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This Week in Highlands

Thurs., June 18 - Sun., July 5

+ AtHighlands Playhouse, The Taffetas,
8 p.m. &2 p.m. on Sunday. Call 526-2695.

Thursday, June 18

+ At Wolfgang's on Main, 5:30 in Bistro
Tom Quigley, Acoustic Singer/Songwriter.

+ At Creative Concepts at Falls on Main,
“Girls Night Out!” from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Raffle
and snacks. For information call 526-3939.

* Taize services at 5:30 pm, at the Holy
Family Lutheran Church.

Saturday, June 20

+V/acation Bible School with Shortoff Bap-
tist Church, 9a.m.to 3 p.m. at Zachary Park at
Buck Creek Field. Call Melanie Miller at 828-
787-1788.

« At Wolfgang's on Main 3:30—5:30 Com-
plimentary Wine Tasting & Tom Quigley, Acous-
tic Singer/Songwriter.

+ At Drake’s Diamond Gallery, Alwand
Vahan Trunk Show with hors d'oeuvres and
champagne cocktails. 526-5858

* “Nature by Night” at the Highlands
Nature Center. 9—10:30 pm. Call 526-2623.

* Reese Family Reunion atthe Rec Park
10a.m.to 2 p.m. Bring covered dish. Call Ann
Wilson at 864-888-1111 for more information.

« Highlands Greenway Construction at
the Rec Park lower loop trail and on the steps
Call Hillrie Quin at 526-2385.

» At PAC, Cherokee and Folk Tales of
Western North Carolina 7:30 pm. Call 526-
9047.

Monday, June 22

+ At Wolfgang's on Main, Wine Dinner
featuring wines from King Estate from Oregon.
6 p.m. Call526-3807.

Mon.-Fri., June 22-26

* Vacation Bible School at HUMC at
5:30-8 p.m. for grades 2 years through 5th
grade.Call Allison Tate at 526-3376.

Tuesday, June 23

« Fressers Eatery presents:An Evening
With Gabrielle Leonhard and The Gabrielle Col-
lection of Wines at 6:30 p.m. Call 526-4188.

+Immunization Clinic atthe Macon County
Public Health Center 2 pm — 6pm for rising 6"
graders who are eligible to receive the Tdap
vaccine. It's free.

Town’s operations budget cut for FY10

With stimulus dollars in the
millions the center of town con-
versation lately, the impression may
be that the town is overspending,
but in fact the 2009-'10 budget rep-
resents reductions in many areas,
says Town Manager Jim Fatland.

“To get a feel for the budget,
people should consider the cost of
operations, not capital projects,
most of which will be paid for with
grant and no interest loans,” he

Funding
and more
discussed at
TB meeting

Wednesday night’s Town
Board meeting was centered around
committee reports, adopting reso-
lutions, finalizing lease agreements,
streamlining committee appoint-
ments, and allocating nonprofit
funds.

The Board entered into one-
year lease agreement with Macon
Bank for the .19-acre parcel adja-
cent to Pine Street which includes
the gazebo for $442 per year —the
amount the town assesses the bank
in taxes.

“We can't grant free taxes, but
we can pay them what they pay us,”
said Town Manager Jim Fatland.

In April 2009, the town took
over the operations of the Commu-
nity Building and put it under the
supervision of the Rec Department
which will be responsible for sched-
uling and cleaning the facility after
events.

Assuch, Wednesday night, the

=See FUNDING page 7

Oriental Art & Fine Jewelry

for Nearly 50 Years

Stone Lantern

Main Street * Highlands

Fatland has also removed the
$212,000 set aside for Bowery Road
legal work from the General Fund
and put it in savings because it
doesn’'t represent actual operation
costs, he said. “When and if we need
to use that money, we will take it
out of savings, allocate for the cost
of legal services and make a budget
amendment.”

That simple line item move
reduces the General Fund budget
by $212,000 and the Street Depart-

ment budget too, because it's always
been listed there as well, he said.

Infact, for 2009-'10, the cost of
Town of Highlands operations has
decreased significantly.

Fatland has cut overtime by
half in the Sanitation and Street de-
partments and streamlined use of
time in other town departments.

For instance in the Water De-
partment instead of four employ-

=See BUDGET page 2
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ft. from Glen Falls

Highlands Fire & Rescue
responds to two rescue
missions on same day

On a hot summer day, there’s
nothing so enticing as a cool, wet
waterfall —especially if it's as acces-
sible and inviting as Glen Falls off
N.C. 106 here in Highlands. The
rock ledges on top — wide and
smooth with just a bit of water flow-
ing over them — appear safe. But
beware — death awaits most who
venture out on the falls.

At 4:40 p.m. Tuesday, June 16,
Highlands Fire & Rescue and Ma-
con County EMS crews were called
to Glen Falls where a visiting16-
year-old at the falls with his grand-
mother, fell 80 feet from the top
tier of the three-tiered falls.

It only took rescue workers 10
minutes to get to him where he lay
in a shallow pool of water far be-
low the top, and luckily he was alive
and conscious.

“I've pulled the dead from ex-
actly where he was,” said a High-
lands rescue worker. “He is very

lucky.”

=See RESCUE page 3
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Title of column
Inappropriate

Dear Editor,

| picked up your June 11th issue today
and was stunned by the headline above
Fred Wooldridge’s “Laughing at Life.” l am
still aghast at the incendiary recklessness
he used to begin his column.

Is there a connection between the sto-
ried ideas offered in this column and its ti-
tle? Despite barely mentioning Demacrats
within his piece, Wooldridge made his not-
so-subtle implication that the Demaocratic
Party’s majority is reason enough to own a
Remington pump. After professing that one
never recovers from having mortally used a
firearm on another human being; he con-
cludes his fearsome thoughts with specific
direction for the purchase and storage of a
shotgun.

Recent murders in a Kansas church
and at the Holocaust Museum in D.C.,
to mention only two, have caused more
than a few thoughtful people to wonder if
seditious comments by several media
spokespersons may be leading impression-
able people to act violently on their irratio-
nal impulses. My concern is that we each
use our best judgment when we speak pub-
licly — especially during an anxious time
of economic uncertainty, high internation-
al tension and extreme political rivalry.

I question not only Wooldridge’s judg-
ment, but specifically this newspaper’s edi-
tor for having allowed such an inflamma-
tory heading. “Laughing at Life” implies
that one is about to enjoy a jocular or ironic
viewpoint, not one that exploits people’s
worst natures. That headline is notamus-
ing to me.

Survivors
appreciate funding

Dear Editor,

We wanted to say thank you to every-
one in Highlands, Sapphire, Franklin, and
Cashiers for their generous and heart-
warming support during the annual SOAR
Golf Tournament, Auction and dinner, and
the Special Operations Adventure Race
and for the Special Operations Warrior
Foundation.

For months, the members of the plan-
ning committees coordinated many details
to make sure the events were successful
while keeping the focus on raising money
for the children of special operations who
have lost a parent in acombat mission or
training accident.
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Because of everyone’s hard work and
dedication, we are proud to tell you that
over the past seven years you have raised
nearly $400,000 for the college education
of the 773 surviving children of fallen spe-
cial operations personnel.

Without a doubt, the Towns of High-
lands, Cashiers, Franklin, and Sapphire has
much to be proud of, but I believe it de-
serves special mention that business own-
ers and the people of this area are at the
heart of America’s great towns and an ex-
ample of the American spirit. The willing-
ness to support the efforts of these annual
events will be long-remembered by the spe-
cial operations community and the Special
Operations Warrior Foundation.

Steven L. McLeary
Major, USAF (Ret)

. BUDGET from page 1

ees working four hours a day Saturdays and
Sundays, he’s requesting two men per two-
hour day on the weekends.

In the Street Department he has crews
trimming one day a week off season and two
days aweek during the season instead of three
times aweek all year long.

“That has enabled us to cut overtime
more than 50% in both the Street and Sani-
tation departments which is saving the town
a lot of money without curtailing services,”
he said.

Some citizens question the police de-
partment’s proposed budget for 2009-'10 say-
ing it'sinflated compared to the town of Fran-
klin’s police department, but Fatland doesn’t
agree.

“Comparing Highlands’ law enforce-
ment needs to Franklin’s law enforcement
needs is like comparing apples to oranges,”
he said. “Franklin doesn’t have the situation
we have here where the population blossoms
for six months of the year. Those seasonal
people who pay taxes deserve quality services
from the municipality and we need to en-
sure that there is adequate law enforcement
for people who pay taxes whether they repre-
sent the populace part of the year or all year,”
he said.

Infact, with all the changes due the High-
lands Police Department — with the main
change a change of venue -- the increases
continue to be minimal in that department.

The FY2008 the actual Police Depart-
ment budget was $942,988 compared to the
FY2009 Estimated Actual Budget of $974,903.

The proposed budget for 2010 is
$1,381,895 compared to the amended 2009
budget of $1,073,000 with major increases
reflected in Capital Outlay/Equipment,

=See BUDGET page 6
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About seven years ago, a visitor to the
falls fell to his death while hiking with his
girlfriend. A year later the girlfriend ventured
out onto the falls and she, too, fell, this time
injuring an ankle, but rescue workers met
her hiking up the trail to the parking lot.

On Tuesday evening, rescue crews hiked
to the bottom of the Glen Falls from Blue
Valley Road at Overflow Creek. It took the 11
rescue workers who carried the boy outina
basket 40 minutes to hike out to the ambu-
lance on Blue Valley Road.

From there he was transported to the
MOMA helicopter waiting in afield in Clear
Creek and airlifted to Mission Memorial
Hospital in Asheville. He is being treated for
multiple abrasions, a possible broken foot,
and a gash to the back of this head. He is
listed in serious condition. Rescue workers
said he complained about his head and his
back.

When EMS crews got to the boy he said
he had walked out to the middle of the top
fall to get a photograph. The camera fell with
him and appeared intact. “I told him to send
us a picture if they come out,” said an EMS
member.

Two other visitors to the falls that day —
an off-duty deputy from Florida and another
man —saw the boy fall and together pulled
him out of the water and kept him calm and
stationary until help arrived. “They did the
right thing,” said rescue officials. “He was
trying tosit up and move around and he need-

=See RESCUE page 10
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$950,000
Open House

Open Thurs.-Sun., June 18-21
10 a.m. to 7 p.

Don’t be bashful...MAKE OFFER
Owner Financing Available

“The Lodge”

Built in 2000, addition and re-
model in 2005. 3 bedroom, 3 Trav-
ertine baths, 2 half baths. 34-foot
beams, 10-foot wide stone fireplace,
2,000 sq. ft. of covered deck.

Feels like a “lodge”” Lots of win-
dows, light & airy. Ground floor mas-
ter, 11 x 13 custom closet. 34’ x 14’
loft, great bunk room.

Over 1 acre, creekside, circular
drive, ample parking. Downstairs —
2-car garage, 24’ x 11’ workshop,
plus 700 sq. ft. partly finished with
heat/ar.

Wonderful community part of
N.C. “planned community act” Rea-
sonable protective covenants.

Less than 4 miles to Main Street,
Highlands.

Directions:

Less than 4 miles from Main
Street. Turn south on N.C. 106, go
2.7 miles, turn right on Owl Gap
Road. Go 1.2 miles and follow the
“Open House” signs.

828-526-9622
npvh@netzero.net
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e HIGHLANDS FINE DINING e

e | AUGHING AT LIFE »

“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere

: Open 7 days a week
; treet for lunch and dinner
@afé “Serving USDA prime steaks & seafood”

2 Entrances — Main Street and Oak ¢ 828-787-2200

526-4188

Sunday Brunch 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch: 11-3 everyday
Dinner: 5 until every night except Wed. & Sun.

eatery

Cy Timmons Live Friday & Saturday
151 Helen'e Barn Avenue, Highlande

6 ‘til closing

Dinner: 5-10 nightly

Music with Cy Timmons Fri.-Sat at 6 p.m.
(Open late weekends)

Cy p r u Live Music Saturdays

International Cuisine
N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center ¢ 526-4429

GoLDEN CHINA & SusHI Bar

S;Z’;:ﬂ Lunch Buffet 11-3 + M-Th » $7.25
Plum Special Lunch Menu: $5.99
) Wine o Seafood Buffet: 11-3 ¢ Fri » $8.25
. A Dinner: Sun-Thur 3-9:30 ¢ Fri & Sat 3-10
> g SLZKE

Open 7 days /week
526-5525 « Highlands Plaza

Main St. & Lodging deliveries — $15 min.

Ristorante Paoletti

Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
“Our bar is now open serving cocktails, beer & wine!”

Dinner Daily from 5:30 Reservations: 526.4906

Closed Tuesdays
The Bistro—from4 p.m.—wine & small plates
Dinner —from 5:30 p.m
Reservations suggested
CHEF WOLFGANG
Former Executive Chef for
WOLFGANG'S RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO The Brennan’s Family of Commander’s Palace

474 Main Street » 526-3807 » Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

Small plates & wine, beer and full bar

| can be rappelling

0, no, not repel-
ling.... rappelling!
Well, I guess | could

be both, what the heck,
some folks think I'm repel-
ling. (Ha, who cares?)

Last Friday the Ii’l mis-
susand I headed to the
Highlands Rec Park for our
regular twice a week flog-
ging of bridge, a geezer card
game where the goal isto
not talk, smile or look like
you're having fun for a full
three plus hours. Because |
love the game, it’s the not

looking like I'm having fun part that's the
most difficult for me. No, | take that back.
Winning is the hardest followed closely by
looking like I'm not having fun.

Anyway, sitting at a small table in the
driveway to the center was Dave Lindsay,
anold friend. It was SOAR race signup day
and the entrance was bustling with work-
ers, applicants and yes, bridge players. As
usual Dave was in charge of the rappelling
portion of the race. He was checking gear
and squaring away contestants.

Dave, my assistant instructor when |
was in the rappelling business, gave me a
stern look as | pulled my car into the drive-
way. He jokingly ordered, “You can't stop
here. Move on!” | shot back, “Where do |
sign up to kill myself on a cliff?”

My short visit with Dave meant |
would trash my concentration, what little
| have, for the remainder of the day. Any
bridge focus | may have had would be re-
placed by pleasant memories of my past
life with Dave on Highlands'’ cliffs. Shame
onyou, Dave, I'm blaming you for my rot-

tenscore.

Just as bridge was starting, my mind
flashed back to early 1989. Lieutenant
Goddard had walked into my office and
plopped into a chair. He stared at me be-
fore speaking. Then he blurted, “Major, tell
me the rumor isn’t true. You're going to
give up this magnificent all-glass ocean
view office and give up your career as
Chief of Detectives with all the perks that
come with it and go off to some God for-
saken place in the back wood mountains
of North Carolina and teach people to
jump off cliffs. Tell me you've not gone
mad and the rumor isn't true.”

I smiled, “That's about it. You ever
heard of a place called Highlands?”

“Highlands, Schmilands,” he shot
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Fred Wooldridge

Feedback is encouraged!
email:

askfredanything@aol.com

people are going to pay you
money so you can push
them off a cliff? Get real. |
don’t care how wonderful
you think this Highlands
place is; take stock at what
and whoyou are. The chief
loves you and you're at the
top of your game. Why do
such a stupid thing?”

One month later | laid
my gun and badge on the
Chief’s desk and headed for
Highlands. I called my busi-
ness “Mountain Down Rap-
pelling” and had permission

from the US Forest Service to use seven
awesome rappel sites. With only 39 custom-
ers the entire first year, | began to wonder if
Lieutenant Goddard was right.

As we started our second round of
bridge, | remembered | met Dave in 1990
while organizing a day camp rappel for chil-
dren. He informed me he was terrified of
heights but would like to help and, maybe,
overcome his fear.

Once Dave realized he was not afraid
of height but was, like most folks, afraid of
falling, teaching him was a snap. Little did |
know then that he would become my side-
kick for the next 13 years on Highlands’
cliffs, teaching this awesome sport.

Asthe Ii'l missus and | started our fifth
round of bridge, | remembered how it was
with Dave and me working together. We
were ateam and had developed a perfect
system of teaching. We seldom spoke as we
always knew what the other was thinking.
Dave made my life of teaching this sport
easier than | could have imagined. | eventu-
ally sold my business to him.

We were into our third disastrous hour

back. “Have you lost your mind? You think

of bridge when I recalled Lieutenant God-
dard’s words again. | thought to myself, No,
Lieutenant, it was worth it. I made good mon-
ey teaching rappelling, but more, importantly,
it kept me in great physical condition and at
peace on Highlands’ cliffs, surrounded by the
beauty of these mountains. Take your homi-
cides and all the other ugliness that goes with
that job and shove it.

The bridge game ended and, of course,
we did poorly. When | got home I wentto a
downstairs bedroom to look at a rappelling
device mounted on a plaque. The inscrip-
tion under the “figure 8” read, “To an old
friend, Thanks for letting me down.” Oh,
what wonderful memories | have of my life
on the cliffs of Highlands.
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The road to freedom can be bumpy

e Iranian presidential
election is over. The
announced result was a

shock that should not have
been a surprise at all. Iranian
President Ahmadinejad was
declared the winner in his
country’s election. The
announcement was shocking
because recent polls had foun
him trailing far behind his

g Dr. Henry Salzarulo

Earlier generations of
disenfranchised citizens
have manned the barricades,
from the French Revolution
to Tiananmen Square.
Outcomes have varied,
dependent largely on the
willingness of the army to
murder fellow citizens.
Demonstrations in Tehran
have not yet become so large,

main rival, former Prime Feedback is iolent tained f
air f : encouraged. so violent, or so sustained for
Minister, Mir Hossein email: commanders to order their

Mousavi. What should have
come as no surprise was that
Ahmadinejad apparently used his
considerable power to make a sham of
the election.

Young Iranians, weary of economic
hardship, isolation from much of the
world, and endless confrontation with
the West, believed that they had the votes
to wrest power from Ahmadinejad and
guide Iran in a new direction. Not so fast,
“Bubba.” We don’t know with certainty
that Ahmadinejad stole the election.
Perhaps his opponents underestimated
his support, finding themselves unable to
believe that anyone could vote for this
destructive madman. Maybe they were
wrong. The majority of the “Green
Movement”, Mr. Mousavi”s supporters
are young. Most were born after the
overthrow of the Shah and the take-over
of the American Embassy in 1979. They
never felt the ecstasy of reclaiming their
country from our puppet. Ironically,
distaste for the Shah’s attempts to
secularize and westernize the country
fueled the Revolution. The “Green
Movement” desires liberalization and
loosening of the theocratic oppression of
the country’s supreme leader, Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, who declared the election
results, “divine assessment.”

There has been some degree of
liberalization in recent years. Internet
cafes and less restrictive dress for women
are illegal, but tolerated. Conservative
backlash to sustained protests of the
election results may ironically result in
loss of freedoms secular Iranians
currently enjoy. Angry demonstrations
have stretched into a second day. No one
can predict how long they will continue,
how violent they may become, or how
ruthless the efforts to contain them may
be.

hsalzarulo@aol.com

troops to shoot the
demonstrators. What has
happened, and could not have happened
in the past, is that the demonstrators have
turned to text messaging and the Internet
to organize demonstrations. When text
messaging was interrupted,
demonstrators turned to Facebook and
Twitter. It seems bizarre enough that a
nascent revolution might be fueled by
cell phones and the Internet, but
technology has reached the point that
social networking sites have replaced
jungle drums and smoke signals to warn
of danger and call supporters to action.
We forget that we live in a global
community, one in which ideas and
ideals are passed around the planet with
amazing speed. The Middle East is more
than turbaned Islamic extremists carrying
Kalashnikov assault rifles. It goes beyond
the image of women clad in burkas.
Within the Muslim world, there are
those dedicated to staunch adherence to
orthodox Muslim teachings, but there are
others. There are people of wealth,
education, and sophistication who see
denial of women’s right as an affront,
who view an attempt to reinstitute strict
Islamic law as an anachronism, who see
the oppressive governments of the
Middle East as impediments to prosperity
and to human rights. There are those
who wish to spread their wings and soar
in the bumpy skies of freedom. They may
be denied today in Iran, a country whose
constitution grants supreme authority to
an Islamic cleric, but the tide of history is
on the side of the reformers. With the
unlikely aid of Twitter and Facebook,
they may challenge the Iranian army and
find them unwilling to kill their
countrymen. It probably won't happen
today, in this conflict, but | wouldn’t bet
against it tomorrow, or the day after.
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The Log Cabln Restau rant

| Open for Dinner
5:30 until

Reservations appreciated

On Log Cabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 « 526-3380

Built in the Frank Lloyd Wright tradition circa
1929 atop Flat Mountain and just three miles
from Highlands - Skyline Lodge features rooms
with a view!

Father’s Day Sunday Brunch 12 - 2pm
Feasturing our famous “Prime Rib”

Reservations recommended. 526-2121
5 minutes from Highlands on Flat Mountain Road.
Pianist Hal Phillips

Skyline
Lodge
& Restaurant

Visit our “Loose Moose” Full Service Bar

Kelsey Place Restaurant

and the Historic Highlands Inn

Uncompromising Historic Charm and True
Southern Hospitality. Providing warm, friendly
service, Comfortable accommodations and
Serving Classic Southern Mountain Cuisine

Lunch: Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 11:30-2:30
828-526-9380

WILD THYME GOURMET

Cafe » Gourmet Retalil » Fine Wines « Beer
= Lunch from 11:30-4 & Dinner from 5:30 until
/QL/ elect

@ﬁ)

Dine inside or in the garden!
/ Wings On Sale Closed Tuesdays

526-4035 « 490 Carolina Way ¢ Highlands

Nick's Fine Foods
Fine Food For Particular People

Lunch Mon-Sat. 11 a.mto0 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Mon-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.
Now offering beer & wine!
Patio Dining Available

108 Main Street » 526-2706

Breakfast  Lunch
7 days a week

In Wright Square
on Main Street
526-3636
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... BUDGET continued from page 2

Town of Highlands Total Funds Available

Town of Highlands Expenditures

D.A.R.E. Program Expense, Department Sup-
plies, Building Maintenance & Repair, Trav-
el, Schools & Training, fuel, group insurance,
salaries and telephone services.

Atthe end of each fiscal year, budgets are
amended to reflect actual costs rather than
proposed costs.

Significant budget reductions in the
town’s budget in FY10 compared to FY 09 are
asfollows:

= Grants to non profitsin FY09, $62,000;
inFY10, $25,750,

» Greenway Projects in FY09, $100,000;
inFY10, $73,000,

= Bowery Road funds in FY09, $300,000
in FY10, $0,

= Contribution to the new Town Hall in
FY09, $110,625; in FY 10 $0,

= A greater than 50% reduction in over-
time in the Street and Sanitation depart-
ments,

* No cost of living salary increase for
Town Employees represents a 6% reduction
FYQ9 to FY10, and there will be no new full
time positionsfilled in FY10.

There will be a public hearing on the
budget 7 p.m., Wednesday, June 24.

$15,901,960

$15,901,960

REVENUE
$13,961,833
88%

CAPITAL
$5,750,569

INTERFUND _—" 6%

TRANSFERS
$712,273
4%

INTERFUND TRANSFERS
$712,273
5%

FUND BALANCE
APPROPRIATED
$1,227,854
8%

HIQHLANDS
CASHIERS
CHAMBER
M US1C

FEsTtivar HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL office at 828-526-9060 or email us at hcemf@verizon.net

Cena Espanol (Spanish Delight)

Saturday, July 11 — 6 PM - $125/person

Hosts: Katherine Haas & Stephen Suomi

Menu: Tapas, Paella with Salad, Bollilos
Special Dessert Creation

A Cajun Feast at Whiteside Mountain

Tuesday, July 21 -7 PM - $100/person

Hosts: Olivia & Robert Holt

Menu: Appetizers, Crawfish Etouffe with
Rice and Accompaniments

“First Chamber Music Feast Revisited”
Saturday, July 25 - 6:30 PM - $125/person
Hosts: Sandy Cohn & Ruth Gershon

Menu: Special Selections Are Being Prepared
Location: Jeannie Olive Home

An Italian Evening with Friends
Sunday, August 2 - 7 PM - $125/person
Hosts: Minnie Bob & Michael Campbell
Menu: Mushroom Risotto, Osso Bucco,
[talian Cheeses, Pannacotta

Mountain Fare

Thursday, August 13 — 6 PM - $125/person

Hosts: Jody & Wood Lovell

Menu: Trout Beurre Blanc paired with special
Appetizers, Greens and Potatoes

Feasts of the Festival 2009

Brunch with a View from Sweet Tater Top

Saturday, August 15 — 12:30 PM - $100/person

Hosts:  Nancy Rampell & David Blum

Menu: Mimosas, Bloody Marys, Frittatas,
Breakfast Meats and Specialty Breads

Every season the Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival offers an opportunity to meet interesting people and enjoy
wonderful food and drink in the setting of some of the area’s most beautiful and elegant private homes and restaurants.
These annual FEASTS provide important and vital financial support to the Festival which allows us to bring
world-class chamber music to the mountains each year. JOIN US at this season’s events by calling the

Catch and Parchment
Sunday, August 23 - 6:30 PM - $125/person
Hosts: Brenda & Stewart Manning
Menu: Prepared & presented by
Last Resort Grill — Athens, GA.
Served with appropriate wines

An Umbrian Feast on Satulah
Saturday, September 12 — 6:30 PM - $125/person
Hosts: Carter & Nancy Bruns
Menu: Antipasti, Homemade Pasta,
Special Surprise Entree

Prosecco on the Patio
Sunday, September 13 — 12:30 PM - $100/person
Hosts: Martyn Lucas &
Christine Johnson Lucas
Menu: Traditional Brunch Fare with a Flair!

A Casual Fall Supper
Thursday, September 24 — 6:30 PM - $100/person
Hosts: Ann Julian and Wright & Betsy Turner
Menu: Barbecue, all the Fixings

and Baked Apples

Texas Bar B-Que

Thursday, October 8 — 6:30 PM - $125/person
Hosts: Peter & Valerie Whitcup

Menu: Brisket, Ribs and Fun Sides!!



... FUNDING continued from page 1

board agreed to enter into a five-year lease
agreement with Rotary for $75 per event. The
agreed to a one-year lease with Christ Angli-
can Church and decreased its monthly pay-
ment from $750 a month to $700 a month.

Commissioners agreed unanimously to
a Town of Highlands Recreation and Parks
Development Staff/Volunteer Code of Con-
duct and a separate Child Protection Policy
for the Town of Recreation Department. Both
policies outline acceptable behavior and ac-
tivities as they pertain to the Rec Park and
children who attend it.

With an opening on the Planning Board,
the commission entered into a lengthy dis-
cussion astowho iseligible to serve onitand
the Appearance Commission and the ten-
dency for the same people to serve on town
boards over the years.

To remedy that, the board asked Town
Planner Joe Cooley to advertise the fact that
there is an opening on the Planning Board.
“We want new faces and new ideas,” said the
Mayor. If interested in serving call Town Hall
at 526-2118. Ginger Slaughter’s term is up.

Commissioners agreed to sign a resolu-
tion in support of the state’s Small Town Main
Street Program which is part of the Depart-
ment of Commerce.

The Main Street Program is a four-point
approach to acomprehensive revitalization
process designed to improve all aspects of a
downtown area. The state is looking to help
3-5towns of 5,000 or less population basical-
ly for the cost of mileage and a one-time $150
data collection fee.

Since USDA grants are available for pur-
chasing police vehicles, the board agreed to
authorize application to USDA to purchase
nine police vehicles with $92,000 of unspent
funds in the police department FY09 budget,
$48,000 in USDA grant money and $180,000
from the electric reserves.

Commissioner Dotson requested that
the purchases be staggered so all the vehicles
will not “come of age” at the same time. Fat-
land said no purchases will be made until
the outcome of the USDA grant is known
sometime in 2010.

Finally, the board discussed allocations
to nonprofits. Years ago that fund was capped
at $50,000 and nonprofits requesting funds
had to fill out an application and submit a
detailed budget as to how requested funds
would be spent.

This year the Finance Committee is sug-
gesting allocating $25,750 with the Histori-
cal Society getting $4,000 of its requested
$5,000; HCCDC getting the $10,000 it re-

TWIGS at Highlands’ Edge

quested; the Highlands Emergency Council
getting the $4,000 it requested; PAC getting
the $4,000 it requested, and the Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital Foundation getting $3,750
of the $7,500 it requested.

Denied funding was The Bascom for
$10,000; The Instant Theatre for $2,434; and
the Highlands Playhouse for $75,000.
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Commissioner Amy Patterson said the
money is to be used for specific grants for
specific things and those applying had to be
clear as to how the money would be spent.

“The Playhouse offered no details, justa
list of repairs and no specific budget,” she
said. “Frankly, | was surprised that they re-
quested that amount knowing that our cap
was $50,000. They were basically asking for

all the money.”

The Finance Committee felt The Bas-
com is holding its own and wasn't sure if The
Instant Theatre was functioning and as such
didn't think the taxpayers should give it
money at this time.

The July 15 Town Board meeting will be
held at the Rec Park, not the Community
Building, at 7 p.m.

WHAT’S FOR LLUNCH?

*“\\\\“\“ FRESH ﬂj’ﬂ@

"

& WINE MARYEN

... AT MouNTAIN FRESH GROCERY WE ARE

COOKING ...

Fresh 100% Angus burgers, fresh, never frozen chicken,
Angus quarter-pound hot dogs,
Summer salads and of course our hand-cut Idaho fries.
Enjoy lunch on our new screen porch!

Lunch from 11 to 2 weekdays, 11 to 3 weekends
Serving Seven Days a Week ¢ Limited seating and Take Away

Mountain Fresh Grocery™ your Everyday-and-Gourmet Grocery

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN IN HIGHLANDS 828.526.2400

“Everything for your Nest”®
...and more including furniture, accessories, art and gifts.

the

T wis

Zeviga  TWIQS
mcl-q_s

OuUT
5

the Season B

Hours: 10-5 Thursday-Monday; Sunday 10-4; Closed Tues. & Wed. « Cashiers Road about one mile from town. ¢ 526-5551
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Great Savings
throughout the store!

We have fresh, white corn from Florida,
local melons & cantelopes Vidalia
onions and more.

Don't forget cards and candy for
Dad...we have that, too!

At Bryson’s Food Store, you'll find everything you need
for the accompanying recipes.

Located in Highlands Plaza ® 828-526-3775 © Fax: 828-526-0430

e COOKING ON THE PLATEAU

Comfort foods go a long way with Dad

oods win every time. In particular, the humble potato weighs in as one of the top, all-

For ease, simplicity, great taste and a grocery bill that won't break the bank, comfort
f

time favorite comfort foods.

Think steaming baked potatoes, savory home fries and rosemary roasted red skin
potatoes. Or, how about a side of your family’s favorite french fries or creamy mashed
potatoes? Because of its great versatility, the potato carries universal appeal. Dress it up or
dress it down, serve it to kids or adults, go low-fat or decadent — whatever way you serve

your potatoes, they're sure to satisfy.

With national trends toward smart spending and keeping it simple, home-cooked
foods often appeal more than pricey takeout or restaurant fare.
The recipes included here feature the perennial comfort food staples, shepherd’s pie,

and potato soup.

The shepherd’s pie and mashed potatoes put a little twist on tradition; the mashed
potato topping on the pie is spiked with sour cream, horseradish and Worcestershire for

an extrazing.

The potato soup offers a blend of potatoes, bacon, cheddar, green onions and broccoli

florets.

Beefy Shepherd’s Pie With
Horseradish Mashed Potato

Topping
Makes 6 servings

1 bagOre-lda Steam n’ Mash®

Cut Russet Potatoes (24 ounces)

4 slicesbacon

11/2 pounds beef stew meat

1 onion,chopped

2 cupsfrozen mixed vegetables

1 jarHeinz HomeStyle Beef Gravy
(1202)

1 cup lower sodium beef broth

1 packet brown gravy mix (1.6 0z)

1/4 cup sour cream

1 tablespoon prepared horseradish

1 teaspoon Lea&Perrins

Worcestershire sauce

Preheat oven to 350°F. Lightly spray a
shallow 9 x 13-inch baking dish with
cooking spray; set aside.

Fry bacon in a large skillet over
medium heat until browned, but not crispy.
Remove bacon with slotted spoon to plate
lined with paper towels. Drain all but 2
tablespoons of fat from pan. Add stew meat
and brown on all sides. Add onions and
sauté for 2 minutes more. Stir in vegetables,
cooked bacon, gravy, broth and gravy mix.
Bring to a boil and reduce to simmer for 1
minute. Transfer to prepared baking dish
and set aside.

Prepare mashed potatoes according to
package directions. Stir remaining
ingredients into prepared mashed potatoes
and distribute evenly over stew mixture.
Bake in preheated oven for 30 to 40
minutes or until hotand bubbly. Serve hot.

Loaded Potato Soup
Makes 4 to 6 servings

1 bag Ore-lda Steam n’ Mash Garlic

Seasoned Potatoes (24 ounces)

2 cups broccoli florets, frozen

1 jarClassico Creamy Alfredo sauce

2 cupsmilk

1/4 pound bacon

1 cupcheddarcheese

1/4 cup green onions, chopped

Prepare potatoes in the microwave, as
directed on package. While potatoes are
cooking, cut bacon into small strips, chop
green onions and shred cheddar cheese.
Fry bacon in a saucepan over medium-
high heat, set aside. Drain bacon grease,
turn heat down to medium-low and pour
Alfredo sauce into saucepan. Add milk and
broccoli florets, and stir soup occasionally.
Pour one cup of cooked potatoes into small
bowl, mash. Blend mashed potatoes into
soup. Pour 1 cup of cooked potatoes into
individual serving bowls. Ladle soup over
the potatoes. Top with cheese, bacon and
green onions.




® REFLECTIONS FROM TURTLE POND

Perestroika for the West

ately we've been hearing
Lnews stories that hint

that the economy may
be recovering: government re-
ports aren’t as bad as was ex-
pected, banks are ready to pay
back bailout money, etc. After
all the scary talk of last fall
about the possibility of a de-
pression, of course it’s a relief
to think maybe we’re going to
dodge the bullet. How could
this not be good news?

The problem is that there are serious
systemic problems in our financial system,
and if this crisis blows over too fast we
won't do the difficult work of restructuring.
It seems to me that everyone in the finan-
cial world is chomping at the bit to get back
to the way things were two years ago, to for-
get this meltdown ever happened and re-
turn to wheeling and dealing and hauling
in the cash.

Some people will tell you that this is
just part of what's called the “business cy-
cle.” If you look at the history of this coun-
try, panics and depressions are a regular fea-
ture of life. The reason the depression of the
1930s is called the “Great Depression” was
to distinguish it from the “Long Depres-
sion” that lasted from 1873-1896.

In my lifetime, | have seen plenty of
business slowdowns and banking crises. |
came of age in the 1970s and my outlook
on the future was deeply affected by the
stagflation of that era— it was a very bleak
time in my memory. We had the S&L crisis
in the late 1980s, the ‘90s had the explo-
sions of the hedge-fund Long Term Capital
Management and the Asian financial crisis
(which was brought about by western spec-
ulators), the 2000s have had the dotcom
bubble and now the spectacular crisis of to-
day that has multiple causes: subprime
mortgages, exotic financial “instruments,”
and, most significantly, deregulation of the
entire financial industry.

This list of major crises has happened
in just 30 years. We are all indoctrinated
with the belief that American-style capital-
ism is the best economic system that has
ever been invented. When the Soviet
Union fell in 1989 there were triumphalist
books and articles declaring us the victor;
my favorite for sheer hubris was “The End
of History,” by Francis Fukuyama. Capital-
ism was the perfect system that would en-
dure forever; there would be no need for
change, history had ended.

This period of time coincided with the
rise of free-market economics that
preached that all regulation was bad and
the unfettered market would result in pros-
perity for all. It didn't work out that way,
what we've seen instead is increasing in-
come inequality.

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com posed to result in prosperity
forall, butitdidn’t work out

This market fundamen-
talism was preached to the
world. Itwas called the
“Washington Consensus,”
and, through the World
Bank and the IMF, countries
all over the world were
forced to privatize business-
€s, open up trade, end subsi-
dies, and institute austerity
programs. This was sup-

that way.

Mikhail Gorbachev wrote a fascinating
article, “We Had Our Perestroika. It's High
Time for Yours” published June 7,2009 in
the Washington Post. He begins by recount-
ing the struggles he encountered trying to
bring change to the Soviet Union in his po-
sition as the last general secretary of the
Communist Party in the late 1980s. “At
first, we labored under the illusion that re-
vamping the existing systerm — changes
within the ‘socialist model’ — would suf-
fice. But the pushback from the Commu-
nist Party and the government bureaucracy
was too strong. Toward the end of 1986, it
became clear to me and my supporters that
nothing less than the replacement of the
system’s building blocks was needed.” Pere-
stroika did not work out in the way Gor-
bachev envisioned it, “Nevertheless, when |
am asked whether perestroika succeeded or
was defeated, | reply: Perestroika won, be-
cause it brought the country to a point from
which there could be no return to the
past.”

He goes on to recount the West's belief
that we had the perfect economic model,
and how we tried to impose it on the entire
planet. “The model that emerged during
the final decades of the 20th century has
turned out to be unsustainable. It was based
on a drive for super-profits and hyper-con-
sumption for a few, on unrestrained exploi-
tation of resources and on social and envi-
ronmental irresponsibility. But if all the
proposed solutions and action now come
down to a mere rebranding of the old sys-
tem, we are bound to see another, perhaps
even greater upheaval down the road. The
current model does not need adjusting; it
needs replacing. | have no ready-made pre-
scriptions. But | am convinced that a new
model will emerge, one that will empha-
size public needs and public goods, such as
acleaner environment, well-functioning
infrastructure and public transportation,
sound education and health systems and af-
fordable housing. The time has come for
‘creative construction, for striking the right
balance between the government and the
market, for integrating social and environ-

See BRUGGER pagel6
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HIGHLANDS EATERIES

%

Highlands Hill De|
LS

Corner of Main =%

and 4th streets ' é 3

Now with In-Store Seating!
Open Daily Serving:
Soups, Salads, & Made-to-Order
Sandwiches for Breakfast, Lunch &
Dinner. Ice Cream, too!

7am. to 10 p.m. Mon-Fri
9am.tol0p.m.Sat & Sun
526-9632

Pescado's — Highlands
Burritos — Tacos — Quesadillas
Homemade soups, freshly baked
cookies & good, fresh food!

226 S. 4" St., Highlands
838-526-9313
100 Frank Allen Rd., Cashiers
828-743-5452

Eat right, live long!

DON LEON'S CAFE

i : 1
Beginning Mon., June 22
Country Style Breakfast
at7am.
Lunch 11-3 &
Family-Style dinner
from 5 p.m.

(Closed Tuesdays)
526-1600
30 Dillard Rd @US 64

High Country Cafe

pown home
) favorites
- everyday!

All U Can Eat Pancakes
Saturday 7-11 a.m.

Breakfast & Lunch
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m
EVERYDAY
526-0572

Cashiers Road next to the
Community Bible Church

The Pizza

Open 7 Days
aWeek

Place

Daily Lunch Specials
11-3 Mon-Fri
Hot Sub, choice of
sides & drink $5.99
365 Main Street « 526-5660

SportsPage

C“-"\“-\"—\

Sandwich Shoppe

Soups ¢ Salads « Sandwiches
Desserts ¢ Loaded Baked Potatoes
Hours:
11a.m.to3p.m.

314 Main Street » 526-3555

Want business? Advertise in
Highlands' Newspaper...it works!
Email: highlandseditor@aol.com

or Call: 526-0782
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The
Elephant’s Foot
Antigues

The major source for
antique and decorative
furniture & accessories

since 1983

680 N. 4th Street » Highlands
526-5451

e HIGHLANDS ANTIQUES & FURNITURE e

\fisit our sale
room
forirresistible
bargains!

R HOUSE

Complete Home Furnishings
Widely recognized as the most fascinating and
diverse shopping experience in Highlands!

Home of
Tigﬂ‘ Mountain Woodworks

Custom Handcrafted Furniture

Antiques ~ Accessories ~ Gifts ~ Upholstery
Large Selection of Bedding

i ? -
[he Pantr
Decorative Accessories for Kitchens and Keeping Rooms

Patio & Porch
A Desiginated

D -
SUMMER E{ CLASSICS

Store

Residential and Commercial Design Services

Open Monday - Saturday 9 to 5
Sundays 12-5

828-526-5577
2089 Dillard Road Highlands, NC (2 miles from Main Street)
www.summerhousehighlands.com

... RESCUE
continued from
page 3

ed to stay still until we could stabi-
lize him.” The call for help came
froma U.S.ES. employee.

The lesson learned? Don't
gamble with your life.

“Obey the trail markings and
the signs that clearly say, ‘Do Not
Go Beyond This Point,” said de-
partment members. “Be smart, be
careful and don't try to take pic-
tures out on the waterfall.”

Though it doesn't look it, the
rocks under the shallow water on
top of the falls are extremely slip-
pery.

That same evening, High-
lands Fire & Rescue was called
when three hikers — a 72-year-
old man, a 45-year-old woman
and a 12-year-old boy — hadn’t
returned from a hike that initiat-
ed at Cliffside Lake off U.S. 64 west.

Highlands Fire Department
member John Shearl was on his
way down the mountain on U.S.
64 west when he saw three people
walking along the side of the road
who matched the description put
outon theradio.

He called the department in
Highlands, so Chief James Man-
ley got in his truck and headed that
way.

He found the trio on the high-
way below Bust Your Butt Falls
near a grassy area with picnic ta-
bles. They had gone into the river
to cool off and were walking down
the road.

He asked them if they were
associated with the folks at Cliff-
side and they said yes.

“They had decided to walk to
their hotel in Franklin and evi-
dently hadn't told the people back
atthe lake,” said Manley. “l asked
them if they new they were about
15 miles from their destination.”

Manley gave the trio a ride
back to Cliffside Lake where they
were reunited with their families.

Want to run for
office?

Thefiling period for Highlands
2009 Municipal Election starts on
Monday, July 6 8 a.m. The filing
period ends Friday, July 17 at noon.

In Highlands, the mayor’s seat
isopen, and the filing fee is $10 and
on the Town Baord, two seats are
open and the filing fee is $5.



of Commissioners met along with all
he department heads and division su-

perintendents in a work session to go over
the entire town budget for the July ‘09 to
July ‘10 year. Everyone had had input into
the overall budget of the town and at this
meeting had a chance to explain or defend
their part of the budget. It was a great way
for everyone who depends on this budget to
come together as one group and learn and
understand what was going on within the
town amongst every department.

The bottom line of the budget for next
year will not require taxes to be increased.
We have maintained a tax neutral stance in
that the town tax rate will remain at the
same millage, 13.5 cents, that we had this
past year.

During these difficult economic times
it was the decision of the commissioners

I ast week the Town of Highlands Board
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e FrRom MY PERSPECTIVE ®

Talk about budget and parking

along with the town manager to
remain tax neutral and continue
to maintain a fund balance of at
least 30% of the yearly budget.
The Town of Highlands is in very
good financial condition and we
intend to remain so without cut-
ting the services each depart-
ment gives to the citizens of our

community. We will continue to /

make the necessary improve-
ments in the town frugally and
search for grant money to assist
us in doingthis.

Final approval of this bud-
get will be done at a special
meeting of the Board of Com-
missioners at the end of June.

This past week the current
Town Hall was emptied and pre-
pared to undergo a necessary
renovation to insure efficient
operation for at least the next
four or five years. We have aban-
doned any plans for a new Town

Mayor Don Mullen Hallat thistime. Itis simply not

appropriate for usto do that due
to these troubling economic times. Howev-

er, in order to do this we have moved the
town offices temporarily to the small shop-
ping center on the Dillard Road where the
Great Things furniture store was previously
located. While Town Hall is being renovat-
ed and expanded for more efficient and
convenient use, temporarily the town offic-
eswill be in that location for about three or
four months. Utility bills and other busi-
ness of the people of Highlands can be car-
ried out there. We appreciate folks bearing
with us as we improve the town facilities to
better serve you.

The consultants for our parking and
traffic study along with Town Board mem-
bers on that committee will be prepared to
present their recommendations to the
town and the full board on July 1. The rec-
ommendations will not only preserve and

=See MULLEN page 20
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John Collette
Fine Art

NEW

LOCATION!
381 Main St. « 526-0339
email: jcfa@verizon.net

Corey James Gallery
Objects d’Art from around the world,
water fountains & statues,
repairs & restorations

=

o

Corner of Spring & 3rd streets
526-4818

Join us at The Bascom!

The Three Potters exhibinon | Now—July 11

Helen Frankenthaler and the Color Field
Painrers exhibinon | June 18-Aug, 15

Drop-In Stvle Pablic Open House
luly 4 | 12— pm

Meountains in Bloom Garden Fesoval
July 7-11
www.mountinsinbloom.com

- B28.526.4949
www.thebascom.org

This week,
dothe
“Art Gallery Crawl”

Robert A. Tino
ART

& Custom Picture Framing

Green

526-9333

177 Main St. (Wright Sq.) Highlands

Ann Jacob
Gallery

Regional &-
National Artists
394 Main Street ¢ 526-5550
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e SALONS & SPAS »

* His & Hers ®

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Pedicures,
Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. » Monday by appt. at our

NEW LOCATION
e s behind Highlands Decorating Center on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)
B Barnes NC LMBT #1429
i (828) 526-4192

™

Rita's Cottage

Hair & Skin Salon | ll
435 N. 5" St. Highlands, NC e
526-3742 ;-

BAXE ESCENTUALS

bt ™

bareMinerals id
COMPLEXION PERFECTION S

Images
Unlimited
Salon & Spa

Hair Care ~ Nail Care
Skin Care ~ Waxing

828-526-9477

225 Spring Street « Highlands

o ®
N e
[ ]

-526-5069

468 Main Street, #4
Massage ¢ Skin Care « Manicure ¢ Pedicure « Microdermabrasion  Peels « Body Wraps
Check out our great packages!
« Swedish Massage or Euro Facial & Express Pedicure — $100

« Swedish Massage or Euro Facial — $130

« Swedish Massage, Euro Facial, Manicure & Express Pedicure — $180
00 0000000000000 00 0000000000000 0000O°OC°KO®OS”OS®OSOS OO

All Seasons Salon

Signature Hair Designs for Men & Women

Razor Cuts = Color = Perms

Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s
Oak & Fifth Streets
Barbara & Van « 526-0349 e Open Mon - Sat

\ www.gifted-hands.com .
(Sifted Hands

“Falls on Main” <X
Creative Concepts Salos

Now offering massages & facials!

Hours: Tuesday-Friday « 9-5 Saturday « 9-2 » 526-3939
Ask about our special “Girls Night Out” Thursday, June 18

549 Main Street — Upper Level

Weekend at Eli’s

By Michelle A. Mead-
Armor

[ 4 4 oolaboola?” |
said, incredu-
lously. “Boola

up from his computer,
and gave me asheepish
look. “Well, it was writ-
ten by Cole Porter,” he

el R displayed their books.

A From there, we went on
to the Sterling Memorial
Library for aguided tour
by Ann Okerson, the As-
sociate University Librar-
ian. How different li-
braries are these days,
and these differences are
reflected in how students

said, defensively. We're
talking about the Yale
fight song here, atopic
which came up when we
recently attended John’s
45" college reunion at
Yale.

“I'm older than dirt,” John had mut-
tered. That said, we agreed that it was prob-
ably agood time to make the trip to New
Haven to check out all of his old haunts.
New Haven is now a delightful little town,
quite charming, with lots of lovely old
houses, interesting shops, and nice restau-
rants.

John had booked us on a 5:50am
flight from Asheville to Charlotte, so we
overnighted in Asheville. After the insult of
paying $15 to check my suitcase, it didn’t
even make the connection to New Haven,
although in all fairness, it arrived on the
next Philly to New Haven flight. A taxi
driver delivered it to Pierson Dorm, where
we were staying. “Bad suitcase,” | said,
shaking a finger at it. “Bad, bad suitcase.”

There is a difference between staying
inadorm when you are 18, and when you
are 58. For one thing, you're asking more
of the mattress, if you get my drift. John
and | were assigned to a cute little room on
the ground floor of Pierson. The original
room had had a working fireplace, arelic
of bygone days. The Ladies room was just
next door, and a great place to meet other
wives who were also accompanying their
husbands to the Reunion. The wife of the
bagpiper apologized in advance for her hus-
band’s rehearsals next door.

When we checked into the Reunion
desk, we were provided with our docu-
ments. Everything was marvelously well
planned. Our first event was a tour and
welcome cocktails at Kroon Hall, the new
home of the Yale School of Forestry and
Environmental Studies. Kroon Hall isan
environmental masterpiece which show-
cases the absolute cutting edge of green
building technology. From there, we were
whisked off to a fabulous meal at the
Union League Café, an elegant brasserie
owned by Chef Jean-Pierre Vuillermet. Re-
turning to the dorm, we headed to bed after
along day of travel and excitement.

The next morning, we enjoyed a break-
fast buffet, and John joined fellow writers at
the Authors’ Table, where fellow classmates

Michelle Mead-Armor &
John Armor
michiemead@aol.com

John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

and faculty do their re-
search. A particular treat
was access to a balcony
which gave a magnifi-
centview from above,
down into one of the li-
brary’s research rooms. We gasped at how
beautiful it was, while a group of young
women studying below grinned up at us.
“Hogwarts!” I gasped. “It looks just like
Hogwarts,” the fictional school of wizardry
and magic from the Harry Potter series.
You could imagine the Hogwarts dining
room, with rows and rows of students, and
above them, candles hovering in mid-air.

Back at Pierson for a bistro luncheon,
we were treated to a meal provided by the
Yale Sustainable Food Project. Established
in 2003, the project manages an organic
farm on campus, and supports research re-
lated to food and agriculture. Replete from
this super meal, we trotted off to the Ster-
ling Law Buildings to attend Dr. Sherwin
Nuland's talk on “The Art of Aging,” a topic
more relevant than any of us liked to ad-
mit. The keynote speaker, Dr. Nuland isa
best-selling author and Clinical Professor of
Surgery and Gastroenterology at the Yale
School of Medicine. His speech was fol-
lowed by a panel discussion on Aging
which included Rev. Jim Miner, Rabbi Jim
Ponet, Dennis DeSilvery, Richard Dau-
phine, and Beryl Bender Birch, author of
Boomer Yoga (the name alone gave many of
usachuckle).

With our heads full of wisdom, we
made our way to Battell Chapel for the
Class Memorial Service, honoring class-
mates who had passed away since the last
Reunion. John’s dear childhood friend,
Pierce J. Flanigan Il died October 8, 2008,
the day after we saw him ata Gilman
School Reunion in Baltimore. We wanted
to be at the Memorial Service to remember
Pierce. The service was very long, and
rightly so. It was appropriate to spend some
time remembering those bright, clever
young men who had entered Yale, so full of
hope and promise, only to go their separate
ways in later years. One of the saddest and
most sobering moments of the service was
the roll call of those Class of 1964 students
who died before the last Reunion. We rec-
ognized the name of Peter Jon Wallace (the
son of Mike Wallace, the famous newscast-
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Public
meeting to
calm fears

about

parking
scenario

Parking committee will be
looking for participation and
input from citizens

Over the past couple of years,
town employees have been work-
ing with an outside consulting firm
to fully understand Highlands' year-
round traffic flow and how to best
accommodate pedestrians and ve-
hicles.

Though rumors circulating claim
parking will be deleted from the
main business district, committee
members say parking may be re-
configured, but not decreased.

To enlighten citizens and other
town officials, members of the Park-
ing and Circulation Study Commit-
tee — Terry Snow of Wilbur Smith
Associates, Josh Ward, Highlands
code enforcer, Police Chief Bill Har-
rell and Zoning and Planning Ad-
ministrator Joe Cooley —are plan-
ning an afternoon/early evening,
public presentation, open-house on
July 1 to present ideas to the public.

“We will be there to explain what
was considered,” said Cooley.
“About six or seven alternatives were
looked at and the preferred alterna-
tive that the committee will be rec-
ommending to the Town Commis-
sioners will be highlighted.”

Cooley said written comments
will be gathered at the presentation
and subsequently presented to the
Town Board and the Planning Board
during a special meeting. The spe-
cial meeting would be purely a pre-
sentation to those boards with no
decision to be made or actions to
be taken.

“The intent of this is to have a
long-range plan to help guide the
town plan while handling vehicle
and pedestrian traffic for the safety
and benefit of the residents, busi-
nesses, visitors and the town as a
whole,” he said.

When a definite date is set for the
meeting announcements will be
publicized so citizens will attend
and participate, he said.

Last Thursdays SOAR event
raises big bucks for survivors

After the golf tournament, the
race and the silent and live auction
held at the Highlands Community
Center last week, the SOAR orga-
nization hopes to see about $50,000
added to the fund. Proceeds fund
the college education for survivor
students of fallen soldiers.

This year’s auction event com-
memorated “Eight Flags for Eight
Tours” of Michael Koch who served
eight tours in war zones as a Navy
Seal in Irag, Kosovo and Afghani-
stan. He had been awarded the
Bronze Star, Joint Service Com-

mendation Medal and three Navy
and Marine Corps Achievement
Medals.

He was 29. During his eighth
tour was killed by small-arms fire
in Iraq on Feb. 2, 2008. He is sur-
vived by his immediate family, his
fiancée, Kathy Howell and stepson,
Philip Ostrander. Kathy and Philip
were guests of honor at this year’s
event and brought tears to attend-
ees eyes Thursday night. Michael’s
son Philip isarecipient of acollege
scholarship awarded by the Warrior
Foundation.

Above right, Nancy Horowitz who has spearheaded the event
for seven years, speaks on behalf of the fallen soldiers and
their survivors. Below left, patrons enjoy a feast catered by
Cyprus International Restaurant. Adjacent, Howell and
Ostrander thank the crowd for its support. Far right, patrons
participate in the silent auction. Below left, Tom Baker of
Cullowhee after Saturdays race. He has participated in all seven
races. Chad Lucas decorated the center for Thursday’s event.
Photos by Kim Lewicki and Mary Lou Wass
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e RENOVATE & RENEW e

e CoNnservATIVE POV e

Eliminate Mold & Mildew Allergens Immediately!
Call 828-743-0900 .drycrawlspaces.com

Dry Crawl

Crowl Space €ncapsulation System®

Template = Fabrication
Installation

MOUNTAIN

Marble = Travertine « Slate
Soapstone = SileStone
Cambria

Over 400 Slabs on site, All others available
5385 Hwy 107 North e Glenville, NC  828-743-0200

‘GRANITE, INC.

ONLY LOCAL GRANITE SUPPLIER & FABRICATOR

American Upholstery

Residential or Commercial
Over 40 Years Experience ¢ Fast & Dependable

Free Estimates * Free Pick-up & Delivery
Open: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday

(864) 638-9661

Larry Rogers Construction Company, Inc.
Excavating  Grading « Trucking Trackhoe =
Backhoe ¢ Blasting  Utilities e

(828) 526-2874 I
776 Dillard Road « Highlands -

* Foundations e Septic Systems
« Structural Systems (floors, walls, roofs)
* Retaining Walls « Drainage Problems
* Most Civil Engineering Issues

TYSON ENGINEERING

est. 1996 ¢ Franklin, NC

Concerned about a construction or
an engineering issue?
We can provide design, analysis and
inspection for restoration or for new
residential & commercial buildings.

Owner: Neil T. Tyson, Sr.
(Registered P.E.inNC, GA&AL)
neiltyson@msn.com ¢ 828-342-3532

Wholesale Down Comforters & More!

400-800 thread count sheet sets
Down alternative comforters
Pillows and MORE!

Next to Farmers Market on the Main Street side

SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS

23 colors including copper
Several styles of leaf guards available
Free Estimates
Dennis Perkins
828-371-2277 » 828-526-3542
We also install underground gutter drainage systems,
and clean gutters, too

Mon.-Sat.

526-4905 10a.m.-4p.m.

Serving Western NC Northeast GA

Freedom isn’t free

[ 4 4 e cost of freedom is
always high, but
Americans have al-

ways paid it. And one path we
shall never choose, and that is
the path of surrender, or sub-
mission.” John F. Kennedy
Soon we will celebrate July
4t with hot dogs, potato salad
and fireworks. If you spend the
4th at the Macon Rec Park, as

Don Swanson

« 13,283 Americans died
in the Mexican-American
War. Freedom isn't free.

« 116,708 Americans died
in World War |. Freedom isn’t
free.

* 407,316 Americans died
in World War 1. Freedom isn’t
free.

“The moment the slave
resolves that he will no longer

thousands do, and ask a num- Feedback is be aslave, his fetters fall; Free-
ber of people what all the encouraged. Email o0 ang slavery are mental
hoopla'sabout,ahandfulmay ~ swandonson@dnetnet  giates ” Mahatma Ghandi

know that it's Independence
Day. Fewer will know who was
independent of what.

“The will of the people is the only true
foundation of any government, and to pro-
tect its free expression should be our first
object.” Thomas Jefferson

Independence Day is the national day
of the United States.

The legal separation of the American
colonies from Great Britain occurred on
July 2", 1776. Congress debated and re-
vised the Declaration, finally approving it
onJuly4th. John Adams had written to his
wife Abigail, “It will be the most memora-
ble epoch in the history of America. | am
aptto believe that it will be celebrated by
succeeding generations as the great anni-
versary festival. It ought to be commemo-
rated as the day of deliverance, by solemn
acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought
to be solemnized by pomp and parade with
shows, games sports, guns, bells, bonfires
and illuminations, from one end of this
continentto the other.”

There is awidely distributed piece ti-
tled The Price They Paid: “Have you ever
wondered what happened to the 56 signers
of the Declaration of Independence? Five
signers were captured by the British as trai-
tors, and tortured before they died. Twelve
had their homes ransacked and burned.
Two lost their sons in the Revolutionary
Army, another had two sons captured. Nine
of the 56 fought and died from wounds or
from the hardships of the Revolutionary
War. They signed and they pledged their
lives, their fortunes and their sacred hon-
or.”

Freedom isn't free.

Snopes, the alleged determinant of
truth tries to pick apart the statement, how-
ever Snopes’ objectivity has been ques-
tioned and | am inclined to believe it verba-
tim.

“Freedom is never voluntarily given by
the oppressor; it must be demanded by the
oppressed.” Martin Luther King, Jr.

« 25,000 Americans died in the War of
Independence. Freedom isn’t free.

« 20.000 Americans died in the War of
1812. Freedom isn’t free.

The TEA Party method of
demonstration has been widely pooh-poo-
hed by the wild-eyed left as being a flash-in-
the-pan, one-time phenomenon. Partici-
pants have been described as motivated
only by prejudice, and that they don’t have
the slightest knowledge of the history of
taxation. The elitist media with their ivy-
league educations are soon to have another
opportunity to twist the 