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This Week in Highlands

Middle
East expert
presents
‘Iraq 101’

This is the final part of a
multi-part series which

began Oct. 30.

•See MACKEY page 20

After her presentation
Middle East expert Sandra
Mackey answered questions
from the audience.

Question 5
Don’t we risk another

Iraq if we go into Afghanistan
risking great cost and great
loss of life?

Iraq and Afghanistan are
very different countries. In
Afghanistan you’re dealing
with the Taliban and group
of people who are back in the
18-19th century. That tension
has been there from the time
the Russians invaded. They
took advantage of the conflict
between the urban elite and
the tribes people who are a
different ethnic group.  The
Krasi government has failed.
It has been put in and so the
urban elite are back but they
haven’t addressed the needs
of the rural people.

So we could be in Af-
ghanistan a long time, but it’s
how we’re there and what is
the goal there that matters?

The front line on terror-

On-going Events
• Collections for men and

women overseas at Chestnut Hill
Retirement community. Call Jere-
my Duke at (828) 787-2114.

• Raffle of handcrafted Stiefel
Botanical Book to benefit The Bas-
com. Call 526-4949, ext. 8#.

• At Health Tracks at High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital, various
exercise classes. Call 526-1FIT.

Mon. & Wed.
• Middle School students After

School Program from 3-5 p.m. at
the Rec Park.

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rog-

ers at the Rec Park, 8-9 a.m. $10
per class or $50 a month.

Wed., & Fri.
• Open AA meeting noon at

the Episcopal Church at Fifth and
Main streets.

Mondays
• Open AA meeting, 8 p.m. at

the Episcopal Church at Fifth and
Main streets.

• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m.
at the Rec Park. $3 per person.

Wednesdays
• Men’s interdenominational

Bible Study at 8:30 a.m.at First Bap-
tist Church.

Thursdays
• Al-Anon meeting, noon at the

Episcopal Church at  Main and Fifth
streets.

Thursdays & Fridays
• Live music at The Rib Shack

from 7-10 p.m.
Thurs.-Sat., Dec 11-13
• The Highlands-Cashiers

Players will present its annual free
Christmas reading at 7 p.m. at the
Performing Arts Center on Chest-
nut Street.

Saturday, Dec. 13
• Breakfast with Santa at the

Methodist Church at 8:30 a.m. $10
per family

• Wine Tastings at Old Ed-
wards Inn & Spa, 2-4 p.m.Call
526-8008.

• Santa will be at the High-
lands Visitor Center from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. to hear wishes and for pho-
tos.

• The Highlands Community
Christian Chorale presents its con-
cert 4 p.m. at the Baptist Church.
Reception to follow.

• The Highlands Plateau
Greenway will have a trail construc-
tion work trip on Saturday.Call Hill-
rie Quin at 526-2385.

King & Queen for the night

Seniors Andrew Billingsley and Carolyn Hornsby
were crowned king and queen at the annual
Highlands School Homecoming Dance Saturday
night. They competed with other seniors named
to the Homecoming Court – Haley Chalker, Casey
Jenkins, Marisol Ruiz, Michael Baty, Hunter Leffler
and Luke McClellan. Also named to the court were
freshmen Jenny Coram and Cody St. Germain,
Sophomores Courtney Rogers and Josh DeLaCruz,
and Juniors Jessica Gagne, Shelby Johnson,
Harrison Hall and Will Mathiowdis. For
Homecoming Dance photos see page 22.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

Weather, a hike in salt
prices and a decrease in reve-
nue are the reasons behind
services being curtailed by the
NC DOT department this
winter — a scenario being
mimicked by departments of
transportation across the
country.

Simply put, state DOT
budgets don’t have contin-

gency funds to offset the sky-
rocketing cost of salt which
is used to make winter roads
safe after the decrease in rev-
enues from car sales was fac-
tored in.

“The problem we are fac-
ing with snow and ice con-
trol is two-fold,” said Wesley
Grindstaff, NC DOT district
engineer. “A combination of

NCDOT’s revenues being
significantly less than initial
projections with the escala-
tion in salt prices is requir-
ing that we practice a closer
adherence to our snow and
ice policy than what has been
practiced in the past. This is
being done in an attempt to
remain in budget and be fis-
cally responsible.”

At Monday night’s Ma-
con County Commission
meeting, board members
agreed to contact DOT to see
how Macon County will be
affected, particularly since
commissioners received
complaints from citizens in
Highlands and Nantahala af-

Salt prices culprit behind DOT budget cuts

•See SALT page 2

For the second year in a
row Highlands has been
named a AAA Safety Commu-
nity for Traffic in North Caro-
lina for populations less than
10,000.

At the Dec. 3 Town Board
meeting, Police Chief Bill
Harrell announced that the
police department had at-
tained the rating through its
participation in the N.C.
Governor’s Highway Safety
Program “No Need 2 Speed”
campaign enforced between
Nov. 17-30.

Chief Harrell said since
92% of North Carolina com-
munities fall into the “under
10,000 population” category
the rating is a pretty big deal.
He said his officers issued 18
citations and made one DWI
arrest during the campaign.

“Personally, departmen-
tally, and in the spirit of com-
munity policing, I take great
pride in that accomplish-
ment,” he said. “The fact that

we are leading in providing
our community a safer, bet-
ter quality of life by deploy-
ing measures in making mo-
torist & pedestrians safer is a
good thing.”

All tolled, Macon Coun-
ty law enforcement agencies
conducted 15 checkpoints
during the period and issued
413 traffic and criminal vio-
lation citations.

The N.C. Governor’s
Highway Safety Program
kicked off the pilot project
“No Need 2 Speed,” in June
2006 to encourage drivers to
slow down and follow the
speed limit. In April 2007 the
N.C. State Highway Depart-
ment asked local law enforce-
ment agencies statewide to
participate and report find-
ings.

Results suggest that with
the combination of signage
and enforcement there was a
decrease in motorists speed-
ing on rural roads.          – KL

Police Dept. earns grade

The first seating of the
county’s new board was Dec.

8 and commissioners wast-
ed no time initiating chang-
es.

• Beginning January
2009, the board will meet
two times a month – the sec-
ond Monday at 6 p.m. and the
fourth Monday at 2 p.m.

Chairman Commis-
sioner Ronnie Beale initiat-

New county offerings

•See COUNTY page 15
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* THE PLATEAU’S POSITION •
• FORUM •

By Nathan Forrester

“God bless America!” This is a
      phrase that I have thought a lot

                        about over  the last few months.
Has God blessed America? Is it right to ask
him to keep doing so given the sin in our
country today? I started thinking about this
question when I heard many Christian
friends of mine talking about giving up on
America. Some seem to go so far as to say,
“Don’t vote because you are supporting a
sinful government system,” or “The voting
booth is an altar to democracy.” These
Christians sound as though they want
America to fall so they can set up a new
government. I love my God and my country.
I believe we can be Christians and patriots as
well.

I am first a Christian and then an
American. Does this violate being in the
world and not of it? If we read 1 Corinthians
7:29-31, we get a better picture of being in the
world but not of it. I read a blog by John Piper
that really did a good job of explaining voting
to a Christian. We can apply the same concept
to being a patriot also.

“The appointed time has grown very
short. From now on, let those who have
wives live as though they had none, and those
who mourn as though they were not
mourning, and those who rejoice as though
they were not rejoicing, and those who buy
as though they had no goods, and those who
deal with the world as though they had no
dealings with it. For the present form of this
world is passing away” (1 Corinthians 7:29-
31).

This passage doesn’t tell us to stop loving
our wives, but not to hold them dearer than
Christ. We still need to support and provide
for them. The same goes for our country. We
cannot ignore our county! We must love her
enough to be salt and light for her. We follow
her laws as long as they don’t contradict God’s
law. The only reason for not supporting your
country would be if that county asked you to
forget God.

In times past, Christians lived in
countries ruled by a few men with all the
power and went to churches that were ruled
in the same way. In these countries and
churches, the only thing a Christian could
do was to obey the law and be salt and light
with their lives. They had no way of changing
that leadership other than with violence or
by a change of the tyrant’s heart. In the
reformation, the church moved to a
representative form of government. These
ideas about government in the church started

Has God Blessed
America?

•See FORUM page 9

• THANK YOUS •

The weather outside was frightful, but
dozens of Highlanders and their visitors
came to the annual Christmas Showhouse
sponsored by the Highlands Historical So-
ciety, and were delighted with what they
saw. What they saw started with a wonder-
ful Joe Webb log house on Satulah Road,
built in 1930 and now owned by Jim
Green. Inside they saw rooms beautifully
decorated by gifted ladies who volunteered
their services: Susan Jones for The Dry
Sink, Nancy Ostema for Cosper Flowers,
Sarah Sloan for Antiques and More, Bar-
bara Smith, Connie Thompson for Basket-
works and Liz View for Cut ‘n Patch Quilts.

Other volunteers too numerous to
mention shuttled attendees to and from the
Showhouse, stood in the cold outside Bry-
son’s Food Store to sell tickets, and served
as docents at the house. All ticket proceeds
as well as proceeds from the sale of calen-
dars depicting scenes from Highlands’ past
go to benefit the Highlands Historical Soci-
ety which maintains three buildings at the
Historic Village: the Prince House, the
Highlands Historical Museum and Ar-
chives, and the Bug Hill Cottage. The board
of directors is grateful to every volunteer
and everyone who bought a ticket to this
year’s Highlands Christmas Showhouse.

Historical Society
says thanks

Edwin and Kay Poole were the recipi-
ents of this year’s Robert Dupree Award, grant-
ed annually by the Highlands Chamber of
Commerce to outstanding citizens whose
public service matches or
approaches that of Rob-
ert Dupree.

Robert Dupree
served as pastor of the
F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n
Church in Highlands
from 1936-41 and 1948-
51. During that time and
afterwards he recognized
the need to provide rec-
reational activities for
young people and orga-
nized an
outstanding music program and a basketball
team known as the Christian Endeavor All-
Stars. He was also instrumental in the found-
ing of the theatre group that has led to the
Highlands Playhouse. He joined Steve Potts
in various commercial ventures, including
the very popular restaurant that came to be
known as the Highlander. For a period of
time he served as the Town’s Recreation Di-
rector.

Edwin and Kay Poole moved to High-
lands full-time in 2001 and immediately be-
gan volunteering wherever their help was
needed. They are particularly enthusiastic

Pooles receive ‘Dupree’ award
about the environment and are active in the
Highlands Plateau Audubon Society, the High-
lands Biological Station, Mirror Lake Im-
provement Association, Highlands-Cashiers

Land Trust, Upper Cul-
lasaja Watershed Associ-
ation, the Greenway Trail
and the annual Gorge
Road Litter Pick-up. Ed-
win helped with the con-
struction of the recently
opened Ranger Falls Trail
in the Nantahala Na-
tional Forest. 

As former school
teachers, they both de-
vote one day each week
to help teachers at High-

lands School and have been exam proctors
at the school. On three different occasions
they have been named “Fans of the Year”
because of their dedicated attendance at
school athletic events.

During the summer, they serve as muse-
um docents for the Highlands Historical So-
ciety. For the last five years Kay has been a
volunteer in the box office for the Highlands
Community Players, and this year manned
the box office for the Performing Arts Center
The Pooles register participants in the SOAR
race and man checkpoints to assure that par-
ticipants stay on the race course.

Edwin and Kay Poole

ter the Dec. 1 snow fall. Highlands Mayor
Don Mullen said he would be contacting
them as well.

Grindstaff said historically Division 14
of which Macon County is a part, gets more
service than his department policy dictates

for snow and ice removal, but he realizes
that’s what people have come to expect.

“We will strive to continue to provide
the highest level of service at an expense that
we can handle,” said Grindstaff. “Our forces
will continue to plow and use abrasives –
sand and chat – on our secondary roadways,
but we will not be using salt throughout these
routes as we may have done in the past.”

Dick Hanneman, president of the Salt
Institute — a trade group representing U.S.
and Canadian salt manufacturers — said rea-
son for the price increase is multi-faceted.

Record snow in parts of the U.S. last win-
ter depleted salt supplies and fearing a repeat
of last year’s problems, many states increased
their salt orders by 30%-40%.

Hanneman said the handful of salt sup-
pliers in North America have been running
full throttle to try to meet demand.

Louisiana and Kansas each have three
mines, Texas, Ohio and Ontario, Canada,
have two each and there is one in New York.
These serve states in the Great Lakes and Mis-
sissippi River regions. Most of the salt for the
East Coast comes from overseas.

Weather over the past year has added to
the problem.

Summer flooding closed locks and dams
on the Upper Mississippi River for weeks,
disrupting barge shipments of road salt and
soaring gas prices this past summer and fall
increased the cost of transporting the salt.

To make matters worse, in September,

•See SALT page 19

... SALT continued from page 1
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Mon-Thurs. 10-6, Fri & Sat. 10-8, Sun 1-6 

Huge Sale Up To 75% OFF!
• OBITUARIES •

The REDUCED price of $329,900 for 2,300+- sq. ft. — just $165 per
sq. ft. finished in this new office complex on N.C. 106 – is good

through March 1, 2009.

HUGE PRICE CUT!!

www.carolinamountainbrokers.com

Call Chris Gilbert
Owner/Broker

at 828-421-3161 or
(828)-526-5296

Call Jim Tate
Owner

at 828-526-8953

$50,000 price reduction!
On Thursday, Dec. 4, 2008, the Highlands community turned out in force to
remember and show its respect for Nick Moschouris and his family, owners of
Nick’s Fine Foods restaurant. Nick died on Friday, Nov. 28. Every seat was
filled in the sanctuary of the Highlands United Methodist Church as well as
most seats in the Fellowship Hall where mourners watched the proceedings
on television. Pastor Paul Christy, who said he only knew Nick while he was
battling cancer, and Pastor Eddie Ingram, who said he only knew Nick while
he was well, each told endearing stories about Nick, his family and the love
they shared. After the service, people crowded around wife Patti and daugh-
ter Dori offering comforting words and hugs. Patti said the show of love and
support was almost overwhelming.

Highlands remembers Nick Moschouris

Photo by Kim Lewicki

Diann Barta
Diann, a resident of the Highlands area since the mid-90s, quietly died at her home over

the Thanksgiving weekend. She shared with all who knew her, a fond love for the Highlands
community and the surrounding mountains. Diann spent her working life in the hospitality
business. She moved Highlands from a Sheraton property in Orlando, FL, to assist in the
opening of a Highlands restaurant. Later she worked as assistant manager of the Kelsey &
Hutchinson Lodge and later The Lodge at Old Edwards Inn.

Most recently diann served as assistant manager of The Lodge at Tallulah Falls, Tallulah
Falls, GA, which opened this past summer. She was instrumental in the concept develop-
ment and implementation of service standards for this 55-room lodge and conference cen-
ter.

Diann was born October 11, 1952 in Trenton, NJ and grew up in nearby Burlington. She
is survived by her father Joseph Barker of Mt. Laurel, NJ, and sister Toni Makowski and
husband Jerry and nephews Matt and Justin, all of Kendall Park, NJ.

Diann had two feline children adopted from the Highlands-Cashiers Humane Society.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Highlands-Cashiers Humane Society, P.O.
Box 638, Cashiers, NC 28717.

Leonard A. Ranch, 85, died
surrounded by friends and fam-
ily, on December 3, 2008, after
suffering a stroke last week.
“Len,” as he was affectionately
known, was born July 30, 1923
in Council Bluffs, Iowa. He re-
ceived a B.S. degree in Architec-
tural Engineering and an M.S.
degree in Architecture from
Iowa State University. While in
college, he enlisted in the Army

Air Corps on December 7,
1942 and received his pilot’s
wings on March 12, 1943. He
served a tour of duty in World
War II as a fighter pilot in En-
gland, France and Germany.

After the war, he complet-
ed college and worked with his
father in a design/building
company known as Ranch
Construction Company. He

Leonard A. Ranch •See OBITUARIES page 11

Leonard A. Ranch
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• LAUGHING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback is encouraged!
email:

askfredanything@aol.com

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

Think “Fressers” for Lunch & Dinner!

Music with Cy Timmons Fri.-Sat at 6 p.m.
 Open for lunch 11-3 Mon-Sat

Open for dinner Mon-Sat

Gourmet meals • Fabulous Desserts • Wine

Special EARLY menu 5-6:30 p.m.

Call for reservations • 526-4188

On Log Cabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 • 526-3380

Open for Dinner
5:30 until

(Closed Tuesdays)
Reservations appreciated

The Log Cabin Restaurant

“Fabulous Food in a Casual Atmosphere”

2 Entrances – Main Street and Oak • 787-2200

Make your reservations for your private
Christmas parties today!

Ristorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante Paoletti
Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Dinner Nightly from 5:30 Reservations: 526.4906

WILD THYME GOURMET
Cafe • Gourmet Retail • Fine Wines

Lunch & Dinner
Monday & Wednesday-Saturday

(Closed Tuesday and Sunday)
526-4035 • 490 Carolina Way • Highlands

Now ServingBeer!

474 Main Street • 526-3807 • Wine
Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

The Bistro – open at 4 p.m. – wine & small plates
Dinner – from 5:30 p.m
Reservations suggested

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER
Call for reservations

December
Open Thursday – Sunday

Dec. 12,13,14, 26,
27,28,29,30,31

January
Open Thursday - Sunday

through Jan. 18.
Closed Jan. 19 - March 18

Re-opening
Thursday March 19th

•••
CHEF WOLFGANG 

Former Executive Chef for The Brennan’s Family
of Commander’s Palace

•••

Open the first 3 weeks in January
Thursday-Sunday!

See you then!

Lunch Wed.-Sat. 11 a.m to 2:30
p.m.

Dinner Wed.-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.

108 Main Street • 526-2706

Closed
Christmas Day

By the time you finish
reading this, you’re
going to feel soooo

sorry for me ‘cause it’s not
easy being me.

I wasn’t born a
member of the Lucky
Sperm Club. Instead, I was
born at a very young age
and had it rough early in
life. I had only been
breathing about two
months when the stupid
Ohio River overflowed and
ran through my second
story nursery. I’m not
making this up! My
parents had to climb
through an upper window onto the roof in
the middle of the night to save
themselves…and me from a flash flood. Just
as the river was about to cover the roof, a
rowboat arrived but couldn’t take more
passengers. My Ma begged them to take me

so they did. Another
rowboat came later to save
my parents as water lapped
around their ankles.

When my Ma finally
got to the Baptist Hospital
in the Highlands’ portion of
Louisville, KY. she walked
into a room full of rescued
babies and stared at them.
In those days all babies wore
white dresses. (Don’t make
fun of me as I’m very
sensitive about this.) None
of the babies at the hospital
were wearing
identification. Mothers
would simply walk in and

pick out the baby they thought belonged to
them. Can you imagine? I could be Cassius
Clay’s kid…Nah!

By the time I was seven, my parents were
sure they had made a bad pick. I had already
flunked first grade and if Ritalin had been
invented, I would’ve had a permanent IV
stuck in my arm and a drug tank strapped to
my back. The school I attended invited my
parents to take me elsewhere. They punished
me by sending me to a scary place called
“Catholic School.”

As time passed, I began to look more and
more like my Pa and everyone began to relax
about the baby pick at the hospital…except
me. I wondered how two really nice, easy
going, docile, level headed people like my
parents could give birth to me.

My Ma was as docile as any human could
be. She was content to sit, crochet, and listen
to “The Romances of Helen Trent” on the
radio her whole life. My Pa, also docile,
burned most of his adrenaline in the
restaurant business. Neither of them were
risk takers.

In the interim, I was drag-racing my
Oldsmobile, picking fights with kids I
couldn’t beat up and trashing my lungs by
smoking skillions of cigarettes a day. Later, as
a cop, I shot it out with bad guys, rappelled
out of helicopters and worked undercover
assignments while my Ma crocheted away.
Hey, I’m going for a DNA check!

This is also not good. I’m always right on
everything. When I was a teenager, my parents
were never right on anything. Do you know
how hard it is to go through life always being
right? This is a big problem, not because I’m
always right, which I am, but I married a
woman who is also always right.

For the first 10 years of our marriage, the
li’l missus and I fussed over who was right.
Then for the next 10 years we decided to stop
fussing and debate intelligently over who was
right. In time it was hard to tell the fussing
from the debating. We needed another

It ain’t easy being me

•See WOOLDRIDGE page 8

Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner
Open Christmas Day

“Serving USDA prime steaks and seafood”
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Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

I guess there is nothing like fixing a
      stopped up toilet to make a new home
      owner feel  that a house is truly his own.
Bull started ski racing last winter and we stayed
in an assortment of dreary motels and run
down condos every weekend from December
until March. Why not, we thought, buy a place,
use it for a few years, and then sell it. Given the
depressed real estate market, we thought we
might even make a nickel on the deal. We
didn’t think about toilets.

Even when the inspector reported that the
toilet drained slowly, we didn’t think much
about it. We bought a tiny cottage in downtown
Banner Elk, North Carolina. Lizzie calls it the
flop house and I refer to it as a crash pad. Our
dream pad has a single bathroom which raises the stakes
when a toilet refuses to drain on Saturday evening. The
house had been occupied by a single mother who left her
small children unattended much of the time. Indelible
paint on the hard wood floors and crayon drawings on the
walls confirmed their artistic drive.

Given the evidence of juvenile mischief, I thought that
there was probably a toy wedged in the drain. I imagined
that woman’s young daughter had sent SCUBA Barbie to
explore and that poor Barbie had become disoriented, lost
her way, panicked among shreds of toilet paper and un-
speakable debris, and drowned in the drain pipe. Poor Bar-
bie.

I was certain that a plumber’s helper wouldn’t be of
much use, so I visited Lowe’s early Sunday morning. The
Lowe’s in Banner Elk must be the best store in America. I
had walked in the day before with a lengthy list of items to
set up our new home. An employee had greeted me at the
door and had escorted me throughout the store until I had
everything on my list. Unfortunately, a snake was not on
the list. When I returned on Sunday morning, I was not
surprised to be greeted by a friendly clerk. I whispered that
I needed a snake. He asked the problem. I wanted to tell

him about Barbie, but instead told him that
my toilet was plugged tighter than a bottle of
French champagne and that I suspected that a
previous resident’s child might have flushed a
toy. He nodded sympathetically and told me
that it wasn’t a snake, but a toilet augur, that I
needed. I’m still not sure that I know the dif-
ference, but I think a snake is longer, an ana-
conda to my black snake. He offered me two
choices, one for home use, the second a pro-
fessional model. I asked the difference and he
answered, “Twenty dollars.” He added that if I
planned to make a living in the toilet field, I
should by the professional model, but if I
planned a single rescue, the $7 version would
suffice. He seemed really disappointed when

I revealed that I had no desire to clear any one’s toilet but
my own, and that even that was not really a labor of love.
The guys at the Exxon were cordial enough, but were get-
ting tired of seeing us.

When I returned home I pushed up my sleeves, way
up, and threaded the augur, artfully if I do say so, into the
drain. I encountered resistance, but was able to push
through. After a few passes, the augur glided freely up and
down. Barbie wasn’t on the end of my augur, but I wish she
had been. I sterilized my hands and arms to the elbows. I
couldn’t bring myself to discard the augur, although that
had been my plan. I tuned on the water supply to the tank,
let it fill, and flushed. The bowl drained like a whirl pool.
I’m reluctant to admit it, but I felt a genuine sense of ac-
complishment. I uttered a loud, “Yes!” pumped my fist and
thought that home ownership was really fun. That was the
moment when Lizzie reminded me that I had to go to the
crawl space and put insulation on the pipes.

Last year, we stayed in dreary motels and run down
condos, and skied. This year we are living in our own little
cottage and doing dirty chores. I guess that’s an improve-
ment.

• FROM MY PERSPECTIVE •
By Mayor Don Mullen

At the Town Board meeting last week, we hired the
             first manager for the Town of Highlands. As every

one  knows by now the town has shifted its form of
government from a Mayor-Council to a Manager-Council
method of governing and managing. This move was not
taken lightly. The subcommittee of the Board of Hank Ross,
Amy Patterson and me took almost a year looking at all
aspects of this potential move, and after consultation with
the NC League of Municipalities and others, made the
decision and this decision was approved by the entire board
unanimously.

Over the past five months the board, with the help of
the Wilder consultant firm in Charlotte, has been through
75 applications for the job of town manager. We have tak-
en into consideration comments from the public in our
decision making process and required an extensive list of
specific questions to be completed by the top 10 candi-
dates who applied. Taking these questions and answers
into consideration along with the resume of each of the
candidates, we narrowed the list down to four people to
bring to Highlands for an interview which was conducted

by all members of the board with the assistance of Mr.
Wilder.

In all of this long process there was one candidate
who stood out over the bunch and we began an extensive
contract discussion with him and came to an agreement.
His name is James Fatland. Jim has had a lifetime of expe-
rience in local government work and is clearly qualified
to lead our town into the next phase of our development.

Currently Jim Fatland is the Financial and Adminis-
trative Director for the town of Monroe, NC, a town with
a population of 30,000. Prior to that assignment he was
the town manager for the town of Tryon, NC, for more
than five years. His references from that experience were
all highly positive. I discussed his employment there with
the mayor, the mayor pro temp, and the town attorney.
Each person said his work was outstanding and, if they
could, they would invite him back in a minute. In fact, he
brought Tryon from a very negative financial position to a
very positive one. Tryon is a typical western North Caroli-
na town which strong similarities to Highlands. Prior to
his managerial position in Tryon, Jim Fatland had been
Buncombe County metropolitan sewage district manager

for nine years.
Jim’s early work was in California where he held

major departmental leadership positions including the
positions of Mayor and councilman. He will be joining us
in January as we make this transition into a different way
of doing things. The Manager acts more like a CEO of the
town and his duties are actually determined by state law
whereas the administrative position currently held by Ri-
chard Betz is determined by local ordinance.

The manager has the responsibility of hiring and fir-
ing which was the responsibility of the Town Board under
the mayor-council form of government. The responsibil-
ities of the mayor remain the same in both systems of
government.

Let me just add that we have been very fortunate in
this town to have as our administrator Richard Betz. He
has been with the town for more than 25 years in various
positions and for many years has been our administrator.
He has performed his duties over and far beyond the call

Woes of a homeowner

•See MULLEN page 12
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• HIGHLANDS EATERIES •

Buck’s Coffee Cafe
Open 7 days a week

7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Coffee, tea, wine,
pastries, sandwiches

384 Main Street

SportsPage

Sandwich Shoppe

314 Main Street • 526-3555

Open Monday-Friday
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday – 11 to 4

Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Desserts • Loaded Baked Potatoes

30 Dillard Road, 526-1600

The Pizza
Place

Bring in this COUPON for a
10% discount Mon-Thurs.

NOW SERVING SOUP!

365 Main Street • 526-5660

Coupon
Good on

all orders.

Open 11-10
7 days a

week

461 Spring Street, Highlands, NC
(828) 526-2626 • FAX (828) 526-5196

Live Music
Thursday & Friday Night

7-10 p.m.!

Restaurant Hours:
11 a.m. til 9 p.m.

all week
Bar Hours:

11 a.m. til 9 p.m.
Sun.-Thurs &

11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.

The Pig’s New Menu!
6 New Beers on Tap!

“RUDE & SNOOTY’S”
aka DON LEON’S CAFÉ

Thursday—Sunday • 11 AM—3 PM
Call for Take-out!

Sandwiches • Soups
Salads • Veggie Plate
Wraps  •  Kid’s Menu

Weekday Special $6.95

Rooster’s Coffee House Cafe • “Lite Bites and Desserts”

2275 Cashiers Road (Next to HFCC) • Tel. & Fax: 526-0618

Come enjoy your favorite coffee, latte or cappaccino and
warm up by our cozy fireplace.

Featuring light breakfast and lunch and Wi-Fi and FAX service for
customers. Meeting rooms, card rooms and

room for group luncheons, too!

• REFLECTIONS FROM TURTLE POND •

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

Swirling around this
fall’s economic
maelstrom are dire

warnings of something
called “deflation.” This, the
economists warn us, is the
evil that stifled Japan for a
decade; this is the worst thing
that could befall our nation.
Prices would keep dropping,
and people would be reluc-
tant to buy things because
they would just wait for low-
er and lower prices. This is
what happened in the Great Depression.

I must be living in an alternate universe
or something, because I thought I already
lived in a world of deflation.

First of all, isn’t this the essence of
Moore’s Law regarding computers? Many
years ago Intel co-founder Gordon Moore
observed that the number of transistors that
can be placed on a circuit board doubles in
roughly two years. In other words, the per-
formance of a computer per unit cost — the
“bang per buck” — doubles every 24 months.
This is something we have all gotten used to
with all sorts of technological devices, from
DVD players to digital cameras to cellphones.

Just recently I replaced a 20-year-old sew-
ing machine; I remember I spent about $125
for it. This fall I bought a comparable one for
$99. After inflation that must be less than
half the price I paid 20 years ago.

Second, these economists must never
shop at Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart’s business mod-
el involves pushing down the price paid to
suppliers and the wages paid to employees in
order to deliver the absolute lowest prices
possible. For 20 years the Wal-Mart slogan
was “Always Lower Prices,” but last year they
changed it to “Save Money. Live Better.”

According to a 2007 USA Today article
on the slogan change, Wal-Mart said that “re-
search it commissioned from Global Insight
showed that as of 2006, the retailer saved U.S.
families $2,500 a year, up 7.3% from $2,329
in 2004. Global Insight said in its study that
the expansion of Wal-Mart from 1985 to 2006
lead to a 3% decline in overall consumer pric-
es for all items, as measured by the consumer
price index, which includes prices for goods
and services. The research firm said its up-
dated study concluded that the reduction in
price levels due to Wal-Mart’s presence trans-
lated into savings for consumers of $287 bil-
lion in 2006, which is $957 per person or
$2,500 per household.”

Most importantly though, it appears to
me that deflation is evil only when it applies
to the price of a finished product, or in other
words, when it cuts into profits. Deflation is
most definitely a good thing when it applies
to the price of labor or natural resources.

Globalization is all about finding the
cheapest labor on the planet, thereby putting

downward pressure on
worker pay all across the
globe.

It’s the same with the
Earth’s natural resources.
Unfettered capitalism burns
them up with complete dis-
regard to the health of the
planet, with no concern for
the future.

A few years ago I
watched a man single-hand-
edly build a bridge across
Turtle Pond Creek. By this I

mean I watched the progress of bridge con-
struction as I drove by on a regular basis. I
never saw anyone else there working besides
him, yet the bridge was finished with blind-
ing speed. I felt like I was witnessing some-
thing that is rare in our time: excellence in
physical labor. The reason it’s rare I think is
because our culture devalues physical labor.

One day coming home, seeing him
swing a huge mallet, I thought: “labor is the
working person’s capital.” Perhaps the flaw in
capitalism is creating a separation between
money — capital — and other forms of
wealth. A working person’s labor is their
wealth. The worker’s productive energy is his
or her capital. It is the same for the natural
resources of the earth. Water, minerals, fer-
tile soil, all are a form of capital.

Money = capital in abstract form
Resources = capital in material form
Labor = capital in human form
I’m reading a history of the great eco-

nomic thinkers of the last 250 years by Rob-
ert Heilbroner, The Worldly Philosophers: The
Lives, Times And Ideas Of The Great Economic
Thinkers. Heilbroner talks about three com-
ponents in the economic equation: capital,
labor, land. But he clearly differentiates be-
tween them. Capital is a category all to itself,
while labor and land, or what I’ve been call-
ing natural resources, are commodities to be
had as cheaply as possible.

Our current taxation policies clearly
show our preference for capital over labor.
Income from investments is taxed at lower
rates than income from labor. You may re-
member in 2003 President Bush tried to re-
duce the taxes on dividends to ZERO, and
had to “settle” for 15 percent.

What would an economic system look
like that treated these three forms of wealth
equally? That saw the wealth in labor, thus
treated workers with respect and care; made
sure they were healthy in body and mind,
well-educated and trained according to their
talents, and given stimulating work; that un-
derstood the wealth inherent in our natural
resources, thus used them carefully, sustain-
ably, and respectfully?

• All of Katie Brugger’s columns are avail-
able on her website:
www.kathleenbrugger.com

Deflation
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Make us your hometown stop for:

In Highlands Plaza
Come browse our SALE Tables!

Photo Christmas Cards • Custom Photo Calendars • Photo Restoration • Poster
Prints & Enlargements • Film Development & Digital prints

• Video Transfer to DVD (we do this in house)

Hours:
Mon-Wed & Fri. 9-5

Thurs, 9-7:30
Sat, 10-3

526-5208
• HIS & HERS •

Michelle Mead-Armor &
John Armor

michiemead@aol.com
John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

It’s early December,
one of my favorite
times of the year.

Sandwiched between
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, I’m still on a pump-
kin high while dreaming
of upcoming sugarplums.
What’s not to like?

I watched the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade
and the lighting of the
Rockefeller Center
Christmas Tree with a
certain amount of nostal-
gia. My years in New
York City were some of the happiest and
most exciting of my life. There is nothing
like a big city during the holidays. Just
walking down the streets is a treat – the an-
imated windows of the big department
stores, the sight of people bustling along
with their arms full of brightly decorated
packages, the supermarkets and specialty
food stores displaying mouth-watering deli-
cacies, the restaurants tempting passersby
with their sumptuous holiday menus (my
favorite French restaurant recently featured
a fabulous prix fixe Thanksgiving meal for
$37!) – all these are part of what the holi-
days were for me. After my father died, Ma-
man used to come up to stay for the holi-
days, and that was a marvelous treat for
both of us. Not much of a shopper myself,
it was impossible not to get swept up with
the excitement of Maman’s shopping expe-
ditions. It was also a nice chance to show
off my insider knowledge of New York.
Aside from the shopping, three things were
a must-see at holiday time.

In spite of the crushing crowds, a visit
to St. Patrick’s Cathedral at Christmastime
is a must. The entire church is ablaze with
hundreds of red poinsettias. Combined
with all of the votive candles, they lend an
air of enchantment to this lovely place. It’s
touching to see people from every walk of
life, heads bent, sending prayers heaven-
ward. It’s less touching to see noisy tourists,
pushing and shoving, as if they were in line
for a big Mac, not in a place of worship.
And while it’s easy to be lost in contempla-
tion, it’s never a good idea to forget that
crushing crowds are a favorite hunting
ground for pickpockets, who come to St.
Patrick’s to prey, not to pray.

I’ve never been insane enough to try to
attend the lighting of the big Christmas tree
at Rockefeller Center, but it certainly hasn’t
kept me from checking out the tree after it’s
already up and lit. Maman and I would go
every year – most of the time with a small
camera. There would always be some help-
ful soul, ready to help out by taking a few
photos of my mother and me. Watch out
who you hand your favorite camera to,

though. Every year, hap-
less tourists have their
cameras snatched by
clever thieves who are
just waiting for the suck-
ers who are born every
minute. Better to entrust
your camera to parents
with their families than
a single man, for exam-
ple, for that special snap-
shot. I don’t mean to
scare people about visit-
ing New York, but they
don’t call it “street
smarts” for nothing.

Never forget that there are people out there
whose job it is to rip off the unwary. It al-
ways amazes me to see tourists with bulg-
ing wallets in their back pockets, flashing
their cash and credit cards, or women with
obvious expensive jewelry and handbags
with flimsy clasps.

My last holiday favorite is the New
Year’s Eve Concert at St. Bartholomew’s
Church, that marvelous New York City
landmark, and a prime example of Byzan-
tine ecclesiastical architecture. Somehow
the talented musicians at St. Bart’s always
manage to make the Brandenburg Concerti
thrilling. If you manage to get concert tick-
ets to this marvelous concert, just a word to
the wise – bring a cushion with you. I real-
ize that the mortification of the flesh still
has its place in some people’s religious ex-
perience, but if you want to enjoy a long
concert in a church pew, there’s a limit to
how mortified you may want your flesh to
be.

But Christmas isn’t all big cities, with
lots of glitz and glamour. Christmas in
Highlands has its own special charm. First
of all, the downtown area is delightfully

•See HIS & HERS page 10

Hunkering down



(828) 526-4192
454 Dillard Road • Highway 106

NC LMBT #1429

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. • Monday by appt.

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials,
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

828-526-8832

YONKA PARIS & JURLIQUE FACIALS
MICRODERMABRASION • CUSTOM PEELS

MASSAGE • REIKI • HEALING TOUCH
WAXING • TWEEZING • EAR-CANDLING

Images Unlimited
Salon

Hair care & nail care

225 Spring Street • Highlands
828-526-9477

NCLMBT

Open Mon-Sat• Monday by appt.

Hours: Tues.-Fri.• 9-5
Sat. • 9-2

549 Main Street – Upper Level
“Falls on Main”

(828) 526-3939

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

• CONSERVATIVE POV •
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• SALONS & SPAS •

Signature Hair Designs for  Men &  Women

Barbara & Van • 526-0349 • Open  Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

... WOOLDRIDGE continued from page 4
solution.

During our third decade together, we
debated over a system that would work for
two people who are always right. After a
zillion words back and forth, we finally came
up with a working formula. Here’s how it
works.

I make a statement of truth on a topic.
The li’l missus informs me I’m wrong, which,
of course, I’m not. She makes a statement of
what she thinks is the truth on the topic,
which of course, is wrong. I cross my fingers
behind my back and say, “You’re right, I’m
wrong, I’m sorry for being wrong all the time.

Please forgive me.” She says OK and life is
good.

Remember everyone, happy wife, happy
life! It’s so wonderful knowing I’m still always
right and she isn’t. Peace reigns.

Finally, if you’re reading this newspaper
and you’re very, very rich and very, very old
and enjoy taking very, very big risks and were
near the Ohio River back when it flooded
and you handed your baby to strangers and
were never sure you picked the right kid, then
call me. On the other hand, if you’re not rich,
don’t bother.

Humpty Dumpty sat on a
wall. Humpty Dumpty
had a great fall. All the

king’s horses and all the king’s
men, couldn’t put Humpty together
again.

When whoever wrote the
nursery rhyme wrote it, the fact
that the Humpster  was an egg was
not mentioned, but he is usually
thought of as an egg. Well, that
makes sense since everyone knows
that you can’t unscramble an egg.

When our financial condition
started unraveling for real, and the
“king’s” men started trying to fix it, it soon
became apparent that puttin’ this thing back
together wasn’t going to be a walk in the park.
I’ve really tried to keep up with it, but things
are moving so fast, I decided I needed to try
and start at the beginning and walk my way
to the present. I figure if I’m going to do it, I
might as well bore you to tears as well. I do
not attest to the absolute accuracy of every-
thing that follows, but I’ll do the best I can.
I’ve referred to some of this stuff in previous
columns so forgive a little repetition.

Several administrations ago, during the
Carter years, the government decided that
homeownership had been the province of
the middle-class and above long enough. Leg-
islation was passed that prevented mortgage
lenders to be selective in whom they offered
financing, and they couldn’t blacklist (or red-
line) areas to which loans were made avail-
able. This was the start of the slide down the
slippery slope.

I guess the subject cooled off for several
years until the Clinton administration de-
cided some additional emphasis needed to
be added. Legislation that encouraged a re-
laxation in underwriting standards was
pushed and passed. Loans were made to mar-
ginal borrowers and, while homeownership
broadened, impending doom crept closer.

I remember the time when the bank with
which I did business advised those who ob-
tained loans from the bank that their mort-
gage was no longer going to be serviced local-
ly but had been sold to someone up the line,
who, in turn bundled up a bunch of mortgag-
es and sold them as a security. Where you
used to go to the bank and discuss your mort-
gage, its identity had been lost in the inter-
vening transactions.

The Bush administration came on the
scene declaring the “ownership society” had
arrived and the pressure to make more and
more risky loans was felt throughout the
market place. Let’s face it, when you saw loans
being offered at 125% of equity, or with no
proof of income required, unless you were
brain dead, you knew that disaster was not
far behind.

Your mortgage may well have ended up
in a collateralized debt obligation (CDO),
which may have been bought by one of Bear

Inquiring minds want to know
Strearns’ hedge funds. Unfortu-
nately, some of those “sub-
prime” mortgages were includ-
ed in the bundle that made the
value of the securities owned by
the hedge funds worth less than
the stated value. They were forced
to “mark them to the market,”
which was impossible to deter-
mine, which then cast concern
over the real value of the trillions
of dollars of these “toxic” securi-
ties owned around the world.

Banks lending to one anoth-
er is an integral part of our finan-

cial process. Now, when bank B requests an
overnight loan from bank A, A has no idea of
the ability of B to repay the loan because B
has no idea what their portfolio of asset
(mortgage) backed securities is really worth,
therefore, no deal. The ability to borrow is
essential to business, large and small. When
things get tight, and lending institutions start
scrutinizing potential borrowers, things get
very tight.

When the economic bubble bursts, the
cycle starts. Massive firings and layoffs, such
as have occurred in the construction and fi-
nancial industries, start to diminish the pub-
lic’s buying power. Lack of credit prevents
many from buying new cars, and that, in
turn, puts pressure on the car companies to
close plants, which puts many local dealer-
ships out of business, all of which adds to
unemployment. Soon, all areas of retail, ex-
cept for groceries, are affected; stores close,
more people are out of work.

What beaks this vicious cycle? Here is
where political philosophies are at odds.

Conservatives will say that reducing tax-
es is what’s needed. Small businessmen will
have incentives to expand their businesses,
hire more employees, and create more tax
revenue for the government. Every govern-
ment in the industrialized world, except for
Japan, which has been stuck in neutral for
years, has a lower business tax rate than ours,
and have prospered as a result (up until the
current disaster).

Liberals say that raising taxes to pay for
huge public works projects is the answer (Isn’t
government always the answer?). This was
the route taken in the 1930s (WPA) to no
avail. It was a New Deal all right, but it was a
bad deal. It took World War II to put an end to
that debacle.

How will the new administration deal
with the severe economic conditions they
will inherit? The financial team Obama has
assembled is accepted as competent by most
observers. If the Pres-elect doesn’t revert to
the Wilson-Roosevelt solution to the prob-
lem in his quest for “change, we may be able
to work our way out of the serious recession
we’re in, in time. If he caves to the radical
left, we’re toast.
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Fall Open House
Lindal Model Home
Friday, October 17

10am-4pm

• PLACES OF WORSHIP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

First Saturday: Singing at 7:30 p.m.
CHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEY

Sky Valley, Georgia
The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor

Church: 706-746-2999
Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAYCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAYCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAYCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAYCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY
SAINTSSAINTSSAINTSSAINTSSAINTS

NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Office – 526-2320

Sunday: Holy Communion -- 11 a.m.
(Highlands Community Center on. U.S. 64 next to

the ballfield in Highlands
Monday: Evening Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.

at First Baptist Church
Pot Luck Lunch last Sunday of each month.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Prayer – 6:30 p.m.

Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 10:45 Worship;
6:30 p.m. High School Group

Wednesdays: Dinner 5 p.m.-6 p.m.; 6 p.m. programs
for all students; 6:15 p.m., Adult Bible Study

Thursdays: Women’s Bible Study 10 a.m.
EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

The Rev. Brian Sullivan –  Rector: 526-2968
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.

Monday: 4 p.m. Women’s Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Men’s Cursillo Group

4:30 P.M. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 P.M. Choir Practice

Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Daughters of the King

• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.;  6: p.m.

(nursery provided)
Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner  5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;

Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School – 9:30

a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15
Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6

p.m.; Prayer – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 10:55 a.m.; Sun.School – 9:30 &

9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion &

Breakfast
Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers

Choir – 7
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD

Sixth Street
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy
526-3376

Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.;
5 p.m. Youth Group

Wed: Supper; 6; 6:15 – children, youth, & adults
studies; 6:15 – Adult choir

 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Family Christmas Eve Candle Light Service
Music begins at 3:30 PM, Service begins at 4 PM

Lessons and Carols
Sunday , Dec 28, Service at 10:30 AM

Sundays: Sunday School 9:30 a.m; Adult discussion
group 9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion – 10:30

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Matt Shuler, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAIN CAAIN CAAIN CAAIN CAAIN CATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH

Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor
Parish office, 526-2418
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.;
Evening Worship – 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
 For more information call 526-3212.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
828-369-3633

Lay Led Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Sundays: Worship – 11 a.m.

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

... FORUM from page 2
to infiltrate into the state. America is the first country to be
founded in a Christian based representative government.

Has God blessed our government? I think back on what
this country has done, and I can see no other way to look at it.
We have gone from riding horses from town to town to
walking on the moon all in about 200 years. The poor in this
country are better off than people that are considered wealthy
in other countries. Our lives are easier than at any point in
history. All this came from God’s blessing and continues to
come from that blessing. Technology in and of itself is not
evil! It is a blessing from God including movies, television
and video games.

Satan does not create. He destroys. Nothing that can
improve our way of life came from Satan. Satan and evil
men have used many of these blessings for evil. Just because
a sword is used for evil does not mean it cannot be used by
another hand for good. Any good thing can be perverted —
from toys to governments.

The question is when do we give up on something that is
being used for evil? Take the baseball bat for instance. It could
be used to hurt people, or it could be used to play a game.
When do we stop using the bat? Is it when more people are
using it for evil than for good? When polls say that 51 percent
of people use the bat for evil, should we just burn all the
bats? The government is still fulfilling what God called it to
do — to provide stability so the Word of God can be spread
through his church. It is true our government has grown
larger and is doing more than it was ever supposed to do. It
has even allowed sinful practices, such as abortion, to
continue. When does the one outweigh the other?

In our country there is more to it than that. Our
government is representative of the people. If the people have
morals, so will the government. Christians are meant to be
salt and light in the world. This light is not only a guide to
Christians but also a guide in the lives of non-Christians.
Have you ever been in a huge crowd when it starts moving?
You have to move with the crowd. As long as the people
leading the crowd keep moving in that direction, anyone in
the crowd will have a hard time taking any other path. That
is what the church did for this country. It guided the lives of
the people in the church and they lived out their lives around
all the other people of the country. Those that had no
direction either followed or were afraid to be immoral. As
the churches stopped teaching and started entertaining,
people lost direction and found other paths to take. 

This loss of direction in the church is the reason that the
country is in the place it is today. We should be working to
change the church so that it can be a light on a hill again.
Some churches are only worried about numbers and making
people feel better about themselves. Other churches are well-
founded in the Word of God, but they’ve boarded up the
windows so to speak. They have made themselves as much
of a closed community as they can so they don’t have to deal
with the world. These churches are not helping this country.
The church and her people have to be salt and light to the
people around them. It is good to vote and run for office and
for her people to be a part of this government. 

Again, when do we abandon this government? Has God
abandoned this government? When I see the blessings that
surround me, I cannot believe that God has given up on
America. At some point, we will have to pay for the sins that
we commit as a nation. When that time is, only God knows.

In the meantime, we need to be salt and light and pray
that God will bring our country back to himself. I pray that
when that time comes, he will use it to save America, not
destroy it. 

• Nathan is the son of Pastor Sam Forrester of Whiteside
Presbyterian Church in Cashiers who contributes to
Highlands’ Newspaper’s Spiritually Speaking column.
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The

Summer
houSe

Antiques ~ Accessories ~
Gifts ~ Upholstery ~

Large Selection of Bedding

Home of

Tiger mounTain
WoodWorkS

Custom Handcrafted Furniture

The PanTry
Decorative Accessories for Kitchens

and Keeping Rooms

Open Year Round
828-526-5577

2089 Dillard Road Highlands, NC
(2 miles from Main Street)

www.summerhousehighlands.com

PaTio & Porch

Visit Our Sale Room
for

Irresistible Savings!

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street   Highlands, NC    828-526-5226

• Gift Cards
• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings

Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Monday-Saturdays
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• 400-800
thread count
sheet sets
• Down
alternative
comforters
• Pillows and
MORE!!

Next to Farmers Market  on the Main Street side
526-4905

Three local teenagers, Jessica Bryant,
Katie Ann Green, and Chloe Blanchon, stu-
dents at Rabun Gap Nacooche School, re-
cently participated in play which won first
place in the State of Georgia’s annual one-act
play contest. To compete at the state level, a
play had to win first in its own area, then win
at the regional level, which encompassed all
schools of North Georgia south to the Atlan-
ta and then compete in the statewide con-
test.

In spite of stiff competition at the re-
gional contest in Gainesville GA, Rabun Gap’s
play “Lebensraum,” won first place, with
Cashiers’ Jessica Bryant winning the Best
Actress award. Local audiences will remem-
ber Jessica’s performances for the Highlands-
Cashiers Players as the young mother in
“Raindrop Waltz” and as Philia in A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum
this past August. Cheering her on in Gaines-

Area teens perform in winning play

Pictured as some of the cast members of the Rabun Gap Nacoochee School’s play
that won first place in the recent statewide high school play contest. Front row
from left are Jessica Bryant, Courtney Richmond, Ann Karlyn Babb. From left second
roware Sarabeth Loomis, Katie Green, Matthew Banther. Third row: Devin Bolton,
Craig Anderson Joe Lieu, and director Larry Smith peeking out from behind.

ville were HCP board members: president
Ronnie Spilton, Dean Zuch, and Virginia
Talbot with Mindy Green also on hand to
support the cast and her own daughter Katie
Ann.

Each one-act play or excerpt from a long-
er play had to be no more that 55 minutes in
length from the time the actors moved their
scenery and props onto a bare stage and after-
wards removed them from that stage. The
play chosen for the RGNS students was an
excerpt from the full length play, “Leben-
sraum,” a futuristic drama in which the pres-
ident of Germany, to atone for the Holocaust,
invites six million Jews to return to Germa-
ny where they will be welcomed and given
well-paying jobs. With the student cast mem-
bers playing multiple roles, the reaction of
both Jews and Germans to this extraordinary
situation is explored in this engaging and
powerful drama.

decorated. Every year, it’s a treat to see just
how nicely the town puts on its holiday
face. The annual Christmas parade is a pure
delight, and made even better by the fact
that we actually know many of the people
marching in it! It’s a small thing, perhaps,

but one of the things I love is seeing cars
with Christmas trees strapped to the roofs. I
get a kick out of the multiple trees, too, and
wonder which tree folks put their presents
under when they have more than one tree.
I have never seen more beautiful Christmas
trees than the ones grown locally.

Some people are fans of lots of pre-
sents. I’m one of those “less is more” girls. I
like to get one special present from my hus-
band and family, rather than a whole
bunch of loot. And what pleases me more
than anything else is getting a present that
says “I listened to you and got you some-
thing that you really want/need” rather
than “I spent a lot of money and got you
something that I think you should want.”
Perhaps it’s getting older, or maybe seeing
first hand the chaos of combining two
households into one. There just isn’t a
whole bunch of stuff that I need, or have

room for. If anything else, I’m unloading
things, not accumulating new stuff.

Which brings me to my latest project –
I’m seriously getting rid of clothing and
household goods that we don’t need any-
more. Not only do we not have room for
many of these things, hard economic times
mean that these unused or unwanted items
could make a huge difference in the lives of
other people. I’m going through my cup-
boards, and donating food to the local food
bank. And since we sometimes have out-
dated food in our kitchen, I’ve put out sesa-
me seeds and pine nuts for the birds, who
are enjoying this unexpected treat.

Clothing in very good condition is go-
ing to a consignment store. You’d be sur-
prised what beautiful things they have!
What I can’t sell is going to local charities,
who are delighted to receive clean clothing
in good condition. Other personal items

are getting a serious looking over, too, espe-
cially my huge library. There’s something
very liberating about decluttering your liv-
ing space, which helps to declutter your
mind.

I’m not a Pollyanna, but the holidays
are a great time to see what you can give,
not just what you can get. Still, I’m keeping
my eyes out for the Cheesecake Fairy. I hear
she delivers.

• About the Author: Michelle A. Mead-
Armor is a writer and translator who grew
up in Waynesboro, Virginia, before wasting
her youth and good looks in Baltimore,
Sydney, Paris, and New York. She and her
husband live on top of a mountain on the
Continental divide near Highlands. They
are members of the Highlands Writers
Group. Michelle suggests the cheesecake
from Juniors. They have a website and de-
liver.

... HIS & HERS continued from page 7



• ART GALLERIES •

Mill Creek Gallery &
Framing

Located in Highlands Village
Square • Oak Street at 5th

(behind Wolfgang’s)

Custom Picture Framing
(including laminating service)

Open Saturdays
(828) 787-2021 cypicturelady@aol.com

Art and crafts by local artisans

Bryant Art Glass

Open Monday-Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

New location at
216 S. 4th St. Highlands

526-4095

Fun & Functional Arts & Crafts

1990 Dillard Road 
(Hwy 106)
Highlands, NC

828.526.3900

Open Mon-Sat
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Sun. 1-4 p.m.
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SPECIALTY FOODS

Highlands’ premier
gift basket company

gourmet foods – coffees & teas
fresh-baked pastries – gifts

entertainware

294 S. 4th Street • “on the hill” • 526-5026

b
basketcase

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

“A Grocery & MORE!”

Hours
Mon..-Sat, 8-5:30

493 Dillard Rd. •526-2762

All Year long!
It’s Dusty’s....

Let our “Heat & Serve” items
make your life easier.

Pick up your goodies now!

Pre-order your Free-
range, Natural, or

Organic turkey from
Whole Life Market
this Holiday season

and ensure your
family a healthy

wholesome taste at
the dinner table.

Got a house or land to sell?
Sell it in Highlands’ Newspaper.

$5 a week for 20 words, or
$29 a week for picture ad.

Call 526-0782 or
email: highlandseditor@aol.com

... OBITUARIES
continued from page 3
also owned a lumberyard in Council Bluffs
known as “Lumber Village.” In 1950, he mar-
ried Marjorie Wallace Ranch, mother of both
his children.

In 1952, he volunteered in the U.S. Air
Force to serve in Korea. Captain Ranch was
the flight leader and operations officer of the
12th Squadron. He flew missions until he was
shot down while flying a mission in his P-51
“Mustang.” After being rescued near enemy
lines, he was returned to the United States.

After retiring from the contracting busi-
ness, Len taught construction engineering at
Iowa State University, and then worked in
Minneapolis for M.A. Mortenson Company.
He retired to Anderson, S.C., and taught con-
struction management at Clemson Univer-
sity. His latest career was that of Construc-
tion Consulting Services where he provided
owner’s representative services for both resi-
dential and commercial work.

Len will be remembered by all as an
energetic and happy man who loved life and
loved people. He will be missed by all.

He is survived by his son and daughter-
in-law, Timothy W. and Cathey Ranch of
Navarre, FL, and his daughter and son-in-
law, Kimberly R. and William H. Coward of
Cashiers, NC, plus two grandchildren, Aus-
tin Milas Coward and Claire Marie Coward.

In recognition of the loving care he re-
ceived at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital,
the family would like to donate all poinsetti-
as received to that hospital or to the church
as appropriate.

On the streets and on the
web we’ve got it all

covered: News, Events,
Sales and more.

Call 526-0782 or email:
highlandseditor@aol.com

to advertise
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828-743-5451 Village Square in Sapphire

HomePlace Blinds & Design Of Sapphire Valley
Custom Window Coverings – Heritance® hardwood shutters
 Duette® honeycomb shades, Country Woods® Collection™

Custom Closet Systems, Unique Home Accessories

• OUTDOOR - INDOOR REMODEL-RENEW •

American Upholstery
We Repair Furniture from frame
Residential or Commercial • 37 Years Experience

Free Estimates • Free Pick-up and Delivery
Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
102 S. College Street • (864) 638-9661

P.O. Box 593
Walhalla, SC 29691

WILHITES of Walhalla
Drapery, Upholstery, Fashion & Quilting Fabric

Waverly • Braemore • P Kaufman
Swavelle • Richloom • Barrow

Open Mon.-Fri. • 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. • 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

851 Highlands Highway, Walhalla, SC
864-638-8498 or toll-free: 800-444-5743

Re-roofs • Repairs • New Construction
Chimney Caps • Custom Copper Work

Inspections • Complete Sheet Metal Services

References available on request
706-782-7302 or 888-711-6412

RabRabRabRabRabun County Roofun County Roofun County Roofun County Roofun County Roofinginginginging

Previous Member of Contractors Licensing & Regulatory Board
in Florida • State Certified FL Contractor for 17 years

American owned
& operated

& Sheet Metal, Inc.

Residential and CommercialSALE!
35% to 70% off
ENTIRE STOCK

John Schiffli Real Estate
361 Main Street • P.O. Box 725 • Highlands, NC

(800) 526-5750 • (828) 526-5750
info@johnschiffli.com

View all of our listings at www.JohnSchiffli.com

News, events, sales and specials....we’ve got it covered on the
street and on the web at www.highlandsinfo.com

355 Main Street
in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

Hard Tail • Junk Food
Citzens of Humanity

BCBG • Tulle • Project E
Free People • Joe’s Jeans

Michael Star Tees

Now Open for
our 22nd Season!

Featuring our
same great lines

Come
bundle
up with

us!
COATSALE
in progress!

Highlands School Varsity Cheerleaders from left are Katie Durham, Kaitlin
Lewis, Carolyn Hornsby, Bevan Schiffli (in back), Shelby Johnson, Stephanie
Puchacz, Marisol Ruiz, LaDonna Rodriguez

Varsity Cheerleading strike playful pose

... MULLEN continued from page 5
of duty. There is no one who has served
the town of Highlands any better or with
more proficiency than Richard, and it has
been my great honor and pleasure to have
worked closely with him for the past three
years. The board has great respect for Ri-
chard Betz and wishes him the best in his
change of activities. He will be around for
two months working with Jim Fatland to
ensure a smooth transition. Both Richard
and his wife Martha will be working in
the real estate business, and we all wish
him the very best.

One last comment. I am very con-
cerned about the reported reduction of the

efforts of the NC Department of Transpor-
tation to clear the state roads of snow and
ice inside and outside the town limits of
Highlands. I will be talking with them about
that. In our areas of steep hills, deep valleys
and black ice it is particularly necessary
that the clearing of the roads be done with
proficiency, more so than in any other part
of the state. The duty of the state is to clear
in this matter, and we expect them to re-
spond to that duty. Lives depend on it in
our type terrain. If we do not take care of
the roads in inclement weather, lives can
be lost.
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Highlands turns out
for annual

Christmas Parade
Photos by Jim Lewicki
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Phone: 8 2 8 .7 4 3 . 6 0 1 0
Cell: 828.269.9046 randsoellner@earthlink.net  NC Lic.9266 FL Lic.AR9264

RANDRANDRANDRANDRAND
SOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNER
ARCHITECT

website: randarch.com

Mountain Architecture & Interiors

• BUILDERS & ARCHITECTS •

From Country Clubs to
Mountainside Lots,

We Can Help Turn Your Highlands
Dream Into a New Home Reality

828-526-2240
Toll Free: 888-303-2240

www.cimbuild.com

BRIGHTWATER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom FCustom FCustom FCustom FCustom Fine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Renovationsenovationsenovationsenovationsenovations
in the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communities

NC UNLIMITED LICENSE

Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350
or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:     wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com

Jim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim Neil
828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645

Mason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason Neil
828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807

Summit Design Group

828-482-0110
Highlands, NC

Design/Build Specialists

Call today for information.

Highlands – 828-526-2412
Lake Toxaway – 828-883-8004

or visit our website at:
www.schmittbuilders.com

“Building Dreams
since 1965 and now

building green!”

• TO YOUR HEALTH •

By Betty Holt
The holidays are upon us again. For

some people it’s “Ho, ho, ho,” while for
others, it’s “How low can I go?” The truth
is, the holidays are a mixed bag of delight-
ful pleasures and unrelenting stress. Ac-
cording to the Holmes-Rahe scale of Social
Readjustment, a measure of how life
events create the kinds of stresses leading
to illness, Christmas weighs in at a whop-
ping 12 points.

Why would such a supposed happy
time create so much tension and strain? A
lot of it centers around expectations. Peo-
ple somehow imagine that theirs may be
the only dysfunctional family in America
which doesn’t get along perfectly while ev-
eryone else is having a fantastic time. Lofty
images of tension-free Christmases por-
trayed on television and in ads only add to
the pressure. The truth is those idealized
holiday scenes are few and far between.
The holidays only serve to magnify already
existing problems between people.

For those recently bereaved, divorced,
or in some other way separated from those
they love, the holidays can be especially
challenging as they find themselves alone
to confront a world focused on glitter and
gaiety they don’t feel like participating in.

The holidays create stress by all the ex-
tra time and work they require. Shopping,
wrapping, sending cards, mailing presents,
baking goodies, preparing holiday dinners,
hosting the family, decorating, attending
Christmas events, being involved in
church functions, travel — can all bring
joy, but add hours and hours and busyness
to already overloaded schedules.

This year, in particular, with a down
economy, the financial stresses of Christ-
mas are huge. Many parents won’t be able
to meet their children’s expectations of
toys and gifts they request. Families across
the nation will be tightening their belts on
spending this holiday season, making the
outlook bleak for retailers and bleaker still
for the job market.

But perhaps this cloud does have a sil-
ver lining. Few would argue that we’ve
gone overboard with the commercialism
of Christmas and gotten away from its true
spirit. We’ve learned to express our giving
through buying only, when there are many
other avenues to say we care. Perhaps we
will have to become more creative in the
ways we honor others this holiday season.
Here are some ideas:

(1) The coupon book. Giving a gift
of your time that can’t be bought, such as
an hour’s massage or cleaning someone’s
house, raking their yard, or babysitting so
they can have a night off, can be very
much appreciated.

(2)  Making gifts. Whether it is a col-
orful card, some delicious jam or jelly, a

Holiday Stress
wonderful letter of appreciation telling
them how much they mean to you, or a
carefully picked handful of Galax leaves, it
goes without saying that these gifts are
meaningful to people because they require
effort and come from the heart.

(3) Donating to a special cause. If
you’re beyond the gift-giving stage and want
to help out one of the many organizations
suffering from lack of funds right now,
make a donation in someone’s honor.

(4) Share what you do have. While
we may all be feeling the pinch, everyone
knows of someone less fortunate than they
are. Share what you have with someone
who has less. Donate clothing or household
items to your local emergency council. Vol-
unteer to work at a soup kitchen. Drop a
dollar into the Salvation Army bucket.

(5) Get the holidays right for you.
Choose to do what’s important, what really
feeds your soul, and let the rest go. You may
disappoint some people, but they’ll survive.
If you start to feel overwhelmed, stop, sit
down and take a few deep breaths. Try to
keep things in perspective. It’s only the holi-
days. They will pass. Be grateful for the good
in your life.

• A Realtor as well as a licensed profes-
sional counselor in part-time private practice,
Betty enjoys writing about mental health top-
ics.

Christmas is fast approaching, so that
means Highlands Christmas Dinner is on its
way, too. The dinner that started in 2001 will
feature a traditional Christmas meal complete
with all the trimmings.

The meal is at Fressers Eatery in Helen’s
Barn 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and cooking will be
done by some of Highlands’ best chefs,
including Marty Rosenfield of Lakeside
Restaurant and Debbie Grossman of Fressers
Eatery. Desserts will be provided by Jan Zehr
of Blackberry Hill Bakery/Deli.

For the last several years, the dinner has
been held to offer Highlanders and visitors a
great meal on Christmas day, while raising
money for local nonprofit organizations. This
year, all proceeds raised will go to The
International Friendship Center and Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Highlands.

Adult meals are $35 and children are $25.
Reservations must be made in advance. Please
call 526-8867 and leave a message,.

Highlands Annual
Christmas Day

Dinner
at Fressers in
Helen’s Barn
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Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival
Presents:

“Father Christmas’ Favorite Chamber Music”
Featuring: Beethoven to Bernstein

Karen Bentley Pollick, violin; David Hancock, cello;
William Ransom, piano; Richard Prior, Narrator

There will be a special appearance by Father Christmas!

Saturday, December 20th, 5 PM
Performing Arts Center -- 507 Chestnut St.-Highlands, NC

All Proceeds to the Highlands Emergency Council
Sponsored, in part, by the Highlands Rotary Club
Refreshments donated by Bryson’s and Mt. Fresh

Special Benefit Concert for the Highlands Emergency Council!

Kid’s

FREE!
Adults$20

News, events, sales, specials...we’ve got
it all cover on the street and on the web

at www.highlandsinfo.com

... COUNTY continued from page 1
ed the change. He said county employees are
often needed at meetings and it will be easier
for them to attend during the day rather than
at night. In addition, he said the county’s eld-
erly population may find attending afternoon
meetings easier than attending night meet-
ings.

Commissioners Bob Simpson, Brian
McClellan and Jim Davis, weren’t too happy
with the 2 p.m. scenario, as that time cuts
into their work days, but in the end they
agreed to try it for the first quarter of 2009
with the understanding that the time may
change.

McClellan suggested moving it to 4 p.m.
at Daylight Savings Time. Beale said they
would see how it went.

• The nation’s economic downturn rip-
pling through Macon County coupled with
an early winter spurred county officials to
offer citizens a telephone hotline for help.

“There are people in Macon County who
can’t pay their light bills who have never been
in this economic situation before and they
don’t know where to turn for help,” said
Beale. County Manager Jack Horton said peo-
ple don’t have to be in the social services sys-
tem to get services. “It’s simply a one-stop
phone for directions as to available resourc-
es,’ he said. “This is going to be a rough win-
ter and people will be depending on these
resources.”

Anyone can call regardless of economic

standing to learn how to navigate through
the system and get help. Beale stressed that a
“live” person would be on the other end of
the phone not an automated service.

The Macon County Citizen Help Line
number is 828-349-2128.

• Horton announced that the transfer
station on Rich Gap Road in Highlands is
almost ready and in the near future a ribbon
cutting ceremony would take place.

Chris Stahl, solid waste manager, said
there are a few odds and ends left to do but it
should be open sometime next week. At that
time, construction and debris (C&D) will
again be accepted at the site only instead of
driving out to the dump area people will drive
into the new building and dump their cargo
on to a concrete pad.

“They will weigh in and out and never
get off the pavement,” said Stahl.

Though residents depositing C&D and
municipal solid waste (MSW) will only be
charged the normal tipping fee based on
weight, commercial entities will be charged
the tipping fee and a $8.25 per ton hauling
fee to transport the waste to the Franklin
landfill.

“That’s the flat cost to us to have it hauled
down the mountain,” said Stahl.

Cash or a local check are accepted at the
transfer station if people don’t have a landfill
account.

– Kim Lewicki



at 526-1402 or Florence Flanagan at 743-2567.
Mon. & Wed.
• Pilates Classes Level 1 of Jane Woodruff at the

hospital at 4 p.m. $10 per class. Call 526-5852.
• Middle School students After School Program

from 3-5 p.m. at the Rec Park. For more information
please call 828.526.3556.

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec

Park, 8-9 a.m. $10 per class or $50 a month.
Wed., & Fri.
• Open AA meeting noon at the Episcopal Church

at Fifth and Main streets.
Tuesdays beginning Jan. 6
• Beginner Yoga Therapeutics Course 9 to 10:15

am. To register call Ashby, 526-8880.
Tues. & Thurs.
• Dance Aerobics with Susan, 8:30 a.m. at the

Rec Park.
First Mondays
• Participate in your hospital by joining the Auxil-

iary of the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Auxiliary
meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 10
a.m. at the hospital.

Mondays
• Open AA meeting, 8 p.m. at the Episcopal

Church at Fifth and Main streets.
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec Park. $3

per person.
Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the

Highlands Conference Center.
• Weight Watchers meets at the Highlands Civic

Center. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting starts at 6
p.m.

Wednesdays
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526-3901
800-526-3902

210 N. 5th Street • in Village Square

Control, everyone needs at least 30 minutes of mod-
erate physical activity on most days to stay healthy. As
a part of the Walk to Bethlehem program, the public
health center provided a pre-event health screening
to the churches.

• Collections for men and women overseas at
Chestnut Hill Retirement community. A wide variety of
items currently are needed, including books and mag-
azines, CDs and DVDs, and small pocket books, which
fit neatly in the BDUs (Battle Dress Uniforms).The
drop point for all items will be under the flagpole at the
Chestnut Hill Clubhouse on Clubhouse Trail. For any
questions, or to schedule a drop-off, contact Jeremy
Duke in our community office at (828) 787-2114.

• Refuge Youth meets every Sun. night at 6:30
p.m. downstairs at Cullasaja Assembly of God. If you
are in grades 6th-12th then this is the place to be! The
church is located at 6201 Highlands Rd. next to Exx-
on. For more info call youth ministers Matt and Can-
dace Woodroof at 828-369-7540 ext 203.

• Raffle of handcrafted Stiefel Botanical Book to
Benefit The Bascom. To purchase a raffle ticket, call
526-4949, ext. 8#.

• Yoga at the Rec Park, 7:30 a.m Monday and
Wednesdays.Call 526-4340 for information.

• Yoga in the bottom floor of Jane Woodruff Build-
ing. 10:30 a.m. Thursdays. Call 526-4340.

• NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
of the ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Community
Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-
0365 or go to the website: www.ncmana.org.

• At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal, various exercise classes. Call Jeanette Fisher at
828-526-1FIT.

• “The Circle of Life” support group continues at
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital at the Jane Woodruff
room 201, 10 a.m. until noon. Call Barbara Buchanan

On-going Events
• The Bascom is offering a host of art classes for

preschoolers to pre-teens from now through the end
of the school year. For more information, call (828)
526-4949, ext. 0#, or visit www.thebascom.org.

• Friends of Panthertown work days, last Thurs-
day of every month (time and location varies). Volun-
teers needed to maintain trails. For more information,
contact Nina Elliott at 828-526-9938 (ext 258).

• Four churches prepare to “Walk to Bethle-
hem.” The Macon County Public Health Center is
continuing a successful faith-based wellness program.
Four local churches, with assistance from the Health
Promotions Program at the public health center, are
embarking on a virtual journey from Franklin to Beth-
lehem as a part of the “Walk to Bethlehem” program.
The four participating churches include First United
Methodist Church, Holly Springs Baptist Church, Prent-
iss Church of God, and Watauga Baptist Church. The
Walk to Bethlehem program encourages church mem-
bers to be more physically active and make healthier
food choices. According to the Centers for Disease

The Highlands Cashiers Players present their annual Holiday Reading on
Thursday, December 11th at the Performing Arts Center in Highlands
beginning at 7pm. Poems, stories and songs of the holidays will be presented
to get all into the Christmas and Holiday spirit. Performing with some regular
HCP performers will be Vangie & Curtis Rich, Ursula & Tony Long, Elaine
Whitehurst, Jill Montana, Ellie Hogan, and Betty Chesna; in addition, students
Dawson Bryant, Avee Graham, Jessica Bryant and Matt McClellan. A special
musical treat will be provided by nationally known harpist, Valerie Whitcup.
After the performance all are invited to down stairs for homemade desserts
and cider. From left are: Mary Adair Leslie, Ronnie Spilton, Jim Schulte and
Jody Read at the Christmas Tree on the Hill, who will provide the designer
Christmas tree for the Holiday Reading. The Holiday Reading is HCP’s gift to
the community…no charge, just come and feel the Holiday Spirit!!

HCP presents FREE holiday reading, Dec. 11



Ruby Cinemas
Hwy. 441, Franklin • 524-2076
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• Highlands MountainTop Rotary Club meets at

the Highlands Conference Center at 7:30 a.m.
• Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30

a.m.at First Baptist Church.
Every Third Wednesday
• Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian Fel-

lowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will be
served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at 6:30
p.m. For more information call 828-524-6777 or 706-
746-9964.

1st & 3rd Thursdays
• The local affiliate of NAMI NC (National Alliance

on Mental Illness), NAMI Appalachian South, meets
from 7- 9 p.m. at the Family Restoration Center, 1095
Wiley Brown Road, Franklin. NAMI offers peer sup-
port, education, and advocacy for individuals suffer-
ing from serious mental illness and their families and
loved ones. Contact Ann Nandrea 369-7385, Carole
Light 524-9769 or Mary Ann Widenhouse 524-1355
for more information.

Thursdays
• Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church

on Main and Fifth streets.
Thursdays & Fridays
• Live music at The Rib Shack from 7-10 p.m.
Through Dec. 23
• ”Winter Landscapes” exhibition at The Bas-

com, featuring paintings by John Mac Kah and Debo-
rah Squier. Regular gallery hours are Tuesdays
through Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is
free. The Bascom is located inside the Hudson Li-
brary on Main Street in Highlands. For information,
call (828) 526-4949 or visit www.thebascom.org.

Wednesday, Dec. 10
• At the Methodist Church, the MountainTop Ring-

ers present their annual Christmas concert at 6:15
p.m. with handbells.

Thurs.-Sat., Dec 11-13
• The Highlands-Cashiers Players will present

its annual free Christmas reading at 7 p.m. at the Per-
forming Arts Center on Chestnut Street.

Thursday, Dec. 11
• The movie “De-Lovely” (2004) is an original

musical portrait of Cole Porter. It is filled with his unfor-
gettable songs. Kevin Kline and Ashley Judd star as
Cole Porter and his wife Linda. The movie series is
held in the Library Meeting Room, hosted by the
Friends of the Albert Carlton – Cashiers Community
Library at 7 p.m.

• The League of Women Voters of Macon Coun-
ty will present a program on new development follow-
ing old patterns in Franklin with Ben Brown who works
with Placemakers, a leading national design group
that “helps developers and municipalities create plac-
es deeply satisfying to both the soul and the balance
sheet. Tim Ryan is developing Sanctuary Village near
downtown, and will talk about the vision and design for
that community.The meeting will take place at Tartan
Hall of the First Presbyterian Church in Franklin. Lunch
is available at noon by reservation—call 524-5192.
Program begins at 12:15.

Friday-Sunday, Dec. 12-14
• Sanders’ Family Christmas” (sequel to “Smoke

on the Mountain”) a wholesome musical at 7 p.m. on
Saturday and 3 p.m. on Sunday at the Dillard Play-
house, in Dillard, Ga. Tickets are $10 for adults and
$5 for children under 11. Call 706- 212-2500.

Saturday, Dec. 13
• Breakfast with Santa at the Methodist Church at

8:30 a.m. $10 per family
• Wine Tastings at Old Edwards Inn & Spa. Sump-

tuous hors d’oeuvres amid festive fireside ambiance of
Hummingbird Piano Bar in the inn. 2-4 p.m. $20 ap-

plies to purchase if you choose to buy and not just
taste! Call 526-8008.

• The Highlands Community Christian Chorale
presents its concert 4 p.m. at the Baptist Church. Re-
ception to follow.

• Santa will be at the Highlands Visitor Center
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to hear wishes and for photos.

• NANAHALA HIKING CLUB will take a moder-
ate to strenuous 9.5 mile hike with elevation change of
300 feet, from Deep Gap to Raven Rock on the Appa-
lachian Trail. Meet in Franklin at Westgate Plaza (op-
posite Burger King); drive 40 miles round trip. Call
leader Don O’Neal, (828) 586-5723, for meeting time
and reservations. Bring water, lunch; wear sturdy
shoe. No pets please.

• The Highlands Plateau Greenway will have a
trail construction work trip on Saturday.  If you are
interested in participating please register with Hillrie
Quin at 526-2385.

• The Macon County Soccer Club will host a
soccer referee re-certification clinic on Saturday from
9 am to 3:30 pm. All currently certified referees that
wish to renew their certification are invited to attend.
George Gately with the NC Soccer Referees Associ-
ation will be conducting the clinic. A certification clinic for
new referees is also planned for January 2009. Call
Tony Esterwood at 524-1928.

• At Coweeta Baptist Church, the Christmas Can-
tata, “Hope Has Hands” at 7 p.m.  Call 524-5242.

Sunday, Dec. 14
• The Highlands Community Christian Chorale

presents its concert 7 p.m. at the Baptist Church. Re-
ception to follow.

• Refuge Christmas Party at Cullasaja Assembly
of God Sunday at 6:30 pm downstairs. Cullasaja As-
sembly of God is located at 6201 Highlands Rd. next
to Exxon. Food! Gift Exchange! and Awsome Christ-
mas Games! For more information all Call Matt Woo-

On Saturday, Dec. 20 the Highlands-
Cashiers Chamber Music Festival will
present its first ever Christmas Concert, a
benefit concert for the whole family enti-
tled “Father Christmas’ Favorite Chamber
Music.”  England’s Santa Claus
will be on hand to introduce
some of his favorite works for
violin, cello and piano. The
concert will include music by
Beethoven, Mozart, Chopin,
and more, by violinist Karen
Bentley of Birmingham Ala-
bama, cellist David Hancock
from Atlanta, and pianist and
Festival Artistic Director Will-
iam Ransom. Richard Prior
from Atlanta will narrate.

Good listeners will receive
a treat from Father Christmas
on the way out!

David Hancock moved to
Atlanta in 1991 to be cellist
with the Atlanta Chamber Play-
ers. Since 1993, Mr. Hancock is the Princi-
pal Cellist of the Nashville Chamber Or-
chestra (recently renamed Orchestra Nash-
ville), a group committed to programming

Chamber Music Festival Christmas Concert to
Benefit the Highlands Emergency Council

new “cross-over” works in concert with
traditional masterpieces. In 2005 he found-
ed the Elysium Chamber Orchestra and
Chorus and serves as its artistic co-director.
Mr. Hancock and his wife, Carolyn, are the

founders of Chamber Music
Atlanta.

Karen Bentley is currently
the violinist in Paul Dresher’s
Electro-Acoustic Band, which
performed at Carnegie’s
Zankel Hall as part of the In
Your Ear festival, hosted by John
Adams. She is a founding mem-
ber of the Alys Stephens Cen-
ter Chamber Players which de-
buted in Birmingham in Au-
gust 2006 at the Magic City
Chamber Music Festival.

The Christmas concert
will be a benefit for the High-
lands Emergency Council, and
will be at the Performing Arts
Center in Highlands at 5 p.m.

Tickets are $20 for adults, free for children.
For more information and tickets, call

828-526-9060.

droof -828-369-7540-ext.203 www.cullasajaag.org
Thursday, Dec. 18
• The Friends of the Library will present their

Christmas gift to Cashiers families on Thursday night
at 5 pm. Ann Betty and Sandra Bash will lead the Sing-
A-Long. They will include everyone’s favorite Christ-
mas carols and other songs of the season. The mmovie
“The Polar Express” will be shown. Cookies, punch
and, of course, popcorn will be served. There is no
charge for the event.

Fri. Dec. 19 & Sun. Dec. 21
• Cullasaja Assembly of God invites you and

your family to its Christmas Play, “A Word of Wisdom.”
The play will be on Friday at 7pm and Sunday at
6:30pm. The play is free. Cullasaja Assembly is locat-
ed at 6201 Highlands Rd. next to Exxon. Call 828-
369-7540. www.cullasajaag.org

Saturday, Dec. 20
• Wine Tastings at Old Edwards Inn & Spa. Sump-

tuous hors d’oeuvres amid festive fireside ambiance of
Hummingbird Piano Bar in the inn. 2-4 p.m. $20 ap-
plies to purchase if you choose to buy and not just
taste! Call 526-8008.

• Santa will be a the Highlands Visitor Center
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to hear wishes and for photo.

• Santa will be at the Scaly Mountain Community
Center from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bring your list to share
with Santa, coins for reindeer food and a sweet tooth!

• The Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Fes-
tival’s Christmas concert “Father Christmas’ Favorite
Chamber Music” at 5 p.m. at PAC to benefit the High-
lands Emergency Council. For tickets call 526-9060.

Sunday, Dec. 21
• The First Baptist Church would like to invite you

to the musical drama, “Bows of Holly,” Sunday, at 6:30
pm. The cast is children from the community and sev-
eral churches, under the direction of Emily Porter and
Sherri Gibson. Wendy Latta is designing the sets.

Hair & Nail Salon

Monday-Saturday • 8:30 - 5

828-787-2343 • 2250 Dillard Rd.

Welcoming
Deborah Foster

Stylist & Colorist trained in
New York City and

Los Angeles with more than
30 years experience.

Stylists
Tracy Head – Owner

Joseph Herget
Pat Chastain

Whitney Talley
Deborah Foster

Heather Dalton – Nails

•

THE DAY THE EARTH
STOOD STILL

rated PG-13
Friday: (4:15), 7:05, 9:15

Sat & Sun: (2:05), (4:15), 7:05, 9:15
Mon – Thurs: (4:15), 7:05

FOUR CHRISTMASES
rated PG-13

Friday:(4:10), 7:10, 9:10
Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:10), 7:10, 9:10

Mon – Thurs: (4:10), 7:10
 

TWILIGHT
rated PG-13

Friday:(4:30), 7, 9:30
Sat & Sun: (2), (4:30), 7, 9:30

Mon – Thurs:(4:30), 7
 

BOLT
rated PG

Friday: (4:05), 7:10, 9:05
Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:05), 7:10, 9:05

Mon – Thurs: (4:05), 7:10
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WANTED TO BUY

EXCERCISE MACHINE that will tone and
condition total body. Call 828-526-8616.

HELP WANTED

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH is actively seeking a responsible and en-
ergetic individual to fill the full-time position of Director of
Children and Youth Ministries. Bachelor’s degree or
five years related experience required. Send resumes
to HUMC, P.O. Box 1959, Highlands, NC 28741.
Attn: Scott Roddy or email inquires and resumes to
humcsc@dnet.net.

MLT or MT   needed in the laboratory at High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital.  Second and third shifts avail-
able with an occasional weekend and holiday rota-
tion.  Registry of ASCP or equivalent is required.  Must
be able to work alone.  3-5 years experience as a
generalist with blood banking is preferred. Full bene-
fits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an increase in
pay, available after 60 days of full-time employment.
Pre-employment screening required. Call Human Re-
sources at 828-526-1376 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

PHYSICIAN BILLING MANAGER: needed
at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Full time position avail-
able. Responsible for managing all billing procedures
for the physician’s offices. At least 3 years of office and
insurance billing experience. CMA, EMT, or similar
training and certification. Current training in coding is
required. Full benefits, or the option to opt out of ben-
efits for an increase in pay, available after 60 days of
full-time employment. Pre-employment screening re-
quired. Call Human Resources at 828-526-1376 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org.

RNs at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and Fidelia
Eckerd Living Center. Full, Part-time and PRN posi-
tions available for 12 hour day and night shifts. Excel-
lent wage scale, with shift and weekend differentials.
Full benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an
increase in pay, available after 30 days of full-time
employment. We are now offering part- time employ-
ees, working at least 24 hours a week, medical insur-
ance. Pre-employment screening required. Call Hu-
man Resources at 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II at Fidelia Eckerd Living Cen-
ter. PRN positions are available. Our wage scale is
$11.00 to $14.40 per hour, and you also receive shift
and weekend differentials. Pre-employment substance

screening. Call Human Resources, 828-526-1301 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org.

WORK WANTED

3BR, 2BA COTTAGE NEAR MIRROR LAKE
– In town. $1250 per month. Very clean. 770-977-
5692.

ON MIRROR LAKE – Charming 3 bed, 2 bath.
Huge sunroom, stone fireplace, 3 decks, canoe, fur-
nished. Available Nov-May. $1,500 a month plus util-
ities. Call 770-435-0678.

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT, YEAR-ROUND, walk to
town. 3/3, oil heat, hardwood floors, small pets ok.
$1,275 includes electric. 526-5558.

TURTLE POND 3bd/2 1/2b, hot tub, furnished,
no smoking/pets Lease/lease purchase 828 526 2759
marbago@hughes.net (st. 11/27)

APARTMENT FOR RENT – 1 bed, 1 bath, living
area, kitchen and utility room. $650/month. $300
security deposit. Rent includes utilities (electric, water,
heat, local phone.) one-year lease. Prefer non-smoker.
No pets. Unfurnished. Good for 1-2 people. Call 526-
9494. (1/1)

LOOKING FOR CLEAN, QUIET NON-SMOK-
ER WITH NO PETS – to rent furnished 1 bed, 1 bath
apartment. $600 includes all basic utilities. Cheaper
with one year lease. Call 526-0079.

HOUSE FOR RENT AND SALE – 3/2 w/ office,
great roomate plan 1600 sft., gated community, Scaly
Mt. half way between Highlands and Clayton, access
to 17 acre lake and hiking from 424 sq ft porch or
watch sun rise from 424 sq. ft. deck. $1,200/mo plus
utilities. Internet and satellite available. No children,
pets, or ATVs; house actively being shown for sale
during rental.Call Pat 828-243-9646 re rent or Becky
828-526-2475 re sale. psherrer@mindspring.com

DOWNTOWN APARTMENT RENTAL – One
bedroom (Queen), one bath, vaulted ceiling in great
room, heat and air with gas fireplace. Fully furnished
with W/D, cozy and comfortable. $750 a month plus
utilities. Call 526-2598 or 421-3614.

1 BED, 1 BATH and small room with bunk beds
on Lake Sequoyah. Furnished, two boats. $1,000 a
month including utilities except phone. Call Tony at
828-332-7830.

SAPPHIRE NC – 2 Story 3Bed/3 Bath, Yr
round views, 2 decks, remodeled, Furnished, 2 car
garage. Available yearly or seasonal. 561-626-9556

2 BED, 2 BA HOUSE – Carport, Storage, Ga-
rage. $800 a month. In Scaly. Call 423-715-7757.

2 BED, 2 BA, COTTAGE – W/D, 2 miles from
town off Cashiers Road. Garage/basement, covered
deck. $925 a month. Call 864-944-1175.

FURNISHED 3BD/2BATH HOUSE IN MIR-
ROR LAKE area available for 6-12 month lease
$1200+ utilities.  Call 770-977-5692.

3BR, 2BA COTTAGE NEAR MIRROR LAKE
– In town. $1250 per month. Very clean. 770-977-
5692.

ON MIRROR LAKE – Charming 3 bed, 2 bath.
Huge sunroom, stone fireplace, 3 decks, canoe, fur-
nished. Available Nov-May. $1,500 a month plus util-
ities. Call 770-435-0678.

COTTAGE FOR RENT – 1BR, 1BA in town @
Chestnut Cottages. Private, screen porch, Heat/AC,
FP, extra sleeping loft, furnished or unfurnished. 6
month lease - $750. monthly plus utilities. Call 526-
1684.

VACATION RENTAL

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB –  Sorry, golf
and club priviledges not available. $2,495 a week.
Call 912-230-7202.

THE LODGE ON MIRROR LAKE – Fish or
canoe from deck. Available weekly, monthly, No min.
Call 828-342-2302.

ITEMS FOR SALE

MOVING SALE – 1) Kennedy Tool Cabinets -
7 drawer base, 8 drawer machinist, with riser shelf:
$100; 2) Golf club travel case (holds two sets),
extremely durable: $75; 3) Leather golf bag, grey
color in very good condition: $50. Bruce (828) 787-
1035.

ANTIQUES – Blacksmith bench post vice ($90)
and hand-crank wall-mount drill ($150). Antique oak
wall-hung phone ($110). Fairbanks wood floor grain
scale, with all weights and brass pendulum ($400).
Bruce (828) 787-1035.

WOMAN’S DIAMOND RING -14K White gold,
three rows of diamonds. Total weight 1.58 ct. Appraisal
$2,300. Asking $1,500. 526-8191. 1/1

CHRISTMAS CARDS OF HIGHLANDS
SCENES available at Dry Sink and Mill Creek
Gallery. Coming soon “A Highlands Autumn,
photography by Cynthia Strain. More info at 787-
2021.

MAYTAG WASHER & DRYER – $350 FOR
BOTH. ALSO, 13” SONY DIGITAL TV $75. ALL
VERY GOOD CONDITION. CALL 526-2710.

125-Gallon All-Glass aquarium - over 6 feet
in length, was a salt-water shark-only tank. Comes
with Ehiem Pro series-2 external canister filter, and
optional mahogany base. Will settle for $500; base,
extras and help moving it are optional but free. Call
cell 828-342-2809

HEALTHRIDER N35 RECUMBENT BIKE –
Five programmed workouts, heart rate indicator. $150.
After 6 p.m. call 787-1264.

CHRISTMAS TREES. Fraser Firs available
on Helen’s Barn Ave. between the back of motel and
drug store. Between 3rd and 2nd streets.

DRY, HARDWOOD, FIREWOOD – Priced to
Sell! Call 828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268.

SMALL EMERALD AND GOLD RING.
Originally $300 Asking $175. 828-631-2675 after 5
p.m.

BABY LOCK SERGER MACHINE with extra
spools of thread. $200.00 828-631-2675 after 5:00
p.m. Sylva area.

REDUCED! 52" BIG-SCREEN TV RCA Home-
Theater edition, with guide-plus gold. Moving and its
too big to take. $375 or OBO; this TV is in great
condition and has a perfect picture, purchased at
Circuit-city. Allows for 480P HD through Direct-tv. Call
cell: 828-342-2809

YARD MACHINE LEAF MULCHER – pur-
chased at Lowes. Used only a few times $350. 526-
5056.

SIX CEDAR ADIRONDACK CHAIRS – cus-
tom made. $100 each or all for $500. Call 526-3824.

LENOX CHINA “AUTUMN” PATTERN – $125
for 5-piece place setting or sell by the piece at 20%
below store prices. Call 526-0498

3-PIECE BEDROOM SET – Oak veneer. one
dresser, one desk, one chest. $300. Call 526-5772.

STONE AVAILABLE – Assorted. 14 pallets.
$200 per pallet. Call 526-9532

MARTIN-C-1740 UNVENTED GAS HEATER
– with oxygen depleting sensing system. BTU 40,000.
H. 14 24 3/4 W. 25” D. 13”. Fan blower-model B35.
$125. Call 526-5640.

BEAUTIFUL, KNOTTY PINE WOOD ENTER-
TAINMENT CENTER WITH POCKET DOORS. Will

hold up to a 31" TV. $100. Call 369-5863.
TWO 19" PORTABLE TELEVISION SETS.

Perfect for rentals or spare rooms. $20 each. Call
369-5863.

ANTIQUE WOODEN ROCKING CHAIR
FROM LATE 1800’S. Fully refinished. $100. Call
369-5863.

AVON CAPE COD RED GLASS – 8 piece place
setting. 64 pieces. $385. Also, accessory pieces avail-
able. Call 828-524-3614.

SET OF 4 ORIGINAL RIMS/TIRES FROM
TOYOTA SOLARA – 16” x 6 1/2” with mounted
Bridgestone Potenza tires 215-60-R16 M&S. $500.
Call Wolfgang at 526-8396 or 526-4603, evenings.

ANTIQUE WALNUT DINING TABLE with two
10 ½ inch leaves, $250; six oak pressed back chairs.
Very good condition. $300. Whirlpool upright freezer,
$100; 80,000 BTU propane central heat unit, $100
and 60-gallon propane hot water heater, $75. Call
526-0036 or 421-1159.

DESK (LARGE) WITH MATCHING CREDEN-
ZA, oak, leather chair. $850. Call 743-6869.

4 BOARD PINE DINING TABLE - $300. Early
American New England spinning wheel - $225. 526-
2671

GOLF CLUBS CLASSIC – SET OF  MacGre-
gor Tourney 9 irons (2-9 P.W.) 1980. Persimmon
Drivers, new. $50. Used $25. Also miscellaneous items
cheap. Call 706-746-3046. (Sky Valley).

MR. HEATER – 75,000 BTU. Forced Air Heat-
er. Like New. $110. Call 526-3206.

TABLE SAW – 9” with 4” Joiner. All one stand.
$75. Call 526-3206.

PFALTZGRAFF “HEIRLOOM” DISHES.
Complete service for 8 plus numerous serving piec-
es, extras and accessories. Too much to list. $300 Call
(828) 631-2675 after 5 p.m. Sylva area.

JESSICA MCCLINTOCK VICTORIAN
STYLE WEDDING DRESS. Very unique. Size 11/
12. $200. Call (828) 631-2675 after 5 p.m. Sylva
area.

MAN’S FORMAL (MID-LENGTH) WESTERN
STYLE BLACK COAT. Size 46. Worn once. Bought
at Stages West in Pigeon Forge. $150. Call (828)
631-2675 after 5 p.m. Sylva area.

8 SOLID OAK, LADDERBACK dining room
chairs with woven seats. $800 for set. Call 526-3048.

UNUSUAL OLD OAK ROCKER. $225. Call
526-3647.

1930S CHILD’S WICKER ROCKING
CHAIR. $175. Call 526-3647.

1930S WICKER DOLL CARRIAGE. $200. Call
526-3647.

OLD OAK MIRRORED TOWEL RACK. $85.
Call 526-3647.

TWO LOW-BACK SOUTHWESTERN-
LOOKING UPHOLSTERED CHAIRS. $400. Call
526-5056.

RED WICKER CHAISE LOUNGE WITH PAD.
$250. Call 526-5056.

5-PC BEDROOM SET C.1920 Bed/Chest of
Drawers/Vanity-stlye Dresser/Stool/Mirror. Rosewood
inlay.Original brass hardware. Good condition. $995.
828-200-1160 or highlandsnative@yahoo.com

CRAFTSMAN 10" RADIAL ARM SAW WITH
STAND.  Old but used very little. Excellent working
condition. $150.  828/787-2177.

HEWLETT PACKARD 15" CRT MONITOR in
good working condition with all connection cord in-
cluded. “FREE.” Call Randy at 828-488-2193.

COLONIAL GLASS – set of 12 Sherbet Gob-
lets, and dessert plates. $35. Call 526-4063.

TANZANITE LOOSE STONES: I have for sale
10 gorgeous oval cut 1-carat Tanzanite stones which
would make beautiful earrings, bracelet, necklace, or

$5. for 20 words weekly $2. for each add’l. 10 words

Free Classified Ads for items
(not live animals)

 FOR SALE less than $1,000.
One free ad per person.

All other terms:
20 words for $5; $2 for each

10-word increment.
Email copy to:

highlandseditor@aol.com
or FAX to 1-866-212-8913

Send check to:
Highlands’ Newspaper

P.O. Box 2703
Highlands, NC 28741

828-526-0782
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
a cluster ring. These stones are AAA+++ quality grade.
Each stone is priced at $400 each or discounted for a
multiple stone purchase. Call 828-488-2193 and ask
for Randy.

WATER PURIFYING CHLORINATOR PUMP
with large heavy duty plastic holding tank. Was $75.
Now $50. Call Randy at 828-488-2193.

PLASTIC OUTDOOR TABLE: Hunter green
36"x36" in like new condition. $10. Call Randy at
828-488-2193.

DECK CHAIR WITH MATCHING FOOT
RESTS – $20. Call 526-5367.

DRESSING MIRROR – $5. Call 526-5367.
STEEL TYPEWRITER TABLE – $5. Call 526-

5367.
TWO TWIN CREAM COLORED BED-

SPREADS – $6 each. Call 526-5367.
3-TIERED GLASS CORNER SHELF $10.

Call 526-5367.
TWO ELECTRIC WATER COOLERS for sale.

Approximately 38" tall x 12" square. Put bottled water
on top. $50 each. OBO. Call 526-3262

7 JIM SHORE LAMPS BY ENESCO For sale.
Call 828-787-1292. Prices range from $70-$125.

FREE  BRICK FRONT  FOR BUILT-IN FIRE-
PLACE. W-68",H-52" Call:828-349-3320

LENOX SPICE JARS, full set mint condition,
original price $45 each. Also jewelry call 369-0498.
7-9 p.m.

GEISHA GIRL NIPPON TEAPOT, rattan bails
handle circa 1891-1921, Creamer/Covered Sugar
Set, Tea set/ rice bowls 369-0498 7-9 p.m.

GREEN PRINT VELOUR SWIVEL ROCK-
ER, new, $250; blue stripe club chair w/ottoman, like
new, $175; large pine armoire, like new, $200;.Simms
X-large waders w/attached boots, bought at High-
land Hiker, used 3 times, $250. Call Beatrice or Den-
nis at 743-5600.

JEEP RIMS – 17-inch aluminum factory rims off
2005 Jeep Liberty 4x4. Brand new! Complete set of 4
$800. Valued at $265 each. Call 706-982-2254.

THREE “HOUSE OF DENMARK” BOOK-
CASES  – walnut, 3’ x 6’, containing TV, tape player,
turn table, radio/CD. Sold as an entertainment unit
including 2 Advent speakers. $550. Call 526-9273.

MISC. ITEMS – Various proof coin sets, old 78
LP, Old Walt Disney movies (never opened); Girls’
bicycle; Collectible Basketball Cards (never opened).
Call 526-9123.

MASSEY FERGUSON DIESEL DELUXE 35
WITH POWER STEERING. Completely  rebuilt, re-
painted, new tires. Includes scrape blade, and an
8,000 lbs. tandem axle trailer. Sharp Package! $6,000.
Call (828)526-1684 and leave message.

BEAMS, FLOORING AND ENTIRE
STRUCTERS:  HAND HEWN BEAMS.  Beautiful
material, large faces, $3.50-$4.50 per board foot.
Wormy white oak flooring (milled w/ a t&g), 6-12"
widths, $8 per ft. Original, reclaimed white and yellow
pine flooring, random wide widths (6-16") $6/board ft.
Wide barn siding, $3/ft. Also historic log cabins and
barns ready to reassemble. 215-529-7637.Delivery
available.

ANTIQUE CHERRY DINING TABLE – drop-
leaf. rope carved legs. Seats 4-10 people. $1,500
obo  828-787-1515

DELUXE VENTED GAS heater high btu, slightly
used, $100. 524-6038.

CUSTOM DECK SET – Painted aluminum
Love seat & club chair with laminated waverly cush-
ions. $125. Call 526-1078.

ANTIQUE BEAMS, FLOORING AND
STRUCTURES: Hand hewn beams in oak and yel-
low pine. Beautiful material, large faces, $3.50-$4 per
board foot. Original, reclaimed white and yellow pine

Hurricane Ike hit the Bahamas, affecting a
Morton Salt site for a week and shutting down
production for days at the Louisiana mines.

So states now have to pay higher prices
or try to stretch stock piled supplies.

Primary state roads in Macon County
like U.S. 64 and N.C. 106 are considered “bare
pavement” roads meaning they are cleared
and maintained until “bare pavement” is
exposed, because they are critical to inter-
state travel – which means salt, sand and chat
are used. Now only sand and chat will be
used by DOT on secondary roads like Buck
Creek, Bowery and Horsecove.

Highlands Public Services Administra-
tor Lamar Nix said DOT’s policies won’t af-
fect the Town of Highlands or his department,
though the price of salt will impact how he
uses the town’s salt.

Last year he paid $70.50 per ton for salt
delivered to Highlands, but on Dec. 4 he got
a quote of $193.23 a ton deliverd. “And one
supplier said we could have it for $83.95 a
ton but we’d have to go to Wilmington, NC
to get it,” said Nix. “That’s just not reason-
able.”

Highlands street crews maintain both
primary and secondary roads within the
town limits because ‘we’re here,’” said Nix.
“For safety reasons, we clear roads — city
streets and primary roads like portions of U.S.
64 which is Main Street — until DOT can
get up here and then they pick up where we
left off,” said Nix. “We always depend on DOT
to come in and clean up, too.”

With the price of salt so high and fall
weather being like most winters, Nix said
he’s going to have to rethink salt allocations.
He normally orders 120-200 tons a year; this
year he’s going to try to make do with what’s
in storage.

“Right now our salt shed is full so we
don’t have a problem, but I’ll have to slow
down its use or rather adjust the mixture to
make sure it lasts through the winter,” he

said.
The salt shed is split in half with one

half housing 80 tons of bulk salt and the oth-
er half housing a mixture of salt, sand and
chat which is what town crews use to keep
winter streets safe.

Nix said 80 tons of bulk salt translates
into 250-300 tons of mix – plenty for High-
lands’ needs.

He said DOT’s budgetary problems
won’t affect Highlands, at least not within
the town limits. “But life in the Highlands
Township might be affected by weather more
this year than in the recent past,” he said.

Grindstaff said DOT’s goal to is clear
county roadways as quickly as possible for
safe travel and commerce. As always, cau-
tion should be used when traveling in icy
conditions and if at all possible motorists
should allow additional time for their com-
mutes in these conditions.

– Kim Lewicki

... SALT continued from page 2
flooring, random wide widths (6-16") $6/board ft. Also
selling entire log and timber frame structures. 215-
529-7637.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

TOYOTA CAMRY, 2002 – Anti-lock brakes, pow-
er driver seat, (6) CD changer, moonroof, leather
seats, alloy whells, spoiler, 64,500 miles. $8,000 OBO.
706-746-4441 12/11

1997 FORD F250 CREW CAB — 4WD. 75,000
original miles. 460 8 CY, 5 SP, Short WB, Black, one
owner. 35" tires. 3" lift. $8,500 or OBO. Call 526-
3824.

1984 JEEP CJ7 – Rebuilt 304. 10,000 miles. 8
CY, 4 SP, 4WD, Front Bush Guard. 35" tires. 6" lift.
Headers. Good condition. $8,500. OBO. Call 526-
3824.

02 DUTCHMEN 27' LITE TRAVEL TRAILER.
– Slidout. Queen MBR, sleeps 6. $12,000. OBO. Call
526-3824.

15-FT. DUAL AXLE TRAILER FOR HAUL-
ING TRACTORS – Worth $750. OBO. Call 526-3824.

SERVICES

WILL BABY SIT IN YOUR HOME. Have own
transportation. Call Carly at 526-3824 or 828-200-
9010.

HANDYMAN SPECIAL – Repairs and
Remodeling, Electrical and Plumbing, Carpentry and
more. Low prices. For free estimate call 828-342-
7864.

RELIABLE CHILD CARE IN MY HOME –
Minutes from Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Daily/
Weekly. 12 years experience, referemces and Early
Childhood credentials. $5 per hour for first child, $10 a
day for second sibling. Call 743-2672.

CUSTOM TILE AND SLATE INSTALLATION.
526-4889. 1/21

DESIGNATED DRIVER  – Available now
through Jan. 1. Call 526-3824.

HOUSEKEEPING – Saturday and Sunday
mornings. Call Kim at 828-482-2105.

LANDSCAPE CLEANUP – leafs, gutters and
more. Call Juan at 200-9249 or 526-8525.

COMPLETE LAWN SERVICE - All Levels of
Lawn Care at Competitive Rates . Design, Installation,
& Maintenance. No Job Too Small or Too Large. 30
Years Experience. For Free Quotes, References, or
Scheduling, Please  Call: 526-1684.

CLOCK REPAIR - Antique or modern, compli-
cated antique clocks are my specialty.  Experienced
and dependable with housecalls available.  Call
706.754.9631 or visit my website at
www.oldclockrepair.com. Joseph McGahee, Clock-
maker.

FIREWOOD “Nature Dried” Call 526-2251.
HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL HEMLOCK WOOL-

LY ADELGID TREATMENT & FERTILIZATION –
Great Results by J&J Lawn and Landscaping servic-
es. NC Licensed Applicator, Highlands, NC 828-526-
2251.

J&J  LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVIC-
ES – total lawn care and landscaping company. 20
years serving Highlands area. 828-526-2251.

SHIPPING SERVICES - STORK’S WRAP,
PACK & SHIP UPS Ground & Next Day Air services
and large  furniture shipping available. Packing ser-
vices and/or supplies. Gift wrapping and fax services.
323 Hwy 107 N., Cashiers, NC (1/2 mile from cross-
roads) (828) 743-3222.

HIGHLANDS SHUTTLE SERVICE – Atlanta
Airport Shuttle. Drive - Away •  Auto Delivery. All Out-
of-Town Trips Driving Services. Call 526-8078.
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Does your list look like this?

James
“Popcorn”

Manley
Owner/Operator

Manley’s Auto & Towing

• Oil change
• Winterization

• Tune up
• Brakes
• Tires

Hwy 28 South
526-9805

We can help you
wrap it up!

Tie for Dad✔

Shoes for Mom✔

Puppy for Tommy✔

Doll for Susie✔

Oil Change
New Tires

... MACKEY continued from page 1
ism was never Iraq; it was always Afghani-
stan. After we invaded Afghanistan in 2002
we took our eye off the ball and put it on Iraq
and everything in Afghanistan was left to boil.

If we’re really talking about the war on
terrorism, you have to think of it as a cold war
because you don’t just go out and have a mil-
itary confrontation to get rid of terrorism. The
war on terror is a war of ideas — a war with
people who have genuine grievances against
their own government.

Sometimes the U.S. backs these govern-
ments and sometimes we don’t. Regardless,
there is always a conflict about identity —
whether they are going to maintain their tra-
ditional identity or be westernized. All these
things are going on.

The closest front on terrorism is Europe
because Europe hasn’t dealt with its Muslim
population at all. It has dumped them in these
ghettos and haven’t made them a part of the
country and so forth. So we need to get away
from the idea that Iraq is the front on the war
on terrorism. It isn’t and never was. Afghani-
stan probably isn’t either, but it is more likely
to become a failed state and really will be-
come the front of the war on terror, particu-
larly because we have to worry about Paki-
stan. Pakistan is where the terrorists are com-
ing from.

The optimum way to go into Afghani-
stan is if the Europeans step up and do their

part. That’s one thing. The other thing is the
counter insurgency strategy is the best way to
go. We will have to put troops in there for the
short-term at least and maybe the long-term
– right now we really don’t have that many
troops in there. But the area you really want
to work on militarily is that area up there on
the border of Pakistan. Next, we need to try to
get a government in that is really going to
address the economic needs of the very poor-
est of its society.

Question 6
What is the most dangerous country and

how should the U.S. deal with it?
Pakistan. We have to really think about

we’re going to do with it. It is just about to
absolutely fall apart. Zardari Bhutto, Benazir
Bhutto’s husband, is a sleaze. I just don’t know
why we thought early on he was going to do
any better than Musharraf. I don’t really know
enough about Pakistan politics to really talk
about the various players, but we have to find
someone who maybe we might not like 100%,
someone maybe we think has too many Is-
lamic ties, but we need to get to somebody
who can make contact with the poorer class-
es in Pakistan because that’s where the prob-
lem is coming from because I’m talking about
people who are horribly poor.

Question 7
In WWII there were very black days,

when everyone wondered if the war was go-
ing to end. Do you see sometime in the future
when it will be peaceful in the Middle East
and we can get out of there?

People say the people over there have
been fighting since Biblical times and there
will never be peace over there.

Well, in biblical times everyone was fight-
ing to claim the coastal plain. If you go to
Israel, don’t go to Tel Aviv, go in at Akaba and
travel across the absolute desolate desert and
then outside Aman is Mount Nebo where tra-
dition says the Israelites saw the Promised
Land. When you stand up there you suddenly
understand what all that fighting has been
about because the Jordan River runs down
there and on one side of the land it’s brown
and desolate and on the other it’s green. So
what they were fighting for was the coastal
plain.

Then over centuries, one area was the
invasion route between Greece and Rome
and another area was the invasion route of
Persia so you always had someone tromping
across here going one way or another.

Then the Ottomans came in and they
held it for 400 years. Then you had the Euro-
peans come in after the WW1 and they
changed it back into colonies again. One rea-
son governments in this area haven’t been
successful is because they haven’t had any lon-
gevity and they always had to cooperate with
whoever the dominate power was in that re-
gion. Consequently, they never addressed the
needs of the people.

So right now what you have going on
the Middle East is a lot of conflict between
the non-elites and the elites and if you ever

got governments that really addressed the
needs of its people – which at this point will
take a couple of generations — that would
help. So that’s’ the basic problem.  The peo-
ple of the Middle East have been victims as
well as the cause of their own problems so
it’s been a two-way street.

Question 8
Can the U.S. afford to go into Pakistan?
We aren’t going to invade and occupy

Pakistan. It’s just whether we would actually
go across the borders of Pakistan in this very
mountainous area if in hot pursuit — which
is what it’s called under international law.
That’s the issue. It’s never been whether we
would occupy Pakistan. If occupying Iraq
wasn’t a good idea, occupying Pakistan is 10
times worse.

Question 9
There have been theories that the whole

Islamic world will rise up against us? How
large it is and is that a possibility?

The Islamic world is as diverse as the
Christian World. There are as many sects,
theologies, interest groups, etc., in the Islamic
world as there is in the Christian world.

The big split in the Islamic world we’re
seeing and which is playing a big role in the
politics of the area is the division between
the Sunis, who are the orthodox, and the
Shites, who are the dissenters. Those are the
two big groups.

The Sunis are about 90% of the popula-
tion of the Muslim world. Remember the
Muslim world goes all over the world.

The Arab world would be the countries
of the Middle East plus Iran which is not
Arab. In that region, it’s about 50-50 between
the Sunis and Shites and that’s what’s hav-
ing a huge impact on how the dynamics of
this whole region works.

In fact, in my most recent book, “Mir-
ror of the Arab World – Lebanon in conflict”
I address this. The book isn’t really about
Lebanon; it’s a primer about how you think
about this region and the new dynamic in
the area. For years and years it was the Arab-
Israeli dispute. Not anymore. I mean it’s still
important but now it’s the Suni-Shite split. I
have used Lebanon as a case study because
Lebanon has a very large Shite population
and the two countries in the Arab Middle
East that are the most similar are Lebanon
and Iraq. By and looking at Lebanon you get
some idea of what might happen in Iraq.

Question 10
Is it safe to travel in Israel?
Relatively, but as I say, you have to worry

about the bombs and the settlers. Every set-
tler packs an Uzi and you can get caught in
some very uncomfortable places.

• This ends the “Middle East Expert pre-
sents Iraq 101” series. To read parts you may
have missed, go to www.highlandsinfo.com
scroll down, click on news and archives. The
series began on Oct. 30 on the front page
with a subsequent part featured each week
also on the front page.

AUTO
INSURANCE

WAYAH
INSURANCE

ONE AND THE SAME

Call Wayah at
526-3713

or stop by the office on
Carolina Way
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526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@verizon.net

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

FIREWOOD
(Dry Hardwood)

for SALE.
Priced to SELL!

Runaround
Sue

Pet Sitting
• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@verizon.net

515 Wyanoak Drive • Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268

tinarogers@nctv.com

Michael David Rogers
Native grown trees and plants

Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance

Climate Controlled
Self Storage

• Units Available •
Highlands Storage

Village
828-526-4555

Highlands Concierge • 526-5407 or 828-200-1237

Kiln-dried firewood

“Relax...it’s taken care of!” – Suzanne McDavid

Santa visits, too!

Call 526-4946 or 200-0268

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•$17 weekly $17 weekly

Expert cleaning and home care by someone who pays distinct
attention to details. Private homes and vacation rentals.

White-glove service, organic products, and demonstrations upon
request. If you’ve entrusted the care of your Highlands home to
someone in the past and been disappointed, please contact me

for a consultation.Highlands resident. References available.
Please call (828) 342-8853 or e-mail tanfenton@yahoo.com.

DETAILS
A new kind of  home service

Linda Suther

New director of nursing joins hospital
A new director of nursing with more

than 25 years experience has joined the ad-
ministrative team at Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital.

Linda R. Suther, RN, 48, will
oversee all acute-care nursing ser-
vices as well as the surgery center
and emergency department at the
hospital. A 1983 honors graduate of
Clemson University where she re-
ceived a B.S. in nursing, she spent
her career at four hospitals through-
out the Southeast, including Craw-
ford Long Hospital in Atlanta, and
more recently Trinity Medical Cen-
ter in Birmingham, AL.

While the bulk of her experience has

been in running cardiovascular surgical units
and surgical intensive care units, Suther says
she is looking forward to having a broader

scope to her supervisory duties.
“My passion for patients goes

everywhere I go,” she said during her
first week at her new post. She start-
ed at the hospital Dec. 1. “I’ve always
been adventurous and interested in
taking on new challenges profession-
ally, and I think my strength is for
helping the people I work with grow
and develop their skills and their
own talents.”

Most recently, Suther was the
nurse manager of the cardiovascular surgical
and intensive care units at Trinity Medical

Center, a 560-bed, Baptist-affiliated hospital
in Birmingham, AL, that has been named
one of the top 10 percent hospitals in the
nation for open heart surgery. The program
received outstanding patient satisfaction
scores during her tenure there.

Prior to that, she held a similar position
at Brookwood Medical Center, a 586-bed
hospital also located in Birmingham. There
she mentored and supervised mover than
140 full-time employees in various aspects of
the cardiovascular surgical program.  Suther
also spent two years in the early 1990s with
New Hanover Regional Medical Center in
Wilimington.

She began her nursing career at Atlan-
ta’s Crawford Long Hospital, rising over nine

years to become the nursing unit leader and
quality improvement coordinator for that
hospital’s cardiovascular intensive care unit.

A major factor in her decision to take
the post in Highlands, was its geographic lo-
cation. She has a son in college in Maryville.
TN, near Knoxville, and parents in Lake Ke-
owee, SC.

“I’m getting to that point in my career
where I want more opportunity to focus on
strategic preparation, and identifying and
developing the talent of those I work with,”
she adds. “I’m excited about what you have
here at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. You
have a lot of passionate, very committed peo-
ple, and I’m very pleased to be a part of this
team.”
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• HS VARSITY BASKETBALL •The Highlands School
Homecoming Dance,

Saturday, at PAC was
a Winter Wonderland

Photos by Kim Lewicki and Karen Hasbrouck

By Ryan Potts
The Highlanders and Lady High-

landers of Highlands High School start-
ed the basketball season strong, and
both seem now determined to prove that
they will leave a lasting impression on
the Smoky Mountain Conference.

Highlands began last week with a
home rematch against the Andrews
Wildcats, and both teams came away
with dominating victories.

The Lady Highlanders came out
hitting on all cylinders and built a 14-3
first quarter lead on the way to a deci-
sive 55-33 victory.  The Lady Highland-
ers were led by Brie Schmitt with 15,
Sarah Power with 10 and Marlee Mc-
Call with 8.  Taylor Buras added 9 points
as well as 5 steals for the Lady High-
landers.

Lady Highlanders coach Brett
Lamb was happy with the effort, noting
that “we played well, and everyone got a
chance to play so it is a good win for us.”

The Highlanders followed the girls’
effort by grinding out a 56-40 win against
an Andrews team that had improved
significantly since their 50 point loss to
Highlands in their home opener.

The Highlanders were lethargic
early and struggled with poor shooting
against Andrews’ packed in 2-3 zone.
However, Highlands was able to force
some turnovers with pressure defense
and build a lead that they would not relin-
quish.  Highlands had three scorers in
double figures, and every member of
the team scored in the victory.  Stephen
Simmons led Andrews with 13 points.

Friday night saw the Lady High-
landers win their conference opener
against Nantahala before a noisy crowd
at Highlands Gym.  The Lady Highland-
ers scored early and often, building a
27-9 halftime lead and giving the home
crowd a nice Homecoming gift.  High-
lands was paced by Emily Munger with
10 points, followed by 5 ladies who
scored 7 or more points in a game
where every player saw action and con-
tributed to a victory.

The nightcap saw one of the most
anticipated boys games of the early sea-
son in which the undefeated Nantahala
Hawks escaped with a narrow 70-65
victory over Highlands.  This game was
a back and forth affair that saw the High-
landers start the game with an 8-0 lead,
only to give up a 16-2 Hawk run and trail
by 7 at the end of the first quarter.  High-
lands cut the lead to 2 with a minute to
play in the first half, but Nantahala closed
the first half with a 7-0 spurt to lead by 9 at
halftime.

The second half saw the Highland-

Teams have successful week
ers stage a furious rally to cut a 13
point Nantahala lead to 3 in the closing
seconds.  Unfortunately for the home
crowd, Highlands was unable to come
away with the equalizer and Nantaha-
la’s closing free throws provided the
final margin.  Michael Shearl and Ezra
Herz provided 48 of the Highlanders
65 points, while Gavin Baldwin scored
21 for Nantahala.

On Tuesday, the Lady Highland-
ers traveled to the Cherokee Reser-
vation to face the Lady Braves, who
are a perennial SMC powerhouse.

The Lady Highlanders attacked
Cherokee’s pressure early, and only
trailed by 4 at the end of the first quarter
thanks to some precise passing and
some careless play from the Lady
Braves.  Unfortunately, the good news
for Highlands ended there, as Chero-
kee used their size and depth to wear
down the Lady Highlanders on the way
to a 72-50 victory.

Kate-Marie Parks played well
despite some early foul trouble, scor-
ing 12 points and grabbing 8 rebounds.
Sarah Power also added 12 points
and 9 rebounds.

Coach Lamb was proud of the
effort that his ladies showed in the sec-
ond half in particular, saying that “we
played with heart for the entire game,
and that kind of effort with better execu-
tion will take us a long way.”

The Highlander men looked to
be in much of the same predicament
against the Braves, as they trailed most
of the first half and went down by 14
points at the start of the third quarter.  It
was then that the Highlanders dug deep
and erased that 14 point deficit within a
matter of minutes to take a 2 point lead
at the end of the third quarter.

The final session saw a lot of slop-
py play from both sides as the game
came down to the closing seconds.
With Highlands leading by one, senior
guard Mikey Lica sank two pressure-
packed free throws after an intentional
foul, and the Highlanders held on for a
71-69 victory.  Ezra Herz led the scor-
ing with 27 points, followed by Michael
Shearl with 19 and Michael Baty with
11.

The next home game for the
Highlanders is tonight in this year’s
chapter of the annual game with coun-
ty rival Franklin. Highlands will also play
at Hayesville this Saturday in a rematch
of two thrilling games from a week ago.
Come out and support the Highland-
ers and Lady Highlanders – it’s al-
ways more fun to play in front of a big
crowd!
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• FUN & GAMES •
PseudoCube©

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged

in three layers with 9 numbers each. These numbers are
arranged in a special pattern: For each layer, the sum of
the three numbers in each row, column or diagonal, is 3
times its center number. Eight diagonals connect all 3 lay-
ers by running through the center number of the middle
layer. Each diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling the to-
tal of the three center numbers. One of the diagonals is
shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and

the other numbers given. Now pour a cup of coffee, pick up
a pencil and eraser and try to figure out where the other
numbers belong. Good Luck!

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com.

Solution to Dec. 4 Sudo-Grams

Mystery Word
#H608

Teasing Conversation (6)
Across
1. Hillside (Scot.) (4)
2. Minute insect (3)
3. Brassiere (Abbr.) (3)

Down
4. Moved quickly (3)
5. Swiss capital (4)
6. Noxious rodent (3)

Solution to #AZ3F in Dec. 4 issue

#BN3F Level of Difficulty – Easy

Sudo-Grams© 2008

by Pete Sarjeant and Don Cook

OBJECT:
A mystery word or phrase using all different letters is designated

by circled squares (other short words will appear when solving, for
which a list of meanings is provided). Every puzzle has a different
mystery word or phrase (no spaces). Assign different letters to each
square of each column and row. In addition, various cells (six, eight
or nine) in the puzzle layout have the same different letters (this is like
Sudoku but uses letters instead of numbers).
How to Solve:

Determine the different letters among those given. Write in the
mystery word using the clue and these letters. Other small words will
appear in the puzzle. As in conventional crossword puzzles, a list of
meanings for these Across/Down words is given and number positions
shown. Doing them will speed up your solution to the puzzle. Using
your powers of induction, inference and insight, place missing letters
in blank squares according to the rules noted above. Focus your
attention where the least number of letters are needed to complete a
line, column or cell.

POLICE, FIRE & RESCUE DEPT. LOG ENTRIES
The following are the Highlands Police Dept. log entries for Nov.

26-Dec 9. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor, or public officials have been used.

Nov. 26
• At 6:45 a.m., a motorist at N.C. 28 and Shelby Lane was cited for

speeding 58 mph in a 35 zone.
• At 8:45 a.m., a motorist at N.C. 28 and Cherokee was cited for failing to

yield the right-of-way at the site of an accident.
• At 10 a.m., officers responded to the call of an open door at a residence on

Lower Lake Road. All was OK.
• At 4 p.m., residents called about children playing on a frozen pond on Log

Cabin Lane without adult supervision.
• At 8:45 p.m., a resident on Chestnut Street called to complain about

reckless driving on the street.
Nov. 30

• The dept. was asked to assist Rabun County on the lookout for a suspect
who had shot someone.

Dec. 1
• At 7:30 a.m., a motorist at U.S. 64 west and Hickory was cited for driving

without a license.
• At noon, officers responded to a one-vehicle accident on Big Bear Pen

Road. There were no injuries.
• At 10:47 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle accident on Cobb Road.

There were no injuries.
Dec. 2

• At 2:54 p.m., a guest at a hotel on Main Street reported someone trying to
enter his room.

• At 4:40 p.m., officers were called to a residence on Satulah Road to handle
a domestic dispute.

• At 8:54 p.m., officers were called to a residence on Wahoo Drive to handle
a domestic dispute.

Dec. 4
• At 7:45 a.m. officers responded to a two-vehicle accident at N.C. 28 and

Church Street.
Dec. 6

• At 9:21 a.m., a motorist at Fifth and Main streets was cited for speeding 37
mph in a 20 zone.

• At 9:21 p.m., Karen Andrews Sherrill, 49, of Highlands was arrested for
DWI when stopped for speeding 35 mph in a 20 zone on Main Street. She was
released on a $1,000 unsecured bond.

Dec. 7
• At 4:16 p.m, officers responded to a call of an open door at a residence on

Cullasaja Drive. All was OK.
During the week, officers issued 6 warning tickets and responded to 7 alarm

activations.
The following are the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries for

the week of Dec. 3-9
Dec. 3

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on Main
Street where a woman fell and hit her head. There was no transport.

Dec. 6
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at a

residence on Mountain Shadows Road. The victim was transported to the hospi-
tal.

• The dept. responded to a call of a gas leak at a water heater. The gas
company was called.

Dec. 7
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at a

residence on Clubhouse Trail where a person was choking. She was transported
to the hospital.

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at a
residence on Split Rail Road. The victim was transported to the hospital.

• The dept. responded to an alarm at the Cullasaja Clubhouse. There was no
problem.

Dec. 8
• The dept. responded to an alarm on S. Old Walhalla Road. There was no

problem.
• The dept. responded to an alarm on Hickory Lane. There was no problem.



Page 24 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, Dec. 11, 2008

Mt Findings

Carolina Way

4

36

?

36

25
8

51

<<<

2008 Copyrighted Map

Newspaper

Hardware

PlayHouse

Town
  Hall

Rest
Rooms

Police ABC

Hudson Library - Bascom Gallery

Don
Leon

Marathon
    Gas

Historic
 Village

Civic  Center
Rec. Park

Community Players

Peggy
Crosby
Center

 Highlands
School K-12

Cleaners

Child
Care

21

MovieStop

Presbyterian

Episcopal

Baptist

Buck’s

   Rib
Shack

The Lodge

Summer House &  Tin Roof
2 Miles Hwy. 106

Hwy. 28s

The Farm & Highlands C.C.
1 Mile Hwy. 106

Cyprus
Taylor Barns

 Drug
 Store

“We Cut The Best
Steaks In Town”

Exxon
CITGO

Methodist

Fibber Magee’s

Manley’s Auto Service
J&J Lawn & Landscaping

<<<  1 Mile Hwy. 28s

Find It All On This Map

Real-Time Weather
      & WebCam

V

Whole Health
      Market

Country
Club Prop.

Upscale Lodging, Fine Dining, Unique Shops & Best Realtors

& Cafe 460

Bear Mt Outfitter

Hwy.
106

Country Club Prop.
Fireside Restaurant

RARITIES

Helens Barn

Waterfalls & Day Trips

*

Bust Your
   Butt Falls

/// Cullasaja Falls

Whiteside
    Trail

Bridal
Veil^

Cliffside
  Lake

Dry Falls

 To  Franklin
  Hwy 64w
    & 28n

///

HIGHLANDS

///
///

        Hwy 106

* *
*

HOSPITAL

^

///

^

///
Glen
Falls

 Sliding
Rock

/// ^

^

  Wayah
Insurance

Lake
Glenville

Cashiers
Sapphire
   Valley

Chinquapin

Giant
Poplar

 Chattooga
    Trail

Chattooga Iron Bridge

///

Silver
 Run

< Marina

Hwy 107n

H w y
107s

  Whiteside
< Cove Rd.

Hwy 64

ingles

*

H w y
  28s

*

BP Gas

The Farm*
   

 H
om

e P
lac

e B
lin

ds

   
   

Ran
d S

oe
lln

er

    
    

    
Br

igh
tw

ate
r

  Basketcase

Acorns

Images/Spa

Schmitt

Bank
Amer.

ATM

Madison’s
Wine Spectator

Hwy 64e >

  Instant
  Theatre

Bryson’s
Foods

Gourmet
Wines

Cheeses
Meats

Produce
To Go Orders
Post Office

Dusty’s
Market

Wolfgang’s
Wine Spectator

Reeves Ace

Kilwin’s

5

2

9

<  Oak St.

Paoletti’s
Wine Spectator

Summit One
 Art Gallery

5

Just Google
Highlands or Highlands NC

HighlandsInfo.com -  #1 Directory For 5 Years

To The Bascom
   Art Gallery

5

31

Chintz
Antiques

Lakeside
Wine Spectator

Catholic

1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345
1234567890123456789012345

HARRIS
  LAKE

4

1

Oak StCafe

<<<

Scudders

Log
Cabin

Mtn.
Rayz

Performing
Arts  Center

4

7

Live Music

 CY TIMMONS
 at Fressers Eatery

Fri. & Sat.

2008 Highlands Map

Meadows
Mountain

Realty

SweeTreats

Nick’s

Antiques

Twigs At
Highlands

Edge

5

Live Music
The Rib
Shack

Thurs. &
Fr.

7-10 p.m.

*
Scaly Mtn

Fire  Mtn

Peak Experiance
3 Miles Hwy. 106

Mirror LakeAntiques

DINING

Brick Oven

Buck’s

Cyprus

Don Leon

Fireside

Fressers Eatery

Fressers Expess

Golden China

Kelsey Place

Lakeside

Log Cabin

Madison’s

Antiques

Acorns

Chinz

CK Swan

Mirror Lake

Scudder’s

Galleries

Bryant Art Glass

Mill Creek Gallery

Tin Roof Gallery

Tino Gallery

Summit One

DINING

Nick’s

Oak St Cafe

On The Verandah

Paoletti’s

Pizza Place

Rib Shack

Rosewood

Skyline Lodge

Sports Page

SweeTreats

Wild Thyme

Wolfgang’s

Fashion

AnnaWear

Bear Mt. Outfit.

Bungalow Boutq.

Jackson Madeleine

McCulley’s

Needle Point

Silver Eagle

Stone Lantern

 Wit’s End

1

2

3

6
7

8

1

2

3

4

5

6
7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

24

1

2

4 5

6

7

10

11 12

13

16

18

<  Mirror

Lake Lodge
& On The
Verandah / 1 mile

20

21

22

23

24

10
11

12

2

4

5

8

2

  Village SQ

4

5

9

6

8

Ice Cream

3

1

Real Estate

Buyers

Caralina Mtn Br.

Century 21

Chambers

Country Club

Green Mountain

John Cleaveland

John Schiffli

Meadows Mtn.

Prestige Realty

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Beauty

# 1 Nails

All Seasons

Creative Concepts

Head Inovations

Images Unlimited

Mountain Rayz

Pro Nails

Taylor Barnes

The Salon

Home Decor

Acorn’s

Dry Sink

Dutchmans

Out On A Limb

On The Rocks

Shiraz Rugs

Summer House

Twigs The Season

Twigs

Wholesale Down

17
Fressers
Restaurant
 Live Music

3

4

5

1

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

4 5 98

1

2

10

1

2

3

5

6

7

8

9

10

9

8

10

2

5

Northland
Cable TV

7

& Eatery

Old Edwards
    Inn & Spa

4

4

1

2

3

4

5

Lodging

Fire Mountain

Hampton Inn

Highlands Inn

Highlands Suites

Millstone Inn

Mirror Lake Lodge

Mtn. High Lodge

Old Edwards Spa

Skyline Lodge

The Lodge

10

9

5

1

4

7

8

Gem Mining*

7

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

2

3
1

23

Dead End

18

^

6 25

Ice Cream

Cyrano’s*

Comm. Ctr.
BaseBall

9

6

6

10

*
Peak Experiance

Drug Store

  McCulleys

Highlands Falls

*

3

Please support our advertisers - They make this newspaper possible

5

6

3

7

3
Creative

Concepts

>

15

Highlands
Cove

Doors & Windows

ACE HARDWARE

Paint & Artistic Stone

Birdseed & Grills

3

In Town - 3’d & Main

Everything You Need

1

8 Highlands
Photo

Hen
House

*

2

4

4

2

1

6
Shiraz

Reserve now for our Dec. 31 “Realty For Sale” section

Burlingame 6 Miles

*
*

Wildcat CliffsCullasaja Club

3

3

14

14

2

9

9
3

*
Santa

CK Swan

  Wild
Thyme

19

Rosewood
Market

Xmas Trees @

Xmas Trees

ATM*

Highlands
   Office*

( remember your ad is included for FREE in our Internet PDF version)

*Christmas   Tree


