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This Week in Highlands

« Junior and Seniors at Highlands
School! There’s a tour of UNC-
Asheville, set for Saturday, Nov. 8.
Nine students have signed up butthere’s
room for four more. Mars Hill and War-
ren Wilson College may also be visit-
ed. Thetripisfree. Ifinterested, call Buz
Dotson at 526-5587.

* The Bascom offers art classes
for preschoolers to pre-teens. Call (828)
526-4949, ext. O#, or visit
www.thebascom.org.

+ Collections for men and women
overseas at Chestnut Hill Retirement
community. To schedule a drop-off, con-
tact Jeremy Duke in our community
office at (828) 787-2114.

* Various exercise classes at
Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital. Call 828-526-1FIT.

Mondays & Wednesdays

* Middle School students After
School Program from 3-5 p.m. at the
Rec Park. For more information please
call 526-3556.

Mon., Wed., & Fri.

»Morning Step Aerobics with Tina
Rogers atthe Rec Park, 8-9a.m. $10
per class or $50 a month.

Wed., & Fri.

* Open AA meeting noon at the
Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main
streets.

Mondays

*OpenAAmeeting, 8 p.m. atthe
Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main
streets.

* Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at
the Rec Park. $3 per person.

Thursdays

+ Al-Anon meeting, noon at the
Episcopal Church on Main and Fifth
streets.

Thursdays & Fridays

* Live music at The Rib Shack
from 7-10 p.m.

Friday & Saturday

+Chad Reed atpianoat ...onthe
Verandah restaurantfrom 7 p.m.

Friday-Sunday

+ At Skyline Lodge & Restaurant.
Hal Philips at the piano, 7-9 p.m. Flat
Mountain Road. 526-2121.

Saturdays

* Live music at Cyprus Restau-
rantat9:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 30

*Halloween “Enchanted Forest”
Nature Trail at the Highlands Nature
Center. Group tours leave every 15
minutes from 6:30 — 8:30 pm. $1 per
person.

Thurs.-Sun., Oct. 30-Nov. 2

* “Booze It & Lose It” Highway
Safety Initiative. The Macon County
Sheriff's Office will participate in this ini-

tiative by proactively patrolling and op-
erating Motor Vehicle Checking Sta-
tions to enforce Highway Safety Laws.

Friday, Oct. 31

+Atthe Instant Theater at8 p.m..
Hurricane Creekin a Halloween Cos-
tume Dance. Doors open at dusk. Adults
in costume getin for $10, Adults with no
costume pay $15. Children $5. Nores-
ervations are necessary.

* Methodist Church Family Piz-
zaDinner, Friday at 5 p.m. before your
family heads downtown for trick-or-treat-
ing fun! Call the church office, 526-3376
to R.S.V.P. Space is limited

* Downtown Highlands Trick-or-
Treating on Main Street and on the
Fourth Street hill from 6-8 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 1

* The Highlands-Cashiers Cham-
ber Music Festival annual Fall Concert
on Saturday, at 5 p.m. at PAC. Call
526-9060 for tickets.

* At Community Bible Church,
“Fireproof My Marriage” LIVE Nation-
wide Simulcast! With Dr. Gary Small-
ey, Dr. Les Parrott.R.S.V.P. Tickets are
$30 per couple. Call 526-4685.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
hike from Wayah Crest to Siler Bald.
Callleader Dave Sapin at 369-2628 for
hike description and reservations.

+ At Cyrano’s Bookshop on Main
Street, Karl Lenker will autograph his
novel, “The Final Trumpet” 1-3 p.m

* A tour of The Bascom's new
faciliies at 10 a.m. To attend call 526-
4949, ext. 8# or emalil
jconnor@thebascom.org.

Sunday, Nov. 2

+ Daylight Savings Time ends.
Turn clocks back one hour.

* Highlands-Cashiers Players
auditions for An American Daughter at
the PAC in Highlands at 3 pm. with call
backs Monday, Nov. 3at 6 pm. There
are parts for eight men and six wom-
en. Theplayis atthe libraries in High-
lands and Cashiers.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take atwo-mile, easy hike through nice
woods and fields onthe Tessentee Farm
land, a Land Trust property currently
being rehabilitated. Call leader Kay
Coriell at 369-6820 for information.

Weekend
Weather:
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Weather predictions for Highlands

Just how realistic are
winter predictions for West-
ern North Carolina? If Tues-
day’s early snow fall is any
indication, perhaps predic-
tions of a “numbing” winter
for 2008-2009 are valid.

The Farmers’ Almanac
is forecasting below-average
temperatures for the rest of
2008 and the winter of 2009

School
system to
launch
new
website

Teachers, administra-
tors, parents and students will
soon see a new website when
they log on to www.mcsk-
12.0rg

Besides saving the dis-
trict money, it will establish
aunified look on the district
website throughout the
school system.

At Monday night'’s
school board meeting, Direc-
tor of Technology Tim Bur-
rell explained the reason for
the new interface and what
it will mean to the commu-
nity.

“l am excited about sev-
eral aspects of our new web
portal,” he said. “The new
SharePoint server system will
really move us away from stat-
ic, view only, web pages, we
have now into a more dy-
namic and collaborative way
of using our web sites.

“The internal side of the
web based application will
allow us to create team-based
or department sites, meeting
workspaces, shared calen-
dars, surveys, document re-

=See WEBSITE page 28

for at least two-thirds of the
country.

No one can remember
when it actually snowed —
not just flurried in Highlands
—in October.

“I remember that it flur-
ried in Oct. 7, 1955, but it
wasn't areal snow,” said Isa-
belle Chambers.

Her husband Tony said

Isabelle’s father, Tudor Hall,
who lived 1905-1985, said
“he saw snow every month
of every year he was alive ex-
cept for in the months of July
and August.”

Local historian Ran
Shaffner couldn’t find any
statistics on early snowfalls in
Highlands, but said “it’s safe

=See WEATHER page 6

Oct. 28 brought snow

to the plateau

ed leaves and drying hy-
drangeas - all tell tale signs of Fall — were accent-
ed by snowfall Tuesday, when about an inch fell
during early morning hours. School was delayed
two hours and bone-chilling winds blew winter
weather and snow about Highlands earlier in the
season than anyone can remember.

Scarlet and russet color

Photo by Jim Lewicki

From the candidates

MC Commission & BOE hopefuls state their
case for the last time before the election

Two candidates are vying
for Charlie Leatherman’s seat
on the Macon County Com-
mission —Jimmy Goodman
and Bobby Kuppers.

In the school board race,
10 candidates look to fill four
of the five seats — District I,
Frieda Bennett and John
Shearl; District Ill, incum-
bant Tommy Baldwin and
Brian Bateman; for the two

seats for District IV, Alan All-
man, Jimmy Breedlove,
Gregg Jones, and Dwight
Vinson and filling the Dis-
trict IV unexpired seat cur-
rently occupied by Roberta
Swank is Swank and Bobby
Bishop.

Each candidate was
asked the same three ques-

=See CANDIDATES page 7
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Middle

East expert
presents
‘Iraq 101°

This begins a multi-
part series on Sandra
Mackey’s talk

With ease, humor, preci-
sion, and clarity, Middle East
specialist Sandra Mackey ex-
plained the reasons for and
the outcomes of the political
atmosphere in Iraq, Iran, Pa-
kistan, Afghanistan and Isra-
el asitappliesto the U.S.

She addressed a stand-
ing-room only crowd at the
Highlands Community
Building the night of Oct. 20

Having lived and
worked in the area, she is
considered an expert on the
subject.

She has authored books
and publications and ap-
peared as acommentator on
Middle East policy for CNN,
Fox, ABC Evening News and
Nightline, CBS Sunday
Morning, NPR, BBC, Cana-
dian Broadcasting and Ger-
man Public Broadcasting.

She says like it or not,
Middle Eastern countries are
increasingly complex and
central to U.S. economic
health and security.

=See MACKEY page 19
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Beware: voting the
‘straight party ticket’
in North Carolina
can mean a ‘no vote’
for the presidential
candidate

Dear Editor,

North Carolina may have the country’s
worst ballot. It is already causing confusion
with early voters. And if the presidential
race is close, it could change the outcome.
Like a number of states, North Carolina
allows its voters to choose a straight-party
ticket. To do that, voters can mark one box
and cast votes for all of the nominees of
their preferred party.

But North Carolina’s ballot hasan
unexpected twist.

Even if a voter checks the straight-party
box, he or she MUST VOTE SEPARATELY
for a presidential candidate.

North Carolina’s ballot explains the
need to check two boxes, and election
officials make an effort to inform voters of
the drill. But the ballot is still far too
confusing.

This peculiar form of straight-ticket voting
was adopted in the 1960s, to help the state’s
Democrats keep getting elected, evenasa
growing number of voters began to choose
Republicans for president. Not surprisingly,
North Carolina has an unusually high rate
of under-votes, ballots that do not record a
vote for president. In the last two
presidential elections, the rate has been
about double the national average.
Poor ballot design is a burden on all voters.
Less-educated voters and the newly
enrolled are even more likely to be
confused and to end up not casting a vote
for president.
This year, North Carolina’s flawed ballot
could again result in tens of thousands of
votes being lost. That is particularly
worrisome since polls indicate a very close
presidential race in the state. And as we saw
in 2000, a presidential election can be
decided by a mere 537 votes.
Itis too late to change the ballot for this
year’s election, so election officials must do
everything they can to explain to voters
how the state’s straight-ticket voting works.
When the election is over, North Carolina
needs to include the presidential race in its
straight-ticket voting, or require voters to
choose candidates one by one.

= Excerpts from an editorial in the Oct.
27 edition of The New York Times

Important issues transcend party lines

Dear Editor,

With the election cycle comingto a
close, we need to confront the realities of
the coming four years. | would suggest the
following areas of concern:

1. Theworld economy is dependent
on the consumption patterns of the
American public. While we have declined
as a manufacturing country, we have
increased consumption at an unsustainable
rate. We have been recently consuming
goods and services at a level in excess of our
income, as witnessed by our negative
savings rate. This is to say that we have
borrowed the money to finance our
lifestyle. Recovery from the current
worldwide crisis is dependent on the
United States resuming its position as the
world’s consumer of choice. Unfortunately,
this would depend on increased credit to
the American public at a time when it is
neither available nor advisable.

2. Our lifestyle is energy dependent.
We need vehicles that are energy efficient.
One way to address this is to use the diesel
technology that iscommon in the rest of
the world. We need to encourage this
efficiency by making vehicles under 10,000
GVW (which would include large pickup
trucks) from a tax structure designed to
recover road costs from over-the-road
freight haulers. We also need to recognize

that most car travel is by individual drivers
and revisit our fixation on adapting new
technology to the four-dour sedan. Mass
transit must become an available option for
all Americans. We need no more new
Interstate highways until it is proven that
their needs statement cannot be served by
mass transit.

3. Education needsto reflect the
needs of society. We need to educate all of
our citizens to their maximum potential
and desires. College must become more
affordable. Additionally, under No Child
Left Behind, we have decimated our
vocational education system. We cannot
design an education system based on all
students attending college, we need to
prepare the workers we need. Furthermore,
we need to promote the idea that there is
dignity (and a prosperous lifestyle) in
skilled labor, and that failure to attain a
college degree does not constitute failure. If
we produce skilled workers, we will not
have a continuation of the max influx of
immigrant workers coming here for our
higher paying skilled labor jobs. Currently,
we have immigrant bricklayers making
$15. per hour buying hamburgers from our
dropouts making $7. per hour. Nature does
not like a vacuum, and filling these jobs
with enthusiastic, well trained American
workers will remove the necessity of hiring
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immigrant labor. This needed change will
also necessitate a shift in our value system,
with the dignity of labor becoming once
again part of our core belief system. Not
Donald Trump, the entertainment star, or
the high paid athlete, but the everyday
American citizen must become an object of
admiration, and not campaign caricature.

4. We needto realize that notall
solutions are related to partisan politics.
While we need to recognize the need to
restructure our health care and education
delivery systems, the solutions need to be
bipartisan. There may be worthwhile
elements offered by a variety of sources.
Our compulsion to see everything as blue
and red talking points reduces our ability to
objectively evaluate our situation. Social
Security, national security, and the
implementation of a viable long term
environmental program are issues that
demand our collective will and ability.

5. Thereis nothing guaranteed
concerning the future dominant position
of the United States. We have profited by
the intelligence, sacrifice, and courage of
those who preceded us. If we continue to
fail to realistically and intelligently address
our needs, we run the risk of joining other
dominant nation-states in history as a topic
of analysis to determine the causes of our
decline. It should be the mission of all
Americans to try to eliminate future
elections where personalities and fringe
issues are the prism through which we
view our choices.

Ron Leslie
Highlands

Remember those
overseas

Dear Editor,

The collection of gifts to send to our
overseas military is gaining momentum.
Many people are bringing paperbacks, CDs,
DVDs and other donations to the
collection point under the flag by the Club
House at Chestnut Hill on Buck Creek
Road, just 2 mile off Rt. 64.

The response has been heartwarming.
From Kuwait: “Your shipment was a great
hit. Nearly 30% of the books are already
gone and | had a high speed NCO that
really appreciated the T shirts. | gave the
phone card to our new Lieutenant that has
her fiancée deployed in Irag and we are all
still consuming the eatable goodies.”

=See LETTERS page 3



ABC Cardinal part of Red Ribbon
week events at Highlands School

To kick off Red Ribbon Week at Highlands School, Mayor Don Mullen read a
proclamation and Police Chief Bill Harrell gave everyone red ribbons to wear.
Each day there were activities commemorating the event whose focus is
drug use prevention through education. Through ABC Store funding, two
banners were purchased as well as educational displays and materials for
high school, middle school, and elementary school. Funding also paid for
the ABC Cardinal to come educate younger students. The Macon County Sher-
iffs Department also made presentations about Risky Behaviors at two as-
semblies. Red Ribbon Week is a vehicle for communities to take a stand for
the hopes and dreams of children through a commitment to drug preven-
tion and education and a personal commitment to live drug-free lives in a
drug-free America. Red Ribbon Week commemorates the ultimate sacrifice
made by DEA Special Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, who died at the hands
of drug traffikers in Mexico while fighting the battle against illegal drugs
destined for this country. The Highlands School Red Ribbon committee in-
cludes Christine Murphy, Tracy Hedden, Carla Harris, Jim Draheim, Thomas
Jessup, Carol Bowen, Sallie Taylor, and Resource Officer Ronnie Castle.

. LETTERS continued from page 2

(Chapstick), backpacks, CD players, $$$ for
phone cards and mailings.

Be a player. Donate. This an excellent
way to show our love and support for
individual soldiers, sailors, and airmen.
Your contributions will be packaged and
shipped to those serving so very far away
from their homes. You can make a
difference for them.

Items are being distributed farther
from Kuwait, to Iraqg and Afghanistan.
Supplies are still needed. Ideas for your
donations are:AT&T long distance phone
cards, food that will last, such as beef jerky,
hard candies, coffee (Starbucks, ground
Sumatra is a favorite), paperback books,
DVDs, black or gray T-shirts, hygiene
products (not sample size), insect repellent,
lotions, letters and cards of encouragement,
new slippers, hand-held games, lip balm

Excercise your right; do your duty on
Nov. 4 — VOTE

we hope you'll give a thought to the men
and women who’ve made it possible for
you to participate in this cornerstone of
our democracy —the men and women of
our armed forces. They’re scattered across
our globe, ensuring that all of us can
enjoy this remarkable privilege.

Please keep them and their families
in your prayers,

William Bathurst
Macon County, NC USA

Dear Editor,

We'd like to add our voice to the
chorus of those urging you to vote. This
election is of vital importance to our
nation and our future and it demands
your careful consideration. Please don’t
allow yourself to be distracted from
casting your ballot.

Whichever way you intend to vote,

while you're waiting to cast your ballot, SOAR of Highlands
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classics for children
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On the Hill | 290 South Fourth Street | Highlands, North Caroling 28741 | 828.526,1504
155 King Street | Charleston, South Caroling 29401 | 843.576.4181

UNIT AVAILABLE NOW
For Sale, for Lease, or Lease/Purchase

The SALE price is $379,900 for 2,300+- sq. ft. — just $165 per
sq. ft. finished —in this new office complex on N.C. 106.
The LEASE price is $1,995 a month with an option to purchase.

. _'# L
Call Jim Tate
Owner
at 828-526-8953

Call Chris Gilbert
Owner/Broker
at 828-421-3161 or

(828)-526-5296

;R‘f‘kﬁ" -

www.carolinamountainbrokers.com
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e HIGHLANDS FINE DINING

a = GOLDEN CHINA & |
v SUSHI BAR

bl
5; l’g Lunch Buffet: 11-3 « M~Th « $7.25
w0 Seafood Buffet 11-3 « Fri + $8.25

B % Wine Dinner: Sun-Thur 3-9:30 « Fri & Sat 3-10

S e

Main St. & Lodging deliveries — $15 min. 526-5525 » Highlands Plaza

“Fabulous Food in a Casual Atmosphere”
Oak Serving Lunch: Make your

1lsa.m_. to 31’)30 p.m.  reservationsfor ®
U =erving binner: our Thanksgiving |
- treet from 5:30 p.m. until
. 7 days a week
C‘)afe d

Buffet and your
private Christmas
2 Entrances — Main Street and Oak “Across from The Playhouse”

parties today!

/ N Think “Fressers” for Lunch & Dinner!

Gourmet meals » Fabulous Desserts  Wine

Special EARLY menu 5-6:30 p.m.

Music with Cy Timmons Fri.-Sat at 6 p.m.
Open for lunch 11-3 Mon-Sat

eatery
151 Helene Barn Avenue, Highlande

e | AUGHING AT LIFE »

Call for reservations = 526-4188 Open for dinner Mon-Sat

cMadisons

RESTAURANT AND WINE GARDEN

Elevaled Southern Cuising
it its Finest!

Breakfast served 7am-10am

Lunch served 11:30am-2pm

Dinner served 5:30pm-9pm
Reservations Requested §28.526.5477

445 Mmﬁa Old Edwards Inn)

WILD THYME GOURMET

Cafe » Gourmet Retail * Fine Wines
Lunch & Dinner
Monday & Wednesday-Saturday

(Closed Tuesday and Sunday)
526-4035 ¢ 490 Carolina Way ¢ Highlands

...onthe Verandah
Highlands’ Most Scenic Dining
Overlooking Lake Sequoyah

New Highlanders’ Men
Monday-Thursday 6-6:45p.m.
Soup or salad, entrée and a glass of wine
$36 inclusive of tax and gratuity.

828-526-2338
www.ontheverandah.com

Dinner 7 nights from 6 pm
Sunday Brunch llam-2pm
Full Bar, Appetizers &
Small Plates Bar Menu - 3pm

Jack’s at Skyline final Sunday Brunch is Nov. 2, 2008 -
don't forget to make your reservations early - you won't
sample Chef Jim’'s wonderful culinary delights until May 1,
2009 when we reopen.

Hours Tuesday - Saturday dinner 5:30 until... and
breakfast Saturday and Sunday from 8-11-am. Thank
you so much for your patronage - it has been our
pleasure to serve you. Have a wonderful winter.

Flat Mountain Rd.e Reservations: 526-2121

Go green, be cynical and trust no one

Special Notice: Palm
Beach County, Florida, will,
once again, not disappoint
America; they will get it wrong
on Election Day. That’s why an
army of attorneys is headed that
Way.

College, its origin and
function. These coneheads
are all powerful and do as
they please. The number of
electoral votes each state
getsis based on population
and their representation in
Congress. Since everyone
moves every Friday night,
how do they keep track?
They don’t. Cananyone tell
me how many people are

money crisis better than
some of my friends.
Looking over my portfolio, |
realize if 1 didn’t have much

I 'm surviving this national

Fred Wooldridge
© moving in and out of

going in, | can’t lose much Feedback Florida on any given
going out. That's how life is is encouraged! weekend? Circus music,
with the little people. email: please.

Millionaires, on th_e other askfredanything@aol.com Are you depressed yet?
hand, are toast. If this keeps No, well read on.

up, there’ll be no wealthy folks left for
Obamato tax. Now that’s funny.

Lots of rich Republicans are grumpy
because their candidate is losing in the polls
and they’re broke. The Democratic
Congress, with the help of Republicans,
created this mess. Is that funny, or what?
Hmmm, maybe not!

| think the only thing that can save
Republicans from Obama is the “Bubba
Factor.” The “Bubba Factor” might kick in
on election day when every racist, red neck
and good ole boy in America shows up
unexpectedly and votes for McCain, the good
ole white boy. Don’t laugh ‘cause
Republicans are counting on it. It's so000
good to be an Independent.

| watched a group of angry supporters
boo McCain at his own political rally because
he defended Obama, calling him a “nice and
decent man.” He told supporters not to be
afraid because Obama is notan Arab. Could
I make this up? Does Obama look like a
camel rider? The more he defended Obama,
the louder the booing. Is McCain nuts?
Doesn’t he know he can’t win by being
honest? He’s much too classy to be our
president.

Hey, if Obama were an Arab, it could be
agood thing. I know Hamas and Hezbollah
are rooting for him. Plus, Arabs have cheap
gas and Obama could say, “Yes we can have a
camel in every carport.” Also the Mafia term
“go to the mats” would have a fun new
meaning.

So I’'m adjusting to less money and the
shortcomings of both candidates. One istoo
kind and respectful to win this cutthroat race
and the other is a rookie who dazzled
Americawith hisbulls...oops, silver tongue.

None of this matters anyway because
your vote is meaningless. Wanna get sick?
Bone up on the operation of the Electoral

Fraudulent voter registration is raging in
America. Currently, there’s more people
registered to vote in Philadelphia than there
are persons living there. Hmmm, could
something be amiss? Ask me if I've lost faith
in our voting system. One clown registered
as a Democrat 74 times for money and
cigarettes. | think this happened to Rome
when it began to crumble. These are not
crimes against McCain or Obama; these are
crimes against democracy, what's left of it.

If our president were elected by popular
vote, fraudulent voter registration wouldn’t
matter. First, using my KISS system, | would
dump early voting to further eliminate
cheating. Next, a voter would walk into a
polling place, stick his left index finger into
a large jar of bright green indelible ink.
(Sound familiar?) He votes...he’s done. He
can’t vote again for 48 hours because the
indelible ink won’t wash off. Will anyone
scrape off three layers of skin to vote again
for money and cigarettes? That really hurts!
Who cares if he has 74 voter registration
cards? Who cares if he registered as Mickey
Mouse? One person...one vote...one green
finger. DUH!

One last thing. Fire all volunteer poll
workers. These clowns are nothing more
than voters who are rooting for a particular
candidate. Who anointed them honestand
keeper of the votes? Bite the bullet and hire
professional bonded companies to run
polls. Trust no one. Hellooooo, trust no one.
Hire an off-duty Republican policeman and
an off-duty Demaocratic firefighter to stand
watch together at each precinct to make sure
everyone sticks their finger into the green
ink well. Oh well, maybe in 2012.

Wait, does green ink show up on black
skin? Ha, no problemo. It’s just like going to
Chucky Cheese or searching for semen, it
all glows under a black light.
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e THE VIEW FROM HERE e

Happy Halloween

room, still somewhat unnerved myself, feeeling in my belly and fear in my heart.

in which you're falling through space?

Maybe it's just because | had it so often
as a kid that | assume everyone else had it
at least once. | always woke up before |
hit the ground. Older boys at school, who
seemed to know, said that if you didn’t
wake up before you hit, you would die.
Maybe. | don’'t know. | never proved it
one way or the other.

I hadn’'t had the dream for years,
decades really, until the other night. | was
driving Lizzie’s car, a big stable four
wheel drive model. Bull was in the seat
beside me. | don’t know where we had
been. Skiing, maybe, because it was cold
and icy. | guess we were headed home,
but | don't know that for sure either. It
doesn’t matter and that often how it is
with dreams. | guess they have to start
somewhere. We were having a good time,
talking and laughing. Then we were on
ice, just like that, a gigantic sheet of ice.
There was a hill to our right and a cliff to
our left. We skidded toward the hill.
“Take it easy,” | told myself. “Don’t over
correct or you'll be into the hill.”
Considering how things turned out, that
would have been agood idea. But |
loosened my grip on the wheel, turned
ever so slightly to the left and the car
straightened. It drifted a little to the left,
toward the cliff, but just a little. A tiny tug
to the right and we were going straight
again, over an endless sheet of ice. |
didn't want to brake, fearing another
skid. We were going faster than | wanted,
but it was OK, until | saw that the road
turned sharply to the left just ahead of us.
For some reason | didn’t even try to turn.
The car seemed to accelerate, but my foot
was not on the gas pedal. We broke
through a guard rail and plunged into
space.

The car didn’t start to fall
immediately, but sort of hung in space, as
if we were in zero gravity, but, of course |
knew that we were both going to die, and
that my son’s death was my fault. | turned
to where Bull had been, wanting to hug
him tightly for our last few seconds of
life. But he was not in his seat. He had
somehow been thrown from the car and
was floating next to it. He was in a sitting
position, just as he were still in his seat,
but of course he wasn’t. He looked calm,
as if he hadn't yet realized our peril. |
wanted to comfort him. The thousands of
times, in the past 12 years that | had told
him I love him, meant nothing. | shouted
as loudly as I could, “I love you Bull, and
I'm sorry.” He couldn’t hear me. He sat
quietly as if he were a jet pilot who had
ejected, but not yet separated from his
seat. He hadn’t heard me. He looked for

I don’t know if you ever had that dream

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
L ]
Feedback is
encouraged.
email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

bewildered than frightened. | was
devastated. Then we started to fall and |
woke up.

I don't know if Bull’s crying
awakened me, or if | heard him after |
was already awake. Bull has never cried at
night. He'd come to our room a few
times to climb into our bed after a bad
nightmare, but I couldn’t remember him
ever awakening sobbing. | went into his

WOLFGANG'S RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO
Upcoming Events

CULINARY WEEKEND
Friday, Nov. 14
Domaine Serene, Wine Spectrum Luncheon.
Boutique Winery Gala, “Battle of the Sexes”
Women Winemakers vs. Male Winemakers “Bat-
tle of the Sexes” Gala Cocktail Party.
Saturday, Nov. 15
Silver Oak Cellars Wine Dinner with Tom
Johnson “Life is a Cabernet!”
THANKSGIVING DINNER
1amwith last seating 3pm
NEW YEAR'S EVE DINNER
Make your reservation now
CHEF WOLFGANG
Former Executive Chef for The Brennan’s
Family of Commander’'s Palace

The Bistro _
featureswine & small plates Dinner
openat4p.m. fromat5:30 p.m
Open 7 days
Reservations suggested

474 Main Street » 526-3807 * Wine
Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

sat on his bed and hugged him. “Dad,” he

“l have no idea, Little Buddy, Go back to

sleep. It's justadream. | love you.” He
pulled away. Tears streamed down his
face. Terror shown in his eyes, mixed
with dread and confusion. Through the
tears he managed to say, “I still can’t hear
you, Dad.”

Happy Halloween.

sobbed. “We were falling and | couldn’t
hear you.” | went cold. Then he added,
“What does it mean?” | had no idea what
it meant, and | wasn’t about to lie or to
tell him that we had shared the same
dream. Maybe sometime, in years to
come, but not tonight, not with a sick

e HIGHLANDS FINE DINING

The Log Cabin Restaurant
e e P . .

1Open for Dinner

5:30 until
(Closed Tuesdays)

| Reservations appreciated

ton Inn off N.C. 106 * 526-3380

B

On Lég Cabin Road behind Hap

Dinner: 5-10 nightly
r u S Live Music Saturdays
(now serving mixed drinks & beer)

International Cuisine
N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center ¢ 526-4429

Fireside Restaurant

Monday, Tues, Fri.-Sunday (Sun. brunch begins at 9 a.m.)
10am-Brunch; 11lam-Lunch; 4:30-Dinner
(Closing Friday, Oct. 31 at 4 p.m. for trick-or-treating and
closing on Election Tuesday, Nov. 4 for dinner.)

526-3636 * Wright Square Main Street

Nick’s Fine Foods
Fine Food For Particular People
Lunch Mon-Sat. 11 a.mto 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Mon-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.
Now offering beer & wine!
Patio Dining Available
108 Main Street » 526-2706

Ristorante Paoletti

Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Dinner Nightly from 5:30 Reservations: 526.4906
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Our 68" Season on Mam St. in Highlands!

Fall Sales
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. WEATHER continued from page 1

to say Tuesday’s snow was a rare thing.”

A cold wet winter means snow in the mountains and
according to the Almanac precipitation-wise, most of the
South, is supposed to experience above-normal conditions
with above-normal precipitation predicted in January and
February 2009 with wet and snowy conditions for the North-
east and Mid-Atlantic states.

Considered the oldest continuously published periodi-
cal in the U.S., since 1792, the Almanac has been using a
combination of local folklore and a secret scientific formula
to produce long-range forecasts and claims an accuracy rat-
ing near 80%.

It is predicting the coldest temperatures in early and
mid-December, early and late January, and early and mid-
February.

But even the Almanac didn’t predict Highlands’ Oct. 28
snowfall only saying that it would be cool and rainy that
week. It does say there will be snow in time for Thanksgiv-
ing, though, with the biggest snowstorm in early January,
with frequent snowfall and cold weather through March.

Old-timers around Highlands claim the acorns fell pro-
fusely and early this year which means a cold hard winter,
something not seen in these parts for several years.

Other local lore involves fogs in August, when katydids
first chipped, much about wooly worms and more.

The woolly worm indicates a hard winter if they have
heavy, hairy coats, if there are lots of them seen crawling
around, if they’re moving unusually slowly before the first

frost and if their black bands are wider than the rust-orange
band separating them —which is definitely the case this year,
according to those who watch such things.

Weather lore says there will be as many snowfalls dur-
ing winter as there were fogs in August.

Also, the winter will be cold and hard if animals have
thicker coats of hair or fur; if squirrels build their nests low
in trees and gather nuts early; if ants build their mounds
high; if there are more spiders than usual in the fall; if a heavy
crop of berries are found on holly and dogwood trees, if birds
are seen migrating early or huddling on the ground, if there
is lots of rolling thunder during late fall; if leaves shed before
changing color; if chimney smoke flows toward the ground,;
and if the breastbone of a turkey cooked in the fall is purple
or dark blue. If it is white, a mild winter is in store.

There is also winter weather lore concerning the per-
simmon.

After afall frost, cut into the seed of a persimmon from
the narrow side, and look at the kernel. See if it looks like a
spoon, fork, or knife.

If the kernel is shaped like a spoon, winter will be harsh
with heavy, wet snow; if it looks like a fork, winter will be
mild with light, powdery snow and if it looks like a knife,
winter will be cold, icy with cutting winds.

The only thing people in Highlands know for sure is its
weather is a fickle thing best taken a day at a time.

— Kim Lewicki

® HIGHLANDS EATERIES @

Buck's Coffee Cafe

Open 7 days a week
7 am. to 9 p.m.

JF I N N N N B B BN BN BN B
B Bring in this COUPON for all
B 10% discount Mon-Thurs. i

NOW SERVING SOUP!

EThe Pizza
iPlace

- Great Food .
Soup, Salad, Sandwich
Evening Hot meals

Ice Cream - Dessert
Coffee Bar

Serving Lunch
Wednesday-Sunday

Wine and Beer U Open 11-10 Coupon
11am_3pm Wireless Hotspot B 7daysa Good on
B week 4jorders. Coffee, tea, wine,

Now delivering in town

30 Dillard Road, 526-1600

Open DAILY 9am - 8 or later ]
Mountain Brook Center

(828) 526-9822 pastries, sandwiches

384 Main Street

=

B 365 Main Street » 526-5660 N
T T T IR T irisgn

Live Music -
SpO I’tS Page Thursday & Friday Night ngh Country Cafe
Advertise your — home
| AT The Pig's New Menu! favorites
eatery HERE! e 6 New Beers on Tap!
- p! =i everyday!
SandW|Ch Shoppe Q’b Ska(’é Restaurant Hours: .
W, llam.til9pm.
Call 526-0782 Soups ¢ Salads « Sandwiches aaTl wleekIom B_reakfaSt & Lunch
or email: Desserts « Loaded Baked Potatoes Bar Hours: 6:30 am. to 2 p.m
highlandseditor@aol.com Opfjl:l Monda%/-Friday fLam 1o pm. Sunday through Friday
a.m.to3p.m. m .
Saturday-11to4 " aFTi_ E’éﬁt‘_’ " 526-0572

Cashiers Road next to the

461 Spring Street, Highlands, NC Community Bible Church

(828) 526-2626 = FAX (828) 526-5196

314 Main Street » 526-3555




... CANDIDATES continued from page 1

tions. Their answers follow.
Jimmy Goodman:
MC Commission
1. What do you want the public to know

3. Please tell us a little about your vision
for the future of Macon County and how you
will help that vision come to fruition.

I gotinvolved in county policies because

about you concerning your T
credentials to run for a seat 1 i 4
on the Macon County Board w wr
of Commissioners? ‘v‘ .

I have run a successful
small business in Macon
County for 14 years; | have
been involved inand around
local government for more
than 10 years; | served on the
Macon county planning
board for 3 years; | under-
stand how to work with peo-
ple — debate, compromise.
solve problems; | got in-
volved in Macon county
politics because | wanted to find a way to get
asmany people involved as | could.

2. Exactly what sets you apart from the
other candidate?

Two issues that | think we disagree on
for the future of Macon County are schools
and planning.

First  want to say I fully support public
schools. I am from a family of four children.
I was the only child that graduated high
school. So I am a product of public schools.

I think we can save our community
schools. I also believe that the children of
Macon County are better served in a com-
munity school. I have visited schools in Ma-
con County and I have a plan to save the com-
munity schools. | would love the chance to
ask the citizens of Macon County if they agree
with me. Then if they do, implement a plan
to save our community schools. The ques-
tion | have to ask is. Are we talking about
saving money or giving the children the best
education possible?

The other issue is the planning issue. In
the past year one of our main
sources of the county econo-
my has dropped off consider-
ably. That being the housing in-
dustry. I would like to see our
planning board take a break on
any more ordinances for a
shortwhile.

We have passed a high
impact ordinance and a subdi-
vision ordinance in the past
two to three years.

| think we need to slow
down and see how these ordi-
nances are affecting our econ-
omy and see how they are

1

Jimmy Goodman

| want to get as many people
involved as | can; | believe if
you inform the citizens as
much as possible you get
better government; 1 would
like to start by recording all
county commission meet-
ings putting them on the web
so any citizen could watch a
commission meeting for
their home at there leisure; |
would like to get as many
people as | can on an email
list for update on county pol-
icies and meeting dates; |
believe in the hard working
honest people in Macon County and | also
believe that if you are up front and honest
with them they will do the right thing.

Ifelected I pledge to Respect every single
person’s opinion; Involve the Public more;
Allow additional public input at public meet-
ings; | propose informal emails & e-votes on
issues for a quick public response and voice;
Web-broadcast public meetings; Research
every issue - find sources and solutions; Pro-
pose monthly radio shows or news paper (i.e.
commissioners corner) to let citizens know
more about what is going on.

Bubby Kuppers:
MC Commission Candidate

1. What do you want the public to know
about you concerning your credentials to run
for aseat on the Macon County Board Com-
mission?

I have been a resident of Macon County
for 48 years and I'm a proud product of Ma-
con County schools and Franklin High
School from which | graduated in 1971. |
attended the United States Naval Academy
and served in the United States
Submarine Service for 25
years. During that time, | per-
sonally managed government
budgets of over 10 million dol-
lars. | also served as Com-
manding Officer of the nucle-
ar submarine USS Key West
and the Navy’s Trident Train-
ing Facility in King's Bay Geor-
gia. Upon retirement in 2000,
I could have done any num-
ber of things, but | chose to re-
turn home and invest my time
in the county that had given
me so much in my youth. For

working before we go any fur-
ther. Also we need to make sure
we have the staff to enforce the
ordinances we have already.

In the last few years permitting fees have
increased quite a bit making it harder for first
time home buyers to afford to build a new
home. Affordable housing is an issue here,
too.

Bobby Kuppers

the past 8 years | have taught
Civics and AP Government
and coached football at Fran-
klin High School. I believe | have the leader-
ship experience to serve Macon County well.
Having worked in and around the govern-
ment for most of my adult life and having
studied and taught about government for the
past 8 years, | think | have seen government
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atits bestand at its worst and | have the expe-
rience to know the difference.

2. Exactly what sets you apart from the
other candidates?

First, | believe my leadership experience
and my experience with governmental bud-
gets give me the ability to “ask the hard ques-
tions” and “make the tough calls”. We are
facing uncertain economic times today, and
| believe it is essential that we look forward
and evaluate carefully our spending plansand
stand ready to ask those questions and make
those decisions. Second, | am deeply invest-
ed in Macon County and its citizens. | work
with and teach the youth of Macon County
every day. | serve on the Board of Directors of
the Burningtown-lotla Fire department and
am an active member and officer of the Snow

Hill United Methodist Church. I believe that
a County Commissioner should have close
ties to the county and its people so that their
interests can be better served. | strongly sup-
port our public schools and will work hard
to ensure that we have the infrastructure nec-
essary to give our children the best education
that we can. Finally, | believe that open com-
munication between the Board of Commis-
sioners and the people of Macon County is
an essential aspect of a representative form
of government and can and should be im-
proved. The difference is that | don't believe
that the people of Macon County want to
listen to their commissioners talk; I think
that the people want their County Commis-
sioners to listen more to the people! There

=See CANDIDATES page 9

They thought this was a costume...
but I'm the real thing!

So are the four shops of Twigs at
Highlands’ Edge where you'll find

“Everything for your Nest”®

Hours: 10-5 Monday-Sunday 362 days a year!
Cashiers Road about one mile from town. ¢ 526-5551

S Y
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Highlands Concierge

J LEAVE THE HOLIDAY DECORATING TO US
%Trees Installed and Decorateg;
/' With Your Ornaments or Oufs:
{ Elegant Lighting A,
) Seasonal Arrangements <!

2 Gift Wrapping @
& Personal Shopper :
¥ Removal and Clean up@% 0
5 Kiln-dried firewood .
ggRelax...lt's Taken Care OF.:

# 6R

CALL TO RESERVE A DATE
828-526-5407 or 828-200-1237

Make your Ad $ count!

Make your business a “destination!” 3,200 readers download High-
lands’ Newspaper in its entirety from www.highlandsinfo.com and
5,000 pick it up on the street each week!

Call 526-0782 or email highlandseditor@aol.com

VOTERALERT!

To the Voters of Highlands:
With the election fast approaching, there are some important
Issues at hand.

Jimmy Goodman, who is running for County Commissioner,
would be a breath of fresh air and a conservative voice for voters
who are concemed with the tax-and-spend policies of the current
board.

After the failure of the bond issue, the board has ignored the
wishes of the voters and has borrowed tens of millions of dollars.

In a down economy, is this wise?

In the non-partisan school board Districts | and IV, the clear
choice is John Shearl in District 1 and Alan Allman in District IV.
These men are deeply concemed about the falling test scores, teen
pregnancy and 40% drop-out rate in our schools.

There is a distinct possibility that the Macon Middle School will
be taken over by the state next year.

Spending millions of dollars for bricks and mortar is not the
answer to these problems.

These men will be committed to finding solutions to the critical
Issues facing our schools.

Paid for By John Cleaveland

e CoNnservATVE POV e

“We hold these truths...

...to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their
Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.
That, to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of

S

Don Swanson

face a major international
challenge. Because they're
going to want to test him, just
like they did young John
Kennedy.

They're going to want to
test him...Watch, we're going
to have an international
crisis, a generated crisis, to test
the mettle of this guy. And
he’s gonna have to make

Feedback is ,
the governed.” encouraged. Email some really tough—1don't
| know what the decision’s

swandonson@dnet.net

Independence, Thomas

Jefferson, as brilliant as he was, probably
didn’t foresee the time when the governed,
that's us, would willingly give up our
Liberty. He followed the above with, “That
whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive to these ends, it is the
right of the people to alter or to abolish
it...” Evidently he assumed that the people
would rebel before giving up their Liberty.
Evidently he further assumed that the
governed would know it before it was lost.

If the worst happens next Tuesday, and
Obama s elected with afilibuster-proof
Congress, your liberty and mine will be
greatly diminished. Is this just the raving of
a hopeless old man? Maybe. However, it is
based on some rather amazing admissions
that many of us have chosen to ignore. On
September 7, 2008, Barack Obama said to
George Stephanopoulos on ABC's This
Week, “my Muslim faith.” Obama didn’t
correct himself, Stephanopoulos had to tell
him, “you mean Christian faith.”
Assuming you are a Christian, can you
imagine yourself telling someone about
your Muslim faith? Where would that
come from?

I don’t know if Obama’s remark in
Oregon in May 2008 that he had
campaigned in “57 states” is meaningful or
not. The fact that the Organization of the
Islamic Conference has 57 member states
may have been on his mind at the time. |
don’tknow. | don’t know if it is significant
or not to his political thinking that he
carried and assumedly read “The Post-
American World” written by an India born
Muslim.

I don’tknow who is dumber, Obama
for picking Biden, or Biden for making his
remarks in the final stage of their
campaign, in which they are leading. Joe is
in Seattle at the home of one of those filthy
“wealthiest Americans”, when he made the
following statement.

“Mark my words. Within the next,
first six months of this administration, if
we win, they’re going to —we’re going to

I n our Declaration of

gonnabe, but | promise you it
will occur.”

Do you really want to elect a guy whose
running mate says, if elected, is certain to
precipitate an “international challenge.”
Do you want to see an international
challenge with a totally untested
Commander-in-Chief? A president who
will wave a white flag in Irag, one who will
sit down a talk with any world leader
without preconditions? Do you think
Obama can out lie Putin or Ahmadinejad?

Would America come out ahead in any
such conversation? That's like thinking that
Bush was going to bring peace to the
Middle East. Itain’t going to happen.

And then there is Obama’s now
famous statement to Joe the Plumber that
we need to spread the wealth. Well, 1 don’t
think my wealth needs be spread, as paltry
asitis,and I don't think your wealth needs
be spread anymore than it already is,
through multitudinous forms of existing
taxation. Recently, parts of Obama’s plans
for obtaining more of your money have
been disclosed. Taxing retirement funds is
one. Eliminating the tax deductibility of
contributions to retirement plans is
another.

Freedom can be lost in many ways,
and with it, the pursuit of happiness. One
way is through taxation. When the
government spends more of your money
than you do, your freedom has been
diminished. When a coach can’t lead his
team in a pre-game prayer, their freedom
has been diminished. When the vote to
allow a labor union to organize is no longer
done in secret, that freedom has been
diminished.

When a Pastor doesn’t direct his flock
based on scripture for fear of losing his
church’s tax-exempt status, that freedom is
lost. When the “fairness doctrine”

is back on the table, possibly to be
passed, everybody’s right to free speech isin
jeopardy. Socialism is on the horizon, and
this means a lack of freedom for all of us,
and with it, the pursuit of happiness. Think
about it when you vote.



. CANDIDATES continued from page 7

are 15 precincts in Macon County and 5
commissioners. If each commissioner went
to a different precinct once each month, we
could visit each precinct four times a year!
These meetings would happen in the com-
munity centers of the county and would al-
low citizens to have unfettered access to their
elected officials. If | am fortunate enough to
be elected, | will try to get the other commis-
sioners to implement this plan, but if they
don’t agree, | will still make every effort to
reach out to my constituents to find out what
they need and want from their county gov-
ernment.

3. Please tell us a little about your vision
for the future of Macon County and how you
will help that vision come to fruition.

Growing up in Macon County was a ter-
rific experience for me and living here as an
adult is even better. Still with the remarkable
growth the county has experienced, we face
many challenges with respect to infrastruc-
ture, schools, environmental concerns and
others. My vision for Macon County is to cre-
ate an economically prosperous county, with
an outstanding education system, that pro-
tects and enhances the natural beauty that
has attracted so many to our area. This will
require a county government that addresses
the needs of people across a demographic
spectrum to maximize the quality of life for
all Maconians. It will require the vision of a
comprehensive long range plan to keep us
on track and ensure the most efficient use of
the taxpayer’s dollars. To achieve this vision,
we must throw off the bonds of
partisan politics and agendas and
embrace the idea that in order to
fully reap the benefit of a bright
future, we must ensure that we
bring all of our citizens with us.
We must put less emphasis on
Democrats and Republicansand
the ideologies that divide usand
we must seek to emphasize the
thing that unites us — the well
being of Macon County’s citi-
zens. If | am fortunate enough to
win this election, | will work as
hard as | can to represent all my
constituents, not just those that
happened to vote for me. All gov-
ernments work best when we work together
and take care of one another. If you honor
me by electing me as your commissioner, |
will not forget where | was raised or who |
represent.

Frieda Bennett
BOE District |

1. What do you want the public to know
about you concerning your credentials to run
for aseat on the Macon County Board of Ed-
ucation board?

My formal education includes the fol-
lowing: graduation from Highlands School
in 1965, masters in social sciences from
WCU and advanced hours in special needs,
economics and reading from Clemson. 34
years of teaching included 5th grade in Clay-
ton, 8 years in middle school in SC, 3 years

BOE DISTRICT |
Frieda Bennett

in alternative education and 21 years as a so-
cial studies teacher in Highlands. My years
in alternative education with students from
7th grade to adult made me aware of how
much technology must be usedin today’s
classroom; I took various levels of courses to
increase my ability to use the tools now avail-
able. Peer evaluation certification made it
possible for me to serve as a teacher evaluator
foradministration. As a certified writing con-
sultant for SC, I was involved in workshops
and teacher instruction. Board members
must have the ability to make team decisions,
to conduct research, reach conclusions based
on rules and facts and to apply all practices
fairly and openly. Development and imple-
mentation of these skills is important to an
educator and should translate well into board
membership.

2.Exactly what sets you apart from the
other candidates?

Due to my various teaching positions in
schools ranging in size from 75 to 1200 stu-
dents, I understand the challenges of meet-
ing the needs of elementary, middle, high
school and adult students. Asaretired educa-
tor, | have the time and willingness to do
what is needed as a member of the board.
The future of Macon County schools depends
upon short and long term planning. | have
experience in developing programs and cours-
es that would help within the board setting.
Children have been a part of my life for a
long time. | would appreciate getting to work
for them in this new level of board member-
ship.

3. Please tell usalittle about
your vision for the future of Ma-
con County Schools and how
you will help that vision come
to fruition.

Macon County schools
serve about 4500 students. This
provides an opportunity to be-
come the top school system in
the state if we employ everything
we can learn from research and
experience while hiring the best
personnel possible. Increased
vocational education isa must.
Early childhood intervention for
learning and behavioral prob-
lems must be increased; the state guideline
of 1 counselor per 500 students is not ade-
quate for the problems that some students
are now experiencing. Our district must join
96 other counties in putting the district em-
ployment application online through the
state. \WWe must encourage our students to be-
come educators to aid in teacher retention.
Decisions for the county must be made by
will of the majority; there must be transpar-
ency and openness.l would like to see a grass-
roots effort to make our system the strongest
in the state. My reasons for seeking board
membership include: interest in policy mak-
ing and educational initiatives, student
achievement and engagement through tech-

=See CANDIDATES page 11
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e QUTDOOR - INDOOR REMODEL-RENEW @

\ American Upholstery

N We Repair Furniture from frame
i ] Residential or Commercial « 37 Years Experience
i Free Estimates * Free Pick-up and Delivery

Open 8a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
102 S. College Street » (864) 638-9661

PO.Box593
Walhalla, SC 29691

Granny’s Tile and Granite
“Design with a Flair!”

Ceramic Tile & Granite » Backsplashes & Countertops ¢ Floors &
Walls « Showers & Seats ¢ Tub & Jacuzzi surrounds
Cabinet Refacing (Save from buying new cabinets!)

Painting & Remodeling Local References
buckeye@dnet.net

Heather Hallada — Owner
828-369-8712

828-743-5451 Village Square in Sapphire

HomePlace Blinds & Design Of Sapphire Valley

Custom Window Coverings — Heritance® hardwood shutters
Duette® honeycomb shades, Country Woods® Collection™
Custom Closet Systems, Unique Home Accessories

)

FomePlace HunterDosigias
Blinds.& Design ng @C%

American owned
& operated

Rabun County Roofing

Re-roofs « Repairs  New Construction
Chimney Caps « Custom Copper Work & Sheet Metal, Inc.

Inspections « Complete Sheet Metal Services
References available on request
706-782-7302 or 888-711-6412

Previous Member of Contractors Licensing & Regulatory Board ==
in Florida « State Certified FL Contractor for 17 years

Don’s Carpet and Hardwood Floors

Why Pay More! Large Selection
Residential and Commercial

Visit our Showroom
828-743-0711

Located in the Cashiers Insurance Building

SALE!
35% to 70% off
ENTIRE STOCK

- WI LH ITES of Walhalla

Drapery, Upholstery, Fashion & Quilting Fabric
Waverly =« Braemore = P Kaufman

iy i Swavelle = Richloom = Barrow

' 'f Open Mon.-Fri.«9a.m.to5p.m., Sat.#+9a.m.to 1 p.m.
¥

i da a8 851 Highlands Highway, Walhalla, SC

bk 864-638-8498 or toll-free: 800-444-5743

Email highlandseditor@aol.com to learn about
advertising in the weekly vehicle the buying public reads!
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e COOKING ON THE PLATEAU e

Small Plates Are Big

Entertaining with the big trend of small plate dining

homes, exciting menus of diverse small plates are being served instead of old-school
one plate entrees.

Perfect for parties where conversation is key, small plates make the usual cocktail
party into something festive and a delightful treat of many tastes. More than appetizers but
less than a full-on buffet, small plate food is the sizzling hot new food trend you can try
without busting the budget.

Think tapas, American style — Burgers go mini to become stylish sliders. Salad
wedges and shots of soup transform favorite fall classics into snazzy utensil-free finger
foods. Add an exotic touch with mini-quesadillas, shrimp skewers or lamb lollipops.

Add panache on the beverage side by pairing your small plates with premium wine.

Small plates are transforming the way we eat. Across the country, from restaurants to

We have everything you need for
interesting & healthy meals all year long!

In the Meat Department we have it all
and fresh seafood, too.
Don't forget a wine to match.

Visit our Deli Department for the best fried chicken in
town, party trays, fresh-baked breads, cheesecakes, organic
gourmet desserts, Boar’s Head meats and cheeses, rotisserie
chicken, lunch wraps in a variety of flavors — pre-made or

made-to-order, and
breakfast and lunch croissants, too!

Visit our Produce Department for fresh Western
cantaloupes, fresh vegetables, King o’ the West honeydews,
fresh N.C. apples, and S.C. peaches.

Don't forget our extensive variety of organic products and
specialty foods from around the world all over the store!
Now In:

Fall decorative items — gourds, pumpkins, floral Mums and
bittersweet.

Bryson’s Gift Cards are available in any denomination!

At Bryson’s Food Store, you'll find everything you need
for the accompanying recipes.

Located in Highlands Plaza ® 828-526-3775 * Fax: 828-526-0430

Sizzling Mini-Sliders
Serves 4
Time: 30 minutes

1 teaspoon onion powder

2 teaspoons minced garlic

1/2 cup Boho Vineyards Cabernet

11/2 pounds ground chuck

1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper

1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

12 3-inchdinnerrolls

Condiments: Caramelized onions
(sauté in olive oil, very slowly, about 20
minutes)

1/2 cup loosely packed watercress

1/2 cup thinly shredded radicchio

In medium bowl, combine onion
powder, garlic, wine, beef, salt and pepper.
Shape into twelve 1/2-inch-thick patties.
Grill until browned, 3 to 4 minutes per
side. Grill dinner rolls until slightly toasted.
On bottom of each roll, place caramelized

onions, patty, watercress and radicchio. Top
with roll top. Pairing Suggestion: Boho
Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon

Mint Pesto Lamb Lollipops
Serves 6
Time: less than 30 minutes

1 clove minced garlic

1/4 cup minced fresh mint

2 tablespoonsground pine nuts

1/2 teaspoon ground cumin

2 tablespoons Parmesan cheese

2 tablespoonsolive oil

1/3 cup Pinot Evil Pinot Noir

12 small lamb chops or lamb riblets,
Frenched and trimmed

2 tablespoonsolive oil

Salt and pepper to taste

Combine first six ingredients in food
processor until a paste forms. Set aside.

=See COOKING page 37




. FUNDING continued from page 9

nology and innovative classroom instruction,
increased guidance personnel, facility design,
state initiatives in the realignment of high
school courses, community and parental in-
clusion, post-secondary education, legislative
issues and fiscal policy. As a board member, |
would welcome concerns, ideas and points
for consideration from parents, teachers, stu-
dents, community leaders and administra-
tors as short and long term planning went
forward. Accountability and ex-
pectations are two key words that
should be applied to teachers, ad-
ministrators, superintendentand
board members
John Shearl
BOE District |

1. What do you want the
public to know about your con-
cerning your credentials to run
for a seat on the Macon County
School board?

I am a 1987 graduate of Fran-
klin High School. I am married
and | have three children. My
oldest son is a 2005 graduate of
Highlands School and just graduated in the
spring of 2008 from WCU. My middle son is
a sophomore at Highlands School and my
youngest son is in 2nd grade at Highlands
School.

| started my own business (J&JLawnand
Landscaping Services of Highlands) 20 years
ago and I still own and operate the business.
I am a member of Highlands Fire and Rescue
with 20 years of dedicated service. | have been
active in Highlands Little League since 1991
and was president of HLL for many years until
| stepped down before the 2008 season. | am
an active member of the Highlands School
Booster Club and my responsi-
bilities include help with deci-
sion making, help with fund rais-
ing, and | over see the concessions
operations at all sporting events.
| donate a lot of time and sup-
plies to the school, school
grounds, and many of the func-
tions. | like helping and being
around the kids. | am interested
in the kids having what they need
to do their best and being com-
petitive and proud in whatever

BOE DISTRICT |
John Shearl

children”. I will do everything that I can to
protect the tax payers without compromis-
ing a quality education for our children.

3. Pleasetell usalittle about your vi-
sion for the future of Macon County and how
you will help that vision come to fruition.

I would like to see all children stay in
school and graduate, provide the students
with as many vocational classes to prepare
them for a bright future in whatever their
interests are and the career that
they seek, make the public
schools a place where everyone
will feel comfortable sending
their children to get a quality
education, make every child feel
that they are as important and
cared for as everyone else, help
pick up the kids if they stumble
and don'’t just give up on them,
see that all students are treated
equal and have the same oppor-
tunities, provide for the less for-
tunate students and students
with special needs, get parents to
be more active in their schools,
open up communications between teacher,
parents, student, school officials and various
boards in Macon County, make the tax pay-
ers proud of Macon County School System
and show them that their tax dollars are be-
ing used wisely, and make decisions based
on the best interest of the majority of the
people.

How I plan to help this vision come to
fruition; listen, research, wise decisions and
hard work.

Tommy Baldwin

Incumbent

BOE District Il1

1. What do youwant the pub-
lic to know about you concern-
ing your credentials to run fora
seat on the BOE?

| am motivated to beamem-
ber of the Macon County School
Board by my desire to help the
administration, faculty and staff
of Macon County schools to ed-
ucate our students so that they
are prepared to meet the chal-
lenges of the 215 Century. | be-
lieve potential Board Members

their desires are. BOE DISTRICT Il  should have experience in lead-
2. Exactly what sets you Tommy Baldwin ership roles aswell as be involved
apart from the other candidates? Incumbent with the youth in their commu-

| think what sets me apart
from my opponent is | currently have chil-
dren enrolled in Highlands School and I am
very active in school functions and activities.
Thisiswhat | will bring to the Board if | am
the one that is elected for District 1 School
Board. Hard work, common sense, my back-
ground of owning and operating my own
business, a huge interest in helping see that
the teachers, students, parents, and all school
employees have everything that we can pos-
sibly provide for the school system and the
classrooms for our kids to get the best educa-
tion that is offered in public schools. A huge
interest in the future of Macon County “our

nity. | have experience in both of
these areas. Asa member of the Board of Ed-
ucation for 24 years, | have dealt with the
issues of finance, personnel, budgeting and
looking after the teachers and students of our
county. As President of the Tomato and Ap-
ple Growers Association | have dealt with all
aspects of operating a business which include
payroll, hiring, termination, labor disputes,
budget, shipping and receiving and conduct-
ing meetings. | currently own and operate
my own business, Baldwin Grading, and have
had a tomato farming business in the past. |
have attended both Tri-County Community

=See CANDIDATES page 12
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Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials,
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. » Monday by appt.

(828)526-4192

454 Dillard Road ¢« Highway 106
NC LMBT #1429

Images Unlimited S&pa.on &pring
Salon
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828-526-9477
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828-526-8832
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Highlands - ] Atlanta
828-526-1899 I C ae S .I: 770-916-0086
in Wright Square OI’
121 Main Street
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All Seasons Salow

Signature Hair Designs for Men & Women
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Barbara & Van « 526-0349 e Open Mon - Sat
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$1 of all products sold will be going to Breast Cancer Awareness
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Now Open for
our 22nd Season!

Featuring our
same great lines

COAT
SALE

in
progress!

Hard Tail « Junk Food
Citzens of Humanity
BCBG « Tulle « Project E
Free People  Joe's Jeans
Michael Star Tees

355 Main Street
in The Galax Theatre
526-4660
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Chustom Kitchen Crranite T

Tiled Baths Pro. [Desigme

| ;|l|_|l Fromit

750,000

S :f;}! /]
MEADO \-’J S

MOUNTAIN REALTY

Contact us at 806-526-3558

lor more infonnation.

. Chaco|Teval Earth | Lole | Merrell | Born | White Sierra | Birkenstock

—

Over 450 Styles
of Shoes & Boots

-1' i~

Carhartt | Clarks | Crocs | Marmot | Ecoco
el e N )

o

Casual & Active Wear
for the Family
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Highlands, NC | £28-526-5784 | BearMtnOutfitters@aol.com

. CANDIDATES continued from page 11

College and Western Carolina
University.In my community, |
have been president of the PTO
and involved with the school. |
am an active member of my
church and in the community. |
have coached both high school
and youth league basketball for a
total of 32 years. | take kids to the
Crossfire Christian basketball
camps as well as on camping
trips. I support the students in our
community by attending their
ballgames and other school functions, by
buying whatever they are selling, and look-
ing out for their educational well-being as a
current member of the BOE. | was also in-
volved in the early set up of New Century
Scholars where the Macon County BOE gave
money to begin the program.

2. Exactly what sets you apart from the
other candidates?

The youth of Macon Coun-

BOE DISTRICT I
Brian Bateman

sources so that none of our aca-
demic or extracurricular pro-
grams are cut. Our budget must
also continue to have a level of
transparency that allows the
community and County Com-
mission to see exactly how their
tax dollars are being spent.

Macon County students are
our future. | believe in our stu-
dents and that today’s prepara-
tion and education for them will
ensure Macon County will con-
tinue to set the example for the state and na-
tion. Join with me in doing all we can four
our students of today and the future of to-
morrow to prepare them for the 21 century.

Brian Bateman
BOE District Il1

1. What do you want the public to know
aboutyou concerning your credentials to run
for aseat on the BOE?
| was elected to the Macon

ty have always been in my heart
and because they are dear to my
heart | have been very involved
in making sure that they are the
very best they can be and assur-
ing them they can accomplish
anything they desire. I am in-
volved with our school youth and
our church youth. The thing that
sets me apart from the others is
that my decisions have always
and will continue to come from

County Board of Education in
1996 and served to 2000 repre-
senting District 111, the Nantaha-
la Community. | own and oper-
ate my own excavation business.
I have been involved with the
Nantahala Fire and Rescue for 17
years and have had the honor of
being chief for 12 years. These
experiences have provided many,
important decision making op-
portunities that will be very ben-

my heart and thru earnest prayer.
The best interest of the students
has been the basis for my deci-
sions. I am also motivated by my
belief that the community should have avoice
in the development of the policies that gov-
ern our schools. These policies must be in
the best interests of students and everyone’s
voice must be heard without fear of reprisal.
Itis my desire that all students are successful
and I will help insure their success asa mem-
ber of the BOE.

3. Please tell us a little about your vision
for the future of Macon County and how you
will help that vision come to fruition.

The future of Macon County is in our
schools. Our students are our future. | believe
that we should educate each student to their
full potential, as well as instill in them char-
acter values. Our students need to be prepared
for the 21% century in order to be successful. |
will insure that our school system be up-to-
date and able to prepare our students for the
future. In these difficult economic times we
must be very considerate of how we use our
educational dollars. The tax payers expect it
and we owe itto our children to provide them
with the best education possible. We need to
develop young men and women who pos-
sess high standards, good character, and have
good work ethics.

We must continue the progress that we
have made with regard to technology in edu-
cation. The 21 Century will require these
skills. We must also continue to actively pur-
sue grants and other alternative funding

BOE DISTRICT IV
Alan Allman

eficial to this position.

2. Exactly what sets you apart
from the other candidates?

My wife being an Exception-
al Children’s Teacher for 16 years and my
son being a junior in high school motivates
me to pursue 21st century policies that will
allow our young people to be competitive
when furthering their education or moving
into the working world. As a board member,
I will commit to being a person of integrity,
with high moral values, being insightful, not
spiteful, to be receptive, not deceptive, and to
be a policy maker, not a micro-manager.

3. Please tell us a little about your vision
for the future of Macon County and how you
will help that vision come to fruition.

Board members have to be “visionaries”
with a mission. My vision for Macon County
is as follows: “Every public school student
will graduate from high school, be globally
competitive for work and postsecondary ed-
ucation, and be prepared for life in the 21st
century.” To be globally competitive, resources
have to be sought to continue “connecting”
our students to the working world. Technol-
ogy isa learning tool and if not used, we will
move back into the 20th century. I will sup-
port technology and other resources to in-
sure that this vision is carried through.

Alan Allman
BOE District IV

1. What do you want the public to know

about you concerning your credentials to run

=See CANDIDATAES page 15
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The Honeymoon, Part V

nder overcast
skies, we left our
hotel in

Letterkenny, and headed
south past the Blue Stack
Mountains. We drove
through the town of
Donegal, and followed
the Atlantic shoreline of
Donegal Bay to Belleek,
where we stopped to visit
the Belleek Pottery
Factory. We were infora
real treat, first watching a
film to see how skilled
craftsmen form and
decorate delicate
porcelain masterpieces,
and then wandering around the factory gift
shop to pick up some wonderful pottery to
take home. A note to visitors—Belleek does
not sell “factory seconds” —each item is
perfect, or they destroy it! Belleek even has
anice tea room where you can recover as
your credit card cools enough to put back
inyour wallet.

After our factory tour, we continued
our journey south through County Sligo
and the windswept landscape of County
Mayo through the heathery mountains of
the Connemararegion. Our bus pulled
into the Connemara Coast Hotel in
Galway, and we were delighted to have
another two night stay.

The next morning was rainy and
miserable — just what we didn’t need for
our planned trip to the Aran Islands.
Several of our group bailed out, deciding
not to risk a rough crossing, and opting to
spend the day visiting Galway instead. \We
drove to the pier with a sense of foreboding,
hoping we’'d made the right decision. The
crossing from Rossaveal to Aran Mor (the
largest of the three islands) was very
choppy and rough; fortunately, Maman,
John and I are all pretty good sailors. The
Aran Islands are 30 miles west of Galway
city. We had a great local guide, who took
us around the island by minibus, giving us
an overview of the island with the most
delightful, musical Irish lilt. Most of the
islanders speak Irish Gaelic, and still retain
many of the traditional ways of farming
and fishing. The land is extremely stony,
and the islanders have formed dry stone
walls to protect the windswept fields.
Seaweed is used to make the land more
fertile. Our guide took us to Dun Aengus, a
vast fortification perched on the side of a
cliff that falls to the Atlantic Ocean 300 feet
below. The site consists of three
concentric enclosures and dates back to
1,000 BC or earlier. Asmall museumon
the site gives excellent information about
the area.

We couldn’t wait to see the famous
hand-knit Aran sweaters. The original
reason for their distinctive patterns is

Michelle Mead-Armor &
John Armor
michiemead@aol.com

John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

sobering. Each family
had a unique pattern so
that they could identify
their dead, should an
unlucky sailor wash
ashore and the body be
too badly decomposed to
identify it. The oiled
wool is actually rather
waterproof, and wool is
the only fabric which
stays warm when wet.
All three of us found
great sweaters —we can’t
wait for the weather to
get cool enough to show
them off. Fortunately for us, the weather
cleared up more and more during the day.
By the time we took the boat back to
Rossaveal, we were able to sit on the top
deck, not cowering inside the way we had
on the trip over. There were smilesall
around, and lots and lots of sweaters in
shopping bags!

The next day, we left Galway for the
center of Ireland, and a visit to
Clonmacnoise. This monastic settlement
was founded in 545 AD by St. Ciaran, and
is set on the banks of the River Shannon.
We learned about the history of the site
through an audiovisual presentation, and
checked out an amazing collection of
Celtic Crosses, brought indoors to protect
them from inclement weather. Several
small stone buildings still exist, without
their roofs, alas. It's a lovely and impressive
areatowalk around.

Our last leg of the trip took us across
the rolling pastures of Ireland’s heartland to
the village of Dunboyne. We checked into
our hotel —the fabulous Dunboyne Castle
Hotel —and prepared to be spoiled. What a
place! The original part of the hotel isa
magnificent 18™ century mansion, once
the home of The Lord of Dunboyne, a
gentleman with an interesting story. John
Butler was the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Cork when the previous peer died. Butler
appealed to the Pope, asking for a
dispensation from his vow of celibacy so
that he could marry and presumably father
an heir. Thiswould keep the peerage in
direct line of thisancient house. Well, the
Pope said “no,” and Lord Dunboyne
became a Protestant. He and a pretty young
distant cousin married, but their young son
died, and the line died out. The story goes
that John Butler was driving along a
country road one day, and a distraught
woman rushed out of a cottage, calling for a
priest for the dangerously ill person inside.
Butler is said to have said “l am a priest,”
and rushing inside, heard the confession of
the dying person. His will was disputed by
his sister, on the grounds that, having
reconverted to Catholicism, he was not

il
‘--I

capable of making a will!

After a brief walk around Dunboyne,
we had a tasty dinner, followed by an
evening of traditional Irish music in the
Cellar Bar. It was a great way to end what
had been an exceptional trip.

In spite of somewhat iffy weather, we
enjoyed ourselves enormously on our trip.
I was delighted to see Scotland again, and
even more pleased to be able to share it
with John and Maman. Perhaps more
importantly, in seeing Northern Ireland,
John and I were able to see the country
where our ancestors came from. Our brief
stay there only made us want a longer visit,
hopefully one of those fly-drive ones so we
can explore certain areas in more depth.
It's good to see that Scotland isn’t all about

bagpipes and haggis, and that Ireland is
more than peat bogs and potatoes. It's true
that travel broadens the mind, and in our
case, ittook a pretty good hit at our
waistlines, too. We have our Aran Island
sweaters, some Belleek pottery, great
tweeds, and a new recipe for oatmeal. Not
bad for ten days in the rain, huh?

About the Author: Michelle A. Mead-
Armor is a writer and translator who grew
up in Waynesboro, Virginia, before wasting
her youth and good looks in Baltimore,
Sydney, Paris, and New York. She and her
husband live on top of a mountain on the
Continental divide near Highlands. They
are members of the Highlands Writers
Group. Michelle thanks all of those nice
people who enjoyed this trip around
Scotland and Ireland, and told her so. The
next column will have her Stateside again.
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The path of common purpose

last couple of months that, in the midst

of aglobal financial crisis, when banks
are supposedly refusing to make loans, I am
still receiving credit card offers in the mail
for zero percent balance transfers. | have
gotten plenty of them in the last few
months, and most interesting of all, three
— three! — from Washington Mutual, the
large savings and loan that went broke last
month.

Of course this economic crisis has
many causes; | have written about some
already. A major contributor in my opinion
is the culture of consumption that has

I have found it very interesting over the

Pure Mobile Services

Owner & Operator : Paris Messina
(678)231-9875

Mobile Detailing

Car Windshield Repair
Headlight Restoration
Home & Business glass
scratch removal

John Schiffli Real Estate

361 Main Street « P.O. Box 725 « Highlands, NC
(800) 526-5750 « (828) 526-5750
info@johnschiffli.com
View all of our listings at www.JohnSchiffli.com

Family owned & operated Jf* for over 20 years

RUG GALLERY

At Main and 3rd streets in
Highlands

40% - 75% Off

Other showrooms, Tampa, Sarasota,
Naples, Orlando

85% on
red tag
SALE!

Open Monday-Saturday
10am to 6 pm, Sunday 12-5pm

828-526-5759

| WEBUY or TRADE OLD RUGS
| Cleaning * Restoration * Appraisals, /8

taken over this country, and | find this the
factor people are least willing to talk about.

In a column earlier this year (“Our
Country’s Future,” March 13), I discussed
the statistic that 2.7% of all consumer
spending was from home-equity loans.
Americans used to save a hefty percentage
of their salaries— an average of over 8% in
the years 1959-1990; now the average
American savings rate is negative. We spend
more than we make.

I have felt in my gut for a couple of
years now that a day of reckoning was
coming because it was obvious to me that
this spending spree could not be sustained.
How could an economy based on debt keep
going on forever? Yet most economists and
politicians didn’t see any problem with it!

I am reading a new book called The
Limits of Power: The End of American
Exceptionalism by Andrew Bacevich
(320.973B), and was struck by Mr.
Bacevich’s assertion that a major pivot
point in modern American history
happened inJuly 1979. | couldn’t
remember anything of major significance
happening that month, and was surprised
to read he was referring to a speech by
President Jimmy Carter.

That summer was not a good time in
America. The Iranian revolutionaries had
taken the hostages earlier that year, the
price of gas had shot up again, inflation was
11 percent, unemployment was 7 percent,
and interest rates were in the double digits.

President Carter gave a speech on July
15to the nation. He said that Americans
were “experiencing a crisis of confidence, a
crisis that strikes at the very heart and soul
and spirit of our national will.” He
diagnosed the cause of this crisis: “too
many of us now tend to worship self-
indulgence and consumption. Human
identity is no longer defined by what one
does, but by what one owns. But we've
discovered that owning things and
consuming things does not satisfy our
longing for meaning. We've learned that
piling up material goods cannot fill the
emptiness of lives which have no
confidence or purpose.”

He concluded, “There are two paths to
choose. One is a path I've warned about
tonight, the path that leads to
fragmentation and self-interest. Down that
road lies a mistaken idea of freedom, the
right to grasp for ourselves some advantage
over others.” The other path was “the path
of common purpose and the restoration of
American values.”

Carter believed that “energy will be the
immediate test of our ability to unite this
nation, and it can also be the standard
around which we rally.” He called for,

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

among other things, developing alternative
energy sources and conservation of energy
by carpooling and turning down the
thermostat. He expressed confidence that
one day America could achieve energy
independence, but in the meantime “there
was simply no way to avoid sacrifice.”

This was labeled the “malaise speech”
and was used by Carter’s opponent in the
next year’s presidential race against him (if
you'd like to read the whole speech, just
google “carter malaise speech.”).

Ronald Reagan’s slogan in 1980 was
“Morning in America.” Reagan’s theme
was the opposite of what Carter spoke of in
that “malaise” speech: we're Americans,
the most powerful country in the world,
and we can have itall. There’s no need for
sacrifice. Bacevich calls him the “modern
prophet of profligacy, the politician who
gave moral sanction to the empire of
consumption.” Bacevich quotes Reagan,
“When it comes to energy, he was insistent:
‘We must decide that ‘less’ is not enough.”

The American people obviously chose
consumption over sacrifice, the path of
easy-living-now over investment in our
collective future. | think Carter was a poor
salesman, but | was 21 at the time of his
speech and | understood what he was
talking about. | was excited at the prospect
of defining a new American purpose and
the development of alternative energy. It
was obvious to me even back then how
vital this was to our future, and I was
crushed at the shortsightedness of the
American people when Reagan won the
election.

The main body of Bacevich’s book is
the documentation of the next 30 years in
which America has “wielded U.S. military
power to ensure access to oil, hoping
thereby to prolong the empire of
consumption.” By dominating the planet
and claiming “American Exceptionalism”
we have maintained our increasingly
unrealistic glittering lifestyles at great cost
to the planet’s and our nation’s health.

To bring this column back to where |

=See BRUGGER page 23
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for aseat on the Macon County Board of Ed-
ucation board?

My credentials qualifying me to run for
the Board of Education. BS degrees in Chem-
istry and Mathematics from Western Caroli-
na University ; 27 years in corporate man-
agement with DuPont, where |
managed budgets exceeding $20-
25 million/year; Retired as a Se-
nior Research Chemistin 1991 ;
1 year law school; 8 years on the
Board of Trustees at Western Caro-
lina University; 3 years as a vol-
unteer teacher, teaching 8th grade
Economics at Brevard Middle
School, Brevard, NC2.

2. Exactly what sets you apart
from the other candidates?

What sets me apart from the
other candidates is that | have an
understanding of the education
system from Kindergarten
through the university level. | am a free and
independent thinker who “tells it like it is”,
even ifitis unpopular. My years of manage-
ment experience | understand that Board
members are accountable to the taxpayer/
citizen.

3. Please tell us a little about your vision
for the future of Macon County Schoolsand
how you will help that vision come to frui-
tion.

The classroom (teacher, assistant, sup-
plies, technology, and student) is the focal
point of the education system.
This is where the product is pro-
duced-the expected results are
obtained. Classrooms must not
be shortchanged. Minimize, to
the greatest extent possible, man-
dated distractions that take time
and resources from the class-
room. | believe in open and hon-
estcommunication, government,
and working relationships. This
means employees can “tell it like
itis” without fear of retribution.
This stimulates critical creative
thinking, resulting in better ideas
for the good of the school system.
Alltoo often in the public service sector, if we
don’t agree with the message, we shoot the
messenger! One should never have to sacri-
fice free speech for fear of retribution. We all
learn more from our critics than we do from
our fans.

BOE

Jimmy Breedlove
BOE District IV

1. What do you want the public to know
about you concerning your credentials to run
for aseat on the BOE?

I am a life-long resident of Macon Coun-
ty, afather of two children who are graduates
of Macon County Schools and a husband of
aguidance counselor in the school system. |
have worked in the banking industry in Ma-
con County for 29 years and currently hold
the position of City President for United
Community Bank. In addition, | have served
on numerous Boards for civic and non-prof-

BOE DISTRICT IV
Jim Breedlove

ISTRICT IV
Dwight C. Vinson

it organizations in Macon County. | have a
deep commitment to our schools and to pro-
viding the best education we can to our stu-
dents.

2. Exactly what sets you apart from the
other candidates?The Board of Education is
charged with working with the
superintendent to insure that our
schools conform with federal,
state and local policies, and
guidelines while maintaining
the highest degree of efficiency
in the operation of our school
system we can possibly obtain. |
think my background in finance
and business allows me to un-
derstand these factors and pro-
vide the leadership and direction
to achieve these goals.

3. Please tell us a little about
your vision for the future of Ma-
con County Schoolsand howyou
will help that vision come to fruition.

Our future in Macon County depends
heavily on how we prepare our students to
best cope with changing economic environ-
ments. Itis vital we give them the vocational,
technological, and academic tools necessary
to compete and succeed in the competitive
workplace they will face upon graduation.

Dwight Vinson
BOE District IV

1. What do you want the public to know
about you concerning your credentials to run
for aseat on the BOE?

I am a graduate of Franklin
High School and attended ALL
of 12 years of school in the Ma-
con County School System. |
graduated from Appalachian
State University in 1986. | have
been employed in businesses in
the Macon County area until
opening up my real estate ap-
praisal firm in 1998. | have a 16
year old daughter, currently a
junior at Franklin High School
and have been active with the
kids as a softball coach, basket-
ball coach, member of the Fran-
klin High School athletic Boosters Club and
Band Boosters. | am currently the president
of the Franklin High School Band Boosters. |
am past president of the Franklin Jaycees and
Franklin Rotary Club. I am currently the
music director at South Macon Baptist
Church and have been a member of Blue
Ridge, a nationally recognized southern gos-
pel quartet, for over 28 years.

2. Exactly what sets you apart from the
other candidates?

As described above, | have been and am
currently very active in the local community.
I am a small business owner that has to make
practical fiscal decisions every day. My busi-
ness takes me into all parts of Macon County
on adaily basis. This includes Franklin, High-
lands and Nantahala. | have a child in the
local school system that is involved in band,
athletics and is an honor student academi-
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cally. I believe that | have the widest range of
knowledge and day to day con-
tact with the parents and chil-
drenwho are in the Macon Coun-
ty School system.

3. Please tell us a little about
your vision for the future of Ma-
con County and how you will
help that vision come to fruition.
| suppose you are asking more
specifically about the Macon
County School system. | believe
that the school board is 1 and
foremost to be an advocate of the

Newspaper, we mistakenly reported that Vin-
son's wife Marthaworked at Fran-
klin High School. She works at
Macon Bank. We also mistaken-
ly reported that he had a five-
year-old daughter. His daughter
is 16. We regret the error and are
happy to set the record straight.
Bobby Bishop
BOE District IV
Unexpired Term
1. What do youwant the pub-
lic to know about you concern-
ing your credentials to run fora

children of the Macon County

BOE DISTRICT IV
UNEXPIRED TERM

seat on the Macon County BOE?
I'm 40 years old, a native of

School system. The Macon Coun-
ty School system is experiencing
challenges now that will proba-
bly get larger in the near future. Due to exces-
sive demands placed on schools systems, from
Federal and State mandates, i.e. No Child Left
Behind, it is getting increasingly difficult to
meet budget demands. Demands to meet
grade level requirements for “new” students
entering our system, is forcing the local sys-
tems, across the state, to divert resources, both
money and teachers, away from the main-
stream students as well as the honors pro-
grams. These diversions may NOT be direct,
but it is having the same effect, when the
budget “pie” is being split into smaller piec-
es. This problem is frustrating for the kids,
teachers, parents and taxpayers. | believe that
this frustration is also evident in the state re-
ported drop-out rate. | would like to assist the
school system in planning and prioritizing
in the upcoming years and also to help im-
plement a program that includes the parents,
in lowering the drop out rate as well as in-
creasing the graduation rate.

Note: In the Sept. 18 issue of Highlands’

Bobby Bishop

Macon County. | have two girls
in the school system, Breanna at
Franklin High School, Kaitlin at Macon Mid-
dle School. I've been coaching little league
sports for the children of Macon County for
the past 13 years. I've been a Building Inspec-
tor for Macon County for 15 years.

2. Exactly what sets you apart from the
other candidates?

I’'mwilling to listen to the public and try
my best to give the teachers of Macon Coun-
ty the tools they need to give every boy and
girl the best education possible.

3. Please tell us a little about your vision
for the future of Macon County and how you
will help that vision come to fruition. I will
try my best to be fair and wise with every
decision that is made in our school system. |
will base my decisions on what is best for the
students of Macon County.

Robert Swank
Incumbent
BOE District IV
Unexpired Term

=See CANDIDATES page 26

Celebrating our 27th Season!

FALL CONCERT — NOV. 1, 2008
CHRISTMAS CONCERT — DEC. 20, 2008

Exquisite music performed by
internationally-known artists in

intimate settings.
For tickets or more information, contact us at

Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival

L
%

P.O.Box 1702
Highlands, NC 28741

Ph. 828.526.9060
Fax. 828.526.4893

hccmf@verizon.net
www.h-cmusicfestival.org

Cecylia Arzewski

William
Ransom
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Highlands
Culinary Weekend Events
at...

...onthe Verandah
Highlands’ Most Scenic Dining Overlooking
Lake Sequoyah

Friday. Nov. 14, noon—2 pm
ATaste of Spice”
featuring Myron Redford, Winemaker of Amity
Vineyards
$50 plus sales tax & gratuity

Friday, Nov. 14, 6:30 pm
Caymus Vineyards &

Wines of the Wagner Family
Featured for OTV's Guest Chef Wine Dinner
Series
Jeremy Lieb of Atlanta’s Trois Restaurant
$145 plus sales tax & gratuity

Saturday, Nov. 15,11 am—1pm
“Southern Comfort” Cooking Demonstration
featuring Virginia Willis, Author of Bon Appetit

Y'Al
$40 plus sales tax & gratuity

Saturday. Nov. 15, 6:30 pm
“Play ItAgain Tom — Caribbean Fusion, Part II”
Tom Harvey of Atlanta’s One. Midtown Kitchen
Warren Sangeorge of Majestic Fine Wines
Featuring Archipel, Hartford Family Winery &
Matanzas Creek Winery
$115 plus sales tax & gratuity

828-526-2338
www.ontheverandah.com

A forelorn cabin with a ‘spooky’ story

By Barbara Lawrence
Owner of Mountain Rarities
The Joe Webb log cabin stood alone,
looking unloved and abandoned, hid
den by tall Mountain Laurel bushes
that bloomed profusely in the summer.
While Highlands carried out its busy life, it
seemed that time stood still for the old
house. The rumor was that an old musi-
cian had lived there and hung himself by
his violin string. Music was said to be heard
coming from the house occasionally. When
the police were called, they reported every-
thing was in order but the wooden beams
were unstable so people should stay away.

There used to be a “For Sale” sign in
the garden, but that had fallen down and
rotted many years ago. The garden was over-
grown with weeds interspersed with day-
lilies, mint and old country roses. It was
peaceful, and the birds had found a haven
here.

| walked my dogs by the house every
morning. Neighbors had told me to stay
away. “It's haunted and dangerous” they
said. Noises had been heard in the night,
and lights had been seen once or twice. |
didn’t believe in such nonsense, so | en-
joyed my walk and always thought what a
nice home it would make if it were fixed
up. Besides, I could take my dogs off their
leash, so they could enjoy sniffing through
the long grass and flushing out the occa-
sional rabbit.

One morning | was surprised to no-
tice that the curtains had been moved, ever
so slightly. “That’s strange” | thought, may-
be someone came by to give the place a
clean. The next morning they were back in
the usual position. “Must be my imagina-
tion” | thought.

About a week later, | noticed a little
vase in the window had been moved. Now
I was beginning to wonder if my friends

were right. Maybe this place was haunted
— maybe | should change my route in the
morning. | decided to take my last walk to
the house the next morning, and then take
a detour by the lake. | had avoided thisin
the past because my dogs loved to chase
the ducks.

As | came around the Mountain Laurel
bush I stopped in surprise. Coming out of
the house was someone | knew and was
very close to years ago, one could say in
another life when | worked for the govern-
ment. | nodded to him. He smiled and nod-
ded back. | understood then what the
house was. For the next week | walked by
the lake, and my dogs suffered the indigna-
tion of being on a leash.

One morning | decided to go by the

® ART GALLERIES @

house again. | wanted to take one last look.
That encounter had sure brought back
memories.

To my amazement, the doors were
open; cleaners were busy washing floors
and windows. A new For Sale Sign was up.
Ayoung couple was looking at the house.

They came over to me.

“We are thinking of buying this house.
The owner, Mr. Usam, just put it on the
market last week. It’s a great price, and re-
ally cozy, it looks as if it has been well cared
for inside, but people told us this house
had a reputation of being haunted and dan-
gerous” What do you think?

“Oh! | can assure you; this has always
been a very “safe” house.....”

iy o )

381 Main Street » 526-0667

Bryant Art Glass

Open Monday-Saturday
10a.m.to5p.m.
New location at

216 S. 4th St. Highlands
526-4095

[\

TIN [ROOF

studio
\ Fun & Functional Arts & Crafts

Open Mon-Sat
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Sun. 1-4 p.m.

828.526.3900
1990 Dillard Road
(Hwy 106)
Highlands, NC

Mill Creek Gallery &

Framing

Located in Highlands Village
Square ¢ Oak Street at 5"
(behind Wolfgang's)

Custom Picture Framing
(including laminating service)

Art and crafts by local artisans
Open Saturdays
(828) 787-2021 cypicturelady@aol.com
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Confession time

K, so every so often |
use this space asa
personal confession

booth, where I spill out
some of the deepest and
darkest things that keep me
awake at night. (or during
the day, depending on how
you look at these things).

Tonight, I had an epiph-
any as | was sitting at home.
I was supposed to be work-
ing, either on this column,
or a homework assignment,
or some lesson plans, or laundry, or some
of the other 10 million things that needed
to be done. As | was thinking, | was holding
aPlaystation controller in my hand and
had just finished throwing for 340 yards
with 5 touchdowns. It was then that | real-
ized that | have a problem, and it manifests
itself in the video game world.

To fully explain what | am talking about, I'll
have to take you back to my childhood. It
was a time of social awkwardness, etc., but
it was also the dawn of modern video
games. These video games allowed one to
escape reality and enter a virtual world full
of all kinds of fun. It was also the dawn of
the first sports games, with RBI baseball
(which allowed the pitcher to magically
move the ball back and forth defying all
laws of gravity), Tecrno Bowl (which fea-
tured a 4-play playbook similar to the Ten-
nessee Volunteers actual playbook) and
Double Dribble (which allowed players to
dunk from behind the 3-point line on the
baseline).

All of these games were extremely ge-
neric, not even featuring real teams or real
players (except Tecmo Bowl, which fea-
tured a cyborg version of Bo Jackson), but
they did allow gamers to get their first taste
of virtual sports.

However, as the games advanced, so

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com sports games— the Create-a-

did the realism that they pro-
vided. Soon, gamers could
take control of their favorite
players or favorite teams and
play to their hearts’ content.
At this point, you may be
asking yourself about this
supposed confession, which
| promise | will be getting to
eventually. However, | must
outline one other advance-
ment within the newest

Player feature. This feature
allows gamers to create themselves, or any
other player they would like to see in the
game. And here now, in this particular col-
umn, I am going to confess | abuse the Cre-
ate-a-Player system.

The pattern of abuse started with my
Sega Dreamcast, and the ability to create
myselfin College Football. Soon, I was a
6'8” quarterbacking monster with a rocket
arm and 4.4 speed that would make Reggie
Bush look slow.

Next came MLB baseball, where my 96
mph fastball was almost as dominant as
my knee-buckling curve ball.

College basketball was next, where my
supreme handles and deadly 3-point shoot-
ing made me the best white player with
glasses since George Mikan. And lest you
think that at some point | got over this sick
manipulation of the Create-a-Player sys-
tem, last night I just won my third BCS
championship, as captain and quarterback
of the Duke Blue Devils.

At this point, | feel like I have a prob-
lem — one that can only be solved with a
lot of therapy, and perhaps even a life. Of
course, the first step to recovery isadmit-
ting you have a problem...right? Now, if
you will excuse me, | have to start game 7
for the Pirates in the World Series in a few
minutes.
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SPECIALTY FOODS

Gourmet to Go & Catering
526-0383

- .

ROSEWOOD
MARKET 4

s
7}

GREAT FODD TO GO Vi ©

B28-526-0383
HIGHLANDS, NC

Tuesday-Saturday « 11-6
Next to D&J Express Mart at Main & 3st streets
Also home to Wedding Designs®

Whole
Life

Stop by and see our wide selection of
Local Organic Produce,
Specialty Gourmet Foods, Quality
Supplements, Organic Body Care,
Nartural Health Books & References, &
Local Hand-Crafted Gifts.

"For a Healthier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. 64E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Sarurdays 11 am - 4 pm

Call 526-5999

basketcase

Highlands’ premier
gift basket company

gourmet foods — coffees & teas
fresh-baked pastries — gifts
entertainware

294 S. 4th Street « “on the hill” « 526-5026

DUSTY'’S

RHODES SUPERETTE
All Year long!
It's Dusty’s....

“A Grocery & MORE!”

Letour “‘Heat & Serve” items
make your life easier.
Pick up your goodies now!

Hours
Mon..-Sat, 8-5:30

493 Dillard Rd. «526-2762

Make your business a
“destination!”
Advertise in Highlands’
Newspaper.

Call 526-0782

‘Bobby Jones’ tournament nets $130,000 for hospital

2008 marked the 27th Annual Bob Jones Invitational Golf Tourna-

ment hosted by Highlands Country Club and played for benefit of the
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Foundation. This year’s tournament played
on Aug.16 generated $130,000 for the hospital.

Played in honor of immortal golfer Bobby Jones, the invitational
featured Walker Cup players. Every two years, the best amateur golfers in
the United States compete with those from Great Britain and Ireland in
team play for the coveted Walker Cup, with play alternating between here
and oversees. It all began in 1922, when the first match was played in this
country. In an effort to get international play started, George Herbert
Walker, a prominent golfer of the time, donated an “International Chal-
lenge Trophy”. The press termed the trophy the “Walker Cup” in honor of
the donor, who happened to be former President George Bush’s maternal
grandfather, and President George W. Bush’s great-grandfather. Bobby
Jones was selected to play on five Walker Cup teams and chosen twice to
serve as team captain. In nine individual matches, he was undefeated.

The Bob Jones Tournament Committee is comprised of Earle Maul-
din, Chairman, Wayne Beckner, Anne Bailey, Bill Gaston, Allen Hardin,
John McKey, Jr, Helen Olnick, Ruthie Watts and Club Administrator Mar-
tha Betz. Proceeds to the hospital foundation exceed $2.8 million.

Jams, Jellies,
Preserves,
Relishes &

Gourmet Treats

POTITERY

» Paula Deen Food Products
» Stonewall Kitchen

Mon-Sat ¢ 10-5
Corner of 5th & Main
787-2473

From left: Bob Jones, IV, grandson of
immortal golfer Bobby Jones, Club
Administrator Martha Betz, and
Chairman emeritus Walter Wattles.
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Mountain Rarities in Wright Square
has new owners, a new look and
lots of new merchandise!

Just
arrived...

RARITIES

Claudia
Nichole
cashmere
sweaters
in a wide
variety of
colors.

(While trick-or-treating
Friday night, stop by
the shop for some
home-made
hot spiced cider!)

in Highlands newest

shopping HOT SPOT
Wright Square
177 Main Street

526-8244

Featuring gifts, affordable
jewelry, wraps, shawls, home
decor accessories, butterflies

and lots more!

= 1
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129 Main Street {:1\"1‘i._5_:_1}‘|t HL'ILmrL‘_}I
Highlands, NC 28741

828-526-9999

www.highlandsncproperty.com

e ANOTHER POV

Vote Baby Vote!

syou read this there
are just four days
efore the election.

What's left to be said? Each
candidate has made his or

her point; they have
bombarded us with ads to

the point where we can

recite the rhetoric with the
sound turned down on the

TV. As we come to the close

of the campaign, itand the
ads have turned extremely E

Matthew G. Eberz

Feedback is encouraged .
mail: matt@matteberz.com Strong, selfreliant, free

change in their voting
party of which they have
never done before nor
would have even
considered doing before. |
have a dear friend who is
at the total opposite of the
politic spectrum as me.
We have discussed politics
foralongtime, and
although our goals for
America are the same —a

negative. The campaign has

come to the point where it's
become distasteful even to watch. |
personally have had my fill of it. I've never
liked nor respected those that try to make
themselves look better by making 