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This Week in Highlands

Through Feb. 20

* Highlands Little League Regis-
tration will be held at the Highlands
Recreation Center thru February 20th.
Information and registration forms will
be available at the front desk of the High-
lands Recreation Center. Cost for the
first child is $50 and each additional child
in the immediate family will be $40. Reg-
istration fee includes jersey, hat and
socks. To coach or umpire, call Jerry
Moore at (828) 482-2032. Team spon-
sors are also needed.

Thursday, Feb. 4

+ Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
and AnMed blood drive at the hospital
Thursday 9-11 a.m. and at the High-
lands First Citizen Bank from 12:30-6
p.m. Anyone 17 years or older and
110 pounds can give blood. If you are
taking medication, it won't usually pre-
vent you from giving blood, however,
you may want to bring the name of the
medication with you.

Tuesday, Feb. 9

+ At Hiarpt, “Batter My Heart" will
be distributed at previous meeting. Co-
ordinator: Martha Porter Civic Center:
10-11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 10

 HINI shots will be given at the
county health departments’ office in
Highlands off Buck Creek Road on
Wednesday.The clinics are by appoint-
ment only and are free. Appointments
may be scheduled by calling 349-2081.

* Town Zoning Board meeting,
5:39 p.m. at the Community Building.

¢ The Literacy Council of High-
lands will host Loving Literacy, its first
Valentine’s Day-themed event, from 3-
4:30 p.m. at the Peggy Croshy Center.
To RSVP or for more information, call
Goggins at 828-526-9938, ext. 240.

Thursday, Feb. 11

+ Town Board Budget Workses-
sion at 4 p.m. at the Community Build-
ing.

Note:

* Due to weather, “Hop for Haiti"
has been rescheduled to Sunday, Feb.
14, 5-9 p.m. at Highlands School.

« Due to weather, HCP’s murder
mystery dinner theater has been re-
scheduled for sometime in April. TBA.

SUN

State to refund town for storm expenses

Emergency updates, resolu-
tions, rezoning requests and ordi-
nances were key issues at the Feb. 3
Town Board meeting.

Turns out, once the county de-
clared a ‘state of emergency’ 6 p.m.
last Friday night and the town fol-
lowed suit, that act entitled the
town to recoup up to 75% of costs
incurred due to the storm —name-
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ly town employee overtime, use of
equipment, cost of outside contract
labor and possibly snow removal.

Once all the costs are tallied,
the figure will be turned into the
state which will budget to reim-
burse the town during its 2010-2011
fiscal year, which begins July 1,
2010.

Fire Chief James Manley said

over the weekend 21 volunteers
logged 196 manhours responding
toabout 35 calls including numer-
ous accidents and a structure fire.
Mayor David Wilkes and
Town Manager Jim Fatland dis-
cussed the new emergency com-
munication network being putin

=See REFUND page 14
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A convoy of Duke Power trucks and contractors from Dillard-Smith rumbled through town
Sunday morning on their way to repair a break in the electric grid.
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Photo by Jim Lewicki

Mother Nature brings town to a standstill

This past weekend’s storm
event accelerated the Mayor’s plan
to initiate an “emergency commu-
nication network” in town, and it
reminded everyone that when all
is said and done Mother Nature is
in charge.

“Previously, citizens with prob-
lems after-hours like power outag-
es or water line breaks, called the
Town Hall number and got a re-
cording directing them to call an-

other number thatwent to the coun-
ty where they typically got another
recording,” said Mayor David
Wilkes. “Since that number dealt
with problems in the entire coun-
ty, the chances of someone getting
help within a reasonable amount
of time was not likely. Now citizens
will get a live person who will take
theirinformation and see that it gets
to the person in charge.”

For medical or police related

emergencies dialing 9-1-1 is still
the appropriate number to call, but
for non-emergency incidents, citi-
zens can now call 526-9912 after
business hours Monday through
Friday or on holidays or Saturdays
and Sundays to report electrical or
water problems.

When calling the new num-
ber, people will get a live person so

=See MOTHER NATURE page 8
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Childcare

shortage a

problem in
county

Waiting lists at area childcare
facilities -- which translates to a lack
of childcare in the county -- could
stand in the way of economic de-
velopment.

With that in mind -- and the
fact that single mothers and fami-
lieswho don’t qualify for free, state
and federally subsidized programs
are the ones who are hurting -- the
possibility of a county run, county
subsidized or private- public-run
childcare facility was discussed at
the Jan. 25 county commission
meeting.

The findings of the “Childcare
Issue Committee,” which was ap-
pointed by the county commission
on Feb. 9, 2009, verified what was
expected —there is a significant and
growing shortage of childcare ca-
pacity in Macon County, particular-
ly in the care of children from birth
through age two.

“In the childcare industry ‘ade-
quate capacity’ is defined as having
childcare slots available for half the
child population,” said Chuck Sut-
ton, chairman of the MC Childcare
Issues Committee. “Macon County
has a preschool (0-5 years) child
population of 2,161 and a childcare
industry capacity of only 678 chil-
dren, or 31% of the population.
Macon County is short 403 pre-
school childcare slots. Without new

=See CHILDCARE page 16
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Grateful for help
during storm

Dear Editor,

I am writing to thank all of the people
who helped me in the ice and snow storm
on Friday, January 29th. | started up the Dil-
lard Road at around 5:30 p.m.

I had planned to arrive in Highlands
long before the storm but was delayed by
car trouble on my way from Atlanta.

Around Scaly Mountain, my car lost
traction and momentum. A number of peo-
ple helped push my car two different times.
I am grateful to all of them for their caring
kindness.

Specifically, | want to thank Steve Hin-
man, a security guard for the Highlands
Country Club, and his colleague (unfortu-
nately, in the turmoil | failed to get his
name), another security guard for HCC. Af-
ter helping me a couple of times, it became
apparent that the road conditions were too
much for my car. Both of them helped push
my car to a secure spot and then Steve actu-
ally drove me all the way to Highlands even
though he was headed down the mountain
after aday at work.

| don't know what | would have done
without their generous efforts since | was in
an area with no cell phone service. The
members of HCC are very lucky to have
two such dedicated men looking after their
safety!

Anne Wallis
Atlanta and Highlands

From columnist
Fred to Pat

Dear Editor,

This is a letter in response to Pat Tay-
lor's letter to me in the July 21 issue of
Highlands’ Newspaper entitled “Are Fred
and John one in the same?

Thank’s so much for your complemen-
tary remarks about me in your recent letter-
to-the-editor. I'm at a disadvantage because |
have not seen the movie Avatar yet, but I'll
assume, coming fromyou, it must be a
good thing. Thanks
The bond between the Wooldridges and
Cleavelands is a card game called bridge.
We also both love Highlands very much
and are, at times, critical when dumb,
clown-like decisions are made that affect
our great little town.

But you missed the boat on John. If you
could see my list of deep throats, you would

freak out and be surprised. Many of these
people do not love Highlands oryou and |
dismiss their tips. Many hit the nail on the
head so | write about it. Most of the things |
have been told about you are not comple-
mentary so | have dismissed them. | re-
member our meeting and you seem like a
really great guy.
PS - I keep away from town meetings be-
cause | have a short attention span and bore
easy.
Also, my opinion of politicians is not the
greatest. If you would like to join my deep
throat list, | would love to have you on
board.
Fred Wooldridge
Highlands and Florida

Information posted
at highlandsinfo.com
Is helpful

Dear Editor,

I Just wanted to express our thanks for
the updates on your website at
www.highlandsinfo.com.

We live in Atlanta, and have a weekend
place in Highlands. We tried to come up on
Friday, but the road coming up the

mountain was too slick, and there were
already some cars stuck and blocking the
road. So we came back home instead.

We were a little bummed that we
couldn’t see all the snow, but it was great to
see the photos you posted. It gives us a feel
forwhat it is like. Too bad about the
damage to some of the houses, but
hopefully none of it is too serious. Thanks!

Don Gentry
Atlanta, GA

Its obvious what
Swanson wants

Dear Editor

After reading Don Swanson’s column
for years, I think I have finally realized
exactly what he wants in our government.

First, a Republican president and vice-
president.

Second, 100 Republican Senators and
435 Republican Representatives in
Congress.

Third, nine conservative Supreme
Court justices appointed by the aforesaid
Republican president.

Butwait, there’s more.

He also wants 50 Republican state
governors with state legislatures comprised

LETTERS-TO-THE EDITOR-PoOLICY

We reserve the right to reject or edit submissions. NO ANONYMOUS LETTERS
WILL BE ACCEPTED. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Highlands’
Newspaper. Please EMAIL letters by Monday at 5 p.m.

There is a 500-word limit without prior approval.
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Toll Free FAX: 866-212-8913 =« (828) 526-0782
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of Republicans only. And naturally,
Republican mayors in every city, too.

Then, outlaw the Demaocratic Party.
This appears to be Don Swanson’s utopia.
Have I got it right Don?

Jim Hartje
Otto

Highlandsinfo and
PDF newspaper
keeps me informed

Dear Editor,

I miss reading the Highlands’ Newspa-
per while | am away for the winter but
while searching for the weather condi-
tions, found that | can read it on the Inter-
net, so this makes me very happy! | also
like the WebCam — it makes me feel con-
nected to our wonderful little town.

Many thanks for keeping your newspa-
per a local one. We can all read terrible
news in other papers, on the Internet, and
seeiton TV, etc. | love reading about High-
lands and the area with little else when
reading your paper! Gratefully ...

Marcia Davis, ASID
Atlanta, GA and Highlands

o MILESTONES ®

Dean’s List

The following area students were named
to the Deans List at Appalachian State
University: Matthew Wilson McClellan/
English/Freshman; Callie Marie Rawlins/
Performance/Senior; Angela Maria
Sanchez-Colon/Elementary Education/
Junior; Carolyn Irene Hornsby/No Major Ug
Level/Freshman; and Megan Hyatt Lewicki/
Theatre Arts/Senior.

* CORRECTION ®

Inthe Jan. 21 edition of Highlands’ News-
paper we reported that Ricky Bryson served
as Chief of the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept.
for one year and as Assistant Chief for 12
years. Bryson never served as chief.

In the same story we reported that Roger
Lee Wilson has had perfect attendance for 21
years -- it's 20 years. We regret our errors and
are happy to set the record straight.
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Wynn and John
Cleaveland
celebrate their
39th wedding
anniversary on the
Queen Mary 2 on
route to Dubai.

Photo by
Fred
Wooldridge
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Philip Mark Robbins

Financial Advisor

Has joined our
Highlands Office

e Lol

o OBITUARY ®
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Doshie M. Wilson

Doshie Wilson

Doshie M. Wilson, 102, of Highlands,
NC, died Friday, January 29, 2009 at the Fide-
lia-Eckerd Living Center in Highlands. She
was a native of Macon County, the daughter
of the late Rufus and Albie Picklesimer Mc-
Call. She was married to the late Hubert Wil-
son, who died September 19, 1986. She was
ahomemaker and a member of Clear Creek
Baptist Church. She loved farming and gar-
dening. In addition to her parents and hus-
band, she was preceded in death by several
brothers and sisters.

She is survived by a daughter, Frances
Wilson Reed of Highlands, NC; a son, Clar-
ence Wilson, and wife Ella-Mae of Highlands,
NC; eight grandchildren, 13 great-grandchil-
dren, and 13 great-great-grandchildren also
survive.

Funeral services were held Monday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2010 at 11 am at Clear Creek Baptist
Church with Rev. Walter Wilson and Rev.
Everett Brewer officiating. Burial was in the
church cemetery. Grandsons served
as pallbearers: Ralph Hedden, John Munger,
Tommy James, Charlie Reed, Roger, Edwin
and Mike Wilson. Great-grandsons served as
honorary pallbearers: Jason and Adam
Woods, Matthew Wilson, Gerald Hedden,
Robbie Reed, Joe Munger, and Thomas James.
Memorials may be made to Clear Creek Bap-

479 South Street, Suite #2

Highlands, NC 28741
philip.robbins@wellsfargoadvisors.com
828-787-2323/888-489-2323
wellsfargoadvisors.com

tist Church Building Fund, c/o Waylon
Chastain, PO Box 1717, Highlands, NC
28741. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements.

Note: Doshie Wilson’s mother Albie
Picklesimer McCall lived to be 103 as did her
first cousin Irene Picklesimer James. Dosh-
ie’'s mother and Irene’s father were brother
and sister. Irene died May 2, 2009.

Asachild, Doshie lived with her broth-
ers and sisters in the McCall cabin which
now sits on USFS property on Walden Way
near Dry Falls.

| Inypstmant and Inswrance Products: = KOT FOIC Insured & NO Bank Guarantos  » MAY Losa Valun
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bk afiliate of Wells Fasgo & Compasy

Featuring something special for Valentine's Day/President’'s Day?
We'll help you get the word out. Call 526-0782
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Directed by
Donna Cochran -

Murder M

Due to inclement Weather the
show has been rescheduled for
sometime IN April. Date TBA.
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e HIGHLANDS YEAR-ROUND FINE DINING

526-4188

Sunday Brunch

11a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch: 11-3 everyday accept Wednesday
Dinner: 5 until every night except
Thursday and Sunday

151 Helen'e Barn Avenue, Highlande

e | AUGHING AT LIFE

Dinner: 5-9 nightly

(Open late weekends)

Cy p r u S Live Music Saturdays

International Cuisine
N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center ¢ 526-4429

WILD THYME GOURMET

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Fine Wine and Beer
Wed-Sat: Lunch 11:30-4 & Dinner from 5:30 until
Closed Sunday-Tuesday
526-4035 « 490 Carolina Way * Highlands
www.wildthymegourmet.com

Breakfast & Lunch...
Daily
...Dinner: Thurs.-Sat.
5:30 p.m. ‘il
Closed Mondays

Open for Dinner
Wed-Sun
5:30 until

Reservations
¥ appreciated

On Log éabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 « 526-3380

...on the VVerandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah
Opening for the season

Valentines Day/President’s Day Weekend
Dinner from 6 p.m. Fri., Sat., & Sun.

828-526-2338 « www.ontheverandah.com

Ristorante P aoletti

Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953

Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Exceptional Wines, Robust Cocktails & Artful Beer
Opening for the Season Valentine’s Day/President’s Day Weekend

Dinner/Bar from 5:30, Fri.-Sun. ® Reservations: 828.526.4906

The laundry Nazi

Dateline: Somewhere

in the Gulf of Aden

is laugin un vight
dish vegin han vos
esslouse!” she

ordered loudly, her squatty
little body guarding both
washing machines. She
pointed to the exit door and
demanded, “Out.”

She’s only five-foot-four
in height but built like a
Panzer tank. | wanted to
reach out and adjust her wig
‘cause it was just a little
lopsided on her head.
“Good morning, Braun
Hilda,” I respectfully responded. I call her
Braun Hildasince | don't know her real
name and she doesn’t speak one word of
English. She kinda looks like a Braun
Hilda. She has anointed herself supervisor
of laundry. | was not quite sure what to do
so | left, carrying my load of dirty laundry
back to my room.

Each floor with cabins on the QM 2
has a non-supervised laundry room
containing washers, dryers, an ironing
board and soap dispensers. It's every man
for himself....aah, | mean herself. What
are the Brits thinking? You simply cannot
turn seven or eight nationalities loose in
an unsupervised laundry room. Chaos
reigns! And when ole Braun Hilda is doing
aload, no one is permitted in the laundry
room, even if you want to use the iron.

Currently I’'m missing two pair of
socks but have adopted a pair of women’s
thong underwear that has enough string
on it to make eight feet of dental floss. I've
looked at Braun Hilda’s tucas and this
underwear is even too big for her big fat
rear end. | just know that woman has my
socks. Other women are complaining of
missing underwear. Is there a weirdo on
board?

Justwhen I was about to bang on
Braun’s cabin door and accuse her of
swiping my socks, the commodore
announced to everyone that a US battle
cruiser is coming along side and will
escort us to Muscat. | raced to the
promenade deck for a look.

Wow, there she was, the USS Farragut,
about 200 feet off our starboard, a light
cruiser warship (They used to call them
destroyers) with sailors, wearing their
dress blues, lined along its deck. It was a
sight to see. The Brits, which make up
about two-thirds of the ship, went crazy,
waving, shouting and cheering. When the
two ships’ bridges came parallel, they

askfredanythi

Feedback is encouraged!
email:

sounded their horns
simultaneously. Then the
cruiser kicked in her
turbines and surged forward
to be our escort through this
pirate-laden bay.

*k*

The next day:
Water, water everywhere,
bla, bla, bla.

Fred Wooldridge

I haven't seen Braun
Hilda since the arrival of our
American navy ship
yesterday. Today, another
small cruiser from Saudi
Arabia pulled along side our ship to aid in
the escort. According to our commaodore,
this is a huge political statement by the
Saudi’s. We exchanged horns and they took
off. I haven't seen them since.

As | was heading back to my cabin |
spotted ole Braun arguing with another
woman. | couldn’t resist so | moved closer.
The woman was accusing Braun of wearing
her dress. Just when it looked as if it was
going to come to blows, another German
lady approached and offered to translate.
When Braun heard the accusation, she
shouted “prove it” and folded her arms in
defiance. | need to get off this ship.

Just before dinner, a Canadian warship
met us just to let us know they were a part of
the escort. | think the entire fleet of military
vessels in the Bay of Aden is at our disposal.
| feel more closely watched than a drunk in
Highlands on a Saturday night.

Inafew days I'll be saying goodbye to
the Queen Mary 2. I'm burning my tuxedo
but only after | eat a bologna sandwich with
mayo and lettuce. I'm so tired of eating like
the rich. After a few days visiting our sonin
Dubai, we'll be returning to our home in
North Palm Beach, FL. where we thought it
would be safe to sit about 20 house plants
outside next to sprinklers only to learn that
our home had a hard freeze while we were
away. I'm guessing we lost them all.

PS - I'm having Braun Hilda
nightmares.

ng@aol.com

e NOTICE =

Coming soon, the Highlands Newspaper
will present a three-part police drama titled
“Tommy & Madison” taken from the life of
Major Fred Wooldridge. This true story isabout
ayoung couple and the unfairness of life. Every
teenager in Highlands should read this
dramatic story. Watch for it in February.
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* THE VIEW FROM HEREe®

When | remember Haiti ...

en | remember
Haiti, I'll think
first of two pa-

tients who died under my
direct care. I'll remember
the morning the Marines
arrived, recall with admi-
ration their grace, kind-
ness, and professionalism.
I'll remember learning
that my roommate, Selw-
yn Rogers, a brilliant trau-
masurgeon, and | slept
through a major after-
shock, a 6.1 building shak-
er, or the embarrassment of our colleagues
when they realized that while we slept,
they evacuated, and failed to account for us.

Mostly I'll remember the sense of
pride that lingers, the honor to have been a
tiny cog in one of history’s greatest human-
itarian efforts. Partners in Health processed
more than 4,000 volunteer applications.
My partner, Todd Crowe, and | were in the
first group of 18 doctors and nurses to be
deployed. There are dreadful memories of
rotting limbs and uncontrolled infection,
of bleached bone and dying muscle.

I’m amazed that itinerant volunteers
wandered the country looking for a place to
serve, a chance to help.

I can’t forget the arrogance of ateam
from West Palm Beach who believed that
patient rights should be suspended and am-
putations forced on patients against their
will, or their anger when we told them we
were fully staffed and they should find an-
other hospital, or the political fallout when
we learned that West Palm Beach and St.
Marc are sister cities, that they were invited
guests of the mayor.

CNN reported that we, the doctors of
Partners in Health, had denied these doc-
tors access to the hospital and, in the pro-
cess, denied Haitian patients life saving
care. We remember this event with justifi-
able pride. | remember the look of dismay
on the face of every one on my team when
we first visited the hospital, the disgust, the
disbelief, the feeling that we could not op-
erate in such asqualid place. A rumor circu-
lated among us that a better, cleaner, func-
tional hospital existed a 40-minute drive
away. We discussed moving on.

Finally I spoke. I had seen hospitals in
Haiti and what I saw here was much like
others I'd seen. There might be, | told my
team, an oasis a short drive down the road.
| added that my knowledge of Haiti con-
vinced me that Shangri-La did not exist in
Haiti. If you must, | told them, send just one
of usto investigate. | concluded that | be-
lieve we had no choice but to get on with
the task we’'d been sent to do.

Feedback is
encouraged.
email: hsalzarulo@aol.com

| can’t describe the
enthusiasm with which
our team attacked the
task. Afilthy store was
magically transformed
into a recovery room.
Forays to awarehouse
uncovered a treasure
trove of unused and pre-
viously unknown sup-
plies. The hospital had
neither bed numbers nor
any way of identifying
patients. Grace Deveney,
R.N. with the aid of
American doctors, nurses, and Haitian staff,
transformed the wards, opened aisles so we
could pass without stepping on mattresses,
numbered beds, identified patients.

Surgeons worked tirelessly, examining
patients and prioritizing their care. Who
must be cared for first? Who was stable
enough to wait, and the hardest decision,
whose injuries were beyond our resources
to treat? When we left, a quadriplegic still
clung to life, a patient with tetanus, the first
I'd seen since medical school, remained
alive, but just barely. | remember the Hai-
tian staff; some welcomed us, while others
resented our presence. We introduced stan-
dard of care that were alien to St. Marc,
Haiti

I can never forget the cohesion of our
team, the solidarity, the pride. We called
ourselves, “the pros from Dover” a refer-
ence from Mash. Our experience did re-

semble combat medicine. | regret that
those who followed us could not gain full
membership in our exclusive club. A team
of French Canadians came close. The Ca-
nadian team included an anesthesiologist
and an anesthesia resident but their spon-
soring organization decided to split the
group, leaving orthopedists and a plastic
surgeon without anyone to anesthetize
their patients. After we finished our last day,
they were to lose the ability to perform all
but the simplest operations.

Miraculously, Sam, or maybe Sham, an
anesthesiologist from Katmandu, Nepal ap-
peared an hour before our departure. He
was one of the lucky itinerant doctors, pro-
fessionals eager to serve, but lacking spon-
sorship and organizational support. Luckily
he found a place to work. I'm sure, with his
help, the Canadians are operating today.

For now, thee are no Sundays in Haiti.

Lastly | remember the change in our
patients. They were dying when we arrived.
We amputated arms and legs to save lives,
but only those who consented. We debrided
stinking wounds and treated horrible infec-
tions. When we left the process of recon-
struction and rehabilitation had begun.
Much remains to be done. It's hard enough
to live in Haiti with two legs. The world’s
community must assist in physical therapy
and provide simple, effective prosthetic de-
vices. Haiti is no place for high tech solu-
tions. In a country where toilets rarely flush

=See SALZARULO page 14

SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS

23 colors including copper ¢ Several styles of leaf guards available * Free Estimates
Dennis Perkins « 828-371-2277 « 828-526-3542
Serving Western NC and Northeast GA

Dusty’s

Let our tasty soups warm
you up on these
cold winter days!

9 kinds to choose from!

Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
493 Dillard Road
(828) 526-2762

Closed through Feb. 9

Whole
Life

Stop by and see our wide selection of
Local Organic Produce,
Specialty Gourmet Foods, Quality
Supplements, Organic Body Care,
Natural Health Books & References, &
Local Hand-Crafred Gifts.

"For a Healthier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. 64E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Saturdays 11 am - 4 pm

Call 526-5999

Pescado's
Quesadillas — Tacos — Burritos
Homemade soups &
freshly baked cookies

Monday-Saturday 11-4
Thursday & Friday till 7
Closed on Sundays

226 S. 4" St., Highlands
838-526-9313

Eat right, Live long!

Planning something special for
Valentine’'s Day/President’s
Day?

A sale, an event?

Give us a call. We'll help you
get the word out!
526-0782 or
email: highlandseditor@aol.com
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from the history guy ...
Feb. 4, 1957

The first nuclear-powered submarine, the USS Nautilus (SSN-571), logs its 60,000th

nautical mile, matching the endurance of the fictional Nautilus described in Jules Verne’s
novel “20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.”

If you think you ought to call
for the very latest item nautical,
something that should be on your radar
might well be found by looking nadir.
And by saying this, here’s what | mean,
please consider the submarine,
and not just any submersible,
this one was sort of rehearseable,
(and on this | can not be laconic)
for this one was the first to be atomic.
Amazing, novel, and an intrigue,
this one was in a separate league.

Hours:
Mon-Fri. 9-5

high country photo

526-5208 In Highlands Plaza

Closed Saturdays through March

Custom Photo Calendars and Greeting Cards « Photo Restoration
Poster Prints & Enlargements « Film Development & Digital prints
« Video Transfer to DVD (we do this in house)

* Frames and Albums, too!

e SALONS & SPAS »

Images
Unlimited
Salon & Spa

225 Spring Street « Highlands

Hair Care ~ Nail Care

828-526-9477

Skin Care ~ Waxing ~ Weddings

All Seasons Salon

Signature Hair Designs for Men & Women

Razor Cuts « Color = Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets
Barbara & Van « 526-0349 e Open Mon - Sat
“Falls on Main” <X 549 Main Street — Upper Level
Creative Concepts Salon

Hours:

Tuesday-Friday ¢ 9-5 ‘ BORH.L-‘I

Saturday ¢ 9-2

526-3939 CURE

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Pedicures,
Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. » Monday by appt. at our

NEW LOCATION
behind Highlands Decorating Center on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828)526-4192

* His & Hers

Sex, lies,

and the ‘State of Union’

by John Armor
'm just a semi-retired
I lawyer, livingona
gravel road in the
Blue Ridge Mountains.
But I am also an avid
consumer of news in all
forms. This is a test.
I read none of to-
day’s analyses of the

are being exposed and
investigating for hiding
and faking the data.

Lie7:

“National competi-
tion to improve our
schools.” He cannot be
soisolated and ignorant
not to know his stron-
gest possible supporters

State of the Union
speech. Here are the ob-
vious lies | saw, off the
top of my head.

Lie 1:

“Onein 10... can-
not find work.” Government statistics
show that unemployment is almost dou-
ble that; 17% are out of work. But the “of-
ficial” rate ignores the 7% who have giv-
en up looking for a job.

Lie 2:

“To get a government that matches
[Americans] dignity.” Is he totally un-
aware of the members of his Administra-
tion, or of his supporters in Congress,
who are currently under investigation as
tax cheats, perjurers, or other felonies?
Or, does President Obama assume that
they will all beat the rap?

Lie 3:

“We made the [financial recovery]
program more transparent and account-
able.” Is he unaware that Congress is cur-
rently trying to find out where the now --
$850 billion bailout money went? Who
got it, and why, and how?

Lie 4:

“There are about two million Ameri-
cans... who would otherwise be unem-
ployed... because of the steps we took.”
His own experts said the stimulus pro-
gram would “keep unemployment below
8%.” His own people released a claim of
jobs saved, district by district. That report
listed more than a dozen congressional
districts that don’t exist. The press has
also gone into the gross inflation of many
of the individual claims

Lie5:

“Guard against the same recklessness
[of the banks] that nearly brought down
our entire economy.” He cannot claim ig-
norance of the laws promoted by Barney
Frank in the House and Chris Dodd in
the Senate, which forced banks to make
loans to people unlikely to repay them.
He can’t claim ignorance, because as a
lawyer in Chicago he went to court to
force banks to make such bad loans.

Lie 6:

“The overwhelming scientific evi-
dence on climate change.” He must
know that leading scientists claiming the
sky is falling because of global warming

Michelle Mead-Armor &
John Armor
michiemead@aol.com

John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

—the education unions
—fight every possible ef-
fort to fire bad teachers,
provide incentive pay,
and allow real competi-
tion from private and
charter schools and home schooling.

Lie 8:

“According to the Congressional
Budget Office... our approach [to health
care] would bring down the deficit by as
much as $1 trillion....” A week after the
CBO issued its first analysis, it issued a
correction. It had made a half-billion dol-
lar math error. Unless he and his entire
staff were asleep at the switch, he knows
his claim of deficit reduction is false,

Lie 9:

“Starting in 2011, we are prepared to
freeze government spending for three
years....” This starts late and covers only
one-fifth of the federal budget. This is fis-
cal bulimia—gorge yourself, then throw
up a little, then claim you are being re-
sponsible.

Lie 10:

“I've called for a bipartisan Fiscal
Commission.... the Senate blocked a bill
to [do that]... so | will issue an Executive
Order... to go forward.” Anyone with
even a passing familiarity with the Con-
stitution knows that presidents can’t
force money to be spent on this Commis-
sion, or any other purpose, without ap-
proval by Congress. Regardless of what he
thinks, we are not a dictatorship. Yet.

Lie 11:

“Last week, the Supreme Court re-
versed a century of law to open the flood-
gates for special interests — including for-
eign corporations — to spend without lim-
its in our elections.” That case did not lay
afinger on the long-standing prohibition
of foreign money in American elections,
nor the general barrier to corporate con-
tributions. Either he was lying when he
said this, or he should return his diploma
to Harvard Law because he didn't learn
how to read and understand a Supreme
Court case.

I skipped various lies about national
security, because even casual readers of
the news understand why it was wrong to

=See HIS & HERS page 7



e CoAcH’'s CORNER ®

Heels fans-show patience

ne of the questions
that | have been
asked a lot lately is

what is wrong with the
University of North Caroli-
na’s basketball team. Usual-
ly my response is “Not a
darn thing, they have won
two National Champion-
ships in five years and have
owned Duke recently.”

However, with North
Carolina sitting at the bottom of the ACC
and struggling, | can understand why fans
of the Tar Heels are a bit skittish. Here are
some pieces of advice for UNC fans as
they attempt to make it through a tough
season.

1. Helpison the way, mainly in the
form of top recruit Harrison Barnes, but
also with 4-star PG Kendall Marshall and
SG Reggie Bullock. UNC’s backcourt has
been turnover-prone and unreliable this
year, but the infusion of new talent
should help the Heels. Additionally, even
if Ed Davis turns pro (probably 60-40 at
this point) UNC will still field a whop-
ping nine McDonald’s All American’s on
next year’s squad.

2. Thereisstill time to make arun
this season. Even though UNC finishes
with six of their last 10 games on the
road, they are sitting at 13-8 and need
only seven wins to get into the tourna-
ment. Add in the fact that UNC is one of,
if not the most talented team in the ACC
— they have the ability to get hot and
win the ACC tournament — something
that ensures that they will have a chance
to make the dance if they catch fire down
the stretch.

3. Many of the glaring weaknesses
of this UNC team are coachable. If ateam
like Western Carolina is struggling, it is
likely because of a personnel weakness.
Lower tier teams simply cannot recruit
the athletes necessary to compete at the
highest level (the ACC, Big East, Big 12,
etc). However, UNC has plenty of talent
and athleticism — if the light bulb goes
on then they are right back at the top of
college hoops.

4. Intheeventthat UNC does miss

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

the NCAA tournament, it’s
not the end of the world.
Kentucky went to the NIT
last year and is now one of
the top three teams in the
country just a year later.
With the impact of fresh-
man at the college level in
today’s game, teams are
justarecruit or two away
from a huge turnaround,
and Roy Williams is cur-
rently the best recruiter in the game.

Now that | have performed my good
deed for the year and talked all UNC fans
down off the ledge (so to speak), | have
more pressing matters to attend to.
There’s a game this weekend — you may
have heard of it ... it’s called the Super
Bowl. I'll be watching — probably from a
hyperbaric chamber.

SummiT CHARTER
NEeEws

The following is the list of students
achieving straight A grades. The
Summit Charter School is a North
Carolina public school accepting
students from Macon, Jackson, and
Transylvania counties, grades K-8.

HIGH HONORS:
6th grade:
Bailey Baker
Molly Lupas

Bethany Quinn

7th grade:
Bull Salzarulo
Kalob Payne
Townsend Stewart

8th grade:
Isabella Lupoli

Sammy Lupas
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. HIS & HERS continued from page 6

let the attempted Christmas plane bomb-
er to lawyer up and clam up. The same
goes for attempts to negotiate an Iranian
nuclear stand down, when Iran has made
clear its intention to proceed, and to use
those bonds once the are available.

It will be interesting to see whether
the press does any kind of research to
challenge any falsehoods in the Presi-

dent’s State of the Union address. | hope |
have encouraged them in that direction.

« About the Author: John Armor
practiced law in the US Supreme Court
for 33 years. His latest book, on Thomas
Paine, will be published this year.
www.TheseAreTheTimes.us Reach him
here: John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

e RENOVATE & RENEW e

Template = Fabrication
Installation

MOUNTAIN

Marble = Travertine « Slate
Soapstone = SileStone
Cambria

Over 400 Slabs on site, All others available
5385 Hwy 107 North « Glenville, NC « 828-743-0200

Wholesale Down Comforters & More!

EVERYDAY SPECIALS:

White Goose Down Comforters, Flannel Sheets
& Duvet Covers Mon.-Sat.

New Shipments Every Week  10a.m.-4 p.m.
Next to Farmers Market on the Main Street side

‘GRANITE, INC.

ONLY LOCAL GRANITE SUPPLIER & FABRICATOR

526-4905

Larry Rogers Construction Company, Inc.
Serving Highlands and Cashiers from over 25 years 5
Excavating « Grading ¢ Trucking Trackhoe e
Backhoe  Blasting « Utilities :
(828) 526-2874 @
776 Dillard Road « Highlands

Located at 2543 Cashiers Rd. across from
Highlands Lawn & Garden

828-787-1100

Alarge selection of Unique Slabs of Granite, Marble,
Travertine, Soapstone, and Quartz...on site! Experienced
in Custom Granite Fabrication, Custom Cabinetry,
Hardware, Sinks, Faucets ... with Design Services to put it
alltogether!

“Our attention to detail makes the difference.”

7 "X

BLACK ROCK

Granite & Marble

Eliminate Mold, Mildew, & Radon Immediately!
FREE Radon Testing « Call 828-743-0900

www.drycrawlspaces.com
Dry Crawl YR

Crowl Space €ncapsulation System®
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The

summer
housSe

Antiques ~ Accessories
Gifts ~ Upholstery

Home of
Tiger mounTain
WoodWorksS

Custom Handcrafted Furniture

The PanTry

Decorative Accessories for Kitchens
and Keeping Rooms

PaTio & Porch
A Da’f;r'gnrfft'd

SUMMER § CLASSICS
Store

Visit Our Sale Room
for
Irresistible Savings!

Open Year Round
Monday - Saturday 10 - 5
Closed Sundays

828-526-5577

2089 Dillard Road Highlands, NC
(2 miles from Main Street)
www.summerhousehighlands.com

Go to
highlandsinfo.com
for weather related
photos!

e CoNnservATVE POV

A stroll down memory lane

dress to write this column and now |

wonder why. | listened as long as | could
and | thought, this isn't the state of the
Union, this is the state of his twisted
psyche. Feeling the heat of a year of failure,
he exhibited anger at the Supreme Court
(tacky, disrespectful), Congress (merited),
Republicans in general, Bush in particular
(that isreally getting old),

the banking industry, the auto industry,
Joe the Plumber and Bozo the Clown. It's
entirely their fault, it's everybody’s fault ex-
cept for Acorn, SEIU, Saul Alinsky and, of
course, him.

The speech was totally uninspiring, re-
flected a complete lack of leadership, it was
too long, and it was too much about him.
He complained that it's a hard job. Really?
Gee, the leader of the free (and unfree for
that matter) world, aworld in turmoil and
acountry in deep distress, and the boy ge-
nius discovers it'sa hard job. Amazing.

After a year of wasting time watching
the unemployment rate rise, he says we
must “continue” to emphasize job cre-
ation. He’s been emphasizing job creation?
I must have missed that part of history.
Nothing of substance was accomplished
because those pesky Republicans wouldn't
cooperate. He has (had) a super majority in
the Senate, a huge majority in the House,
strong-arm leaders in both, and it's the Re-
publicans fault? No, no, no, it’s the fault of
the people. The people who have made
their feelings heard and the politicians
were hearing them. Reality bites.

Remember the days when W was be-
ing ridiculed for shooting from the hip?
You know, speaking before thinking, |
guess. Let’s go back a year or so when
Obama declared that “evil” concentration

I waited until the State of the Union ad-

Don Swanson
Feedback is
encouraged. Email

swandonson@dnet.net

camp in Cuba would be closed by now.
Well, that announcement seems prema-
ture, doesn’t it? Might not have thought
that one through. Then there was Eric
Holder’s defiant announcement that the
trial for KSM and the rest of the Trade Tow-
er plotters would be held in Lower Manhat-
tan. Any reasonable adult knew that it was
aterrible idea on a number of levels, a fact
that might be penetrating the conscious-
ness of the administration at this point.

Pertaining to absolutely nothing, I tried
to get away from it all for a few minutes
and turned on the Duke/Georgetown
game. Who was there at the announcers’ ta-
ble? Who other than President Obama.
He’s ubiquitous, and you can’t escape him.
Toadd insult to injury, later | turned on Fox
News and they covered his visit to the game
and reported it complete with tape of him.
ARRRGH!

Remember when we were coming out
of a recession while W was running for his
second term? The media rode him unmer-
cifully about the fact that it was a jobless re-
covery. At the time, the unemployment rate

... MOTHER NATURE continued from page 1

it's important to give pertinent information
including the nature of the problem, your
name, address and contact information, said
Wilkes.

“We will be using an answering service,
not a machine, and the person on the other
end will have a list of numbers to notify the
specific department and person on call who
is responsible for fixing the problem,” said
Wilkes.

He said in the case of power outages, and
since Highlands is on a multi-grid system,
it's most important for callers to leave ad-
dress information so town crews can deter-
mine the area of the outage.

“For instance if a lot of calls come in
from the same area, they will know where to
look first whether it's the Mirror Lake area,
Horse Cove or wherever,” he said.

Last weekend’s storm hit 1 p.m. Friday,

Jan. 29 and by the time it was over about 12
inches of snow had fallen and 75% of people
in town were left in the dark.

In some parts of town, outages were due
to broken utility poles on the town grid and
trees on wires, and in other areas outages were
due to a problem at a Duke Power metering
point which connects with the town grid.

By 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30, about 55% of
people had power, by Sunday night that num-
ber jumped to 75%.

Public Service Administrator Lamar Nix
said by Monday night, 95% of all homes had
electricity, but Tuesday morning a few peo-
ple were still without power.

Homes outside of town — on Shortoff
and Cheny Lane which are powered solely
by Duke and those south of town who are on
the Hayes Electric grid — were without power

had dropped from 6.2% to 5.6%. Now that
the unemployment rate is stuck in double
digits, have you heard much about a jobless
recovery? Me neither.

Enough of him. I'm really concerned
about Pelosi. Do you remember the day she
got elected to speaker? Man, oh man, there
she was, fist pumping and wild-eyed, lead-
ing the cheers for the success of woman-
hood. She looked a little over the top to me,
but it was a momentous occasion.

The other week, | think it was the day
after Brown was elected, she appeared on
TV, looking like the wrath of God had visit-
ed upon her. She looked woe begotten to
the nth degree as she advised us there was
no way she could get the health care bill
through the House. Well, you can’t blame
her for looking whipped; she really has
been busting it for the last year.

Then, as she sat behind Obama as he
gave his State of the Union address, she
bounced up and down, eyes bugging and
clapping maniacally at nearly every line he
spoke. Biden, sitting along side her, gave
her the evil-eye numerous times as he felt
he needed to join her in her calisthenics
and didn't want to. It was priceless.

Afew days later, | believe she became
completely unhinged as she announced, in
total contradiction to her earlier statement,
that come hell-or-high-water, she was go-
ing to jam health care through if she had to
“high jump” over something, and if that
didn'tdoit, she’'d “pole vault” over some-
thing, and if that didn't do it, she’'d “para-
chute” into something. WHAT? To think
that if some tragedy befell Obama, and
Biden was certified incompetent, she’'d be
our president. The prospect of that would
drive anybody nutz.

the longest.

Nix said the dumping of snow, rainand
then ice was the culprit.

“The weight of the snow which turned
to rain and then iced over snapped utility
poles, wires and tree limbs and there’s not
much we can do to prevent that,” he said.

However, Nix said eventually he would
like to change all the town’s copper wire lines
to aluminum-coated steel-core wire. “That is
much stronger than copper and wouldn’t
snap as easily,” he said.

The Highlands Police Department,
Highlands Fire & Rescue, towing companies
and Macon County EMS stayed busy over the
three-day period rescuing motorists on NC
106, Hwy 28 and U.S. 64 east and west when
the weather changed abruptedly Friday af-
ternoon and throughout Saturday. See pho-
tos on page 11 and police, fire and EMS re-
ports on page 16.

— Kim Lewicki



NEW POLICY

For-Profit Businesses and
NonProfit Organizations
requesting Promotional or
Press Release space,
must agree to an
advertising arrangement.

Without an arrangement,
only a listing in the
upcoming events calendar
will appear for NonProfits
but no listing will be
accepted for For-Profit
Business events.

To request ad rates and a
publication calendar, email
highlandseditor@aol.com

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
Mondays at 5 p.m.

Ongoing

* At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal, various exercise classes all week long. Call 828-
526-1FIT.

Sundays

« Aftershock Youth meets every Sunday Night at
6:30 p.m. downstairs at Cullasaja Assembly of God at
6201 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC. Contact youth
ministers Seth & Sarha Henegar at 828 369-7540 ext
203.

* Christ Anglican Church, Highlands-Cashiers
will be sharing facilities with Whiteside Presbyterian
Church (PCA) of Cashiers, beginning with the first
Sunday of the New Year, Jan. 3, 2010. Whiteside
PCA is located at 621 US Highway 64(W), Cashiers,
NC 28717. The service time for Christ Anglican will be
9 a.m. each Sunday morning, starting on January 3.
Everyone is invited to come and be part of this historic
symbiosis of two orthodox Christian churches. Watch
these pages for new worship and teaching opportuni-
ies.

Mon., Wed., Thurs.

* Yoga On the Mat at the Episcopal Church of the
Incarnation on Main Street. Enter through single door
facing Mountain Fresh. Upper Level Jones Hall. Win-
ter Hours: Monday at 8:30 a.m. and Thursday at
10:45 a.m. Bring your mat. 828-482-2128. $10/hour.

Mon., Wed., Fri.

+ Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec
Park, 8-9 a.m. $10 per class or $50 a month.

First Mondays

* Participate in your hospital by joining the Auxil-
iary of the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Auxiliary
meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 10
a.m. atthe hospital.

Mondays

* Closed AA meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the Episcopal
Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Tuesdays

* Tuesday After School Classes for grades K-6
are held weekly at The Bascom in Highlands. To
register or for more information, visit
www.thebascom.org or call (828) 526-4949 ext. 100.

* Clogging Lessons at the Rec Park. 5 p.m.
Leather shoes recommended and tap shoes can be
ordered. For more information, call Joyce Doerter at
877-6618. $30/mth.

* Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the
Highlands Conference Center.

* Closed AA Women'’s meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the
Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Tuesdays & Wednesdays

+ Zumba Classes at the Rec Park. Aerobic/dance/
toning. No dance experience necessary. One-hour.
$5/class. Tuesdays, 11:30-12:30, Wednesdays Zum-
ba Gold/Beginner, 9:30-10:15 a.m. Call Mary K. Bar-
bour at 828-342-2498.

Wednesdays

* Wednesday Preschool Creativity Classes for
Parent and Child (ages 2 1/2-5) are held weekly at
The Bascom in Highlands. To register or for more
information, visit www.thebascom.org or call (828) 526-
4949 ext. 100.

* A FREE After School Program at Highlands
United Methodist Church. Children are picked up at
school, taken to the church, have a snack, helped with
homework time and supervised playing on the play-
ground and participate in @ music program. Children
are dismissed at 5:30 pm in time for dinner in the
fellowship hall. For information, call 526-3376.

* The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary meets at
Ruka’s Table at 163 Main Street in Wright Square in
Highlands at 7:30 a.m. Visitors are welcome. If you
are new to the Highlands area we invite you to join us
for breakfast and our meeting.

* Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30
a.m.at First Baptist Church.

» The Homegrown Buds, a homeschool 4-H
club, meets at noon at the Macon County Library on
Siler Road in Franklin at 1 p.m.

Wednesdays & Fridays

* Open AA meeting at noon at the Episcopal
Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Every 3rd Wednesday

* Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian Fel-
lowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will be
served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at 6:30
p.m. For more information call 828-524-6777 or 706-
746-9964.

Thursdays

+ Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church
on Main and Fifth streets.

1%t & 3 Thursdays

» NAMI Appalachian South (National Alliance on
Mental lliness) will have a support group meeting the
first and third Thursday of each month. Itis for people
coping with serious mental illnesses (bi-polar disor-
der, depression, schizophrenia, panic disorder, etc)
and/or their family members. We also do advocacy
and educational programs. 486 W. Palmer St., Fran-
klin, NC, 7- 8 p.m., with snacks afterwards. For infor-
mation contact Carole Light, Ph.D. at 828-526-9769
or Ann Nandea at 828-369-7385

Every Third Saturday

* The Highlands Memorial Post #370 of the Amer-
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ican Legion meets at the Shortoff Baptist Church. Break-
fastis at 9 am. Meeting is at 10 a.m. All veterans are
invited to attend.

Every Fourth Saturday

* Friends of Panthertown work days, are the
fourth Saturday of each month. (Time and location
varies). Volunteers needed to maintain trails. For more
information, contact Nina Elliott at 828-526-9938 (ext
258).

Saturdays

+ Saturday Art School for grades K-8 is held
weekly at The Bascom in Highlands. To register or
for more information, visit www.thebascom.org or call
(828) 526-4949 ext. 100.

+ At Cyprus International Restaurant, live music
beginning at 9 p.m. No cover.

* At Highlands Wine & Cheese, Falls on Main,
Wine Flights from 4-6:30 p.m. Five wines, artisan
cheeses and specialty foods. $19 per person.

+ NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
of the ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Community
Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-
0365.

Thursday, Feb. 4

+ Highlands-Cashiers Hospital along with AnMed
Regional Blood Center bloodmobile will be at
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Thursday 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. and at the Highland's First Citizen Bank from
12:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Anyone 17 years or older and
110 pounds can give blood. If you are taking
medication, it won't usually prevent you from giving
blood, however, you may want to bring the name of
the medication with you.

* Free movie at the Cashiers Library at 3 p.m.,
“Angels and Demons."The movies and popcorn are
free, but donations are appreciated. Movies are
among the many services provided to the community
by the Friends of the Library.

Friday, Feb. 5

+ At the Smoky Mountain Center for the Perform-
ing Arts in Franklin on the Hwy. 441, the Booth Broth-
ers. Tickets are $14 per person. Call 828-524-1598
or 866-273-4615 or go to greatmountainmusic.com.

+ The High Mountain Squares will dance this
Friday night, February 5th, at the Macon County
Community Building from 7-9- p.m. Jim Roper from
Cornella, GA will be calling the “Graduation Dance.”
We dance Western Style Square Dancing, main/
stream and plus levels. Everyone is welcome. For
more information call 828-349-0905, 828-369-8344,
706-782-0943, or_www.highmountainsquares.org

Saturday, Feb. 6

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-
ate-to-strenuous 4.5 mile hike with an elevation change
of 1000 feet from the Standing Indian campground to
Blackwell Gap Trail. Meet at the Nantahala Club
House on Carl Slagle road in Franklin at 9 a.m. Drive
20 miles round trip with shuttle. Call Chris Shaw, 371-
0183, for reservations. Visitors are welcome but no
pets please.

Sunday, Feb. 7

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy
2-mile hike to Mud Creek Falls off Hwy. 246/106 near
Sky Valley. Meet at Smoky Mtn. Visitors Center in Otto
at 2:00 p.m. or call leader for alternate meeting place.
Drive 22 miles round trip. Call leader Kay Coriell,
369-6820, for reservations. Visitors are welcome but
no pets please.

Mon., Feb. 8

» Macon County 4-H is offering a beginning

- Page 9

sewing class for youth ages 9-18, starting after school,
3:30 p.m. Parents are encouraged to attend the first
orientation meeting, as youth will be given instruction
on purchasing their supplies, patterns, and fabrics.
Pre-registration is REQUIRED! There is no charge
for the class, however, you will need to purchase your
own sewing supplies, which will be discussed in ori-
entation. This will be a basic sewing class covering
pattern selection, using the sewing machine, your first
sewing project (community service project), and final-
ly, sewing a garment that can be modeled at the Coun-
ty 4-H Fashion Revue, scheduled for Thursday, May
20. Space in this class is limited, so register early!

Tuesday, Feb. 9

* At Hiarpt, “Batter My Heart” will be distributed at
previous meeting. Coordinator: Martha Porter Civic
Center: 10-11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 10

» HINI shots will be given at the county health
departments’ office in Highlands off Buck Creek Road
on Wednesday. The clinics are by appointment only
and are offered free of charge. Appointments may be
scheduled by calling 349-2081.

* The Literacy Council of Highlands will host
Loving Literacy, its first Valentine’s Day-themed event,

=See EVENTS page 10

Ruby Cinema

Hwy 441, Franklin, NC
524-2076

Feb.5-12

DEAR JOHN
rated PG-13
Friday:4:20, 7:10, 9:20
Saturday:2:10, 4:20, 7:10, 9:20
Sunday:2:10, 4:20, 7:10
Mon + Wed:4:20, 7:10
Tues + Thurs:2:10, 4:20, 7:10

EDGE OF DARKNESS
rated R
Friday:4:15, 7, 9:15
Saturday:2, 4:15, 7, 9:15
Sunday: 2, 4:15, 7
Mon + Wed:4:15, 7
Tues + Thurs: 2, 4:15,7

TOOTH FAIRY
rated PG
Friday:4:10, 7:05, 9:10
Saturday:2:05, 4:10, 7:05, 9:10
Sunday:2:05, 4:10, 7:05
Mon + Wed:4:10, 7:05
Tues + Thurs: 2:05, 4:10, 7:05

AVATAR
rated PG-13
Final Week
Friday:4:30, 7:30
Saturday:1:30, 4:30, 7:30
Sunday: 1:30, 4:30, 7:30
Mon + Wed:4:30, 7:30
Tues + Thurs: 1:30, 4:30, 7:30
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adE Ongoing an

from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at the Peggy Crosby Center.
Children are invited to participate in arts and crafts, as
well as listen to a read-aloud of a Valentine’s-themed
book. Loving Literacy is a free event and open to all
children. Snacks will be provided. To RSVP or for
more information, contact Goggins at 828-526-9938,
extension 240.

Thursday, Feb. 11

* Town Board Budget Worksession at 4 p.m. at
the Community Building.

* The League of Women Voters of Macon County
will host a program on the 2010 U.S. census. At the
census information meeting, County Manager Jack
Horton and County Planner Derek Roland will explain
the importance of the census to Macon County, how it
will be carried out, and will explain the role of the CCC
(the Complete Count Committee), a committee
comprised of community and government leaders
dedicated to building awareness of the 2010 census.

Pat Bonard will discuss census jobs. There will be a
question and answer period. The meeting will be held
at Tartan Hall in Franklin. Lunch is available at noon
by reservation. Call 524-5192.

« The Western North Carolina Woodturners Club
willmeet at 6 p.m. at the Blue Ridge School, in Glenville.
Drive to the back of the school to the woodworking
shop. Visitors are always welcomed. The club meets
every second Thursday. Listen to WHLC (104.5 FM)
at 5 p.m. for cancellation due to weather.

» The Needlers’ Needlework Club will meet on,
at 3:30-5 pm at the Ag Center. Our members are
currently making some challenging projects. Anyone
(ages 5-18) interested in crochet, knitting, or
embroidery is welcome to attend.

Saturday, Feb. 13

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-
ate 4-mile hike from Rock Gap to Winding Stair Gap.
Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin, opposite Burger

My children have said that they envy
my teen years. According to them, | had
much more fun in high school than they
did. Actually they're right.

At our Atlanta high school, we had
social clubs. Within this group, we worked
on school projects, played, studied,
planned parties, and supported one an-
other through the normal adolescent
angst. Above all, we formed strong, deep
bond. Now, many years later, those bonds
are still intact. Seven of us meet for a few
days twice a year to reminisce, laugh, and
catch up with each others’ lives. It’s re-
laxed, comfortable, and fun. Although dif-
ferent from each other in many ways, we
continue to love and support each other
through good times and bad.

The Dixie Swim Club, the upcoming
play by the Highlands Cashiers Players, is
about asimilar group of women. They all
met in college when they were on the
championship swim team. When the play
opens twenty-two years later, they're at
their annual trip to the Outer Banks. Team

Highlands-Cashiers Players preparing for
‘The Dixie Swim Club’

From left: Betsy Miller, Carla Gates, Jenny King, Mary Adair Leslie and Lee
Lyons.

captain Sheree is still the mother hen to
the group and is played by Jenny King . Self-
centered, vain, attractive Lexie is played by
Betsy Miller. Successful, martini-drinking
attorney Dinah is Carla Gates, Vernadette,
the “Hard Luck Hannah” in the group is
Lee Lyons, and Jeri Neal, the sweet, inno-
cent nun with the big surprise is played by
Mary Adair Leslie.

When the play opens, the women are
in their early forties; when is closes, they’re
in their late seventies. In between, the audi-
ence shares the laughter and sometimes poi-
gnant moments in the lives of the champi-
onship Dixie Swim Club, directed by Rick
Siegel.

Performances will be at the Perform-
ing Arts Center in Highlands, running Feb-
ruary 25-28 and March 5-7. Evening per-
formances begin at 7:30 pm and Sunday
matinees begin at 2:30 pm. The box office
opens for season subscribers on Thursday,
Feb. 18 and Saturday, Febr. 20 for the gener-
al public. Call 828-526-8084.

King at 9:30 a.m. Drive 20 miles round trip with shuttle.
Call leaders Bill and Sharon Van Horn, 369-1983, for
reservations. Visitors are welcome but no pets please.

Sunday, Feb. 14

* Highlands Hop for Haiti rescheduled due to
snow. 5-9 p.m. at the Highlands School Old Gym.
Anyone you cannot make the new event, but would
like to donate, can drop off their toiletry or monetary
donations at the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation
on the corner of Main and 5th streets in Highlands.
The mission team is now looking to fly to Haiti the week
of Feb. 15, so postponement of the Hop will not delay
the delivery of the donated items.

Monday, Feb. 15

* The Jackson County GOP will meet on Mon-
day at 7 p.m. for a General Meeting at Ryan’s in
Sylva. Among the items of business to be discussed
are final plans for the group’s Red, White and Blue
Gala to be held on February 26th at the Balsam Moun-
tain Inn and the GOP County Convention scheduled
for March 6th. For additional information call Dodie

d Upcoming Events

Allen, Jackson County GOP Chair at Republican Head-
quarters, 828 586-9895 or Ralph Slaughter Vice Chair
at 828 743-6491.

Tuesday, Feb. 16

* At Hiarpt, Ishmael by Daniel Quinn. Coordina-
tor: Karen Hawk. Civic Center: 10-11:30 a.m.

Thursday, Feb. 18

* Free movie at the Cashiers Library at 3 p.m.,
“My Sister's Keeper,” with Cameron Diaz. The mov-
ies and popcorn are free, but donations are appreci-
ated. Movies are among the many services provided
to the community by the Friends of the Library.

* The Jackson County GOP Glenville/Cashiers
Precinct Meeting will be held on Thursday, at 7 p.m. at
the Albert Carlton Library in Cashiers. Delegates to
the District GOP Convention and State GOP conven-
tion will be nominated at this meeting. Also, general
precinct business will be on the agenda. The Cash-
iers precinct includes Sapphire. Call Cashiers Pre-
cinct Chair, Jim Nichols at 828 508-8048 or Glenville
Precinct Chair Jim Mueller at 828 743-3057.

Enrollment doubles for youth Saturday
Art School at The Bascom

For two hours every Saturday
morning, youth from Highlands, Cashiers
and the surrounding areas eagerly attend
The Bascom’s Saturday Art School. Started
in the fall, the 10 a.m. to noon class teaches
kids the fundamentals of visual art, with
drawing, painting, clay work and more.

Bascom Education Director Norma
Hendrix knew the class would be popular,
but she was thrilled to realize when the
winter session began last week that
enrollment had doubled.

“It is so encouraging to see area kids
and their parents invested in art, that they
realize the importance of a strong artistic
outlet,” Hendrix said. “That, and it’s fun!
All the kids are tremendously engaged for
the full two hours having a wonderful
time.”

Each class opens with a drawing

Saturday Art School is thriving at The Bascom. Here, Bascom art students
work on a project. To register or for more information, visit
www.thebascom.org or call (828) 526-4949 ext. 100.

lesson before the instruction moves into
other media. Teacher Susan Nastasic is
starting a series focusing on the solar
system, so the children are working on
planets, stars and other space-themed
creations.

Cost is $64 for an eight-week session,
with all materials included. The Bascom is
currently accepting late enroliment for the
winter session.

Pre-registration is required. Space is
limited, and arrangements need to be made
prior to class. Parents of students can spend
amorning in Highlands, or enjoy a cup of
coffee and some quiet time in the Library
at The Bascom.

To register or for more information,
visitwww.thebascom.org or call (828) 526-
4949 ext. 100.
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The ups and downs of the January 29-31week-

Photos by
Jim and Kim
Lewicki

From Sunset
Rock to
Horse Cove,
from Main
Street to
Monkey Hill,
the storm
left its mark.

Though at one time
over the weekend
75% of all residents
were without
power, and vehicles
lined the ditches of
NC 106 and US 64,
beauty was found
and joy had while
nature quickly
reminded us who is
in charge.
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* SPRITUALLY SPEAKING ®

Why bad things
happen

Rev. Brian Sullivan
Episcoplal Church of the Incarnation

-I-he past few days, we all have had plenty of time to re
fl

ect. What else is one to do in the dark, without elec

tricity, or heat (except for a fireplace)? But reflection is

somewhat a waste of time, when you begin to experience
what comes afterwards — being set free!

| was amazed at the need we all had to share our com-
mon misfortune. After the big lockdown, (or in this case,
“freeze-down”) the day began with a very succinct statement,
“lwill never be able to play another card game of Uno.” With
that one sentence, the stories came pouring out of us. By
midday they continued at Rotary as our lunch conversation
circled with escalating themes of inconvenience. Everyone
had something to add to the conversation. By the end of the
day, as | walked into Mountain Fresh, | was met with high-
pitched laughter lofting in my direction from the new coffee
bar. The source — three haggard faces reflecting my feeling
in one sentence: “We few, we happy few, we band of broth-
ers.”

Despite these stories, | know we all realize none of them
compare to the tragedy of our Haitian brother and sisters.
Their gaunt faces conjure up an image with more gravity
than St. Crispin’s speech in Henry V about brotherhood. |
can think of one quote: “If one member suffers, all suffer
together with it.”

As a Christian, it is this image that | have when | see,
experience, or hear about suffering. Paul shared this image in
his first letter to a church in Corinth. The letter describes us
as one body. A body so perfectly balanced that the inferior
members are treated like the superior members, and vice
versa. In other words, we are all the same, especially when
tragedy strikes. Yet even in our sameness, we are individuals
with incredibly diverse gifts. With this simple image in mind,
| am always amazed at the energy spent trying to understand
why tragedy happens.

This astonishment struck particularly hard in the after-
math of the Haitian earthquake. We have all heard some
pretty amazing explanations for the reason Haiti is suffering.
The explanations range from the politically absurd to the
theologically inept. And throughout the entire struggle to
answer this question, | have only heard one story that makes
any sense. A newscaster had the courage to show us the per-
plexing and complicated answer: children playing. They were
not looking back for an answer; they were making cars out of
discarded water bottles. They were not wringing their hands
wondering why; they were running around a playground.
They weren’t even reflecting pensively in the shade; they
were kicking a flat soccer ball on a rubble-free patch of earth.
They were not using words to answer the question; instead
they were showing us how meaningless the struggle for an
answer is. In the midst of tragedy they came together like a
body in perfect unity — laughing, holding hands, and sharing
their pain.

Why do bad things like earthquakes, snowstorms, ter-
rorism, cancer, rape, torture, calamity, fire, and destruction
happen? The answer is the greatest verb in our lexicon. It is
something inherent in each of us. It is exactly what | have
experienced in Highlands the past few days. It is exactly what
is happening in Haiti at this very moment. It is greater than
faith or hope. It is the answer to all our problems. There is
only one answer when tragedy happens —love!

e PLaces OF WORSHIP

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School - 10 a.m., Worship-11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting — 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Chapel of Sky Valley
Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999
Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770
Sundays: 10 a.m. — Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
Worshipping at the facilities of
Whiteside Presbyterian Church, Cashiers
Sunday: Holy Communion - 9:00 a.m.
Sunday: Adult Forum - 10:30, Bucks Coffee Cafe,
Cashiers
Monday: Evening Bible Study and Supper - 6:00
p-m., members’ homes
Wednesday: Men’ Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First
Baptist Church, Highlands
Thursday: Women's Prayer Group - 10:30 a.m.,
members; homes
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Prayer —6:30 p.m.

Evening Service — 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com = 526-4685
Pastor Gary Hewins
3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands
Sundays: 9:30am Sunday School; 10:30 am;
Childrens/Family Program; 10:45 Worship; 5 p.m.,
Middle and HS student ministeries;
Tuesdays: 9:30 a.m. Womens Bible Study
Wednesdays: 5 p.m. Dinner, 6 p.m. Children/
student/adult programs
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
The Rev. Brian Sullivan — Rector: 526-2968
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite I1)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.
Monday: 4 p.m. Womens Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Mens Cursillo Group
4:30 PM. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 PM. Choir Practice
Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Daughters of the King
= Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor « 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.; 6: p.m.
(nursery provided)

Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner 5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526-4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School - 9:30
a.m.; Youth - 6:30 p.m.; Choir-7:15
Wednesdays: Dinner —5:30 p.m.; Team Kids — 6
p.m.; Prayer —6:15 p.m., Choir-7:30 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor
Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship - 11 a.m.; Sun. School - 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. — Mens Bible Discussion &
Breakfast
Wednesdays — Choir -7
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Sixth Street
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study — 7
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy
526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.; 5 p.m.
Youth Group
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 - children, youth, & adults
studies; 6:15 — Adult choir
(nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 — Womens Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road - 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group
9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion —10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Matt Shuler, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Choir-6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. -7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor
Parish office, 526-2418
Sunday Mass-9 a.m.

Saturday Mass — Mem Day through Oct. — 6 pm
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School -10 a.m.; Worship-11 a.m. &7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. — 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-10:45 a.m.;
Evening Worship — 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth -7 p.m.

For more information call 526-3212.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.

Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study -7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive = 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship-11 a.m.

Child Care-10:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Religious Education-11a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Youth from 8th - 12th grades meet the second
Sunday of each month from 5-7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
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e HiIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HOSPITAL NEWS o

Community Blood Drive TODAY -- Thursday, Feb. 4

“Each unit of blood that is donated
impacts someone’s life. Whether it aids
individuals who are fighting terminal
diseases or builds one’s immune systems to
keep them strong during treatments.
“Maybe it's a one-time transfusion that saves
a life,” says Ann Greenlee, manager of the
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital’s laboratory.
“Those who give blood usually never see the
person they help, but every one of those
patients has a face, and a family, and loved
ones. Each unit of blood someone donates
affects many, many people.”

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital along with
AnMed Regional Blood Center will continue
their annual joint blood drive February 4th.
Greg Johnson of AnMed Blood Center said
“The community can play an important role
in this winter’s blood supply”. The AnMed

bloodmobile will be at Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital on Thursday, February 4 from 9a.m.
to 11 a.m. and at the Highland’s First Citizen
Bank from 12:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

“The number of blood products used for
patients is largely increasing each year. More
than half of the patients receiving blood from
the hospital are your friends and neighbors.
The blood that was donated last year made a
real difference in those people’s lives”, says
Greenlee.

There is never too much participation
during times like these. “Blood we get now
will last up to 42 days. So blood donated
during your drive will help us during atime
when collections are normally minimal,”
says Johnson, which has supplied the
hospital’s needs for blood products for over
20 years”.

Hospital to offer the advanced
Imaging diagnostic capabilities

HCH is installing a new multi-slice CT
scanner (computerized tomography) that
will not only scan patients faster but the tech-
nology also improves accuracy by enabling
the images to be viewed in multiple planes.

The new CT scanner will take 16 image
slices per one rotation enabling our Radiolo-
gist to reconfigure the 2 dimensional picture
images into different planes.

“The multi-slice CT scanner is able to
produce higher resolution images which are
sharper and crisper. The multi slice images
are combined with the reconstruction soft-
ware, allowing the Radiologist to better view
the head, chest, abdomen, pelvis, and extrem-
ities, and get a more precise block of infor-
mation for a quicker and more accurate diag-
nosis,” said Laura Ammons, Radiology Man-
ager.

“The machine provides images from dif-
ferent angles to show a cross section of the
body part in question but supplies much more
detailed information than a traditional x-ray,”
explained Staff Radiologist, Rodney Stinnett
MD. The scan takes “visual slices” of your
body to help locate problems including aor-
tic aneurysms, appendicitis and internal in-
juries. The images are then projected on a
work station monitor for interpretation. A
report is generated to be given to the patients’
physician so they can make recommenda-
tions for treatment.”

“While the technology is advanced and
complex, essentially the new CT scanner will
allow us to view the produced images of bro-
ken bones or body organs from any direc-
tion. Being able to view the images in differ-
ent planes allows us to do procedures, that in
the past, we haven't been able to do”, said Dr.
Stinnett. “The advancements of this new

scanner will allow our doctors and surgeons
to better diagnosis suspected tumors, strokes,
trauma injuries, head and facial injuries,
small fractures, pelvic and extremity fractures
and will improve our abilities with vascular
work,” said Dr. Stinnett.

“Patients can expect a significantly re-
duced scan time with our new CT scanner,
which improves their comfort during the
exam.”

To accommodate for the new CT scan-
ner, which will become operational in March,
the hospital’s radiology department will un-
dergo some refurbishment work over the next
few weeks. During this transition, the hospi-
tal will provide continual service with amo-
bile CT unitonsite.

“This is excellent advancement for our
hospital and the patients we serve. The state-
of-the-art technology the new CT scanner
brings will help aid in the prevention and
treatment of many serious medical condi-
tions”, said Frank Leslie, Interim CEO.

Nursing staff at
hospital continues
to excel

HCH’s highly specialized nursing team
includes individuals who have received na-
tionally advanced certifications in critical
areas of patient care.

“Our hospital has over 75 nurses work-
ing alongside experienced and committed
Medical staff with one goal in mind- to pro-

=See HOSPITAL NEWS page 14

“Each unit of blood donated goesa long
way, says Johnson. Each unit can serve the
needs of up to four different patients. Red cells
are separated out and used to help accident
victims and those who need transfusions as a
result of surgery. Platelets are used to treat
those undergoing chemotherapy and who
suffer from other types of cancer-like blood
diseases. Approximately 45 percent of those
patients who receive blood suffer from the
effects of these illnesses. The plasma stock
derived from each unit is used for burn
victims, while other elements are removed
and given to hemophiliacs and other patients
with clotting deficiencies.”

The requirements are minimal to give
the gift of life. Anyone 17 years or older and
110 pounds can give blood. If you are taking

medication, itwon’t usually prevent you from
giving blood, however, you may want to bring
the name of the medication with you.

If there are persons who would like to
give blood but are uncertain whether or not
they qualify as a donor, can still come to the
blood drive. The AnMed officials will
determine their eligibility through the donor
screening process.

“We all expect blood to be there for us,
but barely a fraction of those who can give
do. Yet sooner or later, virtually all of us will
face a time of great vulnerability in which we
ourselves or aloved one will need blood. Our
Hospital and AnMed Blood Center urges our
community to help replenish our local blood
supply and support this opportunity to give
the gift of life, says Frank Leslie, Interim CEO.

Come see what you've been missing!

$2.99
$1.99
$1.99
$0.39
$1.99
Buy 1

Get 1
FREE

Coming Soon!

In House Roasted Coffee

Check out our Spot On Specials:
PET Dairy Milk gallon

Morning Fresh Orange Juice 1/2gallon
USDA Choice Ground Beef pound

Dole/ Delmonte Bananas pound
Pepperidge Farm Sandwich Bread loaf

Lays Chips Assorted Large Bags

you're gonna need a really

BIG BAG

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

\Corner of 5th & Main in Highlands, NC Grill Opens at 11am 828-526-2400 ) )
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XICAN RESTAURA
OF HIGHLANDS

[L AZTECA

-~ Have a very special
{/ Valentine’s Day meal with us!
Three special and unique

entrees crafted by our chef.
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Acapulco Romance: $55
Fajitas for Two: $22
Sealove: $35 /acapu

7OHIGHLANDS PLAZA (828) 526-2244

... REFUND continued from page 1

place which will enable citizens to report
outages as well as get information back, once
the system is fully operational. (See “Mother
Nature brings town to standstill” in this is-
sue.)

A slight change was made to the Tem-
porary Planned Development Sign Ordi-
nance. Commissioners agreed to strike the
requirement for an “active building permit
issued by the Macon County building depart-
ment” in 2c¢(i) to get the two-year renewal
permit after the initial three-year time peri-
od for the temporary signage has expired.

Developer Bill Nellis said many times a
development is built-out but not sold, so the
need for an “active building permit” wouldn’t
apply when an extension on the temporary
sign ordinance may still be warranted for
marketing purposes.

The board agreed on the grounds that
active marketing be in the works to get the
two-year extension, but once the five-year
period is up, only the development identifi-
cation sign isallowed, not the temporary sign
that includes marketing and Realtor infor-
mation.

The board also voted unanimously to
allow the Highlands United Methodist
Church’s request for Conditional B-1 zon-
ing on its Wellspring property behind the
church which will eventually be used to build

a Faith and Fellowship Center.

The only change the board made was to
require a minimum of 10 parking spaces on
the property even though technically park-
ing isn’trequired in aB-1 zone.

In addition, if the property ceases to be
owned by the church, it reverts back to the
B3 zone; it must be left 30% green, only one
curb cut will be allowed on Spring Street and
10-foot setbacks will be required except for
zero setbacks, as in traditional B1 zones, on
the front and back bordering streets.

Also OK’d was a rezoning request by
Chris Gilbert and Jim Tate for their property
on NC 106. Following a land swap on the
parcel in 2006. the zoning didn’t follow the
land. Subsequently, the front swapped por-
tion was still R4 and the back swapped por-
tion was B5. Now the front is B5 and back
R4, as intended.

Since the last Town Board meeting, the
state has come up with $200,000 more for
stormwater remediation for the Pine Street
Stormwater Improvement Project —mainly
because it has been ranked as a “top green
project.”

Now that there is extra money, the reso-
lution signed at the Jan. 20 meeting award-
ing the contract to Jeff Madden Trucking has
to be amended to include items previously
deleted from the project, when Madden’s bid

... HOSPITAL NEWS continued from page 13

vide the highest levels of quality health care
available,” said Linda Suther, Director of
Nursing. “Earning the certifications, says
that our nurses are committed to an ongo-
ing process of education, in bettering their
skills and abilities to treat our patients.”

Bringing over 28 years of experience,
Cindy B. Coley, RN, CPHM and Employee
Health Coordinator at HCH, has recently
been named a Certified Professional in
Healthcare Management. Coley is able to
educate staff on the value, challenges, histo-
ry, legal aspects and recent trends in health-
care management. “I strive to assure that our
patients are getting the appropriate care at
the appropriate time. | now have the knowl-
edge to better manage the patient’s care in
the most cost effective, efficient manner, all
while meeting the specific needs of each
patient,” said Coley.

HCH also has members of the nursing
staff who are CEN’s (Certified Emergency
Nurses). A nationally recognized credential,
CEN'’s are skilled at dealing with patients
when a diagnosis has not yet been made and
the cause of the problem is unknown. Their
focus is treating patients in the emergency
or crucial phase of their illness or injury. Bry-
an Devinney, RN and Education Resource
Associate and Virginia Stewart, RN and Clin-
ical Coordinator, both have obtained this sta-
tus. “We strive every day and with every pa-
tient to exceed the typical standards of care,”
said Stewart.

Tammy Oakes, LPN and Wound Care

Specialist, has been working in the hospi-
tal's Fidelia Eckerd Living Center for the past
15years. Recently, Oakes has been certified
asa CWS (Certified Wound Specialist) by the
American Academy of Wound Management.
By applying the latest treatment methods in
wound care, wounds can heal faster and more
completely with less likelihood of returning.
“My certification gives me the confidence
needed to give my patients the best care. We
treat many residents and patients daily who
have diabetic foot and ankle ulcers, surgical
wounds, burns and pressure ulcers. We can
implement the proper treatment plan for the
best possible outcome,” said Oakes.

Along with Bryan Devinney’s CEN cer-
tification, he has also received his Certified
Hospital Emergency Coordinator credential.
By completing the CHEC process, the Emer-
gency Management Coordinator learnsand
validates the skills necessary to enable the
hospital to better care for victims of natural
or man-made disasters and various other
public health emergencies, such as the re-
cent HIN1 pandemic. “I feel that our hospi-
tal is better equipped to handle emergency
situations when they arise,” said Devinney.

“We are very proud of the dedicated
members of our nursing staff. They are com-
mitted to providing the best possible care to
all of our patients. There are so many times
our well-being is put into their hands; it's
time to express our gratitude for the excep-
tional care they continue to give,” said Frank
Leslie, Interim CEO.

came in higher than budgeted.

The overall project is still a 50% grant
and 50% no-interest loan for 20 years, but
Fatland and Wilkes said the town is hoping it
can use pending FEMA money to offset the
town’s out-of-pocket expenses and would like
to use the extra money offered by the state to
deal with stormwater remediation on Fifth
Streetand other areas.

“We have to commit to this to get the
money, but we hope to be able to come back
with change orders to use it elsewhere,” said
Wilkes.

Fatland said the town can return the
money if it doesn’t use it but it's best to say
‘yes’ first. Word from FEMA concerning its
pending grant money for stormwater reme-
diation specifically at Fifth and Laurel streets
is expected in 30 days.

The mayor also announced that Mari-
lyn deVille is on the Business Group Com-
mittee.

The board will have a budget workses-
sion4 p.m., Feb. 11 at the Community Build-
ing.

—Kim Lewicki

... SALZARULO continued from page 5

and more than 90% of the population s il-
literate, wooden pegs might be the best so-
lution. I'll leave that to others to decide.
There was another change in our pa-
tients. When we arrived they mistrusted us.
There was a rumor that we had come to
take their limbs. A local orthopedist appar-
ently fed the rumor. When I smiled at a pa-
tient, he scowled in return. When we left,
smiling, grateful patients greeted us. Parents
were no longer wary if | offered toys to their
kids, gifts from Bull, my son. The Marines
who evacuated patients whose injuries
were beyond our scope to treat, American
doctors and nurses, the Haitian profession-
al who chose to join us, and the staff of
Zanmi Lesante, the Haitian wing of Part-
ners had created several miracles. We had

created a functional, if imperfect, hospital
from a chaotic shell. We had saved a lot of
lives and lost a few. We had formed an in-
credible team and established lifelong
friendships. We had started the process of
rebirth and rehabilitation in this tragic na-
tion. And we had won the trust of those
whom we had come to serve.

Ateam from San Diego arrived on the
plane which we rode home. | offered a few
hurried hints to the incoming anesthesiol-
ogist. Pallets of food and supplies are every-
where at the Port au Prince Airport. There is
so much more to be done, but we, “the pros
from Dover” have the pride of knowing
that we started the job, and that is one
memory that will remain with us for the
rest of our lives.



NEW POLICY

Non-Commercial Classifieds:
$5 for first 10 words;
20 cents per word
thereafter.

Comnmercial Classifieds:
$6 for first 10 words;
25 cents per word thereafter.

Email Copy To:
highlandseditor@aol.com
or FAX to 1-866-212-8913

No phone submissions.

Send check to:
Highlands' Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703
Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782
VISA/MASTERCARD Accepted

DEADLINE:
Mondays at 5 p.m.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

All unpaid ads will be deleted.

HELP WANTED

PRN-RN's at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.
Experienced Med-Surg and ER Nurses needed.
Strong leadership skills is a must. Pre-employment
screening required. Call Human Resources at 828-
526-1376 or apply online at www.hchospital.org

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. Full-time position working 12 hour
shifts and every other weekend. Must be on call at
nightand be within 20 minutes of the hospital. Intubation
experience a must. Full benefits, or the option to opt
out of benefits for an increase in pay, available after 60
days of full-time employment. Pre-employment
screening required. Call Human Resources at 828-
526-1376 or apply online at www.hchospital.org

CNA at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Ourwage
scale is $11.00 to $14.40 per hour with shift and
weekend differentials. Pre-employment substance
screening. Call Human Resources, 828-526-1376

or apply online atwww.hchospital.org

LOST

LOST IN TOWN on Dec. 30 - black leather
glove with silver buckle. Return appreciated.
MichieMead@aol.com

WANTED

WANTED TO RENT —Quality 3 or 4-bedroom
home close to town. Upgraded kitchen, flexible on
furnishings, easy access. Small, clean dog allowed.
Long term lease. Possibly interested in option for the

right home. Call 828-200-0815. (st. 12/10)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

THE REAL ESTATE BOOK —North America’s
largestand most successful ‘Homes for Sale” magazine
is offering the chance o be an Independent Distributor
of the Cashiers-Highlands area. This market meets
the criteria of our other 400 successful territories.
Comprehensive training, on-going support help
ensure success. Candidate should possess strong
sales skills, customer support & follow-up. No franchise
fees or royalties. Initial start-up and working capital
required. Call 770-962-7220, ext. 24608 or email
ttruitt@nci.com for more information. (2/4)

REALESTATE FOR SALE

REDUCED-35acres, 3BR, 2BAmanufactured
home, large shop building, storage building, covered
parking. Clear Creek/Blue Valley Area. $205,000.
828-526-8191 ( 3/11)

TWO LOTS IN BLUE VALLEY - Dead-end
Road. Water & Septicincluded. Subfloor and foundation
onone, 70-ft. single-wide on the other. .55 acre and
.65 acre. Borders USFS and great view of Satulah
Mountain. Call 828-482-2052. (St. 11/24)

$205,000 FOR BOTH. BY OWNER NO AC
NEEDED. CLASSIC COUNTRY HOME, 4.2 acres.
Perennial landscaping. 4 bed 3 bath, garage and
shed 2900 sq. ft living space. 1,523 sq. ft deck.
$338,500, 743-5788 (st. 10/15)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

REALLY NEAT DUPLEX —Two bed, one bath.
Screened porch, garage, etc. 122 Dog Mountain
Road. $750/ mth plus utilities and $200 deposit. Call
828-508-0664. (St.1/14)

ONE BED. 1 BATH, plus den with trundle beds
—fully furnished, new construction, including utilities,
cable TV, WID, wireless Internet access. Smoke-free
environment. 1,200 sq. ft. plus 2 outside decks. Walk to
Main Street. Near new Bascom. $950/month. Call
813-428-2359. (4/15)

ARCHITECTS PRIVATE HOME WITH
STUNNING FEATURES. Three bedrooms, plus den,
three full baths, and an open living area. Two Stone
fireplaces and three decks overlooking stream and
private stocked trout pond. Full Privacy. Designer
furnished. Walking distance to town. Non smokers only;
no pets. Deposit required. Monthly or yearly rental
$2,500.00 per month. Call 770-639-2682 or 678-
358-9675 (3/25)

SPACIOUS MAIN ST. APT, full kitchen, fully
furnished, covered balcony, small pets OK. $700/mo.
526-3363. (St. 11/5)

ONE-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN TOWN —
535 N. 4th Street. $600 a month. Call 770-827-0450.
(St. 11/5)

CUTE HIGHLANDS COTTAGE. 2BR/1BA.
Remodeled kitchen and bath. Close to town, private,
quiet. Deck, W/D, DW, wood stove. No smoking. Pets
negotiable. $900/month + utilities. 770-845-1577. (st.
10/22)

APT. FOR RENT - Fully Furnished. Including
WID. Minutes from Hospital and downtown. $475/month
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plus utilities. Call 787-2423. (2/25)

2 BED, 1 BATH HOUSE FOR RENT IN
LAUREL FALLS. Few minutes from downtown
Highlands and the hospital. fully furnished included w/
d. Call 787-2423. (2/25)

FULLY FURNISHED 4-ROOM CABIN SUITE
off Glen Falls Road atop Loma Linda Farm. New queen
bed, kitchenette, large tiled shower, deck and view.
Good for 1 person. $700/mo. includes electric, heat,
satellite TV and wifi. Visit http://
highlandscashiersrealestate.blogspot.com/for virtual
tour. Phone (828) 421-7922. (st. 11/12)

APARTMENT FOR RENT - partly furnished
1BR/1ba - no dogs/smokers - Whiteside Cove - $100/
week - call (828) 787-1515 (4/15)

ROOM FOR RENT - furnished or not - no
smokers - must love dogs - $50/week - call (828) 787-
1515 (4/15)

APARTMENT FOR RENT - newly furnished
one bed/one bath. AC/Heat. Deck. Fantastic view. 5
min from Highlands. Adults only. No smokers, no pets.
Utilities included. $795. Call 526-2694. (st. 7/30)

GREAT 2/1BATHAPARTMENT —Main Street,
Highlands includes 9-foot ceilings, central heat & air,
balcony, large laundry room with washer/dryer. $900
per month plus utilities. Lease and references required.
Contact John Dotson - 526-5587. (st. 5/21)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT/SALE

FOR SALE —BEST ‘COMMERCIAL'BUY IN
HIGHLANDS — 535 4th Street. Zoned mixed-use,
commercial and residential. Recent Remodel. Great
retail/office and separate one-bedroom basement
apartment. $389,000. Call 770-827-0450. (St. 11/5)

RESTAURANT FOR LEASE ON THE
CASHIERS ROAD. - Currently occupied by High
Country Cafe. 6,300 sq. ft. Call Buddy or Sherry
Kremser at 706-782-6252. (St. 11/5)

RENTAL SPACE IN WRIGHT SQUARE - Half
a building or two floors of one building. Call Harold
Brammer. 828-526-5673. (st. 4/16)

VACATION RENTAL

RV SITES FOR RENT IN TOWN — Short
Wialk to Main Street. Daily, Weekly, or Monthly Rates
Available. Contact Charlie @ (828)526-8645 e-mail:
chestnutcottages@yahoo.com (ST. 11/5)

ITEMS FOR SALE

PIANO — Gorgeous Fully restored. Late 1800s
upright owned by the Vanderbelts and was in the
Biltmore Estates Plays Beautiful $7,000 invested, worth
way more Must sell. Will sacrifice for $2,800. OBO.
828-524-7233 or 828-371-2129 (st. 10/22)

COLEMAN 5000 ER ELECTRONIC GARAGE
DOOR. $500. Call 526-5025. (st. 8/13)

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2005 BOBCAT 334 G SERIES - Enclosed
cab/heat, 800 hrs./hyraulic thumb, 16 & 24 in. bucket.
Asking: $21,500 OBO. Call: 526-5793 (st. 12/3)

CADILLAC DEVILLE 2002 - Silver, 85,300
miles. One owner, garaged. $8,950. See at 150 Shel-
by Circle, Highlands. 787-2310. (St. 7/9)

Mid-Winter Community
“Garage” Sale
at Highlands Rec Park

Saturday, March 6

Come sell your
household and yard
items from
9a.m.to 4 p.m.
Call Cindy Batson at
526-9310 about booth
space.

SERVICES

HELPING HANDS will clean for you, no job too
big. Excellentreferences. Pet sitting services available.
Macon County resident. Call 443-315-9547. (1/28)

EXPERIENCED CHILD CARE - DAILY,
EVENINGS, HOURLY ANDAFTER SCHOOL. CALL
828-526-2536. (1/21)

HANDYMAN SPECIAL - Repairs and
remodeling, electrical and plumbing, carpentry and
more. Low prices. For free estimate, call 828-342-
7864. (1/14)

THE HIGHLANDS HANDYMAN - Anything
and Everything. Local References. Call a neighbor.
Call Mark at 526-0031.(1/28)

NEED FIREWOOD? Any size load. Seasoned
hardwood. Call 828-332-7303 or 828-526-2536 (2/
4)

EXPERIENCED CHILDCARE daily, evenings,
weekly, hourly and after school. Call 828-526-2536
(1/28)

ICE AND SNOW REMOVAL. Call 526-2251
or 342-6289. (3/31)

24-HOUR CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE -
16 years experience. Will travel to accommodate.
$2,800 monthly, negotiable. Call Clare Myers 828-
349-3479 or 828-342-1603. (2/1)

RELIABLE CHILD CARE IN MY HOME -
Minutes from Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Daily/
Weekly. 12 years experience, referemces and Early
Childhood credentials. $5 per hour for first child, $10 a
day for second sibling. Call 743-2672. (3/31)

FIREWOOD “Nature Dried” Call 526-2251. (3/
31)

TREE SERVICE - Complete Tree Removal,
Trimming, Stump Grinding, Lot Clearing, Under Brush-
ing, and Hemlock treatment and fertilization for “Woolly
Adelgid.” 828-526-2251 (3/31)

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVIC-
ES - Complete Landscaping Company, Design, In-
stallation and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees,
Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing,
Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-Tie work. 20 years
serving Highlands area. 828-526-2251. (3/31)
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PoLice, FIRE & SHERIFF REPORTS

The following are the Highlands Police Dept. log entries
from Jan. 28. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-
3 misdemeanor, or public officials have been used.

Jan. 28

*At6:45 p.m., officers responded to a call about a vehicle on the side
of the Azalea Drive.

* At 2 p.m., officers received a call about someone driving over
surveyor's equipment on Dogwood Lane.

Jan. 29

« Officers responded to a two-vehicle accident on U.S. 64 east.

* At 10:30 a.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident at
Mirror Lake Road and Pine Lane.

* At 10:45 a.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident at NC
106 and Buttermilk.

* At 7:20 p.m., officers responded to an accident on US 64 west.

Jan. 30

* At5:30 a.m., officers responded to a call about a tree on a vehicle
onS. 4th Street.

Jan. 31

* At 3:20 a.m., officers on patrol found an open door at a business.
[twas secured.

During the week, police officers responded to 16 alarms and issued
3citations.

The following are the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log
entries from Jan. 29:

Jan. 29

* At 1:48 p.m., the dept. responded to multiple accidents on S. 4th
Street. There were noinjuries.

Jan. 30

¢ At 2:21 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a
medical call at Chestnut Hill. There was no transport.

*At4:49a.m., the dept. assisted a stranded motorist on Turtle Pond
Road.

At 7:34 a.m., the dept. responded to a transformer fire on Azalea
Drive. It was out upon arrival.

* At 9:35 a.m., the dept. responded to an accident on NC 106.
There were no injuries.

*At9:42 a.m., The dept. responded to a fire alarm at a residence on
Big Bear Pen Road. There was no problem.

*At7:19 p.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to Scaly Fire & Rescue
fora chimney fire at a residence on Ritchie Road.

+At8:01 p.m., the dept. responded to a possible structure fire ata
residence on Walkingstick Road. The call was canceled enroute.

Jan. 31

*At12:58 p.m., the dept. responded to a call about a stuck vehicle
on NC 106.

* At5:57 p.m., the dept. responded to a carbon monoxide alarm at
aresidence on Many Road. It was cancelled.

+At10:41a.m., the dept. responded to a structure fire at a residence
on Maplewood Lane. There was extensive damage, possibly due to a
heater malfunction.

Feb. 1

* At 11:42 a.m., the dept. responded to propane truck rollover on
Shortoff Road. There were no injuries, minimum leakage. Stood by while
wrecker pulled truck out of ditch.

Feb. 2

* At 6:48 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a
medical call on Main Street. The victim was taken to the hospital.

Feb. 3

* At 9:30 a.m., the dept. responded to an accident on NC 106.
There were no injuries.

Woman arrested for felonies involving a child

The Macon County Sheriff's Office charged
Jennifer Geane lannuzzi with three felonies in-
volving a minor child: Indecent Liberties with a
Child, Felonious Restraint, and Abduction of a
Child. The minor child was twelve (12) years old
when the alleged offenses began. The dates of
offense listed in the arrest warrants range from
July 1, 2009 to December 30, 2009.

lannuzzi was arrested on January 29, 2010,
her bond was set at $20,000 and her first court
date is February 11, 2010. lannuzzi was still in
custody at the time of this release. lannuzziisa
resident of Franklin and is 38 years old.

Sheriff's Office Investigators consulted with
the District Attorney’s Office throughout the investigation.
This isan ongoing investigation and no additional informa-
tion is available from the Sheriff’s Office at this time.

“After receiving a report Investigators worked numerous
hours on this case and have done an outstanding job,” said
Sheriff Robert Holland. “I am confident that they will con-
tinue to conduct a thorough investigation and | have no addi-
tional statements at this time.”

Macon County School Superintendent Dan Brigman
echoed Holland's remarks.

“This is a confidential matter involving a student, and |
cannot discuss it at this time. The Board is very sensitive to
students, their safety and their privacy. We are aware of the
matter and are assisting authorities with their investigation
in any way we can. Please direct any other inquiries to the

Jennifer Geane
lannuzzi

Macon County Sherriff's Office.”

Brigman said Ms. lannuzzi isn’t a teacher for
Macon County Schools, but she is on the Cowee
Elementary and Macon Middle School substitute
list. She has also tutored in the past.

Sheriff Holland requests that anyone with
information regarding this investigation contact
the Sheriff's Office at (828) 349-2104 or Macon
County Crime Stoppers at (828) 349-2600 or toll-
free at (866) 374- TIPS (8277). Callersto Crime
Stoppers may remain anonymous and may be
eligible for areward.

Winter Storm Statistics
1:30 p.m. Jan. 29 until 11 a.m. Jan. 31

+9-1-1 received 460 calls for service
« Lastweek during the same time period they received 133 calls for service,
which indicates a significantincrease in calls due to weather related issues.
« There were 9 structure fires and/or chimney fires reported during this time
period.
« There were 25 miscellaneous fire calls reported during this time period,
such as trees down on power lines and on fire, etc.
* There were 48 vehicle accidents, most with no injuries.
* There were 109 reports of trees and/or utility lines down causing hazardous
situations
* There were 16 EMS or Public Assist calls for service.
- Todd Seagle, Lead Telecommunicator
Warren Cabe, MC Director of Emergency Services

... CHILDCARE continued from page 1

initiatives in the local childcare industry, this shortage will
continue to grow as Macon County grows.”

Furthermore, the committee echoed what the county’s
Economic Development Commission has said, “That an in-
vestment in childcare services yields significant returns to
the community and local businesses and is considered a key
pin in enticing businesses from out of county and out of state
to relocate or set up shop in Macon County.”

The Economic Opportunity Institute projects that na-
tionally in the next 10 years, 85% of the workforce will be
working parents who spend more time on the job than they
did 20 years ago.

The Office of State Budget Management and the State
Center for Health Statistics predict the resident population
of Macon County to grow 40% now through 2029. The se-
nior population of over 55 will decrease from 37% to 31.6%
during the same period. At the same time, the youngest group,
ages 0-14, will increase from 15.9% to 18.9%.

“It is reasonable to assume the infant/toddler popula-
tion will grow at the same rate. Should a younger workforce
be successfully attracted to the county, the infant/toddler pop-
ulation will grow even faster,” reads the committee’s report.

Based on these projections and without significant new
initiatives by Macon County to encourage similar growth in
the childcare industry, the current shortage will grow to 750
children and families needing care where none will be avail-
able.

The committee suggests a short-term solution in the form
of a new infant/toddler center and identified the need for
long-term incentives to grow childcare capacity in the coun-
ty at a rate consistent with projected growth in the popula-
tion and work force. Since the problem with childcare is
twofold —waiting lists and affordability — the committee sug-
gested a subsidized program of sorts.

“Based on current costs and salaries of families who
make too much to qualify for federal and state programs, it's
clear that average working families can’t afford quality child-
care,” said Sutton. “They end up spending 50% to 60% of
their earnings on childcare which means they can’t meet
their other financial responsibilities.”

To compound matters, the cost of providing childcare
in Macon County can be expensive — $380-$1,200 a month
per child, depending on the child’s age, provider and facili-
ty’s star rating.

With the state raising the bar for facility requirements
and caregiver certification requirements, seven homecenters
and four childcare centers have gone out of business since
2005 and only five new centers have opened. Sutton said in
addition, traditionally caregiver wages are low, work-related
stress is high, so turnover is high in the industry.

The committee says an 8,100 sq. ft., easily accessible,
centrally located, public-private facility could house 120-140
infant/toddlers, age 0-2 years, and would create 22 jobs with
a payroll of about $400,000. “In fact, the childcare industry
in North Carolinaisa$1.77 billion industry,” he said.

Sutton said affordable, dependable, quality childcare is
a“quality of life” issue and one that will pay off later if invest-
ed in now. He said children who experience quality child-
care are less likely to end up in the “system” as delinquents
and troubled kids. “Every dollar you spend on a child brings
$7 back into the community during adult years,” he said.

Though the county can't afford to back the concept right
now, Chairman Ronnie Beale said it's a problem that's not
going to go away; one that’s going to get worse and one that
most affects single-mothers.

Though no immediate answers were available, Beale
said the commission will continue to work on the issue.

—Kim Lewicki
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$17 weekly e SERVICE DIRECTORY »

MANLEY’S AUTO

._fowmg Available 24/ Hours
nies ‘Popcorn’ Manley - Owner/Operator
Garage: (828)'526-9805
Cell: (828) 342-0583
l‘m\rlng (878) 526:0374

Michael David Rogers

Native grown trees and plants
/,* " Erosion Control Specialist
. _Landscape Installation
i, % " &Maintenance

515 Wyanoak Drive ¢ Highlands
¥ 828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268
: :’;;-;’ tinarogers@nctv.com

Don’t Scream...(y
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

526-4946 ® 342-9312

FIREWOOD
(Dry Hardwood)
for SALE.
Priced to SELL!

Call 526-4946 or 200-0268

Visit Greenleaf Gallery right here
in Highlands for all your ...

Custom Picture Framing
526-9333
177 Main St. (Wright Sq.) Highlands

20 years!
Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251
Fax: 828-526-8764
N Email: JJlawn1663@verizon.net

DS
SERVICES  3ohn Shearl, Owner + 1663 S. 4" St. Highlands

Runaround
Ue.
Pet SIttiNg
. H_ealthy Hom_emade Treats p.(s)e%t?(fel% 1
*Birthday Parties Highlands, NC 28741
+ Pet Photos _ (828)526-0844
+Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing slaferty@verizon.net

Deluxe, Indoor

Climate Controlled

Self Storage
With covered
loading zone

Residential « Commercial

Pressure Cleaning « Seamless Gutters, too
Insured e Licensed « References
Dennis Perkins, owner

828-371-2277 or 828-526-3542 5/28

« Units Available »

Highlands Storage Village « 828-526-4555

Cashiers Road

CROWE CONSTRUCTION

New Construction = Remodels
Maintainence and Repairs
Owner- Kenneth M. Crowe

(828) 526-5943
Cell: (828) 332-8290
crowecrazy@yahoo.com

1540 Blue Valley Rd.
Highlands, NC 28741

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, INnc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139
email: allandearth@msn.com

Collision Center

Auto Body Repair and Detail Shop
OwnerL Jeff Miller

3@]\

65 Brooks Rd.
Highlands
828-526-1507

2/25
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Highlands’ Newspapers
Internet Directory
Highlandsinfo.com had
a record-breaking year
for visitors coming to our
Internet Directory in
2009 and now there
have been more visitors
in Jan. 2010 then any
other Jan. recorded since
2003. Good news for
Highlands ... 2010 is
looking like it’s going to
be great from early
indications.

Many restaurants will be
open for Valentine’s
Day/President’s Day
weekend including ...on
the Verandah and
Paoletti’s which are
opening that weekend
for the season. (See
page 4 for all
participating
restaurants.)
Highlandsinfo.com has
also added videos to its
Internet Directory
Waterfalls & Area
Events. Soon we will be
adding a Highlands
“Things To Do” video.
Any business or
organization wanting to
participate should
contact: the Publisher of
Highlands’ Newspaper
828-526-0782 /
HighlandsEditor@aol.com
Our Internet Directory
also has links to many
Highlands Lodging,
Dining & Real Estate
professionals. It's no
wonder
Highlandsinfo.com has
been the most used
Internet Directory about
the Highlands area since
2003. There is no other
place on the Internet
that can offer more
useful information
about Highlands then
Highlandsinfo.com.
GOOGLE Highlands or
Highlands NC or
Highlands North
Carolina and see where
you would go if you
were a visitor wanting to
know more about
beautiful Highlands.

2009 Record-breaking year for Highlands’ Newspaper’s Internet Directory

— Highlandsinfo.com —
Activity on Highlandsinfo.com for 2009

Date Range: 01/01/2009 - 12/31/2009

Report for: highlandsinfo.com

Daily Graph
Range Total: 450,356 Daily Average: 1,343.44
Visitors
3,5007] B
] : Al JRNN N [y
J T L A 1 T A A (1 o AR A il
O e A A A
b A BB R ER R R R
0—" ! i 1l 1 1 ‘ 1 I 1 1 r 1 | 1l H 1 ': i 1 ” 1 ! 1 : Ll 1 I Ll —
Jan 01 Apr 02 Jul 02 Oct 01 Dec 31

Activity on Highlandsinfo.com for January 2009

Date Range: 01/01/2009 - 01/31/2009

Report for: highlandsinfo.com

Snapshot
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Activity on Highlandsinfo.com for January 2010

Date Range: 01/01/2010 - 01/31/2010

Report for: highlandsinfo.com

Snapshot
Range Total: 42,625 Daily Average: 1,375
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Country Club Properties o »}&%}gl MEADOWS
“vour local hometown 4 i W7\ MOUNTAIN REALTY
Real Estate professionals.” 526-1717
| 866-526-3558
4 Offices 828-526-2520 : — l" — 450 N. 4th Street
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com Main Street Inn & Bistro meadowsmtnrealty.com

526-2590 « www.mainstreet-inn.com

\—d Baseball Field @Ta @ )5
HICKORY s
S Diamond Galle
SPECIAL amond Gavery
custom jewelry”
Wee k|yEV6ntS ’ @ Open ygar rourii
* Tues. through Sat., 10-5
POStEd He I"e : 152 South 2nd Street

& Noted on

828-526-5858 or 404-668-4380
drakesdiamonds@yahoo.com

CHESTNUT ST.

HCP
Center : &
Rec. Park H-CCMF ‘/

LAUREL ST.

Covered
Bridge
Entrance

il Log Cabin
Lane
&
526-5899

/N
the bird barn

“We're All About Birds”

Next door to
Mountain Fresh Grocery
at The Falls on Main
828-526-3910

Trillium Q@f

\ Highlands
Plaza

2010 Copyrighted Map

WAYAH Insurance Group

Auto~Business~Home~Life~Health L e g e n d B OX TCC"I no]ogics , LLC

526-3713 :
800-333-5188 (@) Radioshack.
www.wayah.com Open Monday-Friday 10-5
Professional = Local = Personal and Saturday 10-4
Service  Great Prices (Across from the Hudson I__|brary)
at The Falls on Main

472 Carolina Way 526-3350
Enjoy Wine gt TSI
Tastings WINTE
THE PEOPLE YOU TURN TO. every (HEESE
THE BANK YOU TRUST. Saturday Sﬂ OF
800.438.2265 afternoon! i
WWW.MACONBANK.COM |} I T —=
MEMBER FDIC NOTE: There is a $10 min. editing fee for changing map ads. Deadline Mon. 5pm for next edition The Falls on Main « 526-5210

highlandswine@nctv.com

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
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NADINE PARADISE, Broker

828-526-8300 (oFricE)
828-371-2551 (CeLL)

nadineparadise@gmail com

HARRY NORMAN

828-526-8300 [REALTORS iy B2 HARRY NORM AN, MounTain Brook CENTER

800-223-8259 o CarolinaWay
Since 1930 REAITORS'
www.HighlandsReal Estate.com Snce 1930 Hwy 64 &CaroLiNA WAY, HiGHLANDS

Our passion for the mountains starts with you!

To >>>>
White-
water
Falls &

HighlandsInfo.com

* Highlands-Cashiers
Waterfall & Hiking Map

Detailed Info Inside Newspaper

Glenville

Whitewater

The Custom House

442 CarolinaWay = 828-526-2665

b Falls*_
Bust Your Whiteside / Opening Feb. 12 « Dinner from 5:30
Highlands 1

Mtn. Trail T
Butt Falls Whiteside Mtn. U] Reservations: 526-4906

Hwy. 64w
& 28n To

Cliffside

/\ Lake

Bridal Veil

Falls ///

Silver Run

/// Falls

Dry Falls :
fron Lsridge

Glen Falls g e Hours: Thurs. 11 4.30 e
A Fri.&Sat.: 10:30-5 -
Chatt
?‘rr;f’ga/\ 828-787-2473
on Bridge 488 Main Street
Chattooga Highlands

.onthe Verandah Restaurant Scaly Mtn.

on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

www.ontheverandah.com

PDF Inter-Active & Linked Map
Sky Valley  Highlandsinfo.com/mapit.htm

Cut n Patch

Quilt Shop

Custom Quilts =8
Fabrics, Notlons
526-9743 -

Hours by Appointment
Highlands

BUILDING GREEN HOMES:
DURABLE, HEALTHY, & ENERGY EFFICIENT

CIMARRON
BUILDERS

WWW.CIMBUILD.COM

828-526-2240

HESTNUT HIL

AT HIGHLANDS

Monday thru Saturday:
11 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Main Street, Highlands
828-526-3788
Nationwide Shipping




