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• Inside •

The Highlands Botanical Garden is looking for volunteers
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday, April 10-12, anytime
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. to help spiff up the gardens
for its 80th year celebrations and the season. Stop by the
Highlands Biological Station office at the 6th Street
entrance, up the hill or call 526-2602 and ask for the
location of the day¹s projects. Bring gardening gloves,
sturdy shoes, outdoor clothing, food, water, and a sun
hat. Rain cancels. Last Friday, members of The Girls’
Clubhouse worked with horticulturist Cyndi Banks
disengaging the invasive English Ivy from bedding areas
and tree trunks. Photo by Kim Lewicki

Spring cleaning volunteers

Note: There isn’t a Senior Luncheon
at the Rec Park for March. The next lun-
cheon is April 20 at noon.

On-going
• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park,

4-5 p.m., Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays. $5 per class.

•  At Health Tracks at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital Osteoporosis pre-
vention exercise classes, a total body
and muscle-toning workout exercise
class, and Pilates classes. Call
Jeanette Fisher at 828-526-1FIT.

• Every Tuesday Weight Watch-
ers meets at the Highlands Civic Cen-
ter. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting
starts at 6 p.m.

• Live music at Fressers in Helen’s
Barn with Cy Timmons 6 p.m. until.

• Live music at Cyprus Restaurant
every Friday at 9:30 p.m.

Every Tuesday
• Women’s Bible Study, Beth

Moore’s study of Daniel at Community
Bible Church Fellowship Hall. All ladies
invited. Call the church at 526-4685 to
order your book.

Fri. & Sat., March 23 & 24
• ITC’s evening of Carpe Noctum

Theatre. Carpe Noctum Theatre invites
you to “Sieze the Night” on  at 8 p.m. at
The Instant Theatre Companyon Main
at 310 Oak Square. Call the box office
at 342-9197.Tickets are $20.

Saturday, March 24
• Movie Night with The Jackson-

Macon Conservation Alliance is pre-
senting a day of movies at PAC from
1-8:30 p.m. 5 movies and one slide pre-
sentation all explore global climate
change or energy usage and alterna-
tive. It’s free.

• Mirror Lake Litter Pick-up. Meet
at Thorn Park by the bridge at 9 a.m.
All are welcome!

Sunday, March 25
• First Presbyterian Church will host

an old-fashioned hymn-sing at 4 p.m. in
the sanctuary.

Tuesday, March 27
• Episcopal Church Stations of the

Cross – 5 p.m.; Soup & Salad – 5:30
p.m.; Speaker the Rev. Gray Temple –
6 p.m. “Forgiveness/Reconciliation.” All
invited.

• HIARPT’s Walt Whitman’s
Leaves of Grass. Coordinator: Bill West
10 a.m. at the Highlands Civic Center.
Lunch will follow at 11:30 for those
wishing to attend.

• The Highlands Writers Group
presents “Writers in the Round” at 6:30
at the Instant Theater. Admission is free
and there will be a complimentary glass
of wine.

The dust has settled concern-
ing the transaction of property on
U.S. 64 east where a high-rise con-
dominium complex was planned.
Now, the buyer is ready to move
forward with his plans for High-
land Views.

Though a cloud still exists on

the 19-acre deed regarding the al-
lowance of multi-story condomin-
ium structures there, Friday, March
16, Developer Bill Shephard
closed on the two original tracts
for a total of 21-plus acres.

On the front 1.3 acres – the
tract without a cloud on the deed

— a four-story building housing
23, three-bedroom, 2,400-2,600
sq. ft. condominium units is
planned.

If the court removes the
cloud on the deed for the remain-
ing 19 acres, Shephard said a

Smaller hi-rise planned for U.S. 64 tract

•See CONDO page 22

Weekend Weather:

The hospital foundation
doesn’t know exactly why, but de-
spite a rocky year, donations were
up for 2005-2006.

“During last year’s period of
turmoil we had more contribu-
tions than the previous year,” said
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
Foundation board member Clem
Patton. “We don’t know if people
were stepping up or if had there
been no turmoil it would have
been even better year.”

In addition, Russell Harris,
director of the hospital founda-
tion said his donor list is growing.

“We had 176 new donors in
2006 and about 90 more people
gave in November of 2006 than
in November of 2005.”

The average gift last year was
$90, which is up, so there are more
donors giving a higher amount.

Current assets of the founda-
tion for fiscal year 2006 (Oct. 1,
2005-Sept. 30, 2006) were $20.75
million, down from $21.9 in
2005. But that’s not a true picture
of the state of affairs.

The foundation picked 2006
to clean up is assets and liabilities
– basically write off unfulfilled
pledges instead of keeping them
on the books as assets as in years
past.

“We still have a reserve for a
certain amount of uncollected
pledges that we are sure are com-
ing in and we count that as an as-

Audit shows
communty
still believes
in hospital

•See AUDIT page 22•See PINE STREET page 11

•See PARKING page 11

Though Mayor Don Mullen
thanked the Chamber of Com-
merce for all the work it put into
developing a new parking plan, in
the end, not much changed.

Except for the elimination of
some two-hour parking on
Church Street, Wednesday night
the board voted to basically keep
the parking plan that has been in
affect since 1999 – two-hour park-
ing down the center of Main, on
Fourth and part of Church streets,
unrestricted parking along the
curbs of Main and parking restrict-
ed for employees and business
owners on Main, Fourth and
Church streets.

Now Church Street only has
two-hour parking on half the
street – from Fourth Street to the
OEI property line on the south
and to the Church property line
on the north – basically in front
of the retail shops. However em-
ployee restrictions still applies.

“I don’t think we need as
much two-hour parking on
Church Street anymore,” said
Commissioner Amy Patterson.
Commissioner Hank Ross agreed
saying it was basically instituted to
alleviate construction parking on
the street.

The motion passed 4-1 with
Commissioner Ross dissenting.

Parking regs
change little

An unofficial groundbreaking
at Pine Street Park took place this
week.

Last week commissioners
asked Town Engineer Lamar Nix
to see if town crews could remove
the asphalt and concrete on the
park site. Nix said the asphalt
would be no problem but wasn’t
sure about the concrete.

Over the years, people have
claimed the concrete was riddled
with rebar and covered various fill

material.
In the end, the job was a piece

of cake.
“They removed it all quickly,”

said Ross. “The rumors about po-
tential problems were unfound-
ed.”

Ross said the Pine Street Steer-
ing Committee has secured free fill
to raise the park ground two to
three feet higher. “I think it’s nec-
essary due to the flooding in the

Pine St. Park gets face lift
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From my perspective

• FORUM • • LETTER FROM BOLIVIA •

Now we will soon have an open bar
in Highlands where people can
get mixed drinks and not be

required to “brown bag” or even have
dinner at the establishments. Other than
the private golf clubs on the plateau, The
Rib Shack and Madison’s are the only
restaurants allowed to do this. But they are
private clubs. At least that’s what the law of
North Carolina says, and we are bound by
that law. A tennis court out of town at “The
Farm,” a part of the Old Edwards Inn
Hospitality Group, the owner of these two
restaurants, makes them a club and it is all
legal.

A Franklin referendum on “liquor by
the drink” passed last year. With the
passage of time in North Carolina, a dry
state for many years, we have slowly moved
to statewide liquor by the drink in our
restaurants. The larger cities have had it for
some time and the state law states that the
decision is by local option. In all fairness to
the other restaurants in Highlands I think
it is time for our town to have a
referendum on liquor by the drink. I am
not taking a position on whether we have
this here or not, but I believe it is time for
this decision to be made by our citizens. I
welcome public comment on this
suggestion.

We had a good combined meeting of
the Town Board of Commissioners and the
Planning Board last week and were able to
set some priorities with what needs to be
done among the long list of projects. The
intensity and time taken with working on
ETJ set many things on the back burner.
The fact that we do not yet have a
permanent zoning planner and manager
will slow things down a bit but there are
still some things that the Planning Board
can do such as complete ETJ zoning in
Horse Cove and possibly Clear Creek along
with cleaning up some of the recent
ordinance changes necessitated by ETJ such
as clustering and non-conforming uses.

•See MULLEN page 8

This was one of those blessed
weekends that makes you sure there
really is a God, and he led us all the

way.
We had breakfast Saturday morning at

eight and we were to leave at nine.
Following breakfast I went to the pharmacy
as the pharmacist promised all the
medicines I had ordered would be
ready. She had said the same on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday but I
had faith that all the medicines would
be there and my faith was not
displaced.

Five boxes of medicines richer and
$700 less wealthy, I returned to the
hotel to pick up the rest of the group.
It had rained quite a lot during the
night and there was some concern
about the state of the road we would
have to take to get to Santa Maria. The
main road was fine, but then we
turned onto a dirt road, and I knew the
rest of the trip would be an adventure.

The road was wide and farms of
sugar cane lined the path, but the road
itself was a sea of mud. With four
wheel drive, we did quite well but our
windshield was so muddy I could
hardly see. When we approached a

News from Dr. John in Bolivia – part 1
truck that was stuck I knew we were in
trouble. The taxi that had led the way got
stuck, but was able to get by the truck and
the mud with the help of several of the
men working with the truck. I thought I
could get through on the other side of the
road, but I got caught in a deep rut, and the

mud in the middle was so high that it got
stuck under the truck and lifted the wheels
up enough to be useless.

With some cut tree branches, we were
able to lever the truck backwards until we
were able to dig a channel to let me escape
from the rut. I was able to get to the other

side of the bad place and we finally
got to our destination and set up our
clinic in a school house. The man in
charge of the school just happened to
be there. They did have electricity and
we had a strong cell signal for the
phone which I found both comforting
and confusing. I don’t always get a
good signal in the town of Montero.

We all prayed there would be no
more rain or we might have to spend
the night here. Unannounced and
unplanned, it came to me as no
surprise that people began to
congregate to be seen by the medical
team. In less than one hour there were
at least 100 people waiting. Numbers
were passed out and the patients were
seen in numerical order. This
technique had always worked before
when we had so many people and it
worked again.

While patients waited, Martha,
Michelle and Maria Eugenia did skits to
entertain and educate them about God. My
medicine would only work for a few days
or weeks, but their message might help
some for much longer.

The first patient had scleroderma, as
diagnosed by his fingers which had a very
characteristic appearance. If he had lived in
a cold climate, he would have ulcers on the
finger tips, so perhaps he is lucky to live
here. There is no cure for this systemic
disease that affects the esophagus as well as
the skin. I asked him if he had trouble
eating and he said he could not swallow
well. That, however, was not the problem
for which he came to the clinic. He was
having symptoms compatible with the
dengue. I didn’t bother to tell him about
his real problem as there is nothing we
could do for him whether he lived here in
Bolivia or in Boston where he could go to
one of the best hospitals in the world.

Many, if not all the children had
parasites. The microscope worked well and
the eggs of the ascaris worm were easy to
see. Most of the kids and their family had
actually seen the worms and these children
we treated without doing a stool test. Many
of the children and adults were anemic.
Some of this is nutritional, as there is little

•See BOLIVIA page 10
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Steve Abranyi
828-787-2297
828-342-3234
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“Green Building

Options!”

Call today for information.

Highlands – 828-526-2412
Lake Toxaway – 828-883-8004

or visit our website at:
www.schmittbuilders.com

“Building Dreams
Since 1965”
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• OBITUARIES •
Louise N. Holland

Louise N. Holland, age 70, of Highlands, NC died Monday, March 12, 2007 at St.
Joseph’s Hospital in Asheville. She was born in Jackson County, NC, the daughter of the
late Paul and Grace McKinney Norton. She was a homemaker.

She is survived by her husband of 50 years, Guy Holland; two daughters, Patricia
Watts and her husband, Tommy of Clayton, GA and Sheila Holland of Cookeville, TN.
Three grandchildren and one great-grandchild also survive. She was preceded in death
by a brother, Tommy Norton who died in 1973.

Funeral services were held Wednesday, March 14, at 2 p.m. in the Chapel of Bryant
Funeral Home in Highlands with Rev. Dan Robinson officiating. Burial will be in the
Highlands Memorial Park. Cliff Talley, Jimmy Lowe, Gary Ammons, Tommy Watts, Bobby
Zoellner, and Buddy Elmore served as pallbearers.

Bryant Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.
Online condolences can be made by visiting www.MeM.com or

www.bryantfuneralhomes.com.

Frederick Willert Chesna
Frederick Willert Chesna, 71, died peacefully after a brief and sudden illness at his

home in Otto, N.C. on Wednesday, March 14.  He was preceded in death by his mother,
Lucille Willert Chesna, and his father, Gustave Joseph Chesna.  He is survived by his
wife, Betty Ann Chesna, to whom he was married for 49 years; his brother, Paul Timothy
Chesna, of Birmingham, MI; his sister, Nancy Sherman, of Williamsburg, VA; his children,
Karen C. Adams of Callaway, VA, and Gregory James Chesna, of Lawrenceville, GA; and
two grandchildren. 

Born and raised in Birmingham, MI, he was a 1953 graduate of Wylie E. Groves
High School and attended The University of Michigan and Detroit Institute of Technology. 
He served in the United States Air Force Reserve from 1957 until 1964.  He retired in
1997 from his position as Senior Administrator/Design for Manufacturing, North
American Operations after 46 years of service to General Motors.

He and his family were very active members of Christ Church Cranbrook in
Bloomfield Hills, MI.  After his retirement to North Carolina, he and his wife enjoyed
singing in the choir at the Church of the Incarnation in Highlands. 

Services were held March 17 in Highlands at Episcopal Church of the Incarnation at
2 p.m. with Father Brian Sullivan officiating. In lieu of flowers, the family would prefer
gifts be made to American Cancer Society.

Bryant Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.
Online condolences can be made by visiting www.MeM.com or www.

bryantfuneralhomes.com.

Employment Opportunity
Retail Sales Associate position open for the 2007 season (May-

October). We are seeking an energetic, positive person for full-time/seasonal
employment who is interested in learning about and selling fine Asian art
and jewelry in a long established retail business.

Retail experience not necessary, only a willingness to learn. Your
duties will include retail sales of jewelry, antiques, gifts and all other
merchandise on a non-commission basis: interaction with clientele of shop in
a friendly, courteous and helpful nature; daily upkeep of shop including, but
not limited to, arrangement and display of merchandise, cleaning of areas as
needed, and possible clerical duties.

Hours are from 8:00-5:00, Monday thru Saturday, 4 to 5 days
minimum, including Memorial Day & Labor Day, Sundays plus Sundays in
October. Salary is negotiable.

Contact: Katrina Laverty for interview at 800-437-2741 or
828-526-2769.Bob and Sammie Houston celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on march

14, 2007. They will be honored at a luncheon reception at their daughter’s home
March 17 given by their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. They

have two children, Tim of Young Harris, GA, and Karen and her husband Joe of High-
lands. They have four grandchildren: Danae and husband, Scott of Highlands their grand-
son Trent wh is a student at UNC-Chapel Hill and is studying abroad in Dijon, France,
Matt and Melissa who reside in Young Harris, GA. They have one great-granddaughter,
Adisyn of Highlands. The couple enjoyed a memorable trip back to Ireland recently to
celebrate this special occasion. Their family is thankful for the blessing and inspiration
they have been to them.

• ANNIVERSARY •

Sammie and Bobby Houston celebrate 50 years



Page 4 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, March 22, 2007

• LAUGHING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback
is encouraged!

email:
askfredanything@aol.com

There are some things in
life dubbed “common
sense,” like not taking a

sedative and laxative at bed-
time. You just don’t do that.
You’re probably not going to
believe this but I, of all peo-
ple, have been accused of not
using common sense when I
write. (Ha) Actually, this is a
good thing because once it’s es-
tablished that I have no com-
mon sense, there is soooo
much more I can get away
with.

When I was a police ad-
ministrator, I was known for
using good common sense.
Once I retired and decided to
jump off cliffs for a living, people began to
re-evaluate my common sense level. Then
I began to write for this paper and any re-
maining semblance of common sense was
lost. It’s currently at the “duh” level.

The teensy tiny eensy beensy little bit
that remains in my being tells me not to
write again about sleazy real estate agents,
slow as molasses building contractors who
rip you off, OEI shenanigans and bumbling
cops with donuts in their holsters. If these
people ever get together, I could be put to
the stake.

Then there are the Jews. I love to make
fun of Jewish people, but don’t. I spent my
entire adult life working among them and,
as an ethnic group, have grown very fond
of them. (Bigots, suck it up.) Because I know
their idiosyncrasies so well, it would be fun
and easy for me to nail them, but that speck
of common sense left in my being tells me
not to do that. Goyim making fun of Jews
and mixing laxatives and sedatives at bed
time have about the same results and fall
under the heading of “duh” common sense.

So today, I spent the better part of my
morning searching through my hard drive,
the newspapers, the obituaries (making fun
of dead people can also be tricky) and sev-
eral magazines for something new I could
trash. Pickins’ are slim because it seems I
have either made fun of or insulted every-
thing on the planet. What’s a mother to do?

I am currently working on an adult
version of the old children’s story entitled
“Puss in Boots” but it won’t be out for a
while. I need something for now.

I did find several things with potential,
but I can’t seem to get my thoughts togeth-
er. One was “Bowling for Bimbos” where
the owner of a bowling alley substituted
curvy little hot babe bowling pins for the
regular ones. It’s definitely a guy thing. Sup-
posedly the person who knocks over the
most bimbos for the evening gets to go out
with the owner’s daughter. She reportedly

can eat corn on the cob
through a picket fence while
drinking a whole liter of sar-
saparilla without taking in air.
I may do a story just on her.

Another thing that
earned my interest was a ru-
mor that Sly, our very own
“Rocky Balboa,” currently
drawing Social Security, lost
the fight because a gummy
bear shoved up his nose to
stop bleeding got sucked into
his lung. Hmmm, a gummy
bear in a lung; I can do some-
thing with that.

I could make fun of beau-
ty salons and barber shops
but again, that speck of com-

mon sense left in me tells me to never make
fun or ridicule a person who has a razor or
pair of scissors in his hand. I may lack com-
mon sense, but I am not stupid.

The most fun I have ever had was writ-
ing several pieces about deer hunters. Again,
this can be dangerous for a person like me
who admire and love deer that breathe. For
sure, hiking the forest becomes more ad-
venturous.

Maybe I should write about a donut
eating police officer who goes deer hunt-
ing and accidentally shoots a real estate
agent who also owns a contracting busi-
ness. That should just about finish me off.
At least the story would have a happy end-
ing.

And finally there is this toilet humor
thing I seem to be obsessed with. As you
are aware, I love my toilet humor but I can’t
go there often because a group of readers
have formed a SOF group and are signing
petitions against me. My fear is they will
band together with real estate agents, build-
ing contractors, police officers and deer
hunters. It’s my worst nightmare.

SOF stands for “stamp out Fred.”
• Read Laughing at Life while you are

away at: http://www.highlandsinfo.com/
newspaperdownload.htm

Never take a sedative and a
laxative together

Macon County 4-H is taking orders
for raspberry, blueberry, blackberry and
strawberry plants, grape vine, apple and
pear trees. A limited supply of plants will
be available, so place your orders early with
Cooperative Extension at 349-2046. Pick-
up dates are Tuesday, April 3, 1-6 p.m., and
Wednesday, April 4, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m., at the
Agricultural Services Center, 193 Thomas
Heights Road in Franklin.

Berry plants
available
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HHARDWARE
330 Dillard Road

Upper Level of Highlands Decorating
Phone: 828-526-3719

IGHLANDS Derek Taylor

330 Dillard RD
Highlands

828-526-3571

Benjamin Moore Paints
Custom Area Rugs

Fabrics
Floor Coverings

Tile
Wall Coverings

Window Treatments

HDC
HIGHLANDS

DECORATING
CENTER

American Upholstery
We Repair Furniture from frame

Residential or Commercial • 37 Years Experience
Free Estimates • Free Pick-up and Delivery

Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
102 S. College Street • (864) 638-9661P.O. Box 593

Walhalla, SC 29691

• REMODELING & DESIGN•

828-743-5451 Village Square in Sapphire

HomePlace Blinds & Design Of Sapphire Valley
Custom Window Coverings – Heritance® hardwood shutters
 Duette® honeycomb shades, Country Woods® Collection™

Custom Closet Systems , Unique Home Accessories

465 Main Street
Highlands, North Carolina

European and American Antiques
Gifts and Home Accessories
Designer Women’s Apparel

Jewelry, Handbags and Scarves

New Spring Items
Arriving Daily!

Select Group Of Ladies Wear 40% – 75% Off 
Select Jewelry 40% – 50% Off 

828.787.1877
Open year-round

Monday through Saturday
 and select Sundays

www.acornsonline.com
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Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

Dr. Fredrick Banting
found the treatment
of diabetes in a dream.

Sir Alexander Flemming
discovered penicillin after
observing that bacteria failed to
grow in a culture dish contami-
nated with bread mold. Many
antibiotics are products of
naturally occurring fungi.
The introduction of
tamoxifen, produced from the
Pacific yew tree, and a mainstay
in the prevention of recurrent
breast cancer, resulted in such
aggressive harvesting that for a
time, extinction of the tree was
feared.

I met a guy whose father, a
missionary in Haiti with no
medical knowledge, had
invented an ointment with
remarkable healing properties.
Among other botanical ingredi-
ents the preparation included
the bark of the red oak tree. I
saw a home-produced VCR
which demonstrated the
elimination of truly ghastly skin
lesions. Bed sores disappeared
almost as if by magic, and lab
analysis suggested efficacy
against resistant Staphococcus. I
passed on an invitation to invest
in its commercialization. Maybe
I’ll be sorry someday.

The pharmaceutical
industry spends billions
scouring the earth and probing
the seas in search of effective
biological treatments. Aspirin
came from a willow tree.
Perhaps God sometimes
whispers into the ear of a

sleeping person, his way of
apologizing for earth- quakes,
tsunamis, and AIDS. 

Yahya Jammeh, the
president of Gambia, a tiny and
impoverished west African nation,
has announced that he has found
a cure for HIV/AIDS. The cure, a
blend of roots and herbs was
revealed to him in a dream in
which his ancestors spoke to him.
CNN Television video shows
Jammeh wearing a brilliant white
robe, carrying a leather bound
copy of the Quran, and looking
very much the part of a healer, or
a charlatan. The report includes
an image of a three-year-old
drinking a cloudy brown liquid,
poured from a bottle that had
originally contained Aunt
Jemima Pancake Syrup. A few
testimonials follow. Each
patient claims to have
experienced restoration of energy,
weight gain, and cure of his
disease.

Cure concoctions
Health officials from both

the United Nations and World
Health Organization demon-
strate understandable skepticism,
but their doubt has a hard edge,
almost as if they hope it isn’t
true.

This is Africa, where last year
the South African Minister of
Health announced that a diet of
garlic, roast beef, and
lemon juice is more effective
than standard anti-retroviral
medicines.

This is Africa, where many
believe that having intercourse
with a virgin will cure HIV/AIDS.
This is Africa, where it must be a
lousy place to be a virgin.

Yet one remembers that just
a few years ago, the World
Health Organization opposed
treating AIDS in Africa, because it
was not economically effective.
The WHO disregarded not only
the transnational spread of the
disease, but more importantly
dismissed the value of human
life on an entire continent. So I
don’t think that the WHO has
much residual moral authority.

There are certainly grave
concerns here. President Jammeh
has refused to offer any proof
of cure. Patients must stop taking
anti-retro viral drugs while under
treatment by their president,
which, if the therapy is ineffec-
tive, will cause acceleration of
the disease. People of Gambia
may die needlessly while
pursuing the dream of cure.

On the other hand, unlikely
as it seems, this strange concoc-

tion might cure AIDS/HIV.
Frankly, the whole thing looks
like a farce, from the presidential
costume to his claim that he can
treat AIDS only on Monday and
Thursday. He treats asthma on
Wednesday. Friday is reserved for
prayer. Tuesday must be dedicat-
ed to affairs of state. We talk
about the “sniff test” and this
doesn’t smell good.

Despite it all, and despite
the fact that I was trained in

scientific western medicine, I still
believe in miracles. I can hope
that President Jammeh’s next
honor may be a Nobel Prize in
Medicine. But if I had AIDS/HIV,
I wouldn’t give up my anti-
retroviral drugs, not until I saw
something more convincing than
a guy in a white robe dispensing
an unknown liquid form a
plastic bottle, and buttressed by
a few enthusiastic testimonials.
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• REFLECTIONS FROM TURTLE POND •

Katie Brugger

The tide seems to have
turned on climate change;
now it seems that global

warming is accepted by (almost)
everyone as reality.

Al Gore has played a huge
part in this transformation of
opinion. Gore’s film An
Inconvenient Truth lays out the
evidence for climate change so
clearly using diagrams and
photographs that most viewers
leave the theater convinced.

The film vividly depicts the
effects of warming that has
already happened. Pictures of
glaciers taken decades apart
from the same vantage point
show the retreat or complete
disappearance of the ice. One set
is taken in Glacier National
Park, what Gore suggests we’ll
have to rename “the park
formerly known as Glacier,”
because scientists predict that
within 15 years all the glaciers in
the park will be melted.

So what does this mean?
What do we have in our future? I
read a couple of books to try
and find some answers.

I am a very optimistic
person; my husband gets mad at
me some times for being such a
“Pollyanna” because I can find
the silver lining in the darkest of
clouds. But after reading these
books I have struggled with a
profound despair about the
future of the human race.

The Winds of Change:
Climate, Weather, and the
Destruction of Civilizations, by
Eugene Linden looks at a
number of civilizations that
mysteriously disappeared,
including the Mayans and the
Viking Greenland colony, and
argues that the cause of their
downfall was climate change.

Linden wrote about global
environmental issues for Time
magazine, and it shows in his
clear writing. The book is very
easy to read…until you come to
the section about climate
science. Everything gets very
complicated, but that is how
complex the science is. Climate
science needs to take into
account the way the Earth
wobbles as it changes its angle of
inclination towards the Sun, not
to mention sunspots, the
interaction of the atmosphere
and the oceans, volcanic
eruptions, etc.

The terrifying new finding
in climate science? The climate
can switch from, say, an ice age
to a temperate climate in a
decade, not the thousand-year

timeframe previously thought.
In January a New York Times

article about a “new age of
geography” caught my eye.
Seems the melting of the
Greenland glaciers is revealing
hundreds of islands off the
coast, uncharted and unnamed,
just waiting to be “discovered.”

“Greenland is covered by
630,000 cubic miles of ice,
enough water to raise global sea
levels by 23 feet. The abrupt
acceleration of melting in
Greenland has taken climate
scientists by surprise. Until
recently, the consensus of
climate scientists was that the
impact of melting polar ice
sheets would be negligible over
the next 100 years. Tidewater
glaciers, which discharge ice into
the oceans as they break up in
the process called calving, have
doubled and tripled in speed all
over Greenland.” “The Warming
of Greenland,” by John Collins
Rudolf, January 16, 2007.

Then I read Collapse: How
Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed,
by Jared Diamond to see how
climate change factors into this
author’s thesis. Diamond
studied many of the same
societies as Linden and he agrees
that climate changes did
contribute to their collapse; he
just suggests that the story is
more nuanced.

Diamond also chronicles
the societal collapse of the
ancient Easter Islanders,
Anasazis of the American
Southwest, and modern-day
Haitians and Rwandans. He
balances his account with some
societies that succeeded in
solving the problems facing
them: Japan, the Dominican
Republic, and New Guinea
(seem to be fewer who succeed).

A common feature in all
societies that collapsed:
deforestation. Japan figured this
out in the 1600s and began to
manage their forests. Now of
course Japan is deforesting other
nations, such as Indonesia.

Why did the few societies
survive, while most collapsed?
“A society’s responses depend on
its political, economic, and
social institutions and on its
cultural values. Those
institutions and values affect
whether the society solves (or

Winds of change are blowing

Easy WEasy WEasy WEasy WEasy Ways toays toays toays toays to
Reduce EnerReduce EnerReduce EnerReduce EnerReduce Energy Usegy Usegy Usegy Usegy Use

1. Change a light1. Change a light1. Change a light1. Change a light1. Change a light
Replacing one regular light

bulb with a compact
fluorescent light bulb will

save 150 pounds of carbon
dioxide a year.
2. Drive less2. Drive less2. Drive less2. Drive less2. Drive less

You’ll save one pound of
carbon dioxide for every mile

you don’t drive.
3. Recycle mor3. Recycle mor3. Recycle mor3. Recycle mor3. Recycle moreeeee

You can save 2,400 pounds
of carbon dioxide per year by

recycling just half your
household waste.

4. Check your tir4. Check your tir4. Check your tir4. Check your tir4. Check your tireseseseses
Keeping your tires properly
inflated can increase gas

mileage by 3%. Every gallon
of gasoline keeps 20 pounds
of carbon dioxide out of the

atmosphere.
5. Use less hot water5. Use less hot water5. Use less hot water5. Use less hot water5. Use less hot water

Install a low-flow
showerhead (saves 350

pounds a year) and wash
your clothes in cold or warm
water (500 pounds saved per

year).
6. A6. A6. A6. A6. Avoid prvoid prvoid prvoid prvoid products with a lotoducts with a lotoducts with a lotoducts with a lotoducts with a lot

of packagingof packagingof packagingof packagingof packaging
You can save 1,200 pounds
by cutting down your trash

by 10%.
7. Adjust your thermostat7. Adjust your thermostat7. Adjust your thermostat7. Adjust your thermostat7. Adjust your thermostat

Keeping your house 2
degrees cooler in winter and
2 degrees warmer in summer

will save 2,000 pounds a
year.

8. Plant a tr8. Plant a tr8. Plant a tr8. Plant a tr8. Plant a treeeeeeeeee
A single tree will absorb one
ton of carbon dioxide in its

lifetime.
9. T9. T9. T9. T9. Turn off electrurn off electrurn off electrurn off electrurn off electroniconiconiconiconic

devicesdevicesdevicesdevicesdevices
Turn off your TV, computer,
and stereo when you’re not

using them; you’ll save
thousands of pounds a year.

•See BRUGGER page 16

Spring is right
around the corner ...

and so is

On the Cashiers Road...a mile from Main Street

March Hours:
Monday-Sunday • 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

526-5551

526-0500 526-8800
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• CP: OFFICE LINEBACKER •
Calling audibles on sports and life

w w w . C 2 1 M o u n ta i n L i f e s t y l e s . c o m

Two local offices to serve you

WELL MAINTAINED RENTAL HOME 

w/excellent rental history.  Recent 

updates include windows, roof, siding 

and heat pump.  Only 3.5 miles to 

Highlands city limits.  

$199,500.    MLS# 61135.

investment

investment

opportunity

opportunity

Cashiers 

828-743-7999
Highlands

828-787-2121

Katie
Durham
takes
control of
the ball at
the away
Swain
game on
March 12.

Girls
soccer
going
strong

Photo by Noel Atherton

Christopher Potts
John Cleaveland Realty
feedback encouraged:

cpottswriting@gmail.com

Bullets for ‘Buckeyes’

The first week of March
Madness has
concluded and there

were a lot of interesting
stories occurring both on
and off the court.
However, I’m giving myself
a pat on the back for my
prediction of Duke losing
in the first two rounds.
More on that to come a
little later though, but now
it’s time for bulleting!

• My complete disdain
for officials and
announcers has doubled
with the incidents
involving Tyler
Hansbrough and Greg Oden.

Duke guard/forward Gerald
Henderson’s punch (yeah, it was a
punch) leads to a broken nose and a
slew of “was it/wasn’t it intentional”
lines from Billy Packer.

First off, who goes to block a shot
with their elbow/forearm? How do you
blame the victim for getting hit? Just
ask Packer, who was adamant that
Hansbrough shouldn’t have been in the
game in the first place, that it wasn’t a
dirty shot, and that Henderson was the
victim for being suspended for a game
after all was said and done.

Compare that to Greg Oden, who
fouled out against Xavier by shoving a
player with both arms fully extended. It
was easily an intentional foul, should
have been a flagrant foul, and Xavier
should have beaten Ohio State.

Granted, Xavier blew their chances
in overtime on their own, but there
never should have been one. Hearing
the announcers genuine excitement that
Ohio State came back to win is also
very irritating to everyone but Ohio
State fans.

There is a reason schools have their
own broadcasting network, so it’s
perfectly alright to be biased towards
one team. Announcers for a network
should be unbiased, just like officials.
Too bad it doesn’t happen that way.

• Congratulations to Virginia
Commonwealth for upsetting Duke in
the first round.

The Ram’s Eric Maynor had ice
water in his veins for his game winning
shot. VCU followed the preset formula
for defeating the Blue Devils and Duke
followed their pattern of losing the
game by building a lead and letting it
slip away.

At least Coach K has some time off
to scout replacements for Martynas
Pocius and Josh McRoberts. Duke

haters will not let Coach
K forget this upset, as they
have already started VCU
chants where K has made
an appearance for a
recruit.

• There are no double
digit seeds left in this
year’s tournament, so CBS
is forced to refer to teams
like Tennessee and UNLV
as Cinderella teams.

UNLV, yes. Tennessee
has been solid all year, so
I’m not buying it. Unless
they beat Ohio State,
there are no real
Cinderella teams this

season.
The games are still very exciting, so

I guess a tip of the cap is in order for
the selection committee.

• Just because there is only one
ACC team left doesn’t mean the ACC is
a weak conference. Duke might have
been over seeded at 6, and the match
ups for Maryland and Virginia were very
equal. The conference isn’t top heavy,
but 7 teams is still no easy task unless
it’s the Big East with 16 teams.

• I saw a video by Peter Rosenburg
that anyone who doesn’t like Duke will
love. Youtube Rosenburg’s name at your
own risk, and don’t say I didn’t warn
you. I am not responsible for the
laughter or anger that can occur after
seeing this video.

Note:
This article is not intended to be a

Duke bashing article, but since I’m a
UNC homer and I’m fully expecting the
entire world to say something to me if
Carolina loses, so I’ll take my poison
later if it happens while I smile after last
week. Enjoy the Sweet 16 everyone!

Old-fashioned
hymn-sing set
for March 25

First Presbyterian Church will host an
old-fashioned hymn-sing at 4 p.m. on
Sunday, March 25.

Those attending may choose a hymn
from the 1938 Cokesbury Hymnal. The
song leader will be Stell Huie and Angie
Jenkins will play the piano.

The church is at 471 Main Street. Join
them for an hour of singing and fellow-
ship.
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Signature Hair Designs for  Men &  Women

Barbara, Gale & Van • 526-0349 • Open  Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

(828) 526-4192
460 Dillard Road in The Great Things! Shopping Plaza

OPEN: Tues. - Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-3 • Monday by appt.

Patricia Barnes • Master Cosmetologist
Caprita Barnes • Master Cosmetologist

Sharon Taylor • Massage Therapist
Justin Taylor • Ace Certified Personal Trainer

NC LMBT #1429

• SALONS & SPAS •

828-526-8832

MASSAGE THERAPY
REFLEXOLOGY ~ AROMATHERAPY

GIFTS • NCLMBT

225 Spring Street • Highlands
SpaOnSpring@aol.com

Images Unlimited
HAIR • NAILS • TANNING

828-526-9477

Hair, Nails & Tanning
Hair Stylists: Marisa & Judi • Nail Tech: Sharon

Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. unti • 44 Satulah Roadl.

Mountain Magic Salon
Call for appointment

526-4049

at 526-3939
549 E. Main St.

– Upper L
evel 

–

The Falls on Main
Tracy, Joe, Lacy, Heather, and Janet Marie

Creative Concepts Salon

• HIS & HERS •
Parts of the Land Use Plan can continue to
be worked on and hopefully completed
but much of that will depend on the input
of a new Zoning Manager. All in all it was a
good meeting with the Planning Board.
Under the fine leadership of Griffin Bell I
am sure much will be accomplished by
that board in the coming months.

Maybe we here in Highlands are going
to be part of the great comeback of the
Chestnut Tree. I remember my parents
talking about the blight in the Chestnut
trees around Western North Carolina and
in the entire east when I was a child. This
loss of our Chestnut trees began almost

100 years ago and wiped out virtually all
Chestnut trees by the 1930s. It involved
almost 25% of the trees in our eastern
forest and national parks. But now it looks
like a hybrid of the Chestnut has been
developed. We planted two dozen of these
hybrid trees around the Recreation Park
parking lot last Friday thanks to our GIS
engineer and town arborist Matt Shuler
who took a special interest in the project.
The more green we can keep in our
community and actually add to our town
the better place we will have to live. Thanks
go to Matt Shuler for his leadership in tree
conservation and growth.

... MULLEN from page 2

Michelle Mead & John Armor
michiemead@aol.com

John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

I’ve been
following the
unfortunate

career of Harry
Reid since he
joined the US
Senate in 1986. His
latest
pronouncement,
concerning the
firing of eight US
Attorneys, is one
more example that
he will do and say
whatever he can
get away with, to
earn himself either
political capital, or capital gains in a
land deal.

Is that too harsh a judgment of a
man who is now the Majority Leader in
the US Senate? Judge for yourself.

Here’s what Harry Reid said on TV,
in front of God and everybody, about
the decision of the Bush Administration
to terminate eight (less than 10% of all
the US Attorneys): He called on
Attorney General Gonzales to resign “in
order to restore the Justice
Department’s credibility on both sides
of the aisle.” He also described the
actions as one of the most “shocking
abuses of power” that he had ever seen.

Apparently the Senator from
Searchlight, Nevada, was previously
blind, since President Clinton in 1993,
and President Reagan in 1981, both
fired all of the currently serving US
Attorneys, or about 90 of them, in one
fell swoop. Senator Reid was not
around to comment on the Reagan
mass removal of US Attorneys in 1981.
But he was in the Senate in 1993 for the
Clinton purge.

And what did Harry Reid, a
Democrat, say about that? Not a
discouraging word was heard, to quote
a famous Western song. And did he
demand the resignation of Attorney
General Janet Reno, a Democrat, at that
time? Not on your tintype.

Let’s get some particulars on the
table. All US Attorneys are appointed by
the President. And today, all of them
serve at the “pleasure of the President”
after they have completed their initial
four years after confirmation by the
Senate. Harry Reid is not a stupid man.
He knows that any President, at any
time, has the power to remove eight (or
more) US Attorneys without stating a
reason for those removals.

So, what really has Senator Reid’s
knickers in a knot on this subject?
There are two reasons, one personal/
political and the other party/political.

The personal side
is that one of the
Attorneys
dismissed was a
protege of Reid.
The political side
is that the eight
dismissed
attorneys were
apparently slack
in pursuing cases
of election fraud.
The largest single
source of election
fraud cases is a
national
organization

called ACORN. It’s full name is the
Association of Community
Organizations for Reform Now.

In the last presidential election
ACORN registered about 1 million new
“voters.” Since then, its employees and
representatives have pleaded guilty or
been found guilty in dozens of cases of
fraud, including providing heroin as
compensation for the filing of
fraudulent registrations. And most of
the new “voters” discovered by ACORN
are in a group that votes 90% for
Democrats.

So, a win-at-any-cost Democrat,
which I believe Harry Reid to be, would
not be eager for US Attorneys to
investigate fraud in federal elections. As
for why I place Senator Reid in that
category, it goes back to his first
election.

I had spent 25 years traveling
around the country as an expert witness
on behalf of ALEC (a membership
organization of state legislators) on
behalf of the proposed Balanced Budget
Amendment to the US Constitution.
The form of the proposed Amendment
that ALEC supported was the one
drafted by Dr. Milton Friedman.

In his campaign to become a US
Senator, Harry Reid repeatedly told his
constituents that he would “vote for the
Balanced Budget Amendment.” Within
three months of taking office, Reid had
a chance to do just that. The BBA failed
to get a 2/3rds vote in the Senate by a
single vote on that occasion. And Reid,
contrary to his pledge to his state, voted
against the BBA.

So, Harry Reid’s latest political
dishonesty is no surprise to me. He can
get away with lying about the right to
remove US Attorneys only with either
the incompetence or the connivance of
the press. Placing the facts of what
Presidents Reagan and Clinton did
concerning US Attorneys in articles

Prosecutors, hypocrisy and Harry Reid

•See HIS & HER page 9
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• THE CONSERVATIVE POV •

The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a Highlands home of your own?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a lot, parcel or acreage in the Highlands area?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a vacation rental in the mountains?
Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS

VACATION  RENTALS
You can check home availability and BOOK ONLINE

with our secure server.
FOR SALE – You can read important facts and informa-
tion on our listings – contact us and we can send you

info on ANY listing. Call 526-3717 • 401 N. Fifth Streetinfo@chambersagency.net
www.chambersagency.net

Enter the following coupon code when checking out and we’ll donate
5% of your order in your name to the charity named.

Highlands School:  Coupon# HS12001
Summit Charter School:  Coupon#SC12002
The Girls’ Clubhouse:  Coupon#GC12004
Highlands Playhouse:  Coupon# HP12005

highlandsgifts.com, Inc.
P.O. Box 575

Highlands, NC 28741-0575
Phone: 877-509-6808 • Email: info@highlandsgifts.com

www.highlandsgifts.com

Highlands Own Internet Shopping

Manley’s
Auto Service

1597 S. Fourth Street
828-526-9805

Complete Auto Care
Towing Service Available

U-Haul Rentals
• ASE Certified

James “Popcorn” Manley
Owner/Operator

• 24 Hour Service
• AAA provider

• Local & Long Distance Hauls

Manley’s Towing Service
526-9805 or 342-0583

A PROMISE FROM

Steve, Lori, Judy, Janice, Pam, Lila, Leesa
“If we can’t offer you equal or better

coverage with an equal or better price,
we’ll tell you. Give us a try.

We want what’s best for you.”
AUTO • BUSINESS • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH
472 Carolina Way • Highlands, N.C.
828-526-3713 • 800-333-5188

WAYAH INSURANCE GROUP

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

“Simple measures of
stockpiling food or
of introducing

variables of climatic
uncertainty into economic
projections of future food
supplies would be
appropriate.” Good grief,
has global warming reached
the point that we need to
stockpile food?

“Ominous signs of the
earth’s weather patterns have
begun to change
dramatically.” There is an
impending “drastic decline in food
production.” Political disruption
stemming from food shortages could
affect “just about every nation on earth.”
Yikes! Grab the beef jerky and head for
the storm cellar.

Great Scott! I didn’t realize the threat
of global warming had reached this
point. Surely, those must be quotes from
some fourth-rate sci-fi publication. Not
really. They came from an article
published in Newsweek, the nation’s self-
appointed scientific journal. They
appeared in the April 28, 1975 issue and
it dealt with GLOBAL COOLING!

In all fairness, NW was not alone in
pursuit of scientific truth. In 1972, the
National Science Board, the governing
body of the National Science Foundation,
was quoted in the Washington Post,
“Judging from the record of the past
interglacial ages, the present time of high
temperatures should be drawing to an
end …leading to the next glacial age”.
Following up in 1974, they said “During
the last 20 to 30 years, world temperature
has fallen, irregularly at first but more
sharply over the last decade.”

I could quote several highly respected
scientists whose names would mean
nothing to you, all on the coming ice age
bandwagon of the 70s, but let’s fast-
forward to 1992. Al Gore wrote a book
titled Earth in the Balance wherein he

advocated the elimination of the
internal combustion engine which means
your automobile, SUV, truck would be
history. That went well.

In 1999, in an interview with CNN,
Gore stated “ During my service in
Congress,

I took the initiative in creating the
Internet”. Well, no you didn’t. It was in
use before you were elected. I could go on
for hours. The totality of Gore’s
delusional beliefs, claims and
misstatements of facts put Dan Quayle’s
malapropisms to shame.

Today, Gore is the Champion of the
Global Warming movement. Well, he is a
lifelong enviromaniac, so why shouldn’t

he lend his considerable
delirium to the proposition?
We all know about his
“award winning”
documentary “An
Inconvenient Truth” which
somehow is being shown, as
I understand it, to every
schoolchild in America. I’d
love to know how that came
about. But I digress.

The same “scientific”
brilliance which said our
days were numbered due to
glaciers burying all mankind

are now the ones saying those glaciers are
melting at an alarming rate and we will
soon all drown. It’s hard to keep up with
the disaster du jour. The question now
becomes, why the reversal? What caused
the tea leaves to read hot when just a
short while ago they read cold?

Remember the Kyoto Protocol? It was
(and is) the UN’s attempt to diminish the
U.S. economic engine and give the
advantage to developing countries under
the guise of combating “global warming.”
As the development of the protocol was
being finalized in mid-1997, the US
Senate voted 95-0 to not consider
ratification until the terms of the deal
were balanced. It still hasn’t been ratified.

Curiously, however, on November
12, 1998, Vice-President Al Gore
symbolically signed the protocol. Since it
was never ratified, who knows what it
meant, if anything, other than to put
Gore out front on the issue.

Now the matter gets really foggy. As I
understand it, the 160 +/- countries
which participate were assigned limits of
emissions (China and India were given a
pass). Quoting from Wikipedia, “Kyoto
includes “flexible mechanisms” which
allow Annex I (forget it) economies to
meet their GHG (Greenhouse Gas)
emission limitation by purchasing “GHG
emission reductions” from elsewhere.
These can be bought from financial
exchanges such as the new EU Emissions
Trading Scheme.”

“Countries, in turn, set quotas on the
emissions of businesses. Business that are
over their quotas must buy carbon credits
for their excess emissions, while
businesses that are below their quotas can
sell their remaining credits. Credits can be
exchanged between businesses or bought
and sold in international markets at the
prevailing market price. There are
currently two exchanges for carbon
credits: the Chicago Climate Exchange
and the European Climate Exchange.”

Stay with me, it’s almost over.
And then there is Personal Carbon

It’s time to cool your jets

•See POV page 11

about Reid today would expose the
Senator’s hypocrisy. But almost no
mainstream media has bothered to
make that highly relevant comparison.

Seems like the press is defending
Senator Reid from the consequences of
his own dishonestly, doesn’t it?

 About the Author: John Armor has
practiced in the US Supreme Court for
33 years. John_Armor@aya.yale.edu He
lives in the 11th District of North
Carolina. He alternates columns with
Michele Mead.

... HIS & HER from 8



Join us for
Highlands Community Player’s
pre- & post-show parties on

Saturday:
March 31

Pre-show: wine & appetizers: 6 p.m.
Post-show: wine & dessert 9 p.m.

A Great Place to
Stay.

270 Main Street • 526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

Main Street
Inn

N.C. 106 in Great Things Plaza • 526-4429

Dinner: 5-10 nightly
Live Music Fridays at 9:30

Regional Menus & Extensive Wine List
International Cuisine

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •
Think “Fressers” for

Lunch & Dinner!
Gourmet meals • Fabulous Desserts • Wine

• Brown-bagging permitted
Open for lunch and dinner

Call for reservations • 526-4188

Open Thursday-Sunday in March
Serving Dinner from 5:30 p.m. • Reservations recommended

Wine Spectator’s “Best of Award of Excellence”

Ristorante Paoletti
Fine Italian dining since 1953. 440 Main StreetCall 526-4906

474 Main Street • 526-3807
Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Serving Dinner from 5:30
Reservations Recommended

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. – wine bar and small plates

Serving Lunch
Tuesday—Sunday • 11am—3pm

Don Leon’s Cafe
“Park anywhere,

but eat at Don Leon’s!”

30 Dillard Road, 526-1600828-526-2338

...ON THE VERANDAH
“...Highlands Most Scenic Dining

Wine Spectator Award
Since 1987

RESERVATIONS
SUGGESTED

otv1@ontheverandah.com

RE-OPENING FOR
OUR 27TH SEASON

Open on Fridays and Saturdays
for dinner from 6 p.m.

FOR RESERVATIONS OR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL 828-787-2604

OR VISIT US ONLINE AT OLDEDWARDSINN.COM

APRIL WINE DINNER

THE FARM AT OLD EDWARDS INN

THURSDAY, APRIL 26TH, 2007

6:00PM RECEPTION, 6:30PM DINNER

Featuring

Swanson Vineyards
Located in Napa Valley, California

Our presenter will be Winemaker, Chris Phelps

Six Course Gourmet Dinner
$169 Per Person Inclusive

13
59

75

Page 10 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, March 22, 2007

meat in the diet, but most is from
chronic illness from parasites.

One thing that did strike me
was the lack of the creeping
eruption that proved to be so
common in the previous clinic we
had. Now I had the medicine for
that problem and there was none.
Foot fungus was common but we
had no medicine for that. It will
disappear when the weather is
dryer. There were the usual
depressed people along with many
that had stomach pains. Some
probably had ulcers from being
infected with helicobacter pylori, a
bacteria that cause inflammation
of the stomach and ulcers. It comes
from poor sanitation which surely
is the case here.

We tried our best to treat
these cases with two kinds of
antibiotics in hope that the
combination might clear the
infection. Soon it was 2 p.m. and
we had to leave, with many
patients unseen, and many more
were on the way to be seen. As it
was, we had seen almost 75

patients. Whole families were
seen, but few of the children were
really sick. The mothers just
wanted them to be seen. All had
their blood pressure taken and
the adults had a diabetes test.

I was happy with the way we
were able to take care of the
patients, as Mary Yoder and
Nancy Main did the blood
pressure and some of the finger
sticking for blood sugar. Outside
the school room Martha, Michelle
and Eugenia managed to keep the
people happy. As we were leaving
they brought us chicken and rice
which we politely refused as we
had another birthday party to
attend. Most of my friends here
have birthdays in March. I felt bad
about leaving and not eating their
gift, but I knew the food would
not go to waste, and I wouldn’t
take the chance of eating in this
place knowing of all the patients
with the stomach bacteria and the
children with parasites. On the
way back the car was pulling
strongly to the right. As we arrived

at the hotel, there was the strong
smell of brakes. I hoped that the
car would not need another
mechanic to fix it again. The car
was muddy from front to back
and top to bottom.

Thankfully it had not rained
any more and the road had dried
sufficiently to make the return
trip a lot less adventurous than
the one going in. The birthday
party was at an estate in Santa
Cruz. A German family had come
here in the 70s and stayed,
becoming quite prosperous. The
son had married the daughter of
the Rotary vice-president and a
good friend of mine and several
of the group had actually stayed
with them over the years.

We had gone from one
extreme to the other, which is not
all that hard to do in Bolivia. It is
not unusual to have a beautiful
home right next to an adobe hut.
We returned home ready to go to
bed as this was a fun day but a
hard one. Maybe soon our bones
will stop shaking from the trip
down that road.

• Nest week: Part 2,

... BOLIVIA from page 2
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I’m DonLeon and that’s
MY opinion.

Proposal:
OEI should buy all
restaurants in town
so we can all have

bars!

• HIGHLANDS EATERIES •

“Quick Service Not Fast Food!”

At 4th & Spring streets...on the hill

526-5916

Hamburgers & Fries
Sandwiches & Salads

Ice Cream & More!
Open for lunch Mon.-Fri.

Now Trans Fat FREE

$10 minimum with credit card

Stop in for slow-cooked BBQ, Ribs,
Fried Chicken, Hot Wings and other
Southern favorites that’ll have you

coming back for more.

461 Spring Street • 526-2626

LUNCH
&

DINNER

Catering
Available

Pescado’s
Burritos

In the middle of 4th St.
Open for lunch

Mon-Sat. • 526-9313

High Country Cafe

526-0572
Cashiers Road next to the
Community Bible Church

Breakfast & Lunch
6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m

Sunday through Friday;
Saturday, 7 am.-1 p.m.

Down home
favorites

everyday!

Buck’s Coffee Cafe
Open 7 days a week

7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Coffee, tea, wine,
pastries, sandwiches

384 Main Street

Mon-Sat • 493 Dillard Rd.
526-2762

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

We are proud to announce the
addition of

Old Fashioned Cakes
By Cindy Lou

Delicious Homebaked from
scratch cakes!

You have got to try them...They
are as delicious as they look.

Also available:
Homebaked Sweetbread, Danish

& more by:
Season’s Sampler

... POV continued from page 9

Don and Min Swanson recently attended a dinner
featuring presidential candidate Mitt Romney sponsored
by the Spartanburg County Republican Party. The
following morning, FreedomWorks sponsored a breakfast
at which presidential candidate Duncan Hunter offered
his thoughts for the future.

Columnist meets Romney

Trading. This involves Domestic
Tradable quotas (DTQs) and
Personal Carbon Allowances
(PCAs). As far as I’m able to
determine, this is the scheme which
enables the filthy rich
environmentalists to fly their jets
spewing CO2 and heating their
28,000 square foot homes, buy
these things (call them indulgences)
and feel good about themselves.
Somebody takes the money and
plants trees. Wonderful. I feel warm
and fuzzy all over.

All of these tradable items were
spawned by the Kyoto Protocol,
promoted by Gore and now it is
learned that Gore and Maurice
Strong, billionaire Canadian
environmentalist, own the
exchanges that all these generically
called carbon offsets are traded and
are profiting nicely doing so. Follow
the money and learn the truth.

Perhaps this provides a motive
for the man-made climate crisis
known as Global Warming. If you
choose to dig deeply into this issue,
you may find your brain feeling like
it’s been in a blender and pureed.

The gobbledygook is stultifying.
If Gore engineered this whole

caboodle for personal profit, my

opinion of him has been
dramatically upgraded. It would take
a twisted but very clever mind to
think it up.

... PARKING continued from page 1
“I like everything the way it is now, except I’d like to see three-

hour parking and the elimination of the pass system,” he said. “Three
hours simplifies things because it will help the Realtors and help folks
who want to shop and eat and go in and out of hotels. There would
still be turnover. I’d like to try it for a year.”

But Commissioner Patterson and others said they liked it the way
it is. “I like the turnover and I really haven’t heard that many com-
plaints,” said Patterson.

Commissioner Alan Marsh said two-hour parking turnover is
particularly critical for Reeves Hardware.

A second motion to keep the Chamber’s pass system for one year
passed 4-1 with Commissioner James dissenting.

With the pass system, the chamber and merchants give visitors
passes allowing them to park anywhere for an indefinite period.

 “If we have a pass system, we might as well have no restrictions at
all,” said Commissioner Herb James.

Parking restrictions are in affect April 15-Nov. 30, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Call
526-0782

for
advertising
information.

area,” said Ross.
Mark Meadows, owner of Sapphire

Lakes Country Club, has offered the servic-
es of the golf course crew to grass the park
after the fill is in and he’s paying for the
materials.

Ross said the grass will be a temporary
thing because the creek still has to be re-
routed, but it will stabilize the dirt in the
meantime.

To date, the Pine Street Park group has
raised $710,000. Future donations are need-
ed to begin construction of the park. “We’re
two-thirds away with funding,” said Ross.

To make a donation, mail it to: High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust, PO Box 1703,
Highlands, NC 28741 Attn: Pine Street Park
Project.

... PINE STREET
continued from page 1
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On Sunday, March 18, Chaplain Margaret Howell was installed as
the minister of Holy Family Lutheran Church in Highlands.She was
installed by the Rev. Phil Tonnesen, Assistant to the Bishop of the NC
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Also in
attendance was the Rev. John Propst, who had served as interim
pastor of Holy Family Lutheran Church. Chaplain Howell previously
served at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Charlotte, NC. She and her
husband, Jon, will be residing in the Highlands area. From left: Rev.
John Propst, Chaplain Margaret Howell, and Rev. Phil Tonnesen.

Lutheran church welcomes new minister

By Elizabeth Gordon
The Highlands School 2007 Talent

Show of Shining Stars, Saturday, March 17
at Highlands School, was a spectacular
event.

Talents were showcased by many of ev-
ery age and grade. The teachers included
music teacher Ms. Kristina Kirchner, high
school English teacher Abigail Leather-
wood, and high school history teacher Sim-
eon Hickman.

Some of the skits included singing fa-

vorite songs, dancing the night away, and
playing favorite instruments.

There was fifth-grader Cara Hedden
and her second-grade brother Wesley who
did a skit called “Brothers for Sale” with
the help of fifth-grader Carli Calloway and
her second-grade brother, Jacob.

Some high school cheerleaders did a
fantastic dance. Fourth-graders Katie Ingram
and her friend Ali Bolt performed a liturgi-
cal dance to “I Can Only Imagine” by Mer-
cy Me.

Performers shine at Talent Show

Toni Schmitt playing hard at the Blue-White All Stars game Friday.
Photos by Sue Aery

By Stephanie Smathers
On March 16, Toni Schmitt and Alec

Schmitt participated in the Western North
Carolina Blue-White All-star Basketball
Game in Asheville. Many of their fans went
to cheer them and their teams on. Both
players displayed acts of team-building,
sportsmanship, and having fun. Toni
Schmitt scored nine points to help her team
to victory. She contributed many assists,
steals, and rebounds. Alec scored 20 points
for his team, but they came up short. He
also contributed to steals, assists, and re-
bounds.

“I was very fortunate to be chosen to
play in the annual Blue-White All-Stars
game at TC Roberson High School. When
I found out the news, I was very excited
and honored,” said Toni Schmitt. “I was
grateful to play with such talented young
ladies, who helped me to learn more about
the game.”

There were three two-hour practices at
Tuscola, under Coach Anne Gardner. Com-
petition was high and with lots of running,
conditioning drills, learning plays, and
team scrimmages.

“The feelings I had were incredible and
quickly changed after the first practice,” said
Toni. “I was wondering if I could keep up
with the other girls. On the second day,
things went much better and I became
more comfortable with the events of the
practices. I had a lot of support from my
family, friends, and coach who encouraged
me to work hard during practices and see
through this event.”

Toni said Coach Gardner had a lot of
love for the game of basketball and her
personality was very inspiring. “She is one
of the hardest coaches I have ever worked
under and is very dedicated to making her
players the best while aiming for a winning
season,” said Toni.

She said the team was down by 17 at
half-time but Garner’s inspiration helped
saw the team winning by seven at the end.

“The entire experience was very mem-
orable and I had a lot of fun.,” said Toni.
“This was a great way for me to end my
basketball season for high school.”

Alec had a similar experience.
“It was such an enjoyable game since

it was very competitive and full of talent,”
said Alec. “Starting practices just three days
before the game and not knowing my team-
mates, I was a bit skeptical. I was wonder-
ing if the team chemistry would be there or
not, but that was not a problem. Everyone
understood basketball and what it takes
and how it should be played. We all worked
well together to make for a very intense
game.”

Alec’s team lost by three points but he
still enjoyed every moment of his last high
school career game.

“I made some new friends and learned
a lot. I want to thank everyone who came
to support Toni and me. It would not have
been the same without my hometown
crowd,” he said.

Alec Schmitt enjoying every minute
of the experience.

Seniors do Highlands School proud
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Members of the Highlands Rec Park assist Matt Shuler, Highlands GIS engineer
plant 25 seedings at the Rec Park, Friday, March 16.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

Highlands School inadvertently omitted some students from the 4th six-week
Honor Roll. They are:

”A”Andrew Billingsley, 10th grade
”A”Brittany Dryman, 12th grade
”A”Nick Kerhoulas, 12th grade

”AB”Zach Raborn, 10th grade
”AB”Toni Schmitt, 12th grade

”AB”Sara Vanderbilt, 12th grade“
‘AB”Lara Gibson, 12th grade

”AB”Craig McCall, 12th grade

More Highlands School students
on honor roll

From a Highlands Historical Society
point of view, the re-introduction of The
American Chestnut to the plateau is won-
derful, says President Walter Wingfield.

“The American chestnut was extremely
critical to the survival of many settlers of
this area, providing lumber for
their homes and food for many
wild animals and pigs, which in
turn provided food for the set-
tlers. The harvesting of chestnut
lumber was an important part of
the economy later, and of course
was eliminated when the chest-
nut blight arrived around 1927,”
he said.

This summer docents at the
Highlands Historic Village plan
to point out to our visitors that exemplars
of this important tree can be viewed next-
door at the Rec Park.

In 1904 the chestnut blight disease,
caused by an Asian fungus Cryphonectria
parasitica, was discovered in the Bronx Zoo
of New York City. The blight spread quickly
by air and on the bodies of insects, birds,
and animals.

By the 1930s, almost all the mature
chestnut trees in the Carolinas were dying
back to their roots. Thanks to soil organ-
isms, however, many of the roots remain
alive, sending up small sprouts that con-
stantly die back from the blight even today.

Now, with an approach called backcross
breeding, the American Chestnut Founda-

Chestnut trees to live again
on the Highlands Plateau

tion and its Carolinas Chapter are working
to revive this great King of the Forest.

Chestnut tree socieites – The American
Chestnut Cooperators Foundation and the
American Chestnut Foundation help fund
the re-introduction of the American Chest-

nut.
Though the seedlings plant-

ed Friday are only inches tall,
Shuler said they could be pro-
ducing chestnuts in three to four
years and in 11-14 years could
produce 30-50 pounds of chest-
nuts. Mature trees grow to 100
feet high. In the south, chestnuts
are usually harvested in Septem-
ber.

The town joined the Amer-
ican Chestnut Foundation for $25 and was
able to purchase the seedlings for $2.25
each. The Rec Park is now home to 25 seed-
lings and 25 more are planned for the
Greenway Trail sometime in the near future.

If you have pastureland with deep, well-
drained silt-loam or sandy loam soil where
you would like to grow chestnuts for the
co-op’s breeding program you can call Paul
Sisco at 828-281-0047.

Someone has to be on-site at all times
to care for and protect the trees from deer
and cooperators must sign a Germplasm
Agreement that acknowledges that The
American Chestnut Foundation retains
ownership and control over the trees.
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OLD CLAYTON INN
60 S. Main Street –

Clayton, GA
706-782-7722 for

reservations

• Full line of quality beads and
beading supplies

• The area’s only “Paint-Your-Own”
Pottery studio

• Fun and whimsical gifts
• Book your beading and pottery

parties now!
526-8123

On Main St, between Buck’s and
Highlands Fine Art

“Heart of the
High Country”

Everyday at 8 a.m., noon, 5 p.m., 7
p.m., 10 p.m., & midnight.’

The Visitor Information Program
airs  at 7 am, 9 am, 4 pm, 6 pm,

9 pm, and 11 pm.

It’s all about

Highlands

and its

people!

Highlands’ Own
TV Show...on Northland

Cable Channel 14.

• POLITICS AT THE STATE & FEDERAL LEVELS •

March 15 marked the bill drafting
deadline in the Senate. It’s safe to say this
has been one of the busiest bill drafting
sessions in the history of the legislature.
With North Carolina moving into the 10
most populous states in America, it’s easy
to understand that everyone is clamoring
to get the resources they need to help
develop their communities.

Senate members have had requested
nearly 2,000 bills so far, and one member
of the Senate has single-handedly
introduced almost 130 bills. In addition to
the state’s growth, the Senate rules are a bit
more open now with regard to budget
requests.

In the sessions prior to my election, all
a member had to do was talk to a member
of the leadership and request that their pet
projects be funded. Now all pet project
funding has to have a full and open review
by committee and both houses of the
General Assembly. A lot of the pork in these
bills is being shut out because of the open
process, but at the same time, a lot more
bills are being introduced with local
projects within them. This is why we have
larger numbers of bills being introduced.

School Bonds
Over the last few weeks I have written

at some length about the several bills that
will be coming forward this session to issue
bonds to pay for much needed
infrastructure investments in North
Carolina. The most important one that I
have identified is a school bond for school
construction. All of our western counties
are growing faster than any of us could have
imagined 20 years ago, and we have to
educate more and more students in facilities
that were not designed to hold the numbers
we have.

This week I signed on as a co-sponsor
of Senate Bill 852. This will authorize the
citizens of this state to vote on a bond issue
of $2 billion for school construction
throughout North Carolina. Of this $2
billion the 50th Senate district will receive
just over $44 million for school
construction in our counties. Given the way
the equation works, the 50th Senate district
will get $4 million more than if the bond
money was divided evenly between the 50
Senate Districts of North Carolina. Western
North Carolina truly needs top-notch
schools which can provide our students
with sufficient classroom space. This can
be used to bring in the best and most
innovative teaching methods as we work
to shift our economy.

Family Farms
I am amazed by how many people in

our counties have owned their land before

North Carolina was a member of the
United States. It is always surprising to see
folks pull out the original deeds of trusts
given to their family by the King of England.
Maybe what is even more astonishing is the
dedication that these families have in
keeping their land within their families and
working it the best of their abilities.

Over the years, increases in property
taxes and offers from land developers have
been forcing and wooing these generational
farms and land owners away from their
property. Seeing a new apartment complex
standing where a 10th generation family
farm had been is robbing our mountains
of what made them special. This is why I
was very happy to introduce legislation this
week to provide $10 million to the
Farmland Preservation Trust Fund. This will
help landowners preserve their property
and their family’s heritage. There are plenty
of people in our mountains with 5 to 10
acre farms that do not qualify for the
subsidies that exist for larger commercial
farms in the eastern part of the state. Our
mountain farms will qualify for help
through the Farmland Preservation Trust
Fund.

Property Taxes
Folks in Macon County have been keeping
the postal service busy and my email box
full with the letters to me about the property
tax increases. Macon County just had their
property re-evaluated and this meant a
property tax increase for most everyone. The
property taxes that we are facing are by and
far too high and they are forcing too many
people, especially those on fixed incomes,
to sell their homes and move where the
taxes are lower.

Over the last few weeks I have been
working with members of the Senate from
the west and the coast about the property
tax situation that we have in North
Carolina. We have developed a plan and
written legislation to decrease property
taxes. I will file the bill next week, and the
language is entering its final draft. I truly
believe that we have a solid proposal that
will stand up to the rigors of the legislature.
However, we’re going to have to work hard
to get it passed. Once we have submitted
the bill, I will talk a bit more about the
specifics of the bill in a later edition of the
weekly update.

Ethics
This Thursday was the first time that

legislators had to file an economic interests
statement with the State Ethics
Commission. This filing is new for the
General Assembly and is a new requirement
of the ethics reform that we passed last year.
The short and long of the filing is that it

will show if members of the legislature have
a financial stake of $10,000 or more in any
business or profit making organization. The
public can view these bills and determine
if we are passing legislation because or self-
interests. Frankly, I think it is a good thing
to know what interests people have when
they work here, I don’t think this is too
much to ask of someone who is working
for the public.

Landfills
Last year many of you wrote me about

your thoughts on legislation that would
limit mega landfills in North Carolina. As
you remember the moratorium that we
passed on landfills is in effect for one year.
That year is coming to a close around July
of this year. The group responsible for
studying landfills has come back with some
recommendations. They include:

• Banning new landfills that are close
to wet lands and water bodies

• Requiring an analysis of potential
environmental impacts before a new
landfill gets permitted; and

• Requiring permit fees for companies
that want to build large sized new landfills.

I hope that somewhere in the proposal
there is a way to help us improve recycling
efforts across North Carolina so we can
reduce the amount of garbage going into
our landfills.

William Martin
William Martin was a member of the

Senate who was first elected in 1982 and
served until 2002. William was at the
forefront of child advocacy while in the
Senate and was always working with and
developing new ways to help improve the
lives of children in North Carolina. He is
responsible for much of the legislation on
the books today concerning child welfare.
He was thought so highly of by members
of the North Carolina Children’s Covenant
that they named their highest award after
him to be given to members of the
legislature that introduced and passed
legislation that benefited children in our
state. I was very honored to receive this
award on Monday here in Raleigh from the
North Carolina Children’s Covenant. A
large reason for my selection was because
of the work I did on fighting meth and
sexual predators in our community.

Despite having won this award, I feel
that there is still a war going on against our
children. Prior to receiving my award I was
talking with our local Guardian Ad Litem
director, Mary May, and she gave me some
disturbing numbers about the neglect and
abuse that children in our 8-county area
are going through.The numbers of children

Senator John Snow
Representing the 50th Senate District of North Carolina

Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Haywood (part), Jackson, Macon, Swain & Transylvania
http://www.senatorsnow.com

•See POLITICS page 16

Why does everybody like Don Leon’s
ads? Because he is challenging and

doesn’t take any guff. And we
challenge you to come our for Friday
or Saturday Prime Rib Dinner Buffet
with all the trimmings including Angie
Jenkins playing Broadway Piano in
Clayton, all for $14.95. Or you may

choose to take a ride on Sunday after
church for our Sunday Carvery
Luncheon with all the trimmings

including ice cream, 11 a.m.- 2 p.m.
for a wonderful afternoon.
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

Special Singing Schedule -- 7 p.m.
March 25: John Raby & Family

April 22: Morris Staneil
April 29: Promised Land with worship and lunch

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

First Saturday: Singing at 7:30 p.m.
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, Georgia
The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor

Church: 706-746-2999    
 Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329

Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH

Office – 526-2320
Sunday: Holy Communion -- 2 p.m.

(Community Bible Church on U.S. 64 between Highlands and
Cashiers)

Visiting Rectors Series: March 11: Rev. Ed Moore; March 18:
Rev. Frederick Richardson
March 25: Rev. Don Alley

Tuesday: Women’s weekly Bible study at 2 p.m.
Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.

at First Baptist Church
Pot Luck Supper last Sunday of each month.

All are Welcome!
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Everett Brewer
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Prayer – 6:30 p.m.
Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
(Evangelical Presbyterian Church)

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 1O:45 Worship;
Tuesdays: 10 a.m. Women’s Bible Study

Wednesdays: 5:15 p.m. Students’ Dinner (free for kids in 8th
grade and younger);

5:30 p.m. Supper; 5:45 p.m. - 7:15 pm Small Groups for kids
Pre-K through 8th; 6:15 pm - 7:15 pm  Adult Bible Study

6pm-7pm Choir Practice
• Small Groups are offered for all ages throughtout the week,

see our website or call for more info.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. Brian Sullivan – 526-2968
 Sunday: 8:30 a.m. - Breakfast; 9 a.m.. - Sunday School;

9:45 a.m. - Choir Practice; 10:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist - Rite II;
5:30 p.m. – Youth Meeting

Monday: 7:30 a.m. – Stations of the Cross; 11 a.m. –
Contemplative Prayer; 4 p.m. - Women’s Cursillo Group; 5

p.m. - Evening Prayer
Tuesday: 8 a.m. - Men’s Cursillo Group; 9:30 a.m. - Staff

Meeting; 11 a.m. – Contemplative Prayer; 4:30 p.m. – EFM
Meeting; 5 p.m. – Stations of the Cross; 5:30 p.m. – Dinner; 6

p.m. – Speaker
Wednesday: 11 a.m. – Contemplative Prayer; 5 p.m –

Evening Prayer
Thursday: 10 a.m. -  Holy Eucharist  with healing; 11

a.m. – Contemplative Prayer; 5 p.m. – Evening Prayer
Friday: 7:30 a.m. – Stations of the Cross; 11 a.m. –
Contemplative Prayer; 5 p.m. – Evening Prayer

• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN

Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.;  6: p.m. (nursery provided)

Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.
Wed: dinner  5 p.m. followed by children’s

Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Junior & Senior Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.

Small groups available throughout the week.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153
Sun.: Worship – 8:15 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School –

9:30 a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15
Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6 p.m.; Prayer

– 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. J. Hunter Coleman, Pastor, 526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun.School – 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion & Breakfast

Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers
Wednesdays: Prayer – noon; Supper – 6 p.m.; Choir – 7

Sat: Adventistas del Septimo Dia – 10 a.m.&  5
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Sixth Street
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
HIGHLANDS 7TH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

Wednesday evening prayer & Bible Study
Call Lloyd Kidder at 526-9474

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastors Eddie & Kim Ingram, 526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.;

5 p.m. Youth Group
Wed: noon – Men’s Emmaus Reunion Group; 4:45 – Children’s
choir and handbells; 5:30 – Supper; 6 – Adult Handbells; 6:15

– children, youth, & adults studies;
7:15 – Adult choir

 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)

 HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA
Rev. Delmer Chilton, Pastor,

2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741
Sundays: Worship/Communion – 10:30

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Jamie Passmore, (706) 782-8130
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Choir – 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin 369-6871

Friday: Sabbath Eve Services at 7 p.m.
For more information, call (706)-745-1842.

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Tien, Priest

Parish office, 526-2418
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Evening
Worship – 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
 For more information call 526-3212.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Wayne Price

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
Rev. Maureen Killoran (part-time) 526-9769

Sundays: Worship – 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

• PLACES OF WORSHIP •• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

I suppose the least understandable thing in our Christian
journey is our encounter with GRACE. When we
personally experience it, we know instinctively that our

experience is a good thing. However, the realist in us wants
to know, “why is this happening to me?” With a follow up
statement we might add, “I should not be receiving this,
because I have done nothing to deserve it.” When we see
others experiencing Grace, the realist in us says, “This person
should not be getting that, they did nothing to deserve it.”

As members of this worldly society, we know the harsh
realities of what happens when people get things they do
not deserve, it harms them and society. However, as people
who live in the world, not of the world, we know God’s
Grace is not at all like a religious welfare system.

Grace is a path that winds us through life. When we
look behind us, it is clear where Grace was present. As we
stand still we can feel Grace, like the arms of a Father
welcoming us home. When we look forward, Grace is always
preceding us. This Grace that precedes Grace, is the most
important (and typically least glamorous) experience on
the journey.

We all know there are times when we wander off the
path. Like a boy on a trip with his fellow Scouts, we too can
get distracted and lost in the woods. What brings us back is
when we “come to ourselves” and realize, I want to be home.
Coming to ourselves is the most important encounter with
Grace we can ever experience. This encounter with Grace
naturally results in a response. Our response is what sends
us to the reward that we normally attribute to Grace:
welcoming arms, a feast, an act of kindness, a smile or a
party thrown one our behalf. So the miracle of Grace is the
moment we become aware that home is in the arms of
God – the closest relationship we can ever imagine.

The journey is not all about the individual finding
home, it is about everyone finding home. Once we have
received the gift of God’s grace (like any gift we do not
deserve) we share it. We need to be aware of those around
us who might need us to join them on their journey. We
may only need to walk in their shoes for a short time, just
long enough to point up the path to the Grace that precedes
them — which is exactly what Christ did for us. The path
they are on is most likely going to be a treacherous place,
even for someone like us who know the way, the truth, and
the life of God. However, what better person to be on the
path, than one who knows what it is like to be home.

As our Christian journey wind us closer and closer to
the cross at the end of Lent, keep looking forward to the
Grace that always precedes us. However, do not ignore the
voice of a lost sheep. You could be the very person who
exemplifies the Grace that precedes Grace by helping that
person “come to themselves” and find their way home into
the arms of God.

Grace that precedes grace

Father Brian Sullivan
Episcopal Church
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Summer
HouSe

THe

Distinct and Customized
Products...

• Summer House Collection of
  Upholstery
• Coordinated Bedding
• Interior and Exterior Lighting
• Collections of Original Art
• Extensive Selection of Unique
   Accessories
• Gifts
• Kitchen and Pantry Items

Handcrafted Furniture by:
Tiger mounTain

WoodWorkS

2 miles from Main Street
2089 Dillard Road • 526-5577

Paula & Barry Jones

Why Knot Knit
Highlands

Your knitting destination
In beautiful Highlands

202 North 5th St. in
The Village Square

828-787-1972

A superb selection of
the finest yarns,

accessories and classes
for your knitting

pleasure.

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street   Highlands, NC    828-526-5226

Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Monday-Saturdays 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• Down
comforters
• Down blankets
• 600 & 440
thread count
sheet sets
• Feather beds
• New shipment
of sheets

Next to Farmers Market  on the Main Street side

526-4905

HIGHLANDS HOME DECOR

Keep warm this winter with down
comfortors & blankets!

• Cards
• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings

... BRUGGER continued from page 6
even tries to solve) its problems.”

If you can’t see Gore’s film, you can
read his book of the same name. The
book is an almost perfect reproduction of
the movie so it will give you the same
experience. (All books mentioned
available at the Hudson Library.)

Gore admonishes against despair; he
insists we can solve this problem if we
work together starting immediately.
Diamond suggests that if we are wise we
might find a way to survive. Can you
understand my despair now?

But I find an antidote to despair is to
listen to Breta Stroud speak. Breta will
give Al Gore’s presentation on Saturday,
March 24 at 4:45 pm at the PAC. After
watching Gore’s film she went to the
movie’s website www.climatecrisis.net
and responded to an invitation to be
trained as a presenter. She was one of a
thousand people from around the
country to be selected. (The film will be
shown at 2:15 pm)

Even little things can add up to a
large savings in energy consumption. The
average American generates about 15,000

pounds of carbon dioxide every year from
personal transportation, home energy use
and from the energy used to produce all
of the products and services we consume.
But if you look at the sidebar you’ll see
how you can easily whittle this number
down.

But I can’t stop thinking about the
consequences of warming already in
progress; say the melting of the
Greenland glaciers. Even if we completely
stop emitting carbon tomorrow massive
changes will take place. On low-lying and
gently sloping land like coastal river
deltas, a sea-level rise of just one foot
would send water thousands of feet
inland. Hundreds of millions of people
worldwide make their homes in such
deltas; virtually all of Bangladesh lies in
the delta of the Ganges River. We will be
seeing a refugee crisis unlike anything we
have ever known. Shifts in precipitation
will lead to crop failure and mass
starvation. Wars will inevitably break out
over shifting natural resources.

I’m back to despair.

in the eight counties that I represent that
are addicted to drugs are on the rise:

• 34 babies aged 0-1 years are currently
addicted to drugs – 6% increase from last
year.

• 84 children aged 1-3 years are
currently addicted to drugs – 15% increase
from last year.

• 56 children aged 3-5 years are
currently addicted to drugs –10% increase

... POLITICS continued from page 14

The past week, March 11th -17th, was
National Sunshine Week, which is a non-
partisan effort to bring more accountabili-
ty and transparency to the actions of gov-
ernment. Started in 2002 by the Florida

religious emblem, have a Bible on their
desk, or express their views to others.

• HR 1362, the Accountability in Con-
tracting Act, builds on the whistleblower
protections given to contractor employees,
to provide us more oversight on federal
contracts. The bill will minimize no-bid
contracts by limiting the length of those
contracts and requiring public disclosure
of the justification and approval documents
required for a non-competitive contract.
Any contract overcharges in excess of $1
million would also have to be disclosed to
Congress under this bill. HR 1362 also hold
federal agencies accountable by requiring
them implement plans to minimize no-bid
contracts and to use more of their procure-
ment budget for the hiring and training
acquisition workforce personnel, contract
planning, administration, oversight, audits,
and enforcement.

• HR 1309, the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act Amendments, reaffirms that
records should be released to the public if
the disclosure is allowable by law and
would not cause harm to the nation. It also
clarifies that the 20-day window executive
branch agencies have to respond to a FOIA
request begins the day the agency receives
the request and strengthens agency report-
ing requirements.

• Similarly, HR 1255, the Presidential
Records Act Amendments, will provide for
better access to the records of presidential
administrations. Currently, there is an Ex-
ecutive order that requires both the current
and former president to approve the release
of presidential records. This review process
can last indefinitely. HR 1255 sets a limit
of 40 business days for the current and
former president to raise objections over the
release of records to the nation’s Archivist.

• Finally, HR 1254, the Presidential Li-
brary Donation Reform Act, will provide

U.S. Congressman
Heath Shuler’s
weekly report

from last year.
• 164 children ages 5-10 are currently

addicted to drugs – 29% increase from last
year.

While I’m honored to receive the
award, I can’t help but be concerned for
the conditions that far too many of our
children are living in. We must continue to
fight the influx of drugs into our
communities.

Society of Newspaper Editors, it is now a
national initiative led by the American So-
ciety of Newspaper Editors.

The House joined those efforts by pass-
ing five pieces of legislation making the fed-
eral government more open and account-
able to the American people. The bills were:
HR 985, the Whistleblower Protection En-
hancement Act; HR 1362, the Accountabil-
ity in Contracting Act; HR 1254, the Presi-
dential Library Donation Reforms Act; HR
1309 the Freedom of Information Act
Amendments of 2007; and HR 1255 the
Presidential Records Act Amendments of
2007.

All five bills were terrific examples of
bi-partisanship and passed with over-
whelming support from both sides of the
aisle. In fact all the bills had the support of
over 300 members voting in favor of the
measures.

Here is a brief description of the bills.
You can read the full text of the legislation
online at, www.thomas.loc.gov.

• HR 985, the Whistleblower Protec-
tion Enhancement Act, will override sever-
al court and administrative decisions that
have undermined existing whistleblower
protections. The bill also extends whistle-
blower protections to several other groups
of workers, including: employees of com-
panies with government contracts who re-
port waste, fraud, and abuse of taxpayer
dollars; federal workers who specialize in
national security issues; and workers who
disclose actions relating to the validity of
federally funded scientific research and
analysis.

I also supported an amendment that
was agreed to on HR 985 that protects fed-
eral workers who blow the whistle on in-
stances of retaliation against religious exer-
cise and expression in the workplace. This
amendment ensures that federal workers
will have the right to do things such as wear •See POLITICS page 17
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• BUSINESS NEWS • Evenings at

A Great Way To Spend YourWinter Nights

Receive 20% Off
All Treatments Scheduled from

6pm – 8pm ~ Monday thru Thursday

445 MAIN STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
PHONE 828.526.9887  FAX 828.787.2596

WWW.OLDEDWARDSINN.COM
SPA@OLDEDWARDSINN.COM

Guests who cancel with less than 12 hours notice or fail  to show for an appointment will be charged 
the full treatment price. A credit card number is required at the time of booking. Reschedule of

appointment with less than 12 hours notice will be charged 50% of treatment. Limited time only and 
promotion subject to change.

Old Edwards Hospitality
Group is pleased to announce
Service Champions for January
and February 2007. The Service
Champion Program is utilized to
reward and recognize associates
who go above and beyond the
call of duty to meet and exceed
the resort guest’s expectations.

Throughout the year, associ-
ates are nominated for the Ser-
vice Champion Program. Each
month, associates are recognized
at an appreciation gathering.
Associates with the most quali-
fying nominations are awarded
gold, silver and bronze awards
with monetary prize equivalents
of $250, $100 and $50 respec-
tively. At the end of the year,
three Champions are selected
from these recipients and prizes
are awarded in the gold

OEI Group names January & February
‘Service Champions Awards’ recipients

($1,000), silver ($500) and
bronze ($250) categories.

January 2007:
Gold:

Jimmy Lowe, Security
Bronze:

Eneida Pacheco,
Housekeeping

February 2007:
Gold:

Tim Hanson, Maintenance
Silver:

Kyle Lamm, Front Office
Bronze:

Jody Sosebee, Maintenance
“By setting goals and rewarding
the staff members regularly, we
encourage positive motivation
and set a standard for excellence
that is not only attainable, it be-
comes second nature. This level
of service is what sets us apart as
the award-winning property that

we have become,” said Mario
Gomes, Old Edwards Hospitali-
ty Group CEO and general man-
ager.

Additionally, Gomes an-
nounced the recent promotions
of the following Old Edwards
Hospitality Group employees:

Dave Linn:
Fitness Supervisor

David Trail:
Rib Shack Manager

Heather Smith:
Kitchen Manager

Rib Shack
Jared Breedlove:

Front Desk
Supervisor

Chris Huerta:
Chef de Cuisine
George Penland:

Madison’s Restaurant
Supervisor

The executive director of a 60-
bed nursing facility in West Vir-
ginia, is slated to become the new
administrator at the Fidelia Eck-
erd Living Center later this month.

Shawna Mellott will take over
the reins at the Living Center
March 26, replacing Kurt F. Ab-
shire who left last fall to manage
a nursing center in Henderson-
ville. She is currently the director
of the E.A. Hawse Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center facility in
Baker, WV, which is approximate-
ly 35 miles west of Winchester, VA.
It is one of a number of facilities
owned by American Medical Fa-
cility Management, Inc., a private-
ly owned healthcare company.

“Shawna will be a great addi-
tion to our management team
here at the hospital and we are
enthusiastic that she is going to be
joining us,” said Ken Shull, presi-
dent and CEO of Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital. “She is a licensed
nursing home administrator in
West Virginia and she is in the pro-
cess of becoming licensed here in
North Carolina. While that is not
a requirement for nursing homes
that are associated with hospitals
in this state, we believe in main-
taining a higher standard.”

A native of Reedsville, PA,
Mellott graduated with a degree in

Health Service Administration
from Slippery Rock University in
Slippery Rock. After graduation,
she performed an internship in
Managed Care Administration at
Weed Army Community Hospital
in Fort Irwin, CA, before becom-
ing assistant administrator of a 66-
bed nursing facility in Ft. Ashby,
WV. That facility was part of Gen-
esis Healthcare, a national com-
pany with 220 facilities across the
country.

She is a member of the Amer-
ican College of Health Care Ad-
ministrators, and the West Virgin-
ia Healthcare Association.

“I look forward to joining the

team at Eckerd Living Center to
ensure that the highest quality of
care remains a top priority. It is a
great honor to be chosen to serve
the Highlands-Cashiers commu-
nity,” she said in a phone inter-
view this week.

Eckerd Center names new administrator

Shawna Mellott

... POLITICS from
page 16

The Highlands Historical Society needs docents. Docents help visitors
explore the museum exhibits and the historic House-Trapier-Wright
(Prince) House.

Anyone interested in becoming a docent for the Historical Museum
is encouraged to contact Carolyn Patton at 828-526-9115 or e-mail
highlandshistory@nctv.com. Knowledge of Highlands history not
necessary just enthusiasm.

Docents needed at ‘Historical Village’

much of the same transparency to
presidential library donations as
political campaign donations. It
requires that all organizations es-
tablished to raise funds for presi-
dential libraries or related facili-
ties report contributions over $200
on a quarterly basis. These finan-
cial disclosures would be in effect
from the time the president is in
office until the federal government
has taken possession of the library.
All this information would have
to be made accessible to the pub-
lic through a free, searchable, and
downloadable database on the
internet.

If passed by the Senate and
signed by the President each of
these bills will provide important
protections against waste and
fraud and make the federal gov-
ernment more accessible and
transparent to American citizens.
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Note:
• There isn’t a Senior Luncheon

at the Rec Park for March. The next
luncheon will be April 20 at noon.

On-going
• NA open meeting every Satur-

day at 7:30 p.m. of the ACC Satelite
Group at the Graves Community
Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers.
Call 888-764-0365 or go to the web-
site: www.ncmana.org.

• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park,
4-5 p.m., Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays. $5 per class.

• Beginner Classical Yoga Group
meets On Mondays, 5:45-7 p.m. at
Highlands Yoga and Wellness, 464
Carolina Way. Mats and blankets pro-
vided. Learn the basics and improve
your health. Other classes available.
Call 526-8880 Ashby or Chad.

• Yoga Classes at the Rec Park.
Mondays and Wednesdays at 7:30
a.m. Bring your mat. $7 per person per
class or $50 for a monthly pass.

• Angie Jenkins on the piano at
the Old Clayton Inn in Clayton on Fri-
days and Saturdays for dinner.

• Beginners Clogging class Tues-
day, 6-7 p.m. at the Sapphire Valley
Community Center. Come have lots of
fun and exercise. Call 743-7663.

•  At Health Tracks at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital Osteoporosis pre-
vention exercise classes, a total body
and muscle-toning workout exercise
class, and Pilates classes. Call
Jeanette Fisher at 828-526-1FIT.

• A Grief Support Group is held
every Friday from 10-12 at the High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital for anyone
who has lost a loved one through death
or is dealing with a progressive illness
with a loved one. If interested in attend-
ing, please contact Helen Moore (Hos-

pice) 526-0727 or Martha Porter
(Chaplain at HCH) at 787-1463.

• Every Tuesday Weight Watch-
ers meets at the Highlands Civic Cen-
ter. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting
starts at 6 p.m.

• Live music at Fressers in Helen’s
Barn with Cy Timmons 6 p.m. until.

• Live music at Cyprus Restaurant
every Friday at 9:30 p.m.

• Children’s classes resume at
Bascom-Louise Gallery – cost is $5 per
student. Mondays: For Homeschool-
ers, classes are from 1-3 p.m. For 2nd

to 5th graders, classes are from 3:15-
4:15 p.m. Tuesdays: classes for pre-
school are 11-11:30 a.m.; for kinder-
garten-1st grade, classes are 3:15-4:15
p.m. and for young adult independent
study, classes are from 1-2:30 p.m.;
Wednesdays classes are for middle
school students from 3:15-4:15 p.m.

Every Tuesday
• Women’s Bible Study, Beth

Moore’s study of Daniel at Community
Bible Church Fellowship Hall. All ladies
invited. Call the church at 526-4685 to
order your book.

• Open Studio Night Figure Draw-
ing Informal instruction available for
beginners. Bring your sketch pad or
paint box for a leisurely session of fig-
ure drawing/painting. Cost is $12, $10
for “Friends” of the Gallery.

Every Third Wednesday
• As part of the Unitarian Univer-

salist Fellowship of Franklin’s “Life-
Span Learning Curriculum,” there are
“Wednesday Night Chautauquas”
which are media enhanced study ses-
sions at the UU Fellowship Hall in Fran-
klin. A $5 soup-supper will be served
at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin
at 6:30 p.m. For more information call
828-524-6777 or 706-746-9964.

Through March 22
• The Highlands School Scholas-

tic Book Fair runs through Thursday,
March 22 at 10 a.m. There are books,
games, and resources for children of
all ages.

Fri. & Sat., March 23 & 24
• ITC’s evening of Carpe Noctum

Theatre. Carpe Noctum Theatre invites
you to “Sieze the Night” on  at 8 p.m. at
The Instant Theatre Company’s inti-
mate studio on Main at 310 Oak
Square. Call the box office at 342-9197.
Reservations are strongly suggested
as seating is limited. Tickets are $20.
Complimentary wine and beer are
served.

Saturday, March 24
• Movie Night with The Jackson-

Macon Conservation Alliance is pre-
senting a day of movies at the Martin-
Lipscomb Performing Arts Center from
1-8:30 p.m. The five movies and one
slide presentation all explore global cli-

ITC entertains with 4 zany plays Fri. & Sat.

The Instant Theatre Com-
pany’s Carpe Noctum Theatre
was a walloping success last
weekend. Full house audienc-
es were enchanted with the
flexibility of the actors as they
transformed themselves into
one character after another, in-
trigued with the zany writing
of David Ives, and delighted
with the lighting and special
effects. Four short plays that get
and hold your attention, an
Interlude with Town Muse,
Elmer Peabody, and an Encore
of improvisational off-the-cuff
games, Seize the Night to cre-
ate an evening of Theatre that
you will remember long after
you have left the ITC’S Studio
on Main.

Seize the Night! Call the
ITC box office at 828-342-9197
for reservations on March 23
or 24 at 8 p.m. Our Studio on
Main is located at 310 Oak
Square, Main Street, Highlands,
N.C. Complimentary wine and

Above: Madeleine Davis
as Laura, Steve Day as

Rob, and Becky Schilling,
Bill Nellis as TV Woman

and Man in “Captive
Audience.” Left: Scott R.

Paxton and Becky
Schilling as Horace and

May, the mayflies, in
“Time Flies.”

ITC’s
Carpe Noctum

Theatre
presents

evening of fun

• A REVIEW •

Witness life in a drop of pond
water in “Time Flies.” Experience
a little bit of Hitchcock in “Cap-
tive Audience.” Appreciate the
time-honored tradition of prepar-
ing for a funeral the Polish way in
“Lives of the Saints.” Witness
schizophrenic mating rituals in
“Sure Thing.”

The Instant Theatre’s newest
venue “Carpe Noctum” is a re-
fined more professional version of
its popular “Little Entertain-
ments.” It features some of the
same actors – Scott Paxton,
Madeleine Davis, Becky Schilling,
John Gaston and Bill Nellis and
introduces Steve Day – each of
whom have a natural comic flair.
Though considered amateurs,

each delivers perfectly timed co-
medic performances – evidence of
much work on the parts of pro-
ducer Scott Paxton and Artistic
Director Collin Wilcox Paxton.

Paxton and Schilling trans-
form into twitching and preening
Mayflies; Polish parishoners
Schilling and Davis schlup around
the basement kitchen of a Catho-
lic Church overcooking for a party
of 12; Davis and Day play well off
each other as husband and wife
and later as acquaintances; and
“Evenings of Little
Entertainment’s” Elmer Peabody
with his musings on town life -- a
character created and performed
by Dr. Paul Black -- is as always,
thoroughly engaging.

The four comedies featured
by Play Write David Ives, fit
seamlessly with ITC’s venue and
talent pool. The minimal but ef-
fective scenery is refreshing in the
intimate black-box stage setting.
Sound effects performed by Day
and Paxton deliver a show all their
own, and the laughs don’t stop.

If you missed the two-night
performance of Carpe Noctum
Theatre last weekend, don’t de-
spair. It’s on again Friday and Sat-
urday night at The Instant Theatre.
Call 342-9197 for reservations and
ticket information.

Excellent entertainment
awaits you.

— Kim Lewicki

beer are served with performances. Seating is limited and early res-
ervations are suggested.

Carpe Noctum Theatre and its four plays
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Ruby Cinemas
Playing

March 23-29

mate change or energy usage and alternatives,
and include Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth, as
well as the highly acclaimed Who Killed the Elec-
tric Car?  Both admission and the popcorn are
free.

• Mirror Lake Litter Pick-up. Meet at Thorn
Park by the bridge at 9 a.m.  All are welcome!

Tuesday, March 27
• Episcopal Church Stations of the Cross –

5 p.m.; Soup & Salad – 5:30 p.m.; Speaker the
Rev. Gray Temple – 6 p.m. “Forgiveness/Recon-
ciliation.” All invited.

• HIARPT’s Walt Whitman’s Leaves of
Grass. Coordinator: Bill West 10 a.m. at the High-
lands Civic Center. Lunch will follow at 11:30 for
those wishing to attend. All are welcome. For in-
formation, contact Creighton Peden at
cphi2@verizon.net.

• The Highlands Writers Group presents
“Writers in the Round” at 6:30 at the Instant The-
ater. Admission is free and there will be a compli-
mentary glass of wine and, of course, good sto-
ries. We are fortunate to be joined by Delaware’s
Poet Laureate, Fleda Brown. Fleda will read se-
lections from her latest book of poetry, “Reunion.”
Fleda is also winner of the “2007 Felix Pollak Prize
in Poetry,” selected by Linda Gregerson. Fleda is
visiting our area because she has been invited to
read at Western North Carolina on the 26th of
March. So join us the next evening to hear some
lovely poetry. Our newcomers, Lonnie Busch,
Nancy Reeder and Gina Pauratore will also be
there, along with latest members John Armor and
Michelle Mead. To join us, please contact Anne
Doggett 828-526-8009 or just come to the Hud-
son Library at 2 on Thursdays. Writers of drama,
fiction, short story, creative non-fiction (memoir),
poetry and children’s stories are all welcome.

Friday & Saturday, March 30-31
• The Instant Theater presents the Highlands

Community Players production of Parallel Lives,
by Kathy Najimy and Mo Gaffney. Directed by
Mary Adair Leslie. Tackling such subjects as reli-
gion, death, diversity and dating, the play is for
adult audiences as it contain strong language and
adult content. Call the Instant Theatre Box Office
to reserve your tickets at 342-9197. Performanc-
es begin at 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 31
• The Satolah, Georgia, volunteer fire de-

partment holds its annual benefit, Saturday, at
the Moccasin precinct firehouse on Route 28.
Food served at 5 p.m. ($7 per adult plate, chil-
dren’s plates, $3.50.) The entertainment starts at
6 p.m. with Foxfire, followed by Curtis Blackwell
and the Dixie Bluegrass Boys, two of the most
authentic bluegrass bands in these parts. Raffle
tickets, $1for $350 cash, or a .22 rifle or 20-gauge
shotgun. The public is invited to this family-friendly
event for a good cause.

• The Cashiers Historical Society in cooper-
ation with the Cashiers Community Center is plan-
ning a Heritage Apple Day on Saturday March
31st , 2007 to be held on the grounds of the Cash-
iers Community Center from 10:30am-3pm. The
schedule for the day will be: 10:30 a.m.-noon —
presentations and discussion; 1-3 p.m. — Apple
grafting demonstration and workshop. Partici-
pants will learn about varieties of heritage apples
from this area, and will learn how to graft apples.

Members of the community are encouraged to
bring their own apple cuttings. Additionally root-
stock will be available for grafting at no charge..

April 1
• At Highlands United Methodist Church,

worship at 11 a.m. with palm processional
Tuesday, April 3
• Organizational Softball Meeting at High-

lands Rec Park, at 6 p.m. If interested, have a
representative attend the meeting. For more in-
formation, call 526-3556.

• Episcopal Church Holy Eucharist, in the
Chapel, 5:30 p.m. All invited.

• HIARPT’s “Frozen in time: the disabled
nine-year-old girl who will remain a child all her
life.” From The Guardian (UK) and other sourc-
es. Coordinator: Beverlee Kritz. Brief reading
material will be sent by email and also be avail-
able at the preceding session. 10 a.m. at the High-
lands Civic Center. Lunch will follow at 11:30 for
those wishing to attend.

April 5
• Maundy Thursday at Highlands United

Methodist Church – Passover Meal and Celebra-
tion of Holy Communion, at 6:00 p.m.  Reserva-
tions are recommended.

April 6
• Good Friday at Highlands United Method-

ist Church – Stations of the Cross at noon begin-
ning at the Catholic Church and at 7 p.m., Ser-
vice of Darkness, here at HUMC.

April 10-12
• Volunteers needed to help at Highlands

Botanical Garden prepare for 80th year celebra-
tion. The Highlands Botanical Garden needs vol-
unteers a few hours at a time on Tuesday,
Wednesday, or Thursday, April 10-12, anytime
between 10 a.m. and 4p.m. This is a great op-
portunity to become involved with the Highlands
Botanical Garden, which is free and open to the
public, year-round, from dawn till dusk. Stop by
the Highlands Biological Station office on Sixth
Street or call 526-2602 and ask for the location of
the day¹s projects. Please bring gardening gloves,
sturdy shoes, outdoor clothing, food, water, and
a sun hat. Rain cancels. We invite you to the
Garden and appreciate your help as we get ready
for our 80th year celebrations and the season!

Every weekend beginning April 13 & 14
• The Highlands Historical Museum will open

again this season from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. every
weekend through October. The public is invited
to view the many exhibits relating to Highlands
history and to view hundreds of photographs,
documents, family histories, etc., which are now
available on the Museum computer.

Saturday, April 14
• Hurricane Creek at the Instant Theatre at

Oak Square on Main Street. Come dance the
night away beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets are $20.
Complimentary wine, beer and mixed drinks. Call
828-342-9197 for tickets and reservations.

Saturday, April 21
• Earth Day litter sweep begins at 9 a.m. Meet

at Highlands Rec Park for an assignment. DOT pro-
vides needed gloves, reflective vests and trash bags.
The National Forest Service and the Town of High-
lands assist in picking up the litter bags from the
roadside and disposing of them.

Thursday, April 26

On Monday, March 19, citizens for peace marched Main Street from
Fifth to Third and on to the gazebo on Pine Street for a candlelight
memorial peace prayer vigil for the fallen civilians and soldiers of the
Iraq war. Photo by Kim Lewicki

Marching for peace,
praying for the fallen

• Swanson Vineyards Wine dinner at OEI’s
The Farm.Each dinner is $169 per person, inclu-
sive of tax and gratuity. Reception begins at 6
p.m. and guests will be seated for dinner at 6:30
p.m. Seating is limited, and advance reservations
are required. Call 828-787-2604.

Thursday, June 28
• Lambert Bridge Vineyards Wine dinner at

OEI’s The Farm.Each dinner is $169 per person,
inclusive of tax and gratuity. Reception begins at
6 p.m. and guests will be seated for dinner at
6:30 p.m. Seating is limited, and advance reser-
vations are required. Call 828-787-2604.

July 9-13
• 4th Annual Challenger Soccer camp this

summer. Half-day camps available for all ages
from 3-16 and full-day camps for children 10 and
older.  For more information on registration or
camp you may call Christy Nix Weller at 526-9931
or you may also contact Tony Esterwood at 524-
1928. Register for camp at
www.challengersports.com, 45 days prior to camp
to receive a free challenger soccer jersey!

Thursday, August 23
• Caymus Vineyards Wine dinner at OEI’s

The Farm.Each dinner is $169 per person, inclu-
sive of tax and gratuity. Reception begins at 6
p.m. and guests will be seated for dinner at 6:30
p.m. Seating is limited, and advance reservations
are required. Call 828-787-2604.

SHOOTER rated R
Fri: (4:20), 7, 9:20

Sat & Sun: (2), (4:20), 7, 9:20
Mon – Thurs: (4:20), 7

BREACH rated PG-13
Fri: (4:10), 6:50, 9:10

Sat & Sun: (1:50), (4:10), 6:50, 9:10
Mon – Thurs (4:10), 6:50

300 rated R
Fri: (4:30), 7:10, 9:30

Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:30), 7:10, 9:30
Mon – Thurs: (4:30), 7:10

WILD HOGS rated PG-13
Fri: (4:15), 7:10, 9:15

Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:15), 7:10, 9:15
Mon – Thurs: (4:15), 7:10



HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED AT SCALY MOUNTAIN
GENERAL STORE AND BP STATION. Flex hours,
premium pay. Come by for interview and
application.

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB is hiring for
the season. Come join our team. Housing
available, employee meals and much more. We
are looking for servers, server’s assistants,
bartenders and housekeepers. Our chef is looking
for an experienced sous chef and line and prep
cooks. Please forward your resume to Highlands
Country Club, P.O. Box 220, Highlands, NC,
28741, Or email to crawforg@aol.com or stop in
the office on Hwy 106 and fill out an application.
3/22

HIGHLANDS FALLS COUNTRY CLUB is
now accepting applications for full and part-time
seasonal employment for Clubhouse, dining, golf
course and golf shop operations.  Highlands Falls
offers flexible work schedules and competitive
benefits.  Applicants must possess good commu-
nication skills and enjoy the service industry.  To
arrange for an application please call Glenda Creel
at 526-4118. 

FRESSERS EATERY – Now hiring team
players. Apply in person before 11:30 a.m. or after
3 p.m. at 151 Helen’ts Barn Ave. in Highlands. Also
accepting applications for Fressers Express.

LOOKING FOR PART-TIME CLEANING
HELP – for banks in the Highlands-Cashiers area.
Call 828-691-6353.

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT AT THE REC PARK –
Needed, lifeguard and rec counselors. Call the
Rec Dept. at 526-3556 for an application or pick
one up at the front desk at the Rec Park.

OUTPATIENT CODER AT HIGHLANDS-
CASHIERS HOSPITALAND FIDELIA ECKERD
LIVING CENTER. Minimum of 2 years experience
with ICD-9 and CPT coding required. Must have
full knowledge of Local Medical Review Policies
and good communication skills. Responsible for
pre-certification appeals process along with other
Business Office and Medical Record functions as
assigned. Full benefits after 60 days. Pre-
employment substance screening. Call Mandy
Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

UNIT CLERK IN ACUTE CARE AT
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL.
Responsible for admissions and data entry. Good
communication skills and computer knowledge
helpful. Full-time position, 12 hour shifts. Full
benefits after 60 days to full-time employees. Pre-
employment substance screening. Call Mandy
Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

RN’S AT HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL AND FIDELIA ECKERD LIVING
CENTER. Full, Part-time and PRN positions
available for 12 hour day and night shifts. Excellent
wage scale, with shift and weekend differentials.
Full benefits available after 60 days of full-time
employment. We are now offering part-time
employees, working at least 24 hours a week,
medical insurance. Pre-employment screening
required. Call Mandy Talley at 828-526-1301 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org.

COOKS AND DIETARY AIDES AT
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL. Various
shifts and days available. Must be able to work
weekends and be able to read and speak English.
Salary depends on experience. Full benefits
available after 60 days of full-time employment.
We are now offering part-time employees, working
at least 24 hours a week, medical insurance. Pre-
employment screening required. Call Mandy Talley
at 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II We have available Full, Part-
time, and PRN positions at the Fidelia Eckerd
Living Center for day and night shifts. Our NEW
WAGE SCALE for CNA’s is $11.00 to $14.40 per
hour, and you also receive shift and weekend
differentials. Full benefits after 60 days to full-time
employees. We are now offering part-time
employees, working at least 24 hours a week,
medical insurance. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Mandy Talley, 828-526-1301 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org.

WANTED TO RENT

LOCAL COUPLE SEEKS 2 BEDROOM, 2
BATH HOUSE In town. Unfurnished, Maximum of
$900 a month rent. Will take great care of house,
very clean and handy. Call 526-9606.

FOR  RENT

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY – 1,500 sq. ft.
Plenty of parking. In town. $1,500 a month. Call
770-827-0450.         5/3

.VIEW FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL PRIME
OFFICE SPACE — 900 sq. ft of renovated space
with new central heat and air, hardwood floors,
kitchen/full bath, separate entrance through
courtyard garden, some office furniture available.
Three phone lines/DSL ports for office. Very roomy
with lots of natural light, great walkout balcony with
bistro table off office space. Great for non-smoking
entrepreneur who is seeking good downtown
Highlands location. Available immediately, for rent
& terms contact (828) 526-9990.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY, spacious, fully
furnished, 1/1 apt right on Main St. Balcony, walk
in closet, new carpet, and small pets are allowed.

This won’t last long so call 526-3363.
FARM HOUSE - 3/Bed 2/Bath renovated

farm house in Scaly on Buck Knob Rd. $1,100 +
utilities monthly.  Call 526-4646.

NEW SPACES FOR LEASE IN HIGH TRAF-
FIC LOCATION – Lease now for the 2007 sea-
son in Highlands Plaza. 600 sq ft – 8,000 sq ft
available in new lower level or 1,200 sq ft on main
level near Bryson’s. Call 864-630-0808 today to
lease your space in “The Most Visited Location In
Highlands.”

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DREAM CABIN! 5
minutes from Highlands in Scaly Mtn. New appli-
ances, new carpet, with amazing view! Stone/
Wood Cabin with carport and separate workshop
and wonderful landscaped property! $825 per
month. Annual Lease. Call 423-894-9566

COTTAGE OFF NORTON ROAD — (sea-
sonal or yearly) – 1 bed, 1 bath cottage – great
view – quiet location – only 1 mile off of U.S. 64.
Close to Highlands and Cashiers. $700/month.
Call Kelsey 404-788-1304.

VACATION RENTAL – The Lodge on Mirror
Lake, fish or canoe from deck. Available weekly,
monthly, 3-day min. Call 828-342-2302.

BEAUTIFUL CHALET for you in downtown
Highlands. Two blocks off downtown Main St.
Wonderful wide porch for entertaining on
Highlands Creek. Beautiful new tongue-n-grove
in kitchen and bath. 2 bd/1full bath. 1500 sq ft with
additional 900 sq ft basement for your office or
storage needs. Beautiful brand new furniture, new
carpet, new wood floors in kitchen. Fireplace.
Awesome location. 1 year lease, negotiable.
$1395. (772) 631-2602 or (772) 919-2384.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

CUTEST COTTAGE IN TIGER GA, minutes
from Highlands. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths on large lot.
$151,000. Call 706-782-0721         4/5

UNUSUAL RIVERFRONT PROPERTY. Two
bedroom, 2 baths, 3-car garage, workshop,
carport, concrete driveway,covered porch over
looking Cullasaja River, gazebo, spiral stairway
up to foyer entrance, washer and dryer, 2-door
refrigerator with ice and water dispensers, smooth
top range, dishwasher, plus efficiency apartment,
much more. On almost level 1/2-acre on scenic
Highlands Road only 5 miles from Franklin. Phone
owner 828-369-2278 for appointment. $395,000.

MOTOR COACH SITE – Private, luxury mo-
tor coach site available for purchase.  Downtown
Highlands.  Corner of Fifth St. and Chestnut St.
Gated, restricted.  Call 828-526-5333.

BY BUILDER – 4/3, new construction. Exec-
utive home. 1.5 acres, bordered by 2 creeks and
a pond in a new up-scale subdivision less than 5
minutes from downtown Franklin. $485K. Call 371-
3669.

QUAINT –  Newly remodeled farm-style
home. 1 acre, 2 stories, 3 bed, 1 bath, hardwood
& carpet floors. Close to Cashiers area golf cours-
es and Lake Glenville. Quiet neighborhood. Ask-
ing $180,000. Call Linda. Day: 828-743-2948.
Evenings: 828-743-2654.

ADORABLE 3 BR/2 BA COTTAGE with won-
derful mountain view. One mile from Main Street.
Highlands. $275,000. By Owner. For Appt. 828-

526-1085.

ITEMS FOR SALE

CAMERA, NIKON F2 WITH MOTORDRIVE,
4 lenses, 2 flashes, and more. Call Bob at
SweeTreats, 526-9822

18’ INFLATABLE SWIMMING POOL.
4’deep. All attachments, Like New. $100. Call
Sandy at 369-6263 or Bob at SweeTreats, 526-
9822.

TIME CLOCK, Acroprint Model 125, and time
cards. See Bob at SweeTreats, 526-9822.

BISTRO TABLES, 21" round (black and
white), 2 black chairs. (4 sets@ $125 per set).  See
Bob at SweeTreats 526-9822.

WORKING BUCK STOVE  – In good
condition. $200. Call Wayne Clark after 5 p.m. 526-
3191.

DINING ROOM FURNITURE. Very nice.
Rectangular with two leaves 6 chairs, 2 with arms.
Maple with upholstered seats. $326 all inclusive.
864-972-8525 or cell 864-723-4101

SPA (FLORES 6-3 SERIES) – From Rec
Warehouse, 6-8 seats with 38 jets including a
waterface and 4 shoulder jets. The size is 93” x
93” x 41.25”. Brand new, still in containter. Original
price $6,500, will sell for $5,000. Can be seen at
Long Transfer Company. Call Mariette at 770-503-
4433.

HILTI TE 805 DEMOLITION HAMMER. New.
Case & 4 bits. $500. 828-526-2700 or 828-421-
7886

1958 ALBATROSETRAILER WITH COVER
AND PORCH. Maple interior. Good condition.
$1,000. Can be seen a Carolina Court. 526-5939.

JENNY LIND BABY BED –  light stain, ex-
cellent condition, mattress, all linens, originally
$375 asking $225. Call 526-0498.

IKEA STORAGE LOFT QUEEN BED WITH
DESK, BOOKSHELVES & DRAWERS – Solid
Pine/Hardware & Instructions Included 63"w x
84"h x 86"l $400, OBO. 828-524-1172.

SLEEPER SOFA – Neutral Plaid. Like New.
$145. Call 864-972-8525.

MICROWAVE – GE spacesaver,
19"x12"x12", black. $50. 526-5834

ENGLISH & AMERICAN ANTIQUES – 18th
& 20th Century. Private Estate Sale by Appoint-
ment only. Call 828-452-4888.

HEAVY BRASS ELECTRIC HANGING FIX-
TURE – Six green, glass panels, 4 feet of match-
ing chain. 22-inch diameter. $975. Call 526-1773.

SOLID DARK OAK DINETTE CABINET.
19"x64"x84".3 glass windows on top. 3 drawers
on bottom. 2 bottom doors with keys. Imported
from Belgium. Excellent condition. $1,500. Call
369-3250.

PETS FOR SALE

LONG-HAIRED CHIHAUHAU PUPPIES –
CKC registered. First shots. $300. Call 828-349-
3001 or 828-342-9570.        3/22

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1993 LEXUS ES 3000 – $2,000. Call 526-
1789 or cell: 864-934-0694.
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
Free Classified Ads for items
FOR SALE less than $1,000.

All other terms:
20 words for $5; $2 for each

10-word increment.
Email copy to:

highlandseditor@aol.com
or FAX to 1-866-212-8913

Send check to:
Highlands’ Newspaper

P.O. Box 2703
Highlands, NC 28741

828-526-0782



2001 JAGUAR S-TYPE 4.0 – Excellent condition. 98K miles.
Still under warranty. $15,000. Call 828-243-6447.

ANTIQUE 1926 MODEL T FORD TOURING CAR – Fully re-
stored. Needs a new starter. Selling for health reasons. $15,000
but will discount cost of starter and ignition work. Great car and lots
of fun. Call Horace Duncan at 526-3760.

2003 DODGE STRATUS – red exterior, gray interior, 30,000
miles, AM/FM cassette, A.C. PW, PS, PB, clean. $8,000 OBO 828-
526-3257.

1991 SUBURBAN 3/4 TON, 130K miles, 20K on Tranny, 350
V8, lift w/wheels & tires, good condition, never off-road, white/blue
$4350. Call 200-0013.

SERVICES

PERSONAL CARETAKER – Run errands, clean house, buy
groceries, Transport to appointments. References available. Call
Cheryl. 828-421-6685.

FIVE STAR CLEANING & MAINTENANCE – Light and detail
cleaning, concierge services, openings and closings, grocery shop-
ping, personal shopping, personal chef and table service, house
repairs, improvements: lighting, plumbing, fixtures, tile, drywall re-
pairs and more. Call 828-332-7201.

D.P. PAINTING & PRESSURE WASHING – Interior and exte-
rior painting. Quality Work. References. In business since 1984.
Dennis Perkins. 526-3542 or 371-2277.

YARD WORK & PRESSURE WASHING – Yard and property
maintenance. Pressure Washing and odd jobs. Call Bruce at 828-
369-3168 or 828 371-2766. 8/18

H & D HOUSE CLEANERS  – We’re the team for minor cleans.
Dishes, bed, floors, & baths. Give us a call  ‘cause we are the Best!”
706-982-1994 or 706-782-0376

SCOTTS CONSTRUCTION ‘ME FIX IT’ – Decks, roofs, pres-
sure washing, painting, lawn service, small electrical, floors, carpet
cleaning, house cleaning! No job too small. 30 yrs. exp. Call David
at 828-369-5886 or 828-347-5051.

C&C CONTRACTING – WE GET IT DONE — SMALL OR
LARGE – Remodeling, decks, doors, windows or the whole house!
Call Art Doughty at 828-508-1360 Workmen’s Comp, General Lia-
bility, References

HIGHLANDS SHUTTLE SERVICE – Atlanta Airport Shuttle.
Drive - Away •  Auto Delivery. All Out-of-Town Trips Driving Servic-
es. Call 526-8078.
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Runaround
Sue

Pet Sitting
• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@aol.com

New KIAs, too

The Computer
Man!

“But you can call me James”

68 Highlands Plaza • 526-1796 FAX: 526-2936

Products, Repairs, Service
&  instruction

Small Group Personal Training
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Highlands Rec Center, 8-9:AM

Cardio Conditioning - 30 min
Resistance Training - 20 min

Stretching - 10 min

$50/ 8 sessions or $7 per class
342-5029.

Susan Nastasic - AFAACertified Personal Fitness Trainer

526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

• SERVICE DIRECTORY •

  
   
    

 

Edwards
Electrical Service

Franklin Road
828-526-5147

One night last week, Highlands Police Chief Bill
Harrell got a telephone call from an individual identifying
himself as an AT&T Service Technician (could also be Telus)
who was conducting a test on the telephone lines. He stated
that to complete the test he should touch nine (9), zero
(0), the pound sign (#), and then hang up. Luckily, the
chief was suspicious and refused.

Upon contacting the telephone company, he was
informed that by pushing 9-0-#, permission is given to
full access to the telephone line, which enables the caller
to place long distance calls billed to your home phone
number.

”I was further informed that this scam has been
originating from many local jails and prisons,” said Chief
Harrell.

After calling Verizon, he was told the same thing has
been happening to their customers.

“Do not press 9-0-# for anyone,” he said. The GTE
Security Department asked Harrell to pass this information
on.

Police Chief warns:
‘Beware of telephone scam’

ESTATE SALE
Easter weekend – April 6 & 7

King Mtn. Estates
(Dillard Rd ½ way b/t Highlands & Dillard)

Original Art, Furniture, Oriental Rugs,
Staffordshire, Home Accessories, Wicker (new &

antique), China, Silver, Tools



• POLICE & FIRE REPORT •
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matching building will be constructed there for a total of
40-46 units.

The case is set to go to court early in May.
If allowed, the second condominium building will be

built on a knoll of land where the first settlers on the prop-
erty originally located.

Either way, Shephard is moving forward. “I hope the
pending suit goes in the right direction and I can build the
second building, but if it doesn’t, I will build the one con-
dominium building and a cluster development of 19
homes on the 19 acres instead. I prefer to cluster because
it doesn’t destroy the environment,” he said.

Almost all of the condominium units – 95 percent –
will have a view of Shortoff Mountain. Parking will be dug
out under the building which will include a spa, indoor
pool, meeting rooms and storage rooms for each condo-
minium unit. Condominium units will begin on the
ground level of the four-story unit.

Regardless of what ends up on the overall tract, Shep-
hard plans hiking trails, picnic areas and a putting green
for the property.

He and his architect, Dan Buncombe of Cashiers, are
working up a smaller version of the original plan utilizing
wood, stone and timbers.

“I understand height was an issue on the original plans,
but it was never going to look like a Miami complex as
depicted by some,” said Shephard.

As long as he adheres to Macon County’s building
ordinance height restriction he said the county’s planning
department is behind the project 100 percent.

There is a moratorium on multi-story buildings cap-
ping them at 48 feet. Meanwhile the Macon County Plan-
ning Board is working on the verbiage of the ordinance.

“The maximum building height on any building, struc-
ture or unit within the jurisdiction of Macon County shall
not exceed 48 feet or four stories, whichever is greater,”
reads the proposed ordinance.

At its planning board meeting in February, Macon
County Building Inspector Jack Morgan said the language
in the first sentence is confusing. The board is working on
its clarification.

Shephard said his sales office will go up in the next
three to four months and he plans to pre-sell the condo-
minium units in the first building prior to beginning con-
struction.           – Kim Lewicki

... CONDO continued from pg 1

The following is the Highlands Police Dept. log entries for the
week of March 8-21. Only the names of persons arrested or public
officials have been used.

Feb. 28
• At noon, RBC Centura reported fraud involving actions of an

employee who allegedly wrote two counter checks to cash from a
customer’s money market account. The fraud was discovered when the

customer reported money missing from the account.
March 8

• At 8 a.m., real estate agents at Country Club Properties reported
$400 cash missing from their possession.

March 17
• At 8 a.m., a m., a motorist at N.C. 106 and Dog Mountain Road was

cited for hauling an unregistered trailer.
• At 5:55 p.m., a motorist U.S. 64 west was cited for speeding 50 mph

in a 35 zone.
• At 6:55 p.m., a motorist at Main and Third streets was cited for

speeding 37 mph in a 20 zone.
March 18

• At 8 a.m., a motorist at N.C. 106 and Cobb Road was cited hauling
an unregistered trailer.

• At 10:40 p.m., a motorist at U.S. 64 east and Hickory Street was
cited for speeding 42 mph in a 25 zone.

• At 12:04 p.m., a motorist was cited for speeding 53 mph in a 35 zone

... AUDIT continued from page 1
set, but we’ve became much more conservative or rather
more realistic regarding payment,” said Patton. “Now the
books show what we are more certain of actually getting.”

In the “long-term unconditional promises to give”
column, for 2006 – after the adjustment — $296,687 is
listed; for 2005 that figure was $3,856,106.

Much of the uncollected pledges are left over from the
1999-2000 Challenge Campaign where $27 million was
pledged. That figure was rounded down to $22 million by
the time the dust settled. The foundation wrote off $3.6
million.

Money in the foundation’s capital fund is used to pur-
chase equipment and make other infrastructure improve-
ments for the hospital while the interest-bearing endow-
ment principal is untouched.

Typically, including purchases and infrastructure up-
keep, the hospital goes to the foundation for about $2
million a year – but it can be more.

 “The hospital requires a subsidy to operate,” said
Patton. “So far the foundation has had the means to carry
the hospital through. We received more donations in 2006
than 2005 and for that trend to continue, we need the
confidence and support of the community. We’ll need more
years like last year to continue.”

Patton said it’s getting harder and harder to provide
healthcare in this country. Hospitals need certainty to con-
tinue rather than approaching operations with a “pay as
you go” mentality. The foundation supplies the underpin-
ning the hospital needs.

Last year the foundation funded the purchase of the
MRI machine. This year the hospital is looking to the foun-
dation for a nuclear imaging camera for about $500,000
and additional plant improvements.

Included in the foundation’s assets column is $3.7
million that represents the eight acres purchased in Cash-
iers to expand facilities there at some point. Patton said it’s
likely the hospital won’t need the eight acres and part of
that will eventually be sold off.

Due to the backing of the foundation, Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital can offer the community services be-
yond what communities the size of Highlands and Cash-
iers typically see.

“There is a generosity of the people here who know
that for this facility to continue they have to step up to the
plate,” said Patton. “The community is willing to support
at a level not normally seen by hospitals.”

Harris agreed. “Highlands has deep donor support.
The hospital can be what the community is willing to sup-
port. But encouragement is the essential ingredient for
people to continue to give and to come back and give,” he
said.

Hugh Spruill, vice-chair of the foundation board said
the more people living in the Highlands-Cashiers area the
better it will be for the hospital.

“We have a better chance to have a healthy founda-

at N.C. 28.
March 11

• At 11:55 a.m., a motorist was cited for speeding 47 mph in a 25 zone
and for driving left of center at U.S. 64 east and Laurel Street.

March 12
• At 7:40 a.m., a motorist at Maple and Fourth Street was cited for

illegal passing.
The following is the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries for

the week of March 14-21
March 14

• The dept. responded to a smell of smoke at a residence on Laurel-
wood Lane. It was caused by a faulty switch and fuse.

• The dept. responded to call of a brush fire which had been left unat-

tion and a viable hospital as more people move here,” he
said.

Spruill said the hardships the hospital went through
last year represents a period of adjustment that can be at-
tributed to the hospital growing bigger and people expect-
ing a certain quality of care.

“We have moved into another mode. It’s not just
enough to have a hospital in town, anymore. Expectations
have moved up. But moving up isn’t easy. There are grow-
ing pains when moving to the next level,” he said. “But we
have moved successfully to that next level.”

Patton said he has great confidence in this hospital.
“It was here when I needed it and able to do what I needed
it to do. It’s the best hospital care anywhere.”

– Kim Lewicki

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged in three

layers with 9 numbers each. These numbers are arranged in a spe-
cial pattern: For each layer, the sum of the three numbers in each
row, column or diagonal, is 3 times its center number. Eight diago-
nals connect all 3 layers by running through the center number of the
middle layer. Each diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling the total of
the three center numbers. One of the diagonals is shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and two other

numbers. Now pour a cup of coffee, pick up a pencil and eraser and
try to figure out where the other 22 numbers belong. Good Luck!

The first correct solution emailed earns a coupon for a FREE
cup of coffee from Buck’s Coffee Cafe on Main Street.

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com
Solution for March 15 puzzle #DN1A

PseudoCube©
#AN1A

tended on Mt. Lori Drive. It was extinguished.
March 16

• Twice, the dept. responded to a mutual aid call from Cashiers Fire
Dept. Both times the calls were cancelled en route.

• The dept. responded to a fire alarm on Church Street. It was set off by
a bursting water pipe.

March 17
• The dept. responded to a mutual aid call from Cashiers Fire Dept.

The call was cancelled en route.
March 18

• The dept. responded to a mutual aid call from Cashiers Fire Dept.
The call was cancelled en route.
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13  Grinning Frog
14  Rand Soellner Arch.
15  HomePlace Blinds

16  SMC Realty
17  Hampton Inn
18  Brew Bird Cafe

19   New 2007 Updates
20     April 5th Edition
21   Coming Very Soon

  *

*

BP Gas

To Biltmore >

6

Hwy 64e *Catatoga
Country Club

Highlands Cove
         Golf
  & Peregrine *

Mtn. Junction

* C.B.C. &

High Country Cafe

*Good Year

 *

  *   *

4

12

14

*

RESTAURANTS
Brick Oven Pizza
Highlands, 526-4121
Bucks Cafe
Highlands, 526-0020
Cafe 460
Highlands, 526-8926
Cyprus
Highlands, 526-4429
Don Leon’s
Highlands, 526-1600
Fressers Eatery
Highlands, 526-4188
Fressers Express
Highlands, 526-8867

Mountain Perk
Sapphire, 743-7889
On The Verandah
Highlands, 526-2338
Peregrine
Highlands, 787-2465
Pescado’s
Highlands, 526-9313
Pizza Place
Highlands, 526-5660
Rib Shack
Highlands, 526-2626
Ristorante Paoletti
Highlands, 526-4906
Rosewood Market
Highlands, 526-0383
Skyline Restaurant
Highlands, 526-2121

LODGING
Chambers Rentals
Highlands, 526-3717
Main Street Inn
Highlands, 526-2590
Mitchell’s Lodge
Highlands, 526-2267
Old Clayton Inn
Clayton, 706-782-7722
Old Edwards Inn
Highlands, 526-8008
The Lodge
Highlands, 526-8008
Skyline Lodge
Highlands, 526-2121

FOODS
Whole Life Market
Highlands, 526-5999
Wine & Cheese
Highlands, 526-5210
GIFTS
Bird Barn
Highlands, 526-3910
Christmas Tree
Highlands, 526-3687
Grinning Frog
Highlands, 526-9033
Needlepoint
Highlands, 526-3901
Radio Shack
Highlands, 526-3350
Speckled Hen
Highlands, 526-3910
HOME DECOR
Amer. Upholstery
Walhala, 864-638-9661
Black Bear Furniture
Highlands, 526-9933
Dry Sink
Highlands, 526-5226
Furniture Buy-Trips
Highlands, 526-2973
Highlands Cabinet
Highlands, 526-8364

REAL ESTATE
Buyer’s Realty
Highlands, 526-0988
Catatoga C.C.
LakeToxaway, 877-6270
Century 21
Highlands, 787-2121
Chambers Agency
Highlands, 526-3717
Country Club Prop.
Highlands, 526-2520
Highlands Cove
Highlands, 526-4185
John Schiffli
Highlands, 526-5750
Keller Williams
Highlands, 526-9520
Meadows Mountain
Highlands, 526-1717
Architect - Soellner
Sapphire, 743-6010
Builder - Warth
Highlands, 526-4929
Builder - NBG
Highlands, 526-4780

ANTIQUES
Elephant’s Foot
Highlands, 526-5451
Shiraz Oriental Rugs
Highlands, 526-5759
ART GALLERIES
Bryant Art Glass
Highlands, 526-4095
Hubert Shuptrine
Highlands, 787-1123
John Collette
Highlands, 526-0339
Mill Creek
Highlands, 787-2021
Robert Tino
Highlands, 526-0667
The Very Thing
Highlands, 526-2333
Tin Roof
Highlands, 526-3900
BEAUTY & SPA
All Seasons Salon
Highlands, 526-0349
Creative Concepts
Highlands, 526-3939
Images Spa
Highlands, 526-8832

BEAUTY & SPA
2007 Statistics At
RecordMountain
Magic
Highlands, 526-4049
Old Edwards Spa
Highlands, 526-8008
Pro Nails
Highlands, 526-8777
Taylor Barns Salon
Highlands, 526-4192
The Very Thing
Highlands, 526-2333
BOUTIQUES
Acorns
Highlands, 787-1877
AnnaWear
Highlands, 526-4660
Bear Mtn Outfitters
Highlands, 526-5784
Bungalow Boutique
Highlands, 526-8555
Cabin Casuals
Highlands, 526-3320
Coolcats Hotdogs
Highlands, 526-9990
McCulley’s
Highlands, 526-4407

BOUTIQUES
Village Kids
Highlands, 526-5799
Vivace
Highlands, 526-1880
Wits End
Highlands, 526-3160
DAY TRIPS
Adventure Depot
Cashiers, 743-2052
Dillsboro River Co.
Dillsboro, 866-586-3797
Family Float Trip
Dillsboro, 888-593-5050
FOODS
August Produce
Highlands, 526-4617
Bryson’s Foods
Highlands, 526-3775
Dusty’s Market
Highlands, 526-2762
Ingles Food Store
Cashiers, 743-3801
Mountain Fresh
Highlands, 526-2357
Rosewood Market
Highlands, 526-0383
The Hen House
Highlands, 787-2473

HOME DECOR
Highlands Cust Cov
Highlands, 526-4226
Highlands Decor Ctr
Highlands, 526-3571
Highlands Hardware
Highlands, 526-3719
HomePlace Blinds
Sapphire, 743-5451
Old Rangoon
Highlands, 526-8288
Southern Shutters
Clayton, 706-782-5212
The Summer House
Highlands, 526-5577
Wholesale Down
Highlands, 526-4905
JEWELRY
Acorns
Highlands, 787-1877
Drake’s Diamonds
Highlands, 526-5858
Highlands Gem
Highlands, 526-2767
Highlands Fine Art
Highlands, 526-0656
Kent LTD
Highlands, 526-1960
Silver Eagle
Highlands, 526-5190

RESTAURANTS
Golden China
Highlands, 526-5525
High Country Cafe
Highlands, 526-0572
Hill-Top Grill
Highlands, 526-5916
Lakeside
Highlands, 526-9419
Madison’s
Highlands, 526-5477

RESTAURANTS
SweeTreats Cafe
Highlands, 526-9822
Wolfgang’s
Highlands, 526-3807

SportsPage
Highlands, 526-3555

Nancy’s Fancys
Highlands, 526-1029
The Exchange
Highlands, 526-1029

Old
Clayton Inn
  7 Miles

Peak Experiance *

*
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< Highlands 20 Miles

Highlands 6 Miles

2007 - Record Breaking Levels For HighlandsInfo.com

Highlands’ Newspaper continues to be our areas most read publication - Hardcopy and/or Internet PDFs.
Everyday people download back editions of Highlands’ Newspaper - Your advertising goes a very long way.

If you are reading this ad & not advertising with us already - you should be!
Highlands’ Newspaper Circulation: 7,500 Weekly - 30,000 Monthly - Your Best Source For News & Information

Upscale Lodging

Fine Dining

Unique Shops

Best Realtors

Real-Time

Weather

Live WebCam

Coming Soon

Highlands

Virtual Village

Online

Reservations

Shopping

Tours & Maps

   MAP  DOTS
     $250 Annual Fee
      For Advertisers

Do you have a new business ? - Contact us about our “Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting Services”  526-0782

Internet Banner Ad Links Available For Highlands’ Newspaper Advertisers
INTERNET STATISICS INDEPENDANTLY VERIFIED BY EARTHLINK
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      REAL ESTATE
31) Buyer’s Realty
32) Century 21
33) Chambers Agency
34) Country Club Prop.
35) John Cleaveland
36) John Schiffli
37) Keller Williams
38) Meadows Mt Realty
      HOME DECOR
41) Acorns
42)
43) Custom Coverings
44) Dry Sink
45) Highlands Cabinet
46) Highlands Decorat.
47) Old Rangoon
48) Out on a Limb
49)
50) Twigs
51) Wholesale Down
      GIFTS
52) Bird Barn
53) Christmas Cottage
54) Grinning Frog Toys
55) Needle Point
56) Why Not Knit

Hwy. 28

The Farm & Highlands C.C.
1 Mile Hwy. 106

2

2

Cyprus
Taylor Barns
Dillard Rd

Village

 Drug
 Store

        ANTIQUES
90) Elephants Foot
91) Mirror Lake Antiques
93) Shiraz Oriental Rugs
       ART GALLERIES
97) Mill Creek Gallery
98) Robert Tino
99) The Very Thing
        SERVICES
100) ComputerMan
112) Drug Stores
115) Highlands Office
116) Jack Mayer
117) Nantahala Tire
118) Schmitt Builders
119) Woodworks
        OUTFITTERS
120) Bear Mountain

       BOUTIQUES
60)  AnnaWear
61) Bungalow Boutique
62) Cabin Casuals
64) Coolcats Hotdogs
65) Jackson Madeleine
69) Jolies
70) Shops of O.E.I.
71) The Exchange
72) Village Kids
73) Vivace
74) Wits End
       JEWELRY
76) Highlands Gem
77) Highlands Fine Art
78) Kent Ltd
79) Silver Eagle
        BEAUTY & SPA
80) #1 Nails
81) All Seasons Salon
82) Creative Concepts
83) Images Salon/Spa
84) Mountain Magic
85) Pro Nails
86) Taylor Barns Salon
87) The Very Thing

      LODGING
01) Main Street Inn
02) Mitchell’s Lodge
03) Mtn High Lodge
04) Old Edwards Inn
05) The Lodge

      DINING
07) Brick Oven
08) Bucks Cafe
09) Cafe 460
10) Cyprus
11) Don Leon’s
12) Fressers
14) Highlands Deli
15) Hill-Top Grill
17) Madison’s
18) Main Street Inn
19) On The Verandah
20) Paoletti
21) Pescado’s
22) Pizza Place
23) Rib Shack
24) Sports-Page
25) SweeTreats Cafe
26) Wolfgang’s
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Mountain Fresh Foods

Highlands’ Newspaper Hardcopy & PDFs
Our Areas Most Read Publication

HighlandsInfo.com - #1 Directory For 4 Years
Circulation: 7,500 Weekly - 30,000 Monthly

Highlands Map Dots $250/Annual For Advertisers
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Press Releases
No Chamber Membership Req.
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This map is updated
every week to insure
complete accuracy.


