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• Inside •

Weekend Weather:

Booster Club encourages ‘HS Pride’

Photo by Barbie Aspinwall

As part of this year’s “Highlander Pride – Get It! theme,” the Highlands School Booster
Club contributed $100 toward school jackets for the high school athletes. To be eligible
for a jacket, athletes had to have lettered twice or participated in a sport for two or more
years. “It’s been a long time since Highlands School teams have worn jackets like they do
in other schools, so we thought we’d help the kids get back that pride through a jacket,”
said Booster Club President Tina Rogers. The jackets cost $145 – students contributed
$45. Forty athletes in grades 9-12 were eligible for the jackets, more than half participated
in the offer. At the May 22 Athletic Banquet Alec Schmitt, Jason Aspinwall. Nick Kerhoulas,
Kelli Baer, Toni Schmitt, Allison Winn, Katelyn Bryson, Vicky Smith, Kaylie Buras, Adam
Hedden, Danielle Puchaez, Greg Porter, Andrew Watson, Billy Ray Converse, Jake
Heffington, J.T. Schandolph, Hunter Leffler, Ezra Herz, Danielle Reese, Luke McClellan,
Katie Marie Parks, and Brie Schmitt received their jackets.

On-going
• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park,

4-5 p.m., Mon., Wed., Thurs. $5 per
class.

• Pilates classes with Sandie Tre-
vathan on Level 1 of the Jane Woodruff
Clinic, Mon. and Wed. at 4 p.m. $10 per
class.

•  At Health Tracks at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital, various exercise
classes. Call Jeanette Fisher at 828-
526-1FIT.

Saturdays
• Live music at Fressers in Helen’s

Barn with Cy Timmons 6 p.m. until.
Every Wednesday
• Wednesday Noon Prayers noon

at First Presbyterian Church.
 Thursday, May 31
• Zahner Lecture series at the Na-

ture Center at 7 p.m. This week: Tho-
mas Rain Crowe “My Life in the Appa-
lachian Woods: A Modern Day Walden.”

Saturday, June  2
• The Appalachian High Folk Con-

cert Series at Instant Theater Co. with
Cosy Sheridan. Tickets are $25 and
reservations are strongly suggested. 
Call 828-342-9197.

• At Cyprus Restaurant, Zorki play-
ing acoustical favorites at 9:30 p.m. $10
cover.

• Three booksignings at Cyrano’s
Book Shop on Main Street. “I Heard It
On the Mountain (Think I’ll Tell It)” by
Toni Myers from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.; James
T. Costa’s “The Other Insect Societies”
and Brad Sanders’s “Guide to William
Bartram’s Travels: Following the Trail of
America’s First Great Naturalist” from
2:30-4:30 p.m.

• On Land Trust Day, eco-minded
businesses in Highlands will show their
support for the conservation efforts of
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust by do-
nating a percentage of their sales on
this day.

Sunday, June 3
• MountainTop Relay For Life Kick-

Off Party at Drake’s Diamond Gallery
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.

• CLE’s Gala Opening Concert
and Preview Party to introduce this
year’s presenters at PAC featuring The
Smoky Mountain Brass Band at 3 p.m.
Hors d’oeuvres served.

Wednesday, June 6
• At CLE, “Darwin’s The Origin of

Species” with James Costa of the High-
lands Biological Station, at the Perform-
ing Arts Center, from 10 a.m. to noon.
$20 for members, $30 for nonmembers.
Call 526-8811.

Many area realtors may be af-
fected in coming weeks by en-
forcement of regulations for real
estate signs.

The Town’s Zoning Ordi-
nance requires that real estate
signs be located no closer than 10
feet from the pavement of the
road, and that they actually be lo-
cated on the property they adver-
tise.

In a survey of signs last week,
new Code Enforcement Officer
Josh Ward noted several viola-
tions. “We’re not sure if new real
estate agents are aware of the reg-
ulations,” Ward said, “So we want-
ed to give them time to comply
with the ordinance.”

Ward said that a deadline of
June 8 has been set for compli-
ance for such signs. After that date,
they will be removed and taken
to the Town Hall.

RE agents have
until June 8 to
adjust signs

Several job moves were ap-
proved immediately following the
closed executive session at the May
29 Macon County School Board
meeting.

said no one has been appointed
in his place yet.

“We will be setting up inter-
views for that and other positions
currently open among our admin-
istrative ranks very soon,” he said.

Bradley is married with two
children. He has a bachelors in art
degree in physical education from
the University of South Carolina
and a masters in education ad-
ministration and supervision. He

•See BUDGET page 27

A flurry of vehicular and pe-
destrian traffic this past Memorial
Day weekend, has brought atten-
tion to Highlands’ busy Main
Street.

On May 26 at 2 p.m., a mo-
torist hit a stroller being pushed
by pedestrians across the Third
and Main streets crosswalk.
Though no one was seriously in-
jured and the youngsters were re-
leased from Highlands-Cashiers

Recent accident
raises concern
about traffic

•See ACCIDENT page 19

HS asst. principal named principal of E. Franklin
All appointees will assume

their new responsibilities on July
1, 2007.

Terry Bradley has been named
principal at East Franklin Elemen-
tary School.  Bradley currently
serves as assistant principal at
Highlands School.  He served in
that capacity for the 2006-2007
school year. He will assume his
new responsibilities on July 1,
2007.

Superintendent Dan Brigman •See PRINCIPAL page 27

At this preliminary review
stage, mandated by the state to
take place by June 1 of each year,
the town’s 2007-2008 budget
stands somewhere between $10-
$12 million. After a final work ses-
sion set for June 14, the budget
will be adopted June 27.

At the May 30 special called

Town Board meeting, Town Ad-
ministrator and Treasurer Richard
Betz presented the budget mes-
sage.

The most significant effect on
the town’s revenues was the Ma-
con County revaluation. The tax
base inside the town increased
from $1.110 billion to $1.735 bil-

lion – at 56% increase. Valuation
for the Highlands Fire District in-
creased from $2.5 billion to $3.8
billion – a 53% increase.

Both state sales tax and obvi-
ously ad valorem  property tax rev-
enues were healthy this year and
are projected to exceed budgeted

Town budget reflects growing needs
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• LETTERS •

Dear Editor,
I am searching for one of the Air Force crew I flew

with in a B-24 in 1944 from England. The man would be age
80+ now. His name was Charles Bryson from Cashiers, N.C.
Perhaps some of your readers would know if he is still alive. 
In the crew picture he is on second row on the right
(without a cap).The other picture was taken on leave in
Edinburgh, Scotland. Charles is between the two women. We
flew 30 missions from May to August in 1944. We were

Searching for fellow crew member

based at Horsham Saint Faith field at Norwich, England.  If
anyone knows where he is, please contact me. Thanks for your
help.

Wayne Gamble
432 Scofield Road,

Charlotte, NC 28209,
phone: 704-525-7843 

wgamble@carolina.rr.com.

Charles Bryson and Wayne Gamble with their crew. Charlie Bryson on leave in Endinburgh, Scotland

Carson Lee Keener
Christian and Caleb Keener are proud

to announce the birth of their brother,
Carson Lee Keener. He was born on
Wednesday, April 4th at 8:50 p.m. in Zurich,
Switzerland. He weighed 9 lbs, 10 oz. and
was 21 inches long.

Michael and Stephanie Keener are the
proud parents. Paternal grandparents are
Mary Keener and the late Jamie Keener of
Highlands. Maternal grandparents are Mary
Jane Campbell and the late Robert D.
Campbell of Jackson, MS.

By Bob Wright

Friends, our Macon County  Commis-
 sioners have scheduled the public hear
ing for the building height ordinance

(re: the high rise moratorium) for Monday,
June 18 at 5 p.m., not the customary 6 p.m.
time in the Macon County Courthouse
Board of Commissioners Board
Room. Please reserve this time and date.

We need a large turnout of speakers at
the public session. Although an ordinance
has been drafted to meet the apparent con-
cerns of our citizens who went to the Coun-
ty Commissioners meeting in November
and December, the draft ordinance is defi-
cient, and can still be changed if public pres-
sure is demonstrated to the County Com-
missioners. Your voice must be heard as
before; just showing up is not enough. Even
if you only speak for a very short time, these
things do count.

We won the building height moratori-
um by speaking out. Now, let’s be sure that
we do not lose the battle for an effective
ordinance.

What is wrong with the proposed or-
dinance?

The measurement method specified in
the draft ordinance only limits the height
of a structure above the “Top of the Foun-
dation”. However, the foundation height
itself has no limit; therefore, in some cases
the building will be allowed to significant-
ly exceed 48 feet or 4 stories above the
ground.

By contrast and comparison, the N.C.
Ridge Law includes the following provision
that the Macon County ordinance does not;

“....provided, however, that where such
foundation measured from the natural fin-
ished grade .... exceeds 3 feet, then such
measurement in excess of 3 feet shall be
included in the (ed. height) limitation de-
scribed herein.”

If this or a similar provision is incor-
porated into the Macon County ordinance
it will ensure that any building (regardless
of the building site & slope) will be limit-
ed. Although not the 3 story limit the citi-
zens requested in November, this would
then be an effective ordinance of all of the
county.

Background:
From the very beginning last Novem-

ber, Commissioner Bob Simpson has
worked to subtly weaken the height limit
while appearing to be in support of the
public outcry over the proposed 10-story
condominium on U.S. 64 near the Com-

Height ordinance is
in jeopardy

•See FORUM page 12

•See LETTERS page 3
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• WEDDING •

828-787-2020
Wright Square
141 Main Street

Optometrist
Dr. Ronald Campbell,

O.D., independent
doctor of optometry,

joins the Sweatt
family of

Carolina Eyes
on June 18!

Chintz & Company

Corner of Spring & 3rd streets • 526-4222

Large
Selection of

Antique
Chintz China,

Antiques &
Home

Accessories

Grand
Opening

June 1

Richard “Dick” Earl Strain
Richard “Dick” Earl Strain, age 82, died peacefully in his sleep, on May 24, 2007

after a lengthy illness.  Born in Alliance, Ohio on December 20, 1924, the son of the late
Eugene and Charlotte Stanley Strain, he has been a Highlands resident since 1975. He
was a WWII Veteran of the Army Air Corps, serving as a lieutenant. He was predeceased
in 1986 by his wife of 39 years, Barbara Jane Cool Strain.

For many years he owned the original Bird Barn and was famous for his home-made
chocolates. He was an avid gardener. He enjoyed playing cards, loved his cats, his friends
and his family. His kind, generous nature and his community spirit have helped and
inspired many people over the years.  Dick was a much loved member of the First Presby-
terian Church in Highlands where he served as an elder and sang in the choir for over 30
years. He was a past member of the Lions, Moose and Elks clubs and was a member of
the American Legion. He will be missed by many.  He is survived by three daughters,
Tracey Strain and Cynthia Strain of Highlands, NC and Deborah Harp of Loveland, OH
as well as many “adopted” daughters; two grandchildren, Matthew and Kelli Harp; two
great-grandchildren, Lilly and Ava Harp.

Memorial services were held Tuesday, May 29 at 4 p.m. at Highlands Presbyterian
Church with Rev. Hunter Coleman and Rev. Don Mullen officiating.  In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made to the Highlands Community Child Development Center, PO
Box 546, Highlands, NC 28741.

Bryant Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. Online condolences can be
made by visiting www.bryantfuneralhomes.com or www.MeM.com.

Potts-Fielding wed

Brittany Potts and Eric Fielding were united in marriage in a garden ceremony
at the bride’s home on Saturday, May 26 at 2 p.m. Pastor Kim Ingram of the
Highlands United Methodist Church officiated. Brittany is the daughter of Karin
and Terry Potts of Highlands. Eric is the son of Guy and Marjorie Fielding and
Janet and Thomas Cummings, of Clayton, Ga. A reception followed at the
Highlands Fall Country Club. Both are graduates of Highlands School, class of
2004.

• OBITUARY •

... LETTERS continued from page 2

•See LETTERS page 11

Dear Editor,
First I want congratulate you on your newspaper. You have made Highlands’

Newspaper into a first-rate source of information. I really enjoy reading it; in fact, I
believe you provide the best local news coverage available in Highlands. And as Pat
Griffen said in her letter in the May 24 issue, “Don’t ever lose Fred Woolridge” he
is a jewel! I don’t care for Dr. Salzarulo, but like Fox News you’re being fair and
balanced. Keep up the good work. Walter Stumpff

Highlands

Highlands Newspaper provides the best
local news coverage

Photo by Jim Lewicki
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Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback
is encouraged!

email:
askfredanything@aol.com

Not only does our
entire back yard
smell like a funeral

home, but the house as
well. Nobody actually died
here, except for maybe a
few lizards not working
for GEICO. Our gardenia
bush is in full bloom so
we have fresh cut flowers
in the house every day.
Not only that, the drone
from hundreds of air con-
ditioners fills the neigh-
borhood and no one is
walking outside anymore.
I just looked at my electric
meter and it’s spinning off
the wall. These are the sig-
nals that it is time for us to clear out of
Palm Beach.

Leaving South Florida is getting eas-
ier and easier for me. I know a lot of
Highlanders complain about the leader-
ship in our town and hate the expan-
sion, but if they could see what’s going
on down here, they would be more ap-
preciative of what they have. After what
I have seen this winter, I am ready to ar-
rive in town, hug every commissioner
and kiss Father Tien on the lips….well,
maybe on the cheek so he doesn’t slug
me.

This past winter, there were more
public officials in the slammer or about
to go to the slammer than any Florida
county. The tourism director was caught
inappropriately spending loads of bed
tax money and they still haven’t figured
out where all the money went. Com-
missioner after commissioner has taken
a fall, accused of taking bribes from big
shot developers and a host of other
scoundrel type shenanigans. Money is
flowing under the table like never be-
fore. The probe continues and most
Palm Beach County politicians not in
jail are now hiding in their fox
holes….or should I say rat holes.

There’s more! Wouldn’t you think
by now Palm Beach County would have
the voting thing down pat, considering
they continuously make a national em-
barrassment of themselves every single
time they vote? Nope, they’ve done it
again. Champagne bottles were only
half empty during a recent election cele-
bration when the winners found they
were the losers because of a “voting
glitch.” More circus music, please, only
louder this time.

While politicians are shoving mon-
ey into their pockets, the Catholic
Church, for reasons that go far, far be-

Hide the women and children ‘cause
here we come!

yond my intellect, evi-
dently decided to ship ev-
ery scoundrel priest in the
country to Palm Beach
County, at least it seems
that way. I guess because
the people are so liberal-
thinking down there, it is
expected they will be tol-
erant. Hardly a month
goes by without learning
of another priest being
caught doing something.
Why they don’t put them
all in jail is beyond me.
We have priests that put
politicians to shame
when it comes to stealing.
At least the politicians

only steal in the six-figure range. This is
tough on me because I am Catholic.
They still haven’t found who stole the
four grand from the Sunday collection
where I attend mass and I am con-
vinced that if they did, nothing would
happen. On top of that, many mothers
in Palm Beach are more than just a little
nervous about leaving their child alone
with a priest. What a terrible indict-
ment. Excuse me while I bite down
hard on a washrag and scream….OK,
I’m back.

By packing my car to the hilt and
heading north to Highlands, I can for-
get about corruption and the anger with
my church. Here, I don’t have to hide
the women and children. Being a Cath-
olic in Highlands is soooo easy and I
would trust our beloved Father Tien
with any of my family and I certainly
don’t think our commissioners are
thieves. Highlands is such a great place
to be. Do Highlanders really know how
good they have it?

There is more than just the beauty
of Highlands in summer. This place is
my escape from all I detest; the corrup-
tion, the lying, the wheeling and deal-
ing are now 713 miles away. If it wasn’t
for the awesome, perfect weather in
winter and half my family living down
there, I could care less if I ever went
back, but I will.

So bring on the growth, ETJ, higher
property taxes, traffic jams, Riverwalk
violations, liquor bars right in our faces,
construction noise, two-hour parking
and everything else that’s troublesome.
After a strong dose of South Florida,
none of that seems urgent.

P.S. – There is no truth to the ru-
mor that Amy Patterson is hiding from
me so I won’t hug her.
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Signature Hair Designs for  Men &  Women

Barbara, Gale & Van • 526-0349 • Open  Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

828-526-8832

MASSAGE THERAPY
FACIALS • MICRODERMABRASION

GIFTS • NCLMBT

225 Spring Street • Highlands
SpaOnSpring@aol.com

Images Unlimited
HAIR • NAILS • TANNING

828-526-9477

at 526-3939
549 E. Main St.

– Upper L
evel 

–

The Falls on Main
Tracy, Joe, Lacy, Heather, Stephanie and Janet Marie

Creative Concepts Salon

Hair, Nails & Tanning
Hair Stylists: Marisa & Judi • Nail Tech: Sharon

Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. unti • 44 Satulah Roadl.

Mountain Magic Salon
Call for appointment

526-4049

(828) 526-4192
460 Dillard Road Village

OPEN: Tues. - Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-3 • Monday by appt.

Patricia Barnes • Master Cosmetologist
Caprita Barnes • Master Cosmetologist

Sharon Taylor • Massage Therapist
Justin Taylor • Ace Certified Personal Trainer

NC LMBT #1429

Specializing in Designer Cuts
and European Hair Color

Clients will enjoy full use of the
fabulous Spa Amenities Building

and the Spa Cafe on the day of
their appointment.

Call 526-9887
4th & Church Streets

(Parking on Church Street and Valet
Parking available at Old Edwards Inn)

• REFLECTIONS FROM TURTLE POND •

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

I love the movie “Ground-
hog Day.” In the film the
weathercaster of a TV sta-

tion, Phil is sent to Punx-
sutawney, Pennsylvania to re-
port the events of Ground-
hog Day. He hates the assign-
ment and is very cynical
about everything and every-
one. A snowstorm prevents
the TV crew from returning
home so Phil is condemned
to spend another night in
the hated little town.

When he wakes up the
next morning, it slowly dawns on him
that it is Groundhog Day again. He lives
the same day over and over again, seem-
ingly forever. His first reaction is to in-
dulge—eat whatever he wants, rob a bank
and buy whatever he wants, seduce wom-
en, etc. As the pleasures of the flesh get
old he tries to kill himself in countless
ways, but he keeps waking up on that
same old day.

Eventually he becomes resigned to
his fate and begins to learn — he reads
books and learns to play the piano and
carve ice sculptures.

Then he begins to serve: he spends
his recurring day rushing from one small
crisis to another all across Punxsutawney.
The day he achieves total selfless service,
he goes to sleep and when he awakes it is
finally the day after Groundhog Day.

He has escaped through transforma-
tion. Many people see this as a metaphor
for reincarnation. I’ve seen a documenta-
ry about the making of this film and the
screenwriter claims he never thought
about reincarnation, just thought the idea
of living a day over and over again would
make a good story. But after the film was
released he heard from many people of
various spiritual beliefs that it was very
meaningful for them.

Recently I saw a Japanese film that has
a similar message: “Ikiru,” directed by Akira
Kurosawa (1952). A bureaucrat stuck in a
dead-end job (he’s the head of Public Af-
fairs in City Hall where the main job is to
do nothing) finds out he has stomach can-
cer and only a few months to live.

His first impulse is to go out and in-
dulge—he who had never bought himself
a drink went to a bar and got drunk.
There he met a writer, who, upon hearing
the bureaucrat’s story, took him out for
an epic night on the town indulging in
every desire of the flesh.

This was clearly not what the bureau-
crat wanted, and he kept searching. A
young woman he had worked with was full
of passion for life and he kept taking her
out trying to somehow get what she had.

One night she remarked that in order
to keep her sanity in her boring job mak-
ing toys she imagined the child who will
play with each particular toy. He sees
what he has been looking for: service

• Sea salt spa –
   Pedicure & Manicure

• Solar Nails
 • Diamond & Gel Nails

• Complete Waxing Services

526-8777
 Corner of 5th & Main

9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Mon.-Sat.

Appointments & Walk-ins

• SALONS & SPAS •
Meaningful work

through meaningful work.
As the realization wash-

es over him a party in the
next room breaks into
“Happy Birthday.”

The next day the bu-
reaucrat returns to work and
pulls a project out of his
endless files. Women had
petitioned the city govern-
ment to reclaim a swampy
place near their homes that
was a health hazard and
turn it into a park but they
had been continuously re-

buffed.
As the bureaucrat proclaimed his in-

tention to take action on this park to his
astonished colleagues, the melody to
“happy birthday” played in the
soundtrack. This was his birthday; after a
lifetime of sleepwalking he was finally
alive. Ikiru means “to live” in English.

In the next few months he persevered
against enormous odds and shortly be-
fore his death the park was completed.

Perhaps in the big scheme of things a
small park in a Japanese city doesn’t mean
much. But it made a huge difference in
the lives of some people. And I think this
is what gives this movie its power.

I think everyone wants to make a dif-
ference in their lives. Yet we all think that
we have to do something big, something
worthy of the history books, for it to
mean anything. So we do nothing.

But this man had no time to waste.
He started where he was and took what
he had and made something meaningful.
That same opportunity is there for all of
us right under our noses if we just
looked.

That is why “Ikiru” has supplanted
“Groundhog Day” as my personal favor-
ite. The events that happened in
“Groundhog Day” were far-fetched and
outside anyone’s personal experience so
it’s easy to dismiss it as an inspiring idea
but impossible to implement in life.

All of us are going to die though. All
of us will face what the bureaucrat faced.
Did I really live my life? What did I do
with my life? Did I make the world a bet-
ter place?

Don Juan, the Yaqui Indian made fa-
mous in Carlos Castaneda’s books, taught
that in order to be truly alive we must
keep our death close to us. Paradoxically,
the more we deny death the less we live,
but when we embrace our mortality we
cherish every moment of life given to us.

At one point during the struggle to
break through the bureaucratic inertia
one of the bureaucrat’s colleagues asked
him how he avoided hating the man who
was the chief obstacle to the park’s com-
pletion. The bureaucrat replied, “I can’t
afford to hate anyone. I don’t have that
kind of time.”
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• HIS & HERS •• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

Think “Fressers” for
Lunch & Dinner!

Gourmet meals • Fabulous Desserts • Wine
• Brown-bagging permitted

Open for lunch and dinner
Call for reservations • 526-4188

Why wait for a special occasion?
At Madison’s every day is special!

445 Main Streets Adjacent to the Inn  ~  828-526-5477  ~  www.oldedwardsinn.com

Highlands most beautiful upscale dining destination celebrates every day with their
Elevated Southern Cuisine and their Wine Spectator Award Winning wine list.

Lunch or dinner, the service will make you feel, dare we say, special.

~ Serving Brunch each Sunday ~

474 Main Street • 526-3807
Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

Serving Dinner from 5:30
Tuesday through Sunday
Reservations Recommended

The Bistro is
open

at 4 p.m.
Tues.-Sat.
featuring

a wine bar
and

small plates

526-5525 • Highlands Plaza

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet: 11-3 • M~F • $6.95

Dinner:  Sun-Thur 3-9:30 Fri & Sat 3-10

GOLDEN CHINAServing
Wine,
Plum

Wine  &
Sake

Main St. & Lodging deliveries – $15 min.

828-526-2338

...ON THE VERANDAH “...Highlands Most Scenic Dining”

Wine Spectator Award
Since 1987

RESERVATIONS
SUGGESTED

Serving Dinner:
Every evening from 6 p.m

otv1@ontheverandah.com

Sunday Brunch from 11 am – 2 pm.
Reservations suggested.

Also: Loose Moose – Full Service Bar

Flat Mountain Rd.
Call 526-2121 for reservations

Skyline Lodge
& Restaurant

Michelle Mead & John Armor
michiemead@aol.com
John_Armor@yale.edu

For 300 weeks,
give or take a
few, I’ve

played poker every
Tuesday with the
Coots. That’s a
group here in
Highlands,
organized by Dick
Strain and usually
gathered around
his round dining
room table for
these “probability
seminars.”

Last week, at
the age of 82, Dick
Strain cashed in his chips. No longer
will this gentle man face us across a
poker table, and relieve us of our ready
cash. You can learn a great deal about a
man by playing poker with him. Here’s
what I learned about Dick.

He was a very smart man. Anyone
who occasionally puts the columns of
Dr. Thomas Sowell on his refrigerator,
takes his politics and social studies
seriously. Mind you, we weren’t in the
habit of discussing the differences
between Aristotle’s Politics and
Machiavelli’s The Prince in between
hands of seven-card, high-low poker.
Still, we got into serious matters both
local and national from time to time,
and Dick was always a thoughtful
participant.

Dick was a manager who came to
Highlands in 1975. A few years later, he
opened his own business, that’s alive
and well today. He wasn’t a native, but
he definitely was an old-timer. He loved
the Lord, his church, his community
and his family, and gladly served them
all.

On the subject of age, here’s why
the poker group
was referred to as
the Coots. Dick was
the oldest of the
group. He and
Harold served in
WW II. Dick was in
the Army Air Corps.
Harold was in the
Navy, and served in
the Pacific.

Even the
youngest of us have
our aches and
pains, except for
Ted. He was once a
professional dealer
in Las Vegas. Now
he’s settled down,
married, and works
as a goldsmith in

his own jewelry
store. He’s too
young to be a real
Coot, but he
manages the game
and maintains the
bank. So, we keep
him while he ages.

Near the end,
Dick’s legs started
to fail, so he got
one of those
scooters which he
didn’t like and
preferred not to
use. He also got
an oxygen tank,

and didn’t like that, either. Instead, he
preferred to come to the table on his
own steam, pick up his cards, put on
his poker face, and defy us to know
what he was holding.

Dick was good at lurking in the
bushes. He’d let other people raise, and
he’d just stay in the game. Finally, on
the last round he’d raise, and smile his
patented smile, and wait for us to fold
in fear, or stay and lose.

Sometimes he whipped us bad, but
there was no ill will. Not a bit.
Everywhere he went, folks naturally
liked him. At the Health Tracks
Program at Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital, they do cardio-rehabilitation
and general health care. They miss
Dick. All the ladies asked after him,
from the silver-haired veterans to the
young whippets who are the guides and
trainers.

Dick’s Memorial Service was this
week, at the First Presbyterian Church
where he’d sung in the choir for
decades. He leaves behind three
daughters, two grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren, a whole

community that
loved him, and
seven Coots who
have this to say,
“Walk with
strength, travel
light and far, and
may you fill your
inside straights
forever.”

• About the
Author: John
Armor practiced in
the US Supreme
Court for 33 years.
John_Armor@aya.yale.edu
He lives in the 11th
District of North
Carolina.

Dick Strain cashes in his chips

Dinner Friday & Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
Brunch on Sundays 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Dick Strain

Also the place for wedding receptions, rehearsal dinners,
private parties and wine dinners!

Wine Dinner
Monday, June

18 at 6 p.m.
featuring
Domaine

Serene Winery
with Michelle
Farkas, East
Coast Sales

Manager
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Join us for
Breakfast Buffet:
Fri., Sat., & Sun.

8:30 a.m. – until?
Dinner Buffet:

 Thurs., Fri., & Sat.
4:30 - 9 p.m.

A Great Place to
Stay.

270 Main Street • 526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

Main Street
Inn

Serving Dinner Every Evenings from 5:30 p.m.
Reservations recommended

Wine Spectator’s “Best of Award of Excellence”

Ristorante Paoletti
Fine Italian dining since 1953. 440 Main StreetCall 526-4906

Serving Lunch
Tuesday—Sunday • 11am—3pm

Don Leon’s Cafe
“Park anywhere,

but eat at Don Leon’s!”

30 Dillard Road, 526-1600

Wine
Spectator
Award
Wine
List

Dinner
from

5:30 p.m.

akeside estaurant
531 Smallwood Avenue on Harris Lake • Dinner Reservations 828-526-9419

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center • 526-4429

Dinner: 5-11 nightly
Live Music Saturdays

International Cuisine
Cyprus
• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a Highlands home of your own?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a lot, parcel or acreage in the Highlands area?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a vacation rental in the mountains?
Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS

VACATION  RENTALS
You can check home availability and BOOK ONLINE

with our secure server.
FOR SALE – You can read important facts and informa-
tion on our listings – contact us and we can send you

info on ANY listing. Call 526-3717 • 401 N. Fifth Streetinfo@chambersagency.net
www.chambersagency.net

• FROM MY PERSPECTIVE •

Mayor Don Mullen

The beginning of summer
in Highlands occurred this
past Memorial Day week-

end, and I welcome all our visi-
tors and second home owners
who have returned to our little
paradise. We all look forward to
a busy summer with many ac-
tivities in Highlands.

This past Monday we hon-
ored all those veterans who
have sacrificed their time and
their lives that we may continue
to be a great and free country. The free-
dom we so proudly have in our country
means the freedom to work together so
that all may benefit from the advantages
of a free society, not just a privileged few.
Sacrifices for the common good gives us
all freedom. We are blessed in our coun-
try when we look at eighty percent of the
world living in poverty and misery. We
must keep that in mind as we appreciate
what we have due to those sacrifices of
many but always trying to work toward
helping those both here and abroad who
are less fortunate than we are. We must
not be tempted to control these people
abroad who we sometimes understand so
poorly nor must we be selfish with the
desire for unreasonable personal freedom
to the detriment of the community.

The twelve counties of western North
Carolina have been determined to be in a
severe drought condition, and NC Gover-
nor Easley has directed state agencies in
this area to
stop nones-
sential water
use. He is urg-
ing also state
and local gov-
ernments and
the public to
conserve water
statewide. The
lack of rainfall
this spring is
already having
an impact on
stream flow
and ground
water levels
which makes
it prudent to
begin volun-
tary conserva-
tion measures
in the event
that the sum-
mer remains
dry.

Memorial
Day is typical-
ly when de-
mand for wa-
ter increases

so the governor is urging vol-
untary limit to all non-essen-
tial uses of water. The follow-
ing voluntary conservation
measures have been recom-
mended and I urge all citizens
of our area to do their part.
Take shorter showers, don’t
leave water running un-neces-
sarily, limit car washing and
hose use. Water lawns early or
late and not in the heat of day
to prevent evaporation.

Macon County is rated as suffering a
“severe drought” condition while three
other nearby counties are experiencing
“extreme hydrological drought,” which is
the 4th of a five stage system.

Many reservoirs in the southern
mountains are operating at below normal
water levels. We are also very close to hav-
ing a moratorium on burning trash on
the Highlands plateau. I urge all citizens
to proceed with extreme caution.

Last Saturday I attended the ground
breaking of the new Fine Arts Center on
Oak Street.

This $9 million facility will be one of
the prides of Highlands and is due to
open in 2008. There will be a covered
bridge entering the property off the Fran-
klin Road, a pottery studio and kiln barn
at the site of the old Crane barn along
with an 18,000 square foot main art cen-
ter with studios, exhibition spaces and
class rooms on the almost six acres of

beautiful
property. This
will be a struc-
ture which
brings many
visitors to
Highlands
and will be a
source of art
education for
all ages for our
local people.
We are all
privileged to
have this in-
credible art
studio
amongst us
and congratu-
late both the
board, the ad-
ministration
and the archi-
tects for the vi-
sion they have
had in devel-
oping such a
magnificent
plan.

Photo by Jim
Lewicki

On Memorial Day and more

Highlands Mayor Don Mullen, left, and Bascom
Board Chair Bob Fisher break ground on the new
fine art center. Mullen was one of many
dignitaries who showed up Saturday to celebrate
the facility
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Antique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental Rugs
$295 & $395 any Size$295 & $395 any Size$295 & $395 any Size$295 & $395 any Size$295 & $395 any Size

NESTNESTNESTNESTNEST
802 N. 4th Street • Highlands • 526-5023

Open Every Day
465 Main Street • Highlands, NC

828.787.1877
www.acornsonline.com

Anniversary Sale!
May 14th – May 31st

Join us as we celebrate our
4th year in Highlands

Storewide Sale 10% – 75% Off
Home Accessories 10% Off

Ladies Clothing and Accessories 10% – 75% Off
(Jewelry excluded for this sale)

• ANOTHER VIEW •

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

The question should
have been small, even
inconsequential.

Choose the relatively easy
hike to Sun Gate at Machu
Pichu or select the more
challenging climb to the
top of Waynu Picchu.

Machu Picchu was the
Old Mountain of ancient
Incas. Wayna Picchu
meant New Mountain.
Our company-appointed
escort had hinted that
Waynu Picchu was a
tougher task, but glancing
around the room, I judged
myself to be as fit as almost any of our
party. When I asked Ernesto, our
Peruvian guide, a single question, “If
this was the only time in your life that
you would be in this place, which hike
would you choose?” I had intended
only to ask only which hike was the
lovelier, the more memorable, the more
satisfying. His unexpected answer hit
me like a sledge. “The answer would be
easy for me, given my age and
condition. There is no doubt that I
would select Wayna Picchu. For you,”
he said as he eyed me critically, “I think
Sun Gate would be a better choice.”

I had asked and he had answered.
Take the easy tour, old man, he had
said. He had expanded his answer. One
is a hike, the other is a climb, with
technical portions. He had added, “I
don’t think that your escort should even
have mentioned the option to this
group, given your age and condition.”
Nothing subtle about Ernesto, our
personal Inca.

It is true that Ernesto, a keen
observer and experienced mountain
guide, had watched
me hike and struggle
for two days. Then I
had been weakened
by a severe case of
Montezuma’s revenge,
but now had
recovered completely.
Earlier in the day I
had gazed across the
valley and into the
clouds to see climbers
at the peak of Wayna
Picchu, some 1,300
nearly vertical feet
above us. I realized
then that a climb to
the summit was
possible, at least for
the bold. The
mountain sat behind
the ruins of Machu
Picchu and looked

like a loaf of French
bread standing on end.
Little sprinkles of hikers
were barely visible at the
top.

Perhaps I would be
unable to join them. At
dinner, I told Jim Stevens,
who had already
announced his intention
to challenge Waynu
Picchu, that Ernesto did
not believe that I was
capable of the climb. I
said it in a louder voice
than necessary, with
bravado that I did not

feel. Ernesto responded and modified
his position ever so slightly. He believed
that given enough time I could reach the
summit, but feared that I would slow
the climbing group so much that they
and I would miss the last bus out of
Machu Picchu, or cost the others the
chance to reach the goal.. If I wished to
try, he would take me.

Over dinner, Tom White announced
his intention to join Jim. “Henry is
going, too,” Jim said. I answered that I
had not yet decided and added
dishonestly that it depended on what
Bull and Lizzie wanted to do. I was
hiding behind wife and son. I was
buying time. I would have to carefully
weigh the cost of failing to try against
loss of failing to succeed. I would decide
the following morning. I needed more
time.

The night was a long one. Did I
trust my strength and perseverance or
would I defer to a guide who barely
knew me, but who knew the mountain
above and had watched me struggle
below? I slept little.

The question had
became a defining
one. If I started the
climb, would I cower
and turn back at
some windswept
point over a sheer cliff
with only a narrow
path above me and
humiliation below.
Tom White had told
the story of his first
attempt to climb Half
Dome at Yosemite. He
had been young and
fit, just out of college.
But he had been
paralyzed with fear
and had turned back.
He had finished the
climb on his second

The climb

•See ANOTHER VIEW
page 9Waynu Picchu
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Best Of
The Bunch

Best prices...
best selection

Happy Hour Flower
Prices Everyday

from 5-6 p.m. and
All Day on

Saturdays &
Sundays.

Open
10 a.m. to

11 p.m.

Featuring a New
Product Line of
One-of-a-Kind,

Art-Crafted pieces
and

“Products with
Conscience”

In the Dillard Road Village
Shopping Center with

easy parking!

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Village Shopping CenterN.C. 106 in Dillard Road Village Shopping CenterN.C. 106 in Dillard Road Village Shopping CenterN.C. 106 in Dillard Road Village Shopping CenterN.C. 106 in Dillard Road Village Shopping Center
(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)(From Main Street, turn left at the Exxon Station. We’re .4 of a mile on the left)

Reservations: • 526-4429Reservations: • 526-4429Reservations: • 526-4429Reservations: • 526-4429Reservations: • 526-4429

Dinner: 5-11 nightlyDinner: 5-11 nightlyDinner: 5-11 nightlyDinner: 5-11 nightlyDinner: 5-11 nightly
• Exceptional handmade cuisine• Exceptional handmade cuisine• Exceptional handmade cuisine• Exceptional handmade cuisine• Exceptional handmade cuisine

• Modern, sophisticated environment• Modern, sophisticated environment• Modern, sophisticated environment• Modern, sophisticated environment• Modern, sophisticated environment
• Live music Saturdays• Live music Saturdays• Live music Saturdays• Live music Saturdays• Live music Saturdays

This Saturday Night:
Zorki playing acoustical favorites

9:30 p.m. • $10 cover

International CuisineInternational Cuisine
CyprusCyprus

526-0490 or
866-776-7850

... ANOTHER VIEW continued from page 8

Machu Picchu

attempt. There would be no second
chance for me. It was inconceivable that
I would ever return. It was now or
never. Part of me hoped that Lizzie and
Bull would plead with me to join them
on the easier hike. I was prepared to lie
to myself as I had lied to my friends.
Then I prayed that I would make the
decision to challenge Waynu Picchu
and that Lizzie would trust in me and
my ability.

I remembered daily workouts at 5
a.m. and endless hours on the
treadmill. Did those endless hours of
traveling many miles to nowhere mean
nothing? Were they nothing more than
an uncomfortable way to watch CNN,
Sports Center and X Files reruns? Did I
have the physical strength and mental
toughness to succeed? Did I have the
self confidence to try?

Thus I spent the night. I remained
conflicted at dawn. At breakfast, I told
Jim Stevens, who had become a good
friend, that I would join him on the
climb. Tom had become ill during the
night, felled by the same
gastrointestinal catastrophe that had
weakened me earlier in the week. As we
started our climb, the group consisted
of Jim Stevens from San Diego, Greg
Browner from Reno, John Pulley from
San Francisco, and me. I had decided to
start and I was determined to finish. I
had something to prove to myself and
wouldn’t mind proving Ernesto wrong
in the process.

We left the manicured ruins and
immediately entered a narrow path
through the jungle. We descended into
a valley before starting the serious work
of climbing. Most of the trek was over
irregular stone steps, placed centuries
earlier by the Inca. The climb was
tough, but not impossible. From the
moment I entered the trail, I thought
only of the top and success. I never
again considered failure. I found that
looking over the edge was not so

terrifying, but I spent most of my time
looking ahead, focused on the next
step. After some time, our guide
announced the half-way point. We
stopped frequently, resting, and
repaying our oxygen debt. Finally an
Inca stone wall loomed ahead and I
knew that the summit was near. A
nearly vertical climb over stone steps, a
brief trip through a tunnel in the rock,
a scramble up a rickety wooden ladder,
and we were there. The summit
consisted of boulders resting in crazy
and steep angles. There was little room
for us and for the strangers whom we
met there. We celebrated briefly, took
pictures, and began our descent. On the
trip back to the valley we encouraged
those on the way up. I smiled as I
remembered that we had been told that
going down was easier than going up. I
told Greg that anyone who believed
that nonsense had had heard the
labored breathing and seen the heaving
chests of those who passed us as we
descended.

We all made it to the top and we all
returned safely to the ancient city
below. Each of us felt a tremendous
sense of accomplishment, although, in
fact, the climb had not been that
difficult. For each of us felt that the
climb had been the high point, literally
and figuratively of the two-week trip.
The view of the ancient city below was
spectacular, and more precious because
of the effort taken to see it.

For me, believing in myself had
been the tough part and succeeding the
real reward. I suspect that it might have
been the same for my companions.
Ernesto neither congratulated me, nor
admitted that he had underestimated
me. It didn’t matter. We climbed on
Wednesday. As I write this story on
Sunday, the sense of accomplishment
remains fresh. I smile easily as I recall
the triumph, not so much of the
mountain, but of my fears.

Ask for your FREE rose!
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• CONSERVATIVE POV •

♦ MAIN STREET ♦ OAK SQUARE ♦HIGHLANDS
Naples, FL ~ Tampa, FL ~ Sarasota, FL  ~ Orlando, FL

For the past 22 years, Shiraz has had
prominence in the Highlands, N.C. area as the ultimate

resource for genuine, hand-knotted Oriental rugs. Shiraz has
built a reputation that is second to none.
Hand Cleaning, repairing and appraisals, too.

WE GUARANTEE
OUR QUALITY

AND YOUR
SATISFACTION.

(828) 526-5759

Highlands’ Oriental Rug Shop

12
89

62

FOR RESERVATIONS OR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL 828-787-2604

OR VISIT US ONLINE AT OLDEDWARDSINN.COM

JUNE WINE DINNER
THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2007

6:00PM RECEPTION, 6:30PM DINNER

Featuring

Lambert Bridge Vineyards
Located in Dry Creek Valley, California

Our presenter will be Winemaker, Andy Wilcox

Six Course Gourmet Dinner
$169 Per Person Inclusive

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

Believe or not, for the
first seven decades of
my life, I had an

extremely optimistic
outlook on today,
tomorrow and the future in
general. Perhaps I was just
too busy to notice the
generally declining state of
the world. Now that I no
longer have the urgency of
the business of the day, I’m
noticing more and more
that perhaps the rose
colored glasses through
which I viewed the goings-on blinded me
from reality.

But enough about me.
Personally, polls have never meant

much, especially preceding an election.
However, sometimes they come in handy.
I keep on hearing job performance
statistics concerning President Bush and,
less frequently, on Congress, so I decided
to check out the current readings. The
results are interesting. Averaging the 10
top polling organizations who do these
things, President Bush has a job approval
rating of 34.8%. Averaging the top seven
which do Congress, the outcome is
34.7%. Who is doing the worse job,
according to the people. Too close to call.

What has created the serious
negativity among the electorate? There is
no great mystery as to Bush’s
unpopularity, right? It’s the WAR. Mostly.
His lack of enthusiasm in closing our
borders and his willingness to grant
amnesty to the illegals doesn’t help his
standing. Further, the perceived disdain
shown for the U.S. by most of the world
is not a plus. Plenty of reasons for
dissatisfaction.

As for Congress, the reasons for their
sinking fortune are numerous. In my
earliest columns, I warned about the
dismal outlook that would ensue if the
election went the way it went. With the
leadership (and I use the term with
tongue-in-cheek) of Ms. Pelosi and Harry
Reid, the results are even worse that I had
imagined.

Let’s analyze the Speaker’s
performance to date. After she got over
the “I was just elected Homecoming
Queen (of the 8th grade)” phase, she
launched into her widely ballyhooed first
100 hours, which produced practically
nothing other than “Wow, I’m the first
woman Speaker ever and I’m dang proud
of it.” So proud, she felt that the tiny
margin of her party in the House gave her
the mandate to take over the duties of the
Secretary of State.

She visited several mid-east countries,
concluding in Syria, fabricating Israeli
diplomatic messages and generally

demonstrating her
ignorance. Incurring the
wrath of the administration
and right-thinking people,
Pelosi’s gaffe brought an
immense amount of cover
from her party, reflecting
the seriousness of her
errors.

She has been strangely
silent and out of the public
eye since. I knew there was
a blessing in there
somewhere.

Then there is Harry
Reid. The man is pathetic. Aside from all
the dubious relationships and past
associations with Jack Abramoff, the
Nevada Athletic Commission, profitable
land schemes, misuse of campaign funds,
my personal favorite is the Nevada-
Colorado bridge deal. Harry owns 160
acres of property in Arizona, just across
the border from Nevada. In 2005, Harry
put a pork project in a spending bill to
fund the building of a bridge across the
Colorado River that would route traffic
near his otherwise seemingly worthless
land. The man’s arrogance knows no
bounds. His recent political screw-up is
his statement that the war in Iraq has
been lost. Again, party members rushed
to his defense claiming he was misquoted
(on tape), misunderstood (hard to do),
misthis, misthat mistheother. Again, he
has been mostly quiet lately. We hope this
blessing continues.

So, how is it that these two elements
of our government are so unappreciated?
The mystery to me is why the poll results
are so close. Let’s face it, the Bush
administration’s public relations effort
has been dismal from the start. His
original choice in press secretaries was
misguided by loyalty, and while his
choice of replacements was excellent,
Snow’s been sick much of the time. The
effort to communicate his message has
been dismal and shows up in the polls.

On the other hand, not only do the
Dems stick to their talking points long
and loud, but also as we all know, they
enjoy a wildly favorable media, while
Bush suffers the opposite treatment. Their
spin machine is in full gear and is very
effective. Which brings us to the real
point here.

Hasn’t the public discussion been
reduced to name-calling, finger-pointing
gotchas instead of working together to
solve the immense problems facing our
society.

The practice of government has
turned into non-stop campaigning. I’m
sick of it and evidently 65% of the
populous are too.

Too close to call



Mon-Sat, 8-5:30 • 493 Dillard Rd.
526-2762

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

A Grocery & MORE!
A unique selection:

Specialty Foods,
Hand-cut Meats – All Natural

Now Available. Fresh,
Homemade Cakes Breads
and Sweets. Cookbooks,

Gifts and more!
Come see our new look

and new products.

• SPECIALTY FOODS •

Family owned & operated
Open 7 days a week 10-6

on the Franklin Road

526-5933

August Produce
Vegetable Stand

We are looing forward to another
season serving our loyal
and our new customers

with local and fresh produce!

Now
Open for our
4th Season

216 S. 4th Street ...on the hill
Highlands • 526-1818

Exclusively featuring Neuhaus
products

Kilwin’s
Open
Late

Chocolates • Fudge • Ice Cream •
Gift Baskets • Nationwide Shipping

370 Main Street • 828-526-3788

Monday  - Thursday
11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Closed Sundays
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Gourmet to Go
& Catering
526-0383

Wed.– Sat. • 11-6
Next to D&J Express Mart at

Main & 1st Street

Jams, Jellies,
Preserves,
Relishes &

Gourmet Treats

Mon-Sat • 10-5

Corner of
5th and Main

787-2473

... LETTERS continued from page 3

Dear Editor,
The Highlands Chamber of Commerce has recently polled its members about

Pine Street Park. The Pine Street Park Committee thinks the Chamber has unfairly sim-
plified many issues into one question about parking.

The Chamber email asks: “Do you support the removal of parking on Pine Street
for the Pine Street Park? Yes / No.” These are the only two options offered.

The Pine Street Park Committee in the May 7 public meeting outlined these op-
tions:

1. No closure, street improvement or parking loss;
2. Closing the east end of Pine Street only during events – temporary parking dis-

placement of 31 spaces – create a hardscape plaza that would double as parking
3. Permanently closing the east end of Pine Street – a permanent parking displace-

ment of 31 spaces;
4. Closing the portion of Pine Street from 5th Street to the Oak Lane alley – 38 per-

manent parking space displacement;
5. Closing all of Pine Street – 50 permanent parking space displacement.
The Chamber does not address any of the advantages gained by the street closure

— a green space in the middle of Highlands; a place for art, cultural, civic events in the
heart of town; stormwater improvement, etc. — and the Chamber has not addressed
the potential for the addition of parking in the immediate vicinity of Pine Street Park.

Highlands has a very traditional, pedestrian-oriented downtown, but is lacking a
very important element: a town square, defined as “an open area commonly found in
the heart of a traditional town used for community gatherings.” The Land Use Plan for
the Town of Highlands includes such an area. Further, not just Highlands, but all the
surrounding area would derive benefits from the park.

The Pine Street Park Committee believes that the parking in town is important

Chamber of Commerce is misrepresenting Pine Street Park

Dear Editor,
I’m not big on Memorial Day, as I believe that belongs to each person and how they

choose to reflect and honor the loss of their kindred. War is for the elite to unleash and
the middle and lower class to “dutifully” fulfill the commander’s wishes. It becomes
perpetual when it is used in the name of peace or religion. It has been this way for
thousands of years. So for me this Memorial Day was full of learning and questioning.

I watched the movie “Troy” (the most recent one) based on the Iliad and the core of
the conflict depicted was so much like today’s war waging. Myth or not, it sure looks like
the usual battle; Greed ($$), Resources ($$) and more land (more servitude/free labour
$$) was its true purpose. (Yes, Mr. Swanson you are correct in one aspect, follow the
money and you will understand why we love to wage war).

However, other viewpoints came up for me that have nothing to do with the military
but “We the People.” Ms. Brugger hit on part of it, but I will take the point to another
level.

Here lie the other patriots who have few memorials: The dissenters. Our country
was built on dissension from King George III and hammering out the Constitution was
no picnic for some dissenting voices. By those voices however this nation created an

War, Peace and Memorials

•See LETTERS page 19

and sincerely wishes to fully inform the Chamber members and others of all the rele-
vant issues. We urge everyone interested in Pine Street Park (Chamber members includ-
ed) to attend our second public meeting on June 7 at the Community Center (next to
the ball park on Hwy 64) at 5:30 p.m.

Hilrie Quinn
Pine Street Park Committee

Highlands’ premier
gift basket company

gourmet foods – coffees & teas
fresh-baked pastries – gifts

entertainware
294 S. 4th Street • “on the hill”

526-5026

b
basketcase
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“Heart of the
High Country”

Everyday at 8 a.m., noon, 5 p.m., 7 p.m.,
10 p.m., & midnight.’

The Visitor Information Program
airs at 7 am, 9 am, 4 pm, 6 pm,

9 pm, and 11 pm.

Highlands’ Own
TV Show...on Northland

Cable Channel 14.

• Complete line of office
supplies

• Laminating • Fax Service
• Greeting Cards

• Laser paper
• Ink Cartridges

Highlands Plaza
526-3379

Do we have Imari? Oh, yes!

Mirror Lake Antiques
215 S. 4th Street “on the Hill”

P.O. Box 702, Highlands, NC 28741 • 526-2080

It’s all about
Highlands

and its people!

Manley’s
Auto Service

1597 S. Fourth Street
828-526-9805

Complete Auto Care
Towing Service Available

U-Haul Rentals
• ASE Certified

James “Popcorn” Manley
Owner/Operator

• 24 Hour Service
• AAA provider

• Local & Long Distance Hauls

Manley’s Towing Service
526-9805 or 342-0583

AUTO
INSURANCE

WAYAH
INSURANCE

Auto-Owners
Insurance

ONE AND THE SAME

Call Wayah at
526-3713

or stop by the office
on Carolina Way

munity Bible Church.
Commissioner Simpson entered the

original motion at the meeting to propose
the moratorium, but in his motion changed
our request from three stories to four sto-
ries (48 feet). When the county attorney
brought a simple two-page draft ordinance
for review, Mr. Simpson delayed the pro-
cess further by asking that all residential
construction be excluded from the height
restriction. Claiming that he is “concerned
about the citizens of Highlands” where
“some homes on steep slopes have cathe-
dral ceilings that reach 100 feet.”

Commissioner Simpson stated that he
felt the 48-foot height limit will slow con-
struction in Highlands and on the steep
slopes elsewhere in Macon County. We feel
that Commissioner Simpson does not un-
derstand the original intent of the broad-
based citizens request to keep all buildings
below the tree line, nor the proposed height
measurement method.

Personally, I have not been able to find
a 100-foot high home (nine to ten stories)
in the Highlands area, even with some of
the largest residential buildings I can find.
Perhaps you have and can inform me be-
fore we argue for a fixed limit.

There is a legitimate concern for new

homes being built on incredibly steep
slopes. The downhill foundation supports
& columns can, indeed, exceed 50-60 feet.
The question is, do the citizens of High-
lands and Macon County want this kind
of home to continue to be built on steeper
and steeper slopes, and then to put a four-
story residential structure on top of the 50-
60 foot foundation?

If you do, then you need to speak
FOR the draft ordinance as written. The
Macon County Chief Building Inspector
does favor this approach and believes it is
fair to all owners and developers. The re-
sult will be that a building on a flat site will
be limited to 48-feet above the top of foun-
dation, whereas, one on a steep slope the
building will be 48 feet above the top of
the foundation with the total height de-
pending upon where the “top of the foun-
dation” is measured.

Recommendation:
My personal recommendation for your

consideration is that the fairest measure-
ment method for all parties (flat land or
steep slopes) is the following: change the
current wording of paragraph 158.06 of the
draft ordinance to read as follows:

“158.06 MAXIMUM HEIGHT.
The maximum building height on any

building, structure, or unit within the ju-
risdiction of Macon County shall not ex-
ceed 48 feet or four stories, whichever is
less. For the purposes of this section, build-
ing height shall mean the vertical distance
measured from the natural finished grade
elevation directly and immediately outside
the front door or primary entrance of the
building or structure. This vertical measure-
ment shall be made within a horizontal
distance of no more than 1 foot from the
primary entrance and shall include the full
extent of foundation and any other occu-
pied or unoccupied space that is above
ground level at the measurement location.

The reason for the term “any other oc-
cupied or unoccupied space that is above
ground level...” is to prevent the developer
from claiming that a parking garage or stor-
age beneath the living quarters or occupied
space is part of “the foundation.”

Please plan to attend and speak up at
the public hearing on June 18 at 5 p.m. If
you also agree with the above recommen-
dation to change the current ordinance
wording, say so and please be as specific as
possible when you speak. Read the revised
wording if possible, so that the commis-
sioners are left with no wiggle room to mis-
understand. If you prefer a different version,
please state your recommendations to the
commissioners.

Expect the developers and building
contractors to be out in force to speak
against the building height limit. We citi-
zens can only be heard IF you come out and
also speak to the commissioners at the pub-
lic hearing.

Bob Wright,
President Cold Springs Property

Owners Assn.

... FORUM continued from page 2

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street   Highlands, NC    828-526-5226

• Gift Cards
• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings

Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Monday-Saturdays
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• Down
comforters
• Down blankets
• 600 & 440
thread count
sheet sets
• Feather beds
• New shipment
of sheets

Next to Farmers Market  on the Main Street side
526-4905



BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

First Saturday: Singing at 7:30 p.m.
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, Georgia
The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor

Church: 706-746-2999
Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329

Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH

Office – 526-2320
Sunday: Holy Communion -- 11 a.m.

(Highlands Community Center on. U.S. 64 next to the
ballfield in Highlands

Monday: Evening Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Tuesday: Women’s weekly Bible study at 2 p.m.

Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.
at First Baptist Church

Pot Luck Lunch last Sunday of each month.
All are Welcome!

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Prayer – 6:30 p.m.

Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
(Evangelical Presbyterian Church)

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 1O:45 Worship;
Tuesdays: 10 a.m. Women’s Bible Study

Wednesdays: 5:15 p.m. Students’ Dinner (free for kids in 8th
grade and younger);

5:30 p.m. Supper; 5:45 p.m. - 7:15 pm Small Groups for kids
Pre-K through 8th; 6:15 pm - 7:15 pm  Adult Bible Study

6pm-7pm Choir Practice
• Small Groups are offered for all ages throughtout the week,

see our website or call for more info.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. Brian Sullivan – 526-2968
Monday, May 7::4 P.M.-Women’s Cursillo Group

Tuesday, May 8: 8 A.M.-Men’s Cursillo Group; 9:30 A.M-Staff
Meeting; 4:30 P.M.-EFM Meeting

Wednesday, May 9: 4 P.M.-Vestry Meeting; 5:30 P.M.-Dinner;
6 P.M. - Program; 6:30 P.M.-Choir Practice

Thursday, May 10: 10 A.M.-Holy Eucharist in Chapel; 10:30
A.M.-Daughters of the King

Sunday, May 13: HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
8 A.M.-Holy Eucharist (Rite I) Chapel; 8:30 A.M.-Breakfast; 9
A.M.-Sunday School ; 9:45 A. M.-Choir Practice; 10:30 A.M.-
Holy Eucharist (Rite II); 5 P.M.-NO YOUTH Spend time with

your mom!
• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.

FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977

Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.;  6: p.m. (nursery provided)
Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner  5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Junior & Senior Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;

Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship – 8:15 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School –
9:30 a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15

Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6 p.m.; Prayer
– 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. J. Hunter Coleman, Pastor, 526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun.School – 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion & Breakfast

Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers
Wednesdays: Prayer – noon; Choir – 7
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Sixth Street
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
HIGHLANDS 7TH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

Wednesday evening prayer & Bible Study
Call Lloyd Kidder at 526-9474

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastors Eddie & Kim Ingram, 526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.;

5 p.m. Youth Group
Wed: noon – Men’s Emmaus Reunion Group; 4:45 –

Children’s choir and handbells; 5:30 – Supper; 6 – Adult
Handbells; 6:15 – children, youth, & adults studies;

7:15 – Adult choir
 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Worship/Communion – 10:30
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Jamie Passmore, (706) 782-8130

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin 369-6871
Friday: Sabbath Eve Services at 7 p.m.

For more information, call (706)-745-1842.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC

CHURCH
Rev. Tien, Priest

Parish office, 526-2418
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Evening
Worship – 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
 For more information call 526-3212.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Wayne Price
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

Rev. Maureen Killoran (part-time) 526-9769
Sundays: Worship – 11 a.m.

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

• PLACES OF WORSHIP •
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• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

Memorial Day has come and gone with little
more than some local, poorly attended
ceremonies at monuments to every war since the

Civil War (aka the “War Between the States” or the “War
of Northern Aggression,” depending upon your true
southernness).

When I was young, we called it “Decoration
Day.” Since my father died in 1942 when I was six years
old and an only child, I visited the cemetery often. My
mother and I helped put small American flags on the
ever increasing number of graves that marked the fallen
heroes of World War II. It didn’t take long after the war’s
end for this to become a lost ritual of maintaining their
graves, and it was my Sunday school’s mission to go and
make it a day’s labor of love, placing the flags and having
a short service.

Attendance was always excellent for children so
young, but it was far from a feeling of great patriotism
that brought us out on those hot days. The dedication
was to the barbeque that followed back at the church:
franks and hamburgers, potato salad and coleslaw, and
the eagerly-anticipated arrival of the Good Humor Ice
Cream truck. We could choose any flavor we wanted, as
long as it was vanilla or chocolate!

But the flags were on the graves of our heroes, and
all was right with the world.

Wars and threats of war have come and gone since
those Sunday school days of more than 60 years ago.
Patriotism has ebbed and flowed with each new conflict.
Sadly, when it comes to the flag, there seems to be more
ebb than flow.

Memorial Day is a day off, an excuse to start up the
grill, go fishing, or sit under a tree with the family, but
no flag will be in sight unless you’re near a public
building or some other official place.

Here’s a silly question, but one which needs to be
asked. Do we remember September 11? The World Trade
Center? The Pentagon? That hallowed field in
Pennsylvania?

As a chaplain for the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, I was on call for that disaster just four
hours after it happened. In the days that followed,
something amazing happened. The trip from south
Florida to F.B.I. headquarters in Quantico, VA, became
what seemed to be a planting ground for our American
flag. Few cars passed without having a flag tied to its
antenna. Pick-up trucks had full-size flags flowing from
their sides. Magnetic flags were stuck to every
conceivable mode of transportation, from three-wheel
bikes to golf carts.

+The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding

Where are the flags?

•See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 18
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Now Serving  DINNER BUFFET
Thursday, Friday, & Saturday
4:30 TO 9 • $19.95/person
(no children’s menu available)

(Angie Jenkins at the piano, Thursdays)

Also enjoy our  BREAKFAST BUFFET
Friday through Sunday

Sample Menu:
Pasta Salad or Baked Potato Salad

Creamy Cole Slaw
C.J.’s Southern Fried Chicken

Slow Simmered Pot Roast
Black Pepper & Brown Beef Gravy

Variety of Cheesy Baked Casseroles
Sweet Stewed Tomatoes or BBQ Baked Beans

Variety of Rolls and Breads
Assorted Mousse Parfaits

828-526-2590270 Main Street

7 Days A Week 24 Hours A Day...Even Holidays

Based in Highlands • Call 526-8313 • Free Estimates

Roto-Rooter Plumbing &
Drain Cleaning of Highlands

and Cashiers now offers
septic tank pumping, drain

field cleaning and
septic field location.

Think your drainfield needs
replacing?

The majority of drainfield
problems occur due to build

up in the drain lines.
Roto-Rooter can clean lines,

saving you thousands of
dollars whencompared to

replacing lines.
Call Drew or Dan for a free

and honest estimate.
We look forward

to hearing from you!

“We will locate, excavate
and pump it!”

Vacation Rental
on Lake Sequoyah

Three master suites with jetted tubs and
showers. Sleeping nook with private bath.

4 fireplaces, 2 living areas. Newly
Renovated. Private dock w/canoe & firepit.

Call 828-342-2302.
www.thelodgeonmirrorlake.com

Also for sale: $1,595,000

Vacation Rental
or B&B

on Mirror Lake

Three beds, 3 baths, plus cottage. Huge
decks, dock, canoe and paddleboat. Rent
entire lodge or cottage or individual suites.

Call 828-342-2302
www.thelodgeonmirrorlake.com

Also for sale:
$975,000
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To keep the news media and the public
better informed about Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital, we are providing you with a summary
of the more significant actions and discussion
items coming before the hospital’s board of
directors at its most recent meeting on Thursday,
May 17.

The May meeting of the board took
place a week earlier than usual, following a
day-long planning retreat held at The
Mountain Retreat and Conference Center
in Highlands. During the morning session,
board members heard an overview of
current national trends in health care from
nationally-known consultant Nathan
Kaufman of Kaufman Advisors, LLC, of San
Diego, CA. Kaufman was hired by the board
this past spring to help update the hospital’s
strategic plan. Sandwiched in between the
retreat sessions and the actual board
meeting was a joint Finance Committee
meeting.

• During the finance session, hospital
CFO Mike Daiken told board members that
hospital utilization, which has been on the
upswing, was up again in April. The average
daily census at the hospital more than

doubled over the previous April, up from
4.8 to 9.93 patients per day. The number
of radiology procedures performed
increased 20 percent as well, and respiratory
services nearly doubled. Laboratory
procedures were also higher. While
monthly bottom line figures comparing
this April to last were skewed by large
adjustment in Medicare reimbursements
under the critical access system, Daiken said
hospital operations are ahead of budget
projections for the year by more than
$200,000.

• At the actual board meeting, directors
heard several updates, including one on the
progress of installing a new nuclear
medicine camera. The good news is that
both the bids for the equipment itself and
the necessary remodel came in under
projections. The state’s Division of Facility
Services is currently reviewing the
construction designs. Those designs and
specifications must be approved before the
project can begin. In the meantime, the
hospital continues to utilize the services of
a mobile nuclear scanning unit. The

Summary of Combined May meeting of the Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital Board of Directors

hospital wants to install its own equipment,
not only because it will be more convenient
for area patients, but also because it will
generate more revenue directly to the
hospital.

• Board members also discussed plans
for a new medical office building in
Cashiers to be located on a portion of the
old Oakmont Lodge property. An architect
has been developing preliminary plans for
a 23,300 square-foot building, but the
project has not been given the go ahead
yet.

• CEO Ken Shull reported that the new
cardiac monitoring system for the
emergency department and the acute
hospital has been ordered from the
manufacturer and is expected to be installed
and operational by the end of June. The
hospital is spending $161,000 to replace its
existing monitoring system that has reached

the effective end of its life.
• Shull gave the board a full run down

on recent efforts to recruit a general surgeon.
The hospital has looked at 17 different
candidates over the past 30 days, he said.
Some were clearly not the right fit for a small
hospital in a resort area. Others were not
pursued because of poor malpractice
records or other background issues. Shull
said six candidates are still under serious
consideration and the search to identify
other prospects is continuing. Finding a
general surgeon continues to be the top
physician recruiting priority.

• The board also heard about recent
activities to honor hospital employees
during National Hospital Week earlier this
month, which included special lunches, an
ice cream social, a luncheon recognizing
those employees who reached milestones
of service, and a number of other fun events.

The American Cancer Society is proud
to announce the Relay for Life Kick Off for
the Mountain Top Communities on June
3, 2007 from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m..

The event will be held in the Courtyard
of Drake’s Diamond Gallery located at 152
South Second Street in Highlands.

Food and Wine will be provided by
Nick’s Find Foods, Oak Street Cafa,
Ristornate Paoletti and the Sportspage.
Music provided by Hott Acts.

 “We are very proud of our volunteers
in Cashiers, Glenville, Highlands, Scaly and
Sapphire Valley,” said Curt Crowhurst,
Asheville Area Manager for the American
Cancer Society. “Everyone worked
extremely hard to make this Relay For Life
event successful, and these high national
rankings are proof that their work continues
to pay off. This was the sixth year in a row
that Mountain Top was ranked #1.”

Last year $246,350 was raised; 80
survivors participated; there were 40 team
captains and a 12 event committees and
230 participants. The goal for this year:
$220,000 and the goal for Kick-off Party —
to engage as many people at the as possible
for Relay

Relay For Life is a fun-filled, overnight
event that mobilizes communities
throughout the country to celebrate
survivors, remember loved ones and raise
money for the fight against cancer. Teams
of eight to 15 members gather with tents

and sleeping bags to participate in the
largest fundraising walk in the nation.

 “The funds raised through our Relay
For Life events enable us to continue our
investment in the fight against cancer
through research, education, advocacy and
patient services,” Crowhurst added.
“Thanks to the generosity of our volunteers
and donors, the money raised by Relay For
Life participants goes directly to the
American Cancer Society’s life-saving
programs.”

The Mountain Top community has
embraced the idea of volunteerism and of
donations and have taken the torch to new
heights. The small communities of
Highlands, Cashiers and surrounding areas
and Franklin have been designated as #1
per capita in the nation for the past six years
raising over $1,000,000. This year the group
will attempt to hold that honor once again.
The Relay For Life Kick Off is Sunday, June
3rd at Drake’s Diamond Gallery on South
Second Street between 2:30-5:30 p.m. Drop
in for an afternoon of refreshments and
entertainment. For more information
please call 526-5858. Imagine…There is no
cancer.

The Mountain Top Relay For Life 2007
will held at the Highlands Recreation
Center on Friday, Aug. 24 starting with the
Survivor Lap at 6 p.m. through Saturday,
Aug. 25, 8 a.m.

Relay for Life 2007 Kick-off June
3 at Drake’s Diamond Gallery

•See DEALING WITH BEAST part 2  pg 16



HHARDWARE
330 Dillard Road

Upper Level of Highlands Decorating
Phone: 828-526-3719

IGHLANDS

American Upholstery
We Repair Furniture from frame
Residential or Commercial • 37 Years Experience

Free Estimates • Free Pick-up and Delivery
Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
102 S. College Street • (864) 638-9661

P.O. Box 593
Walhalla, SC 29691

• OUTDOOR - INDOOR REMODEL-RNEW •

828-743-5451 Village Square in Sapphire

HomePlace Blinds & Design Of Sapphire Valley
Custom Window Coverings – Heritance® hardwood shutters
 Duette® honeycomb shades, Country Woods® Collection™

Custom Closet Systems , Unique Home Accessories

ORGANIC! 
phone: 828.342.9390

www.earthcareorganics.comServices Offered Include:
• Year Round Turf Management

• Year Round Tree, Shrub & Ornamental Bed Care
• Garden & Landscape Design • Planting • Rock & Waterscapes

• Shaping & Pruning • Dry Stack Rock Walls

earthcare organics
“making gardening green”

DRY CRAWL SPACE...
The answer to your mold and mildew

problem!
Clean Space:

Crawlspace encapsulation system.
Check us out on the web at

drycrawlspaces.com
Call for a free estimate: 828-743-0900

Derek Taylor

330 Dillard RD
Highlands

828-526-3571

Benjamin Moore Paints
Custom Area Rugs

Fabrics
Floor Coverings

Tile
Wall Coverings

Window Treatments

HDC
HIGHLANDS

DECORATING
CENTER

Luxury Linen Services
Specializing in the custom care
of your bed and table linens.

Call
1-800-295-0017 or 864-295-0017

JPSventures

“Superior Quality
in

Excellent Time”

Renovation • Decks   
Outdoor Kitchens • Grading
New Construction

Local
References 828.369.6850
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Cute little house on two
lots in Mirror Lake area

For Sale By Owner
Newly Refurbished. 2/2.

Woodburning fireplace. Wood
floors, new kitchen, new
bathrooms, Jacuzzi tub.

Very nice.
$355,000

Call 828-342-2302

By Nancy Welch

Chemotherapy. The very word fright
ened me. The first serious mention
I heard of it was from my newest

doctor, an oncologist, in the dark of a hos-
pital room. He sat by my bedside, his white
coat reflecting the shadows cast by the tele-
vision which hung on a nearby wall.

I wondered later why chemo scared me
more than the word cancer. I suppose, look-
ing back, I had learned to live with the many
symptoms of my disease. I wasn’t slowed
down. My life continued. I think I was in
denial. But chemo, I knew, would take its
toll and I would not be able to deny that.

All my life I had heard and read of the
side effects of having poison pumped into
one’s veins for the purpose of curing or
controlling cancer. On one hand, I was glad
the doctor hadn’t said, “There’s no hope.
Go home and die. We’ll try to keep you
comfortable.”

Bring on the poison, bring on the cure
Still, it all sounded so awful.
My doctor didn’t mention any of the

possible side effects. Instead, he set up an
appointment for me to see him and dis-
cuss my treatment. Discuss. Hmmmm.
What discussion? What say could I have?
Perhaps I should have chosen medical
school instead of art school.

The doctor’s office was less than threat-
ening. As a matter of fact, the doc scared
me more than the large empty chairs in a
nearby empty room. He was SO serious. I
wanted to hear a joke. I wanted to hear that
I was going to be fine without chemo. No
chance.

He quietly told me what pharmaceuti-
cals he would be using in my particular case.
He didn’t tell me how many weeks I would
be in treatment. I had already a list of my
own fears and that was pretty bad. I really
wasn’t ready for too much information.

My first trip to the “chemo cave,” as I

• DEALING WITH THE BEAST WITHIN – PART 2 •

now call it, was not too eventful. The cave
was a large, bright room. There were a num-
ber of comfortable recliners, each flanked
by an IV pump, used to administer the
drugs. The wall across from the chairs was
one-third plate glass windows. The view was
spectacular ... mountains, sky, trees. It was
calming. A nurse escorted me to a chair,
administered an IV and the treatment be-
gan. I was sleepy, but not about to sleep.
Who knew what would happen if I wasn’t
aware of what was happening? I sat there
for two hours, bags of liquid dripping into
my IV? From time to time the pump would
beep and a very kind nurse would switch
bags of poison.

So far, so good. Around me other pa-
tients slept, unperturbed by what might
happen while they dozed.

At the end of my treatment, the doctor
gave me a prescription for nausea pills. I

•See DEALING page 17
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AFTERWARD SWING BY PEREGRINE

H I G H L A N D S I C O V E

G O L F PEREGRINE
A T I T H E I C O V E

One of the nicest things about Highlands Cove is that you don’t have to live here to
enjoy all that goes with it.  Our many amenities are open to the public, pay as you

use.  There are 18 holes of spectacular golf where the views are
nothing short of inspiring.  A clubhouse with a fully stocked golf

pro shop.  A practice facility that rivals any in the area.  And
a PGA professional staff.
    Discriminating diners will take delight in the carefully
crafted cuisine that flows from Peregrine at the Cove.  Located
in the clubhouse, the atmosphere is relaxed and casually

elegant.  The menu is classic continental American and entirely handmade.  Our
chefs are passionate about serving up an excellent dining experience.  And the full-
service bar will quench any thirst.

Great golf.  Fabulous food.  Excellent service.  Enjoy Highlands
Cove today.  We’re located six miles east of Highlands on
Highway 64.  The course is open daily.  Call 828-526-4185
for a tee time.  Peregrine dining hours are seasonal.  Call
828-787-2465 for our dining schedule, reservations or
information on special events.

• Full line of quality beads and
beading supplies

• The area’s only “Paint-Your-Own”
Pottery studio

• Fun and whimsical gifts
• Book your beading and pottery

parties now!
526-8123

On Main St, between Buck’s and
Highlands Fine Art

had chemo on Thursday and felt tired, but
fine — until Sunday. Then I needed the
pills. To my surprise, they worked. I slept
most of the day, but I was comfortable. I
kept waiting for the awful nausea I had
heard so much about. By Monday, I was
tired, but felt fine. Maybe I could do this
after all.

I was two weeks into my treatments. I
woke up one morning and took a shower.
I then blew my hair dry and applied my
makeup. When I turned around, I saw the
tiles on the wall were plastered with hair. I
was surprised at my reaction. I laughed. So
much for the emotion and drama portrayed
in movies and on television. It was just hair
and now I had to clean the stupid bath-
room wall. A woman’s work is never done.
I eventually had my head shaved. Got tired
of cleaning that wall. I looked forward to
growing curls. I’ve never had curls. Every-
one tells you when you have chemo, you
will grow curls. Hah! Not me. Skip ahead a
bit. I grew straight SILVER hair!!! Just my
luck.

Now, on with the hair loss. Friends gave
me a wig. It looked just like my hair and I
felt quite complete. Even better, I didn’t have
to pluck my eyebrows or shave my legs. I
did miss my eyelashes, though. I had tried
fake eyelashes in college. Hated them. For-
get it. Somehow I always missed with the
glue and ended up with fringes hanging just

below my eyebrows. Estee Lauder only
wants me as a customer ... and I need lots
of training.

“Chemo brain” was the worst side ef-
fect. Suddenly, not only could I not write,
which had been my career; but I couldn’t
even properly execute my signature. Years
of training in penmanship (the Palmer
method) down the drain. I forgot things,
names and even where I was headed when
I left the house. Some would say old age.
Nope, this was different. I couldn’t even
read a book or magazine and found this
very frustrating. After all, I had made a liv-
ing using words, sentences and paragraphs.
I would stare at the many writing awards
on my wall. I could no longer even read
them.

The doc told me this was normal. I
found that hard to digest and I wouldn’t
leave him alone about this particular side
effect. When I continued to complain that
I couldn’t write, he said, “Go home and
practice.” I did. It worked. Or I think it did.
At least I can type and use spell check. I’m
not sure I get my ideas across so well. But I
will continue to practice. I hope you will
give me a chance and continue to read my
efforts.

Then my feet and hands began to hurt.
“Neuropathy,” the doc said. Nothing
seemed too abnormal to him. He said the
cure could hurt worse than the pain. I gave

in and decided to deal with it. I had several
nights of discomfort, but I managed. That
was the important lesson of chemo. I could
manage. So many do.

So, now I had an excuse. Any problem
must be caused by chemo. Hangnail?
Chemo, no doubt. Oh yes, there was the
nausea, but I suffered through it. Fever blis-
ter? Must be that last chemo treatment.
Sleepless nights? Chemo. Seems that was
true. Last week I asked my fellow chemo

crew members what side effects they had
felt. All complained of sleeplessness. Do you
know how many times HGTV shows the
same shows on one night? Did you know
they go off the air at 4 a.m.? Hey, you’re
never too old to learn.

So, the journey continues. I head for
the chemo cave tomorrow. Yuck. But, you
do what you gotta do!

... DEALING continued from page 16

• See “Dealing with the Beast Part 1 in the
May 10 issue of Highlands’ Newspaper.
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• HIGHLANDS EATERIES •

“Quick Service Not Fast Food!”

At 4th & Spring streets...on the hill

526-5916

Hamburgers & Fries
Sandwiches & Salads

Ice Cream & More!
Open for lunch Mon.-Fri.

Now Trans Fat FREE

$10 minimum with credit card

Stop in for slow-cooked BBQ, Ribs,
Fried Chicken, Hot Wings and other
Southern favorites that’ll have you

coming back for more.

461 Spring Street • 526-2626

LUNCH
&

DINNER
Catering
Available

Pescado’s
Burritos

In the middle of 4th St.
Open for lunch

Mon-Sat. • 526-9313

High Country Cafe

526-0572
Cashiers Road next to the
Community Bible Church

Breakfast & Lunch
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m

Sunday through Friday;
Saturday, 7 am.-1 p.m.

Down home
favorites

everyday!

Buck’s Coffee Cafe
Open 7 days a week

7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Coffee, tea, wine,
pastries, sandwiches

384 Main Street

SportsPage

Sandwich Shoppe

314 Main Street • 526-3555

Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sat. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Desserts • Loaded Baked Potatoes

Hope to see you soon
30 guest rooms with free hot breakfast

and wireless Internet.
706-782-7722 or

www.oldclaytoninn.com for info.

OLD CLAYTON INN

... SPIRITUALLY
SPEAKING continued
from page 13

Why do so many Highlands people drive
down the mountain to the Old Clayton Inn
for dinner Friday and Saturday evenings?

For a great country Prime Rib buffet dinner
with everything from soup to ice cream, and
to hear Angie Jenkins play wonderful piano,

$15.95, with Karaoke later on Saturday,
And they also come for our special Sunday
Buffet and Carvery on Sundays 11 to 2 pm

with all the trimmings, $11.50.
Why don’t you come too?

HS students honored at annual Academic Award Ceremony

This year’s banquet, sponosred by Highlands Rotary, was held at the
Performing Arts Center. About 74 students in grades 4-12 were rec-
ognized for being on the A or A-B Honor Roll all year. Also recog-
nized were the three superintendent representatives from the el-
ementary, middle and high school. They were Emily Gabbard from
the elementary school, Marlee McCall from the middle school and
Michael Grabe from the high school. Bitsey Calloway was the hon-
ored speaker. Principal Brian Jetter, Episcopal minister Reverand Brian
Sullilvan and Rotary President Brian McClellan were in attendance
as were parents and family. Photos by Stephanie McCall

Shopping mall parking lots looked
like Arlington National Cemetery. Flags of
every size flew everywhere. We blew our
car horns at each other and waved and
pointed to the flags on our cars.

What happened to the flag since then
has been a steady decline of exposure.
The flag factories that worked around the
clock are now down to normal shifts and
less frantic production.

What has our nation done to deserve
such a lack of attention to Old Glory? We
still place it on the casket of a fallen hero,
fold it with much ceremony at the
graveside, and present it with great
emotion to the family member, but is
that all there is left of our feelings?

I asked the question, ”Where have all
the flags gone?” to a number of people in
the last week; each had a different answer.
Some were as simple as, “We lost our
pride,” to, “I don’t fly it because I want to
be politically correct.” Shame on
everyone of them. They were part of the
crowd that filled every church in this
nation the Sunday after 9/11 and prayed
for God and country. Sadly, the latter has
gone the way of the former. No time for
God, and now no time for country.

My challenge to you who read my
column is this: Regain your pride in your
country’s flag. Start to fly your nation’s
banner this week. Let’s make this once
again the land of the free and the home
of the brave and be proud of our grand
old flag.
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Wright Square
137 Main St. • 526-0339

John Collette
Fine Art

Fun & Functional Arts & Crafts

1990 Dillard Road 
(Hwy 106)
Highlands, NC

828.526.3900

Open Mon-Sat
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Sun. 1-4 p.m.

• ART GALLERIES •

381 Main Street • 526-0667

Mon-Sat 10-5
Sun 1-5

Mill Creek Gallery &
Framing

Located in Highlands Village
Square • Oak Street at 5th

(behind Wolfgang’s)

Custom Picture Framing
(including laminating service)

Hours:
noon to 5 Mon. thru Sat.

(828) 787-2021
cypicturelady@aol.com

Gallery of Fine
Handcrafts and

Antiques

Open Daily
2820 Dillard Road

526-0229

Art and crafts
by local
artisans

Gala Opening Concert
Celebrating CLE’s 15th Year

The Smoky Mountain Brass Band
June 3 at 3 p.m. at PAC

Preview Party
FREE to the public

 Introducing This Year’s Presenters
Hors d’oeuvres served

E-mail:
clehighlands@yahoo.com

Website:
www.clehighlands.org

PO Box 2046
Highlands, NC  28741

828-526-8811

Center for Life Enrichment’s

unprecedented balanced system of
governing for its time. It would evolve as
more dissenting voices saw some flaws.

Throughout history we often don’t
recognize those who also endured torture,
jail time, death threats and death itself. The
ordinary people that stood in defiance of
the status quo of the time and paid a very

... LETTERS continued from page 11

Dear Editor,
When I received my real property as-

sessment, I was shocked at the 280% in-
crease from four years ago. I was certain that
the millage rate would come down and de-
crease my taxes slightly. WRONG. My taxes
for 2007 will increse by 88% – assessed
value times .00245 equals the taxes.

County Manager Sam Greenwood
seems to be making dire predictions on loss
of funding sourses from the state. That may
or may not come true. In the meantime
with the increased tax rate Macon County
will be awash with new tax revenue mainly
from the Highalnds Township. The mill-
age rate must be cut further.

Jerome Ingate
Highlands

Macon County tax
goldmine,
Highlands

high price. I don’t mean just the African
Americans; I refer to women and men of
all backgrounds, Chinese, Japanese, and
most assuredly Native Americans. I could
not as a woman even begin to write this
without the suffragette movement and the
many women who worked in the factories
and formed “reading circles’” to fight for
their rights and gain knowledge.

Chief Joseph from the Nez Pierz tribe
after many attempts of compromise with
the government then said, “ Good words
(promises) do not pay for my people”
{Howard Zinn, “Voices of a Peoples
History}. He was tired of the white man’s
war and occupation, filled with broken
promises. He was an unsung hero.

“Patriotism is the last resort of
scoundrels,” says Mark Twain, one of our
true heroes, who in humour, understood
that dissent was the founding of our nation.

The millions of “unknown soldiers”
(citizens) who walk in peace marches to
protest a nation gone awry, whether it is in
Mexico, India, France, or here in the U.S.,
are to be honored too. In my opinion, every
war has a cause ($$), but every dissenter
protects our liberty.

Lee Hodges
Highlands Put your ad where it will be seen...Highlands Newspaper

Hospital unharmed, it does bring issues to
the forefront.

“With an increasing volume of people
on foot and vehicular traffic, everyone must
be very cognitive of their surroundings,”
said Highlands Police Chief Bill Harrell.
“People must keep their eyes wide open and
use good common sense as well as the
Golden Rule and yield the right-of-way.”

State law mandates that motorists yield
the right-of-way to pedestrians in cross-
walks. Harrell said if a motorist hits or hurts
a pedestrian whether legally in a crosswalk
or even if a pedestrian darts into traffic as
people often do mid-block on Main Street,
the motorist is still responsible.

“If someone is injured or killed by a
motorist the motorist can be charged with
assault with a deadly weapon or with ve-
hicular manslaughter,” he said.

The motorist who hit the stroller was
cited for “failing to yield the right-of-way
to a pedestrian in a crosswalk when the
crosswalk was clearly marked as such.”

Mayor Don Mullen said he drives
through the intersection of Main and 3rd
streets almost everyday and considers it
dangerous.

“Because of lack of visibility coming
onto Main Street from 3rd Street from ei-
ther direction, one has to edge into Main
to see in both directions. The accident there
this past weekend was unfortunate and oth-
ers in the future must be avoided,” he said.

Mullen said a possible solution would
be to put a traffic light at the intersection.
“I will recommend that we study this care-
fully over the next few months and decide
if a traffic light is necessary,” he said.

... ACCIDENT from pg 1



Page 20 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, May 31, 2007

The
Elephant’s

Foot

680 N. 4th Street
526-5451

Antiques & Decorative
Furniture & Accessories

Now open for our 24th season
Mon-Sat • 10:30 to 5

“Rooms & Cabins with a View”

Rock Fireplaces, Private
Balconies, 2 & 3 bedroom
cabins, Conference Center,

Heated Pool, Lake &
Waterfalls, Tennis Courts,

Wedding Deck, A.C.,
Jacuzzis

828-526-2121 or 1-800-5-SKYLINE
Flat Mountain Road • Highlands

Serving dinner
Friday and Saturdays with
Hal Philips at the piano
and Brunch on Sundays.

Summer
HouSe

THe

Distinct and Customized
Products...

• Summer House Collection of
  Upholstery
• Coordinated Bedding
• Interior and Exterior Lighting
• Collections of Original Art
• Extensive Selection of Unique
   Accessories
• Gifts
• Kitchen and Pantry Items

Handcrafted Furniture by:
Tiger mounTain

WoodWorkS

2 miles from Main Street
2089 Dillard Road • 526-5577

Paula & Barry Jones

Visiting Rector Series

All services are at the
Highlands Community Center

on Highway 64 next to the ballpark.
For more information, call the

Christ Anglican Church office at 526-2320
Visitors and friends are welcome!

Christ
Anglican
Church

Traditional • Conservative • Orthodox
at the Highlands Community Center

Sunday, June 3, 11 a.m.
Holy Communion

The Rev. Ben Holland,
Rector, St. Michael and all

Angels Church, Kerrville, TX

Sunday, June 10, 11 a.m.
Holy Communion

The Rev. Mark Clavier
Rector, All Saint’s Anglican

Church, Arden, NC

Sunday, June 17, 11 a.m.
Holy Communion

The Rev. Paul Blankinship
Assistant at All Saint’s Anglican

Church, Arden, NC

Spend your advertising dollar WISELY.
Call 526=-0782 for advertising rates

At 2:05 p.m. on April 24, Mr. Gene
Borino and his 23 Highlands School 6th

grade science students came to the butter-
fly garden in front of the school. 

By 2:25 p.m. the students had distrib-
uted 225 bags of mulch around the gar-
den.

“Mulch helps keep the soil moist,” ex-
plained Lindsey Wagner, 6th grade science
student.  During times of no rain, that’s es-
pecially important for root development.

Mr. Borino’s students also dead-head-
ed the pansies, learning that pansies can
withstand colder temperatures than most
flowers and that pinching back dead
blooms encourages pansies to make more
flowers instead of making seeds.  The stu-
dents also removed daylily leaves killed by
subfreezing temperatures in mid April.

Fourteen members of the Mountain
Garden Club were on hand to assist.  Dav-
id Sims, owner of Highlands Lawn & Gar-
den, provided the mulch at a generous dis-
count.

“The kids
did a super job,”
said Dr. Becky
Schilling of the
Mountain Gar-
den Club.
“Thanks to them,
the garden is in
good shape for
the butterflies
they are raising in
their classroom.”

Each spring
the Mountain
Garden Club
buys painted lady Highlands School science teacher Gene

Borino releases a butterfly.

butterfly larvae (caterpillars) for the 6th

grade science students at Highlands School.
Students get to watch the larvae feed,

grow, form chrysalises, and emerge as adult
butterflies.  The process takes 14 to 20 days.

Students then release the adult butter-
flies in the butterfly garden.

As Schilling showed the students,
mulching the areas around the butterfly
garden helps control weeds.  “With fewer
weeds, there will be fewer weed seeds blow-
ing into the garden,” she said.

The butterfly garden at Highlands
School is an ongoing project of the Moun-
tain Garden Club.

“Money from the Mountain Garden
Club plant sale pays for everything we do
in and around this garden,” Schilling ex-
plained.  “In April alone we’ve spent over
$800 on the garden and materials for stu-
dents.”

The 25th annual Mountain Garden
Club plant sale will be held 9 a.m. to 1p.m.,
May 26, at the baseball park on the corner

of Highway 64
East (North 4th

Street) and Hick-
ory Street, High-
lands, NC.

P r o c e e d s
from the plant
sale also support
the Wertzler Me-
morial Garden at
Town Hall and
scholarships for
college-level stud-
ies of horticulture
or related fields.

Middle School science students gather in the butterfuly garden in front of
the school for the butterfly release.

HS science class preps school
butterfly garden for new arrivals
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RANDRANDRANDRANDRAND
SOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNER
ARCHITECT

website: randarch.com

Mountain Architecture & Interiors

• BUILDERS & ARCHITECTS •

Steve Abranyi
828-787-2297
828-342-3234

Ask about
“Green Building

Options!”

Call today for information.

Highlands – 828-526-2412
Lake Toxaway – 828-883-8004

or visit our website at:
www.schmittbuilders.com

“Building Dreams
Since 1965”

Corner of 2nd and Spring streets
Highlands, NC 28741

(828) 526-4929

Visit us at www.WarthConstruction.com

Whether your property is on top of a cliff or
lakeside, we have the experience to make

your home a reality.

Construction, Inc.
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Now Available:
• Luxury cabin
   2 BR/2/12 BA – $249,000
• Home with gorgeous view
   4BR 2 ½ BA , 2 LR, Rec
   room – $369,000
• Stunning view home,
   3 BR 3 BA – $499,000
• All houses have granite
   kitchens & wood cabinets

223 N. 4th Street • 526-4983 • 888-922-1522

www.jcrealty.comJohn Cleaveland Realty

“Continuing a family tradition since 1965”
828-787-1243
877 805-8002

www.carolinahomesbydesign.com

Carolina Homes by Designs

Village Square Art Show colorful affair

The second annual Village Square Arts & Crafts Show was full of crafts-
men, artists and visitors to Highlands over the Memorial Day week-
end. Photo and watercolor effects by Jim Lewicki

On Saturday morning and afternoon
June 2, Cyrano’s Bookshop will host three
authors as they sign copies of their books.
“I Heard It On the Mountain (Think I’ll Tell
It)” by Toni Myers (autographing from 11
a.m.-1 p.m.) is an inspirational work that
combines original poetry and philosophi-
cal meditations with scripture and quota-
tions. James T. Costa’s “The Other Insect
Societies” examines the social organization
of beetles, caterpillars and spiders; and Brad
Sanders’s “Guide to William Bartram’s Trav-
els: Following the Trail of America’s First
Great Naturalist” provides a thorough back-
ground and itinerary for the Quaker bota-
nist who explored the southeast—includ-
ing the Highlands area — in the 1770s. Both
Mr. Costa and Mr. Sanders will sign their
books from 2:30-4:30 p.m.

Toni (Antoinette) Myers and her hus-
band Happy are long-time Highlands sea-
sonal residents from Mobile, Ala. Toni’s
new book “I Heard It On the Mountain
(Think I’ll Tell It)” is full of her hard-won
but gently imparted advice on faith, adver-
sity and seeing the best in others. Mixed in
with her light, teaching couplets are some
very funny anecdotes reminiscent of Gay-
den Metcalfe’s “Being Dead is No Excuse.”

For instance, there is the story of Jane Har-
ris, who used her diagnosis of terminal can-
cer to finally set a friend straight about that
white slip showing every time she kneeled
at the communion rail of St. John’s Episco-
pal Church in Montgomery: Jane phoned
to say she was leaving her dark-colored slips
to her in her will. In another section, Toni
realizes how lucky she is to have a refuge in
Highlands — complete with generator —
after Hurricane Katrina had done so much
damage along the Gulf coast. But, genera-
tor aside, are we really ready for whatever
God might send our way? If today is our
last, are we “’good to go’ at any given mo-
ment”? As Hebrews 11:16 has it, “Let not
your heart be troubled.” Come meet the
warm and gregarious Toni on Saturday
morning, June 2, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Everyone knows that ants and bees live
in highly organized societies but are they
the only ones of their kind? In “The Other
Insect Societies” James T. Costa, executive
director of the Highlands Biological Station
and the H. F. and Katherine P. Robinson
Professor of Biology at Western Carolina
University, examines other species of creepy
crawlies and finds that they, too, have com-

Three authors sign at Cyrano’s
on Saturday, June 2

• BUSINESS NEWS •

•See CYRANO’’S page 27
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June 2
• 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Toni Meyers
“I Heard it on the Mountain, I Think I’ll

Tell It”
• 2-4 p.m.

James Costa
“The Other Insect Socieites”

& Brad Sanders
“Guide to Williman Bartram’s Travels.”

June 9
• 1-3 p.m.

Barbara Brown Taylor
“Leaving Church”

June 16
• 5-7 p.m.

Natalie Dupree
“Shrimp and Grits”

Ms. Dupree will hold a cooking class at
Wolfgang’s on Main earlier the same day.

• 5-7 p.m.
Jack Bass
“Strom”
June 23

• 12:30-2
Bill Alexander

“Biltmore Nursery:
A Botanical Legacy”

• 2:30-4:30
Ann Ross

“Miss Julia Strikes Again”
June 30

• 1-3 p.m.
Don Brown
“Treason”
• 5-7 p.m.

Gayden Metcalfe
“Somebody is Going to Die if Lilly Beth

Doesn’t Catch that Bouquet”
July 7

• 1-3 p.m.
Charles Martin

390 Main Street • 526-5488

• UPCOMING EVENTS•

Upcoming Book Signings

On-going
• Services at the Church in the Wildwood in Horse

Cove. Sundays at 7 p.m. through Labor Day. Dress is
casual. Old fashioned hymn-sing.

• Registration has begun for this summer’s na-
ture day camps at the Highlands Nature Center. Please
call 526-2623 or visit the Nature Center webpage at
www.wcu.edu/hbs.

• NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
of the ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Community
Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-
0365 or go to the website: www.ncmana.org.

• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park, 4-5 p.m., Mon-
days, Wednesdays, Thursdays. $5 per class.

• Yoga Classes at the Rec Park. Mondays and
Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m. Bring your mat. $7 per per-
son per class or $50 for a monthly pass.

• Beginners Clogging class Tuesday, 6-7 p.m. at
the Sapphire Valley Community Center. Come have
lots of fun and exercise. Call 743-7663.

•  At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal, various exercise classes. Call Jeanette Fisher at
828-526-1FIT.

• A Grief Support Group is held every Friday from
10-12 at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital for anyone
who has lost a loved one through death or is dealing
with a progressive illness with a loved one. If interest-
ed in attending, please contact Helen Moore (Hospice)
526-0727 or Martha Porter (Chaplain at HCH) at 787-
1463.

Every Saturday
• Live music at Fressers in Helen’s Barn with Cy

Timmons 6 p.m. until.
• Live music at Cyprus Restaurant in the Dillard

Village Shopping Center at 9:30 p.m. $10 cover.
• Children’s classes ongoing at Bascom-Louise

Gallery – cost is $5 per student. Mondays: For Home-
schoolers, classes are from 1-3 p.m. For 2nd to 5th grad-
ers, classes are from 3:15-4:15 p.m. Tuesdays: class-
es for pre-school are 11-11:30 a.m.; for kindergarten-
1st grade, classes are 3:15-4:15 p.m. and for young
adult independent study, classes are from 1-2:30 p.m.;
Wednesdays classes are for middle school students
from 3:15-4:15 p.m.

First Mondays
• Be more informed and participate in your hospi-

tal by joining the Auxiliary of the Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital Auxiliary meetings are held the first Monday
of each month at 10 a.m. at the hospital.

Every Monday
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec Park. $3

per person.
Every Tuesday
• Weight Watchers meets at the Highlands Civic

Center. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting starts at 6
p.m.

• Open Studio Night Figure Drawing Informal in-
struction available for beginners. Bring your sketch pad
or paint box for a leisurely session of figure drawing/
painting. Cost is $12, $10 for “Friends” of the Gallery.

Every Wednesday
• Wednesday Noon Prayers noon at First Pres-

byterian Church. A brief service of 20-30 minutes, led
by Don Mullen, for reading of scripture, silence, medi-
tation, prayer and communion in the sanctuary. A mid-
week time to come in adoration and prayer.

Every Third Wednesday
• As part of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

of Franklin’s “Life-Span Learning Curriculum,” there are
“Wednesday Night Chautauquas” which are media en-
hanced study sessions at the UU Fellowship Hall in
Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will be served at 5:30 p.m.
Study sessions will begin at 6:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation call 828-524-6777 or 706-746-9964.

Tuesdays and Thursdays
• Classical Yoga Beginner Level Class 8:15-9:30

a.m., 464 Carolina Way. Other classes available. Mats
and blankets provided. $14 per single/$12 packaage
rate.

Thursday, May 31
• Weigh Down Workshop Information Seminar 6

p.m. at the home of Sarah Chambers on 2199 Flat
Mountain Road. Call 200-0366 for directions. Learn to
lose extra weight by following God’s perfect will re-
garding food.

 • Thomas Rain Crowe (Author, Southern Envi-
ronmental Law Center’s Philip Reed Book of the Year
Award 2006) “My Life in the Appalachian Woods: A
Modern Day Walden” as part of the Zahner Lecture
Series. 

• Zahner Conservation Lectures 2007, 7 p.m. at

The Highlands Nature Center: 930 Horse Cove Road.
A reception will follow this lecture My Life in the Appa-
lachian Woods: A Modern Day Walden. Thomas Rain
Crowe (Author, Southern Environmental Law Center’s
Philip Reed Book of the Year Award 2006).

Friday & Saturday, June 1 & 2
• “The Life and Times of William Bartram” at the

Highlands Biological Station and High Hampton Inn,
in Cashiers. For more information about the Bartram
Symposium call the Cashiers Historical Society at 828-
743-7710.

• The Appalachian High Folk Concert Series kicks
off its second season on Saturday with Cosy Sheridan
who has been described as “one of the era’s finest and
most thoughtful singer/songwriters.” Cosy will also be
teaching a two- day song-writing workshop Cost of the
workshop is only $50. Both concert and workshop take
place at The Instant Theatre Company’s Studio on Main
located at 310 Main Street.  Concert Tickets are $25
and reservations are strongly suggested.  Call 828-342-
9197 for reservations and information.

Friday, June 1
• Highlands Duplicate Bridge at the Civic Cen-

ter, 1 p.m. Call Duane or Marge Meeter 787-2174 for
more info.

Saturday, June 2
• At Cyprus Restaurant, Zorki playing acoustical

favorites beginning at 9:30 p.m. $10 cover.
• Three booksignings at Cyrano’s Book Shop on

Main Street. “I Heard It On the Mountain (Think I’ll Tell
It)” by Toni Myers from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.; James T. Cos-
ta’s “The Other Insect Societies” and Brad Sanders’s
“Guide to William Bartram’s Travels: Following the Trail
of America’s First Great Naturalist” from 2:30-4:30 p.m.

• Appalachian High kicks off its concert series this
Saturdaywith Cosy Sheridan at the Instant Theatre Co.
Studio on Main in Highlands. Tickets are $25 and res-
ervations are strongly suggested. For more informa-
tion about the show or for reservations call 828-342-
9197. Cosy is also presenting a songwriting workshop
on Friday evening and Saturday day before her con-
cert.

• Special sports physical clinic for school athletic
programs are being held at the Macon County Public
Health Center in Franklin. The clinics are open to ris-
ing 7

th 
grade –12

th 
grade students who plan to partici-

pate in school athletics anytime during the 2007-2008
school year. Appointments are required and may be
scheduled at the Macon County Public Health Center
by calling 349-2081. There will be a charge of $10 for
the physical and all proceeds will go to the Schools’
Athletic Fund.

• On Land Trust Day, eco-minded businesses in
Highlands and Cashiers will show their support for the
conservation efforts of Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
by taking part in the first local celebration of Land Trust
Day. Merchants will donate a percentage of their sales
on this day or will become corporate members, in an
effort to recognize how their customers value the open
spaces, hiking trails, scenic views and other outdoor
recreation areas that land trust protect.

• Join the Nantahala Hiking Club as they help the
Konnarock trail crew work on a section of the Appala-
chian Trail to celebrate National Trail Day. The six mile
hike is rated easy. Lunch will be furnished. Bring plen-
ty of water to drink. Meet in front of the Nantahala Out-
door Center store in Wesser at 9:00 a.m., returning by
5 p.m. Call leader Bill Van Horn, 369-1983, to make
reservations by 11 p.m. May 30.

Sunday, June 3
• MountainTop Relay For Life Kick-Off Party at

Drake’s Diamond Gallery from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
• CLE’s Gala Opening Concert and Preview Party

to introduce this year’s presenters at PAC celebrating
its 15th Year featuring The Smoky Mountain Brass Band
at 3 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres served

• The Land Trust for the Little Tennessee (LTLT)

and the Little Tennessee Watershed Association
(LTWA) will be hosting a joint fundraising event on
Sunday, from 1-5 p.m. The event begins at the Great
Smoky Mountain Fish Camp at 81 Bennett Rd. in Fran-
klin where, for a donation, canoes will be available to
rent, you can launch your own canoe, or rent a com-
fortable inner tube to float down the river. Then after a
pleasant canoe trip down the river, stop at the Cowee
Creek take out to enjoy music, purchase food, and learn
more about both organizations and their programs. For
more information, contact Kate Parkerson at 524-2711.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-
ate 2-mile hike on the Jack Rabbit Mountain trail at
Lake Chatuge in GA. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Fran-
klin (opposite Burger King) at 2p.m. Bring a drink, a
snack if you wish, and wear sturdy comfortable shoes.
The car pool will drive 50 miles round trip. Hikes are
limited to 20 people; reservations are required. Call
leader Kay Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations or more
information. Visitors are welcome, but no pets please.

Tuesday-Friday, June 5-8
• Additional volunteers are needed now to proc-

tor end-of-grade and end-of-course testing at Macon
County Schools. To volunteer, please contact the school
of your choice or Jennifer Jones at 524-4414 x 324 or
jennifer.jones@mcsk-12.org.

June 6 - July 25
• Weigh-Down Workshop at Highlands United

Methodist Church. Lose your extra weight permanent-
ly by following God’s perfect will regarding food. The
8-week course costs $125 for the materials. Classes
are 6:15 p.m. Wednesday evenings. Call Sarah Cham-
bers at 200-0366 for more information.

Wednesday, June 6
• At CLE, “Darwin’s The Origin of Species” with

James Costa of the Highalnds Biological Station. At
the Performing Arts Center, from 10 a.m. to noon. $20
for members, $30 for nonmembers. Call 526-8811.

Thursday, June 7
• Come share your ideas for the design of the

new Pine Street Park at a public meeting held to gath-
er suggestions from the community about what kind of
activities it would like to see happen at the park, which
is located on the corner of Fifth and Pine Streets.  The
public meeting is being held at the Highlands Commu-
nity Center (next to the ball field, on the Cashiers Rd.)
at 5:30 pm.

• Zahner Conservation Lectures 2007, 7 p.m. at
The Highlands Nature Center: 930 Horse Cove Road.
A reception will follow this lecture Amphibian Conser-
vation: The Lost Years Between Metamorphosis and
Adulthood. Ray Semlitsch (Curators’ Professor, Uni-
versity of Missouri).

Friday -Sunday, June 9-11
• Contemporary Ballet Theatre of Savannah will

unveil “Dare to be Moved,” a dynamic, creative and
high-energy production with a large range of original
choreography at the Highlands Playhouse at 8 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. To
reserve tickets, call the box office at (828) 526-2695.

Saturday, June 9
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-

ate-to-strenuous 6-mile hike to Schoolhouse Falls and
Little Green Mountain in Panthertown Valley, with an
elevation change of 500 feet or more. Meet at the High-
lands Bank of America at 9:30 a.m. or the Cashiers
Wachovia Bank (in back) at 10 a.m. Drive 30 miles
round trip, returning 4-5 p.m. Bring a drink, lunch, and
wear sturdy comfortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20
people; reservations are required. Call leader Virginia
Talbot, 526-4904, for reservations or more information.
Visitors are welcome but no pets please.

• The Highlands Historical Society will hold an
Open House from 4-6 p.m. at the Highlands Historic
Village located adjacent to the Civic Center on High-
way 64 East. Everyone is invited to enjoy the Village,
refreshments, and twin dulcimer music by Balsam Gap.
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• UPCOMING EVENTS•

Ruby Cinemas

Playing June 1-7
(New Extended Hours)

Hwy. 441, Franklin
524-2076

PIRATES OF THE
CARIBBEAN:

AT WORLD’S END
rated PG-13

Mon - Fri (4), 5, 7, 8
Sat & Sun (1), (2), (4), 5, 7, 8

SHREK 3 rated PG
Mon - Fri: (4:10), 7:10, 9:10

Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:10), 7:10,
9:10

 SPIDER-MAN 3
rated PG-13

Mon - Fri: (4), 6:30, 9
Sat & Sun: (1:30), (4), 6:30, 9

• Three book signings at Cyrano’s Book Shop, at
390 Main Street. From 11-1 it’s Toni Meyers “I Heard it
on the Mountain, I Think I’ll Tell It;” from 2-4 p.m. it’s
James Costa “The Other Insect Socieites” & Brad
Sanders “Guide to William Bartram’s Travels.” and from
1-3 p.m. it’s Barbara Brown Taylor’s “Leaving Church.”

• Come get A Taste of Girl Scouting on 1-4 p.m.,
at the First Presbyterian Church in Tartan Hall and learn
how you can join the fun in Macon County. There will
be a craft, you will prepare and cook your own camp
snack, learn some fun songs and play some games.
Girls of all ages are invited and must attend with par-
ents or guardians. For more information, call Linda
Mitchell, 800 522-6280 ex 305.

• At the Highlands Nature Center. 4th Annual
“Salamander Meander” at the Highlands Nature Cen-
ter. 9 p.m, ages 7 – adult. Join herpetologists on a night
search to observe some of the area’s magnificent sala-
manders in the wild. Bring rain gear and a flashlight.
$5 per person, advanced registration required due to
limited space. Call 526-2623

Tuesday, June 12
• At CLE, “A Highlands Garden Trhough the Sea-

son and the Years” with Jodie Benson-Zahner of Chat-
tooga Gardens Nursery in Cashiers. At the Perform-
ing Arts Center. 10 a.m. to noon. $20 for members,
$30 for nonmembers. Call 526-8811.

Thursday, June 14
• Zahner Conservation Lectures 2007, 7 p.m. at

The Highlands Nature Center: 930 Horse Cove Road.
A reception will follow this lecture Letting the Land
Speak to Us. Kay Byer (Poet Laureate of North Caro-

lina).
• Summer Edventure Camp Parent Night.. All par-

ents who have enrolled children in the Summer Ed-
venture Camp are required to attend a mandatory
Parent Night at 7 p.m. in the Cartoogechaye School
gym. At this meeting, parents will be given more infor-
mation regarding the camp schedule, a camper shirt,
list of items your child will need to bring daily, and pro-
cedures and parental responsibilities. Parents are re-
minded that all tuition and birth certificates, immuniza-
tion records, health insurance information and photos
are due by Thursday, June 7th, at the Macon County
School Central Office located at 1202 Old Murphy
Road.  Macon County Schools reserves the right to
offer the summer Camper slot to other interested par-
ties on the waiting list if the full tuition is not received by
June 7th.  Registration fees are not refundable for any
reason.

Friday, June 15
• At CLE, “Philip Morseberger: Passion for Paint-

ing” at the Performing Arts Center from 10 a.m. to noon.
$20 for members. $30 for nonmembers. Call 526-8811.

Sat. & Sun., June 16 & 17
• Medicinal Plants of Summer Weekend Semi-

nar at the Foxfire Center, in Mountain City, GA. Semi-
nar times 10 a.m..to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Sunday. Cost for the weekend is $180. To
register, or for more information, call 706-746-5485 or
visit www.botanologos.com. On-site accommodations
are available.

Saturday, June 16
• Smoky Mountain Beekeepers will hold an ad-

vanced beekeeping school from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. fea-
turing Robin Mountain, president of the Kentucky Bee-
keepers Association. Basic bee biology and queen rear-
ing will be covered, and the session will include a hands-
on grafting session in the main gymnasium at SCC’s
Swain County Center, 60 Almond Road, off U.S. 19/
74 west of Bryson City. Lunch will be provided. The
charge is $10, payable by cash or check. Call the N.C.
Cooperative Extension Service by noon on June 14 at
586-4009 to register.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will offer two hikes
on the Georgia Bartram Trail near Clayton GA. The
first hike is a moderate 4-miles to Martin Creek Falls.
The second hike, for those who wish to continue, is an
8-mile strenuous hike, with a side trail up Pinnacle
Mountain for an outstanding view, with an elevation
change of 1800 feet. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Fran-
klin (opposite Burger King) at 9 a.m. or call leader for
an alternate meeting place. Drive 30 miles round trip.
Bring a drink, lunch, and wear sturdy comfortable
shoes. Hikes are limited to 20 people; reservations are
required. Call leader Doug Deane, 864-718-9265, for
reservations or more information. Visitors are welcome
but no pets please.

• The Nantahala Hiking will take a strenuous 8-9
mile hike to Windy Falls on the Horsepasture River, an
awesome, rarely visited waterfall, with the option of
exploring a small cave, 40 – 50 feet long, near the falls.
The elevation change is 600-700 feet; parts of the trail
are rough and unmaintained, definitely not for those
with health problems. Meet at the Cashiers Wachovia
Bank (in back) at 9:30 a.m. Drive 30 miles round trip.
Bring a drink, lunch, and wear sturdy comfortable
shoes. Hikes are limited to 20 people; reservations are
required. Call leaders Mike and Susan Kettles at 743-
1079, for reservations or more information. Visitors are
welcome but no pets please.

Sunday, June 17
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy 2-

mile hike on the Little Rock Branch Trail in the Stand-
ing Indian area. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin
(opposite Burger King) at 2 p.m. Bring a drink, a snack
if you wish, and wear sturdy comfortable shoes. Drive
28-miles round trip. Hikes are limited to 20 people; res-
ervations are required. Call leader Kay Coriell, 369-

6820, for reservations or more information. Visitors are
welcome, but no pets please.

Monday, June 18
• Wine Dinner at Wolfgang’s on Main at 6 p.m.

Featuring Domaine Serene Winery  with Michelle Far-
kas, East Coast Sales Manager. Call 526-3807.

Wednesday, June 20
• A partnership between The Village Green and

Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust brings a series of lec-
tures and outdoor experiences to the Cashiers Library
at 6:30 p.m. Peter Lundberg, commissioned sculptor
for the Village Green.

• 2007 Studio Dinner Series in artists’ creative
environments. Theme: High Up Down Under at Artist
Diane McPhail’s at 6 p.m. New Zealand cuisine ca-
tered by Let Holly Do the Cooking, wines by Highlands
Wine and Cheese, part of art sales to benefit High-
lands Community Child Development Center. Call
Summit One Gallery for reservations at 526-2673.

June 21-July 8
• At The Highlands Playhouse, Cole Porter’s “Kiss

Me Kate,” performed from June 21 through July 8. To
reserve tickets, call the box office at (828) 526-2695.

Thursday, June 21
• 2007 Studio Dinner Series in artists’ creative

environments. Theme: East of the Sun, West of the
Moon at Artist Rosemary Stiefel’s at 6 p.m. Euro-Asian
cuisine catered by Let Holly Do the Cooking, wines by
Highlands Wine and Cheese, part of art sales to ben-
efit the Highlands Land Trust. Call Summit One Gal-
lery for reservations at 526-2673.

• Zahner Conservation Lectures 2007, 7 p.m. at
The Highlands Nature Center: 930 Horse Cove Road.
A reception will follow this lecture Left Brain, Right Brain:
Plants in the Arts and Sciences. Peter White (Profes-
sor of Biology & Director of the North Carolina Botan-
ical Garden, UNC at Chapel Hill)

Saturday & Sunday, June 23  & 24
• Paws on Parade — a two-day-fun-filled sum-

mer event for the family and the family dog.  Paws on
Parade will be held Saturday, June 23, in Sapphire
Valley Resort. Family lunches will be available at the
Four Seasons Grill on the ski slopes. Any organization
or business who is dog-related and would like to have
a booth may call 743-1683

Saturday, June 23
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-

ate-to-strenuous 6-mile hike to the lower falls of Mid-
dlecreek. Hikers should bring along shoes (and a small
towel) to wade across the creek. Meet at 10:00 a.m. at
the first overlook on GA highway 246, about 5 miles
coming up from Dilliard toward Highlands. Drive 3-miles
round trip. Bring a drink, lunch, and wear sturdy com-
fortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20 people; reser-
vations are required. Call leader Virginia Talbot, 526-
4904, for reservations or more information. Visitors are
welcome but no pets please.

Tuesday, June 26
• “An Innocent Consequence”, a virtual journey

to Africa with Beth Moore as she shares her visit to the
Orphans of Kenya. Our Lady of the Mountains Catho-
lic Church, North Fifth Street, Highlands. If you like,
bring a dish to share at 5:30 p.m.  Slide presentation
begins at 6:15 p.m.

Wednesday, June 27
• “Owl Prowl” at the Highlands Nature Center.

7:30 p.m, all ages. In collaboration with the Highlands
Plateau Audubon Society. Come to our amphitheater
for a presentation by the Carolina Raptor Center fea-
turing live owls, then stay for a night hike to look for
owls in the wild. Bring your flashlight. Free, but contri-
butions to CRC are appreciated. Call 526-2623.

• At CLE, “Hand Papermaking” with Sara Mor-
gan Wingfield at her studio from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Meet at the Civic Center at 9 a.m. to carpool to
the studio. $25 for members. $35 for nonmembers.
Call 526-8811.

Thursday, June 28
• Lambert Bridge Vineyards Wine dinner at OEI’s

The Farm.Each dinner is $169 per person, inclusive of
tax and gratuity. Reception begins at 6 p.m. and guests
will be seated for dinner at 6:30 p.m. Seating is limited,
and advance reservations are required. Call 828-787-
2604.

• Zahner Conservation Lectures 2007, 7 p.m. at
The Highlands Nature Center: 930 Horse Cove Road.
A reception will follow this lecture What Has Been Lost;
What Must Be Saved: A Writer’s Views on Environ-
mental Issues in Southern Appalachia. Ron Rash (Au-
thor, James Still Award by the Fellowship of Southern
Writers 2005).

• At CLE, “How Highlands Works” with Town Ad-
ministrator Richard Betz at Town Hall from 10 a.m. to
noon. It’s Free. Call 526-8811.

Friday, June 29
• At CLE, “The Heiresses: American Royalty” with

Rick Hutto at the Performing Arts Center from 10 a.m.
to noon. $20 for members. $30 for nonmembers. Call
526-8811.

June 30-July7
• 2007 Highlands Show House at Tug Wa Ridge,

ca. 1920. All proceeds to benefit the children’s pro-
grams at Bascom-Louise Gallery, Carpe Diem Farms,
Cashiers-Highlands Humane Society, Community Care
Clinic of Highlands-Cashiers, Highlands Playhouse.
Hours are Mon-Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and noon-5 p.m.
on Sundays.

July 14
• At the Highlands Nature Center. “Snakes of the

Highlands Region” at the Highlands Nature Center. 7
– 8:30 pm, all ages. Come for an educational program
about local snake species featuring live animals. Learn
snake identification, natural histories, and common mis-
conceptions about them. $2 per person. Call 526-2623

June 30-July 31
• At Summit One Gallery at its new location on

South Second Street and Helen’s Barn Ave., exhibit
“Hudson River Valley School Revisited” featuring art-
ist Ron Williams.

Appalachian High kicks off its con-
cert series this Saturday, June 2 with
Cosy Sheridan at the Instant Theatre
Co. Studio on Main in Highlands.
Sheridan and her wryly insightful
songs have been showcased every-
where from Carnegie Hall to The Dr
Demento Show. She has been called
“one of the era’s finest and most
thoughtful singer/songwriters.”
Tickets are $25 and reservations are
strongly suggested. For more infor-
mation about the show or for reser-
vations call 828-342-9197. Cosy is
also presenting a songwriting work-
shop on Friday evening and Satur-
day day before her concert.

Saturday at ITC
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
Free Classified Ads for items
FOR SALE less than $1,000.

All other terms:
20 words for $5; $2 for
each 10-word increment.

Email copy to:
highlandseditor@aol.com

or FAX to 1-866-212-8913
Send check to:

Highlands’ Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT NEEDED –
Stephen L. Lucas CPA, PA has an opening for an
Administrative Assistant to support our growing pub-
lic accounting and business consulting practice
based in Highlands, N.C. Position responsibilities
would include receptionist and secretarial duties.
Qualified person would have good people skills,
practical computer experience including Microsoft
Word, Excel, Microsoft Outlook. For more informa-
tion and to schedule an interview, please call 828-
526-2399 or send or email a resume to: P.O. Box
1357, Highlands, NC, 28741,
bob.starkey@lucascpa.com

WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING FOR A PART
TIME TELLER AT OUR HIGHLANDS OFFICE! A
high school diploma or GED is required, in addition
to a minimum of 6 months of experience in a Teller
or other cash handling, sales position. Candidates
must have effective written and verbal communica-
tion skills, good computer skills, and a friendly, cour-
teous and professional demeanor. First Citizens
Bank offers excellent salaries and a comprehen-
sive benefits. program. Apply online at:
www.firstcitizens.com/careers.  Refer to the Job ID
# when applying.  EOE/AA

THE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
OF HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB is looking for
a utility/handyman to assist in maintaining the roads
including culvert cleaning, weed-eating, and trash
removal.  General handyman skills are also required
for minor home repairs. Seasonal/ part-time posi-
tion with flexible hours.  Great for semi-retired per-
son.  Call Sylvia at 526-8286 to schedule an inter-
view.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE FOREMAN
– for Highlands area company. Duties include over-
seeing and maintenance for high-end properties.
Chance to grow with company including bonuses
and retirement. (828) 526-8953.

LOCAL FINE DINING RESTAURANT seeks
full time prep/line cook and full time food runner/
servers’ assistant. Excellent work environment.
Competitive wages and benefits. To apply, call An-
drew or Marlene at 828-526-0354.

NICK’S RESTAURANT – Now open at new
location on Main Street, ttaking applications for wait-
staff lunch and dinner. Also lunch line cooks. Expe-
rience only. Call 526-2706.          6/7

SOCIAL WORKER AT HIGHLANDS-CASH-
IERS HOSPITAL AND FIDELIA ECKERD LIVING
CENTER. Full-time position, various days. Respon-

sibilities include the admission and discharge plan-
ning for the nursing home residents and the swing
bed patients, along with documentation to support
all state requirements. Bachelors degree required.
A minimum of 1 years experience in a long term
care or hospital setting preferred. Full benefits after
60 days. Pre-employment substance screening. Call
Mandy Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

STAFF RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGIST AT
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL. Full-time
position, 7pm to 7am with rotating schedule. Qual-
ified candidates must be registered by the ARRT or
be registry eligible. CT experience helpful. Full ben-
efits after 60 days. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Mandy Talley, 828-526-1301 or ap-
ply online at www.hchospital.org.

NUCLEAR MEDICINE TECH AT HIGH-
LANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL. Full-time, Mon-
day through Friday position. Must be ARRT certi-
fied. Previous experience preferred. Call rotation
required. Full benefits after 60 days. Pre-employ-
ment substance screening. Call Mandy Talley, 828-
526-1301 or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

FOOD SERVICE PRODUCTION SUPERVI-
SOR AT HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL
AND FIDELIA ECKERD LIVING CENTER. Full-
time position. Experience in institutional/food ser-
vice environment with     knowledge of therapeutic
diets, food safety and sanitation guidelines pre-
ferred. Good     communication, organizational, and
leadership skills a must. Full benefits after 60 days.
Pre-employment substance screening. Call Mandy
Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

HOUSEKEEPER AT HIGHLANDS-CASH-
IERS HOSPITAL AND FIDELIA ECKERD LIVING
CENTER. PRN and Full-    time position available.
Various days, alternate weekends. Responsibilities
include cleaning patient and non-patient care ar-
eas, linen service, waste removal, sharps contain-
er removal and adhering to Infection Control/Sani-
tation functions and maintenance. Full benefits af-
ter 60 days to full-time employees. Pre-employment
substance screening. Call Mandy Talley, 828-526-
1301 or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II IN ACUTE CARE. Full-time,
12 hour shifts. Our NEW WAGE SCALE for CNA’s
is $11.00 to $14.40 per hour, and you also receive
shift and weekend differentials. Full benefits after
60 days. Pre-employment substance screening. Call
Mandy Talley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

RN’S AT HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPI-
TAL AND FIDELIA ECKERD LIVING CENTER.
Full, Part-time and PRN positions available for 12
hour day and night shifts. Excellent wage scale,
with shift and weekend differentials. Full benefits
available after 60 days of full-time employment. We
are now offering part-time employees, working at
least 24 hours a week, medical insurance. Pre-em-
ployment screening required. Call Mandy Talley at
828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

COOKS AND DIETARY AIDES AT HIGH-
LANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL. Various shifts and
days available. Must be able to work weekends and
be able to read and speak English. Salary depends
on experience. Full benefits available after 60 days
of full-time employment. We are now offering part-
time employees, working at least 24 hours a week,
medical insurance. Pre-employment screening re-
quired. Call Mandy Talley at 828-526-1301 or apply

online at www.hchospital.org.
CNA OR CNA II We have available Full, Part-

time, and PRN positions at the Fidelia Eckerd Liv-
ing Center for day and night shifts. Our NEW WAGE
SCALE for CNA’s is $11 to $14.40 per hour, and
you also receive shift and weekend differentials.
Full benefits after 60 days to full-time employees.
We are now offering part-time employees, working
at least 24 hours a week, medical insurance. Pre-
employment substance screening. Call Mandy Tal-
ley, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

FOR  RENT

TWO-STORY APARTMENT FOR RENT ON
CHENEY LANE – 3 minutes from Highlands. One-
year lease agreement. Recent renovation. Fully fur-
nished. Two-bed, 2 baths; extra large closets. Kitch-
en with dishwasher and new Jenn-Aire cookstove;
many kitchen cabinets. Washer/dryer; dining area;
living room; cable and telephone connection. Na-
tive stone fireplace. $1,000 per month includes wa-
ter, sewer, electricity. Single-family. References re-
quired. No pets, no smoking. Call Jim at 1-770-
789-2489.

WAREHOUSE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR
RENT. 1,100 – 1,800 sq. ft. bays with large over-
head rolling doors. Rent is $500-$600 a month. Lo-
cated one mile from the crossroads in Cashiers off
107 S. For More information please call Josh Bar-
ber 828-743-0077.

NEW SPACES FOR LEASE IN HIGH TRAF-
FIC LOCATION – Lease now for the 2007 season
in Highlands Plaza. 600 sq ft – 8,000 sq ft available
in new lower level or 1,200 sq ft on main level near
Bryson’s. Call 864-630-0808 today to lease your
space in “The Most Visited Location In Highlands.”

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DREAM CABIN! 5
minutes from Highlands in Scaly Mtn. New appli-
ances, new carpet, with amazing view! Stone/Wood
Cabin with carport and separate workshop and won-
derful landscaped property! $825 per month. Annu-
al Lease. Call 423-894-9566

VACATION RENTAL – The Lodge on Mirror
Lake, fish or canoe from deck. Available weekly,
monthly, 3-day min. Call 828-342-2302.

BEAUTIFUL CHALET for you in downtown
Highlands. Two blocks off downtown Main St. Won-
derful wide porch for entertaining on Highlands
Creek. Beautiful new tongue-n-grove in kitchen and
bath. 2 bd/1full bath. 1500 sq ft with additional 900
sq ft basement for your office or storage needs.
Beautiful brand new furniture, new carpet, new wood
floors in kitchen. Fireplace. Awesome location. 1
year lease, negotiable. $1395. (772) 631-2602 or
(772) 919-2384.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

 LOT FOR SALE: Lot #8 Osage. This is al-
most 1 acre (.94+-acres). Lot has complete road
system, 10 gallon well and Macon County septic
permit. Don’t miss chance! Rocky Knob fees of
ONLY $100 a YEAR! Call Chris Gilbert Broker/Own-
er (828)421 3161. Reduced $109,000. Ready to
build.

LOTS  – Exclusive RiverRock, Tuckasegee
Village: 2.1 acre Lot 48, great building site, adjoins
horse farm. $364,900; and THE premier view Lot
34, best view lot development. $799,900 Call
HUTCH (706) 831-0892 owner/agent.

DEVELOPER CLOSE-OUT. Commercial pur-

chase/rental: Last unit! 2,300+-sq ft unit/NC 106.
Retail unit has 1,600+-sq ft on the main level with
hardwood floors/700sq ft loft. Unit has separate
meter, heat pump and 3ton A/C. Call Jim Tate (828)
371-0773.Owner/broker Chris Gilbert.Reduced to
$349,000 or rent to own.

FIX ‘R’ UPPER – 2,500 sq. ft home. 2-3 decks.
2-3 bed/baths. New furnance. Walk to hospital. In-
terior unfinished...must have imagination. Make of-
fer. Call 828-200-9333.

MOTOR COACH SITE – Private, luxury mo-
tor coach site available for purchase.  Downtown
Highlands.  Corner of Fifth St. and Chestnut St.
Gated, restricted.  Call 828-526-5333.

BY BUILDER – 4/3, new construction. Exec-
utive home. 1.5 acres, bordered by 2 creeks and a
pond in a new up-scale subdivision less than 5 min-
utes from downtown Franklin. $485K. Call 371-
3669.

ADORABLE 3 BR/2 BA COTTAGE with won-
derful mountain view. One mile from Main Street.
Highlands. $275,000. By Owner. For Appt. 828-526-
1085.

YARD SALE

SATURDAY, JUNE 2 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 22
Oak Street across from RBC Centura Bank. Kids
clothes, Beanies and lots more.

ITEMS FOR SALE

HOT POINT RANGE - very good condition
- self cleaning oven - $99; PORCH SWING - Solid
condition - $38; HP 1350 Three-in-one Printer/
Copier - in Box - $69. Call, 526-2713

QUEEN SLEEPER SOFA – matching chair,,
end tables & 2 lamps. $250. Call 526-3397.

CHINA CABINETS desk, rope-bed, trunk
framed artwork, quilts, and more. Call 828-526-
3836.

2003 AIRSTREAM TRAVEL TRAILER – 30'
Classic with rear island queen, walk-thru bath, and
dinette. Excellent condition, $45K. (828) 526-5939.

ANTIQUE BEAMS, FLOORING AND
STRUCTURES: Hand hewn beams in oak and
yellow pine. Beautiful material, large faces, $3.50-
$4 per board foot. Original, reclaimed white and
yellow pine flooring, random wide widths (6-16") $6/
board ft. Also selling entire log and timber frame
structures. 215-529-7637 (www.jcwoodworking.info)

BEAUTIFUL FLOORING: Wormy white oak
flooring, resawn, milled and ready to lay w/ t&g, 6-
12" widths, $8/sq. ft. 215-529-7637

CROSSBOW ULTRA MAX HOME GYM  by
Weider.  Full body workout w/ leg extension $175
.OBO. call: 828-200-0490 or 787-1515

EDD PRESNELL DULCIMER, CA. 1974. Call
828-349-9222.

ANTIQUE HAND-CARVED MAHOGANY
TWIN BEDS with pineapple finial cir. 1860s. Will
not separate. $1,000 for both. Call 787-1871.

RANGE, DISHWASHER AND REFRIGER-
ATOR – white, Kenmore. Like new. Call 828-342-
6838.

LOG CABIN KIT – 32 x 24 8 1/2 inch yellow
Pine logs. Walls only. $9,999. Call 526-0241.

KING BR SET (includes mattress/box spring,
frame, dresser, mirror, night stand, headboard) $450;
4 Firestone tires (LT225/75R16) good tread $125;
Ethan Allen Hutch $125; Queen mattress set (w/
frame) $175. Call: 526-2671.

TIME CLOCK, Acroprint Model 125, and time
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
cards. See Bob at SweeTreats, 526-9822.

BISTRO TABLES, 21" round (black and white), 2 black chairs.
(4 sets @ $125 per set).  See Bob at SweeTreats 526-9822.

DINING ROOM FURNITURE. Very nice. Rectangular with two
leaves 6 chairs, 2 with arms. Maple with upholstered seats. $326 all
inclusive. 864-972-8525 or cell 864-723-4101

SPA (FLORES 6-3 SERIES) – From Rec Warehouse, 6-8 seats
with 38 jets including a waterface and 4 shoulder jets. The size is 93”
x 93” x 41.25”. Brand new, still in containter. Original price $6,500, will
sell for $5,000. Can be seen at Long Transfer Company. Call Mariette
at 770-503-4433.

HILTI TE 805 DEMOLITION HAMMER. New. Case & 4 bits.
$500. 828-526-2700 or 828-421-7886

1958 ALBATROSETRAILER WITH COVER AND PORCH. Ma-
ple interior. Good condition. $1,000. Can be seen a Carolina Court.
526-5939.

JENNY LIND BABY BED –  light stain, excellent condition, mat-
tress, all linens, originally $375 asking $225. Call 526-0498.

SLEEPER SOFA – Neutral Plaid. Like New. $145. Call 864-
972-8525.

HEAVY BRASS ELECTRIC HANGING FIXTURE – Six green,
glass panels, 4 feet of matching chain. 22-inch diameter. $975. Call
526-1773.

SOLID DARK OAK DINETTE CABINET. 19"x64"x84".3 glass
windows on top. 3 drawers on bottom. 2 bottom doors with keys.
Imported from Belgium. Excellent condition. $1,500. Call 369-3250.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1997 LINCOLN TOWN CAR – white with every option. Call
Dan for details. Cell: 342-6640. Home: 526-2888.

1999 CAMARO – New tires, low mileage, 5-speed, 6-cylinder,
excellent condition. Call 828-369-3619.

2001 JAGUAR S-TYPE 4.0 – Excellent condition. 98K miles.
Still under warranty. $15,000. Call 828-243-6447.

ANTIQUE 1926 MODEL T FORD TOURING CAR – Fully re-
stored. Needs a new starter. Selling for health reasons. $15,000 but
will discount cost of starter and ignition work. Great car and lots of
fun. Call Horace Duncan at 526-3760.

2003 DODGE STRATUS – red exterior, gray interior, 30,000
miles, AM/FM cassette, A.C. PW, PS, PB, clean. $8,000 OBO 828-
526-3257.

1991 SUBURBAN 3/4 TON, 130K miles, 20K on Tranny, 350
V8, lift w/wheels & tires, good condition, never off-road, white/blue
$4350. Call 200-0013.

SERVICES

NEED YOUR HOME CLEANED? Call Charlotte at Letson En-
terprise for a free estimate. 828-369-9127 or Bill at 828-421-0971.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY -- THE REAL ESTATE BOOk –
North America’s largest and most successful “Homes For Sale” mag-
azine, is offering the chance to be an Independent Distributor of the
Cashiers-Highlands area. This market meets the criteria of our 400
successful territories. Comprehensive training, on-going support help
ensure success. Candidate should possess strong sales skills, cus-
tomer support and follow-up. No franchise fees or royalties. Initial
start-up and working capital required. Contact Tar Truitt at 770-962-
7220, ext. 24608 or email ttruitt@trcb.com for more information.

PERSONAL COMPANION/CAREGIVER Whatever your needs
may be we can help. References available (828)421-5940,(828) 399-
1749.

PERSONAL CARETAKER – Run errands, clean house, buy
groceries, Transport to appointments. References available. Call Cher-
yl. 828-421-6685.

FIVE STAR CLEANING & MAINTENANCE – Light and detail
cleaning, concierge services, openings and closings, grocery shop-
ping, personal shopping, personal chef and table service, house re-
pairs, improvements: lighting, plumbing, fixtures, tile, drywall repairs
and more. Call 828-332-7201.

D.P. PAINTING & PRESSURE WASHING – Interior and exteri-
or painting. Quality Work. References. In business since 1984. Den-
nis Perkins. 526-3542 or 371-2277.

YARD WORK & PRESSURE WASHING – Yard and property
maintenance. Pressure Washing and odd jobs. Call Bruce at 828-
369-3168 or 828 371-2766. 8/18

H & D HOUSE CLEANERS  – We’re the team for minor cleans.
Dishes, bed, floors, & baths. Give us a call  ‘cause we are the Best!”
706-982-1994 or 706-782-0376

SCOTTS CONSTRUCTION ‘ME FIX IT’ – Decks, roofs, pres-
sure washing, painting, lawn service, small electrical, floors, carpet
cleaning, house cleaning! No job too small. 30 yrs. exp. Call David at

Runaround
Sue

Pet Sitting
• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@aol.com

526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

Anthony
828-369-0172

Carpet Cleaning Extraction &
Carpet Installation

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•

Edwards
Electrical Service

Franklin Road
828-526-5147

Designs & Builds Additions &
Renovations, Unique Kitchens & Baths

Furniture

Blue Valley Woodworks
828-526-0705

Timeless Timber Frame Co.
is taking orders for vintage timber frame barns
to be used in residential home construction,

complete original  or one of a kind custom cut
frames. phone 1-877-328-6531 or visit us on

the web at www.timelesstimberframe.com

828-369-5886 or 828-347-5051.
C&C CONTRACTING – WE GET IT DONE — SMALL OR

LARGE – Remodeling, decks, doors, windows or the whole house!
Call Art Doughty at 828-508-1360 Workmen’s Comp, General Liabil-
ity, References

HIGHLANDS SHUTTLE SERVICE – Atlanta Airport Shuttle.
Drive - Away •  Auto Delivery. All Out-of-Town Trips Driving Services.
Call 526-8078.

Summer Pilates Classes
Mondays & Wednesdays

$10 per class.
Locatd on Level 1 of the
Jane Woodruff Clinic at

Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital.

Call 526-5852.
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SimsValleyI N T RO D U C I N G

64 64Cashiers

Highlands

Sapphire
Valley

Lake
Glenville

SimsValleyNC.com
888-376-836 4 • 828-743-2288

Yo u  Ca n  N ow  Co m e  L i ve  a t  Yo u r  I d ea l  M o u n ta i n  Re t rea t
Spending quality time with loved ones is what it’s all about at Sims Valley. This distinctive high valley 

mountain community of only 67 homes on more than 240 acres offers gated security, enhanced 
views and unique investment protection. It’s the perfect family retreat.

We’re completely private, yet ideally located in the exclusive Cashiers/Highlands region of Western North 
Carolina and only minutes from beautiful 1,500 acre Lake Glenville. Here you can live either full time or just for your

favorite seasons – fully enjoying the pristine forests, lakes and fabulous waterfalls of the surrounding area.

Sims Valley is an old fashioned homestead, restored to a new level of excellence. It’s a place where you 
can spend treasured time with the people who you care most about.

Homesite prices start at $200,000. Sims Valley is one place you must see if you are considering a 
mountain home in the Cashiers/Highlands area. Call for a visit.



Solution to #AN4D in the May 17 paper

• POLICE & FIRE •

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged in three

layers with 9 numbers each. These numbers are arranged in a spe-
cial pattern: For each layer, the sum of the three numbers in each
row, column or diagonal, is 3 times its center number. Eight diagonals
connect all 3 layers by running through the center number of the
middle layer. Each diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling the total of
the three center numbers. One of the diagonals is shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and two other

numbers. Now pour a cup of coffee, pick up a pencil and eraser and
try to figure out where the other 22 numbers belong. Good Luck!

The first correct solution emailed earns a coupon for a FREE
cup of coffee from Buck’s Coffee Cafe on Main Street.

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com

The following is the Highlands Police Dept. log entries for the
week of May 22-30. Only the names of persons arrested or public offi-
cials have been used.

May 22
• At 3:30 p.m., a motorist at Cobb and N.C. 106 was cited for driving

without a license.
May 24

• At 11:30 a.m., a motorist at U.S. 64 and Webbmont Road was cited
for driving without a license..

• At 11:48 a.m., officers responded to a two-car accident on U.S. 64.
May 25

• A motorist at N. 4th and Church streets was cited for speeding 41
mph in a 25 zone.

• A motorist at Hicks and Billy Cabin roads was cited for speeding 45
mph in a 25 zone.

May 26
• At 6:16 a.m., a motorist at 4th and Main streets was cited for speed-

ing 37 mph in a 20 zone.
• At 9:10 a.m., a motorist at Cobb Road and N.C. 106 was cited for

driving with an expired registration.
• At 11 a.m., a resident reported the unauthorized use of a credit card.
• At 2 p.m., a motorist a 3rd and Main streets was cited for failing to

yield the right of way to a pedestrian in a crosswalk which was clearly marked
as such.

May 27
• At 1:05 p.m., Seth Carnes, 26, of Highlands, was arrested for DWI at

Cherokee and N.C. 106 when he was stopped for driving with an expired
registration.

May 28
• At 12:15 p.m., a wooden bear valued at $1,329 was reported stolen

from in front of The Bird Barn.
• At 11:15 a.m., two drivers at N.C. 106 and Buttermilk Road were cited

for driving with expired registrations.
May 29

• At 11 a.m., a motorist was cited for driving with an expired registration
at Laurel and U.S. 64 east.

The following is the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries for
the weeks of May 23-28

May 23
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at a

residence on Cherokee Drive. The patient was taken to the hospital.
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at a
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#AN4E
PseudoCube©

• RE TRANSACTIONS • plex social behavior. The esteemed science journal Nature
called Dr. Costa’s writing “scholarly enough to appeal to
professionals, yet it is accessible enough to enlighten any
interested reader. His book gives the ‘other insect societies’
well-deserved time in the spotlight.” Nature also praised
the book’s “stunning color photographs,” and the distin-
guished scientist Edmund O. Wilson—whose commen-
taries appear in “The Other Insect Societies”—says it is a
“marvelously researched and comprehensive work.”

Like Dr. Costa, Brad Sanders will give a talk this week-
end at the Cashiers Historical Society’s William Bartram
Symposium. In late spring 1775, when Bartram journeyed
through what is now Macon County, he noted that the
ridges “veiled in blue mists, sublimely mount aloft, [while
others] with yet greater majesty lift up their pompous crests
and overlook vast regions.” Mr. Sanders spent eight years
compiling his “Guide to William Bartram’s Travels,” which
The Wall Street Journal declared “a delightful compliment
to Bartram’s own book, with maps, a detailed itinerary
and enchanting local history” that trace Bartram’s routes
through the Carolinas, Georgia, Florida, Alabama and the
Gulf Coast and list every historical site and museum asso-
ciated with Bartram or his time—a sort of Michelin Blue
Guide to the colonial southeast. History buffs should have
it on their car seat right next to the road atlas. Mr. Sanders
and Dr. Costa will sign their books from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 2.

Cyrano’s Bookshop is located at 390 Main Street in
Highlands, North Carolina. Books can be reserved for au-
tographing by calling (828) 526-5488 or sending an e-
mail to cyranos@nctv.com; to learn more about our store
please visit www.cyranosbookshop.com.

... CYRANO’S from page 21

residence on Dillard Road. The patient was taken to the hospital.
• The dept. responded to an alarm on Spring Street. It was false.
• The dept. responded to an alarm at The Rib Shack which was set off

by workers.
May 24

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at a
residence on Pine Point. There was no transfer.

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at a
residence on Garnett Rock Trail. There was no transport.

May 25
• The dept. responded to an alarm at Overlook Villas. It was false.

May 26
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at a

residence on S. 2nd. Street. There was no transport.
• The dept. responded to an accident at the intersection of Third and

Main streets where a motorist hit four pedestrians in a crosswalk. They were
transported to the hospital.

May 27
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at

Lake Villas. The patient was transported to the hospital.
• The dept. responded to a fire at a residence on Shadow Creek Lane

where a gas grill caught on fire and burned the deck and part of the house.

• 0502182, WATKINS, J WILLIAM 403 DUNWOODY LANE HOLLY-
WOOD, FL 33021, 14 UNIT 601 BLDG 6 COND 1 HIGHLANDS MT CLUB,
05-16-07, 0.0200, $0.00, $50,000., $232,310., WATKINS, J WILLIAM &
WATKINS, RUTH

• 0504548, HENNING, RANDOLPH H 2603 PEACHTREE RD AT-
LANTA, GA 30305, 449 CENTER DRIVE GREENWOOD FOREST, 05-16-
07, 0.5700, $850.00, $248,980., $177,430., HELLER, ARTHUR W &
HELLER, VICKI

• 0503059, JACKSON, SUZANNE FOLEY 1108 OSAGE AVENUE
WEST COLUMBIA, SC 29169, 14 WALHALLA RD,
05-24-07, 0.5600, $127,410., $164,680., FOLEY, FLORENCE SAUSSY

• 0521707, STOWERS, JOHN W JR 1631 EAST FAIRVIEW AVE-
NUE MONTGOMERY, AL 36106, 101 STONEY CREEK CIRCLE, 05-16-
07, 1.0, $1,060.00, $170,000., $372,860., LK PARTNERS INC & MOSS-
LANDS INC

• 0500380, YEARGIN, ROBERT H TRUSTEE 115 EDINBURG COURT
GREENVILLE, SC 29607, 317 SPRUCE LANE HLDS FALLS, 05-18-07,
0.8300, $0.00, $148,580., $433,420., YEARGIN, ROBERT H & YEARGIN,
MARY ELLEN

•  0619261, PUGH FAMILY LP 2434 BASIN DRIVE GAINESVILLE,
GA 30506, LOT 21 LOIS PURDIN PROP,
05-17-07, 1.1900, $0.00, $24,540., $0., PUGH, JAMES H

• 0637206, PUGH FAMILY LP 2434 BASIN DRIVE GAINESVILLE,
GA 30506, LOT 23 LOIS PURDIN PROP,
05-17-07, 0.2200, $0.00, $10,830., $0., PUGH, JAMES H

• 0619262, PUGH FAMILY LP 2434 BASIN DRIVE GAINESVILLE,
GA 30506, LOT 22 LOIS PURDIN PROP,
05-17-07, 1.0800, $0.00, $24,540., $0., PUGH, JAMES H

Parcel Id, Grantee Name, Address, Property Description, Date,
Acreage, Stamps, Land Val, Build Val, Grantor Name

Divide the revenue stamp amount by two, and multiply by 1000 to
get the sale price.

was a teacher and coach in South Carolina from 1985-
1999; assistant principal at Newberry Middle School in
Newberry, S.C. from 2001-2004 and a biology teacher at
Newberry High School from 2004-2006. He also taught at
Walhalla, S.C.

Pat Davis has been named Director of Testing & Ac-
countability.  She currently serves as assistant principal at
Macon Middle School.

Carol Waldroop will be returning to the district level
as K-5 Curriculum Director effective July 1, 2007.  Wal-
droop currently serves as principal of Cartoogechaye Ele-
mentary School. Both will assume their new responsibili-
ties July 1, 2007.

In related news, Highlands School second grade teacher
Melanie Miller has been named “Teacher of the Year” by
her peers. She is one of 11 Macon County teachers who
will be considered for the coveted “Macon County Teacher
of the Year” later this month.

... PRINCIPAL from page 1

amounts. Interest on investments in all funds are also ex-
pected to exceed budget due to improved local rates on
Certificates of Deposit – the average rate is just over 5.25%.

The revenue neutral property tax rate would be 12.5%.
This rate would generate $2.2 million in revenue, the same
amount projected to be generated from last year’s 19% rate.

Betz said each year utility rates are analyzed to see if
revenues will meet or exceed expenses. The town’s two en-
terprise funds – the water/sewer fund and the electric fund
are considered business enterprises where the cost of pro-
viding services is financed through user charges. Betz said
those funds are healthy and a rate increase is not expected
for electricity or water/sewer.

Upcoming capital projects include removing silt from
the Big Creek arm of Lake Sequoyah estimated at $300,000;
the first phase of the Harris Lake Drainage Basin project
which will extend sewer to about 100 homes in the Harris
Lake, Sunset Hills, and Satulah Mountain areas to elimi-
nate suspected leaking of inadequate septic systems; bud-
get requests from nonprofits of $52,695; $100,000 for the
Greenway Project; $100,000 for utility pole changeouts; and
various expenditures throughout various departments for
personnel, equipment including vehicles.

The town’s fund balances are hefty, “ Healthy and way
over what is required by the state, but necessary to main-
tain when  significant emergency expenditures due to storm
damage is a possibility.” said Betz.

... BUDGET from page 1
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