktails and dinner at 14 different
houses, with a dessert finale at the club-
house. All proceeds go to Highlands’ area
charities selected by members of the CWO.

Aug. 23

 The Hudson Library hosts guest
speaker Marshall Frank, retired police cap-
tain and homicide detective from Miami-
Dade, author of five suspense/mystery nov-
els at 3 p.m. He will sign his latest book, “A
Miami Novel.”

A multi-family complex on
Harris Lake might not be dead in
the water after all.

At the Aug. 16 Town Board
meeting, developer Bill Nellis con-
vinced commissioners that the
four, four-plex buildings and one
single-family home on 4.4 acres

Locally Owned & Operated

on Harris Lake and its “Picnic
Park” deeded to the town was the
lesser of two evils. But more im-
portantly, he said it was a wise use
of the property.

“Four units in four buildings
leaves more open space, more
undisturbed forested areas and a
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Condominims on Harris Lake possible

public park on a waterfront,” said
Nellis. “You won't have the lake
lined with massive houses. And if
you think that scenario’s not go-
ing to happen, you have your
heads buried in the sand.”

He said economics won't

«See CONDOMINIUMS page 10

Highlands School Principal Brian Jetter (center) with Assistant Principal Terry Bradley (left)
and Guidance Counselor Thomas Jessup (right), met with the community Tuesday, Aug. 15
in the lobby of the school during the PTOs “Meet the Principal” reception. Jetter says he’s
got a “great team in place.” In addition to new teachers in each “school,” students will
have new course offerings to look forward to this year.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

With board OK, team in place at school

Just in time for the first day of
school, Friday, Aug. 25, the last few
vacancies at Highlands School
have been filled.

At Monday night’s Macon
County School Board meeting,

Weekend Weather:

s Possible

78-62°F

Scattered

77-62°F 79-63°F

members took care of a lot of
personnel business and filled
several positions.

With board approval, Terry
Bradley joins the administration
as Assistant Principal at Highlands
School. He takes over for Mark
Thomas who went to Louisiana.

Bradley is married with two
children, an eight-month old and
an 11-year-old. He has a bachelors
in art degree in physical education
from the University of South
Carolina and a masters in
education administration and

supervision. He was a teacher and
coach in South Carolina from
1985-1999; assistant principal at
Newberry Middle School in
Newberry, S.C. from 2001-2004
and a biology teacher at Newberry
High School from 2004-2006. He
also taught at Walhalla, S.C.
“You come to a point when
you start looking for a good place
to raise your kids and this is it,”
he said Tuesday, at the “Meet the
Principal” affair at Highlands
School.
«See BOARD page 6
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Restaurants
get ‘parking’
reprieve

The parking issue for four res-
taurants outside the B1 zoning
district may be nearing a resolu-
tion.

At the Aug. 16 Town Board
meeting, commissioners heard
from the owner of Don Leon’s res-
taurant concerning parking re-
straints that could affect his abili-
ty to do business in the years to
come.

“We are living with an axe
over our heads,” said Leon. “This
is a frustrating way to do busi-
ness.”

Don Leon’s is one of four res-
taurants in town which fall under
the old ordinance allowing re-
mote parking at another establish-
ment if within a 400-foot radius

«See REPRIEVE page 8

Noise ordinance
changed again

Changes made to the noise
ordinance at the July 26 Town
Board meeting have been changed
again.

At the Aug. 16 Town Board
meeting, the board ruled 3-2 to
change the start-up time to 7:30
a.m. instead of 8 a.m.

Noise due to work-related ac-
tivities can begin at 7:30 a.m. and
must end at 6 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Work-related
noise isn't allowed on the week-
ends or on five federal holidays —
Memorial Day, July 4™, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Commissioners Amy Patterson

«See NOISE page 9
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Riverwalk, revisited

Dear Editor,

Readings from recent newspaper
stories regarding the Riverwalk
development, concerns over a project of
this magnitude voiced at the original
Planning Board meetings, are,
unfortunately, proving to be well
founded.

In finance, there is a procedure
called “Due Diligence.” and, it refers to
the process of research and analysis that
takes place in advance of an investment.
In lay terms, due diligence is the
responsibility one has to investigate and
identify issues, and due care is doing
something about the findings from due
diligence. From the issues raised in
newspaper coverage of recent meetings
of the Planning Commission and the
Town Board concerning Riverwalk, it is
becoming increasingly apparent that
there was not a whole lot of due
diligence involved in the genesis and
subsequent approval of this
development. | realize the advantage
that exists in using hindsight to identify
problems associated with Riverwalk,
but on the rare occasion for Highlands
of developing a subdivision with 68
homes carrying a potential resale value
of $50,000,000 plus warrants a project
retrospective.

Ecological concerns of silt runoff
into Cullasaja River and ultimately to
an already endangered Mirror Lake are
now a reality. Despite remedying
erosion control, the original silt genie
cannot be put back in the bottle. The
change in management responsibility at
this time is also disturbing, in that the
new principal managing partner, Don
Chandler, is quoted as saying “This is
the biggest project either Bill
(Turrentine, brother of the original
managing partner, Tom Turrentine) or |
have ever been involved in and we
think it's the most important project to
the town and will have the biggest
impact.”

In addition to improved analysis of
new constructions permits, the
problems associated with this project
require the Town Board revisit previous
recommendations for a full time
compliance officer, and adopt penalties
for non-compliance that have
significant financial impact. Currently,
Zoning Administrator, Larry Gatenbein,
has a duty full plate and can't be
expected to be fully responsible for
compliance matters.

The Highlands Plateau has a finite
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area for residential development, so
proposed future use of the plateau must
be carefully monitored, and subject to
the afore mentioned “Due Diligence.”
Bill Conway
Highlands

O’Neil confused

about the issues

Dear Editor,

I have little respect for someone who
not only misquotes me in the newspaper
but also has little respect himself for a
community which is trying to protect
itself against poor development
planning.

He is putting his individual needs
(i.e., perceived excessive noise) above the
greater good of the community.

Our Board of Commissioners has
bent over backwards to appease Bob
O’Neil by changing the noise ordinance.

The Town will interpret this
ordinance in appropriate ways for the
good of the storm watershed area, the
protection of our streams and lakes and
for the entire community regardless of
the unreasonable musings of one
unhappy individual who never seems
satisfied.

Dr. Don Mullen
Mayor of Highlands

A heart-felt farewell

Dear Editor,

Let me be the first to publicly express
my gratitude and appreciation to
outgoing school board chairman Kevin
Corbin for his 23 years of service to the
children of Macon County.

For the past eight years, it has been
my pleasure to work with Chairman
Corbin and the school board so that the
county and the school board together
could build two new schools and
renovate numerous others, such as East
Franklin Elementary. Chairman Corbin’s
ability to bring our school district to 7t
out of 115 school districts in computer
connectivity is evidence of his skill in
working together with the commissioners
and other stakeholders to provide top
quality education for Macon County
students.

I wish the best to Kevin, Beth, and
their family in their new business venture.
I know that the children of Macon
County will be foremost in the heart of
Kevin Corbin. A heartfelt thank-you.

Allan Bryson
MC Commission Chairman

=See LETTERS page 15
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— Part 2 —

The Cox brothers

By Susanna Forrester
Reporter

Growing up in Highlands doesn't al-
ways prepare you for the rest of your life,
but it doesn’t limit the places you can go in
life, either. Just ask the Cox brothers.

“It was a unique way to grow up—
small school, everyone knows each other,
everybody who wants to can play varsity
sports, etc,” said Dr. Christopher Cox, a
1988 graduate of Highlands School. “Plus
you were forced to deal with, learn from,
and relate to others who had different back-
grounds than your own.”

Dr. Cox’s experience in high school
didn’t prepare him for college life, but this
didn’t stop him from working hard to suc-
ceed. “l went to the University of North
Carolina for college, the Medical Universi-
ty of South Carolina for med school, New
York University for residency, University of
North Carolina for a Master of Public
Health degree, and Duke for my fellow-
ship,” said Dr. Cox, who now works as a
pulmonary & critical care medicine clini-
cian and researcher at Duke University.

Dr. Cox’s brother, Reuben, took a more
artistic path and gathered much of his in-
spiration from his childhood in Highlands.
He can name off a number of Highlands
personalities that continue to inspire him
to this day.

“When home from college, | would
make regular visits to the home of the pho-
tographer, W. Burton Talbott, who lived in
the old Talley homestead in Buck Creek,

one of the oldest houses in Highlands,” said
Cox, a professional photographer who di-
vides his time between Scaly Mt., NC and
New York City. “One of Talbot's cameras, a
1968 Leica M4, given to me by his daugh-
ter, Kandi, continues to be one of my main
cameras to this day.”

Reuben Cox attended Highlands
School from kindergarten until 10th grade.
Then in September 1988 he enrolled at The
North Carolina School of Science and
Mathematics in Durham, N.C. where he
graduated in the spring of 1990. He stud-
ied photography from 1990 to 1994 at The
Cooper Union for the Advancement of Sci-
ence and Art in New York City.

Both Cox brothers have distinct mem-
ories about their childhood experience in
Highlands. “I grew up in a 1950s log cabin
in Buck Creek that was built by the local
logging company for dances. My mother
painted, and drove an Austin Healey; my
father was an architect with an affinity for
the futurist Archigram group,” said Cox. “I
didn't know what decade it was. | was a
happy child.”

“Highlands is clearly a singular place.
It’s beautiful and fun, as well as incredibly
safe for kids,” said Dr. Cox. “One time a
fellow physician asked me if | grew up in a
small town. He told me that he meant this
as a distinct compliment.”

< If you know of a Highlands
School graduate who would fit in our
series, call Susanna Forrester at 526-
0782.

e OBITUARY e

Pauline McDermott Carlson

Mrs. Pauline McDermott Carlson, age 85, of Grace Lane, Franklin, NC, died Friday,

August 11, 2006 at her residence.

Born on September 11, 1920 in Putnam, CT, she was a daughter of the late Thomas
James and Mildred Shepard McDermott. Mrs. Carlson was a graduate of the Cumberland
Hospital School of Nursing in Brooklyn, NY, was a registered nurse, and a nurse
practitioner. She worked her entire life at military hospitals.

She is survived by a daughter, Judy Michaud and her husband, Louie, of Highlands,
NC; a sister, Ruth Fenimore of Riverdale, CA; a brother, Rowland McDermott of Warner
Robbins, GA and Franklin, NC; three grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Robert Frances “Bob” Carlson who died

in 2002, and a daughter, Patricia Ann Hann.

Memorial services will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the American Diabetes Association,

P.O. Box 1131, Fairfax, VA 22038-1131.

Bryant Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Call Pam Taylor, anytime.

(cell) 342-6988, 526-9027, 526-2520

Laurel Branch at Skyline

On Apple Lake!

Three-bedroom,

2-bath home on two levels. Cathedral
ceilings, stone fireplace, spacious
decks, two-car garage and

gorgeous landscaping.

Offered at $1.2 million

This beautiful home, tucked away in Laurel
_ | Falls at Skyline, is very sophisticated yet

charmingly rustic. Bright, open plan with top
of the line kitchen appliances, dining and great
room with cathedral ceilings, open and

covered decks, guest quarters, a master suite
to die for on nearly 2 acres with 2-car garage
with apartment. Offered at $1,495,000.

Joe Webb Cabln & Stone House!

A complete remodel and a 2002

| addition all in one! Cathedral

ceilings, walk-in closets, wet bar,

| porch, Four bedrooms, 4 baths,
close to town in Webbmont.

{ Includes guest house, waterfall,

L5 | small pond and stream on 2.18

{ beautiful acres with gated

entrance. Top-of-the-line

appliances complete the

| package including two Bosch

diswashers and 4 fireplaces!

| Offered at $1,395,000.

Reduced to $2 995 m|II|on

This remarkable new home allows
owners and guests ample space to
enjoy the view of Whiteside [
Mountain and a mountain stream. |
The attention to detail is obvious |;
from the entrance to the lower f&
level living area. Complete with [&
glass elevator, 2 kitchens,
oversize 2-car garage, wood,
Travertine & tile coloring, 3
fireplaces and more.
In Highlands Point.
Now offered at $2.995 million. [E=

Reduced to $479 OOO

Tucked away in charming Highland Hills, this 3-
bedroom, 2-bath is ready for occupancy after an
extensive remodel. New front and back porches, wood
floors, stone fireplace and garage. Offered at

| $479,000 from $499,000. Must see to appreciate!
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Highlands’ Oriental Rug Shop
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ORIENTAL RUG GALLERY

WE GUARANTEE
OUR QUALITY
AND YOUR
SATISFACTION.

(828)
526-5759

For the past 21 years, Shlraz has had
prominence in the Highlands, N.C. area as the ultimate
resource for genuine, hand-knotted Oriental rugs. Shiraz

has built a reputation that is second to none.
Hand Cleaning, repairing and appraisals, too.

¢ MAIN STREET ¢ OAK SQUARE ¢HIGHLANDS

Naples, FL ~ Tampa, FL ~ Sarasota, FL. ~ Orlando, FL

Prosper in 2006! Advertise in Highlands' Newspaper

® HIGHLANDS FINE DINING @

e | AUGHING AT LIFE

Toilet humor

CL I am calling you to tell

answer was but I think it had
the word “duh” in it some-
place. Then, to further freak
me out, she told me who she
was, a lady of elegance and
some prominence in our
community who shall remain
anonymous. Well, maybe I'll
tell you who she is if you pay
me.

After the phone call, | sat
and pondered my plight. | so
much wanted to please her

you that you are my ‘

favorite writer. | never ' \
miss reading your column
and | think you are the
cleverest person | know.” |
could feel my head swelling
beyond belief. She went on
and on about how great |
am. Who is this lady who
loves my prose so much she
has called to shower me with

Fred Wooldridge
continuous compliments? .

Just when | thought | Feedback but to give up toilet humor
couldn’t feel more pompous, is encouraged! and displease all my toilet
she said, “But | have a email: humor fans may be more

problem with some of the
stuff you write about. Why
do you sometimes use toilet
humor in your stories? | don't like toilet
humor and it is the only thing that turns
me off about you. It is degrading and you
are worthy of better.”

| sat in silence, my grin having turned
to shock. My mind raced for a clever
answer that would let me off the hook
and, at the same time, please her. In less
than two minutes, she had managed to
inflate my ego to the top of the scales and
then trash it. Women, in general, are very
good at that.

Even now | am not sure what my

then I can give. Such is the
plight of a satire writer.

During the three years of
writing for Highlands’ Newspaper, | have
managed to insult, embarrass, degrade
and make fun of every occupation,
politician and religion in our community.
Nothing is sacred. While it’s all done in
fun, not everyone agrees. | once had so
many people mad at me | formed the
“Mad at Fred” club so they could gather
together and stick needles in a small Fred
doll. Realtors and construction compa-
nies come to mind. It helped.

| wanted to call my fan back and tell
«See WOOLDRIDGE page 17

rappeldown@aol.com

Open Wednesday— Monday
Serving dinner from 5:30

Bistro opens 3 ¢« Wine Bar & Small Plates

Monday, August 21
" ZINfully Delicious”
Ridge Vineyards

WOLFGANG'S RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO  wine tasting & pairing
On Main Street near 5th St. « 526-3807

Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

Dinner from
5:30 p.m.
Tues.-Sat

Wine Spectator
Award ge@g{,rf's
£

Serving
Fine Food
& Wine

531 Smallwood Avenue on Harris Lake * Reservations 828-526-9419

Private Parties

Why wait for a special occasion?
At Madison’s every day is special!

cMadisons

RESTAURANT AND WINE CGARDEN

Highlands most beautiful upscale dining destination celebrates every day with their
Carolina High Country Cuisine and the Wine Spectator Award Winning wine list.

Lunch or dinner, the service will make you feel, dare we say, special.

445 Main Streets Adjacent to the Inn ~ 828-526-5477 ~ www.oldedwardsinn.com

ar N Street A | WEEK
n Breakfast Buffet

A Great Place to

Stay. 8:30-10:30 a.m., M-F
A Great Place f : : .m.,
é??akfjs"ﬁ o 8:30-noon, Sat.

8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Sun.

270 Main Street » 526-2590 = www.mainstreet-inn.com E..h‘. nt -

Flat Mountain Rd.
Call 526-2121 for reservations

Breakfast: 8-11 a.m., Tues.-Sun
Dinner: Tues.-Sat, 5:30 p.m. until
Sunday: Champagne Brunch 12-2

Featuring our New Chef: Jim Davis &
Hal Phillips at the piano, F, S & Sun.
Also: Loose Moose — Full Service Bar

Skyline Lodge
& Restaurant

Don Leon’s
Cafe

E

Lunch served Tuesday—Sunday..1lam—3pm
30 Dillard Road, 526-1600
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Another ruthless clash

ere is no justification for Israel’s
| retributive atrocities in Lebanon.

As a Jew, | am ashamed. As a human
being, | am appalled.

It demonstrates that, when threatened
with obliteration, any nation-state is
capable of unfettered violence.

But as a fellow-Jew, although not a
religious one, | expect more respect for
human life from my co-religionists. Just
as | always expect more from my adopted
country, the United States.

There may come a time when Israel’s
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and his
cabinet will be tried as war criminals by
the International Criminal Court at The
Hague.

It's true that Hezbollah provoked the
Israeli response by kidnapping two of its
soldiers and killing eight others. There is
even reason to believe that Hezbollah
wanted a war with Israel.

It would have been in its interest to
engage Israel in hostilities, hoping that
Iran and some of the Arab countries
would join in a jihad against the Jews.
Instead we just have many innocent
civilians dying on both sides of the Israel-
Lebanon border.

What is stunning to me is that Olmert
actually believed he could annihilate

Dr. Alex Redmountain
Feedback
is encouraged!
email:
redmountain8@msn.com
Hezbollah by a military campaign.

Even if Israel were able to kill every
single member, new recruits would spring
up in a matter of weeks.

Syria or Iran would replace destroyed
armaments almost as fast.

So | ask myself, what were they—the
Israeli leaders—thinking? Were they
thinking at all?

Meanwhile, the United States
colluded with Israel, its “war on terror”

blinding it to the deep-seated hatred it was
stoking on the Arab street.

As | write this, the 48-hour bombing
cessation is being widely ignored by the
Israeli Air Force.

Innocents continue to die.

The only hope | can muster is that
some sort of comprehensive accord can be
worked out, with a robust international
force on the southern Lebanese border,
Hezbollah disarmed, and the
democratically-elected governmentin
Beirut bolstered by aid from Europe and
the U.S.

But Hezbollah willingly disarming
seems like a pipe dream to me.

And | doubt Israel would agree to any
terms while Hezbollah remains armed to
the teeth.

The worst-case scenario is a much
wider war, with Iran allied with Hezbollah
and the United States drawn in by its
alliance with Israel.

It would make the Iraq war look like
an overnight skirmish.

One of the things that this latest
deadly conflict emphasizes is the brutality
and futility of most wars.

No matter how finely-tuned and
accurate the missiles may be, countless
civilians will be killed.

Glad I'm not running for
sheriff. Who would
want that job! Well, at
least two people do.
It's a big job, let's vote
for them both!

I’'m DonLeon and that’s

MY opinion.

The more sophisticated the weapon,
the more civilians will die.

This would be especially true, of
course, for nuclear weapons. And an

=See REDMOUNTAIN page 18

Ristorante Paolett

N.C. 106 in Great Things Plaza * 526-4429

o

Serving
Wine,
Plum

Wine e
Sake

GOLDEN CHINA

of Highlands
Open 7 days a week

Lunch Buffet: 11-3 « M—F = $6.95
Dinner: Sun-Thur 3-930 Fri & Sat 3-10

526-5525 « Highlands Plaza

Call 526-4906

Fine Italian dining since 1953.

440 Main Street

Open Every Night

Serving Dinner from 5:30 p.m. ® Reservations recommended

Wine Spectator’s “Best of Award of Excellence”

Wine = Fabulous Desserfe = Open
Erown Bagging Permitied = ¥2¥-5

151 Helen’e Barn Avenue = Highlande -

Qarving Lunch and Dinner
Year-Round = Catering ® Private Robom Available
B-41EE = Dinner Rocarvations Appreciatad

Featuring Cy Timmone Wedneeday thru Saturday Nighitc
Vist Fressers Express

in our coriginal location for grab and go items « Patio Seating
470 Oak Street - 828-526-8867 - Village Square

= - 3

...ON THE VERANDAH

Celebrating 25th Anniversary 1981-2006
SPECIAL EVENTS!
Live Music with Trio Lococo
August 19

9 p.m. — midnight

GUEST CHEF DINNER SERIES
September 14
French Creole Dinner with
McKinnon’s Louisiane
...ON THE VERANDAH’S 25TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Sunday, September 17
12 noon - 6 pm

“..Highlands Most Scenic Dining

828-526-2338
otvl@ontheverandah.com

Open for dinner
every night from 6 p.m.
Sunday Brunch 11am.-2 p.m.

Live music nightly!

Wine Spectator Award Since 1987
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
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*(GEM & JEWELRY HOPS’

SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry, Arts & Crafts
468 Main 5. Highlands NC, 26741 (828) 526-5190

Highlands Fine Art
& Estate Jewelry
;"- I ALH

Sun. 12-5
388 Main St. « 526-0656

THE HicHLANDS GEM SHOP

SATISFYING ALL YOUR FINE
JEweLRY NEeDs SiNceE 1952
10-5 MoN-SAT
526-2767

FOURTH STREET “ON THE HILL”

cAcorns

THE SHOP AT OLD EDWARDS INN

Fashion Jewelry

Monday — Saturday

Open Year Round
Watch for our Trunk Shows!

465 Main Street
828-787-1877

« Drake’s
Diamond Gallery

“For the luxury of fine

custom jewe[iy"’

Tuesday-Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

526-5858

Corner of Helen’s Barn Ave.
and 2nd Street

CPR classes start Sept. 20

An American Red Cross Adult CPR
with AED, Infant/Child CPR, and First Aid
Basics course will be sponsored by the
Macon County Public Health Center.

The course will be held on Wednesday,
Sept. 20 from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. at the
Macon County Public Health Center at

1830 Lakeside Drive.

You may take individual parts or the
entire course. Participants must pre-register
and pre-pay at the Macon County Public
Health Center before Monday, September
18, 2006. If you have questions, please call
Jennifer at 349-2439.

Ex-users discuss ‘life-after’ drugs

By Susanna Forrester
Reporter

The League of Women Voters of
Franklin held a forum on Thursday, Aug.
10 to discuss drug problems and their
solutions, such as the newly opened Oxford
House, a shelter for women recovering from
addiction.

Guest speakers included Lt. Brian
Ledford of the Macon County Sheriff’s
Department, and Jim Bottomlee, Hospital
and Institutions Representative for
Narcotics Anonymous.

“As long as drugs are here the problems
associated with them are going to be
present,” said Ledford. “Meth is the drug
of choice for this area. 90 to 95 percent of
drug cases in this area are meth related.”

NC laws have recently been enacted
that keep pills containing ephedrine behind
the counter, so that buying them requires a
person to be at least 18-years-old and to
provide a signature. Ledford said that once
other states enact similar laws “it's not going
to be economical” for meth users to make
the drug. “They’ll have to travel so far to get
the ingredients,” said Ledford.

Creating awareness has become a
major part of Macon County’s drug
enforcement program. Store owners have
been schooled about suspicious buying
habits, and community members are
encouraged to call in if they suspect
something is going on around their
neighborhood.

“People calling in about customers
buying certain things in stores, strange
smells in neighborhoods — we welcome
those calls,” said Ledford.

Ledford also provided the number to
CrimeStoppers. “Anything called into
CrimeStoppers is investigated. You don't
have to leave your name. You don’t have to
do anything,” he said. “It doesn’t matter if
you live in the county or in Highlands or
outside Franklin city limits.”

“Every law enforcement officer we have
is out here doing what they can to make a
difference and get it off the streets,” said
Ledford.

The next step in battling drugs within
a community is treating and rehabilitating
addicts, and helping them to stay clean.
Franklin has taken that step with their
newly opened Oxford House.

Oxford House is not meant to be a
rehabilitation facility or a treatment center,
but a drug-free environment that is
demaocratically self-run and self-supported
that keeps former drug users off the street
and gives them the ability to become apart
of the community again.

“When | first moved here | was
appalled that there was a lack of treatment
facilities here,” said Bottomlee, who once
found himself homeless, broke, and living
in a car because of his drug addiction. “I
think this is a beautiful well-run program.
It puts responsibility on the individual.”

Franklin’s Oxford House is strictly for
women, and many of the women coming

into the home have nothing but the clothes
on their backs. Each woman is required to
do certain chores, and those who don’'t do
their share of the work are heavily fined.
Most of the time residents are users who
have already had a couple of weeks of clean
time, after having gone through a detox
program in a correctional facility or a
hospital.

“They can stay however long they need
to,” said Bottomlee. “But if you use you get
an eight-minute warning. You've got eight-
minutes to pack your bags and get out the
door.”

“It’s hard to get back on your feet after
a life of addiction,” said Kayla Compton
who has been treated at both the Black
Mountain Center and Balsam Center for
her drug addiction. “I was ready to give up
and die. Thank God the community has
services for people like me.”

Compton and Bottomlee appealed to
the community to continue to assist with
this life-changing effort by donating needed
items to the house such as blankets, sheets,
kitchen wares, and even a lawnmowver.

“Since it is in our community it needs
our support,” said Bottomlee. “And it's a
rough trip for them. They need help to get
back on their feet.”

“It's the little things you get back. Those
things mean a lot,” said Compton. “l was
one of those people you didn’t want in your
community. Today | don't feel that way.”

For information about donating items
to the Oxford House call Kathy McCay at
349-2426, and to report suspicious activity
through CrimeStoppers call 349-2600.

... BOARD continued
from page 1

With Bradley and Guidance Counselor
Thomas Jessup, who has been on the job
since early this summer, Principal Brian
Jetter says he’s got a good team in place and
looks forward to meeting all the teachers
on Monday when they return to school.

Also new to Highlands School is Judith
Iliff as the new high school math teacher.
She will likely pick up where Ms. Jane
DeWolf left off. DeWolf is teaching at the
alternative school.

David Kowal is the new English as a
Second Language and Exceptional Children
teacher. (See story page 20).

There will be many new faces in the
cafeteria as well. Pamela Chastain, Kimberly
O’Connor and Charles Scott will all work
as part-time food assistants this year.

Three more new courses will be
available to students at Highlands School
this year: Lifetime Activities which will
include archery, tennis, table tennis,
bowling, badminton, recreational games,
and golf will be taught by Butch Smart;
Current Events and Issues will be taught by
Simeon Hickman; and Special Topics in
Reading and Writing will be taught by
Martha Andrews.



e ANOTHER VIEW e

Big oil and big medicine are
one and the same

merican health care,
like a BMW 760Li, a
amned fine ride, but

one that not many can
afford. The problem is that
our system doesn’t provide
bus service for the rest of the
population. | am an Ameri-
can doctor who is fed up
with the cost, waste, and
inequity of U.S. health care
and I've finally decided to say
s0. We are fond

of boasting that we enjoy the

Dr. Hen Salzarulo

than those of their prede-
cessors. MRIs provide

far more information than
X-rays, but unfortunately we
order MRIs at $1,000

or $1,500 per study when a
$50 x-ray would do the job.
Doctors complain that
malpractice lawyers force
such excesses, and | am sure
that the litigious nature of
society contributes to the
problem, but I believe that
intellectual laziness and

. . Feedback is . h .
finest health care in the encouraged. insecurity contribute at least
world. Really? Ask the nearly email: as much to the explosive

50,000,000 Americans who
are uninsured. There is no
doubt that ours is the most
technologically advanced medical care in
the world, nor is there any doubt that it is
the most expensive.

Do all these bells and whistles make
for better care and does the enormous
cost result in better overall care for
Americans? If you are the proud owner of
the most advanced total knee replace-
ment and have a good insurance policy,
you may well answer, “Yes.” If you can’t
afford the insulin needed to treat your
diabetes, can’t find a doctor willing to
accept Medicaid patients, or can’t pay the
staggering costs of treatment for cata-
strophic or not so catastrophic illness,
you will certainly disagree.

America has been sold a bill of
goods. Insurance companies, giant
pharmaceutical manufacturers, makers of
medical equipment, corporate HMOs
and hospitals, and yes, sadly, doctors,
have played on the American fear of “big
government,” or maybe it’s “big brother”
to discourage the adoption of a
saner, safer, leaner, and more equitable
health care system.

In the current medical environment,
manufacturers representatives hawk each
new product in much the same manner
as snake oil salesmen of earlier genera-
tions. The typical presentation includes a
dozen Krispy Creme donuts
and reassurance that the cost can be
passed along to the insurance company.
Doctors flock to purchase the new
product, which, after all, costs them
nothing and which might provide a
competitive advantage over the guy down
the street who is vainly trying to control
costs by using up the old stuff. Patients
watch the TV ads, and they often shop for
a doctor who uses the newest, most
expensive gimmick.

Many new products really are better

hsalzarulo@aol.com

growth of “defensive
medicine.”

A few years ago, a
colleague told me that his daughter, a
recent college graduate, had taken a
job selling medical equipment. He added
with a mix of disbelief, disgust, and
parental pride that her first-year income
exceeded that of most of the family
physicians in our town. She was bright,
pretty, and knew the way to the donut
shop, but come on. Where is the value?
The answer is that the emphasis is on
profit rather than care. A few years ago,
the president of Blue Cross of South
Carolina spent $3,000,000 for a vacant
lot on Kiawah Island, South Carolina.
Corporate profits, share holder dividends,
and executive bonuses are more impor-
tant than affordable premiums or fair
reimbursement for health care providers.
We see through the lies of Big Oil, when
we realize that Big Medicine is no
different?

We were on a bus in Vancouver,
British Columbia several years ago, about
the time laser eye surgery for vision
correction was becoming popular.
American ophthalmologists were charg-
ing $3,500 for the procedure. A sign on
the bus advertised the same procedure for
$599 CD, which at the time was less than
$500 USD. When we returned home, |
told a friend of the disparity. He answered
that he wouldn’t want a $500 operation
on his eye. And that’s the problem. We
believe that cost equates with
quality, while in the world of medical
care, there is absolutely no correlation.

| began this column by questioning
the widely held belief that American
health is the finest in the world. Let’s
examine that claim. The United States
spends more than twice as much, on a
per capita basis, as any other industrial-
ized nation. We spend nearly twice as

=See ANOTHER VIEW page 16
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PASTORAL SETTING

Fl

Centuy

Mountain Lifestyles

PROVIDED PRIVACY for th|s updated ranch
on 1.5 acres. Stone fireplace, open kitchen/
dining/great room. Mountain views and
sounds of rushing stream. $299,900. Bill
Bubenick
MLS# 58043/348251.

HicHLANDS HomE Decor

Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Next to Farmers Market on the Main Street side

* Down
comforters

* Down
blankets

* 600 & 440
thread count

sheet sets
; * Feather beds
p <3 Nl * NEW
= S SHIPMENT OF
S e QUILTS!
828-526-4905

Monday-Saturdays 10a.m.-5p.m.

summer
HousSe

Antiques & Interiors

An eclectic mixture of antiques
from the world over including
handcrafted furniture, Oriental rugs,
accessories and lighting — created
especially for the
“Gentleman’s Quarters.”

Mon., Thurs., Fri., & Sat.
10 am-5 pm
290 S. 4th St. « 526-1022

e Cards g
- % « Accessories

= * Gourmet

¥ Kitchenware
Dinner Settings

v, Di S

HIGHLANDS,
Open Mon — Saturday « 10am to 5pm

450 Main Street Highlands, NC  828-526-5226
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HIGHLANDS

PLAYHOUSE

Performances are
Tuesday-Saturday
at 8 PM
and
Sunday matinee at 2 PM.

“To Kill A
Mockingbird’
Aug. 17-27

Veteran actor Ron Growden
plays Atticus Finch

To make reservations, call the Box Office at
828-526-2695, or stop by in person.
Box Office hours are Monday-Saturday 10 AM-5 PM.
The Playhouse is located in the heart
of Highlands on Oak Street

... REPRIEVE continued from page 1

of their business and if the allotted parking
is extra — not needed by that remote estab-
lishment to satisfy its parking requirements.

In Highlands, the number of seats al-
lowed a restaurant in the B2 and B3 com-
mercial districts in town is determined by
the number of parking spaces the restaura-
teur can provide on the property. Town or-
dinance demands one parking space per
three seats.

Don Leon and Fressers in Helen’s Barn
both have remote parking arrangements
with Furniture South. Both restaurateurs say
no one actually uses the parking across N.C.
106, but it’'s on the books to satisfy the
town’s parking requirements.

Don Leon’s and Fressers’ parking ar-
rangement with Furniture South is good
until 2011, but both owners wonder what
will happen to their businesses after 2011
or if they sell their businesses.

“Would you reduce my seating which
would basically force me out of business,”
asked Don Leon. He said the issue has been
fueled recently by another restaurateur in
town who is maliciously trying to damage
other restaurants’ businesses.

“The parking ordinance needs to be
reviewed,” said Debbie Grossman of Fress-
ers. “Why should a few restaurants off Main

e SPECIALTY FooDs @

At the end of the street at Falls on Main
Featuring the art of Helena Meek

HIGHLANDS

Now Arriving:

e New SPECIALTY
Foods and Great
GIFTS

* Microbrews and
Artisan Beers

* Highlands’ finest
WINES

Wine Flights
Saturday 4:30 until 6:30
Open Mon. - Sat. 10-5
Sun. 1-5

Whole

Stop by and see our wide selection of
Local Organic Produce,
Specialty Gourmet Foods, Quality
Supplements, Organic Body Care,
Nartural Health Books & References, &
Local Hand-Crafrted Gifrts.

"For a Healchier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. 64E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Sarurdays 11 am - 4 pm

DUSTY'’S

RHODES SUPERETTE

Prepared
ready to
serve &
bake hors
d’oeuvres,
breads,
4 pastas,
| cookies &
B entres

“Celebrating 54 years in Highlands”
“We cut the BEST steaks in town!”
Mon-Sat = 493 Dillard Rd.

Ritchie Watts of
The Good Earth
Pottery
July 28 & 29

Mon-Sat ¢ 10-5

Call 526-5999 526-2762
g?g“si’rjg's“es’ ROSEWOOD Gourmet 526-4617
Relishes & to Go & Catering A\.\gust
Gourmet Treats 526-0383

M A‘R4K ET
?A

GREAT FOOD TO GO
B28-526-0383
HIGHLANDS, NC

Tues.— Sat. » 11-6

(Next to D&J Express Mart)

10 to 6 p.m.» Mon-Sat
11to 4 Sun.
Fruit & Vegetable Stand on
the Franklin Road

Street be penalized?” Restaurants on Main
Street are zoned B1, which means they
don’t have to supply parking.

Grossman also said on one hand the
parking spaces must be large enough to
accommodate an SUV which can carry six
or more people, but the space counts for
only three seats, not six.

She said the Fire Marshal tells business-
es how many people they can accommo-
date and what is considered safe.

Don Leon also reminded the board
that about two years ago, the zoning for
the Main Street Inn was changed to B1
when the owners opened the restaurant to
the public. The zoning change eliminated
the need to correlate seats in the restaurant
with available parking spaces.

“This is a discriminatory situation,” he
said. “You could do one of three things —
abolish the ordinance, increase the seats per
parking space or rezone to B1.”

Reverend Thomas Allen, said instead
of penalizing businesses, the town should
foster the business climate.

“The town needs more seats in this
town, especially at lunch time,” he said.

Seasonal resident Ann Trinkle, who
said she was speaking for lots of women
who don’t want to cook and who like to
go out to eat at lunchtime, said the parking
lot next to Helen’s Barn is rarely filled and
even though it’s not Fressers’ or Don Le-
on’s parking, she should be able to park
wherever she wants regardless of the res-
taurant she chooses to eat in.

“You're punishing the business own-
ers and jeopardizing their livelihood, but
you're punishing us as citizen’s, too,” she
said.

Mayor Don Mullen said he’s had many
calls from concerned citizens about the
parking arrangements levied against certain
restaurants in town. Affected are Don Le-
on’s, Fressers, Wild Thyme and Lakeside
Restaurant.

On Commissioner Hank Ross’s recom-
mendation, the board agreed to take the
issue under advisement and to look at the
situation carefully over the next few
months.

“1 think we should review the parking
ordinance as a whole,” said Commission-
er Ross. “Things change over time and the
ordinance is about 30 years old. We should
review it but not just the restraints on res-
taurants, but the whole parking ordinance.”

VIP registration Aug. 24

Registration for the VIP After-School
Program will be held on Thursday, Aug. 24,
from 11a.m.-6 p.m. at the following
schools: Cartoogechaye, Cullasaja, East
Franklin, lotla, and South Macon.

Students from Cowee School may
register for the lotla program as
transportation to lotla School will be
available for Cowee students.

Registration fee is $25 and monthly
tuition fee is $170. The drop-in daily rate is
$10/day. Call Lenora Clifton at 524-4414.



Dowden pavilion dedicated at
Zachary-Tolbert House in Cashiers

More than 100 Cashiers area residents
assembled Friday, Aug. 11, to picnic on the
grounds, tour the historic Zachary-Tolbert
House, view exhibitions, listen to moun-
tain music, and participate in the unveil-
ing of the new
Dowden Pavil-
ion.

The Pavil-
ion is named for
Tom and Wendy
Dowden in hon-
or of their many
contributionsto

the Cashiers
Historical Soci-
ety, chief of

which was the
donation of the
Zachary-Tolbert

lis MacKinnon, who oversaw the Pavilion
project; Mike Lica, Pavilion General Con-
tractor; Ellen Harris, Preservation Architect;
Alice Stanly, event organizer and others.
Welling thanked John Warren for provid-
ing the evening’s
music, Myra
Hunt for her spin-
ning demonstra-
tion, MelbaRilott
for the quilting
exhibition, and
Martha Black for
initiating the ar-
chaeological dig.
Viewers of the ar-
tifacts display
were delighted to
find that the dig
had turned up

House and its
contents. Rep.
Phil Haire (N.C.
House District
119) was on
hand for the un-
veiling of the commemorative plaque.
Eleanor Welling, chair of the Cashiers
Historical Society Board, spoke of the
evening as the fulfillment of a dream. Well-
ing said the dream began with house own-
er, Robert Red “Bubba” Tolbert, who wished
to sell the home and property to someone
who would restore and preserve it. Ann
McKee Austin perceived the potential ben-
efit to the community of Cashiers and mar-
shaled the resources that culminated in the
preservation of this historic site. Welling
thanked all those who participated in the
project; the Dowdens; Tolberts; Austin; Gil-

Tom Dowden accepted the naming honor for
himself and his wife, Wendy, and spoke of
his amazement at seeing what he considered
their small gesture evolve into this significant
benefit to the community.

many interesting
items including
pre-Cherokee
projectiles dated
approximately
3000 B.C. and a
two-cent piece from the 1864 period.

Tom Dowden accepted the naming
honor for himself and his wife, Wendy, and
spoke of his amazement at seeing what he
considered their small gesture evolve into
this significant benefit to the community.
Dowden expressed his gratitude to the
many who, over the past few years, had
worked hard to acquire, maintain, and ex-
pand the site. He termed it truly inspira-
tional.

The Dowden Pavilion may be rented
for private functions. For information, call
the Cashiers Historical Society, 743-7710.

... NOISE continued from page 1

and Alan Marsh voted against changing the
start-up time.

This time the board’s decision was fu-
eled by complaints from people who earn
their living in the building and service in-
dustry, not by seasonal residents as before.
In July the board changed the ordinance
when residents in the vicinity of the River-
walk subdivision complained of early
morning construction noise.

Commissioner Hank Ross said he
rushed into the decision to change the start-
up time from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.

“I think 7:30 a.m. is a more reason-
able time,” he said. “I work with folks in
this sort of business and I think we imposed
a penalty to local contractors.”

Sam Woodley, a contractor with the
Riverwalk subdivision said imposing a time
limit of any kind is unreasonable and short-
sighted of the board. “We have to get the
hours in when the weather is good,” he
said. “This just prolongs the development
process. You're depriving a working man
from his right to make a living. Maybe you

already made your money, but a lot of us
haven’t. This is just common sense and
there doesn’t seem to be much of that
around here.”

Mike Bryson reminded the board that
in the winter it gets dark early which cuts
the work day substantially.

Commissioner Patterson said keeping
the hours 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. was not unrea-
sonable. “That’s still a 10-hour work-day,”
she said. “They can work, they just can’'t
make noise. We live in acommunity where
alot of folks don’t go to work everyday. We
have to consider that side of the equation,
too.”

The town’s noise ordinance now reads:
“Loud, Raucous, and Disturbing Noise Pro-
hibited. It shall be unlawful for any person
or group of persons, regardless of number,
to willfully make, continue, or cause to be
made or continue any loud, raucous, and
disturbing noise, which term shall mean
any sound which, because of its volume
level, duration, and character annoys, dis-
turbs, injures, or endangers the comfort,
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Highlands Own Internet Shopping

Enter the following coupon code when checking out and we’ll donate
5% of your order in your name to the charity named.

Highlands School: Coupon# HS12001
Summit Charter School: Coupon#SC12002
The Girls’ Clubhouse: Coupon#GC12004
Highlands Playhouse: Coupon# HP12005

www.highlandsqgifts.com

highlandsgifts.com, Inc.
P.O. Box 575
Highlands, NC 28741-0575
Phone: 877-509-6808 = Email: info@highlandsgifts.com

Bargain Hunters — Attention!
Price reduced $5,000 weekly until sold

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 12-4 P.M.

Serious health problems require us to sacrifice our immaculate mountain home in Highlands, North
Carolina below the appraised value of $550,000. For “SALE BY OWNER” at the discounted price of $465,000.

Located in the Prestigious, “King Mountain Club,” a quaint gated community of only 55 homes on
Dillard Road (Hwy. 106). Our home is the only one currently listed under $1,000,000. “Burt Reynolds, Loni
Anderson, Jim Nabors, and two Senators chose the King Mountain Club for their mountain retreats.” To
learn more about this fully developed community go to kingmountainclub.org/

The Club’s amenities include, (Club House for monthly get acquainted parties), a swimming pool, tennis
courts, trout pond, and golf courses nearby. Summer temperatures in July and August seldom exceed 75
degrees. It is less than a two hour drive to Atlanta, Asheville N.C., and Greenville S.C.

The 3,000 sqg. ft. home has 4 bedrooms and 3 full baths. The large master bath has a modern whirlpool
soak tub. The great room features a four-sided copper and glass fireplace, with a dumbwaiter for wood, and two
clean-out chutes for coals and ashes.

There is also a separate “Guest Suite,” with bedroom, bath and recreation room. It also has a, workshop,
enclosed garage, and two-car carport. Our charming mountain home is in excellent condition (Owners unique
Furnishings will be offered as a separate package.) Realtors Referrals Welcome.

Terms and Conditions:
The $ 5,000 weekly discount will continue until sold. A deposit of 1% will freeze sale for 3 days.
The down payment shall then become due. Owners will consider short-term financing.
The house will be sold on an “AS IS” basis following the buyer’s inspection.
Buyer must qualify for King Mountain Club membership.
Owners retain the right to revise, modify or cancel this offer at their discretion.

TO TOUR HOUSE CALL 828-526-9096
PHOTOS AT WEBSITE: http://USA.realestatemate.com/45273

health, peace, or safety of reasonable per-
sons of ordinary sensibilities within the lim-
its of the Town of Highlands. The term
loud, raucous, and disturbing noises shall
be limited to loud, raucous, and disturb-
ing noises heard upon the public streets, in
any public park, in any school or public
building, or upon the grounds thereof while
in use, in any church or hospital, or upon

the grounds thereof while in use, upon any
parking lot open to members of the public
as invitees or licensees, or in any occupied
residential unit which is not the source of
the noise or upon the grounds thereof.”

When some residents asked about
“jake brakes” on large trucks and motorcy-
cles, Mayor Don Mullen said the ordinance
takes care of any disturbing noises.
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Junker Management — Services Offered:

* Pressure Washing ¢ Painting « Carpentry « Landscaping * Winterizing °
Flagstone « Property Management Services « And Much More...
Over 20 yrs Experience
Reliable with References

828-369-7464 Office » 828-421-5283 Cell » 828-524-8919 Fax

www.junkermanagement.com

® ART GALLERIES ®

-

Mill Creek Gallery &

Framing
Located in Highlands Village
Square
Oak Street at 5"
(behind Wolfgang's)

Custom Picture Framing,
(including laminating service)
Art and crafts by local
artisans

Hours:
noon to 5 Mon. thru Sat.
(828) 7872021/
cypicturelady@aol.com

A gallery of
exceptional,
very limited
giclees of the
late artist’s
watercolors.

Main Street Highlands
787-1123

John Collette Fine Art
- ,-, ’ "

g

|| = Wright Square
137 Main St. « 526-0339

~ The Very Thing
¢ Art Gallery

Clay decor
with a stained
2 glass,
mosaic look.
A MUST see!

1 " R
1 mile south of Highlands on Hwy 28
526-2333

studio
 Fun & Functional Arts & Crafts

Open Mon-Sat
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Sun. 1-4 p.m.

828.526.3900
1990 Dillard Road
(Hwy 106)
Highlands, NC

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
honors i1ts volunteers at dinner

As has been the custom for the last
several years, Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
said thank you to its many volunteers with
a special dinner party this week at
Highlands Falls Country Club.

More than 100 volunteers, spouses and
hospital managers attended the thank you
party, held Thursday evening. Addressing
the group briefly, Hospital CEO and
President Ken Shull told volunteers they
had contributed nearly 17,900 hours of
service during the past year, the equivalent
of eight and a half full-time employees.

“You are the icing on the cake. You
provide the things that go beyond what we
as a hospital could normally provide. You
make an important difference,” he said.

The party drew volunteers from across
the many facets of hospital operations: from
the Eckerd Living Center, HealthTracks,
Highlands-Cashiers Hospice, the gift shop,
hospital auxiliary, and a host of various
ancillary departments. In all, the hospital
has nearly 150 active volunteers.

Following the brief reception and
official remarks, volunteers and other guests
enjoyed a buffet of prime rib, chicken,
salmon and stuffed flounder.

“Our volunteers are an integral part of
our hospital family,” Shull observed later.
“They are a big part of what we do for our
patients, residents, and customers, and we
are happy to be able to pay tribute to them
in this small way.”

Bill and Evelyn Hall of Highlands
(foreground) enjoy a portion of the
sumptuous buffet at Thursday dinner
party honoring Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital volunteers. Bill is one of the
many loyal volunteers at the Eckerd
Living Center.

Douglas and Linda Strack talk with David Taylor, RN, (L), clinical services manager
and Hospice director at the hospital. Douglas, who works with Hospice, is one

of the hospitals newest volunteers.

... CONDOMINIUMS from page 1

work for little cottages on the property. “The
more expensive the lot, the bigger the
house; that's the economics of it.”

Even though the Planning Board vot-
ed 4-3 against rezoning the R2 tract condi-
tional use multi-family, the Town Board
agreed to the concept, but would only con-
sider it if new plans included a decrease in
density.

During the meeting, Nellis said he
could build three buildings rather than four
which would translate to 14 condomini-
ums and one single-family home rather
than 16 condominiums and one-single
family home.

Commissioner Dennis DeWolf kicked
off the compromise. “I did see positive as-
pects in the project and thought it was
worthwhile to send it to the Planning
Board. Though it's not a cluster develop-
ment, it has the sense of a cluster develop-
ment with the distances between the build-
ings. The physical appearance has a lot of
amenities and it's worth talking about.”

Commissioner Amy Patterson said she
had a bias against increasing density in the
town not a prejudice as Nellis suggested in
his opening remarks. She said just because
Nellis did good work and the project looked

good, doesn’'t mean it’s what the board
wants for Highlands. Plus, she said she hat-
ed making decisions based on “what nasty
is around the corner.”

Nellis told the board that an out-of-
town developer was on his heels ready to
build nine, huge, single-family homes on
the property some of which would ring the
lake.

Commissioner Herb James said he
liked the multi-family scenario better than
a single-family development.

Commissioner DeWolf suggested al-
lowing Nellis to return to the board on the
premise that he redesign the project not to
exceed three units and potentially less.
Commissioner Hank Ross added that he
must meet the 24% built-upon. To do that,
Nellis will have to purchase .8 acres from
either the Land Trust or another neighbor.

“Before you bring the plan back, we
want concrete evidence you have secured
the property necessary to meet the built-
upon,” said Ross. “Around here, that could
take you another three years.”

The Town Board wants the new plans
to go to the Planning Board first. Nellis said
he could have them ready by the next Plan-
ning Board meeting.




Labor Day Week-end artisian
craft show at Village Square

Digitally altered photographs by Larry Brannan will be just one of the
many wonderful offerings by local and regional artisans at the Village
Square Labor Day Art & Craft Show in Highlands held on Saturday, Sept. 2
from 10 to 5. Located on 5th St. between Oak and Pine. Sponsored by
Mill Creek Gallery & Framing, call 787-2021 for more info.
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| : |
: Town of Highlands :
| - - 1
| Scholarship Fund Golf Classic i
| |
I Monday, August 28, 2006 I
| at the Cullasaja Club |
: I/We would like to make a donation and become a sponsor :
I of this exciting event in the following manner: I
$5,000 Diamond Sponsor: (Tee Sign, Program Recognition and 8 Dinner Tickets)
| $1,000 Platinum Sponsor: (Tee Sign, Program Recognition and 6 Dinner Tickets) |
I $500 Gold Sponsor: (Program Recognition and 4 Dinner Tickets) |
| $300 Patron Sponsor: (Program Recognition and 2 Dinner Tickets) |
| $150 per Golf Contestant Guest Tickets at $50 per ticket for the Awards Party |l
| |
| There will be Golfers in our group and their names are: |
| 1 2. 3. 4, |
: Payment for golf must be made to guarantee your registration to play. The first 128 “PAID” :

contestants will participate in the event! Golf Contestant donations must be mailed or delivered

I to David Cull or Connie Smith at; Cullasaja Club, 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive, Highlands, NC |
28741 or you may drop your entry and check at Town Hall. Make your checks payable to:

I Town of Highlands Scholarship Fund.

| Diamond, Platinum, Gold and Patron Sponsor donations can be mailed or delivered to |

| the Town of Highlands, P. O. Box 460, Highlands, NC 28741 or to David Cull or Connie Smith. |

] For more information or to make a donation of any kind, contact Helen Simmons at 508-2542. |

Golf Contestants may bring guests to the Awards Party by purchasing a ticket at the cost I

of $50.

: All Donations are Tax Deductible :

=il

At Highlands Cove, we're
S EE THE S ITES offering exceptional
homesites for custom-built homes. You may choose a cool, wooded setting
dense with oaks, hemlocks, pines and rhododendrons. You may prefer a
panoramic view of the Blue Ridge. Or a site overlooking our impeccably
groomed golf course. The average lot size is 4/5 of an acre. We're a 430-
acre, gated community soaring to 4,700 feet above sea level. Our amenities
include a huge clubhouse, a fine restaurant, 18 holes of golf, tennis and a

Marketed by:
F ﬂ

i

PROPERTIES

fitness center. Since choice lots in such splendid mountain surroundings are

more and more difficult to find in Highlands, come see our
sights and sites now.

We're located six miles east of Highlands on Highway
64. For information, visit the sales office adjacent to the
entry gate. Or call us: 828-526-8128 or toll free 1-866-
220-2209. Homesites range from $105,000 to $595,000.
Web site: www.highlandscove.com.

HIGHLANDS

COVE

©2006 Highlands Cove LLC. The foregoing is for informational purposes only and shall not constitute a valid offer. Obtain the Property Report required by Federal law and the Public Offering Statement for The Views at
Highlands Cove, a condominium, and read them before signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property. Highlands Cove LLC does not guarantee the obligations of
unaffiliated builders who build and sell homes in Highlands Cove. Purchase of a lot, condominium or home in the Highlands Cove community does not include rights to or grant use of the golf course or any golfing

facilities, clubhouse, dining, tfennis, swimming, ponds or other amenity shown or mentioned in any Highlands Cove material. Subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. ST
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DAY TRIPS & EXCURSIONS

e L

Tuckaseegee
. Outfitters
1-888-593-5050

Hwy. 74W « Dillsboro, N.C. |
WWW. raftnc com

lﬁ‘
T —

B a——

"'er:

| Famlly 5
Ek, Float Trlp ?@

Oe & Kayak Tours
& Rentals
Hiking Trips
Llama Trekking
Pontoon Boat Tours
Fly Fishing Classes
Mtn. Bike Rentals
Rappeling

1-800-903-4401 = 828-743-2052
www.adventuredepot.net

OLD CLAYTON INN

_ ) 60 S. Main Street -
.& Gecrgler Clayton, GA
Bom-., ..-4 706-782-7722 for

reservations

We are now open Sundays for dinner 4 to 8
p.m. for the traditional Country Buffet with soup,
salad bar, carvery, hot meats and vegetables,
drinks, and dessert bar for $10.95, just like
Sunday lunch.

Dinner Friday and Saturday is the Special
Dinner Buffet with Angie Jenkins playing
Broadway piano until 9 p.m., for your dining
pleasure, $13.95.

Karoke Saturday nights.
Also, 30 sleeping rooms for your guests.

DILLSBORO

i RIVER COMPANY, LLC
Great Family Rafting!
Even kids as light as 40 Ibs!
Located just across from historic
downtown Dillsboro

B, :
Highway 441 Dillsboro, NC

(Toll Free) 1-866-586-3797
828-506-3610

www.northcarolinarafting.com

Reach EVERYONE with Highlands’ Newspaper!

“To Kill A Mockingbird’ opens
tonight at Highlands Playhouse

“To Kill A Mockingbird,” based on
Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prize winning novel,
opens tonight, Aug. 17 at the Highlands
Playhouse and runs through Aug. 27.

The fictional story of the trial of Tom
Robinson, a black man
accused of attacking a
white woman in a small
Alabama town in the
1930s, has riveted audi-
ences since it first saw
print in 1960. In 1962,
the novel was turned
into an Oscar-winning
feature film starring Gre-
gory Peck. The play,
adapted by Christopher
Sergei from the novel, is
one of the most per-
formed shows in the
nation.

The story is narrat-
ed by the adult Jean Lou-
ise “Scout” Finch, the
daughter of defense at-
torney Atticus Finch. She
relates in adulthood
how, as a child, she saw her father bravely
stand up not only to Tom’s accusers Bob
and Mayella Ewell, but also to an entire
town.

“l love and admire the quiet strength
and integrity of Atticus; that’s why I'm so
delighted to play him,” says actor Ron
Growden, himself a father of four daugh-
ters. “Like Atticus, | have children about
whom | constantly worry, and have had to
face the evil of a Bob Ewell. I'd like to think

night.

Ron Growden is playing Atticus
Finch in the Playhouse “To Kill A
Mockingbird,” that opens to-

I have done half as well as did Atticus.”

Growden is a Maryland-based perform-
er who earlier this year had featured roles
on Maryland stages in Cabaret, The Apollo
of Bellac and the musical Cats. A longtime
fan of Harper Lee’s nov-
el, he has approached
his role carefully.

“l fear being com-
pared with Gregory
Peck and have not con-
sciously chosen any-
thing from his wonder-
ful film portrayal. For
calmness and fairness, |
think about my late fa-
ther-in-law—a Christian
minister with the occa-
sional devil in his eye.”

Scout as a child is
played by 13-year-old
Cashiers resident Jessica
Bryant, who was in the
Playhouse presentation
of “Fiddler on the Roof”
earlier this summer.
Other local actors in-
clude Jim Gordon, Michelle Hott and Wyat
Stinson. Fans of the Oscar-winning 1962
movie will also note another local connec-
tion — Highlands’ native Collin Wilcox
Paxton performed in the film as Mayella
Ewell, a role played in this production by
actress Clara Smith.

“To Kill A Mockingbird” runs at the
Highlands Playhouse Aug. 17-27. For tick-
ets or more information, call the Playhouse
at 828-526-2695.

Tickets on sale for Bel Canto

With the 14" Annual Bel Canto Recit-
al scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 3, the steer-

® HiGHLANDS LODGINGS ®

“Rooms & Cabins
with a View”

A Unlque 4000’ Mountam Top Retreat designed
circa 1929 in the Frank Lloyd Wright Tradition

* New 2&3 bedroom cabins! e
Rock Fireplaces, Private Balconies, Conference
Center, Heated Pool, Lake & Waterfalls, Tennis
Courts, Wedding Deck, A.C., Jacuzzis, and at
the restaurant we're serving breakfast, dinner
& Sunday brunch.

828-526-2121 or 1-800-5-SKYLINE
Flat Mountain Road = Highlands

Small luxury resort in a garden
setting. 29 guestrooms, suites and
cottages

Gourmet continental breakfast, evening
wine and cheese reception, evening
turndown, 24-hour room service, fitness
center, conference center and access to
all Old Edwards Inn and Spa amenities.

lodge@oldedwardsinn.com
www.oldedwardsinn.com
828-526-8008 or (866) 526-8008

450 Spring Street  Highlands

Small luxury destination
spa resort, 32 rooms, suites &
cottages.

Features: Madison’s Restaurant and
Wine Garden for fine dining; The Spa at
Old Edwards Inn is a European Spa;
The Farm for spec