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This Week in Highlands

Every Thursday

* Census 2010 Application Test 9:30
a.m. at the Highlands Civic Center. “Get
Paid to Make a Difference.”

Thursday, Feb. 25

* The Macon County Soccer Club
will have afinal registration date for the Spring
soccer season from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. atthe at
the Highlands Recreation Park in Highlands.
For more information, contact Marlene Lane
at828-421-2175.

Thurs-Sun, Feb, 25-28

+ Highlands-Cashiers Players to per-
form The Dixie Swim Club at PAC, 8 p.m.
and 2 p.mon Sundays. For ticket informa-
tion, call 526-8084.

Sat. Feb. 27

* Friends of Panthertown Volunteer
Work Day. Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Salt
Rock trailhead. Call Nina Elliott at 828-526-
9938 (ext 258).

Sat. & Sun., Feb. 27-28

* Australian photographer Greg New-
ington will teach a one-and-a-half day field/
studio workshop, “Winter Light— Using Light,
Composition and Texture in Photography,”
at The Bascom. Cost is $150 for Bascom
members and $175 for non-members. Reg-
istration is going on now. To register, call
(828)526-4949 ext. 100

Sunday, Feb. 28

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
a strenuous 7.5-mile hike to London Bald
from Appletree campground with an eleva-
tion change of 2000 feet. Meet at the Nan-
tahala Club House on Carl Slagle road in
Franklin at 8:30 a.m. Drive 45 miles round
trip. Call Chris Shaw, 371-0183, for reser-
vations.

Monday, March 1

* The February 22 meeting of the Ma-
con County Board of Commissioners re-
cessed to 6 p.m. on Monday, March 1inthe
Board Room on the 3rd floor of the Court-
house. The regular meeting scheduled for
March 8 has been cancelled.

March 4-March 12

* Highlands School Scholastic Book
Fair beginning Thursday, March 4 in the
Media Center and is a major fundraiser for
the library. The hours are 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
daily. The Book Fair will also be open from
5-6 pm before the PTO meeting on Thurs-
day, March 4.

Thursday, March 4

* Highlands School Chili Supper 5th
grade fundraiser 5 pm in the cafeteria.

* Highlands School PTO meeting 6
p.m. in the old gym.

*Rotary’s Literacy Bingo at the Com-

munity Building 6:30-8:30 p.m. $1 a game.

Planning Board finalizes two ordinances

Finally, the long awaited
Stormwater and Abandoned Struc-
ture ordinances are on their way to
the Town Board for final approval
before a public hearing is set.

At the Monday, Feb. 22 Plan-
ning Board meeting, the group first
discussed the Stormwater Ordi-
nance which was presented in de-
tail by McGill and Associates first

Rogers joins
District 1
race

This week another candidate
has filed for the Highlands area Dis-
trict 1 race.

On Tuesday, Feb. 23, Demo-
crat Michael David “Bud” Rogers
joined the commissioner race.

So now there will be a primary
election for District 1, District 2 and
the Sheriff's race when democrats
vying for the ticket will face-off.

Republican incumbent Brian
McClellan, Democrats Allan
“Ricky” Bryson, and Rogers are vy-
ing for the Highlands area District |
seat.

The current term is McClel-
lan’s first term in office; he unseat-
ed Bryson in the last election. Bry-
son had held the post for two terms.
Thisis Rogers’ first time in the ring.

The County Commission Dis-
trict 2 race still has three contend-
ers, all Democrats; incumbents
Ronnie Beale and Bob Simpson,
and newcomer Carroll Poindexter.

Republican Sheriff Robert Hol-
land is still up against two Demo-
crats—Richard Davis, who was most
recently a Highlands Police officer
and George Lynch.

Democrat incumbent Clerk of
Superior Court Vic Perry is so far
running unopposed as is Democrat
incumbent Todd Raby for Register
of Deeds.

The last day to file is Friday,
Feb. 26 at noon.

The two-party primary is on
May 4, 2010. Democrat candidates
for Districts 1 and 2 and Sheriff will
run-off at that time.

to the Town Board and then to the
Planning Board at a previous meet-
ing.

The reason for a Stormwater
Ordinance is three-pronged — it
would ensure the protection of area
waterways, once on the books it sets
the town up for funding, and it
means the town can invoke its ver-
sion before the state mandates an

ordinance, which is supposedly in
the works.

Despite those reasons and af-
ter much discussion, the board vot-
ed 2-5 to approve the ordinance
and send it back to the Town Board
with some recommendations.
Ricky Bryson and Mike Bryson vot-
ed againstit.

«See PLANNING BOARD page 7
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The Dixie Swim Club is a comedy-drama that follows the lives of five women who have
been friends since their swim team days in college. Watch how their lives and loves change
over the decades, but their friendship remains constant. Pictured from left is newcomer to
the HCP stage, Betsy Miller, Mary Adair Leslie, Carla Gates, Jenny King and sitting, Lee
Lyons. For more on the show see page 10.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

Past BOE member speaks as citizen

During the Public Comment
segment of the Feb. 22 Macon
County School Board meeting, past
school board member Frieda Ben-
nett took the board to task.

“I'm back here tonight as a cit-
izen and now | have freedom of
speech,” she said. “So, | will be re-
turning to the meetings from now
onto bring up issues that are of con-
cern to me—issues | spoke of when

on the board but haven't seen any-
thing in the newspapers about.”

First she said according to
2008-09 statistics, only 18% of
Macon County Schools adminis-
trators are female, compared to
57% in the state. She said 82% of
the county’s administrators are
male compared to the state aver-
age of 42%.

“We have a lot of qualified fe-

males with doctorates who should
be considered for these positions,”
shesaid.

Later, during the Superinten-
dent’s Information segment, Dan
Brigman said Macon County has 26
administrators, who are Building
Level Principals, Assistant Principals
and Central Office Administrators,
and 16 are male and 10 are female.

«See BOE page 7
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National Forests in
NC proposes
closures to protect
special areas and
historic artifacts

The National Forests in NC is propos-
ing two closures to better protect special ar-
eas and historical artifacts from damage.
The first order would prohibit leaving geo-
caches in Wildernesses, Experimental For-
ests or Wild and Scenic River corridors, the
second would limit the possession or use of
metal detectors on National Forest lands.

Under the proposal, geocachers would
be still allowed to advertise and seek out
“virtual” caches in these areas - virtual
caches reference already existing features
such as waterfalls and scenic vistas. “The
reason we're implementing this order is to
protect the unique wild values found in
wilderness and on designated rivers, and
also avoid leaving items that could conflict
with research activities.” said Mary Noel,
the Forest Lands and Planning Staff Offic-
er. One popular area that would be affected
by this rule is the Bent Creek Experimental
Forest near Asheville. A list of all affected
areas is posted on the forest website
(www.cs/unca/nfsnc)

Geocachers are also reminded that
Federal regulations already require they get
permission from the local ranger district
office prior to leaving a cache anywhere on
the forest. “In arecent incident an un-
marked/unapproved geocache was left in
an ammunition box not far from Asheville
—itappeared to be a threat to public safety
and cost our law enforcement personnel a
lot of time investigating it,” said Ms. Noel.
Detailed information on geocaching re-
quirements can also be found on the forest
website.

The second rule would prohibit pos-
session or use of metal detectors outside of
designated areas. “Many archaeological
sites on the forest have been significantly
damaged from treasure hunting, by those
who loot sites to sell artifacts, and by others
just unaware that it’s illegal to disturb and
remove artifacts from federal land without
aresearch permit. Existing laws protect his-
torical sites like early farms and logging
camps as well as Native American arti-
facts,” said Ms. Noel. Several forest areas
have been identified that would remain
open to recreational metal detecting for
modern items like coins — primarily swim-
ming beaches. These include Lake Powha-

WORD rr e DAY
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CYBERPOLORIZATION
THe TENDENCY TD BECOME MORE EXTREME

AFTER sPeAKING WITH HUKE-MINDED OTHERS
VIA THE INTERNET.

WHe on CONSERVATIVE BLOGS IS

Golng T CHALLENGE

MISTAKEN ASSERTIONS/UEBS ABOUT
PRESIDENT OBAMA &

WHO ON LIBERAL BLOGS 1S
GOING 6 RECOGNIZE OR. ORJIECT
T A MISSTATEMENT ABOUT
SARAH PAUN ©
HMMM...
LOCKS LIKE PERFECT CONDITIONS FRR, SPREADING MISINFORMATION .
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tan Swim Beach, Jackrabbit Swim beach,
Cheoah Point Swim Beach, Flanners
Beach (Croatan NF) and Kings Mountain
Point Beach (Uwharrie NF). Permission for
one-time use of metal detectors to help find
lost personal property could still be granted
by Forest Officers.

Additional information on these clo-
sures can be found on the forest website
(www.cs/unca/nfsnc). Comments on this
proposal should be mailed before March 15
to the National Forests in North Carolina,
160A Zillicoa Street, Asheville, 28801, or
sent to “comments-southern-north-
carolina@fs.fed.us”

® | ETTERS ®

3-parter good

Dear Editor,

Though a departure from Fred’s regu-
lar column all | can say in regards to
“Tommy and Madison —Part 1” is
“Whew! That's some tough stuff.”

Well done, and I look forward to the
other two segments.

Dan Stone
Highlands/St. Petersburg, FL

* MILESTONE ®

Casey Brooks

Brooks to play
football for Mars Hill

On Thursday, Feb. 11, Casey Brooks, of
Highlands, a senior at Franklin High
School, signed on with Mars Hill College
where he will be attending on a partial foot-
ball scholarship.

Casey’s parents, William and
Mary Brooks, wotk at Highlands Country
Club.
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James Nelson Scott died early
Thursday morning, February 18,
2010 at his home in Highlands, NC
after an extended illness. Jim was
born in New Castle, Indiana on
December 5, 1926 and grew up
there before moving to Indianapo-
lis after serving in the army and
marrying his first wife Mary Lou-
ise Knight. He continued to work
for Herff-Jones, selling class rings
and caps and gowns, moving to
Gainesville, FL in the late 1950s where he
continued a successful career in sales cover-
ing most all of the state of Florida schools.

He decided to move his family to High-
lands, NC in the early 1970s and make a ca-
reer change which included a real estate busi-
ness with partner Earl Heard, the founding
of Insurance Services, and an antique shop,
Log Cabin Antiques, all of Highlands.

After the death of his first wife Louise
and retiring, he moved back to New Castle
where he married Anna Margaret Antle. Af-
ter fulfilling his life long dream of restoring
and owning a large older home and farm, he

Lois Frances Hawkins

Lois Frances Hawkins, age 83, of Clear
Creek, Highlands, NC died Friday, February
19, 2010 at a Clayton hospital. She was a
native of Macon County, the daughter of the
late Lawrence and Lazelle Talley Bryson. She
was married to William C.Hawkins I who
passed away in 1985. She was a homemaker
andamember of Clear Creek Baptist Church.
She loved gardening and flowers.

She is survived by one son, William C.
Hawkins Il and his wife Sabrina of Highlands,
NC; two step-sons, Dr. Larry Hawkins of
Huntsville, AL and Jerry Hawkins of San
Diego, CA; three grandchildren, Corbin,
Hayley and Samuel Hawkins; four sisters,
Opal McCall and Doris Hicks of Highlands,
NC, Gail Henry of Easley, SC and Mae Ivester
and her husband Dennis of Satolah, GA; two
brothers, Homer Bryson and his wife Eloise
of Franklin, NC and Wymer Bryson and his
wife Bonnie of Highlands, NC. She was
preceded in death by a brother, Wendell
Bryson.

Funeral services were held Monday,
February 22 at 2 p.m. in the Chapel of Bryant-
Grant Funeral Home in Highlands with Rev.
Walter Wilson and Rev. Everett Wilson
officiating. Burial will be held at Clear Creek
Cemetery.

The family will receive friends Monday;,
Februay 22 from 1-2 p.m., one hour prior to
service at Bryant-Grant Funeral Home in
Highlands.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home was in
charge of arrangements.

James Nelson Scott

moved to Naples, FL, where he
played bridge, golfed and socialized
with friends at Forest Lakes com-
munity and Quail Run Golf Course
and County Club. He continued to
spend his summers in Highlands,
golfing at Highlands Country Club,
of which he was a founding mem-
ber, and playing bridge, as he was
an accomplished player.

In addition to his parents,

Walter Cline
“W. C.” Calloway

Walter Cline “W.C.” Calloway, age 80 of
Brevard, NC, formerly of Highlands, NC, died
Sunday, February 21, 2010 at Cedar Moun-
tain House in Brevard. He was a native of
Macon County, the son of the late Claude
and Florence Henderson Calloway. He was a
horse farmer in Ocala, Florida. He was loved
by many and was very colorful. He attended
Dunns Rock Baptist Church in Brevard.

He is survived by two sisters, Victoria
“Vickie” Thompson and husband Bob of Jas-
per, GA and Doris Underwood of Cullowhee,
NC; four brothers, C. L. Calloway and wife
Melba of Lecanto, FL, Joe Calloway and wife
Linda of Ocala, FL, Ronnie Calloway and wife
Lazelle, of Brevard, NC and Donnie Callo-
way and wife Bitsy of Highlands, NC; several
nieces and nephews also survive. In addition
to his parents, he was preceded in death by
two brothers, Junior Calloway and Scott Cal-
loway.

Funeral services will be held Thursday,
Feb. 25 at 2 p.m. in the Chapel of Bryant-
Grant Funeral Home in Highlands, with Rev.
Claude Nicholson officiating. Burial will be
in Highlands Memorial Park Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be Mike and Dalton
Calloway, Lucas Calloway, Jarret Calloway,
Joey Calloway, Chris Moody, Kevin Fisher,
Craig Rice, and Greg “Whitey” Johnson. The
family will receive friends from12-2 p.m.,
two hours prior to the service Thursday at
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home in Highlands.

Memorials may be made to Cedar Moun-
tain House Activities Dept., 11 Sherwood
Ridge Road, Brevard, NC 28712. Bryant-Grant
Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.
Online condolences may be made at
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Lewis and Anna Belle and his wives, Louise
and Margaret, he was preceded in death by
two sisters, Myla Edwards and Joyce Leraas,
and one brother Mervyn Scott. He is survived
by one brother, Donald Scott of New Castle,
Indiana and four children, sons Lance Kevin
Scott and wife Pam Smith Scott of Ponte Ve-
dra Beach, FL, Michael Kim Scott and wife
Brenda of Gainesville, FL and two daughters,
Leesa Lynn Crisp and husband Chuck of
Cumming, GA and Karin Ann Potts and hus-
band Terry of Highlands, NC, as well as 12
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held Sunday, Feb-

Sy
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ruary 21 at 3 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church
of Highlands with Dr. Don
Mullens.Christopher Potts, Eric Fielding, Jus-
tin Chapman, Josh Martin, Brooks Scott and
Leigh Scott will serve as pallbearers.

Burial was held at Highlands Memorial
Park immediately following the service.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to the Highlands-Cashiers Hospice or
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, P.O. Box
190, Highlands, NC 28741. Bryant-Grant
Funeral Home was in charge of the arrange-
ments. Online condolences can be made by
visiting www.bryantgrantfuneralhnome.com.
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A Comedy Drama by
Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope,
and Jamie Wooten

February 25-28, & March 5-7, 2010
Sponsored in part by:
The Center For Plastic Surgery & Scott Neumann Law Office, PLLC

HOP
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e L OOKING AT LIFE

This gritty, gripping police drama will be
presented in three parts. While the story is true,
names and some locations are changed. Some
readers may find this material offensive. Part
one can be read “on line” or by visiting the
Highlands Newspaper office at 265 Oak
Street.

adison Ann Knight sat quietly in
M the large black leather chair in

Sister Mary Ellen’s office. When-
ever a student was called to the principal’s
office, it was either good news or bad news.
When Sister Ellen finally entered, Madison
became so nervous she began to uncon-
sciously tap the corner of the large mahoga-
ny desk with the corner of her shoe. Madi-
son, like most of the students at Madonna
Academy, was awed by Sister Ellen. Sister
was a master of discipline, extremely intel-
ligent and a devout servant of Jesus Christ.
In Madison’s eyes, she represented a perfect
servant of the Lord.

Tommy and Madison -- Part 2

Sister Ellen chose not to
sit behind her desk and
turned the remaining leath-
er chair toward Madison, re-
moving any material psy-
chological barrier be-
tween the two.

“Stop that tapping, Mad-
ison Ann,” Sister sternly in-
structed.

“Yes, Sister,” Madison
replied, pulling her foot
away from the desk and rev-
erently folding her hands
into her lap.

Afraid to look directly
into her principal’s eyes,
Madison focused on the large silver cross
Sister Ellen wore around her neck. The
room grew quiet. The only sound was the
distant shrill siren from the ambulance tak-
ing Tommy Lee William’s unconscious and
dying body to the hospital.

526-5208

high country photo

In Highlands Plaza

Closed Saturdays through March

Custom Photo Calendars and Greeting Cards * Photo Restoration
Poster Prints & Enlargements « Film Development & Digital prints
« Video Transfer to DVD (we do this in house)

* Frames and Albums, too!

Hours:
Mon-Fri. 9-5

SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS

23 colors including copper * Several styles of leaf guards available « Free Estimates
Dennis Perkins ¢ 828-371-2277 « 828-526-3542
Serving Western NC and Northeast GA

Fred Wooldridge

Feedback is encouraged!
email:

askfredanything@aol.com Pursed herlipsto speak.

“I have some good
news for you, Madison. The
University of Miami has of-
fered you a full scholarship,
commencing this fall. If
you remain at your current
grade level, there’s no rea-
son you won't be taking the
bar exam in six years with
the full support of Madon-
na Academy and the Uni-
versity.”

Stunned, Madison
looked into Sister Ellen’s
eyes. Leaning forward, she

“Before you say aword,
Madison, | know you've been offered a
scholarship from Emory. | recognize, at
the age of 17, it’s difficult to make such de-
cisions, but remember, the decision does
not have to be made right now. | personal-
ly would love to see you stay in Miami, at
least for awhile. It will give you an oppor-
tunity to mature.”

Sister Ellen paused, then reached out
to touch Madison’s arm. “This is your
home. Your mother represents our Acade-
my on our legal matters and your father is
abrilliant broker at Touché Ross. All your
friends are here and, with a little persua-
sion from the Appointment Committee,
there’s no reason you couldn’t be dubbed a
debutante in your senior year. For a Catho-
lic lady, that would be quite an achieve-
ment. Of course, the decision is yours, but
I have spoken with both your parents and
they would be most pleased if you stayed
home with us, in the bosom of the Lord.”

Madison’s mind was swimming in
thought, trying to digest all she had been
told. Finally, after a moment, she spoke.
“Oh, Sister Ellen, I'm on such a high right
now and | feel so fortunate to have these
choices. I'm overwhelmed by all of this
and don’t know what to say.”

Sister Ellen reached out, touching
Madison'’s folded hands, still lying in her
lap. “Make no decision now. After gradua-
tion, go to Paris with your parents as
planned. When you return, the decision
will be clearer for you, I'm sure.”

Sister Ellen leaned back in her chair,
smiling, “Well, I have work to do and so do
you.”

The two ladies rose from their chairs
simultaneously as if they had rehearsed it
and walked toward the door together. Sis-
ter Ellen gently placed her arm around
Madison as they walked. “In my 20 years
here at the Academy, | have helped many
students. | have many friends and acquain-
tances at the University. | can be of great
help to you, Madison, if you choose to
stay.”

“Thank you, sister,” is all that Madison
could muster as she walked into the recep-
tion area of the outer office, her heart still
pounding from the encounter.

**kx

“When did he flat line?” the intern
asked.

“When we pulled him from the gurney
to the table,” the ambulance driver respond-
ed.

“We'll cut off his pants later,” Dr. Cox
ordered sarcastically, not looking at the
nurse with scissors in her hand. “Stand
back....clear,” the doctor ordered. He placed
paddles on Tommy’s chest and a surge of
electricity caused Tommy to lurch violently
on the cold steel table in the emergency
room at Jackson Memorial Hospital. Tom-
my lay motionless, just a short distance
from where he was born.

“Damniit...clear,” the doctor shouted,
placing the paddles on Tommy’s chest
again. Tommy reacted to the increased volt-
age which tightened every muscle in his
body. The small monitoring screen came to
life with the faint sound of the beep, beep
that reported Tommy’s heart was pumping
again. He had come to life.

Ventilating tubes were run into each
lung and a large suction tube emptied the
remains of Tommy’s stomach. IVs in each
armwould add to the already hundreds of
needle marks that ran down both of Tom-
my’s arms.

Two Miami police officers, leaning qui-
etly against a far wall of the emergency bay,
looked toward each other in disgust. “Sh—,
he’s gonnallive,” one officer whispered to
the other. “Just what we need, another junk-
ie in rehab; it's our taxes that'll keep this
scum on methadone for the next 20 years.”

The other officer laughed, “Nah, some-
one will shoot him before then.”

“Let’'s hopeso.”

**kk

Four months had passed since Tommy
and Madison encountered major events in
their lives that changed them both forever.
Tommy celebrated his birthday as a patient
at the hospital. He had become partially dis-
abled from his overdose and lack of oxygen
to his brain. He was also left with a nerve
disorder resulting in a slightly drooping left
eye and lip. Lack of oxygen had affected his
motor system and he was just beginning to
walk again. Each morningat 9 a.m. and
each afternoon at 5 p.m., Tommy was rolled
to the Methadone Clinic in the basement of
the hospital where he received his dosage
under the watchful eyes of clinic nurses.

Tommy was also seeing a hospital psy-
chiatrist twice a week for depression and fits
of rage. His hospital bills had reached slight-

=See WOOLDRIDGE page 13
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As Interest wanes, need excalates

“Oh, no,” you're say-
ing, “not another column
on Haiti!”

w want to read an
thher column about

Haiti. You may have
already moved to real es-
tate ads. It's true, thereisa
growing sense of “Haiti
fatigue.” The American
public hasa notoriously
short attention span, ex-
cept when celebrities are
involved. Interestin the
Haitian tragedy lasted less
than a month. We were fascinated with im-
ages of broken buildings and shattered bod-
ies. Pictures of the fallen Presidential Palace
became the defining image of the earth-
quake. CNN covered the story 24 hoursa
day, much as it covered Michael Jackson’s
death and Tiger Woods'’ car wreck.

There is a continuing story in Haiti, but
itwon't garner much coverage or attract
much attention. Rehabilitation of the in-
jured will continue, or perhaps not. Hun-
dreds of thousands will remain homeless
for the foreseeable future, and beyond. IlI-
ness will spread, more will die; the result of
diseases spread by contaminated water,
malnutrition, and crowded conditions.

There will be rebuilding, but Haiti’s
President Preval said that first the rubble
must be cleared, a process he believes will
take three years. If there is another major
quake, more buildings fall and another ten
thousand people die, our interest will be re-
kindled for a little while. If twenty thou-
sand die slowly, from the diseases of pover-
ty, we won'’t pay much attention,

| have been fascinated with the stories
that captivate the American people, not the
stories, but the sustained interest in them.

During the Clinton Presidency, there
was more interest in Monica Lewinski’s
blue dress than genocide in Rwanda. Anna
Nicole Smith intermittently captured the
interest of the public and press for years.
Who can forget endless footage of the At-
lantic Ocean near Cape Cod while aviation
experts theorized about fate of Kennedy’s
plane? | found myself hoping searchers
would locate the wreckage quickly so cable
news might move on to a fresh story. The
morbid fascination with the death of
Michael Jackson dragged on for weeks. | re-
member turning on the TV many weeks,
maybe months, later to learn the story, un-
like Michael, was still thriving. Maybe
there had been a new revelation, or per-
haps coverage had been continuous. More
recently the saga of Tiger Woods' infidelity,
aided by the appearance of a series of pub-
licity seeking mistresses, dominated the
news. Following his apology on Friday and

Feedback is

encouraged.
email: hsalzarulo@aol.com

for days after, TV screens
showed the shell-shocked
golfer standing in front of
ablue draped wall. Tiger
had no need to apologize
to me. His life and what-
ever personal flaws he
may suffer are none of my
business. Maybe if I'd
bought a Buick on the ba-
sis of hisendorsement, I'd
have felt he betrayed, es-
pecially if Buicks are as
bad as | imagine. | just
don't understand the voy-
eurism that arrests and fixes us to the lives
and deaths of the famous.

Itis not clear if the media feed the ap-
petite or create it. There is no doubt the net-
works follow the poles and give the viewers
what they want. It is equally true, that like
shark fishermen, they create a feeding fren-
zy, not with chum, but with titillating tales.

If revelations about Michael Jackson’s
cardiologist fail to attract us, they will move
on to another story, maybe the greed of
Michael’s Dad or the guest list for his funer-
al. Even these fascinations wane with time,
but not as quickly as has the interest in Hai-
ti. Neither slow death nor slower rebuild-
ing is much of a story.

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS
Board Meeting
MARCH 3, 2010

AGENDA
4PM

Call Meeting to Order
Discussion of Park Master Plan
Adjourn

7PM
Call to order
Public Comments
Approve agenda
Approve minutes of Feb. 11 & 17
Reports
Mayor
Commissioners
Committees
Town Manager
ConsentAgenda
Appointments to Business Advisory

PoOOOTP>ORrLONE

©
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2. Appointments to Sustainability Advisory
Committee

3. SetPublic Hearing for April 7 for
Abandoned Structures

4. SetPublic Hearing for April 7 for
Stormwater Ordinance

7. lce Skating Proposal

8.  Spring Craft Fair

9.  Scholarship Fund

10. Adjourn
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» HIGHLANDS YEAR-ROUND FINE DINING

Breakfast & Lunch...
Daily

...Dinner: Thurs.-Sat.
5:30 p.m. ‘il
Closed Mondays

| Open for Dinner
Wed-Sun
5:30 until

f Reservations
» ' appreciated

b o :
On Log Cabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 « 526-3380

...onthe VVerandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON
Dinner from 6 p.m. Fri., Sat., & Sun.

828-526-2338 « www.ontheverandah.com

Wine SpeciatorAward '

Ristorante Paolettl

Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Exceptional Wines, Robust Cocktails & Artful Beer

Dinner/Bar from 5:30, Fri.-Sun. ® Reservations: 828.526.4906

526-4188 Sunday Brunch

11a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch: 11-3 everyday except Wednesday
Dinner: 5 until every night except
Thursday and Sunday

eatery
151 Helen'e Barn Avenue, Highlande

Dinner: 5-9 nightly
(Open late weekends)

Music Saturdays

Cyprus

International Cuisine
N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center ¢ 526-4429

WILD THYME GOURMET

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Fine Wine and Beer
Wed-Sat: Lunch 11:30-4 & Dinner from 5:30 until
Closed Sunday-Tuesday
526-4035 « 490 Carolina Way ¢ Highlands
www.wildthymegourmet.com
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from the history guy ...

Feb. 25, 1836
Samuel Colt receives an
American patent for the Colt
revolver.

Here’s a new kind of problem
solver,

Samuel Colt’s 6-shot revolver.
Fire 5 rounds and you still got
one more round for one more shot.
See, with this one you can shoot
half a dozen,
that's 3 bad guys, their two
brothers and one cousin,
so the job you start you can be
completing
with this new gun that is repeating.
In a rough spot? I'm advising,
get this weapon that’s equalizing.

Thursday, Feb. 25, 2010

e His & Hers

By Michelle A. Mead-Armor

don'tknowwhen |

I became the keeper of

the mayonnaise. It wasn'tarole for
which l auditioned. The job snuck up on
me, as many tedious domestic tasks do.
One day, John was standing, baffled, in
front of the refrigerator. “I can’t find the
mayonnaise,” he said flatly. | looked
straight into the jaws of the kitchen appli-
ance, my eyes immediately alighting on the
jarin question. I handed it to John. “How
doyou do that?” he said. “How do you
not?” I thought.

The recent ice and snow had done a
number on our road and driveway. For the
first few days after the big snowfall, we
didn’teven try to get into town. On the day
we did brave the elements, we found one of
our neighbors trudging up the road with
her golden retriever. Ann was on her way to
Atlanta, realized she’d forgotten something,

e SALONS & SPAS »

Images
Unlimited
Salon & Spa

225 Spring Street « Highlands

Skin Care ~ Waxing ~ Weddings

Hair Care ~ Nail Care

828-526-9477

All Seasons Salon

Signature Hair Designs for Men & Women

Razor Cuts « Color = Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

Barbara & Van « 526-0349 e Open Mon - Sat

“Ealls on Main” <X 549 Main Street — Upper Level
Creative Concepts Salo,,
Hours: ~RALLY
Tuesday-Friday ¢ 9-5 ' FOR THE
S d 9-2
" 526309 CURE

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Pedicures,
Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. » Monday by appt. at our

behind Highlands Decorating Center on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NEW LOCATION

NC LMBT #1429

(828)526-4192

Home Alone

and the car slid off into a
ditch on the way back up
to her house. We took
Ann and Rosie home, af-
ter our attempts to move
her beleaguered car
failed. This incident re-
minded us — if we need-
ed reminding —that get-
ting up and down our

much charm for me as
50 miles of bad road in
tight pantyhose. | was
sorry to let John down,
but at least I'd be spared
the view of blue-blazered
hordes of love-struck
young men lining up to
have Ann Coulter auto-
graph their books, and

mountain was not for
the faint-hearted.

John was scheduled
to attend the CPAC con-
ference in Washington,
and our original plan
was for me to go, too. As the due date got
closer, however, several things became ob-
vious. Since our house has no central heat-
ing, someone definitely had to stay home
to keep the fireplaces running. With the
roads as difficult as they were, it was an iffy
proposition that anyone could make it up
our road to take care of cats. | volunteered
to stay home.

Now, I'll be honest with you. CPAC is
not my cup of tea. As a registered Indepen-
dent, being cooped up for three days with a
bunch of Conservative Republicans has as

Explore. Participate.

GrEG NEWINGTON

At The Bascom now through March 7:
P/Jomgmpbic Works f?y Greg Newington

FREE EXHIBITION ADMISSION.
Winter hours: Monday-Friday, 9-5. Enter
from ground-floor building rear.

OTHER BASCOM HAPPENINGS:
* Winter youth art classes
» Spring and artist-in-residence
workshops (pre-register now!)

3k

Exhibitions, shop,

studio classes, nature trail

' TrEBASCOM

\ A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS
828.526.4949

www.thebascom.org

Michelle Mead-Armor &
John Armor
michiemead@aol.com

John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

older women throwing
their big girl panties at
Glenn Beck.

AsJohn pulled out of
the driveway, my emo-
tions were very mixed.
On apractical level, how was | going to
deal with no car for six days? Was it safe to
go to and from the woodpile for firewood?
What if | fell on the ice, and couldn’t get
up? Our cell phones only work on certain
parts of the property. What if | got in diffi-
culty in a place where the cell phone didn’t
work? Could I keep the fires going? On an
emotional level, would I get lonely? Would
I miss having another human being in the
house? I'd lived by myself for years in New
York City, but what was it going to be like in
Highlands?

The first couple of days revolved
around making fires. Was it cold in our
house! The Franklin stove in the back hall
was a monster which devoured logs. It
wasn't easy to get a fire going, but once lit,
the little stove blazed away merrily. The liv-
ing room has always been the warmest
room in the house, so the cats and | made it
our headquarters. The upstairs bedroom
was bitterly cold, but with two duvets it was
tolerable, at least under the covers. The cats
stayed downstairs for the most part, only
visiting when the rays of sun streaming
through the windows warmed up the bed.

The cats were puzzled. Orion and Wea-
sel adore their Papa. | thought that his ab-
sence would make them needy and clingy,
so their indifference surprised me. Orion is
adarling boy, but not one of Nature’s great
intellectuals. He rubbed up against my
knee, looked into my eyes, and meowed
“Food. Cuddle. Papa. Where?” Weasel was
more direct. “What have you done with
Papa?” she wailed, accusingly. I was miffed.
As the designated food server, litter box
cleaner, and cat comber, | had a certain feel-
ing of entitlement. I was doing all the dirty
work, after all. But, no, they wanted their
Papa.

I'd made sure the fridge and cupboards
were full, but no one can think of every-
thing. While making a caprése sandwich, |
realized I'd forgotten to pick up fresh basil.
The absurdity of it hit me. Forget about
milk, bread, and fruit. Oh, no. I was out of
basil. I remembered the documentary on
=See HIS & HERS page 13



. PLANNING BOARD continued from page 1

Since the ordinance deals with prepar-
ing sites for stormwater retention and dis-
persement having a certified person involved
with that was discussed. “I have to be certi-
fied in earth moving to disturb land in Ma-
con County but not in the town of High-
lands,” said Mike Bryson. The group recom-
mended including requiring a certified earth
mover in the text.

Town Planner Joe Cooley said that such
arequirement could be included but High-
lands does not have such a requirement at
this time and county regulations don’tapply
within the jurisdictional limits of the town
unless adopted through a resolution.

Currently, Macon County requires grad-
ing contractors to be licensed by the county.
This requires, in part, attending an educa-
tional course.

Several members, particularly those in-
volved in the construction business, were also
concerned about who would oversee the
implementation of the ordinance or deci-
pher statistics and measurements associated
with buffers and flooding. They also asked if
the town was going to hire another employ-
ee to oversee its implementation.

Cooley answered both questions saying
he would oversee itand reminded them that
he is a licensed and registered landscape ar-

chitect. He is also a lawyer.

At first Ricky Bryson tried to delay dis-
cussing the Abandoned Structure Ordinance
on the grounds that he hadn’t had time to
review the material, but Cooley said the Town
Board wanted the ordinance addressed.

Discussion then centered around own-
er notification, the types of buildings the or-
dinance affected, how fast the town would
take action and madification of the wording
of the ordinance.

The town of Morrisville’s Abandoned
Structure ordinance was used as a template
and Cooley and Planning Board Chairman
Griffin Bell discussed the arrangement of
paragraphs for procedural reasons.

Cooley reiterated what has been ex-
plained numerous times — that the aban-
doned structure issue is complaint driven and
town employees won't scout for buildings,
that it only applies to structures meant for
human habitation and not barns and that
his office would make every possible effort to
handle an abandoned structure issue before
any action is taken.

Inthe end the board voted 2-4 to send it
on to the Town Board. Both the Brysons vot-
ed against the ordinance and John Under-
wood left the meeting prior to the vote being
taken. —Jim Lewicki

. BOE continued from page 1

“That percentage is higher than the one
suggested by Ms. Bennett,” he said.

Next Bennett asked why the School
Board has refused to use PLC assessment soft-
ware programs to assess teachers which can
be used on an ongoing basis,.

“Teachers tell me they have to spend
eight out of 18 weeks assessing. You don’t
have to re-invent the wheel here. These pro-
grams are being used by counties in sister
states and they are working well,” she said.

Brigman said he wasn’t exactly sure what
Bennett was referring to in all her comments.

“We have PLCs underway in our district,”
he said. "The new NC Teacher Evaluation
Instrument contains much of this frame-
work.”

According to Carol Waldroop, Director
of Elementary Curriculum for the school sys-
tem, PLCs are part of the new teacher evalu-
ation program and are basically an opportu-
nity for teachers to learn from each other.

“All the schools are scheduling time dur-
ing the day for professional learning com-
munities,” she said. “Research shows that
students make better growth when their
teachers collaborate and use the best possi-
ble instructional techniques.”

Bennett also discussed the system’s read-
ing program and using MAPS programs —
online testing programs — like in other
schools—where results are immediate.

“We have researched the MAPS program
and will not be pursuing this due to the lim-
itations in the data,” said Brigman.

Waldroop said MAPS appearsto be agreat
program, but the school system has limited
computer access for multiple testing sessions.

“We have had to limit our on-line test-

ing because the first priority was to cover the
computer skills curriculum and use the com-
puter labs for the remediation programs we
already have,” said Waldroop. “With our lo-
cal predictive assessments we have been able
to have the reports in teachers’ hands within
a few days of the testing.”

Bennettalso discussed the state’sand the
county’s scholastic standing.

“In 2008-09 North Carolinawas ranked
47™ in the nation in education,” she said.
“And Macon County isn’t even scoring the
state average. “In 2006-07 our scores were
higher, so we are going downhill.”

However, during the Curriculum and
Instruction segment of the meeting, Pat Davis,
Testing Coordinator, said the End of Course
(EOC) test results from the Fall 2009 semes-
ter showed great improvement over previ-
ousyears.

The state changed its testing policy and
now allows for a remediation period follow-
ing the End of Course tests with a retest after
that, and allows the higher score to count.

“We remediated those who didn’t make
the required 3 or 4 level grade on the EOCs,”
she said. “The small amount of students re-
mediated with a second opportunity to retest
was very helpful. Not only does it help the
student but it helps the school’s overall profi-
ciency scores.”

In Highlands, EOC scores after remedi-
ation and retesting were as follows: Algebra |
—90/100; Algebra Il — 86.4/95.4; Biology —
94.1/100; Civics — 87.5/87.5; Geometry —
85.7/85.7; and US History — 64.3/71.42.

The next school board meeting is in
Highlands on March 22 at 6 p.m.

—Kim Lewicki
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e RENOVATE & RENEW e

Wholesale Down Comforters & More!

EVERYDAY SPECIALS:

526-4905

White Goose Down Comforters, Flannel Sheets
& Duvet Covers

New Shipments Every Week
Next to Farmers Market on the Main Street side

Mon.-Sat.
10a.m.-4 p.m.

(828) 526-2874

Larry Rogers Construction Company, Inc.

Serving Highlands and Cashiers from over 25 years ;
Excavating « Grading ¢ Trucking Trackhoe & =
Backhoe ¢ Blasting  Utilities

776 Dillard Road « Highlands

7 "X
BLACK ROCK

Granite & Marble

Located at 2543 Cashiers Rd. across from

Alarge selection of Unique Slabs of Granite, Marble,
Travertine, Soapstone, and Quartz...on site! Experienced
in Custom Granite Fabrication, Custom Cabinetry,
Hardware, Sinks, Faucets ... with Design Services to put it

“Our attention to detail makes the difference.”

Highlands Lawn & Garden
828-787-1100

alltogether!

Eliminate Mold, Mildew, & Radon Immediately!
FREE Radon Testing ¢ Call 828-743-0900

www.drycrawlspaces.com
Dry Crawl TR

Crowl Space €ncapsulation System®

MOUNTAIN

‘GRANITE, INC.

ONLY LOCAL GRANITE SUPPLIER & FABRICATOR

Over 400 Slabs on site, All others available
5385 Hwy 107 North « Glenville, NC « 828-743-0200

Template = Fabrication
Installation

Marble = Travertine « Slate
Soapstone = SileStone
Cambria

. SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from pg 12

were caught camping out for too long in
the lane. Each of us has a destination and
reason for living. We each have some-
thing that contributes to the overall suc-
cess of the team or others. The answers to
these questions are waiting for you in the
Bible. Open it. Read it. Ask God for direc-
tion. But invite Him to walk with you.
His Son died to provide you access to
such life and truth.

Fouling Out: You only get five per-
sonal fouls before you have to leave a bas-
ketball game. With Christ there is always

new mercy. In arelationship with Christ
there is new mercy every morning, great
is His faithfulness (Lam. 3:23) You and |
cannot do anything to cause God to love
us less and we cannot work our way to-
ward Him loving us more. In fact, “God
is love”. (1 John 4:8). To receive this love
and forgiveness, each of us must invite
Him into our hearts. | implore you to ac-
knowledge your need of Him and His for-
giveness. Begin the fantastic journey of
playing the game of life with Him as your
head coach today.
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Whole
Life

The

summer
housSe

Antiques ~ Accessories
Gifts ~ Upholstery

Stop by and see our wide selection of
Local Organic Produce,
Specialty Gourmet Foods, Quality
Supplements, Organic Body Care,
Nartural Health Books & References, &
Local Hand-Crafted Gifs.

"For a Healthier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. 64E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Saturdays 11 am - 4 pm

Call 526-5999 Home of
y Tiger mounTain
DUSty S WoodWorks
Custom Handcrafted Furniture

Let our tasty soups warm
you up on these
cold winter days!

9 kinds to choose from!

The PanTry

Decorative Accessories for Kitchens
and Keeping Rooms

PaTio & Porch
A Designaled

SUMMER § CLASSICS

Store

Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
493 Dillard Road
(828) 526-2762

Visit Our Sale Room
for
Irresistible Savings!

Pescado's
Quesadillas — Tacos — Burritos
Homemade soups &

freshly baked cookies

Open Year Round
Monday - Saturday 10 - 5
Closed Sundays

828-526-5577

2089 Dillard Road Highlands, NC

Monday-Saturday 11-4
Thursday & Friday till 7
Closed on Sundays
226 S. 4" St., Highlands
838-526-9313

Eat right, Live long!

(2 miles from Main Street)
S po rtS P age www.sunlwmerhousehilghlands.com
— ——
g--r..f}r\-.w)) Go to
NV onAr
- highlandsinfo.com
Sandwich Shoppe for

on going weather
conditions and
weather related
photos!

Hours:
Thurs.-Sat: 11a.m.to3p.m.

314 Main Street » 526-3555

e CoNnservATVE POV e

A blast from the past

Disaster Strikes!

After many tortuous hours
of research, my column on
“Iran, the face of Islam” was
nearing completion. I left the
computer for a few hours, and
when | returned, the dreaded
black screen. My work was no-
where to be found. | know,
SAVE IT, STUPID! In an act of

Don Swanson

ple more qualified to lead us
than the boobs in power.

I remember like it was
yesterday taking a bunch of
people | worked with out to
lunch. One of the folks was a
young lady, a capable employ-
ee and agood person, who
had recently attained voting
age. It was campaign time and
the subject of conversation

desperation, | submit the col- Feedback is 4, neqtothe coming election.
umn thatappearedayearago.  encouraged. Email  gpe oj6\ved that she was go-
I'll try to reconstruct the Iran swandonson@dnetret  jng to vote for Carter “because

column for next week.

Are we having a good
time, yet?

believe that those of us who are privi
I leged to have the opportunity to have

their thoughts read by others have a re-
sponsibility to occasionally try to deflect re-
ality and put things on a relatively lighter
note. Itis Friday morning. | have searched
the news and examined my mind to find
some element of good news since | submit-
ted my last column and 1 am coming up
empty.

Many who are reading this column
weren’t around when Jimmy Carter took a
crack at ruining our country. Unfortunately,
I remember well the feeling | had every
morning when | woke up to the reality of
the state of America. There was a thing
called “the Misery Index” that measured
the sense of futility felt by the man on the
street. As Carter’s administration ground
on, the index went higher and higher. |
never wanted to feel that way again.

The best thing that could be said about
Carter’s fiasco was that it took a little while
for him to do his damage. | don’t think peo-
ple realized how bad things were and were
going to be until well into his administra-
tion. The economy went in the crapper, our
status in the world was at a low point and
the Misery Index prospered.

The difference between Carter and
Obama is Obama started digging a hole the
moment he acquired power and is feverish-
ly digging deeper and deeper. Every day he
jetsto a new opportunity to talk down the
economy and remind us that a catastrophe
isimminent. Every newscast tells us that
Iran has enough uranium to produce a
bomb. North Korea tests a long-range mis-
sile. Not his fault but his responsibility. He
wanted it, he’sgot it.

How did we get in this shape? How is
it possible that the voters at one time or an-
other have elected Obama, Biden, Pelosi
and Reid who ended up running our coun-
try? Not trying to be disrespectful or any-
thing, but I swear in aweek | could inter-
view the readers of this paper and find peo-

he deserves a chance”
WHAT??? We saw how that mentality
worked out.

Personally, as | have explained in the
past, when occurrences defy logic or any
reasonable explanation, | attribute them to
the supernatural. In my mind, what isn’t
natural is supernatural in one way or an-
other. How is it possible that in a country
where students pay $40,000 a year to obtain
the best education available, we produce
and elect leaders that have put us in the
mess we're in?

Well, for openers, common sense 101
isn’t in the curriculum of vy League and
other top-tier schools. Nor, evidently, are
honesty, ethics and morality. Where did
these qualities go? My guess is that when
the kids left home for college, they still had
some inkling of good vs bad, right vs
wrong, up vs down. The teachings of Saul
Alinski, Al Gore and other deranged souls
have cleansed young minds of rational
thought.

Over two or three generations, God’s
influence on society has gradually been re-
placed by man’s influence. How's that
working out, folks? So, throw God out of
school, and unGod will and hasfilled the
void. It's physics, my friend. That worked so
well, we are in the process of throwing God
out of the public square.

The result? Obama, Biden, Pelosi and
Reid, not to mention Barney Frank, Chris
Dodd, Eric Holder, Tim Geithner, etc.

I’'m not saying these people are the col-
lective anti-christ. | am saying that we are
being governed by people who forgot, or
never knew, the concept of public service,
the void of which is filled with self-service.

Again we raise the question; how did
these people attain public office? Those
charged with the responsibility of voting
for their leaders evidentially had more
pressing issues at the time preventing them
from giving serious thought to the results of
their choices. Undereducated, misdirected,
caught up in the emotion of the moment? |
don’t know. | do know that God still rules
and sometimes He punishes us, takes away
our toys and puts us on our knees? Not yet?
We'll see.
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NEW POLICY

For-Profit Businesses and
NonProfit Organizations
requesting Promotional or
Press Release space, must
agree to an
advertising arrangement.
Without an arrangement,
only a listing in the

upcoming events calendar will
appear for NonProfits but

no listing will be accepted
for For-Profit Business

events.
To request ad rates and a
publication calendar, email
highlandseditor@aol.com

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
Mondays at 5 p.m.

Rotary Bingo
returns

Expand a child’s world through Lit-
eracy Bingo on Thursday, March 4" in
the Highlands Community Building
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. The Rotary Club
of Highlands and Highlands Literacy
Council have partnered to offer Literacy
Bingo as the first Rotary Bingo of the year.

Our format is the same: $1 per card
per game and there will be 15 games
with the last game a full card Bingo and
a Cash surprise! Half the money paid to
play Bingo becomes prizes and the other
half goes to Literacy. All donations and
table ads given to Literacy Bingo go to
Literacy.

Literacy Bingo is family entertain-
ment— play one card or halfadozenand
get ready for an evening of fun and a lot
of laughs. Refreshments are free and will
be served by young people in Literacy pro-
grams.

Literacy classes and tutoring are
held in the Peggy Crosby Center and serve
children, students and adults through
donations by people whose interest is
helping others learn to read; read better;
tutoring for students and families look-
ing for literacy competence.

The Literacy Bingo theme is simple:
Expand a Child’s World through Litera-
cy.

The Rotary Club of Highlands is li-

Ongoing

* At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital,
various exercise classes all week long. Call 828-526-1FIT.

Sundays

* Aftershock Youth meets every Sunday Night at 6:30
p.m. downstairs at Cullasaja Assembly of God at 6201
Highlands Road, Franklin, NC. Contact youth ministers
Seth & Sarha Henegar at 828 369-7540 ext 203.

« Christ Anglican Church, Highlands-Cashiers will be
sharing facilities with Whiteside Presbyterian Church (PCA)
of Cashiers, beginning with the first Sunday of the New
Year, Jan. 3, 2010. Whiteside PCA is located at 621 US
Highway 64(W), Cashiers, NC 28717. The service time for
Christ Anglican will be 9 a.m. each Sunday morning, start-
ing on January 3. Everyone is invited to come and be part of
this historic symbiosis of two orthodox Christian churches.
Watch these pages for new worship and teaching opportuni-
fies.

Mon. & Wed,

+ Pilates Classes at the Jane Woodruff Clinic, 1st floor,
atH-C Hospital taught by Sandie Trevathan at 4 p.m. Amat
class for all levels. Forinfo call 526-5852. (4/15)

Mon. & Thurs.

* Yoga On the Mat at the Episcopal Church of the
Incarnation on Main Street. Enter through single door facing
Mountain Fresh. Upper Level Jones Hall. Winter Hours:
Monday at 8:30 a.m. and Thursday at 10:45 a.m. Bring your
mat. 828-482-2128. $10/hour. (4/29)

Mon., Wed., Fri.

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec Park.
8:30-9:30 a.m. $20/month.

« Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec Park, 8-
9a.m. $10 per class or $50 a month.

FirstMondays

« Participate in your hospital by joining the Auxiliary of
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Auxiliary meetings are
held the first Monday of each month at 10 a.m. atthe hospital.

Mondays

* Closed AA meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the Episcopal
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and Upcoming Events

Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Tuesdays

* Tuesday After School Classes for grades K-6 are
held weekly at The Bascom in Highlands. To register or for
more information, visit www.thebascom.org or call (828)
526-4949 ext. 100.

* Clogging Lessons at the Rec Park. 5 p.m. Leather
shoes recommended and tap shoes can be ordered. For
more information, call Joyce Doerter at 877-6618. $30/mth.

+ Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the High-
lands Conference Center.

* Closed AAWomen's meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the Epis-
copal Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Tuesdays & Wednesdays

+ Zumba Classes at the Rec Park. Aerobic/dance/
toning. No dance experience necessary. One-hour. $5/
class. Tuesdays, 11:30-12:30, Wednesdays Zumba Gold/
Beginner, 9:30-10:15 a.m. Call Mary K. Barbour at 828-
342-2498.

Wednesdays

* Wednesday Preschool Creativity Classes for Par-
entand Child (ages 2 1/2-5) are held weekly at The Bas-
comin Highlands. To register or for more information, visit
www.thebascom.org or call (828) 526-4949 ext. 100.

» AFREE After School Program at Highlands United
Methodist Church. Children are picked up at school, taken
to the church, have a snack, helped with homework time
and supervised playing on the playground and participate in
amusic program. Children are dismissed at 5:30 pmin time
for dinner in the fellowship hall. For information, call 526-
3376.

* The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary meets at Ruka’s
Table at 163 Main Street in Wright Square in Highlands at
7:30 a.m. Visitors are welcome. If you are new to the
Highlands area we invite you to join us for breakfast and our
meeting.

*Men'sinterdenominational Bible Study at8:30 a.m.at
First Baptist Church.

* The Homegrown Buds, a homeschool 4-H club,

NAMI Family-to-Family Education —
afree, 12 session program for relatives and
friends of people diagnosed with a mental
illness — will be offered in Franklin from
6:30-9 p.m. starting March 16.

Sponsored by NAMI Appalachian
South, the local affiliate of the National
Alliance on Mental IlIness, the course
provides up-to-date information about
bipolar disorders, schizophrenia, clinical
depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder
and other mental illnesses.

Trained family members teach the
course, which balances education and skills
training with self-care, emotional support
and empowerment. The curriculum,
developed by a clinical psychologist with
an ill family member, is a best practice
model and has been taught nation wide.

Some comments from previous
attendees:

“It let me know that | am not alone”.

“I felt like | had been under water for a
long time. The Family-to-Family class let
me surface and take a deep breath.”

“It helped save my son’s life.”

“You Are Not Alone”
Learn about Mental

lliness

“Finally, concrete information about
biological brain disorders. It changed my
life”

“By far the most pertinent, informative
and family oriented class | have ever taken”.
This extensive curriculum covers:

» Coping skills, and handling crisis
and relapses

e Listening and communication
techniques

= Problem solving, setting limits and
rehabilitation

« Understanding the experiences of
someone living with a mental illness

» Medications and their side effects

e Connecting to and receiving
community services and

e Advocacy
discrimination.

Classssize is limited. Pre-registration is
required. To register or learn more contact:

Ann 828 369-7385, Debbie 912 481-
2339, or Carl 706 746-5139

Funded by a grant from Macon County
Community Fund and a gift from the Neidig
Family Foundation.

and fighting
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meets atnoon at the Macon County Library on Siler Road in
Franklinat 1 p.m.

Wednesdays & Fridays

+ OpenAAmeeting at noon at the Episcopal Church at
Fifth and Main streets.

Every 3rd Wednesday

« Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian Fellow-
ship Hall in Franklin. A$5 soup-supper will be served at 5:30
p.m. Study sessions will begin at 6:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation call 828-524-6777 or 706-746-9964.

Thursdays

+ Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church on

=See EVENTS page 10

Ruby Cinema

Hwy 441, Franklin, NC
524-2076

Feb.26-March 4

COP OUT
rated R
Friday: 4:25, 7:10, 9:25
Saturday: 2:10, 4:25, 7:10, 9:25
Sunday: 2:10, 4:25, 7:10
Mon + Wed: 4:25, 7:10
Tues + Thurs: 2:10, 4:25, 7:10

SHUTTER ISLAND
rated R
Friday: 4:30, 7, 9:30
Saturday: 2, 4:30, 7, 9:30
Sunday: 2, 4:30, 7
Mon + Wed: 4:30, 7
Tues + Thurs: 2, 4:30, 7

VALENTINE’S DAY
rated PG-13
Friday: 4:20, 7:05, 9:20
Saturday: 2:05, 4:20, 7:05, 9:20
Sunday: 2:05, 4:20, 7:05
Mon + Wed: 4:20, 7:05
Tues + Thurs: 2:05, 4:20, 7:05

PERCY JACKSON AND
THE OLYMPIANS:

THE LIGHTNING THIEF
rated PG
Friday: 7:10
Saturday: 2:10, 7:10
Sunday: 2:10, 7:10
Mon + Wed: 7:10
Tues + Thurs: 2:10, 7:10

THE WOLFMAN
rated R
Friday: 4:20, 9:20
Saturday: 4:20, 9:20
Sunday: 4:20
Mon + Wed: 4:20
Tues + Thurs: 4:20
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g  Ongoing and Upcoming Events

Main and Fifth streets.

1%t & 34 Thursdays

*NAMI Appalachian South (National Alliance on Mental
Iliness) will have a support group meeting the first and third
Thursday of each month.For information contact Carole Light,
Ph.D. at828-526-9769 or Ann Nandea at 828-369-7385

Every Third Saturday

* The Highlands Memorial Post #370 of the American
Legion meets at the Shortoff Baptist Church. Breakfast is at
9am. Meeting is at 10 a.m. All veterans are invited to attend.

Every Fourth Saturday

« Friends of Panthertown work days, are the fourth
Saturday of each month. (Time and location varies). Volun-
teers needed to maintain trails. For more information, contact
Nina Elliott at 828-526-9938 (ext 258).

Saturdays

« Saturday Art School for grades K-8 is held weekly at
The Bascom in Highlands. To register or for more informa-
tion, visit www.thebascom.org or call (828) 526-4949 ext.
100.

+At Cyprus International Restaurant, live music begin-

ning at 9 p.m. No cover.

+ At Highlands Wine & Cheese, Falls on Main, Wine
Flights from 4-6:30 p.m. Five wines, artisan cheeses and
specialty foods. $19 per person.

+ NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m. of the
ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Community Church,
242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-0365.

Thursday, Feb. 25

* The Macon County Soccer Club will have a final
registration date for the Spring soccer season from6 p.m.-8
p.m. at the at the Highlands Recreation Park in Highlands.
Parents are encouraged to print out the registration form
online and bring it with them to the registration. Children age
4.and up are welcome and will be placed on teams accord-
ing to age. The registration fee is $50 for players returning
from the fall season and $60 for new registrations. The regis-
tration fee covers uniform (jersey, shorts and socks), state
registration and referee fees. A$5 discount is available for
siblings. All new players must provide a photocopy of their
birth certificate. For more information visit http://
www.maconsoccer.net or contact Marlene Lane at 828-421-

WCU Faculty Showcase at
First Presbyterian March 7

on Church Street and on 5% Street.

The music committee of First Presbyterian Church and the music department
of Western Carolina University will co-sponsor a faculty showcase concert
at 4 p.m. on Sunday, March 7. Featured will be Eldred Spell, flute, Judith
Gilbert, flute, and Andrew Adams, piano. The free concert will take place
at First Presbyterian Church, 471 Main Street. Handicap entrances are located

2175.

* AnAmerican Red Cross Adult CPR/AED and First
Aid Basics course will be conducted by the Macon County
Public Health Center. The course will be held on Thursday,
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 pm at the Macon County Public Health
Center at 1830 Lakeside Drive. Participants must pre-regis-
terand pre-pay at the Macon County Public Health Center
before Monday, Feb. 22. Call Jennifer at 349-2439.

Thurs-Sun, Feb, 25-28

« Highlands-Cashiers Players to perform The Dixie
Swim Club at PAC, 8 p.m. and 2 p.m on Sundays. For
ticketinformation, call 526-8084.

Friday, Feb. 26

» Macon County Mental Health Task Force will meet
on Friday from 9-11 a.m. in Meeting Rooms A/B at the
Health and Human Services Building in Franklin.

Sat. Feb. 27

« Friends of Panthertown Volunteer Work Day. Meet at
9:30 a.m. atthe Salt Rock trailhead. Anyone interested in
volunteering is welcome to attend - no previous experience
is necessary. Tools will be provided. Participants should
bring a day pack with lunch, water, warm clothes, rain gear
and work gloves. For directions and details about upcoming
work days go call Nina Elliott at 828-526-9938 (ext 258).

* Franklin Panthers 10U Travel Baseball Team will be
holding try-outs on Saturday at Noon at the Little League
Field in Franklin. Anyone interested should make arrange-
ments to attend. For more information please contact Chris
Schofield at 828-371-2001.

Sat. & Sun., Feb. 27-28 or Mon.-Tues., Mar. 1- 2

* Australian photographer Greg Newington will teach
aone-and-a-half day field/studio workshop, “Winter Light—
Using Light, Composition and Texture in Photography,” at
The Bascom. Costis $150 for Bascom members and $175
for non-members. Registration s going on now. To register,
call (828) 526-4949 ext. 100 or visit www.thebascom.org.

Sunday, Feb. 28

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a strenuous
7.5-mile hike to London Bald from Appletree campground
with an elevation change of 2000 feet. Meet at the Nantahala
Club House on Carl Slagle road in Franklin at 8:30 a.m.
Drive 45 miles round trip. Call Chris Shaw, 371-0183, for
reservations.

Monday, March 1

* The February 22 meeting of the Macon County
Board of Commissioners recessed to 6 p.m. on Monday,
March 1 in the Board Room on the 3rd floor of the Court-
house. The regular meeting scheduled for March 8 has been
cancelled.

March 4-March 12

+ Highlands School will have a Scholastic Book Fair
beginning Thursday, March 4 in the Media Center andis a
major fundraiser for the library. The hours are 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
daily. The Book Fair will also be open from 5-6 pm before
the PTO meeting on Thursday, March 4.

Thursday, March 4

*Rotary’s Literacy Bingo at the Community Building
6:30-8:30 p.m. $1 agame.

HCPS ‘Dixie Swim Club’ a fun night out

=T —-...

The Highlands-Cashiers Players’
mid-winter production will help you for-
get your winter blues.

The Dixie Swim Club is set in a beach
house on the Outer Banks on the North
Caroline shore — home for one weekend
each summer to a group of five women
who have known each other since their
college swim team days.

Each character is a distinct personal-
ity type and again, HCP and director Rick
Siegel has done a great job casting the play.

Jenny King, who plays Sheree, is the
athletic, organized, mother-hen who
keeps everyone straight. Betsy Miller,
though new to the HCP scene, seems at
home as Lexi, the self-absorbed, nipped
and tucked friend, who changes husbands
regularly. Carla Gates plays Dinah, the
hard-drinking, career woman of the
bunch who has no use for marriage. Lee
Lyons, is perfectly suited as Vernadette,

who is as quirky and as colorful as they
come. Mary Adair Leslie, does a great job
segueing from Sister Jeri (nun) to mid-
life, single Mom.

The banter between the girls spans
decades and illustrates the ups and downs
of their lives both with humor and poi-
gnancy.

As usual, the set is great — sunroom
with a “view” and all. The view was paint-
ed by artist Diane McPhail and really adds
dimension to the scenery,

So romp through the ages with this
cast of five friends and forget — at least for
a couple hours — that it’s still winter in
Highlands.

The show opens tonight, Thursday,
Feb. 25 at 7:30 p.m. and is catered by Oak
Street Café. It continues through the week-
end and then is on stage again next week
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, March 5-7.

For ticket information, call 526-8084.




Greetings again from
San Juan, Argentinal

» Tucker Bates is the Highlands Rotary Exchange Stu-
dent from Highlands School. This is his second story about
life in Argentina.

By Tucker Bates
t'sactually late summer here, with temperatures still oc
I casionally exceeding 110. Even during summer break,
life here has been as busy as ever. From the day school
ended in late October until now | have spent much of my
time traveling. I'll start there.

The day school ended | boarded a bus to Cordoba, sev-
eral hoursto the east, to begin a 17-day journey south
through Patagonia with other Rotary exchange students.
This trip is famous throughout Rotary, and | had been look-
ing forward to it months before even leaving for Argenti-
na!

In Cordoba we met up with 50+ other students: 30
Germans, 10 Americans, four Belgians, four Frenchmen,
two Canadians, and a Norwegian or two. Our multicultur-
al group boarded a very nice, double-decker bus. (A note
about the bus: For the entire trip, four of us Americans
commandeered the front-most part of the bus’ upper level,
which was surrounded by glass on 3 sides. It was as if we
were cruising through Patagonia in our personal IMAX
theater ... amazing!)

After 20+ hrs we arrived in Puerto Madryn, asmall
coastal city famous for the whales that come to breed near-
by. On our second day in Puerto Madryn, all of exchange
students piled on a boat and went whale watching in a
nearby bay. Whales were everywhere and soon became
comfortable with the boat. They began jumping out of the
water and smacking their tails close enough that it
splashed some of the kids! A little sunburned but very hap-
py, we all loaded back on the bus and headed for Calafate.

After another 20+ hrs we arrived in Calafate. At that
point we were getting pretty deep into Patagonia. Snow-
capped mountains surrounded us and it was actually get-
ting cold. “Parque Nacional los Glaciares” is home to the
glacier Perito Moreno, one of the only glaciers in the world
that is not shrinking. The first day there the whole group
went out to see and take pictures of the glacier.

The second day a group of us paid a few more pesos
and returned to the glacier to go on a mini trek. We took a
boat to the base of the glacier and, with our crampons on,
set off onto the glacier. We slowly hiked for about an hour
up and down the frozen waves of ice that lined the glacier
until we came across a small table covered with glasses.
One of the guides then chipped ice from the glacier and
the other pulled out a big jar of whiskey, much to the de-
light of the Europeans. So there we were standing on top of
aglacier in the middle of Patagonia drinking whiskey ....
that was another one of those “only in Argentina” mo-
ments.

We left Calafate and headed to Ushuaia, the “town at
the end of the world.” We finally arrived in the middle of
the night after a 30+ hour bus/ferry ride and promptly
went to sleep. The next day we went down to the sea side
and hopped on a boat in the Beagle Channel to go see
some wildlife. After seeing countless sea lions, seals, and
birds we returned back to the town. We cruised around
Ushuaia for the rest of the day and began our trek back
north the next day.

36+ hours later we unloaded in the small town of Es-
quel to spend the night. We had a free afternoon to explore
the small town that reminded me of home. After a very
good night's sleep we got back on the bus and headed to
our next stop, Bariloche. We drove “the scenic route”
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(which roughly translates as “road from hell”’) through
the Los Alerces Parque Nacional where our huge tour bus
became stuck in the thick mud! We all got off and walked
to anearby field to eat our picnic lunch. We arrived a little
later than expected that afternoon back in Bariloche.

Bariloche is the “boliche” (night club) capital of Ar-
gentina.

On our first night, all of the 50+ exchange students
went out to dance! We went to a five-story club designed
like acave ... incredible! We essentially took over the club
and danced until around four in the morning! After visit-
ing another National Park, we got back on the bus to
make the long trek back up to Cordoba and finally back
home again in San Juan.

I'm now in my 4th and final month of summer
break. What time hasn’t been spent traveling has been
used to improve my Spanish at the pool, indoor soccer
fields, and the gym (all intended to keep the dulce de
leche (sweet coffee) and asados (barbeques) in check.)

Because of the extreme temperatures, these activities
often occur later in the day until around 10 p.m.

The Patagonia Lighthouse

I'm pleased to report that my Spanish is much im-
proved, but I still appreciate the patience of my friends and
trainers as | learn more specialized vocabulary. And while
learning the vocabulary of Argentine soccer was relatively
easy, learning to play like an Argentine has been a very dif-
ferent story!

School starts back in the middle of March and I'm ac-
tually ready to return to my classes and friends. My class-
mates were very tolerant of my limited Spanish during the
first part of the year, and now I'm looking forward to be-
coming even better friends with them.

I have been here for nearly six months with only four
remaining! As more time passes it also seems to go by that
much faster. Many thanks for your support and prayers. Ev-
ery message and letter is appreciated. Mi amor a todos!

- —
= - e

= - w—d

Bariloche -- the nightclub capitol of Argentina
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* SPRITUALLY SPEAKING ®

e PLACES OF WORSHIP

What does basketball have
to do with the Bible?

Pastor Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

s I write this article, the regular Highlands basket

Alsaall season is about to come to end and the post
eason will soon begin. | have really enjoyed go-

ing to this year’s basketball games. There is a real sense
of community. The teams act as a rallying point for a lot
of great families, teachers and coaches. It’s cool! Con-
gratulations on a fun season to all the Highlands basket-
ball teams, cheerleaders and coaches!

| have played basketball for the majority of my life.
Believe me when | say there are many spiritual life les-
sons to be learned between the baselines. Many say it is
the greatest game on earth. So what does basketball have
in common with living out life and experiencing an au-
thentic relationship with Christ?

Double-dribbling: Living life on purpose means that
you know why you are alive and for what purpose you
exist. Most of us get into trouble when we become dou-
ble-minded. The word “double” comes from the word
doubt. Do you have doubts about why you here? Do you
doubt how real God can be to you? Double mindedness
is a lot like double-dribbling. It causes you to have to
give up possession of what you need most, the opportu-
nity to reach your own goal. You and | exist to receive
love from God and to enjoy Him throughout your life.
There is no one like Him. We all need a real relationship
with Christ. Double-minded men and women are unstable
in all they do—(James 1:8).

Taking a Charge: Many basketball fans enjoy seeing
a defensive player who will not give up his position as
his opponent comes at them with the ball. A good de-
fensive player takes a charge for the team. In life things
seem to charge at us all the time, such as financial stress,
relationship problems, sickness or the loss of a loved
one. How are we to stand up under the weight as these
huge opponents charge at us. How about God taking the
charge with you? He is really into helping us with things
like this. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.
Stand firm in the faith... (Eph. 6:13-14). | can’t imagine
living without God’s help in dealing with charging
problems.

Three Second Violations: The day is approaching
when this life will end. When each of us look back on
our lives what will we see? What will others say about us
in our absence? Hopefully we didn’t just stand around.
Hopefully we had a mission, a direction, a purpose. In
basketball, a three second violation really means you

=See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 7

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School - 10 a.m., Worship-11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting — 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Chapel of Sky Valley
Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999
Pastors residence: 706-746-5770
Sundays: 10 a.m. — Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
Worshipping at the facilities of
Whiteside Presbyterian Church, Cashiers
Sunday: Holy Communion - 9:00 a.m.
Sunday: Adult Forum - 10:30, Buck’s Coffee Cafe,
Cashiers
Monday: Evening Bible Study and Supper - 6:00
p-m., members’ homes
Wednesday: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First
Baptist Church, Highlands
Thursday: Women's Prayer Group - 10:30 a.m.,
members; homes
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Prayer —6:30 p.m.

Evening Service — 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com « 526-4685
Pastor Gary Hewins
3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands
Sundays: 9:30am Sunday School; 10:30 am;
Children's/Family Program; 10:45 Worship; 5 p.m.,
Middle and HS student ministeries;
Tuesdays: 9:30 a.m. Womens Bible Study
Wednesdays: 5 p.m. Dinner, 6 p.m. Children/
student/adult programs
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
The Rev. Brian Sullivan — Rector: 526-2968
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite I1)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.
Monday: 4 p.m. Womens Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Mens Cursillo Group
4:30 PM. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 PM. Choir Practice
Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Daughters of the King
= Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor = 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.; 6: p.m.
(nursery provided)

Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner 5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School - 9:30
a.m.; Youth - 6:30 p.m.; Choir-7:15
Wednesdays: Dinner —5:30 p.m.; Team Kids — 6
p.m.; Prayer —6:15 p.m., Choir-7:30 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor
Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship - 11 a.m.; Sun. School - 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. — Mens Bible Discussion &
Breakfast
Wednesdays — Choir -7
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Sixth Street
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study -7
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy
526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.; 5 p.m.
Youth Group
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 - children, youth, & adults
studies; 6:15 — Adult choir
(nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 - Womens Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road - 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group
9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion —10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Matt Shuler, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Choir-6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. -7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor
Parish office, 526-2418
Sunday Mass-9 a.m.

Saturday Mass — Mem Day through Oct. — 6 pm
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School -10 a.m.; Worship-11 a.m. &7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. — 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-10:45 a.m.;
Evening Worship -6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth -7 p.m.

For more information call 526-3212.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.

Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study — 7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive = 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship-11 a.m.

Child Care-10:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Religious Education-11a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Youth from 8th - 12th grades meet the second
Sunday of each month from 5-7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
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ly over $400,000, paid for by Dade County
taxpayers. Tommy received three whole-
some meals a day and clean sheets on his
bed every day. He wore doctor’s scrubs, giv-
en to him by the night nurses who had
grown fond of him. He also had two teeth
filled by the hospital’s dentist intern.

Tommy’'s rehabilitation was coming to
an end. Once released, he would return to
the hospital twice daily for his Methadone,
aclinical drug substitute for heroin, and
would continue receiving therapy for mo-
tor and muscular control as an outpatient.
Tommy Lee was making his comeback and
would return to the streets of Liberty City
with avengeance.

**kk

Madison went to Paris with her par-
ents and, as Sister Ellen suspected, was in-
fluenced to stay in Miami and attend the
University. Her transition from Madonna
Academy’s little princess to an unknown
college freshman was a smooth one. She
was well liked, not only by her fellow fresh-
men, but several juniors and one senior
had actually taken Madison under her
wing, making sure she made all the right
decisions on campus.

Rumors had already started that Madi-
son would be invited to pledge for Alpha
Beta Capa after the first semester, to the
chagrin of several seniors who comment-
ed, “Oh, God, not another Catholic.” Madi-
son had also been invited to join the Uni-
versity’s Junior League for Women, a pomp-
ous group who, nonetheless, did remark-
able charity work within the Miami area,
particularly in the depressed areas of Liber-
ty City and Liberia to the north.

Madison’s first assignment was to as-
sista young mother of four fatherless chil-
dren. Darlene Washington had her first
child at the age of 14 and had been on wel-
fare all of her adult life. Since the death of
her mother, Darlene was forced to quit her
job and care for her children, two of whom
had not reached school age.

Having Madison’s assistance was a
god-send for the Washington children and
Darlene and Madison had grown fond of
each other. Because of Madison’s Christian
influence, Darlene would dress herself and
her children each Sunday morning to at-
tend the 2" Avenue Baptist Church where
she assisted in the Bible school program.
Madison would sometimes attend herself
and the pastor would chuckle to himself,
looking out over a sea of black to see Madi-
son’s white face standing out like spilled
milk on black parchment.

Darlene could not read or write well,
but she knew her Bible. As alittle girl, her
mamma read from the Bible each evening
after dinner. Darlene wanted to get her
GED but couldn’t find the time to attend
night school. Madison had convinced her
parents that Darlene was worth their atten-
tion.

With the Knight family’s financial as-
sistance, the two youngest Washington
children attended a Christian day care cen-

ter out of the Liberty City area. Darlene had
returned to work part-time as a short-order
cook at Tyrone’s Soul Food Emporium and
had enrolled at night school, attending
twice a week while neighbors volunteered
to watch her children. Often Madison
would volunteer to baby sit, arriving at the
Washington apartment with arms full of
homework.

Madison’s parents worried about her
being in such a high-crime neighborhood
after dark and arrangements were made for
apaid off-duty campus policeman to stay
with Madison when her volunteer work
took her out at night. When Madison baby-
sat the Washington children, she was only
eight blocks from Tommy’s pad.

Part three, the final chapter, will be pre-
sented next Thursday.

... HIS & HERS
continued from page 6

the Donner party we’d recently watched on
PBS, and felt humbled.

On Friday, | had a special treat. My
good friend, Button, and | decided to have a
girls’ day out. Since the road was still a
stinker, | emptied the contents of my hand-
bag into a knapsack, and with the aid of
two walking sticks, trudged ¥2 mile down
the mountain to the Dillard Road, where
Button was waiting for me. What a wonder-
ful day! We trudged around Highlands, had
asplendid lunch at The Sports Page, took
in a few shops, but mostly just hung out
and chatted. We should do this more often,
even when I’'m on mayonnaise duty.

The hike back up the mountain was
less easy — uphill most of the way. While
stopping for breath, | took in the sounds of
the mountain, mostly the gurgling of water
coming from defrosting snow. How sel-
dom we make ourselves quiet enough to
hear nature! It's our loss.

John should be back tomorrow. The
living room is cleaner, and I've had plenty
of time to catch up on old episodes of Law
& Order. The mountain of e-mails haunt-
ing the in-box of my computer has gone
down, too, although why people are trying
to sell me products to enhance a body part |
don’t even possess escapes me. My piles of
Glamour magazines are rather obsessed
with that sort of thing, too, as the cover
teasers seem to prove. “Men’s new sexual
needs”, “Let’s talk about sex!,” and “Sexy &
Happy at 20, 30, 40” are just a few of their
topics. I guess if you take the last one to
heart, at 59, | shouldn’t expect to be either
sexy or happy. Sigh.

When | was a teenager, my mother en-
couraged me to read Mrs. Mike, a real-life
love story set in the Canadian wilderness
about a Mountie and the city girl from Bos-
ton whom he marries. What Katherine
Mary Flannigan went through makes my
six days look awfully tame. I wonder if she
was expected to know where the mayon-
naise was, and of course, there’s that burn-
ing question. Did she ever run out of basil?
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Come see what you've been missing!

WE PROMISE

to serve you the best
angus burgers & grilled
chicken, hand cut french
fries, & comfort food
. specials in Highlands
Grill Opens at 11am

e—
BUILDING COMMUNITY THROUGH GOOD FoOD

Check out our Spot On Specials:
$2.99 PET Dairy Milk galion

$1.99
$1.99
$0.39
$1.99

Buy 1
Get 1
FREE

Morning Fresh Orange Juice 1/2 gallon
USDA Choice Ground Beef pound

Dole / Delmonte Bananas pound
Pepperidge Farm Sandwich Bread loaf

Lays Chips Assorted Large Bags

you're gonna need a really

BIG BAG

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

kCorner of 5th & Main in Highlands, NC Grill Opens at 11am 828-526-2400 Y,
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e BusINESS NEWS e

CPR taught at hospital

Karen Hendricks, RN and Director of Educational Resources
at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital (left) demonstrates proper
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) techniques to Ernest
Curtis of Highlands (right) during an educational course held
at the hospital’s Jane Woodruff Clinic last Wednesday. The
course taught to staff, volunteers and community members
is part of an ongoing program of continuing education
provided by HCH’s education department. Hendricks, an
approved provider of continuing nursing education, states
“By becoming an approved provider, our facility can provide
our nurses the convenient opportunity to obtain continuing
education creditand improve their skills.” This CPR course,
offered monthly, is also open to members of the community.
In addition to the CPR training, HCH also offers courses in
Advanced Cardiac Life Support, Pediatric Advanced Life
Support, First Aid, Automated External Defibrillator (AED),
and a variety of other courses related to nursing clinical
practice. For a schedule of courses contact the Education
Departmentat HCH. Please call: 526 1243 or 526-1247.

MC Schools awarded
district accreditation

Dr. Daniel Brigman announced today that Macon
County Schools System was granted District Accreditation
from the AdvancED Accreditation Commission, the national
commission that confers the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School
Improvement (SACS CASI) accreditation seal. This means
that the district and all of its schools are accredited, and that
Macon County is recognized across the nation as a quality
school system.

The accreditation process involves three ongoing
components: 1) meeting high quality standards; 2)
implementing a continuous process of improvement; and
3) engaging in quality assurance through internal and
external review. The district’s accreditation is for a five-year
term with regular monitoring of progress and reporting
occurring during the term.

“District Accreditation as conferred by the AdvancED
Accreditation Commission provides Macon County Schools
a nationally-recognized mark of quality for our district and
all the schools within our district,” shared Dr. Brigman. “It
demonstrates to our community our commitment to
excellence, our openness to external review and feedback,
and our desire to be the best we can be on behalf of the
students we serve.”

Dr. Mark Elgart, President/CEO of AdvancED, said,
“District Accreditation is a rigorous process that focuses the
entire school system on the primary goal of creating lifelong
learners. Macon County Schools System is to be commended
for engaging in this process and demonstrating a
commitment to continuous improvement.”

Parents and interested community members can learn
more about the District Accreditation Process at www.advanc-
ed.org.

= The Southern Assaciation of Colleges and Schools Council
on Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS CASI) is a
nongovernmental, voluntary agency that accredits nearly 13,000
public and non-public institutions throughout the world. SACS
CASI serves 11 Southern states — Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia, as well as the countries
of Mexico, Central and South America, islands of the Caribbean,
and other geographic areas.

PoLice & FIRE REPORTS

The following are the Highlands Police Dept. log entries
from Feb. 11. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor, or public officials have been used.

Feb. 11

At 11:30 a.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident at U.S.
64 and S. 2nd Street.

Feb. 17

+At8:20 a.m., officers responded to a call about a truck in the road
atS. 4th and Main streets.

+ At 10:58 a.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident at
Raoul and Rocky Hill roads.

During the week, police officers responded to 6 alarms and issued
1 citations.

The following are the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log
entries from Feb. 17:
Feb. 17

*At11:18 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a
medical call at a residence on Rainbow Road. The victim was taken to the
hospital.

Feb. 20

*At11:19 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a resident on
Country Club Drive caused by a broken water line.

Feb. 21

*At1:29 a.m., the dept. responded to a one-vehicle accident on N.
4th Street. There were no injuries.

+At8:19 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a
medical call at a residence on Pine Street. [t was cancelled.

Feb. 22

At 4 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence on
Country Club Drive. It was cancelled by the alarm company.

Feb. 23

*At1:23 p.m. the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence on
Dog Mountain Road. It was false.

State awards County
tax office for
achievement, progress

Commission Chair Ronnie Beale presenting Joseph E.
Hunt Distinguished Jurisdiction Award for Small Coun-
ties to the Macon County Tax Office. Beale is pictured
with Tax Administrator Richard Lightner and some of
the departments staff.

At Monday’s Macon County Commission meeting, the
tax assessor’s office was commended for receiving the Joseph
E. Hunt Distinguished Jurisdiction Award for small counties
for the third time.

The award is given each year to the counties and tax
officials for achievement in areas of property tax assessment
and or collection, and the implementation of a project or
endeavors that enhance the overall effectiveness of a county
tax department.

The department won the award in 2006, 2007 and in
2009.

Incorporating YOTTA, a computerized-assisted mass
appraisal software to access and update all property records
in the field, helped snag the award for the county.

Macon County is the first county in the state to use this
third party software program. It cost the county just $25,000
—substantially less than the $500,000 to $1 million itwould
have cost to replace the county’s system with new software.

Now appraisers can access and update all property cards,
GIS maps, aerial maps, GPS location, property improvement
pictures, sales data, zoning, flood maps, and other vital infor-
mation in the field.

The records can then be updated with a series of menu-
driven screens and stored until uploaded in the county’s main
computer system. The system gives all appraisers the infor-
mation they need at the property site they are reviewing.

The improvements continue the modernization of Ma-
con County’s records and service to the general public.

Over the years, the county tax office has been a leader in
the state with technology development and implementa-
tion; property digital pictures being available on the web and
in the field, electronic property maps and cards in the field,
searchable data base on the web.

Despite the downturn in the economy last year, Tax Ad-
ministrator Richard Lightner and Finance Director Evelyn
Southard reported tax payments “were real close to last year.”

“In fact, we are a little ahead of this time last year,” said
Lightner. “In 2009 we had 97.7% of property taxes paid and
so far we are a little ahead in 2010.”

Other than motor vehicles, the budgeted levy for pro-
pety tax for 2009-2010 was $22.695,000. The budgeted amount
for prior years (unpaid butstill collectible) is $600,000.

Motor vehicle taxes continue to lag behind real property
tax payments. At the end of January abut $600,000 has been
paid of the near $100,000 billed. Southard said about $355,000
is outstanding.

As of July 1, 2011, a new software program will be in
place statewide which will ensure vehicle taxes are paid. With
this centralized system, when people pay for their tags, they
will have to pay for the tax at the same time, said Lightner,

The commissioner commended the tax administrator
and his department for it continued good work.

—Kim Lewicki
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e FROM THE STUDENT'S EYE e

How to enjoy the wind in your hair

School and ended with a photo fit for

“America’s Most Wanted,” but the difficul-
ty of getting my license paid off! North Caro-
lina is definitely one of the more challenging
states in which to become a licensed driver.
However, the long and complicated process
makes our state one of the safest places to
drive your car.

Between driver's education, a written
long test, a six hour lesson, a vision and road
signs test, another short written test, a year of
practice, and finally a road test: getting your
driver’s license can seem like a daunting task.
| find the wide-open view from the driver’s
seat well worth the hassle.

Week one on the road to freedom will be

I t started with one week at Blue Ridge

Ashlyn Ward

spent in a classroom filled with scary tests,
scarier looking classmates, and a growling
stomach. No fear: driver’s ed (while cleverly
disguised as terror) is actually a blast. The
long lectures, quizzes, and movies will more
than prepare you for the one hundred ques-
tion written test Although you can opt out of
this class and simply take a two hundred
question test, | highly recommend the
course. It will help immensely with future
tests and questions you have while driving,
such as: who has right of way and exactly
why you should wear your seatbelt. If you
bring a notebook, pencil, and your “listening
ears”, you'll be well equipped for this class.
Despite appearances, the other students
merely want to pass the class and will not eat

Friday, Feb. 19, The Girls’ Clubhouse worked with
Sara Mayer at The Food Pantry bagging rice and
beans. Pictured above from left are Veronica
Garcia, Meredith Garren and Claudia Lewis. Left
is Shannon Welch, Elizabeth Houston and
McKinley Mosely.

The food pantry located on Spring Street is open each
Monday afternoon from 3:30-5:30 p.m. It is operated by
volunteers who come from every church in the community
and thecommunity at large. Itissponsored by The International
Friendship Center and Highlands United Methodist Church
and isopento anyone in the areawho needsfood onaregular
basis or in an emergency situation. The pantry isarranged like
a grocery store and clients are allowed to choose from the
shelves.

Many local churches accept food or donations from
members and deliver to the pantry. The public is invited to
donate food items, especially dry beans, rice, cooking oil and
canned fruits and juices, which can be left at the entrance to
the fellowship hall of the Methodist Church on Main Street.

Food Pantry available for
‘emergency food’ or weekly groceries

-

i %

Photos by Kim Lewicki
With funding from individual donations, churchesand grants,
volunteers shop for food from Manna Food Bank and local
businesses. They try always to have fresh produce, meat and/or
eggs inaddition to boxed and canned items.

There are many dedicated volunteerswho give much time
and effort, but more are always needed. There are many ways to
help. Each week, food is unpacked and place on the shelves by
ateamn of volunteers. Others unpack produce and prepare it for
display, still others shop for the food, and others spend one
Monday afternoon amonth operating the open pantry.

Anyone who could volunteer to help in any way for this
very important project might call Mary Heffington at 526-
3671 or Jane McDade at 526-9588.

you. Don't forget a lunch and remember to smile at your
fellow students, you'll be sharing the road with them soon
enough.

Before you know it, you'll be out of the classroom and
into the driver’s seat. Six hours with the instructor isa long
time, but the experience of driving while sharing a brake
with your fearless passenger is invaluable. You'll be sharing
the car with other license hopefuls. While this means hav-
ing an audience for your mistakes, you'll also share the joy
of your accomplishments. | recommend holding in
screams of terror and taking mental notes of the instruc-
tor'swisdom, because your turn comes quickly.

The final hour at the Department of Motor Vehicles is
nerve wracking, but painless. | was welcomed with a smile
and treated like an adult. First you'll answer 20 questions
on the computer (all of which will look familiar after that
first week you spent in driver’s ed). Then you'll take acom-
bined vision and road signs test (ditto). After the tests, the
DMV officer will talk to you about rules, such as the 5am-9
pm curfew for first 6 months and the accompanying adult
rule, aswell as answer any questions you may have.

The year of having a constant “backseat driver” is the
longest part of the process. No longer do you share the car
with a relaxed teacher and students who are just as con-
fused as you are: instead you'll be sharing the vehicle that
seems to shrink moment by moment with your nervous
parent and siblings who are unsympathetic to your slow
driving. Believe it or not though, these car rides make for
great bonding time. You've never realized that there could
be so much to learn about guiding four wheels to a destina-
tion, but driving under all this pressure will do wonders for
you inthe long run.

Finally, the big day has come. After this, you will no
longer depend on your parents for all of your transporta-
tion needs, and you can blast that stereo as loudly as you
wish. Take a deep breath as you get in the car and then let it
out. Less trouble than a trip to the grocery store, take two at
the DMV is a piece of cake. We simply drove around the
block, practiced braking, backed up, and did a three point
turn. (You're in luck, NC doesn’t even require parallel
parking!) Back inside, sign your name, hand over $15, and
smile for the camera. Your time spent in that stuffy class-
room, taking tests, and biting your nails is over. Welcome
to the road!

The final step is waiting for your plastic masterpiece to
arrive in the mail. At this point, you've already taken that
first turn out of the driveway by yourself, figured out carline
atschool, discovered why adults cringe when it comes
time tofill the gas tank, and enjoyed the feeling of wind
blowing through your hair. You are in the driver’s seat. Af-
ter more than a year of written tests, teachers, parents, and
road tests, the fun’s just begun. Congratulations on your li-
cense! Now go check the mailbox and remember: the
laughing will subside, everyone’s picture looks awful.

NOTICE

An account has been set up at First Citizens Bank
for Dan and Sabrina Rogers. In December, their 3-
year-old son was diagnosed with ALL. Currently, he
is in critical condition in the pediatric unit at Chapel
Hill. They have five children living at home. If you
would like to make a donation to the family, go to
First Citizens Bank. For more information, call
Rhonda Oakley at 526-1435.
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NEW POLICY

Non-Commercial Classifieds:
$5 for first 10 words;
20 cents per word
thereafter.

Comnmercial Classifieds:
$6 for first 10 words;
25 cents per word thereafter.

Email Copy To:
highlandseditor@aol.com
or FAX to 1-866-212-8913

No phone submissions.

Send check to:
Highlands' Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703
Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782
VISA/MASTERCARD Accepted

DEADLINE:
Mondays at 5 p.m.

HELP WANTED

(1) POLICE OFFICER, HIGHLANDS, NC,
SALARY GRADE: (12) $28,457.00- $45,492. Full
Family Medical REQUIREMENTS:Successful
candidate must be 21 years of age; BLET-certified;
and submit to an extensive background investigation,
drug screening, and psychological evaluation.
Applicant must possess a valid North Carolina, South
Carolina, or Georgia driver's license, for the state
which they reside in as a permanent resident. Applicant
must successfully complete the Highlands Police

e CLASSIFIEDS

Department application process. CLOSING DATE:
Until Filled CONTACT: Highlands Police Department,
Capt. R.L. Forrester, 310 Oak Street. Highlands, NC
28741. (828) 526-8734.

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. PRN position working 12 hour
shifts. Must be on call at night and be within 20 minutes
of the hospital. Intubation experience a must. Pre-
employment screening required. Call Human
Resources at 828-526-1376 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org

PRN-RN’s at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.
Experienced Med-Surg and ER Nurses needed.
Strong leadership skills is a must. Pre-employment
screening required. Call Human Resources at 828-
526-1376 or apply online at www.hchospital.org

CNA at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Our
wage scale is $11.00 to $14.40 per hour with shift and
weekend differentials. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Human Resources, 828-526-1376 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org

CERTIFIED SCRUB TECH at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. Immediate need. Will except RN
with scrub experience in orthopedic, general, and
plastic surgery. Pre-employment screening required.
Call Human Resources at 828-526-1376 or apply
online at www.hchospital.org

DOG

FREE TO GOOD HOME: Friendly, family
oriented male dog, 1.5 years old, neutered, house
trained, good with small children and other dogs. For
more info call (828) 226-9818. (st. 2/25)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ADORABLE 2/2 JOE WEBB LOG CABIN only
astone’s throw from Mirror Lake. Completely furnished
for only $499K. Call 800-335-9215 and view pictures
at www.HighlandsRentals.net/StonesThrowPics (3/11)

REDUCED-3.5acres, 3BR, 2 BA manufactured
home, large shop building, storage building, covered
parking. Clear Creek/Blue Valley Area. $205,000.
828-526-8191 ( 3/11)

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled

Self Storage
With covered

loading zone

Cashiers Road

« Units Available «
Highlands Storage Village « 828-526-4555

TWO LOTS IN BLUE VALLEY - Dead-end
Road. Water & Septic included. Subfloor and foundation
on one, 70-ft. single-wide on the other. .55 acre and
.65 acre. Borders USFS and great view of Satulah
Mountain. Call 828-482-2052. (St. 11/24)

$205,000 FOR BOTH. BY OWNER NO AC
NEEDED. CLASSIC COUNTRY HOME, 4.2 acres.
Perennial landscaping. 4 bed 3 bath, garage and
shed 2900 sq. ft living space. 1,523 sq. ft deck.
$338,500, 743-5788 (st. 10/15)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

LOCATION, LOCATION! 2BR, 1 BA upstairs
apt. Quiet area 1/2 block from Main St. (828) 787-
2021 or 526-9227. (st. 2/25)

REALLY NEAT DUPLEX — Two bed, one bath.
Screened porch, garage, etc. 122 Dog Mountain
Road. $750/ mth plus utilities and $200 deposit. Call
828-508-0664. (St.1/14)

ONE BED, 1 BATH, plus den with trundle beds
— fully furnished, new construction, including utilities,
cable TV, WID, wireless Internet access. Smoke-free
environment. 1,200 sg. ft. plus 2 outside decks. Walk
to Main Street. Near new Bascom. $950/month. Call
813-428-2359. (4/15)

ARCHITECTS PRIVATE HOME WITH
STUNNING FEATURES. Three bedrooms, plus den,
three full baths, and an open living area. Two Stone
fireplaces and three decks overlooking stream and
private stocked trout pond. Full Privacy. Designer
furnished. Walking distance to town. Non smokers only;
no pets. Deposit required. Monthly or yearly rental
$2,500.00 per month. Call 770-639-2682 or 678-
358-9675 (3/25)

SPACIOUS MAIN ST. APT, full kitchen, fully
furnished, covered balcony, small pets OK. $700/mo.
526-3363. (St. 11/5)

ONE-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN TOWN -
535 N. 4th Street. $600 a month. Call 770-827-0450.
(St. 11/5)

CUTE HIGHLANDS COTTAGE. 2BR/1BA.
Remodeled kitchen and bath. Close to town, private,
quiet. Deck, W/D, DW, wood stove. No smoking. Pets
negotiable. $900/month + utilities. 770-845-1577. (st.

Mid-Winter Community
“Garage” Sale
at Highlands Rec Park

Saturday, March 27

Come sell your

household and yard items from
9a.m.to4 p.m.
Call Kim Shook —526-9563.
Booth space still available.

10/22)

FULLY FURNISHED 4-ROOM CABIN
SUITE off Glen Falls Road atop Loma Linda Farm.
New queen bed, kitchenette, large tiled shower, deck
and view. Good for 1 person. $700/mo. includes
electric, heat, satellite TV and wifi. Visit http:/
highlandscashiersrealestate.blogspot.com/ for virtual
tour. Phone (828) 421-7922. (st. 11/12)

APARTMENT FOR RENT - partly furnished
1BR/1ba - no dogs/smokers - Whiteside Cove - $100/
week - call (828) 787-1515 (4/15)

ROOM FOR RENT - furnished or not - no
smokers - must love dogs - $50/week - call (828)
787-1515 (4/15)

APARTMENT FOR RENT - newly furnished
one bed/one bath. AC/Heat. Deck. Fantastic view. 5
min from Highlands. Adults only. No smokers, no pets.
Utilities included. $795. Call 526-2694. (st. 7/30)

GREAT 2/1BATH APARTMENT — Main Street,
Highlands includes 9-foot ceilings, central heat & air,
balcony, large laundry room with washer/dryer. $900
per month plus utilities. Lease and references
required. Contact John Dotson - 526-5587. (st. 5/21)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT/SALE

FOR SALE — BEST ‘COMMERCIAL’ BUY IN
HIGHLANDS - 535 4th Street. Zoned mixed-use,
commercial and residential. Recent Remodel. Great

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, INnc.

828-526-9325

Cell: 828-200-1139
email: allandearth@msn.com

g.}l\ Collision Center

Auto Body Repair and Detail Shop
OwnerL Jeff Miller

65 Brooks Rd.
Highlands

828-526-1507 .




retail/office and separate one-bedroom basement
apartment. $389,000. Call 770-827-0450. (St. 11/5)

RESTAURANT FOR LEASE ON THE
CASHIERS ROAD. - Currently occupied by High
Country Cafe. 6,300 sq. ft. Call Buddy or Sherry
Kremser at 706-782-6252. (St. 11/5)

RENTAL SPACE IN WRIGHT SQUARE - Half
a building or two floors of one building. Call Harold
Brammer. 828-526-5673. (st. 4/16)

VACATION RENTAL

RV SITES FOR RENT IN TOWN — Short
Walk to Main Street. Daily, Weekly, or Monthly Rates
Available. Contact Charlie @ (828)526-8645 e-mail:
chestnutcottages@yahoo.com (ST. 11/5)

ITEMS FOR SALE

PIANO — Gorgeous Fully restored. Late 1800s
upright owned by the Vanderbelts and was in the
Biltmore Estates Plays Beautiful $7,000 invested, worth
way more Must sell. Will sacrifice for $2,800. OBO.
828-524-7233 or 828-371-2129 (st. 10/22)

COLEMAN 5000 ER ELECTRONIC GARAGE
DOOR. $500. Call 526-5025. (st. 8/13)

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2005 BOBCAT 334 G SERIES -- Enclosed
cab/heat, 800 hrs./hyraulic thumb, 16 & 24 in. bucket.
Asking: $21,500 OBO. Call: 526-5793 (st. 12/3)

CADILLAC DEVILLE 2002 - Silver, 85,300
miles. One owner, garaged. $8,950. See at 150 Shel-
by Circle, Highlands. 787-2310. (St. 7/9)

SERVICES

HANDYMAN SPECIAL - Repairs and
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remodeling, electrical and plumbing, carpentry and
more. Low prices. Free estatmate. Call 828-342-7864.
(3/18)

DEBRIS AND TREE REMOVAL CLEAN UP.
Roof and gutter repair expert. Call 371-1103. (st. 2/
25)

SNOW PLOWING - Call 526-4946 or 200-
0268.

THE HIGHLANDS HANDYMAN - Anything
and Everything. Local References. Call a neighbor.
Call Mark at 526-0031.

NEED FIREWOOQOD? Any size load. Seasoned
hardwood. Call 828-332-7303 or 828-526-2536 (3/
25)

ICE AND SNOW REMOVAL. Call 526-2251
or 342-6289. (3/31)

24-HOUR CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE -
16 years experience. Will travel to accommodate.
$2,800 monthly, negotiable. Call Clare Myers 828-

349-3479 or 828-342-1603. (2/25)

RELIABLE CHILD CARE IN MY HOME -
Minutes from Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Daily/
Weekly. 12 years experience, referemces and Early
Childhood credentials. $5 per hour for first child, $10 a
day for second sibling. Call 743-2672. (3/31)

FIREWOOD “Nature Dried” Call 526-2251.
(3/31)

TREE SERVICE - Complete Tree Removal,
Trimming, Stump Grinding, Lot Clearing, Under Brush-
ing, and Hemlock treatment and fertilization for “Woolly
Adelgid.” 828-526-2251 (3/31)

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVIC-
ES - Complete Landscaping Company, Design, In-
stallation and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees,
Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing,
Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-Tie work. 20 years
serving Highlands area. 828-526-2251. (3/31)

$17 weekly e SERVICE DIRECTORY »

Bob Weber Tree Company

- Tree Pruning - View Cutting - Tree Removal
- Storm Damage Cleanup

95Highlands Plaza
526-3379
FAX: 526-3309

™~

Higllands

Office Seprly

edWardsS elecTric

Service

e Complete line of office supplies
e Laminating  Fax Service
e Greeting Cards ° Laser paper

* Ink Cartridges * UPS services

“It's good to do business in Highlands”

of highlandsS

- Lot Clearing for New homes - Tree Surgery
- Tree & Forest Inspections
526-1777
upatree@earthlink.net

MANLEY’S AUTO
' AND TOWING

O o _{ £
Complete Auto Service
Towing Available 24 Hours

ies .-‘"'Popcm‘u “Marnley - Owner/Operator

Garage: (828)526-9805
4thiStreet Cell: (828) 342-0583
NE 28741 Towing: (828) 526-0374

7 N
. ES @ BRAKES « OIL CHANGES « TUNE UPS

FIREWOOD
(Dry Hardwood)
for SALE.
Priced to SELL!

Call 526-4946 or 200-0268

call 526-5147

4/29

Michael David Rogers

Native grown trees and plants
: Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance

Don’t Scream...(y
Get the help you b
need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

526-4946 ® 342-9312

515 Wyanoak Drive ¢ Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268
tinarogers@nctv.com

Visit Greenleaf Gallery right here
in Highlands for all your ...

Custom Picture Framing
526-9333
177 Main St. (Wright Sq.) Highlands

J&J Lawn and Landscaping
W LAWy  serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251
Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@verizon.net

SERVICES  30hn Shearl, Owner « 1663 S. 4" St. Highlands

CROWE CONSTRUCTION

New Construction = Remodels
Maintainence and Repairs

5

Runaround
Sue
Pet Sitting

Residential « Commercial

Sue Laferty i
.gﬁtﬂzjhgyi?rjﬂeen;ade reas RO. Box 1991 PreSSUYI(;sC:gg " IS%;ni.e; rrgg?esreGnlég[Sers’ too Owner- Kenneth M. Crowe
’ Highlands, NC 28741 uredeLi .
* Pet Photos . .
: (828)526-0844 Dennis Perkins, owner (828) 526-5943
+ Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing slaferty@verizon.net Cell:} (828) 332-8290 1540 Blue Valley Rd.

828-371-2277 or 828-526-3542

5/28 | crowecrazy@yahoo.com Highlands, NC 28741
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e HIGHLANDS ScHoOL BASKeT BALL ©

HS Basketball season wraps up with
hard fought games

By Ryan Potts

The Lady Highlanders hosted their second
straight opening round game in the state playoffs on
Monday but fell to Cherokee 43 to 36. Itwasa
bittersweet ending for the Lady Highlanders, who
finished the season with a 14-12 record.

The Lady Braves held Highlands to just 2 points
in the first quarter, but Highlands was able to tie the
game at the half 15-15. What was a back and forth
game swung in Cherokee’s favor in the fourth quarter,
as the size of the Lady Braves wore down the smaller
Highlands team. Courtney Rogers, Emily Munger and
Taylor Buras all scored 8 points for the Lady
Highlanders.

The Highlanders traveled to Robbinsville to face
the Black Knights in the first round of the state
playoffs on Monday. Highlands defeated Robbinsville
earlier this season at the Walhalla Christmas
Tournament, and were hoping for a similar result on
Monday night.

Highlands started strong, grabbing an early 9-2
lead on the strength of a three point play by Logan
Schmitt and the inside scoring of Josh Delacruz.
Unfortunately, Robbinsville responded, going on a 14-
1runto take a 16-10 lead. Robbinsville led by as
many as 11 points in the first half, but an 11-3 run by
Highlands to close the half left the visitors trailing by
only 3 points.

The second half saw Robbinsville establish
dominance on the offensive glass and eventually pull
away to a 59-45 victory. Delacruz led Highlands with
14 points and Schmitt added 11 as the Highlanders
finished the season with a 10-16 record.

Taylor Buras at the final playoff game against Chero-
kee. Photo by Noel Atherton

- P

Senior Night at Highlands School last week featured seniors with Coach Brett Lamb and their parents from left, Manager Bobbi Jo Talley, Brie Schmitt #22, Kate

Marie Parks #50; Susan Johnson #14 and Jessica Gaghe #52.

Photos by Stephanie McCall



Gourmet Breakfast
Free Wi-Fi « (888) 378-6300

Country Club Properties

“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”

3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

/\|®

Twigs !
MARTHA'S LA

HCP’s
“The Dixie Swim Club”
Feb. 25-28 and March 4-7.

Call: 828-526-8084

Il Log Cabin
Lane
526-5899

The only map that's updated weekly.

Highlands
Plaza

*iw,q\,?s
=]
=
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Main Stret Inn & Bistro
526-2590 « www.mainstreet-inn.com
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Baseball Field

HICKORY ST

CHESTNUT

ST.

Community Players /
Music Festival /

LAUREL ST

D
PINE ST

2010 Copyrighted Map

Drake’s Diamo
Gallery

“For the luxury of fine
custom jewelry”
Open year round
Tues. through Sat., 10-5

152 South 2nd Street

828-526-5858 or 404-668-4380
drakesdiamonds@yahoo.com

Map Dots
$20/mth.
or $150/Yr

WAYAH Insurance Group

Auto~Business~Home~Life~Health
526-3713
800-333-5188

www.wayah.com

Professional e Local e Personal
Service » Great Prices

472 Carolina Way

THE PEOPLE YOU TURN TO.
THE BANK YOU TRUST.

800.438.2265

WWW.MACONBANK.COM

MEMBER FDIC
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

Log Cabin
Main St. Inn
Nick’s

Dry Sink

DINING SHOPPING SHOPPING
Brick Oven Wild Thyme AnnaWear 48
Cyprus % § Bear Mountain @) Twigs
Bird Barn 1Y Wholesale Down
Flipside C.K. Swan Wine&Cheese
Fresser’s Custom House
Highlands Hill Deli Cyrano’s
Kelsey Place Drakes Diamonds
% 55

MARKETS

) Brysons
PA%) Dusty’s

PAY) Mtn. Fresh
€]0) WholeHealth
31

on the Verandah
Paoletti’s
Pescado’s
Pizza Place
Ruka’s Table

LODGING

&) Chandler Inn
&9 Hampton Inn
{l® Highlands Inn

@

&) Main St. Inn
)
U0 Prestige/Rentals

REALTY SERVICES
eJ0) Century 21 @ Chamber of
& Country Club Commerce

¥ Harry Norman @ Larry Rogers
Meadows Mtn. @ Macon Bank
L) Preferred Prop. J¢) Northland Cable
19 Prestige Realty ([88) Wayah Insurance
10:
102
103
104
BEAUTY
@ All Seasons Salon

@ CreativeConcepts
gl0y) Images Unllimited

1) Signature Prop.

gl63) Taylor Barnes
109

A
the bird barn

“We're All About Birds”

Next door to
Mountain Fresh Grocery
at The Falls on Main
828-526-3910

Enjoy Wine
Tastings
every

HIGHLANDS
WINE

(HEESE

SHOP

Saturday
afternoon

The Falls on Main ¢ 526-5210
highlandswine@nctv.com
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NADINE PARADISE, Broker

828-526-8300 (orFicE)
828-371-2551 (CeLL)

nadineparadise@gmail.com

Our passion for the mountains starts with you! THE
GAMEKEEPER'S
TAVERN

Dinner: 7 nights a
week from 5: 30

HARRY NORMAN it

A www.NadineParadise.com
cosrarms REALORS' UL, s 4263 HARRY NORMAN, Mounmai Brook Center

800-223-8259 . Carolina Way 3646 US 64 East
W H?glm;ﬁg;:i%gate com Sapphire, NC qq’i b i Hwy 64 &CaroLINA WAy, HIGHLANDS
. : V\MMLgalIEi@eFEiSta\HILm

To >>>>
White-
water
Falls &
Brevard

HighlandsInfo.com
‘e Highlands-Cashiers
Waterfall & Hiking Map

Detailed Info Inside Newspaper

Glenville el
e

L'ake Glénville

Norton Rd

Lamps Galore!!!

The Custom House

442 CarolinaWay = 828-526-2665
Highlands

Il

Bust Your
Butt Falls Whiteside Mtn.

Dinner from 5:30
Reservations: 526-4906

Whiteside
Mtn. Trail

Hwy. 64w
& 28n To
Franklin

Ciifsde ; ‘ nt'_'i:""f“"fff{, \

Lake Bridal Veil f 3 s .
Falls T Cove Rd

Chattooga

Trail

Silver Run

/// Falls

Dry Falls

Hwy106

U

Glen Falls

.onthe Verandah Restau rant
@ on Lake Sequoyah
" 828-526-2338

www.ontheverandah.com

Hours: Thurs: 11-4:30
Fri.&Sat.: 10:30-5
Iron Bridge 828-787-2473
Chattooga 488 Main Street

Chattooga

Trail
N\

Scaly Mtn.

PDF Inter-Active & Linked Map
Sky Valley  Highlandsinfo.com/mapit.htm

i

Cut n Patch

Quilt Shop

Custom Quilts%
Fabrics, Notions -

526-9743
Hours by Appointment
Highlands

BUILDING GREEN HOMES:
DURABLE, HEALTHY, & ENERGY EFFICIENT

7 CIMARRON
Bl BUILDERS

WWW.CIMBUILD.COM

828-526-2240

Kilwin's
Chocalates - Fudae

bor Crvam

CHESTNUT HILL

AT HIGHLANDS

“The area’s only
Retirement Community
and Assisted Living option.”

64 Clubhouse Trail
Contact us: 828.787.2114 - Marketing
GaryTallent@ChestnutHillAtHighlands.com
www.ChestnutHillAtHighlands.com

Monday thru Saturday:
11 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Main Street, Highlands
828-526-3788
Nationwide Shipping




