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Top of the Hill at
242 S. 4th St.

526-4407
“Scotland’s Best

Knitwear”

Open 7 days a week
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By Ryan Potts
December 13 was an excit-

ing moment in Highlands’ histo-
ry as legendary Highlands Coach
Butch Smart won the 700th game
of his illustrious career with a 59-
31 victory over the Blue Ridge Bob-

The Coach Smart ‘back story’... before Highlands
cats.

The milestone victory comes
at the culmination of a career span-
ning five decades that began in
1968 in the parishes of Louisiana
and will be completed on the pla-
teau in Highlands.

Smart was born in Louisiana,
and attended Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity in Ruston, LA, where he
played for legendary coach Scotty
Robertson. Smart credits Robert-
son and fellow La Tech Bulldog
Leon Barmore as major influenc-

es in his life, personally and pro-
fessionally.

In 1968 he was given a job at
Bastrop High School as the JV bas-
ketball coach and left a year later
to become the head basketball

•See WORKSHOP page 8

 Twenty-two high school
science teachers from across
North Carolina recently visited
the Highlands Biological Station
for a weekend retreat focusing on
the impact of climate change on
the Southern Appalachian
mountain ecosystem.

The Highlands Biological
Station, an inter-institutional
center of the University of North
Carolina system that is admin-
istered by Western Carolina Uni-
versity, hosted the teachers in
collaboration with the Institute
for the Environment at UNC-
Chapel Hill.

The teachers are enrolled in
the NC CLIMATE Fellows Pro-
gram. The professional develop-
ment program – which stands
for North Carolina Climate Lit-
eracy: Integrating Modeling and
Technology Experiences in N.C.
Classrooms – is designed to in-
crease teachers’ knowledge of

Bio Station
site of climate
change work-

shop

•See YEAR IN REVIEW page 12

2011 – Year-in-Review
A year of ‘visual’ changes and more

There have been a lot of
changes in Highlands this past
year. Recurring themes include
Conditional District Zoning, Ex-
tra Territorial Jurisdiction, High-
lands’ form of government, the
SOS/Calendar Waiver for Macon
County Schools, and Electronic
Gambling to name a few. Then
there are the physical or visual
changes pictured above. All this

goes to show what a dynamic place
Highlands is!

January
• TB meeting postponed due

to weather. Snow predicted for
Wednesday night began to fall
steadily around 5 p.m. and by six
commissioners agreed to post-
pone the Wednesday, Jan. 5 Town
Board meeting to Wednesday, Jan.
12.

• Form of government ques-
tions linger. The issue of revising
the Town Ordinance to match
the Town Charter, which was
amended to the Council-Man-
ager form of government over
two years ago, has been raised
again. The item was on the Nov.
6, Jan. 5, Jan. 12 and is also on

The Hudson Library facelift.

The new Post Office.

New turn lanes at Main & 3rd.

The new Mirror Lake bridge.

The new Police Station.

The new sidewalk to The
Bascom

Watershed
district
ID’d

At the Dec. 13, Macon Coun-
ty Commission meeting plans to
declare a new watershed district
from Franklin to Fontana were
presented.

The presentation, made by
Western Watershed Planner for
NC DENR, Andrea Leslie, was
met with a lukewarm response
from the board – due to perceived
regulations that could accompa-
ny the plan.

The plan encompasses about
150 square miles and has been in
the works – complete with in-
tense in-field testing and fact gath-
ering – for three years.

The objectives of the Frank-
lin to Fontata watershed study
were to assess the health of the
Little Tennessee River and its trib-
utaries including Cowee, Burn-
ingtown, Iotla, Watauga, Cat, Rab-
bit, Brush and Tellico creeks.

The study identified major
stressors (problems) that impact
stream quality and sought to de-
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• THE PLATEAU’S POSITION •
• LETTERS •• FORUM •

Angels among us – Part 2
Please read Angels Among Us  – Part 1 in the Dec. 21 edition of Highlands’

Newspaper online at www.HighlandsNewspaperPDF.com

Kim Lewicki
Publisher

...We felt everything was going to be
OK. Megan just needed to mend and I
could help her do that, at least until noon
Sunday. My flight left non-stop to Green-
ville at 1 p.m.

Megan awoke Saturday morning feel-
ing worse than she had Friday night. Her
head ached non-stop. She could barely walk
to the bathroom. The pain medication
worked for a while, but everything came
back as soon as it wore off or she sat up.

Sunday morning dawned and she felt
worse than she had Saturday. Instead of
getting better, she was getting worse. It was
so bad that the pain drove her to the floor
each time she rose to go to the bathroom.
Her neck hurt so badly, she could barely
shift positions.

The morning wore on. I walked three
blocks to the CVS Pharmacy to get a neck
brace, thinking that might help. It did, for
about 15 minutes. Then she ripped it off,
saying she couldn’t stand the pain.

She was feeling worse than ever.
“Can’t you stay, Mom? You can’t go, please
don’t go.”

I told her I had to get back to put the
paper out, that I had meetings to go to and
there was no way I could do it all from
Chicago.

I knew I couldn’t stay for days, but I
knew I had to change my flight to a later
departure. I got on the phone and worked
out another flight, this one left at 9 p.m.,
got into Greenville at 11:15. Jim would

meet me in Greenville, and we could be
home by 1:15 a.m., Monday.

At the end of the call, the woman said,
“For some reason they aren’t charging you
to change your flight. I don’t know why, it
must be your lucky day.”

I loaded Megan into her car and drove
to the hospital emergency room entrance.
I helped her in — my 5-foot, 8-inch daugh-
ter draped on my 5-ft., 4-inch frame.

I told them this is her third time in the
emergency room in as many days. “There
is something really wrong and we need to
see a doctor right away.”

The emergency room staff looked at us
in a glazed-over, blasé way. It’s noon Sun-
day and the ER waiting room is full of peo-
ple suffering from alcohol poisoning from
Saturday night on the town, a couple of
babies are wrapped in blankets with ail-
ments unknown, there are a few heart at-
tack victims and a nine-year-old girl who is
having some kind of respiratory attack.

Megan can’t stand or sit; she can’t hold
her head up. They categorize her as Triage
which means they will see her quickly. We
went into an exam room where they took
her temperature, vitals and asked her ques-
tions. Then they told us to have a seat in the
waiting room. Since she can’t sit or hold
her head up, they gave her a wheel chair.
She arranged herself so she can brace her
head and neck on the top edge of the back
of the chair. It barely works. We waited about
an hour. I went to the nurse who first saw
us and asked how much longer. She said
there are two people in front of Megan. It
will be about two hours.

I didn’t dare tell Megan that.
By now, she’s making a bit of a scene.

She’s delirious in pain. She’s moaning and
wailing and saying, “I can’t take it, Mom. I
can’t take it.” I told her to hang on; there
were only two people in front of her.

I was trying to stay cool; trying to com-
fort her best I could with words and by rub-
bing her head and neck, but it wasn’t work-
ing.

I saw a male nurse behind the counter.
Instead of jumping over the counter like I

•See ANGELS page 9

Dear Editor,
During this season of good will and

cheer, it seems like things are already
gearing up for the 2012 election and we
are beginning to be continually assaulted
with negative political campaigning. I
guess the big reason politicians do it is
because, sadly, it works. But we don’t
have to support it.

Can you imagine a political cam-
paign where someone says, “You know,
my competitor is really a fine person.
They love our country and have served it
proudly. I honor them and the job they
are doing. However, I think I could im-
prove on these things…and I’d like for
you to consider me as a replacement for
them.”

Can you imagine people speaking
well of the people they’re running
against?
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LETTERS-TO-THE EDITOR-POLICY
We reserve the right to reject or edit submissions.

NO ANONYMOUS LETTERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.
Views expressed are not necessarily those of Highlands’ Newspaper.

Please EMAIL letters by Sunday  at 5 p.m. There is a 500-word limit without prior approval.

People who know me know that
I’m pretty much a dyed-in-the-wool
Democrat and vote that way 98% of the
time, but I am considering voting for
anyone who doesn’t downgrade their
opponent. Doesn’t that alone speak vol-
umes about their character?

I’m sure I’m not the only one who is
sick of negative campaigning. We could
change the way campaigning is done
with our votes. Simply don’t vote for
anyone who does it, and write to them
and let them know why. Granted, you
might be hard pressed to find anyone to
vote for at first, but they would eventual-
ly get the message.

We sometimes forget how powerful
we are in numbers.

Betty Holt
Highlands

Take a stand ... vote against those who
use negative campaigns
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 A Residential Retirement Community
 Independent Cottages and Apartments or Assisted Living Suites

CHESTNUT HILL is located at 64 Clubhouse Trail.
Turn on Buck Creek Road and proceed to Clubhouse Trail.

Visit us at www.ChestnutHillAt Highlands.com

Retirement as it is meant to be! Enjoy our carefree lifestyle
with elegant dining, scheduled transportation, and a full

calendar of planned events to meet all stages of life.

Call for a tour and join us for lunch.
828.526.5251

Call for Lunch and Tour!

WE GET THE WORD OUT!
5,000 copies on the streets each Wednesday

• OBITUARY •
Harold Franklin Brammer

Harold Franklin Brammer, 84, of Highlands, died peacefully Friday, December 16,
2011 at home with his family present. He was born in Mullens, West VA, the son of
Trevor Franklin Brammer and Hallie Beckelheimer Brammer. He was a US Navy Veteran
of World War II and a graduate of Concord University. He and his wife moved to the
Highlands area in 1979 where they lived on King Mountain for 20 years and later in
Highlands proper. He co-owned and developed Wright Square and other properties in
the area. He was an active member of First Presbyterian Church of Highlands where he
served as an Elder; he was also in the Men’s Prayer Group and enjoyed participating in
missions. He was always involved in charity work in every community in which he
lived.

Before moving to Highlands, the Brammers lived in Largo, FL where they were
active members of Christ Presbyterian Church, participating in youth activities and
teaching. Mr. Brammer also served with the Sertoma Club, a charitable business
organization. He was founder and president of Seminole Awning and Screening
Company in Pinellas County, FL and a member of the Florida Mobile Home Association
as well as the Largo Chamber of Commerce.

He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Gwendolyn Austin Brammer; two daughters,
Karen Brammer Austin of Los Angeles, CA and Leah Gwen Brammer Long and her
husband Ron Long of Portola Valley, CA; a son, Harold Austin Brammer and his wife
Christel Brammer of Largo, FL; three grandchildren, Brendan Brammer Long, Bria
Lorelle Long, and Olivia Grace Austin.

Memorial services were held Tuesday, December 20, 2011 at the First Presbyterian
Church of Highlands, with the Rev. Dr. Lee Bowman officiating.
Memorials may be made to Four Seasons Hospice, 171 Hospital Drive, Highlands, NC
28741, or Highlands Community Day Care, PO Box 648, Highlands, NC 28741.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. Online condolences
may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.



• LAUGHING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback is encouraged!
askfredanything@aol.com

• Highlands Fine Dining•

828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com

...on the Verandah Restaurant on Lake Sequoyah

Wine Spectator Award

Ristorante Paoletti
Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Exceptional Wines and Robust Cocktails
Dinner/Bar from 5:30 nightly • Reservations: 828.526.4906

WILD THYME GOURMET
Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!

526-4035 • 490 Carolina Way • Highlandswww.wildthymegourmet.com

Lunch: 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Mon,Wed-Sat.
Dinner: from 5:30,Wed.-Sat
Closed Sundays and Tuesdays

Lunch: Wed.-Sun. 11 a.m to 2:30 p.m.
Dinner: Wed.-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.

108 Main Street • 526-2706www.nicksofhighlands.com

Now offering beer, wine and cocktails!

151 Helen’s Barn Ave. • 828-526-4188

Open for Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 10 a.m. until...

www.Fresserseateryhighlands.com

Monday Madness:
$5 Burgers & 1/2 price bottles of

Merlot
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Open FRIDAYS and SATURDAYS  from 6 p.m. AND open THROUGH DECEMBER 30 EVERY NIGHT.
Not to be missed,  NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH with musical guest The Eric Leach Band.  4-course prix fixe

menu, champagne toast and balloon drop at midnight, dinner only from 6 p.m. and party seatings from 8:45 p.m.

Closing Christm
as Day – March

Excuse me!” the manager called out
to the group. Nothing happened
and the singing continued. The

manager spoke louder, racing from be-
hind the counter, “Excuse me, people.
You people cannot do this. You cannot be
here. Cease and desist at this very mo-
ment.”

One by one, the Christmas carolers
stopped singing. A post office manager
ordered the singing to stop mid-song at a
post office branch in the Aspen Hill
Shopping Center at Silver Spring, Md.

That didn’t sit well with resident J.P.
Duffy, a nice Irish Christian, who said he
witnessed the incident while waiting in
line with his wife and 2-year-old daugh-
ter. His shorts were in a major wad.

U.S. Postal Service spokeswoman,
scrooge Laura Dvorak, said the carolers,

Ba Rump-a-bum-bum
dressed like characters
from “A Christmas Carol,”
were in violation of Postal
Service rules on public as-
sembly and public address.
What? Do we live in Rus-
sia?

Duffy is not going
away. Just so happens he is
vice president of commu-
nications for a right-wing
Christian lobbying group
called Family Research
Council. Duffy said the
post office manager told the carolers they
were violating the post office’s policy
against solicitation. That drew loud boos
from many of the customers in the
branch.

Duffy wants to challenge the post of-

fice on a citizen’s right to
free speech. Wow, this
could get interesting, espe-
cially at a time when ev-
eryone is grumpy about
the post office losing about
five billion (yes, with a B)
dollars of our money each
year. I know you’re tired of
hearing it but, once again,
is this country broken, or
what?

What if each caroler,
dressed in a Christmas

costume, got in line with a letter to be
mailed? Would they be allowed to sing in-
dividually while in line? Was it the
Christmas costume the post office czars
objected to or the freedom of speech in
the form of singing? Would collectively

standing in line and singing make a dif-
ference?

Should you want to side with the
post office on this one and feel that the
building should not be overrun with
noisy carolers, disrupting service, then
you’d be wrong again, Mr. Coalmeister.
There were only three carolers. You read
it right. This is all about three happy car-
olers filled with the Christmas spirit. So
to the post office czars who have more
rules and regulations than common
sense, I say, “Ba-rump-a-bum-bum” to
you.

Finally, chew on this. The USPS sells
Islamic stamps but doesn’t permit Christ-
mas caroling?

Read Fred’s column on-line all winter.
Go to www.highlandsnewspaperPDF.com

Also, have you read his mystery/thriller
Deceived?
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www.ahealthyhomenc.com

460 Carolina Way • 526-3742

New and Lightly Used Furniture
New Shipments often!

Highlands Fine Consignments

Open Thursday-Saturday  • 11a-4p

 at...The Hen House
488 E. Main Street • 787-2473

Monday-Saturday 10a-5p

Think ....
Stonewall Kitchen Condiments

for your
Holiday Tables!

• COACH’S CORNER •

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

So supposedly, the world
is going to end on De
cember 21,2012 accord-

ing to the Mayan calendar. I
don’t necessarily believe this
to be the case, but I also be-
lieve in hedging my bets.
Therefore, here are some New
Year’s Resolutions in case that
the world is actually going to
end.

I resolve to “Tebow” if
one of my teams wins a Cham-
pionship this season….how awesome would
that be?

I resolve to take my wife somewhere
nice for putting up with basketball season,
football season, baseball, video games, miss-
ing the toilet seat at 3AM and pretty much
everything else she puts up with through-
out the year. Yes ladies, I realize that taking
her somewhere nice once doesn’t make up
for all of my faults, but it’s a start, right?

I resolve to take a bullhorn and a siren
onto the Gorge Road and hand out fake tick-
ets to people who refuse to pull over while
driving slow.

I will resolve to list all of the reasons
why Drew Brees is awesome…and I will
make a pilgrimage to the Superdome to pay
homage to him.

I resolve to lament how sad it is that
even if I won powerball and pledged all of
my money to the Pittsburgh Pirates, they
still would have half the payroll of teams like
the New York Yankees or the Anaheim An-
gels. The whole MLB payroll system is ab-
solutely absurd, but it isn’t going to change
anytime soon.

I resolve to find out where Billy Packer
is living at and send him a nice fruit basket
as a token of my appreciation for his deci-
sion to retire from commentary. Doug Got-
tleib has stepped up to take Packers place as
an irrational hater on commentary, but he
has a long way to go before he can undo the

New Year Resolutions
(In case the Mayans are right)

original curmudgeonly ways of
Packer.

I resolve to continue to sup-
port professional wrestling
proudly. Jackpot is going to give
me a bunch of crap about it, but
I don’t care…sometimes you
have to stay true to yourself-woo
woo woo, you know it.

I resolve to try and stop
jumping off the floor during HHS
basketball games while coach-
ing. First of all-I haven’t left the

ground since 2005, so it is really causing some
wear and tear on my feet to be jumping up
and down in loafers. Secondly, it gives Jeff
Weller and Brett Lamb way too much joy to
make fun of me for my three inch vertical, so I
need to avoid doing it at all costs.

And finally, I resolve to get a new pic-
ture to put with this column…I need one that
captures my current age and appearance, and
I need one to use with this column for the
next 10 years so that I can remember what I
looked like when I had a little bit of hair left.

Eliminate Mold, Mildew, & Radon Immediately!
www.drycrawlspaces.com828-743-0900
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Breakfast & Lunch
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

3601 Cashiers Road

Daily
Specials

& The
Best

Burgers
in Town!

787-2299
(Closed Monday)

(next to Community Bible Church)

“Your family friendly pizzaria & sub

The
Pizza Place

Open 7 days a week

Monday-Friday 11:30a to 3p ...
Unlimited Slices of Pizza &

Salad for 9.95!

365 Main Street
526-5660

• BACK DAYS IN HIGHLANDS – PART 12 •
By Herm Wilson

8/23/1905 to
1/6/1993

“The history of the true mountaineer will soon be lost forever.
We don’t know why our ancestors settled in the rugged mountains of
Western North Carolina, but I am sure they had a reason.

The young people of today who grew up in the mountains don’t
have the slightest ideas as to what the true life of a mountaineer was
because they were born into the jet age and our nation has changed
so much in the last 50 years. I write the following parts of “Back Days
in Highlands” so a record of that time can be kept.”

– Herm Wilson
(Published with permission from his son Neville Wilson)

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street Highlands, NC 828-526-5226

• Home chef
supplies

• Kitchenware
• Dinner
Settings

• Accessories

Gourmet Sauces & Spices

• Herman “Herm” Wilson was one
of the six men whose contributions to
the Town of Highlands were featured in
the Highlands Historical Society’s pro-
duction of “Highlands Live!” in June
2011. Interest in him led his son Neville
and daughter-in-law Kathleen to share
some of Herm’s writings that reflect the
man’s homespun humor, philosophy
and patriotism.

Over the years ...

Sometimes I think back over the
years when my brother and I would
go over in South Carolina and cut us

several can fishing poles that grew on the
river banks.

My brother John Wilson was the
best fisher that I ever knew; while I was
never a good fisher. I just didn’t seem to
hold my mouth right or didn’t use the
proper bait.

We would fish Overflow Creek,
Chattooga River and Big Creek.

He would always come out with a
string of nice trout. I would end up with a
bunch of scaly rive3r fish. He always used
the fishing pole as we called it that grew
on the river banks.

Back in those days, a fishing license
was unheard of. We didn’t know there
would ever come a time when we would
have to buy licenses or ever need a per-
mit. Fish hatcheries were unknown. The
fish were truly natives. All the trout were
speckled trout that had been here when
the Indians roamed this great nation.

Sometimes we could camp out

along the river. All
we needed was salt
port, salt and break.
We always caught
plenty of fish and
many more than we
could eat. We would
always try to bring some nice ones home
for the family.

Could we ever go back to those days?
I doubt it. We are living in a different age.
But I still like to remember those good ole
days that are long gone. But who knows,
with good management we could return
to the good ole fishing days again.

A moment in time ...
I was standing near the water foun-

tain in Franklin, talking to an old friend.
We were talking about the state of the na-
tion and the world we live in. We agreed
that most all the news was bad news.
Then from across the street, a troop of lit-
tle girls was making their way to the wa-
ter fountain. They were dressed in pink,

yellow and blue.
Nothing could be
more innocent and
beautiful.

They made
their way to the
water fountain and
climbed up to the
rim and went
marching around
it without a quarrel
or fuss. They were
like a rose garden
bursting into
bloom. It remind-
ed me of a glimpse
of heaven.

My friend
asked me what I

thought their life would be 30 or 40
years from now. I shook my head and
said “unknown.”

That beautiful sight made me think
that we still have something to live for.
Protect the children. They will be the
Dads and Mothers of tomorrow.

coach at Dubach High School, which is
located about 10 miles outside of Ruston.
Robertson proclaimed that the young
coach would be successful because with
Smart, “no detail was too small to be ad-
dressed.”

Smart’s next coaching stint was at Ce-
dar Creek High School in Ruston, where
he led Cedar Creek to three Louisiana In-
dependent High School championship
games. While at Cedar Creek, Smart met
his wife Judy and the family established a
great tradition at the small private school.

After 10 years at Cedar Creek, Smart
left to become the head coach at Quitman
high school, located in between Ruston
and Grambling. Three years after leading
Quitman, Smart was offered a job outside
of the Ruston area at East Ascension High
School. East Ascension was a much larger
school, and so Smart and his family moved
south to Gonzales to become the leader of
the East Ascension Spartans.

In his 10 years at East Ascension,
Coach Smart enjoyed an extremely suc-
cessful run as coach of the Spartans. Smart
averaged over 20 wins per season while at
East Ascension, and had a state champi-
onship run derailed by a freak last second
shot. During his time at East Ascension,
Smart’s teams competed throughout the
country in tournaments, playing in both
the Superdome as well as in Las Vegas.

After 10 years in Gonzales, political
pressures led Smart to consider looking
for jobs elsewhere, and a trip to Brevard,
NC convinced Smart that the mountains
of North Carolina might be a good place
to relocate. Smart credits former High-
lands School Principal Larry Brooks with
helping to convince him to come to High-

... SMART continued
from page 1

•See SMART page 7
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lands, and Smart, Judy and his young
daughter Stephanie moved to the plateau
in 1996 after winning 544 games in the
state of Louisiana.

Smart’s first Highlander team strug-
gled early, but in just his second year at
Highlands Smart led the Highlanders to
their first conference championship in
over a decade. In his 16 years at High-
lands, the Highlanders have won three
conference championships and have been
to the NCHSAA state playoffs in all but
two seasons. Smart’s teams are known for
being fundamentally sound and playing
tenaciously on the defensive end.

At season’s end, Smart’s daughter
Stephanie will graduate from HHS and

attend Louisiana Tech University. Her fa-
ther and mother will also move to Ruston
to enjoy time with old friends and build
their dream home. While Smart is looking
forward to retirement at the end of the sea-
son, he still feels like he has some unfin-
ished business at Highlands. “We want to
win a conference championship this year,”
said Smart, “it has been our goal every year
that I have been here and this year will be
no different.”

The Highlanders are currently 1-1 in
conference and will resume conference play
on January 3rd, where Coach Smart will
look to get win number 701 against Nan-
tahala.

Du-
bach

Basket-
ball

team-
1969-
Coach

Smart’s
1st

basket-
ball

coach-
ing
job.

Warming up at the Superdome in 1994.
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• CONSERVATIVE POV

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

Some of you may have had a good
year in 2011 – many did not. The
world, in general, had kind of a

quirky time of it. I decided to review the
major news stories of the year concerning
natural disasters. My search started out
with a bang. Jan.1 saw earthquakes in
Argentina and China; Jan.2, Chile; Jan. 3,
near Japan (triggered tsunami warning),
Iran, and Argentina, etc. Not only were
they unusual in number, but their severity,
as well. Their frequency sustained
throughout the year.

It is here the strangeness begins. From
the LA Times: “Scientists still don’t know
what’s causing flocks of birds to drop from
the sky in the South, even as several
hundred more fell dead onto a Louisiana
highway. The puzzling phenomenon
started on News Year’s Eve when
thousands of blackbirds were found dead
in central Arkansas. Scientists have
descended on the area, trying to find the
reason for the mass die-off.”

Thousands of dead birds showed up
in Manitoba according to unconfirmed
reports. It is suspected some Canadian
governmental agency squashed the story.

The New York Daily News reported
on Jan. 5th; “Doomsday believers got

Good Bye – and Good Riddance
more signs of the apocalypse
as reports of mass animal
deaths continued to emerge
around the world.

Hundreds of dead birds
were found on the streets in
Murray, KY, officials
announced Wednesday,
marking the second time this
week that the state has made
such a discovery. Earlier in the
week, several dozen dead birds
were found in Gilbertsville, KY,
according to local radio station
WPSD. Sweden also reported
discovering 50 dead jackdaw birds on a
street in Stockholm

Strange? I think so. What is even
stranger is, search as I may, I can find no
one claiming to explain the phenomenon,
with certainty, to this day. Some say
“fireworks displays” may have startled
them. Others say some atmospheric
occurrence might have caused it, or
“something in the air” may have poisoned
them. Nothing even close to proof has been
offered to substantiate any theory.

To complicate the issue, at the same

time birds were falling from
the sky, fish and other marine
creatures were surfacing, stone
cold dead. MSMBC reports on
Jan. 3rd “State officials were
investigating why 80,000 to
100,000 fish washed up dead
on the shores of the Arkansas
River. The mass kill occurred
just one day before thousands
of blackbirds dropped dead
from the sky in Beebe, Ark.,
which is 125 miles away.”

CBSNEWS reported on
Jan. 5th: “The estimated two

million dead fish found floating in the
Chesapeake Bay in Maryland recently are
not another sign of the apocalypse, but were
instead probably killed by the cold weather,
officials told the Baltimore Sun.

Brazilian authorities also reported that
fishermen found several tons of dead fish,
sardines mostly, near the port of Paranagua,
reports the website Mediate. Authorities
there are investigating the reason for the
deaths. In New Zealand, Fisheries officials
are investigating the death of hundreds of
snapper near Coromandel Peninsula
beaches reports the daily New Zealand
Herald. Beachgoers found the fish – many
with their eyes missing – dead on the sand.”

From the Huffington Post: “As if
thousands of dead birds falling from the
sky and millions of fish turning up dead
across the world weren’t enough, the
Thanet Coast in the UK is now littered with
tens of thousands of dead crabs that have
washed ashore.”

And we’re not out of the first week of
January.

There are some interesting sidelights
to these stories. One is, all mentions of the
signs of the coming of the apocalypse, and
there were several, were on the denial side.
In all my research, I never saw a scientific
explanation of any of the reported events
nor did I see any reporting that claimed that
they were signs of the approach of the end
of the world. I find that fascinating.

The second is the knots the
environmental community tied itself into
trying to avoid blaming the incidents on
the unusually cold weather, which may
have had something to do with some of the
fishkills, which would fly the face of their
global warming delusions.  You take your
pleasures where you find them.

Are these events giving us signs of an
impending apocalypse? I don’t know. I do
know what Jesus said on the subject. From
Matthew 24: “And you will hear of wars
and rumors of wars…For nation shall rise
up against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. And there shall be famines,
pestilences and earthquakes in various
places.”

What will be will be. Hopefully, you
will be prepared. “Cast your burden upon
the Lord, and He shall sustain you.” Have
a blessed 2012.

current climate change science and use
of technology to support climate change
instruction.

Made possible through $318,000 in
funds from NASA’s Innovations in Cli-
mate Education (or NICE) project, the NC
CLIMATE Fellows program will serve up
to 24 N.C. high school teachers annually
for the next three years. The teachers will
investigate how scientists are studying cli-
mate change and its impacts on the local,
regional and global scales, as well as how
scientists use NASA data and models in
their research.

The weekend retreat in Highlands
was one part of the free yearlong program,
said James Costa, director of the Highlands
Biological Station and professor of biolo-
gy at WCU.

“Participants were immersed in
themes related to the ecology of climate
change as it pertains to the mountains,”
said Costa. “Emphasis was placed on sala-
manders, which are especially abundant
and diverse in the Great Smokies, as well
as plant species unique to the Southern
Appalachian Mountains.”

Activities included a hike on Satulah
Mountain to study rock outcrop commu-
nities; a trip to Dry Falls to learn about
“rockhouse” communities, unique plant
communities that hold important lessons
for climate change ecology; and an excur-
sion to Purchase Knob in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park where teachers
experienced first-hand how to integrate
outdoor learning experiences into climate
change instruction, he said.

For more information about the pro-
gram or about Highlands Biological Sta-
tion, call 828-526-2602 or visit the web-
site www.wcu.edu/hbs.

... WORKSHOP from
page 1
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wanted to, I leaned over as far as I could
and said, “Look, there is something really
wrong with her. I mean, you can hear her,
can’t you? This is real. You have to do some-
thing. Is there at least a gurney she can lie
down on? If she can get flat, the pain might
subside some.”

“Let me see what I can do,” he said.
He disappeared into the emergency room.

He came out and motioned to us.
I maneuvered the wheel chair

through the waiting room, juggling my
carry-on, pocketbook and Megan’s back
pack.

He showed us to a gurney set up against
an exam room wall in a bustling city-emer-
gency room packed with patients, nurses,
residents and doctors.

Laying down helped ease the pain. I
thanked the nurse. He smiled and left.

After about 30 minutes they rolled
Megan into an exam room where she was
asked a million questions over and over
again by three different doctors, three dif-
ferent times.

Once the change of venue wore off,
the pain was all she could think of. Thirty-
minutes after that, she’s hooked up to a
morphine drip and fluids which helped

... ANGELS continued
from page 2

•See ANGELS page 11
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• INVESTING AT 4,118 FT. •• REAL ESTATE SNAP-SHOTS •

3 BED, 2 BATH HOME WITH 2-CAR
GARAGE, OFFICE, WALK-OUT
BASEMENT IN PRIVATE GATED
COMMUNITY THAT SURROUNDS
A 17-ACRE LAKE. Was listed for
$549,000. Now 499,000. Call Andrea
Gabbard Owner/Broker with Highlands
Mountain Realty 828-526-4858 for
information.

House in Scaly
Lake Community

Reduced to
$499,000!

Recently, I was talking with my sis
ter-in-law and she mentioned she
felt she was finally ready to take

over her son’s room. He is a sopho-
more at Chapel Hill. His windowless
room, or cave, was in the basement of
their town house. The room was perfect
for a teenage boy or bat, but less than
ideal for guests or living space. Her idea
was to create a Hot Yoga room, her lat-
est hobby. My first thought was sauna,
which could easily be combined with Hot
Yoga. Our conversation quickly turned
to design trends in luxury housing.

Even in today’s dreary economy
people continue to build and renovate.
No, no one has quite reinvented the
wheel, but some really nice innovations
have been made. Newer technologies
and building materials have introduced
a range of possibilities, previously avail-
able only to an Indian Rajah.

The green movement continues.
Passive solar, energy efficient applianc-
es, nontoxic, eco-friendly building mate-
rials, recycled glass and renewable
woods remain top priorities. Some
homes are even completely off the grid,

Get It While It’s Hot! Highlands Falls
Country Club w/views of #1 fairway, two
ponds & mountain range. Cathedral
ceilings; remodeled & upgraded.
$698,000. Contact Mal Phillips at (828)
200-2642.

Quintessential Mountain Get-Away.
3BR/3BA w/cathedral ceilings, wood
floors & custom treatments throughout, 2
stone fireplaces & screened porch.
$775,000. 20 Village Walk, Highlands.
Contact Mal Phillips at (828) 200-2642.

Understated, In-town Mountain
Elegance. Untouched, pristine, gently
sloping acreage; ridge view probable.
Purchase entire legacy parcel for
$898,000 or one of two 4+ acre, estate-
sized lots for $485,000. Contact Mal
Phillips at (828) 200-2642.

44+ Acre Lakefront Estate, Scaly Mtn.
Secret retreat on your own 8 acre lake
with 1.5+ acre pond, 4 bdrm, 3 fireplaces,
hearty interior finishes. $4.28M. Contact
Ali McClure Moody (828) 508-3576.

Serene Scaly Mountain Paradise.
3 BR/2 BA paradise on 8.72 + lush
acres, grand stone fireplace, artists’ loft,
landscaped gardens & great rustic
details. $795,000. Contact Ali McClure
Moody at (828) 508-3576.

Bright Mountain, Glenville.
REDUCED! Mtn home on 1.97+ gentle
acres in a quiet setting featuring 2 bdrm
home, 1 bdrm (as-is) guest cottage w/
kitchenette & workshop, $187,000.
Contact Ali McClure Moody at (828) 508-
3576.

Deeded Lake Access. 4 BR/2 1/2 BA
home w/fireplace & sunroom in quiet
neighborhood. Private lake offers
canoeing & fishing. Lakeside tennis court.
$298,000. Contact Susie deVille Schiffli
at (828) 371-2079.

Picturesque Acreage. With views of
Osage Mountain & Rabun Bald, gentle
building site(s), gently rolling meadow, a
creek and spring heads, this
subdividable 19+ acres has it all!
$995,000. Contact Susie deVille Schiffli
at (828) 371-2079.

Spring St. Commercial. Commercial/
retail/professional space on the main level
w/office area, storage space, and
bathroom. 1 BR/1BA apt. upstairs w/
living/dining area & kitchenette. $625,000.
Contact Susie deVille Schiffli at (828) 371-
2079.

Make your remodel count

using geothermal or wind for energy.
The home has become a retreat, em-
phasizing comfort and well-being, more
spa-like than ever before. The bath-
room may feature steam showers, sau-
nas, heated floors, towel warmers and
sunken tubs. The design is minimal,
open and clean. Toilets do exist, but
are always hidden behind closed doors.
The fitness room has morphed into the
fitness center, with top-of-the-line equip-
ment, comfortable seating area, and in
some cases, even a lap pool. Outdoor
living spaces that emphasize the beau-
ty of nature have become a luxury home
necessity. Even kitchens are finding a
second home outside and cost just as
much as the indoor version.

Flexible and multiuse rooms are
gaining in popularity. Sliding walls add
flexibility to living space, allowing inti-
mate spaces to expand to ballroom-size
rooms. Built-ins for storage and ample
space for everything behind a closed
cabinet door follow the trend of clean,
simple, clutter-free living, reminiscent of
the austere elegance of a Japanese
tatami room on steroids. Henry often
reminds me of his Mom’s statement,
“Space is elegant.” Mama was right.

The popularity of home theatres
and game rooms continue, and recent
technological advances have moved
from the office to the home. Smart homes,
with integrated controls for heating, cool-
ing, water, lighting, home entertainment,
and security systems are ever preva-
lent, and simplify the home owner’s life.

So, if you are thinking about sell-
ing and you are in the position to reno-
vate give yourself an edge ... consider
the amenities buyers today want and
see if you can incorporate one or two of
them in your remodel.

Elizabeth Salzarulo
Harry Norman Realtors-

Highlands, Owner
526-8300  • 342-5555
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Think ‘After Christmas’ Specials!Think ‘After Christmas’ Specials!Think ‘After Christmas’ Specials!Think ‘After Christmas’ Specials!Think ‘After Christmas’ Specials!

355 Main Street (in The Galax Theatre)
526-4660

Coats:
(including BB Dakota & Tulle)

starting at $29
Shoes: starting at $19
Boots: starting at $29!

ALL MERCHANDISE ON SALE!
Jeans:

Joe's, Hudson, Citizens, Seven, AG
$20-$75 OFF
Michael Stars:

$10 off
Free People: 20-75% off

338 Main St.• 526-4777

Mens & Women’s
Lucky Brand Jeans

& Tops
30% Off

Holiday Sale!

Mens’ & Women’s

30-50% off

Select Items!

PLUS!

75% OFF

Select Ticketed

Items!

ease the pain. More doctors came
in and asked more questions.
They learned about her week in
and out of the ER and tried to
piece together the events to see
if anything was connected.

Then the anesthesiologist
who gave her the final spinal tap
on Wednesday came in and told
us that the pain in her head Fri-
day morning was likely the re-
sidual effects of the virus she had
Wednesday; no one knew what
the neck pain was about, but they
knew she didn’t have meningi-
tis. (Turns out the neck pain was
due to a severely strained mus-
cle due to the projectile vomit-
ing which was later fixed with
physical therapy.)

The doctor said that the
headaches she had experienced
since Saturday were likely be-
cause spinal fluid was leaking
from the spinal tap; which one
she didn’t know (Megan and I
were pretty sure it was from the
botched ones the residents at-
tempted) and so without a cush-
ion of fluid, her brain was hit-
ting her skull.

Anyway, she said the fix was
fluids, lots of them, pushed, as
she put it, combined with mor-
phine and if the headache didn’t
subside pretty quickly, then a
blood patch would be per-
formed. That’s where they take
20cc’s of blood and inject it into
the spinal tap hole. This patches
the hole and allows the spinal
fluid to stay put and the pressure
in the spinal tube to stabilize.

Instead of sending her
home, all the doctors agreed she
needed to be admitted right
away. Thank God! There was no
way Megan was going home
anyway. She said she wasn’t leav-
ing until they fixed her. LOL!

By 6 p.m. she was in a room
hooked up to fluids and mor-
phine. Though still unsure what
was wrong or if she would ever
feel better, she felt relieved and
safe, as did I. They brought her a
meal and she ate a bit. At 7 p.m.
I prepared to leave. I held back
tears as I said good-bye. There is
something about seeing your
child lying in a hospital bed
hooked up to an IV that is

wrenching.
A taxi picked me up at the

hospital entrance and took me to
O’Hare. The driver was kind and
immediately tuned into my trepi-
dation and sadness. I was confused
about my flight and where to go.
He pulled up to the curb, got out of
the idling cab and waited with me
until he was sure I was where I
needed to be. Probably because I
was emotional at that point, his
act of kindness hit me hard and
we almost hugged each other as
we said good-bye!

I settled at the gate to wait the
30 minutes before take off. I called
Rachel our other daughter who
lives with her husband and child
in Raleigh. As I recounted the dra-
ma, I began to cry. I felt so stupid.
Megan was where she needed to
be. She was going to be fine, I was
sure of it. But, still I cried.

Rachel soothed me, saying I
was a good mom and it was natu-
ral to cry, especially since I re-
frained from crying in front of

... ANGELS from
page 9

•See ANGELS page 17

Happy New Year!
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• 2011 YEAR-IN-REVEW •
the Jan. 19 Town Board agenda.

• Fire destroys home in
town. About 6 p.m. Monday, a
resident in the vicinity of Satu-
lah Ridge Road called the High-
lands Fire & Rescue Dept. to re-
port smoke was billowing out of
the attic of a house. Shortl after
the fire department arrived the
smoke had turned into flames.

• Highlands ‘Vision State-
ment’ finalized for Main Street
Program.. About 14 people
turned out for the January Main
Street Program meeting at the
Rec Park where the vision state-

ment for the program was final-
ized.

• Town Board votes 3-2 to
amend charter. After the persistent
lobbying of commissioners by
Mayor David Wilkes, the board’s
Nov. 6, 3-2 vote — to leave the
town charter as is — was put back
on the Jan. 12 agenda. On Jan. 12,
the vote was flipped 3-2 – this time
to change the charter and to in-
struct Town Attorney BilL Coward
to change the words “the board”
to the “Town Manager” through-
out the ordinance.

• Lupoli project up for Main

Street Grant funding. Town Man-
ager Jim Fatland, the Town Board
voted unanimously to request that
John Lupoli be the recipient of up
to $200,000 from the Dept. of
Commerce’s Main Street Pro-
gram.

• Dept. selects ‘Fireman of the
Year’ At Saturday night’s annual
Firemen Awards ceremony held
at the Community Building, Rob-
bie Forrester was named  “Fire-
men of the Year.” Chief James
Manley said picking the winner
is always tough because “everyone
is ‘Fireman of the Year,” but or-

rester’s fellow firefighters picked
him.

• Fire Dept. hiring full-time
employee. A combination of in-
creased calls and the downturn in
the economy has the Highlands
Fire & Rescue Department look-
ing to employ another officer rath-
er than just relying on volunteers.

• Planning Board split 2-2 on
charter change; Includes detailed
comment with recommendation

February
• Citizens oppose changing

ordinance. Changing the town or-
dinance to be consistent with the
Council- Manager form of govern-
ment is a no go – in fact, if the
Town Board wants to continue on
that path, it must start over from
scratch. At the Feb. 2 Town Board
meeting about 25 citizens turned
out to speak during the required
Public Hearing on the topic – the
majority of whom spoke against
changing the ordinance.

• ‘Operation Ice Melt’ nets 18
on drug felonies. Agencies that
participated in the three-month
investigation were the Macon
County Sheriff’s Office Narcotics
Unit, the Jackson and Swain
County Sheriff’s Offices and the
NC State Bureau of Investigation.

• 85% grade needed on on-
line test to sub in MC Schools. The
400+ people on the Macon Coun-
ty Schools Substitute list and those
wishing to be added to that list,
will now have to complete an 8-
12 hour, 65 multiple-choice ques-
tion, online test to continue sub-
stituting at area schools.

• Ordinance ‘change’ process
questioned. Last week amending
the Charter Implementing Ordi-
nance was stopped in its tracks by
citizens and by Commissioner
Amy Patterson who pointed out
flaws in the proposed amended
version.

• Man falls to his death from
Cullasaja Falls. Feb. 6, rescue
crews responded to the Cullasaja
Falls area on Highway 64 west
concerning a rappeller who had
apparently fallen from near the top
of the falls. Upon arrival, they
found the body of fatally injured
Gregory Cooper, 19, of Dawson-

ville, GA in the water below the
falls.

• Work starts on landslide
warning system Macon County
in top 4 of 19 counties to be
mapped first.

• Lady Highlanders take
home title. It was a moment that
the Lady Highlander seniors had
looked forward to for four years,
as they first defeated Blue Ridge
65-21 before facing archrival Hi-
wassee Dam on their home floor
with a chance to win a Little
Smoky Mountain Conference ti-
tle.

March
• Charter/ordinance com-

ing to a head. Step one in the sec-
ond round to amend the town’s
ordinance to align with the boil-
er-plate version of the Charter re-
garding the Council- Manager
form of government began with
an unpublicized 4 p.m. workses-
sion Wednesday, March 2.

• Calendar hot topic with
BOE. Ever since the Dept. of
Commerce was able to sway the
State Board of Education to
change school calendars and to
take away local districts’ ability
to make their calendars to suit the
needs of their students and fami-
lies, Macon County has been try-
ing to reverse the clock.

• Man risks all to protect ma-
ple tree. This wasn’t a planned
publicity stunt but owner of Bob
Weber Tree Company suspects it
won’t hurt his business any, ei-
ther. Weber is all about trees, lit-
erally, and thinks it’s important
for developers, homeowners and
the town to take the preservation
of old, stately trees seriously. So
when the survival of a 100-yearold
red maple was in jeopardy, he
jumped to action.

• Plans to rejuvenate ‘look’
of library. It’s been scrutinized by
two boards and it’s headed to a
third board next Wednesday, but
all indications are that the im-
provements planned for The
Hudson Library will get the go
ahead with no snags.

• Citizens’ voices heard;
board votes 3-2. The prelude to
the outcome of Wednesday
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• 2011 YEAR-IN-REVIEW •

•See YEAR IN REVIEW page 18

night’s Charter-Ordinance amendment
vote to place at the 4 p.m. meeting at the
Rec Park where a dozen citizens turned
out to hear and watch the Town Board
discuss for the last time, the pros and cons
of amending the town’s hybrid form of
its

• Council-Manager form of govern-
ment. Town asked to ban electronic gam-
bling. Like scores of towns and cities in
the state, Highlands is home to electronic
gambling but some want to make sure no
new gambling businesses aren’t allowed
to set up shop. WNC’s rural schools face
added stress in state budget woes ‘Gam-
ing’ the big issue at Planning Board.

• Educators agree: ‘It’s all about read-
ing. To meet the goals in Macon County
School System’s strategic plan – that all
students are reading on grade level by
third grade, that all schools meet Adequate
Yearly Progress (AYP), and understanding
that reading is the cornerstone of all aca-
demic areas – the system is incorporating
a new methodology to help struggling
readers Lindamood-Bell Learning Pro-
cesses

April
• Moratorium set for gaming busi-

nesses. The Town Board wanted to regu-
late electronic gaming operations in town
with an amendment to the zoning ordi-
nance, but after a public hearing and much
discussion, a 60-day moratorium on the
opening of gaming establishments in
town was put into affect instead.

• Talk emerges about ‘form of gov’t’
again. At the April 6 Town Board meeting,
commissioners got snagged up in anoth-
er discussion about the Council-Manager
form of government as it pertains to the
town’s charter and ordinance.

• State accepts BOE waiver. school
for the 2011-12 school year is Thursday,
Aug. 4. On April 7, the NC State Board of
Education approved Macon County’s re-
quest for a calendar waiver which means
more local control of the calendar for the
district.

• Lupoli 1 of 7 Main St. Grant
recipients,Must spend $400,000 to get
$200,000

• PB puts finishing touches on Gam-
ing Ordinance. In a brief Planning Board
meeting Wednesday night changes to the
Electronic Gaming Ordinance recom-
mended by the Town Board at its April 6
meeting were quickly accepted unanimous-
ly.

May
• Electronic Gaming moratorium lift-

ed. After much massaging between the
Planning and Town boards the Electronic
Gaming Operations ordinance made it
through its final cut and the moratorium
on new operations opening up in town was
lifted.

• New construction sales office to go
up on Maple Street. Johnny Deal, is in the
midst of purchasing the former Prudential
Real Estate property on the corner of Maple
Street and US 64 east, for his business Af-
fordable Green Builders.

• Mirror Lake Bridge closed until Dec.
31. Plans include reconstructing the bridge
– making it four feet wider and one foot
higher off the water. Higher off the water
means it will be easier to maneuver boats
under the bridge; four feet wider.

• Seniors Katie Nix and Spencer Hous-
ton were crowned at the Highlands School
prom held at HCC’s Hudson House,  Satur-
day, May 7.

• Town considers raising electric rates.
At a special 4 p.m. Town Board meeting
Wednesday May 18, commissioners
learned Duke Power is raising its whole-
sale electric and transmission rates. To off-
set the financial hit, Highlands will likely
be raising its electric rates, too. The rate in-
crease will keep the town’s electric fund
healthy – an enterprise fund the town has
long depended upon to fund capital projects.

• Post office a go.

June
• Noise ordinance big issue for Town

Board. A streamlined, draft, noise ordinance
complete with definitions of all sounds and
noise disturbances was considered Wednes-

day night. It will be voted on at the June 16
Town Board meeting after minimal verbiage
changes are made. Though the ordinance
still has a lot of wiggle room and in fact is
complaint-driven only, it will be an ordi-
nance the police department can enforce.

• Local/SOS contest new school cal-
endar. This week, Highlands’ Sabrina Hawk-
ins and Save our Summer of NC (SOS)
filed a petition to contest the NC State Board
of Education’s recent MC Schools Calen-
dar Waiver.

• ZB OK’s SUP for OEI’s Piermont Vil-
lage. Wednesday’s Zoning Board meeting
was the last stop for Old Edwards Hospital-
ity Group’s newest venture – Piermont Vil-
lage to be erected on the Rib Shack proper-
ty.

• Sunday’s robbery suspect on the lam.
An attempted robbery at the Farmers Mar-
ket has police asking the public for help.
On Sunday, June 12 at 10 p.m., at the mo-
ment the female clerk was about to lock
the door for the night, a disguised male ap-
peared at the doorway and forced her back
into the store where he physically directed
her to empty the cash register.

• MC students to go to school 185 days.
On the heels of the petition filed against
the State Board of Education by Save our
Summers of NC (SOS) and Highlands
School parent Sabrina Hawkins, comes the
override of Governor Bev Perdue’s veto of
the state budget and a required 185 days of
school attendance for students rather than
the traditional 180 days.

• Car stolen from Highlands; Police
not ready to connect cases ...leads in con-
nection with the June 12 attempted rob-
bery of the Farmers Market but are not ready
to disclose information.

• Crazy weather brings June hail. Late-
ly, balmy summer days have been turning
into wild nights bringing thunder, light-
ning, rain and hail. This photo was taken
Wednesday night, June 15 when hail drift-
ed like snow.

• Calendar stays; waiver sought for 185-
days. Macon County Board of Education
meeting Monday night, Superintendent
Dan Brigman announced that Macon
County’s non-traditional calendar approved
by the State Board of Education would stay
intact for 2011-2012.

• Planning Board suggests new zoning
district. The Highlands Planning Board,
presented with the proposition of granting
a conditional use permit to renovate the
old Northland Cable Building on Highway
106, decided on Monday night to ask the

Town Board to allow a new multi-family
district available a conditional use desig-
nation.

July
• Coram subpoenas Sheriff Dept. files.

Ever since his daughter died of an alcohol
and drug overdose on July 9, 2009, JB Co-
ram has made it his business to expose the
underbelly of Highlands’ drug society – a
society he claims law enforcement does
little about.

• Town Board fires Fatland. Follow-
ing a closed session Wednesday night, the
Town Board voted unanimously on four
calls to terminate Town Manager Jim Fat-
land effective immediately. The League of
Municipalities will supply an interim
manager until a replacement is found.

• Town quiet about Fatland details.
Town Manager Jim Fatland was terminat-
ed “for cause” following at 2-hour closed
session at the Wednesday, July 6 Town
Board meeting.

• On Monday, July 11 a three hour
Emergency Town Board Closed Session
meeting was held but Town Attorney Bill
Coward said the Town Board wasn’t ready
to release details.

• SCC’s MC campus could close.
Thanks to the state legislature, there’s a
chance the Macon County Southwestern
Community College campus will be shut
down.

• Maxwell gone; Fatland issue settled.
This week the Town Board disclosed at least
one item decided during last Thursday’s
Closed Session, and after Wednesday’s
Closed Session meeting, the Fatland issue
was settled. Mark Maxwell, who has held
the position of Interim Planning Director
since Nov. 8, 2010 was terminated Thurs-
day night, effective Friday, July 15.

• State cuts Highlands magistrate po-
sition. 2011-12 state budget, on Jan. 1, 2013
Highlands will no longer have a magis-
trate – a position fought for and won some
20 years ago. Instead, when law enforce-
ment arrests someone – either the High-
lands Police Department or the Macon
County Sheriff’s Department – officers
must leave the plateau and drive down to
Franklin to appear before the magistrate
there.

•BOE to battle with SOS/ Hawkins
for calendar. Following a Special Called
Closed Session mid-morning Monday,
July 18, the Macon County School Board
signed a resolution reiterating its support
of the current school calendar for the 2011-
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4th St. Boutique4th St. Boutique4th St. Boutique4th St. Boutique4th St. Boutique

Comfortable Clothing
for Women

219 S. 4th St. ...on the hill
526-8878

Owner Linda Bubenick,
formerly of Village Boutique

212  S. 4th Street, Highlands

526-3687

Think ‘After Christmas’Think ‘After Christmas’Think ‘After Christmas’Think ‘After Christmas’Think ‘After Christmas’
Specials ...on the hill!Specials ...on the hill!Specials ...on the hill!Specials ...on the hill!Specials ...on the hill!

50%-75% Off

Storewide

Holid
ay Sale!

‘Tis the
Season

at
New

Merchandise
New

Discounts!

S. 4th Street
526-4473

SALE!!

• REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS FOR 2011 •
Continued from the Dec. 21 issue.

Please go to
www.HighlandsNewspaperPDF.com

to read the Dec. 21 issue.

PIN,PROP_ADDR,ACREAGE,LAST_APPR_DATE,OWNER_NAME,DATE_RECORDED,SALES_PRICE,FIRST_GRANTOR_NAME,ASSESSED_VALUE
HIGHLANDS TOWNSHIP
•7551633591,129 COUNTRY CLUB

DR,0.62,10/24/2006 0:00,COLES CHES-
TER CHATTIN JR,5/4/2011
0:00,400000,GRINDLE DANNY A,868680

•7551635248,180 COUNTRY CLUB
DR,0.3,5/3/2007 0:00,SHARP STANLEY
C,10/7/2011 0:00,240000,CLAUS WILL-
IAM P,331640

•7439176191,2622 DILLARD RD,0.5,11/
13/2006 0:00,WILSON LOUIS JAS-
PER,10/5/2011 0:00,0,NIX CLAUDE
ROSCOE,124590

•7551667505,901 COWEE RIDGE
RD,1.5,10/9/2006 0:00,SHEPPARD
STEVEN L,4/29/2011 0:00,600000,BANK
OF AMERICA NA,708220

•7551730301,71 MOUNTAIN ASH
LN,0.68,10/24/2006 0:00,PHILLIPS JOHN
GURLEY,2/7/2011 0:00,0,PHILLIPS

•See RE TRANSACTIONS page  15

JOHN G & EVELYN,1579730
•7439260474,2512 DILLARD RD,4.98,11/

13/2006 0:00,WILLIAM J INGATE & SOR-
AYA A INGATE REVOCABLE TRUST,11/
14/2011 0:00,200000,HAUG ALEXANDER
FREDRICK,421580

•7550051089,251 CHESTNUT
CV,0.03,2/14/2006 0:00,GOLDSBERRY
LINDA GAIL BAUCUM,7/13/2011
0:00,0,GOLDSBERRY FRANK HOOD JR
TRUSTE,490140

•7550063688,105 RIVER CT,0.47,2/14/
2006 0:00,LANIER PATRICIA PADGETT
TR,4/5/2011 0:00,0,LANIER PATRICIA
P.,861930

•7551801691,2130 MAGNOLIA
DR,0.54,10/24/2006 0:00,J & M CO LLC,5/
5/2011 0:00,0,CROWELL RICHARD
B,909380

•7551803320,ON RD 1600,2.21,10/24/

2006 0:00,J & M CO LLC,5/5/2011
0:00,0,CROWELL RICHARD B,84020

•7459536929,289 CHESTNUT RIDGE
RD,1.99,10/3/2006 0:00,TODD WILLIAM J,9/
26/2011 0:00,355000,DOWLING CYRIL-
LA,744350

•7551568429,OFF 64 EAST,1.7,10/9/2006
0:00,MCPHERSON REX V II TR,3/17/2011
0:00,0,MCPHERSON JOHN R TR,284580

•7551630870,140 HEMLOCK WOODS
DR,0.64,10/24/2006 0:00,BLUE SKYWAY
LLC,10/17/2011 0:00,225000,BUMGARD-
NER WILLIAM A,442760

•7551631322,41 STREAMSIDE
LN,0.38,10/24/2011 0:00,HEBERT PAUL M
JR,6/30/2011 0:00,0,OSSEROGA HIGH-
LANDS COMPANY INC,1053760

•7541406829,541 FLAT MOUNTAIN
RD,0.72,10/28/2011 0:00,MARVIN GUY
IV,10/21/2011 0:00,0,MARVIN GUY

IV,254390
•7551639240,RD 1600,0.66,10/24/2006

0:00,PHILLIPS JOHN GURLEY,2/7/2011
0:00,0,PHILLIPS JOHN G & EVE-
LYN,231180

•7449403182,HARBISON ORCHARD
RD,2.4,10/3/2006 0:00,OCONNOR TIMO-
THY P,5/20/2011 0:00,145000,LARGE TH-
OMAS,112280

•7449423256,170 SATULAH FALLS
LN,1.23,10/3/2006 0:00,CHANDLER DOR-
OTHY D,3/25/2011 0:00,0,CHANDLER
DOROTHY D,760970

•7510826663,BROADWAY,26,3/30/2006
0:00,CAROLINA TIMBER CO LLC,11/22/
2011 0:00,500,CAROLINA TIMBER CO
LLC,928960

•7439279699,31 CABE P,1.47,11/13/2006
0:00,FREEMAN CENTER CONDOMIN-
IUM ASSOCIATION INC,12/6/2011
0:00,0,GILBERT CHRISTOPHER,362450

•7541536528,104 CHENEY LN,0.74,10/
2/2006 0:00,MILLS STEVEN H,3/23/2011
0:00,226000,FURNALD RUTH G TRUST-
EE,295460

•7551822052,675 COUNTRY CLUB
DR,0.72,5/3/2007 0:00,CHICONE JERRY
JR TR,12/8/2011 0:00,0,CHICONE JER-
RY JR,776040

•7551505074,215 GARNET ROCK
TRL,0.81,5/1/2007 0:00,ISHEE JONATHAN
N,3/10/2011 0:00,600000,STEWART
RANALD,877510

•7541335507,336 SIMON SPEED
RD,3,10/4/2006 0:00,BARRY SUSAN L,9/
20/2011 0:00,0,BARRY CAREY N TRUST-
EE,424200

•7459538745,CHESTNUT RIDGE
RD,1.01,10/3/2006 0:00,SHEFFIELD DI-
ANE KING,11/28/2011 0:00,0,KING W
THOMAS,51510

•7551605389,BIRCHWOOD DR,3.14,12/
22/2010 0:00,WILDCAT CLIFFS COUN-
TRY CLUB INC,3/2/2011 0:00,0,THE
BIRCHES OF WILDCAT CLIFFS,781390

•7551640288,75 HEMLOCK WOODS
DR,0.79,10/24/2006 0:00,REID CHARLES
R.,2/17/2011 0:00,295000,DEUTSCHE
BANK NATIONAL TRUST CO TR,637060

•7449405303,HARBISON ORCHARD
RD,2.32,10/3/2006 0:00,OCONNOR TIM-
OTHY P,5/20/2011 0:00,145000,LARGE
THOMAS,96080

•7551713133,214 OAK PT,0.74,10/24/
2006 0:00,WOOD MARY GAYE,8/11/2011
0:00,0,WOOD JEFFREY G,441710

•7551714240,ON RD 1600,0.64,10/24/
2006 0:00,WOOD MARY GAYE,8/11/2011
0:00,0,WOOD JEFFREY G,32440

•7541533488,138 CHENEY LN,0.43,4/
30/2007 0:00,MONTGOMERY CHARLES
H LIFE EST,5/23/2011 0:00,0,MONTGOM-

ERY CHARLES H,251880
•7439288235,DILLARD RD,1.34,3/21/

2007 0:00,HIGHLANDS POINT DESIGN
& DEVELOPMENT LLC,1/31/2011
0:00,0,DUPREE AND ASSOCIATES
INC,200000

•7550055092,1393 FALLS DR E,0.87,5/
1/2007 0:00,BNY MELLON NATIONAL
ASSOC,2/1/2011 0:00,0,BORUCHOW
IRWIN B TR,730130

•7531150038,4028 FLAT MOUNTAIN
RD,90.84,9/26/2006 0:00,JONES EZRA B
TRUSTEE,7/18/2011 0:00,0,COHEN
GEORGE L TRUSTEE,2795970

•7551609178,22 OAK PT,0.73,10/24/
2006 0:00,BERSET MARK S,10/31/2011
0:00,740000,WULBERN JOHN C,806430

• 7 5 5 1 6 1 9 0 3 8 , B I R C H W O O D
DR,8.76,12/22/2010 0:00,THE BIRCHES
OF WILDCAT CLIFFS,3/2/2011 0:00,0,THE
BIRCHES OF WILDCAT CLIFFS,6868770

•7551620470,11 HIGH POND
LN,0.11,10/24/2006 0:00,TAYLOR CHRIS-
TOPHER,6/10/2011 0:00,435000,WELLS
FARGO BANK NA TR,859960

•7551629690,60 PRIMROSE
LN,0.88,5/3/2007 0:00,DYAL JAMES E,2/
18/2011 0:00,500000,BOSSERMAN
CHARLES E TRUSTEE,889830

•7551728311,598 COUNTRY CLUB
DR,0.51,5/2/2007 0:00,WALKER JER-
RY,10/26/2011 0:00,450000,CABLER
JAMES A JR,558720

•7439279916,DILLARD RD,0.98,11/13/
2006 0:00,HIGHLANDS POINT DESIGN
& DEVELOPMENT LLC,1/31/2011
0:00,0,DUPREE AND ASSOCIATES
INC,112160

FLATS TOWNSHIP

•7419009586,7420 DILLARD
RD,16.06,6/2/2008 0:00,COLE SCOTT III
TR,7/19/2011 0:00,0,SCALY MOUNTAIN
SLOPES LLC,660580

•7419037631,LOVE RD,2.07,10/3/2006
0:00,BILLINGSLEY VIRGINIA,2/24/2011
0:00,0,BILLINGSLEY VIRGINIA LIFE
EST,59900

• 7 4 1 9 0 4 7 0 5 2 , B I L L I N G S L E Y
RD,1.23,10/3/2006 0:00,BILLINGSLEY
VIRGINIA LIFE EST,8/26/2011
0:00,0,BILLINGSLEY VIRGINIA,41500

•7408988210,,6,3/28/2007 0:00,JAMES
NORMAN E TR,12/6/2011 0:00,0,JAMES
NORMAN E,133110

•7419300802,7117 DILLARD RD,3.3,10/
3/2006 0:00,VELMA M GILLETT REVO-
CABLE LIVING TRUST,4/25/2011
0:00,0,NEWMAN CARL A TRUST-
EE,298650

Jan. 1, 2011 to Dec. 16, 2011
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PULL OUT
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172• 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship – 11

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. Fourth Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: School 9:30 a.m.; Morning Worship 10:45 a.m., Evening

Worship, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m.

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376

Sun: School 9:45 a.; Worship10:50 a.; Youth 5 p.
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 –

Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)

HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell

2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;

Worship/Communion – 10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Choir – 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin

828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor: Clayton Lopez • 828-743-9704

Independent Bible Church
Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big Ridge

Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH

Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor – Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat: 4 p.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6

p.m.
Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA

Church: 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011

Worshipping at the facilities of Whiteside Presbyterian Church,
Cashiers

Sun.: Holy Communion - 9 a.m.; Adult Forum - 10:45 at Buck’s
Coffee Cafe, Cashiers

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church

Thurs.: Women’s Prayer Group - 10 a.m., Whiteside Presbyterian
Church; Healing Service at noon

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30 am: Adult Sunday School

10:30 am: Middle School; 10:45 am: Children’s Program,. Worship
Service. 12:30 pm Student Arts Group, 5 p.m. HS

Wed.: 6pm: CBC University Program
EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

526-2968 • Reverend Denson Franklin
Sunday: Holy Eucharist Rite, 8 a.m., Breakfast; 8:30-9:30 a.m. -

Sunday School, 10:30 a.m; Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Monday: 4 p.m. Women’s Cursillo Group

Tuesday: 8 a.m. Men’s Cursillo Group; Bible Study 10:30 a.m.
Reverend Howard L’Enfant

Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Charles Harris, Pastor • 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.; Evening Worship

6:30
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m.,

Prayer Meeting – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:15-8:15 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor
Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun. School – 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays – Choir – 7

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School – 10 am
Worship Service – 11 am

Bible Study – 6 pm
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD

• PLACES TO WORSHIP •John 3:16 Proverbs 3:5
... RE TRANSACTIONS
continued from page 14

•See RE TRANSACTIONS page  16

•7419372582,BOB LONG MTN RD,1.17,10/3/2006 0:00,CORAM JEN-
NINGS B,4/19/2011 0:00,0,CORAM JENNINGS B,37280

•7419373232,BOB LONG MTN RD,1,10/3/2006 0:00,CABRERA
MARGARITA T,4/19/2011 0:00,0,CORAM JENNINGS B,38250

•7419415924,27 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN RD,0.87,10/3/2006
0:00,FORTUNE JERRY L,8/17/2011 0:00,170000,JERNIGAN SANDRA
L ET AL,287040

•7409200550,OFF RD 1624 HIGHLAND GAP,3.02,9/19/2006 0:00,IN-
DEPENDENCE NATIONAL BANK,9/16/2011 0:00,114000,GAJDA
STEVEN J,138620

•7419646923,1111 KING GAP RD,0.7,5/17/2011 0:00,CAHILL GER-
ALD R,5/23/2011 0:00,1000000,KING MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT
LLC,794840

•7409446543,188 HIGH POINT VW,5.34,3/29/2007 0:00,MASELLI
JOHN A,3/28/2011 0:00,380000,HSBC BANK USA NA TR,1116980

•7408127253,CREEKSIDE COVE,0.13,10/4/2011 0:00,TIMBER LAND
CO LLC,11/9/2011 0:00,26000,CORAM JENNINGS B,100000

•7409841299,RD 1622,0.86,9/19/2006 0:00,DYCHES FLETCHER M,9/
15/2011 0:00,0,MCEWEN LOUISE R & CAROL M DYCHES,39850

•7409614643,828 MCCONNELL RD,102.66,9/19/2006 0:00,MILLER
JAMES L,7/1/2011 0:00,0,MILLER JAMES L,3071220

•7418259193,437 HIGHPOINT DR,1.03,9/21/2006 0:00,FIERBERG
JAMES H,6/16/2011 0:00,0,FIERBERG JAMES H,492670

•7419014817,OFF HWY 106,7.49,10/3/2006 0:00,GREFE MELANIE
MARGARET TR,11/2/2011 0:00,0,GREFE WILLIAM TRUSTEE,244950

•7419033959,RD 1622,0.67,3/30/2007 0:00,HOLT STEVE NEWTON,8/
2/2011 0:00,0,HOLT TOM,31830

•7419043862,111 BAILEY RD,4,3/30/2007 0:00,HOLT STEVE NEW-
TON,8/2/2011 0:00,0,HOLT TOM,212010

•7419045175,ON RD 1622,2.72,3/30/2007 0:00,HOLT STEVE NEW-
TON,8/2/2011 0:00,0,HOLT TOM,73400

•7419324463,OFF 106,1.14,10/3/2006 0:00,ABBOTT CHARLES J,7/
12/2011 0:00,85500,ROBERTS ARTHUR J,43170

•7409122405,1213 LOST VALLEY RD,85.67,9/19/2006 0:00,ANDER-
SON RAY C,2/7/2011 0:00,0,ANDERSON RAY C,1773890

•7419410334,16 CHAPIN RD,0.75,10/3/2006 0:00,ELLER PAIGE A,9/
19/2011 0:00,40000,UNITED COMMUNITY BANK,221260

•7409368791,OFF SHOAL CREEK RD,3,9/19/2006 0:00,MOORE
RONALD C TR,5/12/2011 0:00,0,MOORE RONALD C,91800

•7418322417,1724 HALE RIDGE RD,1.9,9/21/2006 0:00,WILLIAMS
RAY TR,11/3/2011 0:00,0,WILLIAMS LINDA ROGERS,337910

•7408126441,74 CREEKSIDE COVE N,0.18,9/9/2010 0:00,B&D IN-
DUSTRIAL & MINING SERVICES INC,7/21/2011 0:00,105000,CO-
RAM JENNINGS B,100000

•7418084825,OFF RD 1625,5.7,9/21/2006 0:00,JAMES LINDA LIFE
ESTATE,5/17/2011 0:00,0,JAMES LINDA LIFE ESTATE,128630

•7409697838,340 EVANS CREEK RD,2.05,9/19/2006 0:00,BAGWELL
SUSAN G,5/20/2011 0:00,0,BAGWELL STANLEY R,275130

•7419040161,50 BILLINGSLEY RD,1.18,10/3/2006 0:00,BILLINGSLEY
EUGENE,8/2/2011 0:00,0,HOLT TOM,120540

•7419123071,115 TALL PINES RD,0.57,10/3/2006 0:00,CROSS MARY
H TRUSTEE,8/31/2011 0:00,0,CROSS TED R & MARY,144510

•7419123126,TALL PINES,0.56,10/3/2006 0:00,CROSS MARY H
TRUSTEE,8/31/2011 0:00,0,CROSS TED R & MARY,33840

•7419207523,7134 DILLARD RD,0.77,10/3/2006 0:00,VELMA M
GILLETT REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST,4/25/2011 0:00,0,NEWMAN
CARL A TRUSTEE,148100

•7419318028,6845 DILLARD RD,0.47,10/3/2006 0:00,MAXWELL WIL-
MA JEAN,2/24/2011 0:00,0,MAXWELL WILMA JEAN,91640

•7419318300,232 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN RD,2.25,10/3/2006
0:00,LANGFORD J DAVID,2/24/2011 0:00,0,LANGFORD WANDA
TRUSTEE,132620

•7419412886,70 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN RD,0.59,10/3/2006
0:00,IMAGINENATION CO. LLC,11/29/2011 0:00,55000,ADLER



Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its

gentle touch.

• Dental Implants
• Root Canal Therapy
• Single Visit Crowns

• Orthodontics including Invisalign
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions

and of course Fillings and Cleanings!
(IV Sedation, too)

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

WE GET THE WORD OUT!
5,000 copies on the streets each Wednesday in Highlands,

Cashiers, Lake Glenville, Sapphire, Scaly Mountain,
 Sky Valley, Dillard, Otto and Franklin.

On the web at www.highlandsinfo.com  Click Local News
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• HEALTH MATTERS •

HELEN,112000
•7409782293,1745 BUCK KNOB RD,4.16,9/19/2006

0:00,EADES ELEANOR B,10/24/2011
0:00,173500,STEELE THOMAS A & KAY,210570

•7409429275,MCCONNELL RD,14.73,9/19/2006
0:00,MILLER JAMES LIFE ESTATE,7/1/2011
0:00,442000,MILLER JAMES L,491170

•7418395605,168 ROCKLEDGE RD,0.68,9/21/2006
0:00,PARKER VIRGINIA G,9/14/2011 0:00,172500,JA-
COBS MILTON E,48110

... RE TRANSACTIONS continued from page 15
•7418082163,OFF RD 1625,5.7,9/21/2006

0:00,JAMES LINDA LIFE ESTATE,5/17/2011
0:00,0,JAMES LINDA LIFE ESTATE,128630

•7409916339,41 BUCK KNOB RD,1.77,9/19/2006
0:00,SCALY MOUNTAIN HISTORCIAL SOCIETY
INC,4/15/2011 0:00,0,FLATS TWNSHP HISTORICAL
SOCIETY,80660

•7409942443,OFF RD 1622,14.91,9/19/2006
0:00,KNOWLES MARGARET D,6/20/2011
0:00,0,BARBER CECILE S,279110

•7408621735,OFF HWY 106,2.35,3/27/2007
0:00,PAYNE THOMAS W,3/3/2011 0:00,60000,HINES
WESLEY SCOTT,115950

•7408230364,DILLARD RD,0.01,9/18/2006
0:00,CITY OF SKY VALLEY,3/16/2011 0:00,9500,CO-
RAM JENNINGS B,2250

•7408321622,364 HUCKLEBERRY HILL
RD,0.84,9/18/2006 0:00,FOGARTY TIMOTHY
LUKE,9/2/2011 0:00,0,FEDERAL NATIONAL MORT-
GAGE ASSN,329780

•7500502931,SR 1622,2.36,8/9/2007 0:00,KNIGHT
SEAN CHRISTOPHER,2/28/2011
0:00,83000,WILKES ALVIN L,174670

•7408677468,8761 DILLARD RD,31.75,9/18/2006
0:00,SPRAGGINS MARGARET M TR,10/3/2011
0:00,0,SPRAGGINS MARGARET M.,1402500

•7409841447,121 SHOAL CREEK RD,1.11,9/19/
2006 0:00,FINLEY JESSE B,6/24/2011
0:00,146000,STERRIE KRISTINE E.,160480

•7418383810,272 RED GATE LN,130.92,10/3/2006

•See RE TRANSACTIONS page 17

By Joseph.Wilbanks
‘Tis the season for holiday parties and

lots of group activities. So how is your
breath? If it smells minty fresh right now
how can you keep it that way at the office
party?

Preventing or masking bad breath is a
$2 billion dollar a year industry. It is not
surprising that we spend this much money
when half of the adult population suffers
from chronic bad breath and over one-third
of us say that bad breath makes us hesitate
when talking to other people (especially the
boss).

How do we solve the problem so we
can just relax? The first step is finding out
what causes bad breath. Halitosis can be
caused by several things:

?Bacteria that live in our mouths cause
90 to 95 percent of bad breath. When these
bacteria combine with proteins they give
off a sulfurous gas — not pleasant. Keep oral
bacteria in check with regular brushing,
flossing and visits to your dentist.

?Foods can cause bad odors as well. The
usual culprits are garlic and onions. Coffee

Help for Holiday Breath
breath is actually a combination problem
caused by the coffee smell combining
with the odor produced by bacteria.

?Dry mouth can be caused by medi-
cal conditions, certain medications or just
by breathing through your mouth. Our
saliva serves to moisturize our mouths and
washes away bacteria. Take away the sali-
va and the bacteria thrive causing bad
breath and other dental problems.

?Health issues can cause bad breath.
Certain conditions including diabetes, liv-
er or kidney disease can cause bad breath.
Acid reflux washes food up to the esopha-
gus where it can mix with bacteria to
cause an odor. Dental infections can also
be the cause of bad breath.

If you have been experiencing bad
breath and haven’t been able to get the
problem under control at home please
contact Wilbanks Smile Center in Toc-
coa, GA at 706-886-9439. A visit to our
full service dental office may be all that is
needed to get your breath smelling fresh
and clean.
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Megan. I said good-bye and told her I’d
call her the next day.

I put the phone away and casually
watched the woman next to me prepar-
ing for her flight. She arranged things in
her carry-on; put on a little makeup;
brushed her hair.

She turned to me and said “Is every-
thing all right?”

I told it was now and then explained
that I had just left my daughter in the hos-
pital and how it was hard to leave her.

She said we are so lucky to have the
care we have in America and the access to
hospitals and doctors. I asked her where
she was from and she said Canada. “Don’t
you have that there?” I asked. She said yes,
the same care is available in Canada but
not where she lived now, which is in Afri-
ca.

Come to learn I’m talking to Michele
Perry, the founder of Iris Ministries Sudan,
who almost single-handedly started an or-
phanage/hospital/school for African chil-
dren.

I asked her how she got started on
that and she said she was inspired by
George Clooney’s “The Children of
Dafur.” “After I saw that, I knew I had to
do something,” she said.

I asked how she got it started finan-
cially. She said she cashed in everything
she owned and that her family had also
given money. I asked how much it took
per year to maintain the facilities and all
the services it offers the few hundred or-

phans. She said it took about $180,000 a
year. “That’s what many Americans make
in one year,” I said, thinking that given the
breadth of the project, that wasn’t that
much. I asked how that was enough and
she said, “Through grace.”

She gave me her card. She was headed
for Ohio for what I now know was a speak-
ing engagement. When I got home, I went
on line and looked up
www.fromtheunpavedroad.com and
learned that as the founding national field
coordinator, Michelle travels four months
out of a year to raise funds and awareness
for Iris Ministries Sudan. The rest of the
time she spends with the children.

She was called to board at the adjacent
gate. She said good-bye and said she hoped
all would go well with Megan. She gath-
ered her belongings and headed for the
podium to hand in her boarding pass. That’s
when the impact of Michele Perry and what
she is doing hit me.

Michele is a Little Person … a Little
Person with one leg and a crutch who daily
faces odds I can’t even imagine. Here she
was offering me comfort with soothing
words and kind expressions and my big-
gest hurdle was getting home.

No matter the trials and tribulations
we endure, there is always someone endur-
ing more. I know now, I encountered many
angels during my Chicago trip, the last be-
ing Michele Perry. This Christmas season
and during the year to come, we need to
remember to give thanks for all we have
and be thankful for the angels among us

... ANGELS continued from page 11

0:00,HARTRAMPF CARL R JR,3/15/2011
0:00,,HARTRAMPF CARL R JR,6640690

•7418393638,168 ROCKLEDGE RD,1.54,9/21/
2006 0:00,PARKER VIRGINIA G,9/14/2011
0:00,172500,JACOBS MILTON E,322860

•7418086642,OFF RD 1625,5.7,9/21/2006
0:00,JAMES LINDA LIFE ESTATE,5/17/2011
0:00,0,JAMES ROBERT W LIFE ESTATE,128630

•7418091081,OFF RD 1625,5.7,9/21/2006
0:00,JAMES LINDA LIFE ESTATE,5/17/2011
0:00,0,JAMES ROBERT W LIFE ESTATE,128630

•7409949427,OFF RD 1622,6.39,9/19/2006
0:00,BARBER CECILE S,6/20/2011 0:00,0,BARBER
CECILE S,239420

•7500607135,350 EVANS CREEK RD,2.04,3/7/
2006 0:00,BAGWELL SUSAN G,5/20/2011
0:00,0,BAGWELL STANLEY R,63210

•7408649672,OFF HWY 106,4.71,9/18/2006
0:00,SANDERS THOMAS J,11/28/2011
0:00,54000,AMMANN BRITTANN E,113500

•7409683342,78 CITADEL LN,2,3/29/2007

0:00,FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSN,3/14/
2011 0:00,0,ALVAREZ MARLENE MARIA,397270

•7419114824,119 TALL PINES RD,0.61,10/3/2006
0:00,CROSS MARY H TRUSTEE,8/31/2011
0:00,0,CROSS TED R & MARY,110690

•7419322203,OFF 106,1.46,10/3/2006 0:00,ABBOTT
CHARLES J,7/12/2011 0:00,85500,ROBERTS
ARTHUR J,49740

•7419555249,144 POND RD,1.27,10/3/2006 0:00,SPI-
GEL SHARON,8/18/2011 0:00,245000,HEILER AL-
FRED,381860

•7419648806,1098 KING GAP RD,0.92,4/2/2007
0:00,HEILER ALFRED,6/15/2011 0:00,645000,MUL-
HERIN PHILLIP H,705660

•7409756392,26 RUNKEN LN,0.52,9/19/2006
0:00,RUNKEN FRED,5/13/2011 0:00,0,PRATT ANITA
H,112390

•7409757184,251 SHOAL CREEK RD,1.01,9/19/2006
0:00,FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSN,10/
25/2011 0:00,0,WOOD MARTHA HUNTER,152220

•7418044844,438 RABUN BRANCH RD,4.85,9/21/

PIN,PROP_ADDR,ACREAGE,LAST_APPR_DATE,OWNER_NAME,DATE_RECORDED,SALES_PRICE,FIRST_GRANTOR_NAME,ASSESSED_VALUE

• REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS FOR 2011 •

2006 0:00,PAIR CYNTHIA C,5/2/2011 0:00,0,PAIR
CHARLES D,721580

•7409870257,OFF 1622,0.98,9/19/2006 0:00,SCHAU
BARBARA M,1/19/2011 0:00,0,SCHAU RONALD
J,32500

•7409919405,OFF HWY 106,0.15,10/3/2006
0:00,SCALY MOUNTAIN HISTORCIAL SOCIETY
INC,4/15/2011 0:00,0,FLATS TWNSHP HISTORICAL
SOCIETY,17210

•7408332093,10114 DILLARD RD,56.38,9/18/2006
0:00,BURNETTE RONALD LAMAR,3/15/2011
0:00,0,BURNETTE JAMES LAMAR,2047830

•7408629565,553 THOMAS KNOB TRL,4.4,3/27/
2007 0:00,RICHARD L ILER FAMILY TRUST,10/13/
2011 0:00,0,ILER RICHARD,712940

•7408645025,381 HIGH MEADOW DR,3.62,9/18/
2006 0:00,CLAY J CALVIN,1/27/2011
0:00,400000,SMITH SCOTT C,456970

Jan. 1, 2011-Dec. 16, 2011
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American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial
• Over 40 Years Experience

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery

(864) 638-9661• Open: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday

Larry Rogers
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking
Trackhoe Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities

(828) 526-2874

• 2011 YEAR-IN-REVIEW •
12 school year with the first day Aug. 4
and the last day May 24. First day of school
stands at Aug. 4. Judge denies injunction.

August
• ETJ could end; part of alley to close.

The two biggest items that came out of the
Aug. 2 Town Board meeting came toward
the end and involved abolishing ETJ and
closing a portion of Church Street Alley.
Highlands one of seven schools to meet
AYP.

• Town hires Clabo as Planning
Director.At 9 am. Tuesday, Aug.9, David
Clabo, met with Town of Highlands offi-
cials to “sew up” his terms of employment
and thereafter he was officially made the
nex Planning Director for Highlands.

• Carlton arrested for attempted rob-

bery. Last Friday, Highlands Police closed at
least part of the attempted robbery of the
Farmers Market case which occurred on
June 12, 2011. Warrants were drawn and
served to Chad William Carlton, 37, who is
being held in federal custody in Murphy,
NC, for attempted Common Law Robbery
of the Bounty Land Quick Stop, Store #9,
known locally as the Farmers Market.

• HS ‘School of Distinction’ 2 years
running.

• Senator Bob Carpenter dies. Senator
Robert C. Carpenter, 87, of Franklin, NC,
died Saturday, Aug. 6, 2011. He was born
and raised in Macon County. The Carpen-
ter family has been in Macon County since
the 18th century.

• Highlander part of WNC meth ring.A

10-month investigation utilizing undercov-
er agents and confidential sources netted
eight Western North Carolinians as well as
one man from South Carolina in a crystal
methamphetamine distribution ring. Ar-
rested were William Wesley Hargett, Will-
iam Andrew Estes, Ricky Dean Fisher,
Johnny Ray Frady, Kirsten Beaubien McGi-
lilvray, Lonnie Payne, Jr., Pedro Avila Sorra-
no, Michael James Taylor, and Larry Micha-
el Watkins.

• Five line up for Nov. election.
• Parking citation fee rising.
• Group to push for safe slopes in coun-

ty. Will urge MC Commission to pass sen-
sible slope ordinance.

• ETJ is on the line. Monday night’s
Planning Board meeting resurrected the ill
feelings, mistrust, even hatred citizens in
the ETJ harbor against the town, govern-
ment in general, and the country clubs since
November 6, 2005 when ETJ was adopted.
At the urging of Commissioner Larry Rog-
ers who wants the Town Board to abolish
ETJ, the Planning Board was tasked to rec-
ommend whether to keep or abolish it.

• Playhouse cited by ABC
Commission.On Aug. 5, the  Highlands
Playhouse was visited by an officer of the
ABC Commission, Steve Myers, who on an
anonymous tip, showed up at the Playhouse
at 8:30 p.m., ordered a beer, drank the beer
and ceremoniously presented the Play-
house staff with a citation for selling beer.

• Highlands N. Historic District on the
National Register.

September
• ETJ public hearing set for Sept. 27.Al-

most six years after Highlands evoked Extra
Territorial Jurisdiction in the one-mile ra-
dius beyond the corporate limits commis-
sioners are now considering abolishing it.

• Some claim craft fair cuts into Main
St. biz. On the heels of  the Village Square
Art and Craft Show in

• Kelsey-Hutchinson Park on Pine
Street this Labor Day weekend, come cries
from some disenchanted merchants cry-
ing foul.

• Fight on for Highlands magistrate po-
sition. Tuesday night, Macon County Com-

missioners were asked to sign a resolution
to help fight the state’s decision to elimi-
nate the part-time of Magistrate in High-
lands.

• Firetruck restoration a reality. Mem-
bers of the Highlands Country Club have
given the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept.
individual checks totaling $9,475 which
will be used to complete the restoration of
the town’s first fire truck.

• Citizens urged to attend NC-DOT
info session on proposed  semi
turnarounds.To alleviate the problem, the
NC Dept. of Transportation is considering
building four semi turnarounds so truck-
ers who find themselves on the Gorge
Road route have a chance to turnaround.

• Board to consider construction stan-
dards for slopes. The county’s Slope De-
velopment Ordinance has been tabled for
now, but the Planning Board has been hard
at work devising construction standards
for land disturbing activity in Macon Coun-
ty which will likely find its way into some
kind of pared down ordinance.

• Reval or no reval....? At a special work-
session last Thursday, MC Commission-
ers deliberated over what path to take
knowing that whichever one they choose
will be considered the wrong one by the
public.

• Students put Highlands School on
the map.seniors Cai Roman and Evan Iez-
zi were recognized for academic achieve-
ment that could earn them big bucks for
college. Roman is a National Merit Semi-
finalist and Iezzi is a National Merit Com-
mended student.

• Board tackles conditional zoning.
Planning Director David Clabo initiated
an discussion on the subject now on the
front burner following a request from Old
Edwards Hospitality Group (OEI) to reno-
vate the old Northland Cable building on
NC 106 for multifamily housing.

October
• ETJ not dead yet; alley closes.Tuesday

night’s Town Board meeting was packed
with citizens most there to hear the final
word on Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ),
but others were also there to defend the
use of town property.

• 2011-12 school budget is $50.4M
$18.99M funded locally for arts & craft fairs
events; even to weigh in on the partial clos-
ing of Church Street Alley.

• 3 cases of La Crosse Encephalitis in
county, one in Highlands.

• Five candidates — John Dotson, Eric
Pierson, Larry Rogers, Michael Rogers and



• Salons & Spas •

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. • Monday by appt.

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Manicures,
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main”
Highlands, NC (828) 526-3939

Open at 9-5: Mon. - Sat.

PRODUCT SPECIAL!
Buy  2 get 1 free (some exclusions apply)

Plus, “Pamper”mint Pedicure with
complimentary paraffin dip.

Happy Holidays
from all of us at Creative Concepts Salon

– Lacy Jane Vilardo, Heather D. Escandon,
Christa Hopper and Kelly Munger

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Call for your Appointment Today • 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Shear Elevations!

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements

Same Place, Same Staff, Same Top-Notch Services

 

1-Hour Pedicure

Special  – $40

through December

  Images Unlimited is now...
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• 2011 YEAR-IN-REVIEW •
Brian Stiehler line up for three Highlands
Town Board seats.

• Dialysis center OK’d for MC. The
North Carolina State Health Coordinat-
ing Council (SHCC) on Wednesday voted
unanimously to approve Macon County’s
Petition for Adjustment to Need Determi-
nation – essentially paving the way for a
dialysis center to be built in the county.

• ETJ gone but not completely forgot-
ten. return to the table. With Town Attor-
ney Bill Coward’s guidance, at Tuesday
night’s Town Board meeting commission-
ers took the legal steps necessary to abol-
ish ETJ. The first step was the adoption of a
statement explaining that ETJ isn’t consis-
tent with the town’s Land Use Plan and
that the amendments abolishing the ETJ
zoning district are reasonable and in the
public’s interest.

• Repairs poised to begin at Playhouse.
Back in the summer Highlands Playhouse
board members asked the town to fund
building repairs to the tune of about
$20,000. That request segued to the town
taking a close look at exactly what is need-
ed before allocating funds to upgrade the
historical structure.

• Tax valuation stays until 2015. A lack
of comparables are the main reason the
county commission agreed to postpone
real estate tax valuations until 2015.

• Highlands-area roads in DOT’s
sights for 2012.

• Bridge beats Old Man Winter. Mir-
ror Lake Bridge is on schedule and should
be open for traffic soon. The first layer of
paving is taking place now, just in time, as
possible snow is on its way. After paving is
complete the final inspection will be
scheduled before vehicular traffic will be
allowed.

• Conditional Zoning draft in the
works

November
• Changes at Rec Park. With the pend-

ing retirement of Recreation Director Sel-
wyn Chalker, the Town Board has decid-
ed to split Chalker’s job into two func-
tions – Rec Park Director and Physical
Plant Manager – and to begin advertising
for both positions as soon as possible.

• SOS-NC still watching for calendar waiv-
ers. Recently, the non-profit organization,
Save Our Summers-North Carolina (SOS-
NC) and Macon County parent, Sabrina
Hawkins, took legal action against the NC
State Board of Education for granting waiv-
ers (from the mandated August 25th school
start date) to every single school in the
Macon County school district. This system-
wide attempt to evade the school calendar
law violates the intent of N.C. General  Stat-
ute 115C-84.2(d), which states that, “waiv-
er requests for  educational purposes shall
not be used to accommodate  system-wide
classroom preferences.”

• Commission reluctant to adopt slope
standards. Experts stressed the need for
Macon County to adopt construction stan-
dards for slope development at a special
continuation meeting Oct. 25, but still the
commission is reluctant to take a stand on
the issue.

• Highlands F&R rescues ‘pinned’
man.At 11:55 a.m., Monday, Nov. 7, High-
lands Fire & Rescue responded to a 9-1-1
call about a man pinned between the hy-
draulic lift and cab of a front-end loader at
Highlands Country Club.

• Two new faces join the Town Board.
Highlands now has two new commission-
ers. Brian Stiehler and Eric Pierson will join
John Dotson, who was re-elected, Amy
Patterson and Gary Drake at the table.

• Highlands electric rates to go up
again. Tuesday night the Town Board
amended its contract with Duke Energy and
learned that Highlands’ wholesale electric
rates will be increasing in January – increas-
es which will_ be passed on to Highlands’
residents.

• Macon County Public Library now
offers eBooks.

• Highlander returns for flag ceremo-
ny. Monday morning, former Highlands
student Danielle Rhodes returned from a
tour of duty in Afghanistan to present High-

lands School with a new flag that had been
flown in Kandahar. Rhodes, a 2006 High-
lands graduate, will return to Afghanistan
on Sunday.

• Board picks new Town Manager. The
Town of Highlands has made an offer to
Robert A. Frye for the Town Manager posi-
tion and Frye has accepted. He offically be-
gins Jan. 17, 2012.

• Sheriff Dept. investigating BOE
member. Macon County School Board
member Tommy Baldwin, who represents
the Nantahala District, is under investiga-
tion due to allegations concerning inappro-
priate conduct.

December
• Replacement sought for McClel-

lan. On Thursday, Dec. 1, the Macon
County Commission is holding a spe-
cial meeting at 8 p.m., to consider, dis-
cuss and accept the resignation of Com-
mission Chairman Brian McClellan.
Likely due to the Nov. 18 DWI arrest in
Jackson County, near Sylva, two-term

commissioner McClellan released a
statement Nov. 22 explaining his resig-
nation though he didn’t refer to the DWI
arrest.

• Tate to replace McClellan on MC
Board. James (Jimmy) Tate from High-
lands was recommended by unanimous
vote during the meeting. Tate ran against
McClellan in 2010 Republican prima-
ry.

• King and Queen for the night. The
Highlands School Homecoming Dance
was held at the Performing Arts Center
Saturday night. Crowned were seniors
Cody St. Germain and Juliane Buras.

• Town to decide on ‘form of gov-
ernment. Thursday night at a special
Town Board meeting, commissioners
learned that as it stands now, the town
isn’t in compliance with the State Gen-
eral Statutes when it comes to the Coun-
cil-Manager form of government.

• Planning Board OK’s CD zone



You know us as RUNNERS, but
don’t forget we are also NC
REAL ESTATE BROKERS.

You can count on us every step
of the way to get you to the
finish line. We train hard for

races, and we will work equally
hard for you!

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411
Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

CROWE CONSTRUCTION
New Construction • Remodels
Maintainence & Repairs
Call Kenneth Crowe
(828) 526-5943
(828) 332-8290

crowecrazy
@yahoo.com

Call about our Spring Specials!
Leonard Harrison, Owner

828-361-5343

“All work guaranteed”

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd.

• Units Available •

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

HELP WANTED

AT CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY.MED TECH  needed for 12 hour shift in Assisted Living.
Please apply at Chestnut Hill, 64 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC (828)526-

• Service Directory •$17 weekly – add $5 for color

CLASSIFIEDS – $6 FOR 10 WORDS, 20 CENTS EACH WORD AFTER, ADD A HIGHLIGHT FOR $2
5251. (st.11/9)

RES/COM FOR RENT

FOR ANNUAL LEASE - MOUNTAIN VIEWS - UNFURNISHED
-3 Bed, 2 Bath Family Room and 2-car garage overlooks Hog Back
Mountain in Holly Forest II. $1,850 per month Available January 1. Call
561-346-6400.

LAKESIDE HOME – Mirror Lake. 3 bed, 3 bath, w/d, gas fireplace,
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Cord of Seasoned Oak
Only $300!

Call
Michael
Rogers

828
200-0268

Garage: (828) 526-9805
Cell: (828) 342-0583

Towing: (828) 526-0374
TIRE • BRAKES • OIL CHANGES • TUNE UPS
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CLASSIFIEDS
from Main Street. 2 Lots .55 & .95 acres. Septics installed.
Borders National Forest. 2005 2/bed, 2/bath. Very cozy
with fabulous view. Call 828-482-2050. (st. 11/11)

SERVICES

CLEANING – RESIDENTIAL OR
COMMERCIAL. References, reliable, reasonable.
Weekly, monthly, seasonal, one-time holiday specials.
Pamela Goden. 828-524-1126, home, 828-559-1632, cell.
(2/29)

LEAF BLOWING. Yard work, handyman. Quality
Work. Reasonable prices. Call 828-369-3330 (11/26)

ACUPUNCTURE & HEALING ARTS — Herbs,
bodywork, women’s health, healthy weight,  all ailments,
wellness.  828-526-0743. (2/27)

PET CARE SERVICES OF HIGHLANDS - doggy
daycare, washing, p/u & delivery from house to daycare
or vet., pet sitters available 526.1971or 482.2050.

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION – Easy pickup
procedures. Mark9398@live.com, or 828-524-2149, 239-
292-3623. MC/Visa, Amex, Cash/Check.

HANDYMAN SERVICE – electrical, plumbing,
pressue cleaning, painting, carpentry, yardwork.
References. Call Al Edgar at 332-7271 (cell) or 369-
6245.(9/21)

HANDYMAN SPECIAL – Repairs and
remodelling, electrical and plumbing, carpentry, painting,
pressure washing and more. Low prices. Free estimate.
Call 828-421-4667. (st. 8/1)

CRAWLSPACE MOISTURE PROBLEMS?
Musty smell in your home? Call 828-787-1673. (St. 4/
28)

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES
– Complete Landscaping Company, Design, Installation
and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees, Hard-
scapes, Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage,
Erosion Control and RR-Tie work. 20 years serving
Highlands area. 828-526-2251.

ITEMS FOR SALE

expansive deck & dock. Bring your canoe. Annual lease.
$500 per month plus utilities. Credit Report and references
a must. Call 828-342-2302. (st. 10/26)

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB, two beautifully
furnished, 4 bedroom homes — mountain view or 18th
hole — minimum 3 months for $5,000. Longer term means
lower rent. No pets, no smoking. 828-508-0664. (st. 10/
12)

CHARMING, SKY VALLEY – 3 bed, 2 bath home
Fireplace. Useable Basement. Views. $750. Call Paul
at 706-745-7279. (st. 8/31).

DOWNTOWN MAIN ST APT. – Convenient
location, unfurnished 1/1, small pets allowed. $650/mo.
Call 526-4044 or 200-0036 (st. 4/7)

HOUSE FOR RENT 3BR/2BTH. $650 plus
utilities.No cell phone service.3459 Buck Creek Road
828-524-6038. (st. 3/3)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

2/2 SINGLE-WIDE WITH GREAT VIEW AND
PRIVACY, backs to national forest and move-in ready.
$89,000. 526.1971or 482.2050.

QUEENS MOUNTAIN. SPECTACULAR
MOUNTAIN VIEWS OF BLUE VALLEY & SATULA
MOUNTAINS.3BR,3BA on 1.83+ acres. Lovely Sun
room/Sitting Area off Master, brick fireplace, tile & wood
floors, cathedral ceilings, built-ins. Well appointed kitchen
remodeled in 2011. Bathrooms have all been redone.
New metal roof in 2004. 2 car garage, screened porch.
Garden with water feature. Partially Finished. Basement.
Home has been very well taken care of. $650,000.
Betsy Paul Properties: 828.743.0880,
www.betsypaulproperties.com.(st. 9/6)

SEE THE ONLY GREEN ROOF, TORNADO
PROOF, MODESTLY SIZED VILLA ON THE
MARKET. Lakeside Lodge in Rocky Knob. Appt. Only.
www.singleylaydesigns.com or call your broker. (st. 6/
30)

$103,000! LOWER CLEAR CREEK. 5.5 miles

JET VARIABLE SPEED WOOD LATHE MODEL
JWL-1236 with accessories.Eight years old. Great condi-
tion. (st. 12/7)

828-526-2616ALMOST NEW L-GLB (LARGE)
ELECTRIC TRAIN. Cost over $2,500. Will sell for $1,000.
Original boxes. 2-6-0 engine with sound tender. 70 track
sections. Extra large transformer. Many extras. Call 526-
3048. (12/25.)

SWANN 2 CAMERA SECURITY SYSTEM
WITH DVR AND MONITOR, Store showcases, furni-
ture towers, rosewood displays, jewelry, office desk, chairs,
appliances, bookcase. Call 828-526-0502. (st. 11/9)

UTILITY TRAILER – 6X10. $500; Aerostatic
Baldwin Piano 80B. $800; 4 Mag Wheels – 19x19 fits
Mercedes W, Audi. Bolt pattern. 5x112. $325; 2 New 4
Wheeler tires – Fits Honda 250 and others. $75. Call 828-
371-1609. (st. 11/9)

UTILITY TRAILER – 6x10. $500. Call 828-371-
1609. (st. 11/9)

AEROSTATIC BALDWIN PIANO 80B – $800.

Call 828-371-2329. (st. 11/9)
4 MAG WHEELS – 19x19 fits Mercedes W, Audi.

Bolt pattern. 5x112. $325. Call 828-371-1609. (st. 11/9)
2 NEW 4 WHEELER TIRES – Fits Honda 250 and

others. $75. Call 828-371-1609. (st. 11/9)
2 MARBLE END & COFFEE TABLES $125. 2

contemporary lady statues $100. Tammy 770-337-1000
(Highlands). (st. 6/16)

Med/Surg RN
Emergency Room RN

Certified Nursing

velop a plan with specific recommenda-
tions to restore and protect watershed re-
sources and produce an atlas of on-the-
ground volunteer projects that can benefit
the watershed.

What the study found is that a large
portion of the watershed is highly func-
tioning or healthy, including much of
Cowee subwatershed and the Burning-
town, Tellico, Brush, Sawmill and the
Needmore subwatersheds. They have a
high amount of public and privately owned
forest and are generally associated with
healthy fish and aquatic macroinvertebrate
(insects, snails, etc.) communities.

The most highly impacted subwater-
sheds are those of Iotla Creek, Watauga
Creek, Cat and Rabbit creeks in the Frank-
lin area including Crawford Branch.

Aquatic macroinvertebrate communi-
ties are severely impacted by toxic impacts
associated with a large tomato farm along
Cat and Rabbit creeks. Poor habitat was
also linked to a lack of woody riparian buff-
ers, extensive stream straightening, live-
stock access to streams and unpaved roads.

In Franklin, Crawford Branch fish and
aquatic macroinvertebrate communities
are highly degraded, impacted by storm-
water, water quality problems and poor
habitat. Tellico Creek was found to be im-
pacted by waste inputs from a trout farm
in its upper reaches.

Leslie briefly outlined recommenda-
tions in four categories – Conservation
Projects, Policy and Institutional Measures,
Educational Activities and Research and
Assessment Activities.

She said the Conservation Project sug-
gestions are voluntary but said it was up to
the county’s decision-makersto embrace
policy and institutional measures and to
prioritize what’s important.

“You have the challenge of embracing
economic development while protecting the
county’s great natural resources,” she said.

She said there is money out there – often
from the Clean Water Trust Management
Fund — which can be used to implement
conservation measures and repair streams.

The Educational aspect of the recom-
mendations will be the main focus so citi-
zens and students can learn how they can
help protect and repair the waterbodies in
the Franklin to Fontana Watershed.

Commissioner Ronnie Beale said if the
county doesn’t protect its water, it has noth-
ing.

The board took her recommendations
under advisement.

— Kim Lewicki

... WATERSHED from
page 1
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PULL OUT

791 Ulco Drive • Franklin, NC
Office: (828) 369-9781 • Fax: (828) 524-6888

Ask about our oil rubbed
7” River Recovered Antique Heartpine

NOW AT OVER 50% OFF!
Solid Unfinished – Starting at $0.89
Solid Pre-finished – Starting at $1.29

Laminate – Starting at $1.09
Vinyl – Starting at $0.77

Now Offering Cabinets (SOLID WOOD)
Unfinished Red Oak and Hickory builder-

grade options, as well as Pre-finished custom
cabinets at big-box store non-wood prices!

The Original Zickgraf Flooring Outlet

Even better than before!
Same building, just 2 doors down

Featuring: Hardwood, Engineered,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

Unbelievable Prices! Ready to Go!

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 371-7451

• BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NEWS •

Members of Highlands-Cashiers Hospital’s Fide-
lia Eckerd Living Center (FELC) Nursing team recent-
ly completely a virtual training tour, focusing on de-
mentia care for the elderly.

With the help of the Southwestern Commission
Area Agency on Aging, FELC’s staff members under-
went a specialized training and education session to
provide better care for those suffering from Dementia
and Alzheimer’s Disease. Approximately 35 million
Americans age 65 and older suffer from both diseases,
as do many of the residents at FELC. To address the
overriding cognitive impairments and help improve
their quality of life, the living center’s caregivers com-
pleted a simulated experience, attempting to “walk in
the shoes” of residents stricken with the life changing
disease.

“The virtual training tour combined various ob-

FELC Certified Nurse Assistants Becky Gibson (middle)
and Jessica Vanegas (right) participate in a simulated
Alzheimer’s Disease training and Chaplain, Reverend
Ralph Campbell (left) takes notes during the lecture.

Eckerd Living Center’s nursing team complete special dementia training
stacles that our residents face every day,” said Emily
Bowers, LPN and FELC’s Social Worker. “Each staff
member that participated in the tour wore gloves that
covered their hands and small bags of corn in their shoes
to mimic neuropathy and arthritis, headphones that
projected white nose placed over their ears that depict-
ed the inability to focus on the task at hand, and wore
tinted goggles over their eyes that simulated vision im-
pairments such as macular degeneration, glaucoma and
yellowing of the lens.”

Ava Emory, RN, FELC’s Chief Nursing Officer add-
ed that “The training provided our staff tips and tools
necessary to create a positive environment that supports
the disease and lessens their confusion. It helps to build
sensitivity and awareness as well as an understanding
of the physical and mental challenges.”

“Our living center has over 50 nursing care indi-
viduals working alongside experienced and committed
Medical staff with one goal in mind- to provide the high-
est levels of quality health care,” said Emory. “Partici-
pating in the specialized training tour shows that our
staff is committed to an ongoing process of education,
in bettering their skills and abilities to care for our res-
idents.”

AnnaWear celebrates
25th anniversary

On Friday, Dec. 16, owner Anna Herz celebrated An-
naWear’s 25 years in business with friends, family and
customers who enjoyed refreshments and extra spe-
cial deals on merchandise. AnnaWear is at 355 Main
Street.
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“Ace is the Place!”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157
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Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

Greenleaf Gallery

Custom Picture Framing • Art Pottery
• Jewelry • Home Decor

Robert Tino Art

211 S. 4th St. • 526-9333
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“We’re All About Birds”
Next door to

Mountain Fresh Grocery
at The Falls on Main

828-526-3910

Village Square • Oak at 5th
526-3901 • 800-526-3902

Needlepoint
of

Highlands

Barbara B. Cusachs

Enjoy
Wine

Tastings
every

Saturday
afternoon

Country Club PropertiesCountry Club PropertiesCountry Club PropertiesCountry Club PropertiesCountry Club Properties
“Y“Y“Y“Y“Your local hometownour local hometownour local hometownour local hometownour local hometown

Real Estate professionals.”Real Estate professionals.”Real Estate professionals.”Real Estate professionals.”Real Estate professionals.”
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wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.CCPHighlandsNC.com.CCPHighlandsNC.com.CCPHighlandsNC.com.CCPHighlandsNC.com.CCPHighlandsNC.com
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Please Support Our
Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible
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Creekside suites w/balconies, pet-friendly, deluxe
Jacuzzi & separate shower, gas log fireplaces, Cable
TV w/HBO, Wi-Fi, Continental

22

Suites526-5117 888-526-5117

22
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17

4

4th St.4th St.4th St.4th St.4th St.
BoutiqueBoutiqueBoutiqueBoutiqueBoutique
comfortable
clothing for

women

219 S. 4th St. ...on the hill

526-8878

14
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31

10

In-Town Suites on Mill Creek

12

Reed Family Linens
400 • 600• 1000 ct .Sateen Sheets

...and much more!
Mtn. Brook Center

411 N. 4th St. • 526-5114 12

Personalized Gifts
Monogramming

and more

Corner of Church St. Alley & 3rd St.

828
507-2270

18

www.mountainbrooksuiteshighlandsNC.com

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC

The Highlands
Playhouse

526-26959

9

7

20

20

Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

Tammy Mobley
BIC/Owner

Highlands NC
Realty

535 N. 4th
Cell:

770-337-1000

1

www.HighlandsNC.info

1

Available

But you can call me James!

• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

Mtn. Findings

Ruka’s Table
in Wright Square

Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner daily from

5:30
Bar opens at 4 p.m.

526-3636 8

8

Highlands Plaza
526-5525

21

10

Gone to China!

Will re
open in February

Gather in front of the Town Hall at 210 N. 4th
St. on Saturday morning, Dec. 31, at 9 a.m. and
run a three-mile loop at a relaxed pace around
the downtown area of Highlands, returning to
the Town Hall. Walking breaks for new runners
are encouraged. The run is held “come rain or

shine or ice or snow.” No entry fee.

Annual Resolution Run set forAnnual Resolution Run set forAnnual Resolution Run set forAnnual Resolution Run set forAnnual Resolution Run set for
SaturSaturSaturSaturSaturdaydaydaydayday, Dec. 31, Dec. 31, Dec. 31, Dec. 31, Dec. 31



3646 US 64 East
Sapphire, NC

www.gamekeeperstavern.com

(828)743-4263

Brad Smith, DVM
Stephen Arbitter, DVM

Amanda Whitlock, DVM

828-526-8700
Large, Small, & Exotic

Animal Medicine & Surgery
Laser Surgery Available

Next to Freeman Gas @ 19 Cabe Place, Highlands

828-526-2338
www.ontheverandah.com

...on the Verandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

341 Main Street
Town Square

Highlands
828-526-3788

Dinner from 5:30 nightly
Reservations: 526-4906

Ristorante Paoletti

Monday-Saturday
10a to 6p

MMMMMCCCCCCULLEY’SCULLEY’SCULLEY’SCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
CCCCCASHMEREASHMEREASHMEREASHMEREASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear
Top of the Hill • 242 S. 4th St.
526-4407 • Open 7 days a week

T H ET H ET H ET H ET H E
GAMEKEEPER’SGAMEKEEPER’SGAMEKEEPER’SGAMEKEEPER’SGAMEKEEPER’S
T A V E R NT A V E R NT A V E R NT A V E R NT A V E R N
Dinner: from 5:30

Lounge: 4 until

FFFFFOROROROROR     ALLALLALLALLALL     YOURYOURYOURYOURYOUR REAL EST REAL EST REAL EST REAL EST REAL ESTAAAAATE TE TE TE TE NEEDSNEEDSNEEDSNEEDSNEEDS!!!!!

828-371-2551 (C828-371-2551 (C828-371-2551 (C828-371-2551 (C828-371-2551 (CELLELLELLELLELL)))))
nadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.com
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com

2010
Highlands #1 Agency

and
Highlands-Cashiers

MLS #1 Agent

Jody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody Lovell
828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104

exurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrealtyealtyealtyealtyealty.com.com.com.com.com

Premier Highlands-Cashiers Properties
Let Our Expertise Work for You

828-526-8128
www.mountainviewpropertiesnc.com

Gallery of
Fine American

Handcrafts
including jewelry, pottery,

glass and much more!
2820 Dillard Road

828-526-0229

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop
Custom Quilts
Fabrics, Notions
526-9743
Highlands
Please call for hours &
directions

Voted #1Realtor
in Highlands!

pat.f.allen@gmail.com
patallenrealtygroup.com

828-200-9179
828-526-8784

Pat Allen, Broker-in-charge

26

33

41

29

43

30

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...
and Invest in Your Life!”TM

Read our blog at WhiteOakRG.com and give me a call!

(828) 200-2642 • mal@WhiteOakRG.com

40

125 South 4th Street
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Fudge & Ship Special!
Three 1/2 Pound Fudge Slices

Shipped Nationwide
$19.99

Contact me today!

Gary Garren
(828) 526-2284
gary.garren@rbc.com

Let RBC Bank help you find the 
Mortgage Solutions that are

right for you.

Member FDIC.
31

Mal Phillips, Broker

Joe Deckman
Broker

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com

steria del montesteria del montesteria del montesteria del montesteria del monteOOOOO
RISTORANTE ITALIANORISTORANTE ITALIANORISTORANTE ITALIANORISTORANTE ITALIANORISTORANTE ITALIANO

828-883-2551
1301 US 64, Sapphire, NC

Full Cocktail Bar and Wine List
Lunch 11:30 - 4
Dinner 5 - 9:30

Reservations suggested

Hwy 64 & Carolina Way • 828-526-8300

HighlandsRealEstate.com

Our Passion for the Mountains Starts with You

26
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