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Tracy Hedden and Gail Garland. Photo by Kim Lewicki

School peers name Hedden
and Garland ‘The Best’

Every year Macon County
school employees honor a teach-
er and a teacher assistant by nam-
ing them “Best of the Year.”

This year, Highlands School
5th grade teacher Tracy Hedden
was named “Teacher of the Year”
and Media Assistant Gail Garland
was named “Teacher Assistant of
the Year.”

“Both the “Teacher of the
Year” and the “Teacher Assistant
of the Year” are nominated and
then voted on by the employees
of the school,” said Highlands
School Principal Brian Jetter.

“That includes teachers, cus-

todians, clerical, and cafeteria
workers. They all vote. We have
two very fine and very worthy
employees who have been voted
by their peers.”

For Hedden, a Highlands
School graduate, being named
Teacher of the Year evokes a lot of
emotions.

“It is very rewarding and
humbling to receive this honor,”
she said. ”It is also very special as
I think of my Granny Baty who
died in 1991. She always encour-
aged me to chase my dreams -- to
reach for the stars. She saw the

At the Wednesday, May 14
Zoning Board meeting, members
deliberated over the issuance of a
Special Use Permit (SUP) to res-
urrect the old Highlands Smoke-
house on U.S. 64 west.

Though everyone was eager to
see the restaurant reopen, the fact
that it is a commercial use in a res-
idential district caused concern
over potential noise.

“The town is at a transition
point subsequent to the passage
of the liquor license concerning
noise potential,” said Chairman
Bill Rethorst. “A rocking band at a
restaurant downtown versus one
in a residential area is the concern
if it becomes an attractive congre-
gation spot, because the game has
changed.”

Owner Charlie Hyland said
the business plan envisions live
music inside the restaurant on Fri-
days and Saturdays and though an
alcoholic beverage bar will be in-
corporated inside the restaurant,
the restaurant is meant to be suit-
able for families.

The outside deck, which is
built around a hemlock, was seen
as a potential gathering place and
potentially a source for noise late
into the evening.

As such, Zoning Administra-
tor Joe Cooley said the board
could put restrictions on the SUP
which would protect area home-
owners.

“As per 501.4 of the Zoning
Ordinance, the Zoning Board of
Adjustment has the power to ap-

Highlands
Smokehouse
to rise again

On-going
• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park, 4-5

p.m., Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays. $5
per class.

• At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital, various exercise classes. Call
Jeanette Fisher at 828-526-1FIT.

Mondays
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec

Park. $3 per person.
Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon

at the Highlands Conference Center.
Wednesdays
• Highlands MountainTop Rotary Club

meets at the Highlands Conference Center
at 7:30 a.m.

• Men’s interdenominational Bible
Study at 8:30 a.m.at First Baptist Church.

Thursdays
• Live Music with Brad Vroon at Fire-

side Restaurant in Wright Square from 6-9
p.m. with Tapas Menu.

Friday & Saturday
• Live music at The Rib Shack every

Friday and Saturday night from 7-10 p.m.
Saturdays
• Live music at Cyprus Restaurant iat

9:30 p.m. $10 cover.
Sundays
• Live Music with Brad Vroon at Fire-

side Restaurant in Wright Square, noon-3
p.m.

Friday-Sunday, May 15-May 18
• HCP’s The Last Night of Ballyhoo at

PAC. 7:30 p.m. and 2:30 Sunday matinee.
Call 526-8084 for tickets.

Thursday, May 15
• Highlands School PTO meeting at 6

p.m.
Friday, May 16
• Join friends of Highlands-Cashiers

Land Trust for a tour of the beautiful “Smith
Gardens.”Contact HCLT by May 15th to sign
up & for info: 526-1111.

Saturday, May 17
• Highlands-Cashiers free health

screenings, for residents of Cashiers, Glen-
ville, and Sapphire at Blue Ridge School.

• The Highlands Plateau Audubon So-
ciety will have a birding field trip to the Lone-
some Valley development in Cashiers. Call
Edwin Pool at 526-2775 or Romney Bathurst
at 526-1939.

• The Highlands Memorial Post 370 of
the American Legion meeting at the High-
lands Civic Center for 9 a.m.Call Ed Jones
at 743-0986.

Sunday, May 18
• Author Joshilyn Jackson booksign-

ing at Cyrano’s Bookshop from 1-3 p.m.
• First Presbyterian Church and WCU

present “A Faculty Showcase Concert” fea-
turing Gamelan, a low tech ensemble at 4
p.m. at the church and it’s free.

• At First Baptist Church, Blue Ridge
Concert at 6:30 p.m.

Even with a proposed tax rate
increase of 2.35 cents to help sup-
port a recommended balanced
budget of $45.9 million for 2008-
2009, Macon County’s tax rate is
still one of the lowest in the state.

At the May 12 Macon Coun-

ty Commission meeting, County
Manager Jack Horton presented
the first draft of the 2008-2009
budget.

“The county is in sound fi-
nancial condition and enjoys the
distinction of having the lowest

property tax rate in the state. Our
fund balance is strong and allows
the county a high degree of confi-
dence when it comes to being pre-
pared for unexpected emergen-
cies, and taking advantage of in-

Property taxes could rise by 2.35 cents

In what it hopes is the final
word on the subject, the Planning
Board outlined another “Display
of Outdoor Merchandise” ordi-
nance at its May 12 meeting.

Before the group began dis-
cussing the matter, Chairman Grif-
fin Bell asked members if they
were in favor of displaying mer-
chandise on private property or if
they were against it. The board was
unanimously in favor of it.

That settled the next issue be-
came regulating the type of mer-
chandise that could be displayed
and defining exactly where it
could be exhibited.

Members agreed that the dis-
play of merchandise had to be ad-
dressed throughout the zoning
districts but different regulations
would apply.

The board suggested objects
couldn’t be displayed within five
feet of an entranceway and that
highly flammable objects and
objects with moveable parts
should be prohibited in the B1
and B2 districts.

In addition, merchandise
hanging on doorways will be pro-
hibited. The board determined the
five-foot clearance around en-

PB dicusses
‘Display’
ordinance

•See DISPLAY page 7
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• LETTERS •

Dear Editor,
Signage can sometimes be

environmentally unfriendly. Large road
signs are often tacky and an eyesore and
usually bought and paid for by big
corporations. I can really understand
concerns on this matter. However, it is
also a free speech constitutional issue. If
you bought the sign and particularly if
you own the property on which it stands,
you should be able to display it with no
fear and no trespassing violations. In fact
signage can even be displayed on public
property under the 1st amendment rights
since the public pays for it with their
taxes.

Here’s the problem of late. We are in
an election year and there is the usual
campaign signs strewed on the sides of
roads and on the lawns of private
property. From my recent experience I
had given out signs for any citizen that
desired to display them as they wish. I
only had six to distribute. I am not afraid
to say they were for my candidate of
choice Barack Obama. In less than two
weeks all the signs were stolen from
private and public property. Now, I’m
very polite politically and would never
dream of doing such a thing even though
I don’t agree with McCain who likes
missiles, WMDs, and bombing innocent
people but I find it appalling that this
side of the aisle also likes to steal signs,
civil rights outlined in the constitution,
and elections. People must agree to
disagree but not break the laws!  To do
such acts you must be really fearful and
confused.

I love that we have freedom of speech
in this country since many people and
countries do not.  Whoever it is that is
preventing it and lowering themselves to
stealing a five-dollar sign I hope you
realize how you are hurting this country.
Perhaps you would like to live outside a
Democratic Republic.

Lee Hodges
Highlands

Signs of the times

Dear Editor,
Have you followed the Mountain

Landscapes Initiative (MLI) story in our
local press? What great promises they
make. We will have a neat, clean, orderly
community, consisting of seven western
counties, because participation by the
people will make the laws MLI draft
righteous.

MLI one step closer
to socialism

Now here is the rest of the story.
The Lawrence Group from St. Louis,

specializing in “New Urban Planning,”
will be conducting the meetings.
Someone from St. Louis is supposed to
tell us how to plan here in the
mountains? Let’s be clear, they will be
preparing land use plans that will impact
our property rights. But how can
environmental groups or non-
government offices like Land Trust for the
Little Tennessee, Western North Carolina
Alliance, Preservation North Carolina,
Cowee Community Development
Organization, or even the Department of
Transportation draft laws that affect us?
What happened to the “people’s voice”
concept. Are special interest groups like
these appropriate to draft laws for us, the
citizens and tax payers? No, they are not!

We need to be clear — the central
planning which MLI proposes is directly
opposite to our present model of
property rights and property
management. Why are we being offered a
new model when there is nothing wrong
with the present one? Central planning
like this has been tried over and over but
always comes to an unsatisfactory end.
America was not founded on socialism.

All of this begs the question. Why did
our commissioners pay Mountain
Landscapes Initiative, a non
governmental organization, $10,000 to

write laws that will have a serious impact
on our property rights and not require
any accountability? Further, MLI was not
voted in so it cannot be vetoed out.
Which, in my opinion, makes them very
dangerous as they will be around
indefinitely, chiseling away at our
property rights.

Norman Roberts
Franklin

Dear Editor,
I’m writing in response to Norm

Roberts’ letter concerning the Mountain
Landscape Initiative in this issue. We’re
looking forward to him and everyone else
with an interest in the future of
communities in the region stopping by
the University Center at WCU to check
out the charrette in person. Here’s where
they’ll find the schedules for the main
workshop in Cullowhee and the satellite
charrettes in Cashiers and Cowee —
along with the background, history, and
regular updates of the “Tool Box” effort:
www.mountainlandscapesnc.org. As you
know, everything is open to everyone all

Paving the way to
understanding the

Mountain
Landscapes Initiative

the time.
His letter-to-the-editor gives me the

impression I’ve failed to explain
adequately what the project is about. I
took a shot at that explanation previously
via email in December. In those emails, I
invited him to peruse the original Request
for Proposal we sent out to prospective
consulting teams so he would know
exactly what we expected from the
process. That RFP, by the way, is on the
website under “Resources.”

I think everything we’ve done since
December — the 70 interviews with
citizens for the “Seeking Balance”
documentary (also on the website) and
the eight community meetings in April
that shaped the agenda for the May
charrette — backs up what we’ve said all
along about the MLI process. Specifically,
that the “Tool Box” that will come out of
this process will represent what experts,
including long-time builders and
developers in the region, consider best
practices for site preparation, road
building, development, and planning in
the mountains. But it will not, by itself,
have the force of law.

County and town governments are
contributing to the process and can use
the opportunity to develop codes and
ordinances as they see fit. I suspect some
will and some won’t. But at the very least,
we will have a chance to get everybody at
the table to talk about what constitutes
good approaches to developing in the
mountains and what rules seem
appropriate.

But please let me know how I can be
more clear about the project’s base in
citizens’ and elected officials’ requests for
help, about its inclusive process, and
about the strictly voluntary application of
the tools for planning and development
we expect to research and refine, with
citizen help, over the next week.

Ben Brown
Communications Director, MLI

Franklin

Dear Editor,
Well, that certainly was a mean

spirited piece of work Matthew Eberz
wrote about Don Swanson in the May 8
edition. It is most unusual that one reads
a column attacking other columnists of
the same newspaper. I guess I shouldn’t
be too surprised though, loyalty and
respect in America has become a thing of
the past.

•See LETTERS page 17

Paper did wrong by
columnist
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• MILESTONES •

• OBITUARY •
Ruth Virginia Nausbaum

Ruth Virginia Nausbaum, age 92, of Highlands, NC, died Monday, May 5, 2008
at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital after a short illness. She was a native of Lakewood,
Ohio, a suburb of Cleveland, and the daughter of Harriett and Gustav Braun.

She was a neighbor, playmate and schoolmate of John Otto Nausbaum, whom
she married in 1937. They were married for 71 years. During World War II, when
Otto was in Europe, Ruth worked as a lathe operator making valves for war aircraft
engines. She later became a sterling silver buyer for an exclusive gift shop in
Cleveland. After retiring, she was a homemaker and dog handler in addition to
gardener in the many homes she and Otto built, including two in central Mexico.
She was also a very talented artist.

Ruth is survived by her husband John Otto Nausbaum, a niece from Tennessee,
a niece and nephew from Ohio, and her extended family at Chestnut Hill of Highlands.

A memorial service will be held later at Chestnut Hill. Memorials can be made to
the Chestnut Hill Remembrance Fund, PO Box 40, Highlands, NC 28741. Bryant-
Grant Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. Online condolences may be made
by visiting www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Frances-Elizabeth Signorelli
Frances-Elizabeth Signorelli, 87 of St. Augustine, FL died peacefully in her sleep on

May 13, 2008 at Bayview Pavilion. Signorelli moved from Highlands, N.C. to St. Augustine
to be near her daughter subsequent to her husband, Louie’s death in 1999.

Signorelli is survived by four adult children, Sam Brooks of Washington, DC, Burke
Biow of Houston, Texas, Dr. Annabel Brooks of St. Augustine, Fl. and Ernest Alfred
(Buddy) Brooks of Flagstaff, Arizona and too many cherished and loving friends to site
individually. The family requests that in lieu of flowers donations be made to Hospice,
an organization Signorelli volunteered with in Key West.

Signorelli, along with her husband Louie turned their oceanfront Victorian home at
700 Waddell Avenue in Key West Florida into the now infamous Louie’s Backyard, a five
star restaurant frequented by celebrities near and far.

Signorelli has enthralled readers with her humorous, thought provoking columns
for eighty years through a light-hearted journalistic career, gliding from her native
Carlsbad, New Mexico to the Permian Basin oil fields of West Texas to Washington, DC
to Key West, FL., Highlands, N.C., and St. Augustine, FL.

Signorelli’s Lightning column in the St. Augustine Record, Go Tell It On The Mountain
in Highlands and a society column in The Key West Citizen featured interesting
personalities — some real, some imaginary. Signorelli’s novel, Human Foibles written in
1989 has experienced a rebirth and resurgence as new readers are discovering the delicious
whimsy embedded in ever-so-recognizable romps through this world and others.

One of Signorelli’s last columns in the St. Augustine Record captures her gift of spirit
and language poignantly, “I suppose real old age begins when one looks backwards,
rather than forward. I believe that someone is beautiful and sweet, and that by thinking,
it makes it so. Never contradict. Never explain, Never apologize. Those are the secrets of
a happy life.”

VanHook-Schrey
earns Doctorate of

Education
Long time English teacher of High-
lands School and the incoming prin-
cipal of the Blue Ridge School Early
College High School, Beverly
VanHook-Schrey was presented her
doctorate during the May 10 cer-
emony at Western Carolina Univer-
sity. Her dissertation was entitled “An
Investigation of Computer Technol-
ogy Integration and Factors that In-
fluence Technology Integration in
N.C.’s Secondary English Language
Arts Classrooms.” VanHook is cur-
rently assistant principal  at the Blue
Ridge School in Jackson County.

• MILESTONES •

April Hicks, Highlands School
graduate 2006 earned Dean’s List
honors for the fall semester 2007.
April is enrolled in Western Carolina
University’s Honors College and is
pursuing a major in Elementary
Education with a concentration in
English.

Hicks continues to
make the mark
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• LAUGHING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback
is encouraged!

email:
askfredanything@aol.com

828-743-5451 Village Square in Sapphire

HomePlace Blinds & Design Of Sapphire Valley
Custom Window Coverings – Heritance® hardwood shutters
 Duette® honeycomb shades, Country Woods® Collection™

Custom Closet Systems , Unique Home Accessories

• OUTDOOR - INDOOR REMODEL-RENEW •

If it goes on the floor,
we’ll bring it to your door!

Carpet – Vinyl – Hardwood – Ceramic

Specializing in Commercial and Residential

Daniel & Brenda
Hamilton Call: (828) 349-9009 or 342-1740

Dan, Dan, The Carpet Man

WILHITES of Walhalla
Drapery, Upholstery, Fashion & Quilting Fabric

Waverly • Braemore • P Kaufman
Swavelle • Richloom • Barrow

Open Mon.-Fri. • 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. • 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
851 Highlands Highway, Walhalla, SC

864-638-8498 or toll-free: 800-444-5743

Write this statement
down, then put it
in your pocket

and then take it to the
bank. It will take a
minimum of four
employees to replace
Richard Betz. Now that
may sound like I’m a huge
Betz fan but would you
believe I hardly know the
guy? I’m thinking about
his track record and my
tax money here.

What I do know
about government
function is that all
governments take a guy
like Mister Richard, workhorse, Betz and
run them ragged until they’re exhausted.
Without knowing for sure, I’m bettin’ that
Richard has wanted to quit a dozen times
but never said a word to anyone. He
stayed on because, first off, he needed a
job, but more, he is a workhorse who
loves Highlands. The key phrase here is
LOVES HIGHLANDS. You can bet that
attribute is about to disappear. Write that
down also.

The departure of Richard is huge.
Hiring a town manager is huge. Changing
our form of government is double huge.
It is the transformation of our tiny little
functioning village into a city that will
become something else. What it becomes
remains to be seen. It is also a scary time
because our past track record for hiring
outside cone-heads to run things around
here is dismal. Puleeeese, don’t ask me to
list them all because it’s much too
embarrassing. By the way, what is Larry
Gantenbein up to these days?

First of all, let me tell you what my
definition of a cone-head is, just in case
you’ve been living on Mars and don’t
read my stuff. Not only do cone-heads
give out scrambled eggs to kids on
Halloween night, they try to emulate
mountain folks so as to give the
appearance they really do love this place
and know what they’re doing. In reality
they don’t give a hoot (ha) about us. It
takes our outside cone-heads a while to
realize that they really don’t belong. They
are usually well educated and well spoken
but don’t have the common sense to stay
home during an ice storm. They stick
around a year or two and move on,
usually leaving Highlands in worse shape
than they found it. Whose idea was it for
two-hour parking, anyway? Where is that
guy?

A cone-head is also a
person who is qualified for
the job, but, because of his
or her salary offer, goes
into sticker shock when
looking for housing, then
winds up living in Georgia
in Clayton or Dillard.

At this point, I guess
you’re thinking I’m not
too fond of cone-heads
but nothing could be
further from the truth. The
world could not function
without them. At the risk
of sounding practical, I
have a short list of
attributes the Town Board

should consider before hiring a manager.
The first question to ask is why is the

applicant out of work and how long did
he last in his past five jobs? I just hate it
when I’m practical, but that question is
huge. Did he ever keep a job for 26 years?
Next, how long has he or she lived in
Highlands before applying for the job. If
they have lived in Highlands for five years
or more but travel to another city to be
city manager where they have worked for
26 years, then they may be qualified for
the job. Oops, only kidding on that one.
Next, does the guy have a sense of
humor? We all know Betz has a great
sense of humor. How else could he have
tolerated a zillion zany Town Boards,
committees, special interest groups and
mayors for all those years and still be
here. And last, this is huge also, is he
willing to take telephone calls at 3 a.m.
about the barking dog across the street
from the caller?

I am hoping the Town Board is wise
enough to ask Richard to be a major part
of the selection process. I am also hoping
the Town Board is wise enough to ask
Richard to stay on with our new manager
as an advisor for at least six months so we
don’t have friction. Are you aware there
will be friction? Nice little towns with
strong mayor types of government don’t
easily make the transition well. There will
be friction.

Hmmm, actually why don’t we just
throw the whole process in the trash and
hire Betz as our new town manager?
Nah…that’s much too practical. Besides,
he’s much to smart to take the job.

• Who is the lady that haunts Fred’s
memory? Read his book, I’m Moving
Back to Mars.

Place your ‘Betz’

American Upholstery
We Repair Furniture from frame
Residential or Commercial • 37 Years Experience

Free Estimates • Free Pick-up and Delivery
Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
102 S. College Street • (864) 638-9661

P.O. Box 593
Walhalla, SC 29691

Don’s Hardwood Flooring
WHOLESALE PRICING

Selling DIRECT to Builders, Contractors and Installers
• Solid Wood & Pre-engineered  • All Species

828-226-0886

and carpets, too!

First Quality Purses, Jewelry,
Pottery, Glass and More

50% OFF SALE this weekend at:

2820 Dillard Road • 828-526-0229
Friday & Saturday • 10-5
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Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

Signature Hair Designs for  Men &  Women

Barbara, Gale & Van • 526-0349 • Open  Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

(828) 526-4192
460 Dillard Road Village • Highlands Creek Village

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. • Monday by appt.

Patricia Barnes • Master Cosmetologist
Caprita Barnes • Master Cosmetologist

Sharon Taylor • Massage Therapist
Justin Taylor • Ace Certified Personal Trainer

NC LMBT #1429

• SALONS & SPAS •

at 526-3939
549 E. Main St.

– Upper L
evel 

–
The Falls on Main

Tracy, Joe, Lacy Jane, Heather, Stephanie, Pat and Whitney

Creative Concepts Salon

Hours:Tues-Fri: 9-5, Mon & Sat: 9-5

Specializing in Designer and
Contemporary Cuts and
European Hair Color.

Parking on Church Street and Valet Parking
available at Old Edwards Inn.

(828) 526-9887
4th and Church Street Highlands, NC

We proudly offer Aveda hair care
products.

NOW OPEN
Topline Tire & Auto

ASE Certified
Domestic & foreign vehicles

“The friendliest, cleanest, most professional shop you’ll
find for all your automotive repair and service needs.”

“We fix it right the first time!”

526-5552 2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

Have something to sell under $1,000?
List it in our CLASSIFIEDS for FREE!

828-526-8832

MASSAGE THERAPY – NCLMBT
FACIALS • MICRODERMABRASION
CUSTOM PEELS • REIKI • WAXING

GIFTS

Images Unlimited
Salon

Hair care, nail care & tanning

225 Spring Street • Highlands
828-526-9477

• Complete line of office
supplies

• Laminating • Fax Service
• Greeting Cards

• Laser paper
• Ink Cartridges

87 Highlands Plaza
526-3379

FAX: 526-3309

“It’s good to do business in Highlands”

More than 20,000
people were reported
dead following a

cyclone in Myanmar. More
than 40,000 remain missing,
most of them probably sucked
out to sea by receding waters,
and as many as a million may
be homeless. If international
aid estimates are correct,
thousands more many perish
from starvation and water
borne diseases.

An earthquake recently
struck China. Nine thousand
died in a single county. They
must have some enormous
counties in China. The tsunami of
December 26, 2004 killed more than a
quarter of a million people. The
destruction and loss of life was so massive
and so sudden that I remember the date. I
can’t think of another natural disaster
whose date I can recall. I remember
December 7, 1941, November 22, 1963,
and September 11, 2001, but none of
those tragedies was “natural.”
Earthquakes in Pakistan in 2005 claimed
nearly 75,000 lives.

When I hear such awful tolls, I’m not
surprised that the events occurred in
developing countries. Of course
“developing” usually means
undeveloped, but is less pejorative and
hence more acceptable. Poor countries
are ripe for such astounding loss. They
lack rigid building codes.
Communication systems to warn
populations of impending disasters and
roads for evacuation and to bring needed
supplies are often lacking.
Emergency planning and response are
inadequate or nonexistent. Sophisticated
medical care is unavailable in poor
countries, as are supplies of food and
water for emergency response. It’s hard to
lay aide stores of provisions for an
emergency when starvation is a daily
threat. In countries where staying alive is
a full time job, where survival is a daily
struggle, it doesn’t take much of an event
to tip the scales from life to death.
Because these countries and their people
are so poor and so plentiful, a few
thousand or a few hundred thousand
seem more dispensable, death a constant
fact of life. 

Governments generally lack the
resources and sometimes the will to
protect their citizens. Life is cheaper
where poverty is deeper. The carnage is
often hundreds or thousands of times
greater in a third world country than
the toll resulting from a natural disaster
of similar magnitude in the first world.
When an earthquake struck the San
Francisco bay area during a World Series

game in 1989, only 40
people perished. In our
country, we see image of
massive devastation and
learn that only six people
died, usually in a trailer park.

I think that fact explains
why Hurricane Katrina, with
its massive loss of
life, remains such a stain on
our national soul. How
could we have been so ill
prepared? How could so
many have suffered and
died? Why did all levels of
government fail so miserably
in the first responsibility of

government, to protect its citizens? It is
not as if the storm were a surprise. The
National Oceanographic and Aeronautic
Administration, the nation’s
weatherman, had predicted a direct hit
on New Orleans, and, in a doom’s day
scenario, accurately predicted the ravages
of the storm. President Bush, who
apparently wasn’t watching CNN that
day, later said that no one could have
anticipated the destructive force of the
storm. Most disturbing to me were
images of bloated bodies floating in
flooded streets and dazed survivors
struggling through chest deep
water in scenes that looked very much
liked pictures from the third world.

We will perhaps never know if the
failures were the result of massive
incompetence or utter disregard for our
poorest citizens. Whatever the
explanation for the tragedy, it is safe to
say that never has so little been
done with so much by so many. I think
of Katrina and resist the urge to judge the
pitiful relief efforts of those nations who
find themselves victims of acute
catastrophe superimposed upon chronic
despair.

Life is ‘cheap’ in the third world
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• REFLECTIONS FROM TURTLE POND •

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

See BRUGGER page 30

Last week a courageous
woman died. I had
never heard of her before reading

her obituary. Her name was Mildred
Loving, and she was of mixed Native
American and African blood. She grew up
in Virginia. She married her childhood
sweetheart right after high school.

And they lived happily ever
after…except for one small detail. Her
husband was a white man and the year
was 1958.

Reportedly, Mr. and Mrs. Loving were
in bed on the night of July 11, 1958 when
the county sheriff barged into their
bedroom and arrested them. The couple
had married in Washington, D.C., and
under Virginia law, a marriage between
people of different races was illegal — it
didn’t matter whether the ceremony was
performed in or outside Virginia.

Virginia’s law, the Racial Integrity Act,
had been on the books since 1662,
adopted a year after Maryland enacted the
first such statute. The word for mixed-race
marriage is “miscegenation,” and at one
time or another, 38 states had laws
barring marriages between races; in 1958

Constitution’s equal protection clause:
“We have consistently denied the
constitutionality of measures which
restrict the rights of citizens on account of
race.”

Though the Supreme Court’s
decision established that miscegenation
laws were unconstitutional, Southern
states were slow to change their
constitutions; Alabama became the last
state to do so, in 2000. Today, according
to the Census Bureau, there are 4.3
million interracial couples in the nation.

American race relations have been in
the news lately. Barack Obama was
embarrassed by his preacher and gave
what was widely called his “race speech.”
Many people have been saying it’s finally
time for Americans to have a “national
conversation about race.” (Remember
Trent Lott calling for that conversation
after his birthday salute to Strom
Thurmond in 2002? Strom Thurmond
had run for President in 1948 under a
platform that declared in part, “We stand
for the segregation of the races and the
racial integrity of each race,” and Lott said

Loving v Virginia
16 states banned them. State
and federal courts consistently
upheld the prohibitions until
1948, when the California
Supreme Court overturned
California’s law.

After Mr. Loving spent a
night in jail and his wife
several more, the couple
pleaded guilty. Caroline
County Circuit Court Judge
Leon M. Bazile sentenced
them to a year’s
imprisonment, to be
suspended if they left the state for the
next 25 years. They could return to see
family but only if they came alone; they
could not be in Virginia together. Judge
Bazile ruled, “Almighty God created the
races white, black, yellow, malay and red,
and he placed them on separate
continents. And but for the interference
with his arrangement there would be no
cause for such marriages. The fact that he
separated the races shows that he did not
intend for the races to mix.”

The Lovings moved to
Washington, D.C. but five
years later, while visiting her
mother, they were arrested
again for traveling together.
Mrs. Loving, who had been
following the civil rights
legislation, wrote a letter to
Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy to find out if the
new laws would allow the
couple to travel freely. He
wrote her back and suggested
she contact the American

Civil Liberties Union, which took her
case to the Supreme Court.

In 1967 the Supreme Court ruling in
the case struck down the last segregation
laws to remain on the books — those
requiring separation of the races in
marriage. The ruling was unanimous, its
opinion written by Chief Justice Earl
Warren. In Loving v. Virginia (how
wonderful and perfect that the plaintiff’s
name is ‘loving!’), Warren wrote that
miscegenation laws violated the

• A tour and 6 nights for 6 people at an Italian-style villa in Napa
• Rare and large format wines
• Wine-themed paintings
• Private dinner for 5 by Mike Tuohy of Atlanta’s Woodfire Grill

– $125 – $100

Auction items include:
• Pinot tasting by Scott Roddy at cabins at Half-Mile Farm
• “Zin and the ART of Q” dinner for 10  at the soon-to-be-opened
   Highlands Smoke House
• The Bascom’s soon-to-be-famous wine raffle

28 Pages: 1, 3, 6, 14, 15, 23, 26, 28
32 Pages:          1-3-6-18, 19, 27-30-32
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• HIGHLANDS EATERIES •
Buck’s Coffee Cafe

Open 7 days a week
7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Coffee, tea, wine,
pastries, sandwiches

384 Main Street

Pescado’s Burritos
In the middle of 4th St.

...on the hill
Open for lunch Mon-Sat
Open for dinner Mon-Fri

526-9313

SportsPage

Sandwich Shoppe

314 Main Street • 526-3555

Mon.-Sat.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Desserts • Loaded Baked

Potatoes

High Country Cafe

526-0572
Cashiers Road next to the
Community Bible Church

Breakfast & Lunch
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m

Sunday through Friday

Down
home

favorites
everyday!

Serving Lunch
Wednesday-Sunday

11am—3pm

Now delivering in town and to
the hospitalal

Don Leon’s Cafe

30 Dillard Road, 526-1600

Great Food – any time of day
Soup, Salad, Sandwich
Evening Hot Meals

• Coffee Cappuccinos, Lattes
• Wine and Beer
• Delectable Desserts
• Incredible Ice Cream & Yogurt
• Wireless Hotspot

Open 9am - 4 pm
Thurs, Fr, Sat, ‘till 8 pm

Closed Wednesday
Mountain Brook Center

(828) 526-9822

Stop in for slow-cooked BBQ, Ribs,
Fried Chicken, Hot Wings and other
Southern favorites that’ll have you

asking for more!

461 Spring Street • 526-2626

LUNCH
&

DINNER
CATERING

NEW! Live Music every Friday &
Saturday night from 7-10 p.m.!

“We offer quick service,
not fast food”

Burgers • BBQ • Hotdogs •
Reubens • Onion Rings • Fries
Ice cream • and much more!

“Great food at the best
prices in town! Courteous,

friendly and fast”

Corner of 4th & Spring streets
Open Year Round

, 26, 28

Be aware
of new

stop sign
There is now a 3-way

stop sign on the hill at
the intersection of First
and Oak streets. Motor-

ists coming up the hill
from Main Street used to

have the right-of-way,
but no more. Now

everyone must stop.

•See TAXES page 18

... TAXES continued from page 1
vestment opportunities that generate reve-
nue keeping the property tax rate down.
This and a solid and consistent tax collec-
tion rate, contributes to an excellent bond
rating for the county.”

In his budget message, Horton empha-
sized highlights and challenges in next
year’s spending plan. On the revenue side
he said the county continues to grow, but
due to changes in the local regional and
national economy, he doesn’t expect the
growth to be as brisk as it has been in re-
cent years.

“In terms of the tax base, we expect a
growth of about 2.6% or approximately
$567,000. This will help cover some of the
increased operational cost of the county
and the agencies and institutions that de-
pend on county funding. But to cover the
new debt service needed for the school cap-
ital improvements we will have to adjust
the current tax rate by 2.35 cents bringing
it to 26.85 cents,” he said.

The school capital improvement
projects include the new 5-6 school, expan-
sion of East Franklin Elementary, a new
building for the Early College High School

and the replacement of a roof and addi-
tional bathrooms at the Highlands School.

The total cost of the projects is $25
million with debt service running a little
over $2 million a year.

“We are confident that even with the
tax rate adjustment, Macon will still boast
one of the lowest, if not the lowest proper-
ty tax rates in the state,” he said.

Furthermore, he said the proposed
budget includes a fund balance appropria-
tion of $2.39 million which is less than the
fund balance appropriation over the past
two years.

Horton said sales tax collections will
increase this year, but the county will loose
50% of its Article 44 ½-cent sales tax be-
ginning Oct. 1 and the state will withhold
a portion of the county’s Article 39 ½-cent
sales tax and remit it to the county’s mu-
nicipalities – Highlands and Franklin – to
make up for the loss of Article 44 sales tax.

“This is a result of the new Medicaid
relief plan approved by the General Assem-
bly last year. The state will assume 50% of
the county’s Medicaid cost beginning July

tranceways would address clothing being
hung on doors. Merchandise must also be
taken in at night if applicable.

Businesses in B3, B4 and B5 would be
subject to everything proposed in the B1
and B2 but with additional setback require-
ments – nothing can be displayed within
10 feet of the right-of-way. Planning Direc-
tor Joe Cooley said that is generally con-
sidered the edge of the pavement of the

road.
It was also decided that owners who

want to display merchandise outside must
get a permit from the Planning Director.

“Obtaining a permit will educate mer-
chants as to what’s allowed to be displayed
and what’s not and about the regulations,”
said member Linda Clark.

The Town Board will hear the proposed
ordinance at the May 21 meeting.

... DISPLAY continued from page 1



• HIS & HERS •

Michelle Mead & John Armor
michiemead@aol.com
John_Armor@yale.edu

Those of you who
are regular readers
of this column

already know that I have
been working as John’s
campaign manager in
his recent run for
Congress. For the last
several months, the
dishes have piled up in
the sink, the laundry has
gotten done (but never
made it to dressers and
closets upstairs), I’ve
missed my beloved
Writers Group meetings on Thursdays,
and subsisted on fast food and late
dinners. Essentially, my life has been on
hold. The good news is that now I have
my life back. The bad news is that John
lost the election.

When I was a little girl, I would
occasionally have periods of sadness
which would overwhelm me. I would go
to my father, and say, “Daddy, I’ve got the
mopes.” What I’m going through now
feels like a super, duper case of the
mopes. I wish it were as easy to snap out
of this as it was in childhood.

It’s very difficult to spend so much of
your time, energy and passion on a
project whose outcome is not crowned in
victory. I don’t even remember deciding
to be a campaign manager – there was
just a job to be done, I stepped in, and
did it. Some of you may remember years
ago when the former Governor Connelly
of Texas went bankrupt. The contents of
his mansion were displayed on the lawn
of his home, with price tags on each piece
of furniture, lamp, or painting. They
asked his wife, Nelly, if this experience of
hardship wasn’t going to make her a
better person. “I was as good as I wanted
to be,” she quipped. I think I know how
she felt.

I played hooky for a few days
recently, and went to my 35th college
reunion with my mother. We answered
the usual college reunion questions –
where we live, marital status, kids, jobs,
etc. Somehow campaign manager didn’t
seem like an obvious choice for a French
Literature major. While I felt guilty about
taking time off so close to the election,
what a relief it was not to be tracking
information on the Internet, keeping up
with the latest editorials, Letters to the
Editor, and worst of all, ugly e-mails full
of lies, half-truths and innuendo. I’d
always know that politics was a nasty
business, but John’s run for Congress has
still been a real eye-opener. It had never
occurred to me that folks could say things
which were deliberately untrue, and have

them quoted as if they
were the Gospel.

Some of these
things were political.
Some were personal.
Among the more
unsavory comments
were snide remarks
that John has greasy
hair (not so, I insist on
that one!) or that he
wears cheap suits (I
offered to send them
photocopies of our Jos.
A. Banks bills). While

it seemed perfectly normal for people not
to agree with John, or to share his
political ideas, the personal digs were
particularly snide and hurt deeply. They
even commented on my weight, hitting
both the fiancée and the campaign
manager with one low blow.

When people say nasty things about
you, the natural instinct is to avoid those
people. When you are put in the presence
of those people over and over, it’s wearing
and depressing. Waking up at 2 a.m.,
turning real and imagined injustices over
in my mind, got to be a normal
occurrence. Popping Tums like Tic-tacs
was another unpleasant side effect, the
product of junk food on the campaign
trail and debate nerves. I got used to
looking at myself in the mirror, and
seeing a tired, worn-out lady.

Now, as suddenly as it began, John
and I are back to normal, or rather, we’re
getting back to getting back to normal.
Which brings up the next nerve-wracking
issue – we have a wedding to organize in
less than a month. The invitations are
here, the church is booked, the caterer is
chosen, we have a wonderful
photographer, but so much remains to be
done. The invitations have to be stuffed,
addressed, and mailed; the menu has to
be finalized; the flowers have to be
ordered. We have our beautiful wedding
rings (special thanks to Ted), but neither
John nor I has a clue about a wedding
license. Do we get ours in Highlands or
Franklin? Do we need to get a blood test?
Do we have to show proof of sanity?

Being a 57-year-old bride presents its
own set of challenges. I’ve never been a
particularly girly girl, but I don’t want to
look at our wedding photos and wince.
My wedding dress is simple, but elegant.
I’m not trying to look like a blushing 23-
year-old, which would be beyond
ridiculous. I have wedding shoes you can
actually walk in without hobbling. My
hair remains impossible – baby-fine and
incapable of doing anything besides

•See HIS & HERS page 30

Post Election Letdown
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• ANTIQUES & FURNITURE •

May Hours: Fri.-Sun. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Corner of Spring & 3rd streets

Featuring a large selection of antique
Chintz china, antiques &

home accessories Chintz &
CompanyNew this season, our CONSIGNMENT

SHOP on the 2nd floor.
Call 526-5984 or 526-4222 for details!

215 S. 4th Street• “On the Hill”
828-526-2080

Plus, Fine China, Glass, and
Furniture

Sterling Silver Pattern
Matching

Beautiful Jewelry, too!

Advertise in the
weekly

publication that the
buying public reads!

Call 526-0782 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com

At Ck Swan and Harllee Gallery, you will find 18th
to 21st century decorative furnishings, accessories

and eccentricities, along with original arts and
crafts by regional and national artists.

 828-526-2083
At the corner of Hwy. 64 east & Pine Street, Highlands

The

Summer
houSe

Antiques ~ Accessories ~
Gifts ~ Upholstery ~

Large Selection of Bedding

Home of

Tiger mounTain
WoodWorkS

Custom Handcrafted Furniture

The PanTry
Decorative Accessories for Kitchens

and Keeping Rooms

Open Year Round
828-526-5577

2089 Dillard Road Highlands, NC
(2 miles from Main Street)

www.summerhousehighlands.com

Do we have English
Transferware?

Oh, yes!

• ANOTHER POV •

Matthew G. Eberz
Feedback is
encouraged

Email:
mgeberz@verizon.net

•See ANOTHER POV page 26

Congress shall make
no law respenting
(preventing) the

establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the
people to peaceably
assemble; and to petition
the government for redress
of grievances.

The above is the First
Amendment to the
Constitution of the United
States, a document that is
the cornerstone of American
freedoms. Born of the tyranny of English
rule and the oppression those early
settlers lived under, the foundering
fathers created this incredible document
that remains the envy of all those wishing
to be free. Sometimes however, we begin
to take for granted what others have
earned for us.

In the late eighties, I returned to the
U.S. after a five-year military assignment
in Europe. My children were so young
when we left the states that they had little
memory of home, its customs, laws, and
people for that matter. I had toyed with
the idea of staying longer in Europe but
decided to bring them home thinking it
was time for the kids to get to know
America better. We landed in
Philadelphia, picked up the car at the
port and we were immediately enroute to
our new assignment in Chicago. Driving
across the interstate I saw a sign,
“Welcome to Ohio” and alerted the kids
that we were entering a new state. My
young daughter, so very familiar with
European travel restrictions and the
consequences of attempting to illegally
cross a border, quickly yelled, “Where is
my passport!” If I had lingering doubts
about staying longer in Europe they all
vanished in that moment.

If I want to, I can move to any state
in the union. I have the freedom to live in
the hustle and bustle of New York City, or
in wild Las Vegas, or in the gentleness of
Highlands, North Carolina. I am an
American and I am free to be what I am
wherever I choose to call home. I am free
to speak my pleasure or displeasure of the
state of the world without fear of
government retaliation. In colonial
Boston, men using sturdy wooden boxes
used to ship soap, would stand in the
streets on those soap boxes and profess
their point of views to anyone who would
listen (hence the birth of the phrase ‘Get

down off your soap box.’)
With changes in
technology, that basic
freedom of speech has
been extended to books,
newspapers and the
Internet.

After the tragedies of 9/
11, the government
revealed that the
conspirators used the
Internet and phone systems
to coordinate their
activities. Within a month
a 245-page piece of
legislation that most of our
legislators approved

without reading, and 99 percent of us
have no clue what it contained, was
passed into law. This series of new
government powers (National Security
Letters) enables federal agencies to
secretly gather phone, bank, and Internet
records without a court order or a grand
jury subpoena. Those that approve of
this new power often say to me, “I’m not
doing anything wrong so if it catches the
bad guys, why not?” That logic just
doesn’t work for me. Listening to my
personal calls? How many of us
remember how angry we were as
teenagers when we caught our mothers
listening to our phone calls. We were
really angry, we considered it a major
violation of our personal lives — and she
was our mother!

Just to add to the controversy there is
a gag law on the execution of National
Security Letters. It states that if you are
issued a letter, and the government
searches your home you cannot speak of
it to anyone. Let me repeat that for effect.
If the FBI were to come to your home,
let’s say because they got your name
confused with another person’s name,
and searched your personal things,
investigated your bank accounts, sought
out what books you read at the library,
found nothing, left, and you spoke of it
to anyone you have committed a felony.
How is that right?

Maybe I am making too much of
this. How often could they have executed
those letters anyway? It is about terrorism
and terrorists, and how many could there
have been in the U.S. to check? Ten? One
hundred? Five Hundred? Try 143,000
between 2003 and 2005, and 49,000 last
year.

People talk of the “Slippery Slope” of
the infringement on personal freedoms,
and that once it starts it could snowball.

The slippery slope of personal
infringement

PaTio & Porch

Visit Our Sale Room
for

Irresistible Savings!
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• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

On Log Cabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 • 526-3380

Open for Dinner
5:30 until
Wed.-Sun.

(Closed Mon. & Tues.)
Reservations appreciated

The Log Cabin Restaurant

Fireside Restaurant
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 10am–Brunch; 11am–Lunch; 4:30–Dinner

Saturday: 9am–Brunch; 11am–Lunch; 4:30–Dinner
Sunday: 9am–Brunch; 11am-3pm, Lunch

Live Music with Brad Vroon: Thurs 6-9pm with Tapas Menu
Live Music with Brad Vroon: Sunday noon-3pm

Closed Wednesday • 526-3636 • Wright Square Main Street

Ristorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante Paoletti
Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Dinner Nightly from 5:30 Reservations: 526.4906

Flat Mountain Rd.
Call 526-2121 for reservations

Skyline Lodge
& Restaurant

Dinner Friday & Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
Breakfast Sat. and Sun. 8-11 a.m.

Sunday Brunch until 2 p.m.

Hal Philips at the piano Fri. & Sat. 7-9 p.m.
Also: Loose Moose – Full Service Bar

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center • 526-4429

Live Music Saturdays

International Cuisine
Cyprus (now serving mixed drinks & beer)

Dinner: 5-9 nightly

Lunch Mon-Sat 11 a.m to 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Mon-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.

108 Main Street • 526-2706

• COACH’S CORNER •

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

Every year at about
this time I find my
self glued more and

more to the television dur-
ing the evening. It could
be because this is the start
of the lazy days of sum-
mer, but I also attribute
this to the number of NBA
and NHL playoff games
that are televised during
this time of year. While I
have already attempted
(failed miserably?) to con-
vince you to tune into the NBA playoffs
(which have been fantastic), now it is
time for me to work some marketing ge-
nius for hockey.

(Quick NBA aside…did you realize
that out of the four top players in the
NBA Kobe, Lebron, Duncan and Chris
Paul -- only two went to college and those
two both attended…Wake Forest? Totally
off subject, but still worth mentioning.)

I’ve been a fan of hockey for many
years now, starting in high school with
the Pittsburgh Penguins and continuing
on to my college days with the Carolina
Hurricanes. (Hey, don’t judge me -- the
Hurricanes didn’t even exist when I was
in high school, which contrary to my stu-
dents’ beliefs, wasn’t all that long ago.)

Again, as with the NBA, my love of
hockey does not really show up until the
postseason, where there is no such thing
as ties/OT losses, etc., that mar the regular
season standings.

While the hockey regular season can
be boring and confusing to casual fans,
the actual hockey itself can also be wa-
tered down during the regular season
grind. The caveat to this was during my
college days when we could go to the Ra-
leigh Entertainment and Sports Arena on
weeknights and watch hockey on the
cheap. As with almost any other sport
(except the NBA, where regular season
games are much more boring in person
than they are at home) it was a terrific at-
mosphere live at the ESA (now the RBC
center) and something that every sports
fan should take the opportunity to go
and see if you are ever in the RTP area.
(Don’t miss Ric Flair on the jumbotron
after every goal -- WOOOOO!) Playoff
hockey is a completely different animal
than the regular season, where every mis-
take is magnified and the hitting is much
harder. Also, with the playoffs, you also
get the added bonus of sudden death
overtime, which separates hockey from
most of the other major sports. There is a

major “edge of your seat”
factor when regulation
ends and you head into
sudden death overtime --
and it certainly not quite
like any other sport in that
respect.

The only problem
with playoff hockey, and
the rest of the NHL at this
point, is the lack of major
television coverage. The
hockey strike of several
years ago destroyed much

of the NHL’s presence in the United States
media and has relegated the playoffs and
regular season to the Versus network. It’s
not that Versus does a terrible job with
the presentation, I actually like their de-
cidedly non-ESPN style commentary and
delivery, it is that the Versus network is
not a major cable channel and therefore
is unavailable to many parts of the popu-
lation.

There have been a few games on
NBC during the weekend afternoons, but
that is not enough media presence to
build back the audience that hockey
should have in a country like the United
States. Gary Bettman needs to seriously
consider finding a way to get hockey back
on ESPN or a major network if he wants
his league to be a part of the major sports
universe in the United States.

It is my hope that fans who are not as
lucky or can not afford Versus can influ-
ence the NHL to return to a broadcast
network or a major cable channel (like
TNT or TBS) that can cater to a larger au-
dience and increase the popularity of the
NHL in the United States to previous lev-
els.

The buying public reads
Highlands’ Newspaper!

Hockey Fever: Catch it!
(If you can find it)

On May 31, the Highlands Police De-
partment and the Highlands Fire & Res-
cue Department will present “Child Safety
Day” at Highlands School.

Activities will include a bicycle rodeo,
carseat inspections, fingerprinting and the
Fire Safety Trailer.

During the event and after, the de-
partments will be accepting new and gen-
tly used bicycle helmets and child booster
seats.

‘Child Safety Day’ is
at Highlands School

May 31



• CONSERVATIVE POV •

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net
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Every once in a while,
when I need a good
chuckle, I go to the

Real Clear Politics website
and look at the current poll
results for President Bush’s
job approval and
Congressional job approval.
Considering the fact that
Bush seems to be hated by
everybody over the age of
three and is the principal
target of the worldwide
media, one would not think
his rating would be very
high. Well, it isn’t. It’s 29%.

Congress, on the other hand, goes
about its business, sending out tax
rebate checks, bailing out real estate
speculators, bailing out greedy
members of the financial community,
subsidizing fat-cat farmers, and funding
entitlements out the wazoo, not to
mention earmark spending intended to
please everyone of voting age. One
would assume that Congress’s
compassion and generosity would earn
then high marks in the approval
department. It doesn’t. 22%. Chuckle.

Frankly, I don’t give a hoot what
those polls say. As long as there is no
shortage of M&Ms and the U of Miami
baseball team remains #1 in the
country, that’s the only poll I’m
interested in.

Going on to meatier matters, the
bimbo front remains eerily quiet. That
is, with the exception of Hannah
Montana or Miley Cyrus or what ever
her name is. The most recent entrant
into our stable of morons (filthy rich,
but morons nonetheless) was pictured
in Vanity Fair, scantily clad (very
scantily) in sensuous poses, at least one
of which was in the arms of her father.
Not long ago, I mentioned the
possibility of Hannah/Miley being
considered as a potential member of
our bimbo Hall of Shame. However, at
that time, she really hadn’t done
anything shameful, and I hoped she
wouldn’t join her twisted sisters. When
will I learn?

I was not surprised to hear that
North Carolina Governor Mike Easley
gave Hillary a last-minute endorsement;
were you? While most other notables
are coming out for Obama, good old
Mike bucks the trend and says Hill fills
the bill.

Now anything but a win or narrow
loss in the NC primary would pretty
well nail her coffin shut, thus, she’s
desperate. What do the Clintons do
when up against the wall? No, not that.
They buy endorsements. I’ll bet Mike
was selling.

While we’re on the
subject of NC politics, The
libs were whining a few
months ago (I suppose a
few conservatives were, too)
about our primary votes
not counting since the races
were always decided by the
first week in May. Surprise!
Who saw that coming?
While I’m writing this on
May 3rd (road trip ahead)
and the NC primary has
not yet been held, our votes
still won’t count. With the

R’s race decided, as usual, and the D’s
contest still too close to call, our votes
still won’t matter a wit. Well, that’s not
quite accurate. If Hillary does win a few
super delegates it won’t be enough to
head off a bloody convention, in my
opinion.

And now, some good news. We’re
starting to receive our rebate checks.
Whoopee! That’s the good news, I
guess. The bad news is, aside from
making a few folks briefly feel better
(this is not a bad thing), spending
money the government doesn’t have
just deepens the national debt,
additionally weakening the dollar,
which was just now trying to put the
brakes on its recent free-fall. I thought
that maybe I could afford one more trip
to Europe if the currencies closed the
gap. Congress talking about a second
stimulus package puts that trip in
serious jeopardy. So much for good
news.

In an effort to be fair and balanced,
I must give the Federal Reserve Board
credit for saving our financial system.
When they collaborated with JP Morgan
Chase to save Bear Stearns’ bacon, a
major catastrophe was averted. That
event marked the bottom of the stock
market’s slide and brightened the
outlook for the general attitude
concerning the economy. So, even
though the Fed created the mess by
taking interest rates down too far and
keeping them there too long, it looks
like they are “getting it” and taking
creative measures to diffuse the
situation.

The recession the economists had
said was unavoidable seems to have
been avoided. Even though it’s just a
word, it’s a word that puts some in a
catatonic state while I, on the other
hand, plunged my guts out in the
market when that talk started. I have
learned over the decades that when the
“experts” agree, I go the other way. So
far, so good.

Th-th-th-that’s all folks!

When will I ever learn?

Open Everyday for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner!

Breakfast
served

7-10:30 a.m.
Lunch served

11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Dinner served

5:30-9 p.m.

“Elevated
Southern

Cuisine at its
Finest”

Please call for reservations: 828-526-5477
445 Main Street • Highlands, NC, 28741

474 Main Street • 526-3807 • Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

The Bistro is open
at 4 p.m. featuring  wine

and small plates

Featured in Southern Living, Southern Accents, WNC Magazine,
Our State and Outside Magazine

Dinner from at 5:30 p.m
Wednesday-Sunday

Reservations suggested

“Fabulous Food in a Casual Atmosphere”

Two Entrances – Main and Oak streets – 787-2200

Serving Lunch:
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Serving Dinner:
from 5 p.m. until

Thurs-Mon.

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •
Dinner at 5:30Dinner at 5:30Dinner at 5:30Dinner at 5:30Dinner at 5:30

RRRRReseresereseresereservations suggested.vations suggested.vations suggested.vations suggested.vations suggested.
Call 828-526-9Call 828-526-9Call 828-526-9Call 828-526-9Call 828-526-9419419419419419

531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood Ave.ve.ve.ve.ve.
on Harris Lakeon Harris Lakeon Harris Lakeon Harris Lakeon Harris Lake

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.lakesiderest.lakesiderest.lakesiderest.lakesiderest.lakesiderestaurant.infoaurant.infoaurant.infoaurant.infoaurant.info

Think “Fressers” for Lunch & Dinner!

Music with Cy Timmons Fri.-Sat at 6 p.m.
 Open for lunch 11-3 Mon-Sat

Open for dinner Mon-Sat (Closed Wed & Sun)

Gourmet meals • Fabulous Desserts
Wine • Brown-bagging permitted
Special EARLY menu 5-6:30 p.m.

Call for reservations • 526-4188

WILD THYME GOURMET
Cafe • Gourmet Retaiil • Fine Wines

Lunch & Dinner
Monday & Wednesday-Saturday

(Closed Tuesday and Sunday)
526-4035 • 490 Carolina Way • Highlands

526-5525 • Highlands Plaza

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet: 11-3 • M~F • $6.95

Dinner:  Sun-Thur 3-9:30 Fri & Sat 3-10

GOLDEN CHINA &
SUSHI BAR

Serving
Wine,
Plum

Wine  &
Sake

Main St. & Lodging deliveries – $15 min.
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• PLACES OF WORSHIP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

First Saturday: Singing at 7:30 p.m.
CHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEY

Sky Valley, Georgia
The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor

Church: 706-746-2999
Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DATTER DATTER DATTER DATTER DAYYYYY
SAINTSSAINTSSAINTSSAINTSSAINTS

NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev. Cass Daly • Office – 526-2320

Sunday: Holy Communion -- 11 a.m.
(Highlands Community Center on. U.S. 64 next to

the ballfield in Highlands
Monday: Evening Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.

at First Baptist Church
Pot Luck Lunch last Sunday of each month.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Prayer – 6:30 p.m.

Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 1O:45 Worship;
6:30 p.m. High School Group

Wednesdays: Dinner 5 p.m.-6 p.m.; 6 p.m. programs
for all students; 6:15 p.m., Adult Bible Study

Thursdays: Women’s Bible Study 10 a.m.
EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

The Rev. Brian Sullivan –  Rector: 526-2968
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School

10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.

Monday: 4 P.M. Women’s Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 A.M. Men’s Cursillo Group

4:30 P.M. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 P.M. Choir Practice

Thursday: 10 A.M. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 A.M. Daughters of the King

• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.;  6: p.m.

(nursery provided)
Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner  5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;

Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School – 9:30
a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15

Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6
p.m.; Prayer – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Mark Kayser, Interim Pastor
Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun.School – 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion &

Breakfast
Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers

Choir – 7
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD

Sixth Street
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Senior Pastor Todd Struble; Asst. Pastor Mike Harris
526-3376

Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.;
5 p.m. Youth Group

Wed: Supper; 6; 6:15 – children, youth, & adults
studies; 6:15 – Adult choir

 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Sunday School 9:30 a.m; Adult discussion
group 9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion – 10:30

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th sunday of the month.
LITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOOD
Services at the Church in the Wildwood in

Horse Cove. Memorial Day through Labor Day
Call Kay Ward at 743-5009

Sundays at 7 p.m. through Labor Day. Dress is
casual. Old fashioned hymn-sing.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Jamie Passmore, (706) 782-8130

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin 369-6871
Friday: Sabbath Eve Services at 7 p.m.

For more information, call (706)-745-1842.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC

CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH
Rev. Tien, Priest

Parish office, 526-2418
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.

(through last Saturday of October)
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.;

Evening Worship – 6 p.m.
Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.

 For more information call 526-3212.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Wayne Price
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

828-369-3633
Lay Led Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

Sundays: Worship – 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

•See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 17

Pastor Todd Struble
Senior Pastor

Highlands United Methodist Church

American Idol is starting to wane a bit, but it still
holds the lion’s share of the viewing audience
when it’s on television. It really is a fantastic

concept, a great way to discover hidden talent. People
who a few years ago were virtually unknown in the
recording industry — Kelly Clarkson, Clay Aiken, Carrie
Underwood — have become household names.

The unfortunate thing about Idol is that it has
unleashed a plethora of spin-offs. Everybody wants to go
from an unknown nobody to a superstar in meteoric
fashion. Andy Warhol’s comment about everybody
having their 15-minutes of world fame is actually taking
shape with the numerous shows giving so many a shot
in front of a national audience.

When it comes to Christianity, we tend to make
heroes (I’m intentionally avoiding the term “idol” due to
its sinful connotations per the Second Commandment)
out of Christian leaders. Preachers, reformers, servants,
and martyrs have all played influential and courageous
roles in keeping the Christian alive and growing. As a
United Methodist, I cannot imagine what American
Methodism would look like without the thousands of
miles traveled by Francis Asbury. Baptists are likewise
indebted to Roger Williams. Lutherans are indebted to
their namesake, the great reformer, Martin Luther.
Presbyterians are indebted to men named John: Calvin,
Knox, [Jonathan] Edwards, and Witherspoon.
Episcopalians may strongly disagree about the
leadership of Bishop John Shelby Spong, but they owe a
debt of gratitude to founding Bishops William White
and Samuel Seabury.

Testimonies have been given and books written
about the influential witness of Christians like Mother
Teresa, Billy Graham, Lottie Moon, and Corrie Ten
Boom. I personally have been moved to tears by the
sermons and writings of Christian preachers who stood
their ground against the horrors of Hitler. Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Martin Niemoller, and Paul Schneider, to
name a few. I would encourage you to investigate the
powerful testimony of Schneider who preached through
prison bars to deliver four-minute sermons. That was
how long he had to preach each Sunday before Nazi
guards at Buchenwald would enter his cell and club him
until he was unconscious.

What I fear is that we forget that heroic acts of

Prayer is the great
equalizer
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teacher in me when I was very young – she
made me promise to get a college degree
and use it to make the world better. In my
mind, being named Teacher of the Year is a
tribute to her and my parents who still have
chalk-stained closet doors in my old bed-
room where I used to teach my imaginary
students when I was young.”

Hedden has been teaching for 11 years.
She spent a year at East Franklin Elementa-
ry and then transferred to Highlands School
in 1998, where she has taught 5th grade for
six of her 11 years. “I have tried my hand at
2nd through 4th grades but found that my
heart belongs in 5th grade,” she said.

Coming full circle, Hedden walks the
same hallways she did as a child; the words
and lessons taught by teachers past still echo
in her head. “I strive to keep their teaching
styles alive as I present lessons and activi-
ties to my students. I love being able to give
back to our students what I was given dur-
ing my years as a student at this fine school,”
she said.

It’s hard to name one memorable or
rewarding experience, but she said being in
the same school with her students until they
graduate is awesome. “Our school is so
unique because we get to be a part of their
graduation and watch them grow up,” she
said. “The students really appreciate that
and it is an honor that I enjoy very much. I
now have previous students who are adults
and it’s fantastic to see them and to feel their
continued respect and admiration.”

Hedden says she has seen a shift in
education in the 11 years she’s been teach-
ing.

“The future of our country along with
education right now is a bit uncertain due
to the shaky economy. However, I feel that
the public education system will be fine if
the recruitment of creative and resourceful
teachers is successful. Teachers in the near

future will continue to be faced with an
increase in testing accountability. I hope to
see a shift towards more authentic forms
of assessment such as portfolios along with
the standardized testing so that all children
can show growth,” she said.

Being a part of the education process
at Highlands School makes the education
experience unique both for teachers and
students, she says.

“Having students K-12 in the same
school helps students feel like a giant fam-
ily. The younger children are able to have
role models to look up to and the older
children are reminded of how special they
are in the eyes of the little guys. As men-
tioned in the opening pages of our most
recent yearbook, Highlands School is price-
less,” she said.

As far as the future goes, Hedden is
content just where she is among family and
friends, young and old at Highlands School.

“As a mother of a 3rd and 6th grader, I
plan to watch them grow up and graduate
from our school. I hope to encourage them
to reach for their dreams and I want to help
them do that, if possible. I plan to contin-
ue my teaching career at this school and to
continue doing consulting work for curric-
ulum-based projects,” she said. “I also
would love to further my education and
earn a master’s degree one day, but right
now I am happy and very busy trying to
help my own children and students cap-
ture the love of learning.”

Gail Garland has been working at
Highlands School as a Teacher Assistant for
23 years. She’s assisted in various class-
rooms and is now the Media Center Assis-
tant.

“It is an absolute honor to have been
selected as Teacher Assistant of the Year by
my peers,” she said.

– Kim Lewicki

ply conditions that ensure the use will be
in harmony with the adjoining area,” he
said.

Rethorst said if the board didn’t apply
restrictions, it would be letting the town
down especially if the restaurant turns into
a really popular spot until 1 or 2 a.m.

Town Commissioner Buz Dotson, who
was in the audience and who lives near the
restaurant, said he appreciated the board’s
concern.

“I appreciate your sensitivity about the
potential noise because I live in close prox-
imity. Quiet is nice and business is a good
thing but the two need to work together,”
he said.

The town has a noise ordinance which
prohibits loud noise after 11 p.m. and am-
plified music isn’t allowed outside without
a permit from the mayor, so aside for deck
restrictions, the board felt all issues were
covered.

In the end, the board voted unani-

mously to issue the SUP on the condition
that the eating and drinking on the deck
cease at 11 p.m. and that a survey delineat-
ing property boundaries, parking spaces
and buildings be submitted to the Zoning
Administrator prior to issuance of the zon-
ing certificate.

The restaurant will have 93 seats, a new
kitchen, bathroom, and bar area. The park-
ing lot will be resurfaced with gravel and
the required 36 parking spots will be de-
lineated with timbers similar to those in
the …on the Verandah parking lot.

The ingress and egress will be one-way
off U.S. 64 with the ingress on the Franklin
side of the building and the egress on the
Highlands side.

A typical barbecue restaurant menu is
planned with special “fried fish” and “fried
chicken” nights.

Hyland said he hopes to open the res-
taurant in July.

– Kim Lewicki

... SMOKEHOUSE continued from page 1



381 Main Street • 526-0667

Mon-Sat 11-5

• ART GALLERIES •
Mill Creek Gallery &

Framing
Located in Highlands Village

Square • Oak Street at 5th

(behind Wolfgang’s)

Custom Picture Framing
(including laminating service)

Open Saturdays
(828) 787-2021 cypicturelady@aol.com

Art and crafts by local artisans

Bryant Art Glass

Open Monday-Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

New location at
216 S. 4th St. Highlands

526-4095

Fun & Functional Arts & Crafts

1990 Dillard Road 
(Hwy 106)
Highlands, NC

828.526.3900

Open Mon-Sat
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Sun. 1-4 p.m.

•See PROJECTS page 20

Page 14 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, May 15, 2008

John Schiffli Real Estate
361 Main Street • P.O. Box 725 • Highlands, NC

(800) 526-5750 • (828) 526-5750
info@johnschiffli.com

View all of our listings at www.JohnSchiffli.com

• HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL NEWS •
Nearly two dozen members

of the Southeastern
Association of Clinical

Microbiologists gathered at
Highlands-Cashiers

Hospital April 25 for their
spring meeting for North

Carolina. SEACM members
from Georgia and South

Carolina were also in
attendance at the day-long

event, during which
Joseph M. Campos, PhD,

DABMN, FAAM, director of
the Microbiology and
Molecular Diagnostic

Laboratory at the Children’s
National Medical Center in

Washington (shown
above) was the featured

speaker. Other speakers on
the program were Lori W.

Campos, MT (ASCP),
microbiology specialist with

Simens Diagnostics, and
Shirley Adams, ME (ASCP),

SM, CLS (NCA) CL Dir
(NCA), SM (AAM),

peripheral laboratory
supervisor at AnMed

Health Medical Center in
Anderson, SC.

SEACM meet at hospital
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526-3901
800-526-3902

210 N. 5th Street • in Village Square

Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Monday-Saturdays
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• 400-800
thread count
sheet sets
• Down
alternative
comforters
• Pillows and
MORE!!

Next to Farmers Market  on the Main Street side

526-4905

The latest in fluoroscopy technology is
now available at Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital, thanks to approximately $350,000 in
new x-ray equipment.

The hospital recently replaced its orig-
inal x-ray equipment, installed in 1993
when the new hospital first opened, with
an all new unit that features digital fluo-
roscopy as well conventional x-rays capa-
bility. The new equipment, a Precision 500
D system manufactured by G.E. Healthcare,
is already in operation and serving patients.

“Due to problems with the old fluo-
roscopy equipment in recent months, the
hospital has had to send patients needing
procedures such as barium swallow stud-
ies to other facilities,” said hospital Presi-
dent and CEO Ken Shull. “So we are very
pleased to again offer diagnostic fluoros-
copy here at the hospital. This is an impor-
tant tool for all our physicians, but it’s par-
ticularly vital now that the hospital has a
full-time gastroenterologist.”

Fluoroscopy uses x-rays projected onto
a special screen that allows physicians to
view parts of the body in actual, “real-time.”
It’s particularly useful for seeing how con-
trast mediums flow through the upper and
lower portions of the digestive tract. The
digital capability of the new equipment will
allow physicians to capture still digital im-
ages for later study at various points during
the procedure, and to view those “shots”
immediately to see if the images captured
contain the desired information.

While those still images could be cap-
tured with conventional fluoroscopy, using
x-ray film, there’s a delay while those films
are developed and checked. That prolongs
the procedure for the patient, as well as
making more work for technicians. Now
those delays will be eliminated.

While the GE unit also does conven-
tional x-rays better than the one it replaced,
Laura Ammons RT, manager of the hospi-
tal’s Radiology Department, says it is really
the return of fluoroscopy that will have the

Hospital offers Digital Fluoroscopy
biggest impact on patient care. That’s be-
cause the hospital already had a second,
relatively new x-ray machine to fall back
on for conventional procedures.

“It’s really great to have fluoroscopy
back again. We don’t have a huge number
of patients that need these kinds of studies,
but for those who do, this is going to be
much more convenient,”’ she added.

In addition to fluoroscopy, the hospi-
tal’s radiology department has another im-
portant capability – that of being able to
accept orders for procedures from physi-
cians who are out of state.

Last August during a routine inspec-
tion, the Radiation Protection Section of the
North Carolina Division of Environment
and Health, told the hospital it could no
longer perform diagnostic radiology pro-
cedures such as mammograms, ultra-
sounds, x-rays, or CT scans on patients un-
less those procedures were ordered by a
physician practicing in North Carolina. To
do so would be a violation of state law, state
officials said.

“We serve quite a number of patients
who live across the state line, or who spend
the summers here but have physicians in
another state. Not being able to honor or-
ders from those physicians for radiology
procedures was not only inconvenient for
many patients, it took much needed reve-
nue away from the hospital,” observed
Shull. “We worked with the Western N.C.
Health Network and the N.C Hospital As-
sociation to try to persuade state officials
to change their position on this. Thankful-
ly, they did.”

For one thing, results of all procedures
performed locally are routinely reviewed by
a physician radiologist licensed in North
Carolina, before being sent on to the out-
of-state physician who ordered the proce-
dure. After virtually six months of negotia-
tions, the state agreed this past March to let
hospitals around the state resume perform-
ing such tests.

Tim Wheeler, field service engineer from G.E. Healthcare’s Asheville office, makes
final checks on the new x-ray and digital fluoroscopy equipment recently in-
stalled at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. The hospital replaced the x-ray equip-
ment that was installed when the new hospital opened back in 1993.
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... HOSPITAL continued
from page 21
fully not to need any contract nurses by Au-
gust.

Shull reported that a surprise inspec-
tion by a representative of the Center for
Medicare and Medicaid Services found no
issues with the way the hospital is current-
ly operating. In fact, the surveyor was very
complimentary of the hospital, he added.
He also pointed out that other North Caro-
lina hospitals, most of them much larger
than this one, including two in Western
North Carolina, have not been as fortunate
in recent months.

New x-ray and fluoroscopy equipment
is now up and running in the hospital’s
radiology department, Shull said. Due to
problems with the previous equipment, the
hospital has been without fluoroscopy for
several months. Training on the new, state-
of-the-art equipment is already under way,
and fluoroscopy services are expected to
resume May 1.

Finally, Shull said that now that the
hospital has general surgeons and a gastro-
enterologist, the hospital plans to focus its
physician recruiting efforts on finding three
new primary care doctors to serve the area.

May Day at
Highlands School

As the last days of school ap-
proach, students look forward to a
change of routine. That includes
award ceremonies, May Day games
and the distribution and crucial sign-
ing of yearbooks! Yearbooks and May
Day activities were May 9. Other im-
portant dates are: High School Athletic
Banquet at the Rec Park at 6 p.m. on
May 20; Middle School Athletic Ban-
quet at 6 p.m. on May 22; High School
Academic Banquet at 6 p.m. at PAC
on May 27; Middle School graduation
on June 9; last day of school on June
10; High School Scholarship Assembly
at 9 a.m. on June 13 and High School
graduation on June 14.

Photos by Elizabeth Gordon

Each week I could find something in
someone’s column in our newspaper that
lights my emotion in a negative way, but
out of respect for the columnist and
loyalty to the paper, I keep my thoughts
to myself. Everyone else is fare game, as
everyone who has ever read my stuff
knows. I guess it’s part of a journalistic
code that is tradition.

It is sad you allowed that to happen
to a fine man like Don. I happen to know
he was angered and hurt by Mr. Eberz’s
remarks. What purpose does that serve? I
disagree with some of what he writes
also, but, again, out of respect for him, I
hold my thoughts. 

Fred Wooldridge

Highlands Police kicks off
“Click It or Ticket”

enforcement mobilization
this week.

Extended hours to focus on all
unbuckled motorists — day and night

... LETTERS continued
from page 2

Christian faith are quietly lived out by
ordinary, unassuming people across the
globe. We are so inspired by the beautiful
voice of George Beverly Shea or Sandy
Patty, but the most beautiful voice is that
of a 15 year-old girl singing “Jesus Loves
the Little Children” to her infant son
somewhere in the hills of Kentucky. We
are amazed at the generous giving of
businessmen and corporations for
Christian missions, but what is even
more amazing is how a father out in
Idaho is able feed a family of five, pay his
rent and bills, and still tithe on minimum
wage. We may admire those who make
wise investments and are always humble
enough to declare that all their blessings
are from the Lord, but what is even more
admirable is an elderly couple who
stretches their paltry retirement check to
pay for food and the high costs of
medicines.

The Bible is primarily the story of
God working through the lives of
ordinary people. Moses was an
abandoned infant, a stutterer, and a
murderer, yet God used him to lead His
people out Egypt. Ruth was a humble
Moabite, a widow nonetheless, and yet an
ancestress to Jesus of Nazareth. David was
a scrawny herder of sheep who became
the great leader of God’s people. Peter, a
fisherman by trade, but used by God to
lead a throng of 3,000 to the Lord at
Pentecost. Dorcas, Esther, Bartholomew,
Barnabas, Naomi, even Mary and Joseph
— humble and ordinary people, all.

So, you and I are included on that
list. Trouble comes only to those who
start to think too highly of themselves
and lose sight of God’s will for the sake of
their own stardom. That’s why the one
thing that makes an ordinary person a
servant — great or small...a Mother Teresa
or struggling mother in Kentucky...a Billy
Graham or a poor mechanic in Idaho —
the one thing that makes us all servants,
humble and lowly, is prayer. And to that,
may we all say, “Amen.”

... SPIRITUALLY
SPEAKING continued
from page 12

Community Meeting for Middle
and High School students,

parents and concerned citizens of
Highlands at Highlands School

June 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Agenda:

Information about what young
people are confronted with these days.

There will be speakers who will
discuss

•youth driving under the influence
– Cassie Carpenter

Teen suicide – Retired N.C. Highway
Patrol Sgt. Fred Davis

• Counselors Patti Tiberi SMCC and
Thomas Jessup HSCC
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High weekend winds and falling trees
left about 2,600 customers without power
in Duke Energy’s five southwestern NC
counties.

Storm winds that picked up about
midnight Sunday hit the Cashiers area
hardest. About 1,700 customers were with-
out power there.

Other outages included Graham
County with 344 outages; the rest of Jack-
son County with183; Swain with 207; and
Macon with161. The 1,729 square mile
mountain terrain of the Duke Energy-Nan-

Wind storm ravages plateau

An ancient tree on the lawn of the First Baptist Church came down roots and
all during the wind and rain storm that pummeled Macon County Sunday
night. Photo by Jim Lewicki

tahala Area contains more than a dozen
broken poles.

Highlands Town Engineer Lamar Nix
said his crews began trying to repair downed
lines at 10 p.m. Sunday night with work
continuing throughout throughout the
night and Monday and Tuesday. “As soon
as we’d get a line fixed the winds would
knock them out again,” he said. Gusts up
to 50 mph were registered.

Nix said about 160 customers experi-
enced power outages in Highlands.

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street   Highlands, NC    828-526-5226

• Gift Cards
• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings

What fun it is to watch the Highlands
Community Players evolve as an acting and
production group while cultivating High-
lands’ local talent.

The current production, “The Last
Night of Ballyhoo” on stage at the Perform-
ing Arts Center is a pleasure. The set —
impeccably designed and constructed by
Kat Evans and her crew — depicts an up-
scale home of the 1930s — furnishings,
draperies, colors and all. The cast is famil-
iar except for Matthew McClellan, a junior
at Highlands School who debuted in the
recent high school play “Get Bill Shakes-
peare Off the Stage” produced by HCP, and
Laura Miller.

Miller, who portrayed Lala Levy,
brought experience to the stage that shows.
McClellan blossoms as the spoiled, rich,
pompous, infuriating Peachy Weil, com-
plete with red hair.

“Ballyhoo” is set in Atlanta in 1939 the
week “Gone with the Wind” premieres,
while in Europe Hitler invades Poland.
However, the young women of the Freitag
household are more concerned with “Bal-
lyhoo,” the Southern Jewish equivalent of
a Cotillion where young people are brought
together in hopes of finding eligible
“mates.” The upcoming event seems to be

the last chance for daughter Lala to meet a
potential husband, as she is a bit of a dream-
er and social misfit with no escort for the
party.

Becky Schilling shines as the arrogant,
snobby, unrelenting matriarch of the ex-
tended family, all of which have purpose-
fully forgotten their Jewish heritage for At-
lanta society. As Lala’s mother, Schilling
reigns like the stereotypical, frivolous, old-
er southern belle whose only interests are
all things shallow accompanied with pomp
and circumstance.

The arrival of a “yankee” Jew who hails
from an Eastern European Jewish family
exemplifies the social pecking order among
the Jewish population. The Atlanta Freit-
ags are German Jews. Joe Farkas, played by
Colin Long is an “Other” Jew – a Jew whose
heritage is not from Germany and whose
American roots are in New York. He re-
minds them of the significance of their Jew-
ish heritage.

The production is entertaining as well
as enlightening. Cast well, performed well
and worth seeing, it continues through Sun-
day at PAC. Evening performances are at
7:30. The Sunday matinee is at 2:30. Call
526-8084 for tickets. This is community
theater with a very professional air. – K L

• A REVIEW •
“The Last Night of Ballyhoo”

•See TAXES page 29

... TAXES continued from page 7
1. This year, 60% of the county’s average
daily membership funds for school capital
improvements were taken by the state to
help offset its cost of assuming 25% of the
county’s share of the Medicaid program last
Oct. 1.”

Funds invested by the county will earn
$1 million in interest next fiscal year. “This
is equivalent to over a penny on the tax rate
and helps reduce the property tax burden
for everyone,” said Horton.

While preparing the proposed budget,

Horton said the goal was to live within the
available resources and only consider ad-
ditional taxes to cover the public school
construction program. He said that left a
$6 million gap. “When we began this bud-
get process, we had about $48 million in
requests and only $42 million in available
funds. Those are the kinds of challenges we
face when trying to fund vital and essential
county services with a limited revenue
source.”
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Phone: 8 2 8 .7 4 3 . 6 0 1 0
Cell: 828.269.9046 randsoellner@earthlink.net  NC Lic.9266 FL Lic.AR9264

RANDRANDRANDRANDRAND
SOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNER
ARCHITECT

website: randarch.com

Mountain Architecture & Interiors

Steve Abranyi
828-787-2297
828-342-3234

Ask about
“Green Building

Options!”

• BUILDERS & ARCHITECTS •

Call today for information.

Highlands – 828-526-2412
Lake Toxaway – 828-883-8004

or visit our website at:
www.schmittbuilders.com

“Building Dreams
Since 1965”

From Country Clubs to
Mountainside Lots,

We Can Help Turn Your Highlands
Dream Into a New Home Reality

828-526-2240
Toll Free: 888-303-2240

www.cimbuild.com

BRIGHTWATER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom FCustom FCustom FCustom FCustom Fine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Renovationsenovationsenovationsenovationsenovations
in the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communities

NC UNLIMITED LICENSE

Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350
or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:     wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com

Jim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim Neil
828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645

Mason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason Neil
828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807

Put your architect or construction
business ad here!

Call 526-0782 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com

Don’t miss our upcomingDon’t miss our upcomingDon’t miss our upcomingDon’t miss our upcomingDon’t miss our upcoming
Wine Dinner on May 30!Wine Dinner on May 30!Wine Dinner on May 30!Wine Dinner on May 30!Wine Dinner on May 30!

526-9526-9526-9526-9526-9419419419419419
531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood Avenue on Harris Lakevenue on Harris Lakevenue on Harris Lakevenue on Harris Lakevenue on Harris Lake

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.lakesiderest.lakesiderest.lakesiderest.lakesiderest.lakesiderestaurant.infoaurant.infoaurant.infoaurant.infoaurant.info

Come experience our Viader Wine Dinner
7 p.m. Friday, May 30.

Enjoy current release varietals and meet owner/winemaker
Delia Viader

$125 per person plus tax and gratuity.
Reservations Required

Summit Design Group

828-482-0110
Highlands, NC

Design/Build Specialists

On Saturday, May 17, local organizations were honored at Sunset Rocks by
Audubon Society NC for preserving wildlife habitat on the Highlands Pla-
teau. Honored were Highlands Mayor Donald Mullen, Director of the High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust Dr. Gary Wein, USFS District Ranger Mike Wilkins,
Cindy Trevathan of the Land Stewards of the Highlands Plateau, Director of
the Highlands Nature Center Patrick Brannon, and Executive Director of
the Jackson-Macon Conservation Alliance Mr. David Bates

Audubon Society puts Highlands
on the map
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SPECIALTY FOODS

Highlands’ premier
gift basket company

gourmet foods – coffees & teas
fresh-baked pastries – gifts

entertainware

294 S. 4th Street • “on the hill”
526-5026

b
basketcase

Call 526-0782 for our 2008 Media Pack. Spend your ad-
vertising dollar where it will do the most good...

in Highlands’  Newspaper!

Open Late!
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. until 9 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Chocolates * Fudge * Ice
Cream

370 Main Street
Highlands, NC
(828) 526-3788

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

“A Grocery & MORE!”

Hours
Tues.-Sat, 8-5:30

493 Dillard Rd. •526-2762

All Year long!
It’s Dusty’s....

Let our “Heat & Serve” items
make your life easier.

Pick up your goodies now!

Jams, Jellies,
Preserves,
Relishes &

Gourmet Treats

Mon-Sat • 10-5

Corner of
5th and Main

787-2473

• HIGHLANDS-HOSPITAL NEWS •

Put your
Specialty Food

Store here!
Call 526-0782 or

email
highlandseditor@aol.com

To keep the news media and the pub-
lic better informed about Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital, we are providing you with a
summary of the more significant actions
and discussion items coming before the
hospital’s board of directors at its recent
meeting on Thursday, April 24, 2008.

• April’s board meeting began with an
education segment presented by Skip Tay-
lor, director of Community Relations. He
recapped many of the very positive devel-
opments taking place at the hospital, such
as the return of general surgery and gastro-
enterology, as well as new technology and
new services, such as an all-new sleep study
program that will begin soon. Now that
seasonal residents are beginning to return,
the hospital will be launching an advertis-
ing campaign and utilizing other market-
ing in the months ahead to let area resi-
dents know about these positive develop-
ments taking place at the hospital, he said

• Earle Mauldin, who was represent-
ing the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Foun-
dation, presented a proposed resolution de-
signed to clean-up some legal loose ends
in the bylaws and articles of incorporation
of the Foundation, as well as a list of three
nominees to serve on the Foundation’s
board. Hospital board members unani-
mously approved both recommendations.

• Finance Committee Chairman Char-
lie Sheehan and hospital CFO Mike Daik-
en reported that March financial figures
showed positive trends for the hospital it-
self, but a loss in the area of physician clin-
ics — due in large part to startup costs for
new surgeons and the new gastroenterolo-
gist. Through the first six months of the
hospital’s fiscal year, revenue was up 13
percent for the hospital itself. The board
expressed concern over a steep rise in bad
debt, something being seen by hospitals
across the state and around the nation, due
in part to the rise in the number of the un-
insured and current economic conditions.

• During the Governance Committee
report, Chairman Don Mullen reminded
board members of the board’s upcoming
annual  retreat, set for June 2 at The Moun-
tain Retreat and Conference Center in High-
lands. That retreat will feature an address
by Bill Pully, president of the NC Hospital
Association, as well as remarks by Gary
Bowers, president of the Western North
Carolina Health Network. There will also
be a presentation on financing for Critical
Access Hospital. Dr. Mullen also said the
governance committee is working on nom-
inations for new members of the board. The
terms of four members will expire this fall.

He also reminded hospital board
members of a special meeting May 12 of
trustees and directors of all the 16 member
hospitals that comprise the WNC Health
Network. Nationally-known expert on hos-
pital governance Barry Bader will be the •See HOSPITAL page 17

Board of Director’s April Summary
guest speaker at the Asheville gathering.

• Julian Franklin, chairman of the Pro-
gram and Facilities Committee, reported
that the his committee expects to receive
an architectural rendering of the proposed
new Cashiers Medical Building within the
next few weeks. The board also discussed
the need for affordable employee housing
in the area.

• During the report of the Performance
Improvement Committee, Vice President
for Operations and Compliance Officer
Frank Leslie gave the board an overview of
performance indicators in a number of key
areas tracked on a quarterly basis. He said
patient surveys of emergency room patients,
outpatients, inpatients, and cardiac rehabil-
itation participants all showed excellent re-
sults with no issues needing follow up by
the PI Committee. The “dashboard” of
quality indicators being tracked showed
that the vast majority are fine. However,
Leslie said hospital managers need to in-
crease their focus on ensuring that docu-
mentation on employee education and
periodic evaluations are kept current.

• In his report, President and CEO Ken
Shull told the board that the hospital’s two
general surgeons (William J. Noell, Jr, MD,
FACS, and F. Augustus Dozier, MD, FACS),
have performed a significant number of
both emergency and scheduled surgeries
during the last several month, and both
surgeons are pleased to be working at the
hospital and with the performance of the
surgical department. Although the season
has not yet arrived, the number of cases
continues to hover at or above anticipated
levels, reaching a maximum of 11 proce-
dures in one unusually busy week.

New gastroenterologist Richard F. Cart-
er, MD, FACP, has also gotten off to a busy
start, Shull said. Referrals have poured in
from the primary care physicians in the
area, causing Carter to extend office hours
to five instead of just four days per week.
Although he did not anticipate scheduling
endoscopies in his first week, Shull said Dr.
Carter was glad to respond to the needs of
patients, performing approximately a half
dozen in that first week. Still more endo-
scopies were performed in the hospital’s
dedicated G.I. suite the following week. “We
are very pleased with Dr. Carter and he
seems to be very pleased with our folks and
with how things are going,” Shull told the
board. Based on several comments, Shull
said patients are also very pleased to have
gastroenterology back, and with Dr. Carter
particularly.

Shull said nurse staffing continues to
improve. The hospital has significantly re-
duced the number of “traveler” nurses he
has had to employ. The number of travel-
ers is down to two, and the hospital expects
to be down to one by mid May, and hope-
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On-going
• Oak Street Café is donating a portion of its revenues to the

Playhouse from meals purchased prior to show time. Park your car,
have a meal, then walk across the street to the Playhouse produc-
tion!

• Book Sale at the Jackson County Library. Bargains galore can
be found at the Friends of the Library Used Bookstore which is locat-
ed at 536 West Main Street in downtown Sylva. All bargain books
have been priced at 2 for 50 cents and 2 for 25 cents. The pricing is
effective immediately. All the profits from the Friends of the Library
Bookstore go to support the Jackson County Public Library.

Upcoming Book
Signings

May 18
1-3 pm

Joshilyn Jackson Joshilyn Jackson Joshilyn Jackson Joshilyn Jackson Joshilyn Jackson  
The Girl Who Stopped Swimming

May 31
11 a.m.-1 pm  

Roland Mesnier Roland Mesnier Roland Mesnier Roland Mesnier Roland Mesnier  
All the Presidents’ Pastries

May 31
3-5 pm

Melanie BowlesMelanie BowlesMelanie BowlesMelanie BowlesMelanie Bowles 
Hoof Prints
June 19
3-5 pm

Sandra MackeySandra MackeySandra MackeySandra MackeySandra Mackey
Mirror of the Arab World

June 28
1-3 pm  

David BajoDavid BajoDavid BajoDavid BajoDavid Bajo  
The 351 Books of Irma Acuri

July 26
1-3 pm

Charles MartinCharles MartinCharles MartinCharles MartinCharles Martin
author of

Chasing Fireflies,
When Crickets Cry, May

August 9
1-3 pm

Charles F. Price  Charles F. Price  Charles F. Price  Charles F. Price  Charles F. Price  
Nor the Battle to the Stron

390 Main Street • 526-5488

• UPCOMING EVENTS •
• The Highlands Playhouse is taking reservations for “Always

Patsy Cline,” Thurs.-Sun., June 19-July 6; “On Golden Pond,” Thurs.-
Sun., July 10-20; “70th Anniversary Diamond Review,” Thurs.-Sun.,
July 24-Aug. 10; and ”Inherit the Wind” Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 14-31. Please
call 828-526-2695 or write or PO Box 896, Highlands, NC 28741.

• Highlands Playhouse is taking reservations for its annual Chil-
dren’s Theatre Mond-Fri., July 7-18, taught by instructors with exten-
sive experience in theatre education 9 a.m. to noon for ages 6-10,
and 1-4 p.m. for ages 11-16. Please call 828-526-2695 or write or PO
Box 896, Highlands, NC 28741.

• Register now for the 2008 summer
nature day camps at the Highlands Na-
ture Center. Five different camps are of-
fered: “WOW! – a World of Wonder” (ages
4-6), “Amazing Animals” (ages 7-10), “Na-
tureWorks” (ages 7-11), “Mountain Explor-
ers” (ages 10-14), and “Junior Ecologists”
(ages 11-15). Some camps are offered
more than once during the summer. Ses-
sions run from Tuesday to Friday each
week. For complete schedules, costs, and
other information, please call 828-526-
2623 or visit www.wcu.edu/hbs.

• Yoga at the Rec Park, 7:30 a.m
Monday and Wednesdays.Call 526-4340
for information.

• Yoga in the bottom floor of Jane
Woodruff Building. 10:30 a.m. Thursdays.
Call 526-4340.

• NA open meeting every Saturday
at 7:30 p.m. of the ACC Satelite Group at
the Graves Community Church, 242 Hwy
107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-0365 or
go to the website: www.ncmana.org.

• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park, 4-5
p.m., Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays.
$5 per class.

• At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital, various exercise classes. Call
Jeanette Fisher at 828-526-1FIT.

• “The Circle of Life” support group
continues at the Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital at the Jane Woodward room 201, 10
a.m. until noon. Call Barbara Buchanan
at 526-1402 or Florence Flanagan at 743-
2567.

First Mondays
• Participate in your hospital by join-

ing the Auxiliary of the Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital. Auxiliary meetings are held
the first Monday of each month at 10 a.m.
at the hospital.

Mondays
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the

Rec Park. $3 per person.
• At the Nature Center, Animal Feed-

ing Time 11 a.m.-noon, all ages welcome:
Come and observe what each of the Na-
ture Center¹s animals eat and learn how
they feed.

Tuesdays
• At the Nature Center, Family Na-

ture Activity 3-4 p.m., ages 4 and up: Ac-
tivities vary, but may include critter search-
es, discovery walks, or nature games $1
per person.

• Highlands Rotary Club meets at
noon at the Highlands Conference Cen-
ter.

• Weight Watchers meets at the High-

lands Civic Center. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting starts at 6 p.m.
• Open Studio Night Figure Drawing: Informal instruction avail-

able for beginners. Bring your sketch pad or paint box for a leisurely
session of figure drawing/painting. Cost is $12, $10 for “Friends” of
the Gallery.

Wednesdays
• At the Nature Center, Nature Show & Tell/Storytime 2:30-3 p.m.,

all ages: Come for a nature lesson based around a children¹s story-
book using items from the Nature Center.

• Highlands MountainTop Rotary Club meets at the Highlands
Conference Center at 7:30 a.m.

• Men’s interdenominational Bible
Study at 8:30 a.m.at First Baptist Church.

Every Third Wednesday
• Study sessions at the Universal

Unitarian Fellowship Hall in Franklin. A $5
soup-supper will be served at 5:30 p.m.
Study sessions will begin at 6:30 p.m. For
more information call 828-524-6777 or 706-
746-9964.

1st & 3rd Thursdays
• The local affiliate of NAMI NC (Na-

tional Alliance on Mental Illness), NAMI
Appalachian South, meets from 7- 9 p.m.
at the Family Restoration Center, 1095
Wiley Brown Road, Franklin. NAMI offers
peer support, education, and advocacy for
individuals suffering from serious mental
illness and their families and loved ones.
Contact Ann Nandrea 369-7385, Carole
Light 524-9769 or Mary Ann Widenhouse
524-1355 for more information.

Thursdays
• At the Nature Center, Zahner Con-

servation Lecture Series 7 p.m., 12 and
up: An evening seminar series featuring
leading scientists, historians, writers and
artists on a variety of environmental top-
ics (schedule available at www.wcu.edu/
hbs).

• Live Music with Brad Vroon at Fire-
side Restaurant in Wright Square from 6-
9 p.m. with Tapas Menu.

Fridays
• At the Nature Center, Botanical

Garden Tour 10:30-11:30 a.m., all ages: A
guided walk through the Highlands Botan-
ical Garden, featuring the native plants of
the region.

Friday & Saturday
• Live music at The Rib Shack every

Friday and Saturday night from 7-10 p.m.
Saturdays
• At the Nature Center, Featured

Creature 11:30-noon, all ages: come and
learn more about one of the Nature
Center¹s live animals up close.

• Live music at Cyprus Restaurant in
the Dillard Village Shopping Center at 9:30
p.m. $10 cover.

• Children’s classes ongoing at Bas-
com-Louise Gallery – cost is $5 per stu-
dent.

Sundays
• Live Music with Brad Vroon at Fire-

side Restaurant in Wright Square, noon-3
p.m.

Through Thursday, June 12
• Dovetail and Nail: Southern

Furniture Exhibition is held at The Bascom.

Highlands First Presbyterian Church and the
Music Department of Western Carolina University
present “A Faculty Showcase Concert” featuring
Gamelan, a low tech ensemble of WCU Music De-
partment faculty and students.

The performance takes place Sunday, May 18 at 4
p.m. at the church and it’s free.

A gamelan is an orchestra of tuned metal percus-
sion instruments characteristic of Java, Bali, Malaysia
and other island cultures off the coast of Southeast
Asia. Each gamelan has its own name, its own tuning
system and its own distinctive personality.

WCU’s gamelan’s name means “Venerable Blue
Mountain,” which was selected as tribute to its new
home: the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina.

It was built in 2002 by Tentrem Sarwanto of
Surakarta, Java. In residence at Western Carolina since
January 2003, Gamelan Gunung biru is one of about
150 gamelans in the U.S.

The instruments of the gamelan degung are bon-
ing – a one 3-octave set of pot-shaped gongs used to
lay elaborations of melody; gongageng – a large hang-
ing gong used to mark end of cycles; jenglong – a set
of 6 horizontal gongs used to outline the “nuclear
melody;” kendang and ketipung – a pair of double-
headed drums used to keep time; saron – two 2 ½-
octave metallophones used for melodic elaborations;
demung – a saron pitched an octave lower than the
saron panerus; slentem – a one-octave keyboard with
tuned resonators; suling – a small bamboo flute used
to ornament melody or create countermelody.

The Low Tech Ensemble performs on all of these
gamelans on the WCU campus and around the re-
gion.

FREE WCU Faculty Show-
case Sunday, May 18 at
First Presbyterian to fea-

ture ‘gamelan’
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •
Admission is free. A members-only opening
reception will be held May 10; to become a member,
call The Bascom at (828) 526-4949. Art center hours
are Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission is free.

Friday-Sunday, May 15-May 18
• HCP’s The Last Night of Ballyhoo at PAC.

7:30 p.m. and 2:30 Sunday matinee. Call 526-8084
for tickets.

Thursday, May 15
• Highlands School PTO meeting at 6 p.m.
Friday & Saturday, May 16-17
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese Shop at Falls

on Main, an art show by local artist Tom Roddy
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Friday, May 16
• Join friends of Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust

for a tour of the beautiful “Smith Gardens.” A lei-
surely stroll through Barbara and Richard Smith’s
beautiful gardens. Contact HCLT by May 15th to
sign up & for info: 526.1111,
Julie.hitrust@earthlink.net.

Saturday, May 17
• Highlands-Cashiers free health screenings,

for residents of Cashiers, Glenville, and Sapphire
at Blue Ridge School.

• The Highlands Plateau Audubon Society will
have a birding field trip to the Lonesome Valley de-
velopment in Cashiers on May 17.  Meet at the
public parking area next to the Highlands Town Hall
at 7:30 a.m. if you want to car pool to Cashiers.

•See EVENTS page 24

the U.S. to Christian radio and have enjoyed charting
in the National TOP 100. This Southern gospel
quartet combines rich vocal harmonies with an
exciting program of gospel music which is enjoyed
by young and old. 220 Main Street, Highlands, NC.
Everyone is invited.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy
2.5-mile hike to Little Rock Branch near Rock Gap
at Standing Indian Campground. Drive 28 miles
round trip. Meet at the Westgate parking lot in
Franklin, opposite Burger King, at 2 p.m. Bring a
drink, a snack if you wish, and wear sturdy
comfortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20 people.
Call leader Kay Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations
or more information. Visitors are welcome, but no
pets please.

Monday-Saturday, May 19-31
• Summer Courses offered at the Highlands

Biological Station. Biology of Plethodontid Sala-
manders. For program descriptions and informa-
tion about costs, academic credit, instructors, and
prerequisites for our summer courses and work-
shops visit http://www.wcu.edu/hbs/
currentyrcourses.htm or call the Highlands Biologi-
cal Station at (828) 526-2602.

Tuesday, May 20
• Join the Highlands Biological Station for a

day-long foray entitled “Ancient Landscapes Drift
Trip.” Participants will canoe a short, non-technical
section of the Little Tennessee River near Franklin,
through what were the Middle Towns of the Chero-
kee. Author Tom Hatley and environmental histori-
an Brent Martin will help interpret a fascinating pre-
European landscape that includes fish weirs, use-
ful plants, and past settlement sites in the Little Ten-
nessee Valley and around the Cowee Mound. The

group meets at 9 am at the Great Smoky Mountain
Fish Camp, 81 Bennett Rd., about four miles north
of Franklin, which intersects Highway 28 (Bryson
City Rd.) just before the bridge over the Little Ten-
nessee River (www.fishcamp.biz). Cost is $75 per
person and includes equipment, lunch and shuttle
service, which will bring participants back to their
vehicles before 5 p.m. To register for or to get more
information about these unique offerings, call 828-
526-2602 or email ahinkle@email.wcu.edu.

• Free Take Charge of Your Health Lecture
Series at Cashiers Chiropractic at The Hudson Li-
brary in Highlands. “Vitamins: Why do we take
them?” From 6-7 p.m. Please call to register: in
Cashiers at 828-743-9070 or in Highlands at 828-
526-3709.

Thursday, May 22
• The American Cancer Society will host a Kick

Off celebration for the 2008 Relay For Life of Moun-
tain Top on Thursday at Grace Community Church
on Highway 107 N. in Cashiers. This fun-filled event
will be exciting for all ages!. The 2008 ‘Carnival of
Hope’ theme will be complete with barbecue, mu-
sic, face-painting, clowns and more!

Friday, May 23
• Storyteller, folklorist and playwright Gary

Carden will provide an evening of entertainment at
the Martin-Lipscomb Performing Arts Center on
Chestnut Street at 8 p.m. Carden’s homespun hu-
mor mixed with pathos delighted the audiences who
saw him in the Highlands Community Players’ pro-
duction of his play, “Raindrop Waltz,” that the board
of directors of PAC decided to invite him back for a
full evening of him alone. Tickets to “A Night with
Gary Carden” are $15 each and are available now

For those in Cashiers, meet at Lonesome Valley at
8 a.m.  Call Edwin Pool at 526-2775 or Romney
Bathurst at 526-1939 for additional information.

• The Summit Charter School will be sponsor-
ing a 1 Mile Fun Run and 5-K Race Saturday.

• The Highlands Memorial Post 370 of the
American Legion meeting at the Highlands Civic
Center for 9 a.m. pancake breakfast followed by
meeting. All members and eligible veterans are in-
vited for fellowship and support. Call Ed Jones at
743-0986.

Sunday-Wednesday,May 18-21
• Coweeta Baptist Church Spring Revival with

Rev. Eddie Dietz and special music at 7 p.m. 780
Coweeta Church Road.

Sunday, May 18
• Joshilyn Jackson, best-selling author of “Gods

in Alabama” and “Between, Georgia,” will be at
Cyrano’s Bookshop on Main Street from 1-3 p.m.

• Highlands First Presbyterian Church and the
music department of Western Carolina University
present “A Faculty Showcase Concert” featuring
Gamelan, a low tech ensemble of WCU music
department faculty and students at 4 p.m. at the
church and it’s free.

• At First Baptist Church, Blue Ridge Concert
at 6:30 p.m. The men who comprise BLUE RIDGE
have developed a style of singing that has become
popular with all who hear them. The group has 22
recordings to its credit with a total of over 220 songs.
9 of these songs have been released nationally in

The Highlands Community Players’ production of “The Last Night of
Ballyhoo” continues this weekend at the Performing Arts Center, 507
Chestnut Street in Highlands. Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, May 15,
16, and 17, the performances start at 7:30 p.m. and at 2:30 p.m. on
Sunday, May 18. Call the HCP box office, 526-8084 for reservations.
Tickets are $15 and may also be purchased at the door a half hour
before the play begins.

Reba Freitag (played by Jenny King) tends to her knitting while her
sister-in-law Boo Levy (played by Becky Schilling) schemes to get her
daughter invited to the Ballyhoo dance.

HCP’s ‘Ballyhoo’ runs
Thursday-Sunday this week

Mark your calendars! The Highlands Playhouse is hosting an auction
on Saturday, May 24 at 7 p.m. All items up for bid will be available for
inspection from 6 p.m. until the start of the auction, and we are pleased
to offer soft drinks, wine, and light hors doeurves during the preview
hour. Auctioneer Dodie Allen of Dodie’s Auction House in Sylva will be
presiding. We offer custom jewelry designed by Anthony Alexander, a
Magnavox TV, Hungarian Porcelain, two pieces of original artwork from
Bryant Art Glass, some interesting pieces of furniture, a beautiful
hammock from Brazil, miscellaneous box lots, and many other one-of-
a-kind items you just can’t live without. Don’t miss the fun and bargains
of a lifetime! Donations for the auction are gladly being accepted. Call
Dianne Ray at 828-743-5625 or 404-510-2175. See you there!

Highlands Playhouse fundraising
auction set for Saturday, May 24
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Tuesday, May 27
• Free Take Charge of Your Health Lecture

Series at Cashiers Chiropractic at Laurel Terrace.
Men only: “Andopause, disturbing symptoms” from
6-7 p.m. Please call to register: in Cashiers at 828-
743-9070 or in Highlands at 828-526-3709.

Wednesday, May 28
• The Village Nature Series is a free summer-

time lecture series co-hosted by Highlands-Cash-
iers Land Trust & Village Green. “New Perspectives
of Old Forests” with Will Blozan. Everyone is wel-
come. Lectures are held at the Albert Carlton Li-
brary in Cashiers. Lectures begin at 6:30 PM. Re-
freshments follow. There is no charge but dona-
tions are graciously accepted. Call HCLT for info:
526.1111

Tuesday & Wednesday, May 29-30
• Collective Spirits Wine Festival to benefit The

Bascom art center will be held at Highlands Coun-
try Club. Collective Spirits begins on May 29, at
6:30 p.m. with the tasting of carefully chosen inter-
national and domestic wines, plus piano music and
culinary stations. It continues on May 30 at 11 a.m.
with a buffet brunch, sparkling wine tasting and lec-
ture. At 1 p.m. the live auction begins, delivered by
well-known auctioneer Dennis Hall. For tickets or
information on becoming an event patron, call The
Bascom at (828) 526-4949 or email
info@thebascom.org.

Thursday, May 29
• Mirror Lake Improvement Association

meeting 7:30 p.m. at the Civic Center.
Friday, May 30
• Lakeside Restaurant present Delia Viader

Wine Dinner at 7 p.m. Begin the evening with a
Meet & Greet with Owner/Winemaker, Delia Viader.
Enjoy 5 current release varietals of Viader Wines
perfectly paired with Lakeside Specialties! $125 per
person plus tax and gratuity. Reservations Required.
Call 828-526-9419.

Ruby Cinemas
Hwy. 441, Franklin • 524-2076

Showing May 16-21

• UPCOMING EVENTS •
at the Performing Arts Center. Charge by phone:
(828) 526-9047 or by a visit to
www.highlandsperformingartscenter.org.

Saturday & Sunday, May 24-25
• More than 30 crafters and artists selling their

work at the up-coming Village Square Art & Craft
show in the Pine Street Park and the Highlands
Village Square. The show will feature folk art, fine
4art, metal work, wood work, pottery and more. Call
828-787-2021 for more information.

Saturday, May 24
• Mountain Garden Club Plant Sale Saturday,

from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m., at the Baseball Park on the
corner of Highway 64 East (North 4th Street) and
Hickory Street, in Highlands. The rain date is Sun-
day, May 25, from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. Come early
for the best pick at this once a year sale!

• The Highlands Playhouse is hosting an auc-
tion on Saturday at 7 p.m. All items up for bid will
be available for inspection from 6 p.m. until the start
of the auction, and there will be soft drinks, wine,
and light hors d’oeurves during the preview hour.
Auctioneer Dodie Allen of Dodie’s Auction House
in Sylva will be presiding. There will be custom jew-
elry designed by Anthony Alexander, a Magnavox
TV, Hungarian Porcelain, two pieces of original art-
work from Bryant Art Glass, some interesting piec-
es of furniture, a beautiful hammock from Brazil,
miscellaneous box lots, and many other one-of-a-
kind items. Don’t miss the fun and bargains of a
lifetime! Donations for the auction are gladly being
accepted. Call Dianne Ray at 828-743-5625 or 404-
510-2175. See you there!

• Old-Fashioned Bridge Pull will be held at the
site of The Bascom’s new art campus, on Oak
Street. The event is a free community celebration
where people can watch as a team of oxen pull the
covered bridge to its new location over the creek.
Refreshments and T-shirts will be available. For in-
formation, call (828) 526-4949 or visit
www.thebascom.org.

• Pet adoption at Whiskers on Main Street
11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sponsored by Castaway Crit-
ter Pet Rescue organization of Murphy, N.C.

Saturday, May 24
• Pancake Breakfast of the season, sponsored

by the Scaly Mountain Women’s Club. Guests
served from 7:30-10:30 a.m. by club members at
tables set in the historic Scaly School House, NC
Highway 106 and Buck Knob Road in downtown
Scaly. Cost is $5 for adults and $2.50 for children.
You may also order takeout. Proceeds from the
events provide scholarships for local students of all
ages who wish to continue their post-secondary
education in an academic setting or trade school.

Week of May 26
• The Town has designated the weekas Spring

Cleanup Week this year. Residents may arrange
for the collection of white goods, such as old wash-
ing machines or refrigerators, during that week by
calling the Town Office at 526-2118 during business
hours, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Sunday, May 25
• Dedication and ribbon cutting of the Bug Hill

Cottage at 2 p.m. at the Bug Hill Cottage, ca. 1908,
in the Historic Village next to the Civic Center.
There’ll be an “appearance” by Dr. Mary Lapham,
owner-operator of the sanitorium where the cottage
was used in the treatment of tuberculosis patients.
No admission. Park at the Civic Center.

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA:
PRINCE CASPIAN rated PG

Mon - Fri (5), 8
Sat & Sun: (1), (4), 7, 10

SPEED RACER
rated PG

Mon - Fri: (4), 7, 9:20
Sat & Sun: (1:30), (4), 7, 9:20

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS
rated PG-13

Mon - Fri:  (4:15), 7:15, 9:15
Sat & Sun: (2:15), (4:15), 7:15, 9:15

IRON MAN
rated PG-13

Mon - Fri: (4:30), 7:10, 9:30
Sat & Sun: (2), (4:30), 7:10, 9:30

Donald Walker enjoys every minute
– and everything in it. He is a craftsman
and master of his medium: ancient tim-
ber. Wood, even old lumber, is a living
thing, moving and shifting all the time.
Changes in temperature and moisture can
physically alter the size and shape of a
wooden joist or beam, warp it, make it
swell, shrink or crack. Walker takes it all
in stride and goes about his work calmly,
methodically. He saws, chisels, and planes
huge planks, accommodating their knots
and grain, coaxing them into a perfect
dovetail fit. He couldn’t do what he does
without a hefty dose of determination. His
friends tease he can be as stubborn as the
timber he works with.

Whether restoring an 1820s covered
bridge or hiking an old logging trail, he is
in perfect partnership, tongue-in-groove,
with his natural world. It’s hard to know
where his work stops and personal life
begins. He is equally happy in both realms,
loving each challenge. Walker does what
comes naturally, the old-fashioned way,
using kerosene lamps and wood for cook-
ing and heating. He believes that much of
the world has become a throwaway soci-
ety. Playing a major role in building a
bridge that will never fall under a bull-
dozer’s blade in the name of progress is a
great source of pride to him.

Walker is definitely his own man, liv-
ing by his own rules, one of which is a
rebellion against shaving. That earned him
the nickname “Sharp-dressed Man” be-
cause of his mountain-man image and
Z.Z. Top beard.

Since the early 1980s, Walker has
been an integral part of Arnold M. Gra-
ton Associates, Inc. Graton is a restorative
constructionist, bearer of the Graton fam-
ily standard to authentically reinstate vin-
tage buildings and covered bridges. He in-
corporates the same methods used centu-
ries ago. The work is hard, slow, exhaust-
ing, but intensely rewarding.

“Three hundred years from now,

Bridge builder passionate about history, detail
Meet Walker, other preservationists at The Bascom’s May 24 Bridge Pull

“The secret to life is enjoying the passage of time.” – James Taylor

when people are crossing a hand-built
bridge, I’ll be underground, smiling,”
Walker said. “It’s a great feeling knowing I
have been a part of preserving these beau-
tiful structures.”

It’s that kind of passionate devotion
and attention to historical detail that sets
Walker and Graton apart from the rest.
Along with their dedicated builder/part-
ner, Meg Dansereau, they are among a
handful of people on the planet who
knows how to tackle such a huge engi-
neering feat, using the most basic of tools.
And the amazing thing is, they have no
plans (it’s all in Arnold’s head), they use
no metal nails, screws, or braces, and they
do it one timber and hand-turned trun-
nel (peg) at a time.

Their hard work will be celebrated Sat-
urday, May 24, at The Bascom’s Bridge Pull
at the Oak Street site of The Bascom’s new
art campus, Hwy. 64, Highlands. Hours
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Everyone is invited.
Visitors are encouraged to walk the Green-
way and connect with the Nature/Sculp-
ture Trail leading straight to the bridge.
Trails will be marked. Park at the Recre-
ation Park/Highlands Civic Center and
follow the signs.

To ride a shuttle, park in the lower
level (only) of Highlands Plaza (just off
Hwy. 106) or at Regions Bank, 161 Spring
Street. Shuttles will run 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Popcorn, lemonade, bottled water and
apples will be onsite, along with live mu-
sic and fun for all. Watch a team of oxen
pull the bridge onto its moorings.

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to see history in the making,” said Donna
Woods, The Bascom’s events director.
“Meet Arnold, Meg, and the Sharp-dressed
Man. They love to talk about the restora-
tion and the Graton heritage. Bring your
camera and plan on a grand kick-off to
summer in Highlands.”

For more information, call The Bas-
com at (828) 526-4949, ext. 6#, or visit
www.thebascom.org.
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •
• At the Instant Theatre Company on Main

Street, Hurricane Creek Dance with Hurricane
Creek. No reservations required. Doors open at
7:30.

• “Replica of a Presidential State Dinner,” a
five-course wine dinner at Fressers Eatery at 6:30
p.m. featuring dessert by Roland Mesnier, legendary
White House Pastry Chef. $150 per person, plus
tax and gratuity. Call Fressers at 526-4188 for
reservations.

Saturday, May 31
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a

moderate 6 mile hike on the GA Bartram Trail from
Warwoman Dell to the Pinnacle, passing two
waterfalls along the way. Meet at Westgate Plaza
in Franklin, opposite Burger King, at 9 a.m. Drive
16 miles round trip. Hikers from Highlands or
Cashiers call leader for alternate meeting place.
Bring a drink, lunch, and wear sturdy comfortable
shoes. Hikes are limited to 20. Call leader, Gail
Lehman, 524-5298, for reservations or more
information. Visitors are welcome but no pets
please.

• At the Nature Center, the 5th Annual
Salamander Meander, 9 p.m. - until, ages 7 to adult:
A night search for some of the area’s magnificent
salamanders in the wild (advanced registration
required, $5/person).

• A “Washington Tea Party” from 2:30-4:30
p.m., at the Performing Art Center featuring a

lecture, demonstration and tea with Roland Mesnier,
legendary White House Pastry Chef. $75 per
person. Call Fressers at 526-4188 for reservations.

• “All the Presidents’ Pastries” at 6:30  at the
Performing Arts Center featuring a photo essay and
lecture followed by a champagne and dessert
reception and booksigning. $85 per person. Call
Fressers at 526-4188 for reservations.

Sunday, June 1
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take two

hikes, mostly downhill, in the Wayah Bald area. Hike
1, from Wayah Bald to Wayah Crest, is a 4.2 mile
easy-to moderate hike. Hike 2, from Wilson Lick
Ranger Station to Wayah Crest, is an easy 1.5 mile
hike. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin (opposite
Burger King) at 2 p.m. Drive 35 miles round trip.
Bring a drink, a snack if you wish, and wear sturdy
comfortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20 people.
Call leader Kay Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations
or more information. Visitors are welcome, but no
pets please.

• Christ Anglican Church of Highlands/Cashiers
and Community Bible Church series of concerts,
Sundays at CBC at 2:30. Love offerings will be given
to noted agencies. Gregory Broughton – a concert
of Spirituals & Gospel music benefiting The
Emergency Council

Monday-Saturday, June 2-14
• Summer Courses offered at the Highlands

Biological Station.Mammals of the Southern Appa-

lachian Mountains For program descriptions and
information about costs, academic credit, instruc-
tors, and prerequisites for our summer courses and
workshops visit http://www.wcu.edu/hbs/
currentyrcourses.htm or call the Highlands Biologi-
cal Station at (828) 526-2602.

Saturday, June 7
• For National Trail Day (June 7) the Nantahala

Hiking Club will take a moderate 4.5 mile hike on a
national trail — the NC Bartram Trail — ascending
Scaly Mtn. and descending to Tessentee
Campground with an elevation change of 1,000 feet.
Drive 15 miles round trip with car shuttle. Meet at
the Scaly Mtn. post office on Hwy. 106 at 9:30 a.m.
Bring a drink, lunch, and wear sturdy comfortable
shoes. Hikes are limited to 20. Call leader Virginia
Talbot, 526-4904, for reservations or more
information. Visitors are welcome but no pets
please.

• The plateau’s second annual Land Trust Day!
Treat yourself to a day of shopping and dining for a
great cause. When you support your local partici-
pating businesses you will be contributing to High-
lands-Cashier Land Trust’s mission to “save the
places we all love.” Participating businesses to be
announced. Contact HCLT for more info: 526.1111,
Julie.hitrust@earthlink.net, www.hicashlt.org.

Sunday, June 8
• HCP’s auditions for “A Funny Thing Hap-

pened on the Way to the Forum,” at PAC at 2 p.m.
The performance is Aug. 20-30.

Monday, June 9
• HCP’s auditions for “A Funny Thing Hap-

pened on the Way to the Forum,” at PAC at 5 p.m.

The performance is Aug. 20-30.
Wed.-Sat., June 11-14
• The Return of Herbert Bracewell” at The In-

stant Theatre. A superb comedy starring David Mil-
ford and Madeleine Davis. For tickets call the ITC
box office at 828-342-9197.

Thursday, June 12
• Join friends of Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust

for “Birding with the Audubon Society” This moder-
ate hike includes a trail lunch by the waterfalls.
Contact HCLT by June 11 to sign up & for info:
526.1111, Julie.hitrust@earthlink.net.

• The growing international problem of human
trafficking will be the focus of a community educa-
tion forum at the Franklin First United Methodist
Church 9 a.m. to  5 p.m. It is sponsored by the
Zonta Club of Franklin, REACH of Macon County
and the 30th Judicial District Alliance Against Do-
mestic Violence and Sexual Assault.  The forum is
open to the public at no cost.

Saturday, June 14
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will hike the

unofficial Bartram Trail in South Carolina, from the
state line at Hwy. 28 to Hwy. 107, including parts of
the Chattooga River Trail and the SC Foothills Trail.
The hike, rated moderate, is 6.9 miles in length with
a number of ups and downs along the way. Drive
60 miles round trip. Meet at the Highlands Bank of
America at 9 a.m. Hikers coming from Franklin or
Cashiers, call the leader for carpool and driving
information. Bring a drink, lunch, and wear sturdy
comfortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20. Call

Storyteller,
folklorist and
p l a y w r i g h t
Gary Carden
will provide an
evening of en-
tertainment at
the Martin-Lip-
scomb Per-
forming Arts
Center on
Chestnut Street
May 23 at 8
p.m. Carden’s
homespun hu-
mor mixed
with pathos de-
lighted the au-
diences who
saw him in the
Highlands Community Players’ produc-
tion of his play, “Raindrop Waltz,” that
the board of directors of PAC decided to
invite him back for a full evening of him
alone.

Carden grew up in Sylva, NC under
the care of his grandparents and he draws
upon that background to teach about
mountain life — with humor and respect.
Kathryn Stripling Byer, Poet Laureate of
North Carolina, has said, “Gary Carden
is an American original. A storyteller, a
playwright, and a fiction writer. He can
turn his voice to whatever needs com-

Storyteller Carden to do one-man show
at PAC on Friday, May 23

mentary or a
poet’s vision.
In many ways
he is our own
Garrison Keil-
lor, creator of
our own Ap-
p a l a c h i a n
Home Com-
panion. He
can hold an
audience in
his hands and
bring it to
tears or to roll-
in-the-aisle
laughter. You
can’t find this
sort of magic
often. We are

lucky to have Gary Carden among us.”
Carden has been granted numerous

awards, including the University of North
Carolina Award in Drama, the North
Carolina Arts Council Playwright’s Award,
the Appalachian Writers Association Book
of the Year Award for “Mason Jars in the
Flood,” and the North Carolina Language
and Life Award for preservation of moun-
tain heritage.

Tickets to “A Night with Gary
Carden” are $15 each and are available
now at the Performing Arts Center. Charge
by phone: (828) 526-9047.

Highlands is already on the radar
when it comes to wine, but this month’s
Collective Spirits wine festival promises
to stamp the town as a “grape destina-
tion.” Set for May 29-30 at Highlands
Country Club, the wine festival benefits
The Bascom, the area’s nonprofit center
for the visual arts.

In addition to the two-day spread of
auctions, wine tastings and lectures, sev-
eral area restaurants are joining into the
fun, hosting special “wine dinners” fea-
turing well-known wine personalities.

These pay-on-your-own wine din-
ners are offered Friday and Saturday
night, May 30 and 31.

The Friday night lineup is as follows:
• Wolfgang’s Restaurant and Wine

Bistro, featuring Bill Golden of Ferrari
Carano

• on the Verandah, featuring Micha-
el DeLoach of Hook and Ladder Vine-
yards

• Fressers Eatery, featuring Donna
Creese of St. Supery Winery

• Lakeside Restaurant, featuring De-
lia Viader of Viader Vineyards

The Saturday night lineup is as fol-
lows:

• Cyprus Restaurant, featuring Jere-
my Overman of Longview Wines

• The Log Cabin, featuring Nancy
Peach of Valckenberg International

• Rosewood Market (to be held at a
private home), featuring Martin Kolk of
Vinilandia USA and Tim Lundy.

A Saturday afternoon wine tasting at
Highlands Wine and Cheese Shop will
also feature Vinilandia’s Kolk.

“We’re really excited about these wine
dinners, which will round out a weekend
of wine and make our event even more
of a true wine festival,” said Donna
Woods, The Bascom director of events.
“We hope you will come out and support
these restaurants, as well as support The
Bascom’s education and exhibition pro-
gramming by purchasing a ticket to the
wine festival’s Thursday and Friday
events.”

Tickets to the 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
May 29, wine tasting, culinary sampling
and silent auction are $125. Tickets to the
11 a.m. Friday, May 30, brunch, sparkling
wine tasting and live auction are $100. A
two-day combination ticket is $200.

Corporate sponsors of the event are
Bank of New York-Mellon, First Citizens
Bank, Harry Norman Realtors and WHLC
FM 104.5.

To order tickets, call (828) 526-4949
or email info@thebascom.org.

•See EVENTS page 26

Wine dinners round out The Bascom’s
Collective Spirits festivities
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Manley’s
Auto Service

1597 S. Fourth Street
828-526-9805

Complete Auto Care
Towing Service Available

• ASE Certified

James “Popcorn” Manley
Owner/Operator

• 24 Hour Service
• Local & Long Distance Hauls

Manley’s Towing Service
526-9805 or 342-0583

“Heart of the
High Country”

Everyday at 8 a.m., noon, 5 p.m.,
7 p.m., 10 p.m., & midnight.’

The Visitor Information Program
airs at 7 am, 9 am, 4 pm, 6 pm,

9 pm, and 11 pm.

Highlands’ Own
TV Show...on Northland

Cable Channel 14.

It’s all about
Highlands

and its people!

7 Days A
Week 24
Hours

A Day...Even
Holidays

Roto-Rooter Plumbing &
Drain Cleaning of High-

lands and Cashiers

Based in Highlands • Call
526-8313 • Free Estimates

“We will locate, excavate
and pump it!”

Steve, Lori, Janice, Judy, Lila, Pam, Leesa
and Jarrett

A PROMISE FROM

“If we can’t offer you equal or better
coverage with an equal or better price,

we’ll tell you. Give us a try.
We want what’s best for you.”

AUTO • BUSINESS • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH
472 Carolina Way • Highlands, N.C.
828-526-3713 • 800-333-5188

WAYAH INSURANCE GROUP

... ANOTHER POV continued from page 9
We have computers examining every call, what’s next? How about mandatory GPS
trackers on our cars to look for suspicious travel? Maybe cameras in our
neighborhoods to check for illegal activity, or better yet, in our homes.

In light of the world situation we do need to be more diligent about these things,
but I share in the philosophy of General John Stark, New Hampshire’s most famous
Revolutionary War general who said, “Live Free or Die: Death is not the worst of evils.”

This country is facing an assault on personal privacy. Next week I will express
Another POV.

• UPCOMING EVENTS •

Joshilyn Jackson, best-selling author
of “Gods in Alabama” and “Between,
Georgia,” will be at Cyrano’s Bookshop
on Sunday, May 18, from 1-3 p.m. to sign
copies of her new novel, “The Girl Who
Stopped Swimming.” “Gods in Alabama,”
Jackson’s first book, was praised by critics
and readers alike, with the New York Post
declaring it “required reading,” and the
Atlanta Journal Constitution calling Ms.
Jackson’s writing

“Hip…sassy…endearing.” And “Be-
tween, Georgia” got raves from both Peo-
ple Magazine and the Washington Post.
Ms. Jackson and her family live outside of
Atlanta.

“The Girl Who Stopped Swimming”
is a mystery, a ghost story and an intro-
duction to a most unusual family. Laurel
Grey Hawthorne is a nationally known art
quilter who lives in Florida, has a won-
derful daughter, a passionate husband and
the perfect house. Everything is going great
— until that night when the ghost of her
14-year-old neighbor, Molly Dufresne,
shows up and leads Laurel out to the back-
yard pool, where Molly’s corpse is float-
ing. Molly’s death remains unexplained
until Laurel’s sister Thalia comes to help.

 “Gods in Alabama” author Joshilyn Jackson
at Cyrano’s on Sunday, May 18

An impoverished actress, and Laurel’s ex-
act opposite, Thalia wants to dig for the
emotional squalor lurking just below the
town’s—and her own family’s — image
of respectability.

In its review of “The Girl Who
Stopped Swimming,” USA Today says:
“The story builds to an exciting and vio-
lent ending, one that surprises yet seems
to fit. Following the twists in the odd, sul-
try story is not unlike traveling a hot, dusty
lane down in Florida, where colorful char-
acters and unexpected behavior become
the norm.”

Sara Gruen, author of the phenome-
nal best seller, “Water for Elephants”
writes, “Joshilyn Jackson has done it
again…. Nothing is quite as it seems, and
Jackson’s skilful unraveling of family se-
crets and betrayal left me breathless. You
must read this book!”

Cyrano’s Bookshop is located at 390
Main Street in Highlands, North Caroli-
na. Books can be reserved for autograph-
ing by calling (828) 526-5488 or sending
an e-mail to cyranos@nctv.com; to learn
more about our store please visit
www.cyranosbooks.com

ACS plans ‘Relay’ kick-off May 22
ciety and make a difference in the com-
munity. In honor of those who battle can-
cer 24 hours a day, team members typi-
cally take turns walking the track through-
out the day and night.

At every Relay For Life event, we cele-
brate the lives of those who have battled
cancer through our Survivor’s Lap and sur-
vivor recognition. The strength of survi-
vors inspires others to continue to fight.
We also remember loved ones lost to the
disease with our Luminaria Ceremony. At
Relay, people who have walked alongside
those battling cancer can grieve and find
healing. Finally, we fight back against can-
cer because everyone has been touched
by cancer and we want to put an end to
the disease. Relay helps individuals make
a commitment to save lives by taking up
the fight. For more information, please
visit www.relayforlife.org or call Jill Ream
toll-free at 866-227-7798.

The American Cancer Society will
host a Kick Off celebration for the 2008
Relay For Life of Mountain Top on Thurs-
day, May 22 at Grace Community Church
on Highway 107 N. in Cashiers. This fun-
filled event will be exciting for all ages!
The 2008 ‘Carnival of Hope’ theme will
be complete with barbecue, music, face-
painting, clowns and more! In 2007, the
Mountain Top Relay For Life raised
$159,750 for the American Cancer Soci-
ety, claiming the number-one per capita
Relay For Life event in the nation for the
seventh year in a row. The 2008 Relay For
Life of Mountain Top will be held August
22-23 at The Cashiers Community Park.

Relay For Life is a fun-filled overnight
event designed to celebrate survivorship
and raise money for research and pro-
grams of your American Cancer Society.
Teams of family members, friends, co-
workers, and others join together each year
to raise funds for the American Cancer So-

leader Doug Deane, 864-718-9265, for reservations
or more information. Visitors are welcome but no
pets please.

• At the Nature Center, Nature by Night 9-10:30
p.m., ages 6 to adult): Bring a flashlight and learn
about nocturnal animals through a variety of
activities, games, and observations in the Botanical
Garden (advanced registration required, $2/person).



• CLASSIFIEDS •
Free Classified Ads for items
FOR SALE less than $1,000.

All other terms:
20 words for $5; $2 for
each 10-word increment.

Email copy to:
highlandseditor@aol.com

or FAX to 1-866-212-8913
Send check to:

Highlands’ Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782

HELP WANTED

HIGHLANDS FALLS COUNTRY CLUB Now
hiring seasonal part-time/full-time positions Golf Shop
sales associate & cart attendant positions. Call for Ap-
pointment Allen 526-2189  5/1

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY –
The Episcopal Church of the Incarnation is looking for
a part-time receptionist (Monday, Wednesday, Friday
9 am-1 pm). If you are interested, please submit re-
sumes to PO Box 729 Highlands, NC 28741.

RN NEEDED for upscale retirement community.
Oversee health care needs of 26 assisted living resi-
dents, including supervising CNAs and med techs.
Good public relations and customer service skills need-
ed. Apply in person at chestnut Hill, 64 Clubhouse Trail,
Highlands, NC. Or email your resume to
admin@chestnuthillslc.com. Drug screening and back-
ground check. EOE. 4/17

WHY KNOT KNIT HIGHLANDS is seeking a
manager for its knitting retail shop. Must be courteous,
dependabe and know how to knit. For more info, con-
tact: Beki at #404-542-2904.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH is accepting re-
sumes for an Office Assistant. Computer skills, people
skills and creative abilities are required. 828-526-4685
or office@cbchighlands.com

THE INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS, NC is seeking part time administra-
tive assistant starting May 1, 2008. Applicant must have
both written and oral Spanish knowledge, must be mo-
tivated and work well with others. Basic computer skills
are necessary. Additional training will be given once
applicant begins. For more information please call Jill
at 828-526-9938 x 290.

COOK AND DIETARY AIDE at Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital.  Various shifts and days available.  Must
be able to work weekends and be able to read and
speak English.  Salary depends on experience.  Full
benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an in-
crease in pay, available after 30 days of full-time em-
ployment.  Pre-employment screening required.  Call
Mandy Talley at 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! Are you interest-
ed in a new career? Become a Certified Nursing As-
sistant for Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and Fidelia Eck-
erd Living Center. C.N.A. classes will start on Tues-
day, May 27, 2008. Students will be paid while in class
Mondays through Fridays for 6 hours a day. Upon grad-
uation and successful completion of the exam, students
will become a Certified Nursing Assistant and will re-
ceive a substantial increase in pay. Excellent benefit

package after 30 days. Pre-employment substance
screening. If interested in joining a dynamic healthcare
team, call Robbin Houston at 828-526-1317, or apply
online through our website at www.hchospital.org.

PLANT OPERATIONS MANAGER is need at
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. There will be an overall
responsibility for the physical and equipment mainte-
nance operation for all facilities owned and operated
by HCH. Four years experience in hospital mainte-
nance with a working knowledge of methods and tech-
niques used in electrical, mechanical, and building
maintenance. A minimum of two years in hospital safety
management with a working knowledge of current
JCAHO standards. C-Well Certification is preferred.
Effective leadership and management skills are impor-
tant. Full-Time, Monday through Friday position. Must
be able to take call. Full benefits, or the option to opt
out of benefits for an increase in pay, available after 30
days of full-time employment. We are now offering part-
time employees, working at least 24 hours a week,
medical insurance. Pre-employment screening re-
quired. Call Human Resources at 828-526-1301 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org.

RNS at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and Fidelia
Eckerd Living Center. Full, Part-time and PRN posi-
tions available for 12 hour day and night shifts. Excel-
lent wage scale, with shift and weekend differentials.
Full benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an
increase in pay, available after 30 days of full-time em-
ployment. We are now offering part- time employees,
working at least 24 hours a week, medical insurance.
Pre-employment screening required. Call Human Re-
sources at 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

DIRECTOR OF NURSING is needed in the
beautiful mountains of Western North Carolina. Expe-
rienced nurse leader for a 24-bed Critical Access Hos-
pital, responsible for managing a budget, quality of
patient care, customer satisfaction, and the oversight
of management for the Acute Care Unit (Med/Surg),
ER, OR, PACU and GI Lab, Hospice, and Cardio-Pul-
monary. Must be able to provide leadership for man-
agers and staff, and conduct recruitment and retention
activities. Masters degree with a background in nurs-
ing leadership required. This position reports directly
to the CEO/President of Highlands-Cashiers Hospital,
working closely with the QA Nurse Manager and the
VP of Operations. Full benefits, or the option to opt out
of benefits for an increase in pay, available after 30
days of full-time employment. Pre-employment screen-
ing required. Call Human Resources at 828-526-1301
or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II at Fidelia Eckerd Living Center.
Full-time, positions for night shifts. Our wage scale is
$11.00 to $14.40 per hour, and you also receive shift
and weekend differentials. Full benefits, or the option
to opt out of benefits for an increase in pay, available
after 30 days of employment. Pre-employment sub-
stance screening. Call Human Resources, 828-526-
1301 or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

LOST & FOUND

CANOE FOUND IN MIRROR LAKE. Call 828-
506-0308 for details

YARD SALES

WHOLE HOUSE MULTI-FAMILY SALE May
15, 16, 17 at Sequoyah Point Way off U.S. 64 west,
across from Webbmont. Furniture, fixtures, accesso-
ries, tools, clothes, linens, dishes, paintings, and much
more. EVERYTHING MUST GO! Call 342-2302

   5/15
SAT, MAY 17, FROM 9 AM-?. 30 Lullwater Rd.

Franklin (just off Highlands Rd, between Cullasaja Exx-
on and Walnut Creek). Lots of stuff: household, furni-
ture, office furniture, equipment and supplies, etc.

Sat. May 17 – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Willow loveseat,
table and foot stool, golf equipment, lighting, TV ta-
bles, bedding, household items, crafts & more! Hicks
Road to Mirrormont to Bonnie to 1743 Dolly Lane.

SATURDAY, MAY 24 – HIGHLANDS PLAY-
HOUSE AUCTION AT 6 P.M. Preview Hour includes
wine, and hors d’oeuvres.Auction starts at 7:00pm.
Sampling of articles: Hungarian Porcelain, crystal, fur-
niture, TV, mixed box lots.

WORK WANTED

MALE HOME HEALTH AIDE – Available for
days or night shift. 11 years experience. Call Desmond.
828-421-3714. 5/22

LOOKING FOR YARD WORK -- Experienced
and dependable. CAll 828-200-1038.

HOME DUTY SITTER available for elderly, car-
ing, experienced with references. Please call for hours
available and specifics. Denise - 369-3813

EXPERIENCED FINISH CARPENTER: Call Al-
fredo at 828-349-1590. You can also call the Interna-
tional Friendship Center to see how we can help! 828-
526-9938 x 290

CLEANING OR RESTAURANT WORK
WANTED:Contact Gloria at 828-371-5806. You can
also call the International Friendship Center to see how
we can help! 828-526-9938 x 290.

LOOKING FOR A HOUSEKEEPER?Call Dora
at 828-200-1038. Call Janet at 828-399-9693 or 828-
526-9709. Luz Maria at 349-2735. Cira at 349-1838.
Erica at 864-886-9986. You can also call the Interna-
tional Friendship Center to see how we can help! 828-
526-9938 x 290

EXPERIENCED TRUCK DRIVER SEEKS
FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT: Call Mike at 828-524-
4052. You can also call the International Friendship
Center to see how we can help! 828-526-9938 x 290.

RETAIL SPACE FOR  RENT

UNIQUE COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY on
Main St Highlands. 800 sq ft retail/office space just in
time for the season. Space includes bath & kitchen.
Call for details 526-3363.

PRIME OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT — 800 sq.
ft., air-conditioned, heated, plenty of parking. Call 526-
5673.

IN-TOWN COMMERCIAL SPACE WITH
0PTIONAL LIVING SPACE FOR RENT. Charming
and supremely convenient commercial building In high
traffic district. One block off main, Walking distance to
Main Street shopping at Old Edwards Inn. Loft apart-
ment above commercial space. Commercial space
$1,700/month. Loft $850/month. Call today to sched-
ule a showing! 828-526-2769.Ask for Ralph.

UNIQUE COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY ON
MAIN ST HIGHLANDS. 800 sq ft retail/office space
just in time for the season. Space includes bath & kitch-
en. Call for details 526-3363.

RETAIL SPACE FOR LEASE, Hearthstone
Center on busy Hwy 64 beside the old Hardee’s, 2,052
sq ft, High visibility, Plenty of parking, Great retail loca-
tion ready to be occupied, central heat & air, carpet,
excellent condition, Busy shopping center, Call 828-
243-2939 or 828-743-9454 for more information.

RETAIL/OFFICE SPACE - 800 - 3,000 Sq Ft.
Located in Highlands Plaza. Entrances on Hwy. 28 &

106. Great Visibility. High Traffic. Abundant Parking.
Reasonable Terms. Best location in town. Call 864-
630-0808 for info.

RESIDENTIAL SPACE FOR  RENT

1 BEDROOM, Living Room, Kitchen, Patio,. 6-
month lease. Utilities included except phone. 1 month’s
security deposit. $650 a month. Call 526-2679.

IN TOWN 2/2 FULLY FURNISHED CONDO.
LR, DR, sun room, w/d. Rent in line with length of lease.
Call 828-421-2144.

NEW 3 BED PLUS LOFT/3.5 BATH Log home
in Cashiers with view from decks, main level incl. mas-
ter furnished.$1,900/month. Call  813-972-2111 5/15

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, Heat, AC, great location
just off the Highlands Road in Franklin. $750 per month.
Call Sandy 342-6806 or 524-7350.

DOWNSTAIRS APARTMENT one bedroom, liv-
ing room, bathroom. Close to Town. $700/mth, utilities
included. Call 828-342-0157.

ONE BR/ONE BATH FURNISHED APART-
MENT close to town including all utilities except phone.
$750. Contact Tucker or Jeannie Chambers, The
Chambers Agency, REALTORS. 828-526-3717.

1BED/1BATH 900sq.ft. $825/month includes util-
ities.$300 deposit. Unfurnished.Non-smoker perferred.
Walking distance to town. (828)526-9494

ON MIRROR LAKE – Charming 3 bed, 2 bath.
Huge sunroom, stone fireplace, 3 decks, canoe, fur-
nished. Available Nov-May. $1500 a month plus utili-
ties. Call 770-435-0678.

COTTAGE FOR RENT – 1BR, 1BA in town @
Chestnut Cottages. Private, screen porch, Heat/AC,
FP, extra sleeping loft, furnished or unfurnished. 6
month lease - $750. monthly plus utilities. Call 526-
1684.

VACATION RENTAL

4 BEDROOMS, 2.5 BATHS, LONG RANGE
VIEW, Sleeps 9, Immaculate, Newly Remodeled, $875/
week.Lower rates for 4 persons or less.See photos at
http://vrbo.com/181808.305-458-0033. 6/5

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB –  Sorry, golf
and club priviledges not available. $2,495 a week. Call
912-230-7202.

THE LODGE ON MIRROR LAKE – Fish or ca-
noe from deck. Available weekly, monthly, 3-day min.
Call 828-342-2302.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

WALK TO TOWN — .75 acre off Hicks Rd in
Mirror Lake. Beautifully wooded hillside elevation.
Water, Electric and driveway. Make an Offer. Call 828-
200-9334.

RV SITES FOR RENT OR LEASE IN-TOWN.
Walk to Main Street. Call for details. (828)526-1684.

REDUCED FROM $459,000 to $399,000. NEW
CONSTRUCTION WITH LONG RANGE VIEW — 3
Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Cathedral Ceilings, Stone
Fireplace, Hardwood Floors, Granite Kitchen, Buck
Creek area, $399,000 firm. (305) 458-0033. 6/5

LAND FOR SALE – By owners. Unrestricted,
64+ acres. Close to Highlands. 360-degree view. Level
pastures. 2 bed house and highway frontage. Call 828-
526-2879. 5/29.

1,600 SQ.FT. HANDICAPPED ACCESS. house
on 2 acres. 3br/2 large bath w/roll under sinks; eleva-
tor, finished basement w/workshop area, 2 car carport;

•See CLASSIFIEDS page 27
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OFFICE DESK FOR SALE. 30x60, dark oak fin-
ish, 6 drawers. $150. Call Sandy at 369-6263 or 524-
7350.

JEEP RIMS – 17-inch aluminum factory rims off
2005 Jeep Liberty 4x4. Brand new! Complete set of 4
$800. Valued at $265 each. Call 706-982-2254.

BARELY USED 30GB ZUNE VIDEO MP3
PLAYER. Comes with leather case. $150 or best of-
fer. Call Davis at 828-526-9152 for more information.

BALDWIN ACROSONIC PIANO Excellent con-
dition. $300. Call 743-5151.

TWO SIT-ON TOP KAYAKS. Orange. Paddles
included. $500 for both. Call Lisa at 770-842-3784.

THREE “HOUSE OF DENMARK” BOOKCAS-
ES  – walnut, 3’ x 6’, containing TV, tape player, turn
table, radio/CD. Sold as an entertainment unit includ-
ing 2 Advent speakers. $550. Call 526-9273.

MISC. ITEMS – Play Station 2 $75; Old Walt Dis-
ney movies (never opened); Indoor plants; Girls’ bicy-
cle; Collectible Basketball Cards (never opened). Call
526-9123.

SNOW TIRES For Ford Expedition 03-05 facto-
ry rims. Complete set of 4 only $400. Size 17 x 75 J.
Call Wolfgang at 526-8396.

POOL TABLE – Peter Vitalie 8’ x 50" pool table,
burl wood rails, upgrades leather pockets, new upgrad-
ed felt – oak in color – $3,400.Table located in Cash-
iers, Call 770-313-0899.

BARBOUR COAT Burghley Duster. $350. Call
526-9027.

MASSEY FERGUSON DIESEL DELUXE 35
WITH POWER STEERING. Completely  rebuilt, re-

Runaround
Sue

Pet Sitting
• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@aol.com

526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@verizon.net

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner
1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Nature Dried
Fire wood

Call:  526-2251

• CLASSIFIEDS •

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•

new metal roof; native stone fireplace & landscaping;
new hardwood floors. Bordered by USFS. creek and
Buck Creek Road. Access to fish pond.$329,000. Call
524-6038. 5/15

HOUSE FOR SALE IN WEST PALM BEACH,
FLORIDA. 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath in adorable, quiet
neighborhood 2 miles from ocean and Palm Beach
Island and 5 miles from downtown. $450,000. Call 561-
379-9151.  7/31

MOTOR COACH SITE – DOWNTOWN HIGH-
LANDS. With Cedar shake Coach House. Gated. Pri-
vate. Overlooks active stream. Short walk to shopping
and dining. Located at the cor. of Fifth and Chestnut
Sts. For all info. visit at your leisure: www.JTIMMS.com/
HIDDENCREEK or contact owner directly at 828-526-
5333.

LOTS FOR SALE – .85 AC lot off Turtle Pond.
Backs to USFS. Views. $30K; .90 AC lot, drive cut in.
$30k. 2-bed septic approved. Ready to build. New
shared well for both. Call Ty at 828-577-9261.

UPPER CLEAR CREEK ROAD AT CORNET
LANE 1.20+ acres less than 4 miles to Main Street.
Paved Access. Some winter views 3 sided corner lot
has old logging road as your driveway. $62,500 Call
526-9021 or 787-2307.

HOUSE FOR SALE (ISLAMORADA, FLORI-
DA) – Two bedroom, one and ½ bath conch house for
sale at Mile Marker 86, near Founders Park on Ocean-
side. House sits on a 8,520 square foot lot in a great
subdivision with a public boat ramp on the next street
over. Founders Park, which is across the street, has a
park with a boat ramp, marina, pool, beach, tennis

courts, etc. Great deal — owner moving out of state.
$475,000. Call 305-852-4369 for more info.

OCEAN FRONT – Beautiful home in Surf City,
N.C. zoned residential/commercial. Walk to pier and
town. 7-bed, 4 full baths. Separate apartment. Good
rental income. Call 919-340-2280.

HOUSE FOR SALE – HFCC 2 story split, 3/2,
large lot, lake, golf course, mountain views, member-
ship available but optional. $795,000. Call 526-4154.

LAND BY OWNER – 3/4 acre lot. Close to Town.
Very, very, level building lot. Community water avail-
able. $79,000. Call Ginger at 828-526-4959.

OCEANFRONT LOT KEY LARGO, FLORIDA
– Cleared, buildable with all services. Last unimproved
lot in Silver Shores subdivision. $599,900. For infor-
mation and photos call Frank (954) 964-7649 or email
ft442@bellsouth.net.

ITEMS FOR SALE

BEAUTIFUL AND COMFORTABLE NEW
WOODEN ROCKER with slated seat in Oak finish.
$85. Call 526-4340 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

UPSCALE PINE COMPUTER ARMOIRE – paid
$1,500. Asking $400. Like new. 58” x 78” Call 404-
314-4909 or 526-0545.

BEAUTIFUL BLACK WICKER SOFA – for
porch. Custom cushions. like new. 98” $400. Call 404-
314-4909 or 526-0545.

8-PIECE BED ENSEMBLE – California King
multi-color reversible comforter, 2 king shams, bed skirt,
quilted matching throw, 4 decorative pillios. $30. Call

526-9966.
20-PIECE WROUGHT IRON PATIO SET WITH

COORDINATING SUNBRELLA FABRICKS. Table,
4  chairs, 6 side chairs, love seat, coffee table, 2 chaises,
accent tables. Priced separately. Call 526-9966.

JENN-AIRE – DOWN DRAFT COOK TOP. Like
New., Take Out. Originally $585. Asking $125. Call 743-
7878.

AB LOUNGE — New, taken out of box, but never
used. $60. 526-9107.

SACRIFICE. BEAUTIFUL DIAMOND RING –
Center stone. VS1, 3.24kt, .60kt baget side diamonds
in 14kt. gold. Call 828-526-5684. Leave message. 5/
15

FREE DINING ROOM TABLE, Glass Top, 6
chairs. White. Call 526-5910

DUMP TRAILER — 12 ft. hydralic. $1,200. Call
526-5910.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Medallion Back Sofa,
Louis XV substyle. $300. Matching Lady’s and Gentle-
man’s Chairs, $400 set.  Rocking Chair, Lincoln Type,
upholstered. $175. Sold separately or all for $750. Call
Sandy at 369-6263.

FRENCH HORN Recently overhauled Conn 6-
D double, excellent condition $1,500. 828-526-2905
leave message

GREEN PRINT VELOUR SWIVEL ROCKER,
new, $250; blue stripe club chair w/ottoman, like new,
$175; large pine armoire, like new, $200;.Simms X-
large waders w/attached boots, bought at Highland
Hiker, used 3 times, $250. Call Beatrice or Dennis at
743-5600.

• Leaf Cleanup
• Property
  Maintenance
• Rock Work

• Water Features
• Erosion Control
• Land Clearing

Edwards
Electric Service

of Highlands
Call: 526-5147

UnifUnifUnifUnifUniform Paorm Paorm Paorm Paorm Pavingvingvingvingving
& Seal Coating& Seal Coating& Seal Coating& Seal Coating& Seal Coating

Leonard Harrison, Owner
828-361-5343

“All work
guaranteed”

10% discount on all seal coating



828-526-2416.

SERVICES

EXCAVATING – Road Construction and Main-
tenance. Tree Service. Forest and Property Manage-
ment. 35 years experience. Refercnes. Rick Smith.
Zotol, Inc. 828-526-4886. 5/29

DOES YOUR LOVED ONE NEED HELP
NIGHTS? 15 years experience. CPR trained. Call Jean
at 828-342-1603 or 828-369-9812.         5/15

WE BUY / SELL SWISS MADE OR COLLE-
TABLE WATCHES - Rolex, Patek, GP, Vacheron,
Hamilton, antiques others, call Watch Highlands at
828.200.9726.

CLOCK REPAIR – Antique or modern. Compli-
cated antiques are my specialty. Experienced and de-
pendable with house calls available. Call 706-704-9631
or visit  my website at www.oldclockrepair.com. Joseph
McGahee, clockmakder.

MILT’S LAWN SERVICE – Lawn mowing, weed
eating, yard cleaning & light hauling. Call Bill at 828-
524-8659 or Milton at 828-421-7919 or 828-369-3569.
6/5

FIREWOOD “Nature Dried” Call 526-2251.
CUTTING EDGE TREE SERVICE - “Let us go

out on a Limb for You.” We specialize in tree removal,

painted, new tires. Includes scrape blade, and an 8,000
lbs. tandem axle trailer. Sharp Package! $7,500. Call
(828)526-1684 and leave message.

ANTIQUE ORNATE WALNUT Victorian gold
velvet sofa and blue chair. Call 369-0498 and leave
message.

BEAMS, FLOORING AND ENTIRE
STRUCTERS:  HAND HEWN BEAMS.  Beautiful
material, large faces, $3.50-$4.50 per board foot.
Wormy white oak flooring (milled w/ a t&g), 6-12"
widths, $8.00 per ft. Original, reclaimed white and yel-
low pine flooring, random wide widths (6-16") $6/board
ft. Wide barn siding, $3/ft. Also historic log cabins and
barns ready to reassemble. 215-529-7637.Delivery
available.

DINING ROOM TABLE & 8 CHAIRS – (7 w/o
leaves) Great forMountain Home. Nearly New. Good
Condition. Leather & Upholstered chairs. $1,000. Call
Linda at 526-1517.

ANTIQUE CHERRY DINING TABLE from Es-
tate Sale.Double drop-leaf. Rope carved legs. Seats
4-10 people Extends to 4x10 ft $1,500 obo  828-787-
1515

DOG KENNEL. 10' x 10' x 6', heavy gauge chain-
link.  Like New. $175, was $270. call 828.389.2722
Hayesville, NC

DELUXE VENTED GAS heater high btu, slight-
ly used, $100. 524-6038.

CUSTOM DECK SET – Painted aluminum Love
seat & club chair with laminated waverly cushions.
$125. Call 526-1078.

ANTIQUE BEAMS, FLOORING AND STRUC-
TURES: Hand hewn beams in oak and yellow pine.
Beautiful material, large faces, $3.50-$4 per board foot.
Original, reclaimed white and yellow pine flooring, ran-
dom wide widths (6-16") $6/board ft. Also selling entire
log and timber frame structures. 215-529-7637
(www.jcwoodworking.info)

BEAUTIFUL FLOORING: Wormy white oak
flooring, resawn, milled and ready to lay w/ t&g, 6-12"
widths, $8/sq. ft. 215-529-7637

LOG CABIN KIT – 32 x 24 8 1/2 inch yellow
Pine logs. Walls only. $9,999. Call 526-0241.

HILTI TE 805 DEMOLITION HAMMER. New.

Case & 4 bits. $500. 828-526-2700 or 828-421-7886
SLEEPER SOFA – Neutral Plaid. Like New.

$145. Call 864-972-8525.
SOLID DARK OAK DINETTE CABINET.

19"x64"x84".3 glass windows on top. 3 drawers on bot-
tom. 2 bottom doors with keys. Imported from Belgium.
Excellent condition. $1,500. Call 369-3250.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2006 POLARIS RANGER BROWNING
EDITION 700XP. Has dual gun scabbards, complete
cab system, and 4000lb warn winch. Has 78 hours on
it. I have $16,000 invested in it asking $11,000 OBO.
Call cell (828) 421-0730 leave message.

1979 CJ7 JEEP – original parts, runs well, rebuilt
engine, new tires. $8,000 or OBO. Call 508-6533. 5/
29

CHEVROLET TAHOE LS 4X4 1999 135K miles,
black, grey interior, luggage rack, great for hauling or
towing, $6,400 828.526.5210

2002 CHEVROLET TAHOE – 4-dr, 63,500 miles.
Green with tan leather.Excellent condition. $14,000.
Call 828-743-6946.

EUROPEAN CAR OWNERS – Most European
manufacturers require synthetic oils and fluids in their
vehicles. AMSOIL has a complete line of oil products
to improve mileage and maintenance intervals. Syn-
thetics last longer, reducing environmental waste. AM-
SOIL is proven #1 and does not void your warranty.
Available at Hayman’s Automotive on Highlands Road.
Call Clay (828) 342-1603 or 828-369-9812.

 5/15
1992 TOYOTA CELICA ST – White, AT, 164k,in

good shape. Call 828-200-0465.
2002 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER, Blk/tan leath-

er, NAV, wood-grain, 6 CD,80,400 miles w/ ext. war-
ranty to 116k miles. $25,000. 770-965-6551

2003 VOLKSWAGON JETTA GLS SEDAN –
4-door, 5-speed, AC, Power Everything. Cruise, Pre-
mium Sound System, Moon Roof, Leather Seats,
85,000 miles. $10,500. Call 526-3606.

2002 TOYOTA TACOMA TRUCK – Good Con-
dition. 67,000 miles, new battery, wipers, tires. $7,000.
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Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, May 15, 2008 - Page 29

trimming, Lot/View clearing, under brushing and stump
grinding. Quality work and Fully insured. For Free Es-
timate call 524-1309 or 421-2905.

 TREE SERVICE – From view clearing to the
most complicated tree removal, under brushing, stump
removal/grinding/brush chipping/hauling and storm
clean-up. For good quality, dependable services, fully
insured, give us a call at 828-526-2251.

HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL HEMLOCK WOOLLY
ADELGID TREATMENT & FERTILIZATION – Great
Results by J&J Lawn and Landscaping services. NC
Licensed Applicator, Highlands, NC 828-526-2251.

J&J  LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES
– complete lawn and landscaping service, spring clean-
up, gutter cleaning, under-brushing, tree removal, lot
clearing, storm cleanup, rockwork, retaining walls, flow-
erbeds, firewood. 828-526-2251.

SHIPPING SERVICES - STORK’S WRAP,
PACK & SHIP UPS Ground & Next Day Air services
and large  furniture shipping available. Packing servic-
es and/or supplies. Gift wrapping and fax services. 323
Hwy 107 N., Cashiers, NC (1/2 mile from crossroads)
(828) 743-3222.

HIGHLANDS SHUTTLE SERVICE – Atlanta Air-
port Shuttle. Drive - Away •  Auto Delivery. All Out-of-
Town Trips Driving Services. Call 526-8078.

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•
Climate Controlled

Self Storage
• Units Available •

Highlands Storage Village
828-526-4555

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Mountain Rayz

Open Monday-Friday 9-6 • Saturday 10-2
616 Pierson Drive • Highlands

828-526-8266 or 828-526-TANN

Tanning & Nail Salon
Nails by Jenna Schmitt

    Walk-ins Welcome

Jim Kidd
Custom pools, spas,

remodeling & hardscapes
Call: 941-727-0973 or

941504-0254

Except for health insurance costs and
a 4% cost of living adjustment, no adjust-
ments have been made to current salary and
fringe benefits of each departmental bud-
get. In addition only four new positions
have been added to the budget – one each
in law enforcement, finance, maintenance
and social services.

In addition to funding the schools cap-
ital improvement projects, the budget also
includes a 5% increase in current expense
– a continuation of the $700,000 appro-
priation for current capital outlay and full
funding for the requested teacher supple-
ment. “The funding scenario should keep

Macon around the state average for county
appropriations per student and probably
above average in terms of capital outlay per
student,” said Horton.

The county commission scheduled sev-
eral worksessions to go over the proposed
budget prior to the public hearing and its
subsequent adoption. Worksessions will be
in the board room at the courthouse May
20 and May 29 from 6-8 p.m. A public hear-
ing on the budget is set for June 9 with
possible adoption at the June 16 meeting.

Horton said the budget will be online
and available in hard copy prior to the pub-
lic hearing.  – Kim Lewicki

... TAXES continued from page 18



• REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS •

VISIT YOUR LOCAL HUSQVARNA DEALER FOR EXPERT ADVICE, SERVICE AND FULL SELECTION.

TM

 

HIGHLAND'S OUTDOOR TOOL 
2330 CASHIERS

HIGHLANDS NC 28741

LTH1538 Yard Tractor

15.5 hp Briggs & Stratton Intek engine•
38" deck with Air Induction™ mowing technology provides superior cut•
Lever-operated hydrostatic transmission moves you forward/reverse with
ease

•

Cast iron front axle and welded frame•

Price...$1499.95

125BVx Hand Held Blower

E-Tech II® engine combines reduced exhaust emissions with superior
power/weight ratio

•

In-line air outlet provides great balance and easy maneuverability•
Includes complete vac kit•
Metal mulch blade•
28 cc, 170 mph/425 cfm, 9.7 lbs•

Price...$179.95

W21 Commercial Walk Behind

6 hp Kawasaki engine, 2.1 quart fuel capacity•
Heavy-duty cast aluminum deck•
Durable one piece handle•
Crankshaft support•
21" cutting width, adjustable cutting from .8" to 3.5"•

Price...$949.95

455 Rancher Chain Saw

X-Torq® engine reduces fuel consumption up to 20% and emissions up to
60%

•

Smart Start® one-touch choke/stop control for easy starting.•
LowVib® anti-vibration system minimizes fatigue•
Air Injection™ removes up to 97% of debris before it enters the filter•
56 cc, 3.5 hp, 12.8 lbs without bar and chain, 18" bar•

Price...$394.95

PIN, Address, Grantee, Date, Sale, Grantor, Assessed Value

526-4925
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Flats / Scaly Mtn.
• 0632323, OFF RD 1626,

TOMLIN DAN T, 3/25/2008,
$153,000., DANIEL BENNETT
H, $171,0900

• 0650680, RD 1625, SKY
VALLEY-SCALY MTN VOL FIRE
& RESCUE, 3/18/2008, $0., SKY
VALLEY-SCALY MTN VOL FIRE
& RESCUE, $151,950.

• 0650724, 116 LOVE RD,
BILLINGSLEY VIRGINIA LIFE
EST, 3/31/2008, $0., BILLINGS-
LEY VIRGINIA LIFE EST,
$33,250.

• 0650725, RD 1622
TRACT 2 BARTRAM RIDGE,
BARTRAM RIDGE DEVELOP-
MENT LLC, 3/31/2008, $0., CO-
RAM SUSAN P, $184,410.

• 0650726 RD 1622 TRACT
1 BARTRAM RIDGE, WALSH
LAURE SWANNER, 3/31/2008,
$310,000., BARTRAM RIDGE
DEVELOPMENT LLC,
$259,560.

• 0600045, 144 POND RD
LOT 52 KING MTN SUBD, HEIL-
ER ALFRED, 4/10/2008,
$225,000., SAXON MORT-
GAGE SERVICES INC,

$381,860.
• 0600079, 414 EASTSIDE

DUCK MTN RD OFF HWY 106,
THE BARN AT DUCK CROSS-
ING LLC, 4/28/2008, $0.,
STEPHENS MICHAEL F,
$425,090.

• 0600474, 210 BELL-
WOOD DR OFF HWY 106,
HALL SANFORD J TRUSTEE,
3/20/2008, $0., HALL SANDY,
$278,290.

• 0622317 OFF HWY 106
LOT 19 THOMAS KNOB, CAL-
LAS LINDA S, 4/15/2008, $0.,
LSI MORTGAGE INC, $118,420.

• 0622319, 22 HIGH MEAD-
OW DR LOT 21 THOMAS
KNOB, BANNON GEORGE, 3/
28/2008, $582,500., LEMM KEN,
554600.

• 0622334, OFF HWY 106
LOT 36 THOMAS KNOB, CAL-
LAS LINDA S, 4/15/2008, $0.,
LSI MORTGAGE INC, $33,930.

• 0645787, 535 BOB LONG
MOUNTAIN RD TRACT 2, BAR-
TENFELD CHELSEA L TRUST-
EE, 4/1/2008, $455,000., EN-
GLAND WILLIAM J TRUSTEE,
$398,770.

... BRUGGER continued from page 6
that if Thurmond had won we wouldn’t have had all the problems we’ve been having
these last 50 years.)

Sometimes it seems to me that Americans act like prejudice and racism is
something we invented, or that we are worse than other people. But this is a mistake —
I think prejudice is part of the human condition.

When translated, the name many “native” peoples around the world had for
themselves means “The People.” Implicit in this name is the understanding that other
people are somehow different. And, as one of my favorite authors, Ken Wilber writes,
“Where there is Other there is fear.”

It is easy to find examples of prejudice around the globe. But the depths of
prejudice existing in the human heart can still surprise. Here’s an example from
Pakistan: the Muslims who are “native” to Pakistan are prejudiced against the Muslims
who fled to Pakistan from India in 1947.

The Highlands Community Players are doing a play called “Last Night of
Ballyhoo” (you can see it May 15-18) that gives another surprising example: prejudice
within the American Jewish community. Jews who had emigrated from Germany
considered themselves superior to any Jews who were originally from “East of the Elbe”
— that is, Poland, Russia, etc. These Jews were “The Other” and were not to be
socialized with. And to highlight the absurdity of this prejudice, the play is set in the
fall of 1939 as Hitler is ravaging Europe and the Jewish people.

I salute Mildred Loving, and hold her up as an inspiration of what one ordinary
person can do to change the world for the better.

All of Katie Brugger’s columns are available on her website:
www.kathleenbrugger.com 

hanging or being tied or held by a clip. Hmmm…a Dolly Parton wig? Well, maybe
not.

Do you know those films where the minister is about to pronounce the couple
man and wife, and asks if there is anyone who knows of any reason why the couple
can’t be married? Over the years, I’ve dreamed that Prince Charles, Peter O’Toole, or
Brad Pitt stood up, and shouted “Michie, don’t do it! I love you! There’s still a chance
for us!” I’ve finally figured out that scene just isn’t going to happen. I used to fantasize
about movie stars and princes. Now I dream about ice cream and chocolate.

In life, most of us move from one stage to another, not in dramatic leaps, but
slowly, imperceptively, without being aware that we have left a major part of ourselves
behind. In this last week, I made a giant leap forward. Next month I make another
one. I hope to do this with a certain amount of grace, and if not that, at least a good
dose of humor.

About the Author: Michelle A. Mead is a writer and translator who grew up in
Waynesboro, Virginia, before wasting her youth and good looks in Baltimore, Sydney,
Paris, and New York. She lives on top of a mountain near Highlands. Michelle is a
member of the Highlands Writers Group. She has recently completed her one and
only foray into local politics, and is currently in rehab.

... HIS & HERS continued from page 8
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• FUN & GAMES •
PseudoCube©

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged in

three layers with 9 numbers each. These numbers are ar-
ranged in a special pattern: For each layer, the sum of the
three numbers in each row, column or diagonal, is 3 times
its center number. Eight diagonals connect all 3 layers by
running through the center number of the middle layer. Each
diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling the total of the three
center numbers. One of the diagonals is shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and

the other numbers given. Now pour a cup of coffee, pick up
a pencil and eraser and try to figure out where the other
numbers belong. Good Luck!

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com.
Feedback encouraged!
Solution to #AZ4D in May 8 issue

Object: Assign 9 different letters to each cell of 9
columns and 9 rows. In addition, nine 3 x 3 cells in the
layout have the same nine different letters (this is similar
to Sudoku but uses nine letters instead of nine numbers).
A ‘mystery word or phrase’ using all nine different letters
is designated by circled squares (other short words appear
when solving, for which a list of meanings is provided).
Every puzzle has a different ‘mystery word or phrase’ (no
spaces).

How to Solve: Determine the nine different letters
among those given. Try to solve the mystery word using
the clue given and write it in. Other small words will appear
in the puzzle. As in conventional crossword puzzles, a
list of meanings for these ACROSS/ DOWN words is
given and number positions shown. Doing them will speed
up your solution to the puzzle. Using your powers of
induction, inference and insight, place missing letters in
all blank squares according to the rules noted above.
Focus attention where the least number of letters are
needed to complete a line, column or 3 x 3 cell. Email:
pseudocube8@aol.com. Feedback encouraged!

N-Cryptoku©

Solution to May 8 puzzle

POLICE & FIRE LOGS

Mystery Word
“Formal Male Neckwear”

Across
1. Chinese beverage (3)
2. Frozen aqua (3)
3. Shortage (4)
4. Illuminated (3)
5. Where golf ball is (3)

Down
6. Small amount (3)
7. Rested (3)
8. Exist (2)
9. Seventh musical note (2)
10. Canada (abbr) (2)

The following is the Highlands Police Dept. log entries for May
2-11. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor, or public officials have been used.

May 2
• At 6:15 p.m., a motorist at Mirror Lake and Hicks roads was cited

for displaying a fake license plate and having a fake registration.
May 5

• At 1 a.m., employees at RBC Centura Bank reported a case of
identity theft..

May 6
• At 7:35 p.m., a motorist at Main and Third streets was cited for

speeding 31 mph in a 20 zone..
May 7

• At 1:45 p.m., officers investigated damage to real property on Sat-
ulah Road where a rock was thrown through a window. The damages
were estimated at $1,200.

• At 8:42 p.m., officers responded to a call of loud music coming
from Old Creek Lodge Circle. The party was disbanded.

May 8
• At little past midnight, officers made a welfare check at a residence

on Log Cabin Lane.
• At 10 a.m., officers investigated the theft of a handicap placard

from a car in Highlands Plaza.

#BN1E – Level of Difficulty – Easy

• At 10:30 a.m., a motorist was cited for leaving the scene of an
accident on Holt Knob Road and U.S. 64 west.

May 9
• At 12:50 p.m., a motorist at U.S. 64 and Webbmont was cited for

driving without a license.
May 10

• At 11:30 a.m., a motorist displaying a fake license plate and in
possession of a fake registration at Spring and Third streets was cited for
less than 1/2 an ounce of marijuana.

May 11
• At 1 a.m., a motorist on N.C. 106 was cited for speeding 53 mph in

a 35 zone.
• At 2:30 a.m., officers on patrol found an open door at the pool

house at the Rec Park.
• At 2 p.m., officers responded to an accident at Brooks and Chero-

kee.
During the week, officers responded to three alarms and issued 10

warning tickets.
The following is the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries

for the week of May 7.
May 7

• The dept. responded to an alarm set off by workers at a residence
on Crescent Trail.

• The dept. received a call about a possible brush fire, but it was

smoke due to a controlled burn by the Georgia USFS.
• The dept. responded to a motorcycle accident on N.C. 28. The

victim was taken to the hospital.
May 9

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on
N. 4th Street. The victim was transported to the hospital.

May 10
• The dept. received a call about a possible tree on fire at the Van-

Hook Glade Campground on U.S. 64 west. It was unfounded.
May 11

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at
Mountain High Lodge where someone had fallen. The victim was taken to
the hospital.

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at
Highlands Mountain Club. The call was unfounded.

• The dept. responded to an alarm activation at a residence on Hapoldt
Drive. It was set off by workers.

May 12
• The dept. provided mutual aid to Scaly for a possible structure fire.

The call was cancelled en route.
• The dept. responded to an accident on U.S. 64 and NC 106 but the

motorist had left the scene.
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