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Saturday, March 19

* The Highlands Memorial Post #370
ofthe American Legion meets atthe Shortoff
Baptist Church. Breakfastis at 9 am. Meet-
ingis at 10 a.m. All veterans are invited.

» The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
amoderate-to-strenuous 5.5 mile hike with
an elevation gain of 500 feet to Whiteside
Mountain and the Devil's Courthouse for
dramatic views from the top. Call leader
Virginia Talbot, 526-4904, for reservations.

* Greenway Trail volunteers needed
towork onthe trailin the Rec Park connect-
ing it to the Highlands Historical Society.
Meet at the upper parking lot at the Rec
Park (near the pool entrance) at 9 a.m.
Tools and safety equipment provided. Bring
water, rain gear, and a day pack Work should
be done by noon. Register with Ran Shaffner
at526-5622.

Sunday, March 20

» The Nantahala Hiking Club will take
an easy 2.5-mile hike with an elevation
change of 200 feet to Winding Stair Gap on
a Forest Service road and the Appalachian
Trail. Call Kay Coriell, 369-6820, for reser-
vations.

Tuesday, March 22

* At The Highlands Dialogue’s dis-
cussion at the Civic Center 10-11:30 a.m.,
Virginia Wilson: Handouts article “Creativ-
ity Crisis” from Newsweek July 19, 2010.
For more informaton email John Gaston
johngaston@aol.com.

Thurs.-Sat., March 24-26

* Operation Medicine Drop-off at High-
lands Pharmacy and Main Street Pharma-
cy from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m... Bring prescrip-
tion and over-the-counter medicines to the
take-back eventand keep them out of the
wrong hands. For more information, call the
Highlands Police Department at 526-9431.

PDF Version - www.Highlandsinfo.com

‘ FREE every Thursday l l

Thursday, March 17, 2011

Citizens’ voices heard: board votes 3-2

The prelude to the outcome
of Wednesday night’s Charter-Or-
dinance amendment vote took
place at the 4 p.m. meeting at the
Rec Park where a dozen citizens
turned out to hear and watch the
Town Board discuss for the last

Town asked
to ban
electronic
gambling

Since legalized gambling has
helped other states increase reve-
nues and balance budgets, why
notin North Carolina?

That's what Governor Bever-
ly Perdue is thinking about these
days as the state faces a $2.8 bil-
lion budget shortfall. The lottery
commission says video gambling
operations could mean $576 mil-
lion in state revenues.

Like scores of towns and cit-
iesin the state, Highlands ishome
to electronic gambling but some
want to make sure no new gam-
bling businesses aren’t allowed to
setup shop.

Back in July of 2010 the High-
lands Zoning Board of Adjustment
OK'’d a Special Use Permit (SUP)
for an electronic sweepstakes
gaming business in Wright Square

=See GAMBLING page 4

2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

SUMMER HOUSE

‘Home Furnishing Center’
Monday-Saturday 9-5

time, the pros and cons of amend-
ing the town’s hybrid form of its
Council-Manager form of govern-
ment.

Mayor David Wilkes opened
the 4 p.m. meeting saying it was
called to make sure the two ver-

sions of the amended Charter
Ordinance in the agenda packet
matched the requests put forth at
the March 2 Town Board meeting
by Commissioners Amy Patterson
and Gary Drake.

=See CITIZENS page 13

at bay. See story on page 8.

Girls soccer going strong

Highlands School senior, Ana Damian, Keeper, keeps Brevard

Photo by Noel Atherton

The ‘Z’ word root of
community controversy

Citizens request stronger High Impact Ordinance to
protect property rights

Two county land use ordi-
nances were in the county com-
mission’s sights at Tuesday night’s
monthly meeting — high impact
and soil erosion & sedimentation.

The ordinance that took up

the most time was a requested
change to the High Impact Ordi-
nance due to a proposed commer-
cial motor sports facility in the

«See CONTROVERSY page 8
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WNC'’s rural
schools face
added stress
IN state
budget woes

One system, Macon
County, has found
some solutions others
may learn from

by Stephanie Soucheray
Carolina Public Press
www.carolinapublicpress.org

Five percent. Ten percent.
Fifteen percent.

As superintendent of Macon
County schools, Dan Brigman
balances numbers and percent-
ages in his head all day. But these
intervals of five are particularly
bothersome.

In January, the North Caro-
lina Department of Instruction,
the branch of state government
that most closely handles educa-

=See SCHOOLS page 18

Larry Rogers Construction Company, Inc.
Excavating  Grading ¢ Trucking Trackhoe
Backhoe « Blasting ¢ Utilities
(828) 526-2874

“We are all about birds!”

the bird barn

at the Falls on Main

526-3910
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® | ETTERS ®

Please help us
send the right
message

Dear Editor,

One aspect of the new program
“Gilliam’s Promise” is to secure personal
prescriptions and discourage easy avail-
ability of the commonly abused drugs.
The practice of keeping a few extra meds
just in case of an emergency iscommon
and as Dr. Henry Salzarulo pointed out
in his column in the January 27 edition
of Highlands’ Newspaper could save an
expensive E.R. visit.

Our focus will be to either have re-
sponsible party turn the left-over, out-of-
date, and more dangerous drugs in OR
secure them properly. We would appreci-
ate your help in getting our message out.

Dr. Carter Davis
Highlands

Explaining the
‘reference’

Dear Editor,

In response to Dr. Davis’s letter in
thisissue, | agree that “attractive” drugs
should be secured.

The intent of the column was to ad-
vise patients that the expiration dates on
drugs are, for whatever reason, unrealis-
ticand lead people to dispose of perfectly
good medicine that they might need lat-
er. Think of antibiotic eye drops in the
case of a corneal abrasion, or muscle re-
laxants in the case of acute back pain.

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
Highlands

Swanson makes a
habit of spewing
misinformation

Dear Editor,

Mr. Swanson’s POV column
perpetuates nonsense. Itwould seem as
if any newspaper would have some sense
of responsible reporting. It's one thing
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to voice opinions, but to mislead readers
isanother. Please reread Mr. Swanson’s
article and then read the http://
www.snopes.com/politics/obama/

prayerday.asp.Thanks.
Clark Wheeler
Cashiers
Weber is a hero
Dear Editor,

Bob Weber is my new hero! | wish
there were lots of Bob Webers in our
world, those willing to stand with pas-
sion & conviction, as he did.

He stood for one, old, beautiful ma-
ple tree! No one would listen to him; he
tried to get their attention, got kicked off
the land, got arrested for trying to do it.
Was it really necessary to go that far?
Could someone in charge have asked
Bob Weber, a local professional tree man,
for some advice? Our world needs peo-
ple who aren’t working to get elected or
reelected, who don’t always think “mon-
ey first” but those who care enough to
stand up for something, especially for
those things that cannot speak for them-
selves, like trees, the land, animals, chil-
dren and our environment.

Thank you, Bob Weber, for trying to save
one, beautiful, old maple tree in our
town.
Helen Moore
Highlands

An open letter to
State Senator
Jim Davis

Dear Senator,

I ask that you lead the way for the
NC State Republican representatives and
vote NO to the unnecessary imposition
of agovernment issued Voter ID on
North Carolinians. This will ultimately
be an outrageous and uncalled for
expense for our state budget as well as for
those who can ill afford, but will be ex-
pected, to obtain these IDs.

I have supplied your office with just
one of several available studies on the ul-
timate cost this will impose on all our
taxpayers. Studies, readily available on
the Internet, conclude this is not a cost

=See LETTERS page 3
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. LETTERS continued from page 2

effective effort. Even studies that do not
specifically state the ultimate expense of
implementation, waffle on the actual
benefit of such a bill.

In short, the proposed bill will not
be a solution nor a deterrent to what is a
virtually nonexistent problem, so why
create a taxpayer expense?

Your email response was that our
sources differ, however did not detail or
provide a link to any source where you
find proof other than nonspecific
references. This appears asa ploy to
block the vote of a select segment of
North Carolinians. This same ploy is
now being foisted as a cost-cutting effort
on the public in so many other states.

You further stated that we could
therefore agree to disagree. That would
be fine under other less important cir-
cumstances that would not
negatively impact many of our citizens,
or the state budget.

Needed isa bon afide “do-good
solution” for real and present problems!
Asolution that actually creates jobs,

Pre-eminent
citizens (trees)
deserve our
respect

Dear Editor,

Hooray for Bob Weber, a man with
the courage of his convictions and will-
ing to stand behind them. And hooray
to him for championing an irreplace-
able asset to our community and expos-
ing the possible threat to its survival.

Isn't Highlands supposed to be
some sort of official, or semi-official,
“tree city?” and isn’t Jane Woodruff sup-
posed to be deeply interested in our
community and the welfare of its citi-
zens? Since she is determined to give us
anew post office, perhaps she will see to
it that we get a beautiful old tree to go
with it. | would consider this 100-year-
old red maple as one of Highlands’ pre-
eminent citizens and, as such, deserves
our respect, concern and protection.

Thank you Bob Weber, for your
brave stand and for bringing this to our
attention.

Alice Nelson
Highlands

supports education, benefits our
environment, and other truly pressing
needs. This bill is only a “feel-good

solution” to a mythical problem of exten-

sive voter fraud.

So no, we can’t simply agree to dis-
agree - you have a vote, | do not. My op-
tion asavoter isto request that
you utilize your vote to its highest and
best purpose to benefit our state and our
people.

Mrs. Shirley Ches
Franklin, NC

= See Voter ID story on page 15
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o OBITUARY ®

Phyllis Elliott

Phyllis (Grammy Phyl) EI-
liott, 82 of Highlands, NC, for-
merly of Delray Beach, FL died
Saturday, November 6, 2010 at
home. She is survived by her
husband of 57 years, Donald
H. Elliott, her children, Larry
E. Elliott and wife Karen of

www.aneain

Musty Odor? I's Mold!

Call 823 505.6780

vhomeNC.com

Delray Beach, FL, Donald E.
Elliott and wife Lisa of Cullo-
whee, NC, Philip N. Elliott of
Cullowhee, NC. She was pre-
ceded in death by a son, Ri-
chard Elliott in 1985. Six
grandchildren and three
great grandchildren also sur-
vive. Many, many friends also
survive.

Contributions may be made to the
Christ Church of the Valley, 118 Hwy 64
E. Cashiers, NC, 28741 or to the Charity
of one’s choice.

The family will hold a celebration
of her life on Saturday, March 19, 2011
at 2 PM at the Christ Church of the Val-
ley in Cashiers, NC. Bryant-Grant Fu-
neral Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

bureeyrs

call ahead for take out

Our 4!1 I serves fresh angus burger S
made to order with hand cut french fries,
grilled chicken, and daily specials like

chicken parmesan or pimento cheese burgers.
Grill open from IT am until 3 pm every day.

ﬁ;.}hﬁh\’tl FRESH Eﬁgﬂﬂw

& WINg Mapsed

Corner of 5th & Main, Highlands NC 828-526-2400
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... GAMBLING continued from page 1

—itwasn'tillegal in the state or in High-
lands at the time. Plus, a new law banning
electronic sweepstakes was to go into ef-
fect Dec. 1, 2010, so the board figured the
owner was taking the risk.

But now the game has changed and
citizens want Highlands to change, too.

During the Public Comment portion
of the March 2 Town Board meeting, Zon-
ing Board Chair Tony Potts and Planning
Board member John Underwood asked
the board to consider amending the
town’s ordinance to make electronic gam-
bling in Highlands illegal — mostly be-

cause the governor is now wafting on the
issue despite the Dec. 1 law, which means
more gaming businesses could open in
Highlands.

“Governor Perdue is considering al-
lowing this and manufacturers of the ma-
chines have figured out ways around the
law so we already have these popping up in
Highlands,” said Potts.

Under the current town ordinance, an
Electronic Sweepstakes Gaming business
is considered a place of entertainment and
isallowed in certain zoning districts, as in

=See GAMBLING page 9

« Highlands Fine Dininge

e LOOKING AT LIFE

Nick's Fine Foods

Fine Food For Particular People
Lunch Tues.-Sun. 11 a.mto 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Tues.-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.

Exciting New Menu Items! Best Prime Rib in Town! |
Now offering beer, wine and cocktails!
www.nicksofhighlands.com

108 Main Street « 526-2706

www.wildthymegourmet.com

WILD THYME GOURMET

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!

Gourmet Foods, Fine Wine and Beer
Wed.-Sat.: Lunch: 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Dinner from 5:30.
Closed Sunday-Tuesday

526-4035 + 490 Carolina Way * Highlands

Ristorante Paolett]

Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953

Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Exceptional Wines and Robust Cocktails
Dinner/Bar from 5:30, Thurs.--Mon. « Reservations: 828.526.4906

...on the VVerandah Restaurant on
Lake Sequoyah

Open for Dinner 6-9 p.m. ...
wine specaoraward FT1dAYS and Saturdays through March!

828-526-2338 « www.ontheverandah.com

The Scam — Part 4

Parts one through three
may be read on-line at
www.highlandsinfo.com and
click on LOCAL NEWS or
at the Highlands Newspaper
office at 265 Oak St. in High-
lands.

I worked four years as an
undercover narcotics officer.
This true story occurred in the
early 70’s. Drug lords from
Mariel, Cuba, would not take
over Miami’s drug traffic for
another eight years. Most of
the bulk drug business coming into Miami
was run by Colombians. The names in this
story have been changed but little else. I'm
able to write of these events because | was an
active participant. These were some of the most
frightening times of my career. As always, the
language was atrocious but has been cleaned
up for print. Note: Not suitable for children.

en Carlos Martinez was within
several feet of our van, Peter
opened the end of the heavy duf-

fle bag and rolled it off the arms of his
wheelchair. When the bag hit the ground
with athud, several tightly wrapped pack-
ages of 10 dollar bills spilled on the ground.
The DEA sniper, sitting in the men’s room
at the pier, continued to focus his sightson
Martinez’s head.

“You should congratulate me, Carlos,”
Peter said. “I'm on schedule this morning.
And while | don’t approve
of this show of fire power, |
understand it. Have your
men load the suitcases in

the van and take the duffle
bag. I'll see you in two
weeks.”

Martinez smiled at Pe-
ter. “Asyou can plainly see,
we have you outmanned
and outgunned. If | wished,
I could easily steal your
money but, as I've said all
along, I'm an honest busi-
nessman who detests blood-
shed.”

Martinez signaled and
the two suitcases full of co-
caine were loaded into our
van. Another gunman

Fred Wooldridge

Feedback is encouraged!
email:

askfredanything@aol.com

Fred undercover

scooped up the spilled
money and carried the
duffle bag back toward the
second car.

“Two weeks is an esti-
mate, Mr. Gallo. | may be
ready sooner if you can ac-
commodate me.”

Peter smiled back at
Martinez. “I'm waiting on
you, sir. | have the four mil-
lion you requested. We can
work out a meeting place
when you're ready. Is that
agreeable, Mr. Martinez?

“I'll be in touch,” Martinez said as he
turned and walked toward his Caddy. In
less than a minute, the two cars had cir-
cled the parking lot and headed down the
parking lot’s ramp.

Once out of sight, Gus pulled his ra-
dio from under the seat. “All units, we have
abuy/walk....repeat, we have a buy/walk.
Initiate surveillance.”

A US postal service truck, driven by a
DEA agent with a police detective passen-
ger, pulled in behind the Caddy and the
second car. “We are northbound on Col-
lins,” one agent announced.

The blue station wagon containing
triangular monitoring equipment fellina
half block away from the moving surveil-
lance and began to pick up the signal in-
side the duffle bag. “Eagle one, we have a
strong signal. Apparently, they are not re-
turning to Miami as we are heading north
past 5™, St....copy?”

Peter reached for his ra-
dio, “Nottoo close, damniit.
It would be nice to get our
money back but not necessary.
I want the mother lode so keep
your surveillance loose.”

“Copy that,” the agent in
the mail truck spoke. “We’re
OK. We now have three cars
between us. If they look like
they’re suspicious, we’ll drop
off and let radio surveillance
take it from there.”

*kk

Four days later, in the
Frank Sinatra penthouse suite
of the Fontainebleau Hotel on
Miami Beach, DEA prepared to
«See WOOLDRIDGE page 14




* THE VIEW FROM HERE ©

Safety net or hammock?

be angry, but I'm just plain

mad. In fact, I'm mad as
hell. ’'m mad about govern-
ment waste and government
extravagance. I'm mad that
the military consumes near-
lyaquarter of the federal bud-
get and Medicare another
quarter, that welfare recipi-

I 'm mad. | know | should

Dr.

j

Henry Salzarulo

letting the needy starve in the
streets, because what was creat-
ed as a safety net for the needy
looks like a damned fine ham-
mock for the lazy.

The problem is not the tru-
ly needy or honest Medicare
providers, or the legitimately
disabled. The problem is the
cheaters. But it has occurred to

entsclaim over 10% and gov- Feedback is me that there is a greater prob-
ernment pensioners receive encouraged. lem, and this is a problem the
another 21%. I'm mad that email: conservatives have recognized

retired generals lobby for de-
fense contractors and that big
agriculture and big business suckle at the
federal teat. Today, though, | am maddest
at the individual disability chiseler.

I suppose it’s because | see them every
week, these disabled citizens. They come
in all shapes and sizes, but a good many
are fat, which seems to me scant justifica-
tion for lifelong disability payments. When
asked the reason for their disability, many
look slightly startled, caught off guard. Back
or neck ailments are common explana-
tions. When my question is answered with
ashrug, or “lots of little things,” my blood
boils. I've meta goodly number of disabled
men who hunt and fish regularly.

My Mom had a friend, Louise. When
Mom wanted to lose weight, she decided
to start walking. Louise agreed to join her.
I learned that Louise was disabled, but was
walking a mile or two a day with Mom. |
asked Mom how she could befriend a dis-
ability cheat. Mom answered that she
didn’tapprove, but that Louise had been a
loyal friend and with the exception of her
bogus disability state, was a good person.
It's like saying, “Except for his inclination
torob liquor stores, Jimmy is a pretty good
guy.” I've known doctors who claimed dis-
ability, who believed they were entitled to
more from their insurance premiums
than protection. They felt that all those
monthly premiums entitled them to ear-
ly retirement and lifetime income. Of
course, there had to be another doctor to
validate the claim. There always has to be
anenabler.

I don’t mind supporting the truly dis-
abled, at least not yet, although I'm evolv-
ing rapidly. Maybe tomorrow I'll applaud

hsalzarulo@aol.com

for along time. This is the im-
portant point. Read carefully.

In our attempt to be a compassionate
country, we have created a system which
permits and encourages abuse. Workman'’s
compensation is an example. | know of a
neurosurgeon who no longer operates on
workman’s comp patients. He explains
that, unlike his other patients, they rarely
get better. The orthopedic literature has sep-
arated workman’s comp from the general
population in outcome studies because they
so infrequently improve. Why, we wonder,
are the outcomes so very different? The in-
escapable answer is that many deem con-
tinued income without work preferable to
working for a living. The workman’s comp
commission ultimately “rates,” or assigns
a percentage of disability. It's an example of
asystem that was conceived to protect and
care for the injured worker, but invites abuse
and deception.

So what is the answer? | don’t know,
but recognizing the problem isa start.

We have, as my conservative friends
claim, created a dependent population, one
that is eager to take advantage of the gener-
osity of their fellow citizens, one that be-
lieves that lying and cheating are nothing
more than taking advantage of the loop
holes provided. I've reached the point
where I'd rather see nooses than loop holes.
Lying and cheating are not acceptable and
perhaps the only way to prevent them is to
remove the incentive. Take down the safe-
ty net and it can’t be used as a hammock.
The burden of debt is too large for us to
continue. Perhaps the only way to guaran-
tee a future for our grandkids is to force
people to work for a living; or go hungry
until hunger motivates them to do so.

Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, March 17, 2011 - Page 5

Register your
American Cancer
Society Relay For
Life Team today!

The American Cancer Society Relay
For Life® of Highlands gives everyone in
the community a chance to help the
organization save lives and create a world
with less cancer and more birthdays.
Register your team today by visiting
www.relayforlife.org/highlands or by
calling Lisa Duff,Senior Community
Manager,at 828-994-0431

e Eateries & Specialty Foodse

DUSTY'S

493 Dillard Road (NC 106) Highlands
(828)526-2762

Butcher Shop, Bakery, Produce,
Salads, Wine, Beer, Specialty Foods
& More.

Your one-stop Grocery Store!
Now offering Wraps, Hot Soup and
Salads for lunch every day!

Saturday morning Beignets 9-10

Open Tues.-Fri. 8-5:30 = Sat. 8:30-5:30.
Closed Sun.and Mon.

Corey James
Gallery

20% to
70% OFF
SUPER
SALE
Open
daily until
sundown!

Paintings, Antiques, Lamps,
Furniture, Orientals, Crystal,
Bronzes, Porcelain, Estate Jewelry,
Nick-nacks, & more

Corner of Spring & 3rd. * 526-4818

Whole
Life

Stop by and see our wide selection of
Local Organic Produce,
Specialty Gourmet Foods, Quality
Supplements, Organic Body Care,
Nartural Health Books & References, &
Local Hand-Crafred Gifts.

"For a Healthier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. G4E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Sarurdays 11 am - 4 pm

Call 526-5999

365 Main Street
526-5660

The
Pizza
Place

Monday-Saturday
11a-9p

Your
family
friendly
pizzaria
& sub
shop

Chris and Charlie on in Franklin on the
Highlands Road!

Gourmet Sauces & Spices

&, DRY SInk

HIGHLANDS, H(

* Accessories
e Gourmet
Kitchenware
e Dinner Settings

S i

e

Open Mon — Saturday  10am to 5pm
450 Main Street Highlands, NC 828-526-5226




Page 6 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, March 17, 2011

e Conservamve POV

o why am | paying for gas like itisa
recious commaodity? Good ques-
ion.

While | freely admit that the size and
scope of the oil/gas issue is way beyond
me, being in over my head has never
stopped me before, so | am now going to
answer the question that has bugged you
for years, namely, what’s up with oil? Be-
sides the price, that is.

As is my habit, when tackling a large

Oil, oil everywhere...

issue, I like to go back to the beginning. |
mean literally. In the beginning, God
made the heavens and the earth. Part of
the earth He made arable, that is, suitable
for growing things. Other parts He made
arid, that is, quite dry, and not suitable for
growing things. Still other parts He made
quite cold, suitable only for producing ice
in various forms, and not suitable for liv-
ing things, animal or vegetable.

We happento live in a particularly ar-

e Salons & Spas

Images
Unlimited

Salon

Street « Highlands

Highlights, Color, Cuts & Perms

~ Yonka Facials ~
Microdermabrasion ~

~ Manicures & Pedicures ~
~ Acrylics & Gel Enhancements ~

Gift Certificates
828-526-9477

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Pedicures,
Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. « Monday by appt.

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

(828)526-4192

NC LMBT #1429

Al Seasons Salon

Signature Hair Designs for Men & Women

Razor Cuts » Color  Perms

Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

Barbara & Van = 526-0349 e Open Mon - Sat

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main”
Highlands, NC (828) 526-3939

Massage Therapist: Betsy Phillips

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Opening at 9 am, Tuesday - Saturday
Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo,

Stylist: Heather D. Escandon,
Stylist: Christa Hooper,

T

able area, at least Maude and |
do. We live on the east side of
amountain that is full of
springs, and if anything re-
sembling a seed falls on the
property, boing, and you've
gotatree. Wait awhile and
the tree is 150 feet tall and
spreading little tree seeds all
over the place. Soon, you
have a forest. We used to have

logical.

Those of you with unusu-
al perception will have no-
ticed a flaw in my argument.
The USis not only arable but
also sits on large deposits of
oil. Why so? Let’s just say we
are dually blessed. | know you
have been scratching your
head wondering why, if we

abeautiful view from our

Don Swanson

are floating in and surround-
ed by oil, why do we import

deck, now we live in atree Feedback is 7005 +/- of the oil we need? |
house. encouraged. Email have atheory.
What we probablydon't  swandonson@dnetnet I have mentioned from

have, however, is oil produc-

ible in marketable quantities. On the
other hand, Abdul, living somewhere
over in the oil patch, couldn’t grow a dai-
sy if his life depended on it. Some would
call this the “balance of nature.” OK |
can live with that, as long as you don't in-
sist that it's a coincidence. Seems like a
plan to me. We are seeing the economics
of the grand scheme being played out.
The arid Arab countries sell us oil to run
our economy, and we sell them food to
feed their people.

The plan works fine until some
shortsighted nincompoop starts tinker-
ing around with the “balance” and de-
cidesto replace fuel, naturally occurring
in the world as fossil fuel, with food,
namely corn and more namely ethanol,
and screws up the balance. Food prices
go up asaresult of using corn for fuel;
therefore, oil prices go up because the oil
producing nations have to pay more for
corn and other grains.

Sowho is the culprit in the ethanol
thing? Who is the diving force behind
our (the US) refusing to drill for oil,
which is under some of usand all around
us in economic quantities. Glad you
asked. I don’t know for sure, but I'm
guessing the environmentalists have a
hand in it. The problem with that is, the
environmentalists seem to be a creature
without a visible head. Some have
claimed that there isareligious compo-
nentto it, and on the surface it may be
true. But where is their Rome? Who is
their Pope? Gore may be involved uptoa
point, but not to the level of Pope. Be-
sides, his interest is monetary, not ideo-

time to time, and you have
heard from other sources, that it is said
that America’s supremacy is a bad thing.
Thiswould be logical if only jealous out-
siders made such claims, but more and
more they are coming from our own
people (sad to say). We are all familiar
with Obama’s apology tours, bowing
down to foreign leaders and asking for-
giveness for our overachieving, especially
in the areas of defending much of the
free world and providing aid to people in
need.

The drilling ban in Anwar has
boiled my blood for years. Even the na-
tive caribou are happy with drilling sites
and pipelines. No problem; yet certain
elements of our population whine about
the irreparable destruction that would
come about if drilling ensues in the mid-
dle of nowhere.

Drilling in the continental US and
offshore has been hindered for decades
because of “environmental concerns.”
While the rest of the world produces
most of the world’s supply of oil, ele-
ments of our society fervently fight to
suppress our oil production. As a current
example; from the politico: “The Obama
administration has fired another shot in
the fight over the speed with which the
Interior Department is—or isn’'t — letting
oil drillers work in the Gulf of Mexico.
The administration late Friday appealed
ajudge’s order directing the department
to act on several pending Gulf Coast
deep-water drilling permits.”

Earlier in February, the judge held
the department in contempt, citing its

=See SWANSON page 9
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Embassy in Sydney. I'd gone there to
make sure all of my income tax docu-
ments were in order before | left for Paris.
The Embassy employee asked what coun-
try I was going to after Australia, to let me
know whether I'd be paying more or less
tax there. “France,” | replied. This un-
leashed a torrent of invective, in which he
ranted on and on about France and the
French. The monuments? Overrated. The
people? Loud, snooty, and obnoxious, es-
pecially the Parisians. The bureaucracy?
Overwhelming and needlessly complicat-
ed. I let him ramble on for a while, before
giving him a bright smile. “My mother’s
French,” I said, “From Paris.” “On the oth-
er hand,” the Embassy guy blurted, morti-
fied, “The wine! The food! The culture!”
Nice save, | thought, even for a bureaucrat.
I'd phoned the French Embassy
months before, to make sure all my pa-
perswere in order. All I had to do was con-
tact them a month before my departure,
to getadocument from the Consulate prov-
ing that my things arriving by boat were
just personal effects — and that | wasn't
bringing in anything to sell. Confident
that this was just a detail, | phoned the
Consulate for an appointment. “Do you
also have your visa de long séjour?” | drew
ablank, patiently explaining to the person
on the phone that I'd contacted them
months before, and was told the only doc-
ument I'd need was the one for my chat-
tel. “Ah, non! Non!” said the increasingly
huffy person on the phone. “You must now
getavisa de long séjour before you leave,
and a carte de séjour once you get there.
“OK, how do | get one, and how long does
ittake?” | asked, the feeling of impending
doom gradually overtaking me. “Oh, it
takes about three or four months,” came
the reply. “We send your passport by diplo-
matic pouch, and return it with the appro-
priate stamp when it's approved.” Great.
All my worldly goods were in the belly of a
ship on itsway to France, and | needed my
passport to fly out of Australia and into
France within four weeks. | explained my
situation to the Consulate employee. She
suggested | go to the Préfecture de Police as
soon as | arrived, and throw myself at their

I thad been a slow day at the American

Us and Them, Part 4:

Voir Rouge (Seeing Red)

ad-Armor
michiemead@aol.com

mercy. In other words, “Les carottes sont
cuites” (“My goose was cooked,” trust me
onthisone, it'san idiom).

I arrived in Paris, the birthplace of Au-
guste Rodin, ‘mile Zola, Brigitte Bardot, and
my mother. Barely unpacked, | rushed to
the Préfecture de Police to sort out my legal
standing as quickly as possible. A bored of-
fice employee yawned in my face. “Noth-
ing until September,” he mumbled. “Every-
thing closes down in August.” September
was three months off, and | only had the
automatic three-month tourist visa. Oh,
well. I'd be sneaking in just under the wire,
but it was better than nothing.

September arrived, and, armed with
every scrap of paper | thought the French
government could possibly desire, | trotted
off to the Préfecture de Police on the Tle de
la Cité. Nothing could have prepared me
for the noise and total chaos of that place.
Whole families were there from every cor-
ner of the globe, mostly from former French
colonies. Itwas truly a tower of Babel. Seats
were at a premium, and were jealously
guarded until names were called, when
clumps of people grabbed their things, and
surged toward the appropriate windows.
Trips to the restrooms could cost you your
place in line. | waited and waited and wait-
ed. At the end of the business day, an an-
nouncement came over the PA system. Peo-
ple who had not been seen would have to
go to the desk, and get a new appointment.
I joined the rush to the appointment desk,
getting a date for October, knowing that by
that time I'd have overstayed my welcome
by one month.

October crawled around, and again |

made my way to the Préfecture de Police.
This time | knew the routine. | had stuffed
myself with food, like a foie gras goose,
while avoiding all liquids. Squeezing my-
self into an uncomfortable plastic chair, |
gripped my documents and waited. Mead
is not a French name, and is usually pro-
nounced “May-Add” by native French
speakers. | strained my ears every time a
name was called, thinking it might be
mine. On one occasion, | gotup and ran to
the counter, only to be met by seven mem-
bers of the Mehadi family, who refused to
claim me as one of their own. Hour after
hour rolled by, until, at last, around 3 pm, |
heard it. “May-Add.” | bolted to the counter,
slid my documents under the glass parti-
tion, and smiled broadly at the lady who
was perusing them with obvious boredom.
She seemed particularly interested in the
date stamp, showing that | had been in
France for four months. “Qu’est-ce que vous
foutez en France?” she snarled. (“What the
hell are you doing in France?) Somehow
this was not the welcome | had hoped for,
returning to the land of my ancestors, me,
the daughter of agenuine American Liber-
ator. | proceeded to tell her the tale of my
visa de long séjour woes. She was unim-
pressed. | opened my handbag, and took
outa candy, popping one into my mouth,
and pushing one under the glass partition
at the bureaucratic gorgon across from me.
We stared at each other, sucking on our car-
amels. Finally, a hint of asmile crossed her
face. “You know, for an American, your
French is awfully good,” she admitted
grudgingly. “Oh, my mother’s French,” |
replied. “What?” she shrieked, practically
jumping over the glass partition to embrace
me. “Well, that changes everything.”
Suddenly, there | was, the long-lost
daughter of the République, coming home
after years in exile amongst the Savages.
“Did your mother give up her French citi-
zenship to become an American?” she
asked. In those days, you had to. Daddy was
working in aerospace, on a job with gov-
ernment clearance. My mother had been
told that she either renounced her French
citizenship, or she risked having her chil-
dren taken from her, in case of conflict.

=See JUST HERS page 13
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DUTCHMANS

“Transforming Your
House into a Home”

Rowe Sleeper Sofas
Robin Bruce
Upholstery

Pinecone Hill
Bedding

Bramble Wood
Furniture

Great Gifts

Open
Year Round
342 Main Street
Highlands, NC
828-526-8864

f

DUTCHMANS
CASUAL LIVING
Become a Fan Today!

www.DutchmansDesigns.com
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e CoacH’s CORNER ®

spend hours poring over their brackets before com

ing down with mysterious illnesses on Thursday and
Friday. March Madness is now upon us, and it appears
that this could be the most wide open year ever in college
hoops. So, without further ado, here is a preview of the
tournament. In keeping with the Final Four theme, |
divided things into groups of four. (Handy, isn't it?)

Four players who can carry ateam to the Final Four
(that you have heard of)

* Kemba Walker, UConn — He helped the Huskies
win 5games in 5 days in the Big East tournament and can
get to the rim whenever he wants.

 Jimmer Fredette, BYU — Everyone loves the Jim-
mer, and for good reason, the guy has terrific range and
can also drive the lane. Put up 52 just a couple of games
ago, and may have to do so again for BYU to get the Hous-
ton

It’s that time of year again, the time where people

< Ben Hansbrough, Notre Dame—you probably knew
his brother from his time as Professor Beaker on the
muppets (oh yeah, he played at UNC as well) but Ben
possesses all of the Hansbrough family traits that Tyler
displayed at UNC. He’s physical, tough, and has an im-
mense desire to win in addition to terrific ability.

* Nolan Smith, Duke— Terrific lead guard for Duke
and the best defender on this list, he shut down Kendall
Marshall in the ACC Championship to help Duke dom-
inate that game

Four players who can carry a team to the Sweet Six-
teen (that you probably haven't heard of)

» Kawai Leonard, SDSU — This lanky forward has an
NBA body and the talent to match. He’s the main reason
behind the Aztecs earning a#2 seed in this years dance.

= Keith Benson, Oakland-— At 6’11, Benson is a fu-

PRESCRIPTION POISONING IS ON THE RISE
IN NORTH CAROLINA - LET OPERATION
MEDICINE DROP PROTECT YOU.

OPERATION

MEDIGIN

DROP

TARE BAGK EVENT

For more information, visit www.ncsafekids.org.

Bring prescription
and over-the-counter
medicines to the

take-back event and
keep them out of the
wrong hands.

Date: March 26th, 2011
Time: 10:00am-2:00pm
Location: Bryson's Food & Mtn. Fresh Market

Contact: Highlands Police Department/526-9431

Descent into madness

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

ture NBA player who can change the game with his shot-
blocking and interior presence.

< Noah Dahlman, Wofford — He may not have the
height of Benson, but Dahlman plays huge at 21 ppg and
may have the ability to dominate BYU in the paint with
the loss of Kyle Davies

 Talor Battle, Penn State — Normally this space is
reserved for small conference players, but Battle carried
PSU to the Big 10 Championship game and has the ability
to take over any game.

Four possible Cinderellas

< Richmond —The Spiders defend, defend and defend
some more, and coach Chris Mooney's Princeton offense

can neutralize scoring teams.

» Old Dominion- The Monarchs are one of the best
defensive and rebounding teams in the nation and got a
favorable matchup with Butler in the first round.

< Utah State — They have an impressive 30-3 record
coming into the tournament and a ton of experience with
4 senior starters

» Washington — Despite being a high major school,
the Huskies have been flying under the radar despite fea-
turing one of the best guards in the nation in Isaiah Tho-
mas.

Four Questions for next weekend

< Will Kyrie Irving play for Duke? Reports are that
Irving has been cleared to play and may see action this
weekend. If Irving can reintroduce himself quickly, Duke
becomes even more versatile and talented.

* Was the ACC Tournament a mirage for UNC? The
Heels played horribly for most of the tournament, turning
the ball over more and shooting poorly. Both of those
issues can be a sign of fatigue for the young UNC core of
Harrison Barnes and Kendall Marshall, but if they can find
some energy they have the talent to make a deep run.

* Which#1 seed will fall? 1 have a feeling one of these
#1'swill fall in the opening weekend, and if | had to take a
guess | would say that it will be either Ohio St. falling to
Villanova or Kansas falling to lllinois.

< Which game will Gus Johnson make infinitely more
exciting with his commentary?

* HIGHLANDS SCHOOL SPORTS ®

Lady Highlanders drop game at Brevard

By Ryan Potts

The Highlands High School girls’ soccer team traveled
to Brevard last Friday to face the Lady Blue Devils in a non-
conference matchup.

The Lady Highlanders did not play Brevard last year,
but were looking to avenge a 2-0 loss in the 2009 season to
the Lady Blue Devils. While Highlands looked to start strong,
it was actually Brevard who came out hot early, dominating
the possession early and taking a 1-0 lead just 6 minutes into
the game.

The young Highlanders had trouble maintaining pos-
session against the older, more experienced Lady Blue Dev-
ils, and were unable to clear the ball from their half through-
out the first 40 minutes of the game.

The Lady Blue Devils featured primarily juniors and se-
niors against a Highlands team that starts 6 underclassmen.
Brevard was able to capitalize on their experience, scoring 3
goals in a stretch of 20 minutes to lead 4-0. Highlands was
able to get back in the game somewhat after a goal from
Stephanie Smart cut the lead to 4-1, but Brevard scored 2
more goals in the half to lead 6-1 at the halftime break. Inthe
second half, the Lady Highlanders played inspired soccer,
playing Brevard even to keep the score 6-1.

Highlands will host Tallulah Falls on Thursday in what
will be the home opener for the Lady Highlanders.

... CONTROVERSY from page 1

Clarks Chapel community. The change was requested by
John Binkley, who has become the spokesman for the
ongoing controversy.

Neighbor Herman “Bud” Talley, who owns Nantahala
Meats and has a 45-acre beef cattle farm in Clarks Chapel,
plans to open a motocross practice facility on his land in
the middle of a residential/farming community.

As the High Impact Ordinance now reads, thisisan
allowed use leaving area neighbors with little recourse.

Binkley has been making the rounds speaking out
against the project saying property rights go both ways
and asimple change to “definitions” in the High Impact
Ordinance — specifically, lowering the level of activity
under its current exemptions to include Motor Sports ac-
tivities—would protect Clarks Chapel citizens.

“Itis my opinion that any commercial venture should
fall under the high impact ordinance,” he said. “Our re-

«See CONTROVERSY page 13



... GAMBLING continued from page 4

the Wright Square B2 district.

Now, loopholes have been discovered
in the law banning electronic gambling,
so certain games are allowed statewide
which puts Highlands in jeopardy. Even if
people don’t want those kinds of business-
es intown they can’t be denied without an
ordinance backing it up.

Meanwhile, Perdue says that if these
types of businesses are going to be pop-
ping up, the state might as well regulate
them, make sure they are fair and legal to
the users, and make some money off them.

Proponents of electronic gambling in
Highlands say sweepstake-type machines
already exist in town at a few gas stations
and say it’s contradictory for the NC Lot-
tery to be OK but not electronic gaming.

At July’s Zoning Board meeting, citi-
zen Alice Nelson spoke against granting
the SUP in the first place.

“l don’t think Highlands needs this.
Itis the edge of the wedge. The next thing
we will be deciding is if we want a casino
in Highlands,” she said.

Due to loopholes in the law, talk now
revolves around reinforcing the ban on
electronic gaming put in place by last year’s

General Assembly but struck down, in part,
by a Guilford County judge as “overly
broad.”

Those against legalizing electronic
gambling say the intent of the General As-
sembly’s bill needs to be clarified precisely
to make the gamesillegal.

But the state needs money and the in-
dustry represents a lucrative revenue stream.

For years law enforcement in North
Carolina has tried to shut down the elec-
tronic gambling activity, but for each es-
tablishment they close, several others
open. Furthermore, they have a hard time
policing the video gambling machines. If
the machine offers casino-style slot out-
comes, police can seize the games. But
manufacturers have caught on and have
altered the appearance of the machines for
the businesses in North Carolina.

The Town Board didn’t have much to
say about the request on March 2, but if
members decide to move forward they will
ask the Planning Board to consider amend-
ing the ordinance. The Planning Board will
make a recommendation and the Town
Board will vote on the issue.

—Kim Lewicki

...SWANSON continued from page 6

‘dismissive conduct’ in blocking off-
shore drilling during last year's spill.”
Speaking of the BP et al blowout last
year, at the time, it was reported to be the
greatest natural disaster of all time. It
would irrevocably kill all marine life in
the Gulfand destroy the US east coast,
especially Florida, as a tourist designa-
tion. I walked Miami Beach recently and
there was not a tar ball in sight, buta
whole lot of tourists. The Miami Boat
Show and the Coconut Grove Art Show
were going strong and life was its
normal, hectic self.

When was the last time you
heard any sort of a news report con-
cerning the Gulf spill? Stories of the
price of gasoline seems to have
forced the utter devastation off the
front pages. Here is my theory. Our
recent leaders, including Carter, the
Bushes, Clinton and Obamaare all
one-worlders. Previously, they were
somewhat discrete in leveling the
playing field so the intent was not
overly obvious. The people in oil pro-
ducing countries were poor and we
were wealthy.

If we had to pay more for oil and
not to ourselves, theoretically their

standard of living would improve and
ourswould decline, and in conjunction
with the NEA dummying down the gen-
eral population, we would be ripe for a
one-world government. With the pur-
poseful destruction of the value of the dol-
lar, and other currencies mentioned as re-
placing the dollar as the world’s reserve
currency, looks like lightning is striking
allaround us.

Buckle up —the party is going to get
rough.

Growing Old Is

Mandatory,

But Looking Good
Is Optional...

- Y

Center for Plastic Surgery

526-3783 Or Toll Free: 877-526-3784
209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202 Highlands, NC
wiew. PlasticSurgeryloday.com
Robert T. Buchanan, MD Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
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 Area Health Specialists

295 Dillard Rd - Highlands
(888)2-DR-BLUE  bluelasergroup.com

Each new year, many of our patients elect to go ahead and
use their Flex account to have the All Laser Lasik procedure.
Many even file their tax returns early and use their refunds
to help fund the procedure. Others decide to use one of our
several convenient payment plans.

So why wait another day to make such a positive change in
your life when there are so many ways to make Lasik a
reality for you? Go on and make those bad eyes Blue!

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

278 East Doyle St. = Toccoa, GA

706-886-9439 « 800-884-9439
www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its
gentle touch.

= Dental Implants
= Root Canal Therapy
= Single Visit Crowns
= Orthodontics including Invisalign
= Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!
(1V Sedation, too)
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Ongoing

« At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, various ex-
ercise classes all week long. Call 828-526-1FIT.

* Registration is now open for the 2011 summer nature day
camps at the Highlands Nature Center. Five different camps are of-
fered: “WOW! —a World of Wonder” (ages 4-6), “Amazing Animals”
(ages 7-10), “NatureWorks” (ages 8-11), “Mountain Explorers” (ages
10-13), and “Junior Ecologists” (ages 11-14). Some camps are of-
fered more than once during the summer. Sessions run from Tues-
day to Friday each week. For complete schedules, costs, and other
information, please call 828-526-2623 or visit www.wcu.edu/hbs.

Mon. & Thurs.

+Onthe Mat Yoga at the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation on
Main Street. Upper Level Jones Hall. Mon., and Thurs. at 10:45 a.m.
Bring your mat. 828-482-2128. $10/hour.

Mon., Wed., Fri.

+ Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec Park. 8:30-9:30 a.m.
$20/month.

« Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec Park, 8-9 a.m. $10
per class or $50 a month.

Mondays

+ Closed AA meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the Episcopal Church at Fifth
and Main streets.

Tuesdays

+ Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the Highlands Confer-
ence Center at noon.

New Year’s Special on
Pet Portraits by
Sarah Valentine 10% off when
you I;r‘ing, ad to
Valentine’s Photo
Studio
211 South Fourth Street
@Greenleaf Gallery on “the Hill”
By Appointment Only
Call 828.342.1995
Lets keep them alive with beautiful
portraits!

WOn gol

+ Closed AAWomen's meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the Episcopal Church
atFifth and Main streets.

Tues. & Thurs.

« Study Hall at the Literacy Council of Highlands in the Peggy
Crosby Center from 3 to 5 p.m. Come do your homework, projects
use the resources on site and get help from a tutor. For more informa-
tion, contact Faviola Olvera at (828) 526-0925.

Wednesdays

« The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary meets at 7:30 a.m. inthe
dining room at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Enter the hospital in
the main or emergency entrance and follow the signs downstairs.
Visitors are welcome. Meetings end at 8:30 am.

* Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. at First
Baptist Church.

* The Homegrown Buds, a homeschool 4-H club, meets at noon
atthe Macon County Library on Siler Road in Franklin at 1 p.m.

Wednesdays & Fridays

+ Open AAmeeting at noon at the Episcopal Church at Fifth and
Main streets.

Every 3rd Wednesday

« Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian Fellowship Hall in
Franklin. A$5 soup-supper will be served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Call 828-524-6777 or 706-746-9964.

Thursdays

+ Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church on Main and
Fifth streets.

« The Highlands Writers Group is now meeting at 1 p.m. at the
Library on Thursdays. At one o'clock they will have their free writing
exercises. You may bring a seven minute writing piece to read. New-
comers are welcome. Call Anne Doggett at 526 8009

Fridays through May 27

+ At The Bascom, “Highlands High School Ceramics,” 8-9:30
am. Ceramics for high school age students desiring to learn the art of
ceramics. The curriculum follows NC state guidelines and develops
valuable skills Free. To register contact Highlands Schooal,
828.526.2147.

Every Third Saturday

* The Highlands Memorial Post #370 of the American Legion
meets at the Shortoff Baptist Church. Breakfast is at 9 am. Meeting is at
10a.m. All veterans are invited to attend.

Last Sat. of the month through May 28

+ At The Bascom, “Friends Around the Globe,” 1-3 pm. Fun,
creative, educational activities to build skills through the visual arts.
Lessons will include a variety of media including drawing, painting,
clay and other media. Acollaboration with the International Friendship
Center. Free. To register or for more information, visit
www.thebascom.org or call 828.526.4949, ext. 100.

Saturdays

« AtPaoletti's Restaurant, intimate Wine Tasting at the bar at 1 pm.
Great inexpensive wines from around the world, available for retail
sales daily. Cheese and Crackers are served. Cost: $20 per person
refundable with case purchase.

Through -April 2

+ At The Bascom, view Regional Art League’s annual exhibition.

Friday, March 18

« The High Mountain Squares will dance this Friday night, March
18th at the Macon County Community Building on Route 441 South
from 6:30to 9 PM. Willis Cook from Carnsville GAwill be the caller. We
dance Western Style Square Dancing, main/stream and plus levels.
There will be a Plus Workshop from 6:30to 7 PM. Everyone is welcome.

For information call 828-349-0905, 828-369-8344 or 706-782-0943.

Saturday, March 19

« The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate-to-strenuous
5.5 mile hike with an elevation gain of 500 feet to Whiteside Mountain
and the Devil's Courthouse for dramatic views from the top. Meet at
the Highlands Bank of America at 10:00 a.m. or the trail head parking
lot at 10:15. Share a small parking fee. Bring water and lunch. Drive
8 miles round trip. Call leader Virginia Talbot, 526-4904, for
reservations.

Sunday, March 20

+ The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy 2.5-mile hike with
an elevation change of 200 feet to Winding Stair Gap on a Forest
Service road and the Appalachian Trail. Meet at Westgate Plaza in
Franklin, opposite Burger King, at 2 pm. Drive 20 miles round trip.
CallKay Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations.

Tuesday, March 22

+ At The Highlands Dialogue’s Tuesday discussion, Virginia
Wilson: Handouts article “Creativity Crisis” from Newsweek July 19,
2010. Handouts will be available at the meeting previous to the

Fun event to benefit
Satolah volunteer
firefighters

Neighbors, friends and family from Rabun, Macon
and Oconee counties will gather Saturday, March 26 at
the annual bluegrass and barbecue benefit for the
Satolah, Georgia, volunteer fire department.

The volunteer firefighters and the hard-working
women of the Station 8 auxiliary will begin serving food
at5 p.m., with the music starting around 7 p.m.

Chief James Reed is hoping for a stellar turnout, as
the routine costs for properly outfitting just one volunteer
takes almost $1,000, costs borne by the volunteers. This
family-friendly benefit always has been highlight of
spring (and the official start of the trout season) in this
part of the tri-state area. “We hope everyone will mark
their calendars, and do their best to help —even in these
uncertain times,” Reed said.

Here's the line-up:

 Food plates will include your choice of a smoke
pork barbecue or grilled chicken, served with baked
beans, Cole slaw, applesauce, aroll and soft drink ($7)
oracombo plate with both chicken and pork for $10.
Those with a real appetite also can order a whole butt
($35) or whole chicken ($10) if pre-ordered by Tuesday,
March 22. Call (828) 371-1712 or (828) 371-0722 to
pre-order.

e Then, starting around 7 p.m., get set for the
inimitable bluegrass sounds and singing of both Foxfire
and Chatuga Ridge

e The ladies’ auxiliary also will auction off its
delicious homemade cakes and there will be a raffle.

The station is located 3.5 miles south of the Georgia-
North Carolina line on state Route 28 (the Highlands-
Walhalla Road) and about 2 miles from the Route 28
intersection with Warwoman Road. The publicisinvited
—and bring all your friends!




On going and Upcoming Events

discussion (if not sooner) and at the Hudson Library
inthe Community Box ava|lable during library hours.
The Highlands Dialogue’s Tuesday discussions are
held at the Civic Center from 10-11:30 a.m. For
more information email John Gaston
johngaston@aol.com.

+ At the upcoming Ladies Night Out program,
6:30 pm in the cafeteria at Angel Medical Center.
The topic will be Overcoming Depression and Stress
Reduction. According to the National Alliance on
Mental lliness, major depression affects over 15
million American adults. Depression occurs twice as
frequently inwomen as in men, for reasons that are
not fully understood. Major depression can
significantly interfere with an individual's thoughts,
behavior, mood, activity, and physical health.
Among all medical illnesses, major depression is
the leading cause of disability in the United States.
Ladies Night Out speakers will include Susan Marks,
MSW, LCSW. Susanis a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker with The Life Counseling Center in Clyde,
NC. For more information about Ladies Night Out,
call Jennifer Hollifield at 349-2439.

Wednesday, March 23

* The Piccadilly Circus will be celebrating 25
years of entertaining families when it pulls into Westemn
Carolina University's Ramsey Regional Activity
Center for two shows Wednesday. Shows will begin
at4:30and 7:30 p.m. Children will be admitted free
with a paying adult, and coupons are available at
area schools and businesses. Piccadilly Circus
features include “Elephant Extravaganza,”
“Motorcycle Madness,” the giant jungle monster
Katunga, the Mongolian Angels contortionists and a
boxing kangaroo named Rocky. Tickets are
available online at www.TheFunCircus.com using
the code word “circus,” or at the door. Adult tickets
are $28 and “VIP” seats are $35. The cost s $7 for
achild to upgrade a free ticket to a VIP ticket. For
more information, call the Ramsey Center at 828-
227-76717.

Thurs.-Sat., March 24-26

* Operation Medicine Drop-off at Highlands
Pharmacy and Main Street Pharmacy from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.. Bring prescription and over-the-counter
medicines to the take-back event and keep them out
of the wrong hands. For more information, call the
Highlands Police Department at 526-9431.

Friday, March 25

+ Highlands-Cashiers Hospital will offer a
special reception and hospital update to area Realtors
interested in learning more about the hospital Friday.
The complimentary mid-morning session will begin
at10a.m. and willinclude refreshments. The event
will provide participants an in-depth look at the
hospital's day-to-day operations while hearing latest
news and updates from President and CEQO, Craig
James. For more information or to RSVP, please

call (828) 526-1434.

Saturday, March 26

+ Operation Medicine Drop-off at Bryson's
Foods and Mountain Fresh Market from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.. Bring prescription and over-the-counter
medicines to the take-back event and keep them out
of the wrong hands. For more information, call the
Highlands Police Department at 526-9431.

* At The Bascom, Winter Barn Dance honor-
ing veterans from 7-10 p.m. Tickets are $5. Call the
Chamber of Commerce at 526-2112.

+ The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a
moderate 4-mile hike to Lower Whitewater Falls from
the Bad Creek Reservoir parking area. Meet in
back of the Wachovia Bank in Cashiers at 10 am.
Drive 22 miles round trip. Bring water and lunch.
Callleaders Mike and Susan Kettles, 743-1079, for
reservations.

 The Satolah, Georgia, volunteer fire
department holds its annual benefit, Saturday, at the
firehouse on Route 28. Food at 5, smoking bluegrass
at 7. Slow-cooked pork barbecue or grilled chicken
with all the trimmings, $7 per plate for adults, $10 for
acombo plate. Whole butts ($35) and whole chickens
($10) also can be pre-ordered if you call (828) 371-
1712 or (828) 371-0722 by Tuesday, March 22.
Music and singing by Foxfire and Chatuga Ridge.
And don't miss the homemade cake auction and
raffle. All proceeds benefit this volunteer fire station.
The publicis invited.

Tuesday, March 29

+ At The Highlands Dialogue’s Tuesday dis-
cussion, Bill West: Poet Discussion. Handouts will be
available at the meeting previous to the discussion (if
not sooner) and at the Hudson Library in the Com-
munity Box available during library hours. The High-
lands Dialogue’s Tuesday discussions are held at
the Civic Center from 10-11:30 a.m. For more info
about the Highlands Dialogue please e-mail John
Gaston johngaston@aol.com or Karen Hawk
hwkncrw@earthlink.net.

Wednesday, March 30

+ Macon Savings Bank Blood Drive, One Cen-
ter Court, Franklin, 10 am to 2:30 pm. Please call
524-7000 for more information or to schedule an
appointment. Walk-Ins Welcome! Appointments pre-
ferred.

Thursday, March 31

+ Bonsai workshop at the Highlands Biological
Station. 1-3 pm. Ahands-on workshop for beginners,
presented by Dr. Bob Gilbert. $20 per person.
Advanced registrationis required due to limited space;
please call horticulturist Cyndi Banks at 828-526-
018 for more information and to sign up.

Friday, April 1

+ Calling all Independents and Democrats! April
Fool's Political Vent at the Hudson Library Meeting
Room from 6-9:30 p.m. Featuring the Wild Hog Band.
Appetizers will be served. BYOB. $7.50 per person,
$20 per couple.
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Highlands School Kindergarten
Registration is April 7

Kindergarten Registration is a special time for both parents and students. On
April, Kindergarten registration for the 2011/2012 school year will begin, for parents,
at 10 AM in the school’s media center. The itinerary is listed below. To make the
transition from preschool to Kindergarten as fun and positive as possible, we would
like to offer the new students a taste of great things to come by providing transportation
to and from Highlands School for registration.

At approximately 10:30 on April 7, Highlands’ school bus driver, Jack Philpot, will
begin picking up students aboard one of our activity buses starting at the United
Methodist Church. He will stop at each day care center to pick up students and all
should arrive at Highlands School by 10:50. PTO volunteers will be on the bus to help
with the students. Students not enrolled in a day care center may meet before 10:30 at
the Highlands Community Child Development Center, Inc. located at 89 Church
Street, Highlands, to catch the bus.

Riding the “school bus” is an exciting experience for the students. Please encourage
your child to ride to school on the bus that day whether or not you plan for your child
to ride during the school year. Please note: the bus will be returning students to the day
care centers.

Every child riding the bus on April 7th, must have a permission slip. Permission
slips are provided in each registration packet. Extra registration packets and bus
permission forms will be available at the Child Development Center and at Highlands
School.

Please fill out all of the following registration forms completely and bring them
withyou on

April 7t

1. Home Language Survey (white/triplicate)

2. Student Information Management Sheet (pink) both sides

3. Ethnicity Letter (white)

4. Macon County Schools Student Residency Questionnaire Form (yellow)

5. Highlands School Transportation (salmon)

6. Macon County Schools Consent Form and Internet Policy (goldenrod)

7. New Student Library/Lunch form (white)

8. Kindergarten Admission Information—Parent’s Rating (white)

9. North Carolina Kindergarten Health Assessment Report (blue)

10. Macon County Schools Child Nutrition Services Diet Modification Request
(ifapplicable; requires physician’s signature) Any forms (except the Health Assessment)
not returned will need to be completed on April 7.

AKindergarten Health Assessment is mandated by law for all children entering
kindergarten. Kindergarten Health Assessment forms must be turned in prior to the first
day of school. Please make sure that ALL the information on the Kindergarten Health
Assessment Form is completed.

In addition to these documents, the following items should be presented at
registration on April 7™ for photocopying:

1. Certificate of Immunizations (School must have within 30 days from the
start of school). Students without a complete Certificate of Immunizations presented
within 30 days from the start of school will be placed on administrative suspension
until in compliance.

2. Social Security Card

3. Certified Birth Certificate (must present original, certified birth certificate.
No copies or “uncertified” birth certificates will be accepted.

4. Proof of Residency (See attached)

5. Ifyou are not the biological parent of the child enrolling, and/or there is a
custody agreement in place, please provide any legal documents you have giving you
authority to enroll the child (i.e., custody papers, name change documentation,
adoption papers or educational domicile affidavits).

The faculty and staff look forward to meeting you and your child. Please call 526-
2147 with questions.
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® PLACES TO V\WORSHIP ®

What would
St. Patty
think?

The Rev’d Jim Murphy,
Christ Anglican Church

Ireland and the first Christian bishop at Armagh,

was a towering figure of faith in Jesus Christ. We can
learn much from his steadfast dedication and the
intriguing change of heart that he underwent. Then too,
we might wonder what he would think of today’s versions
of church and society, of green beer, leprechauns and
shamrocks.

Born in Britain, Patrick grew up in a nominally
Christian home. His family attended church, much like
many folks today, but church barely made an impact on
their lives. Other than his father’s service as a deacon in
the church, the tell-tale signs of Christian faith in the one
who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life were largely lacking
from his family’s day-to-day life.

At a young age, shortly after Patrick’s 16™ birthday,
he was captured and taken by Irish pirates to present-day
County Mayo, where he was enslaved as a herdsman.
Due in large measure to his loneliness and enslavement,
he turned passionately to the God he vaguely remembered
from his youth. Jesus responded. The Lord inspired him
to seek his freedom and he did so, making his way back to
his family in Britain. However, he was not the same Patrick
that his family had known.

Patrick, owing much to answered prayers, dedicated
his life to the God who saved and saves him. Soon
thereafter, he studied for ministry in the church and was
ordained. Before too long he accepted a divine call to
return to the land of his captors and to share his saving
faith with them. He evangelized and educated some of
the very brigands who had enslaved him. In his Confession
he described himself as Bishop, though it is not believed
that he was ever formally consecrated such. Nevertheless,
he ordained priests, monks, and nuns, starting churches,
schools and monasteries in the process. Patrick was a
man on a mission, spending the rest of his life in ministry
to his one-time oppressors on the Emerald Isle.

Would that the church of our day have the same effect
on the lives of young people! Saint Patrick stands as a
stellar example of one who's faith in Christ and a zeal for
God’s kingdom inspired him to serve those who
persecuted him. That first bishop at Armagh understood
well God’s call to a service of love — not of self, but of
others. He followed in the footsteps of our Lord, who
“came not to be served but to serve and give his lifeasa

St. Patrick (c. 390—c.460), the patron saint of

=See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING pagel6

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School — 10 a.m., Worship — 11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting — 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999
Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770
Sundays: 10 a.m. — Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
Worshipping at the facilities of
Whiteside Presbyterian Church, Cashiers
Sun.: Holy Communion - 9:00 a.m.; Adult Forum -
10:45, Bucks Coffee Cafe, Cashiers
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at members’ homes - 6
p.m.
Wed.: Mens Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist
Church
Thurs.: Womens Prayer Group - 10 a.m., Whiteside
Presbyterian Church; Healing Service at noon
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11
Prayer — 6:30 p.m.

Evening Service — 1st & 3rd Sunday - 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com = 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30 am: Adult Sunday School
10:30 am: Middle School; 10:45 am: Children’s
Program,. Worship Service. 12:30 pm Student Arts
Group, 5 p.m. High School
Wed.: 6pm: CBC University Program
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
526-2968
Reverend Denson Franklin
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite Il)
Monday: 4 p.m. Womens Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Mens Cursillo Group
4:30 PM. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice
Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Daughters of the King
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Charles Harris, Pastor « 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School — 9:30 a.m.;
Wed.: Mens Bible Study 8:30 a.m.,

Prayer Meeting — 6:15 p.m., Choir — 7:15-8:15 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor
Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship — 11 a.m.; Sun. School - 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m. — Mens Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays - Choir — 7
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Sixth Street
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study — 7
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
221 N. 4th Street
Sunday: School 9:30 a.m.; Morning Worship 10:45
a.m., Evening Worship, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.; 5 p.m.
Youth
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 - children, youth, & adults
studies; 6:15 — Adult choir (nursery provided for
Wed. p.m. activities)

Thurs:12:30 — Womens Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howvell
2152 Dillard Road - 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion
group 9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion - 10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11
Choir - 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. — 7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor: Clayton Lopez = 828-743-9704
Independent Bible Church
Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Serenity Chapel at Trillium
Village, Glenville.

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor
Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: — 9 a.m.: Sun., Thurs. & Fri
Saturday Mass — Mem Day through Oct. at 4 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School =10 a.m.; Worship -11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. — 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 10:45 a.m.;
Evening Worship — 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth — 7 p.m.

For more information call 526-3212.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.

Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study — 7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive = 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth from 8th - 12th grades meet the second
Sunday of each month from 5 - 7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11




... CITIZENS continued from page 1

Both Commissioners said the ordi-
nance was what they wanted and after a
45-minute last ditch attempt by the Mayor
to turn the vote — Patterson asked “What
are we doing here? We have the two ver-
sions, let’s vote on them tonight.”

Wednesday night the vote was 3-2 in
favor of leaving the town ordinance as it
now stands with the Police Chief and Zon-
ing Administrator working at the pleasure
of the Town Board — as intended by the
previous Town Board headed by Mayor
Don Mullen which changed the town’s
form of government from its hybrid May-
or-Council form to the hybrid Council-
Manager form.

Several citizens spoke during the Pub-
lic Comment period —and as has been the
case since November, the majority were
for keeping the ordinance the same. Basi-
cally, citizens want to keep accountability
and representation through their elected
officials and believe more heads are better
than one when it comes to several town
issues including the hiring and firing of
employees.

Those who spoke in favor were Patrick
Taylor, Steve Day, Alice Nelson, Charlie
Dasher, Sandra Baty, John Underwood, Jim
Lewicki, Alan Marsh and Elaine Johnson.

Those who spoke for changing the or-
dinance to make the Police Chiefand Zon-
ing Administrator work at the pleasure of
the Town Manager instead of the Town
Board, thereby changing the current ordi-
nance, were Richard Delaney, Dick Hills,
and Brian Buckley.

Prior to the vote, Mayor Wilkes said
the issue had divided the town and regard-
less of the outcome wants the citizenry and

the Town Board to come together and work
for the betterment of Highlands.

“The numerous discussions about this
have reached a point of polarization which
isn't good for Highlands,” he said. “What-
ever the vote, we need to back the majority
of the board and support it.”

Also prior to the vote, Commissioner
Gary Drake said he wanted the people who
have been attending the meetings on the
subject to understand that though they
claim he isn't listening “to the citizens’
wishes” he is.

“lam listening to you, | just don’t agree
with you. There are people in the commu-
nity who agree with me. So | can listen to
you but agree with someone else,” he said.

Other changes in the ordinance in-
clude:

Amending Sec. 2-47 “...No addition-
al positions or changes to duties of existing
positions shall be made by the Town Man-
ager without prior approval by the Board.”

Adding Sec. 2-48 that says the Town
Manager shall consult with the Board of
Commissioners in closed session prior to
the hiring or firing of any employee, un-
less circumstances require immediate ter-
mination.

Deleting Sec. 10-56, which dealt with
avoluntary police department, as well as
all other sections referring to it.

And amending Sec. 701.1, which re-
fers to the Zoning Administrator, by add-
ing Planning Director to the title.

Commissioners Patterson, John Dot-
son and Dennis DeWolf voted to keep the
town’s hybrid form of Council-Manager
government the way it is now.

—Kim Lewicki

...JUST HERS continued from page 7

Fortunately for me, | was already four
when this happened, so according to
French law, | was born to a French citizen,
and was French. “I can’t give you a visa,”
said the bureaucrat. “You're French.”
Armed with this bit of unexpected news, |
went home, stopping on the way to make
an appointment at my local City Hall for
my French nationality papers.

Several weeks later, | sailed though the
massive doors of the Mairie du 14e, where
my parents had married at the end of the
War. | had come prepared, bringing with
me my birth certificate, my parents mar-
riage license, my French grandparents mar-
riage license, my mother’'s American citi-
zenship papers, my certificate of baptism
and my library card (just for good mea-

sure). All documents in English had been
translated and notarized by official govern-
mentapproved translators. The lady behind
the glass partition stared at my paperwork,
shrugged, and pushed my documentation
back across at me. “I can’t give you a carte
d'identité (an official French ID card),” she
stated solemnly. “You're American.”

= About the Author: Michelle A. Mead-
Armor moved to Highlands several years
ago to live on top of a mountain on the
Continental divide near Highlands with
her precious late husband, author and at-
torney, John C. Armor, and two very spoiled
cats. Michelle is a dual citizen of the USA
and France. She found out that she could
also apply for Irish citizenship through her
father's mother, but thought it was gilding
the lily.
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... CONTROVERSY continued from page 8

quest to you is to take a look at reworking
the definition so it conforms with the oth-
er parts of the ordinance.”

Talley doesn't believe he will be de-
grading the community with his facility;
he wants to build a practice motocross
course that could legally operate without
restrictions for 365 days a year.

At the county commission meeting
Tuesday night, Binkley offered veiled threats
of lawsuits, likely from both sides, he said,
if the county doesn’t do something to pro-
tect the property rights of Clark Chapel
residents.

Binkley said that if the commission
takes a stand to protect the rights of resi-
dents against commercial projects in resi-
dential communities, it will strengthen the
appeal of Macon County to outsiders.

“If you don't, it will tell people who
might move here that anything goes,” he
said.

Basically, this comes down to the “Z-
word,” a fighting word in Franklin and
most parts of the county outside Highlands’
town limits.

There are citizens who believe that it
isa person’s prerogative to do whatever he
or she wants on their property regardless
of how it affects the quality of life or prop-
erty values of neighbors.

And that’s what Commissioner Ron
Haven said Tuesday night. “I am against
zoning in any way and in any form in this
county,” he said, “but | see what is being
asked for here and believe more discus-
sion is needed.”

Binkley wanted the commissioners to
tell the Planning Board to amend the ordi-
nance right away, before the motocross
project moves too far along and ends up
being grandfathered in, should the ordi-
nance be eventually changed.

Attorney Chester Jones said a person
has a vested right (grandfathered rights) if
substantial expenditures are documented
and if he moves ahead with the projectin
good faith which was based on valid gov-
ernmentapproval.

Since the commission doesn’t know
if Talley’s case hits all those points at this
time, it didn’t feel there was a sense of ur-
gency.

Add that to the fact that the commis-
sion just met with the Planning Board to
set priorities — one of which was not
amending the High Impact Ordinance —
and Binkley’s request was shot down.

Commissioners agreed the issue need-
edto be looked into but felt it was the Plan-
ning Board's job to do so because the peo-
ple on the board took years to construct
the High Impact Ordinance and so should
be involved inan in depth discussion con-
cerning its changes. “We have no guaran-
tee as to rapidity either way,” said Com-
mission Vice-Chair Bobby Kuppers, liai-
son to the MC Planning Board. “The Plan-
ning Board needs time to discuss this. It
took a long time to work out the ordinance
and they need adecentamount of time to
consider changing it.”

Commission Chair Brian McClellan
said he didn’t think this one issue should
be put in front of the priorities set by the
commission at its joint meeting with the
Planning Board.

The second ordinance was the soil &
erosion ordinance which involved ver-
biage changes as mandated by the state;
turns out the county’s ordinance wasn’t as
stringent as the state’s ordinance. Coun-
tys or municipalitys ordinances can be
more stringent than the state’s but not less.

The mandated changes were in sec-
tions 153.07 (B) Graded Slopes and Fills;
Roadsand 153.07 (C) Ground Cover.

Applying to graded slopes and fillson
roads, “The angle for graded slopes and
fills shall be no greater than the angle
which can be retained by vegetative cover
or other adequate erosion control devices
or structures. In any event, slopes left ex-
posed will, within 21 calendar days of com-
pletion of any phase of grading, be planed
or otherwise provided with ground cover,
devices or structures sufficient to restrain
erosion. (Changed from 30 or 45 work-
ing days).”
Applying to ground cover, .. .Except as pro-
vided in section 153.08.B5, of this chap-
ter, provisions for a ground cover sufficient
to restrain erosion must be accomplished
within 15 working days or 90 calendar
days following completion of construction
or development, whichever is shorter.
(Changed from reference 153.17 and 30
working days or 120 calendar days.)

As required by law, a public hearing
has been set foramendments to the Soil &
Erosion Ordinance on April 12, but since
there will be no changes to the High Im-
pact Ordinance at this time, it will not be
included in the public hearing proceed-
ings.

— Kim Lewicki
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...WOOLDRIDGE continued from page 4

arrest Carlos Martinez and seize his cocaine,
street value of four million dollars.

Peter plopped into his wheelchair and
asked for quiet. Twenty-two DEA agents
and detectives, crammed into the suite,
obeyed. Some sat on the spiral stairs to the
upstairs bedrooms while others watched
from the balcony overlooking the living
room. Some stood out on the patio, leav-
ing the sliding doors open so they could
hear.

Peter cleared his throat and spoke soft-
ly. “Listen up and let’s get this right. We
won't getasecond shot at this. Again, | want
everyone going home to their families to-
night so keep your head out of your assand
complete your assignment. Is there any-
one who isn’t sure of his assignment?
Speak up, now.”

Peter waited and the room grew death-
ly quiet as everyone realized the serious-
ness of this moment. Peter spoke again.
“Seven floors below us, Carlos Martinez
and hisgunmen are sitting in their room.
Somewhere out on the street, he has his
men riding around in an unknown vehi-
cle containing cocaine with a street value
of four million dollars. Our outside sur-

veillance has not found that vehicle as yet
and may never spot it until it pullsup on
the ramp in front of the hotel. This is a
buy/bust. Isthat clear....this isa buy/bust?
Martinez is one dangerous SOB and if he
plans on ripping us off, this is the time for
that to happen.”

The quiet in the room was eerie. | sat
on the sofa and went over my assignment
in my head. I was unhappy | was not going
into Martinez’s room with Peter for the
arrest but understood this was DEA's show.
I would remain just outside the door with
apasskey to the room. When Martinez was
arrested, Gus would open the door and al-
low myself and three other detectives to
enter and assist with the arrest.

Twenty minutes passed before the
phone rang in the Sinatra suite. Peter
picked it up, “Hello, this is Gallo.” Peter
listened as Martinez gave him details of
the transaction. Peter hung up and smiled.
“There’s a white van sitting on the ramp
of the hotel with our mother lode. Show-
time, gentlemen. Let's geton it.”

The suite slowly emptied as each
agent headed for his assignment.

Snake, DEA’s lab tech. and two other
DEA agents approached the van at the ho-

tel’s driveway. The driver recognized Snake
from the meeting at the dog track and invit-
ed him into the back of the van.

“What about the valet? Is he going to
run our asses out of here?” Snake asked the
van’s driver.

“I gave hima C note and we are good as
long as | stay with the truck. It’s cool,” the
driver responded.

Two of Martinez’s gunman opened the
four large suitcases, exposing kilo bags of
cocaine. Snake counted the bags and then
pulled four testampoules from his pocket
and laid them on the bags. Pulling a pocket
knife from his pocket, he made a tiny slitin
four of the bags he picked at random. Each
bag tested positive for cocaine. Snake
climbed out of the van and nodded to the
two DEA agents waiting just outside. Then
Snake walked into the hotel lobby and called
Peter from a hotel phone.

“Peter, this is Snake. We are good to go.
Nice quick color change. I'm heading back
tothevan.”

“Good. As planned, Fred has four uni-
formed cars waiting a block away for his
signal to swarm and block the hotel’s
ramp,” Peter responded. “Don’t make ar-
rests until you see the squad cars driving up
ontheramp.”

“I'm not a rookie,” Snake grumbled.
“Are you nervous about this bust?”

“A little,” Pete said. “All these guys
have hair triggers. Just stay safe down
there.”

Snake hung up the house phone and
stood pondering his conversation with Pe-
ter. He trusted Peter’s instincts and it wor-
ried him that he was nervous. Snake re-
turned to the van and sat in the front pas-
senger’s seat to await the bust.

Peter rolled his wheelchair into the
hallway of the hotel and headed for the
elevators. Gus and I, along with my part-
ner, Jim, carried the suitcases containing
the four million dollars. When we reached
Martinez’s room, | knocked softly on his
door. Agunman opened the door, looked
down the curved hallway in both direc-
tions and then pulled the door open so
Peter could enter. | sat one suitcase on the
arms of Peter’s wheelchair and Peter en-
tered, followed by Gus carrying the other
suitcase. The door was quickly shut, leav-
ing Jim and me in the hallway. Once the
door was closed, two more police detec-
tives joined us in the hallway.

Weapons drawn, we waited for Gus to
open the door to assist with the arrest. |
held a passkey in my other hand. Two
guests, a man and woman, exited their
roomand headed our way. When they spot-

«See WOOLDRIDGE page 16
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Voter photo ID proposal could increase state budget expenses
and burden older ‘faithful voting block’

By Kathleen O. Davis
Carolina Public Press
www.carolinapublicpress.org

Republican leaders in the North Carolina General
Assembly plan to propose a bill requiring citizens to
present valid photo identification when they vote, a mea-
sure that could create more costs for the state and place
additional burdens on older voters, a large and growing
demographic in Western North Carolina.

An analysis by Facing South and the Institute for
Southern Studies, which sponsors Carolina Public Press,
concluded that enacting such a law could cost the state an
additional $18 million to $20 million over three years to
implement.

When asked about the Republican plan to try to pass
a voter photo identification law, North Carolina State
Board of Elections Larry Leake recently said, on Feb. 28, “I
don’t have real strong feelings about it one way or the
other.”

Leake, a Madison County attorney and Democrat,
said he thought the Facing South/ISS cost estimates for
implementing such a law sounded high.

While he said he did not have specifics about the yet-
to-be-filed bill, Leake also said he did not think such a law
would create great challenges for local boards of election.

Current identification requirements

Poll workers already are required to check for identi-
fication in certain voting situations, Leake said, although
that identification does not always need to be in the form
ofaphoto ID.

When someone registers to vote in North Carolina,
his or her identification is cross-checked with North Caro-
linadriver’s license and Social Security information. Ac-
cording to state law, if a first-time voter’s data does not
match, he or she must present specific identification upon
voting for the first time.

Valid identification in this situation can be acurrent
driver’s license or other form of government-issued pho-
to identification. It also can be adocument—a utility bill,
apay stub or W-2, a bank statement or a document from
agovernment agency that has the voter’s name and cur-
rentaddress.

Older citizens make up large voting block

AARP North Carolina Communications Director Bob
Garner said that with voter fraud not being a significant
issue in North Carolina, AARP North Carolina’s position
is that a proposed voter photo identification law is un-
necessary and burdensome to older citizens.

“The people we represent are the most faithful vot-
ing block of all, yet more likely to not have a photo I1D,”
Garner said.

After someone gives up driving, for example, it is not
uncommon for that person to not maintain photo iden-
tification, he said. Older widows sometimes keep bills,
bank statements and other accounts in their deceased
spouses’ names, Garner said.

Several Western North Carolina counties have larger

percentages of people age 65 and older as compared with
other counties and with North Carolina as a whole, ac-
cording to U.S. Census Bureau data.

North Carolina had 1.14 million registered voters
age 65 and older at the time of the November 2008 elec-
tions, according to the North Carolina Center for Public
Policy Research. These senior voters had a 76 percent turn-
out in those elections compared with a statewide turn-out
of 70 percent.

“It'sa population that registers to vote and votes con-
sistently,” Garner said. “A (voter) photo ID law is just go-
ing to be an inconvenience and obstacle, and we don’t see
that it's right.”

State sends letters to 637 asking for 1D
verification

Veronica Degraffenreid, elections liaison with the state
Board of Elections, said the agency would follow whatever
is mandated by any law the legislators pass.

“There are measures already in place that we believe
have kept voter fraud at bay...We do our best to have a
clean voter database,” she said.

One such measure is taking the statewide voter data-
base and cross-referencing it with U.S. Postal Service
change-of-address information, Degraffenreid said. An-
other is the systematic removal of convicted felons from
the voter rolls, she said.

These processes “are ensuring we've not seen wide-
spread voter fraud,” Degraffenreid said.

Another recent effort to prevent voter fraud involved
the state Board of Elections, on Feb. 22, mailing a citizen-
ship inquiry letter to 637 registered voters holding “legal
presence” driver’s licenses across the state.

“Legal presence” driver’s licenses are issued to people
who are not United States citizens but who are present
legally in North Carolina, said Don Wright, general coun-
sel for the state Board of Elections. People in North Caro-
lina on work visas, for example, might possess “legal pres-
ence” driver’s licenses.

These 637 registered voters — out of more than 6.1
million registered voters in North Carolina— were iden-
tified when the state Board of Elections recently cross-
checked voter registrations with North Carolina Division
of Motor Vehicles records.

The “vast majority” of the citizenship inquiry letters
were sent to people in Mecklenburg and Wake counties,
Wright said, though some were sent to people in Western
North Carolina, too. For example, Wright said letters were
sent to 14 Buncombe County residents, eight Henderson
County residents and one Haywood County resident.

As of March 7, Wright said 114 of these 637 registered
voters had responded to the Board of Elections’ letter and
had provided documentation proving they were U.S. citi-
zens.

Thirty-eight registered voters were determined to not
be U.S. citizens, so they were removed from the voter
registrations rolls, he said. Of those 38, five had voted in
an election, Wright said. The state Board of Elections was

waiting for responses from the recipients of the remain-
ing 485 letters.

Wright said he had *“no opinion about voter fraud” with
regards to the results of the mailing and that any determina-
tion of voter fraud would be up to district attorneys.
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Susan Birmingham makes the loudest recorded human
shout, 120 db. Compare that to a pig’s squeal, ranging from
110-115 decibels or the Concorde jet, which is usually under
112 decibels.

Want to stand out in a crowd?

One way to do it is to get real loud.
Think you may be hard of hearing?
Not a problem if you're nearing
Ms Susan Birmingham,
who is working, practicing, learning and
is now prepared to yell,
something she does very, very, very well.
you and | are much less able
at reaching her level of decibel.
Let’s do our modest best to give a shout out

to this woman who is the loudest here about.
... from the History Guy

$17 weekly
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ted our weapons, | pulled my identification and put my
finger to my lips. “Shh....police,” | whispered. The couple
hurried toward the elevators.

Five minutes passed and it seemed an eternity. Then,
two gunshots were heard inside the room. | shoved my
passkey into the lock and opened the door. | pushed the
door open wide and entered the narrow passageway into
the room.

“He’s in the bathroom. Martinez and another gun are
in there,” Peter called out from a prone position behind
the bed. I spotted one of Martinez’s gunmen lying on the
floor bleeding pretty bad. The gunman was conscious and
still holding his weapon. I stepped on his wrist and shoved
my automatic into his mouth. “You're going to hell earlier
than expected unless you release your weapon.” The gun-
man complied and was handcuffed.

I raced to the room phone and called for the uni-
formed units to swarm the ramp of the hotel and then |
called for an ambulance.

“When we identified ourselves, agunman pulled his

e Service Directorye

J&J Lawn and Landscaping
\8 LMWy erving Highlands & Cashiers for

'N"II 20 years!

Phone: 526-2251

. Toll Free: 888-526-2251
T IR Fax 8285268764
sg%.sm zmail: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

John Shearl, Owner ¢ 1663 S. 4" St. Highlands

Michael David Rogers

Native grown trees and plants
*' Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance

515 Wyanoak Drive * Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268
tinarogers@nctv.com

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325

Cell: 828-200-1139
email: allandearth@msn.com

Don’t Scream..
Get the help you =
need with '@ @

TempStaffers! M

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

526-4946 ® 34.2-9312
www.tempstaffers.net

CROWE GONSTRUCTION

New Construction = Remodels
Maintainence and Repairs

Owner- Kenneth M. Crowe

(828) 526-5943
Cell: (828) 332-8290
crowecrazy@yahoo.com

1540 Blue Valley Rd.
Highlands, NC 28741

weapon and fired. Gus took him out,” Peter said. Then
Martinez and the other gunman locked themselves in the
bathroom.”

Peter and Gus stood next to the closed bathroom door
and Peter called out, “We're agents of the DEA. We have
seized your coke and your men are under arrest.

This place is swarming with agents. Don’t make this
ablood bath, Martinez. You are a wise man. Take your bust
and live to tell about this moment on another day. If you
fire on us, we will take you out. What do you say?”

There was silence for over a minute. Then Martinez
called out, “We will open the door and throw out our
weapons. Don't kill us. Tell us what you want.” The bath-
room door opened slowly and two pistols were thrown
out on the floor just outside the bathroom door. Then the
door shut. I retrieved both weapons and shoved them under
my belt.

“We are coming out. Please don’t kill us. We are un-
armed,” Martinez called out through the bathroom door,
still not certain we were not thieves stealing his cocaine.

Gus called out, “Lock your fingers together behind
your heads and walk out one at a time.” As Martinez and
his gunman walked out, they were pushed to the floor and
handcuffed.

Outside on the hotel’'s ramp, four of Martinez’s gun-
man lie face down on the ramp. Uniformed officers hand-
cuffed them and they were placed in squad cars.

Back in the hotel, Martinez looked at Peter and shook
his head. “I was suspicious of you from the get/go but the
damn wheelchair made me want to believe you were just
acrippled dealer. I salute you, Mr. Gallo, and I guarantee
you we will meet again on another day.”

Peter ignored the veiled threat and lifted Martinez to
his feet. “Maybe we will meet sooner than you think. I'm
interested in agood friend and business partner of yours.
Can we talk?”

Martinez smiled at Peter. “Maybe another day, senor;
maybe another day.”

The End

Note: The Global Positioning System (GPS) and cell
phones had not been invented. Triangulation was the system
used for tracking. Also, portable police radios were large, in-
effective and cumbersome. Still, we managed to get the job
done.

Martinez worked as a DEA and Miami Beach infor-
mant for two years in exchange of a lighter sentence. He was
later murdered in Colombia.

PS — Peter Spoto, in real life, was nicknamed “The Skin-
ny Guinea” as he weighed just over a 100 pounds soaking
wet. He was also one of the scarcest men I've ever known.

Note: Coming soon, look for Fred’s new mystery
thriller, Deceived, at your local bookstore or e-book.

.SPIRITUALLY from page 12

ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45)

What would St. Patty think of church and society, of
green beer, leprechauns and shamrocks? He would be
embarrassed but honored. Embarrassed, because of the
extant triviality of life and of God, a life that is so precious
and the God who is so responsive to need and loving.
Honored, because his life changed by and dedicated to
Jesus Christ made a difference. Patrick would know that
there isstill hope.




Classifieds Policy

Non-Commercial Classifieds:
$6 for first 10 words; 20 cents per word
thereafter.
Comnmercial Classifieds:
$6 for first 10 words; 25 cents per after.

Email Copy To:
highlandseditor@aol.com
or FAX to 1-866-212-8913
Deadline: Mondays at 5 p.m.

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME AND PART TIME POSITIONS available at Moun-
tain Fresh Grocery in Highlands; Deli, Grill and Cashier. Contact
Jobs828@gmail.com. (3/17)

WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT has an opening for a linecook.
Call chef Wolfgang at 526-8396. (st. 3/10)

WELL ESTABLISHED REAL ESTATE COMPANY SEEKING
QUALIFIED BROKERS. Call Gina McDonald at Mountain View
Properties at 526-8128 or send resume to P.O. Box 2259, Highlands,
NC 28741. (st. 1/27)

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

LOOKING FOR 3 MATURE INDIVIDUALS TO SHARE
LARGE, NEW, IN TOWN HOME WITH 3 BEDROOM/BATH
SUITES. Share common areas including home theater room, Living
Room, kitchern, and office space. $550/month per person. Call 828-

nghlands—Cashlers

S P 1 T A L

Fidelia Eckerd Living Center
US 64 Between Highlands & Cashiers, NC

Positions Now Available

ER and Med/Surg
(Registered Nurses)

Full benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an increase
in pay, available after 60 days of full-time employment.
Pre—employment substance screening. Call Human Resources,
828-526-1376, or apply online at www.hchospital.org.
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200-0371 after 6 p.m. (St. 3/17)

SPACE OF RENT NEXT TO DRAKE'S DIAMOND GALLERY,
2nd Street off Main Street. Call 404-797-2050 or 828-526-3782 (4/14)

HOUSE FOR RENT 3BR/2BTH. $650.00 plus utilities.No cell
phone service.3459 Buck Creek Road 828-524-6038. (st. 3/3)

STORAGE/OFFICE LOCATION FOR RENT, +/- 1,600 sq. ft.,
heat & air, bathroom, close to town. $700 per month. Call 828-526-
8953.

CUTE HIGHLANDS COTTAGE. 2BR/1BA. Recently remodeled.
Close to town, private, quiet. Deck, W/D, DW, wood stove. No smoking.
$795/month + utilities. 770-845-1577. (st. 11/4)

ARCHITECTS PRIVATE 3BED/3BATHHOME. Stunning open
living area. Two stone fireplaces, den, two decks overlooking stream
and private stocked trout pond. Designer furnished. Walking distance
to town. Non smokers only; deposit required. Call 770-639-2682. (3/
3111)

1 BEDROOMY/1 BATH, in-town furnished apartment, totally
renovated, 2 decks, hardwood floors, granite countertops, washer/
dryer. Call: 526-9523 (st. 9/30)

SMALL PRIVATE ONE BR FURNISHED COTTAGE ON
CHESTNUT STREET with screen porch. Additional sleeping loft. Three
blocks to Main Street. Available immediately. $650. monthly plus utilities
for six months lease. e-mail: chestnutcottages@yahoo.com or, contact
Charlie @ (828)526-8645 (st. 4/22)

REALESTATE FOR SALE

3/2 COTTAGE ON 3.46 ACRES (3 LOTS TOTAL). recently
restored and renovated; 3 miles from town with great mountain views.
By owner for $294,000. See photos and more information at this web
page: https://sites.google.com/site/highlandsnccottageforsale/ or contact
Owner at 119DendyKnob@gmail.com. (st. 2/24)

$103,000! LOWER CLEAR CREEK. 5.5 miles from Main Street.
2 Lots. .55 & .95 acres. Septics installed. Borders National Forest.
2005 2/bed, 2/bath. Very cozy with fabulous view. Call 828-482-2052.
(st. 11/11)

ONMILL CREEK GOLF COURSE IN FRANKLIN - 2/2 nicely
furnished,screened porch, 2 large skylights, W/D,surrounded by
Nantahala Forest. $169,000 419-967-0796 (4/28)

LOT FOR SALE. MILLION DOLLAR NEIGHBORHOOD. 1.45
acres, heavily wooded with stream, 4-BR septic permit, Mirrormont
area, walk to town, $198,000, 770-861-4249.

PINEBROOK CONDO FOR LEASE OR SALE - 2/2
downstairs. Call for details. 200-0018 or 421-2144.

FOR SALE OR FOR RENT —-BEST ‘COMMERCIAL' BUY IN
HIGHLANDS - 535 4th Street. Zoned mixed-use, commercial and
residential. Recent Remodel. Great retail/office and separate one-bed-
room basement apartment. $299,000. Call 770-827-0450. (St. 11/5)

VEHICLES FOR SALE

MERCEDES BENZ 1995, C220, $5,900. New tires, brakes,
battery, hoses. Garaged. Perfect, dependable, exceptional, 32 mpg
regular gas, 182,000 miles. 706/745-3993 or 404/520-0852. (st. 6/
17)

SERVICES

SEASONED FIREWOOD/SNOW REMOVAL. Call 828-342-
4043. (2/24)
HANDYMAN SPECIAL - Repairs and remodeling, electrical
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and plumbing, carpentry, painting and pressure washingmore. Low
prices. Free estimate. Call 828-421-4667.

WILL SIT FOR ELDERLY, HANDICAPPED OR CHILDREN.
Your home or mine. 13 years childcare experience. By the hour. Call
828-966-3988. References.

24-HOUR CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE - 16 years expe-
rience. Willtravel to accommodate. $2,800 monthly, negotiable. Call
Clare Myers 828-349-3479 or 828-342-1603.

TREE SERVICE - Complete Tree Removal, Trimming, Stump
Grinding, Lot Clearing, Under Brushing, and Hemlock treatment and
fertilization for “Woolly Adelgid.” 828-526-2251

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES — Complete
Landscaping Company, Design, Installation and Maintenance. Also
featuring Plants, Trees, Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork,
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-Tie work. 20 years
serving Highlands area. 828-526-2251.

* Police & FRe Depr, @

Highlands PD log entries from March 8. Only the names
of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor, or pub-
lic officials have been used.

March 8

+At9:49 a.m., Officers on patrol found an open door at Cottage
Club Road. The door was secured.

+ At 7:10 p.m., officers got a call from a juvenile at a residence
on Laurel Street complaining that his grandfather had given his cat
away. Upon arrival, they explained to him why the catissue didn’t
warrant calling the police.

March 10

+ At5:45 p.m., residents on Wilson Road reported a suspicious
vehicle in the roadway. The occupant of the vehicle told police he as
waiting for a friend. He was told to move his vehicle off the roadway.

March 11

+ At5:50 p.m, officers responded to a one-vehicle accident at
Upper Lake and Bowery roads.

March 12

o At 12:22 p.m., the sound of gunshots or fireworks were
reported in the vicinity of Azalea Circle. Upon arrival officers met with
juveniles who said they didn’t shoot anything but said it probably
wouldn't happen again.

+ During the week, police officers responded to 6 alarms and
issued 3 citations.

Highlands F&R Dept. log entries from March 10.

March 10

* At 4:34 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Buck Creek Road. It was set off my workers and the call
was cancelled.

March 12

+At11:31a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence
on Big View Drive where an elderly woman had fallen.

March 13

* At 3:45 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Skyline Lodge Road. It was set off by workers who were
changing the batteries.

+At8:37 p.m., the dept. was first-responders on Main Street to
assist EMS with a medical call.
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...SCHOOLS continued from page 1

tion funding, informed school superinten-
dents across the state to prepare for educa-
tion cuts beginning on July 1 in anticipa-
tion of the state’s massive budget shortfall.
With competing proposals being released,
how big and where those budget cuts will
be is yet to be determined.

Gov. Bev Perdue, in her budget propos-
al released Feb. 17, said no teacher or teach-
er aides jobs will be lost as she and her fel-
low legislators work to make up the $2.4
billion state shortfall. Perdue also promised
to fund a new program, called Career and
College Promise, with existing funds. That
program would pay for qualifying high
school students to go to community col-
lege and obtain a two-year degree.

Perdue’s plan garnered cheers from
those throughout Western North Carolina
who had protested teacher cuts. But some
lawmakers in the region doubt the sustain-
ability of Perdue’s plan to retain all those
jobs. No one knows exactly how much
money will be available until around July
1

“When 55 percent of the budget is ed-
ucation, | just don’t see how you can not cut
salaries,” said Republican Sen. Jim Davis,
from Macon County. Davis called that sort
of budgeting naive and said Perdue’s plan
to shift fund management to county com-
missioners is an unnecessary burden.

Others, like Democrat Rep. Phillip
Haire, from Jackson County, say Perdue’s
budget merely protects education, which
should be non-negotiable.

“Education is one of the reasons that
North Carolina has businesses come here,”
he said. “It's an educated workforce.”

Brigman said Macon County’s schools
have a strong and beneficial relationship
with the county commissioners, but he
doesn’t know if teacher jobs will be saved
or if Perdue’s budget will be conceived as
naive and Pollyannaish.

“I’'m going to prepare for the worst and
hope for the best,” Brigman said. “But even
a5 percent reduction in operating costs —
evena 1 percent cut—takes Macon schools
from adequate to inadequate pretty quick-
ly.”

Brigman knows that the news for
North Carolina schools won't be good.

“This is the worst budget crisis I've ever
seen,” said Brigman who has been super-
intendent for seven years, five of those in
Macon County.

‘We're always fighting geography’

During Brigman'’s tenure, Macon

County has become a microcosm of every-
thing that can go right and wrong in West-
ern North Carolina’s education scene. His
county embodies the extremes of his re-
gion.

Unlike some neighboring counties,
Macon County’s student body is growing,
introducing 60 to 100 new students into
the district
each  year.
Counties like
Swain and
Graham have
four and three
schools, re-
spectively. Ma-
con has 11, in-
cluding five
high schools
and one alter-
native school,
with 340 teach-
ers.

In  Gra-
ham County’s
case, only 344
studentsin the
county are en-
rolled at Rob-
binsville High
School, far less
than the state’s
average enroll-
ment of 792
students per
high school.
Macon County;,
by comparison,
has an average of 539 high school students
per school, with 944 enrolled at Franklin
High School.

But Macon County is still small com-
pared to Haywood or Buncombe counties.
There are no charter schools dotting the
county or alarger nearby city like Asheville,
which draws lots of young professionals to
the region.

“We're always fighting geography,”
Brigman said. If all the schools were in Fran-
klin, the county seat, cutting certain pro-
grams, sharing resources and dividing per-
sonnel would be easier. But schools like
Nantahala K-12, with only 117 students,
need to offer the same level of academics as
schools in Franklin, which has five times
the number of students. And they need re-
sources and teachersto doit.

Until now, Brigman has managed this
balancing act; he’s even managed to grow

his district with limited funds using a sur-
geon’s precision when it comes to budget-
ing.

He consolidated four elementary
schools to two without losing personnel,
and in his biggest project, will open two
new middle schools to meet the demands
of hisgrowing district in the next two school
years. He also plans to renovate four of 12
existing schools and begin construction of

“I'm going to prepare for the worst and hope for the best,” said
Dan Brigman, Macon County Schools Superintendent, of looming
state budget cuts to education. “But even a 5 percent reduction in
operating costs — even a 1 percent cut — takes Macon schools
from adequate to inadequate pretty quickly.” He's pictured here,
in February, at Mountain View Intermediate School, in Franklin,
N.C., one of the system’s 11 schools. Photo by Matt Rose

a new school for fifth and sixth graders to
open capacity at elementary schools. The
new school will open August 2012.

It may seem like Macon County is try-
ing to finance a lot of projects, but Brigman
said that these improvements are actually
money saving in the long run.

“What we are seeing now is new facil-
ities operating at 25 percent at costs of old-
er, smaller schools,” Brigman said. “With
geothermal heating and air, the schools are
high efficiency in terms of utilities. There’s
no operational burden, which equals sav-
ings.”

One solution: Planning and pro-
gramming

Abuilding's efficiency is relatively easy
to improve, and easier to measure. Butan
entire school district’s? That’s another sto-
ry.

Brigman explained that this July marks

the last of the system’s share of the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (ARRA) money, which, through the
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund, allotted
school districts with enough cash flow to
prevent layoffs and cutbacks. North Caro-
linareceived about $1.16 billion from the
fund for education.

“Since 2009, we have been trying to
preserve every dollar in preparation of the
removal of ARRA funds,” Brigman said.

But come July 1, their $2.4 million
share will disappear.

Brigman knew the ARRA funds
would only last two years, so he saved
enough to float the district through one
more school year. Then, some personnel
may have to go, and with personnel goes
alevel of educational excellence that Brig-
man is afraid he may lose.

That impact is doubly feltin Western
North Carolina, which has fewer magnet
schoolsand lower college admission rates
and high school graduation rates than the
eastern part of the state.

Brigman said Macon County bene-
fits from several North Carolina programs
that allow students to take college courses
at Southwestern Community College. He
also says that the growth and funding of
alternative education programs have al-
lowed Macon County to raise its gradua-
tion rates. According to Brigman, the drop-
out rate in Macon County was almost 6
percent in 2005; by 2010 it was 2.3 per-
cent.

“We provided various avenues to get
adiplomaand expanded alternative learn-
ing ingrades seven to 12,” Brigman said.

It's those kinds of tactics that make
Macon County one of the better-perform-
ing counties in the region. Of students
who graduate in Macon County, 79 per-
cent pursue post-secondary education,
according to Nancy Cantrell, director of
the county’s middle and secondary school
curriculum. That's higher than the nation-
al average.

But like anything else, performance
is closely linked to reputation. Brigman
worries that no matter if he facesa 5, 10,
or 15 percent decrease in funds, he’s go-
ing to lose Macon County’s edge asa lead-
er of education in the mountains.

“Once you take it away, it takes many
years to restore,” Brigman said. “Educa-
tion serves as a magnet for economic de-
velopment. Without an educated work-
force and a strong commitment we will
see an impact that is long-lasting.”
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Our passion for the mountains starts with you! THE
S ICAMEKEEPER'S

NADINE PARADISE, Broker
828-526-8300 (oFFiIcE)
828-371-2551 (CeLL)

nadineparadise@gmail.com
www.NadineParadise.com
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