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This Week in Highlands

Weekend Weather:

•See NEW ROLE page 14

•See ELECTRIC page 13

•See TDC page 12

• Friends of Panthertown work days, last
Thursday of every month. Call Nina Elliott at
828-526-9938 (ext 258).

• Collections for men and women over-
seas at Chestnut Hill Retirement community. To

schedule a drop-off call (828) 787-2114.
• At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers

Hospital, exercise classes. Call 828-526-1FIT.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the

Rec Park, 8-9 a.m. $10 per class or $50 a
month.

Wed., & Fri.
• Open AA meeting noon at the Episcopal

Church at Fifth and Main streets.
Mondays
• Open AA meeting, 8 p.m. at the Episco-

pal Church at Fifth and Main streets.
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec

Park. $3 per person.
Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at

the Highlands Conference Center.
Wednesdays
• MountainTop Rotary Club meets at the

Highlands Conference Center at 7:30 a.m.
• Men’s interdenominational Bible Study

at 8:30 a.m.at First Baptist Church.
Thursdays
• Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal

Church on Main and Fifth streets.
• Taize worship at 7 p.m. at the Lutheran

Chapel of the Holy Family, 2152 Dillard Road.
Call Chaplain Margaret Howell 828-526-2905.

2nd & 4th Fridays
• Community Drum Circle at the High-

lands Rec Park, 6-7:30 p.m. Call 421-0551.
Fridays & Saturdays
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, at Falls

on Main, complimentary wine samplings dur-
ing business hours.

Saturdays
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, Falls on

Main, Wine Flights from 4-6:30 p.m. Five wines,
artisan cheeses and specialty foods. $19 ea.

Thursday, April 2
• Bingo at the Community Building from

6:30-8:30.
Saturday, April 4
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a

5-mile moderate hike to Rock Gorge and Big
Bend Falls on the Chattooga River . Call leader
Virginia Talbot, 526-4904.

Sunday, April 5
• At First Baptist Church on Main Street

Easter musical program “Come Touch the Robe”
at 6:30 p.m.

Orange Xs on numerous trees
lining Horse Cove Road as it de-
scends from town to the Cove have
residents concerned.

Highlands Public Service Di-
rector Lamar Nix, said the state
asked his department to mark the
trees that will need to be trimmed
or taken down for utility lines that
will soon be erected along the road.

Last year when copper was get-
ting big bucks on commodities
market, thieves stole the copper
lines from a utility line far from
view – an area only accessible by
foot.

Though the town isn’t going
to replace the lines with copper
again, the incident did bring to
light the remoteness of the infra-

structure.
“Whenever those lines went

down due to a storm, crews could
only access them by foot, which just
isn’t reasonable,” said Nix. “The
copper theft initiated the move of
the lines, but to serve the citizens
in the Cove in a timely manner, we
need to move the lines along the
road where they are easy to access.”

The town is awaiting the per-
mit from NC DOT, and while wait-
ing, the state asked the town to mark
the trees that would be affected.

Nix said it’s unfortunate that
some trees will have to come down,
but service to utility-paying custom-
ers and insurance against future
vandalism is paramount.

– Kim Lewicki

An ‘X’ marks the spot

Though it’s priority number
three of the Macon County Schools
Strategic Plan for 2008-09, it may
be the most critical component of
all.

At the March 23 Board of Edu-
cation meeting, Superintendent
Dan Brigman presented a plan that
will satisfy the required state bud-
get cut of $460,000, while enabling
the district to keep its employees,
and meet the state requirement that
all Macon County teachers meet
professional preparation guidelines
aligned with state priorities —
namely that NC public schools be
led by 21st Century professionals.

Brigman believes by using
eight currently employed teachers
as Instructional Facilitators in each
of the 11 schools in the county, par-
ticularly in grades K-8, Macon Coun-
ty can meet that requirement.

The Instructional Facilitators
will be part of a teacher support sys-
tem which will help all teachers K-
12 reach outlined goals and objec-
tives in the strategic plan.

Those objectives are High Stu-
dent Performance, Healthy, Safe,
Orderly & Caring Schools, Quality
Teacher, Administration & Staff,
Strong Family, Community & Busi-
ness Support, and Effective & Effi-

8 teachers
needed for
new role
in district

The Highlands Travel & Tour-
ism Development Commission
(TDC) rallied Tuesday to devise a
counter proposal for the manner
of disbursement of the county’s
room tax money and the responsi-
bilities of the county finance depart-
ment and the TDCs.

Under particular scrutiny was
item number four concerning both
the “TDC Responsibilities” and the
“County Responsibilities” of Coun-
ty Manager Jack Horton’s proposal
that was presented at the March 23
County Commission meeting.

The fourth responsibility for
the TDC is: “Provide county finance
director contracts or other purchas-
ing documents for pre-audit and
provide approved invoices for pay-
ment.” This refers to responsibility
number two – “Work with the
chamber to investigate and recom-
mend approval of specific activities
and contracts for services, (specifi-
cally, as they apply to the chamber.)

The fourth responsibility for
the county is: “Issue checks for ap-
proved invoices directly to the ven-
dors from appropriate line items.”

TDC members and County
Commissioner Brian McClellan,
who sits on the TDC board, believe

TDC has
counter plan
for room tax

payout

The decision has been made.
Highlands electric rates will in-
crease 10% on May 1 with the in-
crease evident in the May 25 bill.

Duke Energy’s new contract
with the town is March 1, 2010
through December 31, 2029. Duke
wants a wholesale rate increase of
48% taken in 16% increments per
year over the next few years to bring
Highlands on par with other
wholesale rates and customers in

its system by fiscal year 2012-2013.
For Highlanders, the initial

10% retail rate increase will be fol-
lowed by a 4% increase July 1, 2011,
4% July 1, 2012, 4% July 1, 2013
and 3% July 1, 2014.

For customers with a $100 a
month utility bill the initial 10%
hike increase will be an extra $10
per month. Currently, of the 107
electric utilities in the state, High-
lands has the second lowest rate

and Duke Energy has the fifth low-
est rate.

At the April 1 Town Board
meeting, on Fatland’s recommen-
dation, the board unanimously
OK’d the initial 10% rate increase
and subsequent increase timeline,
authorized Duke Energy to handle
the renewable energy portfolio on
behalf of Highlands and to estab-

Electric rates to increase 10% May 1
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Dear Editor,
In reading Mayor Mullen’s March 26

column, he states that the Town Board has
“gone to what is called a ‘consent’ agenda.
That is, routine reports or decisions do not
necessarily have to be discussed unless a
commissioner wants to pull it out of the
consent agenda for further discussion or
information.”

If I understand this correctly, it means
that most decisions have already been
make by the board and are foregone
conclusions before the next regularly
scheduled board meeting.

If I understand this correctly, it means

Does a ‘consent agenda’ represent an
‘open’ or ‘closed’ government?

Subject: Highlands rising electric rates

that the public has been left out of the loop,
i.e., we don’t know what they’ve decided
until it’s a fait accompli. We are denied the
opportunity (right?) to hear the subject
discussed because a decision has already
been made, whether we like it or not?

Do I understand this correctly? If so,
this is apparently the new trend in all levels
of American government, the most blatant
example being Washington, D.C. Who,
exactly, are our elected representatives
representing?

Alice M. Nelson
Highlands

Several comments reported in this ar-
ticle which appeared in the Highlands
Newspapers’ March 26 edition warrant fur-
ther explanation particularly those com-
ments addressing the Tourism Develop-
ment Commission (TDC) meeting in Feb-
ruary beginning on page 23.

The TDC met on February 13 for the
express purpose of reviewing and acting

upon the proposed Occupancy Tax budget
prepared by the Chamber of Commerce for
presentation to the county for fiscal year
2009-2010 beginning July 2009.

This budget is based upon estimated
tax revenue produced by the 3% room tax
levied on all accommodations in the coun-
ty, collected by the County and adminis-
tered by the Chamber of Commerce under
contract with the County. Net collections,
after deducting processing fees, generated
in the Highlands area are disbursed to the
Highlands Area Chamber of Commerce
with whom Macon County has contracted
to administer these funds continuing a pro-
gram which has been in place since 1986.

Incidentally, these tax collections are
specifically legislated for the express pur-
pose of promoting travel and tourism in
the Highlands District and Macon County.
This budget is one of two budgets overseen
by the Chamber. The other is the Chamber
of Commerce budget, a private 501 C (6)
non-profit organization separately financed
by membership dues. Both budgets are sep-
arately audited each year by a Certified Pub-
lic Accountant.

Following discussion the voting mem-
bers of the TDC approved the proposed Oc-
cupancy Tax Budget. The proposed budget is
to be submitted by the TDC to the Macon
County Manager for further review and the
final approved budget will become part of
the larger county budget available to the
public.

 Unlike the county budget, the Cham-
ber of Commerce budget is not considered
a public document and is not subject to

Response to “TDC and county connection
still unclear’

1. Why did Duke wait
so many years to raise
Highlands’ rates? When
does Duke plan on raising
wholesale rates?

Both the Town of High-
lands and Western Carolina
University have not had a
wholesale rate increase since
1996. Some say we fell under-
neath Duke Energy’s radar
screen. There is probably some
validity to that belief as there has been a tre-
mendous amount of change in the electric
utility industry over the past twelve (12)
years. The wholesale market has been de-
regulated since 1996 and Duke Energy has
undergone two major mergers.

Duke Energy has notified the Town of
Highlands that it intends to raise wholesale
rates on  March 1, 2010 by 16%.

2. What is a “rate stabilization
fund?” Why form one now?

A rate stabilization fund is established
to shield the Electric Fund from the finan-
cial effects of extraordinary circumstances.
Currently the Town of Highlands does not
have a rate stabilization fund. However,
Duke Energy has put the Town on notice
that it intends to raise wholesale rates 48%
over the next three years. The Town Board
has an opportunity to establish a rate stabi-
lization fund in advance of the Duke Ener-
gy increase. If the 10% rate increase is ap-
proved, all monies collected over and above
our current customer billings between May
2009 through February 2010 would be de-
posited into the rate stabilization fund. The
Town will use this rate stabilization fund to
smooth out our projected rate increases.

3. How is the formation of a “rate
stabilization fund” beneficial to the
town government of Highlands….how
is it beneficial to its citizens?

A rate stabilization fund is very benefi-
cial to the Town Board, its citizens and
business owners. This allows the current
Town Board and future Town Boards to use
monies from the Rate Stabilization Fund to
offset large increases that may be passed
onto us from Duke Energy. For example,
Duke Energy has notified the Town that it
intends to increase wholesale rates by 48%
over the next three years. By saving up
funds in advance of the wholesale rate hike
through a 10% rate increase in May 2009,

the Town Board will not have a
another rate increase until July
1, 2010.

4. Since Rate Stabiliza-
tion Fund for the Electric
Fund is important, couldn’t
the town use some of its
undesignated General Fund
balance to build it up fast?
And, if so, how would
those effect citizens’ utility
rates?

Yes, the Town could use fund balance.
However, a sound and prudent policy is to
use fund balance for capital projects, capital
equipment and emergency situations. Us-
ing fund balance for General Fund or Elec-
tric Fund operations is normally not a good
practice to follow. A healthy fund balance
helps the credit and financial position of
the Town. The strong financial position of
the Town of Highlands is due in large part
to the current Board and Mayor and past
Board and past Mayors who have followed
a policy of not spending fund balance on
current operations.

The Town of Highlands has enjoyed a
low wholesale rate since 1996. This low



Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, April 2, 2009 - Page 3

• WEDDING •

Carol Jane Buchanan and Sean Mullar-
key were united in marriage, in a 2 p.m. cer-
emony, on Saturday, March 14, 2009. Vows
were spoken before Pastor David Beam at
Cashiers United Methodist Church.

The bride was proceeded into the
church by her son, Micah G. Buchanan.
Micah presented his grandmothers with
Gerber daisies and then served as ring bearer.

Carol Jane is the daughter of Floyd
“Smokey” and Lassie Buchanan of the
Norton Community in Cashiers, N.C.

Sean is the son of Lee and Larry Shankle
of Franklin, N.C., and Don and Willa Mullar-
key of Highlands, N.C.

Special guests attending were Grace
Chavis, grandmother of the groom, Kathy
and Oscar Crane, and Joanna and Roman
Placko and son Dominik.

After a honeymoon to St. Simons Island,
GA, the couple returned home to Highlands.

Carol Jane is an RN, and the school nurse
at Blue Ridge School. Sean is the owner of
Bear Mountain Outfitters in Highlands.

Buchanan and
Mullarkey

HS graduate
Caitlin Rawlins

exhibit
“The Eyes Have

It: The
Reciprocating

Gaze”
Highsmith

Gallery
UNC-A

April 24-May 5
Opening Night

Reception
Friday, April 24

6-8 p.m.

•See START DATE page 12

Beginning with the 2009-10 school year,
children must be five-years-old by Aug. 31 to
enter public school. Under last year’s rules,
students had until Oct. 16 to turn five.

House Bill 150, Every Child Ready to
Learn, which was approved in 2007, moved
the cut-off date for children to be old enough
to start kindergarten back.

This means that many parents will have
to pay for child care a year longer than
anticipated and it could put a strain on the
county’s available child care providers – all
of which have waiting lists.

“The change of dates for age qualification
for kindergarten will keep more children
home this year. I would think that this will
put a strain on child care resources since
roughly 10% more 4-year-olds will not be
going to kindergarten,” said Macon County
Commission Chairman Ronnie Beale. “This
is a one-time adjustment that will definitely
impact child care resources this year. The
county has formulated a child care
committee to examine the child care situation
in Macon County. The goal of this committee
is to identify the need for more child care,
the affordability of child care in our
community and what can be done to fill this
need.”

Legislative analysts estimate that about
15,000 children in the state will have to start

kindergarten a year later because of the
change, which was made to make sure all
students are ready for formal school when
they start.

They hope that the change will address
an issue that has played out in kindergarten
classes: having 4-year-olds in the same
kindergarten classes with 6-year-olds whose
parents have held them back. In North
Carolina, children aren’t required to start
formal education until age 7.

Most educators agree that five is the best
age to start formal education. Early childhood
educators said a classroom of students
ranging from ages four to six can leave the
younger children at a disadvantage as they
try to catch up with older classmates who are
often more physically, emotionally, mentally
and socially developed.

Educators also said most 4-year-olds just
aren’t ready for formal education.

The revised law moves the legal school
entry age up by a month and a half to reduce
drop-out rates in later grades and make sure
students are ready for formal school when
they begin kindergarten.

Oftentimes, the catch-up game
continues through middle and high school,
where younger students are less likely to take
on leadership roles.

New Kindergarten start-date
could effect area pre-schools
Highlands School Kindergarten registration is April 14
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• LAUGHING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback is encouraged!
email:

askfredanything@aol.com

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

WILD THYME GOURMET
Cafe • Gourmet Retail • Fine Wines • Beer

Lunch from 11 :30-4 & Dinner from 5:30 p.m.
Open Wednesday-Saturday

(Closed Sunday-Tuesday)
526-4035 • 490 Carolina Way • Highlands

Now ServingBeer!

“Fabulous Food in a Casual Atmosphere”

2 Entrances – Main Street and Oak • 787-2200

Open 7 days a week
for lunch and dinner

“Serving USDA prime steaks & seafood”

On Log Cabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 • 526-3380

Open for Dinner
5:30 until

(Closed Mon. & Tues)
Reservations appreciated

The Log Cabin Restaurant

Featuring Special
Winter prices!

Ristorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante Paoletti
Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Dinner Thursday-Sunday from 5:30 Reservations: 526.4906

Lunch Mon-Sat. 11 a.m to 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Mon-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.

Now offering beer & wine!
Patio Dining Available

108 Main Street • 526-2706

474 Main Street • 526-3807 • Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

Open Thursday-Sunday
The Bistro – from 4 p.m. –  wine & small plates

Dinner – from 5:30 p.m
Reservations suggested

CHEF WOLFGANG 
Former Executive Chef for

The Brennan’s Family of Commander’s Palace

Music with Cy Timmons Fri.-Sat at 6 p.m.

Lunch: 11-3 everyday except Sun.
Dinner: 5 until Mon. Tues. Fri. & Sat.

Sunday Brunch 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

526-4188

Closed Sundays (Sunday brunch begins in April)

Come get a frequent Fresser Card at lunch & aCome get a frequent Fresser Card at lunch & aCome get a frequent Fresser Card at lunch & aCome get a frequent Fresser Card at lunch & aCome get a frequent Fresser Card at lunch & a
Economic Rebate Envelope at dinnerEconomic Rebate Envelope at dinnerEconomic Rebate Envelope at dinnerEconomic Rebate Envelope at dinnerEconomic Rebate Envelope at dinner

Wake up,
Highlands, it’s
spring and

summer is rapidly
approaching. The cotton is
growing and the living is
easy. One hundred dollar
bills are being printed in
bulk and the financial
crisis appears to be over.
Everyone will soon be rich.

Kudos to Highlands’
leaders for grabbing some
of Obama’s stimulus
money to buy new toys for
our town. Now that I’m
finally on the Obama
bandwagon, I approve and
wish them well.

Here are my suggestions. What’s the
single biggest problem Highlands grapples
with each and every year? Yep, you guessed
it, a parking problem that seems to never
go away. What, you see empty parking spots
everywhere? Not to worry. When those fat
cats from AIG come rolling into town this
summer to spend your hard earned money,
they’ll need a place to park their Rolls’. Let’s
build them an expensive indoor parking
garage and put this issue to rest forever.
Relax, it’s all free.

Also, this is a perfect time to spend
some stimulus money on affordable
housing for the less fortunate. I suggest the
vacant land at Highlands Country Club
would be an excellent place to start,
especially since our leaders now have the
money to buy prime land. In a gesture of
good will and kindness, I think all of
Highlands’ country club folks should
welcome the less fortunate into their
neighborhoods and help with the building
of homes on all that open land. Just look at
the total amount of land being wasted for
those stupid golf courses. Come on, folks,
socialists don’t play golf! Get with the
program.

Also, as part of our good will toward
man, we should create programs that move
black people to Highlands. Where are all
the black folks? I know they’re around
‘cause I’ve seen them on TV. It’s terrible we
have a black president and no black people
in Highlands. If we’re going to spend his
stimulus money, I know he would be
pleased to learn we have become more
multi-cultural. There are simply too many
white folks in Highlands, don’t ya think? I
personally know a whole bunch of very
nice, respectable Haitians from my days as
a policeman who would love to live in
Highlands. If our president would give me
some stimulus money, say a half million
bucks, I know I could persuade them to
move here.

Now here’s the best part. Highlands

can now build, thanks to
the good will of taxpayers
and billions in newly
printed money, a brand
new Town Hall and
separate police
department. We can also
have the finest ABC store
in the country. I’m hoping
for a take-out window so
Highlanders don’t have to
leave their cars to get
drunk. Take-out windows
are also great because it
lessens the chance of
bumping into your pastor
while making a purchase
inside the store.

How about a band shelter for Dog
Poop Park? Would that be awesome? I
envision litter boxes at each corner of the
park where Fido can do his thing while
listening to band-shell music, like Who Let
the Dogs Out. Litter box attendants will
keep them clean. In fact, Litter Box
Specialist could be a new job title on
Highlands’ employment roster, all paid for
with stimulus money. My mind is awash
with ideas.

I hope Highlands’ leaders don’t waste
this new-found money on stupid stuff like
paved roads and sewers for everyone living
in town. Also, there’s no need for better
street lighting on the back streets. This is
really boring stuff that we’ve been doing
without anyway.

My mind is still racing. Could
Highlands put a Volkswagen Beetle in
everyone’s garage? How bout a chicken in
every pot? Also, following our president’s
lead, let’s all start a Victory Garden. I’m
thinking watermelons. I love watermelon.
I’m feeling so stimulated.

Since there will probably be lots and
lots of money left over, how about a bonus
package for our mayor and each town
board member? They’ll be exhausted after
spending all that tax money and would
enjoy a little kick-back...oops, I mean
they’ll enjoy time to kick-back. I think a
couple of million for each member would
be appropriate, don’t you? …OK, OK, make
it four.

For me, I want for nothing. I have a
wife who loves me and gives me more
stimulus than I can handle. We’ve moved
what little money we have to a place where
Congress can’t find or spend it. I’m a happy
guy watching this unfold. It’s more
fascinating then even my warped mind
could have imagined.

I look forward to Highlands becoming
a busy multi-cultured boom town with
many ethnic groups participating in our
growth. In a spirit of brotherly love, I have

•See WOOLDRIDGE page 5

A chicken in every pot
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James “Popcorn” Manley
Owner/Operator

Hwy 28 South
526-9805

Manley’s
Auto & Towing

• Oil change
• Winterization

• Tune up
• Brakes
• Tires

• THE VIEW FROM HERE •

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

Want business?ADVERTISE!
Email: highlandseditor@aol.com

... WOOLDRIDGE
continued from page 4

Most folks would have
no problem living
on $53,000 per week.

Such a weekly budget might
seem a wee bit excessive, even
obscene, or down right vulgar.
That’s more than the average
annual income of an American
family. But the average
American doesn’t dwell in the
rarified world of the super rich.
Marie David-Douglas, a
Swedish Countess, and soon to
be ex-wife of former
United Technologies
CEO, George David, has filed for divorce
and asked the judge to invalidate a post
nuptial agreement which provided $43
million in the event of a divorce.

Did anybody know there were still
countesses? And if there really are
countesses shouldn’t they have their own
money? Why would it necessary for her to
prospect in divorce court for her husband’s
fortune? George David is a rich man. His
estimated net worth is $329 million. The
countess wants a bigger chunk of it than
the post nuptial agreement guaranteed.. It
doesn’t matter to her that theirs was a seven
year, childless, and obviously
failed, marriage. She wants $100 million
and $130,000 per month. She claims that
she gave up a lucrative career as an
investment banker to marry Mr. David. I
have no idea how much she made as an
investment banker, but $43 million for
seven years of marriage seems like ample
compensation. Whatever one might think
about the excesses of executive
compensation, it is indisputable that Mr.
David showed up for work and created
value for shareholders. Mrs. David-Douglas
hosted dinner parties and spent money.

Court documents paint an interesting
picture of the Countess’s life style. She
claims $27,300 per week for maintenance
of homes in the United States and Sweden,
and $8,000 per week in travel expenses. It’s
not cheap to keep track of all those houses.
But didn’t they retire the Concorde? She
spends a hefty $4,500 for clothes. There is
the $2,200 per week salary for her private
assistant and $1,570 for the care of her
horse, She spends, or claims to spend,
$1,480 for domestic help. One can’t say she
isn’t generous. Dining and entertainment
add $1,500 to the total and we’re not quite
finished. Expenses include $1,000 for
health and skin care, $600 for flowers,
$250 for a personal trainer, and my favorite,

$650 for dry cleaning. Does
her trainer realize that,
compared to her horse, he is
grossly underpaid? See how
easy it is to burn $53,000 a
week. If a person really
spends over $4,000 a week on
clothes, her dry cleaning bill
should be zero. She must
discard her entire wardrobe
weekly.

I’d like to draw a moral,
but the numbers speak for
themselves. The Countess is
an extraordinarily greedy

woman. She claims that she was coerced
into signing the $43 million post nup. I
wish someone would coerce me to accept a
deal like that. I can’t believe she really
believes she is entitled to the money or has
somehow earned it. Rather she reasons
that there is no good reason not to go for a
bigger chunk of a very impressive fortune. 

 I don’t know either of the parties. I
don’t now who abused whom or who was
guilty of infidelity. If her life was so bad she
might have just walked out and returned to
investment banking. I can’t help but
sympathize with the man in this case, but
I’ll consider opposing views. I hope the
judge invalidates the agreement and pays
her not what she is asking, $100 million
and $130,000 per month, but what she is
worth, which is tuition for a refresher
course in investment banking, or
alternative job retraining. Why is she
entitled to life-long luxury for a failed
seven-year marriage? People don’t get paid
after they get fired. It’s like giving a guy,
who quits his job at the bank, a third of its
assets. So put that in your $200,000 pipe
and light it with your $20,000 lighter. A
demand like this makes those AIG bonuses
seem almost justifiable.

Does greed epitomize our country?

invited many of my Arab friends to come to
Highlands and dig for oil.

Per capita, I envision more
construction cranes here than in Dubai.
People will pour in by the thousands to get
jobs created with stimulus money and we’ll
have ample parking for all of them. The
opportunities are endless, especially in the
housing market as Highlands’ WASP’s
evacuate the area and we start to feel the
real effects of change. Isn’t this exciting?

... Q & A continued
from page 2

•See Q & A page 6

wholesale rate has allowed us to have some
of the lowest rates in the State of North
Carolina. The Town of Highlands has the
2nd lowest retail rates in the State of North
Carolina.

To use fund balance from the General
Fund and/or from the Electric Fund Capital
Reserves delays the inevitable. The problem
is that the rates charged our customers
must eventually catch up with Duke Ener-
gy.

This past year, the Town Board did not
raise utility rates for electric, water or sewer.
Nor did the Town Board raise the General
Fund tax rate.

5. Could the town accept less of a
return on its reselling of Duke power?
If so, what impact would that have on
the Town’s financial position? If the
Town accepts a lower rate of return,
what impact would this have on utility
rates?

Yes. However, a lower profit would
have an impact on the Town’s Capital Im-
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Bring in this COUPON
for a 10% discount

Mon-Thurs.
(Expires May 1)

365 Main Street • 526-5660

Coupon
Good on

all orders.

Open 11-10
Mon-Sat

The Pizza
Place

30 Dillard Road, 526-1600

“RUDE & SNOOTY’S”
aka DON LEON’S CAFÉ

Open EVERYDAY
11 AM—3 PM

Call for Take-out!

Sandwiches • Soups • Salads •
Veggie Plate • Wraps  •  Kid’s Menu

Weekday Special $6.95

SportsPage

Sandwich Shoppe

314 Main Street • 526-3555

Hours:
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Desserts • Loaded Baked Potatoes

Open
Monday-Saturday

7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon-Fri
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sat & Sun

526-9632

Corner of Main
and 4th streets

Highlands Hill Deli

Open Daily Serving:
Soups, Salads, & Made-to-Order

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Sandwiches & Ice Cream, too!

Now with In-Store Seating!

• HIS & HERS •

Michelle Mead-Armor &
John Armor

michiemead@aol.com
John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

Burritos – Tacos – Quesadillas
Homemade soups, freshly baked

cookies and good fresh food!

Pescado’s — Highlands

Eat right, live long!

HIGHLANDS EATERIES
By John Armor

The mantra today is that we must get
the toxic assets out of the banks and
other financial institutions. That way,

the banks will be on a sound footing, going
forward. That may or may not be true. But,
who are the experts assuring us that various
steps are needed, now?

Well, two key people in this process are
Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass) and Senator
Chris Dodd (D-Conn.). Barney Frank had a
sexual relationship with the federal official
in charge of new products from Fannie
Mae. Those new products were the bundled
toxic assets that collapsed and started the
meltdown.

Frank also accepted large contribu-
tions from Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
sources. And he was saying in Congress
that these government-created corpora-
tions were “sound” just before the bottom
fell out of the financial markets. Lastly,
Frank has been at the head of the pitchfork
and torches brigade, marching up the hill
towards the AIG castle.

This is not to say that
the AIG bonuses are a
good idea. They could and
should have been cut off
at the knees. But isn’t
Frank trying to channel
the people’s anger against
others, rather than against
him and his allies in the
government? Can we trust
any judgments and ac-
tions by the government
now, while Frank is still
there as a toxic Congress-
man?

Turn your attention
to Senator Dodd. He received the maxi-
mum political donations from Fannie and
Freddie sources of all 535 members of Con-
gress. In a close second place on that dona-
tions list was Senator Barack Obama (D-
Ill.). Whatever happened to him after he
left the Senate?

Dodd also received a special rate, high-
dollar mortgage from Countrywide. Coun-
trywide was one of the first large mortgage
companies to collapse. A year after Dodd’s
sweetheart deal was first discovered, he is
still lying to the press about what he knew
and what he received.

There is also the point the press never
discusses, that Dodd is a notorious drunk.
There should be a plaque on the floor of the
second floor front room of La Brasserie on
Massachusetts Avenue for a legendary event
involving both Dodd and Senator Edward
Kennedy (D-Mass.)

Is Dodd a toxic Senator? Can the ac-
tions of the federal government be trusted
while Dodd is still in power?

But the whole blame does not rest
with Congress. A very telling moment oc-
curred this week when Secretary of the
Treasury Tim Geithner testified before
Dodd’s Committee in the House. A Repre-
sentative from Minnesota as I recall and a
Republican, asked Geithner to state the por-
tion of the Constitution that authorized
what he was doing. Geithner recited laws
passed by Congress.

She asked him the same question
again, what was the authority in the Con-
stitution. Geithner then sat in his chair like
a deer caught in headlights. He had no clue
whether the Constitution offered any au-
thority for his actions. In that, he represent-
ed his administration. If you can get it
through Congress, it’s legal; never mind
that ancient document.

Geithner is, of course a tax cheat. He
paid some of his back taxes when he was in
the nomination process. But for the years
where the statute of limitations had run, he
didn’t pay the taxes but he kept the money
the World Bank had given him to pay those

Getting rid of toxic Congressmen
taxes.

Is Geithner a toxic
bureaucrat, who must
be removed immediate-
ly?

Then there’s Rahm
Emanuel, Chief of Staff
in the White House. He
was paid about
$300.000 during his 14-
month stint on the
board of Fannie Mae. At
the same time, Franklin
Raines was CEO of Fan-
nie Mae. Raines deliber-
ately misstated the cor-

porate books by about $20 billion. That hid
the coming collapse of Fannie Mae, and
also increased the bonuses to the board
members. Is he a toxic public official
whose very presence in the government
pollutes all the proposals?

Here we are at the end of this column
and there’s no mention of Charlie Rangel
(D-NY) who’s in a position to write the tax
laws, but feels no compunction to obey
them.

There is little that the American people
can do immediately about toxic Congress-
men and others. But if we really are “as
mad as Hell, and not going to take it any-
more,” the first proof of that will be the
number of incumbents in the House and
Senate who go down to defeat in 2010.

• About the Author: John Armor prac-
ticed law in the Supreme Court for 33
years. He now lives on the Eastern Conti-
nental Divide in the Blue Ridge of North
Carolina. John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

226 S. 4th St.
526-9313

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11-7
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 11-4

Closed Sundays
... Q & A continued
from page 5

•See Q & A  page 14

provement Program for Electric, Water,
Sewer, and General Funds. The Town of
Highlands has averaged a 5% profit from
its Electric Fund. Each month, the profit is
transferred to Capital Reserves. In the past,
Electric Fund Capital Reserves have paid for
capital projects and equipment in the Elec-
tric Fund, Water & Sewer Fund and General
Fund. The Town Board would then need to
decide on whether or not to raise water and
sewer rates or, perhaps, property taxes to
fund necessary infrastructure improve-
ments and major repairs to its system. In
addition, the Town Board would have to de-
cide if it desires to finance capital projects
and equipment. Currently the Town of
Highlands does not have any debt due in
large part to the policy of transferring Elec-
tric Fund profits to Capital Reserves.
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Make us your hometown stop for:

In Highlands Plaza
Bring us your video’s & photo’s to transfer to DVD

Custom Photo Calendars and Greeting Cards • Photo Restoration •
Poster Prints & Enlargements • Film Development & Digital prints

• Video Transfer to DVD (we do this in house)

Hours:
Mon-Fri. 9-5

Saturdays 10-2526-5208

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street   Highlands, NC    828-526-5226

• Gift Cards
• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop

160 Strawberry Lane, Highlands
For directions and hours, please call

526-9743

Custom quilts made
especially for you.

Beautiful fabrics, quilting
supplies, personalized

classes.
Embroidery services.

• Complete line of office supplies
• Laminating • Fax Service

• Greeting Cards
• Laser paper

• Ink Cartridges

87 Highlands Plaza
526-3379

FAX: 526-3309

“It’s good to do business in Highlands”

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

• CONSERVATIVE POV •

Twigs
the Season

Hours: 10-5 Thursday-Monday; Sunday 10-4; Closed Tues. & Wed. • Cashiers Road about one mile from town. • 526-5551

“Everything for your Nest”®

...and more including furniture, accessories, art and gifts.

TWIGS at Highlands’ Edge

Recently, a fine reader of
this stellar publication
wrote a letter-to-the-edi-

tor wherein a previous column
of mine was labled something
like “the least obnoxious of the
conservative columnists” or
“less obnoxious…” or whatev-
er. Well, I have a reputation to
uphold that has taken decades
to establish, and to be called
less obnoxious than anybody is
an affront to everything I
worked hard for. I’m sure the
reader/writer meant well, but
it hurt me deeply. I was grati-
fied that, after reading the letter, my friends
assured me I had nothing to worry about,
and that I was as obnoxious as ever. Well, all
right, but enough about me.

Let’s see, what shall we talk about? The
messiah’s spending plans come to mind.
The AIG distraction tends to replace the
thoughts of irrational spending. Not that
$165 million or $220 million given in bo-
nuses to AIG execs isn’t real money, but the
stink raised about it really is serving its in-
tended purpose, and that is to take the vot-
ers’ eyes off the ball.

Hysteria reigns, death threats abound,
and members of the administration join
the chorus of irate taxpayers, shocked at the
revelation. The liars, however, knew about
the bonuses, enabled the bonuses and incit-
ed the masses to raise a major fuss about
the bonuses and forget about the cumula-
tive bailout of 1,000 times the amount of
the bonuses. One good thing resulted from
all the hoopla; Chris Dodd was exposed as
the phony that he is.

I started out vowing to myself that I’d
lay off terrible Timmy Geithner this week;
and then he made the pronouncement that
businesspeople are no longer capable of
making business decisions and need the
help of government “experts” to oversee
business activity. Not only banks that had
received TARP money; not only other busi-
nesses that received bail-out money; not
only businesses deemed critical to the na-
tional security interests; all businesses. This
news was shared by the announcement
that the U.S. Postal Service is so well man-

aged that it needs a bailout of
only $3 billion this year to
stay in business. Isn’t there a
scripture that goes, “physician,
heal thyself?”

I am starting to see
through Obama’s choosing
Geithner to head Treasury.
Timmy is a willing and pliant
point man on this power grab
that guarantees the ultimate
destruction of the greatest
economy on earth. How is
this for a trip down nightmare
alley? First off, the honorable
and brilliant Joe Biden just at-

tended a conference in a seaside resort in
Chile attended by South American and Eu-
ropean heads of state. The leaders are at-
tending the Progressive Governance Con-
ference, billed as “a vital opportunity for
the center left’s leading international fig-
ures to put forward a future vision for pro-
gressive politics.”

If that doesn’t give you the willies, the
G20 summit, currently in session in Lon-
don, should. These geniuses, among which
is our very own economic wizard, Obama,
intend to solve the world’s financial miser-
ies. Good luck with that.

Well, actually, as I understand it, the
representatives of the 20 largest economies
are trying to unify financial regulations to
keep the bottom from falling out. They
were met with huge demonstrations by
British discontents that object to the vari-
ous bailouts and other measures taken so
far that have proven to be valueless, or near-
ly so.

The potential blessing in all of this is
the possibility of little or nothing being
agreed upon during the gathering. The
bothersome thing to me is the emphasis
being placed on our conforming to the so-
cialist European style that has proven a fail-
ing proposition.

All of this hoopla is obscuring the real
disaster currently going on in Bonn, Ger-
many. FOXNews.com’s headline tells the
story. “U.N. ‘Climate Change’ Plan Would
Likely Shift Trillions to Form New World

•See SWANSON page 8

Now wait just a minute…

• Make your own personalized photo collage poster!
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behind Highlands Decorating Center on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)
NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. • Monday by appt. at our
NEW LOCATION

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Pedicures,
Reflexology, Personal Training

• SALONS & SPAS •

Signature Hair Designs for  Men &  Women

Barbara & Van • 526-0349 • Open  Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

225 Spring Street • Highlands

828-526-9477

Images
Unlimited

Salon & Spa

Hair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail Care
Skin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ Waxing

• REFLECTIONS FROM TURTLE POND •

... SWANSON continued from page 7
Economy.”

Without going into the bloody details,
this is the first of three UN organized meet-
ings that will culminate in the agreement
and signing of the Copenhagen Accord in
December, 2009. The accord is the succes-
sor to the Kyoto Treaty that our Senate es-
sentially failed to ratify by a vote of 0-95 in
1997. A year later, VP Al Gore symbolically
signed the protocol, which meant nothing,
but elevated him to nut-in-charge of sym-

bolic opposition to progress and wealth cre-
ation.

Now that the libs have their ducks in a
row, it is likely that we will become a party
to the “shift of trillions to form the new
world economy.” Those would be our tril-
lions being distributed to the undeveloped
nations of the world.

McCain wouldn’t look so bad right
now. We had a choice.

Last week I wrote about some of my
“wacky” liberal ideas, and mostly
talked about domestic issues. I thought

this week I’d discuss foreign policy.
It seems to me that conservatives be-

lieve in American exceptionalism and want

to preserve American preemi-
nence for the rest of time. For
example, many of the neo-
conservatives who had influ-
ence over foreign policy in
the last eight years were signa-
tories to a manifesto entitled
“Project for a New American
Century.”

Conservatives also think
America always has and al-
ways will only do the right
thing.

Liberals on the other
hand think America should take her place
in the community of nations. America is a
very special country due to our Constitu-
tion and freedoms, but this doesn’t mean
that we can’t learn from other countries, or
that we need to dominate the world. Liber-
als are also willing to admit that America
has made mistakes and done bad things in
the past.

For example, I was astonished in 2004
when John Kerry, a Vietnam veteran, ran
against George W. Bush for president. I
thought the Vietnam war was over; that we
had all agreed that America had made a
mistake in fighting that war and we had
learned from that lesson. In 2004 I learned
that conservatives don’t agree with that; in
their mind the only mistake was not fight-
ing harder and winning.

Just this last week Secretary of State
Clinton said on the way to Mexico that the
U.S. was responsible for some of the vio-
lence in Mexico, both because of our de-
mand for drugs and the easy availability of
weapons streaming south. It sounded to me
like she just stated the obvious, but she was
lambasted by conservatives for the “typical
liberal blame-America-first” attitude.

For the last few decades the United
States has forced other countries to adopt
our free-market economic policies, and as a
result the entire world has gone down the
tubes with us financially this year.  Some
foreign leaders are now calling for a differ-
ent global economic model, recommend-
ing the world move away from the U.S. sys-
tem. (See this week’s column by Paul Krug-
man, “America the Tarnished”)

I’ve written before about the trip I took
to the Soviet Union in 1979. I wanted to
see our “enemy” up close and personal. I
could speak Russian and in the six weeks I
was in the country I talked to many people.
Every single person was astonished to find
that in America we thought the Soviets
wanted war with us. They had been con-
vinced by their government that we wanted
war with them. From that time forward I
have thought the best foreign policy would
be to send young people abroad. By making

•See BRUGGER page 11

The wacky Liberal abroad

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

contact with ordinary peo-
ple in other countries we
learn of our common hu-
manity, and see we have
much more in common
than we have differences.

Thus I was thrilled to
see Obama’s recent video
message to Iran. Obama was
speaking to the people of
Iran much more than to its
leaders. He said: we honor
your country, your history,
your culture, your achieve-

ments. I greet you on your holiday. We do
not hate you.

This was a subtle message to the people
that it is their leadership that is the prob-
lem, not Iran itself.

Poetry is a highly revered art in the Is-
lamic world, unlike in our culture, and
thus it was meaningful to Iranians for
Obama to quote a Persian poet: “But let us
remember the words that were written by
the poet Saadi, so many years ago:  ‘The
children of Adam are limbs to each other,
having been created of one essence.’  With
the coming of a new season, we’re remind-
ed of this precious humanity that we all
share.”

Of course this video has been criticized
as naïve and “proven” to be ineffective be-
cause it did not achieve any “results” from
Iran’s leaders. But that was not its purpose.

Iran is a good example of the United
States refusing to admit that we have ever
done anything wrong. I encourage you to
read “All the Shah’s Men,” by Stephen Kin-
zer (955.05K) to learn about American mis-
deeds in Iran.  At the urging of the British,
during Eisenhower’s administration the
CIA overthrew the democratically elected
Prime Minister, Mohammed Mossadegh,
because he was going to nationalize the oil
industry, which was controlled by the Brit-
ish. In Mossadegh’s place we installed the
Shah and spent the next 25 years helping
him terrorize his own people.

Liberals are convinced that excessive
militarization is a grave mistake.  In the last
30 years in the effort to project American
strength and perpetuate our primacy, we
have over-extended ourselves militarily.
Currently, the U.S. has more than 700 mili-
tary bases in 150 countries. (There are only
194 countries in the world!)  Chalmers
Johnson wrote a book called “Sorrows of
Empire” which warns that we are in dan-
ger of losing our republic. He claims we are
becoming a new kind of empire, not one
that seeks to establish colonies, but one
seeking total military domination of the
planet.

549 Main Street – Upper Level“Falls on Main”

Hours: Tuesday-Friday • 9-5 Saturday • 9-2 • 526-3939

Easter Sale! April 6-11
30% off all products
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• PLACES OF WORSHIP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

CHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEY
Sky Valley, Georgia

The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor
Church: 706-746-2999

Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770
Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy

Communion each service
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Office – 526-2320

Sunday: Holy Communion -- 11 a.m.
(Highlands Community Center on. U.S. 64 next to the

ballfield in Highlands
Monday: Evening Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.

at First Baptist Church
Pot Luck Lunch last Sunday of each month.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Prayer – 6:30 p.m.

Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
Pastor Gary Hewins

3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands
Sundays: 9:30am Sunday School for all ages; 10:45am

Worship; 6pm High School Group
Tuesdays: 10am Women’s Bible Study; 2nd, 4th, & 5th

Tuesdays Young Mom’s Bible Study
Wed.: 5pm Dinner; 6pm AWANA, Youth Activities

EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION
The Rev. Brian Sullivan –  Rector: 526-2968
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.

Monday: 4 p.m. Women’s Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Men’s Cursillo Group

4:30 P.M. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 P.M. Choir Practice

Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Daughters of the King

• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.;  6: p.m.

(nursery provided)
Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner  5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;

Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School – 9:30
a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15

Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6 p.m.;
Prayer – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor

Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 10:55 a.m.; Sun. School – 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion & Breakfast

Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers
Wednesdays – Choir – 7

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD
Sixth Street

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy

526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.;

5 p.m. Youth Group
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults

studies; 6:15 – Adult choir
 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group
9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion – 10:30

LENT: Taize worship Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. Soup
and Bread Supper at 6 p.m.

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Matt Shuler, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAIN CAAIN CAAIN CAAIN CAAIN CATHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor
Parish office, 526-2418
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.;
Evening Worship – 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
 For more information call 526-3212.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Religious Education -  11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth from 8th - 12th grades meet the second Sunday

of each month from 5 - 7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

Carlos Mencia is one of my favorite comedians. A
U.S. citizen of Honduran descent, He is almost pain
fully honest in his observations about America as op-

posed to the rest of the world.
On a recent show, he said that he was sick of people

whining about being poor in America. Most people in Amer-
ica don’t know what real poverty is. They think that living in
a small apartment and driving a 1988 Buick is poverty. He
says that even homeless people, if they ask, will be given
something to eat and a place to sleep in America, and he is
mostly right.

Carlos cites the plight of many people in the world who
have less than nothing. Countries where war and greed and
miss-use of power are literally killing their own people make
us all look like kings.

We’re not poor in this country, not in the sense of the
grinding poverty of many parts of the world, even if we are in
an economic downturn, or even a depression.

But most of us are feeling very betrayed right now. Greedy
CEOs are walking away scot-free with millions stashed some-
where in a Swiss bank account. Giant corporations who make
millions and even billions in prophets are getting OUR tax
dollars to bail them out because they didn’t have the com-
mon sense to change with the times, or even worse, when
they deliberately and knowingly built a house of cards that
was doomed to fail.

Most of us have lost much of our investments that were
supposed to support us in retirement. Many people are losing
jobs and that number is growing exponentially. Yet, it seems
that the real criminals are walking away without a scratch.

Comedian Wand Sikes put it best. “Isn’t America’s a won-
derful country? Where else do the poor bail out the rich?”

There’s big lesson in all this for us. Placing trust in the
“the system” has failed us.

America is getting a major attitude adjustment right now.
But, that is not necessarily a bad thing!

Have you noticed that you are hearing more hopeful
stories on the news lately? Amid the bad news about Wall
Street, are stories of hope and kindness and love that grab our
attention. I think that it is an indication that we are rearrang-
ing what we deem important in our lives. And, instead of
making us fearful, it can make us better.

Now, we probably don’t want to live as aesthetic a life-
style as John the Baptist did, but he makes his point, which is
to call attention to Jesus.

It is human nature, that when things are good, often
God takes a back seat in our lives. We are motoring along and
life is great and all is right with the world. We are so proud of
ourselves that we don’t bother with God.

Boom-Crash-Crunch! We get “All tore up!”
Now what? God comes to us through the torn places in

our lives. He comes to us when tragedy strikes us. He comes
to us when illness weakens us. He comes to us when old age
ravages us. He comes to us when those we love pass away. He

Chaplain Margaret Howell
Holy Family Lutheran Church - ELCA

•See SPIRITUALLY page 10

‘All Tore Up’
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Think Smart!

RECYCLE

Curbside Residental Pickup
Commercial Pickup
(828) 743-4243

BCDA, LLC

Recycle for the Future of Your Community

• FROM MY PERSPECTIVE •

Mayor Don Mullen

Do you know this man?

Detective Todd Ensley is asking anyone who can identify the man in this
picture, to call the Highlands Police Department. The unidentified man
at the counter of RBC Centura Bank tried to cash a stolen and forged
check on Thursday, March 12 between 4-4:30 p.m. The photo was taken
from RBC Centura’s video camera.

Soon there will be an in
crease in our electric rates.
About six months ago the

provider of our electricity, Duke
Power, informed us that there
would be an increase beginning
in March of 2010. At that time
they could not tell us how
much but indicated it would be
in the 5% range. Since we had
not had an increase in over al-
most 14 years, we have been ex-
pecting this for some time. We
felt for several years that we were falling un-
der their radar. We were not!

Some months ago they once again
came to us proposing a much larger in-
crease than we had expected. Beginning in
March 2010 the rate would increase 16% a
year for the next three years. These were
projected rates and would be based on pro-
jections for customer demands, actual
monthly customer energy usage and projec-
tions for the annual energy rate.

Because of these large increases we
sought both legal and expert consultation
on what course we should take. Kevin
O’Donnell with Nova Energy Consultants
has worked with a number of other towns
through this process, and, after consultation
with him, he attended our board meeting as
we discussed our options. Duke has told us
these new rates are not negotiable.

One of the questions was whether to
stay with Duke Power or seek another pro-
vider. After these consultations, the advice
was to remain with Duke Power because
these rates were in line with other areas.
Those towns who have left Duke have tried
to return with some difficulty.

To soften an immediate large rise in
rates next March, we were advised to raise
our rates very soon by 10%. During our next
fiscal year (July to July, ‘09-‘10) there will
not be another elevation of rates, but there-
after it would be 4% a year. These rate in-
creases were used utilizing what is called a
rate stabilization fund.

The board did not act immediately on
this at our Special board meeting this past
week If approved later, the new 10% in-
crease will take effect either in April or May
of this year. It is unfortunate that we must
do this in the midst of an economic down-
turn, but we have no choice since the Duke
Power rate increases are out of our control. I
might add once again that the rates from
Duke have not increased for the past 14
years. We have been fortunate to have low
rates over that period of time.

On another topic, the Board of Educa-
tion acted responsibly recently by excluding
certain students who live just across the
state line in Georgia, primarily Satolah,
from paying tuition. I had made a request to
both the Chairman of the Board of County

Commissioners and the Board of
Education that they review this
situation. As they should be, the
guidelines for this exclusion are
rigid and only affect a small
number of students whose fami-
lies have close ties with High-
lands, work in Highlands, and
own property taxes in Highlands.
They are admitted under the dis-
cretionary admission policy on a
space available basis. This was a
good decision by the board and I

applaud them for caring for students and
their families with close ties to Highlands
although they may live across the state line
in Georgia.

It appears the Harris Lake Sewer
project is back on schedule with the addi-
tion of more crews for the work to be done.
My concern has been for the commercial
areas on Main Street and Fifth Street and I
am assured these two roads will be com-
pleted by the middle of April before the
summer people come back. It has been an
inconvenience for those business establish-
ments and affected their bottom line, par-
ticularly during the Christmas season.
Hopefully, soon that will be all behind us.
Some inconvenience will remain on the
residential roads but that should not take
long. I thank everyone for their patience
while this much needed project has been
going on.

Why electric rates are increasing

comes to us when all we have worked for is
gone.

It is wonderful that folks in desperate
circumstances “find God.” But what is really
awesome is when we realize, that because of
Jesus, God was there with us all along! We
didn’t find Him — he found us!

God isn’t just a divine EMT that pulls us
out of the fire when things go wrong, but He
is always there, always loving us, from the
moment we were a spark until our embers
finally fade away.

We may all have hard times ahead. We
may return to the ways our grandparents and
great-grandparents did things in the last great
economic downturn. If you read accounts of
the Great Depression, one of the things that
stand out is the generosity of people who had
next to nothing, but gave it anyway. Times
were hard, but people got fed. We looked af-
ter our neighbor and they did the same.

We came out of the great upheaval a bet-
ter, stronger and more faithful people. Econ-
omies fluctuate, governments rise and fall,
but the love of God in Jesus Christ is con-
stant.

No matter what befalls us, we are chil-
dren of God and in being so, are blessed.

... SPIRITUALLY
continued from page 9
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Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Monday-Saturdays
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• 400-800
thread count
sheet sets
• Down
alternative
comforters
• Pillows and
MORE!!

Next to Farmers Market  on the Main Street side
526-4905

SALE!

Open
Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

493 Dillard Road
(828) 526-2762

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

The

Summer
houSe

Antiques ~ Accessories ~
Gifts ~ Upholstery ~
Large Selection of Bed

Home of

Tiger mounTain
WoodWorkS

Custom Handcrafted Furniture

The PanTry
Decorative Accessories for Kitchens

and Keeping Rooms

Open Year Round
828-526-5577

2089 Dillard Road Highlands, NC
(2 miles from Main Street)

www.summerhousehighlands.com

PaTio & Porch

Visit Our Sale Room
for

Irresistible Savings!

All Year Long!
It’s Dusty’s....

“A Grocery & More!”

Let our “Heat & Serve” items
make your life easier.

Pick up your goodies now!

... BRUGGER continued
from page 8

I suggest another book, Paul Kennedy’s
classic “The Rise and Fall of the Great Pow-
ers” (unfortunately no longer available at
the Hudson Library) to put this discussion
of military over-reach in context. Kennedy
identifies two factors that are major con-
tributors to the decline of a great power: fi-
nancialization of the economy and the at-
tempt to dominate the world through mili-
tary might.

Financialization means we have
stopped making things and instead are
making money from money. We are seeing
the results of that today in our wrecked
economy.

We are also seeing the effects of milita-
rization. George W. Bush doubled the feder-
al debt during his two terms and a lot of
that money went to a completely unneces-
sary war in Iraq. We got a lot of fancy mili-
tary technology but our domestic economy
was shredded. In the end, Kennedy docu-
ments how a great power becomes a paper
tiger — it looks tough on the outside but is
empty inside.

Last, a liberal is in favor of total nuclear
disarmament. A little-known fact is that
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the
international agreement we use to pressure
Iran and North Korea to refrain from build-
ing a nuclear weapon, calls for the coun-
tries that possess nuclear weapons — that
includes us — to get rid of them. (See my
article “A Non-Nuclear World,” June 2007).

How much more effective would be
our pressure on Iran and North Korea if we
were living up to our part of the agreement?

• All of Katie Brugger’s columns are
available at www.kathleenbrugger.com.

They say a good meal is the way to a
man’s heart, so when it comes to cancer,
Macon County health officials are hoping
the “woman of the house” will intervene
where her man is concerned.

At the March 23 Macon County
Commission meeting, Health Department
Jim Bruckner announced a new health
screening program targeted at women
called “Ladies Night Out.”

Through a state-funded program, all
women in Macon County would be eligible
for breast, colon, cervical and
cardiovascular screenings.

“If the screenings turn up something,
with money for treatment often the
problem, we can also help them get funds
for that,” said Bruckner. “Through the
program, we’re hoping the women will go
home and convince their men to get the
appropriate screenings, particularly for
colon cancer.”

He announced a new vaccine, to be
available soon, that will prevent those
diagnosed and treated for colon cancer to
experience a reoccurrence.

Macon County has a higher incidence
of colon cancer than both Western North
Carolina and North Carolina as a whole
and out of the top five cancer death causes
in Macon County it’s number two.

From 2001-2005, 48 Maconians died
from colon cancer – 25 males and 23
females.

Macon County Commission
Chairman Ronnie Beale said several people
in his age group, have gone to funerals of
several friends in his age group, who died
of colon cancer and asked if the high
incidence was due to the traditional diet of
many in the mountains of Western North
Carolina.

“I mean if it moved, we’d fry it,” he
said.

Bruckner said lifestyle has a lot to do
with the incidence of cancer and the sad
part about colon cancer is that death from
it is 90% preventable because with early
detection the slow-growing cancer can be
eliminated.

“The more people we get to have the
test, the more the fatality numbers and
incidence numbers will go down,” he said.

Commissioner Jim Davis said he was
scared to death of having a colonoscopy
but finally had one when he turned 60-
years-old and he said there was nothing to
it and recommended everyone over the age
of 50 get the test and be done with it. Re-
tests are suggested every 10 years.

Lung cancer is the number one killer
in Macon County with 126 people — 72
men and 54 women dying of it from 2001-
2005.

The good news is lung cancer
incidences are declining as more and more
people give up smoking.

According to the NC Central Cancer

Registry June 2008 data, the incidence rate
for lung cancer in Macon County is 60%
of 100,000 people versus 69.5% in Western
North Carolina and 73.8 percent in North
Carolina.

Mortality per 100,000 is 51.5% for
Macon County, 55.7% for Western North
Carolina and 59.7% for North Carolina.

The third top cause of cancer in Macon
County is breast cancer – 33 women died
from 2001-2005 of the disease; prostate
cancer is number four with 28 deaths and
pancreatic cancer is number five with 27
deaths – 14 men and 13 women.

Happily, the incidence of cancer in
Macon County dropped considerably from
2004 to 2005 when compared with North
Carolina as a whole, but the mortality rate
was about the same at a little under 200
deaths per 100,000 people.

Health officials say Macon County’s
fight against smoking will continue to help
citing smoke-free restaurants and public

buildings a big step in the right direction.
Still, compared to the rest of the

population in North Carolina, 2006 figures
show 4.9% fewer WNC residents have ever
had a colonscopy/sigmoidoscopy than the
rest of NC; 6.1% fewer females 21+ years
old have had a pap smear in the past three
years; 4.2% fewer WNC females 40+ years
old have had a mammogram in the past
two years but, 2.9% more WNC men have
had a PSA test when compared to NC in
general.

Health officials urged members of the
commission to set an example and have
all the available cancer detection tests to
demonstrate what should and can be done
to prevent cancer.

Beale said as more and more people
lose their health insurance, Macon County
Health Department services, such as cancer
screenings, are going to become more and
more important.

— Kim Lewicki

Macon County cancer stats disclosed at meeting
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... TDC continued from page 1
this extra layer of county intervention will
mean the county’s administration fees will
increase, thereby decreasing the amount of
room tax money returned to the two TDCs –
the Highlands TDC and the Franklin/Nan-
tahala TDC.

Every lodging business in Macon Coun-
ty charges a 3% room tax which is sent to the
county and then disbursed to the respective
Visitor Center/Chambers of Commerce in
Highlands and Franklin. By law the money
can only be spent on the promotion of travel
and tourism in the county.

“The county wants the Visitor Center and
the Chamber of Commerce to be transpar-
ent, which it should be – they want to know
how the chamber of commerce and visitor
center share the money — but we want as
much room tax money sent back to High-
lands as possible,” said Jerry Moore, secre-
tary and owner of Kilwin’s. “We need it!”

Commissioner McClellan agreed. “I

want the maximum money used for its in-
tended purpose and a minimum amount of
money spent on administration,” he said.

At Tuesday’s meeting, the Highlands
TDC agreed to propose a change to Horton’s
proposal during an upcoming meeting with
representatives of the Franklin/Nantahala
TDC, Horton and County Attorney Lesley
Moxley.

Under the Highlands TDC’s proposal,
the TDC’s designee – probably Visitor Cen-
ter Director Jan VanHook – will send copies
of invoices paid and copies of the checks used
to pay the invoices to the county finance de-
partment once a month.

If a misappropriation of funds is discov-
ered by the finance department, the amount
will be deducted from the next room tax dis-
bursement – in fact, withheld until the en-
tire misappropriated amount is paid back.

The TDC said there already is a checks
and balance operation in place to ensure the

proper use of the room tax money which by
state law can only be used for the promotion
of travel and tourism in Macon County.

They said the 11-member Chamber of
Commerce Board looks at all the transac-
tions and the treasurer personally signs the
checks for invoices.

But that seems to be where the confu-
sion lies. Horton said the county isn’t too
concerned about how the visitor centers
spend the room tax money, because the visi-
tor centers’ sole purpose is to promote travel
and tourism. What concerns the county is
how much of the room tax money the cham-
bers of commerce use and what it’s used for.

Since the visitor centers and the cham-
bers share support services — a building, op-
erational expenses, some marketing plans,
personnel and other things — there needs to
be two separate accounts for the disburse-
ment of the room tax money, said Horton,
one for the visitor center and one for the
chamber.

“We need to have a contract with the cham-
bers so they can receive their portion and we
need an exact accounting of how much of the
room tax money they need per year which we
can disburse to them monthly,” he said. “For
instance, if Kieltyka’s salary is $60,000 and the
room tax money pays for 30% of that, we would
send $1,500 a month to the chamber for that
disbursement. It’s pretty straightforward and
simple and would be handled that way for ev-
ery shared service expense between the visitor
center and chambers.”

The TDCs also discussed the current ad-
ministration fee of 15%.

Over the years the county’s administration
fee has changed several times. Initially, in 1986,
the administration fee was 15%. That was de-
creased to 3% some years later and about four
years ago was again increased to 15%.

About four years ago, under the manage-
ment of Sam Greenwood, consultant Gary
Nicholson was hired to determine which
lodging establishments in Macon County
were correctly collecting and turning in the
required room tax money to the county each
month.

To pay for Nicholson’s fee, the room tax
administration fee was increased from 3%
to 15%. However, long after the work was
completed and Nicholson paid, the county
has continued to withhold 15% of the room
tax proceeds for administrative purposes.

“Where is that money?” asked Sabrina
Hawkins, member of the TDC who owns
Highlands Inn and the Hampton Inn. “How
was it spent and can we get any of that back?
We need to ask those questions.”

The administration fee at 15% for four
years of county room tax comes to about
$228,000.

Annually, Highlands gets about $240,000
a year in room tax money and Franklin gets
about $150,000.

The group also said it would like to require
“reverse transparency” from the county.

“Can we require a line item accounting
on how they spend the administration fee
that is withheld each month?” asked Helene
Siegel owner of 4 ½ Street Inn. “A reverse
transparency seems fair.”

In a subsequent interview, Horton said
the administration fees withheld from room
tax disbursements go into the county’s Gen-
eral Fund along with sales tax revenue and
other tax proceeds so a line item wouldn’t be
available concerning that money.

Furthermore, the 15% administrative
fee withheld over the last four years wouldn’t
be returned.

He said a revised administrative fee will
go into effect the beginning of the next fiscal
year, July 1, 2009, and will likely be less than
the 15% and will likely be a fixed dollar
amount rather than a percentage.

Horton hired a consultant to determine
the direct and indirect costs of administer-
ing the room tax money and based on his
report will determine the new administra-
tion fee. He hopes to have that information
available at the next county commission
meeting, on April 13.

TDC members said that may be better
because once set, the administration fee
shouldn’t fluctuate like the current percent-
age amount.                     – Kim Lewicki

... START DATE continued from page 3
“I don’t believe the earlier date, a month-

and-a-half earlier, is a better or a worse thing
for Highlands School,” said Principal Brian
Jetter. “From what we’ve identified from the
pre-schools, our new Kindergarten class next
fall will be the same size (or a little larger)
than this year’s Kindergarten class. I think
we had about 32 students this year, and we’ll
have 32 or more next year. So, for us, it is no
impact at this time. Next year’s Great
Beginning and Kindergarten class look like
they’ll be as full as ever.”

Kindergarten registration for Highlands
School is April 16 beginning at 10 a.m. to
noon. Parents are asked to be at the school at
10 a.m. when they will meet Principal Brian
Jetter and other faculty and administration
members. While there, school buses will go
to the three Pre-Ks in town and pick up rising
Kindergarteners and deliver them to school
around 10:45 a.m.

With their parents students will tour the
school, their classrooms and meet their
teachers followed by lunch with their parents
in the cafeteria.

After lunch, the children will be bussed
back to their Pre-K schools while parents
complete the Kindergarten registration
process.

All the necessary registration forms have
been mailed to parents of rising
Kindergarteners and they must be completed
and returned on April 16.

Parents who need a registration packet
can call 526-2147 or stop by Highlands
School.

Also needed is a Health Assessment
form, social security card, certified birth
certificate, proof of residency, and any legal
documents necessary if you are not the
biological parent of the child enrolling.

– Kim Lewicki
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Holy Week Services atHoly Week Services atHoly Week Services atHoly Week Services atHoly Week Services at
Highlands United Methodist ChurchHighlands United Methodist ChurchHighlands United Methodist ChurchHighlands United Methodist ChurchHighlands United Methodist Church

315 Main Street / 828-526-3376315 Main Street / 828-526-3376315 Main Street / 828-526-3376315 Main Street / 828-526-3376315 Main Street / 828-526-3376
Pastor Paul ChristyPastor Paul ChristyPastor Paul ChristyPastor Paul ChristyPastor Paul Christy

Sunday, April 5 - Palm Sunday
Please join us at 11 a.m. for worship which will begin with a palm

processional by the children.

Thursday, April 9 – Maundy Thursday
Please join us at 7 p.m. for our Maundy Thursday service.  We will share

together in Holy Communion.

Friday, April 10 - Good Friday
Please join us at 7 p.m. for our Good Friday service.

Sunday, April 12 - Easter Sunday
6:45 a.m. - Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service

Join us and other churches at the amphitheatre behind the Biological
Research Center at 6:45 a.m. for our Sunrise Service.

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. - Worship Services / The Living Cross
Join us as we celebrate at 8:30 and 11 a.m. Bring a flower from your yard

or something purchased to place on the cross before each service.

9:45 a.m. - Covered Dish Breakfast
Bring an egg casserole, quiche, fruit salad, or coffee cake/danish/muffins to

share as we have breakfast together.

10 a.m. - Children’s Easter Egg Hunt and Storytime
The children will be off to hunt eggs at 10 a.m., immediately after breakfast.

lish a rate stabilization fund.
The federal government is requiring all

municipalities to get 1% of their power from
renewable sources. Since the town is under
the Duke Energy umbrella, it makes sense to
ask Duke to handle the renewable aspect.

A rate stabilization fund will offset po-
tential increases and other costs above Duke’s
“estimated” 16% hike, should they occur. It
will also enable future boards to deal with
future increases without drastically impact-
ing users.

Duke has a “True Up” policy which
means there is a projected revenue or expen-
diture and an actual revenue or expenditure.
If Duke’s True Up expenditure figure is more
than projected, it can bill the town the differ-
ence and demand payment within 30 days.

“By implementing a rate increase now,
we can begin building a rate stabilization
fund by $25,000-$30,000 a month so we can
be prepared for those kinds of events,” said
Town Manager Jim Fatland. As part of its re-
cent commitment to work with the county
and Town of Franklin, Highlands Town
Board agreed to help fund a full-time Eco-
nomic Development Consultant for the
county.
MC Economic Development

Commissioner and Economic Board
member Hank Ross said the county is asking
both Highlands and Franklin to help fund
one-third of a Economic Development Com-
mission (EDC) consultant’s salary which the
county commission has approved to hire for
$40,000. The Franklin Town Board agreed to
fund $7,000, the MC Commission is fund-
ing two-thirds of the salary, which leaves the
balance of $7,000 to be funded by Highlands.

On the recommendation of Fatland and
Ross, the board unanimously agreed to a one-
time commitment of $7,000 to help fund
the position contingent upon a meeting with
County Manager Jack Horton to discuss the
potential benefits to Highlands.

Basically, the consultant will be devel-
oping a business plan for the county to in-
clude Highlands and Franklin. He will be
interviewing economic stakeholders, EDC
members, county commissioners, legislators
and town officials from Highlands and Fran-
klin.

A comprehensive marketing plan will
be devised and relationships will be built with
economic development partners and com-
panies to both introduce them to Macon
County and entice them to relocate or ex-
pand here.

All along the way, detailed analysis re-
ports will be submitted to showcase contacts,
projects, jobs created, capital invested and
the overall economic impact on the county.

“I feel this is a good move,” said Ross.
“We need an EDC that is proactive and looks
at the future of the county and what it needs.”
Fire Dept. Budget

The annual Highlands Fire & Rescue
budget for 2009-2010 was presented. It’s sub-
stantially higher than last year because the
department needs a hook and ladder truck
and it would like to expand one part-time

position to a full-time position..
To pay for the vehicle, the department

requested an increase in the fire tax from .008
to .009. Based on the property valuations at
$3,834,000,000, $345,060 in fire tax would
be collected. The department has a 97% col-
lection rate.

The money will be used for expansion
of a vehicle bay area to accommodate the
truck – estimated at $150,000 -- and $200,000
will go toward the cost of the truck. There is
also talk of finding a place on the plateau for
a substation which could both house the new
truck and make it easier for the department
to service areas further out in the fire district.

Bob Houston, administrative assistant at
the department, said the department could
use a hook and ladder to get to “hard to reach”
places like the top of Oak Square, the area of
the Old Edwards Inn and Madison’s between
Church and Main streets and the upcoming
condominium complex on U.S. 64 east.

The board unanimously approved the
budget.
Community Building

January 2007, the town turned over the
operation of the Highlands Conference Cen-
ter (now called the Highlands Community
Building) to the Highlands Rotary Club
which subsequently rented out the space.
Since the Town Board is now using the build-
ing to hold meetings, and since the recre-
ation staff currently schedules the use of the
Community Building anyway, Fatland sug-
gested the building be put under the supervi-
sion of the town’s Rec Department.

Consequently, the town is giving the
Highlands Rotary Club a 60-day notice ter-
minating its lease agreement with the town
which will assume operations on July 1, 2009.
All three long-term renters -- the Highlands
Rotary, Highlands MountainTop Rotary and
the Christ Anglican Church will be meeting
with Fatland to discuss leasing options.

Fatland said he could be a profitable ar-
rangement for the town but said rental fees
probably won’t change.
White Squirrel Research Grant

Finally, the board heard a request from
the Hillrie Quin to help fund a project to
track 12 white squirrels which would be
transplanted from the Brevard area. He said
white squirrels are the number one tourist
attraction in Brevard and suggested it would
be a good thing of Highlands, too. He sug-
gested releasing them on the Greenway be-
hind the Rec Park and using some of the
money in the Greenway fund to pay for the
project.

The total cost of the project is $14,500
with $2,500 each to be funded by the Brevard
Institute and the Highlands Biological Sta-
tion (both in-kind services) with the Town
of Highlands supplying $9,500.

(Not really…the White Squirrel Research
Grant request was an April Fool’s joke initi-
ated by Fatland. “I’m glad it was an April
Fool’s joke because I really didn’t want to
vote on that,” said Commissioner Buz Dot-
son.)

– Kim Lewicki

... ELECTRIC continued from page 1
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• BUILDERS & ARCHITECTS •

BRIGHTWATER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom FCustom FCustom FCustom FCustom Fine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Renovationsenovationsenovationsenovationsenovations
in the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communities

NC UNLIMITED LICENSE

Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350
or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:     wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com

Jim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim Neil
828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645

Mason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason Neil
828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807

Summit Design Group

828-482-0110
Highlands, NC

Design/Build Specialists

• COACH’S CORNER •

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

Phone: 8 2 8 .7 4 3 . 6 0 1 0
Cell: 828.269.9046 randsoellner@earthlink.net  NC Lic.9266 FL Lic.AR9264

RANDRANDRANDRANDRAND
SOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNER
ARCHITECT

website: randarch.com

Mountain Architecture & Interiors
... Q & A continued
from page 6

... NEW ROLE continued from page 1

•See NEW ROLE page 23

cient Operations.
“With the help of facilitators we will

implement focused, sequential and sustained
professional development opportunities for
targeted improvement,” said Brigman.

He said Macon County Schools are do-
ing well, “But we can always do better. We’ve
seen tremendous results at the middle school
level but we need 100% of our students meet-

While most college
basketball fans
are concentrating

on the Final Four this
weekend, there is a certain
rabid fanbase in Kentucky
that is also celebrating this
weekend, despite not even
making the NCAA
Tournament. On Tuesday,
Kentucky hired Memphis
coach John Calipari to
replace the fired Billy
Gillespie and bring success back to a
Kentucky program that had failed to live
up to the ridiculous expectations set
within the last two years. While on the
surface, this looks like a great hire for the
Wildcats in that they get a guy with 4
straight 30 win seasons and a Final Four
during that time period-this hire could
also turn into a major moment in college
hoops history.

The reason that Calipari’s hire is
sending shock waves through
underground college basketball circles is
due to the status of Memphis’s top 5
recruiting class that was set to join
Calipari in the home of Elvis. Now that
Calipari has left the building in
Memphis, his recruits will likely want to
join him at Kentucky. The only problem
with that is not only do Calipari’s recruits
want to join him, some of his current
players at Memphis, including
sharpshooter Robert Sallie have
requested to follow Calipari to Kentucky.

Add these players, as well as
freshmen who have committed to
Kentucky to play for Gillespie and the
current Kentucky roster and you have a
total of 20 players for only 12
scholarships.

The real question now is what
Calipari will do with the players that he
doesn’t want playing for him at UK. His
press conference didn’t sound promising
to current UK players, as Calipari stated
that he would “sit down and have an
honest conversation with each player
about whether they can play in his
offense.”

If I were a recruit currently slated to
come to Kentucky, or a current player, I
would be concerned about my status as a
Wildcat after hearing that kind of quote
from my new coach.

The ramifications of this are many.
What if Calipari drops the majority

of the current Wildcat roster to bring in
his guys -- essentially creating a fantasy
team of the best players from Kentucky
and Memphis, along with the top

freshman recruits from
both schools? Not only
would Kentucky be an
immediate national title
contender, but they would
also be the primary
destination for every “one
and done” player that is
forced to make a stop in
college before taking their
game to the NBA.

Additionally, how will
Kentucky’s academic

reputation hold up if Calipari and his 0%
graduation rate continue to bring in
mercenary basketball players who care
nothing about education? Under
Calipari, Memphis has not been known
as a bastion of academic prowess, not to
mention the numerous arrests and the
hiring of “handlers” for these mercenary
basketball players under the guise of
“director of strength and conditioning”
and the like.

While the majority of these questions
stem from part of a worst-case scenario,
there is no doubt that Kentucky’s
basketball program will be under intense
scrutiny during the coming years. The
NCAA will likely have Calipari under the
microscope during his early tenure, but
the lasting effects of Calipari’s merger
with Kentucky could come back to haunt
both the University of Kentucky, as well
as college basketball for years to come.

Calipari to Kentucky could cause
major repercussions.

6. As Highlands grows theoretical-
ly there are more citizens and more
electric utility customers, so logically
it should follow that Highlands could
charge less to see the same “return?

Highlands has enjoyed the benefit of
additional customers which has enabled
the Town to 1) not raise electric rates 2) ad-
dress rising operational costs and 3) main-
tain same 5% rate of return for its Capital
Reserves.

7. Why is it so important for a
Town like Highlands’ size to have a
healthy fund balance?

As mentioned earlier, a healthy fund
balance provides the following advantages:

• In a year with declining revenue, the

•See Q & A page 15
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Highlands-Cashiers Hospice will play
host on April 29  to area residents who wish
to view the 16th Annual National Bereave-
ment Teleconference by webcast. The top-
ic of this year’s event, sponsored by the
Hospice Foundation of America (HFA), is
“Diversity and End-of-Life Care.”

The teleconference will examine how
diversity influences end-of-life decision
making and the impact that culture has at
the time of death and during bereavement.
One of the goals of the teleconference is to
increase sensitivity by helping profession-
als acknowledge how their own cultural
values and assumptions influence the de-
livery of care. Between 125,000 and
150,000 people in more than 2,000 com-
munities across the nation are expected to
view or participate in the event via either
satellite feed or webcast

At Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, the we-
bcast will be projected onto a large screen
so it can be viewed by the group. While
local attendees won’t be able to ask ques-
tions or comment interactively, there will
be an opportunity for discussion within the
group. The webcast will be viewed in Suite

H-C Hospital Hospice to host webcast of
‘Annual Living with Grief’ teleconference

103 of the Jane Woodruff Clinic on the
Hospital campus. It begins at 1:15 p.m. and
is expected to last until 4:30 p.m. Local
Hospice staff and volunteers, as well as area
ministers and counselors, are being invit-
ed to attend, but the program is also open
to the general public. There is no charge
for the event, but reservations are encour-
aged because seating is limited.

Noted authorities participating in the
panel discussion are Samira K. Beckwith,
president and CEO of Hope Hospice and
Community Services; Sandy Chen Stokes,
executive director of the Chinese Ameri-
can Coalition for Compassionate Care;
Kenneth J. Doka, professor of Gerontology
at the Graduate School of the College of
New Rochelle; Wanda H. Jenkins, bereave-
ment services manager, Vitas; Richard
Payne, director of the Institute on Care at
the End of Life at Duke University; Paul
Rosenblatt, professor at the College of Ed-
ucation & Human Development at the
University of Minnesota; and Rev. Carlos
Sandoval-Cros, of St. Simon’s Episcopal
Church, and a psychiatrist in private prac-
tice at St. Simon’s Island, GA. The panel of

these distinguished ethicists, educators and
hospice experts will be moderated by
Frank Sesno, professor of Media and Pub-
lic Affairs at The George Washington Uni-
versity and special correspondent with
CNN.

For more than a decade, this annual ed-
ucational program has been instrumental
in educating health care professionals and
families on issues affecting end-of-life care.
The program provides an opportunity for a
wide variety of professionals – including
doctors, nurses, funeral directors, psychol-
ogists, educators, social workers and be-
reavement counselors – to share and ex-
change ideas and obtain continuing edu-
cation credits. The teleconference is pro-
duced by Hospice Foundation of America,
a not-for-profit organization, which acts
as an advocate for the hospice concept of
care through ongoing programs of profes-
sional education, public information and
research on issues relating to illness, loss,
grief and bereavement.

For more information or to make a res-
ervation, call Monica Crook at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospice at (828) 526-1402.

... Q & A continued
from page 14
Town Board could appropriate fund bal-
ance for capital projects and capital equip-
ment in lieu of borrowing

• Ensures good credit rating for future
borrowings, if so desired

• To meet emergency situations or oth-
er unforeseen events that were not known
at the time the budget was adopted

• To draw upon fund balance for grant
opportunities that may require local match

8. What does Highlands actually
pay per Kilowatt/hour wholesale?

Approximately $40 per MWH.
 
9. What do Duke retail customers

pay for Kilowatt/hour? What does
Highlands charge its residents per
Kilowatt/hour now?

Compared to the 107 Utilities in North
Carolina, the Town of Highlands is ranked
as the 2nd lowest. Duke Energy is ranked
the 5th lowest. The Town of Highlands aver-
age retail price is $7.90 per kwh while
Duke’s average retail price is $8.19.
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On-going Events
• The Town of Highlands is accepting applica-

tions from non profits requesting funds.  Applications
may be obtained at Town Hall or on the Town’s web-
site www.highlandsnc.org  under heading “forms and
applications.” To be eligible, an organization must be
an IRS approved 501(c) (3).  Applications should be
submitted to the Town Clerk no later than April 1, 2009.

• The Bascom is offering a host of art classes for
preschoolers to pre-teens from now through the end
of the school year. For more information, call (828)
526-4949, ext. 0#.

• Friends of Panthertown work days, last Thurs-
day of every month (time and location varies). Volun-
teers needed to maintain trails. For more information,
contact Nina Elliott at 828-526-9938 (ext 258).

• Collections for men and women overseas at
Chestnut Hill Retirement community. A wide variety of

• UPCOMING EVENTS •
items currently is needed, including books and maga-
zines, CDs and DVDs, and small pocket books, which
fit neatly in the BDUs (Battle Dress Uniforms).The drop
point for all items will be under the flagpole at the Chest-
nut Hill Clubhouse on Clubhouse Trail. For any ques-
tions, or to schedule a drop-off call (828) 787-2114.

• Refuge Youth meets every Sun. night at 6:30
p.m. downstairs at Cullasaja Assembly of God. If you
are in grades 6th-12th then this is the place to be! The
church is located at 6201 Highlands Rd. next to Exx-
on. For more info call youth ministers Matt and Can-
dace Woodroof at 828-369-7540 ext 203.

• Raffle of handcrafted Stiefel Botanical Book to
Benefit The Bascom. To purchase a raffle ticket, call
526-4949, ext. 8#.

• Yoga at the Rec Park, 7:30 a.m Monday and
Wednesdays.Call 526-4340 for information.

• Yoga in the bottom floor of Jane Woodruff Build-

ing. 10:30 a.m. Thursdays. Call 526-4340.
• NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m.

of the ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Community
Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-
0365.

• At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal, various exercise classes. Call Jeanette Fisher at
828-526-1FIT.

• “The Circle of Life” support group continues at
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital at the Jane Woodruff
room 201, 10 a.m. until noon. Call Barbara Buchanan
at 526-1402 or Florence Flanagan at 743-2567.

Mon. & Wed.
• Pilates Classes Level 1 of Jane Woodruff at the

hospital at 4 p.m. $10 per class. Call 526-5852.
• Middle School students After School Program

from 3-5 p.m. at the Rec Park. For more information
please call 828.526.3556.

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec

Park, 8-9 a.m. $10 per class or $50 a month.
Wed., & Fri.
• Open AA meeting noon at the Episcopal Church

at Fifth and Main streets.
First Mondays
• Participate in your hospital by joining the Auxil-

iary of the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Auxiliary
meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 10
a.m. at the hospital.

Mondays
• Open AA meeting, 8 p.m. at the Episcopal

Church at Fifth and Main streets.
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec Park. $3

per person.
Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the

Highlands Conference Center.
• Weight Watchers meets at the Highlands Civic

Center. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting starts at 6
p.m.

Wednesdays
• Highlands MountainTop Rotary Club meets at

the Highlands Conference Center at 7:30 a.m.
• Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30

a.m.at First Baptist Church.
Every Third Wednesday
• Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian Fel-

lowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will be
served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at 6:30
p.m. For more information call 828-524-6777 or 706-
746-9964.

Thursdays
• Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church

on Main and Fifth streets.
• Taize worship at 7 p.m. at the Lutheran Chapel

of the Holy Family, 2152 Dillard Road. There is a
simple supper of bread and soup at 6 p.m. Dress is
casual, and all are welcome. Call Chaplain Margaret
Howell for more information: 828-526-2905 or email
her at Knytengale@aol.com

1st & 3rd Thursdays
• The local affiliate of NAMI NC (National Alliance

on Mental Illness), NAMI Appalachian South, meets
from 7- 9 p.m. at the Family Restoration Center, 1095
Wiley Brown Road, Franklin. NAMI offers peer sup-
port, education, and advocacy for individuals suffering
from serious mental illness and their families and loved
ones. Contact Ann Nandrea 369-7385, Carole Light

“The Inner Willy” is a coming of age story, that tells about the journey of a boy,
with a little help from his mischievous conscience, maturing, learning to make
his own decisions and becoming a young man.The play will be staged April 16-
19 at the Martin-Lipscomb Performing Arts Center. Thursday through Saturday
performances begin at 7:30 p.m., and a Sunday matinee starts at 2:30 p.m. For
tickets call 526-9047. Pictured is Matt McClellan who plays Willoughby Adams
and his Inner Willy who is played by Cai Roman.

Highlands School play ‘Inner Willy’
at PAC April 16-19

On April 22, 1970, thanks to progres-
sive thinking politician Gaylord Nelson,
Earth Day was officially established and is
celebrated today across the nation and the
world. Sen. Nelson caught the ear of Atty.
General Robert Kennedy and eventually
President Kennedy in 1963. By 1969, the
idea had caught on and legislation passed
in 1970 to create a “teach in’ style day of
recognition for environmental concerns.

The celebration was so wildly accept-
ed by the populous it spilled over into oth-
er nations over time. Who would have
thought that in 1970 not only did the en-
vironmental movement gain momen-
tum, it has come to the forefront in 2009!

 “Its strength grows each year because
public knowledge and understanding
grow each year,” said Nelson in 1980.

Earth Day was created for that pur-
pose and has been, even in the ‘80s when
environmentalism seemed off the radar,
remarkably and steadfastly teaching citi-
zens the value of conservation of our re-
sources. It has reshaped many people’s lif-
estyle and philosophy affecting how we
build, how we eat, and provide protection
for life of all forms.

“So long as the human species inhab-
its the earth, proper management of its
resources will be the most fundamental
issue we face…We disregard the needs of
our ecosystem at our mortal peril,” said
Nelson

Senator from Wisconsin saw the writ-
ing on the wall and took a scientific grass-
roots movement to the next level with
Earth Day. Today, there are green ideas but
many solutions are already here. This year
exhibitors will have all the information
needed to live a eco-friendly lifestyle in
Jackson & Macon County.

This free celebration is hosted by J-
MCA, Highlands Cashiers Land Trust,
UCWA, and Whole Life Foods.

Earth Day Fact: Join nations across
the world and participate in Earth Hour
Saturday, March 28 at 8:30 pm. People
across the globe will turn off all their lights
at this time to show support for energy
conservation. For more info go to
www.earthhourUS.org

From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the Village
Green in Cashiers there will be live mu-
sic, games, children’s’ Earth art, food, ex-
hibits, massage, and a climbing wall

Sponsors are Koenig Builders, Unit-
ed Community Bank, Sillbark Builders,
The Laurel Magazine, Highlands Cashiers
Land Trust, Jackson-Macon Conservation
Alliance, Upper Cullasaja Watershed As-
sociation, & Whole Life Foods.

Earth Day is AprilEarth Day is AprilEarth Day is AprilEarth Day is AprilEarth Day is April
25 – 25 – 25 – 25 – 25 – A LittleA LittleA LittleA LittleA Little

HistoryHistoryHistoryHistoryHistory
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •
524-9769 or Mary Ann Widenhouse 524-1355 for
more information.

2nd & 4th Fridays
• Community Drum Circle at the Highlands Rec

Park, from 6-7:30 p.m. Come experience a fun family
friendly drum circle. All ages are encouraged to attend
this free event. All experience levels welcomed. Cele-
brate community with facilitated interactive rhythmical
dialogue. Bring your own drum or percussion instru-
ment. Some extra drums and percussion will be sup-
plied. For more information call 421-0551.

Fridays & Saturdays
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, at Falls on Main,

complimentary wine samplings during business hours.
Saturdays
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, Falls on Main,

Wine Flights from 4-6:30 p.m. Five wines, artisan chees-
es and specialty foods. $19 per person.

Thursday, April 2
• Bingo at the Community Building from 6:30-

8:30. Sponsored by Highlands Rotary. Recipient of
net proceeds will go to Boy Scout Troop 207 -- half of
all money paid for Bingo cards goes to the players.

Saturday, April 4
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 5-mile

moderate hike to Rock Gorge and Big Bend Falls on
the Chattooga River with a steep elevation change of
300 feet down and up the bluff above the river. Meet at
the Bank of America in Highlands at 9:30 a.m. and at
the Wachovia Bank in Cashiers at 9:50 a.m. Drive 50
miles round trip. Bring water, lunch, and wear sturdy

Ruby Cinema
Hwy. 441, Franklin, NC

524-3076

April 3 - 8

shoes. Call leader Virginia Talbot, 526-4904, for res-
ervations. Visitors are welcome, but no pets please.

Sunday, April 5
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy 2-

mile hike to Mud Creek Falls on a pretty trail along a
creek with an interesting covered bridge along the
way. Meet at the Great Smoky Mtn. Visitor Center in
Otto at 2 p.m., driving 20 miles round trip. If coming
from Highlands or Cashiers, call leader for alternative
meeting place. Visitors and children 10 or over are
welcome, but no pets please. Call leader Kay Coriell,
369-6820, for reservations.

• At First Baptist Church on Main Street in High-
lands, Easter musical program “Come Touch the Robe”
at 6:30 p.m.

• Unitarian Universalist Fellowship member,
Warren Riley, an accomplished musician, will present
“Music in the Early Church,” at 11 a.m. Children ser-
vices also begin at 11 a.m. The fellowship is located at
85 Sierra Drive, just off Lakeside. 1.2 miles from Hard-
ees. All are Welcome. For info call: 828/524-6777.

Tuesday & Wednesday, April 7-8
• The Macon County 4-H Council is now taking

orders for raspberry, blueberry, and strawberry plants,
grape vine, and apple trees with pick-up dates in April.
These plants are bare root, except for blueberries,
and come directly from the nursery. A limited supply of
plants will be available, so place your orders early
with Cooperative Extension at 349-2046 or 349-2054.
Pick-up at the Agricultural Services Center, 193 Tho-
mas Heights Road in Franklin. Contact Kathy Kuhl-
man, 4-H Agent at 349-2054.

Wed. & Fri, April 8 & 10
• Come and see the Easter Dramatic Musical

“Believe” featuring the Apostle Thomas. Experience
drama, song, dance and decide for yourself if the
name “Doubting Thomas” is fitting.  Community Bible
Church.  Wednesday, at 6 pm and Good Friday at
6:30pm followed by International Coffees and Des-
sert. 828-526-4685.

Thursday, April 9
• The April meeting of The Western North Caro-

lina Woodturners Club will meet on Thursday at 7 p.m.
at the Blue Ridge School, in Glenville. Drive to the
back of the school to the woodworking shop. Visitors
are always welcomed. The club meets every second
Thursday at the Blue Ridge School at 6 p.m. Septem-
ber through March and 7 p.m. April through August.
Listen to WHLC (104.5 FM) at 5 p.m. for cancellation
due to weather.

• The League of Women Voters of Macon Coun-
ty will host a program on the Native American Cultural
Sites Preservation Project. The goal of the Project is to
assist landowner in the identification and protection of
Native American resources and to protect these sites.
Project leaders Bill Dyar and Bill Evans will describe
their work and discuss the importance of preserving
our cultural heritage. There are many sites throughout
Macon County and learning to identify them and un-
derstand their value will greatly enhance opportunities
for conservation. The meeting will be held at Tartan
Hall of the First Presbyterian Church. Lunch is avail-
able at noon by reservation—call 524-5192. The pro-
gram will begin at 12:15. The public is invited.

Saturday, April 11
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a short, but

strenuous hike, 1.5 miles up Chimneytop Mountain in
Sapphire for a great 360 degree view. Meet at the

Cashiers Wachovia Bank at 9AM; returning between
noon and l p.m. Drive: 6 miles round trip. Bring water,
walking stick, a snack if you wish; wear sturdy hiking
shoes. Call leader Walker Taylor, 743-6977, for res-
ervations. Visitors are welcome, but no pets please.

Tuesday, April 14
• The Nantahala Hiking Club with take a five-mile

moderate hike to Rough Run and High Falls with
many wildflowers along the way, an elevation change
less than 200 feet but some scrambling over rocks at
High Falls. Meet at the big yellow sign in the Ingles
parking lot on US Hwy 64 about one mile east of the
Cashiers Crossroads at 10:00am; Drive 20 miles round
trip. Call leader Carl Blozan at 743-1765 for reserva-
tions. Visitors are welcome, but no pets please.

Wednesday, April 15
• FreedomWorks members and area taxpayers

will gather Wednesday at noon at the downtown ga-
zebo, across from the Macon County Courthouse to
send a message to leaders of both parties that taxpay-
ers are angry with the bailouts, debt, pork projects,
and wasteful spending rampant in Washington. Part of
the national movement of “tea parties,” protesters are
gathering in the spirit of the Sons of Liberty in Boston,
who in 1773 protested the British government by dump-
ing tons of tea into the harbor. FreedomWorks is a
grassroots organization with over 500,000 members
nationwide dedicated to lower taxes, less govern-
ment, and more freedom.

Saturday, April 18

• Mirror Lake Liltter Pickup. Meet at Thorn Park
at 9 am.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a strenu-
ous 6.2-mile hike on the Chunky Gal Trail to Boteler
Peak with an elevation change of 1331 feet. Meet at
Westgate Plaza in Franklin at 9:00 a.m. Drive 34 miles
round trip. Call leader Bill Van Horn at 369-1983 for
reservations. Visitors are welcome, but no pets please

• A tour of Appalachian State University. Leave
Highlands School at 7:15 a.m. Call John Dotson at
526-5587 or 526-5868 after 6 p.m.

Thursday-Sunday, April 16-19
• The Highlands School drama production “The

Inner Willy” at PAC. It is a coming-of-age story about a
boy, who with a little help from his mischievous con-
science, matures and learns to make his own deci-
sions on his way to becoming a man. Evening shows
are at 7:30 p.m., and a the Sunday matinee starts at
2:30 p.m. For tickets, call 526-9047.

Sunday, April 19
• The Nantahala Hiking Club with take a five-mile

moderate hike to Rough Run and High Falls with an
elevation change of 200 feet but some scrambling
over rocks at High Falls and many wildflowers along
the trail. Bring water, a snack if you wish and wear
sturdy shoes. Meet at Cashiers Wachovia Bank at
1:30 p.m. Drive 20 miles round trip. Call leader Carl
Blozan at 743-1765 for reservations. Visitors are wel-
come, but no pets please.

Highlands-Cashiers Players is excited to announce the cast for its spring production,
“Rumors” by Neil Simon, directed by Donna Cochran, assisted by Peggy Fuller. “Rumors”
is a play about 4 couples that arrive at a dinner party hosted by a husband and wife who
never appear on stage. The plot revolves around the guests’ efforts to unravel the mystery
of their whereabouts. But this is not really a “whodunit,” rather a “whodunwhat.”
Conflicting “Rumors” abound and the fast paced comedy unfolds, getting zanier with
the arrival of each couple.

Newcomer Claire Simpson and veteran actor David Spivey play the Gorman’s, the
first to arrive. Stage couple Marcia Schmalo and Rick Siegel play the Ganz’s, and Robin
Phillips and Hilton Fuller- both new to HCP — are Cookie and Ernie Cusec, and the
familiar actors, Colin Long and Katie Cochran play the Coopers, the last to arrive. The
police are eventually on the scene and are played by Rich Harrison and Linsey Wisdom.
“Rumors” promises a delightful evening for a mature audience (adult language). The
play will be performed at PAC Thurs. through Sun. May 7-10 and the following week
Thurs. thru Sun. May 14-17. Evening performances are at 7:30 and Sun. Matinees are at
2:30.

HCP’s ‘Rumors’ coming to PAC May 7

FAST & FURIOUS
rated PG-13

Friday: (4:30), 7:15, 9:30
Sat & Sun: (2:15), (4:30), 7:15, 9:30

Mon – Thurs: (4:30), 7:15

MONSTER vs. ALIENS
rated PG

Friday: (4:10), 7, 9:10
Sat & Sun: (2), (4:10), 7, 9:10

Mon – Thurs: (4:10), 7

KNOWING
rated PG-13

Friday: (4:20), 7:10, 9:20
Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:20), 7:10, 9:20

Mon – Thurs: (4:20), 7:10

DUPLICITY
rated PG-13

Friday: (4:05), 9:05
Sat & Sun: (4:05), 9:05

Mon – Thurs: (4:05)

RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN
rated PG

Friday: 7:05
Sat & Sun: (2:05), 7:05

Mon – Thurs: 7:05
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HELP WANTED

ELECTRICIAN’S HELPER, PLUMBER’S
HELPER, AND CARPENTER’S HELPER – needed
for a few days work. Most have transportation and
some tools. May lead to more work. Call 828-421-
1995 and leave message with name, phone # and
bried experience overview. 4/9

RETAIL SALES: Stone Lantern Inc. is seeking
part-time seasonal help. 25 hours per week, 9 am to
2:30 pm, Monday through Friday. Salary negotiable.
Call 828/526-2769 or stop by for application.

HIRING FOR TWO NEW RESTAURANTS –
Back of the house and front of the house needed. Call
526-3380 or 342-5174.

RN NEEDED FOR UPSCALE RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY. 8 hours per week. Apply at Chestnut
Hill, 64 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC. Or email
your resume to dotty.guenther@gmail.com. Drug
screening and background check. EOE.

THE TOWN OF HIGHLANDS IS SEEKING A
PART-TIME IT PROFESSIONAL (16-24 hrs/week).

• CLASSIFIEDS •$5 for 20 words weekly $2. for each add’l. 10 words

One FREE Classified Ad for
ONE item less than $1,000

(Not animals).
ONE AD PER FAMILY otherwise:

20 words for $5; $2 for each
10-word increment.

Email copy to:
highlandseditor@aol.com

or FAX to 1-866-212-8913
Send check to:

Highlands’ Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782

This person should have knowledge of a server/client
environment and a background in web design and
programming, particularly in .html and .asp. For infor-
mation about this position, direct inquires to Matt Shuler
at the Highlands Town Office (828) 526-2118.

MEDICAL ASSISTANT/NURSE –  needed at
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Physician office setting,
full-time position available. Current certification and/or
NC license and BLS required, ACLS recommended.
Full benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an
increase in pay, available after 60 days of full-time
employment. Pre-employment screening required. Call
Human Resources at 828-526-1376 or apply online
at www.hchospital.org.

RECEPTIONIST – needed at Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital. Physician office setting, full-time position
available. Previous medical/family practice office ex-
perience required. Full benefits, or the option to opt out
of benefits for an increase in pay, available after 60
days of full-time employment. Pre-employment screen-
ing required. Call Human Resources at 828-526-1376
or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

RN/LPN needed at Fidelia Eckerd Living Cen-
ter. Full time position available for 12 hour day and
night shifts. Full benefits or the option to opt out of
benefits for an increase in pay, available after 60 days
of full-time employment. Pre-employment screening
required. Call Human Resources at 828-526-1376
or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

RNs at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and Fidelia
Eckerd Living Center. Full, Part-time and PRN posi-
tions available for 12 hour day and night shifts. Excel-
lent wage scale, with shift and weekend differentials.
Full benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an
increase in pay, available after 30 days of full-time
employment. We are now offering part- time employ-
ees, working at least 24 hours a week, medical insur-
ance. Pre-employment screening required. Call Hu-
man Resources at 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II at Fidelia Eckerd Living Cen-
ter. PRN positions are available. Our wage scale is
$11.00 to $14.40 per hour, and you also receive shift
and weekend differentials. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Human Resources, 828-526-1301 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org.

LOST CAT

A MALE BLACK Cat, Keesa, lost in vicinity of
Mt. Lori and N. Cobb. Wearing a hot pink rubber flea
collar. Please call Tanya at 828-301-3690, 526-1706
or cell: 828-301-3696.

HOUSING WANTED

COUPLE SEEKING RENTAL HOUSE IN
FRANKLIN. Newly remodeled two+bedroom,
one+bath. Close to town. Wooden floors, preferred.
Heat & air, if possible.W/D required. No pets, no chil-
dren, non smokers. Pleae call Alena 828-342-8729.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME – HUGE
REDUCTION! 18 acres in Highlands with 1,200
feet of rushing creek includes  3 houses (one is
brand new) REDUCED from $5 million to $3.2
million. Call 305 458-0033

44.76+/- ACRES $189,000 BANK
FORECLOSURE Tuckaseegee Riverfront Ridge Top
Views MLS #67408 Marty Jones Realty BRIAN
RENFRO, REALTOR 828-226-0118.

TRILLIUM BEST BUY BIG VIEW HOME SITE
Great Building Site $189,000 MLS #67480 Marty
Jones Realty BRIAN RENFRO, REALTOR 828-226-
0118

GOOD HOUSE FOR $139,500 – 3 bed, 2 bath,
high elevation, pond. Call Ann at Cabe Realty 828-
526-2475.

COMMERCIAL IN WRIGHT SQUARE – two
buildings with AC & Heat. Call Harold Brammer. 828-
526-5673. 4/16

FOR SALE BY OWNER – 535 N. 4th Street.
Zoned Commercial. $389,000. Currently rented at
$2,500 a month. Call 770-827-0450. (st. 2/19)

NEW LUXURY HOME FOR SALE OR LEASE
IN SCALY Mt. 3 BR, 3.5 BA, 2.88 acres. Appraised
$757,000, reduced to $499,900 or lease $2750/mth.
Additional lots for sale. 404-272-2131
www.thomasknob.com/homes.html (5/14)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

2 BED, 2 BATH CABIN – Charming. Completely
renovated. $800 a month. In Scaly Mountain. Call
423-715-7757. 4/16

2 BED, 1 BATH APARTMENT for rent in Scaly
Mountain. $500 per month includes utilities. Call Becky
at Cabe Realty 828-526-2475. 4/16

APARTMENT FOR RENT – 1 bed, 1 bath,living
area, kitchen and utility room. $650/month. $300
security deposit. First and last month rent. Rent includes
utilities, (electric, water, heat, local phone) One year
lease. Prefer non-smoker. No pets. Unfurnished. Good
for 1-2 people. Call 526-9494.

DOWNTOWN FURNISHED! Spacious 1/1,full
kitchen, walk in closet, balcony, small pets allowed.
526-3363 Call for appt.(st 3/5)

FOR RENT AND SALE – 2/2 condo, LR, DR,
Sun room, W/D. Walk to town. Available year round.
Call 828-421-2144

HOUSE FOR RENT, YEAR-ROUND, walk to
town. 3/3, oil heat, hardwood floors, small pets ok.
$1,275 includes electric. 526-5558.

DOWNTOWN APARTMENT RENTAL – One
bedroom (Queen), one bath, vaulted ceiling in great
room, heat and air with gas fireplace. Fully furnished
with W/D, cozy and comfortable. Reduced to $650 a
month plus utilities. Call 526-4983 or 421-3614.

526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@verizon.net

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Runaround
Sue

Pet Sitting
• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@verizon.net

FIREWOOD
(Dry Hardwood)

for SALE.
Priced to SELL!

Call 526-4946 or 200-0268

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•$17 weekly $17 weekly



Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, April 2, 2009 - Page 19

• CLASSIFIEDS •
VRBO.com/181808. Call 305 213-0333. 4/2

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB –  Sorry, golf
and club priviledges not available. $2,495 a week.
Call 912-230-7202.

THE LODGE ON MIRROR LAKE – Fish or
canoe from deck. Available weekly, monthly, No min.
Call 828-342-2302.

ITEMS FOR SALE

STEEL BUILDING 22 gauge, 25' width, 24'
length, l2' height, never erected. Paid $5,862.00.
Sacrifice $4,000. (828) 526-4313, (828) 787-2478
or (828) 526-3181. 4/2

16" FISHING BOAT NEW with Trolling
motor,Charger,New Bat. }Untippable , $1000 OBO
Call 828-200-0701 3/26

CHOPPER/SHREDDER. 10 HP. Excellent
Condition. $200. Call 526-9534.

STORE MOVING, EVERYTHING PRICED
FOR QUICK SALE OR BEST OFFER. Oriental rug
8x10, beautiful, red. Walnut dining table and four chairs,
antique writing desk/credenza with backboard, 5’ x
40 inches exotic wildlife painting, high quality bar
refrigerator, 34"x24,” beveled Italian glass mirror,
30"x36,” heavy mahogany room divider/wall unit,
much more. 828-226-0886 4/2

BOAT, ENGINE, TRAILER – Great for fishing.
Needs some work.$600.Call 828-200-0701

VARIOUS BEDROOM ITEMS – Brass and
Wrought Iron antique Victorian replica headboards –
one king and two queen. Also top-of-the-line Sealy
Posturepedic matress and box spring sets – one king
and two queens. Call 526-9803. 4/26

LARGE PICKUP LOAD OF MT. LAUREL
Lengths 4 to 6 feet. Mt. Laurel, Kusa Dogwoods,
Norway and Serbia Spruce, Red maples, Service
Derry, Rhododendron. Call 828-293-5398. (3/12)

WOODBURNING FIREPLACE INSERT –
Strong and sturdy, 30 inches wide, 29 inches deep

1 BED, 1 BATH and small room with bunk beds
on Lake Sequoyah. Furnished, two boats. $800 a
month including utilities except phone. No pets, no
smoking.Call Tony at 828-332-7830.

SAPPHIRE NC – 2 Story 3Bed/3 Bath, Yr round
views, 2 decks, remodeled, Furnished, 2 car garage.
Available yearly or seasonal. 561-626-9556

FURNISHED 3BD2BATH HOUSE IN MIR-
ROR LAKE area available for 6-12 month lease
$1200+ utilities.  Call 770-977-5692.

3BR, 2BA COTTAGE NEAR MIRROR LAKE
– In town. $1250 per month. Very clean. 770-977-
5692.

ON MIRROR LAKE – Charming 3 bed, 2 bath.
Huge sunroom, stone fireplace, 3 decks, canoe, fur-
nished. Available Nov-May. $1,500 a month plus util-
ities. Call 770-435-0678.

COTTAGE FOR RENT – 1BR, 1BA in town @
Chestnut Cottages. Private, screen porch, Heat/AC,
FP, extra sleeping loft, furnished or unfurnished. 6
month lease - $750. monthly plus utilities. Call 526-
1684.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

RENTAL SPACE IN WRIGHT SQUARE – Half
a building or two floors of one building. Call Harold
Brammer. 828-526-5673. 4/16

2,300+/-SQ. FT. OF OFFICE/RETAIL AVAIL-
ABLE for lease or rent to own. Excellent visibility!
Location is 2271 Dillard Road. Asking $1,250 per
month. 526-8953.

VACATION RENTAL

LUXURY CABIN, 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths,
Mountain Views. See details at VRBO.com/194328.
Call 305-458-0033. 4/2

MOUNTAIN AND SUNSET VIEWS, 4
Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Like New. See details at

Highlands Automotive
“From engine drivetrain chassis repair to oil

change and brakes, we do it all!”

415 Holt Road • Highlands

Sam Jenkins Brooks thomas

828-526-8464

A New Kind of  Home Service
Expert cleaning and home care

by someone who pays clear attention to details.

DETDETDETDETDETAILSAILSAILSAILSAILS

Private homes and vacation rentals. White-glove service, organic
products, and demonstrations upon request. If you’ve entrusted

the care of your Highlands home to someone in the past and
been in any way disappointed, please contact me for a
consultation. Highlands resident. References available.

Visit www.details-clean.com or call (828) 342-8853.

and 67 inches high. $175. Call 526-5749.
HONEY FOR SALE – Blue Valley honey, perfect

amber color, 3/4 lb. bears, $5 each. work in town. Call
Bruce at 526-9021.

GE PROFILE WHITE COUNTERTOP GAS
RANGE WITH DOWNDRAFT. Like new. $185 Call
787-2232.

KOLCRAFT JEEP WAGONEER TANDEM
DOUBLE STROLLER. Used rarely. Basically brand
new. $100 or OBO. Call 526-2536.

125-GALLON ALL-GLASS AQUARIUM - over
6 feet in length, was a salt-water shark-only tank.
Comes with Ehiem Pro series-2 external canister filter,
and optional mahogany base. Will settle for $500; base,
extras and help moving it are optional but free. Call cell
828-342-2809

DRY, HARDWOOD, FIREWOOD – Priced to
Sell! Call 828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268.

SMALL EMERALD AND GOLD RING.
Originally $300 Asking $175. 828-631-2675 after 5
p.m.

BABY LOCK SERGER MACHINE with extra
spools of thread. $200.00 828-631-2675 after 5:00
p.m. Sylva area.

REDUCED! 52" BIG-SCREEN TV RCA Home-
Theater edition, with guide-plus gold. Moving and its
too big to take. $375 or OBO; this TV is in great condition
and has a perfect picture, purchased at Circuit-city.
Allows for 480P HD through Direct-tv. Call cell: 828-
342-2809

LENOX CHINA “AUTUMN” PATTERN – $125
for 5-piece place setting or sell by the piece at 20%
below store prices. Call 526-0498

3-PIECE BEDROOM SET – Oak veneer. one
dresser, one desk, one chest. $300. Call 526-5772.

STONE AVAILABLE – Assorted. 14 pallets.
$200 per pallet. Call 526-9532

MARTIN-C-1740 UNVENTED GAS HEATER
– with oxygen depleting sensing system. BTU 40,000.
H. 14 24 3/4 W. 25” D. 13”. Fan blower-model B35.

$125. Call 526-5640.
ANTIQUE WOODEN ROCKING CHAIR

FROM LATE 1800’S. Fully refinished. $100. Call 369-
5863.

AVON CAPE COD RED GLASS – 8 piece place
setting. 64 pieces. $385. Also, accessory pieces avail-
able. Call 828-524-3614.

DESK (LARGE) WITH MATCHING CREDEN-
ZA, oak, leather chair. $850. Call 743-6869.

4 BOARD PINE DINING TABLE - $300. Early
American New England spinning wheel - $225. 526-
2671

GOLF CLUBS CLASSIC – SET OF  MacGre-
gor Tourney 9 irons (2-9 P.W.) 1980. Persimmon
Drivers, new. $50. Used $25. Also miscellaneous items
cheap. Call 706-746-3046. (Sky Valley).

PFALTZGRAFF “HEIRLOOM” DISHES.
Complete service for 8 plus numerous serving pieces,
extras and accessories. Too much to list. $300 Call
(828) 631-2675 after 5 p.m. Sylva area.

JESSICA MCCLINTOCK VICTORIAN
STYLE WEDDING DRESS. Very unique. Size 11/
12. $200. Call (828) 631-2675 after 5 p.m. Sylva
area.

MAN’S FORMAL (MID-LENGTH) WESTERN
STYLE BLACK COAT. Size 46. Worn once. Bought
at Stages West in Pigeon Forge. $150. Call (828)
631-2675 after 5 p.m. Sylva area.

4 SOLID OAK, LADDERBACK dining room
chairs with woven seats. $400 for set. Call 526-3048.

5-PC BEDROOM SET C.1920 Bed/Chest of
Drawers/Vanity-stlye Dresser/Stool/Mirror. Rosewood
inlay.Original brass hardware. Good condition. $995.
828-200-1160 or highlandsnative@yahoo.com

CRAFTSMAN 10" RADIAL ARM SAW WITH
STAND.  Old but used very little. Excellent working
condition. $150.  828/787-2177.

COLONIAL GLASS – set of 12 Sherbet Gob-

515 Wyanoak Drive • Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268

tinarogers@nctv.com

Michael David Rogers
Native grown trees and plants

Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance

WAYAH Insurance Group
Auto- Business- Home- Life- Health

526-3713
800-333-5188

www.wayah.com
Professional • Local

Great Service • Great Prices 2/5

Edwards Electrical
Service of Highlands

526-5147

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•$17 weekly $17 weekly

•See CLASSIFIEDS page 20
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• SERVICE DIRECTORY•$17 weekly $17 weekly

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled

Self Storage
• Units Available •
Highlands Storage

Village
828-526-4555

828-369-7696 OR 828-371-1691

Driveway – Road Repair
Tractor • Backhoe Work
Gravel Hauled & Spread

Drainage • Water Mitigation
Reasonable Rates.

Free Estimates!
Call (828) 421-6608

Local with references

Cleaning Professionals
You Can Trust!

Residential • Rentals

Stephanie Murray
Call 828-421-2353
for an appointment

Nails – Tanning
Spray Tans

The only tanning salon serving
Highlands and Cashiers!

Mon,-Sat, – 10 to 6
Walk-ins Welcome

Manager Jenna Schmitt, Nail
Technician

616 Pierson Drive
Highlands • 526-8266

lets, and dessert plates. $35. Call 526-4063.
WATER PURIFYING CHLORINATOR PUMP with large heavy

duty plastic holding tank. Was $75. Now $50. Call Randy at 828-488-
2193.

PLASTIC OUTDOOR TABLE: Hunter green 36"x36" in like new
condition. $10. Call Randy at 828-488-2193.

TWO ELECTRIC WATER COOLERS for sale. Approximately 38"
tall x 12" square. Put bottled water on top. $50 each. OBO. Call 526-3262

FREE  BRICK FRONT  FOR BUILT-IN FIREPLACE. W-68",H-
52" Call:828-349-3320

LENOX SPICE JARS, full set mint condition, original price $45
each. Also jewelry call 369-0498. 7-9 p.m.

GEISHA GIRL NIPPON TEAPOT, rattan bails handle circa 1891-
1921, Creamer/Covered Sugar Set, Tea set/ rice bowls 369-0498 7-9
p.m.

THREE “HOUSE OF DENMARK” BOOKCASES  – walnut, 3’ x
6’, containing TV, tape player, turn table, radio/CD. Sold as an entertain-
ment unit including 2 Advent speakers. $550. Call 526-9273.

MISC. ITEMS – Various proof coin sets, old 78 LP, Old Walt Disney
movies (never opened); Girls’ bicycle; Collectible Basketball Cards (nev-
er opened). Call 526-9123.

MASSEY FERGUSON DIESEL DELUXE 35 WITH POWER
STEERING. Completely  rebuilt, repainted, new tires. Includes scrape
blade, and an 8,000 lbs. tandem axle trailer. Sharp Package! $6,000.
Call (828)526-1684 and leave message.

ANTIQUE CHERRY DINING TABLE – drop-leaf. rope carved
legs. Seats 4-10 people. $1,500 obo  828-787-1515

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1989 MERCEDES 560-SL – 2-door, hardtop convertible. excellent
condition. Only 70,000 miles. Always garaged. Black/gray leather.
$15,000. (770) 827-0450,4/29

2005 PT CRUISER LIMITED, 24,000 miles, excellent condition, 4
cyl turbo, automatic, power, moon-roof,rear spoiler, metallic gold exterior,
taupe leather interior $9,398. Call 828 625-8111 4/16

SERVICES

RON’S HYDRO-SEEDING – Small Job Specilist. Call 828-524-

3976. 4/23
HOUSEKEEPING. Excellent references. Call Justyne (828) 526-

4313 or Kathie (828) 526-3l8l. 4/2
MILT’S LAWN SERVICE – lawn mowing & weed eating, yard

cleaning & light hauling. Call Milton at 828-421-7919 or Bill at 828-524-
8659. 4/16

DRIVEWAY – ROAD REPAIR – Tractor-Backhoe work, Drainage
– Water Mitigation, Gravel Hauled.Reasonable Rates.Free Estimates.
Local with references. Call (828) 421-6608. 4/16

24-HOUR CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE. – Companionship,
showers, cooking, doctor appts. and shopping. Will travel to accomodate.
Call Mrs. Myers. 828-349-3479 or 828-342-1603.4/30

HANDYMAN SPECIAL – Repairs and Remodeling, Electrical and
Plumbing, Carpentry and more. Low prices. For free estimate call 828-
342-7864.

RELIABLE CHILD CARE IN MY HOME – Minutes from Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. Daily/Weekly. 12 years experience, referemces and
Early Childhood credentials. $5 per hour for first child, $10 a day for
second sibling. Call 743-2672.

HOUSEKEEPING – Saturday and Sunday mornings. Call Kim at
828-482-2105.

LANDSCAPE CLEANUP – leafs, gutters and more. Call Juan at
200-9249 or 526-8525.

COMPLETE LAWN SERVICE - All Levels of Lawn Care at Com-
petitive Rates . Design, Installation, & Maintenance. No Job Too Small or
Too Large. 30 Years Experience. For Free Quotes, References, or
Scheduling, Please  Call: 526-1684.

CLOCK REPAIR - Antique or modern, complicated antique clocks
are my specialty.  Experienced and dependable with housecalls avail-
able. Call 706.754.9631. Joseph McGahee, Clockmaker.

FIREWOOD “Nature Dried” Call 526-2251.
HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL HEMLOCK WOOLLY ADELGID

TREATMENT & FERTILIZATION – Great Results by J&J Lawn and
Landscaping services. NC Licensed Applicator, Highlands, NC 828-
526-2251.

J&J  LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES – total lawn care
and landscaping company. 20 years serving Highlands area. 828-526-
2251.

HIGHLANDS SHUTTLE SERVICE – Atlanta Airport Shuttle. Drive
- Away •  Auto Delivery. All Out-of-Town Trips Driving Services. Call 526-
8078.

A little known law dealing with the use of wireless tele-
phones for drivers under the age of 18 went into effect on
July 1, 2008 and law enforcement officers are enforcing it.

“Unlawful use of a mobile phone by persons under 18
years of age” refers to the use of any technology that provides
access to digital media including a camera, electronic mail,
music, Internet or games as well as mobile phones (cell
phones) and hands-free cell phone paraphernalia.

No one under the age of 18 years can operate a motor
vehicle on a public street or highway or public vehicular area
while using a mobile telephone or any additional technolo-
gy associated with a mobile telephone while the vehicle is in
motion. They can use them in a in a stationary vehicle.

The only exception to the rule is for an emergency when
an under 18 year-old driver may be talking to an emergency
response operator; a hospital, physician’s office, or health
clinic; a public or privately owned ambulance company or
service; a fire department; or a law enforcement agency or a
parent or legal guardian.

The fine is $25 and this is an offense to which a defen-
dant may waive the right to a hearing or trial and admit
responsibility for the infraction. In addition, no drivers li-
cense points, insurance surcharge, or court costs shall be
assessed as a result of a violation

The law applies to mobile hands-free devices, too. Ex-
cept for emergency situations, drivers under the age of 18
can’t use a wireless telephone, pager, laptop or any other
electronic communication or mobile services device to speak
or text while driving in any manner, even hands-free.

The law is stricter for drivers under the age of 18 —
provisional drivers – because statistics show that teen drivers
are more likely than older drivers to be involved in crashes
because they lack driving experience and tend to take greater
risks. Teen drivers are vulnerable to driving distractions such
as talking with passengers, eating or drinking, and talking or
texting on wireless phones, which increase the chance of
getting involved in serious vehicle crashes.

Police to crack down
on use of cell phones
by drivers under 18

• CLASSIFIEDS •

•See CELL PHONES page 21
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The following are the Highlands Police Dept. log entries for
March 23-28. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-
3 misdemeanor, or public officials have been used.

March 23
• At 8 a.m., the breaking and entering with larceny was reported at

a residence on Shelby Court where two diamond rings valued at $2,900
were missing.

• At 2:34 p.m., officers responded to a call of two suspicious people
in the yard of a residence on Pierson Drive. It was unfounded.

March 24
• At 10:30 p.m., officers found a door opened at a residence on

Foreman Road. There was no problem.
March 27

• At 11:16 a.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident in
Highlands Plaza. There were no injuries.

• Officers assisted with an investigation of a breaking and entering at
a residence on Dillard Road.

• Officers assisted with the drug dog at Highlands School where
“past presence” was indicated by K9 Ruby.

March 28
• Officers responded to a call for service for a resident on Satulah

Road concerning construction workers across the road.
• At 8:05 p.m., officers followed a car on Main Street whose right

passenger door was open while the vehicle was moving. They followed
it to where it parked at Main and Second streets at which point a woman
got out of the car and sat on the stone steps along the road. At that point,
officers learned that the woman had been hit in the mouth by the male
driver.

• At 8:09 p.m., Jesse Boyd Coffeen, 29, of Franklin, was arrested
for assault on a female and was held on a secured $1,000 domestic
violence bond.
• During the week, officers issued 9 citations and responded to 4 alarms.

The following are the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log
entries for the week of March 24-30

March 24
• The dept. responded to a fire alarm at the Fidelia Eckerd Center.

It was set when a water pipe burst.
March 29

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at
a residence on Blue Valley Road. The victim was transported to the
hospital.

March 30
• The dept. assisted the Cashiers Fire Dept. with a controlled burn

of a structure.

• POLICE & FIRE •

• FUN & GAMES •
PseudoCube©

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged

in three layers with 9 numbers each. These numbers are
arranged in a special pattern: For each layer, the sum of
the three numbers in each row, column or diagonal, is 3
times its center number. Eight diagonals connect all 3 lay-
ers by running through the center number of the middle
layer. Each diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling the to-
tal of the three center numbers. One of the diagonals is
shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and

the other numbers given. Now pour a cup of coffee, pick up
a pencil and eraser and try to figure out where the other
numbers belong. Good Luck!

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com.

Mystery Word
Having Stability

Across
1.Bright as ____ (3)
2. Positive Answer (3)
3. Oriental Beverage (3)
4. “Is” (Fr.) (3)

Down
5. Positive answer (Medieval) (3)

Solution to #AN1A in March 26 issue

#AN1A Level of Difficulty – Easy

Hex-a-Ku© 2009

OBJECT:
A mystery word or phrase using all different letters

is designated by circled squares (other short words will
appear when solving, for which a list of meanings is
provided). Every puzzle has a different mystery word or
phrase (no spaces). Assign different letters to each
square of each column and row. In addition, 3x2 cells in
the puzzle layout have the same different letters. (This
is similar to Sudoku but uses letters instead of numbers.)

How to Solve:
Determine the different letters among those given.

Write in the mystery word using the clue and these
letters. Other small words will appear in the puzzle. As
in conventional crossword puzzles, a list of meanings
for these Across/Down words is given and number
positions shown. Doing them will speed up your solution
to the puzzle. Using your powers of induction, inference
and insight, place missing letters in blank squares
according to the rules noted above. Focus your attention
where the least number of letters are needed to complete
a row, column or cell.

Solution to March 26 Hex-a-Ku

by Pete Sarjeant and Don Cookby Pete Sarjeant and Don Cook

... CELL PHONES from page 20
Young people are rarely focused enough at that age to

multi-task while operating a vehicle,” said Highlands Police
Chief Bill Harrell. “Most adults even have a hard enough
time, much less a person just learning the rules of the road,
and getting acclimated to a vehicle. Most accidents are caused
by distractions, and putting that devise in the hands of an
inexperienced driver is increasing the chances of serious
crashes beyond justification.”

Harrell said the police department will be diligent in
enforcing the offense for the safety of motor vehicle opera-
tors, passengers & pedestrians alike, he said.

Parents cannot override the law by giving their children
permission to use the phones or hands-free features whether
built into the car or not, while driving, and the law applies to
all 18-year-olds whether they are emancipated or still living
with their parents.

Using a hands-free deivce is considered a “secondary
violation meaning that a law enforcement officer can cite a
driver for using a hands-free wireless phone if pulled over for
another violation.

However, the prohibition against using a handheld wire-
less telephone while driving is a “primary” violation for
which a law enforcement officer can pull a driver over.

These North Carolina laws apply to all drivers under the
age of 18 whether they are NC  drivers or out-of-state drivers
whose home states do not have such laws.

– Kim Lewicki
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Highlands students graduate from
DARE program

To encourage a drug-free life, fifth-graders in Macon County schools participate in
the year-long DARE program sponsored by the county law enforcement offices.
This year’s DARE Graduation was Thursday, March 26 at Highlands School.  High-
lands School Resource Officer Ronnie Castle is also the DARE Officer and he pre-
sided over the ceremony.  A total of 36 5th-graders were awarded DARE certifi-
cates.  Chase Harris, Carson Pair, Whitney Billingsley, Sarah Henry, and Allie Wilkes
read their DARE essays.  Ezra Herz, a senior, also spoke to the DARE graduates
about his experiences living a drug-free life, and he encouraged the students to
stand up for each other and support each other to help them resist the temptation
to do drugs or alcohol. Pictured above is Highlands School Asst. Principal Jim
Draheim, Principal Brian Jetter, Highlands Police Chief Bill Harrell and Highlands
School senior, Ezra Herz.

Thirty-five 5th grade students graduated from the program.
Photos by Carol Bowen

... LETTERS continued from page 2
public review and publication. County
Commissioner Brian McClellan, a voting
member of the TDC, correctly stated that
each member of the TDC had access to the
Chamber of Commerce budget, since each
is a member of the Chamber. Furthermore,
Chamber Executive Director Bob Kieltyka
informed the TDC that the Chamber bud-
get was available to the members of the
TDC for use in generating the occupancy
tax budget provided the document be treat-
ed confidentially as a private document not
subject to publication.

The Highlands Newspaper has often
stated that Occupancy Tax funds and
Chamber of Commerce funds are comin-
gled. This is incorrect. The funds from each
operation are accounted for in separate ac-
counting programs, diligently monitored,
and as previously stated professionally au-
dited annually.

Since the Chamber of Commerce and
the Highlands Visitor Center, which is fi-
nanced by the Occupancy Tax, share com-
mon housing there is a division of over-
head costs divided between the two opera-
tions based on use. Each line item in the re-
spective budgets reflects the varying per-
centage division of costs. For example, an

estimated 70% of the physical plant is dedi-
cated to Visitor Center operations thus 70%
of physical plant expenses are paid by the
Visitor Center. Operation of the Visitor
Center is a Chamber responsibility as stip-
ulated in the Chamber contract with Ma-
con County.

Lastly, the Highlands Chamber of
Commerce has served Macon County as
administrator of that portion of the occu-
pancy tax collected in the Highlands Dis-
trict since 1986.

In 2008 the County Commissioners
appointed the Highlands TDC to provide
the commissioners with additional over-
sight of the administration of the program
by the Highlands Chamber and as stated in
the TDC By-Laws: “The TDC shall be an ad-
visory commission established by the
Board of Commissioners of the County of
Macon to serve at its pleasure pursuant to
the North Carolina General Statues Sec-
tion 153A-76.”

Bob Kieltyka
 Executive Director

Highlands Area
Chamber of Commerce

Gary Drake
Chairman Highlands TDC

When Dr. John M. Smith re-
tired to Cashiers from St. Simon’s
Island, Ga., last year, he knew he
didn’t want to let a lifetime of
knowledge go to waste. Smith had
heard about the Community Care
Clinic, which serves low-income,
uninsured people in the Cashiers,
Highlands and surrounding re-
gion. So the internist got his North
Carolina limited license and im-
mediately began volunteering at
the free clinic.

Now, he works about once a
month on Thursday nights, help-
ing anyone from the working man he helped
diagnose with diabetes to the woman who
feared she had breast cancer learn it was a
false alarm.

“It allows me to continue to do what I
know best, and that’s to practice medicine,”
Smith said. “I enjoy it and there’s a need, so
it’s very rewarding for both the patients and
us who volunteer.”

Retired doctors looking to help at the
area’s Community Care Clinic need only to
secure a limited license in North Carolina in
order to volunteer at the free clinic. Help is
greatly needed there, Smith said, and getting
a limited license is relatively easy, thanks to
the N.C. Medical Board’s computerized ap-
plication process.

“A lot of doctors retire and have a knowl-

With limited license retired doctors
can volunteer

Dr. John M.
Smith

edge base that is not going away,
and it catalyzes them to stay up
with what’s going on in the world
of medicine,” Smith said, encour-
aging fellow doctors to get in-
volved. “No question about it: it is
a very positive experience.”

The clinic is open every Thurs-
day from 5-9 p.m. Many people are
involved – from doctors to nurses,
translators and administrative
workers – all helping ensure that
people in this region receive the
medical help they need.

Jerry Hermanson, clinic di-
rector, said doctors – particularly those with
a primary care specialty – are needed. Last
year, the clinic saw 1,499 visits, up from 1,393
in 2007 and 824 in 2006. The numbers con-
tinue to rise, and especially as the economy
worsens, more and more people are expect-
ed to seek help.

“We need more doctors like John Smith
to volunteer at the Community Care Clin-
ic,” Hermanson said. “A North Carolina lim-
ited license is an easy way for a retired doctor
to continue giving back right here in the
Cashiers-Highlands area. They are providing
such a tremendous service to people who are
often desperate. Everyone deserves basic
health care.”

To volunteer at the clinic or make a tax-
deductible donation, call (828) 526-1991.

• BIZ NEWS •
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The Falls on Main
526-5210

highlandswine@nctv.comwww.chambersagency.net

The

Chambers
Agency
Realtors

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

Phone: 526-3717
Toll Free: 1-888-526-3717

401 N 5th St, Highlands

Drake’s
Diamond Gallery
– For the luxury of custom jewelry

WWWWWanda H. Drakeanda H. Drakeanda H. Drakeanda H. Drakeanda H. Drake
~ Custom designed jewelry featuring diamonds
of every size and shape, colored stones, pearls

& sterling silver
~ Offering appraisals and repairs ~ Insurance

replacements
~ Open year round, Tuesday through Saturday,

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
152 South Second Street

828-526-5858 or 404-668-4380
drakesdiamonds@yahoo.com

526-2400
520 East Main Street

Fresh baked breakfast
croissants, biscuits and wraps

every morning!

WWW.NCHIGHLANDS.NET

Bert Mobley
Harry Norman Realtors

828 200-0846
bert.mobley@harrynorman.com

A one-stop site for all you need
to know about Highlands and

real estate in the area

370 Main Street
Highlands, NC  * 28741

(828) 526-3788

OPEN LATE
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Monday-Thursday:
11 a.m. ‘til 5 p.m

Friday & Saturday:
11 a.m. ‘til 9 p.m.
Closed Sundays

• BIZ NEWS •

U.S. 64 east
(past the crossroads on the left)

Horacio’s
Italian Family Restaurant
Pastas • Pizza • Steak • Seafood

828-743-2792
Starts at $12

Panini Express
Specialty Sandwiches

Combo Special $7.50 (all included)
828-743-2121

In Cashiers!

Agents from two top firms
in Highlands are joining forces
on May 1. Meadows Mountain
Realty is pleased to announce the
affiliation of Doug Helms of
Blackrock Realty Group. Doug
has 10 years of experience in the
general real estate market in
Highlands, has consistently been
one of the top producing agents
in the Highlands-Cashiers Mar-
ket and currently represents over
$24 million of listing inventory.

Doug has unequaled customer relation-
ships with his buyers and sellers providing
the best level of knowledge and understand-
ing of real estate in today’s unusual econom-
ic environment. Doug is the only broker in
Highlands who has earned both the GRI
(Graduate Realtor Institute) and the CRS
(Certified Residential Specialist) designations
from the National Association of Realtors.

Doug Helms

These two designations required
many hours of additional educa-
tion and training, demonstrating
Doug’s high level of dedication to
his profession. “We are so pleased
to have a professional of Doug’s
stature joining our Team at Mead-
ows Mountain Realty. Combin-
ing his talents with those of our
existing Team will only make our
company stronger.” said Judy
Michaud, Broker-in-charge and

Owner of the company.
Meadows Mountain Realty was the

number one firm in Highlands in 2008 and
continues that trend in 2009. The Team at
Meadows Mountain Realty provides the
most aggressive marketing available and the
addition of Doug Helms will provide custom-
ers with additional sales support and effort
in marketing their homes and property.

Helms joins Meadows Mountain

ing the AYP,” he said.
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) measures

the yearly progress of different groups of stu-
dents at the school, district, and state levels
against yearly targets in reading/language arts
and mathematics.

Highlands School met all 13 of the 13
targets for AYP, but Brigman wants every
school in the district to hit each of its goals.

Brigman also wants 100% ABC growth
targets met in each school with every child
reading and doing math at or above grade
level by the end of Grade 3.

Students in grades 3-8 must complete
state end-of-grade tests in reading and math-
ematics at the conclusion of each school year.

Student performance on the state’s end-
of-grade tests is reported in levels ranging
from I-IV. Students are considered to be at or
above grade level if they receive a score of
Achievement Level III or IV on the state’s tests.

At the high school level students enrolled
in the following courses must complete state
ABCs End-of-Course tests at the conclusion
of each course: English I, Algebra I, Algebra II,
Geometry, Biology, Chemistry, Physical Sci-
ence, Physics, Civics and Economics, and US
History.

Student performance on the state’s end-
of-course tests is reported in levels ranging
from I-IV. Students are considered to be at or
above grade level if they receive a score of
Achievement Level III or IV on the state’s tests.

“I believe the integration of Instruction-
al Facilitators in grades K-8 will particularly
help us reach these goals,” he said.

Instruction Facilitators would leave their
assigned classroom for two years but will
guaranteed their old job after the two-year
stint.

Brigman said optimally he would like
to use the district’s National Board Certified
Teachers because they represent the best of
the best, but guidelines concerning their pay
status as it applies to their subject require-
ments under the NBCT classification are
unclear.

“We need to see if they can continue re-
ceiving their NBCT pay grade as facilitators if
they’re not teaching in their specific subject
field,” said Brigman.

BOE member Frieda Bennett said she’s
sure there won’t be a lack of interest on teach-
ers’ parts but she said it is paramount to guar-
antee those who agree to participate in the
program their jobs back in their respective
classrooms. She also said that if the NBCT
aspect represents a snag, there are likely plenty
of teachers who would qualify.

The Instruction Facilitators are not go-
ing to be evaluators, but rather support fig-
ures for teachers. Brigman said using eight
teachers currently employed and shifting
them to the new position paid for by federal
funds rather than state funds, the district can
satisfy at least some of the state’s demand for
$430,000 is discretionary cuts.

“On paper we’re moving personnel, sav-
ing jobs instead of cutting them and can pay
them out of federal stimulus money we are
entitled to rather than state funds,” he said.

Teachers interested in the applying for
the new positions should contact the admin-
istration in Franklin. There will be a two-
week training period required — one week
in July and one week in June.

“I’m hoping interested teachers come
forward,” said Brigman.

— Kim Lewicki

... NEW ROLE continued from page 14
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