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• Inside •

Weekend Weather:

Gorge Road tractor-trailer
near misses continue

Tractor-trailer trucks aren’t allowed on the Gorge Road
unless they are making a delivery in Highlands. Yet, acci-
dents and near misses continue. See story page 14.

Photo by Megan Lewicki

Experiencing a meeting of the
Macon County Commission and
the Town Board of Highlands is
like witnessing a dysfunctional
family try to communicate.

At a dinner meeting between
the two boards held at the Boiler
Room in Franklin last Thursday
night, discourse which was easy
during the small-talk phase, be-
came increasingly strained as the
evening progressed with Commis-
sioner Herb James walking out of
the meeting.

On the agenda were two is-
sues: county funding of High-
lands’ recreation department and
construction of the municipal sol-
id waste transfer station at the land
fill on Rich Gap Road in High-
lands.

In a nutshell, neither side
knew the whole story about any-
thing – different commissioners
on both boards knew pieces of is-
sues which made communication
and arriving at a consensus diffi-
cult.

County-operated recreation
The never-ending story about

Highlands’ recreation funding
came up as usual. Now into the
second quarter of the 2007-2008
fiscal year, the Town Baord want-
ed to know if the county was plan-
ning on sending all or a portion
of the $500,000 typically sent.

With County Attorney Lesley
Moxley on board, a legal contract
delineating the county’s and the
town’s fiscal relationship concern-

Boards try
to talk
things out

•See TALK page 6

Though the concept of a
Greenway Trail through High-
lands has been accepted by the
Town Board, the realization of the
trail is far from finalized.

To construct a walking trail
through a municipality, ordinanc-
es must be adopted to protect both
the Greenway and the property
rights of those whose property the
trail crosses.

That’s the latest issue before
the Planning Board.

At the Monday, Oct. 8 meet-
ing, members heard from Green-
way Trail board member Hillrie
Quin and UNC-Chapel Hill in-
tern Brian Levo concerning pro-
posed amendments to the zoning
ordinance concerning greenways.

The amendments mainly
concern property setbacks and
built-upon ratios that could be
affected depending on whether
property is donated to the Green-
way or considered a dedicated
easement.

Regardless of whether an ease-
ment or a donation, Quin said all
Greenway Trail property would be
dedicated to the town.

He also said a donation

Greenway
right of way
discussed

•See GREENWAY page 19

The county’s sedimentation
and erosion ordinance is finally
on the books.

At the Oct. 8 Macon County
Commission meeting, commis-
sioners adopted the ordinance
which was presented at the Sep-
tember meeting but sent back to
the county planning officials for
tweaking.

“We’ve cleaned up the lan-
guage and made it easier for the
public, the contractor and the of-
ficer to understand,” said Matt
Mason, Macon County Erosion
Control officer who presented the
changes for Macon County Codes
Administrator Jack Morgan who

was absent.
In a letter to the board Mor-

gan wrote, “This is easy to read and
understand, much more than our
existing ordinance. I think most
Macon County contractors will
agree with us in making this state-
ment. Being easier to read and
understand will make a lot of the
areas in the existing ordinance that
appear as “grey zones” easier to
interpret.”

Foremost, the reference to
“Approved Contractors” has been
removed from the ordinance be-
cause labeling them as such gave
the appearance to the public that

•See EROSION page 27

County’s erosion ordinance final

•See PARKING page 16

The restaurant parking issue
just won’t die.

At the Oct. 10 Zoning Board
meeting, Carter Bruns, owner of
Wild Thyme Gourmet on Caro-
lina Way, requested a Special Use
Permit (SUP) to legalize his seat-
to-parking ratio in the restaurant.

“I lost spots when Macon

Bank built the new building so I
made arrangements to replace the
spots,” said Bruns. “I replaced all,
plus two on the new Macon Bank
property and I was under the im-
pression that I replaced two more
than I lost.”

Wild Thyme is one of the
three restaurants in town with

grandfathered allowances to uti-
lize off-site parking to satisfy park-
ing requirements. The others are
Fresser’s Eatery and Don Leon’s
Café. However, the zoning ordi-
nance was amended to disallow
off-site parking for the purposes
of satisfying parking require-

Restaurant parking plagues ZB
On-going
• Auctions at Scudder’s Galleries Mon-

day-Saturday at 8 p.m. Viewing from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. 352 Main St.

• Live music every night at 7:30 p.m.
and during brunch on Sunday at ...on the
Verandah restaurant.

• Live music at Fressers in Helen’s Barn
with Cy Timmons Wed-Sat 6 p.m. until.

• Hal Philips at the piano at Skyline
Lodge and Restaurant on Flat Mountain
Road Fri. & Sat. at 6 p.m.

• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park, 4-5
p.m., Mon, Wed, Thur. $5 per class.

•  At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital, various exercise classes. Call
Jeanette Fisher at 828-526-1FIT.

Every Monday
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec

Park. $3 per person.
Every Wednesday
• “The Bible Tells Me So” at 6:15 p.m.

at the Highlands United Methodist Church.
Every Thursday
• At Main Street Inn, Lisa Price piano

and vocals in the wine bar 6-9 p.m.
• Women’s Bible Study at 9:30 am -

11:45 am at Community Bible Church.
Every Saturday
• Live music at Cyprus Restaurant in

the Dillard Village Shopping Center at 9:30
p.m. $10 cover.

Thurs.-Sunday, Oct. 11-14
• Broadway Melodies at the Playhouse.

Thurs-Sun. Call 526-2695.
Friday & Saturday, Oct. 12-13
• Folk Art craft show “Don’t Count Your

Chickens” 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Highlands
Community Center on U.S. 64 east.

Friday-Sunday, Oct. 12-14
• At Acorn’s, Mary Louise/Bijoux de Mer

Trunk Show.
Friday, Oct 12
• At Cyrano’s Bookshop from 3-5- p.m.,

Stephanie Burt Williams will sign “Haunted
Hills: Ghosts and Legends of Highlands and
Cashiers, North Carolina” from 3-5 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 13
• At Cyrano’s Bookshop from noon to

3 p.m. Sandra Brown will sign “Play Dirty,”
from 3:30-5 p.m. Ann Sharpsteen will sign “I
Walked the Line” the autobiography of the
late Vivian Cash.

• Yard Sale at Highlands School to ben-
efit the Junior-Senior Prom.

• At Main Street Inn and Cyrano’s Book-
shop, Dinner and Walking Ghost Tour, Res-
ervations required. Call 828-5626-2590 or
800-213-9142.

• 25th Annual Highlands Arts & Crafts
Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Highlands Civ-
ic Center.

• JMCA Fall Forest Fest. Call 526-9938
ext. 320 to reserve your table for a night of
great food, fun, door prizes, raffles and en-
tertainment at at HFCC.

Sunday, Oct. 14
• At Cyrzano’s Bookshop, Jim Melvin

will sign1-3 p.m. “The Pit” from 1-3 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 16
• Leadership Highlands is sponsoring

a “Candidate’s Forum” at the Highlands Com-
munity Center from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
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Dear Editor,
I want to thank you for printing the

“Spiritually Speaking” article in the Sept.
13 edition of Highlands’ Newspaper, by
Rev. Sam Forrester of Whiteside Presbyte-
rian Church. People at Community Bible
Church noticed the article; in agreement.

We hope you didn’t get  negative let-
ters.

The subject isn’t intended to, nor
does it make second-class citizens of our
wives.

The message is to put the burden on
us husbands to be responsible heads of
the family to insure that our wives and
families are properly taken care of and
that our children (especially sons) are
guided in the right direction.
Daughters need direction, too, but usual-
ly don’t create the problems sons do.

Unfortunately, too many families to-
day do not have a husband/father to pro-
vide that direction and our society is
suffering. Many less responsible, newspa-
pers would not have published the article,
but you are commended in doing so.
Thank you,.

Walter Stumpff
Highlands

Forrester’s column
rightly assigns
responsiblity to

husbands and sons

Dear Editor,
I would like to thank Colette Clark

for her response in Highlands’
Newspaper to Ms. Brugger’s diatribe on
“Soldier Gods” in the Sept. 27 issue. She
expressed my feelings very well and those
of many others.

For one who “stayed away from
politics,” Ms. Brugger certainly espouses
the liberal view of military history and
politics. We hope she will refrain from
writing about things she admits she
knows nothing about.

I had not heard our military
members referred to as “Soldier Gods”
until the offensive New York Times ad
controversy and Ms. Brugger’s fear of a
military takeover of our government
(whose system she claims to be disgusted
with). I’m curious t know what country
she thinks has a better system

Jolene Niblack
A military wife in Highlands

Dear Editor
On the November 6 ballot is a bond

referendum which includes $3 million to
build a new library for the Highlands
community.  Passing this bond issue will
enable the county to build a new library
facility that will be owned by the county. 
The new library will continue to operate
as part of the Fontana Regional Library
system, as does the present library.  While
land for the project is not included in the
bond initiative, Macon County Manager,
Sam Greenwood, recently wrote that:
“…the Macon County Board of
Commissioners understands its full
commitment to the full project including
land purchase whenever a site is approved
plus additional operating expenses
whenever the project is completed.”

The Board of Trustees of the Hudson
Library strongly urges all citizens to vote
“Yes” on November 6 for the bond
initiative that will enable the county to
build Highlands a new library building
designed to meet its future needs.

The Hudson Library, founded in
1884, is one of the oldest public libraries
in the state of North Carolina.  For most
of its history the Hudson Library operated
as an independent community library
and even though it now operates as part
of the Fontana Regional Library system, it
still maintains some independence.  The
library building and the book and media
collection housed within it are owned by
Hudson Library, Incorporated and a
board of trustees supports the library’s
activities and raises funds for virtually all
book and media purchases.

It has been obvious for some time
that the Hudson Library needs more
room.  The library’s collection and
services have become more diverse with
each year and space is at such a premium
that adding to the collection often
requires that older items be “retired.” 
Interior space is cramped and consumed
by books (regular and large print),
magazines, and newspapers, the many
formats of video and recorded books,
computers for local use and internet
access, quiet space for reading and
research, the children’s reading and
activity area, offices and work area, and
public restrooms.

For more than 20 years the library
has shared its building with the Bascom-

•See LETTERS page 43

The reasons behind
a ‘yes’ vote for

Highlands Library

Our soldiers
deserve better
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Mattie Louise Stiwinter
Mattie Louise Stiwinter, age 75, of Franklin, NC died Friday, October 5, 2007 at

her daughter’s residence in Jefferson, GA. She was a native of Macon County, the
daughter of the late John Wesley and Vergie McLean Fore. She was married to the late
Lloyd George Stiwinter who died in 2003. She was a homemaker and a member of
Walnut Creek Baptist Church. She was a lifelong resident of Walnut Creek.

She is survived by two daughters, Hattie Bosworth and husband, Jack of Highlands,
NC, Diane Collins and husband, Chris of Jefferson, GA; three sons, Grady Stiwinter
and wife, Muriel and Willard Stiwinter and wife Cindy all of Franklin, NC, Teddy
Ray Stiwinter and wife Ann of Lula, GA.; one brother, Clyde Fore of Hollister,
California. Twenty-four grandchildren, fourty-three great-grandchildren, and six great-
great grandchildren also survive. She was preceded in death by two daughters, Gloria
Webb and Judy Stiwinter and two sons, Ronnie and Doyle Stiwinter, three sisters,
Helen Eubanks, Virginia Fore and Irene Cox; three brothers, Clifford, John Eldon
and Esco Fore.

Funeral services were held at 1 p.m. Monday in the Chapel of Bryant Funeral
Home with Rev. Steve Ford and Rev. Jackie Bosworth officiating. Burial will be in the
Strain Cemetery. The grandchildren will serve as pallbearers.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Strain Cemetery Fund,c/o
Sharon Hunt, 4386 Walnut Creek Road, Franklin, NC 28744.Bryant Funeral Home
is in charge of arrangements.

Connie Jenkins
Connie Jenkins, age 69 of Highlands, NC died Saturday, Oct.6, 2007 at her

residence. She was a native of Macon County, the daughter of the late Harry and
Lillian Webb Baty. She was a homemaker and was a seamstress.

She is survived by her husband of 53 years, Junior Jenkins, four daughters, Ann
Jenkins, Cindy Carver and her husband David of Highlands, NC, Angela Passmore
and her husband, Tony of Sylva, NC and Holly Higgs and her husband, Regan of
Highlands, NC; two sons, Robert Jenkins and Bobby Jenkins and his wife, Brenda of
Highlands, NC; one sister, Judy Deal of Highlands, NC; four brothers, Robert Baty of
Franklin, NC, Roy Lee Baty and Roger Baty of Highlands, NC, Carl Baty of
Westminister, SC. Sixteen grandchildren and 18 great-great grandchildren also survive.
She was preceded in death by a daughter, Shirley Webb.

Graveside services were held Tuesday, Oct. 9 at 2 p.m. at Miller Cemetery with
Rev. Jeff Houston officiating. Sam Jenkins, Jimmy Jenkins, Justin Passmore, William
Passmore, Wayne Carver, Cory Baldwin, Roy Baty Fredrick Webb and Freddie Webb
will serve as pallbearers.

Bryant Funeal Home is in charge of arrangements.

Harriet “Frissy” McKnight Peden
Harriet “Frissy” McKnight Peden was born in Conway, South Carolina, on August

16, 1944. She died on Oct. 5, 2007. Her parents were Dr. Robert Ross McKnight, Jr.
and Harriet Frierson McKnight. She was a graduate at the University of Georgia in
special education. Until Frissy was diagnosed with MS in 1982, she taught hearing
impaired children in Augusta, GA. She was preceded in death by her brother, Robert
Ross McKnight, III and sister, Jacqueline McKnight Hatcher. She is survived by her
husband, W. Creighton Peden; son, Paul Taylor York and granddaughter, Kylie Shea
York, of Augusta, GA; brother, Philip Taylor McKnight of Atlanta, GA; a sister, Robin
McKnight Armstrong, of Eagle River, Alaska; step-daughter Lisa Peden Patzer,
grandchildren, Tyler Mark Patzer and Laci Rose Patzer of Atlanta, GA; and step-
daughter, Elaine Peden Foster, and grandsons Jason Hollis Foster and Beau Peden
Foster of Atlanta, GA.

Frissy and Creighton moved to Highlands in 1990, for the purpose of developing
the Highlands Institute for American Religious and Philosophical Thought. For many
years, Frissy was subscription manager of the American Journal of Theology & Philosophy,
which is the official journal of HIARPT. She also was the photographic historian for
HIARPT. For the past sixteen years, Frissy has served as a volunteer at Head Start in
Highlands.

A memorial service will be held at Bryant Funeral Home in Highlands, on Oct.
13, at 1 p.m. In place of flowers, contributions may be made to the American Journal
of Theology & Philosophy (P. O. Box 2009, Highlands, NC 28741) or to The National
Multiple Sclerosis Society (P. O. Box, 4527, New York, NY 10163 or at www.frissy.org).
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• LAUGHINGAT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback
is encouraged!

email:
askfredanything@aol.com

No, no, no, I know
what you’re think
ing! You are bad,

bad readers. This is not
about that….but it could
be. After all, I am a quar-
ter-inch shorter in height
than 10 years ago. My
muscular arms have
shrunk to mush since I
left Highlands’ cliffs and
my six-pack abs have been
replaced by the six-pack
in the frig. Also, my brain
is shrinking as I continue
to kill off brain cells with
yummy red wine. In fact,
the only thing on me that
isn’t shrinking is my gut. Nature is
sooooo cruel.

A friend recently gave me a book ti-
tled “Age doesn’t matter unless you’re a
cheese.” It’s a fun book full of short
quips that reminded me that none of us
are getting out of this alive. Everything
just keeps shrinking until you eventual-
ly wind up in an urn. This, of course, is
the end shrink. Since there’s nothing I
can do about it, I have decided not to
worry and just shrink away.

Actually, the shrinking I was refer-
ring to was my ability to live in the
manner to which I am accustomed. I
am one of millions of retired Americans
living on a fixed income. For those
lucky spermers who have never worked
and have money flowing in from many
sources, like dead Uncle Ted’s trust
fund, let me tell you that fixed income
means you’re getting the same bucks
this year as you did last year….and the
year before.

Fixed income from a pension is
good though when you consider I
didn’t do a lick of work all year to get it.
But inflation is eating away and that
translates into my income shrinking
even though it isn’t. Like millions of
American welfare recipients sitting
around on their butts all day doing
nothing, I am allergic to work. I depend
on immigrants to do the really hard
stuff, like vacuuming and cleaning the
toilet.

But the immigrant doing my vacu-
uming and toilet swish is not on a fixed
income because, each year, she asks for
more money to do the same work and
her income grows and mine shrinks.
Eventually I will not be able to afford
her and I will be doing her vacuuming,
unless, of course, I croak first; a puzzle-

ment. Did I mention I
don’t do toilets?

Shortly after my re-
tirement, I sat down with
a financial planner to
help me figure out how to
comfortably survive for
the rest of my life. Finan-
cial planners are people
who pocket huge sums of
your fixed income and
then tell you that if you
live to be 70, you will be
broke and have to go back
to work. I will never for-
get his parting words as I
left his office. “If you plan
well, the last check you

write from your death bed should
bounce.” My kids cringe when I tell
them that.

My fear is that our country will re-
turn to the Jimmy Carter era when 18%
inflation meant less food in the pantry
for my three li’l kids. Fortunately my
kids are grown and a return to high in-
flation would mean my wine and travel
budget would shrink. Right now, that’s
more important than my kids eating.

Here’s my dilemma. I come from a
long line of geezer genes. All my rela-
tives lived until their late 80s and early
90s.

Unless I am struck by lightning or
shot by a reader, I could be around for
a while. That’s my good news.

My bad news is that I have to figure
out how to live in the manner I am ac-
customed until I croak. I won’t be able
to work because all my skills are young
people skills. How funny is a 70-year-
old cop? Or how about if you were to
show up for your rappel lesson and find
your instructor is 87 with a cane?

Because I only have young people
skills, one friend suggested I become a
politician but I can’t because of strict
moral codes; mine, not theirs.

I have a solution but hate to stoop
this low. I know a guy in Miami who
spends his days standing at a busy I-95
exit ramp with a sign that says, “Why
lie? I need a drink.” He’s knocking
down about 300 tax free bucks a day
and he doesn’t even drink. Hmmmm,
ya think that would work at 4th and
Main Street?

Going home? Read Fred’s column all
year at:

http://www.highlandsinfo.com/
newspaperdownload.htm

Everything I have is shrinking
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The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a Highlands home of your own?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a lot, parcel or acreage in the Highlands area?

Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS
Want a vacation rental in the mountains?
Call The Chambers Agency, REALTORS

VACATION  RENTALS
You can check home availability and BOOK ONLINE

with our secure server.
FOR SALE – You can read important facts and informa-
tion on our listings – contact us and we can send you

info on ANY listing. Call 526-3717 • 401 N. Fifth Streetinfo@chambersagency.net
www.chambersagency.net

“Rooms & Cabins with a View”

Rock Fireplaces, Private
Balconies, 2 & 3 bedroom
cabins, Conference Center,

Heated Pool, Lake &
Waterfalls, Tennis Courts,

Wedding Deck, A.C.,
Jacuzzis

828-526-2121 or 1-800-5-SKYLINE
Flat Mountain Road • Highlands

Loose Moose
Full Service Bar
open Tues. - Sat.
5:30 p.m. until

Skyline Lodge
& Restaurant

All the things I really like to do are either
immoral, illegal or fattening...
Except for visiting the 4 shops of

TWIGS

Hours: 9-6 Mon.-Sat. • Sun. 10-5
Cashiers Road about one mile from town.• 526-5551

“Everything for your Nest”®

at Highlands Edge

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

Last week I heard a guy
declare with pride that
no one in his family

had attended Columbia
University. It was an obvi-
ous reference to the univer-
sity president’s decision to
invite Iran’s President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad to
speak at Columbia.

Ahmadinejad is an un-
popular character in the
U.S. He is frequently de-
scribed as crazy for his
statements regarding the
Holocaust, which he de-
scribes as a myth, and the
State of Israel, which he suggests should
be wiped off the map. Nonetheless, I ap-
plaud the decision to provide a forum for
him.

The old phrase, “crazy like a fox” fits
here. I compare him to Hugo Chavez,
both of whom make tremendous capital
at home by needling us. A reminder to
our leaders, “Sticks and stones can break
my bones, but words can never hurt me.”
Nothing furthers their agendas more than
reacting to them and providing them
with an opportunity to stand up to the
American bully, a sure way to
achieve hero status at home. Both presi-
dents desire to solidify and expand
their regional influence, so “home” ex-
tends beyond their national borders. Our
condemnation, far from weakening
them, enhances their prestige.

President Ahmadinejad was here to
address the United Nations. It is an un-
fortunate fact of geography that to get to
the UN, one must pass through the USA.
He thought a little sight-seeing might be
in order and asked that he might be per-
mitted to place a wreath at “Ground
Zero,” the site of the attacks on the World
Trade Center. His request was rejected. I
personally believe that was a mistake, but
I think that much of our handling of 9/11
has been flawed.

Columbia University president, Lee
Bollinger, who had issued the invitation
to speak at the university, sniffed the
wind, found the smell of outrage objec-
tionable, and in his introduction declared
Ahmadinejad a petty and cruel dictator. I
don’t believe it appropriate to invite a
speaker and promptly ambush him, al-
though it is clear that, like Ahmadinejad,
Bollinger was playing to his audience.

Let their be no doubt that the utter-
ances of the Iranian leader are offensive
to most of us outside the Muslim world.
His statement about the Holocaust is pa-
tently absurd. Yet, I think that we would
have been the losers had opponents suc-
ceeded in blocking his appearance. I

don’t suppose that the
U.S. Constitution guaran-
tees freedom of speech for
foreign visitors, but I be-
lieve that we should act as
if it did. We should dem-
onstrate that we fear no
ideas. If a position has
merit, we should consider
it. If not, we can quickly
and decisively reject and
discredit it. It is unfortu-
nate that we grant free-
dom of speech for those
who agree with us, and
withhold it from those
who offend us.

I’m not suggesting any
involvement by the federal government. I
mention the constitution because I be-
lieve that the first amendment provides
an excellent guide to civil life in this
country. We need not fear the ranting
of this or any merchant of hate. We bene-
fit by exposing his statements to interna-
tional scrutiny. His Muslim audience
already has full access to his venom,
through television, the Internet, and the
mosque. The historical record of the
Holocaust can withstand assault without
the aid of a muzzle. We may fear the sui-
cide bombers and the road side bombs of
our enemies, and shudder at the thought
of another attack on the homeland. But
we have no reason to fear their message,
no reason to shout down the messenger.

We must engage our potential
foes, use the tools of diplomacy and per-
suasion. We gain nothing by bundling
nations as an “Axis of Evil,” and by refus-
ing to negotiate with them without unac-
ceptable preconditions. 

The Bush administration, not unlike
Chavez or Ahmadinejad is playing to the
home audience. I would rather that we
reach out to those in the Muslim world
who are potentially receptive to our mes-
sage of freedom than attempt to control
our own population by vilifying those
whose beliefs differ from ours.

We cannot win the war on
terror militarily. We cannot battle
stateless Islamists by invading nation
states. As long as fundamentalist
Islam attracts Muslim masses, the terror-
ists will find an inexhaustible supply of
warriors. Economic development, pros-
perity, education, equality, justice, reli-
gious freedom and representative democ-
racy are the enemies of fundamentalist Is-
lam and its bastard step child, terrorism.

Our strongest weapons remain the
ideals developed by our founding fathers.
Of these, freedom of expression is possi-
bly the most important. We can afford to
extend it to Ahmadinejad.

Our strongest weapon is freedom of expression



Mon-Sat, 8-5:30 • 493 Dillard Rd.
526-2762

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

A Grocery & MORE!
A unique selection:

Specialty Foods,
Hand-cut Meats – All Natural

Now Available. Fresh,
Homemade Cakes Breads
and Sweets. Cookbooks,

Gifts and more!
Come see our new look

and new products.

• SPECIALTY FOODS •
Gourmet to Go

& Catering
526-0383

Wed.– Sat. • 11-6
Next to D&J Express Mart at

Main & 1st Street

Jams, Jellies,
Preserves,
Relishes &

Gourmet Treats

Mon-Sat • 10-5

Corner of
5th and Main

787-2473

Kilwin’s
Open
Late

Chocolates • Fudge • Ice Cream •
Gift Baskets • Nationwide Shipping

370 Main Street • 828-526-3788

Mon, - Thurs, • 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. • 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Closed Sundays
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Family owned & operated
Open 7 days a week 10-6

on the Franklin Road

526-5933

August Produce

Bringing you local and
fresh produce daily!

Open for our 4th Season

Vegetable Stand

ing recreation through 2006-2007 was pro-
duced, signed and the due amount was al-
located to the town.

But a similar contract has not been pro-
duced for fiscal year 2007-2008 because the
county was waiting to see if the town want-
ed the county to take over its recreation
operations.

“The $500,000 usually allocated is in
a reserve fund pending negotiations with
Highlands about the new county recreation
plan,” said County Manager Sam Green-
wood.

Since there are so many questions con-
cerning the new agreement, the Town Board
wants to take it slow.

“Is there an urgency to take over the
town’s facilities and operations?” asked
Mayor Pro Temp Amy Patterson. “Can you
pay us to date what we’ve spent on opera-
tions while we decide what we want to do?”

Eventually, the board agreed to enter
into the same contractual arrangement for
2007-2008 but a new contract for the cur-
rent year is pending. Once it is produced
and signed, the county will send the town
funds for either year-to-date expenses or all
the money, if the town wants to wait until

next year to come under the county’s recre-
ation umbrella, said Greenwood.

After much discussion, the Town Board
learned that the county doesn’t consider the
Performing Arts Center part of the town’s
recreation facilities but does consider the
Rec Park, Pine Street Park, The Greenway,
the baseball field and the fields on Buck
Creek Road, Highlands recreation and as
such could be operated by the county un-
der the new scenario.

Since the town owns its facilities and
the county only wants to take over opera-
tions and not expenses for capital improve-
ments or expansion, the Town Board want-
ed to know how such expenses might be
funded since recreation in Highlands isn’t
an enterprise fund.

“You said you wanted us to rent the
facilities to you for $1 a year, but what about
maintenance and capital improvements?
That shouldn’t be subsidized by the taxpay-
ers of Highlands,” said Commissioner
Patterson. “Furthermore, if the county ex-
pands facilities in town and on town prop-
erty, how does that work? Without rent
money for use of our facilities we’ll need

money for capital improvements and main-
tenance.”

Commissioner Patterson said due to
folks perspective concerning the relation-
ship between the county and the town, “I’m
not sure our citizens will be willing to give
the county our recreation facilities,” said
Patterson. “Giving away assets is a pretty
big deal.”

Attorney Moxley said in North Caroli-
na there are various ways to handle costs
associated with ownership between munic-
ipalities and counties without one entity
turning over ownership to another.

“There are interlocal agreements where
there are employees of one unit or anoth-
er; where you define who owns what facil-
ities; where a joint-recreation agency is
formed and then the facilities are turned
over to the agency which is accountable to
both units of government. A long-term lease
is another possibility where it is delineated
who owns what,” she said.

Moxley said the town’s long-held opin-
ion that PARTF regulations concerning use
and ownership curtail any change concern-
ing Highlands’ recreation property isn’t
completely true.

“It’s my experience that PARTF will
work with you on this,” she said.

After Commissioner Jim Davis learned
that the town let all citizens use its facilities
and not just town of Highlands residents,
and since the Town Board appeared to be
completely satisfied with recreation offer-
ings as they now stand in Highlands, he
questioned the need for the county to take
over recreation at all. “If it’s not broke, why
fix it?” he asked.

Greenwood said that a county-run rec-
reation department in Highlands would
ensure the same recreational opportunities
in Highlands as other places in the county.
“The recreation study indicated that we
could achieve a much higher level of recre-
ational opportunities county-wide into the
future,” he said. “It may take 10 years of
work and funding, but it has to be county
operated.”

Municipal Solid Waste Transfer Station
State regulations have changed the way

the county disposes of its waste – both gar-
bage and construction and debris. Come
July 1, 2008 the land fill burial operations
on Rich Gap Road will change.

Currently, J&B Disposal contracts with
the county to haul the entire county’s con-
struction and debris (C&D) to the landfill
on Rich Gap Road where it is buried.

... TALK continued from page 1

•See TALK page 7



“Where the Locals Eat for
Quick Service Not Fast Food!”

At 4th & Spring streets...on the hill

526-5916

Hamburgers & Fries
Sandwiches & Salads

Ice Cream & More!
Open for breakfast & lunch

Mon.-Sat.
Now Trans Fat FREE

$10 minimum with credit card

• HIGHLANDS EATERIES •

Stop in for slow-cooked BBQ, Ribs,
Fried Chicken, Hot Wings and other
Southern favorites that’ll have you

461 Spring Street • 526-2626

LUNCH
&Catering

Pescado’s Burritos
In the middle of 4th St.

...on the hill
Open for lunch Mon-Sat
Open for dinner Mon-Fri

526-9313

High Country Cafe

526-0572
Cashiers Road next to the
Community Bible Church

Breakfast & Lunch
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m

Sunday through Friday;
Saturday, 7 am.-1 p.m.

Down home
favorites

everyday!

Buck’s Coffee Cafe
Open 7 days a week

7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Coffee, tea, wine,
pastries, sandwiches

384 Main Street

SportsPage

Sandwich Shoppe

314 Main Street • 526-3555

Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sat. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Desserts • Loaded Baked Potatoes
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Since the trucks are empty going down,
as a courtesy to the town, the county pays
J&B to take Highlands’ garbage, both the
compacted municipal waste from within
the town limits and the bagged garbage
dropped off at the county’s convenience
centers by Highlands Township residents.

The estimated combined cost to up-
grade the landfill from a its current “dump”
status where garbage and construction de-
bris is buried to two transfer stations – one
for C&D and one for the town’s municipal
solid waste (MSW) is $1.2 million.

The county is willing to pay for the
C&D transfer station because C&D is a by-
product of the construction industry which
employs many of its citizens and which is
a key component of Highlands’ industry.

“A tremendous amount of C&D is gen-
erated in Highlands and Scaly so we’re do-
ing this as a convenience to the citizens, but
also because the new C&D transfer station
will pay its way with fees and charges,” said
Greenwood.

However, the county isn’t willing to pay
for the MSW transfer station which is sole-
ly needed and used by the Town of High-
lands and that bothers the Town Board.

“We realize the C&D transfer station is
a convenience so people don’t have to haul
their C&D all the way to Franklin. But the
county doesn’t operate a garbage collection
system, the town does,” said Greenwood.

Everywhere in the county except High-
lands, residents and companies either con-
tract with J&B Disposal for garbage pick-
up or they take their garbage to the conve-
nience centers where the county contracts
with J&B to haul it to the landfill in Frank-
lin.

The C&D transfer station is estimated
to cost $700,000. The MSW transfer station
is estimated to cost $475,000. “The county
can’t afford to build both the MSW and the
C&D transfer stations. As it is now, the land-
fill operation pays its way through tipping
fees.”

Patterson said the town pays tipping
fees to the county, too, but Greenwood said
the county hasn’t been charging the town
tipping fees for its municipal waste. “J&B
brings C&D up for burial in the landfill and
hauls the town’s MSW down at no charge
to the town,” he said. “J&B pays the tip-
ping fees.”

Commissioner James contended that
all of this is an extension of the county’s
solid waste system. “You wouldn’t have
anything if it weren’t paid for with High-
lands’ tax dollars,” he said. “We’re the high
taxpayers.”

Greenwood said the landfill has to be
reworked into one or two transfer stations
because the county simply can’t afford to
operate two landfills per the new standards
which go into effect July 1, 2008.

Since the town’s garbage is “compact-
ed” in garbage trucks it is considered “co-
mingled” and as such an elaborate sewer
and disposal system would be required per
new state standards. Bagged garbage doesn’t

“co-mingle” with other garbage and leak-
age and contamination aren’t issues.

Commissioner Patterson said the town
would like to participate but would like to
share the expense of the MSW transfer sta-
tion with the county. “We don’t think it’s
entirely our responsibility,” she said.

But MC Commissioner Ronnie Beale
said the town of Highlands is profiting from
and providing a service to its residents with-
in the town limits. “You don’t have to meet
the new state standards, but then you’ll have
to haul your garbage to the Macon County
landfill.”

Commissioner Hank Ross said he
could see both sides of the argument but
still asked if the county and the town could
split the cost of the MSW transfer station
down the middle.

Commissioner Davis said the county
has an obligation to Highlands, but it seems
the town doesn’t have an obligation to the
county. “We are providing this service to
the Highlands area, the same as everyone
else. So we already are paying for part of
it,” he said.

Meanwhile, Commissioners Alan
Marsh and James expressed the highest
amount of dissatisfaction with the discus-
sion.

Some months ago, they met “unoffi-
cially” with Commissioners Charlie Leath-
erman and Ronnie Beale about the situa-
tion and came away from that meeting with
the understanding that the county would
foot the entire bill for the MSW transfer sta-
tion. They became dissatisfied when they
learned that wouldn’t be the case.

Commissioners Leatherman and Beale
verified that the four of them had met, and
had potentially agreed “for the sake of good
will,” said Leatherman, to consider paying
for the project, because Leatherman and
Beale understood that Highlands didn’t
have the money to pay for the project..

But after speaking to Greenwood and
learning that Highlands not only had the
funds but had already budgeted for the
project, Leatherman said he and Beale felt
the town should pay.

Greenwood said he’d be glad to work
with the town concerning financing of the
project. “It might be better to fund with
capitalize financing instead of taking the
$475,000 out of town coffers,” he said.
“This way it’s paid over a number of years
and not all at once.”

No finite action was taken at the meet-
ing accept that both boards agreed they
should meet more often.    – Kim Lewicki

... TALK continued from page 6

Let High Country Cafe prepare
your Thanksgiving Meal!

1 meat, 2 veggies, 1 bread, 1 dressing, 1 salad, 1 potato
includes gravy, cranberrry sauce and one pie.

$40
Call for selection and details • 828-526-0572

(Orders must be placed by Nov. 18, 2007)
3601 Cashiers Road
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Summer
HouSe

THe

Distinct and Customized
Products...

• Summer House Collection of
  Upholstery
• Coordinated Bedding
• Interior and Exterior Lighting
• Collections of Original Art
• Extensive Selection of Unique
   Accessories
• Gifts
• Kitchen and Pantry Items

Handcrafted Furniture by:
Tiger mounTain

WoodWorkS

2 miles from Main Street
2089 Dillard Road • 526-5577

Paula & Barry Jones

Manley’s
Auto Service

1597 S. Fourth Street
828-526-9805

Complete Auto Care
Towing Service Available

• ASE Certified

James “Popcorn” Manley
Owner/Operator

• 24 Hour Service
• Local & Long Distance Hauls

Manley’s Towing Service
526-9805 or 342-0583

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

How many times
have I gone to
someone’s home

and they pled with me to
“please ignore the mess,”
and how many times
have I said it myself when
someone dropped by?
How often have I felt guilt
because I can’t keep my
desk straight? Many of us
feel shame and
embarrassment about
being messy.

I am a very organized
person by nature. Right now I’m looking
at a sign I put up by my computer: “Self-
discipline is the easy way.” I get angry
when I lose something — I have learned
it takes less energy to put something back
where it belongs than to have to search
for it later. More generally, you could say
that a small amount of energy invested
now pays off large dividends in the
future. Yet I still have two very messy
desks that I just can’t seem to keep
straight.

When I saw this new book at the
library, I couldn’t resist the title, A Perfect
Mess. The subtitle is a good one-line
description of the contents: “The hidden
benefits of disorder.” The author’s main
thesis is that our culture has developed a
mania about order and that we would all
be much better off if we relaxed a little
and realized that not only is perfect order
too costly to achieve, there are actually
advantages to being (a little) messy.

I already felt better about my desks
after reading the first page of chapter one
which starts with this quote by Albert
Einstein: “If a cluttered desk is a sign of a
cluttered mind, of what then, is an empty
desk?”

The authors, a professor of business
and a business journalist, investigate mess
in many areas of life — at home, at work,
in art, in thought. They also categorize
types of people, for example the “mess
terrorist” who inflicts mess on others to
achieve personal advantage, and the
“orderly procrastinator” who avoids
accomplishment by endlessly reordering
her desk.

By “mess” the authors mean disorder
in a system. Some of the benefits of mess
are flexibility and invention. Any
endeavor that involves creativity — which
is in fact almost every area of life —
benefits from not being rigidly ordered.

There are many fascinating examples
of productive messiness in the book. My
father lives near Case Western University
and last spring when I visited I was
startled by the sight of a fantastic building
on the campus made of gleaming curves

of steel with lines all
askew. This building shows
up in the book as an
example of the
inventiveness that comes
from disorder. Architect
Frank Gehry built a model
and expected the
contractors to work from
that — there were no
blueprints. The contractors
were appalled at first but
“freed from the constraints
of blueprints, rigid

specification and standard operating
procedures, the contractors and architects
were able to collaboratively rethink the
design and construction techniques.” In
addition to a stunning building many
innovations resulted, including a new
technique for framing curving interior
walls. I recommend looking at some
photos of this building: www.case.edu,
search site for “gehry.”

I learned something interesting about
classical music in the chapter about the
aesthetics of mess. “In the 18th century
improvisation was regarded as an integral
component of serious music. The
opportunity — the imperative, really —
for improvisation was explicitly written
into baroque compositions.” Cello,
bassoon, organ, and other low-range
instruments only had chords written for
their parts; the players were expected to
come up with the individual notes.
Concertos contained cadenzas that were
the cue for the soloist to improvise. Even
when notes were specified musicians
routinely threw in flourishes around the
notes, “and the ability to spontaneously
insert such ornamentation was
considered a basic element of
musicianship.”

The authors are dismissive of the
huge industry devoted to helping people
get more organized. Basically, they say
you pay a personal organizer thousands
of dollars to do two things: to make you
carve out time to deal with your mess,
and to force you to throw out stuff. Most
people are pack-rats — it is probably an
evolved survival strategy that has outlived
its usefulness in our consumer society —
so this is the area most of us need help in.
But the amount we do manage to throw
away is scary: “According to a study
conducted by the Gartner Group,
Americans place 133,000 PCs in the trash
every day.”

The authors are also somewhat
dismissive of developing systems to
organize life, such as a magazine’s
suggestion that people in a household

A Perfect Mess

•See BRUGGER page 42



381 Main Street • 526-0667

Mon-Sat 10-5
Sun 1-5

Mill Creek Gallery &
Framing

Located in Highlands Village
Square • Oak Street at 5th

(behind Wolfgang’s)

Custom Picture Framing
(including laminating service)

noon to 5 Mon. thru Sat.
(828) 787-2021 cypicturelady@aol.com

Art and crafts by local artisans

Fun & Functional Arts & Crafts

1990 Dillard Road 
(Hwy 106)
Highlands, NC

828.526.3900

Open Mon-Sat
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Sun. 1-4 p.m.

Bryant Art Glass

Open Monday-Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Open Sundays in

September and October
noon to 5 p.m.

• ART GALLERIES •

People are reading and when they’re reading,
they’re seeing the ads!

Call 526-0782
for ad information.

Mirror Lake
Antiques

215 S. 4th Street “on the Hill”
P.O. Box 702, Highlands, NC 28741

526-2080

There’s always a place for
you at...
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Michelle Mead & John Armor
michiemead@aol.com
John_Armor@yale.edu

As often as
possible, I
share time

well-spent with
America’s greatest
humorists and
philosophers. This
week it is Mark
Twain and
Thomas Sowell.
That combination
is not as odd as it
first seems.

Philosophers
dig down to
basics, to find and
state the truth.
Think about it,
humorists do the same, but faster.
Humor is truth by surprise.

Mark Twain wrote: “When I arrived
in Virginia City, there were 11 saloons,
five jails, and some talk of building a
church. It was no place to be a
Presbyterian, and I did not remain one
long.” In those two sentences, he tells
three different stories.

One is the truth about the wild
West. There was nonstop drinking,
gambling, fighting, and running around
with loose women in the mining camps
of the American West. All that is
referenced briefly but effectively. The
second story is the somewhat priggish
nature of the Protestant churches of his
day. He wasn’t picking on just the
Presbyterians. The third, and most
interesting point is that Twain was not
entirely displeased with the rough and
ready life he found in that frontier
town.

Right now, I’m reading Thomas
Sowell’s “A Conflict of Visions.” I
recommend it highly to everyone. The
book is about differences in
conclusions about society, based on
people’s assumptions about human
nature.

The subject sounds incredibly dry,
but in Dr. Sowell’s hands, no subject is
dry. He writes about the most complex
subjects with a breathtaking simplicity
and clarity. Reading his work is like
looking through a cold mountain
stream at the bright pebbles at the
bottom.

The connection between Twain and
Sowell is here: Late in his life, tragic
events turned Twain to a darker vision,
and more sardonic remarks. He wrote,
“Let me write a nation’s customs, and I
care not who writes its laws.”

Twain states here a basic truth
about both human nature and politics,
with which Sowell fully agrees. Laws
which run against the customs of a

nation will always
fail. The question
is only how soon
and how badly.
Prohibition is the
classic example. In
a moralistic
uprising, we wrote
Prohibition into
the Constitution.
More than two
decades later,
filled with
speakeasies,
bathtub gin,
gangsters and
public corruption,
we threw

Prohibition out.
Consider the politically correct

speech codes sanctimoniously
established by entirely too many
universities. Among the activities
prohibited are jokes about various
groups. I’ll cut to the chase. The groups
in society that you can still make fun of
are whites, males, and lawyers. So, feel
free to fire away at me.

Stern pronouncements of
professors will not stamp out jokes. It
will only make the professors into jokes
themselves. But then, if academic prigs
could understand jokes, they would not
be prigs in the first place. Since the
supply of politically incorrect humor
does not need to be imported by
bootleggers, every college dormitory on
such a campus is automatically a
speakeasy.

Here’s a general rule I recommend
to all. “Don’t trust anyone who can’t
take a joke.” That’s especially true of
jokes about ourselves and our own
views. People who cannot laugh at
themselves lack perspective to
understand the views and beliefs of
other people.

As Dr. Sowell writes so eloquently,
advanced societies develop a collective
wisdom over the centuries. Twain
recognized that in his quip about
customs.

Given the title and the subject, you
probably thought I was going to
comment on Larry (“Wide Stance”)
Craig, soon to be the former senator
from Idaho. I could have written at
length that I used to respect him. That
he has demonstrated boundless
hypocrisy, dishonesty, and egotism.
That he has been surrounded so long
by so many staff who tell him he can
walk on water he thinks he can get away
with anything, any time.

My wife says simply. “Larry Craig

A Toe-Tapping Good Time

•See HIS & HERS page 42
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Mon-Thurs – 10-5
Fri & Sat – 10-6

Sun – 11-5

Men’s,
Women’s, &
Children’s
Outdoor
Apparel,
Casual

Clothing, Shoes
Boots, Hats,

Socks, Back-
packs, Purses
& Outerwear

Corner of 3rd & Main • 526-5784

Bear Mountain Outfitters
“We Outfit You For Life!”

355 Main Street
in The Galax Theatre

Hard Tail • Junk Food
Citzens of Humanity • Split

Necessary Objects
Project E

Free People • True Religion
Michael Star Tees

Now Open for
our 21st Season!

Featuring our
same great lines

Come see
our Fun
Line of

Sweaters
and

Coats

In the middle of Main• 526-5799

Children’s Apparel
and shoes
Sizes 0-16

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

After 13 years of striking
fear in the hearts of
everyone outside the

greater New York area, the
New York (gulp…I can
actually type it now) Yankees
died Tuesday, causes of
death still have yet to be
determined.

By the time that you
read this, it is likely that Joe
Torre will no longer be the
manager of the New York
Yankees. It is even more
likely that after Torre is
dismissed, free agents Mariano Rivera,
Bobby Abreu, Andy Pettite and Alex (I do
all my best work in garbage time)
Rodriguez will no longer be wearing the
pinstripes and the Yankees will enter a
mode not seen in years…rebuilding. (I
didn’t even mention Roger Clemens,
because I figure not even the Yankees can
justify paying a guy 15 million dollars to
get SHELLED when they can easily pick
up Tony Armas to handle that duty.) I
never would have dreamed that the
demise of the Yankees would have
occurred like this.

Even as I watched Sunday night as
the Cleveland Indians held a 3-0 lead, I
knew it wasn’t safe. I was secure in the
fact that the evil Yanks would come back
and win that game-later that night as I
reveled in my genius but was revolted by
the result. (Mrs. Lane would be proud of
that bit of alliteration right there)

As I watched with anticipation
Monday night, I fully expected the
Yankees to shell poor Paul Byrd and get
ready to go back to Cleveland and rip out
their hearts in game five. Despite a good
outing by Byrd, the Yankees kept creeping
closer, and when Bobby Abreu homered
in the ninth off of Cleveland closer John
Doe (otherwise known as Joe Borowski)
it seemed as if that classic Yankee
comeback was on the horizon. With the
Bronx rocking like only a stadium full of
Yankees fans (blowhard northerners who
are convinced of their own self-
importance-otherwise known as Duke,
Boston, or Patriots fans) can, AL MVP
Alex Rodriguez stepped to the plate ready
to save the Yanks from elimination only
to fail miserably. A-Rod’s failure was
followed by Jorge Posada (male catcher)
and the end of a dynasty that had ruled
the American League for thirteen years.

How does a dynasty like the Yankees
crumble? The same way that most
political and cultural dynasties
fail…greed. Simply put, the Yankees built

their dynasty on the backs of
homegrown players such as
Derek Jeter (who by the way
sucked just as bad as A-Rod
this postseason, but will get
none of the blame) Andy
Pettite, Mariano Rivera and
Jorge Posada. The Yankees
then added role players like
Scott Brosius and Mike
Stanton to build a team that
murdered people with their
patience at the plate and
quality bullpen. However,
with the success of their own

TV network and mountains of cash-
owner George Steinbrenner figured that
he would be better off overpaying for
veteran players and building an all-star
super team that could dominate.
Unfortunately for George (and
fortunately for the rest of us) he never
realized that the key to winning the
postseason in baseball is to have quality
starting pitching (particularly young
power pitchers) that can shut down stars
in October.

If you will note the trend in the last
couple of years, the teams that make the
World Series have two or three stud
starting pitchers that can neutralize
powerful lineups. Thus, the Yankees have
been beaten the last 5 or 6 years by teams
that had the starting pitching to handcuff
their lineup of power hitters and make
Mariano Rivera a non-factor out of the
bullpen. Don’t believe me? Look at these
names; Randy Johnson, Curt Schilling,
Josh Beckett, Justin Verlander, Carl
Pavano, Mark Beurhle, Pedro Martinez
and John Lackey all made their names by
their performance against the Yankees in
the postseason. By overspending on
veterans, the Yankees spelled their doom
and in turn brought joy to the hearts of
everyone else in America.

So where do the Yankees go from
here (Tampa Bay anyone)? The answer
lies with GM Brian Cashman, who has
made some progress building up their
farm system, and will likely go with a
youth movement in the Bronx. However,
without Torre and his masterful abilities
at handling the New York media, it is
likely that we have seen the last of the
Yankees in the playoffs-for a short while
anyway. Unfortunately, much in the same
way that Freddy Kreuger, Jason, Chucky
and Michael Myers (who used to pitch
for the Yankees by the way) always come
back, it is only a foregone conclusion that
they will return one day. Damn Yankees.

Ding Dong…the (expletive deleted) are dead
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• CONSERVATIVE POV •

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street   Highlands, NC    828-526-5226

• Gift Cards
• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings

Cute little house on two
lots in Mirror Lake area

For Sale By Owner
Newly Refurbished. 2/2.

Woodburning fireplace. Wood
floors, new kitchen, new
bathrooms, Jacuzzi tub.

New Price
$385,000

Call 828-342-2302

“Heart of the
High Country”

Everyday at 8 a.m., noon, 5 p.m., 7 p.m.,
10 p.m., & midnight.’

The Visitor Information Program
airs at 7 am, 9 am, 4 pm, 6 pm,

9 pm, and 11 pm.

Highlands’ Own
TV Show...on Northland

Cable Channel 14.

It’s all about
Highlands

and its people!

828-526-3901
1-800-526-3902

• Full line of quality beads and
beading supplies

• The area’s only “Paint-Your-Own”
Pottery studio

• Fun and whimsical gifts
• Book your beading and pottery

parties now!
526-8123

On Main St, between Buck’s and
Highlands Fine Art

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

As I have mentioned
from time to time, I
have had an

increasingly difficult time
being inspired to find a
meaningful topic for this
column. This is due largely
to my not getting out of
town since my medical
misstep, however my son’s
wedding in South Florida
put an end to that. What
does getting out of town
have to do with anything?
Talk-radio produces a great
deal of the fuel that stimulates my
fertile, if feeble, brain and talk-radio is
not easily accessed where I live.

Can you imagine my delight when
I tuned in the other morning to find
out that the rest of the world was in the
middle of a vigorous battle of words
about, if you can imagine, talk-radio.

Briefly, as I am able to put it
together last week, Rush Limbaugh,
Godfather of talk-radio and generally
accepted spokesperson for the
conservative movement, made a
comment about a poster boy of the left,
an alleged soldier who had served in
Iraq and had come home with sordid
stories about American atrocities. He
was immediately embraced by the
media and his story was broadcast far
and wide. It was shortly learned that he
washed out of boot camp after 44 days,
had never served as a ranger, as he
claimed, had never been to Iraq and
had never seen the atrocities he had
claimed to have witnessed.

Limbaugh labeled him and others
like him as “phony soldiers.” Well, after
the Patraeus debacle, the liberal media
had to create a distraction, so an outfit
called Media Matters, A Soros financed,
Hillary-inspired organization spread
the word that Rush had said that any
member of the military who didn’t
agree with Bush’s execution of the war
was a “phony soldier.” Anyone who has
listened to Limbaugh for any length of
time knows he is a staunch supporter of
the military and would never denigrate
real military personnel, no matter what
they thought.

This whole fraudulent matter came
to the floor of the Senate where Tom
Harken and others castigated Limbaugh
for saying what he never said, but what
Media Matters said he had said. The
nitwit Harry Reid wrote a letter to
Rush’s co-boss

Clear Channel Communications,
trying to force him to apologize for his
remarks.

He could only get 41 Senators to

sign and it fell flat. Clear
Channel suggested that
Reid should find
something better to do
with the Senate’s time (or
words to that effect).

What is actually
happening here? Hillary
knows that talk-radio is the
strongest opposition to her
coronation and wants it
silenced. Since Rush is the
icon of talk-radio, go after
him. The liberals would
love to revisit the “fairness

doctrine,” that requires some sort of
balance in talk-radio presentations.
Well, they’ve had Air America, a liberal
talk-radio show that failed miserably,
they’ve had the television network
news channels plus CNN plus MSNBC
plus the New York Times, the
Washington Post, the LA whatever it is
and almost all the print media in their
pocket for years, and now they want
equal time on talk-radio?

The problem the left has with talk-
radio is who wants to hear their
depressing

goings on about what’s wrong
with America, it’s all our fault, we’re
the bad guys, they are the good guys,
blah, blah, blah. Nobody wants hear
it, that’s who. The libs burn at the
thought that Rush is broadcast on the
military radio network, and would
love to sever that connection. Their
problem is that the military wanted to
hear his show, and that they know that
Limbaugh has always been on their
side and is now, contrary to the
distortion Media Matters has spun.

Now the real serious issue being
raised through all this mess is why
United States Senators are
condemning a private citizen who
happens to be a talk show host on the
floor of the Senate? The term
“Stalinist” is being used to describe the
act of the government attempting to
bully him silent. Regretfully, we learn
that the House of Representatives
spent a good part of the other night in
the same manner.

Have you noticed that nearly every
political issue these days has Hillary
somewhere in the mix. She is running
a brilliant campaign on many fronts
and is making the competition look
like amateurs. She has her “character
assassination”

team in place and nobody who
stands in her way is safe. She may have
chosen the wrong target this time. It
looks like Rush is coming out of this
one smelling like a rose.

On the road again…
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Listen to the sounds of your private 30+
foot waterfall as it cascades down the
stream to a stocked trout pond with 200+

feet of frontage. This three bedroom, three bath
custom home is nestled on more then 5.5 acres
offering serene privacy. Cathedral ceilings,
distressed wood floors, custom hickory cabinets
throughout and two stone fireplaces. Master
bedroom and vaulted bathroom on main floor.
Additional bonus room with full bath above double garage. Lower level
also features rec room, gym and office. Generator and 40 gpm well.
offered at $1,650,000 MLS# 62483.

Bogie FallsBogie FallsBogie FallsBogie FallsBogie Falls

Call Broker/Owner Dee Coates at 828-226-2304Call Broker/Owner Dee Coates at 828-226-2304Call Broker/Owner Dee Coates at 828-226-2304Call Broker/Owner Dee Coates at 828-226-2304Call Broker/Owner Dee Coates at 828-226-2304

• VIDEO GUY •

 MAIN STREET ♦ OAK SQUARE in HIGHLANDS
Naples ~ Tampa Sarasota ~ Orlando

Your ultimate resource for
genuine, hand-knotted Oriental
rugs. Hand Cleaning, repairing and

appraisals, too.

We guarantee our quality and your satisfaction

Highlands’ Oriental Rug Gallery
(828) 526-5759

40%-65% off
85% Red Tag

Stuart of
The Movie Stop

Bridge to Terabithia,
the 2007 family
drama, starring Josh

Hutcherson (Zathura, RV),
AnnaSophia Robb (Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory,
Because of Winn-Dixie),
Robert Patrick (We Are
Marshall)Zooey Deschanel
(Surf’s Up). Directed by
Gábor Csupó (Rugrats),
based on the novel of the
same name by Katherine
Paterson. Rated PG (some
mild language and some
thematic elements).

The Storyline: Ten-year-old Jess
Aarons ( Hutcherson) is an awkward,
angry and shy kid, living in a poor family,
and is used to being picked on. 10-year-
old Leslie Burke (Anna Sophia Robb) is
the new girl at Jess’ school, and is about
to get used to being picked on.

After an awkward beginning, the two
do indeed become friends, and use their
vivid imaginations to create a fantasy
world, Terabithia that is more pleasant
and fun than their own real lives. As the
friendship and their new world expand,
their own lives fall a bit more in place

Bridge to Terabithia
and they both become more
comfortable at school and
home, dealing with their
own real world problems,
encountering a few other
peoples problems, and on
occasion, solutions. Which is
a good skill to pick up,
because before the story is
over, Jess will have some big
issues to face.

A very good film, sweet
without being sacherine, a
few breif slightly scary parts,
mostly suitable for the whole

family (although, without giving away
any of the plot progression, there are
some serious and tear jerking issues that
unfold). Oddly, all the previews I saw
seemed to indicate it was special effect
driven, but really, the animation/special
effects are impressive but minimal (it had
an 80 million dollar production budget ,
not huge by some movie studio
standards) and only incidental to the
story. The story includes elements of a
buddy film, a coming of age story, and a
genuine drama, and it is a good
representation of all three.

Gemma Davis is shown
here with her horse,

Voltaire’s  Candide, and
a  first-place ribbon

from  the Macon County
Horse Association Show

at 
the Fairground on
Sunday, Sept. 16. 

Gemma rode three
different 

horses in the show and
finished with 10 first-

place ribbons, 
including English

Pleasure Champion. All
her classes were in the 
English discipline, with

two jumping events. 
Gemma has been

training 
with Kristen Chlupacek

at Dillard House Stables 
since October, 

2006. This was her
second horse show.  

Gemma is a 12-year-old
homeschooler. Her

proud parents are Dinah
and Carter Davis of 

Highlands.

Davis wins 10 first-place ribbons a show
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Corner of  Spring & 3rd streets
526-4222

Chintz &
Company

Come browse awhile through our
selection of antique Chintz china,
antiques and home accessories,

and relax on the porch for a
spot of tea!

SALE!

Best
of

The
Bunch
In the Dillard Road
Village Shopping
Center with easy

parking!
526-0490

So much more
than just flowers...

Featuring
One-of-a-Kind,

Art-Crafted pieces

New Home
Nearing

Completion

Unique, different and we
think, superior. Three months
just to site, sealed and condi-
tioned crawlspace, Warmboard
radiant heat, Marvin windows,
interesing architecture, backs
up to USFS, fabulous outdoor
entertaining area, level lot,
guest house above garage – I’m
not going to tell you every-
thing but this home was built
with thought, love and care.

From Main Street turn south
on the Dillard Road. (N.C. 106)
go 1.8 miles just past Glen Falls
sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel
Drive. Take first left onto
Moonlight then right on Fall-
ing Water Drive. Continue up
to the neighborhood.

(828) 526-9622
Broker Protected 4%

Owner Financing
Available

Varsity VB headed
to conference

Senior Danny Puchacz serves the
ball at the Hiawassee game Tues-
day night. Highlands lost 3-0 but
their overall is 4-2. The first con-
ference game is at Blue Ridge
Monday, Oct. 15.

Photo by  Debbie Hornsby

• A REVIEW •

The Highlands Playhouse’s last show
of the 2007 season “Broadway Melodies”
is one of those feel-good productions.

It’s not full of razzle dazzle but it is full
of good-hearted singing delivered by strong
singers with polish.

Two of the four-member cast have per-
formed at the Playhouse in the past – Laine
Binder who was in “The North Platte Can-
teen” and “Jerry’s Girls” and Alli Simpson
who also performed in “The North Platte
Canteen.”

New to the Playhouse stage but not to
musical performances are Taylor Driskill
and Kathleen McCook.

The four perform 30 songs from Broad-
way – some old, some new, some as a
group, some alone — but always accom-
panied by pianist daMon Goff and percus-
sionist Drew Simpson

The solo performances capitalize on
the performers strong points. Laine does a
great rendition of “Always a Bridesmaid;”
Taylor does a hilarious take on “Taylor the
Latte Boy; Kathleen, whose energy doesn’t
stop, epitomized “Raise the Roof,” and Alli
delivers thought-provoking pieces like “I
Dreamed A Dream.”

People leaving the performance were
heard saying “That show makes you feel
good.” And it does.

Spend an evening or an afternoon with
the four ladies of Boardway at The High-
lands Playhouse, Thursday through Sunday,
Oct. 11-14. Call 526-2695 for tickets or res-
ervations.  – Kim Lewicki

“Broadway Melodies”

Our 67th Season on
Main St. in Highlands!

Hours: Monday-Saturday
Sundays in October
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
828-526-3160
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American Upholstery
We Repair Furniture from frame
Residential or Commercial • 37 Years Experience

Free Estimates • Free Pick-up and Delivery
Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
102 S. College Street • (864) 638-9661

P.O. Box 593
Walhalla, SC 29691

828-743-5451 Village Square in Sapphire

HomePlace Blinds & Design Of Sapphire Valley
Custom Window Coverings – Heritance® hardwood shutters
 Duette® honeycomb shades, Country Woods® Collection™

Custom Closet Systems , Unique Home Accessories

DRY CRAWL SPACE...
The answer to your mold and mildew

problem!
Clean Space:

Crawlspace encapsulation system.
Check us out on the web at

drycrawlspaces.com
Call for a free estimate: 828-743-0900

• OUTDOOR - INDOOR REMODEL-RENEW •

If it goes on the floor, we’ll bring it to your door!
Carpet – Vinyl – Hardwood – Ceramic

Specializing in Commercial and Residential

Daniel & Brenda
Hamilton Call: (828) 349-9009 or 342-1740

Dan, Dan, The Carpet Man

By Sally Hanson
Reporter

For both visitors and residents, travel-
ing US 64/28 between Franklin and High-
lands, also known as the Gorge Road, is
often a considered necessary evil.

Tourists use the road to get to High-
lands and to visit waterfalls like Bridal Veil
Falls, and residents make the trek down the
mountain to Franklin for shopping and
other activities.

According to www.ncroads.com, the
portion of US 64 that runs through the
Gorge is very similar to the way it looked
when it was first constructed during the
1920s. The one major difference is that the
road itself originally ran underneath Brid-
al Veil Falls, until it was rerouted to its
present location in front of the falls in the
late 1950s early 1960s.

After originally being dismissed as im-
possible, the proposed road was planned
in 1925 and undertaken by project engi-
neer John Smith and superintendent T.
Brewster from Asheville, according to
www.chicora.org. Using air compressors,
wagon drills, a steam shovel, farm wagons,
14 mules, and two horses, workers — many
residents of Highlands — completed the
road sometime between 1928 and 1929.

The Gorge has probably been a source
of road rage for everyone at one point or
another. Dump trucks coming from Fran-
klin to Highlands slowly make the climb
with lines of drivers behind them, who
hope they will pull off and let the traffic go
by. In the winter, black ice from the water
that drips down the rocks, creates an early-
morning hazard for those heading to Fran-
klin. There have even been rock slides and
fallen trees that have blocked the road,
holding up drivers heading to work.

But the main problem facing travelers
of The Gorge Road is tractor-trailers also
called 18-wheelers using the road. The last
thing drivers want to see is the front end of
a semi-truck coming around any of the
curves on the winding road particularly at
the steepest, curviest part. But it happens,
all the time.

Sgt. Charles McMahan of the NC State
Highway Patrol, said it is illegal for semi-
trucks to use The Gorge Road to get to places
that can be reached via other routes, such
as Highway 107 from Jackson County to
Cashiers.

But 18-wheelers can use the Gorge
Road if their destination is Highlands.

“It’s just a case where businesses have
to be served,” he said. Signs are posted in
Franklin and in Highlands warning trucks
of the narrow curves and mountain terrain,

but as many residents know, drivers don’t
always heed these warnings.

Sgt. McMahan said that so far there
have been three accidents involving tractor-
trailers in The Gorge this year. “I don’t know
how much of a problem there is with these
trucks traveling the road,” he said. “We do
not have large numbers of accidents involv-
ing these trucks.”

Far more than accidents are near miss-
es. Most people who travel the road on a
regular basis have had near-misses while
passing these trucks. Sometimes there are
only inches between a car and the tractor-
trailer which is usually going too fast and is
way out of its lane.

Besides potential accidents and near
misses is the wear and tear 18-wheelers in-
flict on the road, as well as the potential for
two semi-trucks meeting each other at a
curve.

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration (FMCSA) is a part of the De-
partment of Transportation, and its mission
is to reduce the amount of accidents and
injuries related to large trucks and buses.
Sgt. Johnson of the FMCSA out of Asheville
said that the maximum weight for trucks
traveling the Gorge Road is 80,000 pounds.

However, according to the FMCSA’s
website, this is the maximum weight for all
roads, and it doesn’t take into account any
special considerations. Additionally, there
are restrictions on the amount of weight
that can be carried depending on the num-
ber of axles the vehicle has.

“The maximum gross weight upon any
one axle, including any one axle of a group
of axles, or a vehicle is 20,000 pounds,” and
“the maximum gross weight on tandem
axles is 34,000 pounds,” according to the
FMCSA website. With the number of dump
trucks and other construction vehicles that
travel the Gorge Road, one has to wonder
if the dips and cracks in the road last paved
in the spring of 2000 are the result of too
much weight.

Officials say the problem with enforc-
ing the rules is a manpower issue. The Gorge
Road is out of the jurisdiction of both the
Highlands and Franklin police, and Sgt.
Johnson said while any state trooper can
enforce the laws associated with the road,
“we are stretched pretty thin.”

When asked if larger vehicles like mo-
bile homes or recreational vehicles were
allowed through the Gorge, Sgt. Johnson
said that they are permitted if they are rout-
ed via US 64. Sgt. Johnson also said that
the restrictions for trailer length for trucks
that travel the road don’t allow trailers over

Highway Patrol needs to
hear of near misses, not just

accidents on Gorge Road

•See GORGE ROAD page 43
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Sushi Bar now open at
Golden China Restaurant

In Highlands Plaza
526-5525

Prepared fresh per order
Monday-Sunday

A full service Chinese Restaurant serving
wine & sake. Open for lunch and dinner

7 days a week with lunch buffet
Monday-Friday

Chef Wang will make you
up a boatload of Sushi!

– Lucas Calloway
Like Sushi?
Get it from
Chef Wang

–Mason Neil

Antique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental RugsAntique Oriental Rugs
$295 & $395 any size$295 & $395 any size$295 & $395 any size$295 & $395 any size$295 & $395 any size

NESTNESTNESTNESTNEST
802 N. 4th Street • Highlands • 526-5023

In honor of ‘Miss Rooster’

Betty Fisher, and students, Colby and Abbi, and Highlands School
Media Center Director look over books that Fisher donated to the
Media Center in memory of Mrs. Ruth Parrish, fondly known as “Miss
Rooster” to many, many children over the years.  Every Wednesday
for years, Miss Rooster was the storytime reader in the library to
various classes. Fisher wanted to remember Ms. Rooster purchased
several books that “Miss Rooster” might have read to the children.



Signature Hair Designs for  Men &  Women

Barbara, Gale & Van • 526-0349 • Open  Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

at 526-3939
549 E. Main St.

– Upper L
evel 

–

The Falls on Main
Tracy, Joe, Lacy, Heather, Stephanie and Janet Marie

Creative Concepts Salon

Hair & Nails
Hair Stylists: Marisa • Nail Tech: Sharon

Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. unti • 44 Satulah Roadl.

Mountain Magic Salon
Call for appointment

526-4049

(828) 526-4192
460 Dillard Road Village

OPEN: Tues. - Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-3 • Monday by appt.

Patricia Barnes • Master Cosmetologist
Caprita Barnes • Master Cosmetologist

Sharon Taylor • Massage Therapist
Justin Taylor • Ace Certified Personal Trainer

NC LMBT #1429

Specializing in Designer Cuts
and European Hair Color

Clients will enjoy full use of the
fabulous Spa Amenities Building

and the Spa Cafe on the day of
their appointment.

Call 526-9887
4th & Church Streets

(Parking on Church Street and Valet
Parking available at Old Edwards Inn)

• SALONS & SPAS •

828-526-8832

MASSAGE THERAPY
FACIALS • MICRODERMABRASION

GIFTS • NCLMBT

225 Spring Street • Highlands
SpaOnSpring@aol.com

Images Unlimited
HAIR • NAILS • TANNING

828-526-9477

NC Grade “A” Salon 16 years

• Sea salt spa –
   Pedicure & Manicure

• Solar Nails
 • Diamond & Gel Nails

• Complete Waxing Services

526-8777
 Corner of 5th & Main

9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Mon.-Sat.

Appointments & Walk-ins
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Thanks to the Highlands-Cashiers
Land Trust, the Jackson Macon Conserva-
tion Alliance and volunteer arborists Will
Blozan and Jason Childs of Appalachian
Arborists, the magnificent Cheoah hemlock
tree, located on the Henry Wright tract, ad-
jacent to the Kelsey tract, east of Highlands
is being protected from the ravages of the
hemlock woolly adelgid.

The Cheoah hemlock, located on H-C
Land Trust Property, is 158 feet tall and has
a girth of 16 feet. It is the third largest East-
ern Hemlock listed on the southeastern in-
ventory of hemlocks according to Will Blo-
zan who previously measured the tree as
part of an inventory he has conducted of
Eastern Hemlocks.

While at the site, the foliage of the tree
was observed to be healthy and with period-
ic re-treatment should remain so for years to
come.  Other trees nearby were assessed and

several were flagged by Gary Wein of the H-
C Land Trust for treatment in the near future

 This cooperative effort was planned as
part of J-MCA’s Adopt-a-Tree project.  The
initiative is focused on saving important
representatives of the hemlock species with
chemical treatment.  J-MCA supplied the
insecticide for the Cheoah treatment and
conducted the outing with the H-C Land
Trust and Appalachian Arborists.

Hemlock trees are rapidly declining
throughout their native range.  The H-C Pla-
teau is no exception.  Protecting hemlock
trees from the ravages of the hemlock wool-
ly adelgid through cooperative efforts like
this project will assure that representatives
of the species are preserved.

To help protect important hemlock
trees and participate in JMCA’s Adopt-a-Tree
program, call 828 526-9938 x 256 or e-mail
jmca@dnet.net.

Saving the Cheoah Hemlock

• JMAC NEWS •

ments.
At the July 12, 2006 Zoning Board

meeting, the board allowed Wild Thyme’s
relocation of the off-site parking to six spac-
es on the Crosby family’s property behind
the restaurant and two at Macon Bank..

The Zoning Board consented to the
relocation but the action was never docu-
mented with a SUP as required.

Town staff inspected the new off-site
parking spaces on the Crosby property and
though three of the spaces don’t comply
with the 10-foot width for unpaved spots,
the alternate design was approved in lieu
of cutting down two large trees.

At the Sept. 13, 2006 Zoning Board
meeting, Brun, as represented by Attorney
Zeke Sossomon, requested a variance to
increase his seating to 54 seats. The vari-
ance was denied but Brun said he was told
by Sossomon that the former Zoning Ad-
ministrator had told Sossomon Brun was
permitted 54 seats.

However there is no paperwork or min-
utes to back that claim up.

As it stands now, Wild Thyme has pro-
vided 15 spaces – eight on the shopping
center property as allowed by letter and
deed with the owner; six on the Crosby
property behind Carolina Way and one at
Macon Bank. After recalculating, the town
realized that Macon Bank has only one spot
to “give away” not two. “Macon Bank needs
16 spots and only 17 are available,” said
Interim Zoning Administrator Richard Betz.

The 15 parking spaces — six for em-
ployees on shift; two for the apartment
upstairs; and 10 spots for restaurant patrons
allows for 30 seats with one parking space
per three seats.

The Zoning Board unanimously ap-
proved the SUP allowing 30 seats for 15
parking spaces but agreed that the Town
Board should re-visit the entire issue.

“We should ask the Town Board again
to address this,” said Chairman Bill Retho-
rst. “Given the expansion of public park-
ing on several streets in town, it would ap-
pear there is a case to re-evaluate the over-
all parking situation because parking has
been expanded.”

Member Bill Conway said as Highlands
continues to grow, the issue is going to
come up again and again.

“Growth in Highlands should be en-
couraged not discouraged,” he said . ” More
and more people are moving here and more
and more services, retail establishments and
places to eat will be needed. This needs to
be re-visited”

Evidently, Brun has been operating
with 54 seats even though his variance was
denied in September 2006 so Sharon
Anderson, of Anderson Jewelers in Wright
Square, questioned the town’s enforcement
policy.

“A year has passed since it was denied.
Don’t any of you check to see what’s being
done? The guy can go on and do whatever
he wants to do?” she asked.

Betz said the zoning and planning de-
partment has been understaffed but since
Code Enforcement Officer Josh Ward has
been hired, the town has been document-
ing restaurant parking versus seating in the
B2 and B3 districts.  “Letters were sent to
all the restaurants letting them know that
we will be inspecting how many seats and
parking spots they have,” said Betz.

Alan Shultz, owner of Fireside Restau-
rant in Wright Square, questioned the le-
gitimacy of the eight spots deeded to Wild
Thyme by the Clarys.

“If someone buys the old Macon Bank
they are going to want to know exactly how
many parking spots they have,” he said. “It’s
important to know who gets what”

... PARKING continued from page 1

•See PARKING page 29
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Phone: 8 2 8 .7 4 3 . 6 0 1 0
Cell: 828.269.9046 randsoellner@earthlink.net  NC Lic.9266 FL Lic.AR9264

RANDRANDRANDRANDRAND
SOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNER
ARCHITECT

website: randarch.com

Mountain Architecture & Interiors

Steve Abranyi
828-787-2297
828-342-3234

Ask about
“Green Building

Options!”

Corner of 2nd and Spring streets
Highlands, NC 28741

(828) 526-4929

Visit us at www.WarthConstruction.com

Whether your property is on top of a cliff or
lakeside, we have the experience to make

your home a reality.

Construction, Inc.

• BUILDERS & ARCHITECTS •

Call today for information.

Highlands – 828-526-2412
Lake Toxaway – 828-883-8004

or visit our website at:
www.schmittbuilders.com

“Building Dreams
Since 1965”

12' x 36' Cedar Park Home at Chestnut
Cottages, 674 Chestnut Street, Lot
#11.Includes Cedar Park Home, 1 BR, 1
BA, Very private, screen porch with
additional sleeping loft, gas stove,
wood laminate floors, electric FP,
Central AC, Natural stacked stone
surround. $169K Includes all closing
costs and fees for the first year. Annual
association Fee: $1,200. Call 526-5939.

For Sale
Chestnut Cottage• BUSINESS NEWS •

Summit One Gallery opens All His
Creatures by Betty Foy Botts on Saturday,
October 13th with a reception for Ms. Botts
from 5-7 p.m. As an artist, Betty Foy Botts
has a specific viewpoint that is uniquely her
own. “This is a gift from God. I am con-
stantly impacted by the world around me.
There is great beauty and yet there is also
great pain. We live in a world of darkness
and light. I choose to embrace the light.”
she says. She chooses to paint what she sees
as beautiful and touching and that which
resonates deep within her soul. She wants
to touch the hearts and spirits of those who
view her paintings so that when they walk
away they will take with them a sense of
who she is as an artist and also who she is
as a child of God.

In her work, she attempts to go to those
places deepest in her heart and mind that
she is unable to put into words but can
communicate by using color and texture.
Movement is also an important factor in
her work. “Life is not stationary, but always
about being and changing. I am driven in
my paintings to reach that place where they
become real to me, living and breathing,
not just paint on a canvas.” she says. These
paintings usually start out with some rudi-
mentary drawings, and go through many
processes until they start to take on their
own form. She calls this the time when the
painting starts to “be” and she becomes
only an instrument. She has learned to trust
that inner voice that speaks to her as she

explores and creates. “Something WILL
happen if I just persevere and trust the pro-
cess. This something is always more imag-
inable and delightful than I could ever con-
ceive.” Her work is about trusting her inner
voice, willing to take risks, knowing when
it’s complete.

Betty Foy’s current works deal with
animals and nature. Aristotle says ‘In all
things of nature, there is something mar-
velous.’ “I am attempting to capture the es-
sence of the animal’s spirit and his own
unique individuality.” All His Creatures
continues through Nov. 13. Summit One
Gallery is located in “The Galleries,” South
Second Street, Highlands N.C.
526.2673summitonegallery@verizon.net
www.summitonegallery.com

Summit One Gallery
opens ‘All His Creatures’

Call 526-0782 to place ads.



828-526-2338

...ON THE VERANDAH “...Highlands Most Scenic Dining”
Wine Spectator Award

Since 1987

Reservations
suggested.

otv1@ontheverandah.com

Dinner nightly from 6 p.m
Sunday Brunch 11 am – 2 pm.

Music nightly including Chad Reed,
Angie Jenkins and Paul Scott.

Think “Fressers” for Lunch & Dinner!

Music with Cy Timmons Wed.-Sat at 6 p.m.
 Open for lunch and dinner

Call for reservations • 526-4188

Gourmet meals • Fabulous Desserts • Wine
 Brown-bagging permitted

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •
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270 Main Street • www.mainstreet-inn.com • 828-526-2590

Now taking reservations
for Thanksgiving

2 seatings
Call for more info.

Saturday, October 13
At Main Street Inn and Cyrano’s Bookshop

Dinner and Walking Ghost Tour
with Stephanie Burt Williams

author of “Haunted Hills”
$45 per person includes 4-course gourmet

dinner. Cash bar at 6:30 p.m. Dinner at 7 p.m.
Reservations required.

Call 828-562-2590 or 800-213-9142.

Fabulous Dinner Buffet Wed.-Sat.
Also Serving Breakfast Buffet Daily

“Fabulous Food in a Casual Atmosphere”

Two Entrances – Main and Oak streets • 787-2200

Serving Lunch: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Serving Dinner: from 5 p.m.

Everyday

Now offering full service catering providing personal service
by Certified Executive Chef Charles Emrick. No event is too
small or too large. Use our facility or yours. Now booking

holiday events, business meetings, weddings, etc.

We invite you to join us
and J. Lohr Wineries for a

5-course, wine-tasting
dinner on Nov. 4.

People are reading...that means they’re seeing
the ads. Call 526-0782

Frank A. Scudder
License 992

NC Company
License 966

Over 16,000 square feet of
Fine Antiques, Oriental Rugs,
Estate Jewelry, and Fine Arts.

352 Main St.
Highlands, NC

828-526-4111

Auctions Nightly • 8 pm
Open Mon - Sat

10 am - 3 pm
For Sales & Viewing

The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary recently inducted new
member John Armor. John lives in a restored farmhouse on Kettle
Rock Mountain, that his grandparents bought in 1923. He is a writer,
with seven books and several hundred articles to his credit, and a
semi-retired lawyer who practiced 33 years in the US Supreme Court.
His next book is “These are the times that try men’s souls,” about the
life and times of Thomas Paine. John’s father, G. Maxwell Armor, Jr.,
was a lifelong member of Rotary, and involved in Rotary leadership
at several levels. John and his fiancee, Michelle, write an alternating,
weekly column for the Highlands’ Newspaper. Highlands Mountaintop
Rotary meets every Wednesday at 7:30 a.m. at the Highlands
Conference Center. Visitors are welcome.

Highlands Mountaintop Rotary Vice-President Dixie Barton, John
Armor and Mountaintop Rotary President Nick Bazan.

MountainTop Rotary admits Armor



Serving Dinner Every Evenings from 5:30 p.m.
Reservations recommended

Wine Spectator’s “Best of Award of Excellence”

Ristorante Paoletti
Fine Italian dining since 1953. 440 Main StreetCall 526-4906

Wine
Spectator
Award
Wine
List Dinner

from
5:30 p.m.akeside estaurant

531 Smallwood Avenue on Harris Lake • Dinner Reservations 828-526-9419

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center • 526-4429

Dinner: 5-11 nightly
Live Music Saturdays

International Cuisine
Cyprus

Flat Mountain Rd.
Call 526-2121 for reservations

Skyline Lodge
& Restaurant

Dinner Tuesday-Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
Breakfast Sat. and Sun. 8-11 a.m.

Champagne Brunch on Sundays noon-2 p.m.
Hal Philips at the piano Fri. & Sat. 7-9 p.m.

Also: Loose Moose – Full Service Bar474 Main Street • 526-3807
Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

Serving Dinner from 5:30
Open 7 nights a week

Reservations Recommended

The Bistro is open at 3 p.m.
featuring  wine and small plates

“The Place” for wedding receptions, rehearsal dinners,
private parties and wine dinners! Take-out available.

Serving Lunch
Thursday-Monday

11am—3pm
(Closed Tues. & Wed.)

Don Leon’s Cafe

30 Dillard Road, 526-1600
“Park any place but eat at Don Leon’s!”

Why wait for a special occasion?
At Madison’s

every day is special!

445 Main Streets Adjacent to the Inn  ~  828-526-5477  ~  www.oldedwardsinn.com

Highlands most beautiful upscale dining destination celebrates every day with their
Elevated Southern Cuisine and their Wine Spectator Award Winning wine list.

Lunch or dinner, the service will make you feel, dare we say, special.

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •
Wine & Food Events

November 9th

Domaine Serene
Flavor spectrum luncheon at 11:30

November 10th

Silver Oak Cellars and
Thomas Arvid
Wine Dinner

“Life is a Cabernet!” 6 p.m.
November 11th

Thomas Arvid and
Cakebread Cellars Brunch

at 1130 a.m.
• Also Taking reservations for

Thanksgiving, Holiday Parties and
New Year’s Eve
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NOW OPEN!
Highlands Storage Village

Come see how pleasant a visit to your
 storage facility can be!

• Independent temperature and humidity controls
• Gated access with keypad access

• Digital Video Surveillance • Carpeted units
• Covered portico loading area
• Various sizes – 5’x5’ to 10’x20’

Climate-controlled Self Storage

10% discount to first 50 renters • 526-4555
2821 Cashiers road (2.5 miles east of Main between Flat Mtn. & Buck Creek

We S
ell

 Bo
xe

s!
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would be preferred as compared to an ease-
ment because the easements would have
to be inspected by the town annually to en-
sure compliance with the requirements of
a conservation easement.

But Interim Planner Richard Betz not-
ed that donations of property do affect le-
gal property lines which could in turn af-
fect setbacks and built-upon ratios.

This bothered member Pat Taylor.
“If you deed property to the Greenway,

the setback should not apply,” said Taylor.
“You should be able to build up to the
Greenway Trail”

Member Mike Bryson, asked if the
town would be donating its property to the
Greenway and if so, would it be have to
comply with the same setback and built-
upon restrictions as private citizens?

Interim Planner Richard Betz said he
didn’t think so, but the Town Board would
have the final say.

Levo proposed a 50-foot trail to include
a 20-foot native vegetative buffer on each
side of a 10-foot trail but said actual dimen-
sions could change based on terrain and
obstacles.

Chairman Griffin Bell asked if the town

gives an exemption for the setbacks how
would that affect the state watershed rules
and regulations.

That’s another unknown about the
Greenway.

The proposed mapped trail winds its
way through town and private residential
and commercial property but because the
town has approved the trail in concept only,
the actual trail route will likely change.

“Anywhere there is a straight line we
don’t know exactly where the trial will go,
but where there are crooked lines, we’re
pretty sure,” said Quin.

The material of the trail will be mulch,
asphalt and boardwalk depending on
where the trail is and the agreements out-
lined with owners donating the property.

The current map is being updated to
show the exact route through town, resi-
dential and commercial properties and will
be presented at the next Planning Board
meeting on Monday, Oct. 22 at 5 p.m.

Once the final map is approved, it will
be similar in nature and function to the
town’s Master Sidewalk Plan.

– Jim Lewicki

... GREENWAY continued from page 1
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COUNTRY  CLUB  PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4info@verizon.net

Main Street
526-5010

Mt. Fresh
787-2002

Blue Valley Falls Estates  Fantastic designers home is located on 3
acres with lovely manicured grounds and a ridgeline view.
Quality throughout, the interior features designer finishes with a split
bedroom plan and  fantastic living spaces. Greatroom with stone fire-
place. Custom kitchen that has a pass through to the outdoor living
roothat is screened and overlooks the lower stone patio.  Lower level
has additional expansion area that is suitable for an additional family
room with fireplace, media room, and 2 bedrooms with baths. A lovely
front patio with water feature and 2 car garage $1,295,000.00  MLS#
63331

NEW HIGHLANDS LISTING IN BUCKBERRY FALLS!   3 bedroom,
3 bath with large kitchen/dining room and a second  fully equipped
kitchen for deck entertaining or for caterers.  Largegreat room.  Ex-
pansive decks to enjoy views of Shortoff mountain and stocked fish-
ing lakes.  Furniture possible.  $549,000.  MLS #63323

BRAND NEW AND A VALUE IN HIGHLANDS! 1,200 sq. ft. of fin-
ished area with lower level for expansion, 2 bedrooms, 1 large bath.
Great room with fireplace.  Wood floors, and cathedral ceilings.  Huge
covered porch.  Almost an acre with some mountain view after some
tree trimming.  $325,000.  MLS #63267

EXCEPTIONAL MOUNTAIN VIEW.  The owner has seen the cars
driving along the Blue Ridge Parkway on a clear night from this won-
derful four bedrooms, three bath and two half bath home located in a
gated community between Highlands and Cashiers.  The craftsman-
ship with hand picked woods from Maine to South Carolina is fantas-
tic!  There are North American Cherry cabinets with antiques glass
inserts in the kitchen along with granite countertops and stainless GE
appliances.  There is a fireplace on both levels.  The wood floors are
made of solid red oak tongue and groove.  The master bedroom is on
the main level and the master bath has heated tile floors.  There is a
full house generator and a water reservoir with pump in case of power
outages.  Fully furnished for $1,650,000. MLS# 63329

THIS 'ASID'  DESIGNER HOME is custom furnished down to the
tea towels.  Features include Antique Tile and wood floors, gourmet
kitchen, stone fireplace in great room. Large porch with portion
screened with fireplace.  Great views and located in the exclusive
Greyrocks of Highgate.  $1,695,000.  MLS# 62542

Newly furnished posh get away.  Perfect place to turn the key and
leave the guarded gates of Cullasaja Club in charge.  Zero mainte-
nance, cabin chic, skyhigh beams.  Unique wooded floors, 4 car-
peted bedrooms and 4 1/2 stone tile Kohler baths with granite counters.
Perfect kids or owners retreat upstairs.  Great room has two stone
fireplaces and a slate wet bar with ice maker.  Carport.  Offered at
$895,000.  MLS #61700

NEW LISTING IN HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB.  A magnificent
view and a magnifient house on a flat lot atop Brushy Face.  The
main house has 4 bedrooms and 4 1/2 baths as well as guest quar-
ters with kitchen over the garage.  There are 4 garages.  There are
too many amenities to mention.  Just know it is one of the finest
houses every offered in the Highlands area.  Call for Keturah for
more details and showing.

INCREDIBLE VZTOP VIEW!  Completely remodeled this tri-level end
unit has three bedrooms, two baths, each bedroom has a private cov-
ered balcony. The living room features cathedral ceiling, dry stack
stone fireplace and hardwood floors.  This unit recently renovated
with new HVAC, granite counter tops in kitchen, can lighting, new
stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors in kitchen and living room,
bathrooms updated with granite.  Sold furnished with a few exclu-
sions, obtain list from listing office.  Gated access, tennis courts,
MILLION DOLLAR VIEW, offered at $440,000.  mls #58111

This is a bargain priced A-frame chalet situated in a heavily wooded
mountain setting located within the town limits of Highlands with nu-
merous possibilities for renovation and upgrading. It is being offered
for a quick sale at a price considerably below assessment by Macon
County. Offered at $158,000.
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
First Saturday: Singing at 7:30 p.m.

CHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEY
Sky Valley, Georgia

The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor
Church: 706-746-2999

Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770
Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy

Communion each service
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DATTER DATTER DATTER DATTER DAY SAINTSY SAINTSY SAINTSY SAINTSY SAINTS

NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev. Cass Daly • Office – 526-2320
Sunday: Holy Communion -- 11 a.m.

(Highlands Community Center on. U.S. 64 next to the
ballfield in Highlands

Monday: Evening Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.

at First Baptist Church
Pot Luck Lunch last Sunday of each month.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERCHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERCHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERCHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERCHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERVICESVICESVICESVICESVICES
3rd & Spring Streets

Sunday 11 a.m.
Wednesday testimony meeting 7 p.m.

Study room open Tuesday 2-4 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Everett Brewer
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Prayer – 6:30 p.m.
Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 1O:45 Worship;

6:30 p.m. High School Group
Wednesdays: 5:30 p.m. Supper (free for kids 8th grade
and under);  6:15 p.m., Adult Bible Study; 6:30 p.m.

programs for students.
Thursdays: 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study

EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION
The Rev. Brian Sullivan –  Rector: 526-2968

Sunday: 8 A.M. - Holy Eucharist (Rite I) Chapel
8:30 A.M. - Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School

10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.

Monday: 4 P.M. Women’s Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 A.M. Men’s Cursillo Group

4:30 P.M. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 P.M. Choir Practice

Thursday: 10 A.M. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 A.M. Daughters of the King

• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.;  6: p.m.

(nursery provided)
Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner  5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;

Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School – 9:30

a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15
Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6 p.m.;

Prayer – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Mark Kayser, Interim Pastor

Dr. Don Mullen, Associate Pastor 526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun.School – 9:30 & 9:45.

Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion & Breakfast
Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers

Choir – 7
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD

Sixth Street
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
HIGHLANDS 7TH-DAHIGHLANDS 7TH-DAHIGHLANDS 7TH-DAHIGHLANDS 7TH-DAHIGHLANDS 7TH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCHY ADVENTIST CHURCHY ADVENTIST CHURCHY ADVENTIST CHURCHY ADVENTIST CHURCH

Wednesday evening prayer & Bible Study
Call Lloyd Kidder at 526-9474

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Senior Pastor Todd Struble; Asst. Pastor Mike Harris

526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.;

5 p.m. Youth Group
Wed: Supper; 6; 6:15 – children, youth, & adults

studies; 6:15 – Adult choir
 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Worship/Communion – 10:30
LITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOOD

Services at the Church in the Wildwood in Horse
Cove. Sundays at 7 p.m. through Labor Day. Dress is

casual. Old fashioned hymn-sing.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Jamie Passmore, (706) 782-8130
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Choir – 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin 369-6871

Friday: Sabbath Eve Services at 7 p.m.
For more information, call (706)-745-1842.

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH

Rev. Tien, Priest
Parish office, 526-2418

Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.

(through last Saturday of October)
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.;

Evening Worship – 6 p.m.
Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.

 For more information call 526-3212.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Wayne Price
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

828-369-3633
Lay Led Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

Sundays: Worship – 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

• PLACES OF WORSHIP •• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

Looking at the world we live in, each generation
prior to the current one, says things were so much
different when I was younger. When I was young we

didn’t have the problems that children today have to deal
with. When I was younger the world was a different place.
When I was younger children respected their parents and
if they didn’t they would get a lashing with the belt and
they learned to respect. When I was younger people
respected the flag, they were proud to be Americans. When
I was younger neighbors took care of each other. When I
was younger our teachers prayed with their students. When
I was young…you fill in the blank.

I have to say, when I was younger we didn’t have
compact discs or DVDs, we didn’t really have much in the
way of Cable TV. I think we had maybe 5 stations and we
were lucky at that. We definitely didn’t have I-pods, I-
phones, and the only phones that didn’t have a cord were
big and bulky, no such thing as cell phones. I remember
my first Atari. My favorite video game was Space Invaders.

All this to say, times do change, Technology changes,
people advance and things are different than when we were
kids, whether that was 20 years or 70 years. Things are
different now than they were then. The reason, we have
TV that is shown by satellite all around the world that God
created. We have more and better ways to communicate,
to learn and to experience the world. Things that were
isolated before now are widespread. So what has the world
come to? What morals, values, and beliefs do we share?
What do we teach our children, our friends and neighbors?

“When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
earth?” Luke 18:8. We know that over time, faith practices
(going to church, being a church member, taking Sabbath
rest) were much more important and ingrained in society
than they are today. Studies have shown, as well as church
records that church attendance is in decline, church
membership is in decline and the number of churches that
are closing their doors is increasing. Some have said we
have moral decline in America and that family values are
waning. So when we are asked the question of faith, what
will the Son of Man find when he returns?

I have to say I think we place too much importance
on the way things have always been done. I think the
institution of church was important for our grandparents
and not as much for our parents, and it seems today even
less important for us. Church was the social club, it is where

The church is so different
from when I was younger

Mike Harris
Associate Pastor

Highlands United
Methodist Church

•See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 31



Page 22 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, Oct. 11, 2007

Live in town at Chestnut Cottages
in a park-like atmosphere

Call (828) 526-5939 or 828-526-1684 for an appointment
or email: chestnutcottages@mac.com

Lot and Cottage
Packages from $169K

to $199K

Lot and Cottage
Packages from $169K

to $199K

A Park Home Community”
“Affordable, Peaceful and

In Town”

A Park Home Community”
“Affordable, Peaceful and

In Town”

People are reading...that means they’re seeing
the ads. Call 526-0782

Help me totally eliminate ANY development on
21 acres in the Chattooga Wild & Scenic River

areas including the headwaters of Lick Log Creek.
Also help me ensure decreased housing density

on this knob on Cowee Mountain – visual to so many
in Highlands and Cashiers.
www.cowee-chattooga.com

View from
Highway 64

traveling from
Cashiers to
Highlands

View from Whiteside
Estates and Highlands

Cove

Senior Josh Hendricks with the ball at the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee
School game on Friday, Oct. 5. The next home game is against
Murphy on Monday, Oct. 15, 6 p.m. at Zachary Field on Buck Creek
Road.

Highlands plays tough game against RGNS

Photo by Noel Athertaon

 The Macon County Public Health flu vaccination clinics for adults and healthy*
children age 9 and older. Appointments are not needed for these clinics and vaccine
will be given on a first come, first served basis. Individuals unable to wait in line
may have someone wait in line for them and a nurse will take vaccine to their vehicle.
4 p.m. – 6 p.m. at the Highlands Civic Center in Highlands.

The cost for the vaccine is $25. The health center will bill Medicare and Medicare
replacements, BCBS, and Cresent, so bring your card for these. *Free vaccine for
high-risk children and pregnant women will be available at a later date. This includes
all children 6 to 59 months of age and those with certain medical conditions. For
more information about flu clinics, call the Macon County Public Health Center at
349-2081.

Flu clinics in Highlands Oct. 18
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• HOSPITAL NEWS •

To keep the news media and the pub-
lic better informed about Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital, we are providing you
with a summary of the more significant
actions and discussion items coming be-
fore the hospital’s board of directors at
its most recent meeting on Thursday, Sept.
27.

Board chairman Bud Smith began the
meeting by introducing two new board
members. Local developer Bill Nellis and
retired medical device manufacturer ex-
ecutive George Maloney won’t officially
become board members until the Octo-
ber meeting, but attended the September
session as observers. Each gave a brief in-
troduction of themselves.

CEO Ken Shull presented an educa-
tional summary on hybrid hospitals, a
health care business concept that has be-
come fashionable in many metropolitan
areas. Shull said such hospitals are usu-
ally for-profit facilities, owned by inves-
tors (often including physicians), and
designed to capitalize on a “boutique”
segment of the medical market. Shull said
such facilities are usually oriented toward
outpatient services, don’t have an inten-
sive care unit, and structure their services
toward the most profitable segments of
the health care market.

While it is not a for-profit hospital,
nor geared simply to serve only the “bou-
tique” patient, Shull said Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital does share certain char-
acteristics with hybrid hospitals. It does
not have an ICU, nor is it geared to treat-
ing patients who require extensive inpa-
tient stays. Most of the services it provides
are on an outpatient basis and it gives its
patients a high level of customer service.
However, Shull pointed out that the hos-
pital must serve all segments of the com-
munity, since it is the only hospital in the
immediate area.

Shull went on to give the report of
the Physician Recruiting Committee, an-
nouncing that an Atlanta general surgeon
has agreed to open a practice here, be-
ginning Nov. 5. He said Dr. Gus Dozier
already has obtained his N.C. medical li-
cense and passed the hospital’s rigorous
background checks. Dozier will be in res-
idence every other week, and Shull said
the search continues for another general
surgeon to complement Dr. Dozier’s prac-
tice here. He said the hospital has several
prospects, including another Atlanta sur-
geon of outstanding reputation. Still an-
other surgeon, this one from inside North
Carolina, visited the hospital the week

Summary of Combined Sept.
Meeting of the Highlands-Cashiers

Hospital Board of Directors
before, he said.

Shull said negotiations are still on
track that would bring a gastroenterolo-
gist to the hospital, probably sometime
after the first of the year. The recruiting
committee continues to work on bring-
ing another specialist in internal medi-
cine to the area.

Board members heard some good fi-
nancial news during the Finance Com-
mittee’s report. The hospital made mon-
ey in August, as utilization was up signif-
icantly. For one thing utilization of swing
beds in acute was much improved, but
general admissions were up as well.

Chief Financial Officer Mike Daiken
presented the proposed budget for the
coming fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1.
That budget projects a smaller loss next
year than this year’s projected loss. The
addition of general surgery services is ex-
pected to bolster the hospital’s bottom
line somewhat next year, although that
extra income will be partially offset by
first-year startup costs. Hospital officials
had hoped next year’s budget would be
closer to breaking even, before deprecia-
tion. However, delays in the reintroduc-
tion of general surgery and gastroenter-
ology have pushed back the timetable for
a financial turnaround approximately 12
months.

Board members approved the new
budget and there will now be discussions
with the hospital’s Foundation Board
about funding the projected deficit.

In the absence of the Planning Com-
mittee chairman, Shull gave the commit-
tee’s report, saying the group is taking
another look at the area’s and the hospi-
tal’s employee housing needs, and has
talked with the town’s ad hoc committee
about various possibilities. He said the
committee will hear more on the subject
from a consultant in October.

On another ongoing subject, Shull
said the Planning Committee will meet
Oct. 2 with the architects who have been
working on plans for a new medical of-
fice complex to serve the greater Cashiers
area. The architects will present several
concepts for the project, which is planned
for the old Oakmont Lodge property on
NC 107 North.

Committee members also discussed
a proposed strategic plan and mission
statement for the hospital. No action was
taken pending further work on the draft.

Chief of Staff Dr. Mark Wagner pre-
sented the unanimous recommendation

•See HOSPITAL NEWS page 25

Friday, October 5 was an additional in-
service training day for the full-time offic-
ers of the Highlands Police Department.

What did they do? Everyone reported
to the Firing Range for additional In-Ser-
vice Training at the Law Enforcement Train-
ing Center in Dillsboro. This year the High-
lands Police Department has accumulated
twice the number of state required continu-
ing education course hours.

“I am convinced by preparing for more
than what the state requires, we can pro-
vide a better service to our community,” said
Chief Bill Harrell. “In our training we fo-
cus on some things that are unique to our
geographical location that are not preva-
lent in communities anywhere else.” Cur-
rently the Highlands Police Department
exceeds the state’s curriculum in Legal Up-
dates, Ethics-On-Duty/Off-Duty, Juvenile
Minority Sensitivity Training, Current
Youth Culture — “What’s Hot, What’s
Not?,” Interacting with Special Populations
and Domestic Violence.

“I am gratified by our officers’ commit-
ment, diligence and efforts to continuing
education,” said Harrell.

In addition to meeting the North Caro-
lina state requirements, the department has
conducted training in accident investiga-
tions, rapid deployment for active shoot-
ers, combat courses, shoot & don’t shoot

Highland Police Department exceeds
state mandated in-Service training

prism, and defensive driving. Instructors
from other law enforcement agencies and
three members of the Highlands Police
Department — Chief Harrell, Captain Todd
Ensley and Officer Tim Fish — are Certi-
fied State Law Enforcement Training In-
structors. They conduct training sessions for
the department in addition to providing
training for officers from other agencies.

The training session at Dillsboro con-
sisted of several sessions. All participants
completed the Combat Course where they
had to identify “Shoot or Don’t Shoot Tar-
gets.” The targets would rotate randomly
and the officer had to make a rapid assess-
ment as to whether the target was an inno-
cent by-stander or criminal pointing a gun
at the officer.

Chief Harrell also orchestrated a ses-
sion entitled Rapid Deployment for Active
Shooters. Since the tragedies at Columbine
High School and Virginia Tech, the FBI and
LAPD Swat Team have developed these rap-
id deployment tactics for law enforcement
agencies. All police departments through-
out the country have learned and continu-
ously practice these tactics.

In addition, the officers are required
to do calisthenics and running to increase
the heart rate before rapidly moving
through obstacles and firing at the appro-
priate targets.

During the “Combat and Target Identification” course, Officer John Cherry
fires his weapon at target under the supervision of Firearms Instructor, Officer
Tim Fish who is also a member of the Highlands Police Department.
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of the hospital’s Medical Staff to creden-
tial new general surgeon Gus Dozier, MD,
FACS. Board members unanimously ap-
proved that recommendation, the final
step in the credentialing process. Hospi-
tal board members also approved the
Medical Staff’s recommendation to grant
privileges to radiologists with Virtual Ra-
diologic, Corp., who will provide back-
up reading services for hospital’s own,
full-time radiologist.

In his administrative report, Shull
told board members that the WNC
Health Network has been working with
the University of North Carolina’s Medi-
cal School to allow medical students to
perform some of the third- and forth-year
rotations here in Western North Caroli-
na. While most of the rotation time would
be spent at Mission Hospitals or the
Mountain Area Health Education Center
in Asheville, the students would be re-
quired to spend part of the time at facili-
ties outside Buncombe County. That
could help rural hospitals across the re-
gion in recruiting future physicians.

Shull also reported that Mission Hos-
pital CEO Joe Damore and COO Brian
Aston visited Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal several weeks earlier to discuss ways
to increase cooperation between the two
providers and identify various areas of
mutual interest.

The hospital has also started a recy-
cling program, which is already well un-
der way. Shull said progress on remodel-
ing for the new nuclear medicine camera
is also well under way. In fact installation
of the equipment is expected to begin Oct.

15, with the equipment to be operation-
al by the month’s end.

Finally, Foundation board member
Charlie Sheehan gave a brief report of that
board’s earlier meeting, including recap-
ping the changes in leadership that will

take effect Oct. 1. Long-time Foundation
board member and past chairman Bill
Gaston of Highlands will take over the
chairmanship from outgoing chairper-
son Cassandra Manley of Cashiers.

At the end of the meeting, Smith pre-

sented plaques recognizing their service
to out-going board members Tony Potts
and Chief of Staff Dr. Mark Wagner (oth-
er out-going board members Rick Rob-
son and Cassandra Manley were not
present to receive their plaques).

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and
AnMed Regional Blood Center will con-
duct their annual fall blood drive in High-
lands on October 29 and 30.

The AnMed bloodmobile will be at
First Citizens Bank on US 64 East on
Monday, Oct. 29, from 10 a.m. until 6
p.m., and at Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal on Tuesday, Oct. 30, from 9 until 11
a.m.

The bloodmobile will also be at the
Albert Carlton Community Library on
Grouse Point Road in Cashiers from 1-
5:30 p.m. on that same afternoon.

No reservations are needed to donate.
Even if you have donated blood earlier
this year, you can still donate again as
long as it has been at least eight weeks. In
fact, this fall’s blood drive is several weeks
later this year. It was delayed in order to
give those who donated at the Relay for
Life blood drive back in August enough

Hospital’s fall
blood drives set
for Oct. 29 & 30

•See BLOOD DRIVES page 42



    

Trunk Shows
Oct. 12-14

Mary Louise/Bijoux de Mer
& Nina McLemore
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New Fall and Holiday items arriving daily
FALL SALE

Select Ladies Wear and Jewelry 25%-75% Off

The Fine Art Center/Bascom-Louise
Gallery’s Oak Street construction site is
undergoing a magnificent metamorphosis,
and now it boasts its very first completed
structure.

The first building on the property is an
Early American solid chestnut corncrib that
was rescued and preserved by Wayne Yonce.
Yonce is the art center’s procurer and
consultant for several historical
constructions, including the Ester Barn and
a vintage covered bridge. He is also
overseeing the Crane Stables project.

The crib has an interesting history.
Corncribs were actually a Native American
invention. The elevated structure with
slatted walls allowed harvested corn to be
stored for later use. Europeans adopted this
storage method and in hard times were
known to raid Native American stashes. As
a result, native groups abandoned the crib

Bascom’s first building erected on-site
Community encouraged to visit new corncrib and view plans

It took just a few days for workers to erect an Early American solid chestnut
corncrib at the site of the Bascom-Louise Gallery’s new fine art center. The
corncrib was rescued and preserved by Wayne Yonce, second from left, who
also procured the center’s Ester Barn and covered bridge.

and buried their food in caches. By the 20th
century, “corncrib” referred to large barns
with special bins that housed the grain.

Yonce acquired this unique crib (he has
never seen another like it) at the same time
and place he obtained the mid-19th-century
barn that will become the art center’s porta
cochere, which will grace the entry to the
new center.

For right now, the crib will be set near
the street. Building plans are displayed on
the interior walls for visitors to view during
the center’s construction, and the
community is encouraged to pop over and
take a look at the plans. When the new
center is complete, the crib will be
repositioned across the creek from which
visitors can enjoy the waterfall and creekside
scenery.

For more information about the new
art center, call (828) 526-0207.

The staff of the Bascom-Louise Gallery stands in front of the art center’s first
on-site building: a solid chestnut corncrib. From left are Kaye Gorecki, artistic
director; Jessica Connor, director of marketing and administration; Mary James,
business manager; Donna Woods, director of events; Margie Shambaugh,
volunteer coordinator; Darlene Marett, administrative assistant; and Donna
Rhodes, education director. (Not pictured: Bob Fisher, board chairman and
acting executive director.)

• BASCOM FINE ART CENTER NEWS •



Vacation Rental
or B&B

on Mirror Lake

Three beds, 3 baths, plus cottage. Huge
decks, dock, canoe and paddleboat. Rent
entire lodge or cottage or individual suites.

Call 828-342-2302
www.thelodgeonmirrorlake.com

Also for sale:
$975,000

On
Lake Sequoyah

Three master suites with jetted tubs
and showers. Sleeping nook with

private bath.
4 fireplaces, 2 living areas. Newly

Renovated. Private dock w/canoe &
firepit.

Call 828-342-2302.
www.thelodgeonmirrorlake.com

REDUCED to $1,395 million

The Elephant’s
Foot Antiques

Antique and Decorative

Home Furnishings,

Accessories and Lighting

Closing Oct. 27
680 N. Fourth Street

828-526-5451

Enjoy active South Florida
“WINTER LIFESTYLE”

Sheldon Jaffee
Lang Realty • (561) 395-8244

bocaexpert@aol.com
www.waterfrontand
luxuryestates.com

Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Monday-Saturdays
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• Down
comforters
• Down blankets
• 600 & 440
thread count
sheet sets
• Feather beds
• New shipment
of sheets

Next to Farmers Market  on the Main Street side

526-4905
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People are reading on the
street and on the web –
7,500 in all. Spend your
advertising dollar wisely!

Put it where it will be
seen.

Call 526-0782

SALE

Two hundred people headed to The Farm at Old Edwards Inn last Friday
night, Oct. 5, for the Bascom-Louise Gallery’s annual Art & Wine Auction.
The event raised much-needed funds for the nonprofit art center’s
operations, including free exhibitions and community art classes. Old
Edwards Inn was the corporate sponsor. Dennis Hall served as the
auctioneer. Above, Marty Greer bids on one of the 13 live auction items.

• BASCOM FINE ART CENTER NEWS •

the county had given those contractors its
“stamp of approval.”

“This became a matter of serious con-
cern to some who used these “approved”
contractors and were severely disappoint-
ed in the performance,” said Mason.

The advantage given to approved con-
tractors was not requiring a erosion plan if
land disturbance was under an acre.

“The previous ordinance gave the ap-
pearance that Macon County was discrim-
inatory against contractors not approved by
us,” wrote Morgan. “Removing the label of
approved contractors levels the playing field
for all contractors.”

Now anyone who is disturbing a ½ acre
or more must get a land disturbance per-
mit and submit an erosion control plan.

Under the new ordinance, the county
can also revoke the land disturbance per-
mit for refusal to comply with the ordinance
standards or requirements.

“This will be a useful tool for enforce-
ment purposes,” wrote Morgan. “A person
can’t keep their permit if they are unwill-
ing to comply with the ordinance. The old
ordinance didn’t make concessions for that
type of action on Macon County’s part.”

There is also a time limit on land dis-
turbing permits now, which will improve

the overall health of the county’s waterways
because the longer an area is left disturbed
the more likely disturbed soil will wash into
streams, wrote Morgan. Soil is no longer
allowed to be left exposed indefinitely.

Most interesting to commissioners was
the use of a new computer-generated pen-
alty program which will remove the “hu-
man element” from assessing citations and
the cost associated with them.

“Using the computer program will de-
fine the monetary rate of penalties which
will make the process less arbitrary and
more methodical,” said Mason.

The program allows the administrator
to enter information such as how much
sediment was deposited off site, how many
streams or properties did the violation af-
fect, how much money did the violator save
by not complying with the ordinance, etc.
“These items are all relative in determining
the amount of the penalty for the viola-
tion,” wrote Morgan. “The program than
places a multiplication factor on these items
and establishes the amount of the assessed
penalty for the violation.”

Included in the ordinance is an appeal
process that could eventually go all the way
to the Superior Court for review.

... EROSION continued from page 1



Larry Brannan Dennis DeWolf John “Buz” Dotson Gary Drake Alan Marsh Larry Rogers
• Brannan:
Knowing which current

issues a particular candidate
considers the most crucial
may give a voter some in-
sight into the priorities of
that candidate. However,
just listing the issues is rela-
tively easy but does not re-
veal what position or action
the candidate might take on
each current issue and espe-
cially the future issues. One
need only to regularly read
this newspaper and to look
at the Highlands website
(Town Board meetings min-
utes) to be aware of what
the current hot issues are.

You are voting for three
Commissioner seats that
will be held for the next
three years. Hopefully, most
of the issues of interest now
will be resolved long before
then. So, it seems that
knowing how each candi-
date will approach all com-
plex and contentious issues
is more important than his
position on a particular top-
ic.

If a candidate seems to
be mostly interested in pro-
tecting the environment,
you could be concerned
about his support for the
business community. Like-
wise, if candidates have a
mostly business back-
ground, the voters may wor-
ry about protecting the ap-
pearance and unique qual-
ities of our town. Like many
of you, I have lived in and
visited many places much
less desirable, so, I do fully
appreciate the beauty of
Highlands and the sur-
rounding forest and moun-

Question #3 for the Town Board candidates:
What are the some key issues facing Highlands today?

tains. I very much want to
help keep it that way. My
wife and I have owned com-
mercial property for many
years and owned and oper-
ated a retail business for 10
years. I know first hand the
difficulty of managing a suc-
cessful and prosperous
small business.

I have heard many
Highlands citizens com-
plain about the changes
made in town during the
last four years. Most realize
that changes will occur, but
feel that the size, style and
density of much of the con-
struction were unnecessary
and are detrimental to
Highlands. I understand
that we have to maintain a
vital and prosperous busi-
ness community and at the
same time not degrade the
appearance and ‘feel’ of
Highlands. I feel that the
balance has shifted more
towards large construction
projects and away from the
‘mountain village’ concept.
I would work to restore the
balance more towards the
benefit of our local small
businesses and all the peo-
ple of the Highlands area.

It is not just the big
newsworthy issues that
make the difference. Each
decision, however small
and mundane it may seem,
can impact the vitality and
appearance of our town. It
will take vigilance and per-
severance when addressing
large and small decisions to
protect the interests of all in
Highlands. As Town Board
Commissioner, that would
be intent and goal,

If you would like to
read or reread my personal
information and/or my
viewpoints on subjects pre-
viously published in this
newspaper, please see my
web page at internet address
http://mysite.verizon.net/
r e s r w 8 l k /
larry_town_commissioner/

• DeWolf
There are a significant

number of important issues
facing our town over the
next several years. In view of
the dynamics of change that
will inevitably occur over
time in our community one
issue that seems important
now can easily be supersed-
ed by another in a relatively
short period of time. If there
was one all encompassing
aspect of continuing con-
cern that I have however it
would be for our environ-
ment, our sensitivity to the
need for its protection, and
the willingness of each of us
to sacrifice personal expec-
tations and perceived needs
for the good of each other.
To be specific about certain
factors having an adverse
impact on each of us it goes
without saying that we are
well behind improving
some of our town utilities
infrastructure – i.e. sewer
connections for all seg-
ments of town, particularly
in those areas of proximity
to our lakes and perennial
streams and storm water
drainage systems to control
run-off or pollutants and
soil erosion. In addition ef-
fective waste management
practices & recycling pro-
grams to encourage conser-

vation is absolutely neces-
sary. These are only a few of
the important aspects of
environmental protection
that need our attention and
accomplishing these tasks
in a reasonable amount of
time is a daunting task at a
significant cost. The issue
then becomes a question.
What is the appropriate
time line for accomplishing
these goals that is fair in cost
to the taxpayers balanced
against the constant erosion
of the environment that car-
ries it own timeline.

To manage growth and
development that inevitably
impacts our environment
it’s important that we con-
tinue to develop, refine and
enforce effective ordinances
that guide and respect a bal-
ance between individual
rights and the collective
rights of the community
with a goal of perpetuating
a sense of character, spirit
and economic vitality for
all.

• Dotson:
There are a number of

ongoing issues that need to
be addressed. In no partic-
ular order of importance, I
feel a few of them are as fol-
lows:

1. Parking in the Busi-
ness District.

Parking issues need to
be put to bed. We do not
have a parking problem, we
have a parking manage-
ment problem. The physi-
cal make-up of the town has
been driven by parking re-
quirements. The Town of
Highlands has expanded
public parking over the

years, yet it continues to re-
quire some businesses to
provide on-site parking
when public parking is ad-
jacent. We can’t throw park-
ing out the window, but so-
lutions can be achieved.

2. Better communica-
tion with Macon County
offices.

County building and
permitting offices should be
in direct contact with Town
of Highlands Zoning De-
partment so the Town will
be on top of projects that get
permitted through the
county and completed,
sometimes without the
Town even being aware of
the existence of the project.

3. Code Enforcement.
The Town of Highlands

needs to provide for better
enforcement of its Zoning
Ordinance. Currently there
are numerous violations of
Town Zoning ordinances
and this problem presents
itself on everything from sig-
nage and property setbacks
to projects that are not com-
pleted as permitted. This is
a self-perpetuating problem
in that current violations
soon become “grandfa-
thered” by lack of oversight.
Regrettably, the turnover in
zoning officials in the past
15 years has exacerbated en-
forcement problems. We
need flow, continuity, com-
munication and a level play-
ing field.

4. Successful resolution
of the ABC Store issues.

The Highlands ABC
store generates tremendous
revenue for the Town of
Highlands. All local ABC

boards are independent
political subdivisions of the
state. I feel the town should
support and help grow –
within reason – the revenue
stream that the ABC store
provides.

5. Board Meeting Facil-
ities.

The current Board
Room in Town Hall does
not provide for adequate
attendance by the public.
Until better facilities are pro-
vided, I would suggest that
all meetings open to the
public be held in one of the
meeting rooms at the Civic
Center. This would provide
a far more accessible venue
for the public and would
allow for all boards to face
and address the audience in
attendance.

6. Public Restrooms.
Our public restrooms

need a face lift along with
updated signage.

• Drake:
Water Supply/Sewer

Systems: For years silt has
been going into our rivers
and lakes which provide
water to the town. The
board seems to be doing all
it can and taking the prop-
er steps to protect our wa-
ter, but we must stay on top
of this serious problem. The
board has allocated in the
budget for the next several
years to expand the sewer
system; we must make sure
the project goes forward.

Affordable Housing: I
don’t know the answer to
this situation at this time,
even if there is a problem or
an answer due to the high
•See CANDIDATES page 31
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Family
Float Trip
Adventures

KID’S
GO FOR

$10
Great Smoky Mt. River Fun

Tuckaseegee
Outfitters

1-888-593-5050
Hwy. 74W • Dillsboro, N.C.

www.raftnc.com

• DAY TRIPS & EXCURSIONS •

Mom Approved Rafting!

 Highway 441    Dillsboro, NC
(Toll Free) 1-866-586-3797

828-506-3610

4-years-old or 40 lbs.
Rental & Guided Trips.

Across from downtown Dillsboro

www.northcarolinarafting.com

DILLSBORO
RIVER COMPANY, LLC

 Adventure
      Depot
Canoe & Kayak Tours

& Rentals
Hiking Trips

Llama Trekking
Pontoon Boat Tours
Fly Fishing Classes
Mtn. Bike Rentals

Rappeling

1-800-903-4401 • 828-743-2052
www.adventuredepot.net

OLD CLAYTON INN
60 S. Main Street –

Clayton, GA

706-782-7722 for
reservations

Come for breakfast and lunch
everyday.

Prime Rib Dinner Buffet
5-9 p.m. Friday and Saturday

$15.95
(beer and wine available)

Also, Karaoke Saturday night

Special Carvery
Sunday Lunch, 11-2pm. $11.50
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• Complete line of office
supplies

• Laminating • Fax Service
• Greeting Cards

• Laser paper
• Ink Cartridges

Highlands Plaza
526-3379

Email
highlandseditor@aol.com
for Highlands’ Newspaper
advertising information

• BUSINESS NEWS •

Acclaimed novelist Sandra Brown,
whose addictive thrillers always climb the
New York Times bestseller list, will sign
“Play Dirty” at Cyrano’s Bookshop this Sat-
urday, along with Ann Sharpsteen, co-au-
thor (with the late Vivian Cash) of “I
Walked the Line,” a memoir about Johnny
Cash. On Friday afternoon Stephanie Burt
Williams will autograph her new book of
ghost stories set in Highlands and Cash-
iers, and on Sunday Jim Melvin will sign
his new fantasy novel.

Just in time for Halloween: On Friday,
Oct 12, from 3-5- p.m., Stephanie Burt
Williams will sign copies of her latest col-
lection of spooky tales, “Haunted Hills:
Ghosts and Legends of Highlands and
Cashiers, North Carolina.”

Ms. Williams, a former reporter at The
Highlander newspaper who now works for
the Charleston Post & Courier, has collect-
ed 15 stories of purported hauntings that
range from inns and summer mansions to
Whiteside and Satulah mountains. Ms.
Williams’s earlier books include “Wicked
Charlotte: The Sordid Side of the Queen
City” and “Ghost Stories of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County.” “Haunted Hills” is
illustrated with many historic and contem-
porary photographs and will provide plea-
surable tingles of fear and dread!

Sandra Brown will be at Cyrano’s on
Saturday, Oct. 13, from noon to 3 p.m. Ms.
Brown (a lifelong Texan who has a house
in Highlands) is the author of 55 New York
Times bestsellers, including “Ricochet,”
“Chill Factor” and “White Hot.”

Her newest, “Play Dirty,” is sure to
please her legions of fans and has already
made it to the top of the New York Times
hardcover fiction bestsellers. In “Play Dirty,”
Griff Burkett is a disgraced former Dallas
Cowboys quarterback who has spent five
years in prison. Now he has been hired to
father a child for a paraplegic airline CEO
and his wife who cannot have their own.
That’s a tricky triangle all by itself, but now
the crooked cop who helped send Burkett

Sandra Brown Among Four Authors Signing
at Cyrano’s This Weekend

to the slammer is accusing him of an un-
solved murder.

Publisher’s Weekly says, “The seven
deadly sins help propel this provocative,
sex-fueled thriller from bestseller.” The
glamorous-yet-super-friendly Brown
wowed her fans when she signed “Chill
Factor” at Cyrano’s two years ago.

Ann Sharpsteen will autograph at Cyr-
ano’s from 3:30 to 5 p.m. She collaborated
with the late Vivian Cash – first wife of
Johnny Cash and mother of his four daugh-
ters — on her new autobiography, “I
Walked the Line: My Life With Johnny.”
New York Times book reviewer Janet Mas-
lin called it a “wildly romantic book, but
also a sad and wrenching one, a testament
to the destructive power of hopes pushed
past the breaking point” and predicted that
it could be the “most surprising” music-re-
lated memoir of the season.

When Sharpsteen, a television and ra-
dio writer/producer in Tennessee, was
working on a documentary about Johnny
Cash for MTV, Vivian was the one person
connected to the Man in Black who did not
want to be in it.

Vivian thought her story would be slight-
ed and that current myths about Johnny
would win out. But she and Sharpsteen still
became fast friends and decided to collabo-
rate on a book about Vivian’s relationship
with Johnny. “I Walked the Line” is the re-
sult, with the manuscript completed days
before Vivian died from lung cancer.

The greatest find here are dozens of
Johnny’s love letters to Vivian from the
1950s (they met in 1951 and divorced in
1968). Touching and revealing, they togeth-
er with many family photos and Vivian’s
commentary add up to a book that the
Washington Post calls “riveting and dishy.”

From 1-3 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 14, Jim
Melvin will be at Cyrano’s to sign his new
fantasy novel, “The Pit,” Book One of the
Death Wizard Chronicles, which will even-
tually have six titles. Mr. Melvin, an award-
winning former journalist at the St. Peters-
burg Times newspaper now lives in Clem-
son, S.C. Melvin’s work will appeal to so-
phisticated aficionados of other realms. The
author says:

“The Death Wizard Chronicles is not
for children and teenagers — or the faint
of heart. But if you like graphic fantasy that
is bursting with excitement yet still has a
lot going on between the lines, I  think you’ll
love my series. In a groundbreaking para-
dox, the Death Wizard, a champion of
good, derives his power from a source tra-
ditionally seen as negative — death.”

Cyrano’s Bookshop is located at 390
Main Street in Highlands, North Carolina.
Books can be reserved for autographing by
calling (828) 526-5488.

... PARKING from pg 16
Betz said as the shopping center now

stands with retail shops, service businesses
and one restaurant, there is plenty of park-
ing in the front and in the back to accom-
modate the current residents and any new
ones that might occupy the old bank build-
ing or build on the vacant lot. “If another
restaurant comes in that may cause a prob-
lem,” he said.

Betz said Brun may ask the Town Board
to amend the zoning ordinance for a re-
duced parking formula due to the number
of public parking available and due to pos-
sible joint use of parking lots especially at
night.



Left: Walk to downtown Highlands from
this new log home with lots of charm.
Three bedrooms, 3 baths, hand-hewn
logs, two-story rock fireplace, Pine
floors, professional landscaping, outdoor
fire pit. Can have additional privacy or
build additional homes on adjoining 3
acres. Offered for $849,000 with addi-
tional land also available.

Right: Former home of Highlands pre-
mier contractor Deadeye Potts. Wormy
chestnut in living room, some hardwood
under carpet. Wonderful pond in back-
yard with deck overlooking it. Private
location, yet very close in. Downstairs
basement area could be finished into
more bedrooms and living space. Ex-
tensively remodeled in recent years. 2
bedrooms, 2 baths. Pond, privacy, ex-
cellent construction, in-town. Unoccu-
pied and easy to show. Reduced 50K
from 998,000 to 948,000

Chris Gilbert
www.carolinamountainbrokers.com

Phone: (828)-526-5296 or (828)-421-3161
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Four bedroom, 2 bathFour bedroom, 2 bathFour bedroom, 2 bathFour bedroom, 2 bathFour bedroom, 2 bath
house situated onhouse situated onhouse situated onhouse situated onhouse situated on
2.34ac with a pond2.34ac with a pond2.34ac with a pond2.34ac with a pond2.34ac with a pond
and creek, nestledand creek, nestledand creek, nestledand creek, nestledand creek, nestled

below thebelow thebelow thebelow thebelow the
Fodderstacks inFodderstacks inFodderstacks inFodderstacks inFodderstacks in

Horse CoveHorse CoveHorse CoveHorse CoveHorse Cove

CharmingCharmingCharmingCharmingCharming
Private CottagePrivate CottagePrivate CottagePrivate CottagePrivate Cottage

$795,000$795,000$795,000$795,000$795,000
MLS# 63389MLS# 63389MLS# 63389MLS# 63389MLS# 63389

REDUCED!

CallCallCallCallCall
Jerry HudsonJerry HudsonJerry HudsonJerry HudsonJerry Hudson
828-787-2121828-787-2121828-787-2121828-787-2121828-787-2121



All services are at the
Highlands Community Center

on Highway 64 next to the ballpark.
For more information, call the

Christ Anglican Church office at
526-2320

office@christanglicanchurch.com

Christ
Anglican
Church

Traditional • Conservative • Orthodox
at the

Highlands Community Center
Serving Cashiers and Highlands

All ARE WELCOME!

Sunday, Oct. 14
Holy Communion

11 a.m.
at Highlands Rec Park
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NEW HOME/CHALET
10 MINS FROM TOWN OFF TURTLE

POND, 2/1 WITH LOFT, POSS
3RD BEDROOM, .897AC

1177SQ’ $199,000
CALL TY @ 828-577-9261

HOME FOR SALE

K Macone Studios
Fine Art Fresco Paintings

Old world inspired Fresco paintings
textured and aged to recreate the
romance of “European Antiquity”

Inventory Pieces Available
Commissions Welcomed

www.maconestudios.com
email: Kathleen@maconestudios.com

524-8090

cost of land and development on the pla-
teau. I know businesses have issues with
lack of employees due to the short supply
of a work force on the plateau, but would
affordable housing cure the problem? I
don’t think so.

Multi-families: Our most pressing
problem today is multi-families living un-
der one roof. This problem exists now and
it must be controlled. There seems to be a
blind eye to this and nothing seems to be
done unless someone complains. If I can
drive around our community and see the
problems why can’t our officials?

• Marsh:
The following key issues are the rea-

sons I want to be re-elected to the Town
Board.

Storm Water Control – The town just
received the new state flood plain maps
which show that parts of the town are in
the flood plain. The town asked McGill
Engineering to develop a Master Storm
Water Plan for Highlands. The plan was
paid for mostely with state Clean Water
Trust Funds. We have received the plan and
McGill estimates the cost to be up to $12
milion. We need to start on this plan as
soon as possible. Hopeing to get matching
rant money from the Clean Water Trust
Funds or other grant money.

Harris Lake Dwer Project – We are ty-
ring for a matching grant from the Clean
Water Trust Fund to complete this project.
In 2008 we have bedgeted more than $1
million for our share.

For the last three years, I have pushed
fo sidewalks in the residential areas. We did
complete the sidewalk on 5th Street from
main to Chestnut streets. This fall the state
highway department is going to repave
Chestnut from 4th to 6th streets and add a
sidewalk from 4th to 5th streets. Next year
they are going to add a sidewalk from 5th
to 6th streets. I am hoping the town will
build a sidewalk on 6th Street from main
to Chestnut streets next year.

The town owns all utility poles in the
town and the Town Board has been workinf
for the last few months on a new contract
for Verizon Telephone Company and
Northland Cable Company.The new con-
tract would charge for renting each pole to
being charged per attachment on each pole.
This should double our income.

Rogers:
The key issues:
• The Handling of the ETJ.
• Extending town sewer to Mirror Lake

and other outlying areas.
• Adding sidewalks with parking.

... CANDIDATES continued from page 28

we went to visit uncle Joe and the Houston’s
down the street. You received word on those
whom you hadn’t seen for the week. It was
your source of “news”. Church helped
people who were down and out to have a
little help and hope. Church also taught us
a little about God too. We had our
preaching and teaching then we finished
up with a meal together. We didn’t have TV
preachers or Sunday afternoon soccer
games. NASCAR was only for those who
had a track near them. Local sports were
not more important than worship. In reality
church used to be an outlet for people. They
served their purpose of faith and so much
more in the relationship building of a
community.

Today church is different. People do
not attend because it is the place to be
(although some churches are the place to
be). People have plenty of other social
choices for fellowship and friendship that
the church does not have to be that place.
There is a social club on every corner of this
town or around every curve in the road. But
the function of church and the way the
younger generation looks at church is so
different. Now I am not saying that the
church is not important. In reality, when
you say things are different than when you
were younger, you have to allow the church
to be one of those things that is changing
to keep up with people today.

In no way do I think we should dilute
the message that Jesus walked on this earth
to share, but I think we have to realize that

2007 is much different than 2000 years ago
when Jesus and his Disciples walked the
earth. We took the teachings of Jesus as
interpreted by Paul and others and built
buildings and institutions to offer praise to
our Awesome God, to come together to
fellowship, to meet and learn and grow and
socialize. It worked and now it is declining.
Sure some churches are growing while
others fail. All churches struggle.

We struggle with how to pay the bills,
whose theology is more right. Which
people we should reach out to and which
ones we should not. We talk about those
who know they sin versus those who don’t
realize what sin is. We talk about our
brothers and sisters and decide who is and
who isn’t. We fight over what our kids will
learn and which biblical leaders we want
them to avoid, because we know they have
it wrong.

I think that if we listen to the words of
Jesus, nowhere did Jesus teach us to build
walls and ceilings adding ornate artistry to
our windows and seats. Jesus did not
instruct anyone to build it and they will
come. Jesus did not speak of budgets and
programs. Jesus Always said to go. Go and
do likewise. Go and teach them, baptize
them, send them out. He spoke in parables
rather than black and white. He taught with
stories of love, acceptance, forgiveness and
justice (not human justice but one of a God
who so loved the world).

The stories in Luke that precede the
question of will he find faith on earth, are

about faith. The faith of believers being as
great as a mustard seed, being so small and
yet that seed brings fourth such an amazing
plant, so should our faith produce great
things. The faith of a leper, an outcast of
society similar to that of a Samaritan a non-
believer and still showing that faith and
compassion that ultimately made them
“well” according to Jesus. Faith is what the
widow showed in being persistent with the
unjust judge. We are instructed to have faith
like a child, trusting unconditionally as my
2 year looks to me for protection and
security and comfort.

The answer lies not in the institution
of church as the walls come crumbling
down. The answer lies in the heart of you
and me. The church can offer us help and
hope in the way we live. The Church can
give us insight into the world in which we
live and teach us what is believed to be
God’s will. The church can be a great
charitable organization caring for people.

But the question of faith comes with how
we live our lives. The question of faith
comes with what do we share with our
children. The question of faith falls to you
and me.

Do we believe it when we read “For I
am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans
8:38-39. The answer to “will the Son of Man
find faith on earth” is yes. God still to this
day, despite how the world has changed,
God has remained the same God who so
loves us and nothing will separate us from
that. So please stop trying so hard and allow
yourself to see that God does love you.

... SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 21

A PROMISE FROM

Steve, Lori, Judy, Janice, Pam, Lila, Leesa
“If we can’t offer you equal or better

coverage with an equal or better price,
we’ll tell you. Give us a try.

We want what’s best for you.”
AUTO • BUSINESS • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH
472 Carolina Way • Highlands, N.C.
828-526-3713 • 800-333-5188

WAYAH INSURANCE GROUP
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Priced from $1.2 million • Luxury Town Homes Living Designed in the Tradition of Old Edwards

A private gated residential community in Highlands, N.C.
Exceptional estate-size view lots on gentle sloping terrain. • Lots from 1.6 acres to 3.6 acres.

Prices from $550,000
Offered exclusively by Oxford Properties and The Chambers Agency • 828-526-3717

HARDSCRABBLE RIDGE

Carole Oxford, Broker, Highlands, NC
caroleoxford@earthlink.net • www.oxfordprop.com
Cell: 828-200-0614 • Tel: 828-526-4321
Fax: 928-526-4326 • Toll Free: 888-526-4321

By Evan Schmidt
Reporter

The year was 1874. Twenty-five peo-
ple met in Walhalla, South Carolina
to plan the building of their church,

Saint John’s Episcopalian. That church

built by Walhalla’s first Episcopalians
survived world wars to the present-day,
but might not have survived had it not
been for a series of events.

Maxie Wright Duke is the younger
sister of Henry Wright, who at one time

was the mayor of Highlands and a bota-
nist at the biological station. Even though
she now lives in Walhalla, Maxie Wright
Duke is very proud of her relatives –
some of the first settlers of Highlands.
“The [Highlands] connection is very
strong,” she said. “If you go out to the
cemetery, you’ll see lots of Wrights on the
tombstones” – like James Wright, her
great grandfather. “My sister, her hus-
band, my Aunt Margaret, Aunt Francis,
Harry and his wife are buried up there.
And now my brother that was closest to
me, Barrack Wright is buried there… and
I’m going to be buried there.” She still
owns the Christmas tree farm up on
Cheney Lane inherited from Henry
Wright, and property on Turtle Pond,
which she inherited from her mother.
She is also the only living daughter of
Helen, the founder of Helen’s Barn.

Ok, so what does Maxie have to do
with the Episcopalians?

It was just last year that she was lei-
surely cruising though Walhalla where
she now lives. Being on the committee for
the Walhalla Tour of Homes, she was also
keeping an eye out for prospective build-
ings for the tour. That was when she saw
what she is now so devoted to restoring.
“On North Pine Street, I came upon this
little church sitting over there.” She

thought it to be a great building for the
tour, and began to research it.

“I went … to the Keowee Courier and
got into their old files … and I read all
the stories I could find about the little
church.” It all went back to 1874, when
the Walhalla Episcopalians wanted to
have their own church building, thus
founding Saint John’s Episcopalian. They
held their first service in 1889, according
to Maxie, after its completion. After the
world wars, it went through a repeated
process of being dedicated as a church
and then becoming deconsecrated.

About 25 years ago, Jack Kelley of
Walhalla spotted the church at its original
Short Street location. Since the town
owned it and could not take care of it,
they gave it to him, provided he would
move and maintain it. Maxie said, “he
loved to collect things, he loved old
things, he loved antiques, he had collec-
tions of everything … and he collected a
church.” Since his death, his son Harry
now owns the property and church. Max-
ie proceeded to call Harry.

“I called the owner … and he told
me, ‘yes, you can have it on the Christmas
tour of homes’.”

He also indicated she’d best hurry be-
cause the building was going to be split in

•See CHURCH page 33
The church building, formerly used as an Episcopalian church that Maxie is
trying to save and move to the town park.

Highlander transplant saves church in Walhalla



Oct. 12
Stephanie Burt Williams “Haunted Hills”

3-5 p.m.
Oct. 13

Sandra Brown "Play Dirty"
noon-3 p.m.

Anne Sharpsteen with Vivian Cash
"I Walk the Line" 3:30-5 p.m.

Oct. 14
Jim Melvin “The Pit

390 Main Street • 526-5488
Upcoming Book Signings

Ruby Cinemas
Hwy. 441, Franklin

524-2076

Oct. 12-18
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“Broadway Melodies”
at Highlands Playhouse

Oct. 11-14

half and moved away from the area.
“I went home that night and said,

you know, it’s a shame – we don’t need to
lose another bit of Walhalla’s heritage.”
But she didn’t keep her opinion to her-
self. “I wrote a letter to the editor of this
little paper here in Walhalla. He [the edi-
tor] was real good to me; instead of a let-
ter on the inside of the paper, he made a
story out of it and put it on the front
page. And of course that got a good bit of
recognition, and people started calling
me. And after about the 13th or 14th call,
I said, well we’ve got enough people to
have a committee to do something.”

Long story short, today the historical
church remains on Harry Kelley’s proper-
ty. With several dedicated friends, Maxie
started her “Save Our Church” commit-
tee. Harry Kelley canceled the previous
deal, saving the church from being split
in half and moved out of town. Kelley has
given the church to Maxie’s committee,
provided they restore and move it to the
town park.

Moving a church and restoring it is

not an inexpensive proposition. Maxie’s
committee began by applying for a grant
with the Mountain Lakes Region of South
Carolina’s Heritage Corridor. “When I
talked to the man in charge of that group,
he said he didn’t much think I was gonna
get the money. And I started crying,” she
said, almost beginning to cry herself. “I
really cried. I was so upset.” Rescuing the
church has been her passion ever since
she had the first meeting. “It [the crying]
worked,” she added a moment later with
a grin. He gave her a grant of $10,000.

Maxie was extremely happy to receive
that grant. But after applying for other
grants which were refused, it became evi-
dent that they weren’t going to get the
money solely from grants. The committee
went to work raising the needed money
through a few different fundraisers.
“Lemme tell ya this right now,” Maxie
continued. “Alberta is our quilting lady
and she quilted a quilt; she gave it to our
Save Our Church committee.” Alberta
Bowers is a friend of Maxie. Alberta said
she has quilted and donated a quilt to a

Maxie Wright Duke (right) and Alberta Bowers, the quilter of the quilt.

Photo by Evan Schmidt

charity each year for the past eight years.
Her beautiful quilt this year will be raffled
off to benefit Save Our Church. The
“Bluegrass Benefit” was another fundrais-
er held at the church, where several bands
volunteered to play.

As you can see, they have been dili-
gently working on collecting the remain-
ing $20,000 of the $43,000 needed to
move the church and make the necessary
repairs. As they reach toward their goal,
there have been some setbacks, like some
of the old windows being vandalized. As
Maxie sits in the church and plays the old
pump organ, she hopes that one day the
church can be used as a wedding chapel.
The planned town park location couldn’t
be a better site. It is just below the Depot
Cultural Center, where many wedding re-

ceptions are held now. She hopes that can
be used as the reception hall and her
church for the service.

Raffle tickets for Alberta’s quilt can be
purchased, or donations can be made by
calling Maxie at (864) 638-5200. The
winner will be drawn on the third day of
OctoberFest in Walhalla on October 21,
2007.

THE SEEKER:
THE DARK IS RISING rated

PG
Mon - Fri: (4:10), 7:10, 9:10

Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:10), 7:10,
9:10

THE GAME PLAN rated PG
Mon - Fri: (4:05), 7:05, 9:05

Sat & Sun: (2:05), (4:05), 7:05,
9:05

THE KINGDOM rated R
Mon - Fri: (4:20), 7:00, 9:20

Sat & Sun: (2:), (4:20), 7:, 9:20

3:10 TO YUMA rated R
Mon - Fri: 4:15, 7:00, 9:15

Sat & Sun: (2), (4:15), 7, 9:15

... CANDIDATES continued from page 7
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •

On-going
• Auctions at Scudder’s Galleries Monday-Satur-

day at 8 p.m. Viewing from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 352 Main
St.

• Live music every night at 7:30 p.m. and during
brunch on Sunday at ...on the Verandah restaurant.

• Nantahala Tennis Association: Meets Monday-
Saturday, 9 a.m. -noon for Round Robin at Highlands
Recreation Park. All levels of play welcome.

• Live music at Fressers in Helen’s Barn with Cy

Next week on
THURSDAY, OCTO-
BER 18TH, The In-
stant Theatre Com-
pany Comedy Festi-
val officially begins.

This is the first
time Highlands has
ever had a comedy
festival and it will
provide non stop cut-
ting edge clean fun
and laughs.

On that night at
7 p.m., 12 lucky peo-
ple will be able to
learn “What’s Funny”
in a Comedy 101
seminar from High-
lands favorite funny
man Al Ernst and vet-
eran comedian and
owner of the famous
Atlanta comedy club
“The Punch Line”
Jamie Bendall. Partic-
ipants will learn what
is funny, how to write
a joke and deliver
those jokes in a their
own unique style.

The next night FRIDAY OCTOBER 19TH AT 8 P.M. the In-
stant Theatre Company’s Studio on Main presents Al Ernst and
his Laugh Pack. with the incredible “Music Dude” Benny Skyn.
Friday evenings “Laugh Pack” includes Impressionist Jim Gos-
set. When Jim hits the stage you don’t know who will show up,
it could be anyone from the President, or vice president to Jay
Leno, David Letterman, Andy Rooney, Jesse Jackson, Ted Kop-
pell or a host or others. He also takes much of his inspiration
from the events of the day, adds his special magic and delivers a
truly one of a kind hilarious performance not to be missed.

Sharing the stage with Jim will be nationally known come-
dian and pianist extraordinare, Jerry Farber. Star of Atlanta and
other national comedy clubs Jerry has a unique style of hip pi-
ano finesse and warm-blooded humor that has endeared him to
fans for two decades. He has been voted One of the Top Five
Celebrates in Atlanta, and Entertainer of the Year three times by
“Atlanta Magazine.”

Rounding out the evening will be funny man Gid Pool. Gid
has been the house comedian for the Visani Comedy Zone, one
of the winners at the 2006 California Comedy Conference in
Palm Springs, CA and has been heard on National Lampoon
Radio Show (XM Radio). Also on WSRQ 1220 AM talk radio.
Listen to it on www.talk1220.com.

Filling out the evening will be western N.C. own singer song-
writer Benny Skyn. Benny has been writing and performing for a
quarter of a century. His sound has been compared to Tom Waits,

Woody Guthrie,
John Prine, Sting
and even Frank
Zappa.

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 20TH

begins with AL’s
Eman Nation Ra-
dio Show being
broadcast live
from Oak Square
on Main Street in
downtown High-
land from 9 to
11a.m.. Saturday
afternoon brings
a “Comedy
PHD” seminar
from 1-3 p.m..
Learn more
about being the
best funny per-
son you can be.
Again only 12 as-
piring comics
will be admitted
so sign up
soon.Rounding
out the first

weekend of hilarity, Al Ernst the big E will bring more of his
Laugh Pack with an all new show. Saturday night features
funnyman Eric Hunter. Eric started performing standup at
age 6 and has been going around the country nonstop ever
since leaving his mark as a clean, funny, bright, friendly and
original performer. “the LA Weekly” listed Eric in its “Some
of the Funniest Comedians in America” section in October
2006. He has made multilple appearances on the nationally
syndicated “Bob and Tom” radio show, and can also be heard
on channel 150 on XM Radio. Al Ernst says “Eric is truly one
of the best kept secrets in comedy......as I am.”

Joining Eric will be Dr. Babylon, Greg Ray. Dr. Babylon
is the relationship/communication comedian/writer author
of “Men are from Mars, Because Women Killed the Ones on
Venus.” He has performed on almost every comedy, corpo-
rate, or television stage where clean, clever, original comedy
is welcomed. Greg Ray brings a new way of looking at men,
women, political correctness, and how logic works and
doesn’t work in a relationship. Al also welcomes back GId
Pool and more musical musings of Benny Skyn.

That’s just the first week, tune in next week for all new
shows. NO TWO SHOWS WILL BE THE SAME. For a com-
plete Menu of the “All You Can Laugh Buffet” pick up your
own menu at the Chamber of Commerce, Cyrano’s Book-
shop, the Movie Stop or the Connection. Call the Instant
Theatre box office 342-9197 or visit www.instanttheatre.org
for details. It doesn’t get any funnier than this.

ITC lines up two weeks of comedy central -- workshop and acts

Timmons Wed-Sat 6 p.m. until.
• Hal Philips at the piano at Skyline Lodge and

Restaurant on Flat Mountain Road Fri. & Sat. at 6 p.m.
• Live music with Angie Jenkins, Friday and Sat-

urday nights at Old Clayton Inn on Main Street in Clay-
ton.

• NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
of the ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Community
Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-
0365 or go to the website: www.ncmana.org.

• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park, 4-5 p.m., Mon-
days, Wednesdays, Thursdays. $5 per class.

• Beginners Clogging class Tuesday, 6-7 p.m.
at the Sapphire Valley Community Center. Come have
lots of fun and exercise. Call 743-7663.

•  At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital, various exercise classes. Call Jeanette Fisher
at 828-526-1FIT.

• “The Circle of Life” support group continues at
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital at the Jane Wood-

ward room 201. It is designed for anyone who has ex-
perienced the loss of a loved one. The group meets 10
a.m. until noon. For more information, call Barbara
Buchanan at 526-1402 or Florence Flanagan at 743-
2567.

First Mondays
• Participate in your hospital by joining the Auxil-

iary of the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Auxiliary meet-
ings are held the first Monday of each month at 10
a.m. at the hospital.

Every Monday
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec Park. $3

per person.
Every Tuesday
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the

Highlands Conference Center.
• Weight Watchers meets at the Highlands Civic

Center. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting starts at 6
p.m.

• Open Studio Night Figure Drawing: Informal in-
struction available for beginners. Bring your sketch pad
or paint box for a leisurely session of figure drawing/
painting. Cost is $12, $10 for “Friends” of the Gallery.

Every Wednesday
• “The Bible Tells Me So” at 6:15 p.m. at the High-

lands United Methodist Church. The assigned read-
ings for each week are taken from the book, “The Bi-
ble Tells Me So: uses and abuses of Holy Scripture” by
Jim Hill and Rand Cheadle. This book is currently out-
of-print so copies of each reading assignment will be
handed out each week. The study will meet in the Fel-
lowship Hall — beginning promptly at 6:15 and will last
approximately one hour.

• Highlands MountainTop Rotary Club meets at
the Highlands Conference Center at 7:30 a.m.

Every Third Wednesday
• Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian Fel-

lowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will be served
at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at 6:30 p.m. For
more information call 828-524-6777 or 706-746-9964.

Every Thursday
• At Main Street Inn, Lisa Price piano and vocals

in the wine bar 6-9 p.m.
• Al-Anon Meetings, noon in the First  Presbyteri-

an Church basement at Fifth & Main Street.
• Women’s Bible Study at 9:30 am - 11:45 am at

Community Bible Church. Beth Moore’s Believing
God. All women are invited.

Every Saturday
• Live music at Cyprus Restaurant in the Dillard

Village Shopping Center at 9:30 p.m. $10 cover.
• Children’s classes ongoing at Bascom-Louise

Gallery – cost is $5 per student.
Every Friday
• The Girls’ Clubhouse meets in the school cafe-

teria 3-4:30 p.m. All 6-8 grade girls are welcome. Come
have fun while serving others. For more information,
call Kim Lewicki 526-0782.

Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 11-13
• ‘Pattern, Rhythm, Beat, Measure, and Breath

in Nature, Art, and Self…’The title is a mouthful, but it’s
also a bountiful platterful of ideas, techniques, exercis-
es and processes that will make your artwork sparkle
and zing. Laurence Holden, master of mixed media
will offer this class at the Bascom-Louise Gallery on
Oct. 11-13,from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. “Pattern, rhythm,
beat, measure and breath are the most essential ele-
ments in both art and life,” said Donna Rhodes, the
gallery’s education director. “They are the alchemal
elements that make us all kith and kin on this blue green
planet. Join Laurence on a studio exploration of just
how these elements can enliven our art and our vision
of the world around us and within us.” All levels of ex-
pertise are welcome. The cost is $200 ($165 for mem-
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •
bers of the gallery). Call (828) 526-4949, 4#, for more
information.

Thurs.-Sunday, Oct. 11-14
• Broadway Melodies is a foot tapping, sing-a-

long musical tribute to the songs and women of Broad-
way who capture our hearts. Just a few of the wonder-
ful songs you will hear are “Some People” Gypsy, “I
Can’t Say No” Oklahoma, “The Wiz and I” Wicked,
and “Sun In the Morning” Annie Get Your Gun, along

with others from Les Miserables, Company, Cabaret, I
Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change, and Follies.
To reserve tickets in advance please call the box office
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday at
828-526-2695. Tickets are also available one hour in
advance at the box office the day of the show. Show-
times are 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and a
Sunday Matinee at 2 p.m.

Thursday & Friday, Oct. 11-12

• Highlands Community Players box office at
PAC opens for subscribers 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. Individual
tickets go on sale Sat. Oct. 13. “The Raindrop Waltz”
opens Thursday, Oct. 18.

Thursday, Oct. 11
• Public forums on Macon County School Sys-

tem Building Plan 7-8 p.m., at Iotla Elementary School
gym. Driving questions and aims to be addressed:

What are our Priorities within the school system Facil-
ities Plan? Why did we establish these Priorities? How
will the Plan be carried out? Provide an opportunity for
all stakeholders to provide the district leadership and
Board of Education with feedback regarding the plan.

• The Western Mountains Reading Council will
meet at the Franklin Library at 4:30 p.m. The program

•See EVENTS page 36
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will be on N.C. Live
Friday & Saturday, Oct. 12-13
• Folk Art craft show “Don’t Count Your Chick-

ens” featuring items for home, garden, body and soul.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Highlands Community Center
on U.S. 64 east.

Friday-Sunday, Oct. 12-14
• At Acorn’s, Mary Louise/Bijoux de Mer Trunk

Show. Mary Louise’s exclusive line of 18k gold jewelry
has a distinctively feminine flair. Bijoux de Mer or Jew-
els of the Sea, specializes in pearls and precious stones.

Saturday, Oct. 13
• “The Bright Forever” will be performed at the

Opening their 2006-2007 season the
Highlands Community Players (HCP)
present a beautiful, moving drama set in
the Southern Ap-
palachian Moun-
tains, and intro-
duced at each per-
formance by the
playwright, Gary
Carden, a master
storyteller, folklor-
ist, and author of
several plays and
books. Gary will
also play one of
the mountain
characters in the
play, a role he per-
formed years ago
in the first produc-
tion of “The Rain-
drop Waltz.”

The story of
the play centers on
three generations
of a mountain
family faced with
the difficult deci-
sion of how to best
care for their aging
g r a n d m o t h e r,
Agnes, a fiercely independent 82-year-old
mountain woman who is no longer able
to care for herself. Through the narration
of her grandson, whom she raised, we
learn of past joys and sorrows of Agnes’s
life.

The bittersweet tale is softened with
humor and love, and sensitively depicts
the characters and the mountain culture
in which they live.

The cast consists of: Agnes is played
by Sue Manning; grandson Jody Lee, by
Colin Long; Agnes’s son Ardell and his
wife Snookie, by Ron Leslie and Sue Feld-
kamp. Jessica Bryant plays Jody Lee’s
mother, Derek Taylor, his father, David
Rohrer, his grandfather. Jody Lee as a
child is played by Dawson Bryant; Ma-

Playwright and storyteller, Gary
Carden.

nard; an old reprobate, by Gary Carden;
and Little Doc, by Dean Zuch.

Not only is the cast an outstanding
one, but also the
production team.
Virginia Talbot, the
director, has direct-
ed seven plays for
HCP, coordinated
all the annual holi-
day reading pro-
grams, and for 20
years, in her
“former life,” she
says, she was a pro-
ducer and director
for a public televi-
sion station in the
Tacoma-Seat t le
area. Tanji Armor,
the stage manager,
has directed seven
plays for HCP. Art-
ist Kathy Evans, the
set designer; has
both theatrical and
designing experi-
ence. Jim Gordon,
the lighting design-
er; has designed
lighting for many

HCP plays and for other organization,
while John Williams, the sound design-
er and composer of original music, has a
background so extensive and varied as to
be impossible to include in this article!

“The Raindrop Waltz” opens Thurs-
day, Oct/ 18, at the Martin Lipscomb Per-
forming Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street
in Highlands, and continues Friday, Sat-
urday & Sunday, and again the next week
Thursday through Sunday, Oct. 28. Sea-
son subscriptions are still available, as
well as individual tickets. HCP is now ac-
cepting MC/VISA. The box office is open
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. till 4
p.m. Please call 526-8084 for reserva-
tions.

Highlands Community Players
‘Raindrop Waltz’ to open

Thursday, Oct. 18

UU Fellowship at 7 p.m. There will be a Pasta Potluck
Dinner served at 6 p.m. (bring a dish to share). A $20
donation benefits the UUFF Building Fund. Tickets
available from any Board member, 524-6777 (leave
your name and telephone #), from the Chamber of
Commerce 524-3161 or at the Fellowship, 85 Sierra
Dr. the night of the event.

• Yard Sale at Highlands School to benefit the
Junior-Senior Prom.

• Guatemala Mission Trip Fundraiser at Toxaway
Community Center at 6:30 p.m. Come for fellowship
and fun and help raise money for this year’s mission
trip. The event will include a lasagna dinner, live en-

tertainment, clogging, baked goods and an auction for
items and services. For more information call Dan Smith
at 743-7917.

• At Main Street Inn and Cyrano’s Bookshop, Din-
ner and Walking Ghost Tour, with Stephanie Burt Wil-
liams author of “Haunted Hills.” $45 per person includes
four-course gourmet dinner. Cash bar at 6:30 p.m. and
dinner at 7 p.m. Reservations required. Call 828-5626-
2590 or 800-213-9142.

• 25th Annual Highlands Arts & Crafts Show, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Highlands Civic Center, Highway
64 East, Highlands. Free admission and parking. More
than 100 vendors - four raffle drawings with prizes do-
nated by popular artists - sponsored by the Highlands
Woman’s Club and the Highlands Recreation Depart-
ment.

• At Cyrano's Bookshop, author Sandra Brown
signing "Play Dirty" 1-3 p.m.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-
ate 6-mile hike to the potholes on the upper Chattooga
River. Meet at the Highlands Bank of America at 10:00
or call leader for an alternate meeting place on White-
side Cove road if coming from Cashiers. Bring water,
lunch, and wear sturdy, comfortable shoes. Drive 15
miles round trip. Hikes are limited to 20. Call leader
Virginia Talbot, 526-4904, for reservations or more in-
formation. Visitors are welcome, but no pets please.

• At Main Street Inn and Cyrano’s Bookshop, Din-
ner and Walking Ghost Tour, with Stephanie Burt Wil-
liams author of “Haunted Hills.” $45 per person includes
four-course gourmet dinner. Cash bar at 6:30 p.m. and
dinner at 7 p.m. Reservations required. Call 828-5626-
2590 or 900-213-9142.

• Mark your calendar for the Jackson-Macon Con-
servation Alliance Fall Forest Fest. Gather a couple of
friends and call J-MCA at 828-526-9938 ext. 320 to
reserve your table for a night of great food, fun, door
prizes, raffles and entertainment at at the beautiful High-
lands Falls Country Club.

• Hamburger grill-out and bonfire AMBURGER
GRILL-OUT and BONFIRE at the Sapphire Valley

Community Center at 5:30 p.m. weather permitting.
743~7663.

• Ballroom Dance at the Sapphire Valley Com-
munity Centerwith live music by Minor Adjustment at 7
p.m. Light appetizers, BYOB mixers. 743~7663

Tuesday–Saturday, Oct. 16-20
• At Bascom-Louise Gallery, “Artist’s Photo Ref-

erence,” taught by internationally known color pencil
painter Gary Greene, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Class begins with a photographic field trip, followed by
a return to the classroom. All levels of expertise are
welcome. The cost is $350 ($315 for art center mem-
bers). For more information, call Bascom-Louise Gal-
lery at (828) 526-4949, ext. 4

Tuesday, Oct. 16
• Public forums on Macon County School Sys-

tem Building Plan 7-8 p.m., at Macon Middle School
media center. Driving questions and aims to be ad-
dressed: What are our Priorities within the school sys-
tem Facilities Plan? Why did we establish these Prior-
ities? How will the Plan be carried out? Provide an
opportunity for all stakeholders to provide the district
leadership and Board of Education with feedback re-
garding the Plan.

• Leadership Highlands is sponsoring a “Candi-
date’s Forum” at the Highlands Community Center from
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Thursday-Sunday, Oct. 18-21
• Highlands Community Players production “The

Raindrop Waltz” at PAC. 8 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. on Sun-
day. Call 526-8084 for tickets.

Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 18-20
• The Instant Theatre Company’s Comedy Festi-

val featuring funny man Al Ernst and other national
stand-up comedians with music by Benny Skyn. Calll
828 342-9197 for more info beginning Oct. 1.

Thursday, Oct. 18
• Steele/Shooting Star Vineyards Wine dinner at

OEI’s The Farm.Each dinner is $169 per person, in-
clusive of tax and gratuity. Call 828-787-2604.

• Public forums on Macon County School Sys-

Highlands Art & Craft show Sat. Oct. 13

The bowl above, is one of scores of mixed-media products created by
Noel Atherton and for sale at the 25th Annual Highlands Arts & Crafts
Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Highlands Civic Center, Highway 64
East, Highlands. Free admission and parking. More than 100 vendors
- four raffle drawings with prizes donated by popular artists - spon-
sored by the Highlands Woman’s Club and the Highlands Recreation
Department.



• UPCOMING EVENTS •
Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, Oct. 11, 2007 - Page 37

Oct. 20 and 21 are the big dates
for the Art League of Highlands ”Fall
Colors Fine Art Show.” The
gymnasium at the Civic Center Recre-
ation Park in Highlands will be over-
flowing with the original work of over
50 artists. Some of them will be dem-
onstrating their talents and all of them
look forward to meeting the public as
they walk through the huge show.

Encouraging the young in artistic
expression is one of the missions of the
League. The traditional Children’s
Room will be abuzz with creative en-
ergy as the kids create paintings to hang
in the “Hallway Hat Rack Show.” They

Artists love to discuss their work with young people when they come
by with a piece chosen from the donated art work in the Children’s
Room during the Art League of Highlands “Fall Colors Fine Art Show.”

will also have the opportunity to select
a donated piece of art and then meet
the artist who contributed it for children
to choose.

Hours are 10-5. Admission is free
and beautiful door prizes are given. For
more information call Karen Taylor at
526-2177 or Dottie Bruce at 743-7673.

Regular meetings of the Art League
are held the last Monday of the month.
The October meeting will feature Kaye
Gorecki speaking about the “Artistic
Partnership” all artists can have with the
Fine Art Center in Highlands. The meet-
ing begins at 5:00 with refreshments at
the Civic Center Recreation Park.

‘Fall colors Fine Art Show’ Oct. 20 & 21

tem Building Plan 7-8 p.m., at Nantahala School gym.
An opportunity for all stakeholders to provide the dis-
trict leadership and Board of Education with feedback
regarding the Plan.

• The Macon County Public Health flu vaccination
clinics for adults and healthy* children age 9 and older.
Appointments are not needed for these clinics and
vaccine will be given on a first come, first served basis.
Individuals unable to wait in line may have someone
wait in line for them and a nurse will take vaccine to
their vehicle. 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. at the Highlands Civic
Center in Highlands. The cost for the vaccine is $25.
The health center will bill Medicare and Medicare
replacements, BCBS, and Cresent, so bring your card
for these. *Free vaccine for high-risk children and
pregnant women will be available at a later date. This
includes all children 6 to 59 months of age and those
with certain medical conditions. For more information
about flu clinics, call the Macon County Public Health
Center at 349-2081.

Friday & Saturday, Oct. 20-21
• Art League of Highlands “Fall Colors Fine Art

Show” at the Civic Center Recreation Park in High-
lands, NC, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fine original art,
jewelry, photography and much more by over 40 art-
ists. Art activities for kids both days in the Children’s
Art Room. Free admission. Door prizes. For informa-
tion call Karen Taylor at 828-526-2177 or Dottie Bruce
at 828-743-7673.

Saturday, Oct. 20
• Mirror Lake Improvement Association Litter Pick-

up Saturday at 9 a.m. Meet at Thorn Park.
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 3.5 mile

moderate hike from the upper Whitewater Falls to the
Bad Creek Reservoir parking area. There will be some
scrambling over roots and rocks, but great views of
the falls and in the gorge below. Meet at the Cashiers
Wachovia Bank (in back) at 10:00 a.m. Drive 40 miles
round trip. Bring water, lunch, and wear sturdy, com-
fortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20. Call leaders

Mark your calendar for Saturday, Oct.
13. Gather a couple of friends and call J-
MCA at 828-526-9938 ext. 320 to reserve
your table for a night of great food, fun,
door prizes, raffles and entertainment at
the Fall Forest Fest at the beautiful High-
lands Falls Country Club. Time is running
out for this easy and fun way to help J-
MCA and our natural heritage.

The Jackson-Macon Conservation Al-
liance is your local conservation voice on
environmental issues concerning our
beautiful mountain area on the High-
lands-Cashiers plateau.

Since its inception in 2000, J-MCA
has been an advocate for clean air, clean
water, and healthy forests for this fragile
eco-system in which we live.

For years J-MCA has partnered with
the Forest Service and Clemson Universi-
ty in the fight to save our hemlocks from
the destruction by the Hemlock Woolly
Adelgid.

On other fronts, the organization has
taken great strides to bring awareness and

JMCA Fall Forest Fest is Oct. 13

environmental education to everyone
from land development issues to recy-
cling. Throughout the year JMCA offers
forums, workshops and inspirational
concerts for the general public as well as
professionals and schools. They have eyes
and ears on the state and local policy
makers holding them accountable for
poor environmental choices that are not
advantageous to us and pushing for the
changes that are good for the future of
this beautiful area.

To maintain and improve our econ-
omy and wonderful life-style, we should
all have the JMCA vision:  A plateau with
a high-quality natural environment- with
clean streams and air and abundant for-
est and wildlife, and on which public and
private decisions are grounded in a car-
ing concern for the environment. Your
support will be greatly appreciated.

Attending the Fall Forest Fest Dinner
Dance will be a fun way to show your
support.

Mike and Susan Kettles, 743-1079, for reservations or
more information. Visitors are welcome, but no pets
please.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-
ate-to-strenuous 4.5 mile hike from Wayah Crest to
Sawmill Gap on the Appalachian and Bartram trails
with an elevation gain of 1,000 feet and great views.
Drive 25 miles with a short car shuttle. Meet at West-
gate Plaza in Franklin (opposite Burger King) at 9:30
a.m. Bring water, lunch, and wear sturdy, comfortable
shoes. Hikes are limited to 20. Call leader Bill Van Horn,
369-1983, for reservations or more information. Visi-
tors are welcome, but no pets please.

• REACH Of Macon County’s Motorcycle Poker
Run features a 70 mile colorful trip through some of
Western North Carolina’s most beautiful scenery. A
hand is $25 with additional hands available for $10.
The run begins at Franklin Ford on US 441 N of Fran-
klin, between 8:30 am and 10 am.  The run proceeds
from Franklin Ford to downtown Franklin, then out NC
28N to the intersection of US 19.  The run turns left at
the intersection and goes to the Intersection of US 19
and the Wayah Road.  Riders follow the Wayah Road
to the intersection of Old US 64 W and the ride con-

cludes at REACH’s Meadow Lark Farm on Old US 64
W. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. and closes at 10
am. For additional information or advance registration,
call 828-369-0854

Sunday, Oct. 21
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy-to-

moderate 2-mile hike on a pretty loop trail around Lake
Chatuge and up a small mountain in Jack Rabbit Mt.
State Park in Georgia. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Fran-
klin (opposite Burger King) at 2:00 p.m. Drive 55 miles
round trip. Bring water, a snack if you wish, and wear
sturdy, comfortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20. Call
leader Kay Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations or more
information. Visitors are welcome, but no pets please.

Tuesday, Oct. 23
• Public forms on Macon County School System

Building Plan 7-8 p.m., at South Macon Elementary
School gym. Driving questions and aims to be ad-
dressed: What are our Priorities within the school sys-
tem Facilities Plan? Why did we establish these Prior-
ities? How will the Plan be carried out? Provide an
opportunity for all stakeholders to provide the district
leadership and Board of Education with feedback re-

•See EVENTS page 38
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Runaround
Sue

Pet Sitting
• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@aol.com526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

Anthony
828-369-0172

Carpet Cleaning Extraction &
Carpet Installation

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Now is your chance to install
self-contained waterfalls and ponds

that look like the real thing.
Call for an appointment. Free quotes.

Landscaping also available.
Call Johnny Billingsley

828-526-8670 or cell: 706 982- 2292

NATURE’S CREATIONS

REPLACE your Hemlocks with NATIVE
trees and shrubs or other adelgid-resistant

Hemlock species – Chinese Hemlock,
Mountain Hemlock, Western Hemlock or
Japanese Hemlock -- as recommended by
Arnold Arboretum at Harvard University.

Call Chambers Land Management
at 828-421-6448.
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WNC Remodelers, Inc.
All your home improvement needs

from your yard to your roof.
Locally owned & operated.

Fully insured. Call for free estimate.
(828) 526-4599 or (828) 200-9550.

Quality, Integrity, Service
Ledford’s Landscaping &

Maintenance, Inc
29 Lickskillet Road, Franklin, NC 28734

Office (828)524-6959 • Fax (828)524-9751
Email ledfordslm@verizon.net

Mention this ad and receive 5% off!

Waterfalls, Pods, Hot Tubs
The finest native landscapes in the area since 1984. Eco-
friendly designs from the boisterous “Falls on Main” to the
trickling Zen of the old Highlands Inn garden and the most

beautiful private gardens in Highlands.
View online at greenthumbarts.com.

One of a kind. One at a Time.
828-526-5981

• UPCOMING EVENTS •
garding the plan.

• N.C. Christian Women’s Connection dinner with
fashion show, music by Fashionable Melodies and
speaker Mary Moore speaking on “Finding Peach in
the Ashes of My Expectation” at 6:30 p.m. at the Com-
munity Building in Franklin. Call Georgann at 369-9117
by noon Oct. 18 for reservations.

• Highlands is sponsoring a “Candidates’ Forum”
at the Highlands Community Center from 6:30-8:30
p.m.

Thursday & Friday, Oct. 25-26
• The Instant Theatre Company’s Comedy Festi-

val featuring funny man Al Ernst and other national
stand-up comedians with music by Benny Skyn. call
828 342-9197 for tickets.

Friday-Sunday, Oct. 26-28
• Highlands Community Players production “The

Raindrop Waltz” at PAC. 8 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. on Sun-
day. Call 526-8084 for tickets.

Saturday, Oct. 27
• Highlands School Fun Run at 10 a.m.
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy-to-

moderate 3-mile hike from Albert Mt. to Betty Creek.
Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin (opposite Burger
King) at 8 a.m. Drive 35 miles round trip. Bring water,
lunch, a hiking stick, and wear sturdy, comfortable
shoes. Hikes are limited to 20. Call leader George
Gover, 349-1509, for information. No pets please.

• Giant Used Purse Sale and Bake Sale Macon
County Community Building, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Hundreds of purses including some Coach, Burberry,
Liz, Louis Vuitton, D&B and more! Special Table with
new purses donated by businesses in Franklin and
Highlands. Sponsored by First Alliance Church to
benefit The Dorcas House in Burkina Faso, Africa. Call
369-7977 to donate.

Sunday, Oct. 28
• Western Carolina Music Department Faculty

Showcase performance at the First Presbyterian
Church at 4 p.m. Featured are Ian Jeffress, saxophone,
Shannon Thompson, clarient, and Andrew Adams, pi-
ano performing “Unity” a selection for saxophone, clar-
ient and piano composed by WCU faculty member Tim-

othy Rolbs. The concert is free in the sancutary with a
reception following.

Monday & Tuesday, Oct. 29-30
• The AnMed bloodmobile will be at First Citizens

Bank on US 64 East on Monday, Oct. 29, from 10 a.m.
until 6 p.m., and at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital on
Tuesday, Oct. 30, from 9 until 11 a.m. The bloodmobile
will also be at the Albert Carlton Community Library on
Grouse Point Road in Cashiers from 1-5:30 p.m. on
that same afternoon.

Monday, Oct. 29
• Art League of Highlands monthly meeting at the

Highlands Rec Park. Kaye Gorecki, Executive Director
for the Bascom-Louise Fine Art Center will speak on
“Artistic Partnership.” She will update the group on
progress of the Fine Art Center on Oak Street and
propose exciting ways artists can be involved in
the Center, which is to be completed in about a year.
Refreshments at 5 p.m. followed by the meeting and
program. All are welcome. For info call Priscilla Flowers
at 828-526-4146.

Wednesday, Oct. 31
• At Instant Theatre Company Hurricane Creek

Halloween Dance.Call 828 342-9197for tickets begin-
ning Oct. 1.

Saturday, November 3
• The Macon County Public Health flu vaccination

clinics for adults and healthy* children age 9 and older.
Appointments are not needed for these clinics and
vaccine will be given on a first come, first served basis.
Individuals unable to wait in line may have someone
wait in line for them and a nurse will take vaccine to
their vehicle.9 a.m. to noon. at the Highlands Civic
Center in Highlands. The cost for the vaccine is $25.
The health center will bill Medicare and Medicare
replacements, BCBS, and Cresent, so bring your card
for these. *Free vaccine for high-risk children and
pregnant women will be available at a later date. This
includes all children 6 to 59 months of age and those
with certain medical conditions. For more information
about flu clinics, call the Macon County Public Health
Center at 349-2081.



• CLASSIFIEDS •
Free Classified Ads for items
FOR SALE less than $1,000.

All other terms:
20 words for $5; $2 for
each 10-word increment.

Email copy to:
highlandseditor@aol.com

or FAX to 1-866-212-8913
Send check to:

Highlands’ Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782
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HELP WANTED

CONTROLLER NEEDED - for
Bascom-Louise Gallery, Highlands’
nonprofit art center. Degree accountant
desirable. Ideal candidate will be a highly
qualified, team-inspired self-starter who will
assume full responsibility for all accounting
functions. Send resume and recent salary
history to
connor_bascomlouise@verizon.net.

GALLERY SHOP MANAGER - sought
for Bascom-Louise Gallery. Full-time. Retail
experience a must; management
experience preferred. Email cover and
resume to
jconnor_bascomlouise@verizon.net

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
— Highlands United Methodist Church, a
426-member church in western North
Carolina, is seeking a fulltime Director of
Music Ministries.  The Director will be
responsible for planning and coordinating
all activities related to the music ministry of
the church, including music for worship
services, adult choir, handbell choirs, and
children’s and youth music programs.  The
Director will work in conjunction with the
Pastor and supervise music staff and
volunteers.  Baccalaureate degree in music
or commensurate experience in choral
conducting required, as well as strong
interpersonal and organizational skills.
Submit resumes to Search Committee,
humc@dnet.net or PO Box 1959,
Highlands, NC 28741.

DENTAL ASSISTANT POSITION –
with the Macon County Public Health Cen-
ter. Salary starting at $21,288 annual, plus
benefits. Please apply to the NC Employ-
ment Security Commission. Application
Deadline: September 19,2007.

HIGHLANDS FALLS COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION MANAGER – Position in-
volves overseeing office administrative ac-
tivities, operation and maintenance of wa-
ter and sewer utilities systems, roads, land-
scaping, security, and new and renovation
home construction. Submit resume and
three references to
hfcasearch@yahoo.com or by mail to

HFCA Search Committee, PO Box 128,
Highlands NC 28741.

EVENING SERVER – Good wages,
friendly work environment.  Apply in per-
son at Skyline Lodge & Restaurant or call
828 526-2121.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH is cur-
rently accepting resumes for a full-time of-
fice position. Computer skills, people skills
and creative abilities are needed. Call for
more info 526-4685.

RN’S AT HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL AND FIDELIA ECKERD
LIVING CENTER. Full, Part-time and PRN
positions available for 12 hour day and night
shifts. Excellent wage scale, with shift and
weekend differentials. Full benefits, or the
option to opt out of benefits for an increase
in pay, available after 30 days of full-time
employment. We are now offering part-
time employees, working at least 24 hours
a week, medical insurance. Pre-
employment screening required. Call
Mandy Talley at 828-526-1301 or apply
online at www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II AT HIGHLANDS-
CASHIERS HOSPITAL AND FIDELIA
ECKERD LIVING CENTER. Full-time,
Part-time, and PRN positions for day and
night shifts. Our wage scale is $11.00 to
$14.40 per hour, and you also receive shift
and weekend differentials. Full benefits, or
the option to opt out of benefits for an
increase in pay, available after 30 days of
employment. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Mandy Talley, 828-526-
1301 or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! Are you
interested in a new career? Become a
Certified Nursing Assistant for Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital and Fidelia Eckerd Living
Center. C.N.A. classes will start on
Wednesday, November 7, 2007. Students
will be paid while in class Mondays through
Fridays for 6 hours a day. Upon graduation
and successful completion of the exam,
students will become a Certified Nursing
Assistant and will receive a substantial
increase in pay. Excellent benefit package
after 30 days. Pre-employment substance
screening. If interested in joining a dynamic
healthcare team, call Robbin Houston at
828-526-1317, Mandy Talley at 828-526-
1301, or apply online through our website
at www.hchospital.org.

RN OR LPN NEEDED AT A
PHYSICIANS’ OFFICE WITH
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL.
Full-time, Monday-Friday position. Requires
experience working in a clinic or physicians’
office. General Surgery background
preferred. Good communication,
organizational, and computer skills a must.
Full benefits, or the option to opt out of
benefits for an increase in pay, available
after 30 days of employment. Pre-
employment screening required. Call
Mandy Talley at 828-526-1301 or apply
online at www.hchospital.org.

PHYSICIAN OFFICE ASSISTANT
WITH HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL. Full-time, Monday-Friday
position. Requires experience working in a
clinic or physicians’ office. General Surgery
background preferred. Good
communication, organizational, and
computer skills a must. Full benefits, or the
option to opt out of benefits for an increase
in pay, available after 30 days of
employment. Pre-employment screening
required. Call Mandy Talley at 828-526-
1301 or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

PHYSICIAN OFFICE ASSISTANT/
BILLING WITH HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL. Full-time, Monday- Friday
position. Requires experience working in a
clinic or physicians’ office. Orthopeadic
background preferred. Good
communication, organizational, and
computer skills a must. Full benefits, or the
option to opt out of benefits for an increase
in pay, available after 30 days of
employment. Pre-employment screening
required. Call Mandy Talley at 828- 526-
1301 or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

LOST

BLACK LONG-HAIRED CAT. Last
seen near Oak and Main streets. Call Ellie
at 526-5764.

WORK WANTED

LOOKING FOR A HOUSEKEEPER?
Call: Manuela at 526-9586 (Highlands)
Raquel Dugan at 524-4052 (Franklin) also,
Experienced Truck Driver Seeks Full Time
Employment: Please call 828-524-4052, or
call the International Friendship Center to
see how we can help! 828-526-9938 x 290.

YARD SALE

SATURDAY, OCT. 13 – Yard Sale at
Highlands School to benefit the Junior-Se-
nior Prom.

FOR  RENT

IN TOWN/OAK LANE – 2 bed, 2 bath
house completely furnished, wood-burning
fireplace, cable, TV, HBO, included.
Charming. Must See. $895. Call 828-787-
1385 or 772-538-6633.

COTTAGE FOR RENT – 1BR, 1BA in
town @ Chestnut Cottages. Private, screen
porch, Heat/AC, FP, extra sleeping loft, fur-
nished or unfurnished. 6 month lease -
$850. monthly plus utilities.

SKY VALLEY RESORT – 2 bed/2
bath with fireplace. Completely furnished.
$800/month inclusive with utilities, cable,
phone and more. Also available, one bed,
one bath for $600 a month. Available Oct.
1-June 15. Call 772-321-9620.

HOUSE FOR SALE WITH “RENT TO
BUY” OPTION – In town. 3 bedrooms, 2

baths, 2 decks. $975/month. Sales Price:
$259,000. Ownership arrangement nego-
tiable. Call Jimmy at 970-819-3815.

COMMERCIAL – Warehouse, 1,000
sq. ft. Cashiers Road. Call 526-4154.

WAREHOUSE SPACE AVAILABLE
FOR RENT. 1,100 – 1,800 sq. ft. bays with
large overhead rolling doors. Rent is $500-
$600 a month. Located one mile from the
crossroads in Cashiers off 107 S. For more
information please call Josh Barber 828-
743-0077.

VACATION RENTAL

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB –
Sorry, golf and club priviledges not avail-
able. $2,495 a week. Call 912-230-7202.

CUTE 3 BED/2 BATH Mirror lake
home $1,350-$1,550 + utilities a month,
less than mile from Main Street. Call 770-
977-5692

THE LODGE ON MIRROR LAKE –
Fish or canoe from deck. Available weekly,
monthly, 3-day min. Call 828-342-2302.

ON LAKE SEQUOYAH – Three mas-
ter suites with jetted tubs and showers,
sleeping nook with private bath, 4 fireplac-
es, 2 living areas, newly renovated. Private
dock with canoe and firepit. Call 828-342-
2302.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FREE ’07 HUMMER 3 WITH
PURCHASE OF THIS NEWLY
REMODELED HOME — 4 BEDROOM,
2.5 BATH HOME WITH BEAUTIFUL
LONG RANGE VIEWS, 2 LIVINGROOMS,
RECREATION ROOM, GRANITE
KITCHEN, FIREPLACE, GREAT
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY, CAN
BECOME A DUPLEX! $369,000. CALL
305 458-0033

COZY COTTAGE PRICED TO SELL.
– Features: 2 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, wood
burning fireplace, tongue and groove
ceilings, hardwood floors, whirlpool tub in
master bath, full finished basement great
for entertaining or as guest quarters. This
beautiful home is located on 3 acres in a
gated community with State Road paved
access under construction. Enjoy the noisy
stream from your large deck, take a hike
into USFS from your private hiking trail or
sit back and relax to the magnificent views
from the community gazebo on top of the
ridge. This home is a must see if you are
looking for beauty, privacy and seclusion –
a true sanctuary. $329,000 – See photos
at www.SanctuaryNC.com. Call (828) 349
4465. Homes sites available.

BEAUTIFUL RV/PARK MODEL LOT
— Falls View Resort. Dillard, GA. $72,000
706-746-0002

LOT — COWEE RIDGE ROAD,
Highlands (off Hwy. 64). 4,500 ft. elevation.
Great views, Two acres. Southern
exposure. 4 bedroom septic installed,

•See CLASSIFIEDS page 40
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community water, paved road, gated
community. $300,000 Firm. Call 478-741-
8818. FSBO.

LOOKING FOR LAND? We are locat-
ed only 3 miles from Main Street Highlands.
Take Hwy.106 south toward Dillard go 1.8
miles just past the signs for Glenn Falls turn
right on Mountain Laurel Dr., take the first
left (Moonlight)  100’ and turn right at our
entrance on Falling Water Dr. There are
two waterfalls as you enter the property but
the drought has made them just a trickle.
Our home sites are one to one and a half
acres and afford a good deal of privacy.
The land is very gentle, you can easily walk
in this neighborhood, and there are mature
hard woods, with lots of Rhodies and Moun-
tain Laurel. We are off the main road
enough so it is nice and quiet- no road
noise. The property is protected by the
North Carolina Planned Community cove-
nants and is designed to protect your val-
ue and maximize the enjoyment of your
community. Home values range from
$850,000 to $1,800,000 - home sites start
at $179,000. Broker protected 7% - owner
financing available for more info 828-526-
9622

RV LOT – North Carolina Mountains:
At Lake Toxaway Lot and 1/2 Beautifully
Landscaped with Stone Work and Plant-
ings Yearly Fees $350. $120,000. 863-651-
1411

COACH CLUB HIGHLANDS NC –
Chestnut Street. Gated Motor Coach resort
lot in town Very nice 200 sq. ft. Lindal Ce-
dar Coach House. Fully Landscaped with
Extensive patio area. Outdoor kitchen, gas
fire pit, overlooking 85 ft of stream Rare
find. 828-787-1014 or 352-258-4187

CREEK IS FREE! – With the purchase
of one or both of these wooded parcels,
just off Highway 28 in the NE Georgia
mountains within 15 minutes of Highlands.
1.09 acres and/or 1.10 acres on a county-
maintained road. Serious inquiries only.
Please call 864-710-4577 for information.

IN TOWN – 3 bedroom, 2 bath,
stream, large level yard. Easy walk to Main
Street. $450,000, by owner. Call 828-226-
6123.

HOUSE FOR SALE (ISLAMORADA,
FLORIDA) – Two bedroom, one and ½
bath conch house for sale at Mile Marker
86, near Founders Park on Oceanside.
House sits on a 8,520 square foot lot in a
great subdivision with a public boat ramp
on the next street over. Founders Park,
which is across the street, has a park with
a boat ramp, marina, pool, beach, tennis
courts, etc. Great deal — owner moving
out of state. $475,000. Call 305-852-4369
for more info.

OCEAN FRONT – Beautiful home in
Surf City, N.C. zoned residential/commer-
cial. Walk to pier and town. 7-bed, 4 full
baths. Separate apartment. Good rental
income. Call 919-340-2280.

LAKEFRONT ACRE IN SCALY –

$25,000 OBO. Details. P.O. Box 260789,
Pembroke Pines, FL, 33026.

COMMERCIAL FOR SALE – Log cab-
in at crossroads in Cashiers for sale or
lease. Call 526-4154.

COMMERCIAL FOR SALE – 3 acres.
U.S. 64 frontage, cashiers Road. 2 acres,
3 warehouses, good income. Call 526-
4154.

HOUSE FOR SALE – HFCC 2 story
split, 3/2, large lot, lake, golf course, moun-
tain views, membership available but op-
tional. $795,000. Call 526-4154.

LAND BY OWNER – 3/4 acre lot.
Close to Toan. Very, very, level building lot.
Community water available. $79,000. Call
Ginger at 828-526-4959.

OCEANFRONT LOT KEY LARGO,
FLORIDA – Cleared, buildable with all ser-
vices. Last unimproved lot in Silver Shores
subdivision. $599,900. For information and
photos call Frank (954) 964-7649 or email
ft442@bellsouth.net.

NC, OTTO, 38 ACRES 10 miles from
Georgia State line, high elevation, big views,
driveway and homesite cleared call own-
er, 770-952-9100

NEW HOME/CHALET – 10 minutes
from town off Turtle Pond Road. 2/1 with
loft, .897 acres, 1,177 sq. ft. $189,000. Call
Ty at 828-577-9261.

IN TOWN — 3/2.5 log home. The cot-
tages lakeside at Harris Lake. Less than 2
years old. $329,000. Call Ty at 828-577-
9261.

PINE GROVE TOWNHOUSE CASH-
IERS. Two bedrooms two and ½ bath.
Walking distance to crossroads, restau-
rants and shopping. Large deck overlook-
ing green lawn $229,000. Call Manuel de
Juan 828-743-1021.Owner broker. Visual
tour at www.pixelitvideos.com/townhome

LOTS  – Exclusive RiverRock, Tucka-
segee Village: 2.1 acre Lot 48, great build-
ing site, adjoins horse farm. $364,900; and
THE premier view Lot 34, best view lot de-
velopment. $799,900 Call HUTCH (706)
831-0892 owner/agent.

MOTOR COACH SITE – Private, lux-
ury motor coach site available for purchase.
Downtown Highlands.  Corner of Fifth St.
and Chestnut St.  Gated, restricted.  Call
828-526-5333.

BY BUILDER – 4/3, new construction.
Executive home. 1.5 acres, bordered by 2
creeks and a pond in a new up-scale sub-
division less than 5 minutes from downtown
Franklin. $485K. Call 371-3669.

ADORABLE 3 BR/2 BA COTTAGE
with wonderful mountain view. One mile
from Main Street. Highlands. $275,000. By
Owner. For Appt. 828-526-1085.

ITEMS FOR SALE

FREE STANDING WOOD-BURNING
STOVE – with blower. $200. Call 828-349-
3534.

FRIGIDAIRE UPRIGHT FREEZER.

Excellent condition. $100.(828) 526-9107.
DINING ROOM TABLE & 8 CHAIRS

– Great for Mountain Home. Nearly New.
Good Condition. $2,000. Call Linda at 526-
1517.

KITCHENAID GAS RANGE. Like new
condition, $250; King-size headboard, $40;
Queen-size headboard,$35; new glass
fireplace screen, (still in box,) polished brass
finish, fits fireplace opening Height 24 3/4
“- 29 3/4”. Width 30" to 37 l/2,” $125. Call
828-371-2999

ART-ALL ORIGINAL.  Art League of
Highlands Fall Colors.  October 20, 21. 
10:00-5:00.  Recreation Park, Route 64
West, Highlands, NC.  Children’s Art Room
and “Hallway Hat Rack Show.”  Free
admission.  Door prizes.  828-526-2177.

COMPLETE SET: XM RADIO,
Automobile unit, Home Boom Box, Remote
Home Antenna by DELPHI over $200 value
for $85.00. Call 526-2713

LATE KENMORE FLOOR MODEL
VACCUUM 5.0 power with 2-motor sys-
tems. $149. Call 526-4077.

TWO DAHON PORTABLE FOLDING
BICYCLES. 6-speed. Like new. Kryponite
lock. $275 for both. Call 743-5593.

MEDICAL LIFT CHAIR – Used one
week. Paid $615, asking $500. 526-5558.

ANTIQUE CHERRY DINING TABLE
from Estate Sale.Double drop-leaf. Rope
carved legs. Seats 4-10 people Extends to
4x10 ft $2,200. obo  828-787-1515

LARGE BIRDCAGE – 2 1/2 feet high
by 1 foot 3 inches wide by 1 foot 2 inches
deep. With feedrs. $40. Call 526-9245.

DOG KENNEL. 10' x 10' x 6', heavy
gauge chainlink.  Like New. $175, was
$270. call 828.389.2722 Hayesville, NC

DELUXE VENTED GAS heater high
btu, slightly used, $100. 524-6038.

CUSTOM DECK SET – Painted alu-
minum Love seat & club chair with lami-
nated waverly cushions. $125. Call 526-
1078.

MAHOGHANY CHINA CLOSET, 6-ft
plus, mirror back, 4 glass shelves. Must
see. Call 787-2307.

BERNHARDT CHERRY DESK, mint
condition. Paid $4,000; sell $1500.Call 404-
354-7463.

CERAMIC KILN.  230V, 20A, dual con-
trol up to 2300*F.  Interior 20" high, 18" di-
ameter.  Almost new.  $500.  828/787-2177.

USED PLAYSTATION 2 – With 10
games (Star Wars, Battlefront II, Lego Star
Wars, Spiderman 2 and more) – Includes
memory card, controllers, and other acces-
sories. Asking $350 or OBO. Call Gardner
at 526-3008.

ANTIQUE SLOT MACHINES – 25c
1933 mills “war eagle” $2,800; 10c mills
777 “special award” $2,400. Mint condition.
828-862-3363.

ARMOIRE & DRESSOR W/ 3 WAY
MIRROR. Light Maple color. Excellent con-
dition. $600 for both or will sell separately.
526-9107.

VANITY TOP SINK – 22”x37” with 4”
back splash cream color, $59. Call 526-
4077.

NEW SHOWER DOOR – Still in box.
27” wide, gold color. Call 526-4077. $79.

FARM HOUSE STYLE PINE TOP
COUNTRY TABLE with white-washed
legs, 6 chairs with white-washed legs. Best
offer over $700. Call 526-1597.

CHINA CABINETS desk, rope-bed,
trunk framed artwork, quilts, and more. Call
828-526-3836.

ANTIQUE BEAMS, FLOORING AND
STRUCTURES: Hand hewn beams in oak
and yellow pine. Beautiful material, large
faces, $3.50-$4 per board foot. Original,
reclaimed white and yellow pine flooring,
random wide widths (6-16") $6/board ft.
Also selling entire log and timber frame
structures. 215-529-7637
(www.jcwoodworking.info)

BEAUTIFUL FLOORING: Wormy
white oak flooring, resawn, milled and ready
to lay w/ t&g, 6-12" widths, $8/sq. ft. 215-
529-7637

LOG CABIN KIT – 32 x 24 8 1/2 inch
yellow Pine logs. Walls only. $9,999. Call
526-0241.

TIME CLOCK, Acroprint Model 125,
and time cards. See Bob at SweeTreats,
526-9822.

BISTRO TABLES, 21" round (black
and white), 2 black chairs. (4 sets @ $125
per set).  See Bob at SweeTreats 526-9822.

DINING ROOM FURNITURE. Very
nice. Rectangular with two leaves 6 chairs,
2 with arms. Maple with upholstered seats.
$326 all inclusive. 864-972-8525 or cell
864-723-4101

HILTI TE 805 DEMOLITION HAM-
MER. New. Case & 4 bits. $500. 828-526-
2700 or 828-421-7886

SLEEPER SOFA – Neutral Plaid. Like
New. $145. Call 864-972-8525.

SOLID DARK OAK DINETTE CABI-
NET. 19"x64"x84".3 glass windows on top.
3 drawers on bottom. 2 bottom doors with
keys. Imported from Belgium. Excellent
condition. $1,500. Call 369-3250.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

MITSUBISHI 2006 RAIDER PICK-UP
TRUCK – 4WD, Tool Box, 10,5000 miles.
$18,000. Call 526-0539.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE FOR
SALE – 2002 Discovery – 38P Cat 338 HP.
Immaculate. Double Slide. Smoke/pet free.
Original owner. All options Electric awnings.
W/D. Six new batteries. Extended warran-
ty. Brake Pro. 28,000 miles. $105,000. Call
743-5593.

1984 TOYOTA COROLLA - 200,000
miles runs good/great gas mileage $550
obo. Call 526-4741

1991 HONDA PRELUDE – 190K
miles. Runs Good. Looks Good. $800. Call
200-9824.

2006 SUZUKI DR 200SE MOTORCY-
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CLE – 29 miles, only, perfect condition, 1-
cylinder, 4-stoke, 199cc. $3,000. Call 828-
342-6789 or home at 828-526-5507.

HANDICAPPED VAN – Dodge Grand
Caravan, wheelchair accessible, automat-
ic ramp, hand controls, 43,900 miles,
$16,000.00 526-9769.

1966 MUSTANG – 2-door coupe.
$12,000. Call 828-883-4214.

1999 CAMARO – New tires, low mile-
age, 5-speed, 6-cylinder, excellent condi-
tion. Call 828-369-3619.

1991 SUBURBAN 3/4 TON, 130K
miles, 20K on Tranny, 350 V8, lift w/wheels
& tires, good condition, never off-road,
white/blue $4350. Call 200-0013.

SERVICES

CAREGIVER – Mature lady will do
assisted living in your home. Quality care
for all your needs. Also, house and pet care.
Clear background and driving record. Call
706-282-0021 for more information.

HOUSE SITTER AVAILABLE – NC
writer with excellent local references, seek-
ing opportunity to stay in Highlands for the
winter. Responsible, quiet, handy. Some
caretaking -- no problem! 828-743-9530 or
917-584-7673.

HOME CARETAKER – Live in position
wanted. Will repair and remodel your home
while you’re away this winter. Experienced
in home repair and landscaping. Referenc-
es available. Call Jim Martineau at 828-
743-2273 or cell: 413-584-1911.

CUTTING EDGE TREE SERVICE -
“Let us go out on a Limb for You.” We spe-
cialize in tree removal, trimming, Lot/View
clearing, under brushing and stump grind-
ing. Quality work and Fully insured. For
Free Estimate call 524-1309 or 421-2905.

SPIC AND SPAN CLEANERS – look-
ing for part-time cleaners to clean banks in
Highlands and Cashiers. Call 828-691-
6353.

 TREE SERVICE – From view clear-
ing to the most complicated tree removal,
under brushing, stump removal/grinding/
brush chipping/hauling and storm clean-up.
For good quality, dependable services, ful-
ly insured, give us a call at 828-526-2251.

HEMLOCK WOOLLY ADELGID
TREATMENT – By J&J Lawn and Land-
scaping services. NC Licensed Applicator,
Highlands, NC 828-526-2251.

J&J  LAWN AND LANDSCAPING
SERVICES – complete lawn and landscap-
ing service, spring cleanup, gutter clean-
ing, under-brushing, tree removal, lot clear-
ing, storm cleanup, rockwork, retaining
walls, flowerbeds, firewood. 828-526-2251.

CLOCK REPAIR & RESTORATION –
Antique or modern. Call to discuss your
repair needs. Visit my website at
www.oldclockrepari.com or call Joseph
McGahee at 706-754-9631 or email to
mcgaheeclockshop@yahoo.com – 9/13

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

– Decks and homes, senior discounts. Call
the “Fussy Painter for Fussy People.” ATM
Painting. Insured.  Alan Davies. Call 828-
577-9262.

SHIPPING SERVICES - STORK’S
WRAP, PACK & SHIP UPS Ground & Next
Day Air services and large  furniture ship-
ping available. Packing services and/or
supplies. Gift wrapping and fax services.
323 Hwy 107 N., Cashiers, NC (1/2 mile
from crossroads) (828) 743-3222.

HOUSE CLEANING & ERRAND
RUNNING – References available. Call
524-3261.

NEED YOUR HOME CLEANED? Call
Charlotte at Letson Enterprise for a free
estimate. 828-369-9127 or Bill at 828-421-
0971.

PERSONAL COMPANION/CARE-
GIVER Whatever your needs may be we
can help. References available (828)421-
5940,(828) 399-1749.

FIVE STAR CLEANING & MAINTE-
NANCE – Light and detail cleaning. Call
828-332-7201.

D.P. PAINTING & PRESSURE WASH-
ING – Interior and exterior painting. Quality
Work. References. In business since 1984.
Dennis Perkins. 526-3542 or 371-2277.

YARD WORK & PRESSURE WASH-
ING – Yard and property maintenance.
Pressure Washing and odd jobs. Call Bruce
at 828-369-3168 or 828 371-2766. 8/18

H & D HOUSE CLEANERS  – We’re
the team for minor cleans. Dishes, bed,
floors, & baths. Give us a call  ‘cause we
are the Best!” 706-982-1994 or 706-782-
0376

SCOTTS CONSTRUCTION ‘ME FIX
IT’ – Decks, roofs, pressure washing, paint-
ing, lawn service, small electrical, floors,
carpet cleaning, house cleaning! No job too
small. 30 yrs. exp. Call David at 828-369-
5886 or 828-347-5051.

C&C CONTRACTING – We Get It
Done — Small or Large – Remodeling,
decks, doors, windows or the whole house!
Call Art Doughty at 828-508-1360 Work-
men’s Comp, General Liability, Referenc-
es

HIGHLANDS SHUTTLE SERVICE –
Atlanta Airport Shuttle. Drive - Away •  Auto
Delivery. All Out-of-Town Trips Driving Ser-
vices. Call 526-8078.

MARK’S SEDAN DRIVING SERVICE
– All airports – Atlanta, Asheville, scenic
tours, parks, special occasions, restaurant
trips, auto delivery. Town Car. Call  828-
524-0424 or cell (239)-292-3623. 10/25

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF THE
NOVEMBER 6, 2007

MUNICIPAL ELECTION,
COUNTY WIDE BOND REFERENDUM

& LEVY OF LAND TRANSFER TAX
REFERENDUM

The Municipal Election, County
Wide Bond Referendum and Levy of
Land Transfer Tax Referendum will be
held on Tuesday, November 6, 2007. The
Town of Franklin ballot will have the fol-
lowing items: Mayor, Alderman, Bond
Referendums and Levy of Land Trans-
fer Tax Referendum. The Town of High-
lands ballot will have the following items:
Town Commissioners, Mixed and Malt
Beverage, Bond Referendums and Levy
of Land Transfer Tax Referendum. Polls
will be open from 6:30 a.m. until 7:30
p.m. The polling places will be located at:

North Franklin - SCC (this building is
located beside the Macon County Court-
house.)

• South Franklin – The OLD Library.
• East Franklin – East Franklin Elemen-

tary School. (Behind Hardee’s)
• Iotla – Iotla Elementary School.
• Union – Macon County Community

Building- located across from the Whistle
Stop Mall.

• Millshoal – Holly Springs Community
Building.

• Ellijay – Cullasaja Elementary
School.

• Sugarfork – Pine Grove Community
Building.

• Highlands – Highlands Civic Center.
• Flats – Scaly Mountain Community

Center.
• Smithbridge – Otto Community Build-

ing located above Otto Fire Department.
• Cartoogechaye – The OLD Car-

toogechaye Elementary School. Located
on Hwy 64 West.

• Burningtown – Burningtown Commu-
nity Building. Located behind Burning-
town Baptist Church.

• Cowee – Cowee Elementary School.

Absentee ballots are allowed. Re-
quests for an absentee ballot must be

made in writing and received in the Ma-
con County Board of Elections office by
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 30, 2007.
Requests may also be done in person at
the Macon County Board of Elections for
the Absentee Ballot to be mailed. Absen-
tee Ballots are required to be mailed. Ab-
sentee voting begins on Monday Septem-
ber 17, 2007. All voted Absentee ballots
must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
November 5, 2007.

One-Stop Voting will be held in the
Board of Elections Office beginning Thurs-
day, October 18th. The Board of Elections
is located in the Macon County Courthouse,
Room 127A which is on the 1st floor of the
Courthouse. Office hours are Monday-
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. In addition
to regular office hours, the office will be
open on Saturday, October 20th, Satur-
day, October 27th, and the last day of One-
Stop voting will be on Saturday, Novem-
ber 3, 2007. For One-Stop voting on Sat-
urday’s the office hours will be from 8:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. If you do not vote early
you will be required to go to your poll-
ing place on Election Day.

All residents of Macon County who are
registered to vote with Macon County Board
of Elections may vote in this election. All
residents who are registered to vote in the
Town Election may vote on all issues.
County residents may vote on Bond Ref-
erendum’s. Last day to register to vote is
Friday, October 12, 2007. A person may
register at the Board of Election Office or
may register by mail.

For additional information contact
the Macon County Board of Elections
at 828-349-2034.

Sara Waldroop, Chairman
Macon County Board of Elections
10/11

• THANK YOUS •

The Highlands School Baseball
program and the Lady Highlanders
Basketball team would like to thank the
community and boosters club for
helping support the teams in our recent
fund-raisers.

These events have been fun and
enjoyable for all who participated in
these events. Money is going to help
with expenses the teams will have for
the upcoming seasons.

If you would like to help,
donations are always welcome!
Hopefully these are things that the
athletic department can continue to do!

The athletes and coaches of
Highlands School would like to thank
Dr. Patti Wheeler, Dr. Olson, Jennifer
Fernandez, and MacKenzie Cook with
their time and dedication.

These doctors provided two days of
physical examinations for our athletes.
It is nice to have dedicated physicians in
the community who help us out.

Thank you!
The Highlands School Athletic

Department

Thanks to community

Thanks to doctors

The Highlands School Baseball
Program & the Lady Highlanders

Basketball team
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7 Days A Week 24 Hours
A Day...Even Holidays

Based in Highlands • Call 526-8313 • Free Estimates

Roto-Rooter Plumbing & Drain Cleaning of Highlands and
Cashiers now offers septic tank pumping, drain field

cleaning and septic field location.
Think your drainfield needs replacing?

The majority of drainfield problems occur due to build up
in the drain lines. Roto-Rooter can clean lines, saving you
thousands of dollars when compared to replacing lines.

Mention this ad & SAVE $25

We will
locate,

excavate
and

pump it!
Full Service Property Care and Management

Family owned, full-service property management and
maintenance company

 
MHM will take care of all of your property needs:

bi weekly and monthly inspections, housekeeping,
grounds keeping, pet sitting, concierge service, house
sitting, holiday lights, winterizing your home, boat, car

snow removal and more!
 

Fore more information and a complete list of services
visit our web sight www.mountainhomemgmt.com

Jeff Nickerson, owner-operator 
828-230-2989

have individual towel colors. I love
systems and am always looking for new
ideas. Many years ago I read about a
young man who was faced with raising
three small children after his wife died.
The first time he went into the kitchen to
make a grocery list he panicked. How
could he possible know what to buy? So
he developed lists for the items that each
pantry shelf should have when fully
stocked and taped each list to the door of
the cupboard. To make out his grocery
list all he had to do was run down the list

on the door and check against the
contents of the shelf. I have been doing a
variation of this scheme ever since and I
love it; it has made keeping our pantry
stocked a breeze.

And for those who can’t seem to get
on top of the mess in their lives, there’s
hope in technology: “The growing
availability of dirt-cheap chips with built-
in radio transmitters is expected to create
an opportunity for Google to let people
call up the exact location of their car
keys.”

... BRUGGER continued from page 8
sends his shirts out to be stuffed.”

That makes the final point about
humor. As Twain wrote in “The
Mysterious Stranger,” only humor has
the capacity “to destroy a public
humbug at a single blast.” Boss Tweed
of New York City was immune to
prosecution because he controlled the
judges. The cartoons of Thomas Nast
made a joke of Boss Tweed and
eventually brought him down.

Perhaps in this era when absurdity
is all around us, we need more humor
and less philosophy to fight the public
rot. As the best of both humorists and
philosophers will agree, humor is just
philosophy without the long words and
pages of explanation.

As I was about to publish this, Larry

... HIS & HERS continued from page 9
Craig lost his vain effort to withdraw
his guilty plea, and then violated his
own pledge and said he intended to
stay in the Senate. It is time for an
intervention.

When Justice William O. Douglas
was getting senile at the end of his long
service on the Supreme Court, a
delegation of his three closest and
longest colleagues came to him and
made it clear he should step down. It is
time for a handful of Republican
Senators to do the same to, and for,
Larry Craig.

• About the Author: John Armor
practiced in the US Supreme Court for
33 years. John_Armor@aya.yale.edu He
lives in the 11th District of North
Carolina.

... BLOOD DRIVES continued from page 25

time to allow them to donate again in
this drive, should they wish to do so.

AnMed Blood Center in Anderson,
S.C. has supplied blood and blood prod-
ucts to Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
more than 20 years. It is the only blood
center utilized by the hospital.

Potential donors must be at least 17
years of age, weigh at least 110 pounds,

and be in good health. Even those who
take medication for high blood pressure
can usually donate blood. In fact, most
medications won’t disqualify potential
donors. In fact, new research has shown
that some prospective donors who might
not have been considered eligible in the
past may now be able to participate.



Solution to #BN3D in the Oct. 4 paper

#CN4F – Level of Difficulty – Moderate

PseudoCube©

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged in three layers with 9 numbers each.

These numbers are arranged in a special pattern: For each layer, the sum of the three numbers in
each row, column or diagonal, is 3 times its center number. Eight diagonals connect all 3 layers by
running through the center number of the middle layer. Each diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling
the total of the three center numbers. One of the diagonals is shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and the other numbers given. Now pour a

cup of coffee, pick up a pencil and eraser and try to figure out where the other numbers belong.
Good Luck!

The first correct solution emailed earns a coupon for a FREE cup of coffee from Buck’s Coffee
Cafe on Main Street.

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com

• POLICE & FIRE •
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The following is the High-
lands Police Dept. log entries
for the week of Sept. 29-Oct. 9.
Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor, or public officials have
been used.

Sept. 29
• .At 6:30 p.m., $200 of build-

ing supplies were reported miss-
ing.

Oct. 1
• Officers responded to a 9-1-

1 hang-up from Old Edwards Inn
& Spa.

• A citizen parked on Main
Street reported her cell phone sto-

len off the front seat of her car. It
is valued at $250.

Oct. 2
• At noon, an attempted break-

ing and entering was reported at
a residence on Wilson Road
which resulted in damage to a
$200 door.

• At 4:39 a.m., officers on pa-
trol found the front door to Town
Hall open.

Oct. 3
• At 5:45 p.m., a motorist at

Hicks and Mirrormont was cited for
speeding 53 mph in a 25 zone.

Oct. 4
• At noon, a motorist on N.C.

106 was cited for speeding 54
mph in a 35 zone.

Oct. 6
• At 1 p.m., a breaking and

entering with larceny was report-
ed where an electric chainsaw and
a pressure washer. Thieves alleg-
edly entered through a bathroom
window.

• During the week officers is-
sued 7 warning tickets and re-
sponded to 1 alarm.

The following is the High-
lands Fire & Rescue Dept. log
entries for the week of Oct. 5-
10

Oct. 5
• The dept. was first-respond-

ers to assist EMS with a medical
call at a residence on Bonnie
Lane. The victim was transported
to Bryant Funeral Home.

• The dept. responded to an

accident on U.S. 64 west near Dry
Falls. There were no injuries.

• The dept. responded to an
alarm at a residence on Cobb
Road which was set off by work-
ers.

• The dept. responded to an
alarm at a residence on Small-
wood Ave. which was set off by
workers..

Oct. 9
•  The dept. was called twice

to a home on Blackrock Circle to
conduct a carbon monoxide
check.

Oct. 10
• The dept. responded to a

brush fire at the Meadows.
NOTE:

The dept. requests that all cit-
izens display their 9-1-1 numbers
at their residents. To know where
to put them, call 526-3645.

Louise Gallery, but in the next year the
gallery will be moving into its new facility
at the Fine Art Center on Oak Street.  The
Library Board of Trustees is currently
planning how best to use this space once
the Gallery’s move is complete and the
library is able to expand to fill the entire
building.  In the next year the library
board will begin to raise the funds
needed to renovate the vacated gallery
space for library use.

However, even this additional space
may not be enough.

Last year the library board hired the
library consulting firm of Dubberly-
Garcia Associates to help guide them in
planning for this expansion.  As a result
of this planning, the board has been told
that due to the pace of growth on the
plateau, a 8400 square foot building
would only serve the Highlands
community for another few years and
that by the year 2016 Highlands will need
a facility almost twice this size.  While it is
possible to expand the current building
beyond its current footprint, a structure
of nearly 16,000 square feet cannot be

built at the library’s current location
while still adhering to generally accepted
standards for library layout and
accessibility or without disrupting current
library services.

The current Hudson Library is a
legacy that we have received from past
generations of Highlanders.  Passing the
library bond referendum will enable the
county to build a new library building
designed to meet the future needs of
citizens and visitors to the Highlands
community.  The Library Board of
Trustees urges all citizens to vote “Yes” on
the November 6 bond initiative to build
Highlands a new library.

Board of Trustees Hudson Library
of Highlands, NC, Inc.

John Gaston, President, Robert
E. Smith, Vice President, Jan Lard,

Secretary, Bill Stiefel, Treasurer, Avary
Doubleday, County/Regional

Representative, Cindy Trevathan,
County Representative, Glenda Bell,

Katie Brugger, Lee Byers, Cathy
McIntyre-Ross, David Rohrer,

Margaret Shaffner

... LETTERS continued from page 2

70 feet, unless the truck is delivering in the area.
“If we don’t know about a problem, we can’t fix it,” Sgt. Johnson said. This could be

an indication that the public needs to raise awareness about any and all issues pertaining
to the Gorge Road.

... GORGE ROAD continued from page 14
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