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This Week in Highlands

•See BUDGET page 9

•See HIGHLANDS page 3

– Highlands School Class of 2009 –

Graduation is Saturday, June 13 in the new gym at Highlands School. See the special pull-out section on pages 16-17.

Thursday-Friday, June 11-12
• Pottery workshop at The Bascom from

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 526-4949.
Thursday, June 11
• The story of Nance Dude at PAC at

7:30 p.m. Call 526-9047 for tickets.
• Taize services at 5:30 pm, at Our Lady

of the Mountains Catholic Church.
• A book signing featuring master ceramic

artist Mark Hewitt will be 5-7 p.m. at The Bas-
com.

• The Zahner Series welcomes author
John Yow 7 pm at the Nature Center.

Saturday, June 13
• A pottery-making bonanza 9 a.m. to

noon at The Bascom.Call 526-4949.
• A free World Wide Knit   celebration 2 to

4 p.m. on the terrace at The Bascom. Bring
chair and yarn or fiber project. Call 526-4949

• John Collette Fine Arts will host  a gala
to benefit the H-C Chamber Music Festival
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 381 Main Street.

• Highlands Greenway Annual Meeting
and Picnicat 5 p.m. at the picnic shelter at the
south end of the Recreation Park.

Sunday-Friday, June 14-19
• Vacation Bible School at Clear Creek

Baptist Church from 7 – 9 p.m. nightly. All ages
are invited, including adults.

Sunday, June 14
• A Courtyard Poetry Reading at Summit

One Gallery on S. 2nd Street from 2-4 p.m.
• Christ Anglican Church Annual Wel-

come Back Picnic at The Summer Chapel,
Whiteside Cove Road. Arrive by 12:30, ser-
vice begins at 1 p.m. with a picnic to follow.

Monday – Wednesday, June 15-17
• Community Bible Church’s summer

ARTS camp is for children. 9am – noon. Call
526-4685.

Tuesday, June 16
• “Junior Ecologists” day camp at the

Nature Center. June 16-19, 10 am – 4 pm daily.
Call 526-2623.

• The Highlands  Audubon Society field
trip. Meet at the public parking area next to the
Town Hall at 7:30 a.m. Call Brock Hutchins at
828-787-1387.

Thursday, June 18 – Sunday, July 5
• At Highlands Playhouse, The Taffetas,

Tues.-Sun, 8 p.m. and 2 p.m. Sunday. Call
526-2695.

Macon County Commission-
ers figure they’re doing something
right – only one person showed up
for the public hearing on the pro-
posed FY 2009-2010 budget.

Likewise, no one spoke about

the modifications to the flood ordi-
nance during its public hearing, ei-
ther, on Monday, June 8.

The board has had a number
of budget worksessions over the
past several weeks to both tweak and

discuss additions not in the budget
proposed by County Manager Jack
Horton.

Horton said changes to the
budget that came out of the work-
sessions – at which formal deci-

sions can’t be decided — will be
available in written form prior to
the June 23 commission meeting.

County Planner Jack Morgan

Highlands on front burner at county meeting

The Town Board met for its first
budget worksession Wednesday, to
go over the 2009-2010 budget
proposed by Town Manager Jim
Fatland.

No action can be taken in a
worksession, but suggested
amendments could be made at the
regular June 17 Town Board
meeting.

Fatland told the board he based
the proposed budget – both
expenditures and revenues – on the
outcome of January’s retreat “which
set the stage for an aggressive agenda
to address several planning issues.”

One major change, based on
ongoing Finance and Public Works
committee meetings, is to phase out
the town’s practice of transferring

Electric Fund Reserves to offset
Water Fund Operations over the
next three years and work on
making the Water Fund a true
enterprise fund to enable the
department to stand on its own.

Under that scenario, water
rates would increase by $4 a month.

2009-’10 budget calls for no tax increase
Town Hall to open at 462 Dillard Road, Monday, June 15
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• LETTERS •• FORUM •

Dr. Dan Brigman, Superintendent
With the downturn in the economy

and millions of dollars in reductions from
state funding for school districts across the
state, Macon County Public Schools faces
the formidable challenge of doing more for
a lot less money. The yearlong budget pro-
cess has been especially difficult due to
funding uncertainties from federal, state
and local funding sources. Due to all of the
unknowns, this has been the most chal-
lenging budget process I have encountered
in the seven years I’ve served as an adminis-
trator at the district level, five as superinten-
dent. Our declining financial circumstanc-
es have been a tremendous challenge for
our schools and the district this year as we
have been forced to make unexpected re-
versions to the state out of this year’s fund-
ing. In total, our school system had to revert
$297,060 back to the state between Decem-
ber 2008 and May 2009. We now stand by
while our governor and other state-level
leaders face the very complex task of pre-
paring the budget for the new fiscal year.

Some of our leading challenges we
now face include the numerous uncertain-
ties with the state budget, along with the
strings that are attached to the federal stim-
ulus funds.

I have met on several occasions with
our County Manager and Commissioners
this spring in an attempt to develop a bud-
get suitable for our local revenue base. Add-
ed to the challenges of meeting the budget
shortfall is the continued use of our undes-
ignated reserves for reoccurring expenses,
including salaries for employees.

Based on the proposed House of Repre-
sentative’s plan, the number of state-paid
certified teaching positions allocated to Ma-
con County would be reduced by 23. In-
cluded in the initial House proposal is a re-
duction in funding for teacher assistants of
$432,746. This dollar reduction would re-
sult in the loss of approximately 15 teacher
assistant positions. With all the impending
state funding cuts, particularly if the House
proposal becomes a reality, County Com-
missioners were informed last Wednesday
during a budget work session that Macon
County Public Schools could see a tremen-
dous shortfall from state funding, particu-
larly in certified and non-certified posi-
tions. In addition, non-instructional sup-
port would be reduced by one position,
eight months of assistant principal employ-

ment would be lost, and there would be
other reductions across state funding cate-
gories. We have very little control over what
happens at the state level, but we will con-
tinue to do everything within our capability
to utilize all available resources while being
as creative as we can to cover classroom re-
quirements.

Up until this point, we have been very
fortunate to avoid layoffs within our dis-
trict; however, most individuals understand
that the potential is coming pending the
outcome of our state budget. To prepare lo-
cally for the funding shortfalls, we have al-
ready reduced the number of positions
within our school system by one principal
allocation, two assistant principal posi-
tions, and six certified teaching positions
following retirements and resignations. Ad-
ditional cuts were made across the board,
some more painful than others, in order to
meet the projected shortfall in local, state
and federal funds. Cuts in travel, workshop
expenses and supplies are often much easi-
er to address than having to lose teaching
positions or educational programs.

Budget cuts also cost instructional
equipment, instructional supplies, class-

State budget cuts will seriously impactState budget cuts will seriously impactState budget cuts will seriously impactState budget cuts will seriously impactState budget cuts will seriously impact
Macon County SchoolsMacon County SchoolsMacon County SchoolsMacon County SchoolsMacon County Schools

Superintendent asks citizens to contact rSuperintendent asks citizens to contact rSuperintendent asks citizens to contact rSuperintendent asks citizens to contact rSuperintendent asks citizens to contact repreprepreprepresentativesesentativesesentativesesentativesesentatives

•SeeFORUM page 3

Dear Editor
I just read Michelle Mead-Armor’s

impassioned defense of France in response
to Fred Wooldridge’s column in the May 28
issue entitled “Fu Ku.”

It seems to me she left out a few things.
She neglected to mention the Jews that

French collaborators rounded up for the
Nazi’s. But that was a long time ago.

But she missed some more recent
events as well. It is hard to remember
everything.

She neglected to mention that France
installed a nuclear reactor in Iraq knowing
full well what Saddam intended to do with
it. But hey money was involved. And she
neglected to mention that France joined

In defense of Fred
with Russia in knowingly flaunting the UN
oil for food program. Perhaps the French
have trouble identifying foodstuffs.

And she neglected to mention that our
wonderful NATO ally refused permission
for our pilots to fly over the graves in
Normandy when we struck Libya after
Libya killed hundreds of women and
children when they bombed a plane over
Scotland.

I have no doubt that Ms. Mead-Armor
intended to include those items. I guess
space was at a premium.
Please tell Fred to keep writing.

Mike Nims
Cashiers    

Dear Editor,
In your paper last week you had a photo-

graph entitled “Fallen soldiers remembered”
and right under that was a letter from Mark
Lassiter who was complaining about some-
thing your columnist Don Swanson had writ-
ten. He was going on about how bad we be-
came under the Bush-Cheney era; about the
4,000 dead US servicemen and scores of thou-
sands of dead Iraqi civilians; how the Bush ad-
ministration has left us broke and how Bin
Laden and his group is still free and so on.

But what about how broke we now are

due to THIS administration? What about the
scores of thousands of Iraqis killed under Sad-
dam? As for torture, why wasn’t there as much
stink made when Daniel Pearl was forced to
speak into a camera before he was beheaded?
How we get information that protects our sol-
diers and our people should not be something
we broadcast all over the world.

It is a shame that this letter was printed
right under a piece to honor our fallen sol-
diers! Stand at a graveside and watch a wife or
mother receive the flag that was draped over
their loved one’s coffin, or look on a mother’s
face when she is told that her son or daughter
will not be coming home ever again, or stand
beside a friend as he or she dies to protect the
rights and freedoms of those who would com-
plain about how their government protects
them, or about how their government pro-
tects its soldiers!

I have a question for those who think we
treat those who would do us harm too harsh-
ly. How many people have died from water-
boarding? How many have survived a behead-
ing?

I have listened to people complain about
the murders that take place around the globe
by the leaders of a country and they want to
know why no one can take that leader out of
power, Well Saddam was one such leader —
killing his own people. But when a chance
was taken to remove him, suddenly it is not
what people want? It does not matter to me
how we got there, we are there, so why not
leave it better than we found it? Now that we
are there, why not make the best of what we
can?

Johnny Owens
Highlands

Shame on you, Highlands’ Newspaper
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“T“T“T“T“The Lodge”he Lodge”he Lodge”he Lodge”he Lodge”
Built in 2000, addition and re-

model in 2005. 3 bedroom, 3 Trav-
ertine baths, 2 half baths. 34-foot
beams, 10-foot wide stone fireplace,
2,000 sq. ft. of covered deck.

Feels like a “lodge.” Lots of win-
dows, light & airy. Ground floor mas-
ter, 11 x 13 custom closet. 34’ x 14’
loft, great bunk room.

Over 1 acre, creekside, circular
drive, ample parking. Downstairs –
2-car garage, 24’ x 11’ workshop,
plus 700 sq. ft. partly finished with
heat/air.

Wonderful community part of
N.C. “planned community act.” Rea-
sonable protective covenants.

Less than 4 miles to Main Street,
Highlands.

Directions:Directions:Directions:Directions:Directions:
Less than 4 miles from Main

Street. Turn south on N.C. 106, go
2.7 miles, turn right on Owl Gap

Road. Go 1.2 miles and follow the
“Open House” signs.

Open Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.Open Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.Open Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.Open Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.Open Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

$950,000$950,000$950,000$950,000$950,000
Open HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen House

Don’t be bashful...MDon’t be bashful...MDon’t be bashful...MDon’t be bashful...MDon’t be bashful...MAAAAAKKKKKE OE OE OE OE OFFFFFFFFFFEEEEERRRRR
Owner Financing AOwner Financing AOwner Financing AOwner Financing AOwner Financing Availablevailablevailablevailablevailable

828-526-9622
npvh@netzero.net

• ENGAGEMENT •

Mr. and Mrs. Joel
Porter, of

Highlands, are
pleased to

announce the
engagement of
their daughter,

Emily Porter, to
Calab Bowers,
son of Mr. and

Mrs. Dennis
Bowers, of

Franklin. Calab
and Emily are
planning their

wedding for
October 24th at

First Baptist
Church of

Highlands.

Porter
and

Bowers
to wed

... FORUM continued
from page 2
room furniture and materials, instructional
technology, as well as staff development.

Simply put, there are three main fund-
ing sources for the school system: state, lo-
cal and federal money. About 71 percent of
the funding comes from the state, and
mostly funds salaries, and instructional
supplies and materials. Unfortunately,
these funding cuts have a direct impact on
students. With the House of Representatives
proposed 7.5 percent funding cuts to school
transportation departments, there is a
strong likelihood of longer bus routes and
fewer bus stops because of consolidation of
pickup points. Worse case scenario, school
officials may even have to park school bus-
es occasionally, making transportation to
and from school the responsibility of par-
ents.

Many individuals have responded to
the news regarding the budget proposals of
the NC House and Senate by contacting
your legislators to express your concerns
and ideas. Thank you for taking time to do
that. Your views mean a great deal to legisla-
tors who are wrestling with very difficult
choices this year. When Gov. Perdue and
the Senate presented their budgets for the
2009-11 biennium, the State’s revenue fore-
cast projected a very large shortfall (esti-
mated to be $1.4 billion). By the time the
House began deliberations on its budget,
the revenue forecast was worse. Today, the
state’s revenue forecast projects a pending
deficit of $4.6 billion, and House leadership
is identifying $1 billion in cuts to public
school funds (plus additional reductions of
up to $467 million to be covered by federal
recovery/stabilization funds). Other parts
of state government also will be cut to fill
this gap between spending needs and ex-
pected tax revenues. In FY 2008-09, public
school funding accounts for 38 percent of
the State’s General Fund, or a total of $7.98
billion. Ninety percent of public school
funding is spent on salaries and benefits.
Here’s where the money comes from to
support public schools:

• General Fund Appropriations:
$ 7,816,143,933
• Class Size Reduction – Lottery:
$99,399,385
• More at Four – Lottery:
$84,635,709
• Average Daily Membership Fund
Corporate Taxes:
$60,500,000
• Civil Fines and Forfeitures:
$138,362,790

(School Technology $18 million and State
Public School Fund $120.3 million)

• Sales Tax:
$46,300,000
• Total State Education Budget:
$ 8,245,341,827
Note: Lottery funds also support capital

projects and scholarships. 2.24 percent of
the public schools’ operating budget is sup-
ported by the lottery.

•See FORUM page 8

... HIGHLANDS continued from page 1
was on hand to explain the amendment to
the flood ordinance which commissioners
have said all along is an “evolving ordinance.”

“We said there would be on-going
changes and this is one of them,” said Com-
mission Chair Ronnie Beale.

Section F – Floodways and non-en-
croachment areas – had to be amended to
include allowable encroachments in the
floodways like bridge crossings and sewer and
utility line crossings, said Morgan, which as
written wouldn’t be allowed.

“We have to allow for those sorts of
things,” he said.

So now the ordinance reads: No en-
croachments, including fill, new construc-
tion, substantial improvements and other
developments shall be permitted provided
that it is demonstrated that the proposed en-
croachment wouldn’t result in any increase
of flood levels during the occurrence of the
base flood based on hydrologic analyses per-
formed in accordance with standard engi-
neering practice and presented to the Flood-
plain Administrator prior to issuance of flood-
plain development permit or, a Conditional
Letter of Map Revision has been approved by
FEMA. A Letter of map Revision must also be
obtained upon completion of the proposed
encroachment.

Morgan said it’s important to remem-
ber the amendment affects the floodway, not
the floodplain. The floodway is the area clos-
er to the river.

The board voted unanimously to accept

the amendment.
During Evelyn Southard’s Finance pre-

sentation, in which budget amendments are
traditionally made, discussion ensued about
using fund balance money to finance im-
provements at Highlands School – as previ-
ously decided by the board.

Commissioner Bob Simpson suggested
that $275,000 of the $513,019 allotted for
Highlands from the fund balance to pay for
the new bathrooms, lighting and the soccer
field, be withheld pending the outcome of
the final state budget.

“Have any of you seen the email Super-
intendent Dan Brigman sent out?” he asked.
“It says that 26 state-paid teachers in Macon
County will be laid off and if that’s the case,
we may have to step up to the plate and fund
those positions ourselves,” he said. (See Brig-
man’s message, page 2.)

However, Chairman Beale said no one
knows for sure what the state will do. “We
don’t know if they will cut any teachers and
the soccer field in Highlands is something
the community deserves,” he said. “This has
been in the works for years now.”

Simpson clarified that he didn’t said to
withhold the funds forever, just until the state
discloses its final budget so the county knows
exactly how Macon County schools are af-
fected.

Beale said the bids for the soccer field
are to be opened Friday at 3 p.m. and when
accepted, the work is to take place while

•See HIGHLANDS page 6
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• LAUGHING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback is encouraged!
email:

askfredanything@aol.com

“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere

2 Entrances – Main Street and Oak • 828-787-2200

Open 7 days a week
for lunch and dinner

“Serving USDA prime steaks & seafood”

Ristorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante Paoletti
Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953

“Our bar is now open serving cocktails, beer & wine!”

Dinner Daily from 5:30 Reservations: 526.4906

474 Main Street • 526-3807 • Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

Closed Tuesdays
The Bistro – from 4 p.m. – wine & small plates

Dinner – from 5:30 p.m
Reservations suggested

CHEF WOLFGANG 
Former Executive Chef for

The Brennan’s Family of Commander’s Palace

Small plates & wine, beer and full bar

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center • 526-4429

Live Music Saturdays
International Cuisine

Cyprus Dinner: 5-10 nightly
(Open late weekends)

526-5525 • Highlands Plaza

Lunch Buffet: 11-3 • M~Th • $7.25
Special Lunch Menu: $5.99

Seafood Buffet: 11-3 • Fri • $8.25
Dinner:  Sun-Thur 3-9:30 • Fri & Sat 3-10

GOLDEN CHINA & SUSHI BAR
Serving
Wine,
Plum

Wine  &
Sake

Main St. & Lodging deliveries – $15 min.
Open 7 days /week

Music with Cy Timmons Fri.-Sat at 6 p.m.

Sunday Brunch 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch: 11-3 everyday

Dinner: 5 until every night except Wed. & Sun.

526-4188

Cy Timmons Live Friday & Saturday
6 ‘til closing

Hey, I’m only kidding.
Put away the tar
bucket and relax. If

you’re a regular reader, you
know I make fun of every-
thing. Since the Democrats
are in power, it’s their turn
in the barrel. Live with it.
Also, as our country be-
comes more polarized each
day, I realize making fun of
Democrats has more risk
than making fun of France.

Squirreled away in this
column is a whole bunch of
truth about people and their
firearms. Read it and be very,
very afraid. If you already own a gun, be
even more afraid.

Firearm sales have doubled and, in
some areas of our country, tripled. I’m not
surprised. Are more people taking up hunt-
ing? Is there a surge in gun collecting? Or
is everyone buying a gun for the purpose of
killing another human being? I’m sorry to
say it’s the latter. That’s why everyone
should be very, very afraid. There’s nothing
more scary or dangerous than an un-
trained amateur with a gun. As a police of-
ficer, I was more fearful of the armed and
frightened housewife who thought she
heard a noise than the person who made
the noise.

People are buying guns because
they’re afraid. They think, because of hard
times, people will start to get crazy and do
drastic things when they become desper-
ate, like break into their homes, or worse,
rob them. They’re right. Crime always in-
creases during hard times. Not only that,
people are afraid our Congress will soon
restrict the sale and ownership of firearms.
They’re right again.

I carried a gun on my hip or had one
squirreled away on my person most of my
adult life. Now, I’m done. I’m fortunate to
have never killed anyone, but that’s only
because I missed the bad guys during three
major shootouts and I was a SWAT officer.
That’s only one of the reasons to be afraid.

There are only a handful of well
trained and disciplined people, like police
officers and combat soldiers, who can kill
a human and not be affected. Most major
police departments require an officer who
has killed someone visit the departmental
shrink several times before being released
back to the street. Sometimes the officer is
suspended with pay because of the mental
trauma.

So while you’re buying that gun, re-
member it could become an instrument of
your own demise. And if you’re fortunate
enough to live through a shootout and kill
someone, remember what follows.

I know you must be wondering why,
in three gun battles, a highly trained SWAT

officer couldn’t hit his target.
I always scored expert at the
firing range. But during my
three shootouts, I was not on
a SWAT mission, but work-
ing undercover narcotic as-
signments. I had to run,
duck and fire my weapon
while adrenaline poured
through my body.

On two occasions it was
dark and, unlike the target at
the range, my target was hu-
man and was running, duck-
ing and shooting back. The
“shooting back” part is real
important. My weapon had a

two-inch barrel and my target wouldn’t stay
still. I would have been better off throwing
the gun at him than trying to shoot him.
Unless your pistol has a twelve-inch barrel,
you’re probably going to miss. Be very, very
afraid, especially if the burglar in your house
has a gun. You might be inviting your own
death.

If you would like to risk ruining the re-
mainder of your life, kill another human
being. It happens! My son, his wife and five
children live in an upscale community in
Palm Beach County called Wellington. Just
a stone’s throw from their home, an armed
burglar broke into a home in the dead of
night, causing the owner to kill him. Al-
though the owner was totally justified in the
killing, he’ll be traumatized by this event for
the rest of his life. I happen to know the
man isn’t doing well with his psychological
sessions. He’ll probably be a mental mess
for a long time. Now, he wishes he had hid
and let the burglar take what he wanted.

Because of the Wellington incident, my
son is out shopping for his first firearm.
With five children in his house, he never
wanted one, but now fear has driven him to
this point.

Here was my recommendation. “Buy a
Remington pump shotgun with a metal,
collapsible stock and keep it locked in a gun
box bolted to the wall studs in your bed-
room closet. Make sure the barrel is no
more than 20-inches in length. Load the
shotgun with double-O-buck but leave the
chamber empty. In the unlikely chance you
have an intruder, there’s nothing more
chilling for a burglar to hear than a round
being jacked into your weapon’s chamber.
Unless he’s stupid, he’ll run. Prior to lock-
ing up the gun, hopefully forever, take your
wife to the Everglades and have her fire a
box of ammo to get the feel of the weapon.

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
once said, “Going to war without France is
like going deer hunting without your accor-
dion.” I would like to add that while shoot-
ing it out with a seasoned criminal, you’re
better off throwing your accordion at him
than trying to shoot him.

Buy a gun, the Democrats are here!



On Log Cabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 • 526-3380

Open for Dinner
5:30 until

Reservations appreciated

The Log Cabin Restaurant

• THE VIEW FROM HERE •

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

Lunch Mon-Sat. 11 a.m to 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Mon-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.

Now offering beer & wine!
Patio Dining Available

108 Main Street • 526-2706
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Breakfast • Lunch
7 days a week
In Wright Square
on Main Street

526-3636

Flat Mountain Rd.• Reservations:
526-2121

& Restaurant

Skyline
Lodge

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

Kelsey Place Restaurant
and the Historic Highlands Inn

Uncompromising Historic Charm and True
Southern Hospitality. Providing warm, friendly
service, Comfortable accommodations and
Serving Classic Southern Mountain Cuisine

Lunch: Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 11:30-2:30
828-526-9380

WILD THYME GOURMET
Cafe • Gourmet Retail • Fine Wines • Beer
Lunch from 11:30-4 & Dinner from 5:30 until

Dine inside or in the garden!
Closed Tuesdays

526-4035 • 490 Carolina Way • Highlands

Select

Wines On Sale

Built in the Frank Lloyd Wright tradition circa
1929 atop Flat Mountain and just three miles

from Highlands - Skyline Lodge features rooms
with a view!

Dinner Friday & Saturday 5:30 until
Breakfast Saturday and Sunday 8 – 11 a.m.
Sunday Champagne Brunch Noon – 2p.m.

Pianist Hal Phillips
Visit our “Loose Moose” Full Service Bar

I was not invited to deliver
the graduation at High

       lands School, but if I had
been, this is the address I
would have delivered.

Graduates of the Class of
2009, parents, teachers, ad-
ministrators, and school
board members. I hope I got
everybody. Wouldn’t you really
rather be somewhere else?
You might have read my unde-
livered speech last year, as jun-
iors, but I doubt it. Juniors
don’t read much and rarely
pry into the business of se-
niors.

I could tell you to save the world, and
if you somehow managed it, I’d lie and
say I knew you “When.”

It’s unlikely that a single individual,
or single class for that matter, would have
much luck at changing the world.

Once in a while, a rare individual
with an extraordinary blend of talent,
dedication, perseverance, and luck man-
ages to make a difference. Jesus and Mo-
hamed are two examples that come to
mind. For all their efforts, the jury is still
out on whether they changed the world
for better or worse.

My friend, Paul Farmer, is trying to
change the world. He has marginally im-
proved the lives of hundreds of thousands
of people in Haiti and Africa. He has had
a smaller, but measurable impact in Mex-
ico, Peru, and Siberia. If you’re looking
for inspiration, read Paul’s biography,
“Mountains beyond Mountains” by
Tracey Kidder. It is required reading for
freshmen at the University of South
Carolina and was suggested reading for
the entire city of Cambridge, Massachu-
setts.

So my first piece of advice tonight is
to read it. If you read it this summer, your
life will be a little different by fall, a
change that may persist forever. You’ll
learn that the world need not continue
on it’s present destructive course, and
you’ll feel differently about the poor, the
sick, and the disenfranchised. You’ll learn
that when dealing with people who own
no shoes, lending a hand is more effec-
tive than advising them to pull them-
selves up by their boot straps.

If you want to change the world,
more power to you. If you go it alone, you
are almost certainly doomed to fail. In-
stead, help someone like Paul who has a
good head, a good heart, and a head start.
Saving the world need not be a full time
occupation. I had a friend, a Haitian-

American pediatrician, who
spent her vacation working
in a rural hospital in Haiti
instead of SCUBA diving in
Cancun. Many people in
Highlands help out in Boliv-
ia and Haiti. At the very least,
you’ll learn that not every
one in the world or in Amer-
ica has had the opportunities
that you take for granted, and
despite the ranting of conser-
vative commentators, may
not be so quick to blame
them for their poverty.

Few of you will want to
save the world. Many of you wish to pur-
sue your education, get a job, and raise a
family. We all know that now is not a
good time to be looking for work, but we
are confident that good times will return.

Your task is to be ready to handle the
jobs that will drive our economy in the
future.

My grandfather, an Italian immi-
grant, had faith in America. He left Italy
with an eight grade education, found a
job working for the Pennsylvania Rail-
road, brought his fiancée from the old
country and started a family. Although
Italians were limited to menial jobs and
Mafia careers, he believed in the future.
He managed to send each of his six sons
to college. When America changed, they
were prepared.

One of the smartest men I ever knew
was Maurice Clemons, a black man who
was my boss for three summers while I
was in college. Maurice had two sons, but
in 1960, decided against sending them to
college because there were few open jobs
to African-Americans. Despite his bril-
liance, he lacked the faith in America
that made it possible for my Dad and un-
cles to succeed.

Prepare yourselves for tomorrow’s
world, because the world changes with
dizzying speed. Above all, realize that at
this moment you have accomplished very
little. You have done little more than put
one foot in front of the other for 12 years.
There is so much to be done, so much to
be experienced. Never stop growing. Nev-
er stop striving. Plants and people wither
and die when they stop producing. Take
pleasure but not complacence in your
successes.

Have a wonderful night and a great
summer, and above all, please select a
designated driver. Thank you and God
bless.

To the class of 2009....
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• HIGHLANDS ART GALLERIES •

NEW
LOCATION!

381 Main St. • 526-0339
email: jcfa@verizon.net

John Collette
Fine Art

Corey James Gallery

Corner of Spring & 3rd streets
526-4818

Objects d’Art from around the world,
water fountains & statues,

repairs & restorations

Art Galleries
Unite!

Make it a
 Highlands crawl!

Email:
highlandseditor@aol.com
for ad rates and

sizes

... LETTERS continued from page 2
Let’s not pick on Fred

Dear Editor,
I found the recent criticism of Fred Woold-

ridge quite unfair. I’m one of those who well
remembers Fred’s wonderful observations
about the antics of OEI in its attempt to take
over the town (before the thumbscrews were
put on Fred…mind you I’m not trying to start
something anew. I had a killer breakfast at Mad-
ison’s this morning.)

Fred’s wonderful travelogue about “Dubie
do Dubai” had me trying to sell off my 201K.
Then I started thinking about trying to have a
cold one in a Muslim country. Iced tea under
the moon on a balmy 110-degree evening just
doesn’t cut it.

I am however, a little piqued at Fred for
picking on our mayor. Don is as honest as the

day is long. I offered to pay him $20 if he’d let
me vote for him at the next election. He turned
me down flat. Then he reminded me that I don’t
even live in the town.

I have also enjoyed Fred’s comments about
the Pine Street Park. I am, however, puzzled that
neither Fred nor the Pros and Cons have come
to the obvious conclusion as I have. We build a
three-level parking garage on the spot. After all,
we do have a new firetruck that can reach the
top level. We could call it the Pine Street Parking
Garage.  On the ground level we could have
regular parking. On the second ditto. The third
we could cover with a green indoor/outdoor
carpet, put a big blue spot in the middle with a
recycle waterfall at each end (Go Green!) some
trees in a pot and we have the park again.

If we ever do need the space, we just roll up
the carpet and drag everything to one of the
empty local mini-malls and bingo, we have the
park again.

However, Fred has blown a couple. Re-
member he does have a problem with higher
math, but what can you expect from a retired
Miami Beach cop?

Also, he has been wrong (so far) about the
terrorist attack that was to come after President
Obama’s election.

All in all, Fred’s a good guy and fun to read,
so come on folks, let’s not pick on him any-
more.

By the way, how many Pollocks does it take
to change a light bulb? Oops, I mean Parisians.

Bob Tietze, Highlands

& Custom Picture Framing

Robert A. Tino
ART

526-9333
28 Wright Square (Main St.) Highlands, NC

GreenleafGreenleafGreenleafGreenleafGreenleaf
Gallery & GiftsGallery & GiftsGallery & GiftsGallery & GiftsGallery & Gifts

... HIGHLANDS from 3
school is out this summer and he wasn’t will-
ing to wait on the state, regardless.

Commissioner Bobby Kuppers, though
a teacher and one of the 26 whose salary is
paid by the state, said he was against Simp-
son’s suggestion for two reasons.

“First, I don’t think we should set a pre-
cedent of paying for reoccurring expenses
from the fund balance. We have agreed not
to do that and I don’t think we should change
now.

“Second, paying for those teachers is the
state’s responsibility, not ours. That burden is
on the state. Our job is to fund capital ex-
penses.”

Commissioner Brian McClellan agreed.
“The county can’t step in and take care

of every position the state wants to cut. Once
we start that, they’ll expect us to do it all the
time,” he said.

Simpson said classrooms are more im-
portant than ballfields.

In the end the vote to transfer $513,019
from the fund balance to fund Highlands
School projects was 4-1 with Simpson vot-
ing no. – Kim Lewicki

The Macon County Sheriff’s Office
arrested Scott Huston Conard on June 9, 2009
for one count of Statutory Rape of a person who
is 13-, 14-, or 15- years-old and one count of
Statutory Sex Offense of a person who is 13-,
14-, or 15- years-old. Both charges are class B1
felonies with minimum sentences of 144
months in prison. Conard, 25, is a resident of
Highlands.

The investigation began on June 8 with a
missing persons report regarding the 13-year-
old victim. Patrol Officers found Conard and
the victim after midnight on June 9 and
contacted the victim’s custodians who requested
that the victim be transported to Angel Medical
Center. No criminal allegations were made at
the time and Conard was allowed to leave the
scene.

Criminal allegations were reported by the
victim to medical personnel a short time later
and Patrol Officers contacted the on-call
Investigator who responded to Angel at
approximately 2 a.m. Conard was contacted by
officers and voluntarily agreed to come to the
Sheriff’s Office to be interviewed regarding the
allegations. Conard was later taken into custody
and served with the two warrants at
approximately 5:30 a.m. The magistrate set a
$50,000 secured bond.

The investigation continued throughout
the day and included additional interviews and
a search at Franklin Memorial Park.
Investigators also executed a search warrant in
Highlands and seized additional evidence. The
Franklin Police Department assisted with the
investigation.

On Wednesday June 10,, additional charges
of First Degree Kidnapping, a class C felony, and
Abduction of Children, a class F felony, were
served on Conard and an additional $50,000
secured bond was set. Conard is scheduled for a
probable cause hearing in Macon County
District Court on June 18.

Conard arrested
for statutory rape
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526-1600
30 Dillard Rd @US 64,

DON LEON’S CAFÉ

Open Thursday - Sunday
11 AM—3 PM

Sandwiches • Soups
Salads • Wraps

SportsPage

Sandwich Shoppe

314 Main Street • 526-3555

Hours:
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Desserts • Loaded Baked Potatoes

Open
Monday-Saturday

7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Mon-Fri
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sat & Sun

526-9632

Corner of Main
and 4th streets

Highlands Hill Deli

Open Daily Serving:
Soups, Salads, & Made-to-Order
Sandwiches for Breakfast, Lunch &

Dinner. Ice Cream, too!

Now with In-Store Seating! Burritos – Tacos – Quesadillas
Pescado’s — Highlands

Eat right, live long!

226 S. 4th St.
526-9313

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11-7
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 11-4

Closed Sundays

HIGHLANDS EATERIES

526-0572
Cashiers Road next to the
Community Bible Church

Breakfast & Lunch
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m

EVERYDAY

Down home
favorites

everyday!

High Country Cafe

All U Can Eat Pancakes
Saturday 7-11 a.m.

365 Main Street • 526-5660

The Pizza
Place Open 7 Days

a Week

Want business? Advertise in
Highlands’ Newspaper’s

Email: highlandseditor@aol.com
or Call: 526-0782

Mon.-Thurs.: 11-10
Fri. & Sat.: 11-10:30

Sun.: 12-9

• REFLECTIONS FROM TURTLE POND •

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

See BRUGGER page 9

Also at:
110 Frank Allen Road, Cashiers

743-5452

Last week I interviewed
Dr. Jim Costa, the
Director of the

Highlands Biological Station,
about his new book, “The
Annotated Origin: A
Facsimile of the First Edition
of On the Origin of Species.”
I did some reading in
preparation for the interview,
including a New York Review
of Books article that
mentioned his book
(favorably): “Why Darwin?” by Richard C.
Lewontin, May 28, 2009.

A passage from that article caught my
eye: “While the nineteenth-century theory
that some rose and some fell in society
depending on their personal strengths and
weaknesses is often referred to as ‘social
Darwinism,’ we would be much more in
agreement with historical causation were
we to call Darwinism ‘Biological
Competitive Capitalism.’ The perceived
structure of the competitive economy
provided the metaphors on which
evolutionary theory was built. One can
hardly imagine anything that would have
better justified the established social and
economic theories of the Industrial
Revolution than the claim that our very
biological natures are examples of basic
laws of political economy.”

Dr. Costa explained to me that the
phrase “survival of the fittest” was not
Darwin’s, but was coined by an English
philosopher, Herbert Spencer, in the
decade prior to the publication of “Origin
of Species.”

To be honest, this floored me. I have
always presumed that Darwin had
originated this concept and that it had been
used by the capitalists, not the other way
around.

The scientific weight behind Darwin’s
work has made the arguments of social
Darwinism more acceptable — how can
you argue that competition is bad when it
is the foundational driving force of
evolution — so this question of how
evolution really works has great relevance
to how we envision society.

Before I go any further I want to make
it very clear that all of the opinions being
expressed in this article are mine, not those
of Dr. Costa.

Dr. Costa had more surprises in store
for me. The “destructive” aspect of
competition winnowing out the weak and
leaving the fit is an aspect of Darwin’s
theory that we are all familiar with, he said,
but Darwin elucidated another mechanism
for natural selection. This has the name of
“niche partitioning,” and it means, Dr.
Costa said, a “division of labor,” whereby
organisms find a way to share an ecosystem

Social darwinism
without directly competing
with each other. For
example, a famous study was
done of warblers that have
divided up the space of a tree;
some live in the top of the
canopy while others live in
the lower regions.
Competition drives this
mechanism, but the result is
an increase in diversity of
creatures that thrive by not
directly competing with

each other.
He also mentioned additional

mechanisms for evolution that work
through cooperation. These are called
mutualism and symbiosis; in these
situations mutual assistance results in the
greater survival of both parties.

Mutualism examples are easy to find: a
large percentage of herbivores, like cows,
have mutualistic intestinal bacteria that
help them digest plant matter. The bacteria
benefit because the cows bring the food to
them, the cows benefit because their food
is partly digested for them. Most land plants
rely on mutualisms with mycorrhyzal
fungi growing on their roots.

Every creature on earth with cells that
include nuclei — that’s basically everything
except bacteria — are the products of
symbiotic evolution. All animal cells
contain mitochondria which have been
shown to be descendants of bacteria; they
still have a semi-autonomous life inside
our cells, with their own DNA. They are
our cell’s energy factories.

Social Darwinism was a powerful
movement in the late 19th Century, arguing
that biology was destiny and that a broad
spectrum of socially undesirable traits,
ranging from ‘pauperism’ to mental illness,
resulted from heredity. Rich people were
successful because they were superior. Poor
people were failures because they were
inferior. Thus social policies to help the
poor were a waste of time.

Adherents insisted that European
civilization was dominant in the world
because the white race was superior.
Subjugation of the lesser races was just and
right.

Eugenics arose from this philosophy,
devoted to improving the human race by
getting rid of the “unfit.” It was a short step
to Hitler.

Charles Darwin, according to Dr.
Costa, found all of these ideas abhorrent.

You may be thinking, that’s all in the
past. Not true — look at the recent success
of “The Bell Curve: Intelligence and Class
Structure in American Life,” by Richard
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SALE!

• ANTIQUES & FURNITURE •

The

Summer
houSe

Antiques ~ Accessories ~
Gifts ~ Upholstery

Home of

Tiger mounTain
WoodWorkS

Custom Handcrafted Furniture

The PanTry
Decorative Accessories for Kitchens

and Keeping Rooms

Open
Monday - Saturday 9 - 5

Sunday 12 - 5

PaTio & Porch

Visit Our Sale Room
for

Irresistible Savings!

Twigs
the Season

Hours: 10-5 Thursday-Monday; Sunday 10-4; Closed Tues. & Wed. • Cashiers Road about one mile from town. • 526-5551

“Everything for your Nest”®

...and more including furniture, accessories, art and gifts.

TWIGS at Highlands’ Edge

828-526-5577
2089 Dillard Road Highlands, NC

(2 miles from Main Street)
www.summerhousehighlands.com 802 North 4th Street, Highlands

Open Thursdays Fridays and Saturdays 10-5

Think GREEN...Think ANTIQUES!
The original way to recycle.

....located in an historic summer home
Highlands Antiques

• Antiquing is a GREEN way of life...it reduces our carbon footprint on
the planet.

• Buying antiques is a BEAUTIFUL way to recycle...decorating with
antiques saves trees and fuel used to make and import new furnishings.
• RECYCLING furniture & decorative pieces reduces waste at land-

fills.
• Shopping for ANTIQUES and passing them on preserves our heritage

and teaches our children the joy of keeping in touch with our past.
• Antiques and VINTAGE GOODS are made with quality of craftsman-

ship rarely seen in newly made pieces.
• ANTIQUES are a better value than new merchandise.

Pass the word along... Antiques Are GREEN!
Recycle • Reuse • Restore

... FORUM continued from page 3
There will be larger class sizes if the

state passes the proposed budget to add two
students per classroom, which will result
in the reduction of the number of teachers
and teacher assistants in North Carolina
schools. Reduced funding may also force a
reduction in electives for high school stu-
dents and enhancement classes like Span-
ish, art and music for elementary students.

About 22 percent of funding comes lo-
cally from the Macon County taxes. It pro-
vides money for operating expenditures
such as utilities for school buildings and
educational enhancements not possible
through state funds (such as lowering class
size by hiring additional teachers) and edu-
cational materials. Local funds also supple-
ment areas such as helping to recruit and
retain quality teachers. Approximately sev-
en percent of funding comes from the fed-

eral level, which covers Exceptional Chil-
dren’s programs and programs for at-risk
students.

When reviewing the proposed budget
needs with commissioners last week, I at-
tempted to explain that the stimulus mon-
ey will not be the saving grace for school
systems as promised. There is a great deal of
misunderstanding around these funds and
how much help we will see as a result.
Most individuals see the federal stimulus
money as this great white horse that is go-
ing to ride in and save us, but that is not go-
ing to occur. There are too many strings at-
tached and too many parameters on how
you can spend the stimulus and stabiliza-
tion dollars. These dollars will not fill the
holes that are going to be created in every
situation. State officials hope to approve
their 2009-10 budgets by July 15, 2009,
while the County Commissioners hope to
finalize their budgets by June 15, 2009. The
reductions in educational funding resulting
in loss of teachers and support staff, larger
classrooms and reduced educational mate-
rials and supplies could set the education of
Macon County students back decades, cut-
ting deep into the resources needed to
move forward.

The time is critical for stakeholders to
express support for education throughout
the district and state by contacting state leg-
islators. State level officials need your input
as they prepare one of the most difficult
budgets since the 1930s. For more informa-
tion regarding state budget cuts, go to: http/
/www.ncpublicschools.org.

Please feel free to contact our state leg-
islators directly by email, Senator John
Snow at Johnsn@ncleg.net, Representative
Phil Haire at Phillip.Haire@ncleg.net, and
Representative Roger West at
Roger.West@ncleg.net.

Senator John Snow
Johnsn@ncleg.net,

Representative
Phil Haire

Phillip.Haire@ncleg.net
Representative

Roger West
Roger.West@ncleg.net.
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WHAT’S FOR LUNCH?

... FOLLOW YOUR NOSE AND THE CROWDS TO

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY …
We’re cooking hand-cut fries, fresh Angus burgers, quarter-pound hot dogs,

grilled chicken, and weekly specials.
Just added – the new screened porch!

 Lunch from 11 to 2 weekdays, 11 to 3 weekends

Serving Seven Days a Week • Limited seating and Take Away

Never Frozen & Grilled-to-Order at
Mountain Fresh Grocery™ your Everyday-and-Gourmet Grocery

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN IN HIGHLANDS 828.526.2400

... BRUGGER continued from page 7
Herrnstein and Charles Murray, which
argued that racial differences in
intelligence could be genetically based. (Dr.
Richard Nisbett, a professor of psychology
at the University of Michigan, argues in his
recent book, “Intelligence and How to Get
It” that what we think of as intelligence is

quite malleable and owes little or nothing
to genetics.)

And I think many in our culture still
believe that the rich and powerful deserve
what they have, that their success is because
they are more fit (in the social-Darwin
sense) than the rest of us.

How much of our thinking about our
interactions with each other, both in our
individual development and in the larger
sense of our economics, has been warped
by this pseudo-scientific thinking that
competition is the sole basis for life?

Lynn Margulis, who is famous for her
work on the theory of symbiotic evolution,
contends that the notion of evolution
driven by competition is incomplete. She

claims that evolution is strongly based on
co-operation, interaction, and mutual
dependence among organisms. She has
said, “Life did not take over the globe by
combat, but by networking.” (see
“Symbiotic Planet: a new look at
evolution,” 576.8 M at the Hudson
Library).

What would it mean to our political,
social, educational, and economic systems,
if we turned our science from portraying
nature as competitive warfare to
cooperative interdependence?

If you’d like to hear some of this
information directly from Dr. Costa, you
can see the interview on Heart of the High
Country show #606. He is also teaching a
Center for Life Enrichment Course on June

22 called “The Nature of Human Nature.”
While I was working on this article my

brother, an avid scuba diver and
photographer, sent me some photos from
his recent trip to the Philippines. As I
watched the slide show I thought, “What
an amazing illustration of the diversity of
life that evolution has wrought on this
planet.” Some of his photos are quite
marvelous; if you’d like to see them, go to
flickr.com/photos/ronbrugger, then on the
right side click where it says Philippines.

•All of Katie Brugger’s columns are
available on her website:

www.kathleenbrugger.com

The proposed budget also reflects the fact
that the Public Works Committee met with
staff and a consulting engineer on a proposed
plan to sewer the town within five years.

“Sound financial planning requires that
the Town Board and staff look beyond
immediate budget issues and assess the
impact of current decisions on future
budgets,” said Fatland in his report.
“Infrastructure planning is essential as is how
it will be paid for. Staff has aggressively and
will continue to pursue grant funding to
lower the financial impact of water, sewer,
stormwater and parks and recreation
infrastructure costs. However, a long-term
budget plan is necessary to address the high
cost of infrastructure.”

Instead of lumping everything into the
General Fund, Fatland suggests establishing
separate funds including Special Revenue
Funds for Parks and Recreation and the Fire
Department and establishing Enterprise
Funds for Sanitation and Stormwater.

Expanding Enterprise and Revenue
Funds will help the town better track money
coming in and going out for specific tasks.

In addition, he suggests no new full-time
personnel; no General Fund tax increase; the
$4 per month increase for water but no
change in the monthly minimum sewer
charge; adopting the approved Fire
Department tax from .008 to .009 which was
approved by both the county and the town;
reducing overtime in the Streets and
Sanitation Depts.; and no Cost of Living
Increase for town employees.

A separate planning division budget is
proposed for planning, zoning and economic
development with monies proposed to
complete the Unified Development Code,
the parking study and a contribution to the
Macon County Economic Development
committee. Costs associated with the Small
Town Main Street Application are also
included. This program could entitle
Highlands to extra money from the federal
government, said Fatland.

Included is a major equipment and
vehicle replacement schedule over the next
five years. Fatland said with new equipment
coming in, the morale of town employees
has increased greatly.

All in all, the composition of the
proposed budget translates into more
transparency.

A public hearing and adoption of the
budget is set for a special Town Board meeting
on June 24.

– Kim Lewicki

... BUDGET continued
from page 1



behind Highlands Decorating Center on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)
NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. • Monday by appt. at our
NEW LOCATION

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Pedicures,
Reflexology, Personal Training

• SALONS & SPAS •

Signature Hair Designs for Men & Women

Barbara & Van • 526-0349 • Open Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

225 Spring Street • Highlands

828-526-9477

Images
Unlimited

Salon & Spa

Hair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail Care
Skin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ Waxing

549 Main Street – Upper Level“Falls on Main”

Hours: Tuesday-Friday • 9-5 Saturday • 9-2 • 526-3939
Ask about our special “Girls Night Out” Thursday, June 18

Hair & Skin Salon
435 N. 5th St.  Highlands, NC
526-3742
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Now offering massages & facials!

• HIS & HERS •

Michelle Mead-Armor &
John Armor

michiemead@aol.com
John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

by John Armor

I was shaving Friday
morning in a small,
unaccommodating,

shared bathroom when a
stranger walked in. He
said hello, I said hello,
and I felt like Cary Grant,
shaving in the bathroom
of the train station in
Chicago, in North by
Northwest.

Well, he wasn’t a
complete stranger. I
knew he was a member
of the Class of 1964 from
Yale University, since we were up for our
45th Reunion (yes, we are older’n dirt).
Anyway, he noticed my faceful of shaving
cream and said, “Still doing it the old-fash-
ioned way?” I replied, “It lets me see where
I’m going.” He said, ‘It’s too early in the
morning for philosophy.”

I thought about what he said and real-
ized he was right. Not about it being too
early in the morning, but about it being
philosophy.

Shaving with a brush and a blade razor
is a satisfying activity. At the beginning, you
know clearly what you need to do. In the
midst of the process, you always know
where you stand. And at the end, you know
when you are finished. Those three quali-
ties make it the similar to assembling a
piece of furniture that comes with instruc-
tions, putting a child through college and
graduate school, and thermonuclear war.

Now, let’s consider some human activ-
ities which do not offer such clarity in the
beginning, middle and end. Try teaching
morals to an adolescent male. It can be
done before the adolescent gets to that
point. There are many instances of adoles-
cents learning morals the hard way, after
they become adolescents. But by and large
the learning curve shuts down during ado-
lescence.

For the next example, I’ll just state the
words and you can fill in the explanation
why this activity is very hard to plan, and
very hard to have its progress measured.
Courtship and marriage.

It was a pleasure to see how many of
my classmates were still with their
“starter wives.” They had married well,
weathered the storms, and now were living
out Robert Burns’ couplet, “Grow old along
with me, The best is yet to be.” In that en-
terprise, everyone knows what the end
point is. Most of us even take vows to go
there, in front of God and everybody. But
we fail along the way.

But what does all of this, beginning
with shaving the old-fashioned way, have
to do with the usual subject of politics? I

was getting to that.
The stimulus plans

and the bailout plans
passed by Congress, and
others coming down the
pike to be passed shortly,
have three short-com-
ings compared to shav-
ing. First is the lack of
clear, stated goals. Stimu-
lating the economy is not
a goal, but a wish. If the
economy is to grow, spe-
cific segments of the
economy which are ca-
pable of growing in this

environment, must be stimulated. Stimula-
tion directed at buggy whip factories, or a
more recent idea, at newspapers, is going to
fail and waste the money spent there, be-
cause the industry itself is dying.

Second, there are no measures of
progress in these bills. This is not a new er-
ror on the part of Congress and Adminis-
trations. For almost a century, Congress has
been passing bills whose titles said they
would “reform” whatever. Not only do
such bills lack measures of accomplish-
ment for their alleged purposes, Congress
has a distressing habit of rejecting such
measures in bills, and of dismantling out-
side measures that might prove, or dis-
prove, the effectiveness of the bill.

However, the new “reform” bills going
through Congress are different from prior
time- and money-wasting bills because the
new ones are in the trillions. These involve
a century’s worth of debt, not merely a few
year’s worth of debt. National bankruptcy,
not national belt-tightening, will be the
consequence of failure. That makes it rath-
er more important today to have actual
measures of progress, or the lack of
progress.

To talk about “jobs saved” is to deal in
imaginary numbers. If we are down by ten
million more unemployed people, a
spokesman could argue that if we hadn’t
“saved” five million jobs, we’d be down fif-
teen million. Why not claim ten million
saved? It is still fictitious.

When will we know we have reached
the end? When America has a healthy
economy again, with about 95% of all who
want a job, having one. The danger is that
like badly made and badly tended marriag-
es, we will all wind up in economic divorce
court long before we see a glimpse of such
success,

• About the Author: John Armor prac-
ticed law in the Supreme Court for 33
years. He now lives on the Eastern Conti-
nental Divide in the Blue Ridge of North
Carolina. John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

Close shaves and progress

Gifted Hands
828-526-5069

468 Main Street, #4
www.gifted-hands.com

Massage • Skin Care • Manicure • Pedicure •
Microdermabrasion • Peels • Body Wraps

Check out our great packages!
• Swedish Massage or Euro Facial & Express Pedicure – $100

• Swedish Massage or Euro Facial – $130
• Swedish Massage, Euro Facial, Manicure & Express Pedicure – $180
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• PLACES OF WORSHIP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

CHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEY
Sky Valley, Georgia

The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor
Church: 706-746-2999

Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770
Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy

Communion each service
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Office – 526-2320

Sunday: Holy Communion -- 11 a.m.
(Highlands Community Center on. U.S. 64 next to the

ballfield in Highlands
Monday: Evening Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.

at First Baptist Church
Pot Luck Lunch last Sunday of each month.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Prayer – 6:30 p.m.

Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
Pastor Gary Hewins

3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands
Sundays: 9:30am Sunday School for all ages; 10:45am

Worship; 6pm High School Group
Tuesdays: 10am Women’s Bible Study; 2nd, 4th, & 5th

Tuesdays Young Mom’s Bible Study
Wed.: 5pm Dinner; 6pm AWANA, Youth Activities

EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION
The Rev. Brian Sullivan – Rector: 526-2968
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.

Monday: 4 p.m. Women’s Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Men’s Cursillo Group

4:30 P.M. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 P.M. Choir Practice

Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Daughters of the King

• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.; 6: p.m.

(nursery provided)
Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner 5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;

Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School – 9:30
a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15

Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6 p.m.;

Prayer – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor
Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 10:55 a.m.; Sun. School – 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion & Breakfast

Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers
Wednesdays – Choir – 7

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD
Sixth Street

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy

526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 8:45 a.m., 11 a.m.;

5 p.m. Youth Group
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults

studies; 6:15 – Adult choir
 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group
9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion – 10:30

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Kay Ward - 743-5009
Sundays: 7-9 p.m. Memorial Day - Labor Day

Old Fashioned Hymn Sing
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Matt Shuler, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAIN CAAIN CAAIN CAAIN CAAIN CATHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor
Parish office, 526-2418
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.;
Evening Worship – 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
 For more information call 526-3212.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth from 8th - 12th grades meet the second Sunday

of each month from 5 - 7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor
Our Lady of the Mountain Catholic Church

When I think of the mystery of God, I am easily
overwhelmed. I think it was Saint Thomas
Aquinas who said that any statement about God

can be easily contradicted. God is so far beyond our
understanding. God is infinite; we are finite, limited. So
anything I can say about God will not be entirely true. But I
won’t let this hinder me from saying some things about
God. Though none of us are capable of understanding God
completely, we can know some things about Him.

In the book of Deuteronomy, Moses tells the Israelites
how majestic God is and yet how close. They had
experienced great signs and wonders – all the plagues in
Egypt before they were freed from slavery, the parting of the
Red Sea, God speaking to them from the pillar of fire.
Though glorious beyond their imagining, God intervenes
in the history of this group of people. And not just then.
Throughout the Old Testament, we see God intervening in
human history, establishing covenants with his people and
calling them back from the slavery sin imposes to the
following God’s will. They as we come to know God by
what God does.

This God is uniquely described by Christians as Trinity
– in the one God there are three distinct persons. God,
who is love itself, is a relationship between the three
persons of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Though one,
God is not alone. In God love is shared – Father to Son,
Son to Father and the Holy Spirit that is the love shared
between Father and Son. Through the Christian initiation
of baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
we enter into a loving relationship with the triune God.

- with the Father, who is not a distant person that just
creates and then leaves creation to fend for itself. The
Christian image of God the Father is a person who is
intimately involved in creation. I like to think about God
the Father as being close to us, he is ready in an instant to
respond to us when we call out.

- and with the Son, who is the Word that shows us the
Father. His life of self-sacrificing love shows us how to live.

- and with the Spirit, who empowers us to live the
Christian life.

In the letter to the Romans, Saint Paul speaks of this
relationship with God as adoption. We become the
adopted children of God, calling out to God with the word
“Abba.” It is a word like that of a small child, calling out to
its daddy. This God, though majestic and awesome, is the
God who wants us to be as close to him and a child to its
daddy.

So don’t let the incomprehensibility of God prevent
you from being in relationship with God. Accept the
Father’s support, the Son’s example of complete self-giving
and the Spirit’s power. Experience the love of the Trinity.

The mystery of God
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We also install underground gutter drainage systems,
and clean gutters, too

SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTERS
23 colors including copper

Several styles of leaf guards available
Free Estimates
Dennis Perkins

828-371-2277 • 828-526-3542

Serving Western NC and Northeast GA

• RENOVATE & RENEW •

Mon.-Sat.
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

400-800 thread count sheet sets
Down alternative comforters

Pillows and MORE!
Next to Farmers Market on the Main Street side

526-4905

Wholesale Down Comforters & More!

American Upholstery
Residential or Commercial

Over 40 Years Experience • Fast & Dependable
Free Estimates • Free Pick-up & Delivery

(864) 638-9661
Open: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday

5385 Hwy 107 North  • Glenville, NC  • 828-743-0200

Template • Fabrication
Installation

Marble • Travertine • Slate
Soapstone • SileStone

Cambria
Over 400 Slabs on site, All others available

Eliminate Mold & Mildew Allergens Immediately!
Call 828-743-0900 www.drycrawlspaces.com

Larry Rogers Construction Company, Inc.
Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe

Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities

(828) 526-2874
776 Dillard Road • Highlands

TYSON ENGINEERING

Concerned about a construction or
an engineering issue?

We can provide design, analysis and
inspection for restoration or for new
residential & commercial buildings.

• Foundations  • Septic Systems
• Structural Systems (floors, walls, roofs)
• Retaining Walls • Drainage Problems

• Most Civil Engineering Issues

Owner: Neil T. Tyson, Sr.
(Registered P.E. in NC, GA & AL)

neiltyson@msn.com • 828-342-3532

est. 1996 • Franklin, NC

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

• CONSERVATIVE POV •

I must admit I’m
bummed. My beloved
Miami Hurricane baseball

team was eliminated from the
NCAA playoffs – by the Gators
of all people. Oh, the humilia-
tion. Furthermore, the Braves
are mediocre in general and
can’t hit a lick in particular.
Football is months away. To
make matters worse, the fan
email is not particularly com-
forting.

Something about being
predictable and being obsessed
with beating up on Obama and his cast of
characters. I admit I have been sort of a
Johnny-One-Note on the subject, but they
are such a deserving target.

So what to write about? I’m purposely
starting this before President Obama gives
his Cairo speech to the Muslims so I won’t be
tempted to fall prey to the opportunity to
comment on it. OK then, what? I’ve worn
out Al Gore and his global warming shtick to
a fare-thee-well. I’m even boring myself on
that one. The Hall of Shame girls remaining
remarkably well behaved and provide little
in the way of salacious gossip. No help there.

Desperate times being what they are, I
decided to write on the first thing that came
into my mind. While waiting for something
to appear on the radar, the phone rang. It was
a good friend calling from California and –
Eureka – that’s it! I’ll write about California.

It’s no big scoop that the Golden State
(how ironic is that?) is in serious financial
trouble. It really should come as a no sur-
prise, considering the loony tunes they send
to Washington. Before we consider the pa-
rade of dandies governing all of us, let’s take a
look at the Governator.

When Schwarzenegger (he’s going to be
Arnold from now on) burst on the scene, I
was pretty impressed. Firstly, he was an Aus-
trian, generally a strong-minded group. Sec-
ondly, he had a life-plan to become wealthy
through his penchant for bodybuilding. He
won the Mr. Universe title at 22 and went on
to be named Mr. Universe seven times. Where
the story gets quirky is when this conserva-
tive Repub- lican married Maria Shriver, niece
of John F. Kennedy. Since then, his mind has
gotten pretty mushy. I think she puts fu fu
dust in his yogurt.

Arnold is unquestionably a charismatic
and popular guy. While California went blue
for president in 2004 and 2008, he won the
governorship in 2004 (recall election) and
2006 by impressive margins. Unfortunately,
their legislature is also solidly Democrat and
presents a huge challenge to Arnold in solv-

ing California’s problems.
The current issues are large-

ly due to rapid population
growth in general, that put a se-
rious strain on infrastructure,
and explosive immigration by
Mexicans and Central Ameri-
cans specifically, that put pres-
sure of dramatic proportions on
schools, hospitals, jails and oth-
er services. Add to that the liber-
al approach to welfare matters
combined with the bursting
dot.com bubble and the devas-
tating effect of the collapse in

housing and you have a perfect storm in the
making.

The current status of California finances
is dire at the moment with a $21 billion bud-
get deficit. Several debt funding propositions
were recently voted down. Arnold’s embar-
rassing attempt to court Obama for bailout
money is somewhere in the works, I think.
They have the highest sales tax in the coun-
try, one of the highest state income taxes and
a property tax that is tough to understand and
tougher to pay.

While I cant find definitive proof, I un-
derstand there is an exodus of citizens who
either can’t find reemployment, have lost
their homes, can’t bear the tax burden or
some combination thereof.

So who gives a rip about California’s prob-
lems? They are in a world of their own, aren’t
they?

From WorldPress; “There’s an old say-
ing that says, ‘So goes California goes the na-
tion.’

“California has become a preview of
where America is going under Obama. An
insane political class has decided that you can
spend your way out of debt. But California
can’t borrow money anymore. They de-
stroyed their credit, their bonds are poorly
rated and they can’t print money like the
Obama administration has.

“Democrats everywhere should look to
California and see the nation’s future writ
large in stark detail. They should witness how
ineffectual and toxic their policies are in the
long term. If they are smart, they’ll start vot-
ing against Obama’s many frivolous bills be-
fore it’s too late. Of course knowing them
they’re likely to bail out California which will
be another nightmare for the state.

“Taking money from the Obama admin-
istration is like borrowing from the mob.
Once you do business with them, they think
they own you. Ask the auto and banking in-
dustries.”

Couldn’t have said it better myself.

Don’t send your refugees here
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• COACH’S CORNER •

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

Country Club Properties
Call Pam Taylor: 526-9027, 342-6988 or 526-2520

Charming two-level home with great open space with a
wonderful view of the lake. Old growth, full and bloom-
ing mountain laurel, extensive landscaping and a garden
space. Feed fish from your own deck! Three bedrooms, 2
1/2 baths, in Highland Hills subdivision and includes 1
extra lot. $795.

Home and 1 lot on Apple LakeEleanor Rigby was
famously alone in the
famous song by the

lads from Liverpool, but one
has to wonder if she felt as
alone as fans of the
Pittsburgh Pirates after the
latest trade from the Pirate
front office. Last week the
Bucs sent all-star CF (and
only productive member of
the lineup) Nate McClouth
to the Atlanta Braves for a
trio of low-ceiling minor leaguers in an
attempt to “build their talent base.” For
long suffering Pirate fans such as myself
and others, it is awfully lonely right now to
cheer for a once-proud franchise that has
suffered through 16 straight losing seasons.

Keep in mind that Pittsburgh has been
supposedly building talent for years in a
manner that suspiciously looks like
dumping salary. Throughout the past 16,
losing, seasons, Pittsburgh has been little
more than a minor league farm
organization for teams such as the Yankees,
Red Sox and even the Braves. Pirate players
such as Brian Giles, Mike Gonzales, Jason
Bay, Tim Wakefield and now McClouth
have gone on to become productive
members of other organizations. And
while some may say that Pittsburgh is a
small market franchise, they are still twice
the size of Milwaukee and yet spend over
30 million less on payroll than the
Brewers.

Despite major disparities in payroll
from the so-called “large market teams,”
cities such as Tampa Bay, Oakland, Miami
and Denver have see their squads go deep
in the playoffs by building their farm
system through smart trades and using
young star power. McClouth was trumpted

as one of the Pirates young
stars and was called by
General Manager Neal
Huntington as part of the
“core” of the team.

While it makes sense to
trade a player at his highest
value, this normally occurs
with players who are at the
end of their contract and
will not re-sign with
Pittsburgh. McClouth had
just been signed to an

extension, and at 1.5 million per year with
incentives was relatively cheap.

By trading McClouth for three
prospects, none of which are a sure thing-
Pirate management did little to prove that
they are heading in the right direction after
years of futility.

The positive out of this comes for fans
of the Atlanta Braves, who got a steal in this
deal despite going three for one in the
trade. With McClouth they get a proven
major league CF with some pop and a flair
for the dramatic.

McClouth also has good speed on the
basepaths, and has always provided a
positive presence in the clubhouse.

In fact, McClouth was so beloved in
the Pirate clubhouse that reliever Jesse
Chavez lit a candle in his memory and 1B
Adam Laroche was very vocal with his
disappointment at the loss of McClouth.

As Atlanta looks to challenge for yet
another Eastern division title, they will
need McClouth to produce for them in CF
the way that he did in Pittsburgh.
Unfortunately for the few Pirate fans left,
we will once again be reduced to rooting
for McClouth (just like we did for Jason
Bay last season) rather than supporting our
own franchise.

Eleanor Rigby has nothing on Pirate fans

We’ve Moved to Cashiers!

Next to Cornucopia Restaurant
on Flashpoint Road

743-4353

Open Tuesday-Saturday
with LOTS of parking!
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♦ MAIN STREET ♦ OAK SQUARE ♦ HIGHLANDS
Naples, FL ~ Tampa, FL ~ Sarasota, FL  ~ Orlando, FL

For the past 24 years, Shiraz has had
prominence in the Highlands, N.C. area as the ultimate resource

for genuine, hand-knotted Oriental rugs. Shiraz has built a
reputation that is second to none.

Hand Cleaning, repairing and appraisals, too.

WE GUARANTEE
OUR QUALITY

AND YOUR
SATISFACTION.

(828) 526-5759

Highlands’ Oriental Rug Shop
33% to 55% off selected rugs

• HOSPITAL NEWS •

Highlands resident Horst Winkler (L) and
local orthopedic surgeon Herbert K.
Plauché, MD, FAAOS, (R) are shown with
the hospital’s current mobile fluoroscopy
unit. The C-Arm, as it is commonly called, is
essential for a number of surgical and
interventional pain procedures performed
routinely at the hospital, but it is now past
its effective operational life and needs to
be replaced. A campaign is now under way,
kicked off by a generous matching gift from
Mr. Winkler, to raise funds to purchase a
new unit.

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital is kick-
ing off its campaign to raise approximately
$110,000 to replace a crucial piece of diag-
nostic equipment
used for every-
thing from repair-
ing broken bones
in the emergency
room to complex
surgical proce-
dures.

That capital
campaign re-
ceived a jump
start from High-
lands seasonal
residents Mr. and
Mrs. Horst Win-
kler, who recent-
ly made a signifi-
cant challenge
gift. In fact, that
challenge has al-
ready been
matched by sever-
al other donors,
and the hospital
is nearly one third
of the way toward
reaching its goal.

“Horst and
his wife are long-
time, generous
supporters of the
hospital, and we
are especially
pleased that they
have come for-
ward to help
launch this im-
portant capital campaign for equipment
that has become an essential tool for our
orthopedic surgeon, our general surgeons,
and also our anesthesiologists, who use it
heavily for interventional pain manage-
ment,” said Earle Mauldin, chairman of the
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Foundation.
“We hope others in our communities will
now come forward to help with their do-
nations to this effort.”

The hospital’s current C-Arm unit, do-
nated 1998 by a patient, is already past its
effective product life and reliability has
begun to suffer, says Laura Ammons, man-
ager of the hospital’s Radiology Depart-
ment. “New parts are no longer being man-
ufactured for this model, and we have been
relying on refurbished used parts for the
last couple of years. It really needs to be
replaced.”

“A modern, reliable C-Arm unit is ab-
solutely crucial to our orthopedic program
at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital,” adds or-

thopedic surgeon Herbert K. Plauché, MD,
FAAOS, who relocated his practice to High-
lands shortly after the current C-Arm unit
was purchased. “If we don’t get a more reli-

able unit, we are
going to have to
stop doing certain
procedures, fixa-
tion of many
types of fractures,
especially hips.
That’s going to be
serious, since I
see quite a few of
patients who
need this kind of
surgery.”

Plauché also
uses the C-Arm to
set broken bones
in the ER because
it allows him to
see a real-time
image that lets
him know if the
fracture is proper-
ly aligned, with-
out having to
move the patient
(from the ER into
radiology) and
wait on conven-
tional x-rays to be
taken.

In fact, it was
Plauché and the
orthopedics pro-
gram at the hos-
pital that spurred
the Winkler’s

gift.
“I am so happy we have people like Dr.

Plauché and such a great little hospital as
this right here in our community,” Winlk-
er said recently. “I’m very thankful for this
hospital, and I want to do what I can to
support it.”

While orthopedics is perhaps one of
the heaviest users of the C-Arm, it also has
a variety of other uses.

Essentially a portable fluoroscopy ma-
chine, the C-Arm gets its name because of
its large arm shaped like the letter “C.” On
one end of the arm is a tube that emits X-
rays. On the other end is a receptor, which
is a type of camera that produces a video-
like, moving image of whatever is going
on inside the body. The design allows the
machine to be wheeled right up to the pro-
cedure table. It uses a relatively low dose of
radiation.

Since it provides a “real time”  image,
it’s frequently used to place intravenousSee CAMPAIGN page 15

Challenge gift launches hospital
campaign for new C-Arm

Presents....

Sponsored by Lupoli Real Estate and Construction, Inc.

The Taffetas
June 18- July 5
(No July 4 Performance)



• DAY TRIPS & EXCURSIONS •

Family
Float Trip
Adventures

KID’S
GO FOR

$10
Great Smoky Mt. River Fun

Tuckaseegee
Outfitters
1-888-593-5050

Hwy. 74W • Whittier, N.C., 28789
www.raftnc.com

“Experience Your Dream!”
• Horseback Riding

• Cabin Rentals
• Camping

276 Arrowmont Trail• Cullowhee, NC 28723 • 800-692-1092 or 828-743-2762

Mom Approved Rafting!

 Highway 441    Dillsboro, NC
(Toll Free) 1-866-586-3797

4-years-old or 40 lbs.
Rental & Guided Trips.

Across from downtown Dillsboro

www.northcarolinarafting.com

DILLSBORO
RIVER COMPANY, LLC

Kids tube free on Tuesdays
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• HOSPITAL NEWS •

Like a behind-the-scenes peek at what
goes on at your local hospital? Now’s your
chance.

Twice per week Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital will be providing small group
tours to interested area residents. Beginning
June 16, tours will be held every Tuesday
morning at 9 a.m. and Wednesday evenings
at 4:30 p.m.

“It’s a chance to see what happens every
day at the hospital – without getting a bill,”
said Skip Taylor, director of Community
Relations at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.
“Folks who are new to the area, or even
people who have been here all their lives
but who may not have had the need to visit
the hospital lately, are welcome to come
see what we have to offer and glimpse how
things are done. All of us at the hospital are
very proud of the facilities we have, and of
what we do here.”

Hospital to offer weekly tours
Taylor said the hospital is asking those

who would like to take the tour, which is
free, to please call at least a day ahead to
reserve a spot. Those interested should call
the Foundation Office, which will be
handling the scheduling, at 526-1435
Monday through Friday between the hours
of 8:30 and 4:30 p.m. Or they can RVSP by
email  at info@hchospital.org.

“I think people who may not be familiar
with the hospital will be very surprised to
find out all that we offer here and just what
wonderful facilities we have,” observed
hospital President and CEO Ken Shull.
“Thanks to the generosity of area residents,
this hospital is a very special place. We
enjoying showing it off.”

Separate tours of the Fidelia Eckerd
Living Center are also available by
appointment. Anyone interested in visiting
there should call 526-1304.

All 150 slots for this season’s free health
screening for residents in Highlands, Scaly
Mountain and Sky Valley zip codes have
already been filled, despite the fact that the
event is still three weeks away.

Sponsored by Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital, the Highlands-area screening is
scheduled for Saturday, June 27 at the Jane
Woodruff Clinic on the hospital campus. It
will begin at 7:15 a.m., and due to budget
cutbacks, it is the only public screening being
done by Highlands-Cashiers Hospital this
year in Macon County.

A second community health screening for
residents with zip codes for Cashiers,
Glenville, Sapphire, and Yellow/Cullowhee
Mountain area will be held July 11 at Blue

... CAMPAIGN continued from page 14

Highlands health screening is full

Ridge School. Registration is already open
for that screening as well.

Even though the Highlands-area
screening is already full, residents here can
put their names on a waiting list in case of
cancellations here. They can also have their
names placed on a waiting list for the
Cashiers-area screening, should that event
not be filled by residents from the Cashiers,
Glenville, Sapphire, and Yellow/Cullowhee
Mountain areas. Those wishing to add their
name to the waiting list for either screening
should call (828) 526-1435.

Part of the funding for this year’s
Highlands-area screening is being provided
by the Cullasaja Women’s Outreach Program.

Slots still open for July 11 Cashiers-area screening

catheters or arterial lines. General Surgeon
Billy Noell, MD, FASC, says one of the most
common uses of the C-Arm in his special-
ty is for placing ports for chemotherapy
and for cholangiograms, which involve
injecting contrast dye into the gallbladder
and bile duct system to check for stones.

In addition, the C-Arm is heavily used
by local anesthesiologists Mark Shoptaugh,
MD, and Dave Register, MD, when per-
forming epidural steroid injections for pa-
tients with chronic neck and back pain.
Shoptaugh says it’s time the hospital re-
placed its current unit.

“We’ve had few problems performing
cases with the existing C-Arm, and there’s

much better technology out there that
would allow us better visualization,” he
said. “Getting a new unit is, in my opin-
ion, a matter of urgency.”

Shoptaugh also pointed out that a new
C-Arm will get even heavier use if the hos-
pital is eventually successful in recruiting
other specialists, such as a part-time urolo-
gist to the area.

Anyone interested in learning how
they might help in the effort  to purchase a
new C-Arm can call the hospital’s Founda-
tion office at (828) 526-1435 during regu-
lar business hours.
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Highlands School Graduates

Valedictorian
Casey Michele Jenkins

UNC-Chapel Hill:

Salutatorian
William Hawn Edwards
Clemson:

Alex Ransom Hedden
WCU

Jamie Douglas Barnes
SCC

Caden Randall Brown
SCC

Haley Lane Chalker
SCC

Kasey Ryan Chambers
SCC

Christopher Levi Owens
SCC

Danielle Nicole Reese
SCC

Andrew Billingsley
WCU

Ezra Herz
WCU

Carolyn Hornsby
Appalachian State U.

James Hunter Leffler
ITT

Griselda Sanchez-Velasco
Undecided

355 Main Street
in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

Congratulations
Class of 2009!

We have the perfect lot,
land, acreage or home

of your dreams!

526-2520
Wright Sq. Main St.

Mountain Fresh

Love and Prayers
to the

Class of 2009
from

David & Sammie
Leffler

a.k.a. The Fishes

Open:
Mon.-Fri. 8 to 6

Sat. 8 to 5
Sun. 1-5

2460 Cashiers Road
...just past Highlands Falls
Country Club on the left

526-2395
10-5 Monday-Saturday

526-3910
at the “Falls on Main”
533 East Main Street

Garden Art
Watering Bulbs
Garden Pottery

Bird Houses
Bird Baths

Statues and more!

11 Mountain Brook Center

526-9822

Great Food:
• Soup, Salads, Sandwiches

and Evening Hot Meals
• Ice Cream
• Dessert

• Coffee Bar
• Wine and Beer

Wireless Hotspot, too!
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Class of 2009

Edwards
Electrical

Services of
Highlands

Michael Baty
SCC

Spencer Ray-Scott Nadler
SCC

Marisol Ruiz-Duarte
WCU

Luke Garrison McClellan
Appalachian State U.

Matthew Wilson McClellan
Appalachian State U.

Michael Allen Lica
Cape Fear CC

Taylor Christian Parrish
UNC-Asheville

Michael Reese
Marine Corps

Lucitania Ruiz-Frias
Undecided

Walter Trey Welch
Undecided

Michael Lamar-Nix

216 Keener Road
526-5147

Wayah
Insurance

Group
www.wayah.com

on Carolina Way
in Highlands

526-3713
800-333-5188

www.chambersagency.net

The

Chambers
Agency
Realtors

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

Phone: 526-3717
Toll Free: 1-888-526-3717

401 N 5th St, Highlands

THE PEOPLE YOU
TURN TO.

THE BANK YOU
TRUST.

473 Carolina Way
Highlands

526-3000
149 Main Street

Highlands

787-2090

We’re proud of you guys!
– Mom & Dad

Fireplaces,
Free Wi-Fi &

Breakfast, too!

790 N. 4th Street
Highlands
526-5992

Open:
Mon-Thurs. 10-6
Fri & Sat. 10-8

Sun. 1-6
Corner of 3rd & Main

526-5784

“Ace is the
Place!”

At Main & 3rd
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware

Located in
Highlands Plaza

• 828-526-3775 •
Fax: 828-526-0430

Food Store

Bryson’sCongratulations
to

Hunter Leffler
and the

Class of 2009
from

Stephen L. Lucas,
CPA, PA

528-4121

423 N. 4th St.

Brick Oven
Pizza &

The Movie Stop

Pick up a
movie
and a
pizza
at...

270 Main Street
526-2590

Breakfast
Sat: 8:30-10:30
Sun: 8:30-12:30

Congratulations
to the

Class of 2009!
with Love,

Linda Parrish

“It is the mark of an
educated mind to be able

to entertain a thought
without  accepting it.”

– Aristotle
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• SPECIALTY FOODS •

Dusty’s?
Our very own smoked

Trout and Salmon Dips
Made fresh daily

Wait ‘til you try it!

Have you heard
what’s new at...

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street  Highlands, NC  828-526-5226

• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings

Gourmet Sauces & Spices

Open
Mon,-Sat. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

493 Dillard Road
(828) 526-2762

Make us your hometown stop for:

In Highlands Plaza
You Can Create Your Own Photo Book

Custom Photo Calendars and Greeting Cards • Photo Restoration •
Poster Prints & Enlargements • Film Development & Digital prints

• Video Transfer to DVD (we do this in house)

Hours:
Mon-Fri. 9-5

Saturdays 10-2526-5208

• Photo collage posters and more!

Cut n PCut n PCut n PCut n PCut n Patatatatatchchchchch
Quilt ShopQuilt ShopQuilt ShopQuilt ShopQuilt Shop

We’ll be open on Monday
160 Strawberry Lane

Highlands
Friday & Saturday •10-5

526-9743

Stop by the Craft
Show On the Green

in Cashiers this
weekend!

• CRAFTING & MORE •

By Katie Brugger
Many of our local birds are in trouble,

and you can help! A fascinating display at the
Hudson Library shows how: the food web
that connects the plants blooming in our front
yards to the birds singing in our trees.

Our native plants, insects, and birds have
all coevolved and depend on each other for
survival. Many birds depend on a high-pro-
tein insect diet, especially when feeding their
young. Most insects depend on plants for
food.

Loss of habitat from development and
agriculture decreases insects’ preferred plants.
People plant non-native species in their gar-
dens which are not edible to native insects,
and use pesticides to prevent insects from
feeding on their plants.

As a consequence of this decrease in na-

tive plants and insects, many birds, even
“common” species, are in dramatic decline
while other species face imminent extinc-
tion.

Native plants have been shown to sup-
port three times as many native insects as
alien plants, and as many as thirty times the
insects most often used for feeding baby birds.
So to feed the birds, first you must feed the
bugs!

We can all make a difference in preserv-
ing our beautiful mountain ecosystem. What
we put in and what we take out of our gar-
dens can make an important contribution to
preserving our shared environment.

The display is a joint effort of the Land
Stewards of the Highlands Plateau, the local
chapter of the Audubon Society, and the High-
lands Biological Station. Jim Costa, the Di-
rector of the Highlands Biological Station
and an entomologist, brought some interest-
ing specimens from the Highlands Nature
Center of some of our native insects—the
Luna moth and the Eastern Hercules Beetle
are must-sees.

In addition, the library staff has put to-
gether a collection of books, many of which
can be checked out, on gardening with na-
tive plants and field guides to insects and birds.

This display was inspired by a talk given
by Doug Tallamy, Chair of the Department
of Entomology & Wildlife Ecology at the
University of Delaware, at last year’s Native
Plant Conference. He has written a book en-
titled “Bringing Nature Home: How Native
Plants Sustain Wildlife in our Gardens,” and
will be giving a lecture on this topic on June
25 as part of the Zahner Lecture Series (at the
Highlands Nature Center, 7 pm, free).

The display will be up through June 30
at the Hudson Library, located at 554 Main
Street, open Tuesday through Friday from 10
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. For more information, please call
the library at (828) 526-3031.

Display at the Hudson Library
illustrates the web of life

For Highlands’ Newspaper advertising
information,

email: highlandseditor@aol.com
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Manley’s Auto & Towing
Oil change • Tires

• Brakes
• 24 Hour Towing Service

• Local & long distance hauls
James “Popcorn” Manley
Hwy 28 South, Highlands

828-526-9805 Hablamos Español

Think Smart!

RECYCLE

Curbside Residental Pickup •Commercial Pickup
(828) 743-4243

BCDA, LLC

Recycle for the Future of Your Community

Want business?
Advertise in Highlands’ Newspaper

email: highlandseditor@aol.com

The town’s annual Scholarship Golf
Tournament takes place Monday, Aug. 17 at
the Cullasaja Club. To register for the affair,
please call David Cull at the club at 526-3531.
Proceeds from the tournament go toward
building the town scholarship fund whose
interest earned
is distributed in
the form of
scholarships to
H i g h l a n d s
School students
headed for col-
lege.

The is one
of the few schol-
arships available
to students any-
where that is re-
newable so stu-
dents can reap-
ply each year as
long as they are
still enrolled in
college.

The com-
mittee in charge
of fundraising is
changing things
up a bit in the fu-
ture and hopes
to have enough
money by 2013,
to give each grad-
uate (today’s ris-
ing 9th graders)
their freshman
year tuition at a
public NC institution.

Talk is also underway to make scholar-
ship distributions more equitable. The Schol-
arship Committee will meet this fall to re-
vise the application as well as establish more
clear criteria for awarding scholarships.

Rachel Lewicki, HS Class of 2004, is a chef from
Johnson & Wales and is doing her required co-
op at The Log Cabin Restaurant. Here she is
working at The Bascom’s Collective Spirits wine
tasting.

Rachel Lewicki, HS Class of 2004, has
been a recipient of Town Scholarship funds
since she graduated from Highlands School.
This has helped her earn two degrees – one
from Appalachian State University and one
from Johnson & Wales University.

For stu-
dents who must
rely on scholar-
ships, grants and
student loans,
every dollar is
appreciated and
sought after – es-
pecially after
their freshman
year in college.

To donate
to the Highlands
School Scholar-
ship, call 526-
2118.

Since inter-
est returns were
down this year,
only $36,774.38
was available for
distribution, but
still the Scholar-
ship Committee
a w a r d e d
$36,700 to the
Class of 2009
graduating se-
niors and previ-
ous graduates
who are con-
tinuing their ed-

ucation.
The Scholarship Fund Balance is

$785,486.02. The more it grows, the more
the scholarship program grows. Please re-
spond when asked whether to volunteer or
donate to this worthy cause.

Town Scholarships help students reach
goals by earning college degrees

• INVESTING IN THE FUTURE •



• CLASSIFIEDS •

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@verizon.net

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Runaround
Sue

Pet Sitting
• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@verizon.net

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•$17 weekly $17 weekly

August Produce
Now Open for the Season!

Locally grown fruits and vegetables

Franklin Road across from the Highlands Smokehouse
526-5933

Open Daily 10-6

Residential • Commercial
Pressure Cleaning, too.

Insured • Licensed • References
Dennis Perkins, owner

5/28828-371-2277 or 828-526-3542

• CLASSIFIEDS •
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HELP WANTED

LICENSED COSMETOLOGIST
NEEDED  – Inquire by phone 828-526-3939.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR- responsible
for overall administration, outreach, and
program oversight, including strategic
planning, budget preparation, development,
and management of staff, tutors, and
students. Ability to work under moderate
stress and follow through on tasks.
Bachelor’s degree or 2 years college and
one year experience in Human Services or
comparable nonprofit setting required.
Background in education and accounting
preferred. Available to work occasional
evenings and weekends as needed. Drop-
off or fax resumé at The Literacy Council of

NEW POLICY
One FREE Classified Ad for ONE item less than $500

(Not animals, no commercial biz).
ONE AD PER FAMILY otherwise:

20 words for $5; $2 for each 10-word increment.

Email copy to:
highlandseditor@aol.com

or FAX to 1-866-212-8913
Send check to:

Highlands’ Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782

Highlands, 348 S. 5th Street, Highlands,
NC. Attention: Melody Mendez, Executive
Director, Fax 828-526-0066. St. 5/21

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY in
Highlands is hiring for a full time grill/deli
position in our new open kitchen. Must have
previous experience. Email
jobs@MGro.com or call 828.526.2400

HIRING FOR TWO NEW
RESTAURANTS – Back of the house and
front of the house needed. Call 526-3380 or
342-5174..

DIETARY AIDE needed the in
Nutritional Services department at
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. PRN position
available. Must have dietary experience. Pre-
employment screening required. Call
Human Resources at 828-526-1376 or apply

online at www.hchospital.org.
MLT or MT needed in the laboratory at

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Third shift, full
time/36 hours per week with occasional
weekend and holiday rotations. Registry of
ASCP or equivalent required. Must be able
to work alone. 3-5 years experience as a
generalist with blood banking experience
preferred. Full benefits, or the option to opt
out of benefits for an increase in pay,
available after 60 days of full-time
employment. We are now offering part- time
employees, working at least 24 hours a
week, medical insurance. Pre-employment
screening required. Call Human Resources
at 828-526-1376 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

UNIT CLERK/C.N.A II needed in the
Acute Department at Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital. Current licensure, knowledge of
medical terminology and computer
experience required. Part time/24 hours per
week. We are now offering part- time
employees, working at least 24 hours a
week, medical insurance. Pre-employment
screening required. Call Human Resources
at 828-526-1376 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

RN needed in the Emergency Room
at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Full Time
position available. ER experience required.
Full benefits, or the option to opt out of ben-
efits for an increase in pay, available after
60 days of full-time employment. We are
now offering part- time employees, working
at least 24 hours a week, medical insur-
ance. Pre-employment screening required.
Call Human Resources at 828-526-1376 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org

RNs at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and
Fidelia Eckerd Living Center. Full, Part-time
and PRN positions available for 12 hour day
and night shifts. Excellent wage scale, with
shift and weekend differentials. Full bene-
fits, or the option to opt out of benefits for
an increase in pay, available after 30 days
of full-time employment. We are now offer-
ing part- time employees, working at least
24 hours a week, medical insurance. Pre-
employment screening required. Call Hu-
man Resources at 828-526-1301 or apply
online at www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II at Fidelia Eckerd Liv-
ing Center. PRN positions are available. Our
wage scale is $11.00 to $14.40 per hour,
and you also receive shift and weekend dif-
ferentials. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Human Resources, 828-
526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

WANTED – STOLEN CRAFTS

HARD WORKING CRAFTERS NEED
BACK ITEMS STOLEN FROM CRAFT
SHOW – Horse Hair Pottery Bowls and
Vases, Folk Art Gas Cans & Basket. 787-
2021. Milll Creek Gallery on Oak Street.

WORK WANTED

HARDWORKING COUPLE LOOKING
FOR LANDSCAPING AND YARDWORK
AND HOUSECLEANING WORK –  Call
Juan Diaz at 828-200-1038 or 828-526-1025.

LOST PETS
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526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

A New Kind of  Home Service
Expert cleaning and home care

by someone who pays clear attention to details.

DETDETDETDETDETAILSAILSAILSAILSAILS

Private homes and vacation rentals. White-glove service, organic
products, and demonstrations upon request. If you’ve entrusted

the care of your Highlands home to someone in the past and
been in any way disappointed, please contact me for a
consultation. Highlands resident. References available.

Visit www.details-clean.com or call (828) 342-8853.

515 Wyanoak Drive • Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268

tinarogers@nctv.com

Michael David Rogers
Native grown trees and plants

Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance

WAYAH Insurance Group
Auto- Business- Home- Life- Health

526-3713
800-333-5188

www.wayah.com
Professional • Local

Great Service • Great Prices 2/5

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•$17 weekly $17 weekly

ClassiC Painting
Interior • Exterior• Staining • Ceilings

Pressure Washing • Deck Care
Ceilings • Dry Wall Repair

New Construction
Residential or Commercial

Licensed & Insured
For free estimate call: 828-421-4987

• CLASSIFIEDS •

Stucco

6/18

LOST – A MALE BLACK Cat, Keesa,
lost in vicinity of Mt. Lori and N. Cobb. Wear-
ing a hot pink rubber flea collar. Please call
Tanya at 828-301-3690, 526-1706 or cell:
828-301-3696.

“STELLA” GIANT BLACK SCHNAU-
ZER nutered female. 65 pounds. Lost near
home on Whiteside Mountain. Has red col-
lar. Child’s companion. May not come to
strangers. “Pound Puppy.” Dearly loved.
Contact Bill or Dottie Jean Stose. 526-0397.

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE

BRAND NEW LOG HOME. 2/2
$275,000. Owner Financing Available. Call
200-9361. 6/18.

QUAINT SUMMER COTTAGE walking
distance to Mirror Lake. 2Br/1Ba, quiet
neighborhood, mature rhodo and laurel,
wood floors, fire pit and wood burning stove.
Offered By Green Mountain Realty Group,
Call now for more info: 1-800-526-1648 ext.
1018

OPEN HOUSE SALE/LEASE Sat June
13, 20, 27 1-5pm; 3bd 2 1/2 bth; hot tub;
directions 828 526 2759.Brokers Protected.

2001 MANUFACTURED HOME – 2
Bed, 1 Bath, on 2 lots – 2.09 unrestricted
acres. Private, great long range view. Private
well with 25 G.P.M. $65,000. (845) 239-
3236.

44.76+/- ACRES $189,000 BANK
FORECLOSURE Tuckaseegee Riverfront
Ridge Top Views MLS #67408 Marty Jones
Realty BRIAN RENFRO, REALTOR 828-
226-0118.

TRILLIUM BEST BUY BIG VIEW
•See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

HOME SITE Great Building Site $189,000
MLS #67480 Marty Jones Realty BRIAN
RENFRO, REALTOR 828-226-0118

GOOD HOUSE FOR $139,500 – 3 bed,
2 bath, high elevation, pond. Call Ann at
Cabe Realty 828-526-2475.

FOR SALE BY OWNER – 535 N. 4th
Street. Zoned Commercial. $350,000. Cur-
rently rented at $2,500 a month. Call 770-
827-0450. (st. 2/19)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

TWO BED. ONE BATH – Fireplace,
W/D, Screened Porch. 122 dog Mtn. Road.
No smoking. $750 per month. Call 828-504-
0664.

LOOKING FOR QUIET, CLEAN,
NONSMOKER to rent furnished 1/1. No pets.
Available July 1. $500 plus utilities. Call 526-
0079. 6/18

3 BED, 2 BATH MOBILE HOME in
town. Call 706-498-6263 st. 6/11

APARTMENT FOR RENT – 1 bed, 1
bath, living area, kitchen and utility room.
$600 per month. $300 security deposit. Rent
includes utilities (electric, water heat). 1 year
lease. Prefer nonsmoker. No pets.
Unfurnished. good for 1-2 people. 838-526-
9494.

TURTLE POND – LEASE TO OWN.
3bd 21/2 bth, hot tub, furnished, no smoking/
pets. 828 526 2759 marbago@hughes.net

GREAT 2 BEDROOM/1BATH
APARTMENT – Main Street, Highlands
includes 9-foot ceilings, central heat & air,
balcony, large laundry room with washer/
dryer. $900 per month plus utilities. Lease
and references required. Contact John

Dotson - 526-5587. st. 5/21
TWO-BEDROOM, 1 BATH HOME.

Close to Hospital. Please Call for more Info.
526-9348.

GARAGE APT. FULLY FURNISHED
IN LAUREL FALLS – close to hospital and
downtown. $475 a month plus utilities. Call
828-787-2423. Available June 15. (st. 5/7)

HOUSE FOR RENT – Scaly Mountain,
2-bed, 2bath cabin rent is $800. Call 423-
715-7757. (6/4)

ONE BEDROOM GARAGE
APARTMENT – Walk to Town. sparesly
furnished, year round for responsible singe
or couple. $550 plus untilities. 526-5558.

APARTMENT FOR RENT partly
furnished, 1BR/ba, 6 mi. from Highlands NO
dogs, NO smoking, $425/mo includes
power/water, negotiable rent 828-787-1515.

YEAR-ROUND RENTAL HOUSE
AVAILABLE ABOUT A MILE FROM MAIN
STREET. One bedroom, one and a half
baths, furnished or unfurnished. Includes
washer and dryer, hardwood floors, vaulted
wood ceilings, nice sunny deck with
mountain and pond views, private. No
smoking or pets. Rate negotiable but first,
last and security deposit required. (828) 421-
7922. (St. 5/7)

HOUSE FOR RENT ON MIRROR
LAKE – 3 bed/3 ba, with w/d, central h/a,
deck. $1,100 per month plus utilities.
Security deposit required, yearly lease, no
smoking. 828-526-4073.

IN-TOWN HIGHLANDS, MIRROR
LAKE AREA, 2Br/2Ba House, W/D,
hardwood floors, deck. No smoking, $750/
mo, available immediately. Green Mountain
Realty Group 828-526-9523.

TWO-STORY APARTMENT FOR
RENT — (3 minutes from Highlands/Cash-
iers Hospital). Recent Renovation. Fully Fur-
nished. 2 bedrooms/2 baths.3 extra-large
closets. kitchen with dishwasher and new
JennAire cook stove, dining area, living room,
native stone fireplace, washer/dryer, cable
and telephone connection. $875 monthly.
Includes water, sewer, electricity, heat. Sin-
gle family.References required. No pets. No
smoking, Call Jim at 1-770-789-2489

APARTMENT FOR RENT – 1 bed, 1
bath,living area, kitchen and utility room.
$650/month. $300 security deposit. First
and last month rent. Rent includes utilities,
(electric, water, heat, local phone) One year
lease. Prefer non-smoker. No pets. Unfur-
nished. Good for 1-2 people. Call 526-9494.

FOR RENT AND SALE – 2/2 condo,
LR, DR, Sun room, W/D. Walk to town.
Available year round. Call 828-421-2144

HOUSE FOR RENT, YEAR-ROUND,
walk to town. 3/3, oil heat, hardwood floors,
small pets ok. $1,275 includes electric. 526-
5558.

1 BED, 1 BATH and small room with
bunk beds on Lake Sequoyah. Furnished,
two boats. $800 a month including utilities
except phone. No pets, no smoking.Call
Tony at 828-332-7830.

SAPPHIRE NC – 2 Story 3Bed/3 Bath,
Yr round views, 2 decks, remodeled, Fur-
nished, 2 car garage. Available yearly or
seasonal. 561-626-9556

FURNISHED 3BD2BATH HOUSE IN
MIRROR LAKE area available for 6-12
month lease $1200+ utilities. Call 770-977-
5692.
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Nails – Tanning
Spray Tans

The only tanning salon serving
Highlands and Cashiers!

Mon,-Sat, – 10 to 6
Walk-ins Welcome

Manager Jenna Schmitt, Nail
Technician

616 Pierson Drive
Highlands • 526-8266

• CLASSIFIEDS •

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled

Self Storage
With covered
loading zone

Highlands Storage Village  •  828-526-4555
Cashiers Road

• Units Available •

3BR, 2BA COTTAGE NEAR MIRROR
LAKE – In town. $1,250 per month. Very
clean. 770-977-5692.

ON MIRROR LAKE – Charming 3 bed,
2 bath. Huge sunroom, stone fireplace, 3
decks, canoe, furnished. Available Nov-May.
$1,500 a month plus utilities. Call 770-435-
0678.

COTTAGE FOR RENT – 1BR, 1BA in
town @ Chestnut Cottages. Private, screen
porch, Heat/AC, FP, extra sleeping loft, fur-
nished or unfurnished. 6 month lease - $750
(includes utilities)“leave message @ 526-
1975

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

HILLTOP GRILL – Super location. 4th
at Spring. Equipment included. $345,000.
Call 828-508-0664.

OFFICE/RETAIL/SPA RENTAL
SPACE -1,080 sq. ft. divided into four rooms
alone with full bath.Conveniently located on
Spring Street.  $750/mo. with the first month
free. Call 352-245-3901.

RENTAL SPACE IN WRIGHT
SQUARE – Half a building or two floors of
one building. Call Harold Brammer. 828-526-
5673. st. 4/16

2,300+/-SQ. FT. OF OFFICE/RETAIL
AVAILABLE for lease or rent to own. Ex-
cellent visibility! Location is 2271 Dillard
Road. Asking $1,250 per month. 526-8953.

VACATION RENTAL

ADORABLE CABIN FOR TWO – Four
blocks from town on Chestnut Street. $80
per night. Available beginning June 5. Call
828-526-9375. 5/28

THOMASVILLE CHINA CABINET IN
EXCELLENT CONDITION. – Lighted
Interior.Glass shelves. Beveled Glass
Doors. Must see. $750. Call 787-1831. 6/
25

BEAUTIFUL SOLD CHERRY DESK
AITH BIRCH TRIM ACCENT. – Only 1-year-
old. Excellent Condition. $3,000. Call 787-
1831. 6/25.

OLD IRON WOOD BURNING COOK
STOVE. Excellent condition. Favorite Stove
Works of Piqua, Ohio. $350. Call: 526-9534.

HIGHLANDS LICENSE PLATES –
New Photo Designs by Cynthia Strain.
Cashiers & Franklin, also. Mill Creek Gallery
& Framing on oak Street. 828-787-2021.

APPLIANCES; white Whirlpool electric
stove, like new, $200, white Frigidaire
dishwasher $100 very good condition. 349-
6402

AIR CONDITIONING UNITS; Whirlpool
20,500 BTU $150, Whirlpool 13,000 BTU
$75, call for more details 349-6402 5/21

KENMORE REFRIGERATOR WITH
ICE MAKER, 17.7 cu. ft.,
almond;$100.00;828-342-9440

BEDS – Remodeling projects makes
top-of-the-line Sealy Posturpedic matresses
and box springs available. 1 king, 2 queen
sets. Best deal of the decade. $350 and
$425. Call 526-9803 6/4

WATERFORD – 12 Alana hi-balls.
$550. Call 526-5211 after 3 p.m. 6/18

HUSQUARNA RANCHER 55 CHAIN
SAW. Excellent Condition. $230. Call 787-
2124 or 200-1250.

4”X6” OAK TIMBERS Lengths 12’-30’
$10 per foot. Delivery available. Call Joey at
828-734-0101

ORVIS FLYFISHING COMBO -

Nobody’s Buying Land ....
Prices are WAY down –

That is why NOW is the time to
Buy Low / Sell High

Lot 1:  1.38 acres, borders the F.S., flat
easy build site with lots of hardwoods, giant rhod-
ies and Mountain Laurels, right next to new $1.6
million-dollar home. Was $329,000 Now
$175,000.

Lot 2:  .75 acres was $179,000 now only
$89,000.

BETWEEN THE FALLS:  2+ acres look-
ing right at a magnificent waterfall, flat easy build
homesite. Another smaller falls cascades down
mossy rocks on the other side. This is truly a
trophy home site. Was $650,000 now offered at
$395,000.

These properties are in Twin Falls High-
lands, a 52-acre, well maintained development
less than 4 miles from Main St. Highlands.

We are governed by the N.C. Planned
Community Act and our own reasonable, well
thought out covenants.

The neighborhood is private with no road
noise, secluded but not remote and level enough
so you can take an easy walk. We have 8 homes
(3 built in the last year). Values range from
$690,000 to $1,650,000.

Directions: From Main St. turn South on
Hwy. 106 (the Dillard Rd.) — go 2.7 miles, turn
right on Owl Gap Rd. go 1.1 miles.

828-526-9622
npvh@netzero.net

Broker protected 7%

RESTORED FARMHOUSE ON
SHORTOFF ROAD.— 2 bedrooms, 2 baths
in a country setting. Well furnished with a
large screened porch. See details and pic-
tures at www.homeaway.com #23644 $800
per week. (912) 354-6917.

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB – Sor-
ry, golf and club priviledges not available.
$2,495 a week. Call 912-230-7202.

THE LODGE ON MIRROR LAKE –
Fish or canoe from deck. Available weekly,
monthly, No min. Call 828-342-2302.

PETS FOR SALE

MALTESE PUREBRED AKC PUP-
PIES – www.toosweetkennels.com. 828-
586-1842 6/11

ITEMS FOR SALE

ENCLOSED TRAILER 10x6 FT.Good
Condition $1250.00 Call (828) 526-8079 6/
18

EPIPHONE 6 STRING ACOUSTIC
GUITAR with hard case-great condition-
$250 828.482.2222

OAK PORCH SWING WITH STAND
$50. 369-5863.

DISHWASHER - Whirlpool, white,
Quiet Wash Plus, Like new - hardly used.
$85.  (828) 787-2130 or
(706) 864-3868

ETHAN ALLEN KING SIZE
BEDROOM SET – Very good Condition.
$450. Call 787-1831

THOMASVILLE MAHOGANY
COFFEE TABLE AND END TABLE. –
Good Condition. Both for $400. Call 787-
1831. 6/25
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Battenkill bbs III 5/7 reel and Clearwater mid
5 wt 7’9" rod. One year old but NEVER
used. Orvis Padded reel case and rod tube/
bag included. $200. 828-399-9427.

BRAND-NEW, NEVER WORN,
WEDDING DRESS AND VEIL. Beautiful;
ivory with beading at waist and scoop neck.
Size 6. Price tags: dress $640 and veil $265.
Make offer. Please call 828-526-5733 or 601-
316 3147.

WOODBURNING FIREPLACE IN-
SERT – Strong and sturdy, 30 inches wide,
29 inches deep and 67 inches high. $175.
Call 526-5749.

GE PROFILE WHITE COUNTERTOP
GAS RANGE WITH DOWNDRAFT. Like
new. $185 Call 787-2232.

KOLCRAFT JEEP WAGONEER TAN-
DEM DOUBLE STROLLER. Used rarely.
Basically brand new. $100 or OBO. Call
526-2536.

125-GALLON ALL-GLASS AQUARI-
UM - over 6 feet in length, was a salt-water
shark-only tank. Comes with Ehiem Pro se-
ries-2 external canister filter, and optional
mahogany base. Will settle for $500; base,
extras and help moving it are optional but
free. Call cell 828-342-2809

SMALL EMERALD AND GOLD RING.
Originally $300. Asking $175. 828-631-2675
after 5 p.m.

BABY LOCK SERGER MACHINE with
extra spools of thread. $200. 828-631-2675
after 5 p.m. Sylva area.

3-PIECE BEDROOM SET – Oak ve-
neer. one dresser, one desk, one chest.
$300. Call 526-5772.

STONE AVAILABLE – Assorted. 14
pallets. $200 per pallet. Call 526-9532

MARTIN-C-1740 UNVENTED GAS
HEATER – with oxygen depleting sensing
system. BTU 40,000. H. 14 24 3/4 W. 25”
D. 13”. Fan blower-model B35. $125. Call
526-5640.

ANTIQUE WOODEN ROCKING
CHAIR FROM LATE 1800’S. Fully refin-
ished. $75. Call 369-5863.

AVON CAPE COD RED GLASS – 8
piece place setting. 64 pieces. $385. Also,
accessory pieces available. Call 828-524-
3614.

GOLF CLUBS CLASSIC – SET OF
MacGregor Tourney 9 irons (2-9 P.W.) 1980.
Persimmon Drivers, new. $50. Used $25.
Also miscellaneous items cheap. Call 706-
746-3046. (Sky Valley).

4 SOLID OAK, LADDERBACK dining
room chairs with woven seats. $400 for set.
Call 526-3048.

CRAFTSMAN 10" RADIAL ARM SAW
WITH STAND. Old but used very little. Ex-
cellent working condition. $150. 828/787-
2177.

COLONIAL GLASS – set of 12 Sher-
bet Goblets, and dessert plates. $35. Call
526-4063.

WATER PURIFYING CHLORINATOR
PUMP with large heavy duty plastic hold-

ing tank. Was $75. Now $50. Call Randy at
828-488-2193.

TWO ELECTRIC WATER COOLERS
for sale. Approximately 38" tall x 12" square.
Put bottled water on top. $50 each. OBO.
Call 526-3262

FREE BRICK FRONT FOR BUILT-IN
FIREPLACE. W-68", H-52" Call:828-349-
3320

LENOX SPICE JARS, full set mint con-
dition, original price $45 each. Also jewelry
call 369-0498. 7-9 p.m.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

SCOOTER 2007 YAMAHA VINO 125
-- Never used. 15 miles logged. Mid-life cri-
sis purchase. $2,200, helmet included. Call
828-526-0844.

1997 DODGE VAN V3500 – 12-ft. open
space. Electrician shelving including.
114,000 miles. $4,000. Call 706-490-7036
6/26

1989 MERCEDES 560 SL – Black,
gray leather only 72,000 miles. Excellent
condition. $15,000. Call 770-827-0450. 7/9

SERVICES

HORSE BOARDING – 10 min. from
Highlands. Full Care. Barn, wash stall, are-
na and trails. Owner & Caretaker live on
site. Call 828-713-6101. St. 5/28.

CLOCK REPAIR – Antique or modern,
complicated antique clocks are my spe-
cialty. Experienced, dependable and cour-
teous with housecalls available in the High-
lands area. Call 706-754-9631. Joseph Mc-
Gahee. Clockmaker.
www.oldclockrepair.com. 9/1\

GRAPHIC DESIGNER – Idenity, brand-
ing, print, packaging, advertising and envi-
ronmental design. Coroflot.com/mackeydj.
mackeydj@gmial.com 513-256-4975.

DEPENDABLE LOVING PET SITTER
– for all types of pets! Houseitting and land-
scapping services also available. Call 443-
315-9547.

RON’S HYDRO-SEEDING – Small Job
Specilist. Call 828-524-3976. 4/23

MILT’S LAWN SERVICE – lawn mow-
ing & weed eating, yard cleaning & light
hauling. Call Milton at 828-421-7919 or Bill
at 828-524-8659. 5/21

24-HOUR CARE FOR YOUR LOVED
ONE – 16 years experience. Will travel to
accommodate. $2,800 monthly, negotiable.
Call Clare Myers 828-349-3479 or 828-342-
1603.5/28

HANDYMAN SPECIAL – Repairs and
Remodeling, Electrical and Plumbing, Car-
pentry and more. Low prices. For free esti-
mate call 828-342-7864.

RELIABLE CHILD CARE IN MY HOME
– Minutes from Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal. Daily/Weekly. 12 years experience, ref-
eremces and Early Childhood credentials.

555 E. Main Street Highlands
at the Beautiful Falls on Main

(828)-526-3350

 SIRIUS Radio
DISH Network

Batteries, TV’s, DVD, DVR
Computers, IPOD & MP3

Wireless Minutes, GO
Phones

International Calling Cards

ALL Your Electronic Needs
Right here in Highlands!

Installation & On Site
Service

OPEN
M-F 10-5 & SAT 10-2

$5 per hour for first child, $10 a day for sec-
ond sibling. Call 743-2672.

LANDSCAPE CLEANUP – leafs, gut-
ters and more. Call Juan at 200-9249 or
526-8525.

FIREWOOD “Nature Dried” Call 526-
2251.

HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL HEMLOCK
WOOLLY ADELGID TREATMENT & FER-
TILIZATION – Great Results by J&J Lawn
and Landscaping services. NC Licensed
Applicator, Highlands, NC 828-526-2251.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SER-
VICES – total lawn care and landscaping
company. 20 years serving Highlands area.
828-526-2251.

TREE SERVICE – Complete Tree Re-
moval, Trimming, Stump Grinding, Lot
Clearing, Under Brushing, and Hemlock
treatment and fertilization for “Woolly Adel-
gid.” 828-526-2251

LANDSCAPING – Complete Land-
scaping Company, Design, Installation and
Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees,
Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork,
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-
Tie work. 828-526-2251

at Head Innovations
GOLD Party!

Tuesday, June 23
from 1-6 p.m.

2250 Dillard Road
 828-787-2343

Atlanta Jeweler Jonathan
Shapero will be on site for

one day.
He pays the highest prices

for precious metals.

Turn your
GOLD

into
GREEN!
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Ruby Cinema
Hwy. 441, Franklin, NC

524-3076

June 24June 24June 24June 24June 24
1-3 p.m.

Mary Kay AndrewsMary Kay AndrewsMary Kay AndrewsMary Kay AndrewsMary Kay Andrews
The Fixer Upper

TBATBATBATBATBA
Cassandra KingCassandra KingCassandra KingCassandra KingCassandra King

(untitled - Set in Highlands)
JulyJulyJulyJulyJuly

 Dorothea Benton FrankDorothea Benton FrankDorothea Benton FrankDorothea Benton FrankDorothea Benton Frank
Return to Sullivan’s Island

SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember
5-7 (Labor Day weekend)

Pat Conroy Pat Conroy Pat Conroy Pat Conroy Pat Conroy South of Broad

Upcoming Book Signings
526-5488 • Main Street

e-mail: cyranos@nctv.com

June 12-18

On-going Events
• RBC Bank Highlands (225 Franklin Rd) is

selling raffle tickets to win a Weber table portable gas
grill. Tickets are $5 and raffle is limited to 100 tickets
only. Get ‘em while they last! Also selling American
Cancer Society “Fight Like A Girl” shirts in their lobby
at 225 Franklin Rd. Highlands. 100% of proceeds
donated to the American Cancer Society.

• Registration is now open for the 2009 summer
nature day camps at the Highlands Nature Center.
Five different camps are offered. Call 828-526-2623

or visit www.wcu.edu/hbs.
• Friends of Panthertown work days, last Thurs-

day of every month (time and location varies). Volun-
teers needed to maintain trails. For more information,
contact Nina Elliott at 828-526-9938 (ext 258).

• Refuge Youth meets every Sun. night at 6:30
p.m. downstairs at Cullasaja Assembly of God. If you
are in grades 6th-12th then this is the place to be! The
church is located at 6201 Highlands Rd. next to Exx-
on. For more info call youth ministers Matt and Can-
dace Woodroof at 828-369-7540 ext 203.

• Yoga at the Rec Park, 7:30 a.m Monday and
Wednesdays.Call 526-4340 for information.

• Yoga in the bottom floor of Jane Woodruff Build-
ing. 10:30 a.m. Thursdays. Call 526-4340.

• NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
of the ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Community
Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-
0365.

• At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal, various exercise classes. Call Jeanette Fisher at
828-526-1FIT.

• “The Circle of Life” support group continues at
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital at the Jane Woodruff
room 201, 10 a.m. until noon. Call Barbara Buchanan
at 526-1402 or Florence Flanagan at 743-2567.

• Yoga Classes Tues/Thurs 4:30 to 6pm and
Saturday 9:30 to 11am, Moonrise Yoga Center, 464
Carolina Way in Highlands, 828-526-8880.

Sundays
• Old-fashioned hymn-sing at the Little Church in

the Wildwood 7-8 p.m. Memorial Day weekend through
Labor Day weekend. For more information call Kay
Ward at 743-5009.

Mon. & Wed.
• Pilates Classes Level 1 of Jane Woodruff at the

hospital at 4 p.m. $10 per class. Call 526-5852.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec

Park, 8-9 a.m. $10 per class or $50 a month.
First Mondays
• Participate in your hospital by joining the Auxil-

iary of the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Auxiliary meet-
ings are held the first Monday of each month at 10 a.m.
at the hospital.

Mondays
• Closed AA meeting, 8 p.m. at the Episcopal

Church at Fifth and Main streets.
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec Park. $3

per person.
Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the

Highlands Conference Center.
• Weight Watchers meets at the Highlands Civic

Center. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting starts at 6
p.m.

• Closed AA Women’s meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the
Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Wednesdays
• Highlands MountainTop Rotary Club meets at

the Highlands Conference Center at 7:30 a.m.
• Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30

a.m.at First Baptist Church.
Wednesdays & Fridays
• Open AA meeting at noon at the Episcopal

Church at Fifth and Main streets.
Every 3rd Wednesday
• Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian Fel-

lowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will be
served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at 6:30
p.m. For more information call 828-524-6777 or 706-
746-9964.

The series of storytelling will con-
tinue at the Martin-Lipscomb Per-
forming Arts Center on June 11 at
7:30 p.m. Elizabeth Westall will be
featured in a one-act play written by
Gary Carden about a mountain
woman, Nance Dude,  accused of
killing her granddaughter. Ms.
Westall holds a Masters degree in En-
glish from Duke University and
taught high school English in
Durham for 27 years. However, she
has acted in or directed numerous
plays and “Nance Dude” is one of her
favorites. Tickets to her performance
are available now at $15 each.
Charge by phone at 526-9047 or visit
www.highlandsperformingartscenter.org..

More storytellers
coming to PAC

Thursdays
• The Zahner Lecture Series at the Nature Cen-

ter at 7 p.m. Subjects vary.
• Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church

on Main and Fifth streets.
• New Yoga Class 4:30 to 6 pm, Advanced Be-

ginner, All Levels Welcome. Moonrise Yoga Center
464 Carolina Way. For more info call Diane Levine,
526-8579

Every 2rd Thursday
• NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Ap-

palachian South support group will meet once a month
through the summer on the third Thursday of each
month. The meetings will be held at 7p.m. at the Chil-
dren’s Home for Family Restoration, 827 Wiley Brown
Rd. in Franklin. NAMI is a grassroots organization
providing support, advocacy and education for indi-
viduals with mental illness and their families. Member-
ship is not required to attend meetings. For more infor-
mation contact:
Ann Nandrea 828 369-7385, Mary Ann Widenhouse
828 524-1355, Carole Light 828 226-6213

2nd & 4th Fridays
• Community Drum Circle at the Highlands Rec

Park, from 6-7:30 p.m. For more information call 421-
0551.

IMAGINE THAT
rated PG-13

Mon-Fri: 4:20, 7:10, 9:20
Sat-Sun: 2:10, 4:20, 7:10, 9:20

LAND OF THE LOST
rated PG-13

Mon-Fri: 4:15, 7, 9:15
Sat-Sun:  2, 4:15, 7, 9:15

UP
rated PG

Mon-Fri: 4:10, 7:05, 9:10
Sat-Sun: 2:05, 4:10, 7:05, 9:10

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 2
rated PG

Mon-Fri: 4:20, 7:15, 9:20
Sat-Sun: 2:15, 4:20, 7:15, 9:20

The 71st Season at the Highlands
Playhouse begins with fond memories
and a look back in time.

Journey back to the 1950s when
television was in its infancy. Families
gathered around a 12-inch screen on
Sunday nights to watch programs that
featured a variety of talent featuring singing
groups like The Taffetas.

The Taffetas is a fun, nostalgic romp
through the songs of the 1950s girl groups.
The music and performers offer the
audience an evening of energetic music
and dance. The audience viewing the play
“acts” as an audience of a fictitious
television show in New York where The
Taffetas are performing.

An homage to the girl-groups of the
1950s, The Taffetas catches up with a quartet
of sisters (Kaye, Peggy, Cheryl and Donna)
from the Midwest who are on their way to
big-time stardom. In this play, The Taffetas
are appearing on television for the first
time; singing, dancing, and telling stories.
The Taffetas covers a wide range of 1950s
hits. With selections from The Fontane
Sisters, The Chordettes, and others, The
Taffetas gives a nice sampling of songs from
the well-known “golden oldies” to
forgotten gem.

The Taffetas is showing at The
Highlands Playhouse  from June 18 until
July 5. Remember there is no performance
July 4th. Performances are Tuesday through
Saturday at 8 pm with a Sunday Matinee
at 2 pm.

There will be an opening night buffet
on July 18th after the performance
generously provided by New Mountain
Events and a chance to meet the cast of
The Taffetas included in your ticket price.

For ticket prices or more information
come by the box office at the Playhouse at
362 Oak Street or call 828-526-2695. Box
office hours are Monday through Saturday
10am until 5 pm.

Highlands
Playhouse opens
72st season with

‘The Taffetas’
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•Se

Fridays & Saturdays
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, at Falls on Main,

complimentary wine samplings during business hours.
Saturdays
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, Falls on Main,

Wine Flights from 4-6:30 p.m. Five wines, artisan chees-
es and specialty foods. $19 per person.

Through Thursday, June 25
• Instruments of Appalachian Music exhibition at

The Bascom in conjunction with the Collective Spirits
wine festival. Public viewing for non-ticket holders will
begin June 2. Admission is free. For information, call
(828) 526-4949 or visit www.thebascom.org.

Through Friday, June 12
• Old Edwards Hospitality Group will host Sum-

mer Style Week. Representing all that is stylish about
the summer season, Summer Style Week is an entire
week of delicious samplings, demonstrations and mini-
seminars to get you ready for a stylish summer. Guests
will get the season’s insider tips from top experts —
including culinary, spa, gardening, tablescapes and
more. The largest event will be a Garden Party at the
Farm on Thursday, June 11 where participants will
enjoy a delicious lunch while learning the secrets of
throwing their own garden party — Old Edwards Style.
Call 866-526-8008 to make your reservation

Thursday-Friday, June 11-12
• Pottery workshop “Mud, Sweat and Tears:

Making Fine Functional Pots,” by Mark Hewitt, will be
held at The Bascom from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for interme-
diate to advanced clay students. Cost is $400/$375
Bascom members. To register, call (828) 526-4949 or
visit www.thebascom.org.

Thursday, June 11
• The Storytelling Series continues at the Martin-

Lipscomb Performing Arts Center with a one-act play
written by Gary Carden. The story of Nance Dude, a
mountain woman accused of having killed her own
granddaughter is brought to life by actress, Elizabeth
Westall. Ms. Westall, a former English teacher, is rec-
ognized throughout western North Carolina for her
acting ability. The performance of the Nance Dude
story starts at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdayat PAC. Tickets
are $15 each and may be charged by phone at 526-
9047, or online at
www.highlandsperformingartscenter.org.

• Taize services will be held at 5:30 pm, at Our
Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church. Taize is a
form of ecumenical prayer that is practiced by many
Christian traditions. It is a means to reconciliation and
peace among the people of God. The services will
include scripture readings, Taize music, silent medita-
tion on the Word of God, and prayers of intercession
and praise.

• A free book signing featuring master ceramic
artist Mark Hewitt will be 5-7 p.m. at The Bascom for
Hewitt’s 2005 acclaimed book co-written with Nancy
Sweezy, “The Potter’s Eye: Art and Tradition in North
Carolina.” Books available for purchase. For informa-
tion, call (828) 526-4949 or visit www.thebascom.org/
presentations.

• Each year CLE offers classes on medical topics
of current interest. The first of this year’s three lectures
will feature Dr. Virginia Templeton discusses dementia.
Dr. Templeton is Associate Director of MemoryCare, a
non-profit organization in Asheville caring for older
adults with memory disorders. “The Many Faces of
Dementia” will be held at the Performing Arts Center
on Thursday, June 11 from 10-12. $20 members, $30
non-members. Contact the Center for Life Enrichment
office at 526-8811 for more information or to register.

When Sergeant Chris Self lines up at the
starting line for Saturday’s Special Operations
Adventure Race, he’ll be indistinguishable
from the other superbly conditioned athletes.

They’ll rocket through a brutal 40-mile
course that’ll test their skills in running, bik-
ing, canoeing and rappelling over eight hours.

But Sgt. Self’s effort is even more remark-
able when you learn that this soldier lost his
right leg below the knee in a December 2005
firefight in Iraq.

 “Well, I just learned to cope with an ar-
tificial leg and I promised myself it wouldn’t
slow me down,” he explains.

This marks the second time Sgt. Self has
signed up for this grueling race.
“I got to meet some of the families that have
been helped by this, so there was no ques-
tion that I was going to come back again,” he
says.

SOAR of Western North Carolina, which
stages the race and a full slate of other fund-
raisers, uses the funds raised to provide for
the education of the children of Special Op-
erations warriors who are killed in the line of
duty.

The SOAR volunteers’ efforts are part of
a national effort to help these youngsters. For
28 years, the Special Operations Warrior
Foundation has strived to have a positive
impact on the children of the fallen heroes of
the Special Operations Forces. The founda-
tion gives all children of these young men
who lost their life a college education (grant,
not a loan).

Local volunteers were reminded of the
urgency of their efforts at their last meeting,
when they were told that their efforts would
help support the education of the stepson of
Navy SEAL Michael Koch, who was recently
killed on his eighth tour of Iraq.

Stories like that are the reason that SOAR
of Western North Carolina is staging a host of
fundraisers this year.

It’s also what keeps a soldier like Sgt.

Self returning to Highlands to test body and
spirit.

If you’d like to help out, but may not
want to participate in the SOAR Adventure,
there are several ways to help out.

There’s the Thursday, June 11th, Silent/
Live Auction at the Highlands Community
Building. Local merchants, businesses and
individuals have donated a treasure chest of
good and services that’ll be available to the
public. Tickets at the door are $30, and early
reservations are $25. For reservations, call
(828) 526-0224. This event, which starts at
5:30 p.m., will include an international tast-
ing bar (featuring Mediterranean, American,
Japanese and Asian dishes) by Chef Nicholas
Figel of Cyprus Restaurant, wine, beer, soda,
and music.

You can also buy raffle tickets being sold
in front of Bryson’s Food Store and Shiraz
Oriental Rug Gallery. It’s a chance to win for
two Chinese rugs donated by Shiraz Rugs,
three American Flag Jackets donated by Jo-
lie’s of Highlands and a 47-inch Vizio LCD
Flat Screen TV donated by the Gary Van Flocke
Family. Tickets are $2 or six for $10.

They’re also providing information
about SOAR of Western North Carolina’s cal-
endar of events, including the June 11th Si-
lent/Live Auction at the Highlands Commu-
nity Building. Local merchants, businesses
and individuals have donated a treasure chest
of goods and services that’ll be available to
the public. Tickets at the door are $30, and
early reservations are $25. For reservations,
call (828) 526-0224. This event, which starts
at 5:30 p.m., will include an international
tasting bar (featuring Mediterranean, Ameri-
can, Japanese and Asian dishes) by Chef
Nicholas Figel of Cyprus Restaurant, wine,
beer, soda, and music.

For more information on SOAR and its
many activities and the children that it serves,
call Buck Trott at (828) 526-4645.

See EVENTS page 26

SOAR activities line-up

Highlands High School  AP Art History class created the Eight Flags for Eight Tours
in honor of the fallen Special Operations members.  Students helping
students. Haley Chalker, Danielle Reese, Brice Jenkins, Kate Marie Parks, Matt
McClellan, and Ashley Dickey participated in the project after studying symbolism
is art this past semester.  Shown is the flag created by Brice Jenkins, this and all of
the other flags will be on display at the SOAR event on Thursday evening at the
Highlands Community Building. At 5:30pm, an International Tasting Bar by Chef
Nick Figel from Cyprus Restaurant, a Martini Bar, Wine, Beer, Music, plus a Silent
and Live Auction. $30 at the door. 

This year, the Bascom is offering
an expanded summer camp, plus
youth exhibitions and classes, at
its new campus. For more
information, contact The Bascom
at (828) 526-4949.
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Who can resist the charm and
unrestricted creativity of children’s art? The
Bascom will be exhibiting all manner of
delightful art projects – a culmination of
the 2008/09 Young Artist Program – from June
19 to July 11 on the ground floor of the main
building at The Bascom. Following will be
the exhibition Summer Camp Projects, which
will be on view July 18 to Sept. 26.

It will be a new experience for children
to have their classes in the beautifully
appointed studio of The Bascom’s new
main building. The north side of the
classroom opens to the outdoors.

The Young Artist Program Summer
Camp for children ages 5 to 13 is from June
23 to July 28.  The camp includes crafts, clay,
painting and mixed media with Bascom art
teacher Susan Nastasic. Camp is offered
Tuesdays at The Bascom: ages 5-8 from 10 to
11 a.m. and ages 9 to 13 from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Camp is offered on Thursdays at
the Highlands Recreation Park: ages 5 to 8
from 1 to 2 p.m. and ages 9-12 from 2 to 3
p.m. Drop in for one class or take them all:
cost is $30 for a 6-class session or $5 per
class.

This season at The Bascom, several
intergenerational classes have been added
that can accommodate young children and
their families. Knitting, mask-making, card-
making and rubber stamping are among the
subjects that will be explored. A full lineup
of classes is available at www.thebascom.org.
Registration is now open for the summer
programs. Prices range from $5 to $95.

Youth programming continues into the
fall and winter. For more information,
contact The Bascom at (828) 526-4949 or
www.thebascom.org.
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• Macon County Manager, Jack Horton, will
speak about financial conditions in Macon County. He
will present information on unemployment, construc-
tion and development, effects on business, the impact
of the economic downturn on county spending, bud-
get, and infrastructure projects, and answer questions
from the audience.
The meeting is being hosted by the League of Women
Voters, and will be held at Tartan Hall of the First
Presbyterian Church. Lunch is available at noon, by
reservation. Call 524-5192 or email lwvmacon@wild-
dog-mountin.info. The program will begin at 12:15.
the public is invited.

• The Zahner Conservation Lecture Series the
Series welcomes author John Yow who will be talking
about his new book, The Armchair Birder: Discover-
ing the Secret Lives of Familiar Birds, which he de-
scribes as ³a different kind of bird book.² While most
bird books try to help you identify 500 species that
you¹re never likely to see, Yow¹s book is a reminder
that the most fascinating birds might well be the ones
right outside our window. 7 pm at the Highlands Na-
ture Center, 930 Horse Cove Rd. and is sponsored
by the Highlands Biological Foundation, Inc. in con-

junction with numerous supporting organizations and
individuals. For a complete schedule, visit
www.wcu.edu/hbs

Saturday-Saturday, June 13-July 11
• The Three Potters: Bringle, Hewitt and Stu-

empfle exhibition at The Bascom. Admission is free. A
public opening reception will be June 13 from 5-7 p.m.
For information, call (828) 526-4949 or visit
www.thebascom.org.

Saturday, June 13
• The Lady Highlanders basketball team will be

having a car wash on Saturday, May 30th and from
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the First Citizens bank park-
ing lot.  Donations will be going to help the team go to
Orlando, Florida for a holiday tournament.  Other do-
nations can be made to the team.  Make checks pay-
able to “Highlands School Booster Club.”

• A pottery-making bonanza featuring demon-
strations and lectures by well-known ceramists Cyn-
thia Bringle, Mark Hewitt and David Stuempfle will be
9 a.m. to noon at The Bascom. Cost is $45/$30 Bas-
com members. To pre-register, call (828) 526-4949
or visit www.thebascom.org/presentations.

• A free World Wide Knit In celebration for knitters

and non-knitters will be 2 to 4 p.m. on the terrace at
The Bascom. Bring a folding chair along with your
yarn or fiber project. For information, call (828) 526-
4949 or visit www.thebascom.org/presentations.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-
ate 3.3 mile hike from Upper Whitewater Falls and
Whitewater River Gorge to Bad Creek Reservoir
Parking Area. The hike requires some scrambling over
roots and rocks to get magnificent views of the highest
waterfall in the eastern US, then proceeds into the
gorge, offering beautiful river views and many wild-
flowers. Meet at the Cashiers Wachovia Bank (in back)
at 10 am; Drive 50 miles round trip. Call leaders Mike
and Susan Kettles at 743-1079 for reservations. Visi-
tors are welcome but no pets please.

• John Collette Fine Arts will host a gala to benefit
the Highlands Cashiers Chamber Music Festival from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday. Fine art, an open bar,
excellent hors’d oeuvres, and artist raffles will make for
a festive evening. HCCMF will receive a commission
from all paintings sold and the proceeds from the sale

• UPCOMING EVENTS •

Lady Henrietta Spencer-Churchill, Chip
Callaway, Margie Shambaugh to speak

at Mountains in Bloom
Three dynamic lectures will add to the

multi-day spread that is the Mountains in
Bloom garden festival, set for Highlands July
7-11.

Mountains in Bloom features a garden
tour of seven Highlands homes, a flower
show and photography competition, lec-
tures, a home and garden shop and a Giv-
erny-themed Patrons Party, and all proceeds
benefit The Bascom, a nonprofit visual arts
center.

On Tuesday, July 7, at 5:30 p.m. in The
Bascom’s new ground-floor Two-Dimen-
sional Studio, hear a lively talk on the me-
dicinal properties of plants by Highlands’
own Margie Shambaugh: “Flower Reme-
dies: Take Two Roses and Call Me in the
Morning.” Cost is $10.

Then on Thursday, July 9, come to “An
English House and Garden Extravaganza,”
where two highly acclaimed speakers, in-
terior designer Lady Henrietta Spencer-

Churchill and landscape designer/garden
restorer Chip Callaway, will wow the crowd
at two sessions. Held at the Performing Arts
Center, Spencer-Churchill will speak on
“Georgian Style and Design for Contem-
porary Living,” and Callaway will speak on
“What’s New in Old Gardens.” Attendees
choose either a morning session (8:30 a.m.
to noon) or an afternoon session (1-4 p.m.),
with a book signing and the Café Royal gour-
met experience in between lectures and
slide presentations. Cost is $100.

Tickets for the lectures and Mountains
in Bloom are on sale now. Prices for the
other events vary. Corporate sponsors are
Old Edwards Inn & Spa, WNC magazine,
Franklin Ford/Moss Robertson Cadillac,
The Highlander, The Laurel magazine and
Lupoli Construction.

For tickets or more information about
Mountains in Bloom, call (828) 526-4949.

Lady Henrietta Spencer-
Churchill

Chip Callaway Margie Shambaugh

of raffle tickets. Invitations will be sent. The gala also
marks the public’s first chance to view John Collette’s
new location at the center of Highlands, 381 Main
Street.

• Highlands Plateau Greenway Annual Meeting
and Picnic. Will meet at 5 p.m. at the Picnic shelters at
the south end of the Highlands Recreation Park. A
hamburger and hot dog picnic will be provided. We
will have a very brief business meeting to review the
year’s highlights and to elect new board members.
We will also have badminton and croquet for kids of all
ages to enjoy. Please call the Rec Park at 526-3556
for reservations.

Sunday-Friday, June 14-19
• Join us for Vacation Bible School at Clear Creek

Baptist Church. This year we will be learning about
the authority and reliability of God’s word. Please join
us from 7 – 9 p.m. nightly. All ages are invited, includ-
ing adults.

Sunday, June 14
• A Courtyard Poetry Reading at Summit One

Zahner Conservation Lecture Series
Continues Thursday June 11th with

author John Yow on
“The Armchair Birder: Discovering the

Secret Lives of Familiar Birds”
John Yow will be talking about his new

book, The Armchair Birder: Discovering the
Secret Lives of Familiar Birds—which he
describes as “a different kind of bird book.”
While most bird books try to help you iden-
tify 500 species that you’re never likely to
see, Yow says his book is a reminder that
the most fascinating birds might well be
the ones right outside our window.  Yow’s
book covers 42 familiar species, devoting
a detailed essay to each, and delving into
their sometimes less familiar antics —
from the philandering of the ruby-throat-
ed hummingbird, to the occasional dipso-
mania of the cedar waxwing, to the “less
than exemplary” behavior of our national
emblem, the bald eagle.  Based on his own
observations, as well as those of America’s
classic bird writers like John James Audu-
bon and Arthur Cleveland Bent, Yow says
that “instead of bare facts and field marks”
his book “offers anecdotes and stories—
the readable, engaging stuff backyard bird-
ers will enjoy.”  Yow earned a Ph.D. in lit-
erature before veering from academia into
the publishing business, where he served
as Senior Editor at Atlanta’s former Long-
street Press.  He now is a full-time author
of several books.

Next Thursday, June 18th, the Series
welcomes Ran Shaffner, Rosemary Stiefel
and Gary Wein from the Highlands-Cash-
iers Land Trust as they reflect on “100 Years
of Land Conservation” on the Highlands
Plateau, telling the story of Land Trust’s
history of land conservation in honor of

their centennial.
The Zahner Conservation Lecture Se-

ries is held each Thursday during the sum-
mer months at 7pm at the Highlands Na-
ture Center, 930 Horse Cove Rd. and is spon-
sored by the Highlands Biological Foun-
dation, Inc. in conjunction with numer-
ous supporting organizations and individ-
uals.  For a complete schedule, visit
www.wcu.edu/hbs.
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •
Gallery on S. 2nd Street. From 2-4 p.m. Bring lawn
chairs and blankets and enjoy a cool glass of lemon-
ade, poetry and art. Poetry by Joyce Foster and art
by Jane Smithers.

• Please join the parishioners of Christ Anglican
Church for their Annual Welcome Back Picnic on Sun-
day at The Summer Chapel, Whiteside Cove Road.
The Most Rev. Walter H. Grundorf, Presiding Bishop,
Diocese of the Eastern United States will be celebrat-
ing the Eucharist. This service will be much like Church
services that were held over 100 years ago. Its sim-
plicity will be a moving experience, and we pray that
God will anoint everyone with His Holy Spirit at this
joyous time of worship and fellowship. Please arrive
by 12:30 in order to park. The service will begin at 1
p.m. with a picnic to follow. Please bring a covered
dish and a folding chair. In honor of Bishop Grundorf’s
visit we are asking everyone bring a bag, or 2 of food
to help with Highlands Food Pantry. Items needed
are: canned meat (tuna & salmon); plain rice; tortillas;
dried black beans; cooking oil, sugar; canned fruit;
diapers; shampoo, shaving cream, lotion; toilet paper
and paper towels. The food pantry is providing more
food now than ever and we want to make sure the
shelves are stocked. To learn more about Christ An-
glican Church of Highlands/Cashiers, visit us at our

website www.christanglicanchurch.com.
Monday, June 15–Friday, June 19
• Pottery workshop “Finding Your Form Through

Nature,” by Alice Ballard, will be held at The Bascom
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for beginning to advanced clay
students. Cost is $395/$375 Bascom members (basic
materials and firing included). To register, call (828)
526-4949 or visit www.thebascom.org.

Monday – Wednesday, June 15-17
• Community Bible Church’s summer ARTS camp

is for children who are rising 2nd graders – rising 6th
graders. We will be specializing in teaching the ARTS
through Dance, Painting/Drawing, Music, Drama and
Audio-Visual. 9am – noon. 3645 Cashiers Rd., High-
lands, NC 28741. For more information, visit our web-
site: www.cbchighlands.com or call 828-526-4685.

Monday, June 15
• A lecture by celebrated ceramist Alice Ballard,

“Discovering Form Through Nature,” will be held at 7
p.m. at The Bascom. Cost is $15/$10 Bascom mem-
bers (free to Ballard’s Bascom students). To pre-reg-
ister, call (828) 526-4949 or visit www.thebascom.org/
presentations.

• Art class “Learn to Knit” by Fayne Ansley, will
be held at The Bascom from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. for
beginning to advanced students. Designed for the
whole family. Cost is $25/$20 Bascom members. To
register, call (828) 526-4949 or visit
www.thebascom.org.

• At CLE, Hiking the Carolina Mountains Danny
Bernstein, 10:00-12:00 lecture Peggy Crosby Center
$25/$35; 1:00-2:30 hike Glen Falls

Tuesday, June 16
• “Junior Ecologists” day camp at the Highlands

Nature Center. June 16-19, 10 am – 4 pm daily. Learn
what field biologists do while conducting real science
such as measuring trees and mapping stream sala-
mander communities. Ages 11-15. $50 per child, pre-
registration required. Call 526-2623.

• The Highlands Plateau Audubon Society will
have a field trip around Highlands to look for breeding
birds. Meet at the public parking area next to the town
hall at 7:30 a.m. For additional information call Brock
Hutchins at 828-787-1387.

• Macon County Democratic Women will meet at
the Sunset Restaurant in Franklin at 1 p.m. For more
information, call Elizabeth Cabe at 524-6859.

• Please join Mountain Air Chiropractic for a free
lecture at 6 p.m. at their Cashiers office Topic: Hip,
Knee and Ankle Health. For more information call us at
828-743-9070 or 828-526-3709.

• At CLE, The World in 100 Years William Hart-
man, 10:00-12:00 $25/$35 PAC

Thursday, June 18 – Sunday, July 5
• At Highlands Playhouse, The Taffetas,

Tuesdays through Sundays, 8 p.m. everyday except
Sunday which is 2 p.m. For ticket prices or more
information come by the box office at the Playhouse at
362 Oak Street or call 828-526-2695. Box office hours
are Monday through Saturday 10am until 5 pm.

Thursday, June 18–Saturday, Aug. 15
• Helen Frankenthaler and the Color Field Paint-

ers exhibition at The Bascom. Admission is free. For
information, call (828) 526-4949 or visit
www.thebascom.org.

Thursday, June 18
• At Creative Concepts at Falls on Main, “Girls

Night Out!” from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Offering massages
and facials with new green products. Also, 35% all
products and 50% off all jewelry. Gold buyer also
available. Raffle and snacks. For information call 526-

Highlands School sixth-grade
students raise butterflies

By Dr. Becky Schilling
On May 29, Stephanie Smathers and her

Highlands School 6th grade students released
about 30 Painted Lady butterflies in the but-
terfly garden in front of the school.

The students had raised the butterflies
in their classroom.

The hands-on process started April 29,
when the students pressed food into tiny cups
where the larvae (caterpillars) could feed and
grow.

Eight days later, “Our butterflies are hu-
mungous!” students shouted as they walked
on the outdoor track near the butterfly gar-
den.  It was welcome news to the Mountain
Garden Club members working in the but-
terfly garden that day.

Giving 6th grade students butterfly lar-
vae to raise in the classroom is a Mountain
Garden Club tradition.

By May 11, many of the larvae had
formed chrysalises (cocoons), and the stu-
dents gently moved them to a netted pavil-
ion.

Then the wait began.  Normally adult
butterflies start to hatch in 7 to 10 days.

May 20 came and still nothing had hap-
pened. Were the chrysalises ok?  Had some-
thing gone wrong?

Finally, May 21: “Two butterflies have
hatched—just now noticed — cannot believe
it —i t is no neat — the kids will be happy,”

wrote Smathers in an email to the Mountain
Garden Club.

“Raising butterflies from larvae helps stu-
dents learn about metamorphosis and the
butterfly life cycle,” explained Elizabeth Lit-
tle of the Mountain Garden Club. “It also
gives the kids insights about plants and in-
sects.  In a garden, host plants like dill and
parsley provide food for butterfly larvae, while
nectar-producing plants provide food for
adult butterflies.”

Earlier this spring the students planted
dill and parsley in the butterfly garden to feed
native butterfly larvae.

In the classroom, the students fed their
adult butterflies with nectar substitutes: sug-
ar water and sliced oranges.

After a solid week of rain, May 29th

dawned bright and clear.  The perfect day for
the students to release their winged prodi-
gies.

With all eyes focused on the pavilion,
Ivy Satterwhite unzipped the top, and the first
butterflies flew out.  Students took turns help-
ing the butterflies up and out of the pavilion.

Several butterflies lingered on students
before flying away.

Maybe the butterflies were warming
their wings, preparing themselves for flight.
Or maybe they were saying thank you.
Whichever it was, it was worth the wait.

Above: Painted Lady butterfly on Ali
Bolt’s toes. Photos by Becky Schilling.
Left: Grace Brassard and Painted Lady
butterfly.

3939.
• Taize services will be held at 5:30 pm, at the

Holy Family Lutheran Church. Taize is a form of ecu-
menical prayer that is practiced by many Christian
traditions. It is a means to reconciliation and peace

among the people of God. The services will include
scripture readings, Taize music, silent meditation on
the Word of God, and prayers of intercession and
praise.

Walk in the Park
set for June 28

In the early 1900s Dr. Mary Lapham
built 60 cottages in Highlands to
house tuberculosis patients, but left
America to treat victims of World
War I. Becky Schilling, seen here
inside the TB cottage that now stands
on the grounds of the Highlands
Historic Village, will portray Dr.
Lapham in this year’s Walk in the
Park. Six more actors will portray
persons important to Highlands’
history in Walk in the Park
performances at Memorial Park
tomorrow and Saturday, and at the
Performing Arts Center on Chestnut
Street on Sunday. Shuttles will run
from the Rec Park every 15 minutes
tomorrow and Saturday from 6 - 7:30
p.m. Sunday’s performance starts at
4 p.m. Tickets for adults are $15 each;
students are admitted free. Proceeds
benefit the Historical Society.
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• BIZ NEWS •

On Saturday, June 13, John Collette Fine
Art will host a benefit for the Highlands-
Cashiers Chamber Music Festival from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m.

Fine art, an open bar, excellent hors’d
oeuvres, and artist raffles will make for a
festive evening. HCCMF will receive a
commission from all paintings sold and the
proceeds from the sale of raffle tickets. John
Collette Fine Art’s new location is on Main
Street in Highlands across from Buck’s Coffee
Cafe.

The celebration continues the gallery’s
tradition of supporting the festival. The gala
also marks the public’s first chance to view
John Collette’s new location at the center of
Highlands, 381 Main Street (across from
Buck’s Coffee Shop).

The new space was developed by famed
designer Joel Kelly. This summer marks the

HCCMF’s 28th season. It’s an ambitious slate
that features performances by The Eroica Trio,
The Smoky Mountain Brass Quintet, The
Biava String Quartet, Winds in the Mountains
and individual musicians. That’s a lot
jammed in to a season that only stretches
from July 5th to August 9th. But within that
brief window are concerts that have captured
the attention of National Public Radio and
produced its own unforgettable CD.

Concerts are held at 6 p.m. Fridays and 5
p.m. Sundays at the Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center at 507 Chestnut Street
in Highlands; and at 5 p.m. Saturdays and
Mondays at the Albert Carlton-Cashiers
Community Library.

To learn more about the Festival’s 28th
season of chamber music at its best, call (828)
526-9060 or visit www.h-cmusicfestival.org.

John Collette Fine Art on Main Street to
host series of benefits this season

John Collette Fine Arts will host a gala
to benefit the Highlands Cashiers Chamber
Music Festival from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
June 13th.

Fine art, an open bar, excellent hors’d
oeuvres, and artist raffles will make for a
festive evening. HCCMF will receive a
commission from all paintings sold and the
proceeds from the sale of raffle tickets.
Invitations will be sent.

The gala also marks the public’s first
chance to view John Collette’s new location
at the center of Highlands, 381 Main Street
(across from Buck’s Coffee Shop). The new
space was developed by famed designer Joel

Kelly.
It’ll also be an introduction to the newest

artists featured in the gallery – Barry Sons
and Karen Lawrence (profiled elsewhere in
this issue of Laurel); Christopher Bell, an
apprentice of Julyan Davis; Louis Ruis, who
turns exquisite bowls from exotic woods; and
Dale Weiler, who carves trout from marble
and alabaster.

Other local causes that’ll benefit from
openings at John Collette Fine Arts this
season are The Highlands Playhouse,
Cashiers-Highlands Humane Society, and
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

H-C Chamber Music to be first Collette
benefit recipient – June 13

On the first Saturday of June, businesses
across the state showed their support for their
local land trusts by donating a percentage of
their sales or by making donations to them.
Land Trust Day, as it is
known, is a state-wide
public awareness event
that began several years
ago but is in its third
year locally and is
scheduled to coincide
with National Trails
Day. Several businesses
participated last Satur-
day in support of High-
lands-Cashiers Land
Trust and their local
land conservation
work.

Highland Hiker,
The Orchard and
Whole Life Market have
been supporting Land
Trust Day since it began
locally three years ago.
Victoria’s Closet & VC
for Men have expand-
ed to include Victoria’s Sportswear and are
now in their second year as Land Trust Day
supporters along with Fressers Eatery. Deb-
bie Grossman, Owner of Fressers Eatery said,
“By supporting Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust, we are helping to protect the landscape
that draws so many of our customers here in

Local businesses partner with Land Trust
the first place. For me, it’s a smart invest-
ment in my business as well as our commu-
nity.” Grossman added, “My customers loved
the idea of eating dessert for a good cause!”

Lakeside Restaurant
also donated 15% of
dinner sales from
HCLT supporters on
Wednesday as part of
their “Evening at
Lakeside” program.
The Land Trust is also
proud to welcome
their newest Conser-
vation Business Part-
ner, The Chinquapin
Company.

Land Trust De-
velopment Director,
Julie Schott, said,
“Highlands and
Cashiers are blessed,
not only with an
abundance of natu-
ral beauty and bio-
logical diversity, but
also to have a com-

munity of individuals and businesses who
recognize the importance of working togeth-
er to protect what we all hold dear.” High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust protects nearly
1,700 acres in 56 places. For more informa-
tion, call Julie Schott at 526-1111.

Macon County Public Health Center’s
Lead School Nurse, Jennifer Garrett, reminds
parents that an immunization rule states that
a booster dose of Tdap is required for all
children before entering 6th grade in the
public schools or by age 12 for those attending
private, religious, home schools, etc, or if it
has been more than 5 years since your child’s
last dose of tetanus-containing vaccine.

Bring proof of vaccination to the school
on the first day of 6th grade. Acceptable proof
of vaccination is a copy of the child’s
Certificate of Immunization. You will have
30 days from the first day of attendance to
present the required up-to-date record for
your child. If proof of vaccination is not
provided by the end of the 30 calendar day
period, the child will be suspended from
school until proof of immunization is
provided.

Tdap is a combination vaccine that
provides protection against three diseases:
tetanus, diphtheria, and Pertussis (commonly
called whooping cough).  This vaccine can
be provided at the Macon County Public
Health Center or by contacting your child’s

Immunization requirement for 6th

grade entry
health care provider for an immunization
appointment.  The cost of the vaccine is free;
although your child’s health care provider
may charge a small administration fee to give
the vaccine.

Other vaccines you may want to discuss
with your child’s health care provider are:

• Meningitis: which is an infection of
the fluid of a person’s spinal cord and the
fluid that surrounds the brain.  It can lead to
the loss of a limb, brain damage, or death.

• Human Papillomavirus (HPV): HPV
can cause cervical cancer. The HPV vaccine is
only approved for females between 9 and 26
years of age.

The Macon County Public Health
Center will offer an immunization clinic at
the public health center on Tuesday, June 23rd

from 2pm – 6pm for rising 6th graders who
are eligible to receive the Tdap vaccine.  There
will be no charge for the Tdap vaccine.  Garrett
reminds parents to make sure their child is
ready and up-to-date on his/her
immunizations prior to the start of the 6th

grade school year.
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• POLICE & FIRE • • FUN & GAMES •
PseudoCube©

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged

in three layers with 9 numbers each. These numbers are
arranged in a special pattern: For each layer, the sum of
the three numbers in each row, column or diagonal, is 3
times its center number. Eight diagonals connect all 3 lay-
ers by running through the center number of the middle
layer. Each diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling the to-
tal of the three center numbers. One of the diagonals is
shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and

the other numbers given. Now pour a cup of coffee, pick up
a pencil and eraser and try to figure out where the other
numbers belong. Good Luck!

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com.

Mystery Word:
Labored (6)

Across
1.Sorrow (3)
2. Gym shoe type  (3)
3. Line (3)

Down
4.Us (2)
5. Alright (2)

Solution to #BN4A in June 4 issue

 #DN4A Level of Difficulty – Hard

Hex-a-Ku© 2009

OBJECT:
A mystery word or phrase using all different letters

is designated by circled squares (other short words will
appear when solving, for which a list of meanings is
provided). Every puzzle has a different mystery word or
phrase (no spaces). Assign different letters to each
square of each column and row. In addition, 3x2 cells in
the puzzle layout have the same different letters. (This
is similar to Sudoku but uses letters instead of numbers.)

How to Solve:
Determine the different letters among those given.

Write in the mystery word using the clue and these
letters. Other small words will appear in the puzzle. As
in conventional crossword puzzles, a list of meanings
for these Across/Down words is given and number
positions shown. Doing them will speed up your solution
to the puzzle. Using your powers of induction, inference
and insight, place missing letters in blank squares
according to the rules noted above. Focus your attention
where the least number of letters are needed to complete
a row, column or cell.

Solution to June 4 Hex-a-Ku

by Pete Sarjeant and Don Cookby Pete Sarjeant and Don Cook

The following are the Highlands Police Dept. log entries
from May 29. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-
3 misdemeanor, or public officials have been used.

May 29
• Officers responded to a call for service concerning a truck parked

in the road on S. 4th Street.
May 31
• Officers responded to a “barking dog” complaint from residents on

Shelby Court.
• Officers responded to a “barking dog” complaint from a resident on

Paul Walden Way.
• Officers responded to a one-vehicle accident on Main Street.

There were no injuries.
June 2
• Officers helped a resident on Horse Cove Road who was locked

out of her house.
• Officers responded to a call for service on Pine Street where

gasoline was leaking from a vehicle on to the road.
June 4
• A person came to the police department to report that someone had

been communicating threats to him in the Highlands Plaza parking lot.
• A driver reported the reckless driving of another driver on Spring

Street.
• Officers responded to a two-vehicle accident on S. 3rd Street.

There were no injuries.
June 5
• Officers stood by at the Civic Center during an event twice on

Friday.
• Officers were called to Highlands School by a parent concerning

an incident involving her son outside the Highlands jurisdiction. She was
referred to the Macon County Sheriff’s Dept.

June 7
• Officers were called to Paul Walden Way concerning a barking

dog.
June 8
• Officers responded to a 9-1-1 hang-up from a Log Cabin Road.
June 9
• Officers were asked to assist another agency in the detention of a

motorist.

• During the week the officers issued 22 citations and responded to
6 alarms.

The following are the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log
entries from June 3:

June 3
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on

Henry Wright Road. The victim was transported to the hospital.
June 5
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on

Club House Trail. The victim was transported to the hospital.
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at

Highlands Country Club. The victim was transported to the hospital.
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on

Cherokee Drive. The victim was transported to the hospital.
June 6
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on

Mack Wilson Road. The victim was transported to the hospital.
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on

Oak Street. There was no transport.
June 7
• The dept. responded to an alarm at the hospital. It was false.
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on

Shelby Circle. The victim was transported to the hospital.
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on

Mack Wilson Road. The victim was transported to the hospital.
June 8
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call on

Hemlock Wood Road. There was no transport.
Note:
The Fire & Rescue Department asks that returning residents trim

back their driveways and make sure their 911 address is visible.
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The Falls on Main
526-5210

highlandswine@nctv.comwww.chambersagency.net

The

Chambers
Agency
Realtors

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

Phone: 526-3717
Toll Free: 1-888-526-3717

401 N 5th St, Highlands

Drake’s
Diamond Gallery
– For the luxury of custom jewelry

WWWWWanda H. Drakeanda H. Drakeanda H. Drakeanda H. Drakeanda H. Drake
~ Custom designed jewelry featuring diamonds
of every size and shape, colored stones, pearls

& sterling silver
~ Offering appraisals and repairs ~ Insurance

replacements
~ Open year round, Tuesday through Saturday,

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
152 South Second Street

828-526-5858 or 404-668-4380
drakesdiamonds@yahoo.com

526-2400
520 East Main Street

Vine Ripe
Tomatoes 89¢/lb.

WWW.NCHIGHLANDS.NET

Bert Mobley
Harry Norman Realtors

828 200-0846
bert.mobley@harrynorman.com

A one-stop site for all you need
to know about Highlands and

real estate in the area

U.S. 64 east
(past the crossroads on the left)

Horacio’s
Italian Family Restaurant
Pastas • Pizza • Steak • Seafood

828-743-2792
Starts at $12

Panini Express
Specialty Sandwiches

Combo Special $7.50 (all included)
828-743-2121

In Cashiers!

LATE NIGHT CRAVINGS!
Monday thru Thursday

10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday & Saturday
10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
CLOSED SUNDAYS

NATIONWIDE SHIPPING
370 Main Street

Highlands, NC * 28741 (828) 526-3788

A terrible thing happens
when you DON’T

advertise....
NOTHING!

Email:
highlandseditor@aol.com

for rates and sizes
or

Call: 526-0782

• BIZ NEWS •
Food Pantry big winner at Rotary Bingo

The Rotary Club of Highlands and the Highlands United Methodist church
partnered to sponsor “Loaves & Fishes Rotary Bingo” with all Bingo proceeds
being donated to the Highlands Food Pantry. The winners of the final Super
Bingo game were Elizabeth Motz, Brenda Sherwood and Elaine Reynolds,
shown here with Rotary President Derek Taylor and HUMC minister and
Rotarian Paul Christy.

At its May 26
meeting, the Rotary

Club of Highlands
recognized the

Highlands School May
Scholars of the

Month.  Pictured with
Derek Taylor, club

President, are
elementary school

winner, Peyton
Coppage, middle

school winner, Ann
Marie Crowe and high
school winner, Rachel

Hedden.

Scholars
recognized
at Rotary
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Saturday
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