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Thursday, April 5
• Taize at the Holy Family Lutheran

Church at 5:30 p.m.
• Maundy Thursday foot washing, In-

carnation Chapel. 7 PM
Friday, April 6
• All libraries in the Fontana Regional

Library System will be closed on Friday in
recognition of the Good Friday holiday. We
will be open again as usual Saturday, April
7, 9am – 5pm.

• At Community Bible Church, Pastor
Gary Hewins answers questions skeptics
have formed about the validity of the resur-
rectiom of Jesus Christ in “Lifepoints ... real
life, real answers.”  7 p.m. in the family
auditorium.

• Community Stations of the Cross, at
noon. gather at the Catholic Church parking
lot. (If rain, meet in Incarnation Episcopal's
main sanctuary)

• Good Friday Liturgy Incarnation
Chapel at 1:15PM

Saturday, April 7
• Annual Town Easter Egg Hunt at the

Rec Park at 10 a.m.
• At the ballfield next to the Community

Building, Eggfest, 12-2 p.m. for kids through
5th grade. Food, fun, games, inflatable slides,
bounce house and more!

• Great Vigil of Easter, Incarnation
Chapel, 7:30PM

Sunday, April 8
• At CBC, Pastor Gary Hewins will

preach on “Raising Questions About the
Ressurrection” in the newly renovated sanc-
tuary with a new 120-seat balcony at 10:45
a.m.

• Easter Sunday Community Sunrise
Service 6:45 am at Nature Center Amphi-
theater.

Tuesday, April 10
• Come and listen to the New Begin-

nings stories at the Story Swap at 7:30 pm,
at the Ugly Dog Pub at 294 S. Fourth St. in
Highlands.To sign up call 369-1927.

• Highlands Small Town Main Street
meeting is at 5:30 p.m. at the Highlands
Civic Center/Rec Park.

Annual Easter Egg hunt at the Rec Park Saturday

Besides monetary issues, at
the March retreat, the Town
Board discussed Planning De-
partment duties and Planning
Board responsibilities.

Noting that members of the
Appearance Commission have
voiced frustration over the lack
of seriousness given their recom-
mendations, commissioners said
they understood, but agreed that
the Appearance Commission
should be a subcommittee of the
Planning Board and that both
boards should continue to be
“recommending boards.” The
only boards that have regulatory
status will continue to be the
Town Board and the Zoning
Board of Adjustment.

The two-year collaboration
with the NC Dept. of Com-
merce’s Small Town Main Street
Program is nearing the end and
the local subcommittees want to
know what happens next. Com-
missioners said that the groups

From the Stations of the Cross walk, to church services to Easter egg hunts to full
blown egg festivals, Highlands does Easter in a big way. The Rec Park’s Easter egg
hunt begins at 10 a.m. The EggFest at the ballpark begins at noon.

Photo by Jim Lewicki

Planning
Dept. to up

its game

Unless legislators act, Macon
County joins 114 other school sys-
tems in North Carolina that face
two major funding cuts in the
budget as of July 1.

First all school systems will
be asked to return more money as
part of “discretionary cuts” to the
state than last year.

Second, federal EduJobs
money, which helped keep teach-
ers in classrooms, expires this
summer.

The combined effect of these
two cuts is $332.6 million school
systems won’t have in the 2012-
’13 fiscal year.

During a joint meeting be-

MC BOE braces for more funding cuts
tween the Macon County Com-
mission and the Macon County
School Board Monday, April 9, at
6 p.m. at Fat Buddies in Westgate
Plaza in Franklin, budget issues
will be discussed at length.

Specifically, they will consid-

Since the Special Town Board
meeting with employees on
March 22, much has been said
concerning the town’s employee
dependent insurance coverage.

At the April 3 Town Board
meeting, Town Manager Bob Frye
said a meeting with employees to

explain the town’s side of the sce-
nario as it applies to its financial
outlook and budget was produc-
tive and produced some new sce-
narios.

“The financial situation is the
driving force behind the need to

address the dependent benefit in-
surance situation and I don’t think
anyone had ever explained it to
them in that way before,” he said.

First off, Frye supported a re-
quest from employees to form an
Employee Insurance Review

Board at standstill about ‘hot’ issues
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Dear Editor,
I would like to thank Michelle

Meade-Armor for her column, Waiting
on Godot in the March 9 edition of
Highlands Newspaper. For years I have
felt like a lonely voice complaining
about endless examples of bad grammar.

You hear them everyday on the
street but more importantly you hear
them constantly in the media from peo-
ple who should know how to speak En-
glish.

Like Michelle, I have my own gram-
matical bugaboos. Here are a few.

The first is the total disappearance
of the past perfect tense from English;
people seem to think past tense does
quite well for both past and past perfect
tenses. In the interest of clarity I would
say not.

The second is the constant misuse
of nominative and objective pronouns
as in “Mary took Tom and I to the store.”
Would you say, “Mary took I to the store?

The absolute worst mistake I hear is
“is is” as in “The problem is is….” Hon-
estly! Even the President makes this mis-
take often. To quote Professor Higgins,
“In America they haven’t spoken it [En-
glish] for years.”

I grant it’s nearly impossible to
speak absolutely perfect English, given
convoluted sentence structure and re-
gional differences in phrases and words.
In NE Ohio we were often told to “redd
up our rooms.” I think we all need to use
the best grammar we know, at least out-
side the ring of family and close friends.

The use of good grammar makes
you think about what you are really try-
ing to say. It’s so easy to speak in irrele-
vances and to beat around the bush.
Clear and thoughtful speech can save
time and trouble. If nothing else, clear
and thoughtful speech should be an end
in itself.

Tracey Strain
Highlands

Dear Editor,
Anguish, distress, woe, heartbreak,

visceral pain. That’s what I felt when I
read our town was considering dropping
health insurance coverage for spouses and
children of town employees.

These are our town employees. They
are our family. They make sure our roads
are safe, our water is clean, and our elec-
tricity is restored during bitter storms.
They protect our families, put out fires,
and rescue us. And they do it all, rarely
hearing a word of praise or gratitude, be-
cause it is too easy to take for granted the
numerous services they collectively pro-
vide. But one tangible way to show grati-
tude is by offering health insurance to
employees and their families. And our
town has happily always provided that.

Now that is in jeopardy because the
town wants to save money. I understand
the need to save money by cutting expens-
es, but cutting health insurance can’t be
an option. You can’t tell a town employee,
“We value your loyalty, professionalism,
and expertise so much that we are willing
to allow your spouse and/or child(ren) to
endure pain, illness, and even death so we
can save some money.”

If your family is not well, you are not
as productive. If your family is not well,
you become at risk for stress-related ill-
nesses. And if you can’t afford to keep
your family well, you risk bankruptcy or
even foreclosure. Do we want our town
employees to live and work under these
demoralizing and stressful conditions? I
don’t know who the “disrespectful” em-
ployee was, but I believe he/she should be
treated with empathy, not contempt. It is
no easy task to remain calm, rational, and
respectful after hearing your life as you
know it may collapse with one seemingly
cavalier decision.

I know the decision to even consider
this idea was not an easy one. I know it’s
frustrating that our country does not yet
have a health insurance option that
would greatly reduce health insurance
costs. If the Affordable Care Act is not hin-
dered, exchanges will be available in two
years, and they will reduce premiums for
everyone by about $1,000 a year or about

On using proper
grammer

Before you cut
family benefits,
shop around!
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 A Residential Retirement Community
 Independent Cottages and Apartments or Assisted Living Suites

CHESTNUT HILL is located at 64 Clubhouse Trail.
Turn on Buck Creek Road and proceed to Clubhouse Trail.

Visit us at www.ChestnutHillAt Highlands.com

Retirement as it is meant to be! Enjoy our carefree lifestyle
with elegant dining, scheduled transportation, and a full

calendar of planned events to meet all stages of life.

Call for a tour and join us for lunch.
828.526.5251

 It's spring...and we're

"bursting" to show off our

new look!

Call for Lunch and a Tour!

1152 N. 4th St. (a mile from Main St. on Cashiers Road)
Made in the U.S.A.

GRAND OPENING Saturday, April 14
Join us for the Celebration!

Take Highlands Home!
The Highlands Coffee Mug

Exclusively at...
The Hen House

488 E. Main Street • 787-2473
Monday-Saturday 10a-5p
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$60,000 a year for the town. But until the
system changes, we have to work with
the system we have.

And that means we need to interject
a heavy dose of creativity into our town
budget. We need to find a way to save
$280,000 per year without inflicting
harm on our town employees, our fami-
ly.

I would begin by looking at other
health insurance providers. The town
may not be getting the best deal. After
the Affordable Care Act was passed, our
family business shopped around, and we
were able to cut our premiums in half
while getting more coverage and lower
deductibles.

When I looked at the town budget, I
noticed that there were separate funds
for police, fire, electric, water, etc. If each
of these groups has fewer than 25 em-
ployees, and the average salary of each
group doesn’t exceed $50,000, the town
may qualify for a 35% health insurance
premium credit now and a 50% premi-
um credit on January 1, 2014 (when all
parts of the Affordable Care Act go into
effect).

Perhaps, there is a legal accounting
method that would permit each of these

groups to be considered separate small
businesses. A less preferable, but accept-
able option would be to ask employees
with dependents to pay 25% of the addi-
tional premiums — $37.44/week or
about $150/month, but any employee
currently paying $150 or more per
month in out-of-pocket expenses should
be exempt.

... LETTERS continued from page 2

•See LETTERS page 9



• LAUGHING AT LIFE • with Fred Wooldridge
Feedback is encouraged!

askfredanything@aol.com

• Highlands Dining •
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828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com

...on the Verandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

Open for DinnerOpen for DinnerOpen for DinnerOpen for DinnerOpen for Dinner
7 nights a week 4-9pm7 nights a week 4-9pm7 nights a week 4-9pm7 nights a week 4-9pm7 nights a week 4-9pm

and Sunday Brunchand Sunday Brunchand Sunday Brunchand Sunday Brunchand Sunday Brunch

151 Helen’s Barn Ave.

Open for Lunch, DinnerOpen for Lunch, DinnerOpen for Lunch, DinnerOpen for Lunch, DinnerOpen for Lunch, Dinner
Call for Hours: Call for Hours: Call for Hours: Call for Hours: Call for Hours: 526-4188526-4188526-4188526-4188526-4188

www.Fresserseateryhighlands.com

Now taking reservations for EasterNow taking reservations for EasterNow taking reservations for EasterNow taking reservations for EasterNow taking reservations for Easter
Brunch. Serving from 10a to 3pBrunch. Serving from 10a to 3pBrunch. Serving from 10a to 3pBrunch. Serving from 10a to 3pBrunch. Serving from 10a to 3p

from an a la carte menufrom an a la carte menufrom an a la carte menufrom an a la carte menufrom an a la carte menu

Wine Spectator Award

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!

526-4035
490 Carolina Way • Highlands

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed.-Sun.: Lunch: 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Dinner from 5:30.

Closed Monday and Tuesday

Gourmet Foods, Fine Wine & Beer

Coffee
Espresso Drinks

Smoothies
Frozen Yogurt

Paninis & Baked Goods
On Main Street

7 days a week • 7 a to 6 p • 526-0020

Paoletti

Exceptional Wines and Robust CocktailsDinner/Bar from 5:30 Thursday-Monday
Reservations: 828.526.4906

Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

10% Off Entire Dinner Check
Sunday, Monday & Thursday

15% Off Beer, Cocktails & Most Bottled Wines
Friday & Saturday Nights

Treat Yourself to our
Spring Promotions through April!

Quesadillas • Tacos • Burritos
Homemade soups & freshly baked cookies

PESCADO’S

226 S. 4th St. Highlands • 828-526-9313

Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 11- 3
Mon. & Thurs. 11-7

Closed Sunday

Dateline: March, Strait of Hormuz,
UAE side.

OK, we’re still in the Middle East
visiting our son and his
awesome wife. Soon, the li’l

missus and I will be outta here and back
in North Palm Beach where, of course,
life is a much more dangerous place to
live than here. Only a few more things
on our bucket list and we, like an

….back at the oasis, the Arabs were eating their dates
overcooked steak, will be done.
Unfortunately, watching the war
from the Strait of Hormuz is still
on my list and here’s why.

The road to the strait is a
little tricky. Without 4-wheel,
forget it. We were determined to
set up a day-camp right on the
beach to watch the beginning of the war. I
brought lawn chairs, chips and non-
alcoholic beer. I looked forward to Israel,

once again, trashing Iran in
what they have been doing for
hundreds of years: fighting and
killing each other.

On our way through the
desert, we ran into a bunch of
Arabs (who else would be out in
this God forsaken place?)

camped out and sitting around eating
their dates. They were friendly and asked
us to join them. In Arab land, to be given

a date to be eaten by a total stranger is the
ultimate token of friendship and respect.
Most of the Arabs we have had contact
with are kind and friendly, but I realize
some don’t want to hear that.

Anyway, we’re sitting around
chewing when I noticed all the camel’s
feet were tied together and they were
also chewing, but not on dates. Warning:
Camels can spit over eight feet and it

•See WOOLDRIDGE page 16
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• THE VIEW FROM HERE •

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER

$285,000!

Commercial Space PLUS a
Residential Apartment

535 N. 4th St. In town Highlands.
Fresh remodel. Business upstairs,

one-bedroom apartment downstairs.
Call 770-827-0450.

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street Highlands, NC 828-526-5226

• Home chef
supplies

• Kitchenware
• Dinner
Settings

• Accessories

Gourmet Sauces & Spices

I didn’t win. I promise
I would have written a
column, although not

this column, had I won.
I’ve played the lottery

off and on for years, but
never with any regularity.
Forty years ago when I
was in residency training
in Philadelphia I’d put
down a dollar in the
Pennslyvania Lottery. I
will go years without buy-
ing a ticket, but I’ve been
a regular lately.

Instead of risking one dollar, I’ve
been betting five. I’ve always believed
you could get the same rush from a
dollar as from five. Not anymore. My
reasoning was than five chances in
176,000,000 was indistinguishable
from one. I won $12 last week, and
rolled it all on the $540,000,000 prize
in last Friday’s drawing.

You’d have to live in Highlands,
North Carolina to have been unaware
of the biggest payout in history. I bet. I
dreamed. I lost.

The thing is; every time I buy a lot-
tery ticket, I really believe I’m going to
win. My strategy for victory has to do
with willing ping pong balls painted
with my numbers to go where I want
them to go, which is the place where
winning numbers go to rest, and do-
ing it several hours in advance and
from hundreds of miles away.

I’m not an expert on MegaMil-
lions, so I don’t know how the draw-
ing is held, don’t know which direc-
tion to direct my telekinetic power.
Maybe that’s why it hasn’t worked yet.

It’s fun to dream of being rich. I’m
pretty happy with my life, so my
dreams are smaller than most. I love
my work, so why not show up Mon-
day. I feel a real obligation to this col-
umn, so it would get written before
deadline. I’d get some much needed
work done on the house without wor-
rying about the prices of Highlands’

contractors. I’d get a new
roof, but even with
$540,000,000 I wouldn’t pay
until after a couple good
strong storms.

Lizzie would like a hot
tub, so we’d have one in-
stalled, even though I sup-
pose the newness would
wear off. I wouldn’t buy my
own jet, but I’d probably suc-
cumb to the decadent urge to
fly first class. We’d like to
travel, but Bull’s in school, so
our travel time is limited. For

me, the cool thing is there is nothing I
really want.

I love a 1968 Shelby Cobra. I get ex-
cited when I see one, even though I
know it’s most likely a kit replica. The
car is an incredible beast. But I don’t
want to own one. I’m not big on jewel-
ry, except watches. I admire a beautiful
watch, but I don’t need to wear a Patek
Phillippe to know when it’s lunch time.

When I was younger, I owned a
wonderful, if modest, collection of con-
temporary Japanese woodblock prints.
Now I have a couple from Mom and a
couple more I bought on EBay and don’t
feel any different. I’d like to leave
enough for Bull to get a good start, even
buy a 1968 Shelby Cobra if he really
wanted one, but I’d be afraid a real for-
tune might tempt him to follow the
path of trust-fund babies I’ve known.

Lizzie and I will have plenty for re-
tirement without the big jackpot, even
if a recovering real estate market makes
Harry Norman immensely profitable. I
feel pretty lucky.

I don’t suppose I’ll stop buying tick-
ets, although I might wait until the jack-
pot swells again. I’ll dream my little
dream, the one in which I would never
have to make a financially motivated
decision.

I guess maybe the lottery would be
wasted on me. Let the guy who would
never work another day have it. He
needs it more.

What I would and wouldn’t do if I
won the Lottery
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• BACK DAYS •
Those who came before and after them – Part 9

The story of the John
Edwin and Ellie

Pierson Potts family,
cont.

•to be continued ...

John Edwin and Ellie Potts
courtesy of the Highlands His-
torical Society

By Eva Potts Massey
He didn’t have the heart to

make us throw the fish back, but

we didn’t use any more dough for bait. I’m
not sure what  he said to Mama that day,
but many times later they laughed about it.

After about two years, Daddy gave up
the Forest Service job and we moved back
to Highlands. As we six children grew old-
er, we got jobs to buy extra things we want-
ed and needed. However, we understood
that our school work, church activities and
chores at home came first.

Activities included reading for learn-
ing and enjoyment and we visited the Hud-
son Library often. We used to gather around
our piano and sing hymns. Us girls also
quilted together. We’d put the quilt in a quilt-
ing frame and several quilters would space
themselves in chairs around the frame.
Using very small stitches, we would sew
for a few hours, then come back to it every
day until the quilt was completed.

Mary, some other girls and I took bal-
let lessons, or “graceful dancing” from Miss
Elizabeth Lyon, who lived near Satulah
Mountain. We would practice barefoot on
her freshly cut lawn. When it came time
for our recital, we wore flowing silk-crepe
or chiffon Grecian gowns. This big affair
was held in Mr. Sloan’s garden and was
quite an experience for us to dance around
the statues and fountain.

Square dancing was done in private
homes and at other places. Mama always
accompanied us as a chaperone. She also
liked to dance. I remember Aunt Belle al-
ways did the clog step.

Emma Lynne took piano lessons from
Mrs. Summer. Mama baked light bread to
pay for their lessons. She and Daddy tried
to give us all the advantages available. We
also enjoyed basketball.

Picnicking was a good form of recre-
ation. The Potts families went by wagon
drawn by a yoke of oxen to Kettle Rock and
Camp Paradise. The team of oxen was
owned by Uncle Mack and Uncle Wendell.
The trip, including the picnic, took all day.

Other recreation included spelling
bees, ice skating, playing with dolls and
paper dolls, radio parties, gathering chest-
nuts, literary socials, school plays, talent
shows, womanless weddings, treasure
hunts, play houses, cake walks, the com-
munity Christmas tree, card games, boat-
ing, ice cream suppers, watermelon cut-
tings, scavenger hunts, taffy pulls, charades
and sling-the-statue.

We were told many times not to play
in or dam up the creek, but one day when
Mama wasn’t home, we dammed up the

creek and made a swimming pool. We took
off all our clothes except our panties,
jumped in the water and played “Follow
the Leader.” We had a great time until
Mama came home and caught us.

There was always good food in our
house. Rolls, butter, and homemade straw-
berry and raspberry jam . Mama performed
this bread-baking ritual for years. She al-
ways made the simplest food special.

We all remember her sewing and she
was great at it. We looked forward to get-
ting the “Wish Books” – the Sears-Roebuck,
Montgomery Ward and National Bellas
Hess catalogues, but we didn’t order very
much from them, for Mama made most
of our clothes.

We would select a picture of a suit or a
dress from the catalog and Mama would
make one like it with maybe a few chang-
es so it wouldn’t look like so many others.
She would also take coats and suits that
were given her and make them over into
something suitable to wear. She did sew-
ing for other people, too. She did beautiful
drawn work and made many dresser
scarves with this work on them.

Another great thing she did was each
Christmas morning when we came in to
see what Santa brought us, we would find
a new doll and all our dolls would be un-
der the tree dressed in new clothes.

After us girls got to be teenagers, we
would go to Seneca with Aunt Helen to get
our permanents. I’ll never forget how
burned our heads would be before the cold
wave came upon the scene. I always
thought it was funny when Aunt Helen and
Mama had their hair cut and didn’t tell
Uncle Charlie or Daddy. Mama’s looked
good and she thought Daddy would like it.
After several days had gone by, she said,
“You haven’t said anything about my hair
cut.” Daddy replied, “I’ve had my hair cut
every week for years and you haven’t said
anything about it.” They had a good laugh
about that, but really he was pleased with
Mama’s new look.

After we moved back to Highlands,
Daddy worked for himself as a surveyor
and draftsman. He did drawings of almost
every place in Highlands. Later he worked
on Lake Sequoyah Dam and the water-
works. He was town councilman and then
town clerk for 18 years. Before his retire-
ment in 1954, he worked at Potts Broth-
ers.
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• COACH’S CORNER •

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

460 Carolina Way • 526-3742

Biggest selection of high-end consigned
merchandise in Highlands!

Highlands
Fine Consignments

Open Thurs.-Sat.  • 11a-4p

• Henredon Furniture
• Leathercraft Chair & Recliner
• Kitchenaide Refrigerator
• New Stove
• New selection of high-end rugs
• Double beds, chairs and much
  more!

Yes, you read that
headline correctly, I
am actually about

the write a column prais-
ing John Calipari. Most of
you know about Calipari,
the guy who is the only
coach in NCAA history to
have two Final Fours va-
cated. You also know how
much I have criticized Cal-
ipari in this space, prima-
rily due to his association with one
and done players and shady past be-
haviors. However, what Calipari was
able to accomplish this year was wor-
thy of praise, for several different rea-
sons.
First and foremost, when you recruit a
group of one and done players (or in
the case of Doron Lamb and Terrence
Jones…would have been one and done
if not for the NBA lockout) it is diffi-
cult to get them to work together and
play unselfishly. Anyone who has
watched an AAU team play knows that
most of these kids are looking out for
themselves first, and the team second.
This is not to call any of these players
selfish, per say, it is just the nature of
the beast. The goal of AAU is to get no-
ticed and get recruited…then the goal
becomes to get noticed and get paid.
Calipari was able to convince these
guys
The second cause for Cal’s praise
would be the way that he was able to
get his young team to buy in on the de-
fensive end and play hard. AAU tour-
naments and All-Star games are noto-
rious for their lack of defensive effort-
but Cal was able to get his Kentucky
team to lock down on the defensive
end…even when they couldn’t score,
and their length and athleticism was a
nightmare for opponents. In the finals
against Kansas, UK had two separate
stretches where they didn’t make a FG
for 5+ minutes…and yet they led the
entire way. That is a testament to the
shotblocking of Anthony Davis and
Jones and the length and athleticism
of Michael Kidd-Gilchrest.
Finally, Cal was finally able to prove
that his model for program building

Calipari deserves praise for ‘Cats
success

can be successful at the col-
lege level. Whereas in the
past, champions were built
from talent and/or
experience…Cal was able to
win a title on talent and ef-
fort alone. The Kentucky
model is one that allows for
kids to come in, play one
year of college and then
move on to the pros with
no pressure to return. While

on the surface this looks like a mockery
of the NCAA student-athlete…it is sim-
ply a move in the direction that all col-
lege athletics are headed towards. The
idea that these players are amateur is
one that is dying quickly-instead, college
athletes are like interns…simply buying
their time until they can get paid.

Attention:
Beginning with the first
Town Board meeting in
May, Town Board meetings
will be held Thursdays at 7
p.m. in the Community
Building. That meeting will
be Thursday, May 3.
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• CONSERVATIVE POV

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net

It was almost like the boogiemen
convened in the back room of Hell
and scheduled every form of disaster

that could possibly befall a human
being in a short period of time. The
unfortunate recipient of their
handiwork was our beloved president,
who is showing amazing resilience in
taking one body blow after another
without imploding.

Gasoline prices are spiking to
record levels, affecting nearly every one
of us in obvious, and not so evident
ways. The more you put in the tank, the
less you have for anything else – food,
medicine, paying the mortgage – and
this at a time when folks are hurting
financially to start with. But Obama
can do nothing about it. Check that – I
forgot –algae is the answer says he.

According to AP Associated Press:
“First Lady Michelle Obama and her
daughters Malia and Sasha are visiting
Las Vegas after stopping in South
Dakota. White House officials say the
Obamas are on a family trip to the

How was your week, Mr. President?
West. The Obamas visited
Mount Rushmore on
Wednesday before heading
to Las Vegas.”

On the subject, the
BostonGlobe.com last
year remembered
Obama’s comments about
Sin City: “The feud began
in 2009, when Obama
admonished corporations
using federal bailout
money. ‘You can’t go take a
trip to Las Vegas or go
down to the Super Bowl
on the taxpayer’s dime.’ A
year later, Obama warned
families against gambling
away college tuition; ‘You don’t blow a
bunch of cash in Vegas when you are
trying to save for college.’”

Since Nevada was then and is now
in the throes of the highest
unemployment

in the country, I can’t image any
Obama family member particularly

welcome in Las Vegas. He
needs Nevada in
November and has a hill to
climb after the damage
that he personally did to
their economy.

From the Christian
Science Monitor:
“President Obama’s open
mic moment sure looks
like a political flub.
Attending the nuclear
safety summit in Seoul,
South Korea, and unaware
that a nearby microphone
was live, Mr. Obama told
Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev that he would

have ‘more flexibility’ in missile
defense negotiations after the 2012
elections. Then he patted Mr.
Medvedev’s hand in a kind of ‘we’re all
in this together’ manner.”

abcNEWS reports: Quoting Obama
“But my main message is to the parents
of Trayvon Martin: If I had a son he’d
look like Trayvon. And I think they are
right to expect that all of us Americans
are gonna take this with the seriousness
it deserves and that we’re going to get to
the bottom of exactly what happened.”

Quoting Newt Gingrich: “What the
president said is disgraceful. It’s not a
question of who that young man looked
like.” Agreed.

From openmarket.org: “The House
of Representatives rejected the Obama
administration’s proposed budget 414-0;
it failed to get a single Democratic vote.
As Ed Morrissey noted, ‘the president
wants to keep proposing massive
deficits, increased spending, and higher
taxes…This is the second year in a row
that Obama’s budget couldn’t win a
single Democratic vote in Congress. In
parliamentary systems, that would be a
vote of no confidence and the party
would be looking for new leadership.’”

From the Daily Caller: “Illinois
Democrat Rep. Bobby Rush, who was
escorted off the House floor for wearing
a hooded sweatshirt in protest of the

Trayvon Martin case, defeated
President Barack Obama in a 2000
Illinois congressional primary race.
Rush slammed Obama in an
interview with The Chicago Reader
saying, ‘He went to Harvard and
became an educated fool. We’re not
impressed with these folks with these
eastern elite degrees.’” Preach on,
Bobby.

And last but not least, from the
Washington Post: “The Supreme
Court’s skeptical consideration of
President Obama’s landmark health-
care legislation this week has forced
his supporters to contemplate the
unthinkable: that the justices could
throw out the law and destroy the
most far-reaching accomplishment of
the Obama presidency.

The fate of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act is uncertain.
A ruling is not expected until June.
White House officials are refusing to
publicly consider that the law might
be struck down or to discuss
contingency plans, insisting that they
do not address hypothetical questions.

Other Democrats have begun
assessing how such an outcome could
affect the political landscape of 2012,
with some surmising that a backlash
against Republicans could follow a
ruling against the law. But supporters
argue that on a substantive level, the
results would be devastating.”

“At her weekly briefing” reports
POLITICO, “House Minority leader
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) was asked to
opine on the Supreme Court
proceedings on the Constitutionality
of the health care law passed in 2010
when Democrats were in control of
the House. ‘I’m a supporter of judicial
review, I honor the Constitution in
that regard,’ Pelosi said to reporters.
How gracious of you; in what regard
don’t you honor it? ‘That’s why we
wrote our bill in a way that was
Constitutional. I still feel pretty
confident about it.’” LOL

I still don’t know if that means
“lot of luck” or “laughing out loud”.
Oh well, both work.
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Join us this Easter at
Highlands United Methodist Church
to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
(315 Main Street with Pastors Paul Christy & Beth Bowser)

THURSDAY, APRIL 5 – MAUNDY THURSDAY
Please join us at 7 p.m. for our Maundy Thursday service.

We will share together in Holy Communion
FRIDAY, APRIL 6 – GOOD FRIDAY

Please join us at 7 p.m. for our Good Friday service
SUNDAY, APRIL 8 – EASTER SUNDAY
6:45 a.m. - Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service

Join us and other churches at the amphitheatre behind the
Biological Research Center for our sunrise service.

Worship Services / The Living Cross
Join us as we celebrate at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m.

Bring a flower from your garden or one purchased  to place on the cross
before each service.

9:30 a.m. – Easter Coffee Break
Bring a coffee cake, muffins, bagels & cream cheese, croissants,

or danish to share as we have fellowship time together.
10 a.m. – Children’s Easter Egg Hunt & Storytime

The children will be off to hunt eggs immediately after breakfast.
(For more info…please call 828.526.3376)

The combination of all the Afford-
able Care Act goodies (if available) and
the 25% from employees with depen-
dents could reduce the $280,000 insur-
ance expense to under $100,000.

These are just some ideas to get the
ball rolling. I encourage anyone with ex-
pertise in accounting or the Affordable
Care Act to contact the commissioners
with their ideas. I am convinced that as
a community, we can preserve our com-
munity. We are the 99%, and we need to
take care of each other.

Anne deVille
Highlands

... LETTERS continued from page 3

Dear Editor,
My, that was quite a headline on

Margery Abel’s letter appearing in the
March 28th edition of the Highlands
Newspaper. “How FreedomWorks.” The
headline is as fallacious as the story that
followed. Where to start? Ms. Able is ap-
parently still smarting over Sen. Jim
Davis’ defeat of John Snow.

For openers, Ms. Abel states
“FreedomWorks, a national organization
funds local candidates for election who
will promote its agenda.” Our agenda, so
you will know what she is talking about,
is “Lower Taxes, Less Government, More
Freedom.” Shame on us. Evidently Ms.
Abel advocates “Higher Taxes, More Gov-
ernment, Less Freedom.”

She says, “The Supreme Court deci-
sion, Citizens United, allows corpora-
tions to contribute unlimited campaign
funds to candidates.” The North Carolina
2012 Campaign Finance Manual states “It
is unlawful for any corporation, business
activity, labor union, professional associa-
tion or insurance company to directly or
indirectly contribute to a candidate.”

She says, “”Evidence points to indi-
viduals locally connected to Freedom-
Works contacting area Democrats to re-
cruit a candidate for the upcoming pri-
mary.” Ms. Able, I challenge you to
present your evidence. Such a person
should be outed.

She says, “In 2010 Jim Davis, backed
by corporate funding, defeated John
Snow, who was funded mainly by local
donations. Of the $569,409 in Snow’s
campaign expenditures, $56,757, or
(9.97%), was provided by local dona-

Let me explain
how

FreedomWorks

tions. Davis spent less, and had a greater
percentage provided by local donations.

A few years ago, a number of us
FreedomWorks people visited then Sen.
Snow in his office in Raleigh. I showed
him a graph showing the ever-increasing
state expenditures for education. The
slope was at such an alarming rate, at
some point it would consume the entire
state budget. I asked him what the answer
was in slowing down the rate of spend-
ing. “There is no answer” was his reply.
This may explain how the state budget got
so far out of whack. You may not like
them, but there are answers and they are
being legislated.

As for FreedomWorks locally, we
meet once a month, and for the past sev-
eral months, our programs have consisted
of presentations by candidates for various
offices in the upcoming election. Q & A’s
follow and we learn, first hand, the val-
ues, strengths and weaknesses of each. By
the time to vote comes along, we are pre-
pared. When elections aren’t in play, we
have speakers educating us on important
issues at our meetings.

Our November meeting is annually
reserved for a report from Sheriff Hol-
land, who leaves with a substantial con-
tribution for “Shop with a Cop,” collected
from our members. We have traveled to

•See LETTERS page 10
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... LETTERS continued from page 9
Raleigh and Washington to share our
thoughts with elected officials. We have
sponsored several patriotic rallies in
Franklin, where honoring our country
and promoting freedom is our agenda.

This, Ms. Abel, is how Freedom-
Works in Macon County.

Don Swanson,
Director, MC FreedomWorks

Let me be perfectly clear. Obama
Care is the reason I am finally able to get
good health insurance after 15 year of not
having any. I thank God for it.

I am a retired special education
teacher, a home and property owner, a
voter, and have a post graduate education.
I also have Type 2 diabetes.

No one would insure me for any
amount until Obama stepped in. Now I
have a great plan which I pay $412 per
month for. I have finally been able to
have the tests needed when someone
goes through menopause. I can have bone
screenings, blood work, medications to
manage my diabetes, and much, much,
more.

It must be nice for you to have great
insurance which we taxpayers have
provided. Do you have any idea how few
people here in Western NC can even
afford my plan? I do not know what rich
people you represent, but most of us were

An Open Letter to
Mr. Jim Davis,
(NC State Sen.)

middle class until the banks and the 1%
pushed us all into poverty.

I am being nice and Southern here
when I tell you that anyone messing with
my insurance and that of others who are
finally protected will not be popular with
any of us, the press, the church, God and
anyone else I can inspire to tar and
feather you and your types right out of
this wonderful state.

How dare you frighten us and stress
us this way? You sir, are a sorry human
being. Shame on you. Get some
backbone and stand up for what is right,
not what is being espoused by Fox News.
You should remember while we don’t
individually have the huge sums a few of
your supporters may have, as a group we
will be mighty and we will not forget.
Hope you will reconsider this ill step.

Madeleine Watt
Cashiers, NC

Dear Editor,
I hope the Board of Commissioners

will reconsider its ill-advised decision to
phase out family health insurance for
Town employees over the next four years.
When I became Town Administrator in
1995, this progressive benefit had already
been in place for many years, and during
my tenure it continued to attract and re-
tain competent, hard-working, depend-
able career employees, employees who
raise their children here, go to church,
and have a stake in the community.

$281,012 may seem like a lot in sav-
ings, but as a percentage of the annual
multi-million dollar budget, it is a small
price to pay to ensure that the Town con-
tinues to attract the kind of loyal employ-
ee who can handle the increasingly com-
plex jobs required in even a small munic-
ipality. Some time spent observing its em-
ployees in the Town Office efficiently
handling day-to-day operations, or at the
Water Plant pumping water from Big
Creek and making it safe to drink, or at
the Wastewater Treatment Plant keeping
the Cullasaja River clean enough to fish,
or up on an electric pole during a winter
storm restoring power to homeowners,
or in a patrol car or fire engine respond-
ing to an emergency call, might have
been time better spent for some of our
Commissioners than debating the exact
form of government it wants to have for
the past four years.

The Town Board
should rethink

family coverage

If the Board is looking for ways to
balance the budget, perhaps it should
consider eliminating some of the extrav-
agant capital expenditures it has made in
recent years, or the thousands of dollars
spent on “branding” and “wayfaring,”
rather than neglecting its responsibility
to the Town’s most valuable resource – its
employees.

Richard Betz
Highlands

• THANKS •

I would like to thank County Com-
missioners Jim Tate and Kevin Corbin
for visiting Highlands School.

While accompanied by School
Board member Stephanie McCall, they
took time out of their busy schedules to
tour our facility, assess what our school
needs and graciously greeted faculty, staff
and students.

How fortunate we are to have the
support of our County Commissioners
for the schools of Macon County! With
budget cuts on the rise again this year, I
greatly appreciate all of their help and
support through these economic strug-
gles.

Thank you again for always support-
ing our children’s education through all
our schools in Macon County.

Cynthia Reed
Assistant Teacher
Highlands School

In all the darkness that can occur in
losing a loved one, it seems as though we
are constantly searching for a light,
something to which we can gravitate to
and find comfort in. In Our time of
darkness, Macon Funeral Home was
that light. The kindness and generosity
shown to us was unprecedented. Larry
Buchannon and his staff truly know
what it means to be there for a family in
such a time of sorrow. Nothing but soft
words and sweet smiles were what were
received by our family from the mo-
ment we stepped through the door. This
business is a shinning example of un-
conditional understanding and love. A
love that truly makes you feel like family.
In closing we would like to say thank
you to Macon Funeral home for all that
you do.

The Sanchez Family

To commissioners

To funeral home

•See THANKS page 11
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828-787-1673 • www.ahealthyhomenc.com

Dehumidifiers Serviced and Installed
Tired of mildew on your walls and in your closets?
Trade your old dehumidifier in and get one that
will do the job once and for all. 5-year warranty.

Guaranteed results or
your money back.

Call for FREE evaluation.

... THANKS continued from page 10
The family of Frank W. Derreberry

would like to say “Thank You” to all of
our good friends and neighbors for
reaching out with all the love and
prayers, visits, cards and phone calls and
food that you all prepared and delivered
throughout our fathers illness. Having
all of Dads good friends and neighbors
to visit him and pray with him was so
uplifting to him and his caregivers
during our trials and tribulations.

Special thanks to our neighbors,
Duncan and Ann Greenlee who
prepared and delivered food every three
days throughout and to Jim Globus for
his almost daily visits with his old friend
as well as Sara Wingfield for dropping by
with food and thoughtful visits with Dad
and the family. Thanks to our dear
friends, Kenny and Lisa Talley for the
food, prayers and for being there for us
as always. And to Brysons Grocery for
the food plate you sent over.

We also would like to thank our
Scaly neighbors and friends, Kenneth
and Lamar James for their visits with
their old friend. And Ellis and Gail Head
for all the good country foods that Dad

thoroughly enjoyed when he still had his
appetite and for just being there for our
Dad before, during and after and for being
there for us.

Thanks to Daryl Billingsley, J.C.
Norris, Dean Green and Gary Wilson for
the beautiful music at the funeral service.
Dad enjoyed your music so much while
living and we are most grateful for your
time in playing at his service. Thanks also
to Pastor Gary McCall. As you were there
for our Mother and Father during their
good times and bad there was no better
man and sermon for their services. Our
parents were so blessed to have you all in
their lives as we are so very blessed to
have you all in ours.

Thanks also to the Four Seasons
Hospice team for all of your assistance for
making it possible for our Dad to be at
home in his final moments. Without you
all, granting his final wishes would not
have been possible. And to the Highlands
Emergency Council and Kenneth James
for the financial assistance in providing
the heat we needed during Dads feverish
illness. Along with Freeman Gas Co. and
their employee Tim Hunter for the one

man quick installation at a time of great
need. We couldn’t have asked for a kinder
and most respectful person for the job.

And thanks to Frontier’s employee,
Fred Storie, for struggling to make it
possible to get the internet service so that
Dad could video chat with his sisters who
were also unable to travel and see him
before his passing. Your time and
persistence is greatly appreciated as well.

As usual, when we see the heart of

this community ,in good times and bad,
it is such an inspiration to us all. After
the loss of our loved ones when we are
left to heal we look back and appreciate
living in such a great community and it
inspires us to count our so many
blessings instead of our so many losses.
We sincerely thank you and MAY GOD
BLESS YOU ALL.

The family of Frank and Mozelle
Derreberry
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Country Club Properties

YOU CAN VIEW ALL OF OUR LISTINGS AT
www.ccphighlandsnc.com

Wright Square Office: 828-526-2520 • Main Street Office: 828-526-5010
Mountain Fresh Office: 828-787-2002 • Highlands, NC

e-mail: ccp4info@frontier.com

Great starter home in the Spring Lake Com-
munity just over the GA State line. Open
living area, lake, community pavilion. Offered
at $175,000. Owner says “Make an Offer!”
MLS# 71271

Gentleman's estate features main house, party
shed, guesthouse, pasture, pond, and waterfall!
Main house has living room with fireplace, large
covered porch to view the apple trees, pasture
and pond. Great main level, includes master
bedroom and bath, loft, kitchen, dining, great-
room & porch. Offered at $645,000 MLS# 73087.

Located close to town in desirable Shelby Place.
This spacious 4 bedrom, 3 bath home was
built by Schmitt Builders as his personal
home. Quality finishes throughout, from
copper roofed bay windows to the wood
floors and heavy moldings. Easy living plan
expands for guests/family comfort on the
terrace level. Huge screened porch and 2-car
garage makes this a great family home! Of-
fered at $595,000. MLS #74675.

3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, great starter home
or quiet getaway. Needs some TLC but could
be a great starter or retirement home. Of-
fered at $199,000. MLS #74462.

Highlands Point. Lovely Family home is in
pristine condition and has cutting edge fea-
tures. Smart wiring can be controlled from
anywhere with internet/computer access. 4
bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 2 living rooms, more
storage than you could imagine, 2-car garage.
Spacious patio. Many designer touches. Great
Mountain view from the gentle knoll and
usable lot. Offered at $1,385,000. MLS
#74420.

Horse Cove small but spacious cottage over-
looks pond and mountain views in two direc-
tions. Over two acres with a beautiful flat yard.
Features fully updated kitchen and baths. Two
bedrooms and one bath on the main level, with
living,dining, kitchen, and large screened porch
2 bedrooms and 1 bath on the upper level,
den,playroom or office, workshop and utility
room in lower level. Offered at $850,000. MLS
#74471

FALLING WATERS
Is a 52-acre community just 2.5 miles

from Main Street, Highlands. Secluded but
not remote, no road noise, no thru traffic.
Peaceful, quiet & private.

The property is forested with mature
hardwoods, Rhododendron, Mountain
Laurel & a plethora of wild flowers that
bloom through the seasons, There are two
waterfalls and several creeks adding charm
and interest.

The land is gentle...making for easy
building sites, lower building cost, more
parking, easier ingress and egress, fewer
erosion problems, child friendly and a
great place to take a walk.

FALLING WATERS is protected by
the North Carolina Planned Community
Act and is well thought out, with reason-
able covenants.

Offered in parcels or entirety. Owner
financing. Call 828-526-9622 or 828-508-
9952.

Come Visit!
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dil-

lard Road) 1.8 miles just past the Glen Falls
sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths
of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The en-
trance is on the right.

can continue as “citizen” groups and Town
Planner David Clabo can act as liaison to
the Town Board, but they didn’t see the need
for anything more than that from the town.

At the suggestion of Clabo, the plan-
ning and development department will
institute a more active code enforcement
program.

Town Manager Bob Frye spoke for Cla-
bo in his absence, and explained the Code
Enforcement program, which will become
more structured. The informal complaint-
based approach from community mem-
bers will continue but the department will

institute a more formal enforcement pro-
cess with regular patrols in a town vehicle
in various sectors of town on various days,
as well,. If a violation is discovered or re-
ported, the department will inspect the site
for verification.

Commissioners agreed that this would
enable the department to do a better job of
knowing what’s on the ground before there
is a problem that becomes grandfathered.

Frye stressed that the program isn’t
designed to be punitive or a kind of police
force but rather one that will emphasize
education and compliance.

The Code Enforcement program is
based on education and violators will al-
ways get a full, clear explanation of the
town’s rules and what the violation is, he
said.

The goals of the Code Enforcement
program are to enhance public health, safe-
ty and welfare, to protect and maintain prop-
erty values, to increase the desirability of
the town and its image and to improve the
town’s overall appearance. This is accom-
plished by mandatory enforcement meth-
ods in inspections and progressive enforce-
ment of code violations where consistency
is key, he said.

– Kim Lewicki

... PLANNING continued from page 1
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• REAL ESTATE SNAP-SHOTS • Properties for Sale

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...
and Invest in Your Life!”TM

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street Mal Phillips,
Broker

mal@WhiteOakRG.comWhiteOakRG.com
Susie deVille Schiffli,

Broker-in-Charge
susie@WhiteOakRG.com

Please contact Susie deVille Schiffli at (828) 371-2079 or Mal Phillips at (828) 200-2642 for more information.

Wonderful neighborhood, incredible 180 degree views &
a pristine home to match. This spacious, bright and open
3BR/3BA with plentiful decking, playroom, and large sun-
porch is perfect for entertaining. Private, gently rolling lot
and gardens frame view of Satulah, Blue Valley and Rabun
Bald. $768,000, MLS # 74612.

Idyllic Home with Panoramic Views Walk to Town Under $200K!

An easy walk to Main Street from this light and bright, 2 BR/
2 BA condo! This main level unit features a large sun room
with tile flooring, master suite with walk-in-closet, spacious
utility room with washer/dryer, and charming patio area.
$199,000, MLS #74579.

Joe Webb Cabin in Mirror Lake Area

Loaded with charm, this log cabin features two bedrooms, two
bathrooms, and a comfortable family room showcasing a beau-
tiful stone fireplace with gas logs. Additional features include a
large covered porch, skylights, tongue & groove paneling,
fenced yard, and a fountain. Private lot located just around the
bend from Mirror Lake. $389,000, MLS #74736.

The only car wash in Highlands, the Car Spa has a constant
flow of customers & profitable cash flow. State-of-the-art,
touchless wash system & automated pay system. Revenue
expansion possibilities if car detailing added. Purchase includes
building, structures, equipment, inventory, long-term lease,
tremendous goodwill, the trade name of Car Spa of Highlands
& adequate training to purchaser. $678,000, MLS #74382.

The Car Spa of Highlands

Was $325,000 NOW $199,000.
New construction – 3 bedroom, 3 bath,
in 2-car garage neighborhood.

SUPER   DEALS!

Was $600,000 NOW $389,000.
Make Offer! 5 bed, 4 bath on about 2
acres with creek, pond, gazebo. R.V.
barn. 4,000 sq.ft. finished, 2,000 sq.ft.
basement/garage.

Call Becky Simmons at Cabe Realty
(828)526-2475

Beautiful lot located across from community dock. 20 ac private lake (fish/canoe/
kayak), tennis, pool, trout streams, waterfalls & fitness center.

Call Tammy Mobley, CCIM/Broker at Highlands NC Realty.
Cell: 770-337-1000

Lake View, wooded 1 acre – Lake Catatoga S/D
– Only $144,900! –

Fabulous location across from the Bas-
com Fine Arts Center .63 acres with
business and home.Move-in condi-
tion. Great exposure on Hwy 64 W.
Hardwood floors, fireplaces. Extra lot
available. $895,000. MLS 71559. Call
Pat Allen Realty Group. 828-200-
9179 or 828-526-8784.

Cottage close to town. Remodeled
kitchen, great room, large deck. Four
bedrooms. Copper wood-burning
fireplace. Furnished. $379,900. MLS
74179. Call Pat Allen Realty Group.
828-200-9179 or 828-526-8784.

Adorable and affordable cabin with
lake view, 2 large decks, 3 bedrooms,
3 and 1/2 baths. Stone fireplace. Great
value at $399,000. MLS 74725. Call
Pat Allen Realty Group. 828-200-
9179 or 828-526-8784.

Fabulous view home in downtown
Highlands on over an acre with flat
back yard! Split log. 5 bed, 5 1/2 bath
home. Gourmet kitchen, sunroom,
great decks. $1,995,000. MLS 74165.
Call Pat Allen Realty Group. 828-200-
9179 or 828-526-8784.

In prestigious Old Edwards Club at High-
lands Cove. 4 bedroom home: 2 on the
mainlevel. Dream kitchen, massive
fireplace,soaring ceilings, and an outdoor
living area with fireplace and more. Built by
Lupoli A great buy at $1,350,000. MLS
74643. Call Pat Allen Realty Group. 828-
200-9179 or 828-526-8784.

FOR SALE BY OWNER

$285,000!

Commercial Space PLUS a
Residential Apartment
535 N. 4th St. In town Highlands.

Call 770-827-0450.

 

Call:
828-482-2045

Highlands

Flex/Shell Homes
& Structures

Homes starting at
$28/sq. ft. on your lot!
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PULL OUT Highlands Area Upcoming Events
• Registration is now open for the 2012 summer

nature day camps at the Highlands Nature Center. Five
different camps are offered: “WOW! – a World of Won-
der” (ages 4-6), “Amazing Animals” (ages 7-10), “Na-
tureWorks” (ages 8-11), “Mountain Explorers” (ages 10-
13), and “Junior Ecologists” (ages 11-14). Most camps
are offered more than once during the summer. Sessions
run from Tuesday to Friday each week. For complete
schedules, costs, and other information, please call 828-
526-2623 or visit www.wcu.edu/hbs.

Daily
• CORE classes at Mountain Fitness on Carolina

Way. Tues., Thurs., Sat.,. 9:30; Mon., Wed., Thurs.,
5:15. $10 per class or ask about specials. Call 526-9083.

(st. 6/9)
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec Park.

8:30-9:30 a.m. $20/month.
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec Park, 8-

9 a.m. $10 per class or $40 a month.
• Zumba at the Rec Park, 9:05a-10a. $5 per calss.

First class free. Call Mary Barbour for Franklin schedule:
828-342-2498.

Mondays
•All meetings of the Mountain View Group of Alco-

holics Anonymous will be held in the Faith and Fellowship
Center of First Presbyterian Church. Enter via the en-
trance on 5th St. and proceed a few steps down to the

library.
Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the High-

lands Conference Center at noon.
• Closed AA Women’s meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the

Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main streets.
• NAMI offers Peer-to-Peer Recovery Education

Course. NAMI Appalachian South, the local affiliate of the
National Alliance on Mental Illness, is offering a 10 week
education class in Franklin on Tuesdays, starting March
13, 6:30-8:30. This is a nationally recognized course de-
signed for individuals living with the challenge of mental
illness. The course covers the major mental illnesses,
treatments, coping strategies, relapse prevention, recov-
ery and wellness in a confidential setting. There is no
charge. Pre-registration is required. For more information
or to register contact: Paul 524-9133 or Hank 342-34789.

Wednesdays
• The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary meets at 7:30

a.m. in the dining room at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal. Enter the hospital in the main or emergency entrance
and follow the signs downstairs. Visitors are welcome.
Meetings end at 8:30 am.

• Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30 a.m.
at First Baptist Church.

• The Homegrown Buds, a homeschool 4-H club,
meets at noon at the Macon County Library on Siler Road
in Franklin at 1 p.m.

Wednesdays & Fridays
• Open AA meeting at noon at the Episcopal Church

at Fifth and Main streets.
Thursdays
• Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal Church on

Main and Fifth streets.
• The Highlands Writers Group meets at 1 p.m. at

the Hudson Library on Thursdays. Free writing exercis-
es. Bring a seven-minute writing piece to read. Newcom-
ers are welcome. Call Anne Doggett at 526 8009.

• Free Dinner at the Cashiers Community Center
froim 5-7 p.m. Mostly organic, healthy food. Donations
accepted. Call 743-5706 for more information. Volunteers
needed!

Thursdays - Mondays
• At Paoletti’s, 15%-25% off promotions. Call 526-

4906 for reservations.
Every Saturday through March
• The Art Room, 45 East Main St. in Franklin is

having free Make & Take Classes from 10am to 12:30.
Come make a Card...Ages 15 and up please! For More
Information call Dianne 828-349-3777 or Robin 828-421-
9891.

Every Third Saturday
• The Highlands Memorial Post #370 of the Amer-

ican Legion meets at the Shortoff Baptist Church. Break-
fast is at 9 am. Meeting is at 10 a.m. All veterans are
invited to attend.

Through June 17
• At The Bascom. Chicks It's All Gone to the Birds,

Bunzl Gallery. The gallery will be filled with a plethora of
art works that portray an avian theme. Despite the focus
on a single theme, the exhibition offers rich variety. Artists
pursue the topic through a range of approaches and me-
dia. This exhibition, devoted to our feathered friends,
provides a broad look into the world of contemporary and
traditional art, letting divergent approaches take wing.
From the traditional to the way out and wacky, visitors
will experience a flight of fancy. Presented in partnership
with the Highlands Biological Station and the Highlands
Audobon Society.

Thursday, April 5
• Taize at the Holy Family Lutheran Church at 5:30

p.m.
• Maundy Thursday foot washing, Incarnation Chap-

el. 7 PM
Friday, April 6

The Chick’s! It’s All Gone to the Birds exhibition opened last Saturday at The
Bascom.Susan Glasgow Taylor’s Communal Nest, makes a great centerpiece
for the exhibition now through June 17 in the Bunzl Gallery at The Bascom.

The Bascom’s next exhibition open-
ing, Young at Art, K-12, is this coming Sat-
urday, April 7 with an opening reception
from 2-4 pm. The Bascom is proud to of-
fer the annual Art Exhibition in recogni-
tion of the creative spirit in children and
youth, and the educational and artistic
advancement of talented young people.
This exhibition, which will be in the Loft
Gallery until May 7, is a collaborative
project with all schools, both public and

Young at Art, K-12 Opens Saturday,
April 7 at The Bascom

private, located on our mountain plateau.
The Bascom is open year-round -

Monday through Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm
and Sunday, 12 noon to 5 pm. Enjoy work-
shops, exhibitions, special events and
quality programs throughout the year at
The Bascom. For more information, to
register for Bascom workshop offerings
or for more details on all Bascom activi-
ties, visit www.TheBascom.org or call
828.526.4949.

•See EVENTS page 19

The annual Eggfest, Saturday, April 7 from noon-2 p.m. at the ballfield
next to the Community Building for children through the 5th grade.
Food, fun, games, inflatable slides, bounce houses and more! Sponsored
by the Community Bible Church.

Annual EggFestival of fun Sat., April 7
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Ice/Snow Gutter Guards

Spring Home Improvement

What’s an easy way to grow your own
organic veggies? In a raised bed garden!

• Sturdy
• Made in Denmark
•Screens out bugs

•Less bending
•Fewer weeds!

 4x8' • New in the Box • $570

Call
508-9952

828-361-5343

Bringing Your Ideas to
Life with Fine Custom

Cabinetry and Custom
Granite Fabrication.

Conveniently located at 2543 Cashiers Road
across from Highlands Lawn & Garden

828-787-1100

“Our attention to detail makes the difference!”

NEW Design Studio Coming Soon!

(StatePoint) As the
days get longer, there’s
nothing like barbequing
and entertaining friends
on your deck. But before
you pass out those invita-
tions, make sure your deck
has weathered the winter
and is ready for its season-
al duty.

The abuse a deck sur-
face takes from the weath-
er, foot traffic, barbeques,
and food and drink spills
can create both surface
and structural problems.

“To make your deck
last, clean it thoroughly ev-
ery one to two years and
re-stain every two to four
years,” says Mark Clement,
host of the radio program
“MyFixitUpLife.” “It also
helps if your deck is made
from a natural, durable
wood, such as Western Red
Cedar, which holds oil
based finishes for an ex-
tended period of time.”

Here’s how to get your
deck ready for use:

• Clear Out: Clear all
furniture and potted
plants off the deck. Then
inspect the deck for dirt
and pollen buildup. Sweep

it clean of debris that may
have fallen during winter.
For safety’s sake, make sure
there are no nails sticking
up from the deck or from
any posts.

• Floss Between
Planks: Clean between the
planks and boards of any
horizontal surfaces so rain
can drain and air can flow
between them. Reducing
standing water and increas-
ing airflow will limit the
amount of moisture that
can collect and stay on the
surface of the plank, there-
by making your deck last
longer.

• Keep the Finish
Sharp: Application of a qual-
ity wood stain or finish and
periodic retreatment over
time will prevent discolor-
ation and degradation of

your deck and extend the
wood’s lifespan. Keep in
mind that natural woods
that are sustainable and du-
rable, such as real cedar, can
take and retain a variety of
stains and finishes for more
extended periods. Such
woods are natural looking,
as opposed to the faux fin-
ishes used on man-made
composite products.

• Elevate Planters: Di-
rect contact between plant-
er boxes and wooden surfac-
es can trap moisture and
leave stains. Elevating them
or placing them on rollers
will release the moisture
and make them easier to
rearrange.

• Beware of Welcome
Mats: Mats can collect mois-
ture and dry out too slowly,
which can lead to water

damage and/or wood rot.
After precipitation, be sure
to dry out the mat and al-
low the deck to dry.

• Watch Out for Your
Grill: Grease from your grill
is hazardous to your deck,
so place it in an inconspic-
uous spot with a hard rub-
ber door mat underneath it
to keep your deck free of
stains. If grease drips onto
your deck, use a household
cleaner to wipe it clean.

It’s easy to forget that
decks need maintenance
and care just like your lawn
or roof. Routine checks and
taking care of the warning
signs can extend the life of
decks so they can be enjoyed
for years to come.

For more advice on
caring for decks, visit
www.wrcla.org.

Get your
deck

ready for
a season
of fun!



Spring into Easter Shopping!Spring into Easter Shopping!Spring into Easter Shopping!Spring into Easter Shopping!Spring into Easter Shopping!
4th St. Boutique4th St. Boutique4th St. Boutique4th St. Boutique4th St. Boutique

Comfortable Clothing
for Women

219 S. 4th St. ...on the hill
526-8878

Owner Linda Bubenick,
formerly of Village Boutique

S. 4th Street
526-4473

70% O
FF

Fall &
 W

inter it
ems

at

Fall, Winter

& Spring items

30%-75% OFF

The hummers
are coming...!

Welcome them
with a feeder all

their own...
Made in the USA!

533 East Main Street
828-526-3910

birdbarn@frontier.com

at

Also featuring wonderfulAlso featuring wonderfulAlso featuring wonderfulAlso featuring wonderfulAlso featuring wonderful
flowflowflowflowflowers arrangers arrangers arrangers arrangers arrangements andements andements andements andements and

home & ghome & ghome & ghome & ghome & garden decorarden decorarden decorarden decorarden decor.....

133 S. 4th Street • Highlands133 S. 4th Street • Highlands133 S. 4th Street • Highlands133 S. 4th Street • Highlands133 S. 4th Street • Highlands
828-526-8000828-526-8000828-526-8000828-526-8000828-526-8000

Potted HerbsPotted HerbsPotted HerbsPotted HerbsPotted Herbs
are coming!are coming!are coming!are coming!are coming!

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.oakleafhighlands.com.oakleafhighlands.com.oakleafhighlands.com.oakleafhighlands.com.oakleafhighlands.com

consists of disgusting camel
saliva mixed with grains of
sand resembling shrapnel and
an inordinate undigested
amount of crud from their
stomachs that is two days old.
It smells worse than poop.
While sitting around eating
our dates and making sure I
was at least eight feet away
from the nearest camel, I
learned that the traditional
black rope worn on Arabs’
head scarves is used to tie
camel’s feet together. No, no,
no, it’s not a sexual thing.
Shame on you! It’s to keep
camels from wandering off.
Think about it….what do you
tie your camel to….sand? This
black rope is called an Egal.
Also note that the all-white
outfit is typical summer wear
and is called a dishdasha. In
Italy, the Italians call it a disha-
dasha. (Are you writing this
down?)

And here’s a bulletin on
eating dates you probably
don’t know. Never, never,
never eat dates while in the
Middle East. If you do, it will
ruin your date eating
experience forever as they are
to die for. Nothing like that
taste exists in the states.
Anyway, the war didn’t start so
it’s still on my bucket list.

Next week, I’ll be writing
about the sex life of a camel
and will explain why two
humps are always more better
than one. Don’t miss it. Oh,
and I may have made some of
this up. Ya think?

As of today, I’m Moving
Back to Mars and Fred’s new
thriller, Deceived, can be read
on your Kindle or Nook. Enjoy.
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...
WOOLDRIDGE
continued from
page 4

Ladies Fashions &
Accessories ...

Summer & Casualwear!

Liel’s Place ..

398 Main Street
corner of 4th & Main

Jewelry
GALORE at



Spring into Shopping this Easter!Spring into Shopping this Easter!Spring into Shopping this Easter!Spring into Shopping this Easter!Spring into Shopping this Easter!

338 Main St.• 526-4777

355 Main Street (in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

Monday-Saturday • 10-5
828-526-3160

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 72nd season on Main Street

Britt Ryan • Eileen Fisher
Lilly Pulitzer • Nic and Zoe
Skirtin Around • Tyler Boe

Vineyard Vines
Vera Bradley

Classic
Preppy...

not a
trend,
but a

lifestyle!

Men’s
Clothing,

too!

ALL at 1/2 OFF!

Jolie’s ...
Highlands Fun Place to Shop!

446 Main Street ... 828.526.3963

For the
Ladies
and ...

It’s never too early
for Christmas!

...is now open in our new
location

next to AnnaWear
in the Galax Theatre

on Main Street.
Come see us!

357 Main Street
526-3687

Blooming with newBlooming with newBlooming with newBlooming with newBlooming with new
Spring styles!Spring styles!Spring styles!Spring styles!Spring styles!

• Free People
• Hard Tail

• Tulle
Jeans by:

Joe’s
7 for all mankind

Citizens, AG, Hudson

Shoes by Big Buddha
and more!

The ‘Must Have’
Go-To Top in 25

colors and various
styles!

• Pottery
• Rugs

• Pillows
• Lighting

• Lamp Shades
&

Meridith’s Custom
Painting

THE

CUSTOM

HOUSE

AT

CAROLINA WAY

828-526-2665 the boutique |326 Main St.
 828-482-4375

COOBIES
for Spring

NOW $19.99!
Limited Time Offer

Made in the USA

GREAT
New Colors!
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Hours: Monday-Saturday, 8-5 • 526-2395Hours: Monday-Saturday, 8-5 • 526-2395Hours: Monday-Saturday, 8-5 • 526-2395Hours: Monday-Saturday, 8-5 • 526-2395Hours: Monday-Saturday, 8-5 • 526-2395
2460 Cashiers Road, past Highlands Falls CC on the left2460 Cashiers Road, past Highlands Falls CC on the left2460 Cashiers Road, past Highlands Falls CC on the left2460 Cashiers Road, past Highlands Falls CC on the left2460 Cashiers Road, past Highlands Falls CC on the left

Mulches, soils,Mulches, soils,Mulches, soils,Mulches, soils,Mulches, soils,
fertilizers, pottery,fertilizers, pottery,fertilizers, pottery,fertilizers, pottery,fertilizers, pottery,
seeds and bulbs...seeds and bulbs...seeds and bulbs...seeds and bulbs...seeds and bulbs...
and Mand Mand Mand Mand MUUUUUCCCCCH more!H more!H more!H more!H more!

Visit our 2nd location on Flat Mtn. Rd. forVisit our 2nd location on Flat Mtn. Rd. forVisit our 2nd location on Flat Mtn. Rd. forVisit our 2nd location on Flat Mtn. Rd. forVisit our 2nd location on Flat Mtn. Rd. for
stone, rock and bulk mulches and soils!stone, rock and bulk mulches and soils!stone, rock and bulk mulches and soils!stone, rock and bulk mulches and soils!stone, rock and bulk mulches and soils!

Spring Home Improvement

Eliminate Mold, Mildew,Eliminate Mold, Mildew,Eliminate Mold, Mildew,Eliminate Mold, Mildew,Eliminate Mold, Mildew,
& Radon Immediately!& Radon Immediately!& Radon Immediately!& Radon Immediately!& Radon Immediately!

 Call 828-226-9696• www.drycrawlspaces.com

“Save 15%-20% on utilities by encapsulating your
crawlspace!”

“Building on a foundation of integrity

Zac Koenig
General
Manager
(828)

787-1000

zac@koenighomebuilders.com

American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial
• Over 40 Years Experience

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery

(864) 638-9661
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(StatePoint) Spring is
here and it’s time to think
about your garden again.
This year, as you cultivate
your thriving plot, think
about ways to get your
whole family involved in
gardening -- which makes
for a great fresh air activi-
ty. Not only is gardening a
terrific way to spend time
with your kids, but it also
regularly gets them outside
and away from their TVs
and computers. Here are
some tips to get your little
couch potatoes growing
potatoes instead:

Teach
Kids are never too

young to learn how plants
grow and where their food
comes from. In fact, grow-
ing a garden is an ideal
hands-on lesson in life sci-
ence, ecology and nutri-
tion, and is a lot more fun
than simply hitting the
books. However, some of
the concepts of gardening
may be difficult for young-
er kids to grasp. Fun age-
appropriate learning activ-
ities and ideas can be
found online, at such web-

Tips to get
your kids
gardening
this Spring

sites as MiracleGro.com/
kids .

Grow
Giving your kids their

very own gardening
projects will help motivate
them to cultivate their
green thumbs.

A gardening set de-
signed with kids in mind
is a great way to get them
started. For example, Mir-
acle-Gro Kids offers a vari-
ety of flower and vegetable
gardening sets that provide
an optimal environment
for growth, and an oppor-
tunity to watch plants
progress both indoors and
outdoors. Be sure to invest
in age-appropriate tools for
your children to use, so

they can dig in the soil and
water the plants right
alongside you.

Harvest
Now it’s time to enjoy

the fruits of your labor, lit-
erally. Once your plants are
ready for harvest, work
with your kids to find
great-tasting recipes they
will love, incorporating the
foods grown by you. From
vegetable pizza to salad to
fruit smoothies, the nutri-
tious meals you plan and
make together will be ex-
tra satisfying when you
know the ingredients
came from your own back-
yard.

Enjoy
You’ve worked hard

pruning, weeding and
watering your plants, and
now, you have a bloom-
ing garden to show for it.
Don’t forget to teach your
children the importance
of appreciating the beau-
ty of nature. Take a break
to sit back, relax and en-
joy your garden, as you
contemplate what crops
and flowers to include
the following year.

Cultivating your gar-
den and watching it grow
need not be a solitary ac-
tivity this spring. By get-
ting your children in-
volved in the process, you
will teach them valuable
skills they can use for the
rest of their lives.



PULL OUTHighlands Area Upcoming Events
• All libraries in the Fontana Regional Library Sys-

tem will be closed on Friday in recognition of the Good
Friday holiday. We will be open again as usual Satur-
day, April 7, 9am – 5pm.

• At Community Bible Church, Pastor Gary
Hewins answers questions skeptics have formed about
the validity of the resurrectiom of Jesus Christ in “Life-
points ... real life, real answers.”  7 p.m. in the family
auditorium.

• Community Stations of the Cross, at noon. gath-
er at the Catholic Church parking lot. (If rain, meet in
Incarnation Episcopal's main sanctuary)

• Good Friday Liturgy Incarnation Chapel at
1:15PM

Saturday, April 7
• Annual Egg Hunt at the Rec Park at 10 a.m.
• Come and listen to the New Beginnings stories

at the Story Swap on Tuesday, 7:30 pm, at the Ugly
Dog Pub at 294 S. Fourth St. in Highlands. If you have
a special 3-7 minute story to tell or read, sign up at the
pub or call 369-1927. Note – We are back to our sum-
mer start time of 7:30

• Great Vigil of Easter, Incarnation Chapel, 7:30PM
• A Gary Carden Monolgue performance starring

Lara Chew as Mother Jones – considered by some in the
19th Centry to be the most dangerous woman in America
at 6pm at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Stage, 89
Sierra Drive off E. Lakeside. A reception will follow. Tick-
ets are $15 and all proceeds will benefit the UUFF Schol-
arship Fund.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 7.5-mile
moderate-to-strenuous hike with an elevation change of
900 ft. on the Boogerman Trail in Cataloochee Valley in the
Great Smoky Mtns. Park. Call leader Keith Patton, 828-
456-8895, for reservations. Visitors welcome but no pets
please.

• At the ballfield next to the Community Building,
Eggfest, 12-2 p.m. Egg hunt for kids through 5th grade.
Food, fun, games, inflatable slides, bounce house and
more!

Sunday, April 8
• At CBC, Pastor Gary Hewins will preach on

“Raising Questions About the Ressurrection” in the newly
renovated sanctuary with a new 120-seat balcony at 10:45

a.m.
• Easter Sunday Community Sunrise Service 6:45

am at Nature Center Amphitheater.
Mon. April 9
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 4-mile

strenuous hike to Rhapsodie and Dismal Creek falls in
Panthertown with two steep climbs and several stream
crossings. Meet at the Cashiers ball park parking lot near
the post office at 9:30 a.m. Call leader Carl Blozan, 743-
1765, for reservations. The hike is limited to 15 people.

On Monday, May 7 you have the op-
portunity to play the most history rich
club on the Highlands Plateau. The Ro-
tary Club of Highlands is holding their
23rd Annual Golf Tournament at High-
lands Country Club on May 7. An 11am
shotgun start will include lunch at the
turn, a tee gift, silent auction as well as
snacks and beverages on the golf course.
Registration for the event is officially
open by calling Brian Stiehler, tourna-
ment chair at 787-2778. Hole sponsor-
ships are also available for the event and
priced at $100. Other sponsorship op-
portunities are also available.

This 1928 Donald Ross gem was

Rotary Club and Highlands Country
Club partner for May tournament

home to golfing legend, Bobby Jones. He
used the course to practice which helped
him achieve the Grand Slam of golf. That
meant he won the US and British Opens
as well as the US and British Amateur
Tournaments. Highlands CC Head Golf
Professional, Ken Mattis recently said,
"Rotary is a special group and we are
proud to partner with Highlands Rotary
and host the Tournament again this
year." In addition to the Rotary Golf Tour-
nament, Highlands CC is also home to
Annual Bob Jones Invitational, an ama-
teur golf event that raises money for the
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

The Her Impressions exhibi-
tion’s White Fox by Jeanie
Gallup Mottet (pictured) will
be the focal point of the Flow-
er Arrangement division’s In-
terpretaion class at this year’s
Mountains in Bloom Flower
Show, July 13-14, at The Bas-
com.

Priscilla Wilson,
chair of the 2012
Mountains in Bloom
Garden Festival Flow-
er Show is pleased to
announce that this
year’s event will again
be held at The Bascom
on Friday and Satur-
day, July 13 and 14
from 10 am to 5 pm.
The juried flower ar-
rangement and pho-
tography entries will
be showcased
throughout the art
center’s early 1800s
hand hewned post
and beam barn.

Entries are now
being accepted for the
flower arrangement
division and the pho-
tography division.

The Flower Ar-
rangement division
includes six classes: Interpretation; In the
Biedermeier Style; “V” is for Vase; Fired
and Flowered; Mass Blass; Waterfalls of
the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau; Who’s
Wearing Flowers; and the Celebrity Chal-
lenge. Photography classes include “Fo-
cus on Flora” and “Scenic Settings”

The show will also feature juried
horticulture entries in the Dave Drake
Studio Barn. Balentine, the lead spon-
sor for Mountains in Bloom, will present
the award in the Horticulture Division
for most outstanding display of a native
plant, single or collection, that is indig-
enous to the Highlands-Cashiers Pla-
teau.

To submit an entry in the flower ar-
rangement or the photography division,
please visit www.TheBascom.org/moun-
tainsinbloom and visit the flower show
registration page or stop by The Bascom

and pick up a form.
The Mountains in

Bloom Flower Show is
free and open to the
public.

The 14th annual
Mountains in Bloom
Garden Festival is a
multi-day garden festi-
val (July 13-15, 2012)
in the mountain resort
community of High-
lands, NC. More than
1,200 people attended
last year’s event. Moun-
tains in Bloom features
a tour of magnificent
mountain gardens, a
flower show, a Benefac-
tor Tour of the “South-
ern Highlands Re-
serve” in Lake Toxaway
and the “Flower Drum
Song” Benefactor Par-
ty at The Farm at Old
Edwards. Proceeds ben-

efit The Bascom, a nonprofit visual arts
center. For more information, visit
www.TheBascom.org/mountainsin-
bloom or call 828.787.2896.

Balentine is the lead sponsor for the
2012 Mountains in Bloom Garden Festi-
val. Additional support is provided by
Delta Air Lines, Old Edwards Inn and Spa,
The Outdoor Lights, the Laurel Magazine,
Sysco Food Service, Franklin Ford and
Moss Robertson Cadillac.

 The Bascom is open year-round -
Monday through Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm
and Sunday, 12 noon to 5 pm. Enjoy work-
shops, exhibitions, special events and qual-
ity programs throughout the year at The
Bascom. For more information, to regis-
ter for Bascom workshop offerings or for
more details on all Bascom activities, vis-
it www.TheBascom.org or call
828.526.4949.

Be a Part of The Bascom’s 2012
Mountain in Bloom Garden Festival

Call For Flower Show Entries
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Hayden’s Street Dance team the day of their big production.
Hayden and the leader of her adventure through-
out the farm.

Fat & Black - A 7-month journey to become Brazilian
By Hayden Bates

 “B-laaa-ck,” my host father repeated numerous
times with a strong Brazilian accent. “And Gordinha…is
what again in English?” he continued in Portuguese dur-
ing our daily English lesson. “Fat,” I answered.

“Ahh…haha, so you believe that your family from
the US will recognize you now that you’re F-aaa-t and B-
laaa-ck?” he smiled with pride using his new English
vocabulary and laughed to himself. I joined in as well,
remembering the skinny pale girl that had arrived in
Brazil seven months ago.

My American family would soon be arriving for a
week-long tour of my “home” state, Minas Gerais, Brazil
and they would indeed encounter a very different girl
waiting for them at the airport.  Not only have I gained
the common exchange student kilos and a Brazilian tan,
but I have also grown in faith, maturity and confidence.
I am now accustomed to city life, new activities and a

new language.  This year of growing up has had its associ-
ated growing pains, but they are far outweighed by the joys
of new experiences. While this is a year of significant
change, some things will remain constant such as my love
of the Lord, my family, nature, learning and long runs.

I explained to my host family that my mom used to
call me, “a rainha de fruta,” or “fruit queen.” I suppose this
too could be added to the list of things that haven’t changed.
Upon arriving here, I fell in love with the berries that filled
the trees of my local park and stained my hands purple.
Stomach aches were common from the exotic Jabujaca. I
also adore the cherries and mangos that can be found
throughout the city, and I’m currently enjoying guavas as
they come into season.

Each month has presented its unique blessings, and I
have learned to simply enjoy the seasons as they come.
During November and December, when the rains fre-
quently flooded my city, Para de Minas, I learned to appre-
ciate the sunny days.  As temperatures have recently
dropped into the 60’s, we are bundled up and preparing
for the cooler months of autumn.

Observing another natural cycle with greater atten-
tion, I often look up to the night sky, searching for the
same bright stars that illuminate the dark sky back home
and remind me of the friends and family there. I have
watched the moon, hovering over city lights, pass through
its phases seven times, and, just as my favorite fruit trees
change, every season of my exchange offers new challeng-
es and exciting opportunities to grow.

An exchange year offers its share of challenges espe-
cially with language barriers, as fluency and accents ordi-
narily take years to develop, and my deep southern roots
often provide a strong contrast with Brazilian culture.
However, for every challenge I encounter there are nu-
merous joys experienced with each little success.

There are the unexpected language milestones such

as dreaming, watching movies, listening to music or even
cursing in Portuguese. I’d like to think that my occasional
inability to think of English words or my poor English
grammar is more a testament to my success in Portuguese
and a symbol of a new found accommodation.

Portuguese has recently begun to better express my
emotions and thoughts, and I often find words that don’t
fully translate. For example there’s “Aproveita” (defined
as: make the most of, enjoy, take advantage). I repeated this
to myself as I entered my first class with the street dancing
team. “My body will never move like that,” I remember
thinking as I watched the fast pace of the talented crew
complete moves that were most certainly Brazilian. I had
to overcome the immediate urge to run, as I looked to my
new friends.  With big smiles they coaxed me into the
dance studio. After months of practice, the music began,
the curtains opened and the applause from the crowded
auditorium reverberated in my ears; Brazilians are very
animated people. The lights shone brightly on the stage,
“Aproveita,” I repeated to myself and the routine began.  I
have learned to love such moments of success and person-
al progress.

Soon after accepting the invitation to go for a horse-
back ride through my host family’s farm, I reminded my-
self of my inexperience with the sport.  This would be yet
another adventure. Following quick lessons to trot and
even gallop by a cousin half my age, we were declared
ready. The definition of a “good horse” can vary.  To my
cousin, “good horse” meant that it would run without
stopping. Only later did I learn of the many broken bones
that this “good horse” was responsible for. Some things
are better left unknown.

“Aprovieta,” I repeated to myself as we headed for the
distant mountains, traversed rivers, stumbled across wa-

•See JOURNEY page 21
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SAT. APRIL 28 – SUN. APRIL 29
Celebrate Clayton

Main Street, Clayton
WWW.CELEBRATECLAYTON.ORG

SAT. APRIL 28, 8AM
Celebrate Clayton 5K Run
Starts onm Ramey Blvd.

WWW.PEARLSJWC.ORG

FIRST FRIDAY FESTS
May-October
6PM – 8 PM

Downtown Clayton
Shop Clayton/Concert at Rock House Park

SAT. MAY 5
Annual Awakening of the Vines

Tiger Mountain Vineyard
WWW.TIGERWINE.COM

SAT. MAY 12 & SUN. MAY 13,
11:30AM – 4PM

Red Barn Cafe Opening
Tiger Mountain Vineyard

WWW.TIGERWINE.COM

SAT. MAY 19 – SUN, MAY 20
Warrior Dash

Blue Ridge Camp
Mountain City, GA

WWW.WARRIORDASH.COM

FRI. JUN 22 – SUN. JUN 24
Chattooga River Festival

WWW.CHATTOOGARIVERFESTIVAL.COM

SAT. JULY 21, 6PM-9PM

4th Annual Clayton Crawl
Main Street, Clayton

WWW.CLAYTONCRAWL.ORG

SAT. OCT 6, 10AM -5PM
Foxfire Mountaineer Festival

WWW.FOXFIREMOUNTAINEER.ORG

SAT. OCT 27, 10AM – 1PM
Halloween Hay Day

SAT. OCT 27, 1PM
Halloween Trick or Treat

Main Street, Clayton

SAT. NOV. 17, 5PM-7PM
Festival of  Trees Preview Party
Rabun County Civic Center

WWW.RABUNCIVICCENTER.COM

THURS. NOV 22, 8AM
Clayton Clucker’s Turkey Trot

FRI. NOV 23, 5PM – 8PM
Christmas in Clayton

FRI. NOV 23,11AM-6PM &
SAT. NOV 24, 10AM-5PM

Holiday Shopping Extravaganza and
Festival of  Trees

Rabun County Civic Center
WWW.RABUNCIVICCENTER.COM

SAT. DEC 1, 5PM
Christmas Parade

Main Street, Clayton
WWW.GAMOUNTAINS.COM

Clayton Merchants & Business Assoc. Events
www.downtownclaytonga.org

 While participating in the Carnival events, Hay-
den was  able to try on the “fantasias” or costumes
that are often used in the “desfiles” or parades that
take place in the roads.

terfalls and often became
a bit “pergidas” or lost.
This adventure took us on
roads throughout the
countryside with the smell
of cattle, fresh fruit and
coffee creating a uniquely
Brazilian combination. As
a respite from the gallop-
ing, we slowed enough to
acknowledge the colorful
homes of neighbors who
shared afternoon coffee,
children playing in the
roads with handmade soc-
cer balls with the classic
Namar (the Brazilian soc-
cer phenomenon) hair-
cut, enormous ant hills
and the cows and chick-
ens wandering about. Ven-
turing through the vast
farms, I decided mangos
taste even better with a lit-
tle dirt and on horseback.
“Foi uma adventura,” (It
was an adventure) I said
with a smile as we arrived
back to the farm house
hours after we were expect-
ed to return. The smile was
not a simple result of sur-
viving the past four hours,
with my mud-covered ten-
nis shoes, thorn-scratched
arms, and hands aching
from anxious rein holding.
I smiled with genuine hap-
piness. I was in Brazil.\

My exchange here in
Brazil has taught me to
embrace adventures as
they come, such as the New
Years celebration. Despite
my previous misconcep-
tions, I have learned that
weekends are not a time
to rest and that returning
home to roosters crowing
is not uncommon. New
Years, like so many other
Brazilian celebrations,
ended as the sun rose. The
night included the eating
of numerous courses of
rice and beans (the daily
duo), churrasco (bar-
beque) that included ev-
erything from pigs’ noses
to chickens’ hearts, and
our favorite dulce de leite
(sweet caramel dessert).
After individual instruc-
tion from every host broth-
er, cousin, father and old

man of the town, we
danced the Brazilian Forro
and Samba until dawn. Par-
ticipating in the Brazilian
tradition, I wore white and
ate 3 grapes while making
three “pegidas” (requests)
to God. As we “Ching-Ch-
ing-ed” (said cheers) to the
New Year, screams broke
out among the party, and I
soon found myself hiding
in the bathroom from the
fireworks that rained down
upon the family farm.

Brazilians enjoy any
chance to throw a party, ex-
emplified well by the infa-
mous week of Carnival.
Throughout this week, work
ends, roads are blocked off
and parties and parades
take place from dusk until

dawn. This week has con-
firmed my belief that Bra-
zilians have a seemingly su-
perhuman source of ener-
gy and they love to dance in
a manner that appears to be
more wild jumping and
running than anything else.
I couldn’t help but believe I
was a bit Brazilian as we
danced through the crowd-
ed streets, alongside the
elaborate parades that
looked out on the ocean
shore.  Only in Brazil.

While enjoying new
traditions and experiences
with friends and family in
my new home, I have
learned to also  appreciate
the incredible family,
friends and supportive
community I left back

home. Though many miles
away, I still enjoy my long
walks and fresh fruit from
my local park. I appreciate
sunrises and sunsets across
the skyline of my city, above
the farmland and on the
beautiful beaches. I am
learning to relax and enjoy

naps, daily café, and to
pray…a lot.  This time
abroad has taught me to
embrace new adventures,
whether it be horseback
riding across the farm or the
week of Carnival at the
coast. If I keep up my cur-
rent pace, I will return home

with a small savings ac-
count, big duffels, many ki-
los gained and incredible
memories. Yes, I am happi-
ly fat, black and very Bra-
zilian.

Grande Abraços! ( Big
hugs to you all!)

... JOURNEY continued from page 20
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• HEALTH MATTERS •

Over the past thirty
years there has been a
great deal of debate as to

whether resistance training is an
appropriate form of exercise for
children and teenagers.  Most
concerns with resistance train-
ing for children (teens are also
grouped in the category of chil-
dren) have centered on the per-
ceived possible damage that

Resistance training for children: What you should know

R. Garrett Tandy, Jr.
hattersboy1@yahoo.com

might occur to the child’s body.
While many people could see the
benefits of children using resis-
tance training as a mode of exer-
cise, many parents and health
practitioners felt the dangers of re-
sistance training outweighed the
benefits.  Amongst many, the big-
gest concern society had with re-
sistance training for children in
regards to safety was damage to the

child’s growth plate.  However,
over the past fifteen years or so in-
surmountable research has been
done concerning the safety of re-
sistance training.  Nearly all of this
research has been deemed a ben-
eficial and safe avenue for child
exercise.  So… here is what you
need to know about it!

Resistance training is a very
effective form of exercise for chil-

dren.  Resistance
training can help
improve a child’s
motor skills, body
composition, self-
esteem, strength
and athletic per-
formance.  At a
time when society
has placed a huge
concern on fight-
ing obesity while
children are lead-
ing sedentary life-
styles, resistance
training is a very
beneficial form of exercise that can
help reduce obesity and improve
cardiovascular health.  Resistance
training has been shown to en-
hance children’s mood and give
children a better perception of self.
Also, when a child’s exercise pro-
gram is designed properly, it can
aid children in learning proper
body mechanics, enhancing their
motor skills, thus improving their
sport performance.

Most importantly, resistance
training for children IS SAFE!  In
fact, it is a safer form of exercise
than participation in youth ath-
letics.  More injuries occur to the
growth plate in both contact and
non contact sports than resistance
training activities, especially when
the resistance training programs
are designed and observed prop-
erly. Further more, resistance

training pro-
grams for chil-
dren can help
prevent injuries!

Most inju-
ries related to
childhood resis-
tance training
occur when chil-
dren workout at
home unsuper-
vised.  Often
times the biggest
culprit of injury
in these circum-
stances occurs

when children drop weights and
other equipment.  Resistance
training programs for children
become even safer when the ra-
tio of supervision to participants
is lower and exercises are func-
tional in nature.  Those design-
ing a resistance program for chil-
dren should have either a degree
or certification in fitness and a
firm understanding of the cog-
nitive, emotional and physical
needs of children.  Also, a child-
hood resistance training program
should focus more on learning
the proper performance of exer-
cises and increasing repetitions
as opposed to increasing the
weight or the amount of resis-
tance.

• R. Garrett Tandy Jr. M.A.Ed.,
Titlest Performance Institute
CGFI, Personal Trainer

... STANDSTILL from page 1

•See STANDSTILL page 25

Committee whose first meeting will be early in December. Frye then
presented potential insurance rate increases as outlined by Wayah.

According to Frye, Wayah Insurance has told the town its rates
will increase from 5% to 20% for FY 2012-‘13 but a definitive percent-
age and cost won’t be available until April 13.

Using the current year’s figures as a baseline, a 5% increase would
mean a $14,050 more; a 10% increase would mean a $28,100 more,
and a 20% increase would mean a $56,200 increase to the town’s
employee benefit expense.

Frye suggested three scenarios in capping employee dependent
coverage for FY 2012-‘13. Cap it at the current year’s expenditure of
$281,000, with employees paying anything above that; capping it to
next year’s projected expenditure cost which will be known on April
13; or capping it somewhere between what the town pays now and
what it is projected to pay in FY 2012-‘13.
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its

gentle touch.

• Dental Implants
• Root Canal Therapy
• Single Visit Crowns

• Orthodontics including Invisalign
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions

and of course Fillings and Cleanings!
(IV Sedation, too)

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

Advertise in Highlands’ Newspaper where your
message will be seen on the streets and on the web at

www.highlandsnewspaperPDF.com
Call 526-3228 or email: highlandseditor@aol.com

By Ryan Potts
The Highlands Biddy League Eagles

and the Highlands Junior League Eagles
made history last Tuesday by becoming
the first two Highlands teams to win Ma-
con County League Championships in the
same season. In addition to both teams
earning championships, they both fin-
ished the season unblemished, which is
also noteworthy in that Highlands has also
never had two undefeated county league
teams in the same season.

The Biddy League Eagles, coached by
Ryan Gearhart and Justin Watson, finished
their season at 14-0 with a win in the
championship against the Franklin Yel-

Highlands youth teams make
history with undefeated seasons

low Jackets. The Eagles won their champi-
onship in a thrilling game that finished with
a 27-25 score. Representing the Eagles were
Destin Gearhart, Colby Harris, Sage Potts,
Jordan Powell, Jimmy Passmore, Pablo Jime-
nez, Taj Roman and Noah Carver.

The Junior League Eagles, coached by
Carla Gates and Brent Harris, also finished
their season with a record of 14-0. They de-
feated the Franklin Yellow Jackets by 18 in
their championship game in an outstand-
ing performance. The Eagles roster consist-
ed of Mattson Gates,Joey Harris, Harrison
Shomaker, Cole Wilkes, Drew Chalker, Ben
Avery, Caden Smolarsky, Logan Houston
and Luke Nix.

Pictured this week are the Junior League Eagles, with coaches Carla Gates and
Brent Harris.



PULL OUT
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172• 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship – 11

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. Fourth Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: School 9:30 a.m.; Morning Worship 10:45 a.m., Evening

Worship, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m.

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376

Sun: School 9:45 a.; Worship10:50 a.; Youth Group 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 –

Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)

HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell

2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;

Worship/Communion – 10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Choir – 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin

828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor: Clayton Lopez • 828-743-9704

Independent Bible Church
Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big Ridge

Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH

Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor – Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 11 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6
p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA

Church: 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011

Worshipping at the facilities of Whiteside Presbyterian Church,
Cashiers

Sun.: Holy Communion - 9 a.m.; Adult Forum - 10:45 at Buck’s
Coffee Cafe, Cashiers

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church

Thurs.: Women’s Prayer Group - 10 a.m., Whiteside Presbyterian
Church; Healing Service at noon

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30 am: Adult Sunday School

10:30 am: Middle School; 10:45 am: Children’s Program,. Worship
Service. 12:30 pm Student Arts Group, 5 p.m. HS

Wed.: 6pm: CBC University Program
EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

526-2968 • Reverend Bruce Walker
Sunday: Education for children & adults and choir rehearsal

beginning at 9:00am. Holy Eucharist Rite II Service held at 10:30am
in the Main Nave of the Church.

Monday: 4 p.m. Women’s Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Men’s Cursillo Group; Bible Study 10:30 a.m.

Reverend Howard L’Enfant
Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Charles Harris, Pastor • 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.; Evening Worship
6:30

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m.,
Prayer Meeting – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:15-8:15 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor

Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun. School – 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays – Choir – 7

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

Bible Study – 6 pm
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD

• PLACES TO WORSHIP •John 3:16 Proverbs 3:5
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• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

Consider the whimsical ostrich. A bird swift afoot
that cannot fly, quite ungainly in appearance and
movement, an excellent source of protein and hat

plumage, and all of this while they practice a quite silly
method of dealing with danger. They hide from it (or so
they think). If they find themselves losing the footrace
from danger, they bury their head in the sand as if to say
that if I cannot see the danger, then it cannot see me. If I
can’t see it, it is not there.

Too often we humans tend to mimic the behavior of
the ostrich when there is a portion of God’s Word, the
Bible, that doesn’t sit well with us. We avert our eyes from
those godly standards or biblical truths that call for more
than we are willing to give. Whether the passage deals
with judgment, our favorite sin or the sin of others, or
perhaps a “too hard to believe” miracle we are wont to
believe that if we don’t see or if we just ignore it, then it’s
not there. Employing a variation of the ostrich technique
we rationalize things away as if they don’t exist.

Christians are not guiltless in this regard either. Shar-
ing the good news of Jesus Christ’s resurrection, loving
one another as we love ourselves, believing inexplicable
miracles, biblical morality, and giving God a tithe of in-
come, seem to be examples of dangers to be avoided in the
venerable tradition of the ostrich, according to general
church behavior. How sad?

Why do we avert our eyes, so to speak? Perhaps be-
cause we hope that whatever it is will either change or just
go away? Or, maybe because we just don’t like the idea of
being obedient, of having anyone other than ourselves
authoritative in our lives? Whatever the case, this “Ostri-
chian Philosophy” does not serve us, the Church, the
world, or God well. As ostriches soon find out from lurk-
ing predators, hiding from danger does not make it any
less dangerous. Indeed, oftentimes the act of averting the
eyes or burying the head actually hastens disaster.

In the book of Acts, chapter 20, the apostle Paul is
quoted as saying, “I have not hesitated to proclaim the
whole counsel (will) of God.” Paul’s point was that the
good, the bad and the ugly commandments, behaviors,
etc. have been and will continue to be part of his teaching,
just as they are integral to the Good News itself. As we
finish Lent and move into Holy Week, to the Resurrection
and beyond, let us be resolute in considering the “whole
counsel of God.” For the sake of ourselves and for that of
others. Let us be mindful of not only the niceties of our
Christian faith but also of the unsettling portions. Let us
lift our heads out of the sand and really avert the danger
that lurks, fixing our eyes on the One risen above. Then
we will be truly safe.

Ostrichian
philosophy

Father Jim Murphy
Christ Anglican Church



Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, April 5, 2012 - 828-526-3228 - Page 25... STANDSTILL continued from page 22
Mayor David Wilkes said the more

transparent the process is the more em-
ployees will understand what goes into
these kinds of decisions and how the im-
plications affect everyone. Commission-
er Brian Stiehler said there are more cre-
ative ways of dealing with this rather than
just axing the whole thing.

The other big issues Tuesday night
involved the Planning.

The Unified Development Ordi-
nance was supposed to be adopted but was
tabled once again due to a number of in-
consistencies found by Commissioners
Amy Patterson and John Dotson and be-
cause Patterson wanted more discussion
concerning the relationship between the
Town Manager and the Zoning/Planning
Director.

Inconsistencies in the UDO includ-
ed home-based and home occupation
businesses in zones R1, R2 and R3 as well
as the new Conditional Overlay Zoning
ordinance.

The Planning Board discussed initi-
ating the new Conditional Overlay Zone
(to replace the Conditional Use Zoning
part of the ordinance) over several meet-
ings. The new zone could be used to cir-
cumvent the normal underlying zone re-
quirements on a piece of property so uses
not usually allowed in the underlying zone
might be allowed with Town Board su-
pervision and control.

The problem is, unlike the Fencing
and Lighting ordinances that were OK’d
Tuesday night with public hearings set for
May 1, the Planning Board’s recommen-
dations about the Conditional Overlay
Zone never made it back to the Town Board
for discussion or a public hearing prior to
inclusion in the UDO.

“The UDO was suppose to reflect
what was in our existing code, in other
words, all the previous ordinances were
to be in it minus new ordinances that may
come along the way,” said Dotson.

Town Attorney Bill Coward agreed
that more discussion was needed concern-
ing the Conditional Overlay Zone, as well
as other issues and reminded the board
that every time a major change is made to
the UDO a public hearing is required.

Commissioner Gary Drake asked
Commissioners Patterson and Dotson to
compile a list of inconsistencies and is-
sues so that they can be dealt with at the
April 17 Town Board meeting and the
UDO can be passed once and for all.

The other Planning issue concerned
the temporary encroachment of four, 2-
top tables in the public right-of-way in front
of SweeTreat Deli on S. 4th. Street.

At its March 23 meeting, the Plan-

ning Board was asked to make a recom-
mendation about allowing the tables, and
though everyone agreed outside dining is a
plus, per the town’s ordinance, temporary
encroachments aren’t allowed on public
sidewalks.

Placement of the tables leaves the re-
quired minimum five feet of walking space
for pedestrians, which is supposed to be
applied when private property borders town
property, but in this case, it’s beside the
point since it’s illegal.

Carlton said his neighbors – White
Oak Realty Group and Richard Delaney,
CEO of Old Edwards Hospitality Group –
have no problem with his request. This was
reiterated Tuesday night by Commissioner
Drake who said he got positive feedback
from neighboring businesses.

But at the Planning Board meeting,
member Linda Clark asked “How can we
recommend something to the Town Board
if it’s prohibited by the ordinance? Are we
supposed to suggest changes to the ordi-
nance? I just can’t make recommedations
about something that is prohibited.”

The ordinance concerning permanent
and temporary encroachments on town
sidewalks and rights-of-way is about 30
years old and Carlton suggested the town
look at changing the ordinance to reflect
modern times.

He also noted that the rocking chairs
in front of Highlands Inn are on the town
sidewalk and leave little room for pedestri-
an traffic.

Years ago, when requests for benches
on sidewalks – public and private — was
first brought up, the board said the rocking
chairs could stay because they’d been there
before ordinances were adopted and so were
grandfathered in.

Benches like at Paoletti’s, tables and
chairs like at The Ugly Dog Public House,
and outside merchandise like at the Dutch-
man are allowed on private property as long
as they don’t encroach on town property
which is the public sidewalk.

Clabo said Town Attorney Coward said
the way the ordinance is now written, the
tables and chairs at SweeTreat Deli are not
allowed and if the town allows them, it isn’t
enforcing its ordinance and it will be set-
ting a precedent.

Instead of requiring them to be re-
moved, Tuesday night the board charged
staff to make a list of all items on sidewalks
– public and private – and to present it at
the April 17 meeting. At that time they will
discuss the issue again.

In the meantime, the board agreed to
allow the tables and chairs on the sidewalk
until the next meeting.

– Kim Lewicki
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By Ryan Potts
The Lady Highlander soccer

team traveled to Tallulah Falls on
Tuesday to face the Lady Indians
in a non-conference matchup. The
Lady Highlanders were able to use
their speed to dominate possession
early, and were finally able to take
the lead after a corner kick from

• HS GIRLS SOCCER & BASEBALL •
Soccer and baseball teams win first games of season

Photos courtesy of High Country Photo

Baseball. Pictured are: Emily Murphy, Juliane Buras, Delania Webb, Savannah Taylor, Paige Moss,
Gabrielle Tilson, Emily Shuler, Ann Marie Crowe, Kassie Vinson, Rachael Foster, Desiray Schmitt,
Autumn Houston, Kristin Grimm, Rebecca Clark, April Moss, Coaches: Stephanie Smathers, Kevin
Vinson and Jenna Schmitt and Ryan Gearhart.

Soccer. Pictured are: Ann-Marie Osteen, Ashlee Maitland, Rebekah Parks, Emily Gabbard, Rebecca
Johnson, Ellie Kate Beavers, Cara Hedden, Bella Lupoli, Taylor Hunter, Cali Smolarsky, Ashley Nichols,
Karoline Shomaker, Caroline Christy, Emily Munger, Mary-Gillan Renfro, Jenny Coram, Jessie Tilson,
Kirstyn Lamb, Sayne Feria, Stephanie Smart, Colin Weller: Manager, Whitney Billingsley: Manager,
Coaches Jeff Weller and Christy Weller. The identity of everyone in the photo was not available by
press time.

Emily Munger ricocheted off of a
Tallulah Falls defender into the net
for a 1-0 lead. The Lady Highland-
ers then doubled their lead just be-
fore the half on a lengthy goal from
Freshman Kirstyn Lamb. In the sec-
ond half, Highlands was able to
pour it on, getting another goal from
Lamb and two header goals from

Sophomore Rebekah Parks, and
Freshman goalie Ashlee Maitland
held Tallulah Falls scoreless in goal
for the 5-0 victory. The Lady High-
landers outshot the Lady Indians
42-3 for the game.

The Highlander baseball team
traveled to Cherokee Tuesday to

face the Braves in a Smoky Moun-
tain Conference matchup. The High-
lander bats were alive and well early
in the game, as Isaac Beavers was
able to drive in the first of his three
RBI’s and give Highlands an early
lead. The early lead was all the High-
landers would need, as Freshman

pitcher Davis Moore was very
sharp in a complete game effort for
Highlands. Moore received a great
deal of support from his teammates
in the form of 11 runs, as the High-
lander offense was able to provide
a comfortable margin in an 11-3 vic-
tory.

er submitting a joint application
requesting the release of funds
from the Public School Building
Capital Fund, which is the Lottery
distribution.

For Macon County the dam-
age looks like this:

• Flexibility cut FY-11-12:-
$1,264,969;

• Estimated Flexibility Cut: -
$1,483,397;

• Estimated increase schools
give back: -$218,428;

• EduJobs money given to
Macon County: $1,022,720;

• EduJobs money in FY 11-12:
$221,851.

Macon County EduJob mon-
ey drop is -$440,279.

“We have been anticipating
the discretionary cut and have at-
tempted to save every penny pos-
sible in our local, state and federal
funding streams to offset the state
cuts to PK-12,” said Macon Coun-
ty Schools Superintendent Dr.
Dan Brigman. “This coming bud-
get year is a repeat of the current
budget year where we had a $1.2
million discretionary cut when
the General Assembly passed the
state reductions down to the local
level. We have now exhausted all
federal stimulus, stabilization and
JOBS funds which preserved edu-
cational services throughout our
school system.”

An explanation of the various
cuts follows:

Flexibility Cut FY 11-12: The
money school systems had to give
back to the state in the fiscal year
that began July 1, 2011. School sys-
tems receive funding based on the
number of students they serve.
Flexibility cuts require they hand
a portion of that money back.

Estimated Flexibility Cut: The
amount of money school systems
will have to hand back to the state
in the fiscal year that begins July
1, 2012, if lawmakers do not make
changes to the state budget.

Estimated increase in reduc-
tion: The estimated increase in
dollars school systems will have
to hand back between fiscal year
‘12-’13 and fiscal year ‘11-’12. It is
based on current year enrollment
numbers, so final tallies will shift
when new enrollment figures are
available.

EduJobs money given to
schools: EduJobs was a federal
grant program designed to keep
school districts from firing teach-
ers. It expires this summer.

EduJobs money in FY 11-12:
The total amount of EduJobs fund-
ing school districts had available
to use in FY 11-12. Any money left
over can be used until September
of this year.

Jobs schools funded with Edu-
Jobs: The number of jobs in each
district, as counted by the State
Dept. of Public Instruction, which
each school district paid for with
the federal funding. This number
is calculated in “full time equiva-
lent” positions. Two half-time jobs
equals one full-time job.

Schools drop in funding: The
total amount of money that school
systems have to work with in the
current fiscal year which they
stand to lose if lawmakers do not
change the state budget.

The General Assembly wrote
a two-year budget June of 2011.
Budgets are usually adjusted in the
second year. How much can be
adjusted to compensate for the
budget cuts is unknown.

– Kim Lewicki

... FUNDING continued from page 1



Larry Rogers
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking
Trackhoe Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities

(828) 526-2874
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Call for your Appointment Today • 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Shear Elevations!

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements

Updated interior, Same Staff, Same Top-Notch Services

 

Call for an

appointment today!

  Images Unlimited is now...

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main”
Highlands, NC (828) 526-3939

Open
Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo
Stylist: Heather D. Escandon

Stylist: Christa Hooper

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Wed. - Sat. at 10 a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Manicures,
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Highlands PD log entries from March 22. Only
the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor, or public officials have been used.

March 22
• At 1:20 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle

accident at Cobb Road.
• At 11:30 p.m., officers on patrol found an open

window at Highlands School..
March 25
• At 2:17 p.m., Taylor Thomas Earman, 36, of

Highlands, was arrested for DWI on Lower Lake Road.
March 27
• At 12:20 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle

accident at Spring and Church streets.
March 28
• A breaking and entering of a home on Horse

Cove Road was reported. Nothing was missing, but
video surveillance revealed 2 males and 3 females
entered the home. The case is under investigation.

March 29
• At 10:20 p.m., officers responded to the report of

a fight between to men at N. 4th St. No charges were
made.

March 30
• At 3:33 p.m., officers assisted a motorist with a

dead battery on Main Street.
March 31
• At 2 p.m., officers told people selling puppies on

Main Street to desist.
April 1
• At 9:20 p.m., officers on patrol found an open door

at Highlands Country Club.
• At 11:25 p.m., officers responded to a noise

complaint at The Ugly Dog Public House.
• During the week, police officers responded to 8

alarms and issued 17 citations.

• POLICE & FIRE •
Highlands F&R Dept. log entries from  March

19.
March 19
• At 1:36 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to

Main Street where a woman fell down a set of stairs. She
was taken to the hospital.

March 20
• At 1:45 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a

residence at Highlands View concerning an allergic reaction
to a sting. The person was taken to the hospital.

• At 3:48 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to
Persimmon Lodge Road where someone had fallen and
broken their hip. They were taken to the hospital.

March 22
• At 11:35 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a

residence on Hammond Road.
• At 3:45 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a

residence on Dendy Orchard Road.
• At 4:09 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to

Main Street where a woman had fallen. She was taken to
the hospital.

March 25
• At 8:39 a.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle

accident on Club House Trail where the driver drove into
a ditch.

March 27
• At 7:29 p.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to

Cashiers on a controlled burn on Yellow Mountain.
April 3
• At 10:30 a.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to

Cashiers concerning a controlled burn of 100 acres on
Yellow Mountain.

April 4
• At 8:30 a.m., the dept., was first-responders to a

residence on NC 106. The patient was taken to the hospital.

Last week, students from Highlands School Great Beginnings class got tours of
the Fire and Police Departments. After the Fire Dept. tour, they road over to the
Police Dept. in in the hook and ladder truck.

Photo by Kim Lewicki



You know us as RUNNERS, but
don’t forget we are also NC
REAL ESTATE BROKERS.

You can count on us every step
of the way to get you to the
finish line. We train hard for

races, and we will work equally
hard for you!

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

HELP WANTED

FRESSERS EATERY NOW HIRING TEAM PLAYERS.
Servers must be experienced and have good references.Please

• Service Directory •$17 weekly – add $5 for color

CLASSIFIEDS – $6 FOR 10 WORDS, 20 CENTS EACH WORD AFTER, ADD A HIGHLIGHT FOR $2
come by Helen's Barn location to fill out an application or drop off a
resume.

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH END RETAIL CLOTHING
STORE IN HIGHLANDS. Part time to full time. Must work

weekends.Retail clothing sales experience preferred. Please call
828-526-4407. (st. 2/29)

ESTATE SALE
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Garage: (828) 526-9805
Cell: (828) 342-0583

Towing: (828) 526-0374
TIRE • BRAKES • OIL CHANGES • TUNE UPS

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd.

• Units Available •

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop

Please Call for hours & directions
526-9743 • Highlands

Custom Quilts
Fabrics, Notions

Now Open!
Highlands Barber Shop

288 Franklin Road
526-1699

Hours: 8:30-4:30 Tues.-Fri.
Sat. 9-1

515 Wyanoak Drive • Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268

tinacrogers@frontier.com

Michael David Rogers
Native grown trees and plants

Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance
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CLASSIFIEDS
call 828-787-1673. (st. 2/29)

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

SMALL FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR LEASE RIVER
RUN II Washer Dryer Large Deck. Walking distance to Skiing, Swim-
ming, Restaurants, Exercise Amenities , Meeting rooms and Red Bird
Public Golf Coarse $550 a month annual/$850 Seasonal 561-626-
7467. (4/18)

2B/2B + LOFT – Large Apartment in town on Carolina Way.
New appliances. $1,200/month. Call 828-526-4646. (st. 3/29).

COMMERCIAL -- In Town on Carolina Way. 1,480 sq. ft.
Attractive buildout. $1,500/month. Call to see. 828-526-4646 (st. 3/
29)

2BR/2BA  FURNISHED CONDO IN TOWN. $800 per month.
Call 828-342-4277 (st. 3/22)

VACATION RENTAL: Architect’s private home with stunning
features. Three bedrooms, plus den, three full baths, and an open
living area, two stone fireplaces and two decks overlooking stream
and private stocked trout pond. Full Privacy. Designer furnished.
Walking distance to town. Rate dependant on term. Non smokers
only. Deposit required. Weekly, monthly or yearly rental. Call 770-
639-2682. (5/30)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

$149,000 -- 3 bed, 2 bath manufactured home. 6 miles from
downtown in Clear Creek/Blue Valley. 3.55 acres. Workshop. Closing
cost assistance. 828-526-8191 (5/2)

COMMERCIAL SPACE PLUS RESIDENTIAL APT. -- 535
N. 4th St. In town. Great location. $285,000. Fresh remodel. Business
upstairs, one-bedroom apartment downstairs. Call 770-827-0450.
(St. 2/8)

SATURDAY APRIL 7TH - 8am- 3pm. 120 Log Bridge Circle.
Highlands, NC.

WANTED

DEPENDABLE HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED for rental home
in Highlands - please call 404-323-9444. (st. 3/22)

FAMILY WITH SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS IN HIGH-
LANDS LOOKING FOR HOME WITH LEASE OPTION. Range
$1,250 to $3,000 per month depending on location and size. Please

Med/Surg RN
Inpatient Coder

Emergency Room RN
Part Time Charge Nurse

PRN Dietary Aide
PRN Cook
Unit Clerk

2012 Town of Highlands
Boards and Committee

Vacancies
The Town of Highlands has current and

upcoming vacancies for the following Town
Boards and Committees:

1. Zoning Board ~ 1 Alternate position
2. Planning Board ~ 3 openings
3. Appearance Commission ~ 2 openings
4. Scholarship Committee ~ 2 openings
Board and Committee applications can be

accessed at www.highlandsnc.org or at Town
Hall.  For more information, feel free to con-
tact the Town of Highlands at 828.526.2118.
(4/26)

Grading & Excavating • Certified Clearwater Contractor
www.wilsongrading.com

Edwin Wilson
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Phone (828) 526-4758
Cell (828) 421-3643

2/2 SINGLE-WIDE WITH GREAT VIEW AND PRIVACY,
backs to national forest and move-in ready. $89,000. 526.1971or
482.2050.

$103,000! LOWER CLEAR CREEK. 5.5 miles from Main Street.
2 Lots .55 & .95 acres. Septics installed. Borders National Forest.
2005 2/bed, 2/bath. Very cozy with fabulous view. Call 828-482-
2050. (st. 11/11)

ITEMS FOR SALE

RIDING LAWN MOWER -- Husqvarna yth2348 with Trash Trailer.
Lightly used. $1,200. Call 526-4067. (4/5)

SERVICES

MASSAGE THERAPY – Pain relief/relaxation. NC License
#1498. Deborah Woodham. 526-9178. (4/25)

AVON - for catalogs & orders, call local sales representative
Amy Jenkins Ramey 342-2279.

ACUPUNCTURE & HEALING ARTS — Herbs, bodywork,
women’s health, healthy weight,  all ailments, wellness.  828-526-
0743. (7/19)

HIGHLANDS CLEANING SERVICES – house, office, auto.
Expert floor restorer,minor repairs. For estimates call 828.526.1971.

HANDYMAN SERVICE – electrical, plumbing, pressue
cleaning, painting, carpentry, yardwork. References. Call Al Edgar at
332-7271 (cell) or 369-6245.(st. 3/8)

CRAWLSPACE MOISTURE PROBLEMS? Musty smell in
your home? Call 828-787-1673. (St. 4/28)

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES – Complete
Landscaping Company, Design, Installation and Maintenance. Also
featuring Plants, Trees, Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork,
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-Tie work. 20 years
serving Highlands area. 828-526-2251.

215 N. 4th St. • Highlands
(828) 526-2412 • www.schmittbuilders.com

 Renovations & Remodels
Fire & Water Damage
Commercial Projects



Page 30 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, April 5, 2012 - 828-526-3228

• BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NEWS •

PULL

791 Ulco Drive • Franklin, NC
Office: (828) 369-9781 • Fax: (828) 524-

Ask about our oil rubbed
7” River Recovered Antique Heartpine

NOW AT OVER 50% OFF!
Solid Unfinished – Starting at $0.89

Solid Pre-finished – Starting at $1.29
Laminate – Starting at $1.09

Vinyl – Starting at $0.77

Now Offering Cabinets
(SOLID WOOD)

Unfinished Red Oak and Hickory builder- grade options,
as well as Pre-finished custom  cabinets at big-box

store non-wood prices!

The Original Zickgraf Flooring Outlet

Even better than before!
Same building, just 2 doors down

Featuring: Hardwood, Engineered,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

Unbelievable Prices!
Ready to Go!

Left: The Macon County Re-
publican Party held its Annual
Convention Saturday, March 31,
at the Macon County Communi-
ty Building in Franklin. About 60
members attended.

Representative and Speaker
Pro-Tempore Dale Fowell was the
Keynote Speaker. Senator Jim
Davis also spoke. The Marin Corps
League Color Guard presented the
colors and Lt. Colonel John Craw-
ford (Ret.) (Airforce Reserves) led
the Pledge of Allegiance. GOP
Chairman Chris Murray present-
ed Mr. Crawford with a medallion
with the original "Army Air Corps
emblem in appreciation for his
service to country.

The annual convention is re-
quired by both Republican and
Democrat parties to handle their
required yearly business. The Gem
Country Republican Women's
Club served light breakfast foods
for the event.

Right: The Rotary Club of
Highlands honored the March
Highlands School Scholars of

the Month at its March 27
meeting. Shown with High-
lands school counselor, Tho-
mas Jessup, and Rotary club

president, Bill Futral, are the
High School winner, Taylor
Hunter, Elementary School
winner, Mary Eliza Tate and

Middle School winner, Carrie
McClure.

Photo by Carol Bowen

Left: Last week the DARE
Graduation was held for the
Highlands School fifth grade.
Police Officer Ronnie Castle
taught the classes. Teachers are
Tracy Hedden and Christine
Murphy. The program teaches
children the importance of
staying off drugs and alcohol.

GOP Chairman Chris Murray presented Mr. Crawford with a
medallion with the original "Army Air Corps emblem in appre-
ciation for his service to country.

Macon County GOP holds annual convention

Rotary honors
March scholars

Fifth graders graduate from D.A.R.E. program
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Helens Barn Ave

Civic
Center

Rec Park

Newspaper

Rest
Rooms

Carolina Way
Play

House
Town Hall

EMS

H w y
64w

The Bascom
 Covered
 Bridge

GAS

GAS

GAS

To Nature Ctr >
& Sunset Rock

Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

H-C Players

H-C Chamber Music

Police

78

Hwy. 64w to:

     ///
Bridal Veil Falls
Dry Falls
Cliffside Lake
Bust Your Butt Falls
Cullasaja Falls

84
85

“Ace is the Place!”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Custom Picture Framing • Art Pottery
• Jewelry • Home Decor

“We’re All About Birds”
Next door to

Mountain Fresh Grocery
at The Falls on Main

828-526-3910

Village Square • Oak at 5th
526-3901 • 800-526-3902

Needlepoint
of

Highlands

Barbara B. Cusachs

Enjoy
Wine

Tastings
every

Saturday
afternoon

Country Club PropertiesCountry Club PropertiesCountry Club PropertiesCountry Club PropertiesCountry Club Properties
“Y“Y“Y“Y“Your local hometownour local hometownour local hometownour local hometownour local hometown

Real Estate professionals.”Real Estate professionals.”Real Estate professionals.”Real Estate professionals.”Real Estate professionals.”

3 Offices 828-526-25203 Offices 828-526-25203 Offices 828-526-25203 Offices 828-526-25203 Offices 828-526-2520
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.CCPHighlandsNC.com.CCPHighlandsNC.com.CCPHighlandsNC.com.CCPHighlandsNC.com.CCPHighlandsNC.com

800.438.2265
www.maconbank.com

Member FDIC
Equal Housing Lender
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To:
Glen
Falls

Hudson
Library

Please Support Our
Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

7

1
3

40

2217

4th St.4th St.4th St.4th St.4th St.
BoutiqueBoutiqueBoutiqueBoutiqueBoutique
comfortable
clothing for

women

219 S. 4th St. ...on the hill

526-8878

14

14

31

10

12

Reed Family Linens
400 • 600 • 1000 ct .Sateen Sheets

...and much more!
Mtn. Brook Center

411 N. 4th St. • 526-5114 12

18

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC

The Highlands
Playhouse

526-26959

9

7

20

20

Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

Tammy Mobley
BIC/Owner

Highlands NC
Realty

535 N. 4th
Cell:

770-337-1000

1

www.HighlandsNC.info

1

Available

Mtn. Findings

www.chambersagency.net

The
Chambers Agency
Realtors
Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James!

• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

Ruka’s Table
in Wright Square

Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner daily from

5:30
Bar opens at 4 p.m.

526-3636 8

8

Highlands Plaza
526-5525

21

10305 Main Street
(Corner of Main and 3rd) www.joedeckmanrealestate.com

www.meadowsmtnrealty.com
email: joe@meadowsmtnrealty.com

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

Joe Deckman
Broker

22

Cosper Flowers
Now Open Year-Round
Spring Hours: Thurs-Sat

10a to 5/6p

In Highlands Plaza
(828) 526-8671

www.cosperflowers.com

Where Smiles are in Bloom All Year Long!

22

Friday, April 6
• Community Stations of the Cross, at noon. gather at the Catholic

Church parking lot. (If rain, meet in Incarnation Episcopal's main sanc-
tuary)

Saturday, April 7
• Annual Town Easter Egg Hunt at the Rec Park at 10 a.m.
• At the ballfield next to the Community Building, Eggfest, 12-2

p.m. for kids through 5th grade. Food, fun, games, inflatable slides,
bounce house and more!

Sunday, April 8
• Easter Sunday Community Sunrise Service 6:45 am at Nature

Center Amphitheater.



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

CCCCCASHMEREASHMEREASHMEREASHMEREASHMERE
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

41MMMMMCCCCCCULLEY’SCULLEY’SCULLEY’SCULLEY’SCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman
Broker

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com

30

Brad Smith, DVM
Amanda Markum, DVM

828-526-8700
Small & Exotic

Medicine & Surgery
Digital Radiographs & Laser

Surgery Available
Next to Freeman Gas @ 2271 Dillard Rd.

Gallery of
Fine American

Handcrafts
including jewelry, pottery,

glass and much more!
2820 Dillard Road

828-526-0229

2010
Highlands #1 Agency

and
Highlands-Cashiers

MLS #1 Agent

Jody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody Lovell
828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104

exurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrealtyealtyealtyealtyealty.com.com.com.com.com

33

Paoletti
Winter Promotions:

15%-25% Off
Every Evening

Thursday – Monday

Dinner from 5:30
Reservations: 526-4906

29

Call
526-8313

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...
and Invest in Your Life!”TM

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips,
Broker

mal@WhiteOakRG.comWhiteOakRG.com
Susie deVille Schiffli,

Broker-in-Charge
susie@WhiteOakRG.com

  

Call:
828-482-2045

In-Town 4 bed, 3 1/2 bath Home
Completely Finished Shell/Home

Ready for you to finish inside

Call:
Highlands Flex/Shell Homes & Structures

$179,000!

Homes starting at $28/sq. ft. on your lot!

w/lot

...on the Verandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

nadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.com
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com

NNNNNADINEADINEADINEADINEADINE P P P P PARADISEARADISEARADISEARADISEARADISE,,,,,     BBBBBROKERROKERROKERROKERROKER

FFFFFOROROROROR     ALLALLALLALLALL     YOURYOURYOURYOURYOUR REAL EST REAL EST REAL EST REAL EST REAL ESTAAAAATE TE TE TE TE NEEDSNEEDSNEEDSNEEDSNEEDS!!!!!

828-371-2551 (C828-371-2551 (C828-371-2551 (C828-371-2551 (C828-371-2551 (CELLELLELLELLELL)))))

... at the Peggy Crosby Center
PO Box 785, Highlands, NC 28741 26

Serving Lunch & Dinner Year-Round!

526-4035 • 490 Carolina Way
www.wildthymegourmet.com

Voted #1 Realtor in Highlands!

pat.f.allen@gmail.com
patallenrealtygroup.com

828-200-9179 (cell)
828-526-8784 (office)Pat Allen, Broker-in-charge


