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NOTICE

+ Business Owner/Employee Re-
stricted Parking now in effect. Don’t
park in restricted areas in the busi-
ness district on Main, Fourth and
Church Streets 10a to 4p through Nov.
30. Questions? Call 526-9431.

Thursday, April 26

+ The Highlands School Sopho-
more Class is sponsoring a steak din-
ner in the cafeteria from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
$10/dinner. Carry-out available. Tick-
ets for dinner sold in advance in the
school office or by Sophomores through

Saturday, April 28

« The Highlands Police
Department and the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) drug drop off.
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., take your
medications for disposal to Highlands
Pharmacy and Main Street Pharmacy
at460 Main Streetand 225 Main Street
in Highlands, N.C. The service is free
and anonymous, no questions asked.

Sun. April 29

* The Southwest Community
College Chorale Groupis singing at the
Highlands United Methodist Church
Sunday at5 p.m.

Monday, April 30

* The Art League of Highlands will
begin their new season with their first
meeting Monday at Tartistry Gallery on
the Highlands Road in Franklin.The
meeting will start at 4:30 with a social
and refreshments. Call CynDe Copple
at 828 524-5359 for more information.

Beginning May 1

«\olunteers needed to proctor tests
atHighlands School. Testing begins at
8am. Most exams finish within 150 min-
utestofinish. Call the schoolat 526.2147
tosign up.

Wednesday, May 2

+ Children/Family Movie at The
Hudson Library at 3:30 p.m. The Last
Unicorn.

Internet PDF Version at www.HighlandsNewspaperPDF.com

Town could lease fiber for revenue

New revenue sources, not just
cutting expenses, was the theme
of the Town Board'’s March retreat
this year and with the 2012-'13
budget now in the works, some
ideas may become reality.

Atasimilar retreat three years
ago, a proposal about the town

Primary
candidate
forum

— Part 2 —

The League of Women Voters
presided over a Macon County
Commission Candidate forum so
citizens could become acquaint-
ed with the six candidates who will
be on the Primary ballot May 8.

Primary Candidates for MC
Commission are incumbents
Bobby Kuppers, District 3 (D),
Kevin Corbin, District 2 (R), and
Jim Tate, District 1 (R) and Vic
Drummond, District 2 (R) Rick
Snyder, District 3 (D) and Steve
Higdon, District 1 (R) who didn’t
attend the forum.

The candidates were asked
three questions. To keep the dis-
cussion going, we will feature one
question each week leading up to
the primary. Question onewasin
the April 19 issue.

Question 2:

Some see land use planning
asgood; some see itas hampering
mechanism which begs the ques-
tion, “Short-term profits or long-

=See FORUM page 15

The

SUMMER HOUSE

‘Home Furnishing Center’
Mon.-Sat. 9-5 ¢ Year Round!

2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

getting into the Internet provider
business was presented. Commis-
sioners were reluctant to pursue
the endeavor and now that win-
dow has closed.

Successful lobbying from ca-
ble and internet companies
prompted the passage of House

Bill 129 and G.S. 160A-340.1
which prohibits municipalities to
become communication service
providers.

However, municipalities can
lease space on their fiber lines, just
asthey can and must by law, lease

=See FIBER page 5

HS 2012 King & Queen

Seniors Issac Beavers and Stephanie Smart were crowned King
and Queen at the prom Saturday, April 21 in Coleman Hall at
the Presbyterian Church. For more photos, see page 14.

Photo by Christine Murphy
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FY 2012-'13
funding
challenges
school
district

Thanks to the state, the Ma-
con County School system con-
tinues to juggle its finances —
both for the remainder of this
school year and upcoming FY
2012-'13.

At Monday'’s Board of Edu-
cation meeting, Director of Fi-
nance Angie Cook presented an
amended capital outlay budget
for the remainder of the year as
well as budget figures for current
expenses and capital outlay
projects for next year's budget.

On Tuesday, April 10, ad-
ministration learned that the dis-
trict’s request for a little over $2
million in QSCB funds targeted
for repairs and renovations at
Union Academy, Macon Middle
School, Franklin High School
and Nantahala School was de-
nied.

That means the county and
the school system have to figure
out how to fund the necessary
projects without the benefit of
the no-interest loan.

Word on the $1.5 million of
QZAB funds targeted for High-
lands School for repairs and ren-

=See FUNDING page 18
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® | ETTERS ®

Lets not jump to

conclusions

Dear Editor,

I read Mr. Wooldridge’s articles every
week and enjoy them, as | share some of
the same views. There were many letters
in the April 19 edition concerning his ar-
ticle on the Martin/Zimmerman "fairy
tale” which ran in the April 12 edition.

He isa humorist and has his own
opinion, of which we are all entitled to
in this country. There is so much false
news concerning this Martin/Zimmer-
man shooting that finding the truth, |
am afraid, will never occur. But some
facts are being stated and some photos
are out there that some writers did not
research very well.

There are photos of Mr. Zimmer-
man's head from behind, showing two
lacerations and a contusion forming so
his statement of having his head pound-
ed against the concrete may be true. The
photos are time marked and are marked
roughly around three minutes after the
shooting. He was not taken to the hospi-
tal but was taken to the police station
and it could have been his choice not to
seek treatment at that time -- another
right we have.

As far as judging his mental condi-
tion or even physical condition from the
blurry shots that first came out, that is
impossible. If he felt his life was threat-
ened -- and he has made the statement
that he did -- he had the right to use
force. I also agree with another writer on
the types of deterrents available and the
fact that our country may not be going
through all this turmoil over this case if
he had chosen other deterrents.

One thing that does bother me a
great deal and was never mentioned in
any letter condemning Mr. Wooldridge
was how civil rights leaders have made
this into a racist case. Why is this? There
are several crimes each day that involve
people of different cultures in this coun-
try but when these "leaders" get a chance
like this they turn it into civil uproar.

There was a time in this country that
racism against blacks from whites was
rampant and considered the norm. | per-
sonally was not in that era and also feel

 THE PLATEAU'S POSTION @

that is the past. But what do these civil
rights leaders promote on the few cases
like this? A statement made at Mr. Zim-
mermans bond hearing was "If this had
been awhite kid, it wouldn’t have taken
44 days for an arrest.” That sounds like a
racist statement to me. How can you be a
civil rights leader of any kind and sepa-
rate like that. Isn’t that exactly what we
have as a nation tried to overcome? How
is that a militant group, that is obviously
also aracist group, make threats on a citi-
zen of this country and promises money
for the killing of a citizen of this country
and not be arrested? And why doesn't this
outrage all in this country?

We have seen several videos of Bin
Laden and other extremists threaten and
promise bounties on this country and it
brings outrage, but the Martin/Zimmer-
man case hasn’t. Furthermore our Presi-
dent ignored this in any statements about
this case.

I was raised to make my own judg-
ments about people I meet. | do this with-
out concern for their culture. To put it
simply, if | don’t like you, then you have
given me reason.

Actually I love learning about differ-
ent cultures and find it of great interest to
see how others live, worship, and see the

world. lam outraged by many thingsin
this case but until the facts come out, the
act of what happened will not make me
rush to judgment on Mr. Zimmerman.
And these are all opinions of mine
and only mine. But it also makes me
wonder with all the private communities
inthis area, ifalone, black, white or red
youth were wandering around, if some of
the writers of these letters would just let
that go without pursuing or calling the
police even though no crime was being
committed.
Tim Hunter
Franklin

Such passion!

Dear Editor,

Heavens! I'm breathless after reading
Mr. Charlie Dasher’s letter of April 19th. |
had to rest after each paragraph, just to
catch my breath again. | don't think I've
ever read a letter which so well exhibited
“fear, insecurity and ignorance,” which
was, | believe, his objective. And | always
admire passion, even if misplaced and
even if exhausting. He has my condolenc-
esand | hope most sincerely that he has a
home blood pressure monitor and that it

LETTERS-TO-THE

We reserve the right to reject or edit submissions.
NO ANONYMOUS LETTERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Views expressed are not necessarily those of Highlands’ Newspaper.
Please EMAIL letters by Sunday at 5 p.m. There is a 500-word limit without prior approval.

Epitor-PoLicy

“Our Community Service

- A Free Local Newspaper”

FREE every Thursday on the street and on the web;
Circulation 10,000
Toll Free FAX: 866-212-8913 = (828) 526-3228

Email: HighlandsEditor@aol.com

Publisher/Editor — Kim Lewicki; Copy Editor- Tom Merchant
Cartoonist — Karen Hawk; Digital Media - Jim Lewicki
Locally owned and operated Kim & Jim Lewicki

Adobe PDF version at www.HighlandsIinfo.com
265 Oak St.; PO. Box 2703, Highlands, N.C. , 28741

All Rights Reserved. No articles, photos, illustrations, advertisements or
design elements may be used without permission from the publisher.

doesn’t “go over the top.”

Isn't it curious how people use vitriol-
ic language to chastise and condemn oth-
ers for doing the very same thing? Mr.
Dasher does it very well. Heavens, such
passion. How exhausting.

Alice Nelson
Highlands

Dancing with our
DNA

Dear Editor,

If morality is not based upon God,
then it is based upon aworld level of ani-
mal instincts, where like the ant we can
work together and be very social, or we
can exist with the survival of the fittest. If
there is no God then morality is a matter
of opinion and truth gets in the way. Then
all that is evil or good is just a dance to
our DNA.

Proving God exists is not like a math-
ematical equationasinx+y=God,
which fits nicely into a neat little box for
us to believe in, even though the universe
and nature is so finely tuned asonara-
zor's edge, its seems most impossible of
any other cause.

For both the believer and non-be-
lieve the difficulty in believing in God, re-
volves more around “If there isa God,
why is there so much pain and suffering?
This question hits home at some time in
life for all of us. Is pain and suffering just a
part of our dance with our DNA, and
there is no hope; only death?

Life can be very hard and made diffi-
cult with jagged edges and disappoint-
ments. | believe within dealing with this
question of “How can a distant God relate
to human pain and suffering?” that there
are two ways to view and approach this. If
there is no God, we are left with making
no sense of pain and suffering, and we
need to understand then that life will
leave us with broken hearts and broken
minds with nothing ultimately to look
forward to. But if it is remotely possible
that God exists and personally came and
went through pain and suffering upon a
cross and personally relates with us with-
in life's pain, then beats death by his tri-
umphant resurrection; this just possibly
may be the hope against the backdrop of
nothingness.

If not, once the dance ends our DNA
invites us to an abruptend, and there is

=See LETTERS page 22
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* OBITUARES ®

John E. Wavra, owner of Ty-Lyn Plan-
tation, a local Christmas tree farm cater-
ing to the local community, entered into
eternal rest on Tuesday, April 17th in the
fields of his tree farm. He was 61.

Born in the Town of Mayville, Wis-
consin, John was a graduate of Mayville
High School where he led their football
team to a state championship in his se-
nior year. He attended the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. He served in the
Army during the Viet Nam War. John’s
creative works can be seen at Sea World
in Florida where many of his animal
sculptures are on display.

He and his wife of 25 years, Joni
Boshard Wavra, founded Ty-Lyn Planta-
tion in 1993. Their clients include resi-

N dents of the local area as well as many

)

from the southeast that would travel to
the mountains to choose and cut the per-
fect holiday tree and ride to and from the
fields on one of John’s old fire trucks.
Over the years, the couple built a promi-
nent tree farm that continues to service

John E. Wavra

more than 1,900 families each
year. John and Joni had the
honor of hanging one of their
famous Christmas wreaths on
the door of the North Caroli-
na Governor’s Mansion in
2006. John also served as the
Chairman of the North Caro-
lina Christmas Tree Growers
Association Choose and Cut
Committee. Joni and family
will continue to operate the
business, which employs 15.
Mr. Wavra was a community leader
who was dedicated to education and the
youth of the Cashiers/Glenville area. He was
agenerous benefactor to several area non-
profit institutions, including The Summit
Charter School, The Blue Ridge School, The
Village Green and various other organiza-
tions. John was instrumental in the con-
struction of the Summit School and the
playground at the Village Green. John
coached little league, middle school, and
high school baseball for many years and

was known by many of the
area boysto be a firm, but fair
coach with hands the size of
catcher’s mitts and a heart just
asbig.

He is survived by his wife
Joni, his son Tyler, his daugh-
ter Lynsi, his mother, Pearl
Wavra (widow of Wayne
Wavra), his mother-in-law
Dianne Elges, his brother,
Michael Wavra, his brothers-
in-law Dale Maree and Robert Johnson, his
sisters-in-law Betsy Boshard Johnson and
Kristina Boshard Maree and many nieces,
nephews, family, and friends.

A memorial service was held on Satur-
day, April 21, 2012. In lieu of flowers, John
would want donations to either the NRA/
ILA, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA
22030 or the Jackson County Christmas
Tree Association, c¢/o Jackson Extension
Service, 538 Scotts Creek Road, Suite 205,
Sylva, NC 28779, Attn: Christy Breedenka-
mp.

Helen May Tunnell

Helen May Tunnell, our beloved
mother, 94 years old, died on April 18,
2012. Formerly of Kansas City, Missouri,
she moved to Franklin, NC in 1992. For

=See OBITUARIES page 19

CORKCICLE.

Perfectly chilled wine. Every time.
CORKCICLE chillsyourwines from
the inside of the bottle to
maintain perfect drinking
temperatures.

Exclusively at...

The

Hen House
488 E. Main St. «787-2473

Open:Thurs.-Sat.
10a-4p

CHESTNUT HILL

OF HIGHLANDS

A Residential Retirement Community

Independent Cottages and Apartments or Assisted Living Suites

Retirement as it is meant to be! Enjoy our carefree lifestyle
with elegant dining, scheduled transportation, and a full
calendar of planned events to meet all stages of life.

Call for a tour and join us for lunch.
828.526.5251

| &) CHESINUT HIL] 8
; J OF HIGHLANDS i i
M " A Residential Retirement {,‘amnu:rn.i'fy s

—— B-r

CHESTNUT HILL is located at 64 Clubhouse Trall.

Turn on Buck Creek Road and proceed to Clubhouse Trail.

Visit us at www.ChestnutHillAt Highlands.com
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e | AUGHING AT LIFE »

with Fred Wooldridge
Feedback is encouraged!
askfredanything@aol.com

When perception replaces reality

scary looking Hispanic guy wearing the orange

prison outfit. Relax and unwad your shorts! That
was mockery in the form of a ridiculous bedtime story.
Instead, this is a true story about perception vs. reality.

“Captain, I'm temporarily pulling you from your

current assignment to help me with a burglary prob-
lem,” the chief said, wagging his finger at me. “You'll
have five detectives under your command. We're getting
bombarded with daytime burglaries north of the high
school and it's got to stop. My phone is ringing off the

N 0, NOo, No, this is not another column about the

Serwng Highlands Since 1999
It's never too early to plan for Mother's Day!
Now taking reservations.

Open for Lunch, Dinner
Call for Hours: 526-4188

www.Fresserseateryhighlands.com
151 Helen’s Barn Ave.

hook! The people who live there

are influential enough to have
me fired. | need thisto
stop....now!”

| went through a lot of

chiefs during my
didn’t much care
he knew it. It was
dislike....butnota
problem with
too political. His problem with me was I'm difficult to
control. But successful police work is not about picking
your friends for assignments; it’s about picking the right
guy to get the job done.

Anyway, back to the burglary problem. I was almost
certain the burglaries were being committed by garden-

career but |

amutual
hatred. My

Espresso Drinks
Smoothies
Frozen Yogurt
Paninis & Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days aweek » 7 ato 6 p « 526-0020

for this one and

him was he was

erswho, by the way, were mostly white people during
that era. Mind you, my job was not to catch burglars but
to stop the break-ins.

Here was my plan. My detectives would ride the
neighborhood and when they spotted a gardener, would
stop, pull a 12-gauge shotgun from the car rack and ap-
proach the worker. Wearing police badges on their belts,
they would say, “I'm looking for burglars. Have you seen
any suspicious activity lately? We're asking all the garden-
erswho work this area.” Regardless of their responses,
most of them couldn’t take their eyes off the police shot-
gun pointing at the ground. They were getting the mes-
sage and the perception was that if they were a burglar
they could be shot. In reality, a policeman could notand
would not shoot a burglar unless a life was at risk.

«See WOOLDRIDGE page 18

Paole

Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Treat Yourself to our
Spring Promotions through April!

10% Off Entire Dinner Check
Sunday, Monday & Thursday
15% Off Beer, Cocktails & Most Bottled Wines
Friday & Saturday Nights

Dinner/Bar from 5:30 Thursday-Monday
Reservations: 828.526.4906

PESCADOS

Quesadillas  Tacos « Burritos
Homemade soups & freshly baked cookies

Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 11- 3
Mon. & Thurs. 11-7
Closed Sunday

226 S. 4th St. Highlands « 828-526-9313

...onthe VVerandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

Wine Spectator Award

Open for Dinner
7 nights a week 4-9pm
and Sunday Brunch

828-526-2338 « www.ontheverandah.com

WILD THYME GOURMET

R E B T A LU A & N T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Fine Wine & Beer

Wed.-Mon.: Lunch: 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Dinner from 5:30
Closed Tuesday
Outdoor Dining Now Open!

526-4035
490 Carolina Way ¢ Highlands

www.wildthymegourmet.com
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What it took to become ‘unhacked’

y e-mail was hacked. Each of my

numerous contacts received an

e-mail with an attachment. The
typical response was, "It was great to hear
fromyou, but | couldn't open the attach-
ment". | hope their computers and vari-
ous mobile devices aren't infected with
some lethal virus. If I just had stronger
password, this might not have happened.
I feel guilty and responsible, but notenough
to started replacing or repairing damaged
computers. | can tell you now. The pass-
word was, "bushbasher.” No caps, no
numbers, no squiggly little symbols. I was
as much as asking for it.

The next day | received a pointed e-
mail from AOL, informing me my account
had been used in violation of the "Terms
of Service." They acknowledged I might
not have been responsible for the breach
and instructed me in the proper protocol
for changing my password to something
more robust. | didn't know anything about
the details of the account, so | chose to
establish my identity by answering a sim-
ple security question. The question, whose
answer | was certain | would remember
was,"Where we're you born?" | trium-
phantly entered "Richmond, Indiana™ and
waited for the next screen. Instead, | was
told my answer was incorrect. 1 know
where | was born. I've got a birth certifi-
cate to prove it. | repeated the answer in
lower case, then without a comma, then
with Indiana abbreviated "In," and then
"in." The computer finally told me I had

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
L ]
Feedback is
encouraged.
email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

exhausted my chances, but could try again
in 24 hours. | may be the last guy in Amer-
icawho still pays AOL for e-mail, so | was
upset. Besides The idea of some pimple-
faced, teenaged hacker controlling my con-
tact list was very disturbing.

I called the AOL Help Line and was
greeted by a very pleasant computer voice,
without a hint of an Indian accent. Years
ago | got on of those guys whose accent was
so thick I struggled to understand him. |
asked his name, expecting him to answer
Anil or Sonjay. Instead, he said "Chuck."
Maybe it was selected for him by acomput-
er with a sense of humor. The computer |
was chatting with now had no sense of hu-
mor, but it's unaccented English more than
compensated. His vocabulary was slightly
limited, but | don't think even Chuck would
have understood my answer to, "Are you

... FIBER continued from page 1

space on their utility poles to communi-
cation service providers like Northland
Cable, Frontier, Balsam West and High-
lands Cable Group.

Currently, Frontier is attached to
2,096 utility poles, Northland Cable is at-
tached to 1995, Balsam West is attached
to 76 and Highlands Cable Group is at-
tached to 6 poles.

Thanks to Gilliam’s Promise, a drug
and alcohol deterrent organization in the
area which paid $400,000 to hook up sur-
veillance cameras and the fiber to moni-
tor them at Highlands School, Town Hall,
Highlands Civic Center (Rec Park), the
Community Building and the Town Shed,
the town could become a “fiber” provid-
er.

The cable bought by Gilliam’s Prom-
ise contains 48 strands of high-speed fi-

ber (dark fiber) and since the camera
project has only used 12 strands, the town
has access to the leftover 36.

This means the town can take care of
its technology needs for communication
and redundancy while making money leas-
ing out the remaining strands to providers
who can then pick up more customers.

The town would pull fiber from Town
Hall to the water and sewer plants for its
technology needs but also drop fiber
throughout the business district and then
lease the fiber to providers.

“People and businesses want this,” said
Town Manager Bob Frye, “and if Highlands
doesn’t have it they will go to another place
thatdoes.”

He said by law Highlands can’t be a
provider but the next best thing is to “see
how we can facilitate it.”

ready to begin?” which was, "let's roll." He
answered, sounding slightly mechanical,
"Please answer yes or no." | expected a real
Indian to replace him any moment, but he
soldiered on. The moment of truth came
when he told me I'd have to answer a secu-
rity question to verify my identity. He asked
me where | was born. By now, everyone
knows the answer to that one. | gulped and
answered, "Richmond, Indiana.” | might
have said, richmondindiana or Richmond,
In. He had no way of knowing and an-
swered, "That's very good." He assigned me
atemporary password and gave instructions
to select my own, something he said, would
be easier to remember.

I was determined to select a strong pass-
word, yet one which I could remember
with ease. | followed the instructions to a
location where | could swap my newly as-
signed, temporary password for a robust,
yetwhimsical, creation of my own. It's hard
to describe the sense of empowerment |, a
technological moron, feltas | did as | had
been told. | opened the new screen enthu-
siastically where | was asked to answer a
simple security question: Where were you
born? I'm still using the temporary pass-
word and growing rather fond of it. | estab-
lished another account last week, one that
offered a choice of security questions. |
chose, "What was your first car?" "Who was
your best friend growing up?"* and "*Where
were you onJan 1, 2000. My answers were
ford, pete, and home; all lower case, each
four letters, and all unforgettable.

Stringing the high-speed fiber to the
water and sewer plants would cost the town
about $30,000 —a cost that could be offset
by providers leasing space along the line.

Matt Shuler, GIS/IT director, who made
the presentation in March, said second-
home owners and visitors are accustomed
to these services in their home towns and
may stay longer if they can get the same
thing here in Highlands.

“The longer they stay, the stronger our
town economy becomes,” he said.

There isn’t hard industry in Highlands,
but “software companies and people who
video-conference don't need shipping
routes, they need bandwidth.”

Such budgetary issues will be discussed
at the Special Budget meeting Thursday,
April 26 from 3-5 p.m. in the Community
Building.

— Kim Lewicki

FOR SALE BY OWNER

$285,000!

...F..:m.u.r"'; ... ] 5
Commercial Space PLUS a
Residential Apartment
535 N. 4th St. In town Highlands.
Fresh remodel. Business upstairs,

one-bedroom apartment downstairs.
Call 770-827-0450.

Gourmet Sauces & Spices

. DRY SINK

HIGHLANDS, H(

e Home chef
supplies

e Kitchenware
e Dinner
Settings

e Accessories

Open Mon — Saturday  10am to 5pm
450 Main Street Highlands, NC 828-526-5226

Whole
Life

Stop by and see our wide selection of
Local Organic Produce,
Specialty Gourmet Foods, Quality
Supplements, Organic Body Care,
Nartural Health Books & References, &
Local Hand-Crafted Gifts.

"For a Healthier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. 64E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Sarurdays 11 am - 4 pm

Call 526-5999
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e Back Days ® Partr 12

The story of the Frank and Belle McKinney Potts family

By Nancy Potts Coward

Just before Jessie was born,
Frank and Belle moved their
family to a new home which
lay inatriangle of land be-
tween the WalhallaRoad (NC
28) and the Dillard Road (NC

106. There were 75 acres of vir-
gin land to be cleared and tend-
ed. There were three garden
plots on which crops were
grown for immediate consump-
tion, for canning and for sale in
the store.

There were grazing lands for
horses and cattle and barns with
stalls for them as well as for
Guiness and Billy Goat, two
goats Frank had taken on a debt;
achicken house and lotand a
pig pen. Later there was a slaugh-

NANTAHALA

The Original Zickgraf Flooring Outlet
Even better than before!

Same building, just 2 doors down

Featuring: Hardwood, Engineered,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

Now Offering Cabinets
(SOLID WOOD)

Unfinished Red Oak and Hickory builder- grade options,
as well as Pre-finished custom cabinets at big-box
store non-wood prices!

Ask about our oil rubbed
7" River Recovered Antique Heartpine

NOW AT OVER 50% OFF!

Solid Unfinished — Starting at $0.89
Solid Pre-finished — Starting at $1.29
Laminate — Starting at $1.09
Vinyl — Starting at $0.77

WELLS GROVE —__
DEPOT ST

%o% + =791 ULCO DR.

Monday - Friday,
8am - 5pm
L ~ Saturday, 8am - Noon
VLA. Clinic

791 Ulco Drive e Franklin, NC
Office: (828) 369-9781 « Fax: (828) 524-6888

ter house for butchering animals
for the store. There was a rasp-
berry patch where his children
made spending money: 10 cents
aquart wholesale to Frank, who
sold them for 25 cents at the
store.

There were also rhododen-
dron thickets, fields for buckber-
ry bushes, blackberry vines, and
wild strawberries for cobblers,
jelliesand jams.

There was a path from the
house to two springs. The first
one emptied into awooden box
where tin lard buckets held rich
mile from the cows. The cream
rose to the top, thick and crinkly
like leather. Some was skimmed
off for churning with the skim
milk fed to the hogs.

Churning was a job as-
signed to the girls, but begin
readers, they would moved the
dasher with one hand and turn
pages with the other.

The second spring was the
enchanted one. It was chiseled
out of granite in the shape ofa
bowl with a tinty slit at the bot-
tom through which the water
came. A semi-circular rock wall
protected it from dirt sliding in.
Rhododendrons leaned over it.
Certain times of the year the
children would clean out the
spring, taking a broom to skim
away the green scum and old
leaves clogging the basin. Next
they would sweep over and over
again to loosen the moss that
covered it during the winter
months. Once the basin refilled
with clean fresh water, they used
arhododendron leaf as a vessel
for water. The only practical pur-
pose for the spring was to chill
watermelons in the summer.

There were also houses on
the place where the families of
men who worked for Frank

Frank and Belle Potts
— Courtesy of the Highlands Historical Society

lived. They did the gardening,
worked at the store, and after a
pick-up truck was purchased for
the store, drove Frank who never
learned to drive. Usually, the
children walked the mile to
town along the Dillard Road.

Ethel (Frank’s only sister)
and her husband Guy Paul
owned the land adjoining
Frank’s and Belle’sand so the
families were very close.

Guy Paul was a Maine Re-
publican and the Pottses were
dyed-in-the-wool Democrats.
One local pundit was heard say-
ing that Roosevelt would never
have gotten elected if it had not
been for the Pottses buying his
family’s votes. Oftentimes the
political debates between the
families were hot and complete-
ly irrational.

Santa Claus always put
things in our stockings that Dad-
dy (Frank) had in the store. One
Christmas Eve, the year Grand-
mama McKinney died and was
buried made Jessie, a little worry
wart, afraid there wouldn’'t be
any Christmas the next day. But
when we got home, Mama took
off her coat and put on her
apron and started preparations.
She made wonderful Christmas
candy -- fudge, divinity and
something called cream candy.
We would always fix a box of
homemade candies for our
teachers.

Mama was a tea-totaler of

the old school, but she did like
a little wine for her fruit cakes
and Uncle Roy, who manufac-
tured his own, always provided
it for her. She’d only moisen a
clothwith it to put over the
cakes,. so she used just a few
drops of it. On this particular
occassion the pine jar, almost
full, was sitting on the pantry
shelf when Jack discovered it.
He would go in now and then
and get aswig. When he real-
ized the level was noticeably
lower, he brought home a bot-
tle of grape jice from the store,
intendinmg to add some to the
contents. It seemed a shame,
however, to spoil the wine, so
he poured it out for personal
consumption and replaced it
with the juice. Too late it oc-
curred to him that if Mama, for
some reason, should investi-
gate, she would recognize the
switch. To try to make the juice
ferment, he took a yeast cake,
added it to the jar, and screwed
the lid on tight. One Sunday
morning he was awakened by a
big explosion beneath him. He
gotup, puton his clothesand
without waiting for breakfast,
went to Sunday School. Mama
never knew the truth of the
matter. She was really surprised
that the wine had blown up be-
cause she hand never trusted
the darn stuff anyway.

«To be continued ...
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Making a mockery

be agood time to pull out
my mock draft for 2012. As
always, feel free to laugh
about my incompetence in
the art of prognostication.

* No. 1 Colts— QB An-
drew Luck, Stanford- The
next Peyton Manning? I'm
thinking more the next Matt Ryan.

< No. 2 Redskins — QB Robert Grif-
fin 11, Baylor-The next Vince Young, I'm
afraid.

< No. 3 Vikings—OT Matt Khalil,
USC Most pro-ready guy out there.

* No. 4 Browns—RB Trent Richard-
son, Alabama Great player, can be the
face of the franchise

= No. 5 Buccaneers — CB Morris
Claiborne, LSU What they thought they
were getting in Agib Talib

* No. 6 Rams—WR Justin Black-
mon, Oklahoma State Sam Bradford
getsanew toy

< No. 7 Jaguars— DT Fletcher Cox,
Mississippi State Should solidify what
wasagood D last year

< No. 8 Dolphins— QB Ryan Tan-
nehill, Texas A&M Bust alert

* No. 9 Panthers— G David DeCas-
tro, Stanford Need to protect Cam

< No. 10 Bills— WR Michael Floyd,
Notre Dame Should pair nicely with
Stevie Johnson

* No. 11 Chiefs— DT Dontari Poe,
Memphis

* No. 12 Seahawks — DE/OLB
Melvin Ingram, South Carolina

* No. 13 Cardinals— OT Riley Reiff,
lowa

* No. 14 Cowboys — SS Mark Bar-
ron, Alabama

< No. 15 Eagles— DE Quinton Co-
ples, North Carolina

< No. 16 Jets— TE Coby Fleener,
Stanford

< No. 17 Bengals— CB Stephon
Gilmore, South Carolina

* No. 18 Chargers— OLB Shea Mc-

Ryan Potts S
tryanpotts@hotmail.com Cordy Glenn, Georgia
e No. 23 Lions—CB

of the mock draft

th the NFL Draft T .
occurring tonight, ™
I thought it might Ny

Clellin, Boise State

e No.19Bears—OT
Jonathan Martin, Stanford

* No. 20 Titans— DE/
OLB Whitney Mercilus, Illi-
nois

< No. 21 Bengals—C Pe-
ter Konz, Wisconsin

e No. 22 Browns—OT

Dre Kirkpatrick, Alabama

e No. 24 Steelers— LB Dont’a Hight-
ower, Alabama

* No. 25 Broncos— DT Michael
Brockers, LSU

< No. 26 Texans—WR Kendall

Wright, Baylor

* No. 27 Patriots— DT Kendall Reyes,
UConn

* No. 28 Packers— OLB Courtney
Upshaw, Alabama

< No. 29 Ravens—WR Stephen Hill,
Georgia Tech

* No. 3049ers—OG Kevin Zeitler,

Wisconsin

* No. 31 Patriots— DB Janoris Jen-
kins, Florida

< No. 32 Giants— DE Nick Perry,
usc

Highlands
Fine Consignments

Largest selection of high-end consigned
merchandise in Highlands!

* Mirrors,Lamps, Coffee Tables
 Beautiful Patio Sets

* Henredon Furniture

* Dining Room Sets

* Leathercraft Chair & Recliner
* Porch Breakfast Table with
Wicker Chairs and more!

Open Thurs.-Sat. « 11a-4p
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Each Dinner feeds a
family of four
Mon 24 Buffalo Wings or 2 Ibs Chicken 16.95
enders and hand cut fries

Tue  In-House made Italian Sausage L.asagna 17.95
with a large Salad =

Wed  Chicken or Steak pot pie 17.95
and a large Salad

Thu  Roasted Meatloaf with mashed 17.95
Potaotes Gravy and a large Salad

Fri ~ Wild caught fried shrimp, baked 20.95
potatoes, hush PUppIEs, and coleslaw

Sat In-house smoked BBQ, coleslaw; apple ~ 17.95
and bacon baked beans, and yeast TOlS

Mountain Fresh Grocery \QUNINN FRESH Gy,

=i

%

What’s
for Dinner?

Highland’s favorite lunch place also serves
homemade dinner to £0.
All served hot and ready to take home.
Mon - Sat pick up from 4 30 pm until "7 pm.

Cooking for Highlands

Mon - Sat open at 7 am and Sundays at 8 am.

Corner of 5th & Main, Highlands NC 828-526-2400 & WINE MARKET
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e Conservanve POV

I chronicled some of the events that

made for a very rough week for the
President. Come to think of it, it was.
Well, it would appear that the boogie-
men are still busy at work, throwing one
grenade after another down the sacred
halls of the White House. A bumper crop
of new, unpleasant matters is blowing up
in his face.

First, the Senate actually held a vote
on something, and it was the on the
“Buffett Rule,” Obama’s tax increase on
job producers. It failed to pass. Bad news
for the President.

Next, Wikipedia on the GSA (Gen-
eral Services Administration): “Itisan
independent agency of the United States
Government, established in 1949 to
help manage and support the basic func-
tioning of federal agencies. The GSA sup-
plies products and communications for
U.S. government offices, provides trans-
portation and office space to federal em-
ployees, and DEVELOPS GOVERN-
MENT-WIDE COST- MINIMIZING
POLICIES, and other management
tasks.” The emphasis is mine.

I tseems like just a few days ago when

If It Isn’t One Thing, It’s Another

Unlessyou liveina
cave, oryou just don't care,
surely you are aware of the
outrageous extravagance in
the party the GSA threw in
Las Vegas in 2010 for 300 of
itsemployees, which cost
$823,000 of your money. It
took awhistle-blower sever-
al months to get anybody’s
attention on the subject, but
finally itfound ahomeina

party culture in the GSA,
Neely and others pled the
fifth, incurring the wrath of
Chairman Jeff Dunham.
“Let me issue a warning. If
this (spending and lack of
information) continues to
goon... lam prepared to
systematically pull apart
GSA to the point where we
will make ita question to
the American public on

House committee, which is
currently holding hearings

Don Swanson

whether GSA is needed at
all. But the wasteful spend-

and ripping the GSA real Feedback is s going to stop and the
good. encouraged. Email  yaneparency is going to be-
Meanwhile, Roll Call swandonson@dnet.net  gin.” And these people are

reports: “Well after an in-
spector general began audit-
ing the lavish Las Vegas conference, Jeff
Neely, who headed the General Services
Administration’s San Francisco office and
was the creator of the Las Vegas trip, took
his wife on a taxpayer-funded trip to Ha-
waii, Guam and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands.

When questioned by the House sub-
committee on what appears to be a party-

Faster than a speeding bullet.

12 Mbps Internet is now available!

Enjoy High Speed Internet that delivers faster,
more relioble performance than DSL!

* Faster uploads and downloads.

| * Greater bandwidih for multiple users at the same

fime,

* Smoother HD streaming without buffering.

* Belter gaming with lass h:ig time.

NORTHLAND

Internet
starting at

29

WHEMN BUNDLED

Call Northland Today!
(828) 526-5675

www.yournorthland.com

in charge of cost-minimiz-
ing policies. Not good for
Mr. Obama.

Next, speaking of parties, according
to the New York Post: “The Secret Service
sure knows how to party. Cocaine and
several bottles of whiskey apparently fu-
eled the elite agents’ bonehead fling with
about 20 hookers at a posh hotel in Carta-
gena, Columbia, a hotel staffer told the
Post. The employee responded to the
trashed room with police and other Hotel
El Caribe workers when one prostitute
raised hell after a Secret Service member
initially refused to pay her.

At least 11 Secret Service members
and 10 military personnel partied with as
many as 21 hookers at the hotel, accord-
ing to Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine),
chair of the Homeland Security and Gov-
ernment Affairs Committee. ‘Who were
these women? Could they have been
members of groups hostile to the United
States? Could they have planted bugs, dis-
abled weapons, or in any other ways jeop-
ardized security of the president of our
country?’ she fumed.” Bad for Barry.

And then, from The Christian Post:
“Photos published by the Los Angeles
Times of U. S. soldiers alongside the
corpses of Afghan terrorists have sparked
outrage around the world. Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai has responded to the
photographs, calling the images ‘disgust-
ing’ ‘It is such a disgusting act to take pho-
tos with body parts and then share it with
others; Karzai said.

The White House has also responded
to the images, labeling the photos ‘repre-
hensible’ ‘that behavior that was depicted

in the photos absolutely violates both
our regulations and more important, our
core values, Defense Secretary Leon
Panetta said in a news conference in
Brussels.” Some U. S. officials have also
expressed fear that the published photo-
graphs could lead to reprisal attacks.”

Now we all understand that Obama
doesn’t have direct control over the day-
to-day operation of these agencies, but
when mud gets spattered on the U.S.,
some of it lands on him. Call it what you
may, he is currently losing the spiritual
warfare going on. From The Examiner:
“David Axelrod, President Obama’s top
campaign strategist, responded to Gallup
polls showing Mitt Romney leading the
president by criticizing the pollster.

‘Gallup is saddled with some meth-
odological problems; Axelrod tweeted.
Gallup released a poll showing Romney
leading Obama 48 percent to 43 percent.
Gallup showed Obama leading Romney
throughout most of March.” Sounds like
Axelrod has some methodological prob-
lems if you ask me.

Mountain
Findings

... your
neighborhood
second-hand store ...
IS opening for the
season

Tuesday, May 1

Featuring household
goods, accessories,
and indoor and
outdoor furniture!
Open
Monday-Saturday
10a to 4p




e Just Hers *

Jest In Case

lines honestly. Think
about it. Would you
rather be known for your
laugh or your frown
lines? Given the choice,
I'd rather laugh. Thus far,
my life has had its share
of sadness and tragedy,
but through it all, there
have also been some great
chuckles, guffaws, and
outright belly laughs. I'm
grateful for them.
During a Sunday
service in 1989, the dean
of the American Cathedral in Paris had
announced that the serving president at
the time, George H.W. Bush, was going to
be attending the G7 Summit in Paris in
mid-July. While Bush wanted to attend our
church, his schedule would not permit
him to attend the 11 o’clock service. Dean
Leo and the vestry had consulted, and de-
cided that the main service should be
moved to 8:30am, to accommodate the
President.

In order to make it to the American
Cathedral with time to clear security and
getinashort rehearsal, we would have to
take the 5:30am first metro in the morn-
ing. Why the metro? Because security
would be so tight that parking in the area
would be virtually impossible. Grumbling
and bleary-eyed, the choir arrived at the
Cathedral. Already, the place was swarm-
ing with security. A make-shift metal de-
tector had been assembled, and we lined
up to pass through it. All of our sheet mu-
sic had to be scanned, too. Handlers with
sniffer dogs went up and down the aisles
of the Cathedral, looking for bombs and
hidden weapons. Frightened and intimi-
dated by the massive security, we tried
making small talk with the Secret Service
advance party. They looked right through
us, and didn’t even acknowledge our at-
tempts at conversation. Now | realize the
reason for their coldness may have been
that we were wearing cassocks and sur-
plices, not bustiers and black fish net stock-
ings. After all, there’s a world of differ-
ence between being a girl singing in the
chorus and a chorus girl. We milled
around as these strangers in suits and
shades talked into their sleeve cuffs, pok-
ing into every corner of our sanctuary,
looking for potential assassins.

I come by my laugh

michiemead@aol.com

; The church was even-
| tually opened up to Cathe-
dral parishioners only, and
Canon Buchanan assem-
bled the choir, preparing to
send us processing up the
aisle. “Head ‘em up, and
move ‘em out!” he said,
grinning. You can take the
clergyman out of Texas, but
you can't take the Texas out
of the clergyman. We pro-
cessed up the aisle, and into
our usual places, but a bit
more self conscientiously
than usual. The wait
seemed endless. Then, with a flourish, the
sea of Secret Servicemen parted. President
and Mrs. Bush entered the church, and were
escorted down the aisle by the Dean to their
seats in the front pew. The service proceed-
ed according to plan, and we all held our
breaths as President Bush got up to read one
of the lessons in a clear, patrician voice.
Then, during the Prayers of the People,

=See JUST HERS page 17
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HELP OVER-TAXED
TAXPAYERS

Many Macon County taxpayers are suffering from the recession. The latest county
unemployment rate was almost 13%. Gas prices are almost 34/gallon. Food and
electricity prices are rising rapidly. Many residents make tough financial choices daily.

| agree with my opponent who said "Macon County is in VERY GOOD SHAPE
financially.”

But what about the county's over-taxed taxpayers?

The county has millions of dollars in EXCESS funds in its General Fund balance! Will
commissioners spend it or reduce taxes?

| have urged them to reduce the properly tax rate by 9% July 1, 2012, and help
taxpayers! If elected | will continue the fight to reduce taxes without affecting
county employees or programs!

Yisit VieDrummond.com for more information.

VIC DRUMMOND

Republican Candidate - District 2 County Commissioner

The TRUE Conservative Republican Candidate

Paid for by Drummand for Commisskoner

Advertising works ... email highlandseditor@aol.com

come in the morm
and in-house T

ing for a Full Brei
ogsted coffee daily

#Saxupf:ﬂat’?mn
mgundaysa’ism

etOOrder

Our grill serves fresh angus burgers
made to order with hand cut french fries,
grilled chicken, and daily specials like

chicken parmesan or piImento cheese burgers.
Grill open from IT am until 3 pm every day.

Breakfast L FRESH Ghoggp,

& Wive Mamstn

Corner of 5th & Main, Highlands NC 828-526-2400
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FALLING WATERS

Is a 52-acre community just 2.5 miles
from Main Street, Highlands. Secluded but
not remote, no road noise, no thru traffic.
Peaceful, quiet & private.

The property is forested with mature
hardwoods, Rhododendron, Mountain Lau-
rel & a plethora of wild flowers that bloom
through the seasons, There are two water-
falls and several creeks adding charm and
interest.

The land is gentle...making for easy
building sites, lower building cost, more park-
ing, easier ingress and egress, fewer erosion
problems, child friendly and a great place to
take awalk.

FALLING WATERS is protected by
the North Carolina Planned Community Act
and is well thought out, with reasonable cov-
enants.

Offered in parcels of .75 acres or 10
acres plus.. Carve out your creekfront, wa-
terfall view or multi-acre estate. Owner financ-
ing. Call 828-526-9622 or 828-508-9952.

Come Visit!

From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dil-
lard Road) 1.8 miles just past the Glen Falls
sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths
of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The en-
trance is on the right.

-7, 4.-
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 INVESTNG AT 4,118 FT. ®

Signs of improvement in Spring Housing

ccording to statistics, the housing
A{)narket in North Carolina is im
roving as the spring buying sea-

son is now currently upon us.

At this point, there is enough data for
people to become cautiously optimistic
about the future in terms of the housing
market.

According to REALTOR.org, pending
home sales are up from previous years,
an indicator that a slow recovery is un-
derway. Additionally, short sales outnum-
bered foreclosures in 12 states last month
(although North Carolina was not one of
those) which demonstrates more and
more movement In the market in recent
times.

While this isn’t a exactly a sign of
smooth sailing in the distance, it does pro-
vide rays of light in what has been a some-
what stormy time in the real estate in-
dustry.

Macon County, and Highlands in par-
ticular has seen a large number of fore-
closure and short sales in recent years,

Terry Potts
Country Club Properties
ccpterry@aol.com

primarily due to the prevalence of sec-
ond homes located here in Highlands.
With lenders being more willing to work
with distressed homeowners, there are
two positive effects to the market.

The first is that short sales do not
hurt property values as much as foreclo-

NOW SERVING
BREAKFAST & LUNCH

Sports Page Sandwich Shoppe

Monday - Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30am - 10:30am < Lunch: 1lam - 2:30pm

Full cooked-to-order breakfast featuring house-made:
*Three-egg Omelets and Egg Plates

*Triple-Stack Pancakes
eSouthern French Toast
eGranny’s Biscuits and Sausage Gravy
eFresh Hot Biscuits with sausage, bacon, country
ham...

Daily Lunch Specials!
Pick Two - Half sandwich, cup of soup, or small salad

314 main Street, Highlands

(828) 526-3555

sures, so neighborhoods can retain
property value despite having distressed
homes.

Secondly, more short sales contrib-
ute to the Pending Home Sales Index,
which is one of the major indicators
that we have of future market activity.

Currently the Pending Home Sales
Index here in the south sits about 8 per-
cent higher than in did just a year ago,
which indicates that the market is im-
proving. As | am sure that most of you
know, good news is contagious, and a
positive housing outlook can mean good
things for folks who are looking to both
buy or sell.

We also have Mother Nature to
thank for a positive outlook here on the
plateau. The unseasonably warm tem-
peratures have brought more people to
Highlands than usual in the last few
months, which has provided a nice tran-
sition into the Spring Season.

It is my hope that these positive
signs will continue to develop through-
out the year, and that buyers and sellers
alike can benefit from an improving
economic climate.

2012
Town of Highlands
Boards and
Committee
Vacancies

The Town of Highlands has current and
upcoming vacancies for the following Town
Boards and Committees:

1. Zoning Board ~ 1 Alternate position

2. Planning Board ~ 3 openings

3. Appearance Commission ~ 2 open-
ings

4. Scholarship Committee ~ 2 openings

Board and Committee applications can be
accessed at www.highlandsnc.org or at Town
Hall. For more information, feel free to contact
the Town of Highlands at 828.526.2118. (4/26)




o HeALTH MATTERS ®

Glaucoma

An approach to Glaucoma treatment without the side effects or the
cost of glaucoma drops

laucoma refers to a group of eye

diseases, which left undetec

ted, can lead to a significant
decrease in sight or even blindness.
This is due to the improper drainage
of continuously produced fluid in the
eye (aqueous humor) which leads to
increased pressure within the eye, re-
sulting in optic nerve damage. The un-
derlying cause of glaucoma is un-
known, and anyone can be at risk re-
gardless of age. Regular eye exams can
lead to early detection and treatment
which often prevents loss of sight.
Glaucoma symptoms vary depending
on the type of glaucoma a patient is
experiencing and it is possible to have
no symptoms at all. According to the
Glaucoma Research Foundation, it is
estimated that over 4 million Ameri-
cans have Glaucoma but only half of
them know it.

Glaucoma remains the leading
cause of blindness in adults in spite of
readily available painless treatment.
High on the list of causes is a remark-
ably high level of inadequate medica-
tion usage. The problem is easily un-
derstood by anyone who is required to
use medications on a daily basis. This
problem becomes even more difficult
due to the high cost of medications,

especially if they are not covered by in-
surance or Medicare and the patient is
on arelatively fixed income.

A laser developed especially for glau-
coma, the SLT, received FDA approval
following years of clinical testing. The
significant advantage of the SLT over
previous lasers is its’ method of action.
The efficacy and safety levels are so high
that the treatment may now be recom-
mended as the 1st line of treatmentin
glaucoma patients before considering
glaucoma eye drops. In our practice the
treatment is so effective, that for the
great majority of our glaucoma patients
the SLT may be the only treatment need-
ed. The treatment is covered by insur-
ance companies, Medicare and Medic-
aid. The procedure is performed in the
examination room and takes less than
a minute. Patients can return to nor-
mal activity immediately following
treatment.

Dr. Blue introduced the SLT laser
treatment for glaucoma to Northeast
Georgia and now provides this remark-
able laser treatment in Macon County
as well.

Call today to schedule your free
LASIK evaluation with Dr. Blue at 828-
369-1602.

Highlands’ Newspaper -

LASIK MYTH # 26
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“I’ve been told I am not a candidate for
LASIK because I have Astigmatism...”

Far too often, people are given misinformation about
LASIK. To view short videos of Dr. Blue expla.l.nmg
why, despite what you may =
have been told, it’s very likely 5
that you ARE a candidate for
LASIK, please visit

www.bluelasergroup.com/myths

2768 Georgia Rd.
Franklin , NC 28734
(828) 369-1602

Call today to schedule

your free LASIK
evaluation with Dr. Blue!

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

278 East Doyle St. « Toccoa, GA
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

706-886-9439 = 800-884-9439

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its
gentle touch.

= Dental Implants
= Root Canal Therapy
= Single Visit Crowns
= Orthodontics including Invisalign
= Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!
(1V Sedation, too)

— —~
ILBANKS SMILE.CE

arpchede

TER

Make Every Side
Your Good Side

The way you look can
have a great impact on
how you feel.
Occasionally Mother
Nature needs a

little help

Call 526-3783 to
schedule a consultation

097437

Center for Plastic Surgery

526-3783 Or Toll Free: 877-526-3784 f{?
?)

209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202 Highlands, NC
Robert T. Buchanan, MD Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

www. PlasticSurgeryToday.com




Page 12 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, April 26, 2012 - 828-526-3228

* Registration is now open for the 2012 summer
nature day camps at the Highlands Nature Center. Five
different camps are offered: “WOW! —a World of Won-
der” (ages 4-6), “Amazing Animals” (ages 7-10), “Na-
tureWorks” (ages 8-11), “Mountain Explorers” (ages 10-
13), and “Junior Ecologists” (ages 11-14). Most camps
are offered more than once during the summer. Sessions
run from Tuesday to Friday each week. For complete
schedules, costs, and other information, please call 828-

526-2623 or visit www.wcu.edu/hbs.

Daily

» CORE classes at Mountain Fitness on Carolina
Way. Tues., Thurs., Sat.,. 9:30; Mon., Wed., Thurs.,
5:15. $10 per class or ask about specials. Call 526-9083.
(st.6/9)

Mon., Wed., Fri.

+ Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec Park.
8:30-9:30 a.m. $20/month.

Starting in May,
weekly Saturday bird
walks will be offered to
the public by the High-
lands Plateau Audu-
bon Society. Accord-
ing to Romney
Bathurst, Audubon
board member and
co-chair of the field
trip committee, "the
group has been busy
planning a full sched-
ule of diverse and fun
opportunities for bird-
ers of all levels to par-
ticipate this year".

The first Saturday of every month
will be especially geared to "beginners",
with guidance offered in the use of bin-
oculars and field guides and an introduc-
tion to some of our more common spe-
ciesin relatively easily accessible places
around the Highlands-Cashiers plateau.
HPAS will loan binoculars to those who
don't presently have their own. It is
hoped that for new participants, thiswill
be the start of a wonderful new hobby
and a way to experience nature here in
the mountains.

Following isalist of walks and pro-
grams being offered for May.

May 5: HPAS Kick-off Walk at The
Bascom in Highlands, led by HPAS Pres-
ident, Russ Regnery. Meet in The Bascom
parking lotat 7:30 am.

May 8: Birding Outing at Southern
Highlands Reserve Gardens (participants
will need to register in advance to attend
this special event by calling 828-743-
9670). Meet to carpool at 8 am in Cash-
iers behind Wendy's/community center
or in Highlands at 7:30 am in The Bas-
com parking lot.

Local Audubon Society announces
ambitious summer schedule

May 12: HPAS
Bird Walk at Lonesome
Valley, Cashiers, with
special guest leader
Curtis Smalling from
Audubon NC . Meet at
8 am near the gate in
Lonesome Valley, or, to
carpool, meet at 7:30
am in Highlands in
The Bascom parking
lot. At 4 pm on the
same day Mr. Smalling
will present a program
entitled "The Birds of
the Highlands Plateau:
Amazing Stories from a Remarkable
Place" at The Bascom in Highlands.

May 19: Nature Walk to Jones Gap
with The Highlands Cashiers Land Trust.
Sign up by calling 526-9938. Participants
must be HCLT members($35) and should
bring $5 for lunch. This will be the soci-
ety's only paid walk, but this gives partak-
ers achance to support the HCLT, which
isworking to preserve habitat throughout
the Highlands-Cashiers area. Meet in The
Bascom parking lot at 7:30 am to carpool.

May 26: Bird Walk along Turtle Pond
Road, Highlands. Meet in The Bascom
parking lot at 7:30 am to carpool.

May 27: The Bird Barn In Highlands
(Corporate Sponsors of Audubon) will
have guest, Michael Skinner, present a
program to the public about Eagles. Pro-
gram will beginat 1 pm.

Anyone interested in any of these
events should consult the Audubon web-
site for the most up to date information
on all walks and programs.
www.highlandsaudubonsociety.org ,or
with questions, call Michelle at 828-743-
9670.

« Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec Park,
8-9a.m. $10 per class or $40 amonth.

» Zumba at the Rec Park, 9:05a-10a. $5 per calss.
First class free. Call Mary Barbour for Franklin schedule:
828-342-2498.

Mondays

+All meetings of the Mountain View Group of Alco-
holics Anonymous will be held in the Faith and Fellow-
ship Center of First Preshyterian Church. Enter viathe
entrance on 5th St. and proceed a few steps down tothe
library.

Tuesdays

+ Highlands Rotary Club meets atnoon at the High-
lands Conference Center at noon.

+ Closed AA Women's meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the
Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main streets.

Wednesdays

* The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary meets at 7:30
a.m. inthe dining room at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-

dEHighlands Area Upcoming Events

tal. Enter the hospital in the main or emergency entrance
and follow the signs downstairs. Visitors are welcome.
Meetings end at 8:30 am.

* Men's interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30
a.m. at First Baptist Church.

* The Homegrown Buds, a homeschool 4-H club,
meets at noon at the Macon County Library on Siler
Road in Franklinat 1 p.m.

Wednesdays & Fridays

*Open AAmeeting at noon at the Episcopal Church
atFifth and Main streets.

Thursdays

+ Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church
on Main and Fifth streets.

* The Highlands Writers Group meets at 1 p.m. at
the Hudson Library on Thursdays.Call Anne Doggett at
526 8009.

* Free Dinner at the Cashiers Community Center
froim 5-7 p.m. Mostly organic, healthy food. Donations

Brevard College Chamber Chorale to
Perform in May 6 Concert

The Brevard College Chamber Chorale will perform in a concert at 2 p.m. on

Sunday, May 6 at First Presbyterian Church. The group will also participate in the 11
a.m. worship service that morning. The Chorale is directed by Dr. David Gresham
who serves as Professor of Music and Director of Choral Music at Brevard College.

Dr. Gresham, who also serves as Director of Worship/Music at First Presbyterian
Church in Highlands, earned a bachelor’s degree from Wingate University, master’s
degrees in both Choral Conducting and Vocal Pedagogy and Performance from the
University of Colorado at Boulder, and a doctorate in Vocal Performance with a
minor in Conducting from the University of Georgia.

Everyone is cordially invited to attend the morning worship service as well as the
afternoon concert, which will take place in the sanctuary at First Presbyterian Church.
The church is located at the corner of Main and 5th Streets. Handicap entrances are
located on Church Street and on 5th Street.




Highlands Area Upcoming Events

accepted. Call 743-5706 for more information. Volunteers
needed!

Saturdays

» The Art Room, 45 East Main St. in Franklin is
having free Make & Take Classes from 10am to 12:30.
Come make a Card...Ages 15 and up please! For More
Information call Dianne 828-349-3777 or Robin 828-421-
9891.

Every Third Saturday

* The Highlands Memorial Post#370 of the Amer-
ican Legion meets at the Shortoff Baptist Church. Break-
fastis at 9 am. Meeting is at 10 a.m. All veterans are
invited to attend.

Thursday, April 26

» The Highlands School Sophomore Classis spon-
soring a steak dinner in the cafeteria from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
$10/dinner. Carry-out available. Tickets for dinner sold in
advance in the school office or by Sophomores through

Saturday, April 28

+ The Highlands Police Department and the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) will give the public
another opportunity to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding
their homes of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and
unwanted prescription drugs. From 10 a.m.to 2 p.m., take
your medications for disposal to Highlands Pharmacy
and Main Street Pharmacy at 460 Main Street and 225
Main Street in Highlands, N.C. The service is free and
anonymous, no questions asked.

» The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate-
to-strenuous 6-mile hike in Panthertown beginning at Salt
Rock entrance, ascending Black Rock Mtn., then on to
the Sassafras Gap loop trail where many pink shell
rhododendrons are likely to be in bloom. Three gradual
climbs of 300 ft. bring the total for elevation change to 1500-
1800 ft. Bring water and lunch. Drive 16 miles round trip.
Callleader Carl Blozan, 743-1765, for reservations.

Sun. April 29

+ The Southwest Community College Chorale Group

and NC IBA Coordinator.

7:30 pm with Dr. Mark Hopey.

author of The Armchair Birder.

Scrubs!

Don't miss Chicks! Its All Gone to the
Birds activities and The Bascom
‘Backpack Program'’

In conjunction with the Chicks! It's All Gone to the Birds exhibit, The Bascom is
hosting a number of “avian” related programs.

e The exhibition’s opening reception on Saturday, March 31 from 6-8 pm
featuring a presentation from artist Susan Taylor Glasgow.

e The Birds of the Highlands Plateau, Amazing Stories from a Remarkable
Place on Saturday, May 12 at 4 pm with Curtis Smalling, Mountain Region Biologist

e Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship Project on Friday, June 1 at

e The Early Birders - Antique Nature Prints and Decoys on Saturday, June 9 at
4 pmwith Dr. Lloyd Newberry, author of European Hunter: Hunting in 33 Countries.
e The Armchair Birder on Saturday, June 16 at 4 pm featuring Dr. John Yow,

There are also a series of bird and nature walks scheduled throughout May and
June. For more information on these Highlands Plateau Audubon Society activities,
call 828.526.1939 or visit www.highlandsaudubonsociety.org.

Chicks! It's All Gone to the Birds is at The Bascom through June 17 and is
presented in partnership with the Highlands Biological Station and the Highlands
Plateau Audubon Society. Support for this exhibition is provided by Nancy and Larry
Fuller; Audubon North Carolina; and Delta Air Lines.

The Bascom Backpack Program is a creative concept that offers self-guided
tours on The Bascom Nature Trail. Stop by the information desk at The Bascom and
check out one of our Bird Watching Tour Backpacks that include a pair of binoculars
and handouts on identifying birds, bird call and other birding activities. See how
many birds you can spot and identify! A great adventure for the whole family.

Now through June 30th, become a Bascom Member (or renew or upgrade your
current membership) at $250 and above and be entered in a drawing to win this gift
basket of handcrafted, locally made, premium quality soaps and scrubs by Nature’s

The Bascom is open year-round - Monday through Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm and

Sunday, 12 noon to 5 pm. Enjoy workshops, exhibitions, special events and quality
programs throughout the year at The Bascom. For more information, to register for
Bascom workshop offerings or for more details on all Bascom activities, visit
www.TheBascom.org or call 828.526.4949.
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is singing at the Highlands United Methodist Church Sunday
ats5p.m.

* The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy 2-
mile hike on the nature trail at the Highlands Biological
Center. Meet at Bi-Lo parking area in Franklinat 2 p.m.
Hikers from Highlands or Cashiers areas meet at the
Biological Center at 2:40 p.m. Drive 20 miles round trip.
Callleader Kay Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations.

Monday, April 30

* The Art League of Highlands will begin their new
season with their first meeting Monday at Tartistry Gallery
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onthe Highlands Road in Franklin.The meeting will start
at 4:30 with a social and refreshments. Call CynDe
Copple at 828 524-5359 for more information.

Beginning May 1

«\olunteers needed to proctor tests at Highlands
School. Testing begins at 8 am. Most exams finish within
150 minutes to finish. Call the school at 526.2147 to sign
up.

Wednesday, May 2

« Children/Family Movie at The Hudson Library at
3:30 p.m. The Last Unicorn.

One of The Highlands Cashiers Play-
ers most popular production, “The Dixie
Swim Club” is coming back to The Per-
forming Arts Center opening May 10. The
play, written by current and noted play-
wrights, Jones, Hope, and Wooten, and
directed by Ricky Siegel, was first per-
formed by The Highlands Cashiers Play-
ers in Highlands in the winter of 2010.
Response to the play was so enthusiastic
that it became the most attended winter
production in the 15 year history of HCP!

The play is the story of the lifelong
friendships of 5women who met as team-
mates on their college swim team.
Through ups and downs, laughter and
tears, the bonds that they created, the af-
fections they had for one another could
not be shaken by circumstances or time.
Through the years, the one thing the
women could count one was their team-
mates. The play reminds us of the impor-
tance of the friendships we all have shared

The D|X|e SW|m Club IS Comlng backI

in our lives. This is the message of the
play, at it comes to us in sidesplitting
laughter and touching moments of cri-
sis.

This new production features 4 of
the same five actresses who brought the
script to life back in 2010. Jenny King,
Carla Gates, Lee Lyons, and Mary Adair
Leslie, will again appear as Sheree, Di-
nah, Vernadette, and Jeri Neal. New to
the cast as Lexie, is another veteran ac-
tress of Highlands’ stages, Bonnie Ear-
man.

Don't miss the opportunity to see the
return engagement of “The Dixie Swim
Club”, back by popular demand. Evening
performances will begin at 7:30 on the
respective Thursdays, Fridays and Satur-
days, May 10,11, 12,17, 18, and 19, with
matinees at 2:30 on the Sundays of May
13 and 20. For ticket information and
purchasing, call 828-526-8084.
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Highlands School Junior/Senior Prom — Saturday, April 21,2012 — Coleman Hall
— Depths of Forever —

Photos by Christine Murphy and Ryan Potts




... FORUM continued from page 1
[

Right:

Incumbents Bobby Kup-
pers, District 3 (D),
Kevin Corbin, District 2
(R), and Jim Tate, Dis-
trict 1(R);

Far Right:

Vic Drummond, District
2 (R) and Rick Snyder,
District 3 (D).

LewickKi

term benefits?” Specifically, what needs
to be done in reference to planning and
development in the near future?

Jim Tate:

I'm a sixth generation Maconian. |
want my kids and grandkids to continue
to live and work here. As a county com-
missioner and resident, | try to always be a
good steward of the county —it's good for
us and good for future generations. But, as
asmall business owner, | am bombarded
with regulations and paperwork. It’s al-
ways going to be a matter of balance be-
tween being a good steward and requiring
commonsense regulations for our citi-
zens. The truth is, it's always going to be
hard to come up with ways to keep every-
one happy while arriving at common

ground.

Kevin Corbin:

We need to move forward in a positive
way. The planning board is an advisory
board to the commission. It’s not produc-
tive when people argue. We need to review
the ordinances we already have including
areview of the subdivision ordinance. Plan-
ning isn'tabad word, but planning doesn’t
mean passing ordinances, either. On the
other hand, if you fail to plan then plan to
fail.

Bobby Kuppers:

There isa misconception that planning
and regulation are equal. They aren’t the
same things. Some people don’t even want
to have the conversation, and that means it
dies in the drawer. Tough economic times
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demand planning more than ever. When
you have all the money you need, no one
cares about planning. But in tough times,
we need a plan or we won’t make it. The
Macon County Comprehensive Plan was
developed by the people of Macon County.
Whatever we do we should first ask “How
does that fit into the comprehensive plan?”
It'sno good to adopta Comprehensive Plan
if we aren’t going to use it.

Vic Drummond:

Development is the lifeblood of the
county. Macon County should notand can-
not stop development or the county will
fade away. What is planning? It is different
thingsto different people. Isit land use, zon-
ing, infrastructure? According to Wikepe-
dia, land use planning leads to land use reg-

On May 8

ulations which iszoning. | am against plan-
ning by any government entity that wants
to tell me where I can live, or infringe on
my rights to use my property. I'm against
regulations for regulations sake. Just be-
cause you can impose regulations, is nota
reason to do it. If there is a specific prob-
lem, OK. Otherwise, no regulations.

Rick Snyder:

I think we should take another look
at the steep slope and subdivision ordi-
nances because they make it hard on build-
ers in the county.

Next week in the May 3 edition, we
will feature the answers to Question 3
“What issue is of particular concern/in-
terest to you?”

— Kim Lewicki

— Paid for by Tate for Commissioner —

Keep your Highlands’ representation in place

VOTE
Jim Tate

for
District 1 Representative

of the Macon County Board of Commissioners

Believes in:
» Making responsible decisions for our county
= Safeguarding our communities
e Maintaining low taxes
» Providing exceptional education for our children
» Being a good steward of our natural heritage
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John 3:16

o PLACES TO VWORSHIP ®

Proverbs 3:5

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School-10 a.m., Worship—11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting—7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship— 11
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.—Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
Worshipping at the facilities of Whiteside Presbyterian Church,
Cashiers
Sun.: Holy Communion - 9 a.m.; Adult Forum - 10:45 at Buck's
Coffee Cafe, Cashiers
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper athomes - 6 p.m.

Wed.: Men's Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church
Thurs.: Women's Prayer Group - 10 a.m., Whiteside Presbyterian
Church; Healing Service at noon
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship— 11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30 am: Adult Sunday School
10:30 am: Middle School; 10:45 am: Children’s Program,. Worship
Service. 12:30 pm Student Arts Group, 5 p.m. HS
Wed.: 6pm: CBC University Program
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
526-2968 * Reverend Bruce Walker
Sunday: Education for children & adults and choir rehearsal
beginning at 9:00am. Holy Eucharist Rite Il Service held at 10:30am
inthe Main Nave of the Church.

Monday: 4 p.m. Women's Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Men's Cursillo Group; Bible Study 10:30 a.m.

~ Reverend Howard L' Enfant
Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Charles Harris, Pastor ¢ 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School - 9:30 a.m.; Evening Worship
6:30
Wed.: Men's Bible Study 8:30 a.m.,
Prayer Meeting—6:15 p.m., Choir — 7:15-8:15 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor

Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175

Sun.: Worship—11 a.m.; Sun. School —9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m.—Men'’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays — Choir—7
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School — 10 am, Worship Service — 11 am
Bible Study — 6 pm

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor
828-421-9172+ 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship— 11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. Fourth Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: School 9:30 a.m.; Morning Worship 10:45 a.m., Evening
Worship, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45 a.; Worship10:50 a.; Youth Group 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15—children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15—
Adult chair (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 - Women's Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road — 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30a.m.;
Worship/Communion—10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 Sin Satolah
Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School—10 a.m.; Worship— 11
Choir—6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.— 7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor: Clayton Lopez « 828-743-9704
Independent Bible Church
Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big Ridge
Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor — Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: - Sun: 11 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School-10a.m.; Worship—11a.m. &7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. — 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore ¢ 526-3212
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 10:45 a.m.; Worship -6
p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth—7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.

Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship— 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study -7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive « 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15p.m.

Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5- 7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship - 11

® SPRITUALLY SPEAKING

Assurance
| John 5:13

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church

was struggling with his assurance of salvation. It

seems he had fallen on some hard times and was
under a good deal of pressure from the circumstances
of life. Because of his struggles, he had also fallen into
afew sins. He was very upset and felt as though there
was no way he could be saved. No way he could have
done what he did if he was saved or come under the
struggles he was facing. | think this is very characteris-
tic of so many people.

There is such a misunderstanding of God’s grace
in the world today. Assurance is the working out of
grace in your life. I John 5:13 gives some good insight
into this wonderful grace of assurance. "l write these
things to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God so that you may know that you have eternal life."

There are two types of assurance. The first is a sub-
jective assurance and it is the one, too many people
place their hope in. Subjective means it comes from
inside of you. It is built on your feelings. You are living
agood clean life and there are no major problems fac-
ing you, so you feel really blessed of God and have
assurance that you are saved because of your good cir-
cumstances. The problem with this type of assurance
is it can go away in a moment. You can fall into asin or
trouble can come into your life and overwhelm you
taking away all good feelings, which is what happened
to this young man. He lost the very thing he trusted in,
his own ability.

The second type of assurance is objective. Objec-
tive means it comes from outside of yourself. This as-
surance is what John is referring to. He says he writes
the truth of God that everyone who believes will have
something they can hold on to even when things get
hard. If they will believe God’s Word and let it build
their assurance they shall remain on the rock regard-
less of the circumstances of life or the sins they fall
into. When things get really hard in life because of

I was talking with a young man not long ago who

=See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19



. JUST HERS continued from page 9

From left: Alyssa, Michelle, Michelles ex-husband Collin, the tenor in

the story and President George H.

my fellow alto, Alyssa, turned to me, and
whispered a joke. It wasn't a particularly
good joke, or even a clever one. Given the
circumstances, however, it just struck me
as particularly funny. | was seized by what
the French call “une crise de fou rire” —a
fit of laughter. It was made all the worse
because I had to remain silent and com-
pletely composed. | clutched my hymnal
for dear life, as my entire body shook and
tears of laughter poured down my cheeks.
Eventually, the service was over. The secret
service rushed the President and First Lady
from the sanctuary. The President had left
his church bulletin behind in the pew, and
afanscooped it up asasouvenir. It was that
kind of event. A bit deflated after such a
build-up, we singers headed toward the
choir room to hang up our robes and file
our service music. But, wait! Our guests of
honor hadn’t — like Elvis — left the build-
ing. No, they were meeting with the clergy,
and achosen few from the congregation at
the far end of the parish hall. We stared at
the group, sipping tea and coffee from the
Cathedral’s best china, while munching
on mini-croissants and other delicacies.
One bold tenor said, “Well, he’s my presi-
dent, and I'm going to talk to him.” Upon
hearing this, Alyssa rushed to join him. Not
one to hesitate, when the possibility of get-
ting into trouble loomed, | charged after
them. The choir members hovered just
outside the group of people surrounding
the president. Bush lifted his head and
smiled, acknowledging the choir. Then, he
burst into a grin, motioning in my direc-
tion. “I knowyou,” he said, smiling. “You're
the one who was laughing during the

Bush.

Prayers of the People!” | turned bright red.
“Oh, don’tworry about it!” he continued.
“My father was always getting after me for
goofing off in church.” Then, President
Bush asked me what I'd found so funny,
and | confessed that a fellow choir mem-
ber had told me a joke. | made a point of
not “outing” Alyssa, who was standing right
nextto me.

“Actually, you might be able to help me
out,” said the President. “You see, I'm at the
G7 Conference, and it’s pretty boring at
times. Mrs. Thatcher’s interpreter has al-
ready fallen asleep twice. Could you possi-
bly tell me that joke? It just might lighten
things up a bit, and help keep everyone
more on their toes.” “Oh, Mr. President,” |
replied. “I'm so sorry. | just don’t know you
well enough to tell you a joke like that!” We
grinned at each other, and the White House
photographer jumped up, and snapped the
above photo.

So, there you have it. Whether you're a
poet, a pauper or the President, a little bit of
laughter goes a long way. The Beatles may
have sung, “Love isall you need,” but | think
you can throw humor in there, as well, “jest
incase.”

* Michelle is a writer and translator
who moved to Highlands after years of liv-
ing in Baltimore, Sydney, Paris and New
York. She lives in town with her two very
spoiled cats, Orion and Weasel. While
Michelle may obsess over many things, her
naso-labial folds aren’t among them. She
sees each wrinkle as a stripe, as she goes
from private to corporal to sergeant, with-
out benefit of Botox.
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Construction Company;, Inc.
Excavating * Grading * Trucking

Trackhoe Backhoe ¢ Blasting ¢ Utilities
(828) 526-2874

Dehumidifiers Serviced and Installed

Tired of mildew on your walls and in your closets?
Trade your old dehumidifier in and get one that
will do the job once and for all. 5-year warranty.

Guaranteed results or
your money back.

aheal

thy
I
Craﬁafuﬁ%ﬁ ho me Call for FREE evaluation.

828-787-1673 « www.ahealthyhomenc.com

J&M COLLISION CENTER
COLLISION REPAIR & DETAILING
|EFF MILLER

OWNER

65 BROOKS ROAD

PO. BOX 1017

hIGHLUANDS NC 18741
828-526-1507

Fax 828-787-1003
imcollisioncenter@verizon.net

Lakes  Ponds » Homesites « Roads
Dozer Work « Land Grading ¢ Blasting
Tubgrinding « Rock Hammer
Sewer & Water Lines * Trackhoe Work

Call 828-369-0731 « Cell: 828-507-6041
2072 Ruby Mine Road * Franklin
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. WOOLDRIDGE continued from page 4

On the third day of our plan, a gar-
dener waved me down to tell me he
knew it was high school kids breaking
into homes during their lunch breaks. He
had actually witnessed a break-in. My
whole thinking changed.

Soooo, when we spotted high school
kids walking the neighborhood during
high school lunch break periods, we
would stop them, drag the shotgun from
our racks and question them about wit-

nessing any suspicious activity.

Aday later I was called back into the
chief’s office. He was furious. “Why am |
getting phone calls from some of the
same homeowners that were complain-
ing about burglaries? They claim you are
threatening their children with shot-
guns.” the chief asked.

“Chief, it's some of the kids from
Beach High committing these burglaries.
I'm not threatening them. Give me a cou-
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SAT. APRIL 28—SUN. APRIL 29
Celebrate Clayton
Main Street, Clayton
WWW.CELEBRATECLAYTON.ORG

SAT. APRIL 28,8AM
Celebrate Clayton 5K Run
Starts onm Ramey Blvd.
WWWPEARLSIWC.ORG

FIRST FRIDAY FESTS
May-October
6PM-8PM
Downtown Clayton
Shop Clayton/Concert at Rock House Park

SAT.MAY 5
Annual Awakening of the Vines
Tiger Mountain Vineyard
WWWTIGERWINE.COM

SAT.MAY 12 & SUN. MAY 13,
11:30AM -4PM
Red Barn Cafe Opening
Tiger Mountain Vineyard
WWWTIGERWINE.COM

SAT. MAY 19-SUN, MAY 20
Warrior Dash
Blue Ridge Camp
Mountain City, GA
WWWWARRIORDASH.COM

FRI.JUN 22 -SUN.JUN 24
Chattooga River Festival
WWWCHATTOOGARIVERFESTIVALCOM

SAT.JULY 21, 6PM-9PM

ujpitgige ity
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Clayton Merchants & Busmess Assoc. Events
www.downtownclaytonga.org

4th Annual Clayton Crawl
Main Street, Clayton
WWW.CLAYTONCRAWL.ORG

SAT. OCT 6, 10AM -5PM
Foxfire Mountaineer Festival
WWWFOXFIREMOUNTAINEER.ORG

SAT. OCT 27,10AM - 1PM
Halloween Hay Day

SAT. OCT 27, 1PM
Halloween Trick or Treat
Main Street, Clayton

SAT.NOV. 17, 5PM-7PM
Festival of Trees Preview Party
Rabun County Civic Center
WWWRABUNCIVICCENTER.COM

THURS.NOV 22, 8AM
Clayton Clucker’s Turkey Trot

FRI.NOV 23,5PM - 8PM
Christmas in Clayton

FRI.NOV 23 11AM-6PM &

SAT. NOV 24, 10AM-5PM
Holiday Shopping Extravaganza and
Festival of Trees
Rabun County Civic Center
WWWRABUNCIVICCENTER.COM

SAT. DEC 1,5PM
Christmas Parade
Main Street, Clayton
WWWGAMOUNTAINS.COM

ple more days and we may clear this up.”

“You've got until Friday and that’s it.
I have more grief than ever because of
you. Get out of my office,” the chief
growled.

Unfortunately, the next morning,
The Miami Herald editorial staff wrote a
feature editorial titled, “Wooldridge
threatens young children with shotguns.”
(Iam not making this up.) In the body of
the editorial, the Herald staff writer said
the chief supported my “Hitler” tactics of
sticking shotguns in children’s stomachs
and threatening them. All lies, of course,
but the perception is always worse than
the reality. People will believe what they
want to believe. Yes, even back then, peo-
ple thought everything they read in the
newspaper and saw on TV was truthful
and real.

On my way to work that morning,
the chief radioed me on the command
channel, ordered me to “call off the
dogs.” and report to him immediately. He
had read the editorial in the Miami Her-
ald and I thought he was going to have a

stroke he was so stressed. As usual, we
argued....loudly....I lost....again.

Well, my burglary program ended
but because of us stopping a few high
school kids coupled with the bad public-
ity in the Miami Herald, burglaries
droppedto zero....none....nada.....in
that neighborhood. | never got thanked
but I did hear through the grapevine the
chief was elated over the zero burglary
stats. For him the political heat was off;
for me, another day at the office.

Asusual, I headed for Highlands
once summer arrived. We were putting
the finishing touches on our li'l cabin
we were building in Clear Creek. During
that vacation, | learned our chief had
died of a massive heart attack in his
swimming pool. He was only 37. The
perception was he was healthy. In reality,
he was not. Handling stress was not his
strong suit....butitismine...I thrive on
it.

< I’'m Moving Back to Mars and De-
ceived are Fred’s books available on your
Kindle or Nook.

. FUNDING continued from page 1

ovations is pending.

Because repairs and renovation have
to be done, the Board of Education OK'd a
2011-'12 budget amendment to allow mon-
ey from the sale of Cartoogechaye School
in the amount of $223,305 to fund projects
before the end of this fiscal year.

Projects will be the Franklin High
School (FHS) Ag Building ($25,000), the
FHS Media Center ($7,000), the FHS FAC
Restrooms ($80,000), the FHS-Vocational
Art Room ($8,400), Highlands Middle
School Roof Replacement ($27,905), Ma-
con Middle School Main Roof Repair
($25,000), Nantahala Covered Awning
($20,000) and Service Truck Maintenance
(%$30,000).

Back on the Capital Outlay list in the
2012-'13 Draft Budget is about $2.15 mil-
lion which includes FHS building renova-
tions, work to lotla Valley, Macon Middle
School, Nantahala, South Macon, Union
Academy as well as two county cars, two
activity buses, baseball field batting cages,
baseball field dugouts/roof, R22 Coolant,
and the $1.5 million needed over the next
two years to get Macon County Schools
technology up to date in time for online
End-of-Course and End-of-Grade tests, as
mandated by the state.

The school district will approach the
county for funding for both the Capital
Outlay items and for some Current Expen-
diture money. Monday night, the school
system agreed to fund 50% of it's Current
Expenditures for 2012-'13 from its fund

balance and will ask the county to fund
the other 50%.

“In an effort to address the state’s pro-
posed discretionary reversion, we are be-
ing forced to exhaust nearly all of our avail-
able reserves in current expense fund bal-
ance. To help offset this impact, we are re-
questing the county commission provide
additional financial support to cover 50%
of our amount needed from fund balance
to help cover the reversion,” said Superin-
tendent Dr. Dan Brigman.

To that note, Monday night, Macon
County Schools joined 48 other school dis-
tricts in North Carolina and signed a Dis-
cretionary Reversion Resolution which
will be sent to the General Assembly re-
questing that the North Carolina legisla-
ture fully fund education and eliminate
the discretionary reversion — this for the
betterment of public education for all
school systems in North Carolina.

Basically, school systems are crying
foul because the General Assembly is
claiming it hasn’t been cutting school bud-
gets, when in fact, requesting them to “re-
turn” money is doing just that.

“It's a facade that the General Assem-
bly hasn’t cut budgets,” said Superinten-
dent Dr. Dan Brigman. “This is the third
year we have had to send money back.”

In 2011-'12 the state required $1.2 mil-
lion be returned; this year it wants $1.4
million. The first year 2010-'11 it was about
$250,000.

— Kim Lewicki



... SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 16

financial troubles, family problems, job
headaches, or whatever, you can turn to
God'’s Word and know everything will
work out. | Peter 5:6-7 "Humble your-
selves, therefore, under God’s mighty
hand, that he may lift you up in due time.
Cast all your anxiety on him because he
cares for you."

The Word tells you that no matter
what the problem, God is there for you
and will in his time bring you through
your trouble. Trust in him and be assured
he will never leave you nor forsake you.
If you fall into sin the same principle
applies. I John 1:9 "'If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrigh-
teousness.” To sin does not mean the
loss of salvation. It means you need to

e POLICE

mature and grow more in your walk. God
has provided a way you can remove the
sin and continue in your walk with him.

The Word is very clear about your re-
lationship with God. He made the way
into salvation. Jesus said he was the way.
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have everlasting life."

This is an objective truth and anyone
who stands on this truth and follows its
command, to believe on Jesus, is saved.
John makes it clear, the rest of the Word
is there to help you stand fast in that sal-
vation. Here is true assurance that will
never let you down, it is objective for it
comes from God and his Word exclusive-

ly.

& FRe ®
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Walk-Ins Welcome!

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Open
Tues-Fri: 9-5 « Sat. 10-2
Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo

Stylist: Heather D. Escandon
Stylist: Christa Hooper

<X

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main”
Highlands, NC (828) 526-3939

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Manicures,
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Wed. - Sat. at 10 a

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)
NC LMBT #1429

(828)526-4192

Highlands PD log entries from April
17. Only the names of persons arrested,
issued a Class-3 misdemeanor, or public
officials have been used.

April 17

+ At noon, officers responded to a one-
vehicle accident at NC 106 near Stoney Creek.

April 18

+ At 8:58 p.m., officers responded to a two-
vehicle accident on Chestnut Street.

+ At 11:40 a.m., a suspicious vehicle was
reported outside Highlands Pharmacy. The
driver wanted several out-of-state prescriptions
for narcotics filled. He was told they wouldn't be
filled. He eventually drove off.

April 20

+ At 6:15 p.m., officers responded to two
noise complaints because of construction on
Spring Street. The workers were told to stop
working.

+ At 7:05 p.m., Jose Augusto Munoz, 38, of
Highlands was arrested for simple assault.

April 21

*At 8:48 a.m., vandalism to a bird feeder
and plants by a bear was reported by residents
on Gibson Street.

¢ At 10:35 p.m., vandalism to a vehicle
parked on Main Street was reported. The case
is under investigation.

April 22

+At9:15 a.m., officers on patrol found the
rear door to Ruka’s restaurant open.

April 23

+ At 6:05 p.m., awoman attending a Zumba
class at the Rec Park reported her bike rack had
been stolen off her vehicle while she was in class.
The surveillance video revealed that the car
entered the complex without the rack on it. She
later found it in the bushes at her home.

+ During the week, police officers responded
to 2 alarms and issued 10 citations.

Highlands F&R Dept. log entries from
April 19.

April 19

+At11:49 p.m., the dept. responded to a call
of “the smell of gas” at a residence on Rolling
Acres. Itwas due to the gas logs that needed to
be relighted.

April 21

+At6:49 a.m., the dept. provided mutual aid
to Cashiers about a fire near a house on Goblet
Drive. It was cancelled en route.

+ At 7:39 a.m., the dept. was first-responders
to a residence on Webbmont. The person was
transported to the hospital.

April 22

*At6:12 p.m., the dept. was first-responders
to a residence on NC 106 where a person was
choking.

April 23

+At9:35a.m., the dept. responded to a fire
alarm at a residence on Hudson Road. No
problem was found.

Images Unlimited isnowv...

Shear Elevations!

Updated interior, Same Staff, Same Top-Notch Services

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements
Call for your Appointment Today ¢ 828-526-9477 « 225 Spring Street, Highlands

... OBITUARIES continued from page 3

the past two years, Helen resided at the Fi-
delia Eckerd Living Center in Highlands,
NC.

She was preceded in death by &
her husband, James David Tunnell, |,
baby daughter Margaret, parents [
Alva Ross and Beulah May McKay,
and brothers Harry McKay, Rev.
Adrian McKay and Dr. Donald
McKay.

Mrs. Tunnell was a nurse and 8
worked at John Knox Village in Lee’s
Summit, Missouri for several years.
She had a special love for the elderly and
that was her favorite area of nursing. She
was a member of Cowee Baptist Church in
Franklin, NC. She was formerly a member
of Southview Baptist Church for many
years in Raytown, Missouri.

Helen enjoyed working with the "Bet-
ter Hearing Group' to improve hearing for
the hearing impaired. She loved Bible study
with friends, reading, bowling, traveling,
and watching baseball (especially the
Braves). Helen had taught Sunday School

and Vacation Bible School in past years.

She was Valedictorian of her High School
Class and always had a love of

Wl learning.

- Surviving are three children,

= Judith Williams and husband Dan

% and wife Phyllis of Arkadelphia,
2 Arkansasand Sharon Robisonand
M husband Robbie of Franklin, NC;
14 grandchildren, 17 great-grand-
children; one great-great-grand-
child and several nieces and neph-
ews.

Funeral services were held at Floral
Hills Memorial Gardends, Monday, April
23 in Kansas City, Missouri.

Burial was at Floral Hills in Kansas
City, Missouri. In lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be made to Scarlet Cord
Food Ministry, 1423 Huddleston or Arka-
delphia, Arkansas 71923 or Cowee Baptist
Church, 6301 Bryson City Road, Franklin,
NC 28734. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is
in charge of local arrangements.
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J&J Lawn and Landscaping

\&I Uy sening Highlands & Cashiers for
0 " 20 years!

}!;III !j Phone: 526-2251

il
i g";; Toll Free: 888-526-2251
PN Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

John Shearl, Owner 1663 S. 4" St. Highlands

b
a

ADSG
SERVICES

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

ey Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls = Fireplaces = Patios = Piers
All Rock Work = Stucco

Now Open!

Highlands Barber Shop
288 Franklin Road

526-1699

Hours: 8:30-4:30 Tues.-Fri.

Quilt Shop *

Custom Quilts
\ Fabrics, Notions

St

K" 4 5269743 - Highlands
Please Call for hours & directions

Sat. 9-1
Cut n PatCh £ JL *M' ATLANTIC SOUTH

POIIER

BYBATEMS

T e

H
LIGHTNING PROTECTION
EMERGENCY GENERATORS

Electrical License & HC 188220 KOHLER Dealer # 2584550
www.ASPower Systems.com = 828.526.0070

Grading & Excavating ¢ Certified Clearwater Contractor
www.wilsongrading.com

Phone (828) 526-4758
Cell (828) 421-3643

Edwin Wilson
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Michael David Rogers

Native grown trees and plants
*' Erosion Control Specialist
s, Landscape Installation
~** & Maintenance

4. * 515 Wyanoak Drive « Highlands
" . 828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268
; tinacrogers@frontier.com

You know usas RUNNERS, but
don'tforgetwearealsoNC
REAL ESTATE BROKERS.
You can count on us every step
of the way to get you to the
finish line.We train hard for
races, and we willwork equally
hard foryou!

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411
CountryClub Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

e I'II' ..l.' [ .-I
A owING®
'/ Compléte Auto Service
" Towing Available 24 Hours
i ..{ru:u:'.-. _";{'rrp.;-.J-'pl e L e U A R ST
s 0 Bod/1263 _ Garage: (828) 526-9805
507 Sauth il SULEel Cell: (828) 342-0583
Highlands, NCI8TL Touing: (828) 526-0374
 TIRE » BRAKES * OIL CHANGES » TUNE

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator
Sales & Service, INnc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139
email: allandearth@msn.com

10/18

FOC—TEB—L22

Bucket Truck w/75 ft. reach ¢ Bobcat & Dump Truck work

- o, E . =

Renovations &Reftiadels
Fire & Water Damage
Commercial Projects 3

o o dlld
(828) 526-2412 « www.schmittbuilders.com

HIGHLANDS
AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE AND REPAIR
(828) 787-2360 i

2851 Cashiers Rd, Highlands « highlandsautomotive.com

Russell Marling & Chris Hall, owners, welcome Tudor Hall, service manager
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RETAIL SHOP MANAGER - The Bascom is looking for an

individual to manage the day to day operations of The Bascom's retalil

distance to town. Rate dependant on term. Non smokers only. De-

ds shop. This is a full time position and the candidate must present a Jlilinosit required. Weekly, monthly or yearly rental. Call 770-639-2682.
ed A ch pleasant professional image, have customer service and retail skills [l (5/30)
C\ aSS‘ 20¢ ed and the ability to manage a small staff. The shopis open seven days
\NOT Sy Y aweek and some evenings during events. The right individual will REALESTATE FOR SALE
$6 [ 10 d afte - have also had experience in building client relationships, engaging _
oY h'\gh\\ visitors and working with artists and art workers. Requirements: $149,000 -- 3 bed, 2 bath manufactured home. 6 miles from
$2 foY @ao Associates degree or above, proficientin POS, MS Office and digital jiilldowntown i Clear Creek/Blue Valley. 3.55 acres. Workshop. Closing
dd d'\tof telephone systems. Must be able to solve problems, work[ilicostassistance. 828-526-8191 (5/2)
. \andse independently and effectively communicate information. Knowledge of COMMERCIAL SPACE PLUS RESIDENTIAL APT. -- 535
h\g specialty art merchandise a plus. Submit cover letter and resume: [liliN. 4th‘St. Intown. Great location. $285,000. FrESh remodel. Business
Debbie Fields, The Bascom, dfields@thebascom.org or 323 Frankiin EJSptStZ/wS one-bedroom apartment downstairs. Call 770-827-0450.
Road, Highlands, N.C. 28741. Please no phone calls. (5/3 -
HELP WANTED ) P ) 2/2 SINGLE-WIDE WITH GREAT VIEW AND PRIVACY,

N1=) backs to national forest and move-in ready. $89,000. 526.1971 or
CHESTUNT HILL OF HIGHLANDS RETIREMENT 482 2050.

COMMUNITY now hiring Waitstaff, CNAand Security. Please Apply BIDS FOR LANDSCAPE SERVICE — Hudson Library is tak-

at54 Clubhouse Trail. Call 828-526-5251.(st. 4/26) ina bi T - ; SERVICES
g bids for next year. Bid information and specs are available at the
BREAKFAST SERVERS NEEDED AT THE HISTORICI 4o Library or by contacting Dale Sticka at 526-1786. The Bidder

HIGHLANDS INN. Shiftruns 7am-1130am. Part ime available also Jll it provide 3 references. Bids close on May 15, 2012. (May 10) HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN - Repairs,
on Sat_urdays/Sundays. H|_ghlands Innis openApril thru November. remodeling, painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing and electric,
Apply in person at 420 Main Street, Highlands, NC. (5/10) decks and additions. Free Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (7/19)
HOUSEKEEPERS NEEDED.~ Highlands Inn and Highlands MASSAGE THERAPY - Pain relief/relaxation. NC License
Inn Lodge. Weekend workis necessary. Highlands Innis open April- SMALL SPACE for your office/personal care business/studiojJill#1498. Deborah Woodham. 526-9178. (4/25)
Nov and Highlands Inn Lodge is open year round. Apply in person{illcated near the Bascom. $525 includes electric. 526-5558. (5/1) AVON - for catalogs & orders, call local sales representative
at 96 Log Cabin Lane, call 526-5899 for an appointment or email UNIQUE LARGE, UPSTAIRS MAIN ST APT with open porch JillAmy Jenkins Ramey 342-2279.,
SALES@HIGHLANDSINNLODGE.COM (5/10) area. 2/2 with den and open living area. Washer/dryer, unfurnished ACUPUNCTURE & HEALING ARTS — Herbs, bodywork,
but could be partially furnished. Call 526-4044 or 200-0036. (st. 4/19) iliwomen’s health, healthy weight, all ailments, wellness. 828-526-
YEAR-ROUND RENTAL, walk to town. 1/1 garage apartment, Jill0743. (7/19) ,
unfurnished. No pets, references. $550/month. 526-5558. (4/26) HIGHLANDS CLEANING SERVICES - house, office, auto.
2BR/2BA FURNISHED CONDO IN TOWN. $800 per month. JlEXpert floor restorer,minor repairs. For estimates call 828.526.1971.
Call 828-342-4277 (st. 3/22) HANDYMAN SERVICE - electrical, plumbing, pressue
VACATION RENTAL: Architect's private home with stunning fea- Jjillcleaning, painting, carpentry, yardwork. References. Call Al Edgar at
tures. Three bedrooms, plus den, three full baths, and an open living Jll332-7271 (cell) or 369-6245.(st. 3/8) _
area, two stone fireplaces and two decks overlooking stream and CRAWL SPACE MOISTURE PROBLEMS? Musty smellin
private stocked trout pond. Full Privacy. Designer furnished. Walkingjiillyour home? Call 828-787-1673. (St. 4/28)
H OS PITAL

e : TECHNICAL
Fidelia Eckfard Living Cente_r DE'UXG, Indoor mlAND SERVICES

Highlands-Cashiers

agn A T P Northland Communications is seeking a Technical Services
POS |t| o n S N ow Aval Ia b I e Wlth Cove red : |Oad I ng Zone Representative who will be responsible forg providing information
and assistance to customers by maintaining good customer rela-
tions and treating each customer contact as a sales opportunity in
aprofessional manner both on the telephone and in person. This
position is located in Highlands, NC and demonstrates a commit-
mentto customer service by exceeding customers' expectations
through assisting with sales, scheduling, billing and problem solv-
ing. The successful candidate possesses excellent communica-
tion and strong customer service skills and is able to handle any
customer tactfully, courteously and professionally. Minimum one
in cable television or customer service and high school diploma
B or equivalent, some college education preferred. A curiosity and

| — >
: ; : : ° I I ° aptitude for technical proficiency is required. Equal Opportunity
Full benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an increase U n ItS Ava‘l Ia'b I € Employer. Pre-employment drug test, motor vehicle record and
in pay, available after 60 days of full-time employment.

Pre-employment substance screening. Call Human Resources, H Igh Iands Storage \/i I Iage background check required.

828.526-1376, or apply online af wwwhchospital.org Please send resume and cover letter to: TSR - Highlands |
e ' A 3 Fax: 206.623.8034 | E-mail: jobs-cim@northlandcable.com. See
526_4555 ° CaShIerS Rd websitefordetails:\|Nww.y0LJJrnorthland.com/highlands

Med/Surg Registered Nurse
ER Registered Nurse
Inpatient Coder
Seasonal Physical Therapy Asst.
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* HIGHLANDS SCHOOL SPORTS ®

e BusiNEss/ OrcANIZATION NEWS e

Lady Highlanders soccer wins
5th straight game

Highlands girls playing Towns County at home.
Photo by Noel Atherton
By Ryan Potts

The Lady Highlanders continued their winning ways by winning their
5th straight game on Thursday against Tallulah Falls with a dominating 7-
1 victory.

Kirstyn Lamb and Mary Gillan Renfro both notched hat tricks for the
Lady Highlanders, and Emily Munger added a goal to complete the scor-
ing. The Lady Highlanders have been on aroll as of late, and they look to
continue that as they head into the NCHSAA playoffs.

Head Coach Jeff Weller has been very pleased with the development
that his team has shown throughout the year. “One of our biggest chal-
lenges this year has been that injuries has caused some of our players to
have to learn to play in new positions and play new roles and that caused us
some problems at the beginning of the season,” said Weller, “but as the
ladies have had time to learn how to play with each other and that is
beginning to show up now in their play on the field and in the win col-
umn.”

The Lady Highlanders will host Thomas Jefferson on Friday at 6PM at
the Highlands School Soccer field.

Lady Highlander softball beats

Hiwassee Dam in dramatic fashion

By Ryan Potts

The Lady Highlanders won a Smoky Mountain Conference game last
Thursday with a dramatic come from behind victory against Hiwassee
Dam, winning the game 6-5. Highlands came out strong behind quality
pitching from Emily Murphy, but despite playing well still trailed 5-2
heading into the bottom of the 6th inning. After scratching together a
couple of hitsand awalk to load the bases, Murphy stepped to the plate and
delivered one of the best moments in Highlands softball history. After
working the count for a few pitches, Murphy delivered by smacking a
grand slam to put Highlands in front, 6-5. Then, Murphy and the Lady
Highlander defense shut down the Lady Eagles in the top of the 7th to give

Chill
A Highlands Treatery

This Friday, April 27th, Chill will open at 116
North 4th Street, at the corner of 4th and Main
Street.

Chill brings a healthy alternative to the ice
cream that we all enjoy so much selling 15 fla-
vors of frozen yogurt. The store is designed to be
“self serve.” Customers will pick up a cup or cone
and fill it themselves. The flavors include a natu-
ral tart yogurt, sugar-free yogurt, and low-fat yo-
gurts that range from Dreamy Dark Chocolate to
French Vanilla. The newest flavor is Sea Salt Car-
amel Pretzel. You will be able to get as much or as
little as you want of any of the flavors.

After you have selected your yogurt, you will
be able to add a variety of toppings from the self
serve topping bar. Toppings include fresh fruit,
granola, nuts, candy, brownies and lots more —
over 40 toppings will be available. Once your se-

Second Annual

Mark your calendar for July 29, 2012 and
make reservations for cocktails, live auction (cour-
tesy of Steve Day of WHLC), and silent auction to
benefit R.E.A.C.H. of Macon County. R.E.A.C.H.
provides counseling, shelter, and life-skills train-
ing for victims of domestic and sexual abuse. They
have presented programs in Macon County's
schools, including Highland's, on anti-bullying
and rape prevention. It is a little publicized fact
that approximately 75% of men incarcerated in
this country have been victims of abuse. Let's re-
duce domestic violence and abuse. In so doing,
reduce crime.

This event will be held in a most unforgetta-
ble setting on July 29; the home of prominent
Houston and Highlands interior designer, Tony
Raffaand his partner Scott Allbee. Once you walk
in the front door, you realize you are in a unique
home that could only be conceived by a very tal-

... LETTERS continued from
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A Highlands Treatery

1

lections are complete, you just weigh it and pay
for it. Everything is sold by the ounce.

Inaddition to the frozen yogurt and toppings
we plan to offer “made from scratch” cupcakes,
fresh baked bagels, cold drinks, coffees and hot
chocolate.

Chill is a place for everyone to enjoy - fami-
lies and friends, local residents and day visitors.
Hoursare 9 AM to 11 PM. Hope to see you there
soon!. — Debi and David Bock

R.E.A.C.H. Gala

ented designer. With its 45-foot high vaulted ceil-
ings and 10,000 square feet, this home feels cozy
whether entertaining 200 people or just two.

The festivities begin at 6 PM with an open
bar and heavy hors d' oeuvres. The silent auction
items will be displayed on a large dining porch
overlooking a waterfall that cascades into a koi
pond. The live auction will be downstairs in the
multi-level theater. Please take advantage of this
opportunity to tour an amazing home while sup-
porting a much needed cause. If you cannot at-
tend this event but would like to bid on an item,
leave a sealed bid with Wanda Drake at Drake's
Diamond Gallery.

Fabulous auction items will be available.

For reservations, call 828 369-5544 or go to
www.reachofmaconcounty.org . The cost is $75
per person. Limited to 150 people. Last year this
was a sell-out so make your reservations early!

page 2

no hope to be found anywhere! False hope and truth will also lead and destroy us. But, who or
what is the one we trust and rest our hearts and minds upon? If it is just DNA, why should we
even hope for anything? Should we just not accept our lot in life, and explain to our families and
love ones that human life is meaningless and the desire for “Hope” sounds so good but is in and
of itself so .... empty? The next time we find ourselves dancing with DNA we may consider chang-

ing partners? Keep thinking.

Denis Shepard
Franklin



three bears

classic children's clothing

305 Main Street
(Corner of Main and 3rd)

8218.481.2279

NHIGH COTTOMN

! :

Reed Family Linens
400+ 600+ 1000 ct.Sateen Sheets
...and much more!
Mtn. Brook Center

411 N. 4th St. « 526-5114

Reeves

15 Hardware

Country Club Properties

“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
2
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Ruka’s Table

in Wright Square
Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner daily from
5:30
Bar opens at 4 p.m.
526-3636 S

Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main

526-2590 « www.mainstreet-inn.com

The
Chambers Agency
Realtors

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands
www.chambersagency.net

é Thursday, April 26

teria from 4:30-6:30 p.m. $10/dinner.
Saturday, April 28

Street Pharmacy from 10a.m.to 2 p.m.
Sunday, April 29

Methodist Church at5p.m.
Hwy  Wednesday, May 2

64w|

+ Highlands School Sophomore Class Steak Dinner in the cafe-

« Perscription drug drop off at Highlands Pharmacy and Main

» The Southwest Community College Chorale Group at the

* Movie “The Last Unicom” at The Hudson Library at 3:30 p.m,/

SILVER EAGLE

Aulhemtic Native Ammcrican
lewelry Arts & Cralis

JEWELRY * GEMS & MINERALS
MAINPE TORNACS KB AN
NATIVE AMERICAN ART
BOOHS = KNIVES

370 Main Street
II:-:I.'nIJ.":I:. M 280

wwailivereaglegoleny. com

[ /

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

Joe Deckman
Broker

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.meadowsmtnrealty.com
email: joe@meadowsmtnrealty.com

CHESTNUT ST.

H-C Players
H-C Chamber Music

LAUREL ST.

LeJ
\ X,
The Bascom 4
/“?’ A Covered
Yb"’@ Bridge @
W
Qo)

Hwy. 64w to:
i

Bridal Veil Falls
Dry Falls

Cliffside Lake

Bust Your Butt Falls
Cullasaja Falls

Please Support Our
Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

TR
Boutique
k comfortable
Tt clothing for
I i) o women
(81 il- ke 526'8878

219S_4th St._..on the hil

To Nature Ctr >
& Sunset Rock

Hudson

| at The Fallson Main

D
the bird barn

“We're All About Birds”

Next door to @
Mountain Fresh Grocery

828-526-3910

2011 Copyrighted Map

MORR'S

THE PEOPLE YOU TURN ToO.
THE BANK YOU TRUST.

800.438.2265

WWW.MACONBANK.COM

MEMBER FDIC
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

Golden China & Sushi Bar
Listed in
*100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

M B | unch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
{ Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days
Wine & Beer

Highlands Plaza
s 526-5525

Delivery in town w/$15 order

The Computer Mﬂﬂ.

But you can call me James!
« Computer Parts @

 Computer Sales \@
526-1796

 Computer Services
68 Highlands Plaza ¢ Highlands NC

/|| _

Cosper Flowers

re Smiles are in Bloom All Year Long!

Now Open Year-Round
g Spring Hours: Thurs-Sat

10a to 5/6p @

In Highlands Plaza
(828) 526-8671

w.cosperflowers.com

Needlepoint
of
Highlands

Barbara B. Cusachs
526-3901 » 800-526-3902
illage Square * Oak at 5th




- P/ /4
[0t A / 4/5

i 2 REALTY GROUP
\/ Voted #1 Realtor in Highlands!

828-200-9179 (cell)

Gallery of
Fine American
Handcrafts
including jewelry, pottery,

Pat Allen, Broker-in-charge 828-526-8784 (office)

glass and much more!

2820 Dillard Road
828-526-0229

pat.f.allen@gmail.com
patallenrealtygroup.com

2010

Highlands #1 Agency
Exurbia

Building Green Building Value

zws CIMARRON

%BUILDERS
828-526-2240 fms

www.cimbuild.com

Sotheby:

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

and
Highlands-Cashiers
MLS #1 Agent

ENERGY STARN

WILD THYME GOURMET

Serving Lunch & Dinner Year-Round!

Jody Lovell
828-526-4104 3
exurbiasothebysrealty.com

In-Town 4 bed, 3 1/2 bath Home

Completely Finished Shell/Home
Ready for you to finish inside

526-4035 » 490 Carolina Way
www.wildthymegourmet.com

Highlands Flex/Shell Homes & Structures

Homes starting at $28/sq. ft. on your lot!

Wwwflremt come (800 ) 775-4446

NADINE PARADISE, Broker
For ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NeeDs!
828-371-2551 (CeLL)

nadineparadise@gmail.com
www.NadineParadise.com
BlackRock

RENLTY ERODP.LLE

... at the Peggy Crosby Center @
PO Box 785, Highlands, NC 28741

Dinner from 5:30
Reservations: 526-4906

April Promotions:
10% Off Entire Dinner Check
Sunday, Monday & Thursday
15% Off Beer, Cocktails &
Most Bottled Wines
Friday & Saturday Nights

he Animal Wellness Hogpi

ROTO-
ROOTER

PLUMBING &
DRAIN SERVICE

Brad Smith, DVM
Amanda Markum, DVM

828-526-8700

Small & Exotic
Medicine & Surgery Call
Digital Radiographs & Laser 526-8313

Surgery Available
Next to Freeman Gas @ 2271 Dillard Rd.

...onthe VVerandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

828- 526 2338 e o WWW. ontheverandah com

mEE

° _ WHITE ©@AK __*

_M-CULLEY'S ®

CASHMERE
REALTY GROUP Scotland'’s Best Knitwear
“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... ' Open 7 days a week
and Invest in Your Life!”™ 526-4407
Susie deVille Schiffli, (828) 526-8118 « 125 South 4th Street Mal Phillips, “Top of the Hill"
ker-in-Ch ) k
susizgvsr:ig;c;kzgiom WhlteoakRGcom maI@WEi:gOiLRG.com 242 S. 4th St.




