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2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing Center’

The
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Don’t miss
The Highlands Playhouse

Annual Auction
September 18 at 6 p.m. at

the Playhouse!
Amazing offerings!

To donate items or for more
info call 828-526-2695!

By Luke Osteen
Last week, Macon County

schools moved a step closer to us-
ing a reading program that was
given a summer tryout by local stu-
dents and teachers.

The Board of Education
signed a letter of intent Tuesday,
Sept. 6, to implement the Lin-
damood-Bell Learning Program in
elementary and middle schools.
If the board approves the program
and its materials, a summer read-
ing program and professional
training at its September 26 regu-
lar meeting, the total cost would
be approximately $340,000.

According to the county
schools’ director of Elementary
Education Carol Waldroop, the
funding would come from carry-
over funds and a careful parsing of
Title I At Risk and Supplemental

Monday morning at 7:30
a.m., a semi stuck heading to
Highlands on the Gorge Road
caused traffic to come to a stand-
still as it  maneuvered its way
through the curve.

Even though it’s illegal for
4-axle semis with 53-ft-long trail-
ers to travel the Gorge Road, get-
ting stuck behind a snared semi

Citizens urged to attend
NC-DOT info session on

proposed semi turnarounds

Final OK
sought for

reading
program

Firetruck
restoration

a reality

is a common plight for citizens
traveling the Gorge Road to and
from Highlands.

To alleviate the problem,
the NC Dept. of Transportation
is considering building four
semi turnarounds so truckers
who find themselves on the
Gorge Road route have a chance

By Stell Huie
Members of the Highlands

Country Club have given the
Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept.
individual checks totaling $9,475
which will be used to complete
the restoration of the town’s first
fire truck.

“We are grateful to the club
members for contributing,” said
Fire Chief James “Popcorn”
Manley.

Those who contributed
were: M/M William Benedict,
M/M Richard Boger, M/M Lovic
Brook, M/M Gary Carnes, M/M
Clisby Clarke, M/M Alex
Crumbley, M/M James Doss, M/
M Allen Hardin, Ms. Florence
Monroe Hendee, M/M John
Hopkins, M/M Harry Howard,
M/M Ridley Howard, M/M
Vincent Hughes, Mr. Stell Huie,
M/M David Lacy, M/M William
McCoy, M/M Ray McPhail, M/
M Lyle Nichols, M/M George
Pettway, M/M Charles M.

Photo by Karen Hasbrouck

Meeting is set for Thursday, Sept. 22, 4-7 p.m. at the
Cullasaja Fire & Rescue Dept. on US 64 west.

Tuesday night, Macon Coun-
ty Commissioners were asked to
sign a resolution to help fight the
state’s decision to eliminate the
part-time of Magistrate in High-
lands.

As per the recently adopted

2011-12 state budget, on Jan. 1,
2013, Highlands will no longer
have a magistrate – a position
fought for and won some 25 years
ago.

Once Magistrate Pat Taylor’s
stint is up , when law enforcement

in Highlands arrests someone –
either the Highlands Police De-
partment or the Macon County
Sheriff’s Department – officers
will have to leave the plateau and
drive down to Franklin to appear

Fight on for Highlands magistrate position

Through Sept. 15
• At the Book Worm at the Peggy

Crosby Center on S. 5th Street, a ½
price book sale. Open Tues.-Sat.,
10a-4p.

Wed., Sept. 14
• At Highlands Smokehouse, the

Corbett Brothers perform at 9 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 15
• Taize at Episcopal Church of

the Incarnation at 5:30 p.m.
Fri. & Sat., Sept. 16-17
• At the Hen House on Main

Street, Ray Pottery signing 10 a.m. –
5 p.m.

• At  ...on the Verandah, a sing-
a-long with the piano man 9-11p in
the Dug Out Lounge.

• Dazzling Dahlias! Tickets are
$50. Call Joyce Franklin at 526-9418.

• 12th Annual Native Plant Sym-
posium at PAC. For tickets call 526-
2221 or 787-1050.

Sat., Sept. 17
• At Ruka’s Table, a wine tasting

4:30-6:30p and Jazz Music starting at
6:30p.

Sun. Sept. 18
• Highlands Playhouse Annual

Auction extravaganza at the play-
house in the lobby and theater. To
donate items or for more information
call 526-2695.

Monday, Sept. 19
• The Highlands Bolivian Mis-

sion “All Male Beauty Pageant” at the
Highlands Playhouse at 8 p.m. with a
complimentary wine bar beginning at
7:30 p.m. compliments of  Bryson’s
Food store. The tickets are $100 each
and all gifts are fully tax deductible.
Tickets can be purchased by calling
526-3605.

Tues., Sept. 20
• B.E.A.R Talk – in Your Neigh-

borhood Albert Carlton Community
Library, Cashiers. 5:30 p.m.
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• LETTERS •

Dear Editor,
President Chapman of the Local Tea

Party recently had a letter published. The
purpose of this letter is to “refudiate” the
spurious statements she made regarding
the core beliefs of the Tea Party.

While Ms. Chapman goes on at
length to defend her Tea Party with zeal,
one should question her proclamation
that the TParty is a “political phenome-
non of the 21st century.” Ms. Chapman, I
was born at night, but it sure wasn’t last
night. Tea Partiers are an old crusade in
different packaging. How can you claim
to be of the 21st century, while advocat-
ing the failed policies of the 18th centu-
ry?

A study done by Notre Dame and
Harvard University further illustrates the
true “origins” of the TParty. The study
took a representative sample of 3,000
Americans interviewed and compiled re-
search on their political attitudes in
2006; and followed it until today. The re-
sult of this study was the ability to predict
who would become TParty supporters
long before this movement began.

Ms. Chapman described the TParty
as independent and nonpartisan. The
analysis shows that on the contrary that
the TParty supporters of today were high-
ly partisan Republicans, long before this
movement ever took shape. The study
goes on to show that the single strongest
predictor of TParty support today is past
Republican affiliation. This would then
explain why the Macon GOP leader re-
sponded in defense of a letter directed to
the TParty, not the GOP.

Another forecast that can determine
TParty affiliation can be derived from
what members have in common. The
overwhelming majority of TPartiers are
white. When compared to other white
Republicans, they have a low regard for
immigrants and blacks long before
Barack Obama became President; and
they still do. They were also dispropor-
tionately socially conservative in 2006;
and still are today. The second-highest
predictor of a TParty member was a
strong urge back in 2006, to see religion
play a major role in politics. To this end
they continue these views.

Tea Party leader
had facts wrong

Then as if on key, Ms. Chapman
drops the “socialism” card, because every-
thing the TParty disagrees with is demon-
ized as socialist, Marxist, far-left, or for-
eign in its derivation. I assume this is why
the TParty is pushing to privatize Medi-
care (a social program) into an $8,000
voucher system. A voucher for people
over the age of 55, but for us Americans
who aren’t as “seasoned” and the effects
once the $8,000 is used-up, they have no
plan.

The simple fact is that for years prior
to now, the TParty has existed in one form
or fashion. From McCarthyism and the
John Birch Society in the past to the John
Locke Foundation and the Americans for
Prosperity today; all of these organiza-
tions play off of the xenophobic senti-
ments that still exist in our society. While
these organizations proclaim the defense
of “freedom” and “liberty” their actions
undercut individual rights to freedom of
expression or belief. They create a coun-
tersubversive tradition which casts the
fears and insecurities of its members on
others they demonize.

Justin Karr Conley
Franklin

Dear Editor,
All we are hearing lately is let’s tax

the oil and gas industry. Well let’s look at a
few of the facts. The oil and gas industry
currently supports more than 9.2 million
American jobs. They contributed more
than $470 billion to the U.S. economy in
2010. That is more than half the size of
the 2009 federal stimulus package yet
they did not require a congressional vote
or tax payer dollars. They pay about 86
million dollars a day in taxes, fees and
royalties, in cash, to strapped federal, state
and local governments.

This country has approximately 85
billion barrels of oil and 419 trillion cubic
feet of natural gas that remains undiscov-
ered according to government reports. We
have 28% of the world’s coal and the
worlds largest oil and gas potential. It is
estimated that there are 1.5 to 1.8 trillion
barrels of oil equivalent that will last us
hundreds of years just in the Green River
formation in the Rocky Mountains. In a

recent study it was found that the Mar-
celleus Shale that exists in New York,
Pennsylvania and West Virginia is expect-
ed to be the world’s largest gas field. To
date the producers have spent $4.5 billion
to develop those resources, generating
$389 million in tax revenues and creating
more than 44,000 jobs. The Marcellus for-
mation alone could provide a 20 year sup-
ply of natural gas and generate $6 billion
in local, state and federal taxes while em-
ploying 300,000 jobs by 2020. While in
the offshore U.S. there could be enough
oil to fuel more than 130 million cars for
25 years and enough natural gas for 20
million houses for 90 years.

The largest American oil company is
Exxon - Mobil and you might be surprised
to know that it is only the 13th largest in
the world and dwarfed by really big oil
companies - all owned by foreign govern-
ments or foreign government sponsored
monopolies that dominate the worlds oil
supply. Those foreign oil companies lock-
up approximately 94% of the worlds oil
supply. Exxon - Mobil buys approximately
90% of the crude that it refines for the
U.S. markets therefore, the price at the
pump is controlled by foreign companies.
Another reason our gasoline and oil prices
are high is because our Government has
not and apparently will not permit Ameri-
can companies to find and develop the re-
serves we have right here in America.

The lack of us having an energy policy
has severe consequences for the economy
now and in the future costing hundreds of
thousands of jobs, potentially over
500,000 and billions of dollars in lost rev-
enues.

As we face lengthy and difficult times,
jobs are the number one priority. This in-
dustry does not need to be taxed more but
be allowed to create high paying jobs that
would generate and add billions of dollars
to our economy and deliver the much
needed revenues to the local, state and fed-
eral governments that area currently
strapped with budget shortfalls.

Additionally, taxes will only increase
the prices of energy. What is needed is to
allow access to domestic oil and gas areas
that will provide safe and reliable domes-
tic energy that can help our nation be-
come an economic and energy
powerhouse.If you feel as I do let your con-
gressmen know.

Paul S. Horvath
Highlands

Don’t be misguided
about the oil industry

• See LETTERS page 10
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 A Residential Retirement Community
 Independent Cottages and Apartments or Assisted Living Suites

CHESTNUT HILL is located at 64 Clubhouse Trail.
Turn on Buck Creek Road and proceed to Clubhouse Trail.

Visit us at www.ChestnutHillAt Highlands.com

Retirement as it is meant to be! Enjoy our carefree lifestyle
with elegant dining, scheduled transportation, and a full

calendar of planned events to meet all stages of life.

Call for a tour and join us for lunch.
828.526.5251

Under NEW Management!

• OBITUARIES •

Bonnie Jean Siek, age 72, of
Highlands, formerly of Belleair, FL died
Thursday, September 8,
2011 at Highlands -Cashiers
Hospital. Born in Midland,
MI she was married to
George E. Siek, Sr. for 34
years. Bonnie was a loving
wife, mother and grand-
mother; was an awesome
cook; loved to knit, and was
a great card player. She vol-
unteered for Head Start and
Highlands Community
Day Care Center; served on
the NC Community Foun-
dation Board and was co-
founder of the Museum of American Cut
and Engraved Glass in Highlands.

In addition to her husband, she is
survived by a daughter, Beth Siek of Tam-
pa, FL; four sons, David Schaller
and partner Leel Knowles of Sorrento,
FL; John Schaller and wife Amanda of
Harbor Springs, MI; George E. Siek, Jr.

and wife Debbi of Charlotte, NC; Danny
Siek and wife Trese of Frank-
lin, NC; one brother, William
Dennis Huber of Charlevoix,
MI. Eight grandchildren also
survive. She was preceded in
death by one brother, Jack Hu-
ber.

A memorial service will
be held Friday, September 16,
2011 at 2 p.m. in the Chapel of
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home
in Highlands. The family will
receive friends from 1- 2 p.m.,
one hour prior to the service,
at the funeral home. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations

may be made to the Museum of American
Cut and Engraved Glass, 218 Whiteside
Mtn. Rd., Highlands, NC 28741. Online
condolences may be made at
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. Bry-
ant-Grant Funeral Home is in charge of
arrangements.

Bonnie Jean Siek

Seagrove
Potters/signing

at the
Hen House
Fri.& Sat.,

Sept. 16 & 17
10a-5p

488 E. Main Street • 787-2473 • Monday-Saturday 10a-5p

Your Invited to a little ‘Southern Drop-In’
at the Hen House on Main Street to meet

Seagrove Potters Paul and Sheila Ray who will
be signing their vibrant pottery!



• LAUGHING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback is encouraged!
askfredanything@aol.com

• Highlands Fine Dining•

828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com

...on the Verandah Restaurant on
Lake Sequoyah

Now Serving Sunday BrunchNow Serving Sunday BrunchNow Serving Sunday BrunchNow Serving Sunday BrunchNow Serving Sunday Brunch
Open Nightly for DinnerOpen Nightly for DinnerOpen Nightly for DinnerOpen Nightly for DinnerOpen Nightly for Dinner

6-9 p.m. ...6-9 p.m. ...6-9 p.m. ...6-9 p.m. ...6-9 p.m. ...Wine Spectator Award

Ristorante Paoletti
Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Exceptional Wines and Robust Cocktails
Dinner/Bar from 5:30 nightly • Reservations: 828.526.4906

WILD THYME GOURMET
Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!

526-4035 • 490 Carolina Way • Highlandswww.wildthymegourmet.com

Lunch 7 days a week: 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Dinner Wed-Mon from 5:30
Outdoor Dining Available!

Lunch Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m to 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Tues.-Sat. from 5:30 p.m.

108 Main Street • 526-2706www.nicksofhighlands.com

Now offering beer, wine and cocktails!

151 Helen’s Barn Ave. • 828-526-4188

Open for Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 10 a.m. until...
New Deck for outside dining!
Extensive Wine & Beer List

www.Fresserseateryhighlands.com
Monday Madness:
$5 Burgers & $1 OFF Beer
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Scrumptious
SUNDAY Brunch

$19.95
New menu items,

dessert & unlimited
champagne

The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street • (828) 526 - 2590

www.mainstreet-inn.com

FULL BAR – Beer, wine, cocktails

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Check website for days and hours:

www.mainstreet-inn.com

Loose Moose Full Service Bar
 Happy Hour Drinks 1/2 Off!
Open Fri & Sat: 5 - until...

(828) 526-2121 • (800) 575-9546
470 Skyline Lodge Road - 5 min from Highlands

www.skylinelodge.com
www.karlingsaltitudes.com

at Skyline Lodge
Mountain Top Retreat

Karlings Altitudes

Lunch: Tues - Sun.
Sunday Brunch: 11:30 - 2:30
Dinner: Tues - Sat 5 - until...
Breakfast: Fri-Sun 8 - until ...

Scrumptious
SUNDAY Brunch $19.95

New Menu items & unlimited
Champagne

Fine Dining • Award Winning Cuisine
Live

piano music!

OK so it didn’t happen as predicted.
Instead it was a beautiful Saturday
afternoon in Highlands. But just in

case, I strapped myself to a lawn chair on
my back deck, poured a glass of red and
waited. I wanted a front row seat. Nothing
happened except another great sunset.
Bummer!

When the end didn’t happen three reds
later, I walked into the house and realized I
couldn’t take another minute of world news
networks and their stupid predictions on
practically everything. Between MSNBC,
CNN and Fox News, the message gets worse
each day. How much of Chris Matthews
and Brit Hume can one stomach? If you
watch Matthews regularly you must be on
Lithium in order to take that spastic hype

Is the end of time really coming?
December 21, 2011

regularly. He’s about to explode. What’s his
blood pressure? On the other hand, Brit
Hume, his counterpart, is so low key and
boring with his dull grim news and com-

mentary, I fall asleep with drool running
from the corner of my mouth. (I have pic-
tures.)

Oh, I forgot to mention CNN’s Wolf
Blitzer. Take a hard look at that guy. He
reminds me of a crazed U boat command-
er orchestrating an attack from the situa-
tion room. I never believe anything U boat
commanders say, especially someone
named Wolf Blitzer.

In hopes of improving my psyche, I
decided to swear off news channels and
watch ho-hum, mundane stuff. Watching
mundane TV is easy ’cause it’s most every-
thing else. First, I clicked on Animal Plan-
et for some fun, light viewing. The Hous-
ton Humane Society was removing four



Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

• THE VIEW FROM HERE •

We fix damp crawlspaces & musty
smells...guaranteed!

For your FREE inspection call 828-787-1673.
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Colonel Gadhafi is
still promising victo
ry or death in his

struggle against victorious
rebel forces. The former is
impossible, the later unlike-
ly. It is far more likely that
he will pop up in Zimba-
bwe, Venezuela, or some
other country that appreci-
ates a recently deposed bil-
lionaire dictator.

Gadhafi has always had
style, whether attired in a
Gilbert and Sullivan in-
spired military costume or a
drab tribal garment. His statements are
so removed from reality that one is left
to wonder if he is completely insane or
merely toying with us. After popular up-
risings in Tunisia and Egypt, he urged
Palestinians to take similar action
against Israel. At the time, he was appar-
ently blissfully unaware of his own vul-
nerability. And why should he have felt
alarm? He had an asset which the Tuni-
sians and Egyptians, and even the Soviet
Union, had lacked. He commanded a
military which would be willing to turn
its weapons on fellow countryman.

When Libyan dissidents challenged
his rule, he labeled them “rats” and
“cockroaches,” suggested that al Qaeda
operatives had laced their milk with
hallucinogenic drugs. Then he opened
fire. He must have been amazed that he
was unable to quell a revolution with a
little civilian blood. The revolutionaries
undoubtedly count an unknown num-
ber of Islamists in their ranks, but the
suggestion that Libyan citizens needed
to be stoned in order to recognize the
brutality of four decades of despotic rule,
is lunacy or theater.

The war is winding down. Hordes
of political and military leaders have
abandoned Gadhafi in recent months.
For the moment, at least, the rebels
seem willing to welcome their defection
and ignore their previous role in the re-
pressive regime. It’s unlikely that they
will be as willing to overlook our flirta-
tions with Gadhafi. Documents re-
trieved following the fall of Tripoli re-
veal a cozy relationship between the
CIA, British MI6 and the Libyan secret
service. Liberated documents reveal co-
operation between our spies and their
Libyan counterparts.

There is a certain ines-
capable logic in delivering de-
tainees to a regime so compe-
tent in “enhanced interroga-
tion” techniques. Even so, the
idea of working with the ar-
chitect of the PanAm bomb-
ing over Lockerbie, Scotland
that claimed 270 lives is un-
settling.

The desire of the Ameri-
can administration to entice
Gadhafi to abandon terrorism
and enter the family of na-
tions is understandable, even
admirable. It just seems that

cooperation in areas of agriculture or edu-
cation would have been more appropriate.
It is ironic that after labeling Libya a ter-
rorist state, a richly deserved designation,
we turned to them to do what they do
best; terrorize. One detainee, who was kid-
napped in Thailand and flown to Tripoli,
came with instructions that his human
rights must be respected. How does one
say, “wink, wink,” in a diplomatic com-
munique?

A CIA spokesperson, Jennifer Young-
blood seemed dismayed at our collective
squeamishness when, while refusing to
discuss specific allegations, she said, “It
can’t come as a surprise that the Central
Intelligence Agency works with foreign
governments to help protect our country
from terrorism and other deadly threats.
That is exactly what we are expected to
do.”

Sunday was the 10th anniversary of
the September 11, 2001 attacks, so it was
probably a bad day to discuss the hypocri-
sy of our intelligence gathering agencies.
After all, as Ms. Youngblood said, “That is
exactly what we are expected to do.” It’s
just that I find myself among a small, but
growing, number of Americans who
would prefer that we preserve our ideals
while protecting our safety.

Strange bedfellows

WE GET THE
WORD OUT!

5,000 copies on the streets each
Thursday in Highlands, Cashiers,
Lake Glenville, Sapphire, Scaly
Mountain, Sky Valley, Dillard,

Otto and Franklin.
On the web at

www.highlandsinfo.com
Click Local News



• Eateries•

Breakfast & Lunch
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

3601 Cashiers Road

Daily
Specials

& The
Best

Burgers
in Town!

787-2299
(Closed Monday)

(next to Community Bible Church)

“Your family friendly pizzaria
& sub shop”

The
Pizza Place

Open 7 days a week
Sun.-Thurs. 11a-10p
Fri. & Sat. 11a-11p

Always cold beer on tap.
Extended dessert menu.

Best salads in Town!
Fresh pizza slices for lunch everyday.
Gluten-free & wholewheat crust, too!

365 Main Street
526-5660
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Quesadillas – Tacos – Burritos
Pescado’s

Eat right, Live long!

Homemade soups &
freshly baked cookies

226 S. 4th St., Highlands
838-526-9313

Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat
11a - 7p

Tues, Wed • 11a-3p

• JUST HERS •

Michelle Mead-Armor
Email:

michiemead@aol.com

Personally, I blame Katie Couric.
Okay, maybe that’s a bit harsh, but
for years I held a grudge. I guess I

had to blame someone, and I’ve always
disliked “perky.” September 11th dawned
bright and beautiful. I wasn’t going to
work, however. I was going Downtown.

Jury duty is something my family
takes very seriously. As Americans, we’re
not asked to do a lot for our country, so I
figure that voting and jury duty are the
least we can do as citizens. As fate would
have it, I postponed my first two jury duty
calls. The first time I got my notice in the
mail, I was already booked to go scuba
diving in the Turks & Caicos. The second
time, it was cross-country skiing in Jack-
son Hole, Wyoming. When the third no-
tice came, I knew I had to show up.

The day before – September 10th –
I’d been chosen to sit on the Cook case.
Mr. Cook was a ponytailed Good Ole Boy
from the Deep South with multiple tat-
toos and body piercings. He claimed to
have sustained permanent and irrepara-
ble back and knee damage due to negli-
gence on the part of the City of New York,
and the construction company that had
hired him to do work on one of the city’s
bridges. One by one, the lawyers grilled
each prospective juror, until they came to
me. “Mr. Cook has a rather, ahem, dis-
tinctive look, and speaks with a strong
Southern accent. Would you have a hard
time remaining neutral under these cir-
cumstances?” “Gentlemen, I was born
and raised in the South. We think y’all
talk funny!” was my reply. Not only did I
get picked for the jury, I was chosen to be
jury foreperson. Me and my big mouth.

On the morning of September 11th,
I didn’t wear my regular loafers, slacks
and blazer. I didn’t carry my usual back-
pack. Oh, no. I was the jury foreperson. I
wore a dress. I wore pantyhose. I wore
heels. I carried a briefcase. After all, I
knew the dress code. I’d watched every
episode of Perry Mason.

My usual job was five blocks and 10
minutes away in Midtown, but the Law
Courts were way downtown, at subway
stop Brooklyn Bridge – City Hall. After
my morning shower, I always turned on
the NBC Today show, while I ate a quick
breakfast and got dressed for work. Al-
though they can be entertaining, morn-
ing shows have a down side. Since they
are supposed to divert before you may

Running in Heels, Part I

have had your quota of coffee, they can be
superficial. I don’t remember what the
topic was that day, but I found the silliness
particularly annoying. I reach over and
turned off the TV. If I’d left it on, I would
have known that American Airlines
Flight 11 had hit the north side of the
North Tower, 1 World Trade Center at
8:46, the same building where we’d held
our annual Christmas party (at Windows
on the World) that past December. Some-
times, it doesn’t take much to change the
rest of your life. After all, Blaise Pascal had
said, “Cleopatra’s nose, had it been short-
er, the whole face of the world would
have been changed.” In my case, it wasn’t
Cleopatra’s nose, but Katie Couric’s giggle,
that changed my life forever. I switched
off the television, and tiptoed into history.

Grabbing my handbag and my brief-
case, I sailed out of my apartment, took
the elevator down to the lobby of my
building, waved a cheery hello to the
doorman, and walked to catch the 6 train
at East 51st Street. The train had just
pulled into the station, so I was one of the
lucky few to get a seat for the long trip
downtown. A young man sat on my left.
“Do you know what’s going on down-
town?” he asked. “No, why?” I replied.
“Well, they’re not letting people go all the
way to the World Trade Center. They’re
stopping the trains one stop short, and
making you walk the rest of the way.” I
mused a bit, and said something about
construction. In New York, there were al-
ways delays for construction – digging, re-
paving, rewiring. In my neighborhood
alone, there were a number of building
projects underway, so many that we used
to joke that the state bird of New York
State might be the Eastern Bluebird, but
the official bird of New York City was the • See JUST HERS page 21

crane.
My young companion and I rode in

silence most of the way downtown. The
subway car filled up, and then dis-
gorged, passenger after passenger, most
armed with a hot cups of coffee and
newspapers. Again, the young man
turned to me. “I’m two hours late,” he
said miserably. “I went to a rock concert
last night. Got drunk. God, my boss is
going to kill me.” “Oh, come on now,” I
said, in my best motherly voice. “It
won’t be that bad. He’ll give you every
crummy job in the office for a few days,
and by the weekend, he won’t even re-
member. Trust me on this one.” He gave
me a brave little smile, and plunged
back into his thoughts.

Finally, we arrived at our stop. I
trudged along the unfamiliar corridors
of the station. Near the exit, a group of
high school students was milling
around, joking and shoving each other.
“Shouldn’t they be in school?” I
thought. At last, I got to the exit, and the
final staircase leading to the street. A
man in a shirt and tie was putting yel-
low police tape across the exit. “Go
back!” he yelled. “Go back down in the
subway, and go back home!” “I can’t!” I
yelled back. “I’m on jury duty. There.” I
pointed in the general direction of the
Law Courts. “Not today,” he answered.

Bewildered, we all made our way
back down the stairs, and onto the sub-
way platform. No one knew anything.
Standing by himself, a tall young man
stood on the platform, sobbing quietly
to himself. I went over, and put an arm
around him. “Hey, it’s going to be OK,” I
told him. “No, it isn’t,” he said petulant-
ly. “It isn’t! It’ll never be OK – ever
again.” “Boy, what’s gotten into him?” I
thought, walking toward a group of
women, who seemed to have some
news. “We’ve been attacked by a foreign
power,” said one woman. “Four US cit-
ies have been bombed, and are on fire.
The White House has been hit, and is
completely destroyed. Bush has been
killed.”

We stared at each other, wild-eyed,
trying to make sense information. Sud-
denly, the PA system came alive. “We are
closing all subway stations, bridges, and
tunnels. I repeat. We are closing all sub-
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...on this day

Sept 14, 1959
Nikita Khrushchev is barred
from visiting Disneyland.

 
After banging the table with your footwear,
you think we’re going to let you go where?

Shout at us “We will bury you!”
and assume you will get through

the gates of the Land of Enchantment
while on a visit from the Soviet Encampment?

Excuse me, pardon moi, izvinee,
we don’t tolerate behavior like that, don’t you

see?
So, ask the question, “Can I go to Disneyland

yet?”
the answer, I’m sorry, has to be “nyet.”

So, meet all the kings, prime ministers and
presidents, Nicky,

but you don’t have permission to go visit
Mickey.

– the History Guy

Opening weekend of
the NFL was upon
us this weekend,

and when coupled with col-
lege football on Saturday it
made for an excellent week-
end of laying around watch-
ing the games and angering
my pregnant wife. (Note to
self: not a good idea) There-
fore, here are some
thoughts from the weekend
in football.

Last week I talked about Boise State
dismantling the Georgia Bulldogs, this
week the Dawgs looked much better de-
spite the loss to South Carolina. Mark
Richt is done in Athens, but if they can
keep Aaron Murray in school they are go-
ing to be full of talent for whomever they
hire next. (Gus Malzahn anyone?) Also, I
have to mention SC’s Melvin
Ingram…what an incredible athlete. 270
lbs. and outrunning the entire UGA punt
return team…in the immortal word of
Lee Corso…Yo.

My beloved New Orleans Saints
came up a yard short against Green Bay in
the season opener. Both offenses were in-
credible, led by two of the top 4 quarter-
backs in the game. The Saints made one
mistake on offense all night, a fumble by
Marques Colston in the 1st quarter that
turned out to decide the game.

Speaking of top quarterbacks….Tom
Brady, 500+ yards on Monday Night Foot-
ball. If you can’t get pressure on Brady
with four then you may as well hang it
up. The guy is too smart to blitz every
down and if you let him have time he is
going to destroy you.

There were a lot of good offensive
performances in week 1 of the NFL, and I
think that the lack of offseason workouts
had a lot to do with that. Usually the de-
fenses are ahead at this point in the sea-
son, but that certainly wasn’t the case for
most of Sunday.

Back to college football for a minute-
Denard Robinson was tremendous
against Notre Dame in what was one of
the best finishes I have seen in a few
years. 3 touchdowns in the final 90 sec-
onds made up for what was a sloppy
game up until that point. Also, how about
the night atmosphere of the Big House?
115,000 people late at night chanting

Pigskinpalooza
“Seven Nation Army” made
for a really cool visual on the
television.

This is the part of the col-
umn that I second-guess Dan
Mullen for not throwing a
pass on the goaline on the fi-
nal play of the Auburn-Missis-
sippi State game and therefore
giving his offense two plays
from the yard line as opposed
to one. Now is the part of the
column where I realize that

Coach Mullen is an actual college football
coach and I simply play NCAA Football
on the Xbox and therefore think I know
something about football plays.

Finally, not to jinx it, but how about
Rex Grossman (AKA Sexy Rexy – true sto-
ry, my 5-year-old daughter asked me why
I called him Sexy Rexy because I said it
during the game on Sunday. Sigh…they
really do hear everything) throwing for
300 yards in a Redskins victory on Sun-
day? I hope Grossman can keep it up this
week.



Pastor, Randy Reed – 165 S. Sixth Street
828- 421-9172

Sundays: Worship – 11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. Fourth Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)

Sunday: School 9:30 a.m.; Morning Worship 10:45 a.m., Evening
Worship, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45 a.; Worship 8:30 & 10:50 a.; Youth 5 p.

Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 – Adult
choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)

HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell

2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;

Worship/Communion – 10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Sunday 7-8 p.m. Hymn Sing
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCHMOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCHMOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCHMOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCHMOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor: Clayton Lopez • 828-742-2583

Independent Bible Church
Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big Ridge Road

(4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLICOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLICOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLICOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLICOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH

Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor – Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat: 4 p.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
Worshipping at the facilities of Whiteside Presbyterian Church, Cashiers

Sun.: Holy Communion - 9 a.m.; Adult Forum - 10:45 at Buck’s Coffee
Cafe, Cashiers

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church

Thurs.: Women’s Prayer Group - 10 a.m., Whiteside Presbyterian Church;
Healing Service at noon

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERVICECHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERVICECHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERVICECHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERVICECHRISTIAN SCIENCE SERVICE
Third and Spring Streets

Sundays: Service, 11 a.m.
Monthly testimonial: 5 p.m. on the 3rd Wed.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30 am: Adult Sunday School

10:30 am: Middle School; 10:45 am: Children’s Program,. Worship
Service. 12:30 pm Student Arts Group, 5 p.m. HS

Wed.: 6pm: CBC University Program
EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

526-2968 • Reverend Denson Franklin
Sunday: Holy Eucharist Rite, 8 a.m., Breakfast; 8:30-9:30 a.m. - Sunday

School, 10:30 a.m; Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Monday: 4 p.m. Women’s Cursillo Group

Tuesday: 8 a.m. Men’s Cursillo Group; Bible Study 10:30 a.m. Reverend
Howard L’Enfant

Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Charles Harris, Pastor • 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.; Evening Worship 6:30

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m.,
Prayer Meeting – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:15-8:15 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor

Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun. School – 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays – Choir – 7

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School – 10 am
Worship Service – 11 am

Bible Study – 6 pm
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD
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•See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 21

Rev. Lee Bowman
First Presbyterian Church

Much of the struggle within the Christian church
and most of the accusations about the Christian
church have revolved around who’s pointing

the accusing finger at whom and why. But what if we
call a moratorium on finger pointing and guilt-induc-
ing?

Eugene Peterson helps with his translation of the
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew. Here are some ex-
amples in Ch. 7.
Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their

faults—unless, of course, you want the same treatment.
That critical spirit has a way of boomeranging.

(vss. 1-2)
Knowing the correct password—saying ‘Master, Master,’ for
instance—isn’t going to get you anywhere with me…I can
see it now—at the final judgment thousands strutting up to

me and saying ‘Master, we preached the Message, we
bashed the demons, our God-sponsored projects had every-

one talking.’ And do you know what I am going to say, ‘You
missed the boat. All you did was use me to make yourselves

important. You don’t impress me one bit. You’re out of
here.’

(21-23)
Then Jesus tells a story about two men who are

building houses — one on rock and the other on sand.
Most of us have had a foot in both camps at one time or
another — one foot on rock but the other on sand.
Sometimes, truth to tell, we seem to tool through life
building sand castles. It might take the form of watching
one of the televangelists who affirm what we want to
hear about ourselves and in the process make no de-
mands of us. Or we may pin our hopes on the latest self-
actualization theory that makes us feel good but fails to
challenge who we might become. It’s not that the sand
is inherently wicked, it’s just that it doesn’t last. The first
large wave can wash away our efforts.

Not only will sand not hold up a house, but it can
actually cause you to sink. It reminds me of the parable
about a crane on the beach that walked gingerly in the
surf as the day was waning. The crane found a fish swim-
ming in the surf and scooped it up in his bill, playing
with it, and then tossing it back in the surf. The waves

Finger pointing



• CONSERVATIVE POV

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net
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Take Highlands Home With You!
The Highlands Tumbler ...

Exclusively at...

The Hen House
488 E. Main Street • 787-2473

Monday-Saturday 10a-5p

Exclusively

There are those of you
who will say that I’m
writing as a racist. Oth-

ers will think that I am an
anti-feminist. Well, turn the
page and look somewhere
else, because I’m writing
solely from a politically ideo-
logical point of view, a sub-
ject assigned to me when
first offered this column.

Four years or so ago,
when Hillary Rodham and
Barack Hussein were duking
it out for the Democrat can-
didacy, I wrote about their
mutual infatuation with a fellow named
Saul Alinsky. Let me reintroduce you to
Saul Alilnsky. Alinsky is described as a
charismatic community organizer who
believed that the urban poor could be-
come their own best advocates in a
world that largely ignored them.

According to The Washington Post in
March 2007, “Alinski was a bluff icono-
clast who concluded that electoral poli-
tics offered few solutions to the have-
nots marooned in working-class slums.
His approach to social justice relied on
generating conflict to mobilize the dis-
possessed. Power flowed up, he said, and
neighborhood leaders who could gener-
ate outside pressure on the system were
more likely to produce effective change
than the lofty lever-pullers operating on
the inside.”

The allure of Alinsky’s strategy
reached its peak in the ‘60s. From the
Post: “Alinsky thought highly of 21-year-
old Hillary Rodham, a student govern-
ment president who grew up in the Chi-
cago suburbs. She was in the midst of a
year-long analysis of Alinski’s aggressive
mobilizing tactics, and he was searching
for ‘competent political literates’ to
move to Chicago to build grass-roots or-
ganizations.” She was offered a job and
declined, choosing to build her educa-
tional resume.

“Seventeen years later, another
young honor student was offered a job as
an organizer in Chicago. By then, Alin-
sky had died, but a group of his disciples
hired Barack Obama, a 23-year old Co-
lumbia University graduate, to organize
black residents on the South Side.
Obama embraced many of Alinski’s tac-
tics and recently said his years as an or-

•See SWANSON page  21

Don’t say I didn’t warn you…
ganizer gave him the best
education of his life.”

There are many who
think that was the only edu-
cation he got.

So you see, no matter
which won in the 2008
Democrat primary, if the
winner prevailed in the gen-
eral election, we were going
to get a dose of Alinsky’s
teachings, on way or anoth-
er. Hillary would have em-
ployed it on a more intellec-
tual level, while Obama was

the master of street-level put-it-into-prac-
tice. He learned his lessons well.

What was the political philosophy
that Alinsky espoused? His “Rules for Rad-
icals,” which become the handbook for
revolution, starts with the following dedi-
cation: “Lest we forget at least an over-the-
shoulder acknowledgement to the very
first radical: from all our legends, mythol-
ogy, and history… the first radical known
to man who rebelled against the estab-
lishment and did it so effectively that he

at least won his own kingdom-Lucifer.”
The Prologue to “Rules for Radicals”

reads: “The revolutionary force today has
two targets, moral as well as material. Its
young protagonists are one moment rem-
iniscent of the idealistic early Christians,
yet they also urge violence and cry, ‘Burn
the system down!’ They have no illusions
about the system, but plenty of illusions
about the way to change our world. It is to
this point that I have written this book.”

Taking excerpts from of RFR: “In this
book we are concerned with how to cre-
ate mass organizations to seize power and
give it to the people; to realize the demo-
cratic dream of equality, justice, peace…
‘Better to die on your feet than live on
your knees.’ This means revolution.”

“Radicals must be resilient, adaptable
to shifting political circumstances, and
sensitive enough to the process of action
and reaction to avoid being trapped by
their own tactics and forced to travel a
road not of their choosing.”

“A Marxist begins with his prime
truth that all evils are caused by the ex-
ploitation of the proletariat by the capital-

ists. From this he logically proceeds to
the revolution to end capitalism, then to
the third stage of reorganization into a
new social order of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, and finally the last
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Oriental Rug Gallery

Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 26
years on high quality merchandise and service

that is second to none.
Main Street, Oak Sqaure, Highlands NC

Mond-Sat, 10-5 • Sun. 12-5

Expert Hand-Cleaning
Restoration & Appraisals

(828) 526-5759
www.shirazruggalleries.com
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35%-55% O
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... LETTERS continued from page 2
The following 8 letters were submitted in defense of craft fairs in K-H Park

Dear Editor,
As soon as I arrived in Highlands in

1999 I was invited to participate in the
Downtown Artists Walk, provided I
agreed not to sell my work , thereby
avoiding competition with the mer-
chants. I agreed, but thought it strange
that this was the first community art
event where I was prohibited from sell-
ing my work. I surmised that the High-
lands merchants had a strong protec-
tionist system in place. Nevertheless, I
participated in the event because I be-
lieved it would support the community,
and that I had to get past my short-term
profit motives and focus on the “com-
mon good” of the community.

A few years later I was coordinating
an art show of local artists and crafts-
people at the Conference Center. We
rented the building and paid local me-
dia for advertisement. One official rep-
resenting the business community told
me it was regrettable that we had sched-
uled our event on the two days after
Thanksgiving because we would cut
into to sales of the downtown mer-
chants. The protectionist mentality was
still there.

After reading the article about the
art show on Labor Day hurting down-
town business, I realized that for some
merchants the protectionist position is
still alive and well. As a business person
operating in Highlands, reading the ar-
ticle gave me a sad feeling that for some
folks, either you are in the primetime of
being on Main Street or you are relegat-
ed to the low priority of, let us say, the
Back Street.

While I appreciate the fact that
businesses have overhead and taxes to
pay, it should not be forgotten that art-
ists and crafts people, as producers and
manufacturers of art, have overhead
too. I pay sales taxes, property taxes, pay-
roll taxes, insurance, entry fees, as well
as production costs. And oh yes, I have
maintained a business license in High-
lands for over a decade. As a potter I
purchase a substantial amount of fuel
from a local vendor to fire my kiln and
heat my studio. Each year I spend sever-
al thousand dollars buying from local
suppliers in order to produce my work.

Can’t Highlands
businesses be a little

bit open to artists
and craftspeople?

I purchase business insurance from a
local agency.

My colleagues that participate in
the art shows have similar obligations
and overhead whether they live in the
town, the county, or the region. They
devote a lot of time and energy to par-
ticipate in the art shows on Labor and
Memorial Day, and unfortunately in
many instances make little, or in some
cases, no money. Like merchants, artist
and craftspeople have seen their busi-
nesses hit very hard by the recession.
Nevertheless, they enthusiastically pro-
vide a free art show for the citizens and
guests of the community, thereby sup-
porting the important concept that
downtown is the central, public venue
for the Highlands Plateau.

If the government leadership de-
cides that these art events can not be
allowed on town property, then a
whole array of activities held at the
Recreation Center and at other town
sites may have to be reconsidered.
Modifications and improvements to
the art shows that address concerns
should certainly be considered. But, I
hope that our community has a broad-
er view of how these art events can sup-
port and enrich the long term econom-
ic viability of Highlands and the sur-
rounding area. In reviewing this issue
let’s transcend the short-term protec-
tionist position and look toward the
“common good” for the community.

Patrick Taylor
A lowly and Highlands Potter

Photo of Main Street at 3 pm on
Sunday, Sept. 4, Labor Day Weekend.

•See LETTERS page 11
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DUTCHMANSDUTCHMANSDUTCHMANSDUTCHMANSDUTCHMANS
“Transforming Your House into a Home”

Open Year Round
342 Main Street • Highlands, NC • 828-526-8864

DUTCHMANS CASUAL LIVINGDUTCHMANS CASUAL LIVINGDUTCHMANS CASUAL LIVINGDUTCHMANS CASUAL LIVINGDUTCHMANS CASUAL LIVING
Become a Fan Today!Become a Fan Today!Become a Fan Today!Become a Fan Today!Become a Fan Today!

www.DutchmansDesigns.com

Have Sweet Dreams ...

Tranquility Mattresses
Now Available!

Dear Editor,
I was an artist displaying and selling

my artwork at the labor day arts and
crafts festival this past labor day. I just
want to thank “Highlands “ for making
this lovely intimate venue available for
the high quality artists in the area to dis-
play and sell their art. In the tough finan-
cial climate that prevails in the US today,
the self employed independent Artist is
one who’s setbacks are not reflected in
any unemployment numbers given to
the media. We are the “soul” of our soci-
ety who’s talents would go without an
audience completely if it wasn’t for ven-
ues such as the one you had last week-
end.

This show was a high quality show.
The work was a wonderful cross section
of artistic hand crafted works from the
mountains. With our schools budgets be-
ing cut , the arts, music, and sports class-
es are being all but eliminated. Where
will our children learn about the “beau-
ty” that makes life glorious? If not for the
outdoor art festival venue many of our
children would go without exposure to
such mountain art. I use a statement dis-
played in my booth that is an excerpt
from a longer poem that I have written.
“... Art is when my soul takes me by the
hand...” . Young and old paused for a mo-
ment when they read this, this weekend
and said ....YES!

I applaud the city for saying Yes to a
few “quaint” outdoor art festival ven-
ues.... I applaud Cynthia for keeping the

Dear Editor,
I read with disbelief the comments

of the merchants re: the Labor Day
weekend art show held in the Town
park. Evidently, these merchants believe
that if you don’t live there, you shouldn’t
be there!

As an artist, I was excited to be asked
to participate in the show-so excited in
fact that I invited 2 other couples to join
us for the weekend, rented a house for
the duration, made reservations in the
area restaurants, shopped Market Fresh,
and my friends filled the foyer of our
rental with packages of all sizes to take
home. I heard many comments of what
a unique & diverse show it was and saw
countless logo shopping bags from
downtown merchants being carried by
show visitors. I guess the merchants
won’t mind when I ask my guests to
return their purchases....I only wonder
how we will “return” the meals to the
restaurants?

Sue Nosach
Murrayville, GA

Dear Editor,
I recently participated in the Village

Square Art Show. I overheard that the
Main Street Merchants object to the
show? They need to grasp the reality that
it’s not all about them.

What’s not to like? Six meals, one
tank of gasoline, three nights lodging,
shopping in your local grocery store and
anything else that was open during the
time I wasn’t in my booth.

All of this at greatly inflated prices
(really, a $12sandwich).

If there is a next time, I’ll see to it I
spend all my money in Franklin or Cash-
iers, they seem to like artist.

John Moore
Greenville, SV

Dear Editor,
I have been notified that the show

might not survive in its current location. I
am of the opinion that even if I’m not in
the show that it is a plus for the town
overall. This past weekend I spent around
$400 with the Highland Lodge, $100 at
Mountain Fresh Grocery, $100 with Old
Edwards Inn, $75 with the Highlands
Play House, $50 buying gasoline and
$1.75 for a pack of gum.

I love Highlands but would not be
there just for fun on Memorial and Labor
Day’s. I have one customer who stays in
town longer just to make purchases with
me. She has a home in Florida that she
goes to around Labor Day but always stays
in Highlands an extra day to see us. I
think it would be a shame to kill the
show as everyone loves it.

I guess we could move it to a private
piece of property but that would mean
less people coming downtown if the
show were not in walking distance.

The bottom line is that market forces
of supply and demand are at work. You
can’t make people spend money that they
don’t want to spend and they usually buy
what they want when the want it. If I
came to the show with inferior products
no one would buy them and I would be
forced to lose money or change my mer-
chandise to induce the customer to spend
money with me. Competition is one of
the things that make the USA great!

Mark Edge
Atlanta GA

... LETTERS continued from page 10
quality of the show high...... I applaud the
people of the Highlands area for support-
ing the show with their purchases, and
saying NO to letting our countries inde-
pendent artists evaporate in this tough
economic climate.

Susan Sorrentino
”Art-to-wear Jewelry”

Dear Editor,
I would like to send my thanks to the

town of Highlands for allowing Cynthia
Strain to continue hosting the Village
Square Art and Craft Show at the beauti-
fully re-furbished Pine Street Park. Cyn-
thia does a wonderful job of managing
this event, and I feel it is a compliment to
the unique flavor of the town by having a
bi-annual show of this caliber. Many of
my customers had shopping bags from
the vendors on Main Street as well, and
planned lunch and dinner at the local
fine restaurants. I am a resident of your
sister community of Cashiers, and bring
my business often to many of the busi-
nesses in town. I do not think it could
possibly hurt the town of Highlands to
host this show, in fact I believe it helps
the town’s reputation if it supports these
events. Many small mountain communi-
ties have Merchant’s Associations that
work to put on similar events, right on
their main street! I think the only thing
hurtful to Highlands in this subject mat-
ter is the negative grumbling of it’s Main
Street residents.

Deborah Bryant
Cashiers

Dear Editor,
It was and honor to be selected to

participate in your Labor Day Arts and
crafts festival, a very vital part of any town
and its culture and heritage. I met and
talked to many people form many
different backgrounds and cultures who

have an appreciation for art and the
people who create it.

However, it has been brought to my
attention that it is being blamed for a
loss of business to some of the local
merchants of Highlands. These two
shows only comprise a total of four days
per year and the same people that visit
this festival also spend their dollars on
gas, lodging, local restaurants visiting
local merchants’ shops. These people
enjoy themselves and many will return
and spend more dollars. These shows are
great advertising for a town that is built
on art and culture.

I am saddened to hear that the town
of Highlands is considering abolishing
these art and craft shows.

Does Highlands want to be known
as the first town in the country to start a
trend in banning these festivals? What
will our local artists do to make a living?
Will this really be a solution to our
struggling economy? It is my suggestion
not to have fewer art and craft, but more
arts and crafts to promote the town and
its art culture and I urge all people to be a
part of their arts community.

Rae Barriner

Dear Editor, 
I have been a visitor to Highlands

since my dear friend from Atlanta
bought a farm in Horse Cove several
years ago. I am considering buying a
home and moving to Highlands some-

•See LETTERS page 13



Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street Highlands, NC 828-526-5226

• Home chef
supplies

• Kitchenware
• Dinner
Settings

• Accessories

Gourmet Sauces & Spices

Gourmet
to Go &
Catering

Tuesday-Saturday • 11-6
Next to D&J Express Mart at Main & 3st streets

Also home to Wedding Designs3

RosewRosewRosewRosewRosewoodoodoodoodood
MarketMarketMarketMarketMarket

526-0383

• Specialty Foods •
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• Salons & Spas •

225 Spring Street • Highlands 828-526-9477

Images
Unlimited

Salon

Color, Cuts, Highlights, PermsColor, Cuts, Highlights, PermsColor, Cuts, Highlights, PermsColor, Cuts, Highlights, PermsColor, Cuts, Highlights, Perms
~ Manicures - Pedicures ~~ Manicures - Pedicures ~~ Manicures - Pedicures ~~ Manicures - Pedicures ~~ Manicures - Pedicures ~

~ Acrylics & Gel Enhancements ~~ Acrylics & Gel Enhancements ~~ Acrylics & Gel Enhancements ~~ Acrylics & Gel Enhancements ~~ Acrylics & Gel Enhancements ~

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. • Monday by appt.

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Manicures,
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Walk-Ins Welcome!
Open at 9-5: Monday - Saturday

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo,
Stylist: Heather D. Escandon,

Stylist: Christa Hooper,
Massage Therapist: Betsy Phillips

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main”
Highlands, NC (828) 526-3939

Now offering Feather extensions!

Call for your Appointment Today!

• INVESTING AT 4,118 FT. •

The landscaping is mature, all of the
decorating is done and you like your
neighborhood, but the home that

was once a perfect fit is now a tight
squeeze. When there’s everything to love
about your home except for its size, you
must now decide: move or improve.

The benefits of each option are
tempting. Renovating is an opportunity to
custom fit your home to your lifestyle. On
the other hand, moving to a larger prop-
erty lets you sidestep weeks or months of
construction zone living.

There is no right answer and certain-
ly no easy answer, which is why experts
advise isolating the many variables down
to a few manageable decision points.

1. Determine how a major remod-
el will impact your home’s worth. If you
already own the best house in a neighbor-
hood, adding on to it will have very little
impact on its value and might price the
home out of the market when you want
to sell. However, if your home is consid-

ered one of the more modest homes in
an elite neighborhood, judicious im-
provements return 100% or more on
your remodeling project.

2. Factor in ancillary costs. Com-
paring the cost of a new home against the
cost of renovation work is just the first en-
try in the spreadsheet. A major remodel-
ing requires an architect, engineer and
may necessitate the need for a short-term
rental if construction gets unwieldy. If you
move, factor in moving costs, staging

costs, closing costs and possible tax impli-
cations on the sale.

3. Consult with an engineer or ar-
chitect to understand all your options for
expanding -- even when those options
may appear limited. These professionals
have visions that you may not see as they
are faced with building challenges on a
daily basis.

4. Revisit the market. If it’s been
awhile since you looked for a home, val-
ues in the upper tier of the market may
surprise you. The biggest question to ask
yourself is “Can I buy something cheaper
than what it would cost to remodel?”
Also, evaluate if you can sell your home in
the current market for what you need to
obtain for buying up.

5. Determine whether you have
the stomach to withstand a major renova-
tion. Can you live in a construction site?
Do you have time to stay on top of the de-
tails? Do you and your partner cooperate
in making these decisions, or will it cause
tension in your relationship? It is very
much a second job managing a renova-
tion and if there is not enough flexibility
in your life at the time, it could be a major
stress factor.

6. List what you love about your
current situation. It is often the intangible
items that create enjoyment like the
beautiful shade tree in the backyard. If it is
hard to replace these intangibles, figure
out a way to stay put and improve your
space.

7. Consider potential sacrifices,
both architecturally and aesthetically. Not
all homes can “cope” with adding on as it
may look unbalanced or out of propor-
tion. Also, consider the impact to your
neighbors. If expanding destroys privacy
or a view, are you willing to live with the
consequences?

Where you start the analysis is imma-
terial. The most important overall ques-
tion is what are your long-term goals. Liv-
ing in the mountains is bliss enough.
Sometimes it is better to appreciate what
we have instead of creating “house envy”
over what we don’t have.

• Jody and her husband, Wood, have
owned their own real estate company for
the last 11 years. Jody was the Number
One agent on the MLS last year and Exur-
bia was the top-selling company in High-
lands. You can reach them at 526-4104.

Move or Improve?

Jody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody Lovell
exurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrealtyealtyealtyealtyealty.com.com.com.com.com
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...LETTERS continued from page 11

day. I also have had a booth in the Art
Show that Cynthia Strain has developed
since the inception.

Because of the nature of my busi-
ness, I talk to people and educate them
and if they are interested they purchase.
So we have dialog and conversations
that other vendors may not have. I have
met many people who are ‘visiting’
friends who own seasonal homes in
Highlands and Cashiers. Also, people
who come up for the day and just for the
show every year. They LOVE the art
show and look forward to it as a tradi-
tion and part of the community and feel
of the mountains and Highlands. Some
of these people are now considering a
home purchase or rental and then pos-
sible home purchase b/c of the way they
‘feel’ about their visit. I watch people
connect with friends, family and ven-
dors and connect on many levels. Truly
the Art/Craft show is also very well exe-
cuted, as I have seen many through out
the Atlanta area and this is the best! Of
course, I am partial to Highlands.

Years ago I developed and worked a
small chain of natural food stores in At-
lanta, 25 employees. I know what it
takes to bring in traffic and the cost of
advertising. I also know that the ‘cost’ of
a ‘bad feeling’ or disgruntled customer
can negate whatever it cost the shop
owner to bring in several
customers. The most important lesson I
have learned about any way of doing
business is that: people don’t buy what
you have, they really buy WHY/ you

have/or do what you do and HOW you do
it.

My point is that the Art & Craft
Shows and other events in Highlands
bring ‘good cheer’ and feelings that peo-
ple take home with them and in the end,
the BIG picture, is that these kind of
events are beneficial...small ambassadori-
al happenings for the WHOLE of High-
lands. Seems to me that their can be
some creative minds working together
here to make it even a better experience
and cooperating with one another could
produce a new tradition for generations
to come. Example: there could be an/
offering...more like a treasure hunt
experience...get your special purchase
with our sister shop on main
street...Labor Day gift for you? etc.
etc. There are many things that could be
created and tried...then keep what works
best. Perhaps the treasure hunt idea with
a map...make it
fun...interesting...cultural...historical...I
am always amazed at all the talented peo-
ple I meet who live and work in High-
lands.

From my perspective, and 35 years of
retailing and networking, this is an op-
portunity to make things better for High-
lands by creating a win-win situation for
merchants, vendors, customers and the
community.

Janet Dee
National Marketing Director,

NSA, Inc, (Juice Plus) Memphis, TN
and Atlanta, GA

Completed in 2005. 4 bed, 3 1/2 bath with  hot tub. Kitchen with workstation.
Climate Control = Gas Furnace, 2 Gas Log Fireplaces, 2 Heat Pumps.

Full Basement on 2 1/4+ acres with 600 ft. Creek Frontage.
LEASE W/OPTION TO PURCHASE.

Call (828) 421-1028.

By Owner/Builder – 10 minutes north of Dillard in North Carolina.

Eliminate Mold, Mildew, & Radon Immediately!
www.drycrawlspaces.com828-743-0900

Larry Rogers
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking
Trackhoe Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities

(828) 526-2874
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PULL OUT Highlands Area Upcoming Events
Daily
• CORE classes at Mountain Fitness on Caro-

lina Way. Tues., Thurs., Sat.,. 9:30; Mon., Wed.,
Thurs., 5:15. $10 per class or ask about specials.
Call 526-9083. (st. 6/9)

Mon-Fri
• The Nantahala Tennis Club meets at the

Rec Park at 9 a.m. All are welcome.
Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
• On the Mat Yoga at the Episcopal Church of

the Incarnation on Main Street. Upper Level Jones
Hall. Mon., and Thurs. at 10:45 a.m.; 7:30 a.m.
Wednesday. Bring your mat. 828-482-2128. $10/
hour. (9/29)

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec

Park. 8:30-9:30 a.m. $20/month.

• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec
Park, 8-9 a.m. $10 per class or $40 a month

Mondays & Wednesdays
• Pilates Mat Classes — Mondays and

Wednesdays, 4pm, The Jane Woodruff Clinic, Main
Floor, Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Call 526-5852
for info. (6/23)

Mondays
• Closed AA meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the Episco-

pal Church at Fifth and Main streets.
• Monday Madness at Fressers Eatery in His-

toric Helen’s Barn. $5 burgers, $1 off beers all day.
Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the

Highlands Conference Center at noon.
• Closed AA Women’s meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the

Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main streets.
Wednesdays

Seagrove potters
at Hen House

Fri.& Sat.,
Sept. 16 & 17

Seagrove, NC, potters Paul and
Sheila Ray will be at the Hen House
on Main Street Friday and Saturday,
Sept. 16 & 17 from 10a to 5p to sign
a new pattern for 2011 – exclusive
to the Hen House. Vibrant colors
await!

The Highlands Playhouse is excited
to be holding their annual AUCTION
this Sunday, September 18th at 6 p.m. The
event, which will be held at the High-
lands Playhouse (in the theater and lob-
by) beginning at 6 PM, is sure to be a
can’t miss event. The Playhouse team,
led by Board of Directors President Scott
Allbee and Board Treasurer Dwight Bry-
ant, has assembled an incredible and
diverse array of items that are sure to in-
trigue and excite everyone!

The Auction will include a plethora
of items donated from businesses
throughout Highlands and across the
country. The Highlands community has
been extremely generous as many shops,
hotels, and restaurants have donated
items for this year’s auction. “The High-
lands community has always been sup-
portive of the Playhouse and this year is
no different. Anyone who is a fan of shop-
ping, eating, or staying in Highlands will
be able to find exciting things to bid on,”
Board of Directors President Scott All-
bee said.

The auction will include such in-
credible items as an Orlando Vacation
Package which includes tickets to Dis-
ney World and a Wheel of Fortune Prize
Package including four VIP Passes to a
taping of the show, a piece of the wheel
signed by stars Pat Sajak and Vanna

Highlands Playhouse
Annual Auction extravaganza

is Sept. 18
at  6 p.m.

White, and a signed 8x10 of the stars as
well. Theater fans will be excited to see
tickets to theaters in Atlanta, Asheville, and
Pigeon Forge. The Carolina Hurricanes,
Carolina Panthers and Charlotte Bobcats
are just a few of the sports teams which
have sent memorabilia packages (includ-
ing many signed items).

Movie stars Dustin Hoffman and Tim
Allen as well as playwright A.R. Gurney
have signed memorabilia at the auction.
Allbee can not wait for the Highlands
Community to see the lineup, “The list of
donated items is incredible. We wanted to
have something for everyone and we cer-
tainly accomplished that. This isn’t just a
theater auction - we have a little bit of ev-
erything.”

Need more reasons to join? Admis-
sion is free (although the Playhouse will
gladly accept all donations!)! Also, there
will be an open bar with a generous selec-
tion of wines.

If you have any items you would like
to donate to the auction or if you have any
questions about the event please call the
Office at 526-2695.

• The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary meets at
7:30 a.m. in the dining room at the Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital. Enter the hospital in the main or emer-
gency entrance and follow the signs downstairs.
Visitors are welcome. Meetings end at 8:30 am.

• Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30
a.m. at First Baptist Church.

• The Homegrown Buds, a homeschool 4-H
club, meets at noon at the Macon County Library on
Siler Road in Franklin at 1 p.m.

Wednesdays & Fridays
• Open AA meeting at noon at the Episcopal

Church at Fifth and Main streets.
Every 3rd Wednesday
• Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian

Fellowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will
be served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at
6:30 p.m. Call 828-524-6777 or 706-746-9964.

Thursdays
• Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal

Church on Main and Fifth streets.
• The Highlands Writers Group meets at 1 p.m.

at the Hudson Library on Thursdays. Free writing

exercises. Bring a seven-minute writing piece to
read. Newcomers are welcome. Call Anne Doggett
at 526 8009.

• At the Highlands Nature Center, 6-7 p.m.
through Labor Day, an exciting new program each
week and they are free.

Every Third Saturday
• The Highlands Memorial Post #370 of the

American Legion meets at the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Breakfast is at 9 am. Meeting is at 10 a.m. All veter-
ans are invited to attend.

Throughout September
• The Sapphire Valley Chapter of the Ameri-

can Needlepoint Guild (ANG) is having an exhibi-
tion of needlework at the Hudson Library.

Through Sept. 15
• At the Book Worm at the Peggy Crosby Cen-

ter on S. 5th Street, a ½ price book sale. Open
Tues.-Sat., 10a-4p.

Wed., Sept. 14
• At Highlands Smokehouse, the Corbett Broth-

ers perform at 9 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 15
• NAMI Appalachian South presents Dr. Mary

Ellen Griffin as its guest speaker at the Community
Facilities Building in Franklin at 7 p.m.

• Taize at Episcopal Church of the Incarnation
at 5:30 p.m.

• Free wild gingseng production seminar at
the Cashiers Library from 10a-2p. Call 526-4009 to
register.

• DANCE at the Franlkin (NC) Community
Building, Hwy 441 South-across from “Whistle Stop
Mall’” Thursday Sept.15,from 6:30- 9 PM. Music
by “SWINGTIME BAND.” For more information Call
828-369-9155.

Fri. & Sat., Sept. 16-17
• Macon County Public Health will be giving flu

shots at the Macon County Fair on Friday and
Saturday from 9 am to 9 pm (while supplies last).
The shots will be available for adults and children at
a cost of $25. Insurance will be filed for BCBS,
Medicare, Medicaid, Tri-Care, Crescent, and Medi-
care replacements, so bring your card. The flu shot
station will be located outside in a mobile unit and no
appointment is necessary. Please call 349-2081 for
more information.

• At the Hen House on Main Street, Ray Pot-
tery signing 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

• Patron Party for the Dazzling Dahlias! event
is Friday, 6:30-8:30 PM at the home of Dr. & Mrs.
Ernest Franklin, III who will host the party at their
historical home, the former home of Dr. Henry Mar-
tin Bascom.  Tickets are $50. Guests who attend the
party will be able to tour Dr. Franklin’s lovely gar-
dens and grounds and tour the historical portion of
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their home. Heavy hors d’oeuvres and beverag-
es will be served.

• 12th Annual Native Plant Symposium at the
Performing Arts Center. For ticket information and
reservations, call 626-2221.12th Annual Native
Plant Symposium at the Performing Arts Center.
For ticket information and reservations, call 626-
2221.

Saturday, Sept. 17
• Dazzling Dahlias! Highlands first annual

Dahlia Festival is Saturday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. in
Highlands, N.C. at the Historic Village; the site of the
Highlands Historical Society located at 524 N.
Fourth Street in Highlands. The Festival is free,
with an Exhibitor fee of $10 is for hobbyist and
amateur Dahlia growers. Registration may be
made by completing forms available throughout the
Highlands and Cashiers area or by contacting Joyce
Franklin, chairperson of the event at 828-526-9418.
Judging of the many beautiful dahlias will include 5
categories with prizes awarded for each. Music
and refreshments will be served. The Museum
and The Prince House will be open for touring. For
more, call the Highlands Historical Society at 828-
787-1050.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 4-mile
moderate-to-strenuous hike to Windy Falls, a rare-
ly-visited falls on the Horse Pasture River. The last
half mile is steeply downhill with an elevation loss/
gain of 600 ft. A side trip to a small cave is available
to those who wish to see it. Call leaders Mike and
Susan Kettles, 743-1079, for reservations. Visitors
welcome but no pets please.

Sun. Sept. 18
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 1 mile

easy-to-moderate loop hike on the Rufus Morgan
Trail with some rock hopping to a lovely falls with
wildflowers along the way. Call leader Kay Coriell,
369-6820, for reservations. Visitors welcome, but
no pets please.

• Highlands Playhouse Annual Auction ex-
travaganza is Sept. 18 at the playhouse in the lob-
by and theater. To donate items or for more infor-
mation call 526-2695.

Monday, Sept. 19
• The Highlands Bolivian Mission announced

the date for the “All Male Beauty Pageant” for 2011.
It will be held at the Highlands Playhouse at 8 p.m.
with a complimentary wine bar beginning at 7:30
p.m. compliments of  Bryson’s Food store. The tick-

ets are $100 each and all gifts are fully tax deduct-
ible. Tickets can be purchased by calling 526-3605.

Tues., Sept. 20
• B.E.A.R Talk – in Your Neighborhood Albert

Carlton Community Library, Cashiers. 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 22
• DOT info session on semi-truck turnarounds •See EVENTS page 16

from 4-7 p.m. at the Cullasaja Fire Dept. Four
turnarounds are being considered.

• The Highlands Plateau Audubon Society
will have a field trip to the Blue Ridge Parkway for
fall migrants. We will return mid-afternoon so bring
a light picnic lunch. Meet at the public parking area

This autumn, Highlands-Cashiers
Land Trust will bring back by popular de-
mand their Elk Excursion to Cataloochee
Valley, on two different dates as part of their
popular Eco Tour Outreach Program. On
Thursday, September 22nd and again on
Wednesday, September 28th, eco tour par-
ticipants will enjoy special presentations
by a GSMNP elk specialist, the opportuni-
ty to view the elk in their habitat and a pic-
nic dinner in the valley. The September 22nd

trip will include a seated presentation while
the September 28th tour will include a walk-
ing tour.

Not only does the early fall offer spec-
tacular views in the valley but it is also a
great time to visit and experience the rut.
The “rut” is the season when the male elk,
or bull, compete for dominance and the right
to mate with the female elk, or cow.An im-
portant, and quite enchanting, part of the
process is the bull warning call to other
males, known as the “bugle.” The call,
which has been described by many as ee-
rie or haunting, provides an audible cue

HCLT’s Elk
Excursion offers

two trips

that fall has arrived at Cataloochee Valley.
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to

learn more about the elk reintroduction pro-
gram during this beautiful time of year. The
cost for the Elk Excursion is only $10 for
HCLT members and $35 for new friends
which include an HCLT membership. A pic-
nic dinner will be provided. Space is limit-
ed. To learn more and to reserve your spot
contact Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust at
(828) 526.1111 or
julie.hitrust@earthlink.net.The mission of
HCLT is to protect valuable land resources
for all generations.

Imagine a rustic
twig chandelier, a
unique Gee’s Bend
handmade quilt, fine
turquoise necklace, and
a vacation in your own
Caribbean cottage!
These are fantastic gifts
for any occasion, and
are available along with
additional distinctive
artwork at Celebration!,
the annual fundraiser
for The Bascom, a cen-
ter for the visual arts.

Celebration! fea-
tures two evenings of
entertainment:

•Friday, Septem-
ber 30th – Motown in
the Mountains party on
The Bascom Terrace, in-
cluding live music by
the Sensational Sounds of Motown, bar-
becue from Cashiers Farmers Market,
wine selections and more. Tickets $35.
Children under age 5 – free; ages 5 to 12 –
$5.

•Saturday, October 1st – Dinner Gala
and Auction at The Bascom. Don’t miss
this elegant party offering fine dining and
spirits, silent auction and the exciting live
auction! Also during the live auction will
be “Touching a Heart Through Art,” a pad-
dle raise to support The Bascom. Tickets
$225.

Complementing The Bascom’s Cel-
ebration!, the “Tools in Motion” exhibi-
tion showcases repetition and motion in
common, everyday tools and hardware.
This witty traveling exhibition comes from
The Hechinger Collection and was orga-
nized by Arts and Artists International of
Washington, D.C. On view at The Bas-

Celebration! at The Bascom
Offers Craft Art, Motown Music and

Gifts Galore
com from October 1st
through December
23rd, “Tools in Motion”
is sponsored by The
Alma Lee and H.N. Sau-
rage Fund, Baton Rouge
Area Foundation; Fay
and Barrett Howell;
Marsha and English
Robinson; and Valerie
and Peter Whitcup.

All proceeds from
Celebration! support
programs at The Bas-
com. This event is made
possible through con-
tributions from our gen-
erous benefactors and
corporate sponsors, in-
cluding Delta Air Lines,
Wells Fargo Wealth
Management Charlotte,
BNY Mellon, J.T. Turn-

er Construction, Pure Insurance and Wells
Fargo Insurance Atlanta, Franklin Ford,
The Highlander Newspaper, The Laurel
Magazine, Moss Robertson Cadillac, Old
Edwards Inn and Spa, WHLC FM104.5
and WNC Magazine.

The Bascom is open year-round,
Monday through Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm,
and Sunday, noon to 5 pm. Enjoy work-
shops, exhibitions, special events and qual-
ity programs throughout the year at The
Bascom. For more information, to regis-
ter for workshop offerings or for more
details on all activities, visit
www.TheBascom.org or call
828.526.4949.

For more information:
www.TheBascom.org/celebration,
www.Celebrationartdesigncraft.org, or
call 828.787.2896.
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Rock n’ Roll returns to Highlands in
the PAC on Sept. 23

next to the town hall at 7 a.m. For additional informa-
tion call Brock Hutchins at 828-787-1387.

• Eco Tour: Elk Excursion. Join Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust for an expedition to Cata-
loochee Valley. Learn about the elk reintroduction
program, taught by elk specialists, and then enjoy
free time to view the elk in their natural habitat. For
information and to sign-up contact:
Julie.hitrust@earthlink.net or (828) 526.1

• Friends of Pantertown 2nd annual member-
ship picnic and free public concert will be held from
5 - 8 p.m. at The Village Green in Cashiers, NC
located at the crossroads of NC107 & US64. Live
music and entertainment. Bring your own picnic
supplies (basket, food, beverages, blanket, chairs,
etc.), bring your friends and come on down to the
Village Green to enjoy some great mountain music
in a beautiful setting.

Friday, Sept. 23
• Laurel Garden Club Patron’a Party for Tour

of Kitchens at Rainwater, one of Highlands’ glamor-

ous mountain top estates, 6 to 8 PM. Tickets are
$125 each for the patrons’ party. A limited number will
be sold. Tickets can be purchased online from the
club website
www.HighlandsLaurelGardenClub.com, and by
mail, at Laurel Garden Club, P.O. Box 142, High-
lands, NC 28741. Call (828) 526-8334 for more
information.

• Highlands Male Chorus with Angie Jenkins
on the piano at PAC at 7:30 p.m. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. For tickets call 526-9047. A reception follows.

Saturday, Sept. 24
• Laurel Garden Club of Highlands, North Caro-

lina, is planning a Tour of Kitchens 9 to 5. Tickets are
$50 per person for the tour. A limited number will be
sold. Tickets can be purchased online from the club
website www.HighlandsLaurelGardenClub.com,
and by mail, at Laurel Garden Club, P.O. Box 142,
Highlands, NC 28741. Call (828) 526-8334 for more
information.

• Highlands Farmer’s Market in Kelsey-Hutch-
inson Park on Pine Street, 8-11 a.m. Homegrown

By Angie Jenkins, Farrel Zehr
”Remember when you held me

tight. . .” Whether it was happier and
simpler then or just that we were young,
those warm sweet sounds of early Rock
and Roll will return to Highlands, Friday,
Sept. 23, at the Performing Arts Center.

Will it be a pop group of the ‘50s?
No, those ageless “rock stars” of the
Highlands Male Chorus (Joe Powell
directing, Angie Jenkins accompanying)
will sing the songs of their youth and
gyrate(?!) to the oldies. You won’t be able
to stop swinging with them. Even the
youngsters among us will know all the
words. Their parents played them over
and over and over while they were

growing up.
One of the first hits of the Rock and

Roll era, “Rock Around the Clock” turns
up the tempo. The “Great Pretender” gets
you swaying. Will Elvis make an
appearance? Only he knows. For sure,
Highlands King of Swing, Wayne
Coleman, will sing a reprise of “Blue
Suede Shoes.”

Be sure to find your seat early and
avoid standing (or dancing) room only
for this popular singing group.

Tickets ($12) are available by calling
the Performing Arts Center at 526-9047
or at the door which opens at 6:30,
September 23. Performance starts at 7:30.
A reception follows.

The B.E.A.R
Task Force is begin-
ning its fall black
bear education se-
ries. On Tuesday,
September 20th,
B.E.A.R. Talk …..In
Your Neighborhood
will be presented at
the Albert Carlton
Library in Cashiers
at 5:30 pm. The pro-
gram is free and
handouts will be
provided.

The program
will begin with a short film Living in
Bear Country—Practical Advice on Liv-
ing Responsibly in Bear Country. Fol-
lowing the film, wildlife experts Anne
Allison and Kathy Sherrard will share
important information about black
bears and explain actions people can
take to reduce human/bear conflicts.
Allison and Sherrard have been wildlife
educators for over 15 years and current-
ly work as volunteers for Appalachian
Bear Rescue and B.E.A.R.

 “Nuisance bears” are a product of
human behavior. B.E.A.R. is challenging
all neighborhood communities to come
and discuss ways they can live more re-
sponsibly in bear country.

B.E.A.R. TALK Program Series
October Pro-

grams
B . E . A . R .

TALK….Hunting
and Your Property
Rights

On October
4th, 5:30 pm, Hud-
son Library in
Highlands This
program will delve
into new laws per-
taining to hunting
and trespassing in
relation to proper-
ty rights as well as

other hunting regulations and what is
and is not legal in the town limits.

Presenters- Capt. Greg Daniels, NC
Wildlife Resource Commission Offic-
er, Chief Bill Harrell, Highlands Police

B.E.A.R. TALK…. Hiking and Camp-
ing in Bear Country

October 11th, 5:30 pm, Albert Car-
lton Community Library in Cashiers.
Presenter-Tanya Poole, Pisgah Center
for Wildlife Education, NC Wildlife Re-
source Commission For more informa-
tion on any of these programs or to re-
quest a program or assistance for your
club or neighborhood, contact B.E.A.R
at bearwnc@gmail.com or Chair, Cyn-
thia Strain at (828) 526-9227.

and home-made.
This date has been designated Family Hiking

Day. The Nantahala Hiking Club will sponsor one
or more short hikes appropriate for children to en-
courage family hiking. Look for hike details and how
to sign up on www.applachiantrail.org/familyhike.

Tuesday, Sept. 27
• Town of Highlands Public Hearing on ETJ at

the Rec Park at 7 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 28
• Eco Tour: Elk Excursion Join Highlands-

Cashiers Land Trust for an expedition to Cataloochee
Valley. Learn about the elk reintroduction program,
taught by elk specialists, and then enjoy free time to
view the elk in their natural habitat. For information
and to sign-up contact: Julie.hitrust@earthlink.net or
(828) 526.1111.

Friday, Sept. 30
•Motown in the Mountains party on The Bas-

com Terrace, including live music by the Sensation-
al Sounds of Motown, barbecue from Cashiers
Farmers Market, wine selections and more. Tickets

$35. Children under age 5 – free; ages 5 to 12 –
$5.

• An AARP Driver Safety Program will be
taught at the Good Shepherd Episcopal Church
on Hwy. 107 in Cashiers from 9a to 1 p. To regis-
ter call 743-2359 and leave a clear messaging
giving your name and contact information. Upon
completion of the 4-hour course graduates may
be eligible to receive a discount on their insurance
premiums.

Sept. 30-Oct. 9
• At Highlands Playhouse, “Hear What’s in

the Heart.” Call 526-2695 for ticket information.
Sat., Oct. 1
•Dinner Gala and Auction at The Bascom.

Don’t miss this elegant party offering fine dining
and spirits, silent auction and the exciting live auc-
tion! Also during the live auction will be “Touching
a Heart Through Art,” a paddle raise to support
The Bascom. Tickets $225.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 4-mile
moderate hike to Whiteside Mtn. and the Devils
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Laurel
Garden Club
Kitchen tour
planned for

Sept. 24
This Highlands cottage, tucked away in a family compound, has the quintessen-

tial mountain kitchen. Don’t miss Highlands Laurel Garden Club’s tour of six kitch-
ens, Sept. 24.

Tickets are $50 per person for the tour, and $125 each for the patrons’ party. A
limited number will be sold. Purchase tickets online at
www.HighlandsLaurelGardenClub.com, and by mail, at Laurel Garden Club, P.O.
Box 142, Highlands, NC 28741. Call 526-8334 for more information.Photo by Sa-
rah Valentine.

Highlands Area Upcoming Events PULL OUT

Courthouse, near Highlands NC, with an elevation
change of 900 ft. and awesome views. Meet at the
Whiteside Mtn. parking area at 9:30 am. Bring plen-
ty of water and lunch. Call leader Jim Whitehurst,
526-8134, for reservations. Visitors are welcome
but no pets please.

Sun. Oct. 2
The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy

2-mile hike on the Mud Creek Falls trail near Sky
Valley GA , a gentle climb to a spectacular waterfall.
Meet at the Smoky Mtn, Visitors Center in Otto, NC,
at 2 pm. Drive 12 miles round trip. Call leader Kay
Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations or alternate meet-
ing place. Optional stop for ice cream. Visitors wel-
come but no pets please.

Tuesday, Oct. 4
• B.E.A.R. Talk – Hunting and Your Property

Rights, Hudson Library, Highlands., 5:30 p.m.
• Composting and Vermicomposting, Free

Seminar at the Cashiers Library 2-4 pm. Call 526-
0890 x320 or mprice@j-mca.org to register.

Wednesday, Oct. 5
• Art & Fashion for Fur – a fundraiser for the

Cashiers-Highlands Humane Society. 7-10 p.m. at
Jorge’s Place  in Cashiers. Tickets are $35 in ad-
vance available at Jorge’s Place and Gallery on the
Green in Cashiers. For more call 828-743-5752.

Thursday, Oct. 6
Taize at the Highlands United Methodist Church

at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 8
• Highlands Farmer’s Market in Kelsey-Hutch-

inson Park on Pine Street, 8-11 a.m. Homegrown
and home-made.

The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moder-
ate 6-mile loop trail with an elevation change of 600
ft. to Black Balsam Knob off the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Meet at the Bi Lo parking area in Franklin at 9 a.m.
Bring water and lunch. Drive 120 miles round trip.
Call leader Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for reserva-
tions. Visitors welcome but no pets please.

Tues., Oct. 11
• B.E.A.R. Talk – Hiking and Camping in Bear

Country, Albert Carlton Community Library, Cash-
iers. 5:30 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 14
• Laugh Loudly and Carry a Big Stick: J-MCA

presents Theodore Roosevelt in Highlands, NC at
the Performing Arts Center. Box office opens at 5:30
pm, the 90 minute show begins at 6:30 pm. Tickets
are $35 per person. For tickets and more informa-
tion call 828-526-0890 ext. 320 or Buy tickets online
at www.j-mca.org.Saturday, Oct. 15

• Pour Le Pink 5-K Walk/Run for Breast Health
and Women’s Services - organized by the High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital Foundation, a new 5-K
beginning and ending on the campus of the hospital.
Funds raised will go toward maintaining HCH’s state-
of-the-art equipment as well as financial aid for HCH
patients. The event begins at 8am, fun walk begins
at 8:15am and is open to male/female runners and
walkers, all ages. Pre-registration is $20, if received
by Sept. 29th, and $30 thereafter. To register, be-
come a sponsor, or for additional race details please
visit www.highlandscashiershosptial.org or call (828)
526-1313. The race is being organized with assis-
tance by Highlands Roadrunners Club

• Laugh Loudly and Carry a Big Stick: J-MCA
presents Theodore Roosevelt in Cashiers, NC at
the Orchard Restaurant. The Orchard will host a
period style brunch using fresh from the farm ingre-
dients to accompany this 60 minute performance.
Doors open at 11:30am; Farm Style brunch begins
at 12 noon with the performance immediately follow-

ing. $50 per person. Seating is limited. Buy tickets
online at www.j-mca.org or call 828-526-0890 x320.

The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 12-mile
strenuous hike with an elevation change of 3,000 ft.
to Mt. Cammerer in the Smoky Mts. National Park
via the Chestnut Creek and Appalachian trails. Only
hikers in excellent shape should take this hike. Meet
at the Huddle House in Dillsboro NC at 8 a.m. Drive
120 miles round trip. Bring water and lunch. Call
leader Don O’Neal, 828-586-5723.

Sun. Oct. 16
The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy-

to-moderate hike on the Jack Rabbit Mtn.Trail at
Lake Chatuge, with an elevation change of 400 ft.
Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin, opposite Burger
King, at 2 p.m. Drive 55 miles round trip. Call leader
Kay Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations.

Thurs., Oct. 20
• Taize at the Holy Family Lutheran Cnurch at

5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 22
• Highlands Farmer’s Market in Kelsey-Hutch-

inson Park on Pine Street, 8-11 a.m. Homegrown
and home-made.

The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 6-mile

moderate-to-strenuous hike on the Chattooga Riv-
er Trail from Whiteside Cove to the Iron Bridge
with car shuttle. Some scrambling over rocks is
required. Meet behind Cashiers Wachovia Bank
at 10 am. Bring water and lunch. Drive 26 miles
round trip. Call leaders Mike and Susan Kettles,
743-1079, for reservations.

The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a mod-
erate-to-strenuous 2.5 mile hike on a primitive trail
to three gorgeous waterfalls on Middle Creek in
the Scaly Mtn. area. Some scrambling down and
up steep areas. Meet at Scaly Mtn. P.O. on Hwy.
106 at 10 a.m. Bring water and lunch. Drive 3
miles round trip. Call leader Virginia Talbot, 526-
4904, for reservations.

Sat. Oct. 29
The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 6-mile

moderate hike in Panthertown Valley with an ele-
vation change of 900 ft. to Blackrock Mtn., Warden
Falls, Granny Burrell’s falls and her homeplace.
Meet behind the Cashiers Wachovia Bank at 9:30
a.m. with plenty of water, lunch, two garbage bags
with rubber bands for stream crossing. Drive 24
miles round trip. Call leader JimWhitehurst, 526-
8134, for reservations.
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• HIGHLANDS SCHOOL SPORTS •

By Ryan Potts
The Highlands Highlander varsity

soccer team opened conference play on
Monday with a dominating 6-1 victory
over the Murphy Bulldogs. The Highland-
ers opened their scoring when Dax Lloyd
found the back of the net midway through
the first half to put the Highlanders up.
The Highlanders then added a goal when
Tyler Converse scored again and then the
rout was on. Converse added another goal
and Philip Murphy, Tyler Munger and
Clayon Creighton rounded out the scor-
ing.

Highlanders open SMC play with win over Murphy

By Ryan Potts
The Highlands Lady Highlander Vol-

leyball team earned their first win of the
season last Thursday against the Nantaha-
la Hawks. Highlands was able to avoid the
slow starts that have plagued them at times
this season to jump out early and coast to
victory in straight sets.

“It was a good win,” said Senior Cap-
tain Isaac Beavers. “We started out slow in
the first half, but we picked it up in the sec-
ond half and played with a little more in-
tensity. It was good to get in some of our
younger players so they could get some con-
ference experience.” Beavers also added that
“We are going to have to pick up the effort
and improve our passing before facing
Polk.” The Highlanders travel to Polk Coun-
ty on Thursday to play the Wolverines in
what looks to be one of the toughest tests
remaining on the regular season schedule.

Highlander Volleyball scores win versus
Nantahala, falls to Murphy

Unfortunately for the Lady Highland-
ers, the slow starts returned on Monday as
they traveled to Murphy to face the Lady
Bulldogs. The Lady Highlanders could not
get their game going early and ended up
dropping three straight sets to the Lady Bull-
dogs, 25-10, 25-9 and 25-9.

Pictured from left: front row –Coach Debbie Moss, Kim Griffen, Erica Barnes,
Maddie Schandolph, Sandra Garcia. Back row – Megan Vinson, Katlin Moss,
McKayla Hensley and Stella Wilson. Not pictured: Coach Maggie Dearth
and Assistant Coach Leslie Wilson

Middle School Volley Ball Team

Middle School Co-Ed Soccer Team

Pictured are Manager Cole Wilkes, Courtney Henry, Allie Wilkes, Whitney
Billingsley, Remy Adrian, Dylan Vinson, Colin Weller, Chase Harris, Man-
ager Zach DeLaCruz, Andy Marquez, Jody Thorske, Ryan Houser, John
Murphy, Amber Reese, Bethany Shuler, Benjamin Miller, Tucker Johnson and
Preston McConnell. Student assistants are Kirstyn Owen and Jessica Tilson.
Not pictured are Student Assistant Caroline Christy, Head Coach Jeff Weller
and Assistant Coach Kevin Vinson.

Photos by Kim Lewicki
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The Reverend Jim Muphy, Rector
(252) 671-4011 or (828) 743-1701

www.christanglicanchurch.com

Our Vision:
To be God’s word in practice.

Worshipping at the facilities of
Whiteside Presbyterian Church

621 US 64 Hwy, Cashiers

Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
Communion Service

Come and see!

to turnaround before it’s too late.
When drivers’ routes are mapped, the

topography of the land is not taken into
consideration and so drivers oftentimes
find themselves on the Gorge Road Road at
a point when it’s impossible to back up or
turnaround. Of course, there are some who
know the route and risk detection in lieu
of taking longer routes in and out of High-
lands.

The four turnaround spots being con-
sidered along US 64  are at US441/ US64,
at Walnut Creek, at Deal’s Farm Circle and
at Chowan Drive in Highlands.

DOT is holding an information ses-
sion Thursday, Sept. 22 from 4-7 p.m. at
the Cullasaja Fire Dept. on US 64 west to
get citizen feedback and to explain its plans.
Highlands Police Chief Bill Harrell asks
that as many citizens as possible from High-
lands attend.

The driver of the stuck semi in the
above photo wasn’t charged. Cell phone
service isn’t available at that point on the
Gorge Road so he drove through town un-
noticed.

– Kim Lewicki

...SEMI from page 1

...MAGISTRATE continued from page 1
before the magistrate there.

Like the plan to consolidate commu-
nity colleges within a 30-mile radius of each
other, and deciding the county doesn’t need
a kidney dialysis center, legislators in Ra-
leigh have neglected to take the geography
of Macon County and its weather into ac-
count when making budgetary decisions.

On the map trekking to Franklin from
Highlands doesn’t look like a big deal nor
does driving from Franklin to Sylva.

Macon County Clerk of Court Vic Per-
ry was instructed to cut 1.5 positions from
its 4.5 positions.

“One went in Franklin and the .5 po-
sition Highlands went,” he said.

Perry said not having a magistrate in
Highlands will place undue hardship on
Sheriff Deputies and Highlands Police
Officers as well as the three magistrates
on staff in Franklin.

Regardless of the time day or night,
law enforcement in Highlands will have
to leave their posts to drive down the
mountain which takes them off the streets.

“This also means the three magistrates

on staff who are on a straight salary and
don’t get overtime, will be working 70-80
hours a week because they are always on
call,” said Perry.

Highlands Police Chief Bill Harrell
said it also puts an extreme hardship on the
taxpayers of Highlands.

“Not only is public safety an issue when
one of our officers must leave the plateau
especially at night now that we have 6-7
new bars in town, but it’s likely we will
have to request funding for another officer
to cover for the one who will be driving to
Franklin and back,” he said.

The part-time magistrate position is a
$20,000 a year position – whereas a police
officer position will cost more.

He said the time it will take not to
mention the fuel costs are all factors the
state disregarded in its decision to cut the
budget.

Highlands magistrate Pat Taylor, who
is called out at all hours of the day and night,
said he’s not sure how it’s all going to work.

Tuesday night, Sheriff Robert Holland
and Chief Harrell presented a letter which

they are sending to Judge John Smith, Di-
rector of North Carolina Administrative
Office of the Courts requesting his inter-
vention in the state’s decision.

“We appreciate the financial circum-
stances that all levels of government must
deal with in the current economic crisis
and understand the need to eliminate a full-
time Magistrate position in Franklin; how-
ever we are worried about the unintended
consequences that will result from the de-
cision to eliminate the part-time Magistrate
position assigned to the town of Highlands.
Eliminating this position will create finan-
cial hardships for both the Macon County
Sheriff’s Office and the Highlands Police
Department, and safety concerns for the
citizens of Macon County and Highlands,”
reads the letter.

It continues, “viewed on a map, the
distance from Franklin to Highlands would
appear to be insignificant to a person who
is not familiar with the mountains of west-
ern North Carolina. In fact, the view from
the driver’s seat of a vehicle traveling U.S.
Highway 64 is quite different; including
steep grades, narrow lanes, sharp curves and
a sheer drop of hundreds of feet on the riv-
er-side of the highway.  This portion of the
road is so hazardous that the Department
of Transportation has restricted some com-
mercial vehicles from traveling on it.  The
hazardous conditions become worse dur-
ing severe weather and in the winter due to
Highlands’ elevation, which is in excess of

3,800 feet.
“Without a part-time Magistrate avail-

able on-call in Highlands, all arrestees and
involuntary commitments will have to be
transported down the mountain to Frank-
lin.  This will result in a lack of patrol cov-
erage for the town and part of the county,
unless additional law enforcement officers
are hired.  Involuntary commitments are
increasing and the time spent by law en-
forcement in dealing with respondents is
increasing at an even greater rate.  Having
the part-time Magistrate allows Highlands
Cashiers Hospital to be utilized saving time
and money.

“Other consequences will include in-
creased fuel costs, vehicle wear and tear, and
the absence of law enforcement presence
for residents in and near the town.   With
increased travel on this road the chance of
serious accidents will increase along with
the risk of injuries or death to officers, indi-
viduals in custody and other travelers.  Ac-
cidents involving officers will, of course,
result in lawsuits for the town, county and
individuals officers.  Additionally, all of
these consequences apply to the State law
enforcement agencies that also utilize the
Magistrate in Highlands

“Based on these concerns, we respect-
fully request that you review the decision to
eliminate this position and retain the part-
time Magistrate position in Highlands.”

As it did concerning the consolidation
of community colleges and the need for a
dialysis center, the board signed a resolu-
tion stating its position.

Tuesday night, Macon County Com-
missioners agreed to have a worksession
to see if the county’s finances justify a re-
val in 2013, as decided back in Nov. 2007,
or if it will ask the state for a two-year
extension pushing it to 2015.

Obviously, if a reval was done today
or even in 2013 as decided back in Nov.
17, 2009, the tax value and money gener-
ated would likely be less than needed by
the county to continue business as usual
without raising taxes.

The state’s Machinery Act requires a
reval every eight years – but counties can
opt for a different timeframe, one less than
eight years, which Macon County did Jan.
1998 beginning with the 1999 reval.

The last reval was 2007 so the county
has two more years to play with but will
have to ask the state for an extension of
two years and still hit the mandatory 8-
year mark.

When property valuations were ris-
ing yearly, it behooved the county to do a
reval every four years, thereby keeping its
taxes low. But in 2011, with property val-
ues in the decline, depressed sales and
market instability, Tax Assessor Richard
Lightner suggested pushing the reval to
2013.

So far, that’s still on, but commission-
ers must see figures to determine how it

will affect its finances.
“If all property has gone down 50% in

value equally, the county would still need
to raise $26,000,000 in revenue to operate
county functions,” said Lightner. “These
functions are mandated to represent about
85-87% of that total. Thus, even if all values
went down 50% the amount of taxes paid
on average would be what they were before
the new lower value”

Lightner said since properties change
in values depending on many variables, not
all types of properties would increase or de-
crease in taxes paid at the same rate, thus,
many people would see tax increases while
a few would see decreases.

He said occupied primary residence
change at a much different rate than say
speculative properties, vacant land, lots, and
secondary homes, and each of those cate-
gories have subcategories.

“Where as some types of properties
may have gone down 30-50%, others are
flat or marginally changed,” he said. “The
key to any appraisal is the availability of
good comparables not ones tainted by fore-
closures, quick sales or undue pressure. At
this time we have about 1/4 of the normal
sales we need to get an accurate reading of
the market in each property type.”

– Kim Lewicki

Economy may affect county’s
property reval schedule
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2011 Corporate Sponsor

For Tickets, call or visit the
Box Office:

828-526-2695 362 Oak
Street, Highlands

On Stage
at the

Highlands Playhouse
Sept. 30-Oct.9

Hear What’s in the Heart

73 Years of
Professional

Theatre
 in Highlands

• POLICE & FIRE WEEKLY LOG •
Highlands PD log entries from Sept. 6. Only the names of

persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor, or public officials
have been used.

Sept. 6
• At 8 a.m., a broken window was reported at the Citgo Station on the

Cashiers Road.
 Sept. 7
• At 10 a.m., a damaged Xchange propane tank was reported at the

Farmers Market on NC 106.
• At 12:26 p.m., there were three 9-1-1 hangups from a residence on

Spring Street. Nothing was found to be wrong.
• At 5:45 p.m., residents on Catabaw Trail reported a bear in their yard.
Sept. 9
• A little past midnight, a resident on Cook Road reported a tenant in the

building communicating threats.
• During the week, police officers issued 11 citations and responded to 4

alarm activation.
Highlands F&R Dept. log entries from Sept. 7
Sept. 7
• At 10:12 p.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle accident on Dendy

Orchard Road where a vehicle was stuck on an embankment. No one was
hurt.

Sept. 8
• At 11:20 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to Spotted Bear Lane

where a child was sick. He was taken to the hospital.
Sept. 9
• At 6:59 a.m., the dept. responded to an alarm at a residence on Mt. Lori

Drive. It was false.
• At 7:44 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to Sawmill Road for a

medical call. The person was taken to the hospital.
• At 8:27 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to Hicks Road for a

medical call. The person was taken to the hospital.
• At 9:21 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Laurel

Heights for a medical call. The person was taken to the hospital.
Sept. 10
• At 12:43 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Clear

Creek Road for a medical call. The person was taken to the hospital.
• At 2:42 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence on Hicks

Road for a medical call. The person was taken to the hospital.
• At 7:35 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to residence on the

Cashiers Road where someone had fallen. The person was taken to the
hospital.Pilgrimage to Ground

Zero
By Chis Ammons

Highlands native, Banks County, GA Fire & EMS

Then there was a firefighter strong and brave.
Very often his face he did not shave.

He was full of courage, honor and heart.
He was quick to decide and very smart.

6 foot 3 inches he stood.
Always ready, wearing a Nomex hood.

His gear is black from ash and soot.
Calm under pressure and sure of foot.

He was always fast to save a life,
And very loving of his children and wife.
Large muscles to him his job had given.

An honest man who worked hard for a livin’.
He steered clear of drugs of harm.

Any heart could be won by his charm.
In fear for the ones in the New York strife, on his

way up north, he went to save a life.
With eyes of blue and dark brown hair.

On his way to each call he would recite a prayer:
“Father forgive me for my sins,

For if this day is my last, I want us to be friends,
Give me the courage to battle the blaze; Help guide

my path through the fiery maze.
And if something should happen so that I am no

more,
Watch over my wife and son of four.

Take care of the men who work beside me,
Let them return safely to their family.
Lord, this I ask in your precious name,
For now it is time, I can see the flames.

• Chris is now with the Bank County, GA, Fire &
EMS but was a Junior Fireman with Highlands Fire &
Rescue when he wrote this poem.

Don’t miss the
Highlands Playhouse

Annual Auction
Sunday, Sept. 18

6 p.m.
... in the theater and the

lobby
To donate items or for more
information, call 526-2695

...FIRETRUCK from page 1
Shaffer, Jr., Mr. Joe Spence, Jr., M/M Yancy Stribling, M/M
Georgre Thomas, M/M Thomas Tracy and M/M Roderick
White.

Donors outside the Highlands Country Club – Mr.
D.G.E. Chidsey, Mrs. Elaine Fleming, M/M Kent Nelson,
Mr. Bill Sands and C.A. Wilson Electric Service as well as
citizens who turned out for the department’s annual
celebration in August donated $3,120 toward the project.
All tolled the department collected $13,095.

There are 27 active firefighters in the Highlands Fire
& Rescue Dept. and 21 of them also serve as first-
responders in support of the county’s EMS personnel
whose office is in Highlands next to the fire department.

These men have been looking forward to the
restoration of Highlands first fire truck, a 1953 Model FR-
50T Four Wheel Drive Fire Truck. It is an important icon
to the dept. The restoration will involve a slight
modification so that benches instead of hoses and related
equipment will be in the back to accommodate children
and others for its intended ceremonial participation in
parades and other public events.

This historic fire truck was built in Wisconsin by the
Four Wheel Drive Company which was founded in 1909.
Its founders developed the first four-wheel drive vehicles.
The company manufactured many military vehicles for
the country’s efforts in two world wars. Known for years
as simply FWD the company’s distributor in NC, North
Carolina Equipment Company, sold the truck to the Town
of Highlands on February 10, 1953 for the sum of
$12,314.25 financed over a period of three years at 6%
interest.

Chief Manley said restoration of the fire truck is
important to the men and it has become a tradition for
fire companies to recover and restore their first trucks as
symbols for those who have served and continue to serve.

Manley hopes restoration will be complete in time
for the Christmas parade this year.
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Chad Reed, resident piano-man
at ...on the Verandah, will have

an
old-fashioned “sing-a-long”

in the Dug Out Lounge
every Friday and Saturday night

9-11 p.m. through Sept. 17
Tantalizing drink specials will also

be featured.
Reservations Recommended

Leonard Harrison, Owner
828-361-5343

We have an
economic
solution to

paving!

Call us
Today!

... JUST HERS continued from
page 6
way stations, bridges, and tunnels. Leave the station im-
mediately.” Leave? But we’d just been sent down here!
Once again, we trudged up the exit stairs. The same
man, who had been putting up the yellow police tape,
was now taking it down. “What are we supposed to
do?” I asked him. “Run,” he said, his voice shaking.
“Run north, as fast as you can.” he continued. “And
whatever you do, don’t look back!”

Michelle is a writer and translator who moved to
Highlands after years of living in Baltimore, Sydney,
Paris and New York. She lives in town with her two
very spoiled cats, Orion and Weasel. Michelle survived a
Florida hurricane at the tender age of two weeks, the
Great Kansas Flood of 1951, and the events of 9/11 in
Lower Manhattan. As the cats remind her, this leaves
her six more lives.

....SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING
continued from page 8
went out and then came back again, bringing the fish
back to the crane, which scooped the fish up again. The
crane was so intent upon this play that he didn’t move.
This scenario continued for a time — the crane playing
with the fish — until he finally decided to eat his prey.
But in all of this, the crane had not noticed what was
happening to him. He had become so preoccupied in
playing with the fish that he didn’t notice he was sink-
ing in the sand, sinking so much that he was becoming
stuck.

A man had happened by as the sun was sinking in
the sky and saw this little drama being played out. He
moved quietly over to the crane to try to help him extri-
cate himself from the sand. But the crane couldn’t intu-
it the man’s motives. He began to peck at the man to
keep him away, all the while being stuck in the sand as
the water washed up on him. The man thought to him-
self, “I wish I could speak ‘crane’ so that I could help
this crane.”

I can’t help but think it’s that way with God. God
sees us building our lives on shaky foundations and
knows when we are headed for dead ends. God sees
when we become so self-absorbed that we can’t con-
nect the dots. God sees when that innocuous behavior
becomes self-destructive. But we can’t hear what God is
saying to us because we’re not listening. We can’t see
the ways that God is working in the world because we
are not looking. And when God tries to place us on sol-
id ground, we often respond by fighting God. So like
the man who watched the crane, God said, “I wish I
could speak ‘human’ so that I could help this person.”
But instead of ending up frustrated like the man who
tried to help the crane, God really did help.

You know the story. God decided to speak ‘human’
and the speech of God — the Logos — came forth in
the birth of a baby born in Bethlehem. God wanted to
speak to us so much, God wanted to help us get out of
those stuck places of our lives so much that God came
among us as a helpless baby. God gave us a part of God’s
own self — out of love. And that speech, that Word of
God, began to talk to us about how to find solid ground
for our lives.

stage—the political paradise of communism.”
“An organizer working in and for an open society is

in an ideological dilemma to begin with, he does not
have a fixed truth – truth to him is relative and changing;
everything to him is relative and changing.”

“The end is what you want, the means is how you
get it. Whenever we think of social change, the question
of means and ends arises. The man of action views the
issue of means and ends in pragmatic and strategic
terms. He has no other problem; he thinks only of his
actual resources and the possibilities of various choices
of action. He asks of ends only whether they are achiev-
able and worth the cost; of mans, only whether they will
work… The real arena is corrupt and bloody.”

Why mention Hillary at all? If Obama is marginal-
ized to the point where he can’t win, Hillary would be
the likely alternative. Do forget, she started out Billy’s
term trying to ram through Hillarycare. Sound familiar?

Teamsters President Jimmy Hoffa said the other day:
“President Obama, this is your army (referring to union
members). We are ready to march. Let’s take these sons
of bitches out (anyone who opposes today’s unionism)
and give America back to an America where we belong.”

Obama: “We’re not even half way there yet.

...SWANSON from page 9
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Mill Creek Gallery
& Framing

Custom Picture Framing
Photography by Cynthia Strain

New License Plates!
HIGHLANDS VILLAGE SQUARE

ON OAK STREET

(828) 787-2021
www.cystrainphotos.com

Noon til 5 ~ Mon thru Sat

... WOOLDRIDGE continued from page 4
dead puppies from a home. They
had been starved and tortured by
their sadistic, mentally deranged
owner. I was reminded of pro
football player Michael Vick
who just won another multi-
million dollar ad segment to go
along with his multi-million
football contract; depressing. He
should be treated like he treated
his dogs, not made a million-
aire. Enraged, I switched chan-
nels and thought, hey, lighten up,
Fred, that was Animal Planet, not
world news.

I shot over to the TLC chan-

nel ’cause they have a reputation
for presenting easy to watch stuff.
TA DA! Sarah Palin was pulling
the trigger on a defenseless cari-
bou that approached her hunting
party. The dumb animal was curi-
ous ’cause it had never seen a hu-
man. Now it wished it never had.
Anyway, I’m left wondering if Sa-
rah was pretending it was a Dem-
ocrat as she pulled the trigger.
Oops, am I allowed to suggest or
think that way anymore? Are the
thought police coming to get me?
The “kill” word is like the “ho”
word that got Imus canned. Re-

member that clown? Stop the
world, I wanna get off.

Then I made the huge mis-
take of going to the History chan-
nel. I figured that’s a safe choice
since they show a lot of WWII stuff
and I know we won. But they were
doing a special documentary on
the end of time. Just as my finger
was about to push the channel
button and move on, they men-
tioned the number seven, my li’l
missus’ lucky number. I wish I had
moved on. I got hooked, not on
the drama, but on facts and scrip-
ture. You need to watch it before

Dec. 21st of next year. It’s kinda
spooky. (Am I allowed to say
“spooky anymore? I’m not a rac-
ist.)

Let’s see, there are the seven
seals from God to be opened one
at a time. Four of them are the four
apocalyptic horsemen. Yikes!
We’re not sure how many have
been opened, but it’s close to sev-
en. When the last seal is broken,
only cockroaches…and maybe
Chris Matthews, will survive. Tie
that in with the Michel de Nos-
tredame chronicles of doom that
is still freaking me out, along with
the legend of the red snake with
seven heads trumpeting the end
of time along with Hindu, Islam-
ic and Mayan predictions
and….well, watching Chris Mat-
thews doesn’t look so bad after all.

I have a plan so write this
down. I’ll bundle my life savings
(that won’t take long) and squan-

der it, making sure I’m flat broke
and deep in debt by Dec. 21, 2012
at 11:11 AM when the end hap-
pens and we’re all toast. Then I’ll
put my head between my legs and
kiss my ever shrinking tuchus
goodbye.

If the end doesn’t happen,
who cares? I’ll simply join the
welfare rolls and live off all you
hard-working taxpayers’ money
like half the country is currently
doing. Am I brilliant, or what?

PS – Don’t look for me
strapped into my lawn chair on
Dec. 21st for the big event. I’m a
winter weenie and will be long
gone.

Deceived, a mystery/thriller,
would make a great Christmas
present. Pick it up at Shakespeare’s
book store, the book nook at The
Toy Store or Chapter Two in Cash-
iers.



Highlands’ Newspaper - Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2011 - 828-526-3228 - Page 23

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its

gentle touch.

• Dental Implants
• Root Canal Therapy
• Single Visit Crowns

• Orthodontics including Invisalign
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions

and of course Fillings and Cleanings!
(IV Sedation, too)

We get the word out!
email: highlandseditor@aol.com

• BIZ/ORGANIZATION NEWS •

Left: The PAR 5K (Relay For Life of Highlands)
was hosted at Highlands Falls Country Club on
September 10. The weather was perfect for all
of the racers, clear and sunny and the
temperatures in the 60s. A wonderful
breakfast buffet was offered to the racers
and spectators after the 5K , donated by
Highlands Falls Country Club. Each racer had a
chance to win various raffle prizes during the
awards ceremony, such great prizes as a chance
to enjoy a round of golf on one of WNC’s most
beautiful golf courses-Highlands Falls Country
Club.  Local runner Brad Knops was the overall
winner of the 2nd annual PAR 5K with the time
of 19:58.

The Blue Ridge Free Dental Clinic is pleased to welcome three new Tooth
Fairies to the “Fraternal Order of Tooth Fairies.” On Tuesday, September 6,
Michael Devine (left), Ron Freeman, and Gary Leedham (right) recited their
Tooth Fairy Oaths as Baby Huey, Firefly, and Hoot, respectively. The Tooth
Fairies represent the Dental Clinic as ambassadors, attending schools, parades,
and fundraisers in an attempt to raise awareness of the Clinic’s mission to
deliver high-quality dental care to people who cannot otherwise afford these
critically needed services.
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

CROWE CONSTRUCTION
New Construction • Remodels
Maintainence & Repairs
Call Kenneth Crowe
(828) 526-5943
(828) 332-8290

crowecrazy
@yahoo.com

Call about our Spring Specials!
Leonard Harrison, Owner

828-361-5343

“All work guaranteed”

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 371-7451

HIGHLANDS TAXI

24 hour / Prompt Dependable Service
Confidentiality Guaranteed

Shuttle to All Airports / Special Events & Weddings

Local Rates: $4 per mile (3-mile minimum)
Each Additional Person $2 per mile

Rates Double After MIdnight

Contact Charlie @828-526-8645 or @828-482-2319 cell
chasdash@rocketmail.com

Licensed & InsuredDeluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd.

• Units Available •

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

HELP WANTED

DELI, GRILL AND BARISTA positions available at Mountain Fresh in
Highlands. Contact jobs828@gmail.com or call (828)526-2400.(9/6)

INSURANCE AGENCY IN HIGHLANDS is seeking an agent
experienced in both Personal Lines and Commercial Lines for a customer
service position. Benefits include employer paid health insurance, employer
contribution retirement plan, and access to life & dental coverage. Preferred
candidates should have a valid NC Property and Casualty Insurance License.
Three years of experience is preferable. To be considered you must be team
focused, strongly skilled in customer service, outgoing, and have the ability to
engage both by phone and in person. Please apply online at stanberry-
ins.com/jobs or fax your resume to 828.586.1363. (9/6)

SERVERS AND KITCHEN HELP NEEDED – Ruka’s and Highlands
Smokehouse. Call Ruka’s at 526-3636. (st. 8/17)

FRESSERS EATERY, a popular, established Highlands year round
restaurant, is seeking mature, responsible dining room staff including full and
part time servers, hostess and dining room manager. If you love meeting
interesting people, enjoy having fun in your job come see us. Previous

• Service Directory •$17 weekly – add $5 for color

CLASSIFIEDS – $6 FOR 10 WORDS, 20 CENTS EACH WORD AFTER, ADD A HIGHLIGHT FOR $2
restaurant experience a plus but not a requirement. To make an appointment
call Marjorie at 828 526 8847 between the hours of 9-11:30 am and 2-4 p.m.

NEED A JOB? Call Skyline Lodge, Highlands - positions available
immediately: Babysitter, Housekeeper, Busser, Dishwasher. 526-2121

SILVER EAGLE – Sales Assosiate. Must have retail experience.
Apply in Person at 370 Main Street. 526-5190.(st. 7/14)

WANTED

YARD WORK – experienced and reliable. Call 772-626-4628 home
828-526-1025.

LOOKING FOR HIKING PARTNER. Call 828-577-7384. (st. 6/30)
WANTED 2-CAR GARAGE FOR CAR STORAGE. Will have very

little in or out traffic. Year-round lease. Call 850-206-1479 (St 5/19)

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

CHARMING, SKY VALLEY – 3 bed, 2 bath home Fireplace. Useable
Basement. Views. $750. Call Paul at 706-745-7279. (st. 8/31).

ANNUAL/YEAR ROUND RENTALS — Now taking applications
for these homes: 2BR/2bath upper level condo –walk to town, screened
porch, in a quiet area. $900 monthly, not including utilities, furnished, parking
space. 3BR/2bath home — all on one level, furnished, screened back
porch, updated,

$900 per month, not including utilities, In town limits, yard and good
parking Rental applications subject to credit, and/or criminal check. Call The
Chambers Agency, 526-3717 or email jsc@chambersagency.net or come
by 401 N. Fifth Street. (8/31)

3 BR CABIN W/GREAT VIEW FOR RENT monthly Aug, Sept,
and/or Oct. Off Dillard Road – Klein Road – 2 bath and huge screened in
porch. View can’t be topped! Pets OK. Call 828-526-5174 (8/25)

SUITE FOR RENT on a beautiful horse farm on Blue Valley Road 5
miles out of town. The very large in law-suite on the bottom level of a very
large home. Private entrance, private bath, whole house privileges. Private
refrigerator, microwave, hot plate and completely furnished with TV. $500 a
month + 1/4 of the utilities. Call (828) 787-1170. (st. 6/19)

DOWNTOWN ON MAIN ST APT – 1/1, covered balcony, small
pets allowed, $650/mo. Call 200-0036(day) or 526-4044(eve) (st.4/7)
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Registered Nurses
Certified Nursing Assistants

Medical Assistant
Clinical Informatics Specialist

Open Every Weekend
Fri, Sat. & Sun.

9 -5

4.5 miles down Buck Creek Rd. from Shortoff.
526-3288

Come Before American Pickers get here!

Antiques, Collectibles
and more!

CLASSIFIEDS – $6 FOR 10 WORDS, 20 CENTS EACH WORD AFTER, ADD A HIGHLIGHT FOR $2
REMODELED EFFICIENCY APARTMENT RIVER RUN II Washer

Dryer, Large Deck. Walking distance to Skiing, Swimming, Exercise, and
Meeting rooms and Public Golf Coarse $495 monthly annual rent plus utilities.
Includes Master Association Amenities. 561-626-7467. (8/18)

ARCHITECTS PRIVATE 3BED/3BATH HOME. Stunning open living
area. Two stone fireplaces, den, two decks overlooking stream and private
stocked trout pond. Designer furnished. Walking distance to town. Non smokers
only; deposit required. $2,500/month - negotiable for long term. Weekly rates
available. Call 770-639-2682. (9/29)

COMMERCIAL SPACE ON CAROLINA WAY. 1200 SF+/-.Currently
occupied by Mountain Fitness. Available May 1. $1200/mo. Call Tom Clark
(404) 210-7979, (828) 526-4646. (St. 4/14)

HIGHLANDS GARAGE APARTMENT- Within town limits. Quiet, cozy,
wood panelled. Living room, bedroom, bath, kitchen, balcony, carpeted. One
person. No pets. Six month minimum, partially furnished. $425/mo, incl. utilities,
except electric. Call 404-892-2090. (st.4/14)

HOUSE FOR RENT 3BR/2BTH. $650 plus utilities.No cell phone
service.3459 Buck Creek Road 828-524-6038. (st. 3/3)

STORAGE/OFFICE LOCATION FOR RENT, +/- 1,600 sq. ft., heat &
air, bathroom, close to town. $700 per month. Call 828-526-8953.

VACATION RENTALS

ON MIRROR LAKE – Lakeside, canoe & paddleboat, 3 private suites
with bath, fireplace, kitchen, w/d. family and pet friendly. Call 828-342-2302.
(9/1)

COZY VACATION RENTAL COTTAGE FOR TWO ON MIRROR
LAKE – fireplace, w/d, kitchen, bath, canoe and paddleboat access. Pet
Friendly. Call 828-342-2302. (9/1)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

QUEENS MOUNTAIN. SPECTACULAR MOUNTAIN VIEWS OF
BLUE VALLEY & SATULA MOUNTAINS.3BR,3BA on 1.83+ acres. Lovely
Sun room/Sitting Area off Master, brick fireplace, tile & wood floors, cathedral
ceilings, built-ins. Well appointed kitchen remodeled in 2011. Bathrooms have
all been redone. New metal roof in 2004. 2 car garage, screened porch
.Garden with water feature. Partially Finished. Basement. Home has been
very well taken care of. $650,000. Betsy Paul Properties: 828.743.0880,
www.betsypaulproperties.com.(st. 9/6)

BEAUTIFUL HIGH RIDGE PROPERTY – facing Scaly Mountain.
Located on right fork just past Church of God on Buck Knob Road. 14.91 acres.
$299,000. Call Dawn at 813-264-6358. mknowles38@msn.com (8/10)

MOUNTAINTOP GOLF LAKE CLUB CASHIERS – Lot for Sale.
Paid $475,000; Will sell for $325,000 with membership included. Call 864-855-
2406, or 864-979-6953. (st. 7/27)

SEE THE ONLY GREEN ROOF, TORNADO PROOF, MODESTLY
SIZED VILLA ON THE MARKET. Lakeside Lodge in Rocky Knob. Appt.
Only. www.singleylaydesigns.com or call your broker. (st. 6/30)

LAST LOT AVAILABLE! – 1 acre +/-, water, prior septic permit,
western mountain and sunset views along Eastern Divide, backs up to
HCC, great neighborhood, 2 miles from Main Street. $86,000. Call 828-200-
0244. (st. 6/30)

$103,000! LOWER CLEAR CREEK. 5.5 miles from Main Street. 2
Lots. .55 & .95 acres. Septics installed. Borders National Forest. 2005 2/bed,
2/bath. Very cozy with fabulous view. Call 828-482-2050. (st. 11/11)

SERVICES

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION – Easy pickup procedures.
Mark9398@live.com, or 828-524-2149, 239-292-3623. MC/Visa, Amex,
Cash/Check.

HOUSE WATCHING & HOME WINTERIZING SERVICES - Ask for
Joseph at Home Services of NC  828.331.8898  Licensed/Insured (10/5)

HANDYMAN SERVICE – electrical, plumbing, pressue cleaning,
painting, carpentry, yardwork. References. Call Al Edgar at 332-7271 (cell) or
369-6245.(9/21)

HANDYMAN SPECIAL – Repairs and remodelling, electrical and
plumbing, carpentry, painting, pressure washing and more. Low prices. Free
estimate. Call 828-421-4667. (st. 8/17)

CRAWLSPACE MOISTURE PROBLEMS? Musty smell in your
home? Call 828-787-1673. (St. 4/28)

WILL SIT FOR ELDERLY, HANDICAPPED OR CHILDREN. Your
home or mine. 13 years childcare experience. By the hour. Call 828-966-
3988. References.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES – Complete Land-
scaping Company, Design, Installation and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants,
Trees, Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage, Erosion
Control and RR-Tie work. 20 years serving Highlands area. 828-526-2251.

ITEMS FOR SALE

FUTON – like new, blue denim fabric, brown wood, $250. Leave
message. 526-0002 or 941-914-0063. (st. 9/6)

PRETTY WHITE JENNY LIND-STYLE BABY CRIB with mattress,
box springs, bumper pad, etc. Used only 2 weeks. $100. Call 5126-8134.
(st. 9/16)

PAIR OF METAL BUNK BEDS w/mattresses, $50 and U pick up.
828-787-1515.

ANTIQUE BOOKS – Dickens, Balzac (First Translation.) Others.
Call for list. 526-3129. (st. 8/31)

LIKE NEW RED MICROFIBER SOFA AND RECLINER, new, never
used full mattress and boxspring, bunkbed, mountain-style armoir, dining
room set with 6 chairs. Call 828-787-1792.

A WWII WORK BENCH. Solid Steel 14 drawers with tools & air
compressor. Serious inquires only.  $1,500.828-371-1609. (st. 8/17)

SEARS CARGO CARRIER –  SV20 Black. Hardware Included.
$75. Call 828-371-1609. (St. 8/17)

CABLE SPINET PIANO in great condition. $600 Call 526-8829 or
342-2279.(st. 8/17)

DESA #FBST SEE-THRU GAS FIREBOX $200. Charbroil 8000
grill, needs internal parts, $20. Scott 678-641-1115. (st. 7/21)

BOULDERS TO YOU – Modest to Massive. Free Highlands Delivery.
Installation Available. 828-526-5981. ( St. 6/30)

2 MARBLE END & COFFEE TABLES $125. 2 contemporary lady
statues $100. Tammy 770-337-1000 (Highlands). (st. 6/16)

ALLEN THEATER ORGAN WITH 3 EXTERNAL SPEAKERS FREE
to interested church or educational facility. 828-526-5402 or 954-444-2010
(cell) (st. 6/16).

515 Wyanoak Drive • Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268

tinarogers@nctv.com

Michael David Rogers
Native grown trees and plants

Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance
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FIRST FRIDAY FESTS - 6-8pm
“Music and Food on the Lawn!”

Oct. 7
Shop Clayton!

Get a “to-go” from our downtown restaurants, bring
a chair, pick a spot on the Rock House Lawn

and enjoy the music!
Mon., Sept.12

Rhapsody in Rabun Info.
Sat., Oct. 1 - 10am-5pm
Foxfire-Mountaineer Festival

Civic Center in downtown Clayton
Sat., Oct. 22 - 10am-1pm

Halloween Hay Day
Thurs., Nov. 24 - 8 a.m.

Clayton Clucker’s Turkey Trot Race
Raising money for Rabun County Food Bank

Parking lot behind Post Office Downtown Clayton

• BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NEWS •

Every year the Highlands School
Booster Club sells banners that are
prominently displayed around our school
gym for the year.  Your monetary support
directly helps our student athletes and
provides a bond between our children and
the community.  We still have available

The Highlands Playhouse Board of Di-
rectors is pleased to announce that  local
Tina Rogers has been named
 Executive Director.    This new-
ly created year-round position
will continue to support the
Playhouse while it makes its
transition from a “seasonal”
venue to  year-round  both for
Playhouse performances and
for other performing arts orga-
nizations in the area.  

In addition
to supporting the Playhouse in
financial matters and leading
and managing day-to-day operations, her
new responsibilities include serving as liai-
son to the Board of Directors, community
relations and fundraising efforts.  

Rogers brings energy, enthusiasm, lead-
ership  and a needed sense of consistency
to the Playhouse and its staff. 

Scott Allbee, president of the Playhouse

Support Highlands School Sports –
Buy a business banner!

spaces for more banners to be hung.  If you
as an individual or as a business would like
to participate in the banner sponsorship
program, please contact Monica Vinson-
banner coordinator @ 526-9107 for more
information.

Rogers named Playhouse Ex. Director
Board of Directors,  said that  Rogers
knows how to see a job through from start

to finish, is a tireless multi-
tasker and understands how
important it is to pay atten-
tion to “details.”   Plus her
love of the Playhouse and the
arts made her a perfect fit.

Previously, she worked
10 years as a loan closing sec-
retary for law firms in the
area, was a construction of-
fice manager for 11 years and
has owned and operated her
own businesses for five years.

“I am thrilled to be a part of the Play-
house, which has been an integral part of
the community my entire life,” said Rog-
ers. “I am particularly excited to help nav-
igate the Playhouse as it works to become
a formidable year-round venue for the
performing arts.”

Education Service allocations – ensuring
that LBLP would not take away from any
existing programs.

Under the Lindamood-Bell program,
students are taught that there are 44 dis-
tinct sounds that make up the English lan-
guage and are shown the relationship be-
tween these sounds, letters and letter com-
binations, using structured lessons and con-
trolled word lists. Once they have mastered
these building blocks, students are gradu-
ally presented with the associations be-
tween letters, blends and words, and the
fundamental relationship between sound
and text. The next step in the process is crit-
ical: the students are taught to understand
what is heard and translate it into written
letters, words and sentences.

Underlying the entire program is an
intensive mentoring and professional
training system for the teachers.

This summer, 54 Macon County stu-
dents and 18 teachers took part in a four-
week Lindamood-Bell session at East Fran-
klin Elementary School. Over the course
of four weeks, students improved their av-
erage comprehension score from the 13th

to the 30th percentile, a gain of 9.3 standard
score points. Students made moderate to
high standard score gains of 4.1 and 5 on
fluency and comprehension.

Participating teachers received 90 min-

utes of mentoring by a Lindamood-Bell con-
sultant every day.

“All schools, with the exception of our
high schools will directly benefit from the
Lindamood-Bell Processes through ongo-
ing professional development for select
teachers and direct ‘coaching/modeling’
from our two on-site facilitators during the
year,” said Superintendent Dr. Dan Brig-
man.

Highlands School would be one of the
schools offering the program.

“The number of teachers from High-
lands and the grade level that they teach
will determine what the implementation
will look like,” said Paula Ledford, who’s
been charged with deploying the program
in the county. “The emphasis will be on
grades K-2. An Exceptional Children’s teach-
er at Highlands was part of the group that
was trained this summer and she is already
implementing in small groups with special-
ly identified students that are struggling
readers.”

Dr. Brigman released a survey of teach-
ers and administrators concerning the use
of LBLP in the district. Of the 105 respon-
dents, 86 believed that the program would
benefit the reading abilities of elementary
students. Seventy-four were in favor of of-
fering LBLP to all Macon elementary and
middle schools.

... READING continued from page 1
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Creekside suites w/balconies, pet-friendly, deluxe
Jacuzzi & separate shower, gas log fireplaces, Cable
TV w/HBO, Wi-Fi, Continental

22

Suites526-5117 888-526-5117
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Located in Wright Square
177 W. Main Street

526-3350

4th St.4th St.4th St.4th St.4th St.
BoutiqueBoutiqueBoutiqueBoutiqueBoutique
comfortable
clothing for

women

219 S. 4th St. ...on the hill

526-8878
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In-Town Suites on Mill Creek

12

Reed Family Linens
400 • 600• 1000 ct .Sateen Sheets

...and much more!
Mtn. Brook Center

411 N. 4th St. • 526-5114 12

Personalized Gifts
Monogramming

and more

Corner of Church St. Alley & 3rd St.

828
507-2270
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www.mountainbrooksuiteshighlandsNC.com

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC

The Highlands
Playhouse

526-26959
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Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Highlands Plaza
526-5525

Listed in
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

Wine and Beer

Tammy Mobley
BIC/Owner

Highlands NC
Realty

535 N. 4th
Cell:

770-337-1000

1

www.HighlandsNC.info

1

Available

But you can call me James!

• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts 21

Mtn. Findings

Ruka’s Table
in Wright Square

Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner daily from

5:30
Bar opens at 4 p.m.

526-3636 8

8

Fri. & Sat., Sept. 16-17
• At the Hen House on Main Street, Ray Pottery signing 10

a.m. – 5 p.m.
• Dazzling Dahlias! Tickets are $50. Call Joyce Franklin at

526-9418.
• 12th Annual Native Plant Symposium at PAC. For tickets

call 526-2221 or 787-1050.
Sun. Sept. 18
• Highlands Playhouse Annual Auction at the playhouse.

To donate items or for more information call 526-2695.



3646 US 64 East
Sapphire, NC

www.gamekeeperstavern.com

(828)743-4263

Brad Smith, DVM
Stephen Arbitter, DVM

Amanda Whitlock, DVM

828-526-8700
Large, Small, & Exotic

Animal Medicine & Surgery
Laser Surgery Available

Next to Freeman Gas @ 19 Cabe Place, Highlands

828-526-2338
www.ontheverandah.com

...on the Verandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

341 Main Street
Town Square

Highlands
828-526-3788

Dinner from 5:30 nightly
Reservations: 526-4906

Ristorante Paoletti

Open Late
Mon.-Thurs. 10a-10p
Fri. & Sat. 10a - 11p
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Scotland’s Best Knitwear
Top of the Hill • 242 S. 4th St.
526-4407 • Open 7 days a week
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2010
Highlands #1 Agency

and
Highlands-Cashiers

MLS #1 Agent

Jody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody Lovell
828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104

exurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrealtyealtyealtyealtyealty.com.com.com.com.com

Premier Highlands-Cashiers Properties
Let Our Expertise Work for You
828-526-8128 or 828-526-8581
www.mountainviewpropertiesnc.com

Gallery of
Fine American

Handcrafts
including jewelry, pottery,

glass and much more!
2820 Dillard Road

828-526-0229

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop
Custom Quilts
Fabrics, Notions
526-9743
Highlands
Please call for hours &
directions

Voted #1Realtor
in Highlands!

pat.f.allen@gmail.com
patallenrealtygroup.com

828-200-9179
828-526-8784

Pat Allen, Broker-in-charge
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“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...
and Invest in Your Life!”TM

Read our blog at WhiteOakRG.com and give me a call!

(828) 200-2642 • mal@WhiteOakRG.com

40

125 South 4th Street

Highlands’ Newspaper - Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2011 - 828-526-3228 - Page 28

Fudge & Ship Special!
Three 1/2 Pound Fudge Slices

Shipped Nationwide
$19.99

Contact me today!

Gary Garren
(828) 526-2284
gary.garren@rbc.com

Let RBC Bank help you find the 
Mortgage Solutions that are

right for you.

Member FDIC.
31

Mal Phillips, Broker

Joe Deckman
Broker

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com
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828-883-2551
1301 US 64, Sapphire, NC

Full Cocktail Bar and Wine List
Lunch 11:30 - 4
Dinner 5 - 9:30

Reservations suggested

Hwy 64 & Carolina Way • 828-526-8300

HighlandsRealEstate.com

Our Passion for the Mountains Starts with You
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