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• Inside •

Weekend Weather:

On-going
• Registration is on for summer’s

nature day camps at the Highlands Na-
ture Center. Call 526-2623.

• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park, 4-
5 p.m., Mondays, Wednesdays, Thurs-
days. $5 per class.

•  At Health Tracks at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital Osteoporosis preven-
tion exercise classes, a total body and
muscle-toning workout exercise class,
and Pilates classes. Call Jeanette Fish-
er at 828-526-1FIT.

• Live music at Fressers in Helen’s
Barn with Cy Timmons 6 p.m. until.

Every Monday
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the

Rec Park. $3 per person.
Every Tuesday
• At 4:30 p.m. in the First Presbyte-

rian Church Chapel “Companions in
Christ.” Call 526-3175 for information.

Every Wednesday
• Wednesday Noon Prayers noon

at First Presbyterian Church.
Thurs.-Sun. May 10 - May 13
• HCP’s ‘Enchanted April’ is at the

Performing Arts Center on Chestnut
Street. Evening performances begin at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday matinees begin at
2:30 p.m. Call: 526-8084 for reservations.

Saturday, May 12
• Macon County Rabies Clinics at

the Highlands Conference Center from
1-2:30 p.m. and at the Scaly Mountain
Post Office from 3-4 p.m., both with Dr.
Amy Patterson. The cost is $5 per pet,
cash only, no checks. Keep pets in vehi-
cle, on leashes or in carriers. All dogs,
cats and ferrets over 4 months old must
be vaccinated.

• Peace Jones at Cyprus Restau-
rant at 9:30 p.m. $10 cover.

Monday, May 14
• Remind MC Commissioners that

Highlands is a big part of Macon County.
Attend the MC Commissioner meeting,
6 p.m. in the boardroom of the court-
house in Franklin.

• The Rotary Club of Highlands 19th
annual Golf Tournament at Trillium, with
a shotgun start at noon, followed by a
cocktail buffet and awards ceremony.
Registration for individual players is
$125. Call Bill Futral at 526-8645.

Tuesday, May 15
• The Celebrate Women 2007

Spring Event, 6-8 p.m. at the Oak Street
Café. $3 at the door for or Kid’s Place.

Wednesday, May 16
• ...on the Verandah’s Guest Chef

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. Featuring Tom Rush-
ing of Concentric’s Restaurants and
Stephen Corley of Monticello Vineyards.
$95 per person. Reservations required.
Call 526-2338.

Just as the season is opening
in Highlands, a damper of sorts
has been put on the bevy of non-
profit functions offering alcohol
and wine as part of their venue.

“One-time permits allowing
alcohol are required for each func-
tion even if the drinks are free,”
said Police Chief Bill Harrell.

Evidently, the N.C. Alcohol
Beverage Control Commission
put the word out about two weeks
ago when representatives learned
that alcohol was being offered at
nonprofit functions in town.

“Even if drinks are given away,
it is construed as a sale,” said a re-
presentative from the ABC Com-
mission. “Sometimes the non-
profit is looking for donations,
sometimes tickets are purchased
for an event they are sponsoring
or presenting. Either way, there is
an exchange of money one way
or the other which is the deciding
factor.”

Each permit application costs
$50 and must be applied for 14
days prior to each event. There
aren’t any umbrella permits for
ongoing events that occur over
several weekends or days. Howev-
er, only one permit is required for
a “run.”

“For instance, if a function
runs Thursday through Sunday of
the same week, only one permit
is needed,” said the ABC represen-
tative. “But if it runs again the next

•See ALCOHOL page 10

Alcohol
permits
required of
nonprofits

•See COMMISSION page 12

The Highlands Plaza face lift
hasn’t turned out the way it was
presented to the Appearance
Commission back in October
2006 and members are con-
cerned.

At the May 7 meeting, mem-
bers said Al Bolt, who represent-
ed his mother who owns the

Highlands Plaza property, indi-
cated that the façade of the exist-
ing plaza would be upgraded to
match the Car Spa.

“He was supposed to use
shingles like he did on the Car
Spa,” said member Mark Pitt-
man.

Chair of the commission,

Rick Siegel, said he heard that Bolt
couldn’t get the shingles in the
quantity he needed so stucco was
substituted.

Members said though the
colors are OK, nothing ties the
look of the plaza together.

Old metal siding was re-

Commission dissatisfied with ‘Plaza’ look

•See PINE STREET PARK page 12

The crowd was most pleased with version “C” for the Pine Street Park which entails closing
Pine Street completely.

About 30 people attended the
Pine Street Park Public Meeting,
May 7, and enthusiastically sub-
mitted their opinions for the park.

The crowd broke into four
groups and outlined items of im-
portance to them. Out of that
came four main points:

• a park that focuses on a pa-
vilion offering restrooms, a kitch-
en facility, grills, storage, a faucet,
expansion via a tent, amplifica-
tion, electricity and skylights;

• a park that focuses on green

space with benches, shade trees,
grass, a water faucet, creek, a space
for a tent, and picnic tables;

• a park that requires the clos-
ing of all of Pine Street, a portion
of the street or none of the street.

• and, a park that hosts non-
exclusive events – that is, events
open to anyone who might wan-
der by versus a Chamber of Com-
merce event or ticketed arts event.

Since the creek, which runs
from the Episcopal Church prop-
erty under Fifth Street, through
Village Square and under Pine and
Fourth streets before emptying
into Mill Creek often backs up, its
remediation is a big part of all the
Pine Street Park plans.

Two plans involve rerouting
it after it leaves Village Square into
a meandering format which
would add a feature to the park

while slowing stormwater flow.
But the plan that would for-

ever fix the stream problem in-
volves bringing the entire stream
above ground from where it leaves
Village Square to Mill Creek and
incorporating it into the park set-
ting in a meandering fashion.

“The problem with the creek
is it makes five 90-degree turns
from the church property to where
it enters Mill Creek and streams
don’t like to do that,” said Land-
scape Architect Hank Ross, who
has been designing the park sce-
narios.

Ross’s “A” rendition has a pa-
vilion on green space on the old
Post Office site across the street
from the back of the Macon Bank
property. Rendition “B” has half
of Pine Street blocked off and re-

Citizens voice ideas for Pine Street Park
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Kim Lewicki
Publisher

No good deed goes
unpunished

Dear editor,
Further response to Dr. Salzarulo

would seem to be a futile endeavor since
he holds blindly to the notion that the
militia is only a unit of government like
the National Guard. That is not the case,
but he is certainly entitled to believe that
if that is what makes him rest easy. But
for those who would rather know the
truth, the fact is that rights, by definition,
belong to the citizens. And it is also a fact
that the militia is composed of able-
bodied men between the ages of 18 and
45 and being in the military or NG has
nothing to do with it.

In the Declaration of Independence,
Thomas Jefferson wrote that “all men are
created equal” and “are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights,”
while governments derive their “powers”
from the consent of the governed. The
Constitution and Bill of Rights repeatedly
refer to the “rights” of the people and to
the “powers” of government. The Second
Amendment clearly states the right of the
people to keep and bear arms shall not be
infringed. The purpose of this right is to
protect the security of a free state from the
centralized government by maintaining a
militia. A militia by definition is made up
of able-bodied ordinary citizens. This
definition precludes the National Guard
units run by the individual states as being
the militia alluded to in the Second
Amendment.

And his strawman argument about
the Patriot Act is preaching to the choir, at
least with me. I have NEVER supported it
because it is unconstitutional. But keep
on building those strawmen, Doctor.
Someone else may have a use for them.

Finally, Dr. Salzarulo said that, “As far
as domestic despots, I don’t care much
for George Bush and you may not have
liked Bill Clinton, but even in the case of
Bush infringement of person(al) liberties
has been modest...” The fact is that
neither George Bush, Bill Clinton nor any
and all of the members of Congress,
Senate or the Judiciary have the right to
infringe on personal liberties one iota. A
“modest” infringement only leads them
to believe that major infringements are
also fine so long as they can justify it in
their own minds (and those who would
rule over others can ALWAYS justify
tyranny in their own minds).

Danny Crane
Highlands

•See LETTERS page 13

The right to bear
arms

I never understood that saying, but now
I do. One Sunday afternoon in late Oct-
ober, my daughter Megan and I went to

Wal-Mart to stock up on dorm supplies
prior to her heading back to Appalachian
State University.

After we checked out and transferred
our bags from the checkout counter to the
cart, I noticed a wallet on the counter.

I picked it up, walked back toward the
cashier who was already dealing with the
next customer in line and said “Someone
left their wallet” as I tried to give it to her.

I knew the cashier heard me and saw
that I was trying to give her the wallet, but
she wouldn’t acknowledge my statement
or the wallet.

I thought it was odd. Megan was in a
hurry to hit the road back to ASU and had
no patience for the cashier’s lack of inter-
est or my trying to give the wallet to the
appropriate person.

“Just put it down, Mom,” she said.
“Let’s go. They obviously don’t care.”

I put the wallet back on the counter,
followed Megan as she wheeled the cart
out of the store – the cart full of our pur-
chases and my black handbag. All was
quickly forgotten.

Then, the week of Thanksgiving, I got
a call from a detective from the Macon
County Sheriff’s Department.

“Would you come down to the de-
partment to answer some questions?” he
asked.

“What for?” I asked.
“We think you might have some infor-

mation about a lady’s wallet.”
I didn’t have a clue what he was talk-

ing about – and had totally forgotten the
Wal-Mart incident.

I had a school board meeting in Nan-
tahala the Monday after Thanksgiving so I
stopped at the Sheriff’s Department before
heading that way.

I was politely escorted through the
lobby doors and into a back room. I took a

•See FORUM page 3
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chair opposite the detective aware that if
this took too long I would be late for the
school board meeting still an hour’s drive
away.

“First, I want you to know that there
are two exits to the building; one right out-
side this door and one in the front of the
building where you came in.”

I’m thinking…”Yeah, OK, whatever.”
“I also want you to know that you are

not under arrest.”
“Under arrest? Why would I be under

arrest?” I asked baffled. “Wait a minute. Is
this about me?”

“Were you in Wal-Mart on October
22?” he asked.

“Probably,” I said somewhat disturbed
at this point. “I go to Wal-Mart a lot. Why?”

“Because our records show that some-
one used your debit card that day.”

He then produced a document itemiz-
ing all the purchases I made Oct. 22.

I looked it over and recognized the
items. “Yes, I made these purchases.”

“Do you remember anything about a
wallet?”

Slowly, very slowly, the flicker of a
memory about a wallet ignited, but I really
couldn’t remember details because I had
completely dismissed the incident.

“A wallet?” I instinctively grabbed my
bag and realized that was stupid. The only
wallet ever in my bag is my own. “I do re-
member something about a wallet,” I said
haltingly.

“We have a video showing you picking
up a wallet that was on the counter and
putting it in your bag,” he said calmly.

“What! What are you talking about?”
“If you just return the wallet, every-

thing will probably be all right.”
“But I didn’t take a wallet,” I said.

“What is this about?”
Turns out a widow-lady from Florida,

saved up all her money — $500 – to come
to Western North Carolina for the leaf sea-
son. On Sunday, Oct. 22, she shopped in
two stores in Franklin, both of which have
video surveillance cameras. She left the first
store with her wallet and the $500 cash in-
side but then left it on the Wal-Mart check-
out counter after making her purchases
there. All she wanted was her money back.

“We have a video showing you picking
up the wallet,” he said.

“Wait a minute,” I said. “Hold on, I’m
going to call my daughter.”

The detective began running the video.
I grabbed the cell phone, hoping

Megan would pick up. As part of a course
project, she had given up using her cell
phone for a month. As expected she didn’t
pick up her phone, so I called her sister and
luckily she was with her.

“Hey Meg. Do you remember an inci-
dent at Wal-Mart that day we were shop-
ping for shelves for your dorm room when
I picked up a wallet?”

“Yes, Mom. Don’t you remember? You
found…”

“Stop,” I said. “Don’t tell me any more.
I’m with a detective at the sheriff’s depart-
ment and he thinks I took the wallet.
Please tell him what happened.” I handed
the phone to the detective and continued
watching the video.

It showed Megan and I entering Wal-
Mart, taking a cart and walking through the
store. Then it cuts to the far side of a check-
out line where a lone wallet lies on the
counter. Though shot from behind me, af-
ter a few minutes, the video clearly shows
me picking up the wallet turning back to-

Highlands School grad honored

Alia Schultz, center, and five other New College of Florida students and
fellow 2007-08 Fulbright Scholars, met with Florida Senate President
Ken Pruitt in his Senate office in the Florida capital in Tallahassee on
April 26. Schultz, a senior, received a Fulbright Grant to teach English in
Germany for a year. She graduates May 25. The New College Fulbrighters
were also invited on to the floor of the Florida House of Representatives
and were recognized by Florida’s State University System Chancellor
Mark Rosenberg and local representatives.

... FORUM continued from page 2

•See FORUM page 19
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Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback
is encouraged!

email:
askfredanything@aol.com

Surely you remember
that cute little Walt
Disney chicken guy

with horn-rimmed glasses
who got everyone’s shorts
in a wad because the sky
was falling. Here’s a piece of
inconvenient truth you may
not be ready for. Rumor has
it that Mr. Little, or I guess
you can call him Chicken,
is now working with Al
Gore, running around un-
screwing light bulbs. As we
have learned from Mr.
Gore, burning light bulbs
helps contribute to global
warming. Global warming,
loosely translated, means
the sky is falling. Therefore,
they are a great team.

I am now doing my part by having
sex in the dark. Other than that, I am
ashamed to tell you I have done little else
to help keep the Atlantic Ocean out of my
Florida bedroom. This is scary because, if
my calculations are correct, our simple
abode here in Highlands will go under
water in 6024. Yikes!

I want to do more than just have sex
in the dark. I want to pitch in and make
an impact. First, I have to sell all the sur-
vival stuff I bought back in the 70s when
cone-headed buffoons scared me into
thinking the next ice age was starting. Re-
member that era? Wait a minute, who’s
the buffoon here? I went out and bought
the dumb stuff.

I think my ice age survival gear is
stored next to my Y2K survival equipment
which I am saving for the Y3K crisis.
Once I have sold my triple-padded par-
kas, insulated snow boots and instruc-
tions on how to build and make love in
an igloo, I will have enough money to
head to Italy where the real global viola-
tions are taking place.

Why Italy, you ask? A recent study by
IDGAP (don’t ask but the first two letters
may stand for ‘I don’t.’) revealed that Ital-
ians, in mass, are having sex with the
lights on. Why this occurs, I don’t know.
Maybe the men are afraid the women will
abscond with their wallets. We must put a
stop to this. I may even invite ole stinky
butt Cheryl Crow to go with me.

Before leaving, and pu-leeeese don’t
tell Big Al about this, Chicken and I are
sneaking over to all of Al’s mansions and
unscrewing his light bulbs. This may take
some time because, at last count, there

were 64,249 of them burn-
ing away. There’s a small
cloud of dastardly carbon
dioxide over each mansion
and heated pool.

In the meantime, here’s
a statistic you can chew on.
If everyone on the planet si-
multaneously held their
breath for one minute, Al
could keep his lights on
one extra day. Now that’s
something to strive for.

Here’s another fun fact
you may not be aware of:
burned out fluorescent
bulbs are considered haz-
ardous waste material. I am
not making this up. Soooo,
while you’re running

around throwing out your perfectly good
light bulbs and replacing them with ex-
pensive fluorescent bulbs filled with can-
cerous mercury vapor that produce un-
friendly surgical light, India, China, mil-
lionaires, oil companies, refineries and Al
Gore (oops, I already mentioned million-
aires) are busy punching bigger holes in
the ozone layer in one day than all us lit-
tle guys could ever punch in a lifetime.
Write that down.

Now, having said that, have you ever
noticed whenever there’s a crisis, de-
mands are always placed on the little peo-
ple (that would be us) to take action.
When everyone in the world is required
to turn off their electricity and not drive
their cars, then I’ll know the crisis is real.

Does Al Gore have stock in fluores-
cent lighting? Does he wipe with one
sheet of toilet paper? Pray he doesn’t. Was
he somehow involved in the Y2K crisis?
Did he really invent the Internet? Was he
the mastermind of 9/11? Maestro, circus
music, please!

By my calculations, a nasty stinking
city bus belching diesel fumes from its en-
gine can do more damage to our planet
and your lungs in one day of operation
than all of your light bulbs burning con-
stantly for a year, but where’s the outrage
to shut them down? If they did away with
diesel engines I could have sex with the
lights on. Since that isn’t going to hap-
pen, I will try to keep you informed of
my light-burning Italian adventure.

To make sure I get lost in Italy, I’m
bringing my Italian wife, the li’l missus,
who will drag me off the beaten path and
into harm’s way. Pray she doesn’t get gang
pinched. Capisce?

‘The sky is falling, the sky is falling!’
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Mother’s Day Sale
May 1st – May 13th

All Jewelry 10% – 50% Off 
Bath & Body 20% Off 

Select Group of Ladies Clothing 25% – 75% OFf
Lamps 20% Off 

Barefoot Dreams –  free slippers with 
any purchase of Barefoot Dreams Robes 

or Th rows – while supplies last.

Open Every Day
465 Main Street • Highlands, NC

828.787.1877
www.acornsonline.com 131329

Happy Mother’s Day!
The Shop at Old Edwards Inn

• ANOTHER VIEW •

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

Until a few days ago,
I had never heard
of the Orangeburg

Massacre, nor had Lizzie,
Helen, anyone in the operat-
ing room, nor any of several
folks gathered at Frank
Cathey’s Valley Pharmacy in
Dillard, Georgia. I didn’t
know if it referred to an Indi-
an attack on settlers, slaughter
of civilians
during the Revolutionary War,
or a lopsided football victory.
I learned that that it took
place in 1968, two years be-
fore similar events in Jackson, Mississippi,
and Kent, Ohio. The tragedies I will de-
scribe bore remarkable similarities, but
one major difference.

On February 8, 1968, students of
South Carolina State College, now South
Carolina State University, gathered to pro-
test a segregated bowling alley in Orange-
burg, S.C. Police responded to the demon-
stration. Students hurled insults and non-
lethal objects at the police. One policeman
was injured. As one might expect, students
and police offered differing explanations
of what happened next. Police claimed
that they were fired upon. Protesters de-
nied the charge. No conclusive evidence
supports either side. Police opened fire.
Three students were killed and 27 injured
in the ensuing barrage. Charges were
brought against the police for use of exces-
sive force. All were acquitted.

Two years later, May 14-15, 1970, a
group of students spurred by an untrue
rumor that Charles Evers, mayor of Fay-
ette, MS, and brother of slain civil rights
leader, Medgar Evers, and his wife had
been shot and killed, gathered in protest,
started fires and overturned a dump truck.
Firemen, attempting to quell the fires, at-
tacked with taunts and bricks. They called
police for back-up. About seventy-five
heavily armed local and state police re-
sponded. The National Guard had been
issued weapons, but no ammunition. Af-
ter the fire department extinguished the
blaze, firemen departed and police
marched on the student demonstrators.
As one might expect, students and police
offered differing explanations of what
happened next. Police claimed that they
were fired upon. Protesters denied the
charge. No conclusive evidence supports
either side. Police opened fire. Two stu-
dents died and a dozen were wounded in
the fusillade. FBI investigators estimate
that police fired 460 rounds. Ambulances
were called to take the wounded students
to the hospital, but not until law enforce-
ment officers policed the area
and removed their spent shell casings. No
charges were filed nor arrests made.

Everyone knows what
happened at Kent State Uni-
versity on May 4, 1970.
Students gathered on campus
to protest the Viet Nam War
and expansion of the
war into Cambodia. After
several days of campus un-
rest, Ohio’s governor called
in the National Guard
to restore order. Students
taunted the Guards who ulti-
mately advanced
on and fired into the crowd
of students, killing four and
injuring nine. As in the cases
described above, details of

exactly what transpired will never be
known. The National Guard claimed that
they were taking incoming fire and re-
sponded with a prolonged volley into the
demonstrators. Surviving students denied
that any of them were armed. Charges
were filed, trials held, and all the Guards
acquitted.

What is fascinating is that everyone I
asked was aware of the tragedy at Kent
State, often in considerable detail, but
not one person had any idea of eerily
similar events in Mississippi and South
Carolina. Students gathered in a time of
national unrest. Law enforcement officers
and/or National Guard were summoned
to the scenes. Officers claimed to have
come under lethal attack and responded
with fatal fire. Outside agitators were im-
plicated but not identified. Charges were
brought in two of the cases, but the only
convictions obtained were against
students for disruptions in the days lead-
ing up to the shootings. The only signifi-
cant difference was the race of the vic-
tims. In South Carolina and Mississippi,
the victims were African-American, while
those in Ohio were white. Two stories
were unworthy of extensive coverage, the
other was etched forever into the Nation-
al consciousness. White stories sell. Black
stories don’t.

Before succumbing to the easy
explanation that these events took place
35 years ago, and that things have
changed, let’s look at more recent history.
Remember the little beauty queen from
Colorado Springs? How about the teen-
aged daughter of a Salt Lake stock bro-
ker? And of course there was the Ala-
bama high school graduate who disap-
peared in Aruba. All pretty, blond, and
white. Surely during recent years little
black children have been murdered and
kidnapped. These kids find their way
onto milk cartons, but not onto CNN.
Do the media pander to the insatiable
curiosity of the audience, or do readers
and viewers create the circus? I don’t have
the answer to that one. Do you?

Who knew?
...on the Verandah

“Highlands’ Most Scenic Dining...
Overlooking Lake Sequoyah”

Guest Chef Dinner Series

Wednesday, May 16, 6:30 p.m
Concentrics Restaurants’

Todd Rushing
(One-Midtown Grill, Two-Urban Licks, Trois, Piebar,

Murphy’s, Lobby at Twelve)
&

Stephen Corley of
Monticello Vineyards

$95 per person, plust tax and gratuity
Reservations Required

www.ontheverandah.com

828-526-2338
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Bryson’s

Food Store
3/4 cup McWilliam’s Hanwood Estate

Chardonnay
6 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
3 tablespoons honey
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
1 tablespoon ground coriander
1/2 teaspoon salt
Freshly ground pepper to taste
1 to 2 cloves garlic, minced
1 1/4 pounds large shrimp, peeled and
         deveined
4 cups arugula leaves
1/2 cup coarsely chopped macadamia nuts
1/2 cup diced red bell pepper  (optional)

Whisk together wine, lemon juice, honey, olive oil, coriander, salt, pepper and
garlic in medium bowl. Set aside 1/4 cup marinade and add shrimp to remaining
marinade. Cover and refrigerate 1 hour. Remove shrimp and discard left over
mari-nade. Thread shrimp onto short skewers and grill over medium heat 4 to 5
minutes on each side or until completely pink. Place skewers on arugula and
drizzle with reserved marinade; sprinkle with nuts and bell pepper.
Pair with same wine used in the marinade.

Consider Wine for to make
Mother’s Day Sizzle

In Australia, where good food and great wine are always on the menu, it’s
second nature to use quality wine in culinary pursuits. After all, who doesn’t
enjoy sipping a glass of their favorite wine while adding a splash to a recipe?

Consider these simple and delicious marinades which take the guesswork out
of choosing the perfect wine to pair with your meal.

This Mother’s Day, get Mom out of the kitchen! Fire up the grill, grab a bottle
of McWilliam’s wine, and enjoy a g’day with good eats.

• COOKING ON THE PLATEAU •

Grilled Chardonnay Shrimp
Prep time: 15 minutes
Marinate time: 1 hour

Cook time: 8 to 10 minutes
Serves: 4

3/4 cup McWilliam’s Hanwood Estate
Cabernet Sauvignon

1 1/2 cups fresh blackberries, crushed
3 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
2 tablespoons chopped fresh basil
1/2 teaspoon salt, Freshly ground
pepper to taste
4 grilling steaks such as New York, rib-
eye, or tenderloin
Chopped fresh basil (optional garnish)

Blackberry Cabernet Marinated Steaks
Prep time: 15 minutes

Marinate time: Several hours to 2 days
Cook time: 10 minutes

Serves: 4

Stir together wine, blackberries, balsamic vinegar, olive oil, basil, salt and
pepper in resealable plastic bag. Remove 1/2 cup marinade and set aside. Place
steaks in bag; seal and refrigerate steaks and reserved marinade for several hours or
up to 2 days. Remove steaks from marinade and discard contents of bag. Grill
steaks over medium heat 5 minutes on each side or until cooked to your liking.
Remove from grill; spoon reserved marinade over top and sprinkle with chopped
basil. Pair with same wine used in the marinade.

• All materials courtesy of McWilliam’s Wine & Family Features

This is a wonderful time to serve lobster, shrimp and steaks.
We’ve got ‘em. On Sale Now!

How about a wine to match dinner?
Reds for Steaks

Whites for Seafood
We’ve got an extreme variety that no one else has.

Come by and talk to Nan.
Visit our Deli for cakes, cheesecakes, and organic gourmet

desserts for Mom.
Check out our flower bouquets for Mother’s Day, too.

We also have special gift bags for Mom
containing chocolates and wine.

On Sale Now!
Visit our Produce Section for strawberries and other fresh,

seasonal fruits and vegetables.
We now offer an extensive variety of organic products

from around the world.

Located in Highlands Plaza • 828-526-3775 • Fax: 828-526-0430

We want to take this opportunity to
wish all Mothers a very happy

Mother’s Day!

At Bryson’s Food Store, you’ll find everything you need
for the accompanying recipes.



Mon-Sat, 8-5:30 • 493 Dillard Rd.
526-2762

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

A Grocery & MORE!
A unique selection:

Specialty Foods,
Hand-cut Meats – All Natural

Now Available. Fresh,
Homemade Cakes Breads
and Sweets. Cookbooks,

Gifts and more!
Come see our new look

and new products.

• SPECIALTY FOODS •

The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a Highlands home of your own?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a lot, parcel or acreage in the Highlands area?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a vacation rental in the mountains?
Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS

VACATION  RENTALS
You can check home availability and BOOK ONLINE

with our secure server.
FOR SALE – You can read important facts and informa-
tion on our listings – contact us and we can send you

info on ANY listing. Call 526-3717 • 401 N. Fifth Streetinfo@chambersagency.net
www.chambersagency.net
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• FROM MY PERSPECTIVE •

Mayor Don Mullen

A week ago I received a
note from the North
Carolina Department

of Transportation regarding
the availability of funds for
“roadway improvements for
bicycle safety on state and
local designated bike
routes.”

The division operations
engineer, Reuben Moore, in
Sylva wanted to know if we
were interested. Of course,
we are.

I immediately asked
him to consider an extension of our bike
route from town down the Dillard Road
which is due for repaving this month. He
responded that indeed this roadway was
eligible for these funds and it would be
given consideration.

It is my hope that we will improve
pedestrian and bike safety along that very
busy stretch of road within the town lim-
its. Hopefully, we will hear from the state
soon on this project and it will be includ-
ed in the construction which will take
place in May.

Our 40-year-old pool at the recre-
ation center is showing signs of its age
and recent bad weather has resulted in
damage to the surface of the pool requir-
ing emergency repairs to get the pool up
and running by summer. The cost of
these repairs will be $47,000 but the
Board of Commissioners felt like they
had no choice but to get the pool ready
for the season as quickly as possible. It
should be ready by early June which is
later than usual but at least it will be open
for use for the summer.

So, folks should know that the pool
will be a little be later opening this year.

On a couple other matters regarding
the recreation center, first, it looks like the
new porta-chocere at the rec center is al-
most completed and is looking good. The
replacement of the roof led to the necessi-
ty of re-doing the porta-cochere.

We also will be putting into the bud-
get for this coming year’s fund to replace
the nautilus equipment in our exercise
and gym area. This has been requested by
many people over this past year and it is
time to replace the ancient equipment we
have there.

Hopefully, with new equipment, we
will be able to increase the membership
and use the equipment more than it has
been used recently.

The Pine Street Park committee held
an important meeting this past Monday
afternoon at 5:30 at the community cen-
ter on 4th Street.

The purpose of that meeting was to
get public input and support from the
community on not only the appearance

Family owned & operated
Open 7 days a week 10-6

on the Franklin Road

526-5933

August Produce
Vegetable Stand

We are looing forward to another
season serving our loyal
and our new customers

with local and fresh produce!

Now
Open for our
4th Season

Kilwin’s is
ready for
Mother’s

Day!

Chocolates • Fudge • Ice Cream •
Gifts • Nationwide Shipping

370 Main Street • 828-526-3788

Order your chocolate-dipped
strawberries today and be ready

for Mother’s Day on May 13.
Mon - Thurs.: 11 a.m.-9:p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Closed Sundays

and management of the fu-
ture Pine Street Park but
also on the trails that are
being purposed through
and around town.

Our town needs a green
space such as the develop-
ing Pine Street park for re-
laxation and special events
and the community needs
to have major input in what
they want in such a facility.
There was a good turnout
and some good discussion

at that meeting.
Next month there will be another

meeting for the same kind of discussion.
If you missed this one, try to get to the
one in June.

Kudos to Alia Schultz for becoming a
Fulbright Scholar. Alia graduated from
Highlands School four years ago and
soon will graduate from New College in
Florida. Alia is the daughter of Allan and
Jan Schultz, owners of Fireside restaurant.
Because of this honor Alia and several
others from her school appeared before
the Florida house of representatives to be
recognized for their outstanding work.
She will be going to Germany to teach
English with the Fulbright Grant.

Congratulations again to Alia Schutz.

From my perspective

Hundreds of county officials from
around North Carolina traveled to Ra-
leigh on Wednesday, May 2 to take part
in the North Carolina Association of
County Commissioners annual County
Assembly Day.

Officials form Macon County spent
several hours lobbying for legislation on
such important county issues as Medi-
caid relief and additional revenue op-
tions, like a land transfer tax.

“We appreciate the hard work this
day and general dedication to making
Macon County a better place to live,” said
NCACC Executive Director David F.  Th-
ompson. “We are hopeful that the hard
work of  county officials from around the
state will benefit all counties by the end
of the 2007 legislative session.”

Medicaid relief has been the
NCACC’s Number one legislative goal for

several years. H1424 was introduced April
11 with 119 of 120 members of the House
signed on. It would cap Macon County
Medicaid costs at 2005-06 levels, a sav-
ings of at least $249,029 for Macon
County’s 2007-08 fiscal year.

The land transfer tax is an important
revenue option for counties. Residential
property tax cannot continue to pay for

Three MC
commissioners

lobby in
Raleigh

the growth that is occurring in counties.
The counties of North Carolina are in an
infrastructure crisis. A one percent land
transfer tax would generate $3,801,567
annually to Macon County.

The Macon County Commissioners
who participated in the County Assem-
bly Day were Ronnie Beale, Jim Davis and
Brian McClellan

216 S. 4th Street ...on the hill
Highlands • 526-1818

Exclusively featuring Neuhaus
products
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Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

I have decided to call this
the spring that went
backwards. I took a photo

of my house on April 7 to
capture the tulips blooming
before they were killed by
the freeze. The picture
included Fork Mountain and
up near the top you could
see the red blush of budding
leaves. I took a picture of the
same scene just a couple of
days ago and there is less
color on the mountainside
in this picture than the one
taken a month before.

I have lived here in these mountains
almost 20 years now, and I have gotten
used to the incredible precision with
which the hummingbirds arrive. Every
year they are here on April 15th; the latest I
ever saw (before this
year) was on the
16th. I have been in
this house 12 years
and if I don’t have
the feeders up on
the morning of the
15th a male
hummingbird will
hover outside the
kitchen window to
remind me.

This year I
started to worry as
the days passed and still no
hummingbirds. I called someone
knowledgeable about birds on the 20th,
and she thought that with the freeze there
weren’t enough flowers to support the
hummingbirds so they stayed south a
little later. I had a mental image of the
birds lounging around a pool in Florida
watching the Weather Channel. They
arrived the next day.

The resilience of nature has always
fascinated me. When I see the
rhododendrons growing out of the rock
over Bridal Veil Falls blooming, I marvel
at the strength of the life force.

Scientists say there have been five
major extinction events in the history of
life on this planet. The worst was the
Permian-Triassic extinction event which
occurred approximately 251 million years
ago. About 96 percent of all marine
species and 70 percent of terrestrial
vertebrate species went extinct. Yet even
after that cataclysm, life rebounded.

For a long time I believed that
between the resilience of nature and the
ingenuity of humankind we would find
some way to solve our environmental
problems. Now I’m not so sanguine.

Have you heard what’s happening to
the bees? The beekeepers call it “colony

The birds and the bees
collapse disorder (CCD).”
The bees become
disoriented and fail to
return to their hives. Many
theories have been
postulated about the
disorder’s cause including
pesticides, genetically
modified crops, cell phone
towers and high-voltage
transmission lines.

“More than a quarter of
the country’s 2.4 million
bee colonies have been lost
— tens of billions of bees,

according to an estimate from the Apiary
Inspectors of America, a national group
that tracks beekeeping.

“So far, colony collapse disorder has
been found in 27 states [North Carolina
is one]. A recent survey of 13 states

showed that 26
percent of
beekeepers had lost
half of their bee
colonies between
September 2006
and March 2007.
Honeybees are
arguably the insects
that are most
important to the
human food chain.
They are the
principal pollinators

of hundreds of fruits, vegetables, flowers
and nuts.

“In the late 1990s, French beekeepers
reported large losses of their bees and
complained about the use of
imidacloprid, sold under the brand name
Gaucho. The chemical, while not killing
the bees outright, was causing them to be
disoriented and stay away from their
hives. The beekeepers labeled the
syndrome ‘mad bee disease.’” New York
Times, “Bees Vanish, and Scientists Race
for Reasons,” April 24, 2007

An alarm went off in my head when I
read imidacloprid: this is the chemical
being used to fight the hemlock wooly
adelgid.

I called a friend who has some bees
in Otto. He told me that what is so
disturbing about CCD is that the bees
simply disappear. When pesticides kill
bees, you find them dead on the ground
around the hive-box. When they have
starved you find them dead in the box.
My friend had two hives; this winter one
of them vanished.

He also steered me to a Franklin Press
article published last Friday. “John Henry,
a former president of the Macon County
Beekeepers Association and a beekeeping

•See BRUGGER page 12
828-787-2020Wright Square

141 Main Street
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Presents
Mother's Day Brunch

Sunday, May 13th
 

An elegant a la carte menu
featuring 4 courses 

  
Served 11:30 am – 2 pm

Reservations Requested

FOR RESERVATIONS OR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL 828-526-5477

OR VISIT US ONLINE AT OLDEDWARDSINN.COM

445 MAIN STREET • HIGHLANDS, NC

• HIS & HERS •

Michelle Mead & John Armor
michiemead@aol.com
John_Armor@yale.edu

Maman

What can
you write
about

your mother that
doesn’t sound
corny? When the
occasion is Moth-
ers’ Day, how do
you keep from
sounding like a
bad greeting card?

Let me tell you
a bit about my
Mom. She’s in
good health, and
turning 80 in No-
vember. It seems to
run in the family. Her mother, Suzanne,
made it to 96. My mother was born in
Paris, the third of four children. A gifted
student, she skipped a grade, and this
love of learning and education is a life-
long passion of hers.

Maman was in her early teens when
the Germans invaded France, marking
her deeply. In spite of this, she never
complained about the privations of war.
I never knew why my mother had such
a terror of water, only to learn from her
last year that she was in a train which
was bombed, and the carriage she was
riding in plunged off a bridge into a riv-
er. My brother and I not only learned to
swim, we were on a swimming team,
and later became lifeguards. Maman
made us swear we’d always save her
first.

She met my father, an American GI
from Schenectady, New York, at the end
of the war. He fell head over heels for
her; she couldn’t understand why he was
interested. In photos from those days,
my father looks like Gary Cooper. My
mother is stunningly beautiful, in a very
elegant, reserved way. The U.S. govern-
ment sent the soldiers home before they
allowed the GI war brides to come to
America. It may surprise people to learn
that Eleanor Roosevelt, that crusader of
human rights, wanted to make it illegal
for American soldiers to marry foreign
brides. Go figure.

My mother, the daughter of com-
fortably middle-class parents (my
grandfather was an architect) had a
rude shock on discovering my father’s
family. They did nothing to make my
mother feel welcome, yet she never said
a word against them when I was grow-
ing up.

Maman discovered her calling in life
almost by accident. She was asked to fill
in as a French teacher for a local mili-
tary school. That led to her teaching
French at Stuart Hall, in Staunton, VA.
She discovered that as shy as she was,
she blossomed in front of a classroom

of students. The
only problem
came from her
lacking certifica-
tion, and a degree.
The father of one
of my mother’s
students was so
impressed with
her teaching abili-
ties that he paid
for my mother’s
college education.
She took classes at
the University of
Virginia, in Char-
lottesville, and

eventually earned her B.A. from James
Madison University (Madison College
in those days). And all while juggling a
husband, two children, and a teaching
job. Later on, she obtained her Master’s
Degree from SUNY Fredonia – teaching
all day long, driving to night school,
and getting home late. She persevered,
eventually teaching at the college level.
Though she’s been retired for years, she
still hears from many of her former stu-
dents. Interestingly enough, they aren’t
all her best students, but ones whose
lives she changed for the better.

There isn’t room enough in this ar-
ticle, or even this paper, to tell you how
proud I am to be her daughter. I can,
however, pass on a little bit of her wit
and wisdom.

Some of Maman’s best advice:
• Never go out of the house looking

a mess. You never know who you’re go-
ing to run into.

• The only people who think ob-
noxious children are cute are their par-
ents.

• Never talk during concerts, plays,
or movies. Ever.

• At a party, in a restaurant, never
have the loudest voice in the room.
People aren’t paying to listen to you.

• Buy few things, but buy quality.
No one really has enough money to
buy junk.

• Don’t give novelty gifts; they are
an expensive joke. No one really wants
to have a T-shirt with stuff on it they
wouldn’t want their grandmother to
read.

• Always marry a tall man. They’re
easier to find in airports.

• Be kind. People remember kind-
ness, but will never forgive you for hu-
miliating them, especially in front of
others.

• Nothing makes a house feel more
like a home than a purring cat.

• Once a week, have a lovely, spe-
cial meal with your family. Use the

•See HIS & HER page 25

Best Of
The Bunch

Best prices...
best selection

Happy Hour Flower
Prices Everyday from

5-6 p.m. and
All Day on

Saturday & Sundays.
50% off!

Open
10 a.m. to

11 p.m.

Featuring a New Product Line of One-of-a-Kind
Art-Crafted pieces and “products with conscience”

526-0490 or • 866-776-7850

Now
located
in the
Dillard
Road

Village
with
Easy

Parking!
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Join us for
Breakfast Buffet:
Fri., Sat., & Sun.

8:30 a.m. – until?
Dinner Buffet:

 Thurs., Fri., & Sat.
4:30 - 9 p.m.

A Great Place to
Stay.

270 Main Street • 526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

Main Street
Inn

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center • 526-4429

Dinner: 5-11 nightly
Live Music Saturdays

International Cuisine

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

Think “Fressers” for
Lunch & Dinner!

Gourmet meals • Fabulous Desserts • Wine
• Brown-bagging permitted

Open for lunch and dinner
Call for reservations • 526-4188

Serving Dinner Every Evenings from 5:30 p.m.
Reservations recommended

Wine Spectator’s “Best of Award of Excellence”

Ristorante Paoletti
Fine Italian dining since 1953. 440 Main StreetCall 526-4906

Serving Lunch
Tuesday—Sunday • 11am—3pm

Don Leon’s Cafe
“Park anywhere,

but eat at Don Leon’s!”

30 Dillard Road, 526-1600

828-526-2338

...ON THE VERANDAH “...Highlands Most Scenic Dining”

Wine Spectator Award
Since 1987

RESERVATIONS
SUGGESTED

Serving Dinner:
Every evening from 6 p.m

otv1@ontheverandah.com

Why wait for a special occasion?
At Madison’s every day is special!

445 Main Streets Adjacent to the Inn  ~  828-526-5477  ~  www.oldedwardsinn.com

Highlands most beautiful upscale dining destination celebrates every day with their
Elevated Southern Cuisine and their Wine Spectator Award Winning wine list.

Lunch or dinner, the service will make you feel, dare we say, special.

~ Serving Brunch each Sunday ~

474 Main Street • 526-3807
Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

Serving Dinner from 5:30
Thurs., Fri., Sat. & Sun.

Reservations Recommended

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. –
wine bar and small

plates

Wine
Spectator
Award
Wine
List

Dinner
from

5:30 p.m.

akeside estaurant
531 Smallwood Avenue on Harris Lake • Dinner Reservations 828-526-9419

Cyprus

Sunday Brunch from 11 am – 2 pm.
Reservations suggested.

526-5525 • Highlands Plaza

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet: 11-3 • M~F • $6.95

Dinner:  Sun-Thur 3-9:30 Fri & Sat 3-10

GOLDEN CHINAServing
Wine,
Plum

Wine  &
Sake

Main St. & Lodging deliveries – $15 min.

Advertise your
Fine Dining Establishment here!

Call 526-0782
Also: Loose Moose – Full Service Bar

Flat Mountain Rd.
Call 526-2121 for reservations

Skyline Lodge
& Restaurant

Treat Mom to a
Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch,12-2
Open for Dinner 5:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturdays and for Brunch on Sundays.

week, another permit is needed.”
Every nonprofit in town – Rotary, the

Literacy Council, Bascom-Louise Gallery,
the Instant Theater, Highlands Playhouse,
Highlands Community Players and others
have all – at one time or another— offered
alcohol at functions.

“They all fall under the nonprofit cate-

gory and they all need permits,” said Har-
rell. “I know no one did anything wrong
on purpose, but as far as the state is con-
cerned ignorance of the law is no excuse.”

The one-time permit is available on line
or by calling 919-779-0700 so it is easily
accessible. However, the representative re-
questing the permit must undergo a crimi-

nal background check prior to permit ap-
proval. This is handled by the Clerk of Court
at the Macon County Courthouse in Fran-
klin not at the Highlands Police Station.

Harrell said once the background check
is on file and if the same person requests
the one-time permit each time, subsequent
checks aren’t necessary.

Notarized signatures are required on
each permit and a local law enforcement

official must sign it before it can be pro-
cessed by the ABC Commission. The offi-
cial can be the magistrate or someone at
the police department.

The law reads:: A permit may be issued
to a nonprofit organization to allow the
retail sale of malt beverages, unfortified
wine, or fortified wine, or to allow brown-
bagging, at a single fund-raising event of
that organization.

... ALCOHOL continued from page 1
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Now Serving
DINNER BUFFET

Thursday, Friday, & Saturday
(Angie Jenkins on the piano)
4:30 TO 9 • $19.95/person
(no children’s menu available)

Also enjoy our
BREAKFAST BUFFET
Friday through Sunday

Special
Mother’s Day
Brunch 11-3

Sample Menu:
Pasta Salad or Baked Potato Salad

Creamy Cole Slaw
C.J.’s Southern Fried Chicken

Slow Simmered Pot Roast
Black Pepper & Brown Beef Gravy

Variety of Cheesy Baked Casseroles
Sweet Stewed Tomatoes or BBQ Baked Beans

Variety of Rolls and Breads
Assorted Mousse Parfaits

828-526-2590270 Main Street

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping CenterN.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping CenterN.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping CenterN.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping CenterN.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center
(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)

Reservations: • 526-4429Reservations: • 526-4429Reservations: • 526-4429Reservations: • 526-4429Reservations: • 526-4429

Dinner: 5-11 nightlyDinner: 5-11 nightlyDinner: 5-11 nightlyDinner: 5-11 nightlyDinner: 5-11 nightly
• Exceptional handmade cuisine• Exceptional handmade cuisine• Exceptional handmade cuisine• Exceptional handmade cuisine• Exceptional handmade cuisine

• Modern, sophisticated environment• Modern, sophisticated environment• Modern, sophisticated environment• Modern, sophisticated environment• Modern, sophisticated environment
• Live music Saturdays• Live music Saturdays• Live music Saturdays• Live music Saturdays• Live music Saturdays

This Saturday Night: PEACE JONES
an up-and-coming band from Asheville

“Flutes, Rock & Reggae”
9:30 p.m. • $10 cover

International CuisineInternational Cuisine
CyprusCyprus

• CONSERVATIVE POV •

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

Have you noticed that
there have been an
increasing number of

natural disasters lately?
Reports of earthquakes are a
daily occurrence, hurricanes
have wreaked havoc recently,
tornados tearing up the
landscape, tsunamis making
occasional appearances, hot
streaks, cold streaks, it’s
getting downright spooky
out there. Religious people
will tell you that the
increasing frequency of these
quirks of nature foretell the end times.

Not to be outdone by such goings
on, humans seem to need to create their
own personal disasters, mostly, but not
exclusively, by mouth. In an effort to be
fair and balanced, the first verbal booboo
I’ll mention was that by Rush Limbaugh.
When given an analyst’s job on Monday
Night Football, he led off his comments
by telling the world that that the
extraordinary favorable press that was
given to Donavan McNab was due to his
blackness, not his prowess. Big mistake.
Gone.

Then there’s Howard Dean, who
parlayed a medical career and that of
being the Governor of an obscure state
(Vermont, I think) into the national
spotlight in his quest for the 2004
Democratic nomination. After coming in
an embarrassing third in the Iowa
caucuses, Dean gave his infamous “I have
a scream” speech which pretty much
ended his presidential aspirations for the
time being. A curious sidelight of Dean’s
background is that he got his medical
degree from the Albert Einstein School of
Medicine. I’m not sure why, that just
struck me as ironic.

The man Dean lost to, John Kerry,
could tell you some tales about how your
mouth can betray you occasionally.
During his recounting his heroic combat
experiences while serving in Viet Nam, he
often managed to contradict himself and
painted himself in some verbal corners,
according to some close to him in the
field. My personal favorite Kerryism was
“I actually did vote for the $87 billion
before I voted against it.” Thanks for
sharing.

Now, about Hillary. Hillary has an
excellent support staff who deflects her
from speaking unscripted. When she
speaks, what she says has been well
thought out in advance, and verbal errors
are rare. However, occasionally, she tends
to get over enthused about her own
words and screeches like a banshee. More
frequently these days, Hillary, when

Well, shut my mouth…
speaking in Southern climes,
adopts an accent which can
only be described as
Northern Southern, if I
make myself clear.

Even though Gore has
uttered a wealth of funnies,
I’m going to lay off. A lady
responded to a recent
column that Al is actually
the second coming so, just
to play it safe, no comment!
(I lean toward the antichrist,
myself, but I defer).

Lately, there has been a
spate of celebs embarrassing themselves
which provides fodder galore. I didn’t
watch Don Imus much, practically never,
but when I did, I saw a strange looking
duck who seemed to always be rambling
on about a ranch which he evidently
owned, and invited numerous
disadvantaged kids out there to enjoy the
wide open spaces. I thought that was nice.
Now don’t get me wrong, women’s
basketball is way down on my list, but
what he said about the Rutgers team was
as stupid and he deserved his fate.

Rosie O’Donnell is a complete
mystery to me. How on God’s green earth
she has achieved star status defies
explanation. She is physically
unattractive, to say the least. She is vulgar,
a loudmouthed bully, I am convinced she
is well off center, and an embarrassment
to anything in which she is involved.
Given the opportunity, she offended a
roomful of women and their daughters
with her vulgarity and the next day she
announced she was leaving the View. No
coincidence in my view.

And then there is Alec Baldwin. This
creep’s political views have rankled me for
years and he seemed bulletproof,
protected by the adoring media. However,
sooner or later, these types undo
themselves and Baldwin undid it up
right. Not only did he insult his daughter
unmercifully, it sounded to me like he
threatened her. If being caught on tape
isn’t bad enough, predictably, he blamed
everyone and everything else for his rant
rather than take responsibility for his
own misbehavior.

You will note there is no mention of
either Ms. Pelosi or Mr. Reid, although
they have supplied enough ammo
recently to fill several columns. But that is
for another day.

I don’t know how to explain these
verbal outbursts. Is this what it takes to
attract the public to public interest these
days? The cable news channels are
certainly loving it.
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Phone: 8 2 8 .7 4 3 . 6 0 1 0
Cell: 828.269.9046 randsoellner@earthlink.net  NC Lic.9266 FL Lic.AR9264

RANDRANDRANDRANDRAND
SOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNER
ARCHITECT

website: randarch.com

Mountain Architecture & Interiors

• BUILDERS & ARCHITECTS •
Steve Abranyi
828-787-2297
828-342-3234

Ask about
“Green Building

Options!”

Call today for information.

Highlands – 828-526-2412
Lake Toxaway – 828-883-8004

or visit our website at:
www.schmittbuilders.com

“Building Dreams
Since 1965”

Corner of 2nd and Spring streets
Highlands, NC 28741

(828) 526-4929

Visit us at www.WarthConstruction.com

Whether your property is on top of a cliff or
lakeside, we have the experience to make

your home a reality.

Construction, Inc.

Visiting Rector Series

All services are at the
Highlands Community Center

on Highway 64 next to the ballpark.
For more information, call the

Christ Anglican Church office at 526-2320
Visitors and friends are welcome!

Christ
Anglican
Church

Traditional • Conservative • Orthodox
at the Highlands Community Center

Holy Communion:
Sunday May 13, 11 a.m.

The Reverend
Dr. Timothy R. Smith

Rector,
Holy Trinity Anglican Church

Jackson, Miss.

hobbyist of 25 years, said that over a
period from November 2006 to February

... BRUGGER continued from page 8
2007 he lost every one of his 20 hives to a
combination of factors that he thinks was
partially due to CCD. He said CCD
probably caused him to lose 30 percent
of the bees. It marked the first time he has
ever lost anywhere near that many bees.
“Beekeepers stay upbeat despite troubles,”
By Colin McCandless.

We are currently in the middle of our
planet’s sixth major extinction event. The
sixth extinction is not happening because
of some external force. It is happening
because of us, Homo sapiens, an
‘exterminator species,’ as one scientist has
characterized humankind. “The Sixth
Extinction,” Text by Virginia Morell,
National Geographic Feb. 1999.

Someone viewing our planet from
afar might perceive humans as just
another natural disaster analogous to the
comet that killed off the dinosaurs 65
million years ago. Life will survive us; it
will just be different than we know it.

Happy Mother’s Day
Special Buffet Luncheon with ALL the

trimmings, 11 am to 2 pm, Sunday,
$17.95

Friday and Saturday evenings Prime
Rib Dinner Buffet with Angie Jenkins

at the piano and beer and wine
available, 5 to 9 pm, $15.95, then

Karaoke Saturdays until 10 p.m., $5
cover subtracted from dinner bill.

30 guest rooms with free hot
breakfast and wireless Internet.

706-782-7722 or
www.oldclaytoninn.com for info.

OLD CLAYTON INN

A Unique 4000’ Mountain Top Retreat designed
circa 1929 in the Frank Lloyd Wright Tradition

Rock Fireplaces, Private Balconies, Conference
Center, Heated Pool, Lake & Waterfalls, Tennis
Courts, Wedding Deck, A.C., Jacuzzis, and at
the restaurant we’re serving dinner Friday and

Saturdays and Brunch on Sundays.

828-526-2121 or 1-800-5-SKYLINE
Flat Mountain Road • Highlands

• New 2&3 bedroom cabins! •

“Rooms & Cabins
with a View”

moved from the façade and stucco put in
its place but Interim Town Planner Rich-
ard Betz and member Pat Taylor said Bolt
replaced a nonconforming material with
another nonconforming material.

Stucco is considered nonconforming
if it covers more than 30 percent of one side
of a building. Members believe the percent-
age of stucco on the Highlands Plaza façade
exceeds 30 percent.

“If he was going to change the plan he
submitted, he should have come to us,” said
member Ginger Slaughter.

Betz said he didn’t know if anything
could be done at this point but members
disagreed.

“He’s not finished with the job yet,”
said Slaughter.

Vice Chairman Thomas Craig said Ed-
die Madden, a previous zoning adminis-
trator, required him to buy three feet of
property from an adjoining neighbor when
after his building was built they realized the
roofline was in the setback. “Letting this
slide sets a bad precedent,” he said.

In the end, the commission agreed to
have Code Enforcement Officer Josh Ward
look at the project and report back to the
Zoning Board for its opinion.

In other Appearance Commission
business, members finalized a letter des-

tined for the Town Board concerning fenc-
es and other structures erected in town with-
out Appearance Commission approval.
“Anything that affects the look of the town
should come before us,” said Siegel. The
board was referring to a fence erected at
Helen’s Barn.

Betz said the town ordinance would
have to be revised because as it reads now,
no board has to consider such items.

After much discussion, the commis-
sion decided to leave the ordinance con-
cerning metal buildings in the ETJ as it
stands – that metal is allowed for the skele-
ton, but the exterior must be covered with
something other than metal and conform
to town ordinances.

Members also nixed a request for a
mural painted on the back of the Perform-
ing Arts Center on the grounds that “na-
ture is better.”

Several members said that while the
idea of murals is great, when they fade and
begin to peel, maintenance becomes anoth-
er issue.

“This request has the potential to open
the door to other people who want to paint
murals on buildings,” said member Dixie
Barton. “There is nothing more beautiful
than nature. Just plant trees,” she said. The
commission agreed.

... COMMISSION continued from page 1

placed with a circular green space includ-
ing walkways and a pavilion. The third sce-
nario, unveiled last, has all of Pine Street
closed incorporating a large amount of
greenspace as well as a pavilion, seemingly
including everything the crowd wanted.

With the Town looking at redesigning
its complex, proponents suggested a new
Town Hall constructed where the restrooms
now stand on the “cliff” which would put
it at the base of the Pine Street Park thereby
incorporating it into the park scheme.

Proponents said “lost” Pine Street park-
ing could be gained by configuring spaces
differently on adjacent streets or by con-
structing a parking garage in the vicinity.

The project is expected to cost
$1.200,000. So far $800,000 has been
raised.

The next meeting is June 7 at 5:30 p.m.
at the Highlands Community Center on
U.S. 64 next to the ballfield. Citizens are
encouraged to participate.

... PINE STREET PARK continued from page 1
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AFTERWARD SWING BY PEREGRINE

H I G H L A N D S I C O V E

G O L F PEREGRINE
A T I T H E I C O V E

One of the nicest things about Highlands Cove is that you don’t have to live here to
enjoy all that goes with it.  Our many amenities are open to the public, pay as you

use.  There are 18 holes of spectacular golf where the views are
nothing short of inspiring.  A clubhouse with a fully stocked golf

pro shop.  A practice facility that rivals any in the area.  And
a PGA professional staff.
    Discriminating diners will take delight in the carefully
crafted cuisine that flows from Peregrine at the Cove.  Located
in the clubhouse, the atmosphere is relaxed and casually

elegant.  The menu is classic continental American and entirely handmade.  Our
chefs are passionate about serving up an excellent dining experience.  And the full-
service bar will quench any thirst.

Great golf.  Fabulous food.  Excellent service.  Enjoy Highlands
Cove today.  We’re located six miles east of Highlands on
Highway 64.  The course is open daily.  Call 828-526-4185
for a tee time.  Peregrine dining hours are seasonal.  Call
828-787-2465 for our dining schedule, reservations or
information on special events.

Summer
HouSe

THe

Distinct and Customized
Products...

• Summer House Collection of
  Upholstery
• Coordinated Bedding
• Interior and Exterior Lighting
• Collections of Original Art
• Extensive Selection of Unique
   Accessories
• Gifts
• Kitchen and Pantry Items

Handcrafted Furniture by:
Tiger mounTain

WoodWorkS

2 miles from Main Street
2089 Dillard Road • 526-5577

Paula & Barry Jones

Dear Editor,
Coyotes, yes, coyotes have become a

nuisance and threat to our community.
Please be aware of this growing problem if
you have small pets and children. My
parents’ small dog escaped an attack by
these animals and we hope that this
incident might alert others in our
community to take precautions and
become aware of these creatures that might
be living in your backyard.

Most of the coyote reports are in the
Harris Lake vicinity. Harris Drive and
Smallwood Avenue appear to be the areas
where these creatures are consistently
present. As early dusk approaches, children,
parents and pet owners living in this area,
cringe when the call of the coyotes begins.
At first it sounds like a group of children
playing loudly and then you begin to hear
the eerie reply of one coyote to the next.
You feel trapped in between the calls.
Sometimes the loud howling will wake you
in the middle of the night. It sounds like
they are lurking on your front step. My
mother has often been awakened in the
middle of the night by these menacing
creatures.

My parents’ Chihuahua, Peanut was
attacked and left for dead by these animals.
We are still shocked to believe that he
escaped alive- barely. He ventured out of

my dad’s reach Friday night as the howling
began. My dad could hear him barking but
could not get him to return. Many hours
later after the howling had ceased he made
it back barely alive. He had severe puncture
bites on his back and abdomen. He could
barely walk and his eyes were swollen and
blood shot. The next evening as the coyote
howling began again, Peanut was safely
tucked away in his bed but he cried and
moved his aching body closer to the main
level of the house. We knew without a
doubt that the coyotes were responsible for
his injuries.

After talking with neighbors in this
area, similar stories are emerging. Stories
are being told of injured cats, rabbits and a
terrifying tale of these animals coming too
close to the homes of small children. One
neighbor reports several coyotes coming
into her yard in plain daylight. She tried to
scare them off but they only howled as if
laughing at her. These once nocturnal
animals are getting too comfortable with
humans and are literally living in our
backyards. The coyote signs are within a
mile of the school and Main Street!

As our days grow longer, more children
are playing outside and more folks are
walking small dogs. Please become aware
of this situation. I encourage any concerned
resident to respond if you have any

... LETTERS continued from page 2

Concerned about coyotes
suggestions on how to solve this issue
without anyone getting hurt. I plan to
research this issue more thoroughly to
protect my children and our animals. If we
don’t solve this situation soon- we are really
going to have an epidemic on our hands as
these animals reproduce extremely fast.

Tracy Hedden
Highlands

• See related story page 24
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• HOME & HEARTH ON THE PLATEAU •

Does your home’s front entrance
cause people to take notice or
drive on by? Is it inviting or just

another entrance? Much like a mani-
cured lawn and well-maintained exteri-
or add curb appeal to a home, so does
the front entrance.

“Ten years ago, homeowners per-
sonalized their entry by incorporating
decorative glass,” says Jeff Kibler of
Peachtree Doors and Windows. “Today,
homeowners desire more dramatic en-
tries and an entire entry system.”

If you’re considering remodeling
your front entry or building a new
home, you face many decisions about a
door’s basic material and performance,
complementary windows, accessories
and security.

Basic Materials
Entry doors are primarily construct-

ed of steel, fiberglass or wood. The ma-
terial that is right for your home will
depend on cost, desired look and, to a
limited degree, geography.

Steel is the most economical and
popular material and is also sturdy, se-
cure and can be painted to match a
home. Steel is susceptible to denting,
rusting and corrosion in coastal areas,
however.

Wood, the second most popular
material, has an inherent richness in
texture, provides security and can be
painted or stained. Wood requires regu-
lar maintenance to prevent rot and
keep it looking good.

Fiberglass doors
make up the fastest-
growing segment of the
entry door market. A
smooth fiberglass door
provides the characteris-
tics of steel but won’t
dent or corrode in coast-
al climates. Textured fi-
berglass looks like a
wood door but does not
require extensive main-
tenance.

Performance
Energy performance

is a growing concern to-
day, and Energy Star rat-
ings indicate more ener-
gy-efficient products.
Generally steel and fi-
berglass doors, because
of the dense insulation
inside, are more energy
efficient than wood
doors.

Another source of
inefficiency can be the
frame system. Compo-

Entryways provide invitation to home
nents of the entry should fit snugly into
the frame without gaps in the seams.
Peachtree uses a single frame system for
a door, sidelights and some transoms,
which provides cleaner sightlines, mini-
mizes spots for air or water infiltration
and prevents sagging.

If you’re interested in reducing
maintenance, a fiberglass door with a
frame clad with aluminum or another
material may be your best option.

Decorative Elements
Mechanics aside, most homeowners

are interested in an entry’s looks. Win-
dows of various shapes and sizes can be
incorporated into a door for style. Dec-
orative glass, available in many patterns,
can add panache to the entry door,
sidelights and transoms.

“Homeowners continue to use dec-
orative glass to put a signature on their
front entry,” Kibler says. “It reinforces
an architectural style of a home and
dresses up an entry.”

Where and how to buy
Entry doors are generally sold

through lumberyards, home centers
and window and door dealers.

The installation of a new door, es-
pecially a door with sidelites, transoms
and complementary fixed windows, can
be quite involved. Installation should
be left to a professional contractor or a
skilled do-it-yourselfer.

• All materials courtesy of Peachtree
Doors and Windows & Family Features
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HHARDWARE
330 Dillard Road

Upper Level of Highlands Decorating
Phone: 828-526-3719

IGHLANDS

American Upholstery
We Repair Furniture from frame
Residential or Commercial • 37 Years Experience

Free Estimates • Free Pick-up and Delivery
Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
102 S. College Street • (864) 638-9661

P.O. Box 593
Walhalla, SC 29691

• OUTDOOR - INDOOR REMODEL-RNEW •
828-743-5451 Village Square in Sapphire

HomePlace Blinds & Design Of Sapphire Valley
Custom Window Coverings – Heritance® hardwood shutters
 Duette® honeycomb shades, Country Woods® Collection™

Custom Closet Systems , Unique Home Accessories

ORGANIC! 
phone: 828.342.9390

www.earthcareorganics.comServices Offered Include:
• Year Round Turf Management

• Year Round Tree, Shrub & Ornamental Bed Care
• Garden & Landscape Design • Planting • Rock & Waterscapes

• Shaping & Pruning • Dry Stack Rock Walls

earthcare organics
“making gardening green”

DRY CRAWL SPACE...
The answer to your mold and mildew

problem!
Clean Space:

Crawlspace encapsulation system.
Check us out on the web at

drycrawlspaces.com
Call for a free estimate: 828-743-0900

Derek Taylor

330 Dillard RD
Highlands

828-526-3571

Benjamin Moore Paints
Custom Area Rugs

Fabrics
Floor Coverings

Tile
Wall Coverings

Window Treatments

HDC
HIGHLANDS

DECORATING
CENTER

Luxury Linen Services
Specializing in the custom care
of your bed and table linens.

Call
1-800-295-0017 or 864-295-0017

JPSventures

“Superior Quality
in

Excellent Time”

Renovation • Decks   
Outdoor Kitchens • Grading
New Construction

Local
References 828.369.6850

• Full line of quality beads and
beading supplies

• The area’s only “Paint-Your-Own”
Pottery studio

• Fun and whimsical gifts
• Book your beading and pottery

parties now!
526-8123

On Main St, between Buck’s and
Highlands Fine Art

“Derby Day” was held at Jody Read’s home and a large crowd attended.
Everyone brought a covered dish and mint julips were plentiful. Ladies
wore fabulous hats and a great time was had by all. Pictured are win-
ners Sue Schulte, Bill Hall and Joy Gunn.

‘Derby Day’ winners

For advertising information and rates call
526-0782
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• GARDENING ON THE PLATEAU •

JUST ARRIVED
for the 2007 season.....

The “Endless Summer Hydrangea”
(as seen in Southern Living Magazine)

By Carla Gates

It’s that time of year again! We are all
shedding our winter hats, gloves and
coats for those spring and summer

shorts and flip flops. You know the feel-
ing, the smell of spring is in the air. The
sun, warm on your face and yes, the sight
of all of our beloved plants, trees and
shrubs starting to bloom. May brings
many things and when you talk to people
one of their favorite things about spring is
their gardens.

Something else very special occurs in
the month of May. Mother’s Day....a time
honored celebration of the people that
gave us life. We take this day to give
thanks for all of the selfless, wonderful
(and sometimes thankless) things our
dear moms do for us! Personally, I think
we should do this every day.

Growing up
my Mom always
told me that,
“You only have
one
Mom.....and
that no matter
what, she will
be your best
friend and never
turn her back
on you.” How
true this is!
Now that I am a
Mom of two
beautiful boys
myself, I see the
unconditional
and endless love
she has always
talked of.

My hus-
band, Philip
and I are in our eighth season at Gates
Nursery here in Highlands and Mother’s
Day week is a buzz with people flocking
into the nursery on a mission to find the
perfect gift for Mom.

Hanging baskets, custom containers,
and many varieties of roses are among the
favorites but for those that are looking for
that extra special treat for Mom, may I
suggest the Endless Summer Hydrangea?
With their rocketing popularity, the End-
less Summer Hydrangea has taken the gar-
den centers across America by storm.

Hydrangeas have always played a
prized role in establishing a classic garden
landscape. Over the years, many different
selections have become available giving
gardeners a wide range of choices. South-
ern Living called the Endless Summer
(Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Bailmer’) “the
most exciting hydrangea discovery in
years!”

Developed by a Minnesota nursery,

Show your ‘Endless’ Love for Mom
this mophead type hydrangea produces
large, showy blooms that really make a
statement in gardens, vases or potted in a
beautiful container. The Endless Summer
is a perpetual flowering hydrangea mean-
ing it will bloom all summer and will
flower on new wood. After choosing your
quality hydrangea, planting it correctly is
of the utmost importance. Well drained
soil, rich in organic matter will make this
shrub very happy. Always use good soil
amendments such as Nature’s Helper and
Peat Moss. You have a choice whether
you want your blooms blue or pink. It’s
best to acidify with Aluminum Sulphate
to the soil if you desire the blooms to be
blue.After planting, continue to use an
acidifying fertilizer such as Cottonseed
Meal, an organic slow release fertilizer
that will maintain the acidity level and

keep your
blooms blue.

Some
people prefer
the blooms to
be pink and
that is just as
easy. Adding
lime several
times a year
will raise the
pH in your
soil and help
you achieve
these beautiful
blooms of
pink. Use a
fertilizer low
in nitrogen
and high in
phosphorus to
encourage
blooming.

The ideal growing conditions are partial
sun/partial shade.

The Endless Summer is hardy for
Zones 4-9 (Highlands is a 5A). They re-
quire very little pruning and it fact, do
best if left alone for the first couple of sea-
sons after being planted. Deadheading
the blooms will encourage blooming
throughout the summer. Leave your last
blooms at the end of the season to insu-
late the new buds from the cold and re-
move them in the spring.

Hydrangeas are beautiful for creating
borders, backdrops or a focal point in
your lawn or garden. Growing to 3-ft. to
5-ft. in height and spreading to about the
same size at the time of maturity the End-
less Summer really makes a very nice im-
pression in your landscape.

So take a minute to stop by and visit
us. You might just find that perfect gift for
mom....and show her your “endless love.”

Blue and Pink
“Endless Love” Hydrangeas

When quality and exceptional
customer service count...choose

We also have a beautiful selection of
hanging baskets, custom containers,

roses and much, much more!

It’s the
ONLY
hydrangea
to bloom
all summer
long!

Don’t forget Mother’s Day! 
Sunday, May 13!

Visit us at our 2 locations....
Main Street (next to Citgo)

828-526-4212
& Hwy 28 South and Cherokee Drive 828-526-3387

Open Monday-Saturday 8-6
Sunday 10-5
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• HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL •

To keep the news media and the public
better informed about Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital, we are providing you with a
summary of the more significant actions
and discussion items coming before the
hospital’s board of directors at its most
recent meeting on Thursday, April 26.

Foundation director Russell Harris gave
a brief report, saying he is in the process of
contacting donors who recently completed
fulfilling their pledges to the Challenge
Campaign (conducted five years ago) to
introduce himself and to ask for their
continued support for the hospital.

CEO Ken Shull gave a report on
utilization of hospital services by area
physicians and their patients. He presented
a number of graphs covering last year and
the first six months of this year that showed
that utilization is generally growing.

During the Finance Committee report
CFO Mike Daiken told the board the
hospital is emerging from the winter
months in better financial shape than
anticipated. He reported that while the
hospital showed a small operational loss
in March, it was significantly less than had
been budgeted. And through the first six
months of this fiscal year (the slowest time
of year), Daiken said operational losses
were approximately $310,000 less than for
same period the prior year, and more than
$200,000 under what had been projected
for this year

He also reported that the average daily
acute census in March was up nearly 67
percent, and up by nearly 50 percent for
the fiscal year (which began Oct. 31, 2006).
ER visits grew by nearly 15 percent over the
previous March, and total visits for the first
six months of this year are up as well –
though not by quite as much. The total
number of patient days at the Eckerd Living
Center was also increased during the first
six months.

The board discussed efforts to recruit
additional physicians. A new Physician
Recruiting Committee has been formed to
help the administration in its efforts to
bring in physicians, particularly a general
surgeon. The committee reported that
efforts are under way to encourage more of
the retired physicians in the area to use their
connections to identify potential
candidates. Shull reported later in the
meeting that the hospital is currently in
discussions with seven different general
surgeons who have expressed interest in
possibly relocating to the area.

Board members also discussed a half-
page advertisement that appeared in the
previous week’s newspapers criticizing the
board and the administration for not
solving the hospital’s financial and
physician recruiting problems quickly
enough. Several board members pointed

out that the ad contained a good deal of
wrong or out-of-date information, and all
agreed that the hospital should respond to
set the record straight. Several board
members pointed out that continued
criticism, even if it may not have wide
support in the community at this point,
hurts efforts to recruit physicians, and also
sabotages the morale of both the current
medical staff and hospital employees.

The board unanimously authorized a
committee to issue a response in the form
of ads in both the Cashiers and Highlands
newspapers, and also agreed unanimously
with a suggestion from Chief of the Medical
Staff and board member Mark Wagner, MD,
that board members pay for the ads
themselves rather than using hospital funds.

Shull reported that the hospital had
conducted an internal disaster drill,
simulating what would happen if a fire
destroyed the hospital’s business office, as
well as the computer system where patient
records are stored. He also said hospital staff
responded by turning to backup paper
systems so that patient care was not
interrupted. He said the hospital’s
emergency disaster plan for dealing with a
major computer crash also checked out. All
of the data is backed up at a remote, secure
site, maintained by the company that
provides software to this and other hospitals
around the country. The hospital also stores
backup data tapes in a local bank safety
deposit box.

The NC Department of Labor recently
conducted an unannounced OSHA
inspection of the Fidelia Eckerd Living
Center, Shull told the board. Inspectors not
only found no significant problems, but
also gave the center the sixth highest rating
of the 70 nursing facilities surveyed thus far
in the state.

Shull reported that the architects hired
to design a new medical office building on
the Oakmont property in Cashiers have met
with a number of groups to asses what their
needs might be. The board hired the
Greenville, SC, firm of McMillan Smith and
Partners, PLLC, last month to come up with
a design. So far they have met with Cashiers
area physicians, including Dr. Toby Lindsay
and Drs. Mark Heffington and David
Wheeler, as well as representatives of several
hospital departments, such as radiology
and lab, that will be providing services at
the future facility. The architects have been
charged with coming up with an exterior
design that has an attractive “mountain
feel” that is appropriate to the area.

Shull said the hospital’s first
community health screening of the season,
held on April 21 in Highlands, drew a near
record crowd, and a number of enthusiastic
comments from those who attended.

Summary of combined April meeting of the
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Board of Directors

at
Highlands’

Edge

TWIGS©

for what you really want!

Open:
9-6 Mon-Sat

Sun 10-5
Open:

10-6 Mon-Sun
Open:

10-6 Mon-Sun
Opening
in June

Send them to
Mothers Unite!

Twigs
the

Season

®
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• HIGHLANDS EATERIES •

“Quick Service Not Fast Food!”

At 4th & Spring streets...on the hill

526-5916

Hamburgers & Fries
Sandwiches & Salads

Ice Cream & More!
Open for lunch Mon.-Fri.

Now Trans Fat FREE

$10 minimum with credit card

Stop in for slow-cooked BBQ, Ribs,
Fried Chicken, Hot Wings and other
Southern favorites that’ll have you

coming back for more.

461 Spring Street • 526-2626

LUNCH
&

DINNER

Catering
Available

Pescado’s
Burritos

In the middle of 4th St.
Open for lunch

Mon-Sat. • 526-9313

High Country Cafe

526-0572
Cashiers Road next to the
Community Bible Church

Breakfast & Lunch
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m

Sunday through Friday;
Saturday, 7 am.-1 p.m.

Down home
favorites

everyday!

Buck’s Coffee Cafe
Open 7 days a week

7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Coffee, tea, wine,
pastries, sandwiches

384 Main Street

SportsPage

Sandwich Shoppe

314 Main Street • 526-3555

Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sat. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Desserts • Loaded Baked Potatoes

I’m DonLeon and that’s
MY opinion.

Let me introduce the
new owner of

Don Leon’s Cafe,
Ms. Donna Leona

(a.k.a. Ellen Westnedge)
If you think I’m crazy,

wait ‘til you meet
Ms. Leona!

• BUSINESS NEWS •

The Main Street Inn in Highlands, NC,
has been welcoming guests for over 100
years. The new owners of The Main Street
Inn, Debbie and Gary Garner, continue this
long tradition of good food and gracious
hospitality with a 21st century twist. Visi-
tors to Highlands have grown accustomed
to the Southern breakfast buffet served at
the inn beginning at 8:30 a.m. For only
$10.95 you can entertain your house guests
with mouth-watering home cooking with-
out ever mussing up your own kitchen.

Also offered is a home-style dinner
buffet. Whether dressing for the theatre or
casually touring the area, you are invited to
enjoy the Main Street Inn’s home style din-
ner buffet. No one is allowed to leave hun-
gry after feasting on a variety of southern
salads, meats, vegetables, breads and des-
serts. The evening buffet changes daily and
offers seasonal items, the menu features
regional fare with a down-home touch.
Many of Gary’s favorite recipes originate
from the famous Paula Deen of Savannah,

GA so don’t be surprised if some of her well-
known dishes show up on the buffet. Val-
ue-priced at only $19.95, the food will
please your tummy and soothe your soul.
Wine can be purchased with your meal or
set-ups are available. (Dress is resort casual
and reservations are requested for parties
of six or more).

The Main Street Inn adds dinner to venue

Old Edwards Hospitality Group is
pleased to announce Service Champions
for April 2007, Department of the Month
and Manager of the Quarter. These recog-
nition programs are utilized to reward and
recognize associates who go above and be-
yond the call of duty to meet and exceed
the resort guest’s expectations.

Throughout the year, associates are
nominated for the Service Champion Pro-
gram. Each month, associates are recog-
nized at an appreciation gathering. Associ-
ates with the most qualifying nominations

OEI announces ‘Champion’ Awards

After a day of strenuous activity stop
by the Inn’s new Piano Bar (open Tuesday
through Saturday from 4:30 p.m.) for a
glass of wine and one of its signature hors
d’oeuvres. Listen to the music of talented
regional entertainers as you unwind.

For more information, give Gary or
Debbie a call at 828-526-2590.

are awarded gold, silver and bronze awards
with monetary prize equivalents of $250,
$100 and $50 respectively. At the end of the
year, three Champions are selected from
these recipients and prizes are awarded in
the gold ($1,000), silver ($500) and bronze
($250) categories.

At the annual Associates Picnic, the fol-
lowing awards were given. April 2007 Ser-
vice Champions: Bruce Bunnell, Front Of-
fice, Bronze; Tim Hanson, Maintenance,
Silver; Daniel Smith, Front Office, Gold

“By setting goals and rewarding the
staff members regularly, we encourage pos-
itive motivation and set a standard for ex-
cellence that is not only attainable, it be-
comes second nature. This level of service
is what sets us apart as the award-winning
property that we have become,” said Mario
Gomes, Old Edwards Hospitality Group
Chief Executive Officer and General Man-
ager.

Additionally, Gomes announced the
Warehouse Department as Department of
the Month for April, and Acorns’ Manager
Joe Extine received the award for Manager
of the Quarter.

The Old Edwards Hospitality Group in
Highlands, North Carolina is pleased to
announce that The Lodge at Old Edwards
Inn has received the Four-Diamond Award
from AAA for 2008. According to the pres-
tigious Association, The Lodge is one of an
exclusive group of establishments that has
successfully passed a thorough evaluation
and is worthy of the coveted mark.  The
property is one of only two properties in
Highlands, NC that have been awarded 4-
diamonds (Old Edwards Inn and Spa is the
sister property to The Lodge).

AAA Diamond Ratings represent a
combination of overall quality, range of
facilities, and the level of services offered
by a property. These widely recognized and
trusted symbols help travelers choose lodg-
ings that will meet their needs and expecta-
tions.

“This is an incredible honor and

Lodge at OEILodge at OEILodge at OEILodge at OEILodge at OEI
rrrrreceives AAA Foureceives AAA Foureceives AAA Foureceives AAA Foureceives AAA Four-----
Diamond ADiamond ADiamond ADiamond ADiamond Awarwarwarwarwarddddd

•See BIZ NEWS page 31
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www.C21MountainLifestyles.com

Two local offices to serve you:

Cashiers 

828-743-7999 

LARGE CUSTOM HONKA LOG HOME with 
magnifi cent Whiteside Mountain views on 5.88 
acres. Easy access off of 64 and close to town. 
Hardwood fl oors, stone fi replace, granite counter 
tops, custom cabinets, decks with speakers, 
large backyard for campfi res, kids, and parties. 
Decorator furnished and staged.

Cathy Garren 828-743-7999

WHITESIDE MOUNTAIN VIEWS

Highlands 

828-787-2121

$995,021

MLS# 61571

Members of The Girls’ Club-
house took two weeks to
honor the teachers, staff and
admininistration at Highlands
School -- a project requested
of them by the PTO. The first
week they made posters
saying “Thanks” to teachers
and the last week they hung
them up all over school so
they would be on display:
Teacher Appreciation Week
May 7-11. Missing are the
sixth-grade members who
were on their school trip.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

Club helps PTO
show

appreciation

... FORUM continued from page 3

•See FORUM page 31

ward the cashier and attempting to hand it
to her. At that point, my right hand with
the wallet go off camera. There was no vid-
eo showing me putting it in my bag. I not-
ed that fact to the detective.

“We figured your bag was off-camera,”
he said.

I knew two things. One, I typically car-
ry by bag in my right hand and two Megan
had my bag in the cart which she was
wheeling toward the exit.

Finally, the detective thanked me for
coming in and said he would call if he
needed anything else.

I left and raced to Nantahala for the
school board meeting.

Then the week of Good Friday, I got
another call from the detective.

“We’d like you to take a polygraph
test,” he said.

I was absolutely blown away. “This is
crazy,” I said. “I didn’t take the wallet.”

He then told me that the Wal-Mart se-
curity guard had told the women with the
missing wallet, that there was a video
showing a woman putting the wallet in her
handbag.

“Well, where’s that tape?” I asked. “Be-
cause the one I saw didn’t show that, it
showed my arm going off-camera so no
one can see anything after that point. So
maybe it’s a tape of another woman.”

“They can’t produce it,” he said.
“Just get video from another angle or

get the video immediately following my
transaction,” I said.

Turns out the camera that would clear-
ly show the back of the cashier, the cash
register drawer and the faces of the people
filing along the checkout counter was not
working so no tape was available.

I suggested they check out the people
who were in line behind me. “Perhaps one

of them took the wallet after I put it back
on the counter,” I said.

No good. They all paid cash, so there
was no way to find out who they were. Nor
was there footage of their transactions.

Well, I’m a big fan of CSI and Law and
Order and after seeing what happens to
people on those shows, I was wary about
taking a polygraph.

“But I’m innocent,” I said.
“Then the polygraph will show that

and we can close this case once and for
all,” he said.

Since the Wal-Mart security guard told
the woman that there was video of a wom-
an putting the wallet in her handbag, she
was absolutely sure that all of Macon
County was trying to protect me instead of
arresting me.

“This woman has been calling every-
one in the county all the way up to the
DA’s office to get to you and if we can tell
her you passed the polygraph, she will
know we’ve done everything in our power
to solve this crime,” said the detective.
“Hell, if I had the money, I’d give it to her
just to end this at this point.”

I called a couple of lawyers. They said
not to take the test. “They obviously think
you’re guilty. Don’t take it,” they said.

I talked to my husband, Jim. In a past
life, when polygraphs were analog with re-
sults somewhat iffy, he took one as part of
an employment requirement and subse-
quently as part of his job as Personnel
Manager at Lone Star Industries in Texas,
he routinely ordered polygraphs.

He was wary, too, but after much dis-
cussion and after learning of the exact pro-
cedure I agreed to take it.

So, Friday, May 4, Jim and I drove to
the NC State Bureau of Investigation head-
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“Heart of the
High Country”

Everyday at 8 a.m., noon, 5 p.m., 7 p.m.,
10 p.m., & midnight.’

The Visitor Information Program
airs at 7 am, 9 am, 4 pm, 6 pm,

9 pm, and 11 pm.

Highlands’ Own
TV Show...on Northland

Cable Channel 14.

• Complete line of office
supplies

• Laminating • Fax Service
• Greeting Cards

• Laser paper
• Ink Cartridges

Highlands Plaza
526-3379

Do we have Imari? Oh, yes!

Mirror Lake Antiques
215 S. 4th Street “on the Hill”

P.O. Box 702, Highlands, NC 28741 • 526-2080

It’s all about
Highlands

and its people!

• STATE & FEDERAL POLITICS •

By Senator John Snow
Last week I told you that House budget

writers would be waiting on the final reve-
nue figures to come in before they released
their budget. On Monday those figures came
in and the House released their budget - sort
of. The document that House budget writers
released was more of a list of spending pri-
orities as opposed to a full blown budget with
all that normally goes with it, including the
financing piece.

The House is still probably a week, may-
be two, from releasing a full budget which it
can vote on and send over to the Senate.
Normally, the budget writers hold onto the
budget very tightly until they are absolutely
ready to release it, not so this year. This year
advocacy organizations will be spending the
next two weeks preparing arguments for why
certain programs need more money and why
others do not. Likewise, the political pundits
across the state are going to have plenty to
talk about on radio and write about in their
newspapers and blogs.

While an incomplete budget document
was released, it does show that House writ-
ers have a paradigm with which they are
working from. This, I hope, means that they
can complete their budget very soon and
send it to the Senate for our consideration.
We have slightly under sixty days left before
the new fiscal year starts and as much time
to put a budget in place that will keep State
Government functioning.
Budget Details, Smoking, Commission-

ers, Property Taxes, Expensive Elec-
tions, and Bullfrogs

Budget Details
There were a number of new items that

have not been part of any budget released
before by the General Assembly. One of the
first of these is increased support for Drop-
out prevention is one of the first things that
can be found in the budget documents re-
leased by the House. As such, $7 million
looks to be put towards a grant fund to sup-
port innovative programs that keep kids in
school. In addition to this grant funding $3
million will go to providing extra mentors
for new principals in our public schools. On
the savings side House budget writers have
proposed cutting 188 middle management
jobs within the UNC system, which is expe-
riencing explosive growth, saving roughly
$19 million. House budget writers would like
to cut the anticipated inflationary increase
for Mediciad by half to save $37 million. This
could provide serious funding problems for
many health care providers. The House bud-
get writers are proposing a 6.4% tuition in-
crease for community college students.

While nothing is set in stone for state
employees or teachers in terms of pay the
preliminary documents show teachers receiv-
ing a 5% increase and new teachers would
receive a $250 bonus. State employees look
to receive a 2.5% increase and a one time

$400 bonus. Community college faculty
might receive a 5% increase.

In addition to these new plans and pay
increases early budget documents show
about $177 million being spent for new con-
struction and renovation for state buildings.
No matter what these early documents show
nothing is set in stone. Included in the bud-
get is about $17 million in new spending for
health and human services. Many mental
health advocates have been advocating for
around $170 million to combat the mental
health problems that we have in this state.

The bottom line in all of these early bud-
get figures is that they are not written in stone
and we are still a long way off from having
even the semblance of a final budget. To
those of you who still want to advocate for
certain programs you still have plenty of time.

Smoking
Since the idea of a smoking ban first

appeared in the House the citizens of the
50th district have done a more than ample
job of telling me where you stand on this
issue. However, it looks like the Senate will
not have to vote on the smoking ban as it
failed in front of the full House during a floor
vote this week. House members voted 61-55
against the measure. More than a dozen
Democrats from counties where tobacco is
grown or manufactured opposed the ban.
The bill that was voted on by the full House
was a watered down version of the earlier bill
which prohibited smoking in most every
place. The bill voted on this week excluded
restaurant-bars that are age-restricted and
smoking-designated hotel rooms. It also gave
local governments the authority to override
those exceptions with stricter regulations.

Commissioners
Last week county commissioners from

across North Carolina and our district came
to Raleigh to lobby us about the issues that
they would like to see passed during this ses-
sion of the General Assembly. Their message
was clear: stop the bleeding and fund the
growth. The bleeding that they are referring
to is the Medicaid burden which counties
currently shoulder. Over the last few weeks I
have talked about some of the plans that are
being discussed down here in terms of re-
forming Medicaid. I feel that the Medicaid
issue is going to be taken care of during this
session which should relieve the counties of
these Medicaid costs. The growth that the
county commissioners talked about is some-
thing that we know all too well about in our
counties. As more people come to North
Carolina we need more roads, schools, and
sewer capacity amongst other things. The
county commissioners would like to see
much of this growth funded by a transfer tax.
There is a storm brewing between the coun-
ty commissioners who want a transfer tax and
realtors who are against it. My hope is that
by taking the Medicaid burden from the
counties we can free up enough money in

the county budget to ensure that the infra-
structure that we need is able to be purchased.
As the winds of this storm begin to howl I
will let you know what comes of this debate.
See related article, page 7.

Property Taxes
A few weeks ago I wrote about the Prop-

erty Tax bill that I was going to introduce in
the Senate. This week this bill was introduced
in the Senate Finance committee. Senate Bill
1442 works like a circuit breaker in your
house. If the taxes rise too much in compar-
ison to your income then it activates and you
won’t have to pay the full bill. This bill, un-
like the current homestead exemption, does
not have restrictions about age or disability.
The bill considers only a person’s income
when it comes to activating the breaker. This
bill will help out families with kids and eld-
erly folks who are living on a fixed income.
What’s more if a person is able to qualify for
the current homestead exemption, and this
exemption benefits them more, then they
can elect to use the current exemption. This
bill is just starting its journey through the
General Assembly and has a long way to go
before it is finished. I will keep you up to
speed on its progress.

Expensive Elections
This week the Program on Public Life, a

part of the Center for the Study of the Amer-
ican South at UNC Chapel Hill, released a
report about the 2006 elections cycle. As you
might expect the costs for a seat in the Gen-
eral Assembly went up. When adjusted for
inflation, overall spending rose moderately
from the 2004 election, from $26.4 million
to $28.7 million, an increase of 8.4%. This is
more than double the increase of only 3.84%
from 2002 to 2004. In North Carolina it now
costs $168,650 to obtain a seat in the North
Carolina General Assembly, nearly a $3,000
increase over 2004. Despite the increase in
money spent the voter turnout was down to
37% statewide. This is a new low for voter
turnout in North Carolina. However, the 50th
Senate District and most of the 11th congres-
sional over performed most other areas of
the State. In many ways this is atrocious. Most
folks can not afford to stand for public office
due to the cost prohibitions that are in place.
There are several efforts under way in the
General Assembly which will seek to reme-
dy this. However, these remedies will only
apply to council of state races and not to the
General Assembly.

Bullfrogs
A fourth grade class in Plymouth North

Carolina is lobbying us hard about what the
State amphibian should be. Their choice: the
bullfrog. However, like all things here in Ra-
leigh there is guaranteed to be a battle royalé
over what the state’s amphibian will be. The
State’s Herpetological Society has jumped in
suggesting a number other amphibians but
they seem to really want the salamander. This
could prove to be an especially slimy situa-

The week in review
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#1 Nails
Professional Nail Care for Men & Women

828-526-0222

145 Wright Square • Highlands, N.C. • 28741

Solar Nails • Diamond Nails • Gel Nails • Acrylic Nails
Manicure • Spa Pedicure • Air Brush Designs • Nail Art

Signature Hair Designs for  Men &  Women

Barbara, Gale & Van • 526-0349 • Open  Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

• SALONS & SPAS •

828-526-8832

MASSAGE THERAPY

GIFTS • NCLMBT

225 Spring Street • Highlands
SpaOnSpring@aol.com

Images Unlimited
HAIR • NAILS • TANNING

828-526-9477

at 526-3939
549 E. Main St.

– Upper L
evel 

–

The Falls on Main
Tracy, Joe, Lacy, Heather, Stephanie and Janet Marie

Creative Concepts Salon

Hair, Nails & Tanning
Hair Stylists: Marisa & Judi • Nail Tech: Sharon

Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. unti • 44 Satulah Roadl.

Mountain Magic Salon
Call for appointment

526-4049

(828) 526-4192
460 Dillard Road Village

OPEN: Tues. - Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-3 • Monday by appt.

Patricia Barnes • Master Cosmetologist
Caprita Barnes • Master Cosmetologist

Sharon Taylor • Massage Therapist
Justin Taylor • Ace Certified Personal Trainer

NC LMBT #1429

Specializing in Designer Cuts
and European Hair Color

Clients will enjoy full use of the
fabulous Spa Amenities Building

and the Spa Cafe on the day of
their appointment.

Call 526-9887
4th & Church Streets

(Parking on Church Street and Valet
Parking available at Old Edwards Inn)

tion for more than the obvious reasons. A
few years ago it was suggested that the straw-
berry be named the official state fruit. This
did not play well with the blue berry growers
or some of the other fruit growers in the State.
Needless to say I don’t think the legislature
is going to favor taking on a time consuming
bill that won’t provide real dividends for its
citizens.

• STATE & FEDERAL POLITICS •

By U.S. CongressmanHeath Schuler
The House of Representatives passed

the first three pieces of legislation in the
Innovation Agenda. The Innovation Agenda
was put together by the Democrats in Con-
gress to make certain America is able to
compete in the economy of the 21st Centu-
ry which will be dominated by technology,
information, and innovation.

To compete globally we will need to
make certain that our students are receiv-
ing a superior education, especially in math
and science. We cannot allow our students
to fall behind other nations in these sub-
jects, but right now that is happening. In
fact, a recent report from the National Acad-
emy of Sciences, National Academy of En-
gineering, and the Institute of Medicine of
the National Academies entitled, Rising
Above the Gathering Storm, found that, “the
scientific and technological building blocks
critical to our economic leadership are erod-
ing at a time when many other nations are
gathering strength.”

The first bill of the Innovation Agenda
we passed was the 10,000 Teachers, 10 Mil-
lion Minds Science and Math Scholarship
Act, HR 362. The bill will improve K-12 sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics (STEM) education by recruiting the
best and brightest college students to teach
by expanding scholarships offered by the
National Science Foundation’s Robert
Noyce scholarship program. This scholar-
ship program reduces the cost of college for
those students in STEM fields who commit
to teaching after their graduation.

The bill will also provide for more pro-
fessional development and continuing ed-
ucation of teachers by establishing many
summer institutes, workshops, and gradu-
ate programs to help our teachers contin-
ue to grow and thrive in their profession.
These programs will improve content
knowledge, prepare teachers for Advanced
Placement and International Baccalaureate
programs, and improve support for mas-
ter’s degree programs.

The second piece of the Innovation
Agenda we passed last week was HR 363,
the Sowing the Seeds Through Science and
Engineering Research Act, which will assist
young scientists. HR 363 authorizes the NSF
to create a grant program to help research-
ers pursue innovative or transformative re-
search by young faculty and establishes a
National Coordination Office for Research

At the federal level

Infrastructure at the Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP) to identify and
prioritize research infrastructure needs at
universities and national laboratories. Fi-
nally, the bill will establish a Presidential
Innovation Award for individuals who de-
velop unique scientific or engineering
breakthroughs in the national interest.

In the 20th Century America dominat-
ed scientific discoveries – from medicine to
aviation to engineering. It is imperative that
we continue to be at the forefront of scien-
tific discoveries. Doing so will require us to
invest in our schools, students, teachers, and
young scientists. Our Innovation Agenda
does that, and I am extremely pleased we
had such bipartisan support on these first
two pieces of Agenda — HR 363 passed 389-
22 and HR 363 passed 397-20.

The final piece of Innovation Agenda
passed last week was HR 1322, the Small
Business Lending Improvement Act of
2007.

Opening and operating a small busi-
ness is not an easy endeavor. Yet, small busi-
nesses account for over half of all jobs in
the U.S. and create over 60% of all new jobs
created. For our small businesses to con-
tinue to grow, prosper, and hire more work-
ers, we must make sure they have access to
capital. Without access to capital, our small
businesses are often forced to turn to much
more costly lending alternatives, like per-
sonal credit cards with extraordinary inter-
est rates and fees.

HR 1332 will grant American entrepre-
neurs the access they need to capital by
updating and streamlining the SBA’s 7 (a)
and 504 loan programs, which operate as
public-private partnerships limiting the cost
to the government.

These SBA programs have been tremen-
dously successful. Over the past 10 years the
SBA has approved more than 424,000 loans
for over $90 billion dollars. These loan pro-
grams have accounted for close to 40% of
all long-term small business borrowing in
America.

But the number of lenders in the 7(a)
program has steadily declined in recent
years, especially in rural areas like Western
North Carolina. The Small Business Lend-
ing Improvements Act will address that is-
sue by establishing a rural lender outreach
program to reduce the paperwork burden
associated with the loans, making it easier
for small lenders to assist local small busi-
nesses.

Additionally, this bill will eliminate
loan fees for veterans returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan, making it easier for these
brave men and women enter the private
sector.

HR 1332 was passed out of the Small
Business Committee, on which I sit, with a
unanimous voice vote, and then passed the
House of Representatives with tremendous
bipartisan support, 380-45.
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We’re happy to take this opportunity to thank the community for a wonderful seven years of business in Highlands. Through our
restaurant we have met many, many good friends and they will always be in our hearts. Also, I would like to encourage you to stop by so I
may introduce you to Ms. Ellen Westnedge, the new owner of DonLeon’s Café.

Ellen previously worked for us and I can assure you that she will work hard to maintain the DonLeon’s tradition of excellent homemade
food and family atmosphere...using the same menu. We hope you will continue to support the Café.

Susan and I have found this business to be the most exciting, fun and rewarding experience of our entire lives. However, the time has
come for us to be free to travel and visit our grandchildren. We will always have a homebase in Highlands. Thank you and we look forward
to seeing you on our visits to Highlands.

Leon & Susan

The future of DonLeon’s Deli Cafe is Bright!

New owner Ellen Westnedge, Annette Gills, and
Leon Hanninel and Susan Cox.

Sometimes you turn a corner in life and see a whole
new way to go. That’s what has happened to Leon
and Susan of DonLeon’s Deli Café.
The recent loss of his older brother just before

Leon’s 65th birthday got Leon thinking about the rest of
his life.

“There’s more I want to do,” he said. “Travel, visit
the grandchildren, maybe settle somewhere else. And of
course, join the circus.”

With the sale of DonLeon’s Deli Café to Ellen
Westnedge, a longtime employee, suddenly the sky was
the limit and the freedom of the open road was calling.

Leon Hanninel, 65 and his wife Susan Cox, 58, are
about to embark on another adventure. Fans of RVing,
the road will be their home – at least for the foreseeable
future. After that, “Who knows?” they say.

Though they’ll be helping out at the restaurant for
awhile, their next stop is the circus.

While RVing out west between Christmas and
Easter, Leon saw an ad in a local paper looking for
people to join the circus.

“We called and they liked that we had our own
place to live – the RV -- so we signed on,” said Leon.

For four hours a night, Leon will don typical circus
attire – top hat, red jacket, white shirt and black pants –
and be the greeter at the tent door. Susan will sell tickets.
The pay is good, the hours are perfect and it’s a chance
for another adventure — but only until the road calls
again.

In the fall, they may head down to Big Bend
National Park. The two answered an ad for job openings
there, too, and when the manager heard Leon could
speak five languages she wanted him right away. Tourists
from around the world visit the park and park personnel
have a hard time communicating.

But Texas summers are too hot for Leon, so he told
her he might come by sometime in the fall or winter.

The road to Highlands was long and winding for
Leon. He’s lived a checkered life which included
designing jewelry and selling it in at least two of his own
well-heeled jewelry stores in Texas.

He moved to Highlands in 2000 and briefly
operated a jewelry business in the Village Square where
the needlepoint shop is now located. But by mid-April
he was ready for something new and bought the

sandwich shop behind the Exxon station on N.C. 106 –
the now famous DonLeon’s Deli Café.

For the Jewish people, seven is a sacred number and
as a Jew, seven is a special number for Leon, too.

“I was born February 7, the seventh child in my
family, and I owned the restaurant for exactly seven years
to the day,” he said.

Susan joined up with Leon shortly after he started
the business, just before he was about to incorporate.
She was a bit wary of this strange little man, but felt a
strong connection to him. That was May 7.

She consulted a psychic about him and his business
plan. “I really like this guy. He’s weird and offbeat. I
don’t want to jump too fast, but it feels right,” she told
her.

The psychic’s advice. “Do it. What you’re going to be
doing day to day isn’t about food. You are creating a
place of light. A center of laughter, joy and fun.”

As they drew up the incorporation papers, the two
struggled with a name. Finally, Leon suggested
Ormakom. In Hebrew it means “place of light.”

Only then did Susan tell Leon of her trip to the
psychic and her words of wisdom and light. She also
revealed that the psychic said Leon was a “naughty
angel” who wants to have a ball being alive and
experience absolutely everything. Susan knew she’d
never be bored.

Seven years is a good chunk of time, but it didn’t
take long for DonLeon’s Deli Café to soar. People
poured in for his famous fries, a healthy helping of
attitude and a cup or Joe on the house.

Though he’s taking his attitude with him, nothing
much else will change. New owner Ellen has all the
secret recipes and knows just what it will take to
continue to grow DonLeon’s Deli Café.

The adventure of life continues for Leon of DonLeon’s
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

First Saturday: Singing at 7:30 p.m.
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, Georgia
The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor

Church: 706-746-2999
Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329

Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH

Office – 526-2320
Sunday: Holy Communion -- 11 a.m.

(Highlands Community Center on. U.S. 64 next to the
ballfield in Highlands

Monday: Evening Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Tuesday: Women’s weekly Bible study at 2 p.m.

Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.
at First Baptist Church

Pot Luck Supper last Sunday of each month.
All are Welcome!

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Prayer – 6:30 p.m.

Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
(Evangelical Presbyterian Church)

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 1O:45 Worship;
Tuesdays: 10 a.m. Women’s Bible Study

Wednesdays: 5:15 p.m. Students’ Dinner (free for kids in 8th
grade and younger);

5:30 p.m. Supper; 5:45 p.m. - 7:15 pm Small Groups for kids
Pre-K through 8th; 6:15 pm - 7:15 pm  Adult Bible Study

6pm-7pm Choir Practice
• Small Groups are offered for all ages throughtout the week,

see our website or call for more info.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. Brian Sullivan – 526-2968
Monday, May 7::4 P.M.-Women’s Cursillo Group

Tuesday, May 8: 8 A.M.-Men’s Cursillo Group; 9:30 A.M-Staff
Meeting; 4:30 P.M.-EFM Meeting

Wednesday, May 9: 4 P.M.-Vestry Meeting; 5:30 P.M.-Dinner;
6 P.M. - Program; 6:30 P.M.-Choir Practice

Thursday, May 10: 10 A.M.-Holy Eucharist in Chapel; 10:30
A.M.-Daughters of the King

Sunday, May 13: HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
8 A.M.-Holy Eucharist (Rite I) Chapel; 8:30 A.M.-Breakfast; 9
A.M.-Sunday School ; 9:45 A. M.-Choir Practice; 10:30 A.M.-
Holy Eucharist (Rite II); 5 P.M.-NO YOUTH Spend time with

your mom!
• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.

FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977

Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.;  6: p.m. (nursery provided)
Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner  5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Junior & Senior Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;

Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship – 8:15 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School –
9:30 a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15

Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6 p.m.; Prayer
– 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. J. Hunter Coleman, Pastor, 526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun.School – 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion & Breakfast

Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers
Wednesdays: Prayer – noon; Choir – 7
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Sixth Street
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
HIGHLANDS 7TH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

Wednesday evening prayer & Bible Study
Call Lloyd Kidder at 526-9474

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastors Eddie & Kim Ingram, 526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.;

5 p.m. Youth Group
Wed: noon – Men’s Emmaus Reunion Group; 4:45 –

Children’s choir and handbells; 5:30 – Supper; 6 – Adult
Handbells; 6:15 – children, youth, & adults studies;

7:15 – Adult choir
 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Worship/Communion – 10:30
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Jamie Passmore, (706) 782-8130

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin 369-6871
Friday: Sabbath Eve Services at 7 p.m.

For more information, call (706)-745-1842.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC

CHURCH
Rev. Tien, Priest

Parish office, 526-2418
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Evening
Worship – 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
 For more information call 526-3212.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Wayne Price
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

Rev. Maureen Killoran (part-time) 526-9769
Sundays: Worship – 11 a.m.

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

• PLACES OF WORSHIP •• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

Rev. Hunter Coleman
First Presbyterian Church

John the Baptist was Essene. A sect of Judaism that
believed the way to please God was to reject the
world. He lived away from the charms of the world in

the wilderness. He wore skins of animals as clothing. He
had locust and wild honey as a steady diet. He wailed
but no one joined him in his moaning …no great
mystery why.

Jesus, on the other hand, believed the way to please
God was to embrace the world. Compared to John the
Baptist, Jesus was very worldly. He sat at the table and
raised a cup of cheer with questionable but entertaining
company. He did it in the name of the kingdom of God
so often that his adversaries accused him of being “a
wine bibber and friend of harlots.” He loved children
and said that adults needed to be more like them if to
enter into the kingdom of God. But few took him up on
his offer. He played the flute but no one danced…..a
mystery, indeed.

One can understand why John the Baptist’s lifestyle
had very little appeal. Who wants to live in some remote
desert with sand and scorpions, dressed in animal skins,
eating bugs? But why reject Jesus’ way? Why no great
appeal in a way of living that invites one to plant her feet
firmly on the earth and enjoy it? Shouldn’t the Christian
life have its moments of sheer joy, times when we sing
and dance? Can’t we look silly if looking silly is fun?

Is it that we don’t trust God’s love? Is it that God is
some kind of bluenose killjoy who doesn’t want anyone
to have any fun? Is faithfulness synonymous with being
serious, level headed, practical? Is serving God the same
as never veering from propriety and conformity? Is
decorum the only way of expressing obedience?

Jesus shows us how faithfulness behaves, what
obedience looks like. It plays a flute. It dances. It sits
down for a meal with all kinds of “malcontents” and
“has beens” and lifts a cup of cheer in God’s holy name.
It laughs. It knows joy. Jesus was free enough in the love
of God not to have to be so practical, so careful, so glib,
so somber, all the time. Don’t get me wrong. Jesus could
get serious in a heart beat: “Don’t you know I must be
about my father’s business.” “Leave the dead to bury the
dead and follow me.” “Get behind me. You’re not on my
side, but Satan’s.” “Woe to you scribes, you snakes, you
brood of vipers.” “It would be better for you if you tied a
millstone around your neck and jumped into the sea.”

Jesus could get serious alright, dead serious. But, he
wasn’t that way all the time. As tough and frightening
and unpredictable and complex and unmanageable as
things were, Jesus was free enough in the love of God to
be able to throw a lot of “stuffy stuff” to the wind,
including caution, fashion, manners, and traditions.

“Lord of the Dance”
Matt 11:16-19

Part One

•See PART TWO in the May 17 issue.
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Antique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental Rugs
$295 & $395 any Size$295 & $395 any Size$295 & $395 any Size$295 & $395 any Size$295 & $395 any Size

NESTNESTNESTNESTNEST
802 N. 4th Street • Highlands • 526-5023

Breakfast Special For Moms
2 eggs any style

Sausage or Bacon
Grits & Toast

$6

3601 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 526-0572

Join Us at High Country Café
for Mother’s Day

Lunch Specials
Chicken Marsala w/Garlic Roasted Mashed Potatoes,

Broccoli & a Dinner Roll
$10.95

Pan-Fried Trout w/Rice Pilaf, Broccoli & a Dinner Roll
$12.95

Jumbo Fried Shrimp w/Crab Cake, Rice Pilaf & Cole Slaw
$12.95

Free Strawberry Shortcakes for Moms

By Susanna Hearn
Reporter

Some residents in Highlands are
concerned about a surge in the
coyote population in the area with

one resident reporting an attack on a
small dog.

Coyotes are indeed prevalent
throughout the United States. Their
habitat ranges from Alaska to Panama,
and they can adapt easily to suburban
life. With humans and coyotes crossing
paths more and more, conflicts are
bound to occur.

The last known human death
caused by a coyote was in California in
1980, but a recent attack on a small
child in the New England area has
raised concerns again about how to
control coyotes and what has spurred
some to turn to humans for food. This
loss of fear for people is often caused by
humans feeding coyotes — an
unsecured trashcan or scraps thrown
out near a home encourage coyotes to
see humans as a source of food.

Coyotes are carnivorous, and
generally prey on small rodents, though
they will eat fruit and vegetation if prey
is limited. They will also scavenge from
carrion and road kill. They live together
as pairs, or at times band together like
wolves. They also roam alone. The

coyote, which means “barking dog,” is a
close relative of the Gray Wolf.

Coyotes are one of the few
mammals that have managed to extend
their range and habitat despite the
encroachment of human civilization,
and coyotes’ extensive hunting habits.

Coyotes arrived in the Great Smoky
Mountain National Park in 1985, and
are considered a relatively new addition
to the wildlife population there. Their
arrival was a natural range expansion,
and by 2005 they had expanded into
every county in North Carolina.

Coyote attacks on small pets are
common. Limited food resources make
dogs and cats easy prey for hungry
coyotes. During the spring when pups
are born coyote mothers will do
whatever it takes to find food for their
young even if it means coming into
people’s backyards.

The Audubon Society suggests
keeping pets indoors, on a leash, or
within a fenced yard to protect them
from coyote attacks. Always keep pets
indoors from dusk to dawn when
coyotes are most active. They also
suggest installing a motion-sensitive
lighting system or coyote proof fencing,
as well as clearing brush away from the
house and securing garbage bins.

• See ‘Letters’ on page 13

Coyote in the wild.

Coyotes in our midst



“We
Outfit

You
ForLife!”
Happy Mother’s

Day!

Men’s, Women’s, &
Children’s

Outdoor Apparel,
Casual Clothing, Shoes

Boots, Hats, Socks,
Backpacks, Purses &

Outerwear

526-5784
Corner of 3rd & Main

Mon-Thurs • 10-5
Fri. & Sat. • 10-6

Sun 11-5

Children’s Apparel
and shoes
Sizes 0-16

In the middle of Main
526-5799

355 Main Street
in The Galax Theatre

828-526-4660

Hard Tail • Junk Food
Citzens of Humanity • Split

Necessary Objects
Project E

Free People • True Religion
Michael Star Tees

Inner Child

Now Open for
our 21st Season!

Featuring our
same great lines

& more!

Lots of
fun

Summer
dresses!
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Two acclaimed authors with region-
al connections are visiting Cyrano’s Book-
shop. On Thursday evening, May 18,
from 5 to 7 p.m., Marisha Pessl will au-
tograph her novel “Special Topics in Ca-
lamity Physics;” Rob Neufeld will sign
copies of his new book “Mountains, He-
roes & Hootnoggers: A Popular History
of Western North Carolina” on Friday
afternoon, May 19, from 1 to 3 p.m.

“Don’t hate her because she’s beau-
tiful” the New York Times Book Review
begged its readers, “her talent and origi-
nality would draw wolf whistles if she
were an 86-year-old hunchbacked troll.”
But Marisha Pessl is in fact a glamorous
twenty-something native of Asheville
whose first novel the Times declared one
of the ten best books published in 2006.
“Special Topics in Calamity Physics” is a
combination mystery and coming-of-age
story heaped with encomiums by publi-
cations ranging from People Magazine to
The New Yorker. Its heroine, Blue van
Meer, attends the St. Gallway School in
Stockton, North Carolina, which sounds
a lot like Asheville, where Ms. Pessl grew
up (she now lives in New York). When,
during a hike in the Smoky Mountains,
Blue finds the corpse of her favorite teach-
er hanging from an electric cord, she
wonders if it really was a suicide — or
murder.

“Special Topics in Calamity Physics”
is organized as though it were the sylla-
bus of a great books course, with its 36
chapters named after such literary clas-
sics as “Othello,” “Madame Bovary,”  “A
Moveable Feast,” “Heart of Darkness and
“Paradise Lost.” Unlike the required high-
school readings it refers to, Ms. Pessl’s
work carries its readers along its rippling
intellectual quest without the threat of
study hall. “If Vladimir Nabokov had cre-
ated a female Holden Caulfield, he might
have written this delightful fiction debut”
said the Dallas Morning News. Funny,
smart and subversively informative, “Spe-
cial Topics in Calamity Physics” is a page-
turning treat, and the omni-talented Ms.
Pessl has interspersed her tale with illus-
trations contributed by her character, Blue
van Meer.

Rob Neufeld likes to say he grew up
in Northern Appalachia (in New York’s
Rockland County); he moved to Asheville
almost 20 years ago and now writes ad-
mired weekly books and local history
(“Visiting Our Past”) columns for the
Asheville Citizen-Times. “Mountains,
Heroes & Hootnoggers: A Popular Histo-
ry of Western North Carolina” is a com-
pilation of his articles from the newspa-
per which covers subjects ranging  from

prehistoric Cherokee myths and modern
business people to jazz singer Nina Si-
mone, who grew up as Eunice Waymon
in Tryon. (Hootnoggers, by the way, were
spirits or “little people” that the area’s
early settlers believed lived in the woods
and aided passers-by.) The author’s visit
to the Cashiers Historical Society’s Za-
chary-Tolbert House provides an oppor-
tunity to discuss differences between the
local folk and their wealthier summer vis-
itors in the 19th century.

Mr. Neufeld explores how people
make sense of their own history through
family stories and community memory
and confesses that he has “joined the
crowd” and “developed an unending in-
terest in the Civil War,” and his pages on
the conflict are very, very interesting. Were
there as many Union sympathizers in the
mountains as people have claimed? Did
the last Confederate victory of the con-
flict take place at Swannanoa Gap? What
are the historical foundations for Charles
Frazier’s “Cold Mountain”? Mr. Neufeld
says the way to understand our past “is
through research and empathy — that is,
by walking in another’s shoes.” Readers
will find that Rob does “walk the walk.”

Cyrano’s Bookshop is located at 390
Main Street in Highlands, North Caroli-
na. Books can be reserved for autograph-
ing by calling (828) 526-5488 or send-
ing an e-mail to cyranos@nctv.com; to
learn more about our store please visit
www.cyranosbookshop.com.

Two author signings at
Cyrano’s Bookshop,

May 18 & May 19

good china. The people you should try
to impress are your family, not guests.

You don’t make chicken salad out
of chickens. (Yes, folks, she really says
this.)

The true test of a woman is to re-
main a lady, even when the men
around you are not being gentlemen.

Merci, Maman.

• About the Author: Michelle A.
Mead is a writer and translator who
grew up in Waynesboro, Virginia, be-
fore wasting her youth and good looks
in Baltimore, Sydney, Paris, and New
York. She’s been living in Highlands
since mid-November 2006, and is a
member of the Highlands Writers
Group. Michelle has dual nationality –
American and French.

... HIS & HERS continued
from page 9
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• UPCOMING EVENTS•

May 18
5-7 p.m.

Marisha Pessl
“Special Topic in Calmith Physics”

Picked as one of the top 10 books in 2006
by

 the New Yorker magazine
May 19

• 1-3 p.m.
Rob Neufield

“A Popular History of Western North
Carolina -- Mountains, Heroes &

Hootnoggers
May 27

• 2-4:30 p.m.
Danny Berstein

“Hiking the Carolina Mountains”
June 2

• 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Toni Meyers

“I Heard it on the Mountain, I Think I’ll
Tell It”

• 2-4 p.m.
James Costa

“The Other Insect Socieites”
& Brad Sanders

“Guide to Williman Bartram’s Travels.”
June 9

• 1-3 p.m.
Barbara Brown Taylor

“Leaving Church”
June 16

• 5-7 p.m.
Natalie Dupree

“Shrimp and Grits”
Ms. Dupree will hold a cooking class at

Wolfgang’s on Main earlier the same day.
• 5-7 p.m.
Jack Bass
“Strom”
June 23

• 12:30-2
Bill Alexander

“Biltmore Nursery:
A Botanical Legacy”

• 2:30-4:30
Ann Ross

“Miss Julia Strikes Again”
June 30

• 1-3 p.m.
Don Brown
“Treason”
• 5-7 p.m.

Gayden Metcalfe
“Somebody is Going to Die if Lilly Beth

Doesn’t Catch that Bouquet”
July 7

• 1-3 p.m.
Charles Martin

Upcoming Book Signings
390 Main Street • 526-5488

Playing May 11-17

Ruby Cinemas
Hwy. 441, Franklin

524-2076

On-going
• Beginning Memorial Day Weekend, servic-

es at the Church in the Wildwood in Horse Cove.
Sunday’s at 7 p.m. through Labor Day. Dress is
casual. Old fashioned hymn-sing.

• Registration has begun for this summer’s na-
ture day camps at the Highlands Nature Center.
Please call 526-2623 or visit the Nature Center
webpage at www.wcu.edu/hbs.

• NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
of the ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Commu-
nity Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-
764-0365 or go to the website: www.ncmana.org.

• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park, 4-5 p.m., Mon-
days, Wednesdays, Thursdays. $5 per class.

• Yoga Classes at the Rec Park. Mondays and
Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m. Bring your mat. $7 per
person per class or $50 for a monthly pass.

• Beginners Clogging class Tuesday, 6-7 p.m.
at the Sapphire Valley Community Center. Come
have lots of fun and exercise. Call 743-7663.

•  At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital Osteoporosis prevention exercise classes, a
total body and muscle-toning workout exercise
class, and Pilates classes. Call Jeanette Fisher at
828-526-1FIT.

• A Grief Support Group is held every Friday
from 10-12 at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital for
anyone who has lost a loved one through death or
is dealing with a progressive illness with a loved
one. If interested in attending, please contact Helen
Moore (Hospice) 526-0727 or Martha Porter (Chap-
lain at HCH) at 787-1463.

• Every Tuesday Weight Watchers meets at
the Highlands Civic Center. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The
meeting starts at 6 p.m.

• Live music at Fressers in Helen’s Barn with
Cy Timmons 6 p.m. until.

• Live music at Cyprus Restaurant every Sat-
urday at 9:30 p.m.

• Children’s classes ongoing at Bascom-Lou-
ise Gallery – cost is $5 per student. Mondays: For
Homeschoolers, classes are from 1-3 p.m. For 2nd

to 5th graders, classes are from 3:15-4:15 p.m. Tues-
days: classes for pre-school are 11-11:30 a.m.; for
kindergarten-1st grade, classes are 3:15-4:15 p.m.
and for young adult independent study, classes are
from 1-2:30 p.m.; Wednesdays classes are for mid-
dle school students from 3:15-4:15 p.m.

First Mondays
• Be more informed and participate in your

hospital by joining the Auxiliary of the Highlands/
Cashiers Hospital! The auxiliary does many things
to benefit the Hospital and the Fidelia Eckerd Liv-
ing Center such as providing teaching tools and
scholarships and having programs for residents of
the Living Center. The beautiful wildflower quilt,
which is raffled at the Community Center in Octo-
ber, is made by Auxiliary members and friends.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month
at 10 a.m. at the hospital.

Every Monday
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec Park.

$3 per person.
Every Tuesday
• For eight weeks on Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m. in

the First Presbyterian Church Chapel “Companions
in Christ.” This study is an exploration of the forgiv-
en and forgiving life written by Marjorie Thompson.
Books are $12 and will be available in the church

office. Call 526-3175 for more information.
• Open Studio Night Figure Drawing Informal

instruction available for beginners. Bring your sketch
pad or paint box for a leisurely session of figure
drawing/painting. Cost is $12, $10 for “Friends” of
the Gallery.

Every Wednesday
• Wednesday Noon Prayers noon at First

Presbyterian Church. A brief service of 20-30
minutes, led by Don Mullen, for reading of scripture,
silence, meditation, prayer and communion in the
sanctuary. A midweek time to come in adoration
and prayer.

Every Third Wednesday
• As part of the Unitarian Universalist Fellow-

ship of Franklin’s “Life-Span Learning Curriculum,”
there are “Wednesday Night Chautauquas” which
are media enhanced study sessions at the UU Fel-
lowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will be
served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at
6:30 p.m. For more information call 828-524-6777
or 706-746-9964.

Thursday-Sunday May 10 - May 13
• HCP’s ‘Enchanted April’ is at the Performing

Arts Center on Chestnut Street. Opening Night re-
ception, Thursday night is being catered by Wolf-
gang’s On Main. Evening performances begin at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday matinees begin at 2:30 p.m.
Call: 526-8084 for reservations. “Enchanted April,”
a romantic comedy set in England and Italy in 1922.
For ticket information and reservations call 828-526-
8084. The production is sponsored in part by “The
Galleries,” Summit One Gallery and Drake’s Dia-
mond Gallery. The box office opens for season sub-
scribers on May 3 and for the public on May 5.

Saturday, May 12
• Macon County Rabies Clinics at the

Highlands Conference Center from 1-2:30 p.m. and
at the Scaly Mountain Post Office from 3-4 p.m.,
both with Dr. Amy Patterson. The cost is $5 per pet,
cash only, no checks. Please keep pets in vehicle,
on leashes or in carriers. All dogs, cats and ferrets
over 4 months old must be vaccinated.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a
moderate 8 mile-hike from Timber Ridge to Beech
Gap in the Standing Indian area. Meet at Westgate
Plaza (opposite Burger King) at 9 a.m. Drive 35
miles round trip. Bring a drink, lunch, and wear sturdy
comfortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20;
reservations are required. Call leader Bill Van Horn,
369-1983

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy-
to moderate hike to 80-foot high Kings Creek Falls
and Spoonauger Falls. The elevation change is
moderate. Meet at Cashiers Wachovia Bank (in
back) at 10 a.m. Drive 30 miles round trip. Bring a
drink, lunch, and wear sturdy comfortable shoes.
Hikes are limited to 20; reservations are required.
Call leaders, Mike and Susan Kettles, 743-1079.

Monday, May 14
• Remind MC Commissioners that Highlands

is a big part of Macon County. Attend the MC
Commissioner meeting, 6 p.m. in the boardroom of
the courthouse in Franklin.

• The Rotary Club of Highlands 19th annual
Golf Tournament will be held this year at Trillium,
with a shotgun start at noon, followed by a cocktail
buffet and awards ceremony. Get together a
foursome and sign up for an afternoon of golf and
good fun. 100% of the money raised by this annual

event is used to fund local projects and community
needs. Registration for individual players is $125.
Sign up sheets are available from Rotary member
Tony Potts at Macon Bank in Highlands. Call this
year’s Rotary golf chairman Bill Futral at (828) 526-
8645 for further information.

Tuesday, May 15
• The Celebrate Women 2007 Spring Event, 6

to 8 p.m. at the Oak Street Café.Use the Main Street
entrance, please. $3 at the door to be donated to
R.E.A.C.H. – battered women outreach or Kid’s
Place. Door prizes will be given at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 16
• ...on the Verandah’s Guest Chef Dinner at

6:30 p.m. Featuring Tom Rushing of Concentric’s
Restaurants and Stephen Corley of Monticello
Vineyards. $95 per person. Reservations required.
Call 526-2338.

Friday-Sunday May 18-May 20.
• HCP’s ‘Enchanted April’ is at the Performing

Arts Center on Chestnut Street. Evening perfor-
mances begin at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday matinees
begin at 2:30 p.m. Call: 526-8084 for reservations.
Enchanted April is sponsored in part by “The Gal-
leries,” Summit One Gallery and Drake’s Diamond
Gallery. The box office opens for season subscrib-
ers on May 3 and for the public on May 5.

Thursday, May 17
• “Meet the Artists/Movie Night” from 6-8 p.m.

at the Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community Library
in the Carlton-Olliff Meeting Room. At 7 p.m., see
Victor Borge performing Liszt’s Hungarian
Rhapsody #2 with the London Philharmonic. Light
refreshments. Comedy and entertainment
guaranteed. For information call Kathie Blozan 743-
1765.

SPIDER-MAN 3 rated PG-13
Fri: (4:30), 7, 9:30

Sat & Sun: (2), (4:30), 7, 9:30
Mon – Thurs: (4:30), 7

GEORGIA RULE rated R
Fri: (4:15), 7:05, 9:15

Sat & Sun: (2:05), (4:15), 7:05, 9:15
Mon – Thurs: (4:15), 7:05

THE INVISIBLE rated PG-13
Fri: (4:20), 7:10, 9:20

Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:20), 7:10, 9:20
Mon – Thurs: (4:20), 7:10

FRACTURE rated R
Fri: 7:15

Sat & Sun: (2:15), 7:15
Mon – Thurs: 7:15

NEXT rated PG-13
Fri: (4:15), 9:15

Sat & Sun: (4:15), 9:15
Mon – Thurs: (4:15)
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• UPCOMING EVENTS•
Friday, May 18
• Book signing at Cyrano’s Book Shop, at 390

Main Street from 5-7 p.m. Marisha Pessl “Special
Topic in Calmith Physics.” Picked as one of the top
10 books in 2006 by the New Yorker magazine.

Saturday, May 19
 • Book signing at Cyrano’s Book Shop, at 390

Main Street from 1-3 p.m. Rob Neufield “A Popular
History of Western North Carolina -- Mountains,
Heroes & Hootnoggers

• If you’re from anywhere around this area
when you hear the word “Dance” you think Hurri-
cane Creek Band. So start thinking now about com-
ing to the Spring Fling Dance with Hurricane Creek
at The Instant Theatre Company’s Studio on
Main.For reservations call the box office at 828-342-
9197. These dances are very popular, so make your
reservations early. The doors open at 7:30 p.m. and
the band cranks up at 8 p.m. The Studio is located
at 310 Oak Square, Main Street.

• Highlands-Cashiers Hospital FREE Health
Screenings. Re-registration is required for all screen-
ings. People can sign up by calling the hospital at
526-1434, or by completeing the registration form
on line at www.highlandscashiershospital.org

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 3-mile
moderate-to-strenuous hike to three little-known wa-
terfalls on Middlecreek (near Scaly Mountain com-
munity) – The trail is primitive and steep and can
be muddy, but the falls are gorgeous. Meet at the
Ski Scaly parking lot at 10 a.m. Drive 4-miles round
trip. Bring a drink, lunch, and wear sturdy shoes
with good tread. Hikes are limited to 20; reserva-
tions are required. Call leader Virginia Talbot, 526-
4904.

• Georgia ForestWatch is holding a large native
plant sale, 2-6 p.m. at Tiger Mountain Vineyards,
two miles south of Clayton, Georgia, on Old U.S.
441. This benefit includes several concurrent,
bonuses: Appearances by noted authors Peter
Loewer and Patricia Kyritsi Howell, as well as food
and wine for the tasting. Admission, $20. The public
is invited. Rain or shine – the event is under a big
tent. For further information, call 706-635-8733, or
contact info@gafw.org.

Sunday, May 20
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy

1.5 mile hike with very little elevation change at the
Highlands biological station. In Franklin, meet at
the Bi-Lo center at 2 p.m. Drive 50 miles round trip.
If coming from Highlands or Cashiers, call leader
for alternate meeting place. Reservations are re-
quired. Call leader Kay Coriell, 369-6820.

Tuesday-Thursday, May 22-24
• Additional volunteers are needed now to

proctor end-of-grade and end-of-course testing at
Macon County Schools. To volunteer, please contact
the school of your choice or Jennifer Jones at 524-
4414 x 324 or jennifer.jones@mcsk-12.org.

Thursday, May 24
• The Highlands Rotary Club will sponsor an

evening of Bingo at the Highlands Community
Center. Number calling begins at 6:30 and will last
until about 8:30. Proceeds from Bingo will go to
Rotary’s Community Fund, which benefits the
Highlands Community. Prizes are half of the
individual game receipts and Bingo cards are on a
pay per game per card basis. Refreshments will be
offered by Highlands Boy Scout Troop #207 in this

family and fun event.
• Wine Tasting 6-8 p.m. at the Bascom-Louise

Gallery.
Friday & Saturday, May 25 & May 26
• The Highlands Playhouse is having a yard

sale and would appreciate any donations. There
will be a “Preview Sale Party” on Friday night, May
25. A donation of $15 will entitle anyone to pur-
chase items the night before the sale on Saturday
— along with complimentary wine and hors
d’oeuvres. The yard sale and preview party will be
held at the Highlands Playhouse. Please call 828-
743-5625 (Dianne Ray) for more information or to
make a donation.

Saturday, May 26
• Thea performs at the Instant Theater featur-

ing selections from her new CD “My Mother’s Gar-
den,” 8 p.m.

• Groundbreaking of Fine Arts Center 11 a.m.-
2 p.m. Barbeque, Music and Fun.

• Village Square Art and Craft Show 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Food available.

• The Mountain Garden Club plant sale will be
held 9 a.m.-1 p.m., May 26, at the baseball park on
the corner of Highway 64 East (North 4th Street)
and Hickory Street in Highlands.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a mod-
erate 4.5 mile hike (with car shuttle) from the Fish
Hatchery to Burrell’s Ford (along Chattooga River).
Meet at the Highlands Bank of America at 9:30 a.m.
or the Cashiers Wachovia Bank (in back) at CWB
at 10 a.m. (return 4-5 PM); R/T Drive Length: 30-40
miles. Bring a lunch, a drink, and wear sturdy com-
fortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20; reservations
are required. Call leader Virginia Talbot, 526-4904.

Monday, May 28
• Weigh Down Workshop Information Semi-

nar 6 p.m. at the home of Sarah Chambers on 2199
Flat Mountain Road. Call 200-0366 for directions.
Learn to lose extra weight by following God’s per-
fect will regarding food.

Thursday, May 31
• Weigh Down Workshop Information Semi-

nar 6 p.m. at the home of Sarah Chambers on 2199
Flat Mountain Road. Call 200-0366 for directions.
Learn to lose extra weight by following God’s per-
fect will regarding food.

Saturday, June 2
• Special sports physical clinic for school

athletic programs are being held at the Macon
County Public Health Center in Franklin. The clinics
are open to rising 7

th 
grade –12

th 
grade students who

plan to participate in school athletics anytime during
the 2007-2008 school year. Appointments are
required and may be scheduled at the Macon
County Public Health Center by calling 349-2081.
There will be a charge of $10 for the physical and
all proceeds will go to the Schools’ Athletic Fund

Saturday, June 30
• Special sports physical clinic for school

athletic programs are being held at the Macon
County Public Health Center in Franklin. The clinics
are open to rising 7

th 
grade –12

th 
grade students who

plan to participate in school athletics anytime during
the 2007-2008 school year. Appointments are
required and may be scheduled at the Macon
County Public Health Center by calling 349-2081.
There will be a charge of $10 for the physical and
all proceeds will go to the Schools’ Athletic Fund.•

Land Trust Day is a special day when businesses
who partner with Land Trusts donate a percentage
of their sales to the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust.
In exchange the Land Trust promotes each
business. Foir more information, call Julie Schott
with the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust at 526-9936
ext. 254.

• Join the Nantahala Hiking Club and the
Konnarock Crew for lunch and work on a 6-mile
section of the Appalachian Trail in celebration of
National Trails Day. Meet in front of the Nantahala
Outdoor Center store in Wesser at 9 a.m., return-
ing by 5 p.m. Call Bill Van Horn, 369-1983, to make
reservations by 11 a.m. May 30.

Tuesday-Friday, June 5-8
• Additional volunteers are needed now to

proctor end-of-grade and end-of-course testing at
Macon County Schools. To volunteer, please contact
the school of your choice or Jennifer Jones at 524-
4414 x 324 or jennifer.jones@mcsk-12.org.

June 6 - July 25
• Weigh-Down Workshop at Highlands United

Methodist Church. Lose your extra weight
permanently by following God’s perfect will
regarding food. The 8-week course costs $125 for
the materials. Classes are 6:15 p.m. Wednesday
evenings. Call Sarah Chambers at 200-0366 for
more information.

Thursday, June 7
• Come share your ideas for the design of the

new Pine Street Park at a public meeting held to
gather suggestions from the community about what
kind of activities it would like to see happen at the
park, which is located on the corner of Fifth and

Pine Streets.  The public meeting is being held at
the Highlands Community Center (next to the ball
field, on the Cashiers Rd.) at 5:30 pm.  Everyone is
welcome to come share ideas with members of the
Pine Street Park Committee.

Saturday, June 9
• The Highlands Historical Society will hold an

Open House from 4-6 p.m. at the Highlands Histor-
ic Village located adjacent to the Civic Center on
Highway 64 East. Everyone is invited to enjoy the
Village, refreshments, and twin dulcimer music by
Balsam Gap.

• Three book signings at Cyrano’s Book Shop,
at 390 Main Street. From 11-1 it’s Toni Meyers “I
Heard it on the Mountain, I Think I’ll Tell It;” from 2-
4 p.m. it’s James Costa “The Other Insect Socie-
ites” & Brad Sanders “Guide to Williman Bartram’s
Travels.” and from 1-3 p.m. it’s Barbara Brown Tay-
lor’s “Leaving Church.”

Saturday & Sunday, June 23 & 24
• Paws on Parade — a two-day-fun-filled sum-

mer event for the family and the family dog.  Paws
on Parade will be held Saturday, June 23, in Sap-
phire Valley Resort. Family lunches will be avail-
able at the Four Seasons Grill on the ski slopes.
Any organization or business who is dog-related
and would like to have a booth may call 743-1683.

Thursday, June 28
• Lambert Bridge Vineyards Wine dinner at

OEI’s The Farm.Each dinner is $169 per person,
inclusive of tax and gratuity. Reception begins at 6
p.m. and guests will be seated for dinner at 6:30
p.m. Seating is limited, and advance reservations
are required. Call 828-787-2604.

Hurricane Creek will play it’s Spring Fling Dance at The Instant Theatre
Company’s Studio on Main at 8 p.m. on May 19. When is the last time
you got to dance, dance, dance the night away to live Rock n’ Roll? You
don’t need to go any further than Main Street to do just that. The Studio
on Main has been dubbed the best dance floor around. Dancers and on-
lookers alike are delighted with the streaming colored lights and changing
patterns created by the ITC’s lighting designer, Alan Snyder. Every monthly
Hurricane Creek Dance has been flat sold out. So make plans now to
“boogie...oogie...oggie” at the Studio on Main on May 19th. If you don’t
make your reservations early the chances are you won’t get in. For
reservations call the ITC Box Office at 828-342-9197. Tickets are $20.
The Box Office is open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The ITC’s Studio on Main is located at 310 Oak Square, Main Street,
Highlands.

Hurricane Creek coming to ITC May 19
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
Free Classified Ads for items
FOR SALE less than $1,000.

All other terms:
20 words for $5; $2 for
each 10-word increment.

Email copy to:
highlandseditor@aol.com

or FAX to 1-866-212-8913
Send check to:

Highlands’ Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782

HELP WANTED

LOCAL FINE DINING RESTAURANT seeks
full time prep/line cook and full time food runner/
servers’ assistant. Excellent work environment.
Competitive wages and benefits. To apply, call
Andrew or Marlene at 828-526-0354

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB is taking
applications for female massage therapists for the
2007 season. We offer competitive benefits,
employee meals, and flexible schedules. Please
fax resume to 828-526-9608 or mail to LEC, P.O.
Box 220, Highlands, NC 28741. Applications may
also be obtained by calling 828-526-0501, or at the
Club Office, 981 Dillard Road, Highlands. 4/12

CENTRALIZED SCHEDULING
COORDINATOR AT HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL AND FIDELIA ECKERD LIVING
CENTER. Full-time, Monday through Friday
position. Duties include answering phones,
maintaining logs, scheduling appointments, register
patients, order tests, provide information, etc. Must
have good communication and clerical skills.
Knowledge of medical terminology preferred. Full
benefits after 60 days. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Mandy Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply
online at www.hchospital.org.

NUCLEAR MEDICINE TECH AT
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL. Full-time,
Monday through Friday position. Must be ARRT
certified. Previous experience preferred. Call
rotation required. Full benefits after 60 days. Pre-
employment substance screening. Call Mandy
Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

FOOD SERVICE PRODUCTION
SUPERVISOR AT HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL AND FIDELIA ECKERD LIVING
CENTER. Full-time position. Experience in
institutional/food service environment with
knowledge of therapeutic diets, food safety and
sanitation guidelines preferred. Good
communication, organizational, and leadership skills
a must. Full benefits after 60 days. Pre-employment
substance screening. Call Mandy Talley, 828-526-
1301 or apply online at     www.hchospital.org.

DONOR DATABASE SPECIALIST WITH
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL
FOUNDATION. Full-time, Monday through Friday
position. Responsibilities include all aspects of gift
processing and acknowledgement, financial

reporting, maintaining the donor database, etc.
Database experience preferred. Raiser’s Edge
software training available. Full benefits after 60
days. Pre-employment substance screening. Call
Mandy Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

HOUSEKEEPER AT HIGHLANDS-
CASHIERS HOSPITAL AND FIDELIA ECKERD
LIVING CENTER. PRN and Full-    time position
available. Various days, alternate weekends.
Responsibilities include cleaning patient and non-
patient care areas, linen service, waste removal,
sharps container removal and adhering to Infection
Control/Sanitation functions and maintenance. Full
benefits after 60 days to full-time employees. Pre-
employment substance screening. Call Mandy
Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II IN ACUTE CARE. Full-time,
12 hour shifts. Our NEW WAGE SCALE for CNA’s
is $11.00 to $14.40 per hour, and you also receive
shift and weekend differentials. Full benefits after
60 days. Pre-employment substance screening. Call
Mandy Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

RN’S AT HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL AND FIDELIA ECKERD LIVING
CENTER. Full, Part-time and PRN positions
available for 12 hour day and night shifts. Excellent
wage scale, with shift and weekend differentials.
Full benefits available after 60 days of full-time
employment. We are now offering part-time
employees, working at least 24 hours a week,
medical insurance. Pre-employment screening
required. Call Mandy Talley at 828-526-1301 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org.

COOKS AND DIETARY AIDES AT
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL. Various
shifts and days available. Must be able to work
weekends and be able to read and speak English.
Salary depends on experience. Full benefits
available after 60 days of full-time employment. We
are now offering part-time employees, working at
least 24 hours a week, medical insurance. Pre-
employment screening required. Call Mandy Talley
at 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II We have available Full, Part-
time, and PRN positions at the Fidelia Eckerd Living
Center for day and night shifts. Our NEW WAGE
SCALE for CNA’s is $11.00 to $14.40 per hour, and
you also receive shift and weekend differentials.
Full benefits after 60 days to full-time employees.
We are now offering part-time employees, working
at least 24 hours a week, medical insurance. Pre-
employment substance screening. Call Mandy
Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

FOR  RENT

TWO-STORY APARTMENT FOR RENT ON
CHENEY LANE – 3 minutes from Highlands. One-
year lease agreement. Recent renovation. Fully
furnished. Two-bed, 2 baths; extra large closets.
Kitchen with dishwasher and new Jenn-Aire
cookstove; many kitchen cabinets. Washer/dryer;
dining area; living room; cable and telephone
connection. Native stone fireplace. $1,000 per
month includes water, sewer, electricity. Single-

family. References required. No pets, no smoking.
Call Jim at 1-770-789-2489.

WAREHOUSE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR
RENT. 1,100 – 1,800 sq. ft. bays with large overhead
rolling doors. Rent is $500-$600 a month. Located
one mile from the crossroads in Cashiers off 107
S. For More information please call Josh Barber
828-743-0077.

CUTE AND VERY PRIVATE 1 BR 1 BA house
in the Town Limit. Includes additional sleeping loft/
office, large deck, gentle yard and babbling creek.
Fully furnished or unfurnished available weekly or
monthly but prefer annual lease. Broker owned.
(828) 421-7922.

NEW SPACES FOR LEASE IN HIGH TRAF-
FIC LOCATION – Lease now for the 2007 season
in Highlands Plaza. 600 sq ft – 8,000 sq ft available
in new lower level or 1,200 sq ft on main level near
Bryson’s. Call 864-630-0808 today to lease your
space in “The Most Visited Location In Highlands.”

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DREAM CABIN! 5
minutes from Highlands in Scaly Mtn. New appli-
ances, new carpet, with amazing view! Stone/Wood
Cabin with carport and separate workshop and won-
derful landscaped property! $825 per month. An-
nual Lease. Call 423-894-9566

COTTAGE OFF NORTON ROAD — (season-
al or yearly) – 1 bed, 1 bath cottage – great view –
quiet location – only 1 mile off of U.S. 64. Close to
Highlands and Cashiers. $700/month. Call Kelsey
404-788-1304.

VACATION RENTAL – The Lodge on Mirror
Lake, fish or canoe from deck. Available weekly,
monthly, 3-day min. Call 828-342-2302.

BEAUTIFUL CHALET for you in downtown
Highlands. Two blocks off downtown Main St.
Wonderful wide porch for entertaining on Highlands
Creek. Beautiful new tongue-n-grove in kitchen and
bath. 2 bd/1full bath. 1500 sq ft with additional 900
sq ft basement for your office or storage needs.
Beautiful brand new furniture, new carpet, new wood
floors in kitchen. Fireplace. Awesome location. 1
year lease, negotiable. $1395. (772) 631-2602 or
(772) 919-2384.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

LOTS  – exclusive RiverRock, Tuckasegee
Village: 2.1 acre Lot 48, great building site, adjoins
horse farm. $364,900; and THE premier view Lot
34, best view lot development. $799,900 Call
HUTCH (706) 831-0892 owner/agent.

LAND FOR SALE – 2.18 acres $40,000.
Firm.Serious inquiries only 828-526-2874.
          5/8

FOR LEASE OR SALE. Brand new 2,300+-
sq ft unit/NC 106. This is #19 Freeman Center. Unit
has 1,600+-sq ft on the main level with Red Oak
hardwood floors. Loft space is 700+-sq ft. Unit has
separate meter, heat pump and 3 ton A/C. Please
call Jim Tate (828)371-0773. Owner/broker Chris
Gilbert. $1,750 monthly with option to purchase.

NEW HOME ON DENDY ORCHARD ROAD
minutes from town just past Bridal Veil and Dry Falls.
Nice paved access. 2-bedroom, 1 bath, chalet with
1,177 sq. ft., loft, fireplace, vaulted great room, some
view. $169,000. For more information call Ty at 828-
577-9261 or tywalinski@yahoo.com

FIX ‘R’ UPPER – 2,500 sq. ft home. 2-3 decks.
2-3 bed/baths. New furnance. Walk to hospital.

Interior unfinished...must have imagination. Make
offer. Call 828-200-9333.

MOTOR COACH SITE – Private, luxury mo-
tor coach site available for purchase.  Downtown
Highlands.  Corner of Fifth St. and Chestnut St.
Gated, restricted.  Call 828-526-5333.

BY BUILDER – 4/3, new construction. Exec-
utive home. 1.5 acres, bordered by 2 creeks and a
pond in a new up-scale subdivision less than 5 min-
utes from downtown Franklin. $485K. Call 371-
3669.

QUAINT –  Newly remodeled farm-style home.
1 acre, 2 stories, 3 bed, 1 bath, hardwood & carpet
floors. Close to Cashiers area golf courses and Lake
Glenville. Quiet neighborhood. Asking $180,000.
Call Linda. Day: 828-743-2948. Evenings: 828-743-
2654.

ADORABLE 3 BR/2 BA COTTAGE with won-
derful mountain view. One mile from Main Street.
Highlands. $275,000. By Owner. For Appt. 828-526-
1085.

PETS  FOR SALE

AKC REGISTERED GREAT DANE
PUPPIES – Grand size and super temperment.
Harlequins, Merles and Black. Taking deposits now.
Ready June 2. Call Spencer Chambers at 828-200-
0360.                       5/10

YARD SALE

MOVING SALE  SATURDAY, MAY 19, 9-3
at 229 Raoul Road. Furniture--tables, chairs, king
mattress, bed spreads, sheets, lamps, accessories.
From stop light at Franklin Raod and Dillard Road
intersection, go .6 miles to Rocky Hill Road. Follow
signs to 229 Raoul. Call 536-0991.

‘THREE-FAMILY YARD SALE – Saturday,
May 12, starts 8 a.m. at 196 Cherokee Drive,
Highlands. Toys, children’s items, household goods,
linens, books, bikes, sporting goods, tools.

THE HIGHLANDS PLAYHOUSE YARD
SALE – Friday & Saturday, May 25 & May 26  and
looking for donations. There will be a “Preview Sale
Party” on Friday night, May 25. A donation of $15
will entitle anyone to purchase items the night be-
fore the sale on Saturday — along with complimen-
tary wine and hors d’oeuvres. The yard sale and
preview party will be held at the Highlands Play-
house. Please call 828-743-5625 (Dianne Ray) for
more information or to make a donation.

ITEMS FOR SALE

ANTIQUE HAND-CARVED MAHOGANY
TWIN BEDS with pineapple finial cir. 1860s. Will
not separate. $1,000 for both. Call 787-1871.

RANGE, DISHWASHER AND
REFRIGERATOR – white, Kenmore. Like new. Call
828-342-6838.

OAK DINING ROOM TABLE – 66-inches by
44 inches with two 15-inch leaves. Six upholstered
chairs. $500. Call 526-3897 before 8 p.m.

LOG CABIN KIT – 32 x 24 8 1/2 inch yellow
Pine logs. Walls only. $9,999. Call 526-0241.

KING BR SET (includes mattress/box spring,
frame, dresser, mirror, night stand, headboard)
$450; 4 Firestone tires (LT225/75R16) good tread
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• CLASSIFIEDS •

Runaround
Sue

Pet Sitting
• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@aol.com

The Computer
Man!

“But you can call me James”

68 Highlands Plaza • 526-1796 FAX: 526-2936

Products, Repairs, Service
&  instruction

526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

Anthony
828-369-0172

Carpet Cleaning Extraction &
Carpet Installation

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•

Edwards
Electrical Service

Franklin Road
828-526-5147

Designs & Builds Additions &
Renovations, Unique Kitchens & Baths

Furniture

Blue Valley Woodworks
828-526-0705

$125; Ethan Allen Hutch $125; Queen mattress set (w/frame) $175.
Call: 526-2671.

TIME CLOCK, Acroprint Model 125, and time cards. See Bob
at SweeTreats, 526-9822.

BISTRO TABLES, 21" round (black and white), 2 black chairs.
(4 sets @ $125 per set).  See Bob at SweeTreats 526-9822.

DINING ROOM FURNITURE. Very nice. Rectangular with two
leaves 6 chairs, 2 with arms. Maple with upholstered seats. $326 all
inclusive. 864-972-8525 or cell 864-723-4101

SPA (FLORES 6-3 SERIES) – From Rec Warehouse, 6-8 seats
with 38 jets including a waterface and 4 shoulder jets. The size is 93”
x 93” x 41.25”. Brand new, still in containter. Original price $6,500, will
sell for $5,000. Can be seen at Long Transfer Company. Call Mariette
at 770-503-4433.

HILTI TE 805 DEMOLITION HAMMER. New. Case & 4 bits.
$500. 828-526-2700 or 828-421-7886

1958 ALBATROSETRAILER WITH COVER AND PORCH. Ma-
ple interior. Good condition. $1,000. Can be seen a Carolina Court.
526-5939.

JENNY LIND BABY BED –  light stain, excellent condition,
mattress, all linens, originally $375 asking $225. Call 526-0498.

SLEEPER SOFA – Neutral Plaid. Like New. $145. Call 864-
972-8525.

HEAVY BRASS ELECTRIC HANGING FIXTURE – Six green,
glass panels, 4 feet of matching chain. 22-inch diameter. $975. Call
526-1773.

SOLID DARK OAK DINETTE CABINET. 19"x64"x84".3 glass
windows on top. 3 drawers on bottom. 2 bottom doors with keys.
Imported from Belgium. Excellent condition. $1,500. Call 369-3250.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1997 FORD F150 4WD SUPERCAB XLT. Silver, 68K miles. All
options. Serviced regularly. One Owner. $8,500. Call 743-5314.

5/17
1999 CAMARO – New tires, low mileage, 5-speed, 6-cylinder,

excellent condition. Call 828-369-3619.
2001 JAGUAR S-TYPE 4.0 – Excellent condition. 98K miles.

Still under warranty. $15,000. Call 828-243-6447.
ANTIQUE 1926 MODEL T FORD TOURING CAR – Fully re-

stored. Needs a new starter. Selling for health reasons. $15,000 but
will discount cost of starter and ignition work. Great car and lots of
fun. Call Horace Duncan at 526-3760.

2003 DODGE STRATUS – red exterior, gray interior, 30,000
miles, AM/FM cassette, A.C. PW, PS, PB, clean. $8,000 OBO 828-
526-3257.

1991 SUBURBAN 3/4 TON, 130K miles, 20K on Tranny, 350
V8, lift w/wheels & tires, good condition, never off-road, white/blue
$4350. Call 200-0013.

SERVICES

PERSONAL COMPANION/CAREGIVER Whatever your needs
may be we can help. References available (828)421-5940,(828)399-
1749

CHAMBERS LAND MANAGEMENT SERVICES – Environ-
mental Restoration, Stewardship Planning, Species Inventory, Tree
Health, Aesthetics, Forestry. Call Sam Chambers at 828-421-6448.
www.chambers-lms.com 5/10

PERSONAL CARETAKER – Run errands, clean house, buy
groceries, Transport to appointments. References available. Call Cher-
yl. 828-421-6685.

FIVE STAR CLEANING & MAINTENANCE – Light and detail
cleaning, concierge services, openings and closings, grocery shop-
ping, personal shopping, personal chef and table service, house re-
pairs, improvements: lighting, plumbing, fixtures, tile, drywall repairs
and more. Call 828-332-7201.

D.P. PAINTING & PRESSURE WASHING – Interior and exte-
rior painting. Quality Work. References. In business since 1984. Dennis
Perkins. 526-3542 or 371-2277.

YARD WORK & PRESSURE WASHING – Yard and property
maintenance. Pressure Washing and odd jobs. Call Bruce at 828-
369-3168 or 828 371-2766. 8/18

H & D HOUSE CLEANERS  – We’re the team for minor cleans.
Dishes, bed, floors, & baths. Give us a call  ‘cause we are the Best!”
706-982-1994 or 706-782-0376

SCOTTS CONSTRUCTION ‘ME FIX IT’ – Decks, roofs, pres-
sure washing, painting, lawn service, small electrical, floors, carpet
cleaning, house cleaning! No job too small. 30 yrs. exp. Call David at

828-369-5886 or 828-347-5051.
C&C CONTRACTING – WE GET IT DONE — SMALL OR

LARGE – Remodeling, decks, doors, windows or the whole house!
Call Art Doughty at 828-508-1360 Workmen’s Comp, General Liabil-
ity, References

HIGHLANDS SHUTTLE SERVICE – Atlanta Airport Shuttle.
Drive - Away •  Auto Delivery. All Out-of-Town Trips Driving Services.
Call 526-8078.
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Manley’s
Auto Service

1597 S. Fourth Street
828-526-9805

Complete Auto Care
Towing Service Available

U-Haul Rentals
• ASE Certified

James “Popcorn” Manley
Owner/Operator

• 24 Hour Service
• AAA provider

• Local & Long Distance Hauls

Manley’s Towing Service
526-9805 or 342-0583

AUTO
INSURANCE

WAYAH
INSURANCE

Auto-Owners
Insurance

ONE AND THE SAME

Call Wayah at
526-3713

or stop by the office
on Carolina Way

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street   Highlands, NC    828-526-5226

• Cards for MOM
• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings

Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Monday-Saturdays
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• Down
comforters
• Down blankets
• 600 & 440
thread count
sheet sets
• Feather beds
• New shipment
of sheets

Next to Farmers Market  on the Main Street side
526-4905

Excitement is running high for cast,
director, and production team. It’s open-
ing night for the Highlands Community
Players production of “Enchanted April,”
which begins at 7:30 p.m.” at the Mar-
tin-Lipscomb Performing Arts Center on
Chestnut Street in
Highlands. The
opening night au-
dience, as usual, is
invited after the
performance to a
reception catered
by Wolfgang’s on
Main.

Performances
continue this
weekend, Friday
and Saturday, May
11 and 12, 7:30
p.m. The Sunday
matinee, at 2:30
p.m., on May 13,
Mother’s Day, is
perfect for an out-
ing with your
mother to cele-
brate the day. Per-
formances contin-
ue through next
weekend, Thurs-
day, May 17 ,—
Sunday, May 20.

The play lives
up to its name —
it’s enchanting! It
begins in England
during a rainy win-
ter month shortly after the end of World
War I when Lotty Wilton, a London
housewife, notices an “advert” offering a
small castle for rent in Italy, complete
with “sunshine and wisteria.” Knowing
that her husband will not approve of such
a venture and aware that she cannot af-
ford the rent using her own resources,
Lotty recruits three other women willing
to share the expenses.

The scene shifts to Italy; the month
is now April. The four women, of differ-
ent ages, backgrounds and temperaments,
take up residence in the charming old

castle, soon encountering difficulties ad-
justing to each other’s personalities and
habits. But amid San Salvatore’s flowers
and sunshine, spirits are refreshed; unex-
pected romances and friendships flour-
ish along with the wisteria.

Several of
HCP’s most ac-
complished ac-
tors are cast in
play, as well as
two newcomers.
M a d e l e i n e
Davis, Becky
Schilling, Jody
Read, Shirley
Williams, Stuart
Armor, and Jim
Gordon are well
known to HCP
audiences for
their excellent
performances.
Gina Pauratore,
new to HCP but
with a long list
of theatrical
credits from
New Orleans
and elsewhere, is
a welcome addi-
tion; while Jim
Loring, a Lon-
doner himself, is
on stage for the
first time and
doing a most
creditable job.

Tickets for HCP may be reserved or
picked up at the HCP box office in the
Performing Arts Center, between 10: a.m.
and 2 p.m., Monday through Saturday.
Tickets for the Sunday matinees can be
purchased at the box office starting at 1
p.m. before the 2:30 matinee. Tickets for
adults are $15; for students, $8; and for
groups of 10 or more, $12. Pay by cash
or check. Call 526-8084 for reservations
or to leave a number for a call back.

“Enchanted April” is suitable for
young people, but young children will
probably not find it of interest.

Lotty Wilton, played by Madeleine Davis,
introduces her husband Mellersh, played
by Jim Loring, to Lady Caroline, played
by Gina Pauratore, both newcomers to
the Highlands Communiity Players’
stage. “Enchanted April” runs May 10 -
May 20. Call 526-8084 for tickets.

‘Enchanted April’ is HCP’s
play for the month of May

Charles Frazier, winner of the
National Book Award for his novel “Cold
Mountain,” will be a guest speaker at the
new Macon County Public Library on
Saturday, May 12.

Frazier will lead a book discussion
about his latest novel, “Thirteen Moons,”
at 1 p.m. in the library’s meeting room.

This historical novel is set in the
Southern Appalachians during the early
nineteenth century.

Although it is based on factual events

MC Public Library to host award-winning author
and people, Frazier reminds us in his
Author’s Note that this is a work of
fiction, anyone seeking historical or
geographical fact should look elsewhere.

The audience is encouraged to
participate with comments and questions
about the novel. The book discussion is
free and open to the public.

For more information, contact the
Macon County Public Library at 524-
3600. Or visit the library in its new
location at 819, Siler Road, Franklin. Charles Frazier

On May 14, the Rotary Club of
Highlands 19th annual Golf Tournament
will be held this year at Trillium, with a
shotgun start at noon, followed by a
cocktail buffet and awards ceremony.

All the money raised by this annual
event is used to fund local projects and
community needs.

Registration for individual players is
$125. Sign up sheets are available from
Rotary member Tony Potts at Macon Bank
in Highlands or call Bill Futral at 526-
8645 for further information.

Rotary golf day coming



Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, May 10, 2007 - Page 31

PseudoCube©

Solution to CZ1F in the May 3 paper
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• POLICE & FIRE •

achievement for the Old Edwards Hospitality Group,” said
CEO Mario Gomes. “This accreditation and affiliation re-
affirms all of the hard work we have put into making the
Old Edwards experience one to treasure.”

The overall rating by AAA is determined by averaging
the individual ratings for six key areas including manage-
ment and staff; housekeeping and maintenance; exterior,
grounds and public areas; room decor, ambiance and
amenities; bath rooms and guest services.

The Association says, “A Four-Diamond establishment
is upscale in all areas. Accommodations are progressively
more refined and stylish. The physical attributes reflect an
obvious enhanced level of quality throughout. The funda-
mental hallmarks at this level include an extensive array of
amenities combined with a high degree of hospitality, ser-
vice, and attention to detail.”

Gomes went on to say, “A high level of guest services
is indicative of the Four Diamond Rating, and that is what
we offer here at The Lodge. We are delighted to be recog-
nized for that effort.”

AAA Publishing will include content about The Lodge
in all of its publications and on its Web site.

... BIZ NEWS continued from
page 18

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged in three

layers with 9 numbers each. These numbers are arranged in a spe-
cial pattern: For each layer, the sum of the three numbers in each
row, column or diagonal, is 3 times its center number. Eight diagonals
connect all 3 layers by running through the center number of the
middle layer. Each diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling the total of
the three center numbers. One of the diagonals is shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and two other

numbers. Now pour a cup of coffee, pick up a pencil and eraser and
try to figure out where the other 22 numbers belong. Good Luck!

The first correct solution emailed earns a coupon for a FREE
cup of coffee from Buck’s Coffee Cafe on Main Street.

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com

The following is the Highlands Police Dept. log en-
tries for the week of May 1-8. Only the names of persons
arrested or public officials have been used.

May 1
• At 9:35 a.m., officers responded to a call of a parked

vehicle on Mt. Lori obstructing traffic.
May 3

• At 9 a.m., a suspicious call to High Country Photo by a
person requesting a large number of Canon products prompt-
ed a call to the police station.

• At 11:10 a.m., officers received a call from Ann Jacobs
Gallery asking for help in escorting a person from the shop.

• At 5 p.m., a motorist on 28 South was cited for speeding
51 mph in a 35 zone.

• At 8:20 p.m., a motorist at Main and Third streets was
cited for speeding 36 mph in a 20 zone.

• At 8:50 p.m., a motorist at 28 South and Shelby Place
Road was cited for driving without the proper documentation.

May 7
• At 12:30 p.m., officers were called to The Pizza Place to

help with an employee dispute.

The following is the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept.
log entries for the weeks of May 3-7

May 3
• The dept. responded to an alarm activation at Old Ed-

wards Inn & Spa which was accidently set off by workers.
May 5

• The dept. provided mutual aid to Scaly Fire & Rescue
concerning a wreck but the call was cancelled en route.

May 6
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a

medical call at a residence on Joe Pye Trail.
May 7

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a
medical call at a residence on Ravenel Ridge where a man
had shot himself in the knee with a nail gun. He was transport-
ed to the hospital.

quarters in Asheville.
The interrogator, whose main function is administrat-

ing polygraphs, explained the process step by step. I was
nervous, obviously, but he explained that the machine —
$20,000 worth of computer equipment and peripherals
that could fit in a modest attaché case – could decipher
nerves from lies.

For about 20 minutes he talked to me about the case
and my family and asked various questions including “In
the last 15 months have you taken any illegal drugs?” and
“Have you ever stolen anything from an employer?”

I looked at him like he was a little crazy for asking me
the drug question. He said it’s just a way to determine a
base line and that the week before, he had asked a 74-year-
old woman that same question.

“First she said no. But I looked at her and said, ‘I know
you’re not telling the truth.’ Then she admitted that the
week before she had smoked a joint with her grandson.”

The investigator said he’s been doing this so long and
has been accredited and reaccredited at so many institu-
tions for the administration of polygraphs, that he can
pretty much tell, even without the machine, when some-
one is lying.

So, the answer to the first question was easy, but since
I have taken pens home from various places of employ-
ment, I said “Yes” to the second question.

He looked at me oddly. “I mean money, equipment –
big stuff.”

“Oh, well in that case, no,” I said.
Based on the base line 20-minute interview, he formu-

lated 10 questions to ask during the polygraph. Only four
of them were about the crime, the other six were general
and never veered from the questions previously asked.

In fact, one of the questions was, “Do you believe that
I will not ask you any questions other then the ones dis-
cussed?” I said “yes” and he was true to his word.

He asked me the same set of 10 questions four times;
once prior to strapping the equipment on me and three
times after.

A blood pressure-type cuff was affixed to my right bi-
cep. Two finger monitors were attached to fingers on my
left hand. A strap was put around my upper chest and an-
other around my abdomen. Then the questions were asked
three times with a break between each session.

I was paranoid that breathing heavily or clearing my
throat would affect the outcome. It did, but only indicating
that there were times when I breathed heavily or cleared
my throat.

Two algorithms were used to decipher the results. One
was based on a scale of 1 to 10 and one was based on a
percentage scale of 1 to 100.

In both cases, the higher the number the better the
chances that the person is “not being deceptive.”

I scored a +10 and a 99.7 percent. He said it was the
highest score he’d ever seen.

“I told you I was innocent,” I said.
Thanks to the results, the Macon County Sheriff’s De-

partment can close the case of the stolen wallet knowing it
did everything to exhaust all leads and as a result exoner-
ated me.

The moral of the story? That’s a hard one.
Don’t assume the law is out to get you. If you are in-

nocent, playing the game can exonerate you of any and all
charges. Polygraph testing can’t be used in a court of law,
but it can help law enforcement officials solve, dismiss and
close cases. Like it or not, law enforcement officials do be-
lieve that people who refuse to take a polygraph test have
something to hide – if only concerning the case.

Finally, think twice before being a Good Samaritan in
Wal-Mart. Everything you do there can and will be used
against you even if some of the surveillance cameras don’t
work and especially when the security guards “play cop.”

... FORUM from page 19

• 0500638, EAGER, CAROLYN H TRUSTEE, 902 MOSS WAY,
VALDOSTA, GA., 31602, 14 LOT 147 MOOR WOOD RD., 04-23-07,
1.4000, $0.00, $393,120., $411,580., EAGER, CAROLYN H TRUSTEE &
EAGER, WILLIAM GRANT TRUSTEE

• 0511661, ARBRA, EDWARD, PO BOX 403, HIGHLANDS, NC,
28741, 14 UNIT 103 HIGHLANDS MANOR II, 04-27-07, 0.0400, $606.00,
$25,000., $318,790., CALLON, SIM C SR & CALLON, VERA D

• 0504358, PARKER, HAROLD TRAVIS, 89 NETSI PLACE,
HIGHLANDS, NC, 28741, 14 LOT 8 DOBSON RIDGE, 04-27-07, 0.2400,
$850.00, $255,900., $186,860., PRISBUS, RICHARD S & PRISBUS,
JANICE L

• 0502457, R L JORDAN OIL COMPANY OF NC, PO BOX 2527,
SPARTANBURG, SC, 29304, 14 LOTS 102,104 & 106 MAIN & 2ND HLDS
SUITE HOTEL, 04-30-07, 0.3300, $0.00, $1,965,600., $2,499,870.,
JORDAN, R L

• 0516324, R L JORDAN OIL COMPANY OF NC, PO BOX 2527,
SPARTANBURG, SC, 29304, 14 LOTS 7,9 &11 MT HIGH MOTEL, 04-30-
07, 0.8700, $0.00, $1,301,740., $0.00, JORDAN, R L

• 0504137, R L JORDAN OIL COMPANY OF NC, PO BOX 2527,
SPARTANBURG, SC, 29304, 14 LOT 504-505 4TH & SPRUCE ST, 04-
30-07, 0.0200, $0.00, $10,000., $0.00, JORDAN, R L

• 0500141, EVANS, KATHERINE E, PO BOX 453, HIGHLANDS,
NC, 28741, 05 RD 1610, 04-24-07, 1.2300, $0.00, $61,480., $176,520.,
EVANS, JAMES F & EVANS, KATHERINE E

• 0501401, LARMON, W CURTIS TRUSTEE, 4410 CLEAR AVENUE,
TAMPA, FL, 33609, 05 LOT 4 SEC B FLAT MTN, 04-27-07, 1.8700, $0.00,
$370,290., $848,780., LARMON, W CURTIS & LARMON, BEVERLY L

Highlands area transactions April 21-May 8

• Divide the revenue stamp amount by two,
and multiply by 1,000 to get the sale price.

Parcel Id, Grantee Name, Address, Property Description,
Date, Acreage, Stamps, Land Val, Build Val, Grantor Name
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