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This Week in Highlands

•See FURLOUGHS page 13

•See County page 2 •See PARK page 11

State mandates furloughs for schools

County’s
2009 budget
down 10%

Public says ‘no’ to new park design

Fridays & Saturdays
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, at Falls

on Main, complimentary wine samplings dur-
ing business hours.

Saturdays
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, Falls on

Main, Wine Flights from 4-6:30 p.m. Five wines,
artisan cheeses and specialty foods. $19 per
person.

Fri.-Sun., May 14-17
• “Rumors”at the PAC. Due to language

and themes, it is appropriate for mature audi-
ence only. For ticket information call the box
office at 828-526-8084.

Thursday, May 14
• Nick’s Fine Foods is hosting a dinner at

6 p.m. to benefit The Bosnian Community Farm
Initiative Tickets are $50 per plate; a cash bar
will be available.

• Highlands School final PTO meeting of
the year next is at 6 p.m. in the old gym.

Friday, May 15
• The public is invited to attend the dedica-

tion of Harris Lake Park to the Edwards Family
at 4 p.m. Mayor Don Mullen will unveil the
portal to the entrance of the park at the corner of
Smallwood and 5th Street. Refreshments will
be served and music to be provided by bagpip-
er, Jean Hayes of Franklin.

Saturday, May 16
• At 8 a.m. the 2009 Relay for Life kicks off

at Helen’s Barn parking lot. Clogging, door
prizes, a hearty breakfast, and more will officially
jump start this year’s efforts to raise money for
the fight against cancer .

• The Highlands Plateau Greenway work
trip at 10 a.m. will continue side hill trail work on
the lower portion of the new loop.

Sunday, May 17
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a

3-mile easy hike on an old railroad bed and
woodland trail in Terrora Park at Tallulah Falls in
GA.  Call Kay Coriell at 369- 6820 for reserva-
tions.

Monday, May 18
• The Mirror Lake Improvement Associa-

tion will meet at 6 p.m. at the Highlands Civic
Center.

Due to its growing deficit, the
state is taking back money and de-
manding cuts from all its agencies,
including the Department of Pub-
lic Instruction.

At a called School Board meet-
ing last Thursday, the board learned
that as authorized in the Governor’s
Executive Order Number 11 which
was signed on April 28, 2009, full
time public school employees are
to receive 10 hours of flexible fur-
lough leave to be taken between

June 1 and December 31, 2009 in
return for a .5%  reduction in salary
to be taken by the end of fiscal year
2008 – June 30.

Though there is some confu-
sion as to which full-time public
school employees this affects – lo-
cally paid, state paid or federally paid
– the Macon County School Board
voted unanimously to apply the rule
to all full-time school employees
regardless of their pay origination.

Finance Director Betty Wal-

droop said though the final word
concerning the subject is still in the
“House” school districts have been
assured that all full-time employ-
ees will be affected.

The new policy will affect
about 650 people in the Macon
County School system, including
full-time hourly employees like bus
drivers, said Waldroop, even the
school board members and admin-

Last year the county’s budget
came in at $46,723,013; this year
the proposed budget is $41,967,266
– a full 10% less.

“This represents the lowest
budget in the past five years,” said
County Manager Jack Horton. “Ad-
justments had to be made due to a
loss in revenue.”

Since January, county depart-
ments have been working with
Horton and Finance Director Eve-
lyn Southard trimming all fat in
anticipation of a lean rest of 2008-
2009 and a lean 2009-2010.

Horton said the county’s tax
base is expected to grow only one
percent this coming year and sales
tax collections continue to come in
lower than previous years’ projec-
tions. To compound that, Oct. 1,
2009, the county loses all of it’s Ar-
ticle 44 – ½ cent sales tax – and the
state will continue to withhold a
portion of the county’s Article 39 –
1 cent sales tax – to remit to the
county’s municipalities – Franklin

The design of the Kelsey-Hutch-
inson Park on Pine Street contin-
ues to evolve – with this most re-
cent plan centered around the most
favorable stormwater remediation
solution that could also qualify for

federal stimulus money or a Clean
Water Trust Fund Grant.

The idea was to close Pine
Street, retain six angled parking
spaces along the CK Swan build-
ing, and reroute traffic down the

alley to Oak Street to create a park
with 17,820 sq. ft. of underground
retention using a Rain Tank Storm-
water system.

This represents more than dou-



Page 2 - Highlands’ Newspaper -  Thursday, May 14, 2009

LETTERS-TO-THE EDITOR-POLICY
We reserve the right to reject or edit submissions. NO ANONYMOUS LETTERS
WILL BE ACCEPTED. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Highlands’

Newspaper. Please EMAIL letters by Monday at 5 p.m.
There is a 500-word limit without prior approval.

• THE PLATEAU’S POSITION •

Publisher/Editor – Kim Lewicki; Copy Editor– Tom Merchant
Cartoonist – Karen Hawk; Circulation & Digital Media

Jim Lewicki

All Rights Reserved. No articles, photos, illustrations, advertisements or design
elements may be used without permission from the publisher.

Adobe PDF version at www.HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St.; P.O. Box 2703, Highlands, N.C. , 28741

Email: HighlandsEditor@aol.com

“Our Community Service - A Free Local Newspaper”
Member N.C. Press Association

FREE every Thursday; circulation 5,000; 100+ distribution points
Toll Free FAX: 866-212-8913 • (828) 526-0782

• LETTER •

• THANK YOU’S •

The family of Irene James would like
to express their heart-felt thanks for the
many cards, calls, food, prayers and acts of
kindness they have received. They would
also like to thank Dr. Patti Wheeler and the
nurses and staff at Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital who tended to Irene and all her
family and friends so well. My God bless
every one of you.

The family of Irene James

Thanks from all of us

I want to thank all the many youth and
adult volunteers that helped make Earth
Day in the Mountains a huge success. On a
spectacularly beautiful day, our fifth year co-
ordinating this great get together “on the
plateau” was enjoyed by hundreds of
friends and visitors.

Special thanks go out to: The Bascom
and the Art League of Highlands for provid-
ing outstanding green art opportunities that
were over the top thanks to coordinators
Margie Shambaugh and Susan Bauknight.

Volunteers help the
Earth

Dear Editor:
Every time I turn on the TV, or read a

paper, I hear about the CIA memos that
were released. Well every time spineless
news organizations or broadcasters do this
I want you to look at what they are helping
this incompetent leader we have do!

H.R. 1388 was passed yesterday, behind
our backs. This wasn’t mentioned on the
news, it just went by on the ticker tape on
the CNN screen.

 Obama funds $20 million in taxpayer
dollars to immigrant Hamas Refugees to
the USA. This is the news that didn’t make
the headlines. By executive order, President
Barack Obama has ordered the expenditure
of $20.3 million in “migration assistance”
to the Palestinian refugees and “conflict
victims” in Gaza. The “presidential
determination” which allowed hundreds
or thousands of Palestinians with ties to
Hamas to resettle in the United States, was
signed on January 27 and appeared in the
Federal Register on February 4. Few on
Capital Hill, or in the media, took note that
the order provides a free ticket, complete
with housing and food allowances to
individuals who have displayed their
overwhelming support to the Islamic
Resistance Movement (HAMAS) in the
parliamentary election of January 2006.

Let’s review an itemized list of some of
Barack Obama’s most recent actions since
his inauguration. His first call to any head
of state, as president, was to Mahmoud
Abbas, leader of Fatah party in the
Palestinian territory. His first one on a
television interview with any news
organization was with Al Arabia television.
His first executive order was to fund/
facilitate abortion(s) not just here within
the U.S. but all over the world, using U.S.
taxpayer funds. He ordered Guantanamo
Bay closed and all military trials of
detainees halted. He ordered overseas CIA
interrogation centers closed. He withdrew
all charges against the masterminds behind
the USS Cole and the “terror attack” on 9/
11. Now we learn that he is allowing
hundreds of thousands of Palestinian
refugees to move to and live in, the US at
the taxpayers expense. These important and
insightful issues are being “lost” in the
blinding bail outs and stimulation
packages.

Still like your change? There are those
who think of course that Obama can’t
know these things are happening, or he
would not allow it. Executive order means
he has to know people! Then there are
those who like the idea that we are heading

Pay attention, people!
into a western socialist-like government,
Just remember we the taxpayers are having
to pay for this and we are handing our
nation over to the very people who have
been trying to destroy it! Look what
happened once they got a foot hold in
Europe!

Johnny Owens
Highlands

Mark Lassiter did a superb job of stage man-
agement and his son Clayton was on hand
to help in any way. Words can’t express
how much we all appreciated and enjoyed
the musicians that shared their talents.
Mark English made a huge splash with his
llamas that were paraded around through-
out the day and well fed by eager children.

Many thanks to the Girl Scouts Troup
219 for their green contributions and recy-
cle bags offered and their leadership from
Marjorie Crowe ; They worked in tandem
with Highlands United Methodist Church
and the Episcopal Church of the Incarna-
tion providing tasty “pommards” from the
earth with all the trimmings. The Forest
Service brought Smokey the Bear for the lit-
tle ones to meet and have a photo op with.
The Girls’ Clubhouse participated as they
always do every year keeping the younger
kids in check at the Bouncy Castle and oth-
er errands. Individuals who helped at the
snack shack and climbing wall included
Pat Boyd, Madelline Watt, Kinzey Parker,
Carole Stork and our Civics class commu-
nity service volunteer Monserrat Reyes.
And a last thank you to John Woods for
handling all the trash and recyclables from
the event.

It was truly a community effort be-
tween our sister mountain towns of High-
lands and Cashiers and we are proud of all
who gave their time to help celebrate our
great Earth and the beautiful part of it in
which we live. Many Thanks.

Lee Hodges
Event Chair

... COUNTY continued
from page 1
and Highlands – to make up for their loss of
the ½ cent sales tax.

However Horton said the good news is
beginning July 1, 2009, the state will assume
100% of the county’s Medicaid costs which
more than offsets the loss of the ½ cent sales
tax. “In the long run we come out ahead,” he
said.

Other revenue declines are expected in
permit fees – both septic and inspections –
due to the slowing of the construction and
real estate market and investment earning
are expected to be about half of what they
were last year – only $500,000 versus $1 mil-
lion.

The proposed budget calls for a fund bal-
ance appropriation of $780,839 – less than
the last three years due to the decrease in the
overall budget.

Horton said though revenues are down
in Macon County, compared to other coun-
ties in the state, Macon County is in very good
shape.

Horton said with the General Assembly
still in session, counties are concerned that
the state will further shift additional fiscal
responsibilities while reducing county fund-
ing to correct its budget crisis.

“The state is facing a $3 billion revenue
shortfall for 2009-2010 so we can only wait
to see what effect this will have on Macon
County,” he said.

He said the county is fiscally sound and
projects in the pipeline will likely continue
including funding school construction, the
new senior citizens center, EMS and Health
Department needs.

Except for the new Animal Shelter and
the Economic Development Committee,
there won’t be any new positions added and
the school’s current expense budget will re-
main at the current year’s level while main-
taining full funding for the teacher supple-
ments.

Horton said he’s not recommending a
tax rate increase and that at 26.4 cents Ma-
con County’s rate is still the third lowest in
the state.

Commissioners will have the first of
many budget worksessions Tuesday, May 19
at 5:30 p.m.
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• MILESTONES •

During a ceremony Friday evening, May
1, on the Jackson Campus seven

Southwestern Community College
emergency medical science students
received their pins presented by SCC

program coordinators Tony Belcher and
Eric Hester. Students from Macon

County, from left, are Richard Davis,
Pete Privette (honorary graduate) and

Chris Metrick.

Medical Science
students graduate

from SCC EMS
program

Jackie Reed, a rising senior at UNC-
Greensboro double majoring in Accounting/
Finance and Political Science, has been ap-
pointed Attorney General of the SGA Judi-
cial Branch for 2009.

The Judicial Branch is headed up by the
Attorney General, who oversees Constitution-
al issues and decisions for the Student Gov-
ernment Association and acts as a liaison
between students and the University’s Of-
fice of Student Conduct.

The Attorney General’s office serves to
protect the rights of students while uphold-
ing the policies set forth by the University.

The Office of the Attorney General (AG)
works in partnership with the Dean of Stu-
dents Office, providing guidance to students
on the University’s Academic Integrity Policy,
and Student Code of Conduct..  Student advi-
sors are appointed by the Attorney General
to assist students through the conduct pro-
cess.  These advisors are trained by the Dean
of Students Office and the Student Govern-
ment Attorney General on the Academic In-
tegrity Policy  and Student Code of Conduct.

Reed is a 2006 graduate of Highlands
School and the daughter of Morris and Cin-
dy Reed of Highlands.

Reed appointed
SGA Attorney

General
at UNC-Greensboro

New ladder truck rolls into town

Firefigthers took turns climbing the ladder of the new 75-foot ladder truck at
Tuesday night’s weekly meeting at the fire house. The department also prac-
ticed shooting water which thanks to the capacity of the new truck will be
able to reach structures within the OEI complex bordered by Main, Fourth &
Church streets and other tall structures. Photo by Jim Lewicki

• OBITUARY •

John William (Pluck) Baty, 92, of High-
lands, NC,  died Friday, May 8, 2009 at the
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. He
was a native of Macon County, the
son of the late Henry J. and Mary
Silla Crane Baty. He was married to
Eva Hedden Baty who died June 15,
1999. Mr. Baty was a Marine Veter-
an of WWII and was a retired car-
penter and painter.

He is survived by one son,
James Hedden Baty of Waverly, TN;
two brothers, Clarence Baty of Nor-
cross, GA and Herbert Baty of Al-

Reduced!
Now, $465,000
was $650,000

This dramatic 2 +/- acre
waterfall lot looks right at

the Big Falls.
There is also a smaller falls
with moss covered rocks on

the other side.

This is an EXCEPTIONAL
one-of-a-kind homesite and

value. Located less than 4
miles from Main Street
Highland in a planned

community development.

Owner financing available
828-526-9622

npvh@netzero.net

Broker protected 7.5%

‘Between
the Falls’

pharetta, GA. Four grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren also survive.
He was preceded in death by a
daughter, Jane B. Rogers.

Memorial services were held
Sunday, May 10 at 5 p.m. in the
Chapel of Bryant-Grant Funeral
Home in Highlands with the Rev.
Walter Wilson officiating. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to Mountain Top
Relay for Life.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home
was in charge of arrangements.

John William (Pluck) Baty
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• LAUGHING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback is encouraged!
email:

askfredanything@aol.com

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere“Fabulous food in a casual atmosphere

2 Entrances – Main Street and Oak • 828-787-2200

Open 7 days a week
for lunch and dinner

“Serving USDA prime steaks & seafood”

Ristorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante Paoletti
Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Dinner Daily from 5:30 Reservations: 526.4906

474 Main Street • 526-3807 • Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

Open Wednesday-Sunday
The Bistro – from 4 p.m. – wine & small plates

Dinner – from 5:30 p.m
Reservations suggested

CHEF WOLFGANG 
Former Executive Chef for

The Brennan’s Family of Commander’s Palace

Music with Cy Timmons Fri.-Sat at 6 p.m.

Lunch: 11-3 everyday except Sun.
Dinner: 5 until every night except Wed. & Sun.

Sunday Brunch 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

526-4188

Come get a frequent Fressers Card at lunch & anCome get a frequent Fressers Card at lunch & anCome get a frequent Fressers Card at lunch & anCome get a frequent Fressers Card at lunch & anCome get a frequent Fressers Card at lunch & an
Economic Rebate Envelope at dinnerEconomic Rebate Envelope at dinnerEconomic Rebate Envelope at dinnerEconomic Rebate Envelope at dinnerEconomic Rebate Envelope at dinner

W A R N I N G !
WARNING! Never,
never, ever take a

sea cruise longer than seven
days! When we got on this
17-story, monstrous, super
duper luxury liner, it seemed
huge. Now it’s the size of a
raft. Each day it shrinks.

If I eat another Beef Well-
ington or lobster, my insides
will explode. Please, no more
Cordon Bleu or Leg of Lamb.
And to think a cute li’l lamb
actually gave up its leg to wind
up on my plate only to have
half of it and some other
weird looking gobbledygook raked into the
garbage. Please, I can’t eat another shrimp
cocktail. Don’t they know shrimp are the
cockroaches of the sea?

Are you sitting down? On the fourth day
of the cruise, I learned the li’l missus was
cheating on me. Yep, she had smuggled a
six-pack of individually wrapped packets of
peanut butter on board. I would kill for a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich. I have
searched our room four times but can’t find
where she stashed them. I know she has
them because I smell peanut butter on her
breath. I begged her to share but, hey, she
says some things cannot be shared and be-
ing married a long time does not mean giv-
ing up your peanut butter on a cruise.

Yesterday I was listed as a “very bad man”
on the ship’s Daily Patter. I tried to con a
four-year-old out of his peanut butter and
banana sandwich in the children’s play
room on the Sun Deck. My picture now ap-
pears on the wall with a warning notice de-
scribing me as a peanut butter thief. Not
guilty! I merely wanted to trade my garlic
encrusted escargot appetizer for the sand-
wich.

Today is our 15th day at sea and I’ve just
finished my 27th trivia quiz game at the
Cucamonga Lounge. I may know all the ele-
ments needed to obtain a search warrant
but I don’t know the population of Chad
back in 1960. They always ask the wrong
trivia questions.

Each day we go to the Cucamonga
Lounge so I can get my daily dose of “look
how stupid I am” by not knowing any of the
trivia questions. I’m so bad at trivia everyone
avoids me, including the li’l missus. She’s
putting together her own team and I’m not
on it. I’m always the last guy to be chosen.
Ha, I’ll bet none of those dummies know
how to assemble an M-16 automatic weap-
on in the dark.

And there’s this really, really fat
lady….or should I say skinny-challenged
person who hates me because I don’t know

Get me off this stupid boat
squat. She’s so skinny-chal-
lenged they have to pry her out
of her wrap-around lounge
chair when the game is over,
otherwise the chair stays stuck
to her fanny when she stands.
Ask me how funny that looks.
But, boy-o-boy, does she know
her trivia. Lately, the ship’s
personnel have been sticking
me on her team ‘cause she’s
so trivia smart, I won’t matter.

Without answering one
trivia question correctly, this
is the ninth game our team
has won because of her. So far,
my winnings consist of four

Princess key chains, a Princess coffee mug,
two decks of, yep, you guessed it, Princess play-
ing cards and two knock-your-socks-off Prin-
cess makeup mirrors for my purse. I was hop-
ing for a bottle of wine or glass of champagne.
Or maybe a free massage from that drop-dead,
long-legged, six-foot Norwegian hot, babe,
blond working in the ship’s spa. But, no, I got
key chains, cards and mirrors.

After the trivia quiz, I raced upstairs to
the main pool deck where an intellectual
game called Marco Polo was being played by
persons in the pool. A blindfolded swimmer
says “Marco” and other swimmers say “Polo.”
The Marco person tries to catch the Polo per-
son. I challenge anyone to try to read a book
or sleep with the words Marco Polo being
shouted 10,000 times an hour. The winner of
the Marco Polo game gets a special “Duh”
trophy for being able to stay in the pool for
hours without eating. Unlike the trivia quiz, I
actually feel intelligent around these people.

Later in the day I passed through the Cu-
camonga Lounge on my way to the “Name
That Tune” game in the show lounge when I
saw the skinny-challenged lady still sitting in
her trivia chair. “I’m stuck and can’t get out,”
she said. I saw a waiter and stopped him for
help. “Waiter, can you help this woman by
bringing her a six-pack of Crème Brulee, por-
favor,” I said as I walked out of the lounge.

Just before my 10th meal of the day, I at-
tended a briefing on how the ship operates
and the audience was permitted to ask ques-
tions. The best question asked was, “Does the
crew sleep on the ship?”

Two more days and I’m off this tub. How
can the people who work here do this for 365
days a year? One thing, I’m bettin’ they have
peanut butter squirreled away in their room.
And they don’t have to attend trivia games or
see the nightly shows. Tonight’s show is a talk-
ing parrot ventriloquist with a Czechoslova-
kian accent impersonating Barack Obama. I
can’t miss that one.

Members of the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Auxiliary were hard at work last
week helping the hospital’s foundation mail out its annual spring fund raising
appeal. As they have been throughout the hospital’s nearly 60-year history,
contributions are essential to keeping a small hospital operating smoothly in
a such highly seasonal area such as ours. Helping the foundation is only one
of many projects undertaken by Auxiliary members each year. And the Auxiliary
is always looking for new members. Those helping out last week were from
left: Betty Bunnell, Doris Long, Jolene Niblack, Polly Dean and Marie Sharpe.

Getting the word out...



On Log Cabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 • 526-3380

Open for Dinner
5:30 until

(Closed Mon. & Tues)
Reservations appreciated

The Log Cabin Restaurant

• THE VIEW FROM HERE •

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

Lunch Mon-Sat. 11 a.m to 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Mon-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.

Now offering beer & wine!
Patio Dining Available

108 Main Street • 526-2706

WILD THYME GOURMET
Cafe • Gourmet Retail • Fine Wines • Beer

Lunch from 11 :30-4 & Dinner from 5:30 p.m.
opem Sundays beginning Memorial Day weekend

526-4035 • 490 Carolina Way • Highlands

Now ServingBeer!

Select

Wines On Sale
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Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
7 days a week
In Wright Square
on Main Street

526-3636

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

Cut n PCut n PCut n PCut n PCut n Patatatatatchchchchch
Quilt ShopQuilt ShopQuilt ShopQuilt ShopQuilt Shop

160 Strawberry Lane, Highlands
Friday & Saturday •10-5

526-9743

Just back from
Quilt Show

and
Memorial Day

SALE!

• Complete line of office supplies
• Laminating • Fax Service

• Greeting Cards
• Laser paper

• Ink Cartridges

87 Highlands Plaza
526-3379

FAX: 526-3309

“It’s good to do business in Highlands”

The idea of murder is
repugnant. The notion of
killing a member of the

family is unthinkable. No one
would ever consider that
restoration of family honor
requires him to behead his
wife, shoot his daughters, or
stone his cousin. At least such a
thought would never cross the
minds of civilized people.

Around the globe, at least
5,000 such murders are
reported each year. The United
Nations suspects that the
number is actually far greater, for the deaths
are often reported as the result of accidents
or suicide. The victims are usually, but not
always women; wives, daughters, cousins.
The perpetrators are usually men, but sisters
and mothers of the victims are sometimes
complicit. These savage acts go by the name
of honor killings.

Honor killings take place in remote
tribal areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan.
They occur in villages in Egypt and Iraq.
Closer to home, western European nations
and the United States have witnessed the
atrocity.

A successful Pakistani immigrant,
owner of a television station in Orchard
Park, NY beheaded his wife and an
Egyptian-American murdered his daughters
for becoming too Americanized. In Canada
a father killed his daughter for refusing to
wear a head scarf.

Killing in the name of honor is not
practiced only by Muslims, but Muslims
are by far the most common culprits.
Honor killing has more to do with
barbarism than religion. There just happen
to be more barbarians among the world’s
one billion Muslims than among other
religious, cultural, ethnic, or national
groups. When a family feels honor-bound
to kill a sister or a daughter for refusing to
wear a head scarf, for holding hands with a
boy, or for seeking divorce from an abusive
husband, the family is most often Muslim.

The woman’s role in society is the
primary determinant in honor killings. In
a religion, culture, or nation which
supports human rights, the idea of murder
is abhorrent. Where a woman is viewed as
chattel, she is far more likely to be
punished, even murdered, for independent
behavior. The crimes for which women are
murdered are not crimes at all in most of
the world. They include choice of dress,
occupation, association, and sexual partner.
Neither are they criminal in the places they

Honor killing
take place. There is no crime
except in the minds of the
family and the community.
Adultery is an exception. In
several Middle Eastern
countries, a man who catches
his wife in an adulterous
relationship may kill her
without penalty.

Fundamentalist Islam,
with its goal of rolling back
the calendar to the 7th
century, a time when women
were mere possessions,
creates an environment

favorable for honor killings. The most
remarkable aspect of the tragic custom is
the response of moderate Islamic scholars,
if such a description is not an oxymoron.
They claim that honor killings are not
restricted to Islam, and this is true. They
choose to ignore the fact that the vast
majority of these murders are committed
by Muslims. It is certainly an Islamic
problem, even if it is occasionally a Hindu
problem or a Christian problem. If, instead
of claiming anti-Islamic persecution by the
world’s media, Islamic leaders encouraged
imams to preach against honor killing, to
clearly and categorically declare that is
sinful for a Muslim to kill his wife or
daughter, perhaps the killing would stop.

Islamic leaders further obscure the
issue by making the absurd claim that
honor killings are simply examples of
domestic violence, and indistinguishable
from the act of an abusive drunk red neck
who murders his wife. Honor killings are
planned, often by several relatives,
specifically to punish a sinner, and restore
family honor. They often follow a series of
warnings that the woman will be punished
if she continues the offensive conduct. A
popular Pakistani singer was recently
murdered by her family after she ignored
repeated threats that unless she stopped
singing she would be killed.

Much as the world’s Islamic leaders
were unwilling to unconditionally
condemn another barbaric act, the 9/11
attacks, they are unwilling to admit that
Muslims commit these atrocities, that they
are culturally or religious based, and that
they must stop.

There are no more religious people on
earth that Muslims. Whatever is or is not
written in the Quran, devout Muslims
would not kill their families unless they
believed honor killing was sanctioned by
their faith.

Want business? Advertise in Highlands’ Newspaper
People READ it so people will SEE your ad!

email: highlandseditor@aol.com
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526-1600
30 Dillard Rd @US 64,

DON LEON’S CAFÉ

Open Thursday - Sunday
11 AM—3 PM

Sandwiches • Soups
Salads • Wraps

SportsPage

Sandwich Shoppe

314 Main Street • 526-3555

Hours:
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Desserts • Loaded Baked Potatoes

Open
Monday-Saturday

7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon-Fri
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sat & Sun

526-9632

Corner of Main
and 4th streets

Highlands Hill Deli

Open Daily Serving:
Soups, Salads, & Made-to-Order

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Sandwiches & Ice Cream, too!

Now with In-Store Seating!

• HIS & HERS •

Michelle Mead-Armor &
John Armor

michiemead@aol.com
John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

Burritos – Tacos – Quesadillas
Homemade soups, freshly baked

cookies and good fresh food!

Pescado’s — Highlands

Eat right, live long!

226 S. 4th St.
526-9313

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11-7
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 11-4

Closed Sundays

HIGHLANDS EATERIES

526-0572
Cashiers Road next to the
Community Bible Church

Breakfast & Lunch
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m

EVERYDAY

Down home
favorites

everyday!

High Country Cafe

All U Can Eat Pancakes
Saturday 7-11 a.m.

365 Main Street • 526-5660

Open 7
Days a
Week

The Pizza
Place

Join us for National
Pizza Party Day on

May 15th!

by John Armor

Sometimes even
when you attend an
event, and take part in

it, it still takes time to
understand it. I had the
honor to speak at the
Knoxville Tea Party, as Ben
Franklin, a printer from
Philadelphia. The visible,
massive driving force for
that and all 750+ Tea Parties
with 1+ million people in
attendance was taxes. But
the real issue was larger
and deeper than taxes.

When the mainstream media attempt
to deal seriously with this phenomenon, they
phrase it as “conservative” as opposed to
“liberal.” Sometimes it’s no such thing. The
Tea Parties are related to the present issue of
the “rebranding” of the Republican Party.

Long ago, when ice covered the Earth
and the last dinosaurs were staggering to their
deaths, I was in advertising. “Rebranding”
meant putting a new name and a new slogan
on an old product that the people
demonstrably did not want. That change was
intended to market the goods despite
endemic defects.

If “rebranding” is all that the
Republicans do, it will be a fraud. It will fail.
It will deserve to fail. And, the nation will be
the worse for the lack of any competent
opposition to present trends in the US
government.

With the defection of Arlen Spector, the
Democrats now solidly control two of the
three branches of the federal government.
Control of the third branch, the Judiciary, is
now at issue. One of the leading candidates
to replace retiring Justice David Souter is
Judge Sonia Sotomayor of the Second Circuit
Court of Appeals. She gave a 2005 speech at
Duke University which was taped. She said
that “the Appeals Courts are where policy is
made.” She added, “I know this is on tape
and I should never say that, because we don’t
make law. I know.” And the audience tittered.

This gets us to the heart of the matter. It
is the fundamental theory of American
government, as embodied in the
Constitution, that it is the business of
Congress, not the courts to write or rewrite
the laws. This would-be Justice has made it
clear that she will deliberately violate her oath
of office to protect the Constitution if she
gets on the Court.

She will be biased, in favor of some legal
parties and against others, based on who they
are. In that, she fully represents President
Barack Obama. He has said both as a

Want another bigot on the court?
You got it.

candidate and now that
he wants judges who have
“empathy” for certain
parties. In plain English,
he wants judges who are
biased in his chosen
direction. And that, in
turn is a frontal assault on
the whole Constitution,
which was written to
provide “equal justice for
all” in our courts.

It is also a direct
assault on the Declaration
of Independence.
Governments “derive

their just powers from the consent of the
governed.” Federal judges are appointed, not
elected. So, there is no “consent of the
governed” when unelected judges write laws,
or worse, revise the Constitution by their
votes alone,

Taxes are only a symptom of the larger
problem. The attack on the Constitution is
the basic issue. Dr. Thomas Sowell has
addressed this at length and with eloquence.
His latest column is ‘Empathy’ versus the Law:
Part IV, where he writes: “For more than a
century, believers in bigger government have
also been believers in having judges
‘interpret’ the restraints of the Constitution
out of existence. They called this ‘a living
Constitution.’ But it has in fact been a dying
Constitution, as its restraining provisions
have been interpreted to mean less and less,
so that the federal government can do more
and more.”

This is not a “conservative” or a “liberal”
or a “moderate” issue. It is a matter of national
survival. If the Constitution is destroyed as a
limitation on the federal government, the
essence of the United States will be gone.
Labels and forms will remain, but in reality
the US will be nothing more than the
majority of the world’s 192 governments, a
tin pot dictatorship with a meaningless
constitution.

It is that serious, that immediate, that
important. I’ve looked at the backgrounds of
most of the possible nominees to replace
Justice Souter. Whoever the President named
will certainly be confirmed, regardless of
whether he or she is an enemy of the
Constitution. When that person is named,
I’ll readdress the subject. In the meantime,
please read Dr. Sowell’s four columns on this
subject.

• About the Author: John Armor
practiced law in the Supreme Court for 33
years. He now lives on the Eastern
Continental Divide in the Blue Ridge of North
Carolina. John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

Don’t be left out of  Highlands’ Newspaper’s
Memorial Day issue!

Email: highlandseditor@aol.com
or Call: 526-0782
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Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

• CONSERVATIVE POV •

Twigs
the Season

Hours: 10-5 Thursday-Monday; Sunday 10-4; Closed Tues. & Wed. • Cashiers Road about one mile from town. • 526-5551

“Everything for your Nest”®

...and more including furniture, accessories, art and gifts.

TWIGS at Highlands’ Edge

The

Summer
houSe

Antiques ~ Accessories ~
Gifts ~ Upholstery ~
Large Selection of Bed

Home of

Tiger mounTain
WoodWorkS

Custom Handcrafted Furniture

The PanTry
Decorative Accessories for Kitchens

and Keeping Rooms

Open Year Round
828-526-5577

2089 Dillard Road Highlands, NC
(2 miles from Main Street)

www.summerhousehighlands.com

PaTio & Porch

Visit Our Sale Room
for

Irresistible Savings!

SALE!

Every now and then there is some ironic
justice in the lives and careers of na-
tional politicians.  For those of us who

are old enough to have been around at the
time, one of the country’s promising politi-
cal careers got thrown into neutral.

First, some background.
From Wikipedia, “Joseph Kennedy was

a prominent American and businessman and
political figure, and the father of President
John F. Kennedy and Senators Robert F.
Kennedy and Ted Kennedy.  He was a leading
member of the Democratic Party and of the
Irish Catholic community.”  Among other
business pursuits, Kennedy was a big time
bootlegger.  After the end of prohibition, it
was a natural progression to remain a liquor
importer.  Ironically or not, he also owned
the largest office building in Chicago, the
Chicago Merchandise Mart.

Let me state, I take no delight in the fol-
lowing; it is just part of the story.  Joe’s very
popular son Jack became President in 1961
and served until 1963, when he was assassi-
nated by Lee Harvey Oswald.  In a curious
turn of events, Oswald himself was killed in
a Dallas police station, on national televi-
sion, by Jack Ruby who eventually died in
prison.  Bingo, bango, bongo – case closed.
Some think not.

“Bobby” Kennedy served as Attorney
General from 1961 to 1964 and Senator from
New York from 1965 to 1968.  Seeing a weak-
ness in the Democratic Party’s potential pres-
idential ticket in 1968, Bobby threw his hat
in the ring.  Unfortunately, he was assassi-
nated by Sirhan Sirhan, whose motive for
doing so is somewhat murky.  Thus ended
the President aspirations of the second of Joe
Kennedy’s sons.

A third Kennedy son, Edward, better
known as Teddy, after the tragedies that had
befallen his brothers, seemed destined to
someday become President.  I have purpose-
ly avoided mentioning Marilyn Monroe’s
involvement with the brothers Kennedy for
lack of substantiation.  Extramarital frivoli-
ties cannot be avoided in the case of the end
of the Presidential prospects for Teddy, how-
ever.

From the Charlotte Observer, “It was in
the early hours of Saturday night when Sen.

The grass is always greener….really?
Ted Kennedy, D-MA, accompa-
nied by a young woman who
was not his wife, drove his car
off a narrow bridge on Chap-
paquiddick Island into a tidal
pool.  The young woman, Mary
Jo Kopechne, died in that car as
it rested upside down in dark
and chilling waters.  Whatever
hopes Kennedy had of being
president – and those hopes
were indeed high – died that
night, also.”

“It eventually became clear
that the central moral question
at Chappaquiddick was not
whether he was taking Mary Jo to the ferry or
the beach, or even if he had been drunk or
sober. It was: Why didn’t he get help?”  To
save his political skin, that’s why.  Jumping
the fence to enjoy the grass on the other side
didn’t serve him well.

Fast forward to the present and shift gears
from questionable personal behavior to ques-
tionable political behavior.  Sen. Arlen Spec-
ter has been a US Senator from Pennsylva-
nia since 1980.  To my mind, his political
allegiance has always been to himself.  He
was the Republican version of Chucky
Schumer, and that is not meant to be a com-
plement.

Last week, Specter announced that he is
switching to the Democrat Party.  It seems
that there was a communication hiccup be-
tween Specter and his new boss, Harry Reid.
“Senator Reid assured me that I would keep
my committee assignments and that I would
have the same seniority as if I had been elect-
ed a Democrat in 1980.  It was understood
that the issue of subcommittee chairman-

ships would not be decided until after
the 2010 election.  Some members of the
caucus have raised questions about my se-
niority, so the caucus will vote on my senior-
ity at the same time subcommittee chairman-
ships are confirmed after to 2010 election.”

Well Arlen, while you are trying to figure
out why Harry Reid lied to you about your
seniority, which is all you’ve got as far as I’m
concerned, you may spend some time figur-
ing out how you are going to beat Tom Ridge
in 2010.  Your precious seniority may be a

moot point in the final analy-
sis.  Oh, by the way, Harry
doesn’t want you, he wants your
vote.

Speaking of lying Demo-
crat Congressional leaders,
how’s Bad Nancy doing these
days?  “What? Nobody ever told
me about waterboarding or oth-
er forms of being testy with the
enemy that is pledged to destroy
us.”  The CIA said they did.
From the LA Times (ultra-liber-
al rag, by the way), “Congres-
sional leaders were briefed re-
peatedly on the CIA’s use of se-

vere interrogation methods on Al Qaeda sus-
pects, according to new information released
by the Obama Administration that appears
to contradict the assertions of House Major-
ity Leader Nancy Pelosi (translation; she’s
lying).

The records describe dozens of congres-
sional briefings about CIA decisions that
since have emerged as major sources of con-
troversy – including the agency’s use of water-
boarding and its destruction of videotapes of
interrogation sessions.”  Nancy, you were
there, you heard, you knew and you said noth-
ing against the practice.  I think Code Pink
just turned into Code Red.  If you can’t stand
the heat, head for Baghdad.

Real class exhibited by leadership these
days, don’t you agree?
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• PLACES OF WORSHIP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

CHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEY
Sky Valley, Georgia

The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor
Church: 706-746-2999

Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770
Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy

Communion each service
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTSCHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Office – 526-2320

Sunday: Holy Communion -- 11 a.m.
(Highlands Community Center on. U.S. 64 next to the

ballfield in Highlands
Monday: Evening Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.

at First Baptist Church
Pot Luck Lunch last Sunday of each month.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Prayer – 6:30 p.m.

Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
Pastor Gary Hewins

3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands
Sundays: 9:30am Sunday School for all ages; 10:45am

Worship; 6pm High School Group
Tuesdays: 10am Women’s Bible Study; 2nd, 4th, & 5th

Tuesdays Young Mom’s Bible Study
Wed.: 5pm Dinner; 6pm AWANA, Youth Activities

EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION
The Rev. Brian Sullivan – Rector: 526-2968
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.

Monday: 4 p.m. Women’s Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Men’s Cursillo Group

4:30 P.M. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 P.M. Choir Practice

Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Daughters of the King

• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.; 6: p.m.

(nursery provided)
Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner 5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;

Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School – 9:30
a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15

Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6 p.m.;

Prayer – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor
Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 10:55 a.m.; Sun. School – 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion & Breakfast

Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers
Wednesdays – Choir – 7

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD
Sixth Street

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy

526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.;

5 p.m. Youth Group
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults

studies; 6:15 – Adult choir
 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group
9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion – 10:30

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Kay Ward - 743-5009
Sundays: 7-9 p.m. Memorial Day - Labor Day

Old Fashioned Hymn
SINGMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHSINGMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHSINGMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHSINGMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHSINGMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Matt Shuler, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAIN CAAIN CAAIN CAAIN CAAIN CATHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCHTHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor
Parish office, 526-2418
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.;
Evening Worship – 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
 For more information call 526-3212.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth from 8th - 12th grades meet the second Sunday

of each month from 5 - 7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

I am often amazed at the generous spirit that many people
have in this world.  I have heard stories of how people
have helped struggling families out of hardships, or I have

heard the stories of how adults helped out students who
needed book bags, braces or cars.  You know when you think
about it we live in a world where there is a lot of good that
takes place each and every day.  And the problem is that very
often we do not hear about the “good” that happens in the
world, but only the bad.  We all love to hear the bad stories
because I am convinced that we love to hear stories of defeat
so we can build ourselves up. However, this week I wanted to
share some stories of the good I have experienced the last few
months because I think we need to hear some stories that are
good for the soul.

Story one,
Several months ago I heard about a group of ordinary

folks from Highlands who heard the call to serve others in
another community called New Orleans.  You know several
years ago there was a hurricane called Katrina that devastated
the Gulf Coast and many of you in this whole community
have been a part of the rebuilding from Gulfport to New
Orleans and what an example you have given us all about the
human spirit.  But an ordinary group of folks from Highlands
gave up a week of their lives to go help rebuild some homes
that were hit hard in New Orleans.  They went without a lot
of fanfare or need to say “hey look at us,”but they went and
worked on a row house and built relationships with the good
people of Louisiana.  Just let me say that that was some good
news from this community in helping others in the
rebuilding not only of buildings, but lives!

Story two.
Then on a very personal level, my mother who fell and

broke her pelvis, has been in rehab from eight weeks is home
now and let me say how appreciative I am to people who
help in hospitals, to nursing homes to rehabs because they
are unsung heroes of our community.  I do not think that we
give enough appreciation to the folks who help out our loved
ones on a daily basis.  I saw more compassion and care in the
eight weeks my mom was in rehab than I had ever seen.  I
visit in hospitals and nursing homes everyday and I have
neglected to say thank you to all the folks who give of their
time and talents to help others on a daily basis.

Story three.
Then this past week, I was away on Sunday, you know us

preachers don’t often take a Sunday off, but it was my wife’s
birthday and I promised to take her away so I did.  But my
father-in-law, who is a retired preacher, came and preached
for me.  He did a great job and I really appreciated the time
away.  But on Monday when I went to my desk to wade
through all the things I felt I needed to do, I found a note, a
simple note from my dad-in-law that said, “Thanks for letting
me come preach and thank you for being my son-in-law.”  It
was a simple note, but it meant a lot to me and I thought, you
know, that was really a nice thing to do!

Why do I tell you these stories? Because I want to let you

•See SPIRITUALLY page 9

Commit random
acts of kindness

Pastor Paul Christy
Highlands United Methodist

Church
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Think Smart!

RECYCLE

Curbside Residental Pickup •Commercial Pickup
(828) 743-4243

BCDA, LLC

Recycle for the Future of Your Community

Mayor Don Mullen

• FROM MY PERSPECTIVE •

know and mostly this little preacher know
that it doesn’t take a lot to make a difference
in this community and in this world.

Treat one another with love and respect;
be willing to give of yourself to help someone,
and write a note to brighten someone’s day.
It doesn’t take a lot to make the world a
brighter place, I mean so often we think it
takes something big, but it is the small things
that go a long way.

I am reminded that Jesus when He was a

... SPIRITUALLY continued from page 8

This year is an election year
for the Town of Highlands
and up for election will be

the position of Mayor and two
Commissioners. Many people
have been asking me whether I
will be running for another four-
year term. My wife and I along with
friends have discussed this at
length over the last few months
and I have decided that, yes, I will
run for mayor for another four-
year term.

Our Board of Commissioners has ac-
complished a lot over the last four years but
there is still much to do as we continue to
seek to maintain the village character of our
town and yet be progressive enough to keep
up with necessary improvements in the in-
frastructure and amenities we all enjoy.

Over the coming months I will be dis-
cussing with you which direction I perceive
the town going. We have a lot to be proud of
over these past few years, and I would like to
help this board continue that progress with
as little impact on the taxpayers as possible.

Once again, I would like to commend
the work of our volunteer firefighters. Last
week the Town Board of Commissioner had
a special meeting to consider buying a ladder
truck for the fire department. These guys do
such a great job in protecting us from fires
that they need as much good equipment as
we can give them. One of the necessary things
for any good fire department is a ladder truck
which can reach up to three stories on build-
ings. And indeed the commissioners did ap-
prove the purchase of this vehicle at a cost of
$440,000 along with constructing an expand-
ed garage space for housing this fine piece of
equipment. We have always been proud of
the fine work our firemen and emergency
personnel do. They should be not only com-
mended for this but recognized with the sup-
port of good equipment. These guys work
hard training for their job, always improving
and they certainly deserve the best.

At this reading we will have had another
very important special town board meeting
at the Community Center for the discussion
of Stormwater protection around Fifth and

Pine Street. We are looking at state-
of-the-art development in that
areas and it coincides with the
soon-to-be-developed Kelsey
Hutchinson Park. Preliminary
plans have been developed for
that park which will follow the
stormwater work and the com-
missioners will discuss this situa-
tion in detail as we plan to pull all
this together in one project that
will protect the area from floods
in addition to creating a much

needed central urban park for the conve-
nience of all our citizens and the visitors who
come to see us.

On the entertainment front, my wife and
I attended the opening of the Highlands Cash-
iers Players production of Neil Simon’s “Ru-
mors” last week at the Martin Lipscomb Per-
forming Arts Center. Everyone in the play
did a marvelous job with a brilliantly con-
ceived comedy that kept everyone in stitches
for the entire evening. One of the lead char-
acters is played by Rick Siegel who was par-
ticularly outstanding. I highly recommend
that all who can, go out the PAC this week to
see a truly outstanding performance. Those
folks in that volunteer actors group just keep
getting better and better. Don’t miss this one.

Let me just add that there are many oth-
er wonderful things going on at the PAC
throughout this summer. On May 23 Gary
Carden, a popular local story teller, brings
with him Sheila Kay Adams. The last time
Gary was with us the audience was kept roar-
ing with laughter. So call the PAC for tickets
which could be some of the best but cheap-
est entertainment you could see this sum-
mer. During these trying economic times we
need to let our hair down with some good
laughs.

And there are more great events coming
up. Keep in touch with what’s going on at the
PAC. If you are a classical music fan, one can-
not find better music than at the Highlands-
Cashiers Chamber Music Festival held at the
PAC and in Cashiers in July and August. Some
of the best musicians from all over the world
come to this fine festival. Come on out and
enjoy the fun.

There’s too much to do to quit now!

itinerate preacher made more about building
relationships than He did about being
appointed to the high steeple churches of His
day.

We build relationships by the way we
care and love each other, so I challenge you
as I do myself, commit a random act of
kindness this week because you never know,
when you will make a difference in another’s
life!

Wouldn’t it be a great thing if people

coming to visit Highlands said this about us:
“Those people in Highlands are different; they
think that they can change the world by

treating each other with love and respect?”
Now that would be a headline and that would
be some GOOD NEWS!
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House
of

Wong
The Best Selection

of Ladies
Fine Clothing

& Accessories ...

526-3865

10-5 p.m.
Closed Sundays

“For the Ones Who

Care for Quality.”

399 Main Street

A new family physi-
cian is moving to High-
lands and will begin see-
ing patients June 1, offi-
cials at Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital announced Fri-
day.

Richard S. Matthews,
Jr., MD, will be relocating
his practice in family med-
icine to Highlands from
Gulf Breeze, Fl, where he
has practiced since 1985.
Dr. Matthews is board cer-
tified in family medicine
and a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Family
Physicians.

“This is very welcome news for the
hospital and the communities it serves,”
said Bud Smith, chairman of the hospital’s
Board of Directors. “I think we have all
recognized for the last several years that,
when it comes to the number of primary
care physicians, our area has been under-
served, especially since the departure of Dr.
Mark Heffington and Dr. Mark Wagner. The
hospital has been working very hard to re-
cruit new primary-care physicians to come
here, and we are very pleased to gain some-
one of Dr. Matthews’ skills and experience.”

Mr. Smith said efforts to recruit up to
two more primary-care physicians (prima-
rily for the Cashiers/Glenville/Sapphire
area) are still in full swing. Those efforts
are in conjunction with Dr. David Wheel-
er and Mountain Area Family Medicine.

Dr. Matthews said Friday he is looking
forward to a change of scenery. He has spent
his entire professional career in the Gulf
Breeze area. “My wife and I are very excited
about coming to the mountains and to
Highlands. We have visited Highlands sev-
eral times in the last several years, and we
just fell in love with the area,” he said. “Last
December I had a chance to meet a num-
ber of the doctors there and see the hospi-
tal, and I was very impressed. The size of
the hospital and the community remind-
ed me of Gulf Breeze when I first began
practicing there.”

Dr. Matthews says he was particularly
impressed with how friendly the physi-
cians and hospital staff are, and that the
hospital is a clean, modern facility. “It has
all the modern technology that I have been
used to at what is a much larger hospital
here in Gulf Breeze,” he adds.

He and his wife Catherine have found
a house to rent in Highlands, and will be
moving over the course of the next few

New family physician to open
practice in Highlands June 1

weeks. While he will be-
gin seeing patients June 1,
his office is already ac-
cepting appointments at
(828) 526-4942. His offic-
es will be located in Suite
303 on the third floor of
the Jane Woodruff Clinic.
He has applied for full
privileges on the hospital
medical staff, and final
approval is expected late
this week.

“We’ve checked his
qualifications and creden-
tials very thoroughly and
he has already met most

of the current members of the medical
staff,” said hospital CEO and President Ken
Shull. “Dr. Matthews is going to be a great
addition to the hospital and to our com-
munities for many years to come.”

Dr. Matthews says he isn’t coming to
Highlands to slow down or semi-retire. “I
plan on practicing another 20 years, and I
like to stay busy,” he says.” I also believe in
being an active part of the community. I’m
looking forward to getting out and meet-
ing people.”

A native of Pensacola, Dr. Matthews
earned his medical degree from the Uni-
versity of Florida College of Medicine in
Gainesville, FL, in 1982 and performed his
internship and residency in Family Medi-
cine at the University of South Alabama
Medical Center in Mobile.  After complet-
ing his residency in 1985, Dr. Matthews
has practiced in the Gulf Breeze commu-
nity.

A member of the medical staff of Gulf
Breeze Hospital, a 65-bed hospital owned
by Baptist Health Care (based in Pensaco-
la), Dr. Matthews served as Chief of Medi-
cine from 1999-2000 and on the hospital’s
executive committee from 1999-2001.
Most recently (in 2008) he served as assis-
tant Chief of Staff, before deciding to join
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

He also has other leadership experi-
ence, serving on the board of trustees and
numerous committees for West Florida
Regional Medical Center in the early
1990s. During his career, he has also served
on hospital committees on cancer, wom-
en’s health, family practice, physician re-
cruitment, physician certification, quality
assurance, health care leadership, pharma-
cy and therapeutics, and others.

 He and his wife Catherine have been
married for 32 years and have three grown
children.

Dr. Richard S. Matthews, Jr.,

Memorial Day Weekend is upon us! Call 526-0782 or email:
highlandseditor@aol.com for advertising rates
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• COACH’S CORNER •

behind Highlands Decorating Center on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)
NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. • Monday by appt. at our
NEW LOCATION

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Pedicures,
Reflexology, Personal Training

• SALONS & SPAS •

Signature Hair Designs for Men & Women

Barbara & Van • 526-0349 • Open Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

225 Spring Street • Highlands

828-526-9477

Images
Unlimited

Salon & Spa

Hair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail CareHair Care ~ Nail Care
Skin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ WaxingSkin Care ~ Waxing

549 Main Street – Upper Level“Falls on Main”

Hours:
Tuesday-Friday • 9-5

Saturday • 9-2 • 526-3939

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

Hair & Skin Salon
435 N. 5th St.  Highlands, NC
526-3742

Make us your hometown stop for:

In Highlands Plaza
You Can Create Your Own Photo Book

Custom Photo Calendars and Greeting Cards • Photo Restoration •
Poster Prints & Enlargements • Film Development & Digital prints

• Video Transfer to DVD (we do this in house)

Hours:
Mon-Fri. 9-5

Saturdays 10-2526-5208

• Photo collage posters and more!

I ran upon an interesting
discussion in an online
forum the other day, and

it was questioning whether
or not Lebron James should
be compared to Michael
Jordan.

This discussion piqued
my curiosity, mainly be-
cause I tend to favor the
historical greatness over
current greatness due to my
historical nature. However,
as I read the case for both players, poured
through the statistics and thought for my-
self, I came to the conclusion that there is
really no comparison for a guy like Leb-
ron James.

Let me be clear on one thing before
delving into some statistics. By stating
that there is no comparison to Lebron, I
am not saying that he is better than Jor-
dan at this stage in his career. Jordan,
Wilt Chamberlain, Bill Russell, Oscar
Robertson and the like are unable to be
compared because they played in differ-
ent eras with different teams and differ-
ent styles.

Wilt was a giant amongst men during
his era…Robertson was the first “big
guard” and these players defined new po-
sitions and were unique to their time pe-
riods.

Russell and Jordan were two of the
greatest winners of all time, and were for-
tunate enough to be surrounded with
great talent that allowed them to win nu-
merous championships.

In looking at Lebron, he certainly has
the athleticism and ability to redefine
“position” in the same way that Cham-
berlain, Magic Johnson and Oscar Rob-
ertson did before him.

At 6’9” and over 260 lbs, James out-
weighs most NFL defensive ends and
plays with a physicality that is un-
matched by other guards around the
league. By the way, think Lebron is sim-
ply a brute who overwhelms people with
size? Not so, as James also has tremen-
dous speed to go along with his size, and
regularly beats all comers in races at Cav-
alier practices.

James is also not simply a scorer, but
he is a terrific and willing passer, and has
averaged 8 assists a game on the year.
James has dominated the playoffs at this
point, and will have a chance to win his
first title at the age of 24.

Speaking of titles, one thing that Leb-
ron will have to have to approach the
standards set by Jordan and Russell is a
better supporting cast.

Whereas Russell had Bob Cousy and
John Havlicek and Jordan had Scottie
Pippen and Horace Grant, James has no

one in that class alongside
him (although Mo Will-
iams has developed into a
reliable second scorer.)

In this era of free
agency and big contracts,
it is inconceivable that
James will be able to have
the type of dynasty that the
Celtics or the Bulls had
during those respective
eras. However, if James
can manage to carve out a

legacy for himself with a title this year, he
may be able to convince a top level free
agent (and himself, for that matter) that
the Cavs can create a Chicago/Boston-
type dynasty that would allow James to
have the same type of success enjoyed by
Michael Jordan.

Regardless of where you stand in the
Lebron/Jordan debate, one thing is clear.
James is playing at a level this postseason
that elevates him into the Jordan strato-
sphere. What will truly define Lebron’s
career is whether or not he can continue
to improve his game with the passion
that Jordan did throughout his years as a
Chicago Bull.

If Lebron continues to grow, his as-
sault on Jordan’s legacy as the G.O.A.T.
will continue to be taken more and more
seriously.

... PARK continued from
page 1

We are all witnesses

•See PARK page 20

ble the existing available area for stormwater
management under the current scenario, said
JP Johns with McGill and Associates.

Town Engineer Lamar Nix recommend-
ed McGill’s plan saying the more water that
could be detained, the more efficient the sys-
tem and the more potential to clean water
on its way to impaired Mill Creek.

However, the Rain Tank system’s im-
mense stormwater capacity it is not designed
to support heavy loads from traffic, or vehi-
cles like firetrucks, oversized RVs or tractor-
trailer trucks and that’s one reason Pine Street
would have to be closed.

But at Wednesday night’s Town Board
meeting, public outcry caused the board to
unanimously vote to table the plan and re-
consider keeping Pine Street intact while uti-
lizing some of the stormwater retention and
water purifying methods proposed under the
current green area, instead.

Under that scenario, the current park
area would offer 8,740 sq. ft. for the under-
ground detention system -- enough to some-
what help the stormwater flooding problem,
said Johns.
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Highlands Little League Teams

Braves
T-Ball Team

(Back Row) Debbie Moss, Ryan Neil,
Brandon Moss, Will Chastain, Nathan
Thompson. (Front Row)  Noah Vroon,
Stephanie Barnes, Cullen Joiner. Not
Pictured: Logan Roddy, Anna Green

Red Sox
T-Ball Team

(Back Row) Drew Rooney, Elijah
Kennedy, Camren Dalton, Jeslyn Head,
Pablo Jimenez. (Front Row)  Daniel
O’Conner, Lawson Shuler. Not Pictured:
Cannon Rooney, Kadence Ramey, Turner
Edgens

Yankees – T-Ball Team

May 14 6pm 7/8 Twins vs Yankees
May 15 6pm 9/10 A’s vs Red Sox

2pm 9/10 Twins vs Blue Jays
2pm 9/10 A’s vs Indians
4pm 11/12 Twins vs Rockies

May 28 6pm 7/8 Twins vs Marlins
May 29 6pm 9/10 A’s vs Dodgers
May 30 10am 7/8 Twins vs Dodgers

12pm 9/10 Twins vs Indians
2pm 11/12 Twins vs Brewers

May 31 2pm 9/10 Twins vs Red Sox
June 4 6pm 9/10 A’s vs Twins
June 6 10am 9/10A’s vs Cardinals

All games are at the Zachary Park on Buck
Creek Road and are subject to change due

to weather.

Highlands Little
League Baseball

Schedule

• The other four Little League team photos
will be in next week’s paper.

(Back Row) John Underwood, Jelehna
McKim, Anne Marie Moore, Elias
McKim, Dillon Schmitt, William
Creswell. (Front Row) Timmy
Bronaugh, George Underwood, Chase
Armundrud, Brent Sleight.
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GRILL NOW OPEN!

... WHAT’S FOR LUNCH? …
• 100% Chargrilled Angus Burgers

• 100% All Beef Qtr.-Pound Hot Dogs
• Grilled Chicken Sandwiches & Salads with Homemade Dressings

•Fresh Idaho Hand-Cut French Fries in 100% Peanut Oil

Serving Seven Days a Week
Limited seating and take away

Never Frozen & Grilled-to-Order at
Mountain Fresh Grocery™ your Everyday-and-Gourmet Grocery

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN IN HIGHLANDS 828.526.2400

Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Monday-Saturdays
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• 400-800
thread count
sheet sets
• Down
alternative
comforters
• Pillows and
MORE!!

Next to Farmers Market on the Main Street side
526-4905

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street  Highlands, NC  828-526-5226

• Gift Cards
• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings Open

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
493 Dillard Road • 526-2762

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

“A Grocery & More!”
Love our homemade
Breakfast Sauage?

Wait until you try our new
Italian Sausage!

Handmade with our own
special blend of seasonings.
Always fresh - Never frozen

Uncompromising Historic Charm
and True Southern Hospitality

Providing warm, friendly service,
Comfortable accommodations
and Serving Classic Southern

Mountain Cuisine

Kelsey Place
Restaurant

and the Historic
Highlands Inn

Reopening May 14 for Lunch

Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 11:30-2:30

Now taking reservations for  parties and
events In the

Newly renovated Sequoyah Room
Highland’s newest and most inviting

banquet space!
828-526-9380

... FURLOUGHS
continued from page 1
istrative staff.

Furthermore, excitement about new
programs and positions in the school system
funded by federal stimulus dollars has dwin-
dled as the state calls for further reductions.

Instead of using its $700,000 in Title I
federal stimulus funds for new facilitator po-
sitions, the board agreed to hold on to the
money – both the $350,000 allocated in April
and the balance $350,000 it is set to receive
in October – in case the state withholds more
funding over the next two years.

Now considered more “stabilization
rather than stimulus funds” the board decid-
ed to concentrate keeping the programs and
teachers now on staff in the system.

“It’s important that we sustain our cur-
rent level of staffing and services,” said Su-
perintendent Dan Brigman. “We need to
spread the money out or we may not be able
to sustain jobs.”

The state has also requested another
fund reversion of $123,000 to be sent back
from non-instructional support, custodial and
clerical services.

“We don’t have that much money left
because that money was already frozen by
the state last month,” said Waldroop. “But
they said since it’s frozen, we can move it
into the reversion fund and send it back.”
She said that way the school system won’t
“feel” the loss.
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• REFLECTIONS FROM TURTLE POND •

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

Open
Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

493 Dillard Road
(828) 526-2762

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

All Year Long!
It’s Dusty’s....

“A Grocery & More!”

Let our “Heat & Serve” items
make your life easier.

Pick up your goodies now!

For a long time the Republican Party has
been devoted to the interests of busi-
ness and the rich. Consistently Republicans

take positions in favor of business owners and
against the interests of the working people; for the
wealthy and against the poor. If you question this,
you only need to look at Republican leaders’ op-
position to the credit card reform legislation cur-
rently moving through Congress.

The Credit Cardholders Bill of Rights would
curb the ability of card issuers to raise interest rates
retroactively and would require them to reduce

hidden fees and penalties. The measure passed
the House with a bipartisan vote of 357 to 70
because Republican members realize they would
have a lot of trouble defending a “no” vote to their
constituencies. This is a rare example of the Re-
publicans breaking ranks with their leadership.

If the Republican Party does
not represent the interests of work-
ing people, why have so many
working-class people voted Repub-
lican in the last 30 years? Several
books have been written by liber-
als trying to answer this question,
including What’s the Matter with
Kansas? and Deer Hunting with
Jesus: Dispatches from America’s
Class War.

Joe Bageant, the author of
Deer Hunting with Jesus (2007),
grew up in a working-class family in a working-
class town in Virginia, and after a few decades on
the West coast returned home, a far-left liberal en-
countering the strangely conservative politics of to-
day’s working class. This book is an attempt by Mr.
Bageant to understand his neighbors’ point of view
and to guide the Democratic Party as to how to
reach these people.

Conservatives have successfully labeled lib-
erals as “elites” out-of-touch with blue-collar work-
ers. Mr. Bageant examines a number of issues,
such as religion and the right to own a gun, about
which liberals seem completely clueless. Last spring,
Barack Obama expressed what many liberals think
when he famously said to a California audience,
“You go into some of these small towns in Pennsyl-
vania, and like a lot of small towns in the Midwest,
the jobs have been gone now for 25 years and
nothing’s replaced them. ..And it’s not surprising
then they get bitter, they cling to guns or religion or
antipathy to people who aren’t like them or anti-
immigrant sentiment or anti-trade sentiment as a
way to explain their frustrations.”

Mr. Bageant is particularly passionate in the
area of guns. He advises the Democratic Party to
understand the important place that guns have in
rural traditions, and that many of the statistics used
to advocate gun control are overblown scare tac-
tics. He cites research that shows that municipalities
that allow concealed weapons have seen a drop in
crime — muggers think twice about attacking some-
one who might have a gun in her purse — and
accidental shootings are rare.

The liberals need to learn more about the
working-class perspective to be able to reach them,
but working people need to wake up to the true
state of this country. Unfortunately, most of these
people have had such a poor education they do
not have the skills to interpret the conflicting political
messages they hear.

Perhaps more than anything else Deer Hunt-
ing for Jesus is a plea for better education. Mr.
Bageant quotes statistics from the National Institute
for Literacy that estimate that about half of all Amer-
ican adults range from minimally literate to function-
ally illiterate. “Of these, 17 to 20 percent can read
just a little. That means they cannot fill out job appli-
cations, understand food labels, or read simple sto-
ries to their children. Another 25 percent can read,
but not well enough to follow five consecutive para-
graphs of text or dense documents such as sales
contracts.”

In other words, these people are unable to

analyze information; instead they
just digest what they hear on TV
or radio. “Functional illiterates can-
not separate the news from an ad-
vertisement or an infomercial.” Or
from propaganda: FOX News is
fair and balanced, right?

Functional illiterates also have
trouble with complexity. They like
their stories simple, without need
for analysis. Good and evil. Right
and wrong. Love it or leave it. Or
as a bumper sticker my husband

saw once said: “The Bible says it. I believe it. That
settles it.” Or as President George W. Bush said, “I
don’t do nuance.”

But life is full of nuance and complexity. For
example, after 9/11 Iran cooperated with the United
States, helping our military target the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan. They were an ally for a brief moment,
then a few months later President Bush labeled
them part of the “axis of evil.” During his administra-
tion U.S. foreign policy was black and white —
you’re either with us or against us — but even
though Iran had worked with us they were labeled
the “enemy.” A more nuanced foreign policy recog-
nizes the complexities of national interests and would
have nurtured the fragile opening that 9/11 had
opened in Iranian-U.S. relations. But this kind of
nuanced policy is more difficult to explain to those
without the intellectual skills to understand the many
conflicting issues involved.

The United States has a strong anti-intellectu-
al strain. A favorite example of mine is the success
of such films as “Dumb and Dumber.” Conserva-
tives have turned this trait to their advantage and
stigmatized liberals as “intellectuals.” As Thomas
Frank writes in What’s Wrong with Kansas?, “The
enemy of the plain people, of good ol’ red-state
America, is intellectuals. They are the haughty lib-
eral elite under whose tyranny ‘Middle America’
suffers.” These liberal elite are the professors at the
universities, reporters and editors at the mainstream
media, and scientists preaching evolution and glo-
bal warming.

Research has shown that education tends to
make people more liberal. People with a high-school
education are much more likely to be conservative
than those with a college degree.

Mr. Bageant asserts that there is a sector of
society who have an interest in maintaining a low
level of education (and not just to keep the workers
voting for conservatives): “The lives and intellectu-
al cultures of these, the hardest-working people,
are not just stunted by the smallness of the society
into which they were born. They are purposefully
held in bondage by a local network of moneyed
families, bankers, developers, lawyers, and busi-
nesspeople in whose interest it is to have a cheap,
unquestioning, and compliant labor force paying
high rents and big medical bills. They invest in de-
veloping such a labor force by not investing (how’s
that for making money out of thin air!) in the educa-
tion and quality of life for anyone but their own.”

• All of Katie Brugger’s columns are available
on her website: www.kathleenbrugger.com

Deer hunting with Jesus
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •

•See EVENTS page 16

On-going Events
• RBC Bank Highlands (225 Franklin Rd) is

selling raffle tickets to win a Weber table portable gas
grill. Tickets are $5 and raffle is limited to 100 tickets
only. Get ‘em while they last! Also selling American
Cancer Society “Fight Like A Girl” shirts in their lobby
at 225 Franklin Rd. Highlands 100% of proceeds
donated to the American Cancer Society.

• Registration is now open for the 2009 summer
nature day camps at the Highlands Nature Center.
Five different camps are offered. Call 828-526-2623
or visit www.wcu.edu/hbs.

• Friends of Panthertown work days, last Thurs-
day of every month (time and location varies). Volun-
teers needed to maintain trails. For more information,
contact Nina Elliott at 828-526-9938 (ext 258).

• Refuge Youth meets every Sun. night at 6:30
p.m. downstairs at Cullasaja Assembly of God. If you
are in grades 6th-12th then this is the place to be! The
church is located at 6201 Highlands Rd. next to Exx-
on. For more info call youth ministers Matt and Can-
dace Woodroof at 828-369-7540 ext 203.

• Yoga at the Rec Park, 7:30 a.m Monday and
Wednesdays.Call 526-4340 for information.

• Yoga in the bottom floor of Jane Woodruff Build-
ing. 10:30 a.m. Thursdays. Call 526-4340.

• NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
of the ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Community
Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-
0365.

• At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal, various exercise classes. Call Jeanette Fisher at
828-526-1FIT.

• “The Circle of Life” support group continues at
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital at the Jane Woodruff
room 201, 10 a.m. until noon. Call Barbara Buchanan

at 526-1402 or Florence Flanagan at 743-2567.
Sundays
• Old-fashioned hymn-sing at the Little Church in

the Wildwood 7-8 p.m. Memorial Day weekend through
Labor Day weekend. For more information call Kay
Ward at 743-5009.

Mon. & Wed.
• Pilates Classes Level 1 of Jane Woodruff at the

hospital at 4 p.m. $10 per class. Call 526-5852.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec

Park, 8-9 a.m. $10 per class or $50 a month.
First Mondays
• Participate in your hospital by joining the Auxil-

iary of the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Auxiliary
meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 10
a.m. at the hospital.

Mondays

• Closed AA meeting, 8 p.m. at the Episcopal
Church at Fifth and Main streets.

• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec Park. $3
per person.

Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the

Highlands Conference Center.
• Weight Watchers meets at the Highlands Civic

Center. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting starts at 6
p.m.

• Closed AA Women’s meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the
Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Wednesdays
• Highlands MountainTop Rotary Club meets at

the Highlands Conference Center at 7:30 a.m.
• Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30

a.m.at First Baptist Church.

Basket-maker Tom Ruffin shows a
customer how it’s done. Tom also
makes beautiful Nantucket baskets.
He and other regional artisans will
be featured at the Village Square Art
& Craft Show in Highlands’ Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park (Pine Street Park)
Memorial Day weekend, May 23 &
24th from 10 to 5.

Arts & Crafts in the
park May 23

• A REVIEW •
Neil Simon’s

‘Rumors’ performed
by HCP

Claire Simpson, as Chris Gorman and
David Spivey as her husband Ken.

The fun thing about community theater
is seeing people you know on stage. Some
are seasoned community theater perform-
ers, others are new to the stage but with care-
ful direction, somehow a plausible play is
produced.

‘Rumors’ now on stage at PAC is a mad-
cap romp involving five couples – four you
actually see on stage and one you don’t.

True to Simon’s style, each couple’s mari-
tal problems with signature modes of com-
munication are enacted. Though sometimes
disturbing and unsettling, remember it is a
comedy and shouldn’t be taken too seriously.

It’s awhile in coming, but the ending of
this mad-cap series of mis-events, is the very
best part. Every character comes on stage to-
ward the end of the second act and that’s
when the whole thing comes together and
some really fun acting takes place.

HCP old-timers Katie Cochran, David
Spivey, and Colin Long as well as new “regu-
lars” Rick Siegel, Marsha Shmalo and Linsey
Wisdom all deliver their parts well and as
expected, while newcomers to the stage, Clair
Simpson, Robin Phillips, Hilton Fuller and
Rich Harrison are a delight in their newfound
abilities.

Due to the required comedic timing, the
depiction of critical couple-relationships and
the back and forth and up and down and in
and out staging necessary to pull this show
off, Director Donna Cochran really had her
hands full.

Rumors continues Friday and Saturday
night at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 p.m. at
the Performing Arts Center.

For those who need a little help hearing
what’s happening on stage, HCP now has 15
amplifiers for use during productions. They
represent at $4,500 investment by the com-
pany and can be picked up in the lobby.

 – Kim Lewicki

Photo by Kim Lewicki
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •
• New Yoga Class 4:30 to 6 pm, Advanced Be-

ginner, All Levels Welcome. Moonrise Yoga Center
464 Carolina Way. For more info call Diane Levine,
526-8579

2nd & 4th Fridays
• Community Drum Circle at the Highlands Rec

Park, from 6-7:30 p.m. For more information call 421-
0551.

Fridays & Saturdays
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, at Falls on Main,

complimentary wine samplings during business hours.
Saturdays

Wednesdays & Fridays
• Open AA meeting at noon at the Episcopal

Church at Fifth and Main streets.
Every Third Wednesday
• Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian Fel-

lowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will be
served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at 6:30
p.m. For more information call 828-524-6777 or 706-
746-9964.

Thursdays
• Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church

on Main and Fifth streets.

HCP’s ‘Rumors’ continues Fri. - Sun.

The Highlands-Cashiers Players try their hand at Neil Simon’s “Rumors” on
stage at the Performing Art Center on Chestnut Street, Thursday-Sunday of
this week and Fri-Sun of next week. Watch for famliar faces and newcomers
to the HCP stage. Due to language and themes, it is appropriate for mature
audience only. For ticket information call the box office at 828-526-8084 or
visit online at www.highlandscashiersplayers.org.

Sacred concert at First Presbyterian

WCU and First Presbyterian Church of Highlands will co-sponsor a faculty
showcase concert at 4 p.m., Sunday, May 17 in the sancutary. The public is
invited to attend this free concert that will last about an hour.

Following last Thursday’s opening performance of the Highlands Cashiers Players’
production of “Rumors” theater goers enjoyed a reception catered by Wolfgang’s. In
between bites, audience members were heard to comment: “Everybody did such a
good job!...Colin was terrific! Has he studied professionally?…Wasn’t the show
hilarious?… I hear Clair hasn’t been on stage since high school. She was wonderful - so
poised and expressive …I’ve never laughed so much!... I just loved seeing Katie and
Marsha on stage. They always do a good job. And they always look mighty fine too…Are
Robin and Hilton new? They were funny! Did you notice those expressions on Robin’s
face? Priceless!...And he has a beautiful voice…I’ve never seen that guy who played the
police officer before, but he’s good...really knows what he’s doing. I think his name is
Rich. Linsey was good as the other officer too, wasn’t she? Did you check out the looks
on her face when she listened to that wild tale at the end? Really cracked me up!...And
Rick, oh my goodness, how funny was he? He deserved that standing ovation at the end,
didn’t he?...David’s always been one of my favorite performers, but I didn’t realize he
was such a good comedian. I chuckle every time I think of the way he said :”Hah-vad
Law School”. And what about those blank expressions when he couldn’t hear what was
happening!? Hilarious!...I was laughing so hard I didn’t think of the economy even
once…. I’m going to try to see it again.”

Are these comments true, or are they just rumors being spread around town? To
determine for yourself, get tickets for one of the remaining performances, May 14-17.
Evening performances begin at 7:30 and the Sunday matinee begins at 2:30. Tickets
may be obtained at the HCP box office: 828.526.8084. Performing Arts Center, 507
Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC Because of language and content, this Neil Simon play
is for mature audiences only. 

Rumors abound

• At Highlands Wine & Cheese, Falls on Main,
Wine Flights from 4-6:30 p.m. Five wines, artisan chees-
es and specialty foods. $19 per person.

Fri.-Sun., May 14-17
• “Rumors”at the PAC. Due to language and

themes, it is appropriate for mature audience only. For
tickets, call the box office at 828-526-8084 or visit on-
line at www.highlandscashiersplayers.org.

Thursday, May 14
• Nick’s Fine Foods is hosting a dinner at 6 p.m.

to benefit The Bosnian Community Farm Initiative which
is helping to rebuild lives in war-torn Bosnia. Tickets
will be $50 per plate, and as always, Nick’s will pro-
vide a choice of delicious entrees accompaniments.
Non-alcoholic beverages are included, and a cash
bar will be available. For more information, please
contact Patty or Dori at 526-2706.

• Paul Carlson, Eexecutive Director of the Fran-
klin-based Land Trust for the Little Tennessee (LTLT),
will speak about the past decade of accomplishments
of LTLT and the Land Trust’s strategic planning as it
enters it second decade of service to Macon and sur-
rounding counties. The program is sponsored by the
League of Women Voters of Macon County and will be
held at Tartan Hall of the First Presbyterian Church in
Franklin. Lunch is available at noon, by reservation.
Call 524-5192 or email maethlarry@aol.com. The
program will begin at 12:15. The public is invited.

• Highlands School final PTO meeting of the year
next is at 6 p.m. in the old gym.

Friday, May 15
• The public is invited to attend the dedication of

Harris Lake Park to the Edwards Family is Friday at 4
p.m. Mayor Don Mullen will also unveil the portal to the
entrance of the park at the corner of Smallwood and
5th Street.  Refreshments will be served and music to
be provided by bagpiper, Jean Hayes of Franklin.

• High Mountain Squares will dance this Friday
nightat the Macon County Community Building on route
441 from 7-9:00 p.m. Clyde Couch from Cassvile, GA
will be the caller. We dance Western Style Square
Dancing, main/stream and plus levels. Everyone is
welcome. For information call 828-349-0905, 828-
349-4187, 706-782-0943.

Saturday, May 16
• 2009 Relay for Life kicks off at Helen’s Barn

parking lot at 8 a.m. Clogging, door prizes, a hearty
breakfast, and more will officially jump start this year’s
efforts to raise money for the fight against cancer.
Fressers Owner/Chef Debbie Grossman will be
cooking French toast, scrambled eggs, sausage patties,
grits, home fries, biscuits, sausage gravy, orange juice,
and hot chocolate or coffee. Breakfast is free, but
donations to Relay are requested. Opening remarks,
music, the clogging will follow, beginning about 9 a.m.
A whole host of door and raffle prizes will be given
away, including a rod and reel, children’s rod and
reels, an afghan, wine, a polo shirt/visor combo, and
a dozen other items. Signal Ridge Marina, J. Lohr
Wines and the American Cancer Society are kicking in
many of raffle and door prizes, but more items from
other area merchants are still coming in. While anyone
participating or heading up a Relay teams is especially
encouraged to attend, everyone is welcome.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 2.5 mile
strenuous hike, that is more a climb than a hike, along
the south face of Whiteside Mtn. for awesome views of
the cove below and spectacular rock formations above.
Call Leader Jim Whitehurst, 526-8134, for reserva-
tions. Visitors are welcome but no pets please.

• The next Highlands Plateau Greenway work
trip at 10 a.m. will continue side hill trail work on the
lower portion of the new loop. If you are interested in
participating please register with Hillrie Quin at 526-
2385 or hmquin@verizon.net.  Meet at the large park-
ing lot behind the Rec Park at 10 a.m. for a brief
orientation session and then walk to the trail sections
for construction. Participants will be furnished the nec-
essary tools and safety equipment.  Participants should
bring water, lunch, rain gear, a day pack to hold ev-
erything.  Boots and clothes that can get dirty are
advised.  Please let us know how we can make these
trips better for you.

Sunday, May 17
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 3-mile

easy hike on an old railroad bed and woodland trail in
Terrora Park at Tallulah Falls in GA. Call Kay Coriell at
369- 6820 for reservations.
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Monday, May 18
• The Mirror Lake Improvement Association will

meet at 6 p.m. at the Highlands Civic Center.
Wednesday, May 20
• An American Red Cross Adult and Child CPR/

AED plus Infant CPR course will be conducted by the
Macon County Public Health Center. The course will
be held on Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 pm at the
Macon County Public Health Center at 1830 Lakeside
Drive. Participants must pre-register and pre-pay at
the Macon County Public Health Center before Mon-
day, May 18. Call Jennifer at 349-2439.

Thursday, May 21

• The movie, “Flash of Genius,” is based on the
true story of a California professor and part-time in-
ventor’s long battle with the US automobile industry
which he believed stole his idea for the intermittent
windshield wiper. The film stars Greg Kinnear and
Lauren Graham at 3 p. m. in the Cashiers library. The
movies and popcorn are free, but donations are ap-
preciated.

• Macon County Democratic Women will have a
bake sale in front of the Macon County Courthouse
beginning at 9 a.m. Anyone wishing to donate a baked
item, please have it there by 8 a.m. or as early as
possible.

Ruby Cinema
Hwy. 441, Franklin, NC

524-3076

May 23May 23May 23May 23May 23
2 to 4 pm
Jack RiggsJack RiggsJack RiggsJack RiggsJack Riggs

The Fireman’s Wife
June 9June 9June 9June 9June 9
1-3 p.m.

Matthew EberzMatthew EberzMatthew EberzMatthew EberzMatthew Eberz
Honor for Sale

June 24June 24June 24June 24June 24
1-3 p.m.

Mary Kay AndrewsMary Kay AndrewsMary Kay AndrewsMary Kay AndrewsMary Kay Andrews
The Fixer Upper

TBATBATBATBATBA
Cassandra KingCassandra KingCassandra KingCassandra KingCassandra King

(untitled - Set in Highlands)

Upcoming Book Signings
526-5488 • Main Street

e-mail: cyranos@nctv.com

• UPCOMING EVENTS •

Gary Carden

Sheila Kay Adams

Storytellers coming
to PAC May 15-21

ANGELS & DEMONS
rated PG-13

Mon - Friday: (4:30), 7:10, 9:30
Sat & Sun:  (2:10), (4:30), 7:10, 9:30

STAR TREK
rated PG-13

Mon - Friday: (4:20), 7, 9:20
Sat & Sun:  (2), (4:20), 7, 9:20

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE
rated PG-13

Mon - Friday: (4:20), 7:10, 9:20
Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:20), 7:10, 9:20

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST
rated PG-13

Mon - Fri: (4:15), 7:15, 9:15
Sat & Sun: (2:15), (4:15), 7:15, 9:15

TERMINATOR: SALVATION
rated PG-13

Starts Thursday May 21
Thurs: (4:30), 7, 9:30

The Martin-Lipscomb Performing
Arts Center announces a series of story-
telling programs, starting with humor-
ous folklorist Gary Carden. Carden will
share the stage with Sheila Kay Adams on
May 23.

On June 11, Elizabeth Westall will be
featured in a one-woman show, “Nance
Dude,” which was written by Gary
Carden. June 20 Marilyn McMinn Mc-
Creadie and Lloyd Arneach will present
“Traditional Appalachian and Cherokee
Legends.”

On July 2 naturalist and humorist
Doug Elliott will be featured in a program
titled “Woodslore and Wildwoods Wis-
dom.” And finally on September 17, Mar-
vin Cole who looks enough like Mark
Twain to be his brother will present “Riv-
er Dinner with Mark Twain.”

All the storytelling events will begin
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are available now at
$15 each for any of the programs. Tickets
may be charged by phone at 526-9047, or
may be bought online at
www.highlandsperformingartscenter.org.
Hearing assistance is available at each
event on a first-come, first-served basis.

Exquisite fare by 12 local chefs will be a signature part of the Collective Spirits wine
festival, with all food designed to complement the more than 100 domestic and
international wines being poured.

Held Friday and Saturday, May 29 and 30, Collective Spirits is the first event at The
Bascom’s stunning new six-acre campus, and all proceeds raise money for the nonprofit
visual arts center.

A two-day event, Collective Spirits includes on Friday night a grand wine tasting,
grazing dinner, silent auction, live instrumental music and wine raffle, and on Saturday
night a gala seated dinner, followed by a live auction of exceptional wines and special
wine-related items.

Chefs participating in the Friday night grazing dinner include Nicholas Figel, Cyprus;
Matt Thole, Highlands Smokehouse; Holly Roberts, The Kitchen CarryAway & Catering;
Marty Rosenfield, Lakeside Restaurant; Matt Thole, Log Cabin Restaurant; Johannes
Klapdohr, Madison’s Restaurant; Dusty Cope, Inn at Millstone; Rob McCarthy, Oak Street
Café; Andrew Figel, …on the Verandah; Tim Lundy, Rosewood Market; Mitch Sheppard,
Ruka’s Table; and Wolfgang Green, Wolfgang’s Restaurant & Wine Bistro.

For the Saturday evening Wine Gala, Tim Lundy and his staff from Distinctive
Design Events and Rosewood Market will provide gourmet fare for a seated dinner on
The Bascom’s new terrace. A live auction conducted by Atlanta’s Jim Landon will follow.

“Between the delicious food and the eclectic collection of fine wines, Collective
Spirits is sure to be a feast of the senses in every way,” said Donna Woods, The Bascom’s
events director. “Please come, support the local chefs, enjoy the wine and know your
celebration is helping The Bascom.”

Tickets for the wine festival are on sale now at www.collectivespirits.com or (828)
526-4949. Prices start at $100.

Bank of New York-Mellon is the presenting sponsor. Old Edwards Inn & Spa is the
premier hospitality sponsor. Other corporate sponsors are First Citizens Bank, Harry
Norman Realtors/Pat Allen and Bert Mobley, brokers; Highlands Wine & Cheese Shop;
The Laurel magazine; and WNC magazine. Highlands Wine & Cheese Shop is the official
wine retailer of the event.

Collective Spirits a true feast for the
senses with food by 12 local chefs
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HELP WANTED

NAIL TECH NEEDED – part-time or full time, for a
very busy upscale salon in Highlands, NC. References
needed. Please call Tracy at 828-787-2343. 5/21

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY in Highlands is
hiring for a full time grill position in our new open kitchen.
Must have previous experience. Email jobs@MGro.com
or call 828.526.2400

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY in Highlands is
hiring for a full time position in our produce department.  Must
be able to lift 40 to 50 pound crates. Email jobs@MGro.com
or call 828.526.2400

WAITERS, WAITRESSES, COUNTER, COOKS,
DISHWASHERS. Apply in person at Sweetreats from 2-4
p.m. Call 526-9822. (st. 5/7)

HOUSEKEEPER: Happy person who loves clean
homes needed in Sapphire Valley once per week May
through October. 561 706-7555. 4/30

HIRING FOR TWO NEW RESTAURANTS – Back
of the house and front of the house needed. Call 526-3380 or
342-5174.

RN NEEDED FOR UPSCALE RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY. 8 hours per week. Apply at Chestnut Hill,

• CLASSIFIEDS •$5 for 20 words weekly $2. for each add’l. 10 words

64 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC. Or email your resume
to dotty.guenther@gmail.com. Drug screening and back-
ground check. EOE.

THE TOWN OF HIGHLANDS IS SEEKING A
PART-TIME IT PROFESSIONAL (16-24 hrs/week). This
person should have knowledge of a server/client environ-
ment and a background in web design and programming,
particularly in .html and .asp. For information about this posi-
tion, direct inquires to Matt Shuler at the Highlands Town
Office (828) 526-2118.

RNs at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and Fidelia Eck-
erd Living Center. Full, Part-time and PRN positions avail-
able for 12 hour day and night shifts. Excellent wage scale,
with shift and weekend differentials. Full benefits, or the
option to opt out of benefits for an increase in pay, available
after 30 days of full-time employment. We are now offering
part- time employees, working at least 24 hours a week,
medical insurance. Pre-employment screening required. Call
Human Resources at 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II at Fidelia Eckerd Living Center.
PRN positions are available. Our wage scale is $11.00 to
$14.40 per hour, and you also receive shift and weekend
differentials. Pre-employment substance screening. Call
Human Resources, 828-526-1301 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org.

LOST  & FOUND

LOST – A MALE BLACK Cat, Keesa, lost in vicinity
of Mt. Lori and N. Cobb. Wearing a hot pink rubber flea collar.
Please call Tanya at 828-301-3690, 526-1706 or cell: 828-
301-3696.

FOUND:  POOL CUE. Call 404/237-4333

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE

ADORABLE HIGHLANDS COTTAGE — 2/2, totally
remodeled, one car garage, community lake, and lots of
outdoor living space! Call now for more details: 1-800-526-
1648 ext. 1218, Green Mountain Realty Group. 5/28

SPACIOUS 3/2 ON .83+/- ACRE, stone fireplace,
impeccably kept, new granite counter tops! $339,000 Call
now for more details: 1-800-526-1648 ext. 1398, Green

Mountain Realty Group. 5/28
CUSTOM HOME WITH LAKE — 3/2 on 1.34+/-

acres, master suite on main level, covered front and back
porches, lake with dock on property! $549,000 Call now for
more details: 1-800-526-1648 ext. 1208, Green Mountain
Realty Group. 5/28

LOT #2 RIVER RIDGE DEVELOPMENT – water &
house site already in. Fish Trout Creek or Tuck. $14,900.
Call Carolina Realty at 828-586-0293. 5/7

3-BEDROOM, 2 1/2 BATH. New paint inside and
out. New carpet. Below Appraisal. $199,000. Cashiers Area.
Call 743-1107 or 371-1609. 4/30

44.76+/- ACRES $189,000 BANK FORECLO-
SURE Tuckaseegee Riverfront Ridge Top Views MLS
#67408 Marty Jones Realty BRIAN RENFRO, REAL-
TOR 828-226-0118.

TRILLIUM BEST BUY BIG VIEW HOME SITE
Great Building Site $189,000 MLS #67480 Marty Jones
Realty BRIAN RENFRO, REALTOR 828-226-0118

GOOD HOUSE FOR $139,500 – 3 bed, 2 bath, high

elevation, pond. Call Ann at Cabe Realty 828-526-2475.
FOR SALE BY OWNER – 535 N. 4th Street. Zoned

Commercial. $389,000. Currently rented at $2,500 a month.
Call 770-827-0450. (st. 2/19)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

GARAGE APT. FULLY FURNISHED IN LAUREL
FALLS – close to hospital and downtown. $475 a month
plus utilities. Call 828-767-2423. Available June 15. (st. 5/7)

HOUSE FOR RENT – Scaly Mountain, 2-bed, 2bath
cabin rent is $800. Call 423-715-7757. (6/4)

APT. FOR RENT – 1 bed, 1 bath, furnished. 1 1/2
miles from town. $750 per month, includes utilities, satellite
TV, W/D, Available June 1. Call 526-4598 or 526-3612. (st.
5/7)

ONE BEDROOM GARAGE APARTMENT – Walk
to Town. sparesly furnished, year round for responsible
singe or couple. $550 plus untilities. 526-5558.

APARTMENT FOR RENT partly furnished, 1BR/
ba, 6 mi. from Highlands NO dogs, NO smoking, $425/mo
includes power/water, negotiable rent 828-787-1515.

TURTLE POND – 3 bd 21/2 bth, hot tub, furnished,
no smoking/pets, $1,300 + util 828-526 2759
marbago@hughes.net (st. 5/7)

YEAR-ROUND RENTAL HOUSE AVAILABLE
ABOUT A MILE FROM MAIN STREET. One bedroom,
one and a half baths, furnished or unfurnished. Includes
washer and dryer, hardwood floors, vaulted wood ceilings,
nice sunny deck with mountain and pond views, private. No
smoking or pets. Rate negotiable but first, last and security
deposit required. (828) 421-7922.  (St. 5/7)

PATIO APARTMENT – Furnished, Queen Bedroom,
all utilities except phone. $650 a month. First & last month’s
rent for at least a 5-month lease. Call 828-526-2679.

HOUSE FOR RENT ON MIRROR LAKE – 3 bed/3
ba, with w/d, central h/a, deck. $1,100 per month plus
utilities. Security deposit required, yearly lease, no smoking.
828-526-4073.

IN-TOWN HIGHLANDS, MIRROR LAKE AREA,
2Br/2Ba House, W/D, hardwood floors, deck. No smoking,
$750/mo, available immediately. Green Mountain Realty
Group 828-526-9523.

TWO-STORY APARTMENT FOR RENT — (3

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@verizon.net

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Runaround
Sue

Pet Sitting
• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@verizon.net

FIREWOOD
(Dry Hardwood)

for SALE.
Priced to SELL!

Call 526-4946 or 200-0268

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•$17 weekly $17 weekly

August Produce
Now Open for the Season!

Locally grown fruits and vegetables

Franklin Road across from the Highlands Smokehouse
526-5933

Open Daily 10-6

Completely furnished for only $499K.
Call 800-335-9215 and view pics at:

www.HighlandsRentals.net/
StonesThrowPics.

Adorable 2/2 Joe Webb log
cabin only a stone’s throw

from Mirror Lake.

5/28

NEW POLICY
One FREE Classified Ad for

ONE item less than $500
(Not animals, no commercial biz).
ONE AD PER FAMILY otherwise:

20 words for $5; $2 for each
10-word increment.

Email copy to:
highlandseditor@aol.com

or FAX to 1-866-212-8913
Send check to:

Highlands’ Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
a month, 1,000 sq. ft. 535 N. 4th Street. Call 770-827-0450.
7/9

RENTAL SPACE IN WRIGHT SQUARE – Half a
building or two floors of one building. Call Harold Brammer.
828-526-5673. st. 4/16

2,300+/-SQ. FT. OF OFFICE/RETAIL AVAILABLE
for lease or rent to own. Excellent visibility! Location is 2271
Dillard Road. Asking $1,250 per month. 526-8953.

VACATION RENTAL

ADORABLE CABIN FOR TWO – Four blocks from
town on Chestnut Street. $80 per night. Available beginning
June 5. Call 828-526-9375. 5/28

RESTORED FARMHOUSE ON SHORTOFF
ROAD.— 2 bedrooms, 2 baths in a country setting. Well
furnished with a large screened porch. See details and
pictures at www.homeaway.com #23644 $800 per week.
(912) 354-6917.

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB – Sorry, golf and
club priviledges not available. $2,495 a week. Call 912-
230-7202.

THE LODGE ON MIRROR LAKE – Fish or canoe
from deck. Available weekly, monthly, No min. Call 828-
342-2302.

ITEMS FOR SALE

36-INCH BATHROOM VANITY – Brand New.
Never Installed. White Cultured Marble Top, Bottom Black/
Brown, Cabinet with 2 drawers. Paid $325.  Asking $150.
Call 526-0782.

RECLAIMED, ECO-FRIENDLY BUILDING
MATERIALS AND FLOORING: Hand hewn beams,
siding, and flooring. All from dismantled early American
buildings; beautiful, high quality and recycled! Available in
truckloads or smaller quantities. www.jcwoodworking.info
or 267-404-2214. 5/28

BEAUTIFUL, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
OAK FLOORING. Character grade wormy white oak cut
from dead stands. Widths from 5-12", lengths 8-14 ft. Incredible
character. 267-404-2214 or www.jcwoodworking.info. 5/28

HUSQUARNA RANCHER 55 CHAIN SAW.
Excellent Condition. $230. Call 787-2124 or 200-1250.

minutes from Highlands/Cashiers Hospital). Recent Reno-
vation. Fully Furnished. 2 bedrooms/2 baths.3 extra-large
closets. kitchen with dishwasher and new JennAire cook
stove, dining area, living room, native stone fireplace, wash-
er/dryer, cable and telephone connection. $875 monthly.
Includes water, sewer, electricity, heat. Single
family.References required. No pets. No smoking, Call Jim
at 1-770-789-2489

APARTMENT FOR RENT – 1 bed, 1 bath,living
area, kitchen and utility room. $650/month. $300 security
deposit. First and last month rent. Rent includes utilities,
(electric, water, heat, local phone) One year lease. Prefer
non-smoker. No pets. Unfurnished. Good for 1-2 people.
Call 526-9494.

FOR RENT AND SALE – 2/2 condo, LR, DR, Sun
room, W/D. Walk to town. Available year round. Call 828-
421-2144

HOUSE FOR RENT, YEAR-ROUND, walk to town.
3/3, oil heat, hardwood floors, small pets ok. $1,275 includes
electric. 526-5558.

1 BED, 1 BATH and small room with bunk beds on
Lake Sequoyah. Furnished, two boats. $800 a month includ-
ing utilities except phone. No pets, no smoking.Call Tony at
828-332-7830.

SAPPHIRE NC – 2 Story 3Bed/3 Bath, Yr round
views, 2 decks, remodeled, Furnished, 2 car garage. Avail-
able yearly or seasonal. 561-626-9556

FURNISHED 3BD2BATH HOUSE IN MIRROR
LAKE area available for 6-12 month lease $1200+ utilities.
Call 770-977-5692.

3BR, 2BA COTTAGE NEAR MIRROR LAKE – In
town. $1,250 per month. Very clean. 770-977-5692.

ON MIRROR LAKE – Charming 3 bed, 2 bath. Huge
sunroom, stone fireplace, 3 decks, canoe, furnished. Avail-
able Nov-May. $1,500 a month plus utilities. Call 770-435-
0678.

COTTAGE FOR RENT – 1BR, 1BA in town @
Chestnut Cottages. Private, screen porch, Heat/AC, FP,
extra sleeping loft, furnished or unfurnished. 6 month lease -
$750. monthly plus utilities. Call 526-1684.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

NEWLY REMODELED RETAIL, OFFICE – $1,400

526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

Highlands Automotive
“From engine drivetrain chassis repair to oil

change and brakes, we do it all!”

415 Holt Road • Highlands

Sam Jenkins Brooks thomas

828-526-8464

A New Kind of  Home Service
Expert cleaning and home care

by someone who pays clear attention to details.

DETDETDETDETDETAILSAILSAILSAILSAILS

Private homes and vacation rentals. White-glove service, organic
products, and demonstrations upon request. If you’ve entrusted

the care of your Highlands home to someone in the past and
been in any way disappointed, please contact me for a
consultation. Highlands resident. References available.

Visit www.details-clean.com or call (828) 342-8853.

TWO PIECE CHINA DISPLAY CABINET/
BUFFET — bottom and top scrolled, inset lighting, glass
shelves, ornate brass handles, beveled glass door. Must
see. $800 OBO. Call 828-369-9212, or 828-349-2409.

4”X6” OAK TIMBERS Lengths 12’-30’ $10 per foot.
Delivery available. Call Joey at 828-734-0101

6X12 ENCLOSED TRAILER - Haulmark Transport
DLX . White, 3 doors, transport package, never on highway,
like new. $2000.  828-526-0974. 5/21.

ANTIQUE 8 AIR CYLINDER MUSIC BOX — ca
1880s mahogany & rosewood marquetry - good condition -
PLAYS. Serious buyers/collectors only call 828-787-1515

ORVIS FLYFISHING COMBO - Battenkill bbs III 5/
7 reel and Clearwater mid 5 wt 7’9" rod. One year old but
NEVER used. Orvis Padded reel case and rod tube/bag
included. $200. 828-399-9427.

BRAND-NEW, NEVER WORN, WEDDING DRESS
AND VEIL. Beautiful; ivory with beading at waist and scoop
neck. Size 6. Price tags: dress $640 and veil $265. Make
offer. Please call 828-526-5733 or 601-316 3147.

NORDICTRACK SUMMIT 4500 TREADMILL.
Excellent condition. Has incline and preset workouts. $550.
Instruction Manual Included. 526-9107.

16" FISHING BOAT NEW with Trolling
motor,Charger,New Bat. }Untippable , $1000 OBO Call
828-200-0701

BOAT, ENGINE, TRAILER – Great for fishing. Needs
some work.$600.Call 828-200-0701

WOODBURNING FIREPLACE INSERT – Strong
and sturdy, 30 inches wide, 29 inches deep and 67 inches
high. $175. Call 526-5749.

HONEY FOR SALE – Blue Valley honey, perfect
amber color, 3/4 lb. bears, $5 each. work in town. Call
Bruce at 526-9021.

GE PROFILE WHITE COUNTERTOP GAS
RANGE WITH DOWNDRAFT. Like new. $185 Call 787-
2232.

KOLCRAFT JEEP WAGONEER TANDEM DOU-
BLE STROLLER. Used rarely. Basically brand new. $100
or OBO. Call 526-2536.

125-GALLON ALL-GLASS AQUARIUM - over 6
feet in length, was a salt-water shark-only tank. Comes with
Ehiem Pro series-2 external canister filter, and optional ma-
hogany base. Will settle for $500; base, extras and help

515 Wyanoak Drive • Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268

tinarogers@nctv.com

Michael David Rogers
Native grown trees and plants

Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance

WAYAH Insurance Group
Auto- Business- Home- Life- Health

526-3713
800-333-5188

www.wayah.com
Professional • Local

Great Service • Great Prices 2/5

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•$17 weekly $17 weekly

•See CLASSIFIEDS page 20

ClassiC Painting
Interior • Exterior• Staining • Ceilings

Pressure Washing • Deck Care
Ceilings • Dry Wall Repair

New Construction
Residential or Commercial

Licensed & Insured
For free estimate call: 828-421-4987

moving it are optional but free. Call cell 828-342-2809
DRY, HARDWOOD, FIREWOOD – Priced to Sell!

Call 828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268.
SMALL EMERALD AND GOLD RING. Originally

$300 Asking $175. 828-631-2675 after 5 p.m.
BABY LOCK SERGER MACHINE with extra spools

of thread. $200.  828-631-2675 after 5 p.m. Sylva area.
3-PIECE BEDROOM SET – Oak veneer. one dress-

er, one desk, one chest. $300. Call 526-5772.
STONE AVAILABLE – Assorted. 14 pallets. $200

per pallet. Call 526-9532
MARTIN-C-1740 UNVENTED GAS HEATER – with

oxygen depleting sensing system. BTU 40,000. H. 14 24 3/
4 W. 25” D. 13”. Fan blower-model B35. $125. Call 526-
5640.

ANTIQUE WOODEN ROCKING CHAIR FROM
LATE 1800’S. Fully refinished. $100. Call 369-5863.

AVON CAPE COD RED GLASS – 8 piece place
setting. 64 pieces. $385. Also, accessory pieces available.
Call 828-524-3614.

DESK (LARGE) WITH MATCHING CREDENZA,
oak, leather chair. $850. Call 743-6869.

GOLF CLUBS CLASSIC – SET OF MacGregor
Tourney 9 irons (2-9 P.W.) 1980. Persimmon Drivers, new.
$50. Used $25. Also miscellaneous items cheap. Call 706-
746-3046. (Sky Valley).

4 SOLID OAK, LADDERBACK dining room chairs
with woven seats. $400 for set. Call 526-3048.

5-PC BEDROOM SET C.1920 Bed/Chest of Draw-
ers/Vanity-stlye Dresser/Stool/Mirror. Rosewood
inlay.Original brass hardware. Good condition. $995. 828-
200-1160 or highlandsnative@yahoo.com

CRAFTSMAN 10" RADIAL ARM SAW WITH
STAND. Old but used very little. Excellent working condi-
tion. $150. 828/787-2177.

COLONIAL GLASS – set of 12 Sherbet Goblets,
and dessert plates. $35. Call 526-4063.

WATER PURIFYING CHLORINATOR PUMP with
large heavy duty plastic holding tank. Was $75. Now $50.
Call Randy at 828-488-2193.

TWO ELECTRIC WATER COOLERS for sale. Ap-
proximately 38" tall x 12" square. Put bottled water on top.
$50 each. OBO. Call 526-3262
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• SERVICE DIRECTORY•$17 weekly $17 weekly

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled

Self Storage
• Units Available •

Highlands Storage Village
828-526-4555

828-369-7696 OR 828-371-1691

Nails – Tanning
Spray Tans

The only tanning salon serving
Highlands and Cashiers!

Mon,-Sat, – 10 to 6
Walk-ins Welcome

Manager Jenna Schmitt, Nail
Technician

616 Pierson Drive
Highlands • 526-8266

FREE BRICK FRONT FOR BUILT-IN FIREPLACE.
W-68",H-52" Call:828-349-3320

LENOX SPICE JARS, full set mint condition, original
price $45 each. Also jewelry call 369-0498. 7-9 p.m.

THREE “HOUSE OF DENMARK” BOOKCASES
– walnut, 3’ x 6’, containing TV, tape player, turn table, radio/
CD. Sold as an entertainment unit including 2 Advent speak-
ers. $550. Call 526-9273.

MISC. ITEMS – Various proof coin sets, old 78 LP,
Old Walt Disney movies (never opened); Girls’ bicycle;

Collectible Basketball Cards (never opened). Call 526-9123.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2003 HONDA MOTORCYCLE WITH EXTRAS –
Low Mileage, excellent condition. Priced below Kellys Blue
Book. email: kd4uk@verizon.net. 5/21

1994 PORSCHE 911 CAB – 57-K. White on Tan.
Excellent condition. $21K. Call 770-827-0450. 7/9

SERVICES

DEPENDABLE LOVING PET SITTER – for all
types of pets! Houseitting and landscapping services also
available. Call 443-315-9547.

RON’S HYDRO-SEEDING – Small Job Specilist.
Call 828-524-3976. 4/23

MILT’S LAWN SERVICE – lawn mowing & weed
eating, yard cleaning & light hauling. Call Milton at 828-421-
7919 or Bill at 828-524-8659. 5/21

24-HOUR CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE – 16
years experience. Will travel to accommodate. $2,800 month-
ly, negotiable. Call Clare Myers 828-349-3479 or 828-342-
1603.5/28

HANDYMAN SPECIAL – Repairs and Remodeling,
Electrical and Plumbing, Carpentry and more. Low prices.
For free estimate call 828-342-7864.

RELIABLE CHILD CARE IN MY HOME – Minutes
from Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Daily/Weekly. 12 years
experience, referemces and Early Childhood credentials.
$5 per hour for first child, $10 a day for second sibling. Call
743-2672.

LANDSCAPE CLEANUP – leafs, gutters and more.
Call Juan at 200-9249 or 526-8525.

FIREWOOD “Nature Dried” Call 526-2251.
HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL HEMLOCK WOOLLY

ADELGID TREATMENT & FERTILIZATION – Great
Results by J&J Lawn and Landscaping services. NC Li-
censed Applicator, Highlands, NC 828-526-2251.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES –
total lawn care and landscaping company. 20 years serving
Highlands area. 828-526-2251.

• CLASSIFIEDS •

James “Popcorn” Manley
Owner/Operator

Hwy 28 South
526-9805

Manley’s
Auto & Towing

• Oil change
• Winterization

• Tune up
• Brakes
• Tires

... PARK continued from page 11
About 45 people turned out to discuss

the proposed plan -- with the majority of peo-
ple opposed to the idea.

Most everyone spoke about the impor-
tance of keeping Pine Street intact as a bypass
to Main Street and for its parking which is
sorely needed by employees and potential
clients.

“You’ve spent thousands of dollars to fig-
ure out how to deal with parking and now
you want to turn around and do away with
45 parking spaces,” said Ashley Walker. “It
just doesn’t make any sense.”

Sharon Anderson agreed. “For five or six
years the town has had a “parking war” be-
cause of parking problems so it boggles my
mind that you would get rid of Pine Street
parking,” she said.

Arthur Paoletti said the idea of routing
traffic down Oak Street wasn’t feasible at all.
“You already have a problem on Oak Street.
It’s an amazing mess,” he said.

If Pine Street were relocated to the west-
ern side of the park along the backside of the
Village Square shops as suggested prior to this
final design – the current paved area could be
reclaimed for the park but the available un-
derground area for retention would only be
7,036 sq. feet.

Several items bothered park-area busi-
nesses and citizens who say they weren’t con-
sidered or included in recent discussions
about the park.

“It really ticks me off that you didn’t both-
er to contact us,” said Cynthia Strain build-
ing and business owner in Village Square.
“You say this new system can’t support vehi-
cles which will make unloading  for the craft
shows I’m involved with difficult as well as
erecting event tents.”

Town Manager Jim Fatland admits that
the new park scenario would eliminate park-
ing spaces in the Fifth, Fourth, and Pine Street

vicinity but according to the Wilbur Smith
Parking Study completed last year, the avail-
able spaces in the vicinity were under-uti-
lized during the peak tourist season of 2008.

Currently, on Pine Street there are 49
angled spots; and on Fifth Street, 4 parallel
parking spots for a total of 53 park-vicinity
spots.

According to the parking study of spaces
near the park on Pine, Fifth and Fourth streets
which were used during the 2008 tourist sea-
son – a total for 124 spaces – 78 spaces were
vacant between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m.; 42 were
vacant between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. and 49
were vacant between 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

When the proposed scenario was com-
pared to that study including the elimina-
tion of 35 spaces between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m.
there would be 48 vacant spots; between 1
p.m. and 2 p.m. there would be 7 vacant spots
and between 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. there
would be 14 vacant spots.

“I don’t know who did the parking study,
but I’ve watched from my kitchen window
in Village Square when every parking space
on Pine Street is taken on Sunday mornings
and every afternoon UPS trucks on load there.
RV owners pull in and unhook their cars.
The street is used all day everyday so your
survey is just wrong,” said Gale Knorr.

Father Dean Cesa of Our Lady of the
Mountain Catholic Church said his church
relies heavily on Pine Street parking and is
sure Sunday morning parking needs weren’t
included in the parking survey. “We don’t
have enough parking now, so losing Pine
Street parking will make things even worse,”
he said.

Even the real reason for closing Pine
Street was questioned. “Is it already an as-
sumption that Pine Street will be closed? I
mean is it a foregone conclusion that this
needs to be done for drainage or is it just an
excuse to close the street for a park?” asked
David Wilkes.

Chuck Cooper suggested making better
use of the Rec Park’s 30 acres rather than
using only four acres as is now the case. “You
could make a real public park with a play-
ground everyone could use and even a pavil-
ion,” he said. “Pine Street is important to the
churches, the business owners and if noth-
ing else its the widest street in town which
means it can handle vehicles other streets
can’t.”

John Cleaveland said closing Pine Street
was a terrible idea for the town. “You’ll lose
parking, you lose a pass through and Oak
Street isn’t wide enough for a wagon. You
won’t be able to replace the lost parking spac-
es so nearby residential areas will be impact-
ed. The people have spoken and they don’t
want Pine Street closed,” he said.

Ralph Stevens, owner of Jolies, said rath-
er than preparing for a 25-year storm event,
the board should be more concerned with
the day-to-day lives of the people and busi-
nesses of Highlands.

The cost of the total project was estimat-
ed between $400,000 and $500,000 with half
that to be paid by stimulus funds or Clean

•See PARK page z1
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The following are the Highlands Police Dept. log entries from
April 30. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor, or public officials have been used.

April 30
• At 6:34 p.m., Officers responded to a call for service concerning an

open door at a place of business on Oak Street. It was left open by workers.
May 1

• At 6:52 p.m., officers responded to a “life-line” activation from a resident
on Dogwood Drive. The resident was OK.

May 4
• At 3 p.m., Farmer’s Market reported receiving a counterfeit $20 bill.

May 5
• At 5:54 p.m., officers responded to a call of disorderly conduct at the

ballfield on Hickory Road where a youth was yelling profanity at the other team.
• At 10 p.m., officers made a routine check of the grounds of the Highlands

Civic Center.
May 8

• At 9 a.m., officers responded to a resident on Moorewood Drive to
document damage to a rock gate by a paving truck. Damage is estimated at
$2,500.

• At 1:19 a.m., officers on patrol found an open door at a place of business
on Main Street. It was secured.

May 9
• At 1:09 a.m., officers responded to a noise complaint at a residence on

Trillium Circle. The residents were told to quiet down.
• At 1:49 a.m., officers were called to Wildcat Cliffs Country Club dorm

residences about intoxicated underage people being allowed to drive home.
May 11

• At 11 a.m., a debit card was found on the floor of Rosenthal’s and turned
into police.

• At 3:05 p.m., Stacy Palmer Swofford, 39, of Highlands, was arrested for
passing a worthless check. Her bond was set at $750.

• During the week the officers issued 7 citations and responded to 5 alarms.

The following are the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries
from May 5-12:

May 5
• The dept. responded to an alarm activation at a residence on Mt. Lori

Drive. It was cancelled en route.
May 6

• The dept. responded to a fire and carbon monoxide alarm at a residence
on Hickory Nut Gap Road. It was set off by lightning.

May 8
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medical call at a

residence on Sassafras Gap Road. The victim was transported to the hospital.
May 10

• The dept. responded to a vehicle accident on N.C. 106 South. There
were no injuries.

May 11
• The dept. responded to an alarm at the Highlands Biological Station which

was set off by workers.

• POLICE & FIRE • • FUN & GAMES •
PseudoCube©

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged

in three layers with 9 numbers each. These numbers are
arranged in a special pattern: For each layer, the sum of
the three numbers in each row, column or diagonal, is 3
times its center number. Eight diagonals connect all 3 lay-
ers by running through the center number of the middle
layer. Each diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling the to-
tal of the three center numbers. One of the diagonals is
shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and

the other numbers given. Now pour a cup of coffee, pick up
a pencil and eraser and try to figure out where the other
numbers belong. Good Luck!

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com.

Mystery Word:
Frantic determination (6)

Across
1. Umpire (3)

Down
2.  You (Medieval) (2)
3. Sautee (3)
4. Pince___ (Fr.) (3)

Solution to #AN3A in May 7 issue

 #BN3A Level of Difficulty – Moderate

Hex-a-Ku© 2009

OBJECT:
A mystery word or phrase using all different letters

is designated by circled squares (other short words will
appear when solving, for which a list of meanings is
provided). Every puzzle has a different mystery word or
phrase (no spaces). Assign different letters to each
square of each column and row. In addition, 3x2 cells in
the puzzle layout have the same different letters. (This
is similar to Sudoku but uses letters instead of numbers.)

How to Solve:
Determine the different letters among those given.

Write in the mystery word using the clue and these
letters. Other small words will appear in the puzzle. As
in conventional crossword puzzles, a list of meanings
for these Across/Down words is given and number
positions shown. Doing them will speed up your solution
to the puzzle. Using your powers of induction, inference
and insight, place missing letters in blank squares
according to the rules noted above. Focus your attention
where the least number of letters are needed to complete
a row, column or cell.

Solution to May 7 Hex-a-Ku

by Pete Sarjeant and Don Cookby Pete Sarjeant and Don Cook

... PARK continued from page 21
Water Trust Funds and the rest funded through a no-interest
20-year loan costing about $9,000 a year.

The plan to route Pine Street along the back of Village
Square from U.S. 64 to Fifth combined with stormwater
remediation techniques would have cost $370,000.

When Commissioner Hank Ross made the motion to
table the latest idea and reconsider keeping Pine Street intact
and using the current greenspace to remediate stormwater
runoff and flooding, Fatland said McGill could draw up those
plans at its original fee of $28,000 and still meet the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) shovel-
ready green deadline of June 3. He said that project would
only cost $220,000 because the road wouldn’t have to be
rerouted.

But Commissioner Amy Patterson said no. “You only
want to do that to get the money and we need to decide the
right thing to do. I personally think it’s a good idea to consid-
er our water quality and stormwater capacity and create more
greenspace in town while trying to figure out a way to take
care of the lost parking so we need to think about this more.”

Since the board didn’t make a decision Wednesday night,
it’s likely it will miss the required ARRA deadline and lose
that funding option for stormwater remediation..
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BRIGHTWATER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom FCustom FCustom FCustom FCustom Fine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Renovationsenovationsenovationsenovationsenovations
in the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communities

NC UNLIMITED LICENSE

Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350
or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:     wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com

Jim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim Neil
828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645

Mason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason Neil
828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807

Summit Design Group

828-482-0110
Highlands, NC

Design/Build Specialists

• BUILDERS & ARCHITECTS •

www.SadlonandAssociates.com

Fine Homes & Renovations in Highlands & Cashiers since 1992

Timothy J. Sadlon
828-349-0400

Proud member of
WNC Green Building

Council

• HIGHLANDS SCHOOL SOCCER •

Senior Marisol Ruiz, who has played volleyball, was a cheerleader and plays soccer
helped Highlands beat Murphy 5-2 last week. Soccer playoffs were Wednesday,
May 6. A complete write-up will be in next week’s paper.

Photo by Noel Atherton

Long-time ‘Luncheon’ volunteers
Chastain, Barnes and Potts are

‘retiring’

After 28 years of service at the Senior Citizens’ Luncheon, Ann Chastain and
Barbara Barnes are hanging up their aprons and Sue Potts, who has been
decorating the tables for 10 years, is turning in her clippers. Julie McCall has
volunteered to head up the Senior Citizen’s Luncheon which means buying
the groceries and preparing the food.

Highlands beats Murphy

Upcoming School Events
May 26

Athletic Banquet, 6 p.m. at the Rec Park
May 28

Dinner for HS Seniors and Parents, 5:30 p.m. at HUMC
June 1

MS Athletic Banquet, 6 p.m. at the Community Building
June 2

Academic Banquet, 6 p.m., at PAC
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The Falls on Main
526-5210

highlandswine@nctv.comwww.chambersagency.net

The

Chambers
Agency
Realtors

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

Phone: 526-3717
Toll Free: 1-888-526-3717

401 N 5th St, Highlands

Drake’s
Diamond Gallery
– For the luxury of custom jewelry

WWWWWanda H. Drakeanda H. Drakeanda H. Drakeanda H. Drakeanda H. Drake
~ Custom designed jewelry featuring diamonds
of every size and shape, colored stones, pearls

& sterling silver
~ Offering appraisals and repairs ~ Insurance

replacements
~ Open year round, Tuesday through Saturday,

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
152 South Second Street

828-526-5858 or 404-668-4380
drakesdiamonds@yahoo.com

526-2400
520 East Main Street

Fresh baked breakfast
croissants, biscuits and wraps

every morning!

WWW.NCHIGHLANDS.NET

Bert Mobley
Harry Norman Realtors

828 200-0846
bert.mobley@harrynorman.com

A one-stop site for all you need
to know about Highlands and

real estate in the area

370 Main Street
Highlands, NC * 28741

(828) 526-3788

OPEN LATE
MONDAY– SATURDAY

11 a.m. until 9 p.m
Closed Sundays

U.S. 64 east
(past the crossroads on the left)

Horacio’s
Italian Family Restaurant
Pastas • Pizza • Steak • Seafood

828-743-2792
Starts at $12

Panini Express
Specialty Sandwiches

Combo Special $7.50 (all included)
828-743-2121

In Cashiers!

• BIZ NEWS •

NATIONWIDE SHIPPING

At the May “Dogs and Cats” Bingo game, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Highlands,
all net proceeds were donated to the Cashiers-Highlands Humane Society. Boy
Scouts Carter Potts, left, and Taylor Schmitt, whose troop assists with refreshments,
are shown with Buddy, a CHHS rescue dog previously adopted by Rotarian Bill
Nellis.  Thomas Craig won $150 in the final Super Bingo game.

Rotary bingo goes to C-H Humane Society

The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary club recently presented a check to Highlands
School Principal Brian Jetter and second grade teacher Melanie Miller. The check
helped purchase printer ink cartridges for the elementary school teachers. The
elementary school teachers are responsible for buying their own ink cartridges for
use in the classroom and since hundreds of sheets are printed each week for
classroom use, the costs can add up. Mrs. Miller said that this check would allow
each elementary teacher to purchase three printer cartridges each. The two fifth
grade classes taught by Mrs. Archer and Mrs. Hedden used their portion of the
check towards the annual fifth grade class trip to Charleston, SC. The Highlands
Mountaintop Rotary meets every Wednesday morning at 7:30 at the Highlands
Community Center. Visitors are welcome. Pictured from left, Teacher Melanie Miller,
Rotarian Victoria Ingate and Principal Brian Jetter.

Rotary supports elementary school teachers



Page 24 - Highlands’ Newspaper -  Thursday, May 14, 2009

Mt Findings

Carolina Way

4

36

?

36

25
8

51

Newspaper

Hardware

PlayHouse

Town
 Hall

Rest Rooms

Historic
 Village

Rec. Park
Pool & Tennis
Greenway Trail

 Highlands
School K-12

Child
Care

21

Presbyterian

Episcopal

  Rib
Shack

The Lodge

Hwy. 28s

 Drug
 Store

Exxon
CITGO

Methodist

Fibber Magee’s

Manley’s Auto Service
J&J Lawn & Landscaping

<<< 1 Mile Hwy. 28s

2009 HIGHLANDS MAP

Whole Health
   Market

Highlands Only Real-Time Weather, WebCam & Interactive Map

Bear Mt Outfitters

Helens Barn

*

Bust Your
Butt Falls

///

Cullasaja
  Falls

Whiteside
  Trail

Bridal
   Veil^

Cliffside Lake
& Campground

Dry Falls

 To Franklin
 Hwy 64w & 28n

///

HIGHLANDS

///
///

    Hwy 106

* *

*
HOSPITAL

^

///

///
Glen Falls

 Sliding
 Rock

/// ^

 Wayah

 Lake
Glenville

Cashiers

Giant
Poplar

Chattooga Iron Bridge

H w y
107s

 Whiteside
< Cove Rd.

H w y
 28s

*  H
om

e P
lac

e B
lin

ds

   
Ran

d S
oe

lln
er

    
  B

rig
htw

ate
r

Acorns

ATM

Bryson’s
Foods

Gourmet
Wines & Cheeses
Meats & Produce

To Go Orders

Post Office

Reeves Ace

HighlandsInfo.com Everything You Need To Know

Catholic

<

Scudder’s
Antiques

Log Cabin
Restaurant

Performing
Arts Center

 CY TIMMONS
 at Fressers Eatery

Fri. & Sat.

TWIGS

*
Scaly Mtn

Sky Valley
  Resort

 Mill Creek Gallery

Northland
Cable TV

Old Edwards
  Inn & Spa

Dead End

^
Community

Center &

6

Highlands Falls

*

3

>

*
Wildcat CliffsCullasaja Club

CK Swan
Antiques

Whiteside Mtn.

Sliding Rock

Whitewater
     Falls

<

Iron Bridge

Dusty’s
Market

Copyrighted Map & Photos - Highlands’ Newspaper

Cullasaja
  Falls

Lake Glenville

14 Miles From Highlands

^

Cashiers
Hwy. 64e
10 Miles

>

DINING

9

1

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

Rib Shack

13

14

15

16

17

Don Leons

Fressers

Horacio’s

Log Cabin

Madison’s

Oak St. Cafe

Paoletti’s

Pescado’s

Pizza Place

Ruka’s Table

Wild Thyme

Wolfgang’s

9

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

Chandler Inn

Half Mile Farm

Hampton Inn

Highlands Inn

Highlands Suites

Main St. Inn

Mirror Lake

Mt High Lodge

Old Edwards Inn

The Lodge

Skyline Lodge

Chambers

9

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Acorns

AnnaWear

Bear Mt. Outfitters

C.K. Swan

Christmas Shop

Cyrano’s

Drakes Diamonds

Dry Sink
Dutchman’s

Highlands Photo

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Needle Point
Peak Experiance

Rarities

Scudders Antq.

Shiraz Rugs

Stone Lantern

Summer House

T.A.Anderson

Twigs

Village Kids

Wholesale Down

Wits End

Century 21

Country Club Prop

Green Mtn.

John Schiffli

SHOPPINGSHOPPINGLODGING

* Post Office
Library

*
 Visitors Ctr.

*Gem Mine

Mtn. Fresh
 Grocery

Macon
 Bank

ATM

*

The Farm*

Fressers

Tin Roof Gallery

An Official
Bird Sanctuary

Golf

Nick’s

Brick Oven

Visual Arts Center
 Enter Via W. Main St.
    Covered Bridge

Main St Inn

PARK

Highlands
  Inn

Fire
Mtn

ingles

Country Club Prop.

1

Library

Nature Ctr >

I Love

Sapphire Valley

Cleaners

Public Parking

MovieStop

Community Players

Drug Store
Town
  Sq

Butcher  >
Cut Steaks

Community Bible

*

2009 Copyrighted Map

The Bascom
 Wild Thyme

REALTY

Mtn. High
Lodge

Chambers

Open
All

Year

Wolfgang’s

Paoletti’s

1

Chandler
 Inn

ACE
Hardware

Doors & Windows
3’d & Main Street

Mitchell’s
Lodge &
Cottages

REST ROOMS
Visitors Ctr.

^
Highlands

12

Rooster’s

Michell’s Lodge

Chambers
Vacation
Rentals

Cafe 460

Images

H / C Music Festval

Elephants Foot

Madison’s

Pizza
Place

Log Cabin

House of Wong

WebCam

Sumimt One Gallery

Wine & Cheese

Mill Creek Gallery

BEAUTY
1

2

3

4

5

6

All Seasons

Creative Concepts

Images Unlimited

Taylor Barnes

The Salon

2

2

Fire Mountain

Cimarron Builders

3

5
8

8

9

11

11

12

13 Pescado’s

14

15

E.M.S.

16*

19_____

20

21

20

9

12

1

2

3

4

4

5

6
7

8

8

9

10

11

12

13

14 3

1

3

4

5

1

24

4

5

6

7

2

3

3

4

5

6

7

8

916

10

Whole Health

11

2

Creative Concepts
2

Wine & Cheese

27

13
14

15

17

Oak
 Sq

18

19

20

21

1920

21

22

23

24

25 28

26

Ruka’s Table Restaurant

Ice Cream

*

 Whitewater
   Falls >

Smoke

< < <

House
May 2009

1

2

3

4

5

6

Buyer’s Realty

Bryson’s
MARKETS

Mtn. Fresh

Dusty’s

1

2

3

4

18

19

20

21

22

1

3

4

 Rainy
Day Golf

Highlands Deli

Nick’s

6

10

Find All

The Best

Interactive Map @

HighlandsInfo.com

Restaurants

Shopping

Lodging

Realtors

Updated Weekly

Weeky Events

Site-Seeing

GOURMET
Coffee, Bakery

Wines & Cheeses

12

Oak St
Cafe

SportsPage

Smoke House

17

SportsPage

18


