PDF Version - www.Highlandsinfo.com

FRI SAT SUN

51135F 50\ 39F 45\ 40F

This Week in Highlands

NOTE:

* For the next 2 weeks, Mon.-Fi.,
7am.to5p.m., traffic will be detoured in
the vicinity of Maple Street, Carolina
Way at US 64 for Pine Street Stormwa-
terwork. Watch for signs.

Every Thursday

* Census 2010 Application Test
9:30a.m. atthe Highlands Civic Center.
“Get Paid to Make a Difference.”

Firday, March 26

+ Highlands School Make-up day.
Early Dismissal at 1 p.m.

Saturday, March 27

» Community Garage Sale atthe
Rec Park 9 a.m.to 4 p.m. Household
items, furniture, yard items and much
more.

* The Satolah, GA, volunteer fire
department holds its annual benefit, Sat-
urday at the firehouse on Route 28.
Food isto be served at5 p.m. Smoked
pork barbecue or grilled chickenwith all
the timmings, $7.50 per plate for adults,
$10foracombo plate. Whole butts ($30)
and whole chickens ($10). Music starts
at 7 p.m. with Foxfire and Oliver Rice
and Blue Ridge Mountain Band. All pro-
ceeds benefit this volunteer fire station
on Route 28. The public s invited.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take a strenuous 12-mile hike, with an
elevation change of 2800 feet, to New-
ton Bald from Smoke Mont, returning
on Mingus Creek trail to Mingus Mill.
Call leader Don O’'Neal at 828-586-
5723 for reservations.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will
take a moderate 5.7 mile hike on the
Park Creek and Park Ridge loop trails
inthe Standing Indian area. Call leader
Bill Van Horn at 369-1983 for reserva-
tions.

Wednesday, March 31

+ Highlands School Kindergarten
Registration. 10 a.m. to noon. 10 a.m.
parents arrive a Highlands School Me-
dia Center. 10:45 students arrive at
school and join parents.

Thursday, April 1

+2010 Census forms arrive inthe
mail. 10 questions. Fill it out and mail it
back. It matters.

PB says ‘no’ to rezoning request

— Town could be headed to court —

If the town doesn't agree to re-
zone a split-zoned piece of proper-
tyon NC 28, itcould end up in court.

That was the word from Attor-
ney Richard Melvin who was rep-
resenting John Shearl of J&J Land-
scaping of 1663 S. 4™ Street.

It all began last fall when the
Zoning Board of Adjustment up-

LEGEND
=emea Whiteside
Mtn. Trail

— Whiteside
Mtn. Road
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Parking
Rest Rooms

National
Forest Land

Private Land

held Zoning Administrator Joe
Cooley’s ruling that cited Shearl for
conducting commercial business
on the residential portion of his .95-
acre parcel.

The B3 commercial .53-acre
portion of his property fronts NC
28 (S. 4™ Street) and the residential
.42-acre portion along the back of

To Cashiers - 5 mi.—»

Whiteside

Lake

the property joins other residen-
tial parcels in the Indian Hills sub-
division.

The Heddens who live adja-
cent to Shearl’s residential portion
complained that over the years,
Shearl’s business has moved onto

=See PLANNING BOARD page 15

New climbing route closed to protect
falcons at Whiteside Mountain

In response to a new nesting
location of the resident pair of
endangered peregrine falcons,
Forest Service is changing the
annual climbing closure at
Whiteside Mountain from the west
to the east side of the cliff, effective
March 22 through August 15, 2010.

Specifically, the cliff face east
of the “Mainline” climbing route
is closed to climbing and rappelling

this year — when facing the cliff,
east is to the right. The Forest
Service has updated closure
information in the trailhead kiosk
and is posting signs on the trail.
The west side of the cliff,
normally closed during the falcon
nesting season, will be open this
year. For several years, the resident
pair of peregrine falcons has nested
on Whiteside’s west face, and the

Forest Service has closed that side
to climbing and rappelling. “This
year, they're mixing it up a bit,” said
Chris Kelly, Wildlife Diversity
Biologist with North Carolina
Wildlife Resources Commission
and coordinator of the
Commission’s peregrine falcon
monitoring program.

“Peregrine falcons do not

=See FALCONS page 15
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BOE urges
citizens to
push for
local school
calendar

Negotiating the winter of 2010
has been difficult and has accentu-
ated the need for local control of
school calendars in Western North
Carolinaschool districts.

Trying to navigate state guide-
lines set in Raleigh and lobbied for
by chambers of commerce that de-
termine the start and end date of
public school, while incorporating
the required teacher workdays fol-
lowing each grading period and
snow make-up days has frustrated
school administrators, parents and
students.

“Call your state representatives
and urge them to let us keep our
calendar local,” said Macon Coun-
ty School Superintendent Dan Brig-
man and school board chairman
Jim Breedlove at the March 22
meeting at Highlands School.

Some years ago, school calen-
dars in North Carolina were
changed to extend summer vaca-
tion for families and maintain a
“summer” workforce for the tour-
ism-dependent state.

While winters were mild, the
need for “make-up” days was min-
imal but all that changed this year.
Due to snow days, school has been

=See CALENDAR page 17
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Choose synthetic

rink carefully

Dear Editor,

As along time ice skater and skating
instructor | am thrilled to see Highlands’
interest in establishing an ice rink. Ice
skating is a terrific activity for all ages and
for all the obvious reasons.

However, | suggest that before you
make a decision as to the type of
surface, the city and interested citizens
should contact the directors and owners of
public rinks who use frozen ice surfaces
and also those who use the synthetic
surfaces. | also suggest you thoroughly
check the web for information on
synthetic surfaces by Googling pros and
cons of synthetic ice rinks. You may find
that synthetic ice is “penny wise and pound
foolish,” then again a small rink of
synthetic ice may prove to be an interesting
diversion to tourists.

The first problem with synthetic ice is
that body posture is different and may not
help the skater when transferring to “real
ice.” Synthetic ice may build confidence in
the child as a beginning skater, but then
what? The surface is much slower making
the push, and body positioning, more
difficult and some rinks using synthetic ice
even require that the toe picks on skates be
filed off.

If synthetic surfaces are not carefully
and consistently maintained they are
especially rough on skate blades, much
more so than ice surfaces. Unlike ice, if
synthetic surfaces are not smoothed
with resurfacing equipment after each
skating session, the roughened, gouged
spots will be filled with dirt and dust inan
outdoor environment. The skate blades will
dull much faster requiring more frequent
sharpening, the problem being that there is
afinite number of times that blades can be
sharpened. Evidently there are several types
of synthetic surfaces, some that are not so
hard on blades. So, if you are serious about
synthetic surfaces | hope you thoroughly
research the types of surfaces available.

I would think that if Highlands has a
synthetic rink, people would be interested
in trying it once or twice. However, |
seriously doubt that you will get the repeat
skater, those who are really interested in
learning how to skate. Of course it depends
on the type of skater you want to attract. Do
you want this to be for visitors who would
skate once or twice out of curiosity, or do
you want this for residents and their
children who would want to skate possibly
every day? Are you wanting to have a figure

A tale of two parks

'Tis a Tale of Highlands Parks, namely two
Their use and what people and animals do do
Dogs loose on the field
Is not for compost to yield
Or Pine Street for the use of a few.

The ball field has been “litter”-ally flagged
With stuff that was better off bagged.
How’d you like to slide home
Where dogs marked on their roam
Nice smells each time their tail wagged?

Then, it’s a skate on thin ice to contemplate a rink
At Pine Street, a future urban nature link.
To the Town it would fall
For utilities, water and all......
What? Private business on public land? RETHINK.

— Karen Hawk

LETTERS-TO-THE EDITOR-PoOLICY

We reserve the right to reject or edit submissions. NO ANONYMOUS LETTERS
WILL BE ACCEPTED. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Highlands’
Newspaper. Please EMAIL letters by Monday at 5 p.m.

There is a 500-word limit without prior approval.

Highllamdls’ Newspaper

“Our Community Service - A Free Local Newspaper”

Member N.C. Press Association
FREE every Thursday; circulation over 7,500
Toll Free FAX: 866-212-8913 =« (828) 526-0782

Email: HighlandsEditor@aol.com

Publisher/Editor — Kim Lewicki; Copy Editor- Tom Merchant
Cartoonist — Karen Hawk; Digital Media - Jim Lewicki
Locally owned and operated Kim & Jim Lewicki

NP

Adobe PDF version at www.Highlandsinfo.com
265 Oak St.; PO. Box 2703, Highlands, N.C. , 28741

All Rights Reserved. No articles, photos, illustrations, advertisements or design
elements may be used without permission from the publisher.

skating program and hockey program for
adults and children alike, a program which
would consistently attract skaters from
Highlands and the surrounding towns? If
the city is only interested in a “curiosity”
you may want to consider just doing an
outdoor rink for roller skates, then you
wouldn’t need a special surface at all.

I do realize there are many things to
consider on thisissue. And, | haven't seen
what the plans would be for the tennis
courts. Surely you aren’t going to demolish
them.

As | state, I would love to see an ice rink
in Highlands, and I would love to ice skate
in Highlands. I just hope you will think
long and hard and do the proper
investigation before you spend money and
effort on either a synthetic rink or arink of
real ice.

Julia Gary
Highlands

A village green for
Highlands

Dear Editor,

The vision for a beautifully landscaped
green (yes, green) space in downtown
Highlands was first cited in the Town’s
2005-2010 Land Use Plan. The “old post of-
fice site on Fifth Street” was identified in
the plan as an example of a centrally located
parcel well suited for a “town commons”
green space. The vision was to create a small
landscaped park in the business district that
could be a quiet, relaxing haven for resi-
dents and visitors. The park could also be a
focal point, a gathering spot, for special
community events — like arts and craft
shows and outdoor concerts.

In May 2005, a citizen-led effort was
launched to purchase the old post office site
for a Pine Street Park (now named Kelly-
Hutchinson Park). Individual citizens in
the community rallied to the cause, con-
tributing over $250,000.

Other local institutions like Macon
County Bank, the Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust, the Chamber of Commerce, the
Town of Highlands, and Macon County
contributed generously, as well. By the sum-
mer of 2007, the grass roots fund-raising ef-
forts had secured sufficient funds
($800,000) to pay off the loan and purchase
the property. With the terraced green area of
Macon Bank facing Pine Street, coupled
with the newly purchased park site, the vi-
sion for avillage green in downtown High-
lands was becoming a reality.

In February 2008, the Pine Street Park
property was transferred to the Town of
Highlands. In its role as owner and manag-
er of the park, the Town agreed to honor the
overwhelming consensus of the donors and

=See LETTERS page 13
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Dr. Calvin Charles Miller

Dr. Calvin Charles Miller, age 84, of Titusville, FL, died Tuesday, March 16. Calvinwas
born on October 8, 1925, in Hazleton, PA. to William Miller and Minnie Ehrenfried Miller.
He was preceded in death by his parents and brother, Kenneth Miller, and step-daughter,
Sharon Storey.

He is survived by his wife of 40 years, Margaret Seeburger Miller of Titusville; daughter
Lynda Miller Weissinger and son-in-law Henny Weissinger of Knoxville, Tn., daughter Dianne
Louise Miller of Roswell, Ga.; son Scott Philip Miller of Richmond, Va.; stepdaughter Calista
Seeburger of Milton, Fl.; 13 grandchildren, and 10 great grandchildren.

Dr. Miller was a U.S. Navy veteran and served with the Medical Corps during WW11.
After his discharge from the military, he received his B.S. and Masters degrees from Penn
State University. He then taught at Milton Hershey High School for Boys before joining the
faculty at Florida State University, where he obtained his Doctorate of Business Education
degree. He moved to Tampa in 1960 and was on the original faculty of the University of
South Florida serving as Dean of Education.

In 1968, he became one of the original Founding Faculty Administrators of Florida
Technical University and started up the College of Education. The university is known today
as the University of Central Florida.

After retirement, he and his wife Margaret spent many years in Highlands, NC during
the summers. He was an avid golfer and tennis player and loved life. The funeral services for
Dr. Miller will be at North Brevard Funeral Home, 1450 Norwood Ave., Titusville, FL.
Services were held Saturday, March 20, 2010. The family has set up a memorial fund to
establish a scholarship in the memory of Dr. Calvin Charles Miller.

Donations may be made to the UCF Foundation, 12424 Research Pkwy, Orlando, Fl
32826. Please notate on the memo line on any checks that the donation isin memory of Dr.

CC Miller.
Phyllis J. Wilson

Phyllis J. Wilson of Sarasota died March 20, 2010.

Born in Beckley, W.Va., she moved to Sarasota in the '50s and graduated from Sarasota
High School in 1958. She was a member of Beta Sigma Phi Sorority and the Sarasota High
School Band. Phyllis worked for the House of Golf for 10 years in Sarasota as a buyer of
ladies’ and men’s clothing for the stores in Sarasota.

Phyllis and Wes went to Highlands, N.C., in 1973 and fell in love with the town. In 1986
Phyllis and Wes moved to Highlands and became owners of Le Pavillon Ladies Appearl Store
which was established for 35 years. They closed the store in 2004 and came back to Sarasota.

Phyllis and Wes were members of the Highlands United Methodist Church.
She leaves her husband of 40 years, Wesley T. Wilson; sister Sandy K. Culleny of Nokomis;
brother Steve Shivley of Beckley; niece Stephanie; and nephew Stephen.
There was a service at Toale Brothers Colonial Chapel, 40 N. Orange, Sarasota, FL. Graveside
services will be in North East Cemetery in North East, PA.

In lieu of flowers memorial donation may be made in memory of Phyllis to the Highands
United Methodist Church, PO Box 1958, Highlands, NC 28734.

Courtesy of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home. Online memorials may be made by visiting
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.
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The Girls’ Clubhouse does its part to
‘clean up’ Hudson Library

On Friday, March 19,
members of The Girls’ Club-
house found lots to do at
Hudson Library.

Since renovations are un-
derway there was lots of dust to
deal with on the shelves inside
so McKinley Mosely saw to that.

Outside, crocuses were
peeking through plant debris in
the gardens in the parking lot
so Veronic Garciaand Elizabeth
Houston worked with library
employee Karen Hawk cleaning
up those areas. Leaves in the
beds were kept as a barrier
against pending cold weather
which came as scheduled Mon-
day.

Photos by Kim Lewicki

Citizen chastises county for contract with previous county attorney

In amove to save the county money, the
county commission ended its contract with
Attorney Lesley Moxley in February of this
year and hired Chester Jones, as interim, part-
time legal counsel.

However, during the public comment
period of the March 22 county commission
meeting, a citizen Dewey Gunnin criticized
the county for getting into a predicament
with Attorney Moxley which will ultimately
cost the taxpayers of Macon County, he said.

Moxley was the county attorney for a lit-
tle over three years and had an open-ended
contract. She was hired in October 2006 and
her annual salary at the time of separation
from the county in February was $134,316.

County Manager Jack Horton said after

negotiating, the county agreed to pay Moxley
eight months salary at $13,000 amonth and
also pay her COBRA insurance until January
2011 if needed. That total package is about
$110,000.

CommissionersJim Davis and Bob Sim-
pson are the only commissioners on the cur-
rent board who were also on the board that
hired Moxley.

“This was done by the previous board
but you are absolutely right,” said Davis. “We
thought we had a handle on this but we
didn’t. All we can say is we won't let this
happen again.”

Commissioner Bob Simpson echoed
Davis.

“This happened due to miscommuni-

cation and trust we thought we had,” Simp-
son said.

The other commissioners on the board
that hired Moxley in 2006 were Chairman
Ricky Bryson, Vice Chairman Charlie Leath-
erman, and JD Shepherd.

According to the minutes of the Oct. 16
Macon County Commission continuation
meeting, after returning from closed session,
“Commissioner Davis made amotion to hire
Lesley Moxley to fill the position of County
Attorney pursuant to the terms of the con-
tract negotiated between Chairman Bryson
and Ms. Moxley. The motion was seconded
by Commissioner Leatherman and all fa-
vored.”

=See ATTORNEY page 15

Current Attorney Chester Jones
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wwwwontheverandah.com

Our Sunday Brunch
tradition kicks off
EASTER SUNDAY!
at ...on the Verandah
on Lake Sequoyah

For reservatlons 828 526 2338

Gourmet Sauces & Spices

\.&D"“ RY SINK

HIGHLANDS, N(

e Accessories
* Gourmet Kitchenware
e Dinner Settings ’

Open Mon — Saturday  1uam 10 5pm
450 Main Street Highlands, NC 828-526-5226

e | AUGHING AT LIFE

e FATERIES & SPECIALTY FOODS e

Dusty’s

Let our tasty soups warm
you up on these
cold winter days!

9 kinds to choose from!

Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
493 Dillard Road
(828) 526-2762

Pescado's
Quesadillas — Tacos — Burritos
Homemade soups &

freshly baked cookies
Monday-Saturday 11-4
Thursday & Friday till 7
Closed on Sundays
226 S. 4" St., Highlands
838-526-9313
Eat right, Live long!

March Madness games!

* Breakfast sandwiches on
English Muffins, Biscuits or
Sourdough
* 2-egg omelets

* Breakfast plates and
* ‘Flipjacks’ with fixings.

30 Dillard Road ¢ 526-4241
Open 7days a week ¢ 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. ¢ Breakfast & Lunch

= - Register NOW for April 3
F I I p S I d e Wing Eating Contest!

“An All American Burger Joint” « Lunch baskets, sandwiches

& specialty burgers
* Ice cream floats & shakes,
* Beer on Tap or in bottles
* Sports on flat screen TVs
* Daily Specials, too!

SportsPage

Cp—-\a—\‘—-\

"“‘7?-'-...-' =

Sandwich Shoppe

Hours:
Thurs.-Sat: 11a.m.to 3 p.m.

314 Main Street » 526-3555

Whole
Life

Stop by and see our wide selection of
Local Organic Produce,
Specialty Gourmet Foods, Quality
Supplements, Organic Body Care,
Nartural Health Books & References, &
Local Hand-Crafted Gifs.

"For a Healthier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. 64E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Saturdays 11 am - 4 pm

Call 526-5999

How ’bout doggy poop hockey pucks?

hanks to our Town
TBoard and other

imaginative individuals
around here, my mind is
awash with ideas. | can hard-
ly sleep at night. With High-
lands’ first-time artificial ice-
skating rink now a possibili-
ty, I'm thinkin’ about all that
frozen doggy poop just lying
around Highlands all winter
doing nothing, aggravating
everyone because it's on their
property instead of the dog
owner’s. But wait, I'm ahead
of myself.Highlands cannot
possibly be thinking of build-
ing an ice-skating rink without creating a
hockey team. It's simply a must! And to help
save on the costs to run the rink, Highlands
can use frozen doggy poop for their hockey
pucks. Hey, the town is loaded with frozen
poop of every shape and size.

The team could be called “The High-
lands’ Poopers.” Are you getting excited? |
know you are. Of course, the town will have
to prohibit ice-skating on Harris Lake in or-
der for any of this to work. Close Harris Lake
you say? Never!

Well, think it out, folks. You're the mother
of three children barely getting by during this
horrible recession. It's the dead of winter with
little income rolling in and there’s only a
hundred people left in Highlands who are
even willing to step outside. As a mommy,
the choice is for her to send her kids to Har-
ris Lake for a one hour free skate before they
freeze to death or to the new Highlands' ice-
skating rink for a one hour costly skate be-
fore they freeze to death. The problem is she’ll
have to pay hard earned money she probably
can't afford to let her kids skate at the new
rink. Hmmm, let’s see, which one will she
pick?

Oh, did I mention one hour is the aver-
age time spent on the ice at fifteen degrees
temperature. | predict Harris Lake will be full
of free skaters and the new rink will be emp-
ty except for maybe a few town employees
from the Rec. Park who'll be skating free.

Wait....a puzzlement! Harris Lake is pri-
vately owned and the town has no say-so on
skating on private property; hmmm, a fur-
ther dilemma for the town to consider. And
if they’re successful at begging the owners of
the lake to prohibit skating, most mommies
will keep their kids at home because of the
costs. Sorry to be such a poopy realist but
we're living in hard times and to pay for skat-
ing on frozen water for an hour or less is a
luxury.

Butwait again....there’sstill hope. What
Highlands needs badly is a philanthropist. A
wonderful person who lives here, loves it
when everyone drinks Coke and would be
willing to fund a project that would make a

Fred Wooldridge

Feedback is encouraged! g
email:

askfredanything@aol.com

lot of our local kids really, re-
ally happy. Does anyone
come to mind?

Let me make a predic-
tion. While I think the com-
bo ice rink/skateboard track
isagreatidea, unlessit'safree
service provided by the town,
it won't even draw enough
money to cover the mainte-
nance coststorun it. Butdon't
abandon the project....there
is hope. If the town can't find
philanthropist
because....well, let's not go
there, then the taxpayers
should endure the costs. May-
be we could get some “free money” from the
federal government. It's rolling off the press-
esas you're reading this.

On the other hand, I think folks would
pay a minimal charge to go to the Rec. Park
to watch players whack around a bunch of
doggy poop during a hockey game, especially
if their kid is on the team.

Even more better, if the doggy poop hock-
ey puck idea becomes a reality, I'll call a na-
tional news network and ask them to come
here and video the flying poop. Once our
team gets national attention and is known
for their frozen doggy poop hockey pucks,
everyone will be flocking here to watch the
poop fly. And you know it's only a matter ofa
matter of time before our president will want
to come here and bow to our team. Eventual-
ly, Highlands will be world-renowned for its
frozen doggy poop hockey pucks. Can you
say “frozen doggy poop hockey pucks” three
times real fast?

We could even sell our poop to other
towns with hockey rinks. Again, are you get-
ting excited? I am. I'm even thinking of buy-
ingadog....one that poopsalot. Drop me an
e-mail with your suggestions on the kind of
dog I should buy for maximum poop poten-
tial.

..HIS & HERS from pg 6

angry neighbors pounded on the door. Fi-
nally, the big day arrived. | took a cab to Royal
North Shore, and was ushered in to see the
doctor. My cast was removed, my crutches
turned back in, and | waited for the bad news
—the bill for all this care. None. No bill. All
expenses paid by Waltzing Matilda, the Auss-
ie government. It was a good thing, too, since
at that time, church mice were taking up a
collection to support me. Just for the record,
| healed so well, | can’t even remember what
leg it was.

Was the health care in Australia perfect?
No, of course not. Did | wait ages for appoint-
ments and treatment? No, there was very lit-
tle wait, if any. Was the quality of care good?

=See HIS & HERS page 7
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t's pretty hard to be
lieve people can'ttell a

Drivers versus

brake pedal froman
accelerator, but that’s the
defense usually employed
by the auto industry in
cases of sudden accelera-
tion.

The acceleratorison
the right and when de-
pressed goes all the way to
the floor and makes the
car go faster. The brake,
which is on the left, or in
the middle in standard
transmission models, is
wider, and when de-
pressed goes only part way to the floor and
slows the vehicle. If it goes all the way, the
problem is not sudden acceleration but de-
layed deceleration. No one ever sues for de-
layed deceleration, because even soft heart-
ed juries hold drivers responsible for brake
maintenance.

Ifadriver is terribly inexperienced or
really stubborn, I guess it’s possible that he
might keep the gas pedal to the medal

Feedback is

encouraged.
email: hsalzarulo@aol.com

while he drives through
the garage wall. The first
time | rode a motorcycle,
| kept the throttle open
wide as | approached a
concrete culvert. It never
occurred to meto hitthe
break, turn off the igni-
tion, or release the throt-
tle. I just held on. Fortu-
nately, | had considerable
bicycle experience and
turned the handle bars to
avoid the culvert. It
wasn't until | was safely
past it that | relaxed my death grip on the
gas.

In a motorcycle the accelerator ison a
handle grip instead of the floor, but the ex-
perience convinces me that at least some
cases of sudden acceleration are cases of
pure driver error. | panicked and froze ina
very dangerous position. Wha's to say the

same thing couldn’t happen to an inexperi-

enced driver? As | reflect on the sudden ter-

the auto industry

ror | experienced, it seems the most likely

computers. If my gas pedal stuck, I'd pull it
up with my toe.
Asudden acceleration is really amore

complex event such as a malfunction of
the on board computer, electromagnetic
interference, or demon possession, I'd be
out of luck. I've recently learned that auto-
motive engineers can reconstruct the
events leading up to an accident. In much
the same way that a black box records vari-

explanation.

Toyota claims poorly fitting floor mats
hold trap the accelerator when the driver
removes his foot, and are responsible for
sudden acceleration in its vehicles. It's
probably a coincidence that floor mats,
even OEM mats, are a lot cheaper to re-
place than cruise controls and on-board

=See SALZARULO page 7

e HIGHLANDS FINE DINING

Ristorante P aoletti

Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Exceptional Wines, Robust Cocktails & Artful Beer

Dinner/Bar from 5:30, Fri.-Mon. ® Reservations: 828.526.4906

Liquor, Beer and Wine

WOLFGANG'S RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO
CHEF WOLFGANG
Former Executive Chef for
The Brennan’s Family of Commander’s Palace

Open Thurs - Sun for Dinner at 5:30
Reservations suggested

The Bistro
Open 4 p.m. — Small Plates

474 Main Street » 526.3807 * Wine
Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

...0N the VVerandah Restaurantgg
on Lake Sequoyah

Open for Dinner from 6 p.m.
Friday & Saturday
828-526-2338 « www.ontheverandah.com

’ Wine SpectatorAward'

Fine Food For Particular People

Now offering beer & wine!

Nick's Fine Foods

Lunch Tues. - Sat. 11a.mto 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Tues- Sat. from 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Brunch: 11 a.m. t0 2:30 p.m

108 Main Street » 526-2706

526-4188

Now Serving Beer!

Lunch: 11-3 everyday

eatery Dinner: 5 every night except
51 Helen's Bam Avenue, Hightande  VWednesday, Thursday and Sunday

Cyprus

International Cuisine

Dinner: 5-9 nightly
(Open late weekends « Music Saturdays)
Winner of 2010

“King of the Mountain”
Chef Challenge

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center « 526-4429

WILD THYME GOURMET

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Fine Wine and Beer
Wed-Sat: Lunch 11:30-4 & Dinner from 5:30 until
Closed Sunday-Tuesday
526-4035 « 490 Carolina Way * Highlands
www.wildthymegourmet.com

Closed for Renovatons

S Opening back up soon

for lunch and dinner.

In Wright Square on Main Street « 526-3636

The Log Cabin Restaurant
-3 5 ’

Open for Dinner
Fri-Sat
5:30 until

Reservations
appreciated

On Log Cabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 » 526-3380
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from the history guy ...
March 12, 1996

European Union bans the export of British beef because of Mad Cow
disease, which is spread by the all too common practice of feeding meat
products to cattle

It seems that as of now,
there’s no shipping an angry cow.
So you can't buy, beg or purloin
any of the British sirloin,
and the EU will recoil
from a piece of London Broil.
Yes, they are going to steer clear
of any meat they ought to fear.
It's not just a matter of apathy,
the wish to avoid encephalopathy,
cause no matter what temp you fry on,
you can’t cook away this prion.
So they do have a legitimate beef,
and the only way to seek relief
is to ask the Brits to be more chivalrous,

and stop exporting cattle that are carnivorous

e SALONS & SPAS »
All Seasons Salor

Signature Hair Designs for Men & Women

Razor Cuts » Color = Perms

Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s
Oak & Fifth Streets

Barbara & Van « 526-0349 e Open Mon - Sat

<X
Creative Concepts Salon

Hours:
Tuesday-Friday ¢ 9-5
Saturday ¢ 9-2
526-3939

549 Main Street — Upper Level

“Falls on Main”

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Pedicures,
Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. » Monday by appt. at our

NEW LOCATION
behind Highlands Decorating Center on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429
(828)526-4192

Hair Care ~ Nail Care
Skin Care ~ Waxing ~ Weddings

Unlimited

Salon & Spa

225 Spring Street « Highlands

828-526-9477

* His & Hers ®

Since you didn’t ask ... Part |

By Michelle A. Mead-Ar-
mor
Jm teetering on the
Iedge of 59, about to
fall headlong into my
60" year. What some peo-
ple may not know isthat |
spent 19 of those years out-
side the United States.
From 1975-1980, | lived in

on me that she couldnt
pronounce the letter “v.
Crunch time
came when | fell down
the stairs at a rooming
house in Cremorne. My
screams brought several
other residents of the
rooming house, including
the landlady. “Can you

Sydney, Australia, and
from 1980-1994, | lived in
Paris, France. This means
that for 1/3 of my life, | was
exposed to the way other
countries run their gov-
ernments—good and bad. It also means that
for 1/3 of my life, I lived in countries with
national health care systems.

Americans pride themselves in what a
modern, innovative country they live in. They
claim to be curious about other lands and
other cultures. For this reason, I've always
been stunned that no one has ever asked me
the question: “Michelle, since you've lived in
countries with universal health care, what
you think of it?” | see it this way. Those who
want universal health care in this country
don’t want to hear me say it was awful, or
that it didn’t really work out that well. Those
who are opposed to it are afraid I'll say how
good itwas. I find that kind of narrow-mind-
edness rather sad. So, since you didn'task, I'll
tell you.

| arrived in Australia at the age of 25, and
as luck would have it, bounced around doing
a number of different jobs. | ran the book-
store and educational materials department
at the Alliance Francaise in Sydney. For sev-
eral years, | worked for a travel agency in the
Sydney suburbs which dealt mainly with
French-speaking customers. For a brief time,
my job was running keeping the paperwork
and financials for acompany which created
and installed custom kitchens. Like many
young people in the early stages of their ca-
reers, | went from job to job, trying on many
different roles and identities, looking for a
good fit and getting work experience. Fortu-
nately for me, my health care was assured,
no matter where | went, or if | was between
jobs for a brief period.

I met some great doctors, too. In Cre-
morne (asuburb of North Sydney), my doc-
tor was a delightful Scotsman, who had pre-
viously served in the British Navy. When |
asked him how he was enjoying civilian life
and practice, he replied in a thick Scots ac-
cent, “Wail, it is nice to see all tha guuuuur-
rrrrrlllIS?” In Campsie (a southwestern sub-
urb), my doctor was a tiny, energetic Chinese
lady. When a bad bout of the flu landed me in
her office, she looked at me and asked the
vital question: “Have you been womitting?”
“Womitting?” was my puzzled reply. “Yes,
womitting,” she insisted. It finally dawned

Michelle Mead-Armor &
John Armor
michiemead@aol.com

John_Armor@aya.yale.edu

stand on it?” she asked.
And, yes, | could stand on
it, and with the help of my
neighbors, limped to my
room. Several hours later,
the leg in question had
swollen up considerably, and | hopped over
to my next door neighbor for help. Brian
phoned his aunt to come pick us up, and
throwing me over his shoulder like a sack of
potatoes, brought me to her car. She drove us
to the emergency entrance of the Royal North
Shore Hospital, where | was loaded into a
wheelchair and wheeled into the waiting
room. l won’tsay itwas a short wait. It wasn't.
It was a busy night, and there were plenty of
folks in worse shape in front of me. When it
looked like it was finally going to be my turn,
the victims of a car accidentarrived, and were
whisked in ahead of me. “Cue-jumpers!” sev-
eral of us muttered, shaking our fists. (A cue-
jumper is Brit-speak for a person who refuses
to wait for their turn in line.)

Aslight detail | forgot to mention is that
| was dating someone at the time, and that
the night of my accident was his poker night.
Brian had phoned Mick to tell him where |
was. Shortly thereafter, Mick trooped into the
waiting room with all of his poker buddies,
who, undeterred, proceeded to set up their
poker game in the waiting room of Royal
North Shore. I think several orderliesand a
med student even got in on the action. When
the nurse finally came in the room, and
called out “Mead,” eight gentlemen stood up,
including a couple of burly rugby players. The
doctor on call insisted on only one person
accompany me to the examination room,
muttering under his breath that given the
crowd of males | had with me, it was a good
thing it wasn’t a paternity suit.

The rest of the evening is a hazy memo-
ry —x-rays, painful prodding, the creation of
a plaster cast, being issued pain killers,and a
set of crutches. The cast would stay onanum-
ber of weeks, and could not get wet. This
meant regular trooping to one of the board-
ing house communal bathrooms with a
green garbage bad on my leg. One day, the
sight of myself naked as a jaybird with a gar-
bage bag on my leg reduced me to such fits of
hysteria that | couldn’t haul myself out of the
tub. 1 was stuck there, howling with laughter,
as the water got colder and colder, and my

=See HIS & HERS page 4



e CoacH’s CORNER ®

Bracketville .... how about Parityville?

Icome, welcome
loyal readers (all 7
of you). For those

of you that made picks based
on my musings last
week..um, yeah, sorry about
all that. If it'sany consola-
tion, my brackets are in
worse shape than Tiger
Woods' Escalade, but I'm
thinking that a lot of brack-
ets look that way.

The biggest story of the
weekend is the fact that 11 conferences are
represented within the final 16 teams left
in the NCAA tournament, whichisan
amazing statistic. The Big East only has 2
teams left, as does the SEC and the Big 12.
The mighty Big (11) Ten has three teams
represented, but other than that it's one and
done for the other leagues. While the Cin-
derellas of Cornell and Northern lowa are
unfamiliar names for some, those of us
who follow basketball know that there are
not many blueblood teams left in the cur-
rent tournament.

Duke, Syracuse, Michigan St. and Ken-
tucky would be considered basketball royal-
ty among the final 16, and Purdue, Ohio St.
and Xavier have also had their share of re-
cent success. However, Kansas St., Washing-
ton, Baylor, St. Mary’s, West Virginia and
Butler are names that are not usually seen
at thistime of year.

One of the main reasons for parity in
college hoops in the influx of players leav-
ing early for the NBA, but to use that as the
only excuse is not really valid. Instead we
must look at the fact that there is a lot more
talent in college hoops than in recent years,
particularly at the mid-major level. Coach-
es look far and wide for guys that can play,
and smaller schools must do this kind of
recruiting if they want to be successful. St.
Mary’s best player is a 6'11 Egyptian center
who has scored 60 points in two games.

Northern lowa has several great play-
ers in their ten man rotation, but none
came up bigger against Kansas than Iranian
guard Ali Farokhmanesh, whose three
pointer from the wing buried the Jayhawks.
While both Farokhmanesh and Samhan

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

are both scholarship play-
ers, Cornell waxed both
Temple and Wisconsin with
ateam of walk-ons, as Ivy
League schools do not pro-
vide athletic scholarships.
The fact remains that no
matter where they come
from, talented players tend
to dominate the NCAA tour-
nament.

While schools like Ken-
tucky and Duke have the
luxury of bringing in big-time recruits-it
doesn’t necessary guarantee success (as evi-
denced by this years North Carolina team).
Mid-majors, and to some extent smaller
high-major programs like Baylor and Xavi-
er have to find their talent in many differ-
entareas than the Mcdonald’s all american
game, but it does not mean that they have
less talent.

So what does the arrival of parity mean
for this year's tournament? Well, | have a
feeling that there is going to be one unfa-
miliar team in the final four, much like
how George Mason shocked us all a few
years ago.

My pick for this candidate would be
Northern lowa, who will be facing a Michi-
gan State team without Kalin Lucas (lost for
the rest of the tournament to injury) and
then either a one man show in Ohio State
or a very inconsistent Tennessee team.
Northern lowa is deep, playing ten men
regularly, and they are (along with Duke)
the best defensive team in the tournament.
They didn't just beat Kansas last weekend,
they dominated the majority of that game
by controlling the tempo and defending
the Jayhawks with tenacity. They won'’t take
Michigan State by surprise the way they did
Kansas, but if they can manage to beat Spar-
ty then look to see Northern lowa in the Fi-
nal Four.

All tournament team (after first week-
end)

G Ali Farokhmanesh, Northern lowa

G Jordan Crawford, Xavier

G/F Evan Turner, Ohio State

F Wesley Johnson, Syracuse

C Omar Samhan, St. Mary’s

. SALZARULO continued from page 5

ous parameters of airplane performance,
the modern automobile computer captures
activities such as accelerator pressure and
breaking effort. In the case of the out of
control Prius in San Diego, the collected
data seem to contradict the account of the
driver.

What is the explanation? It’s interest-
ing that reports occur in clusters.

Several years ago, claims of sudden ac-
celeration nearly killed Audi in the US

market. The ultimate finding was that there
was nothing wrong with the Audi. The fault
was with the operators. Now Toyota is un-
der the lens. Maybe there is nothing wrong
with the Toyota either. There isa lot riding
on the outcome of the investigation. |
would expect advocates on both sides of the
question to stretch the truth.

A South Carolina jury awarded a young
woman $15 million after she was para-
lyzed when her Ford Explorer crashed after
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Eliminate Mold, Mildew, & Radon Immediately!
FREE Radon Testing « Call 828-743-0900

www.drycrawlspaces.com
Dry Crawl D

Crowl Space €ncapsulation System®

‘GRANITE, INC.

ONLY LOCAL GRANITE SUPPLIER & FABRICATOR

Over 400 Slabs on site, All others available
5385 Hwy 107 North « Glenville, NC « 828-743-0200

Template = Fabrication
Installation

Marble = Travertine « Slate
Soapstone = SileStone
Cambria

Wholesale Down Comforters & More!

31

526-4905

New Shipments Every Week
Next to Farmers Market on the Main Street side

EVERYDAY SPECIALS:

White Goose Down Comforters, Flannel Sheets

& Duvet Covers Mon.-Sat.

10a.m.-4 p.m.

(828) 526-2874

Larry Rogers Construction Company, Inc.

Serving Highlands and Cashiers from over 25 years =R
Excavating * Grading « Trucking Trackhoe s = i
Backhoe ¢ Blasting « Utilities AR

776 Dillard Road « Highlands

7 ']

BLACK ROCK

Granite & Marble

Located at 2543 Cashiers Rd. across from

Alarge selection of Unique Slabs of Granite, Marble,
Travertine, Soapstone, and Quartz...on site! Experienced
in Custom Granite Fabrication, Custom Cabinetry,
Hardware, Sinks, Faucets ... with Design Services to put it

“Our attention to detail makes the difference.”

Highlands Lawn & Garden
828-787-1100

alltogether!

what she claimed was a case of sudden un-
controlled acceleration. The South Caroli-
na Supreme Court overturned the verdict
last week, rejecting, as phony science, an
expert witness’s testimony that electromag-
netic interference caused the vehicle to ac-
celerate. | have no idea if the science is pho-
ny or genuine.

There may be more than a single ex-
planation for the phenomenon. | guessiill
fitting floor mats is as good an explanation
asany. That is until I recall my first motor-
cycle ride when | froze like a statue and was
incapable of any of the sensible solutions
that make driver error seem so unlikely. |
suspect somebody at Audi, Toyota, or Ford
knows the truth. I think we'll just have to
guess.

. HIS & HERS
continued from page 4

Yes, absolutely.

So, if Australia is so great, why don't I go
live there? Why should 1? I left Oz in 1980,
and while I enjoyed my five years there, | was
ready to move on. During the Viet Nam years,
we regularly heard the expression, “Ameri-
ca, love it or leave it.” If you have any criti-
cism of your country, we don’t want to hear
about it, was the message. Dissent is unpatri-
otic. For a country founded on dissent, those
are pretty damning words.

Next column — healthcare in France, or
why a broken foot is not a crime of passion.
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The

summer
housSe

Antiques ~ Accessories
Gifts ~ Upholstery

Home of
Tiger mounTain
WoodWorksS

Custom Handcrafted Furniture

The PanTry

Decorative Accessories for Kitchens
and Keeping Rooms

PaTio & Porch
A Da’sr'gnrffm’

SUMMER § CLASSICS
Store

Visit Our Sale Room
for
Irresistible Savings!

Open Year Round
Monday - Saturday 10 - 5
Closed Sundays

828-526-5577

2089 Dillard Road Highlands, NC
(2 miles from Main Street)
www.summerhousehighlands.com

e CoNnservATVE POV e

day evening, and I’'m getting nervous.

Kansas is 10 behind Northern lowa in
the second half. NORTHERN IOWA! To
make matters worse, | had decided to wait
until the House voted on the healthcare bill
tomorrow afternoon before | started this
week’s column, and then | thought that
doesn’t give me very much time until my
deadline, and what if | had a brain cramp
and frankly, if the libs vote this thing in, I just
might not want to write anything for quite a
while.

| don’tknow about you, but I'm going to
welcome hearing something on the news
other than healthcare reform. The problem
with that is, even if the House passes the thing,
there is a string of procedures that may fol-
low before it's done that might take months.
| don't pretend to understand the process but
the smarmy possibilities that seem to lie
ahead make me sick, and they haven't even
happened yet.

NI by 7 with 7 left. Oh dear.

Even if the bill is defeated, great damage
has been done to our country. The lengths
the Speaker of the House is willing to go
through to get this economy-busting legisla-
tion through is sickening. “Deeming” the bill
to have passed?

What is that about? It's passing it with
no vote, they just imagine that it passed.

Oh brother.

NI by 3 with 4% left. That's better.

I just checked the news to find out that
the Democrats decided the “deem and pass”
device was too slimy to use, even for them.
The negative PR would be vicious. | can’t con-
centrate with the ballgame winding down.
I'll be right back.

Still 3with 2 left. Not good. Still 3 with
1. Still 3with 6.2 secs left. Very bad. It’s over.
Boo Hoo. Oh well.

It's early Sunday afternoon, basketball
on the tube, the Miami vs. Duke baseball
game audio is streaming on the computer
and it’s back to business. No matter how the
vote turns out, the year-long sales job has been
quite disheartening.

With a little prompting, I'm sure most of
us remember Rep. Joe Wilson’soutburst last
fall. Wilson (R-SC) was in the audience when
Obama lectured the combined houses on his
then healthcare plan. What you may not re-
member is what Obama had said that pro-
voked Wilson’s well publicized accusation,
“you lie.” He reacted to the claim that “the

I Jve got to admit, it's 7 o’clock Satur-

5065008 Nigh country photo
In Highlands Plaza

Closed Saturdays through March

Custom Photo Calendars and Greeting Cards * Photo Restoration
Poster Prints & Enlargements « Film Development & Digital prints
« Video Transfer to DVD (we do this in house)

* Frames and Albums, too!

Hours:
Mon-Fri. 9-5

You lie!

S
Don Swanson
Feedback is
encouraged. Email

swandonson@dnet.net

reforms I’'m proposing would not apply to
those who are here illegally.” Did you remem-
ber that? Probably not, since the media ob-
sessed over Wilson's comment and the lie
was ignored.

Was Obama lying? Well certainly Wil-
son would know better that | would and |
would have to assume that his spontaneous
reaction came from somewhere. The point
I’'m trying to make isn’t about immigrants or
necessarily healthcare, which may or may
not have been dealt with by the time you
read this. My problem is the level leaders in
government have sunk to in pursuit of their
legislative goals.

The bad behavior isn'trestricted to heath
care issues. Quoting Politics Daily, “He was a
bit quieter than Joe Wilson, and didn’t quite
call President Obama a liar, but Supreme
Court Justice Joseph Alito had his moment
of protest during Wednesday'’s State of the
Union address, the Washington Post reports.
As Obama criticized the court’s recent deci-
sion to allow corporations to spend unlimit-
ed money on elections, Alito — just a few feet
away — appeared to mouth the words ‘not

true!

As the health care issue came to a head,
Obama spoke in various locations and em-
ployed the despicable practice of hauling out
alleged victims of our cruel and inhuman
present medical delivery system. Curiously,
when the fact checkers went to work, they
found these claims of folks left to suffer were
bogus and they were treated properly. Evi-
dently anything goes when you're selling your
agenda, including misstatements, almost lies
and just plain lies. Not what we’d expect from
our Chief Executive.

Now, as to the actual legislation, who
knows what'’s actually in it? 2,700 pages of
governmentese can do some serious dam-
age, and the Republicans closest to the mat-
ter think that it will. As of this writing, the
anti-abortionists evidently have sold out in
the belief that Obama is going to, by Execu-
tive Order, reverse the federal funding of abor-
tion included in what will likely become law
this evening.

Thatwould take a lot more faith than I'd
have on the subject.

Why did it take bribes, payoffs, and un-
believable arm-twisting to sell a plan that the
people were supposedly in favor of, in spite
of polls roughly 70-30 against? Why have 38
states to date declared they will fight to keep
this nightmare away from their people if it
such agood deal? My wife is convinced that
this is part of the plan to accomplish the end
times when we, the US, have been brought
down to irrelevant world status. Some are
convinced thiswill do it. They and she may
be right.

Since the Hurricanes swept Duke in
their three game series this weekend, I'm
going to sleep well tonight. Tomorrow night
might be another matter.

SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS

23 colors including copper ¢ Several styles of leaf guards available * Free Estimates

Serving Western NC and Northeast GA




Ongoing

* Registration is now open for the 2010 summer
nature day camps at the Highlands Nature Center.
Five different camps are offered: “WOW!—a World of
Wonder” (ages 4-6), “Amazing Animals” (ages 7-10),
“NatureWorks” (ages 8-11), “Mountain Explorers”
(ages 10-13), and “Junior Ecologists” (ages 11-14).
Some camps are offered more than once during the
summer. Sessions run from Tuesday to Friday each
week. For complete schedules, costs, and other infor-
mation, please call 828-526-2623 or visit
www.weu.edu/hbs.

* At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal, various exercise classes all week long. Call 828-
526-1FIT.

Sundays

« Aftershock Youth meets every Sunday Night at
6:30 p.m. downstairs at Cullasaja Assembly of God at
6201 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC. Contact youth
ministers Seth & Sarha Henegar at 828 369-7540 ext
203.

« Christ Anglican Church, Highlands-Cashiers
will be sharing facilities with Whiteside Presbyterian
Church (PCA) of Cashiers, beginning with the first
Sunday ofthe New Year, Jan. 3, 2010. Whiteside PCA
is located at 621 US Highway 64(W), Cashiers, NC
28717. The service time for Christ Anglican will be 9
a.m. each Sunday morning, starting on January 3.
Everyone s invited to come and be part of this historic

symbiosis of two orthodox Christian churches. Watch
these pages for new worship and teaching opportuni-
ties.

Mon. & Wed,

+ Pilates Classes atthe Jane Woodruff Clinic, 1st
floor, at H-C Hospital taught by Sandie Trevathan at4
p.m.Amat class for all levels. For info call 526-5852.
(4/15)

Mon. & Thurs.

* Yoga On the Mat at the Episcopal Church of the
Incarnation on Main Street. Enter through single door
facing Mountain Fresh. Upper Level Jones Hall. Win-
ter Hours: Monday at 8:30 a.m. and Thursday at
10:45 a.m. Bring your mat. 828-482-2128. $10/hour.
(4129)

Mon., Wed., Fri.

*Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec Park.
8:30-9:30 a.m. $20/month.

« Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec
Park, 8-9 a.m. $10 per class or $50 a month.

First Mondays

« Participate in your hospital by joining the Aux-
iliary of the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Auxiliary
meetings are held the first Monday of each month at
10a.m. atthe hospital.

Mondays

* Closed AA meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the Episcopal
Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Mondays & Saturdays

N~

On Saturday, April 17 the Highlands-
Cashiers community will be celebrating lo-
cally for the sixth year!

Highlands Prom. Committee, a local
social club. is thrilled to be hosting the event
with the generous support of the Jackson
Macon Conservation Alliance, the High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust and the Upper
Cullasaja Watershed Association. \We are es-
pecially excited to be bringing the event to
Highlands for the first time.

The celebration is FREE and will be
held rain or shine or snow.

Earth Day in the Mountains 2010 will
feature live music, educational workshops,
interactive demonstrations, and food. There
will be games and crafts for the young and
the young at heart.

The event is an opportunity for local
organizations and businesses to showcase
their environmental interests and preser-

Earth Day’s 40t
Anniversary at the
Highlands Ball Field

&\ . /g In Highlands for the first time!

vation efforts.

2010 marks the 40" anniversary of
Earth Day, an event that is celebrated world-
wide. It was established as a teach-in by
Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin, who
hoped a grassroots environmental move-
mentwould resonate to Washington DC.

Forty years later, the earth may be in
greater peril. After devastating natural di-
sasters worldwide, and the worst winter
our area has seen in thirty years, there has
never been a better time to celebrate our
appreciation of the fragility and unique-
ness of the western North Carolina Moun-
tains. Join us on Saturday, April 17, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. to celebrate the earth and
learn about what is happening locally to
protectit. If youwould like to participate
as a volunteer or by having a display for
your business or organization, please con-
tact HPC at PromCmte@gmail.com.
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Ongoing and Upcoming Events

*Yoga classes in March at Moonrise Yoga, 464
Carolina Way in Highlands. Mondays 5 to 6:15 p.m.
and Saturday 9:3011 a.m. 526-8880. All levels in-
struction.(3/25)

Tuesdays

* Tuesday After School Classes for grades K-6
are held weekly at The Bascom in Highlands. To
register or for more information, visit
www.thebascom.org or call (828) 526-4949 ext. 100.

+ Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the
Highlands Conference Center.

* Closed AA Women's meeting, 5:30 p.m. atthe
Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Tuesdays & Wednesdays

* Zumba Classes at the Rec Park. Aerobic/dance/
toning. No dance experience necessary. One-hour.
$5/class. Tuesdays, 11:30-12:30, Wednesdays Zum-
ba Gold/Beginner, 9:30-10:15 a.m. Call Mary K. Bar-
bour at 828-342-2498. (3/25)

Wednesdays

*\Wednesday Preschool Creativity Classes for
Parent and Child (ages 2 1/2-5) are held weekly at
The Bascom in Highlands. To register or for more
information, visit www.thebascom.org or call (828) 526-
4949 ext. 100.

Ruby Cinema

Hwy 441, Franklin, NC
524-2076

March 26-April 1

HOW TO TRAIN A DRAGONin 3D
rated PG
Friday: 4:10, 7, 9:10
Saturday: 2, 4:10, 7, 9:10
Sunday: 2, 4:10, 7
Mon + Wed: 4:10, 7
Tues + Thurs: 2, 4:10, 7

THE BOUNTY HUNTER
rated PG-13
Friday: 4:25, 7:15, 9:25
Saturday: 2:15, 4:25, 7:15, 9:25
Sunday: 2:15, 4:25, 7:15
Mon + Wed: 4:25, 7:15
Tues + Thurs: 2:15, 4:25, 7:15

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID
rated PG
Friday: 4:15, 7:05, 9:15
Saturday: 2:05, 4:15, 7:05, 9:15
Sunday: 2:05, 4:15, 7:05
Mon + Wed: 4:15, 7:05
Tues + Thurs: 2:05, 4:15, 7:05

ALICE INWONDERLAND
rated PG
Friday: 4:20, 7, 9:20
Saturday: 2, 4:20, 7, 9:20
Sunday: 2, 4:20, 7
Mon + Wed: 4:20, 7

Tues + Thurs: 2, 4:20, 7

- Page 9

» AFREE After School Program at Highlands
United Methodist Church. Children are picked up at
school, taken to the church, have a snack, helped with
homework time and supervised playing on the play-
ground and participate in a music program. Children
are dismissed at 5:30 pm in time for dinner in the
fellowship hall. For information, call 526-3376.

Wednesdays

* The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary meets at
7:30a.m. The new meeting place will be in the dining
room at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Enter the
hospital in the main or emergency entrance and follow
the signs downstairs. Visitors are welcome. Come learn
about Rotary and enjoy fellowship while listening to an
interesting speaker. Meetings end at 8:30 am.

* Men's interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30
a.m.atFirst Baptist Church.

* The Homegrown Buds, a homeschool 4-H

=See EVENTS page 10

b,

Passionate Hearts
for All,
Because of Jesus’
Passion for Us!

Chrrs

Anglican Church

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday.
9 a.m. Worship Service at Whiteside
PCA Church facilities, 621 US 64 Hwy;,
Cashiers. Adult Christian Education &
Fellowship to follow at Buck’s Coffee at
the Cashiers Crossroads.

Monday, March 29:
Seder Meal, 6 p.m., Boone House,
Chestnut Hill Retirement Community.

Thursday, April 1: Maundy
Thursday.

5 p.m. Observance of the occasion of
the Last Supper & New
Commandment with opportunity to
participate in Foot-Washing and
Communion. Whiteside PCA Church,
Cashiers.

Friday, April 2: Good Friday.
5 p.m. Observance of the occasion of
our Lord’s crucifixion and passion.
Whiteside PCA Church, Cashiers.

Sunday, April 4: Easter Sunday.
9 a.m. Festal Communion and Worship
Service.

No Adult Christian Education this
morning. Whiteside PCA Church,
Cashiers.

The Reverend Jim Muphy, Rector
(252) 671-4011 or (828) 743-1701
www.christanglicanchurch.com
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club, meets at noon at the Macon County Library on
Siler Road in Franklinat 1 p.m.

Wednesdays & Fridays

* Open AA meeting at noon at the Episcopal
Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Every 3rd Wednesday

* Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian Fel-
lowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will be
served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at 6:30
p.m. For more information call 828-524-6777 or 706-
746-9964.

Thursdays

+Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church
on Main and Fifth streets.

1st & 3¢ Thursdays

* NAMI Appalachian South (National Alliance on
Mental lllness) will have a support group meeting the
firstand third Thursday of each month.For information
contact Carole Light, Ph.D. at 828-526-9769 or Ann
Nandea at 828-369-7385

Every Third Saturday

*The Highlands Memorial Post #370 of the Amer-
ican Legion meets at the Shortoff Baptist Church. Break-
fastis at 9 am. Meeting is at 10 a.m. All veterans are
invited to attend.

Every Fourth Saturday

* Friends of Panthertown work days, are the
fourth Saturday of each month. (Time and location
varies). Volunteers needed to maintain trails. For more
information, contact Nina Elliott at 828-526-9938 (ext

258).

Saturdays

« Saturday Art School for grades K-8 is held
weekly at The Bascom in Highlands. To register or
for more information, visit www.thebascom.org or call
(828) 526-4949 ext. 100.

+ At Cyprus International Restaurant, live music
beginning at 9 p.m. No cover.

+ At Highlands Wine & Cheese, Falls on Main,
Wine Flights from 4-6:30 p.m. Five wines, artisan
cheeses and specialty foods. $19 per person.

* NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
ofthe ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Community
Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call 888-764-
0365.

Through March 31

+ Aprilis Public Health Monthin NC and in order
to raise awareness about the important role that pub-
lic health plays in all our lives, the Macon County
Public Health Center will recognize a “Public Health
Hero" in the month of April. Citizens may nominate
community volunteers for this award by completing
and submitting the short nomination form found at http:/
[maconnc.org/PHHero.pdf. We'd like to hear your
stories about individuals who've made a difference in
the health of our community, so nominate a deserving
volunteer by March 31.

Thursday, March 25

* The Macon County Special Olympics — Lo-
cal Games will be held at the Macon Middle School

SN )
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Holy Week Services at..

D({x HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
< 315 MAIN STREET with Pastor Paul Christy

track. (The rain date will be Monday, March 29). Open-
ing ceremonies will be at 10 a.m. and for the first time
local law enforcement will be participating in running in
the torch and declaring the opening of the local games.
For an athlete to be eligible to compete they must be at
least 8 years old and meet the intellectual disabilities
requirements set by Special Olympics, North Caroli-
na. If you or someone you know is interested in com-
peting and meets the qualifications, or if you would like
to volunteer, or become active in Special Olympics —
Macon County, please call Jennifer Garrett at 828-
349-2428 or Tim Crabtree at 828-421-7534.

Saturday, March 27

* The Satolah, GA, volunteer fire department

holds its annual benefit, Saturday at the firehouse on
Route 28. Food is to be served at 5 p.m. Smoked
pork barbecue or grilled chicken with all the trimmings,
$7.50 per plate for adults, $10 for a combo plate.
Whole butts ($30) and whole chickens ($10) also can
be pre-ordered if you call (828) 371-1712, (828)
371-0798, or (828) 371-0722 by Saturday, March
20. Music starts at 7 p.m. with Foxfire and Oliver Rice
and Blue Ridge Mountain Band. All proceeds benefit
this volunteer fire station on Route 28. The publicis
invited.

+ The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a strenu-
ous 12-mile hike, with an elevation change of 2800
feet, to Newton Bald from Smoke Mont, returning on

Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Rec Park
to benefit Relay for Life, and summer
mission trips to Haiti

I NG
T D\)
" Thursday, April 1 - MAUNDY THURSDAY
Please join us at 7 p.m. for our Maundy Thursday service.
We will share together in Holy Communion
Friday, April 2 - GOOD FRIDAY
Please join us at 7 p.m. for our Good Friday service
Sunday, April 4 — EASTER SUNDAY

6:45 a.m. - Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service
Join us and other churches at the amphitheatre behind the

Biological Research Center for our sunrise service.
WORSHIP SERVICES / THE LIVING CROSS

Join us as we celebrate at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m.
Bring a flower from your garden or something purchased

to place on the cross before each service.
9:30 a.m. — COVERED DISH BREAKFAST
Bring an egg casserole/quiche, fruit salad, or
coffee cake/muffins to share as we have breakfast together.
10 am. — CHILDREN'S EASTER EGG HUNT & STORYTIME

The children will be off to hunt eggs immediately after breakfast.
For more info .. please call 828.526.3376

The Relay for Life of Highlands is bringing the Easter Bunny to the town
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3. The Easter Bunny will be at the
Highlands Rec Park from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sarah Valentine will be taking
photos. Also during that time, kids of all ages can get their face painted
and enjoy refreshments (to include Chick-Fil-A sandwiches) from the
Highlands United Methodist Church and Episcopal Church of the
Incarnation Youth Groups, who are raising money for a mission trip to

Haiti this summer. Photo by Kim Lewicki
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Mingus Creek trail to Mingus Mill. Meet at Huddle
House in Dillshoro at 8 a.m; Drive 80 miles round trip
from Franklin. Bring water, lunch; wear sturdy shoes.
Callleader Don O'Neal at 828-586-5723 for reserva-
tions. Visitors are welcome, but no pets please.

+ The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-
ate 5.7 mile hike on the Park Creek and Park Ridge
loop trails in the Standing Indian area. Meet at West-
gate Plaza in Franklin at 9:30AM; Drive 26 miles round
trip. Bring water, lunch; wear sturdy shoes. Call lead-
er Bill Van Horn at 369-1983 for reservations. Visitors
are welcome but no pets please.

Wednesday, March 31

+ Highlands School Kindergarten Registration.
10a.m.to noon. 10 a.m. parents arrive a Highlands
School Media Center. 10:45 students arrive at school
and join parents.

Thursday, April 1

+2010 Census forms arrive in the mail. 10 ques-
tions. Fill it out and mail it back. It matters.

Friday, April 2

+ Noon. Stations of the Cross. Amini pilgrimage
starting at Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic
church and walking from church to church in down-
town Highlands. Scripture and music as we go. All are
welcome.

+»On Good Friday, at 7 pm at Community Bible
Church, bring a friend and enjoy a moving journey
through the last week of our Lord's life. Drama, dance,
and moving worship will accentuate the depth of the
love of Christas He moves ever so intently toward the
cross. For more information, call 828-526-4685 or
visit www.cbchighlands.com.

Saturday, April 3

* Annual Easter Egg Hunt at the Rec Park 11
a.m.to 3 p.m. Sarah Valentine will be taking photos.
Also during that time, kids of all ages can get their face
painted and enjoy refreshments (to include Chick-Fil-
A sandwiches) from the Highlands United Methodist
Church and Episcopal Church of the Incarnation Youth
Groups, who are raising money for a mission trip to
Haiti this summer.

* An EggFest, atnoon, it will be the egg hunt of
all egg hunts! Kids will enjoy food, bounce houses,
petting zoo, prizes and a hunt for over 3,000 eggs.
Families can meet at noon at the Highlands Town
Baseballfield for a great time! For more information,
call 828-526-4685 or visit www.chchighlands.com.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 4-5 mile
moderate hike on the Coweeta Hydrological Lab up-
per trail, an old logging trail through the pines, ending
up at Shope Creek with a secluded waterfall nearby.
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Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin (opposite Burger
King) at 9 a.m. Bring water, lunch; wear sturdy shoes.
Drive 16 miles round trip. Call leader Gail Lehman,
524-5298, for reservations. Visitors are welcome, but
no pets please.

Sunday, April 4

« Easter Sunday Sunrise Service at 6:45a.m. at
the Highlands Nature Center. This is an outdoor event.
Bring a blanket and come hear the birds sing as the
sunrises! These are both ecumenical events — ALL
are welcome!

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy 2-
mile hike on the Little Tennessee River Greenway,
shuttling from Big Bear Park to Macon Co. Library,
and hiking back to Big Bear Park, observing seedpods,
nuts, fruits and early wildflowers along the way. Meet
at Big Bear Park, Main Street, Franklin at 2 PM. Drive
2 miles for the shuttle car. Call leader Kay Coriell, 369-
6820, for reservations. Visitors and children over 10
are welcome, but no pets please.

+ On Easter Sunday, at 10:45 am at Community

Bible Church, we will share in the “Convincing Proofs”
of the resurrection power of Christin a careful look at
the evidence of Christ at work in our lives and in the
world following His resurrection from the dead. For
more information, call 828-526-4685 or visit
www.chchighlands.com.

Tuesday, April 6

+ Leadership Highlands; three-part program
produced by The College of Business at Western
Carolina University addresses economic develop-
ment and related issues in our area 4-6 p.m. at the
Highlands Community Building. Contact the Highlands
Chamber of Commerce via e-mail at at 828-526-5841.

Saturday, April 10

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy
2-mile hike onthe Long Branchloop trail in the Standing
Indian area, crossing the creek a few times. Bring
hiking stick. Meet at Clubhouse in Franklinat 1 p.m.
Drive 28 miles round trip. Call leader Chris Shaw,
371-0183, for reservations. Visitors are welcome, but
no pets please.

First Presbyterian Church
of Highlands

Register now to ride in the
Tour de Cashiers set for May 1 at the
Village Green at the Crossroads in Cashiers

Holy Week 2010

Sunday, March 28, 2010
10:55 a.m.

All three rides depart the Village Green
atthe Cashiers Crossroads at 9 a.m., Satur-
day, May 1

Registration Desks
Openat 7:30a.m.andrid-
ers should be assembled
at8:45a.m. :

Holdingthe Touron |
a Saturday, and a few
weeks later in the season,
were popular with our
2009 riders, so we are
keeping that schedule.

Early Spring in the
mountains is a time of
cool mornings, warm af- | -
ternoons, wild flowers [ =
and flowering shrubs, |
and dramatic differences
in leafing at differentele- |
vations — which riders
will experience along
their courses.

Summer residents begin returning,
and the stores and restaurants are reopened.
But the pace (and traffic) are at a lower level
than in mid-Summer.

In short, an ideal time for asolid, sup-
ported bike ride in the mountains, and for
any non-riding family members to come
visitalso.

There are three courses: ¥4 Century,

Metric and Century. The easiest is the ¥4
Century and the most difficult is the Centu-
ry. Call for details.

Thisyear, therearea
limited number of top-
quality Tour de Cashiers
jerseys available through
the website. A TdeC t-
shirt will be given to all
riders who register by the
early registration cut-off
date of April 17.

Please remember
mountain roads have lots
{ of curves and steep de-
W scents. Keep speeds under
=*] control and stay alert —
curves can be blind or
tighten up unexpectedly,
and gravel and other de-
bris often collects in
curves. The rides are not
races, and the only prize
offered for getting down a hill is the plea-
sure of getting there without road rash, a
broken collar bone or a busted bike. Be cau-
tiousand have fun.

For more information or to register for
one of the three rides, visit the website at
www.tourdecashiers.com, call (828) 743-
9924 or email: tour@cashiers.com

Iuncheon to follow service
Sermon by Rev. Dr. Lee Bowman

Thursday, April 1, 2010
5:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Service

A worship service of Remembrance of

the final hours of Christ’s life.
The service will conclude in
Holy Communion.

Passion Palm Sunday

Friday, April 2, 2010
12:00 noon
Stations of the Cross
Sponsored by the
churches of Highlands.
Meet at Our Lady of the
Mountain Catholic Church

Sunday, April 4, 2010
6:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service Easter Sunday
Sponsored by the Communion Service
churches of Highlands.

Service held at the Highlands’
Biological Center Amphitheater.

9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School

Call 828-526-3175 for more information or visit www.fpchighlands.org

CR1Ay
-

g

Rev. Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor

471 Main Street ashan
PO Box 548 : ﬁ'&
s Highlands, NC 28741

Sermon by
Rev. Dr. Lee Bowman

Rev. Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate
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e PLACES OF WORSHIP

Counting your
chickens

Chaplain Margaret Howell
Holy Family Lutheran Church —ELCA

“ How often have | desired to gather your children together as
a hen gathers her brood under her wings.....” (Luke 13: 34b)

ow many of you have ever had dealings with a
mother hen? I’'m not talking about the ladies of the

church, but the real thing! Chickens in general are
not the brightest of God’s creatures, but they have very
strong survival instincts, especially where their offspring
are concerned. Even before they are born, the hen tends
her nest, protecting it from predators. Ask any farm raised-
kid and they will tell you about the terrors of being pecked
by a hen when trying to extract an egg from the nest!

After the chicks, or peeps, are born, the mother guards
them zealously, teaching them to scratch in the chicken
yard. At the first sign of danger, she calls to them and they
dash under the protection of her out-stretched wings. Lest
you think that a mere little hen is capable of protecting her
brood, just try and take one of the chicks from an irate
hen! Despite this, domestic chickens are vulnerable to a
variety of predators, particularly at night when they roost.
Foxes, dogs, raccoons, cats, and birds of prey can catch a
sleepy hen unawares. Most farmers have chicken wire over
top of the chicken yard as well as on the sides, to keep out
the critters.

What a wonderful and unexpected image is the hen
gathering her chicks! It is very maternal —a characteristic
we do not usually associate with God or even Jesus, as gen-
tle as he often is.

A farmer was burning brush one day, and let the fire
get out of control. The wind shifted and the fire advanced
toward the farmer’s out buildings, including his henhouse.
Racing the flames, he managed to open the gate to the
poultry yard and shoo most of his chickens and ducks to
safety before the fire reached the henhouse. With the help
of his neighbors who had seen the smoke and came run-
ning, the farmer was able to save all his buildings expect
the henhouse.

As he poked through the ruined structure, he heard a
peeping sound. Carefully during over some blackened
boards, a tragic sight met his eyes.

One of his hens, unable to escape in time was caught
in the fire. She was singed and blackened — quite dead.
Still, the farmer heard peeping. Gently, he lifted up the
body of hen and there, underneath the protection of her
singed and outstretched wings were her chicks -all of
them, alive and well. So strong was her love for her babies,
that she resisted her own natural instincts for self-preserva-
tion and sacrificed herself to save them.

In Luke’s gospel, the 13™ chapter, the firestorm is com-
ing, yet Jesus, knowing what is to come, turns to Jerusalem
to face the trials ahead. He is coming to Jerusalem, the city
who stones and kills prophets, to “gather us up,” to save us
from the fox (the devil) and the fires of hell. | believe that
the reason some people can’t accept Jesus is because they

can'timagine a love like this. They can’t imagine anyone
=See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 14

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School - 10 a.m., Worship-11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting — 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Chapel of Sky Valley
Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999
Pastors residence: 706-746-5770
Sundays: 10 a.m. — Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
Worshipping at the facilities of
Whiteside Presbyterian Church, Cashiers
Sunday: Holy Communion - 9:00 a.m.
Sunday: Adult Forum - 10:30, Bucks Coffee Cafe,
Cashiers
Monday: Evening Bible Study and Supper - 6:00
p-m., members’ homes
Wednesday: Mens Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First
Baptist Church, Highlands
Thursday: Women's Prayer Group - 10:30 a.m.,
members; homes
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Prayer —6:30 p.m.

Evening Service — 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com « 526-4685
Pastor Gary Hewins
3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands
Palm Sunday, March 28 Service at 10:45am
Good Friday “A Walk to the Cross,”April 2 at 7pm
Saturday, April 4 at 12pm: EggFest at Highlands
Town Baseball Field
Easter Sunday Service, April 4 at 10:45 am (kids
grades k-5: special Easter Eggstravaganza)
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
The Rev. Brian Sullivan — Rector: 526-2968
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite I1)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.
Monday: 4 p.m. Womens Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Mens Cursillo Group
4:30 PM. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 PM. Choir Practice
Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Daughters of the King
= Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor = 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.; 6: p.m.
(nursery provided)

Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner 5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School - 9:30
a.m.; Youth - 6:30 p.m.; Choir-7:15
Wednesdays: Dinner — 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids — 6
p.m.; Prayer —6:15 p.m., Choir-7:30 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor
Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship - 11 a.m.; Sun. School - 9:30 & 9:45.
Mondays: 8 a.m. — Mens Bible Discussion &
Breakfast
Wednesdays — Choir -7
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Sixth Street
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study -7
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy
526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.; 5 p.m.
Youth Group
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 - children, youth, & adults
studies; 6:15 — Adult choir
(nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 - Womens Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road - 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group
9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion —10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Matt Shuler, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Choir-6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. -7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor
Parish office, 526-2418
Sunday Mass -9 a.m.

Saturday Mass — Mem Day through Oct. — 6 pm
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School -10 a.m.; Worship-11 a.m. &7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. — 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-10:45 a.m.;
Evening Worship -6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth -7 p.m.

For more information call 526-3212.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.

Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study -7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive = 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship-11 a.m.

Child Care-10:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Religious Education-11a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Youth from 8th - 12th grades meet the second
Sunday of each month from 5-7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship-11



* INVESTNG AT 4,118 Feer @

Navigating the new real estate environment
Part 2 — Understanding the Short Sale

e This is the second
article in Highlands’s
Newspaper’s newest
column “Investing at 4,118
Feet” for which area
Realtors will write. Follow-
ing deVille Schiffli’s
multipart series, other real
estate writers will be
featured in around-robin
fashion, like our Spiritually
Speaking columnists. If you
interested in participating,
email
highlandseditor@aol.com.
Conditions do apply.

sthe number of dis
tressed properties
in- creases, more sell-

ersare turning to short sales as away to
avoid foreclosure. What exactly is a short
sale? According to the National Association
of Realtors (NAR), a short sale is “a situa-
tion in which the seller (1) owes more
money on the loan than the sale of the
property will likely produce on the market
and (2) is unable or unwilling to bring
money to the closing. The seller may or
may not be in pre-foreclosure.”

Therefore, in ashort sale, the seller ar-
ranges with their mortgage lender to accept
aprice that is less than the amount they
owe on the property. As a result, the seller
avoids going though a foreclosure, and the
lender avoids taking on the burden of sell-
ing the property.

Short sales are considered preferable to
foreclosures because short sales lessen the
impact a foreclosure can have on the sur-
rounding community; further, short sales
will not damage the distressed owner’s
creditas much as a foreclosure. (Please
note: News reports last week disclosed that
some homeowners who have signed up for
the government’s mortgage assistance pro-
gram are being surprised with lower credit
scores. While the impact on one’s credit is
far less severe than a foreclosure, home-
owners should be made aware of any con-
sequences to their credit scores if they seek
government assistance. If you are consider-
ing such assistance, make sure you are
knowledgeable about all the pros and cons
ofdoingso.)

If ashort sale has been determined to
be a distressed homeowner’s best option,
the real estate professional must thorough-
ly qualify the homeowner. In the qualifying
process, the real estate agent establishes if
the owner is a short-sale candidate by ex-

Susie deVille Schiffli
Harry Norman,
Realtors

ploring the following crite-
ria:

* Whether or not the
homeowner hasavalid
hardship

* Whether or not there
is sufficient time to accom-
plish ashortsale

» That the homeowner
will contract or has already
contracted with appropriate
finance, tax, and legal pro-
fessionals

* Theamountthat is
owed on the property

* Whether or not the
homeowner has liens in ad-
dition to the mortgage; for
example, tax liens

» The condition of the property

» That the homeowner will be cooper-
ative in completing the short-sale docu-
mentation and in maintaining the property
for showings

It isimportant to note how lenders de-
fine what constitutes a valid hardship (an
event or events that change a homeowner’s
ability to keep current in mortgage pay-
ments). For example, lenders may consider
short sales for homeowners who have ex-
perienced any of the following: job loss,
business failure, iliness and medical costs,
divorce or death of a spouse, and/or natural
disasters. From the bank’s perspective, loss
of equity is not considered a hardship.

Once aseller has been qualified, set-
ting the right price becomes of paramount
importance. Real estate agents should
counsel sellers to set the price at the low
end of fair market value. The goal is to at-
tract the interest of buyers, as well as obtain
a price that the bank will accept. And while
there is not a standard formula for what the
bank will accept on a short sale, NAR re-
ports “Freddie Mac has stated that their tar-
get sales price on a short sale is 88% of the
broker price opinion.”

If you believe you are heading toward a
short sale, please note the following: short
sales require substantial documentation
and responsibility for preparing the docu-
mentation is largely the seller’s. It is imper-
ative that sellers list with real estate agents
who are deeply knowledgeable about short
sale protocol. Further, it is essential that
one seeks the expertise of qualified finance,
tax, and legal professionals.

Next week, we'll look at the profile of
the ideal buyer/investor for short sale prop-

=See INVESTING page 14
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... LETTERS continued from page 2

community for a park - avillage green in
the middle of town —with native landscap-
ing, picnic tables, and “lots of grass,” folks
said.

Now as the next decade begins and
storm water drainage improvements on
Pine and Fifth Streets are underway, we are
hearing discussions about the possibility of
an ice or roller skating rink on the park
site.

Please do not let us forget the commit-
ment and ignore the dream for a village
green in Highlands. It's a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity for the town we all need
to honor.

Ginger Slaughter,
Highlands

Health care is a
huge victory for
American people

Dear Editor,

Today America wins, and the fear
mongers, liars, and hypocrites don’t. The
Democratic health care initiative passed
Congress this weekend. Whether you like
it or not, it's one of the major pieces of
legislation to come out of Congress in the
last hundred years. It will change the way
health care is delivered in America forever.
Not asingle Republican voted for it.

Life would be so much smoother in if the
Republican Party didn’t come across as an
angry mob. At the beginning of this
process they made a strategic decision,
republicans would make no deal with the
administration. There would be no
negotiations, no compromise, nothing. If
they couldn’t have it their way, then they

would try to make sure no one had
anything.

This is a huge political victory, and it
calls for some celebration. Roughly 30
million people will now have some form of
health care who didn’t have it before.
Premiums should by logic, go down for
those already covered. Insurance
companies can't deny people based on pre-
existing conditions or abandon patients in
need. Those are huge victories.

Don Twardowvski
Franklin

Fred’s content and
humor good

Dear Editor,
| just wanted you to know how much |
enjoy Fred Wooldridge’s columns in your
newspaper every week.
I love his sense of humor —he doesn't leave
anyone out! | just pity the poor readers who
have no sense of humor. Keep up the good
work and thanks for the good laugh
every week.
Hattie Holloway
Highlands

Traffic detour
at Carolina
Way, Maple

Street & US 64

For the next 2 weeks, Mon.-Fri., 7
a.m. to 5 p.m., traffic will be detoured
in the vicinity of Maple Street, Caroli-
na Way at US 64 for Pine Street Storm-
water work. Watch for signs.

peed Internet with Digital Phone from Northland for one

% High-Speed Internet

® Only Northland can deliver the fastest
speeds for all your video streaming,
banking, shopping, schoolwork, and more!

No matter where you live within the
network, experience consistent speeds way

faster than DSL and dialup.

479 South Street * Highlands, NC 28741

$52.85 rote guaranteed with a 12 month agree
d for new customers only. Act

areas. Some restrictions may apply. Offer expires 10/31/08

). Standard prices apply affer term. Prices subject to change.

% Digital Phone

¢ Reliable home phone service with
unlimited local and long distance calling

* 13 FREE calling features including
Voicemail, Caller ID, and Call Waiting
PLUS online Voicemail access

= A;k about
our FREE HD!

(828) 526-5675 ¢ www.northlandcabletv.com

NORTHIAND
(ABLE
.TELEVISION

Northland Advanced Fiber Networks

manages nefwork
e. Unlimited local and
y not be ovailable in all
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... INVESTING from pg 13
erties and discuss what you need to know if ® BUSlNESS NE\NS ®

you are considering this kind of real estate

p“rc*,‘zsjéi?deVi,,eSChiﬁ,i,ME, amsris  Fryar family gives Cashiers Pediatric trauma subject
aBroker with Harry Norman, Realtors. Her - Hjstorical Society Zachary  of continuing education course

areas of expertise include real estate invest-
ments, niche marketing, social media, and Fam | | B | b | e

strategic property positioning. An expertin
entrepreneurship and anthropology, Susie
applies her acumen in human behavior to-
ward negotiating and advocating on behalf
of her clients. You may visit her blog at
www.HighlandsNCRealEstatelnvestor.com,
or contact her by calling (828) 371-2079.

Hospital employees at HCH attended a continuing educational course
taught on “Trauma in the Pediatric Patient” Friday, March 5™. The Pediatric
Trauma class is designed for healthcare workers to enhance their

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JONATHAN HILIYER

On March 11, William and Mary Alice Fryar presented the

AV/([/INdTEI; ,I_(IlOURS Cashiers Historical Society with the 19™ century Zachary knowledge in assessment and management of the infant or child
onday-Friday, 9-5. Family Bible. The Bible belonged to one of Cashiers early  ,t5ining injuries from motor vehicles, falls, burns, airway obstructions
Enter from ground-floor building rear. pioneer families, that of Mordecai Zachary. From 1842 until 4 -hild abuse cases. “Although our pediatric population is small
1852, Za,Cha_W constructed the Zachary-Tolbert House located 01 care professionals have to stay current and be prepared to handle

HAPPENING NOW: ontoday's Highway 107S. Included in the Bible are family birth |, types of emergencies,” said Karen Hendricks, RN and Education

* Winter youth art classes and de_ath records as well ast_he Marriage Certificate recogniz!ng Director. Courses such as this are open to the community and will be
(Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Saturdays) ghe unlé)n of Zdacharyfal\r/lld hC;S W'_fe’ EcIIVIIErIa !(een_(le_a MBr: glry arisa posted on HCH’s website www.hchospital.org. Other classes, currently
* Spring and artist-in-residence irect cescendant of Mordecal and Elvira. The Bible Is an available, include Battling Superbugs (MRSA, VRE, C DIFF), Managing

. invaluable gift and will be a wonderful public resource for ; ; ; ;
workshops (pre-register now) research into the early years of Cashiers Valley. Pictured: Jane }Jr-'mfw IYn Contme?ce’ central r\]/ eggus C-ath%ers and Traumggg Bg;gn
* Collective Spirits wine festival tickets on Nardy accepting the Zacharv Bible from Bill Frvar njuries. You may also contact the Education Department at (828) 20~
Y pung y ryar. 1243 or 526-1247 for further information. Pictured: Karen Hendricks

sale (May 21-22; collectivespirits.com) (left) and Erika Jones

YW

Heffington wins Bingo pot

e ions Jop. ... SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued
; from page 12
_THEBASCOM pag

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS
828.526.4949

www.thebascom.org

willingly walking into an agonizing death in order to save someone
else. That type of self-sacrifice is unimaginable to them because, as St
Paul writes, (Phil. 3:19) “Their god is their belly; and their minds are set
on earthly things.”

During this time of Lent, we are invited to fall in step beside Jesus as
he walks toward Jerusalem. This is our time to get to know him, to love
him more and to experience the gravity, sorrow and joy of the Passion
of the cross. Jesus is about to spread his wings and shield us from the
fires of death and despair. He, like the hen, will sacrifice his own body
to save us. With the joy of Christmas still fresh in our minds, we are
turning our minds and hearts to getting close to the babe become man,
the Word made flesh.

The fox will appear to win, but in the glory of the Resurrection, will
find himself foiled. His prey has not only redeemed his children but has
escaped death itself. The fox, the devil of death, will be chained and
The Rotary Club of Highlands partnered with the Literacy muzzled. He can still terrify and intimidate— illness, poverty, injury of

Art Glass

Fused Glass and
Estate Silver

260 Franklin Road Council of Highlands to sponsor Bingo on March 18. Mary body and mind, all these things he hurls at us. Yet, in the end he is justa

2 Heffington, a Literacy Council tutor for many years, was the  chained dog, and we are safe in the arms of Jesus, sheltered under his
(before The Bascom B“dge) winner of the $150 Super Bingo game. She is shown with  wings.

828-526-4095 Rotary member and Bingo master Tay Bronaugh. Amen.




... PLANNING BOARD continued from page 1

the residential portion of the property creat-
ing an eyesore.

When Cooley investigated, he found
their claims to be true and instructed Shearl
to keep all commercial activity off that seg-
ment of the property and to move a storage
building that had been erected within the
right of way, as well.

Since the Zoning Board upheld Cooley’s
decision, Shearl appeared before the Plan-
ning Board to request the residential portion
of the tract be rezoned commercial so he
could continue his business as usual.

The Planning Board hears rezoning re-
quests before they are sent to the Town Board
with the Planning Board’s recommendation.
Before the Town Board decides, a public hear-
ing is held so all parties, including neigh-
bors, can weigh in on the decision.

Shearl’s property is bordered on three
sides by roads, which means the use of his lot
is hampered by rights- of-way and setbacks.
He contends that, coupled with the zoning

limitations his property has been rendered
unusable.

There is a 40-ft. right-of-way from the
two private roads — Brushy Face and Cataw-
ba Trail —as well as a 25-ft. setback from the
right-of-way and a 10-ft. setback from prop-
erty lines. That only leaves asmall portion of
the R1 part of his lot useable — less in fact
than the required minimum residential lot
size of 33,000 sq. ft.

Though Shearl says the town has made
his property unusable, Cooley said the fact
that he’s using the property discounts that
claim. “You can’t use it as you want to, but
you can use it,” he said.

Cooley said the only way Shearl could
continue using all the parcel commercially,
would be to get the entire parcel rezone to B3
and in conjunction request a variance to al-
low him to store material he has for sale be-
hind opaque screening within the setback
areas.

= See PLANNING BOARD on page 18

... FALCON continued from page 1

respond well to disturbance,” says Kelly.
When falcons are tending eggs or nestlings,
the presence of people near the nest may
cause the adult birds to spend time away from
the nest, leaving eggs or nestlings exposed to
the elements and delaying food deliveries. A
young bird flushed off the nest will fall to its
death. By adhering to the closure, climbers
can help ensure that the birds will be able to
finish nesting in a timely fashion. If they are
disturbed, they will attempt to re-nest, which
will delay opening of this cliff significantly,
aswas the case in 2009. “It’s in everybody’s
best interest that the falcons nest
undisturbed,” said Kelly.

“It's hard to say why they moved to the
other side of the cliff,” said Kelly, “but we do
know that a new female is on territory this
year.” The move could also be aresponse to

...ATTORNEY from pg 3

Davis said due to the terms of her con-
tract, the county had to honor the amount
she was paid and what was in her severance
package.

Current Chair Beale said thanks to Mox-
ley’s cooperation, in the long run using a part-
time attorney instead of a full-time attorney
will save substantial money in the legal de-
partment of the county —which was the rea-
son for terminating Moxley’s contract in the
first place, he said.

However, Horton said it will be some
time before the county realizes the savings.

Jones’ services will likely be used for
about 40 hours amonth rather than 40 hours
a week which will cost the county substan-
tially less than maintaining a full time legal
department.

Jones hasworked as an attorney for Clay
and Swain counties and has worked 20 years
as a lawyer in Franklin.

— Kim Lewicki

disturbance. The closure order was violated
last year, and the nesting attempt failed for
the first time in 11 years. Whiteside Mountain
Trail is open for hiking. The cliff is so
enormous that the birds do not respond to
hikers up top. Visitors may catch a glimpse of
the falcons from the trail as the falcons wheel
around chasing vultures and hawks and
swooping after prey.

For more information please reference
the National Forests in North Carolina
website at www.cs.unca.edu/nfsnc or contact
Crystal Powell, Nantahala Ranger District
Recreation Staff, at 828-524-6441 X424 or
email her at clpowell @fs.fed.us.
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e CLASSIFIEDS

NEW POLICY

Non-Commercial Classifieds:
$5 for first 10 words;
20 cents per word
thereafter.

Comnmercial Classifieds:
$6 for first 10 words;
25 cents per word thereafter.

Email Copy To:
highlandseditor@aol.com
or FAX to 1-866-212-8913

No phone submissions.

Send check to:
Highlands' Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703
Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782
VISA/MASTERCARD Accepted

DEADLINE:
Mondays at 5 p.m.

For 2010 ad rates and programs,
email highlandseditor@aol.com
or highlandsinfo@aol.com

PoLice & FIRE REPORTS

The following are the Highlands
Police Dept. log entries from March
18. Only the names of persons arrest-
ed, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor, or
public officials have been used.

During the week, police officers re-
sponded to 4 alarms and issued 10 cita-
tions.

The following are the Highlands
Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries from
March 18:

March 18

* At 1:23 a.m., the dept. was first re-
sponders to assist EMS with a medical
call ataresidence on Cherokee Drive. The
victim was taken to the hospital.

* At 4:53 p.m., the dept. was first re-
sponders to assist EMS with a medical
call at a residence on Shelby Drive. The
victim was taken to the hospital..

March 19

* At 9:30 a.m., the dept. responded
to a call about a large amount of smoke
in the Clear Creek area. It was due to a
controlled burn in Oconee County.

* At 12:21 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to assist EMS with a medi-
cal call at a residence on Spring Street.
The victim was taken to the hospital.

March 21

* At 3:58 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to assist EMS with a medi-
cal call at a residence on Hicks Road.
The victim was taken to the hospital.

March 22

* At 7:13 p.m., the dept. responded
to an alarm at a residence on Club House
Trail that was set off by burning food.

March 23

*At10:21 a.m., the dept. responded
to an alarm at a residence on Falls Court
that was set off by workers.

LEGAL

NOTICE
CALL OF SPECIAL INFORMATION MEETING
OF MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC

Aspecial information meeting of the Town of Highlands, a
North Carolina public body, is hereby called to be held on the
7" day of April, 2010 at 7 p.m. at the Highlands Conference
Center, for the transaction of business of said town, located at
869 Poplar Street, Highlands, North Carolina. Itis desired
by the Highlands Town Commissionersthat aloan be secured
from Rural Development, United States Department of
Agriculture, in order to obtain sufficient funds for the construction
ofthe Old Highlands ABC Store renovation for the relocation
of the Highlands Police Department. All, or substantially all,
ofthe assets and property of the project acquired as part of
this project may be encumbered by the loan agreement.
Mayor David Wilkes
Town Manager, Jim Fatland
3/25,4/1

COMMUNITY YARD SALE

SATURDAY, MARCH 27 atthe Rec Park from 9
am.to4p.m.

HELP WANTED

FRESSERS EATERY now taking applications for
experienced waitstaff and line cooks. Call Debbie at 526-
8847.(St. 3/18)

THE BASCOM SEEKS 25-HOUR/WEEK
FACILITIES MANAGER. Requirements: high school
diploma (bachelor's preferred), Highlands residential address,
computer skills, and 3 years experience in HVAC, building
systems, budget management, strong communications and
planning skills, and demonstrated ability to negotiate and
oversee contracted services. Respond by March 26 to
dmarett@thebascom.org; then follow application instructions
to be sentvia email. (3/25)

HAMPTON INNis now accepting applications for
frontdesk and Housekeeping. Must be able to speak English.
Applications may be picked up atthe Hampton Innat 96 Log
Cabin Lane Highlands. Resumes may be emailed to
HLDNC_hampton@hilton.com. (3/25)

FULL TIME OR PART TIME JOB
OPPORTUNITIES AT HIGH-END CLOTHING STORE.
Retail sales experience necessary. Call 828-482-2118. (St.
March 4)

(1) POLICE OFFICER, HIGHLANDS, NC, SALARY
GRADE: (12) $28,457.00- $45,492. Full Family Medical
REQUIREMENTS:Successful candidate mustbe 21 years
ofage; BLET-certified; and submitto an extensive background
investigation, drug screening, and psychological evaluation.
Applicant must possess a valid North Carolina, South
Carolina, or Georgia driver's license, for the state which they
reside inas apermanent resident. Applicant must successfully
complete the Highlands Police Department application
process. CLOSING DATE: Until Filled CONTACT:
Highlands Police Department, Capt. R.L. Forrester, 310
Oak Street. Highlands, NC 28741. (828) 526-8734. (st.
Feb. 28)

PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSISTANT at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. Full-ime, Monday through Friday position.
NC license required. Primarily orthopedic caseload inan
outpatient clinic. Experience preferred. Pre-employment
screening required. Call Human Resources at 828-526-

1376 or apply online atwww.hchospital.org

= See CLASSIFIEDS on page 16



PRN-RN’s at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.
Experienced Med-Surg and ER Nurses needed. Strong
leadership skills is a must. Pre-employment screening
required. Call Human Resources at 828-526-1376 or apply
online at www.hchospital.org

CNA at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Ourwage scale
is $11.00 to $14.40 per hour with shift and weekend
differentials. Pre-employment substance screening. Call
Human Resources, 828-526-1376 or apply online at
www.hchospital.org

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. PRN position working 12 hour shifts.
Must be on call at night and be within 20 minutes of the
hospital. Intubation experience a must. Pre-employment
screening required. Call Human Resources at 828-526-

1376 or apply online atwww.hchospital.org

WORKWANTED

LOOKING FOR CARPENTRY WORK. Have tools.
Please call Alferdo: 524-9304 or 371-2976.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ADORABLE 2/2 JOE WEBB LOG CABIN only a
stone’s throw from Mirror Lake. Completely furnished for
only $499K. Call 800-335-9215 and view pictures at
www.HighlandsRentals.net/StonesThrowPics (5/27)

REDUCED -3.5 acres, 3 BR, 2 BA manufactured
home, large shop building, storage building, covered parking.
Clear Creek/Blue Valley Area. $205,000. 828-526-8191 ( 3/
1)

TWO LOTS IN BLUE VALLEY —Dead-end Road.
Water & Septicincluded. Subfloor and foundation on one, 70-
ft. single-wide on the other. .55 acre and .65 acre. Borders
USFS and great view of Satulah Mountain. Call 828-482-
2052.(St. 11/24)

$205,000 FOR BOTH. BY OWNER NO AC
NEEDED. CLASSIC COUNTRY HOME, 4.2 acres.
Perennial landscaping. 4 bed 3 bath, garage and shed 2900
sq. ftliving space. 1,523 sq. ft deck. $338,500, 743-5788 (st.
10/15)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
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SPACIOUS MAIN ST. APT, full kitchen, fully
furnished, covered balcony, small pets OK. $700/mo. 526-
3363.(St. 3/25)

WALK TO TOWN from this 3/3 furnished older home
near Bascom. Year-round, consider seasonal. $1,250/month
includes electric. 526-5558. (4/8)

| BEDROOM, 1 BATH, FURNISHED 1 1/2 FROM
DOWNTOWN. $600 per month, incl. utilities, satellite TV,
accesss towasher/dryer. Call 526-4598 or 526-3612. (4/1)

LOCATION, LOCATION! 2BR, 1 BAupstairs apt.
Quietarea 1/2 block from Main St. (828) 787-2021 or 526-
9227. (st. 2/25)

REALLY NEAT DUPLEX - Two bed, one bath.
Screened porch, garage, etc. 122 Dog Mountain Road.
$750/ mth plus utiliies and $200 deposit. Call 828-508-0664.
(St114)

ONE BED, 1 BATH, plus den with trundle beds —fully
furnished, new construction, including utilities, cable TV, W/
D, wireless Internet access. Smoke-free environment. 1,200
sq. ft. plus 2 outside decks. Walk to Main Street. Near new
Bascom. $950/month. Call 813-428-2359. (4/15)

ARCHITECTS PRIVATE HOME WITH STUNNING
FEATURES. Three bedrooms, plus den, three full baths,
and an open living area. Two Stone fireplaces and three
decks overlooking stream and private stocked trout pond.
Full Privacy. Designer furnished. Walking distance to town.
Non smokers only; no pets. Deposit required. Monthly or
yearly rental $2,500.00 per month. Call 770-639-2682 or
678-358-9675(3/25)

ONE-BEDROOMAPARTMENT IN TOWN -535
N. 4th Street. $600 amonth. Call 770-827-0450. (St. 11/5)

CUTE HIGHLANDS COTTAGE. 2BR/1BA.
Remodeled kitchen and bath. Close to town, private, quiet.
Deck, W/D, DW, wood stove. No smoking. Pets negotiable.
$900/month + utilities. 770-845-1577. (st. 10/22)

FULLY FURNISHED 4-ROOM CABIN SUITE off
Glen Falls Road atop Loma Linda Farm. New queen bed,
kitchenette, large tiled shower, deck and view. Good for 1
person. $700/mo. includes electric, heat, satellite TV and
wifl. Visit htp:/highlandscashiersrealestate. blogspot.com/ for
virtual tour. Phone (828) 421-7922. (st. 11/12)

ROOM FOR RENT - furnished. Non-smoker, must
love dogs. Whiteside Cove [6 miles to town] $50/wk. No
utilities. Call 828-787-1515 (4/15)

APARTMENT FOR RENT — newly furnished one
bed/one bath. AC/Heat. Deck. Fantastic view. 5 min from

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled

Self Storage
With covered

loading zone

Cashiers Road

« Units Available «
Highlands Storage Village « 828-526-4555

Highlands. Adults only. No smokers, no pets. Utilities
included. $795. Call 526-2694. (st. 7/30)
GREAT 2 /1BATH APARTMENT — Main Street,

Highlands includes 9-foot ceilings, central heat & air, balcony,
large laundry room with washer/dryer. $900 per month plus
utiities. Lease and references required. Contact John Dotson
-526-5587. (st. 5/21)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT/SALE

PRIME RETAIL SPACE FOR LEASE - Main
Street. Call 828-526-5917. (3/18)

FOR SALE - BEST ‘COMMERCIAL’ BUY IN
HIGHLANDS - 535 4th Street. Zoned mixed-use,
commercial and residential. Recent Remodel. Great retail/
office and separate one-bedroom basement apartment.
$389,000. Call 770-827-0450. (St. 11/5)

RESTAURANT FOR LEASE ON THE
CASHIERS ROAD. —Currently occupied by High Country
Cafe. 6,300 sq. ft. Call Buddy or Sherry Kremser at 706-
782-6252. (St. 11/5)

RENTAL SPACE IN WRIGHT SQUARE —Half a
building or two floors of one building. Call Harold Brammer.
828-526-5673. (st. 4/16)

VACATION RENTAL

RV SITES FOR RENT IN TOWN — Short Walk to
Main Street. Daily, Weekly, or Monthly Rates Available.
Contact Charlie @ (828)526-8645 e-mail:
chestnutcottages@yahoo.com (ST. 11/5)

ITEMS FOR SALE

PIANO — Gorgeous Fully restored. Late 1800s
upright owned by the Vanderbelts and was in the Biltmore
Estates Plays Beautifullt $7,000 invested, worth way more
Must sell. Will sacrifice for $2,800. OBO. 828-524-7233 or
828-371-2129(st. 10/22)

COLEMAN 5000 ER ELECTRONIC GARAGE
DOOR. $500. Call 526-5025. (st. 8/13)

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2005 BOBCAT 334 G SERIES -- Enclosed cab/

heat, 800 hrs./hyraulic thumb, 16 & 24 in. bucket. Asking:
$21,500 OBO. Call: 526-5793 (st. 12/3)

CADILLAC DEVILLE 2002 - Silver, 85,300 miles.
One owner, garaged. $8,950. See at 150 Shelby Circle,
Highlands. 787-2310. (St. 7/9)

SERVICES

ANY OUTSIDE WORK - Landscaping, Tree
climbing, roofing or stone work. Insured & Legal employees,.
Call 828-206-0207. (4/22)

GOT DUST? — Letson Cleaning Service provides
Residential, Deep Cleans, Rentals,Offices and Property
Management. Call us today! Office: 828-369-9127. Cell:
828-421-4239(5/27)

WE CAN ELIMINATE THAT MUSTY ODOR IN
YOUR HOME GUARANTEED. Call 828-505-6780.(3/25)

HANDYMAN SPECIAL —Repairs and remodeling,
electrical and plumbing, carpentry and more. Low prices.
Free estatmate. Call 828-342-7864. (3/18)

DEBRIS AND TREE REMOVAL CLEAN UP. Roof
and gutter repair expert. Call 371-1103. (st. 2/25)

SNOW PLOWING —Call 526-4946 or 200-0268.

THE HIGHLANDS HANDYMAN - Anything and
Everything. Local References. Call a neighbor. Call Mark at
526-0031.

NEED FIREWOOD? Any size load. Seasoned
hardwood. Call 828-332-7303 or 828-526-2536 (3/25)

ICE AND SNOW REMOVAL. Call 526-2251 or 342-
6289.(3/31)

24-HOUR CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE - 16
years experience. Wil travel to accommodate. $2,800 month-
ly, negotiable. Call Clare Myers 828-349-3479 or 828-342-
1603. (2/25)

FIREWOOD “Nature Dried” Call 526-2251. (3/31)

TREE SERVICE - Complete Tree Removal, Trim-
ming, Stump Grinding, Lot Clearing, Under Brushing, and
Hemlock treatment and fertilization for “Woolly Adelgid.” 828-
526-2251(3/31)

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES -
Complete Landscaping Company, Design, Installation and
Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees, Hardscapes,
Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage, Erosion
Controland RR-Tie work. 20 years serving Highlands area.
828-526-2251. (3/31)

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator

Sales & Service, INnc.

828-526-9325

Cell: 828-200-1139
email: allandearth@msn.com

g.}l\ Collision Center

Auto Body Repair and Detail Shop
Owner: Jeff Miller

65 Brooks Rd.
Highlands

828-526-1507 4.




... CALENDAR continued from page 1

conducted on Saturdays, national holidays
have been used and the school year has been
extended a day to June 11 due to snow on
March 3.

Monday night the school board deliber-
ated over yet another make-up day knowing
that parents were already upset about losing
Memorial Day.

After much talk, the board agreed to
move the required Teacher Workday follow-
ing the third grading period to Saturday,
March 27 instead of Friday, March 26 and to
make Friday a make-up day for students so
they and their families don’t have to give up
Memorial Day as originally planned. School
will be dismissed at 1 p.m. on Friday.

The calendar out of Raleigh also affects
Macon County Schools’ ability to align class-
es and down time with Southwestern Com-
munity College and Western Carolina Uni-
versity whose courses enable students to dual
enroll while still in high school. College of-
ferings also give students in smaller schools,
like Highlands and Nantahala course offer-
ings not available at their schools.

Pat Davis, Macon County Schools test-
ing coordinator, has devised a “dummy” cal-
endar which would basically reinstate the
school calendar used in the past. The school
start date for the 2010-2011 school year would
be August 9 and the last day would be May 23.

“Thiswould enable us to complete a se-
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mester by Christmas while still adhering to
mandated requirements and we could align
our needs with SCC and Western,” she said.

The dummy calendar would also mean
more make-up day potential without going
into June, she said.

Superintendent Brigman said if state rep-
resentatives back the plan it could go into
affect for the 2010-2011 school year.

Davis said there is talk in Raleigh about
starting school a week earlier than last year,
but said that still means the fall semester
would end after Christmas break which
keeps Macon County Schools from aligning
schedules with SCC and WCU.

In other school board news, Brigman
and the board thanked the Highlands com-

munity and others for making the Highlands
School soccer field a reality.

He also announced that the school’s
Booster Club is footing the cost of a 10-ft. by
14-ft. concession stand for the soccer field
which will be built by Mr. Cashion’s voca-
tional class. Certified contractors will take
care of the plumbing and electrical work.

Also announced was the county’s allo-
cation of $12,000 to construct drainage un-
der the school’s baseball field so teams can
play this season. Over the summer the field
will be sodded.

The project will be paid for with contin-
gency funds left over from the Highlands
School construction projects this year.

— Kim Lewicki

$17 weekly e SERVICE DIRECTORY »

Bob Weber Tree Company

- Tree Pruning - View Cutting - Tree Removal
- Storm Damage Cleanup

95Highlands Plaza
526-3379
FAX: 526-3309

™~

Higlande

edWardsS elecTric

Service

- Lot Clearing for New homes - Tree Surgery
- Tree & Forest Inspections
526-1777

allaboutrees@gmail.com  4/29

e Complete line of office supplies
e Laminating  Fax Service
e Greeting Cards ° Laser paper

* Ink Cartridges * UPS services

“It's good to do business in Highlands”

of highlandsS

call 526-5147

MANLEY’S AUTO
' ANDITOWING

O o _{ £
Complete Auto Service
, Towing Available 24 Hours
Irlne.\' .-‘"'Popcm‘u “Marnley - Owner/Operator

.0/Box/1263 Garage: (828) 526-9805

(1597 Soath 4th Street Cell: (828) 342-0583

Highlands, NC 28741 Towing: (828)526-0374
") < TIRES < BRAKES * OIL CHANGES *TUNE UPS

Michael David Rogers
Native grown trees and plants
N G : Erosion Control Specialist
v _,_}f 2a kLandscape Installation
& T

& Maintenance

515 Wyanoak Drive ¢ Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268
tinarogers@nctv.com

Don’t Scream...(y
Get the help you b
need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

526-4946 ® 342-9312

FIREWOOD
Greenwood for SALE
1/2 Price!

Buy now for next year.

Call 526-4946 or 200-0268

Visit Greenleaf Gallery right here
in Highlands for all your ...

Custom Picture Framing
526-9333
177 Main St. (Wright Sq.) Highlands

J&J Lawn and Landscaping
\81LMy  serving Highlands & Cashiers for

'.q! Ill'. 20 years!

!5 Phone: 526-2251

.' Toll Free: 888-526-2251
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@verizon.net

SERVICES  30hn Shearl, Owner « 1663 S. 4" St. Highlands

- [k

Runaround
Sue
Pet Sitting

Sue Laferty
*Healthy Homemade Treats P.O. Box 1991
* Birthday Parties Highlands, NC 28741
+ PetPhotos _ (828)526-0844
+Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing slaferty@verizon.net

Residential « Commercial

Pressure Cleaning « Seamless Gutters, too
Insured ¢ Licensed » References
Dennis Perkins, owner

828-371-2277 or 828-526-3542 5/28

Kenneth M. Crowe
Custom Homes s Remodels « Maintenance

Cell: Office: & Repairs
828-332-8290 828-526-5943

Fax:

828-526-8421

1540 Blue Valley
Highlands, NC 28741,
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Kale Marie Parks: AF Art History

L R e

Clayton Creight

At the Monday night school board meeting, the
Highlands School art program was briefly highlighted.
The students gave personal insights about their
experiences in the art classes. Kate-Marie Parks talked
about how important she thought the AP art history
class is to her education even though she wants to be
a doctor and shared the inspiring experience she had
at the Louvre. Bevan Schiffli, who wants to pursue
the arts as a career, showed some of her work and
Clayton Creighton was ethusiastic about the pottery
class taught at The Bascom every morning.

Town Engineer Lamar Nix with McCall and Brigman

At Monday’s School Board meeting held in Highlands,
Superintendent Dan Brigman and District | BOE
representative Stephanie McCall recognized several
members of the community as being instrumental in
making the Highlands School soccer field a reality. Not
everyone was present but recognized were: Terry Bell,
Ryan Bryson, Mike Bryson, Lamar Nix, Jim Fatland,
Brian Jetter, Brian McClellan, Ronnie Beale, Hank Ross,
Jeff Weller and Principal Brian Jetter.

Photos by Jim Lewicki

e HS Soccer NeEws e

Lady Highlanders drop two

By Ryan Potts

The Lady Highlanders dropped a pair of tough road games
this week against Pickens County, SC and Franklin.

Last Thursday, the Lady Highlanders traveled to Pickens,
SC to face the Lady Flame for the first time. The Lady
Highlanders came out very strong, dominating the first 30
minutes of play and taking a 1-0 lead on a goal from Sayne
Feria. Despite leading 1-0, the Lady Highlanders failed to
capitalize on a couple of scoring chances early, and it came
back to haunt them. Leading 1-0, the ladies from Highlands
made a crucial mistake on a throw and Pickens capitalized,
scoring in the 38th minute to tie the match at 1-1 at the half.

The second half saw a reverse of the first, as the Lady
Flame dominated the ball against a weary Highlands team
and pushed 4 goals through for a 5-1 victory that was much
more heavily contested than the final score would indicate.
Friday, the Lady Highlanders visited Franklin for a match

with the Lady Panthers. Despite missing four starters due to
injury’s and college visits, the Lady Highlanders played
inspired ball.

In the first half, Franklin dominated time of possession,
but the Lady Highlanders again had three good scoring
chances that they could not capitalize on. Franklin, as usual,
made the Lady Highlanders pay, by scoring two goals late in
the first half to lead 2-0.

The second half was similar to the first in that Franklin
again possessed the ball for the majority of the time, but the
Lady Highlander defense held, keeping the final margin at 2-
0.

The Lady Highlanders will travel to Cherokee today to
face the Lady Braves, and Tuesday will mark the opening of
the brand new Highlands soccer field at Highlands School.
Please come out next Tuesday to support your Lady
Highlanders and check out the new field in the process.

... PLANNING BOARD continued from page 15

“As long as the material stored on the property is for sale
is has to be screened and nothing can be in the right-of-way,”
he said.

Whether the property is rezoned or not Cooley said
Shearl would have to make some changes as to how he uses
his property.

Gerald and Tracey Hedden, who live adjacent to the R1
portion of Shearl’s property, said rezoning the entire parcel
B3 and screening still wouldn't satisfy them.

“No matter what he puts up, we'll still see it,” said Ger-
ald Hedden. “The screening would have to be at least 15-feet
high and that wouldn’t even work because we have aroom
upstairs where we could still see it.”

They say they bought their property April 1997 and un-
derstood that the R1 portion of Shearl’s property was to act as
a buffer between his commercial use and the residential ac-
tivity on their property.

In 1997 they said there was a camper and firewood on
Shearl’s R1 portion and that was acceptable to them.

“As the years went by, more and more commercial stuff
was put on the R1 portion and it has become an eyesore,”
said Hedden. “We believe that portion of his property was
zoned R1 to protect adjacent residents from potential eye-
sores.”

Shearl and Melvin produced real estate contracts, real
estate listings and letters from town employees saying the
property was zoned commercial which is why he bought the
property in the first place, they said.

However, the plat and deed recorded at the Macon County
courthouse show the property split-zoned and that’s what is
binding, say town officials.

Shearl said the plat and deed on record at the court-
house were entered one minute prior to his recording of
ownership and he didn’t know about the plat until he was
cited by Cooley in August of 2009.

He is also questioning the measurements the town used
in 1983 and 1990 when the depth of commercial strip zones
along corridors were decreased —and lots split-zoned com-
mercial/residential.

Some accounts show the line delineating commercial
from residential 230 ft from the center of NC 28; some show
200 ft. and still others show 130 ft.

Realtor Judy Michaud presented a letter from a resident
down the road from Shearl’s property on Catawba Trail in

which she said she didn’t want Shearl’s property rezoned
claiming what's going on there now is an “eyesore.”

In addition, Michaud, who represents properties on
Brushy Face, said residents there believe Shearl’s commer-
cial activities have had an adverse affect on their property
values.

She also said that regardless of other paperwork submit-
ted, “only the deed and recorded plat matter and the record-
ed plat clearly shows the property split-zoned R1 and B3.”

“Contracts don’t matter and listings don’t matter be-
cause those things aren’t guaranteed. Only the deed mat-
ters,” she said.

Planning Board Chairman Griffin Bell said the plan-
ning board is not a “let’s help people board.” “We are sup-
posed to look at zoning as it applies to our whole plan.”

However, member Ricky Bryson said he felt it's the
board’s job to consider when zoning has gone awry, “like
this,” he said.

Member Linda Clark said the board was asked to rezone
and it’s not its job to fix mistakes from the past.

“Ifit’s residential, it should stay residential. What he has
there now he couldn’t do anyway without a total rezone and
the granting of a variance which he hasn’t even asked for,”
shesaid.

Onthose grounds, Clark made a motion to deny the re-
zoning request.

Her motion would have died for lack of a second until
Bell seconded the motion.

At that point member Pat Taylor voted “yes.” Member
Thomas Craig voted “no” and Bryson abstained which count-
ed as a “yes” making the final vote 4-1 to deny re-zoning.

Mike Bryson was absent. Member John Underwood left
the meeting early, despite urgings from Chairman Bell and
other board members to stay so he could vote. Underwood
often leaves before the Planning Board meetings are over due
to weekly Cub Scout obligations.

The issue will be heard at the May 5 Town Board meet-
ing when it will be decided following a public hearing on the
issue.

Shearl said if the Town Board denies his request to re-
zone, he will take the town to court.

— Kim Lewicki
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Drake’s Diamo
Gallery

“For the luxury of fine
custom jewelry”
Open year round
Tues. through Sat., 10-5

152 South 2nd Street

828-526-5858 or 404-668-4380
drakesdiamonds@yahoo.com

0

Great Food,

Ice Cream, Coffee
Mountain Brook Center
(1 block off Main Street)
526-9822

A
the bird barn

“We're All About Birds”

Next door to
Mountain Fresh Grocery
at The Falls on Main
828-526-3910

WAYAH Insurance Group

Auto~Business~Home~Life~Health

526-3713
800-333-5188

www.wayah.com
Professional e Local e Personal
Service » Great Prices

472 Carolina Way

THE PEOPLE YOU TURN TO.
THE BANK YOU TRUST.

800.438.2265

WWW.MACONBANK.COM

MEMBER FDIC
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

DINING DINING SHOPPING SHOPPING LODGING REALTY SERVICES

Brick Oven Wild Thyme AnnaWear 48 %) Chandler Inn @0 Century 21 @ Chamber of

Cyprus Bear Mountain @) Twigs {19 Hampton Inn ¢ ccp Commerce
Bird Barn LY Wholesale Down () Highlands Inn (¥4 Harry Norman @ Larry Rogers

Flipside C.K. Swan Wine&Cheese @ @ Meadows Mtn. @ Macon Bank

Fresser’s Custom House [¥8) Main St. Inn ) Preferred Prop.(EJ®) Northland Cable

Highlands Hill Deli Cyrano’s 69 19 Prestige Realty ([88) Wayah Insurance

Kelsey Place Drakes Diamonds WO Prestige/Rentals () Signature Prop. @

Log Cabin Dry Sink 55 102

Main St. Inn Reeves Hdware @Y§ 103

Nick’s 104)
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Paoletti’s @ All Seasons Salon
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PAY) Mtn. Fresh
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gl0y) Images Unllimited
gl63) Taylor Barnes
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Enjoy Wine
Tastings
every
Saturday
afternoon

HICHLANDS
WINE

(HEESE

SHor

The Falls on Main ¢ 526-5210
highlandswine@nctv.com

Map Dots
$20/mth.
or $150/Yr
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NADINE PARADISE, Broker

828-526-8300 (orFicE)
828-371-2551 (CeLL)

nadineparadise@gmail.com

Our passion for the mountains starts with you! THE
GAMEKEEPER'S
TAVERN

Dinner; from 5:30
Lounge: 4 until

A | (828)743-4263 A www.NadineParadise.com
828-526-8300 wy
g RSEI[%;TSS%S CarolinaWay 3§46 %564%? "' HARRY NORMAN, Mountain Brook CeNTeR
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B Falls &
Brevard

HighlandsInfo.com
‘e Highlands-Cashiers
Waterfall & Hiking Map
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Glenville

Norton Rd

Lamps Galore!!!

The Custom House

442 CarolinaWay = 828-526-2665
Highlands
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Bust Your
Butt Falls Whiteside Mtn.

Dinner from 5:30
Reservations: 526-4906

Whiteside
Mtn. Trail

Hwy. 64w
& 28n To
Franklin

Glifside g {\;‘H'-'.Jf”rr ’f{l :
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Falls “ol B Cove Rd
]

/// Chattooga
Dry Falls

Silver Run

/// Falls

Trail

Hwy106 ///

Glen Falls

* POTTERY
Chattooga Hours:
Trail Mon.-Sat. 10:30-5
/\ Iron Bridge 828‘787'2473
Chattooga 488 Main Street

.onthe Verandah Restau rant
@ on Lake Sequoyah
" 828-526-2338

www.ontheverandah.com

Scaly Mtn.

PDF Inter-Active & Linked Map
Sky Valley  Highlandsinfo.com/mapit.htm
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Cut n Patch

Quilt Shop

Custom Quilts%
Ice-skating, Snow Tubing, Fabrics, Notions

Food and Entertainment 526-9743

828-526-3737 Hours by Appointment
Highlands

BUILDING GREEN HOMES:
DURABLE, HEALTHY, & ENERGY EFFICIENT

CIMARRON
BUILDERS

WWW.CIMBUILD.COM 828-526-2240
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outdoor center
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CLF HIFG LA NS
CHESTNUT HILL NOW OPEN
AT HIGHLANDS Brad Smith, DVM
“The area’s only Stephen Arbitter, DVM

Retirement Community Amanda Whitlock, DVM
and Assisted Living option.” 828'526'870,0
64 Clubhouse Trail .Large, S”?a!" & Exotic ] ¢
Contact us: 828.787.2114 - Marketing Animal Medicine & Surgery Main Street, Highlands
GaryTallent@ChestnutHill AtHighlands.com Laser Surgery Avallable. 828-526-3788
www.ChestnutHillAtHighlands.com Next to Freeman Gas @ 19 Cabe Place, Highlands Nationwide Shipping

Open Late Fri & Sat.
Mon. - Thurs.: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Friday & Sat.: 11a.m.—9p.m




