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Thurs., Dec. 13

* HCP’s free Christmas reading,
7:30 p.m. at the Performing Arts Center
on Chestnut Street.

Fri., Dec. 14

+ Christmas Bird Count: No expe-
rience needed. Binoculars available,
Warm $5 chili lunch follows count. Con-
tact Brock Hutchins at 828-787-1387to
sign up.

Sat. Dec. 15

+ At The Bascom, Family Story-
time: J.R.R. Tolkein's The Hobbit, 1:30-
3p.

* The Highlands School 5th Grade
fundraiser at Wendy's of Cashiers, Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wendy's
will be donating 15% of all proceeds
from this lunch for their Charleston trip.

* This Saturday, 100% of break-
fast proceeds at Mountain Fresh Gro-
cery (not profits, but all Breakfast Sales)
will be donated to the Highlands School
PTO.

» American Red Cross First Aid,
CPR & AED Class 2-year certification
at 8 am. $75. Questions and registra-
tion at the Highlands Rec Park/Civic
Center. 526-3556.

Sun. Dec. 16

* The Chancel Choir of Highlands
First Presbyterian Church will present
Lessons and Carols during the 11 mom-
ing worship service. Accompanying the
choir will be Terri Armfield, oboe; Linda
Lancaster, flute; Valerie Whitcup, harp,
and Angie Jenkins, organ. Everyone is
invited.

+ Chancel Choir Cantata at the
Highlands United Methodist Church on
Main Street during the 10:50 a.m. wor-
ship service. Featuring The Christmas
Cantata by Archangelo Corelli with a
string trio and pipe organ. Two soloists
and a soprano duet, too. All are wel-
come.

Utility policy change rocks community

Citizens brace for January’s 6% rate hike

The subject wasn’t on the
Town Board agenda last Thursday
night, but it weighs heavy on the
hearts and wallets of citizens, non-
profitsand churches—and that is
utility bills.

Conditional
Zoningwas
fodder at
Town Board
meeting

At Thursday night’s Town
Board meeting, commissioners
rehashed what the Planning Board
ruled on at its October meeting
regarding two Conditional Dis-
trict requests — 594 Main Street
and the Town Place Condomini-
um site.

A public hearing for Old Ed-
wards Inn’s (OEI) request for a
conditional district on the Main
Street split-zoned parcel was
heard by the Town Board Thurs-
day night because in that case the
Planning Board only made arec-
ommendation, not a ruling. In
addition, new zones always re-
quire a public hearing.

But the Town Board heard the
Town Place Condominium case
only because the Planning Board’s
unanimous decision to allow a

=See ZONING page 14

The

Mon.-Sat. 9a-5p

2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

SUMMER HOUSE

‘Home Furnishing Center’

Hillrie Quin, representing
First Presbyterian Church, spoke
during the public comment peri-
od of last week’s Town Board meet-
ing to encourage commissioners
to reconsider its collection policy

which is a stark departure from
the past.

He came armed with a letter
to the board and two emails from
the pastors at the Methodist and

=See UTILITY page 11

A o

King and Queen for the night

Homecoming King and Queen, seniors Taylor Osteen and
Hayden Bates. See more photos on page 14.

Photo by Lisa Osteen
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Open 7 days a week

Fire Chief

Manley to

retire this
month

Things are changing at the
Highlands Fire and Rescue De-
partment. For the first time in its
60-year history, the Chief and As-
sistant Chief are paid employees.

At its Tuesday evening week-
ly meeting and annual election,
last week, Fire Chief James “Pop-
corn” Manley announced his re-
tirement affective Dec. 31, 2012.

He said he is just ready to
move on and do other things.

Chief Manley was elected
chief by department members
June 2002 following the death of
Chief Mike McCall. Manley will
have served on the force January
1980 through Dec. 2012 with a
three-year absence for military
service.

Administrative Assistant
Bobby Houston said Manley was
the last of the six young men he
recruited into the department.
They were all sons of members.

Tuesday night members
elected Ryan Gearhart, 35, as
chief and Robbie Forrester, 39, as
assistant chief each to a two-year
term as dictated by the depart-
ment’s new by-laws that went
into effect last year.

Forrester has served on the

=See CHIEF page 19
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Thomas Curry Mer-
chant, Jr., a former newspa-
per owner and publisher,
passed away peacefully in
Highlands, NC on Decem-
ber 5, 2012, at the age of 96.
He was a resident of Madi-
son, FL for 82 years and of
Highlands, NC for 14 years.

Survivors include his
four children, Shirley Mer-
chant Johnson (Jim), of
Highlands, NC, Mae Mer-
chant Clark (Larry Lokken), of Gainesville,
FL, Thomas Curry Merchant I1l and Mary
Anthony Merchant, Ph.D. (John Green),
both of Atlanta, GA; three grandchildren,
William Burton Clark V (Danielle) of Chap-
el Hill, NC, Corrie Elizabeth Clark, Ph.D.
(Andy Turner) of Washington, D.C., and
Major Christopher D. Wills, USMC (Julie);
and five great-grandchildren, Gavin Tho-
mas Clark, Selwyn Taylor Clark, Sayge Clark
Turner, Olivia Taylor Wills and Thomas
Christopher Wills.

Thomas Curry Merchant, Jr. was born
April 2, 1916 in Madison, FL, the only child
of Mae Talmadge McKeithen Merchantand
Thomas Curry Merchant, Sr. In 1938, he
received a B.A. in Journalism from the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences at the University
of Florida. At Florida, he was the manager
of the band and a member of Theta Chi
fraternity. He graduated from the Universi-
ty of Florida College of Law in 1939 and
was admitted to the Florida Bar. In 1943,
he graduated from the Harvard Business
School with a Masters in Business Admin-
istration.

During World War 11, he was stationed
atvarious posts in the United States, includ-
ing Maine, where he participated in a test
of winter equipment for a possible inva-
sion of Japan, and Greenville, SC, where
he met his future wife, Shirley Anthony
Merchant. They were married from 1946
until her death in 2000.

After the war, Mr. Merchant decided
not to practice law and returned to Madi-
son to work with his father at the weekly
newspaper his father and uncle had pur-
chased in 1910, the Madison Enterprise-
Recorder. Later, when asked how long he'd
been in the newspaper business, he'd say
since age 4 - when he began helping his
father around the print shop. He was al-
ways interested in political matters and
served two terms in the House of Represen-

tatives of the Florida Leg-
islature, from 1949-1952.
Afterward, he would say
that his best legislation
while in office was bills
requiring all livestock to
be fenced and Klan mem-
bers to be unmasked.

After his father’s
death in 1968, he became
the primary editorial writ-
er for the paper, express-
ing his thoughts inacol-
umn entitled “The Passing Parade”, short
for “The Old Country Editor Views the
Passing Parade.” This column could be
humorous but was just as likely to be a
biting critique of current political issues
and politicians or a spotlight on misguid-
ed antics of anyone from the city com-
missioners to the governor. He was ac-
tively involved in civic activities such as
the Lions Club and the Rotary Club and
always particularly highlighted local edu-
cational accomplishments in the paper.
In the early 60’s, he set up a bookstore in
the newspaper office to help support the
then newly-established North Florida
Community College.

Mr. Merchant was a faithful, life-long
member of the Madison Presbyterian
Church, serving as a deacon and then as
an elder for most of his adult life. He re-
mained with the church even when there
was a splitin the church and the majority
of its members left to form a more con-
servative church. He was a member of the
Gideons for more than sixty-five years. In
Highlands, he attended Holy Family Luth-
eran Church.

In North Carolina, he volunteered as
atutor at the Highlands Literacy Council,
asa proofreader at The Highlander news-
paper, then as the Copy Editor at High-
lands Newspaper. He was also a volunteer
at the Fidelia Eckerd Living Center and
read newspapers to its residents.

Mr. Merchant will be missed and re-
membered for his kind and generous spir-
it, loyalty to family and friends, and stead-
fast adherence to the principles in which
he believed, even, in the case of his sup-
port for the local Health Officer, Dr. Deb-
orah Coggins, who was dismissed from
her position for holding a lunch meeting
with an African American nurse in 1956,
at the cost of permanent loss of some lo-

=See OBITUARIES page 3




. OBITUARIES continued from page 2

cal advertisers and threats to his family.

The family would like to especially
thank his physician, J. Scott Baker, M.D.,
and his staff, and his caregivers and friends
at Chestnut Hill of Highlands. Their won-
derful care and friendship during hisfinal
years greatly enriched his life.

Agraveside service will be held at Oak
Ridge Cemetery in Madison, Florida, on
December 14th, at 11 a.m. Honorary pall-
bearers are James J. Sale 11, Colin Kelly
Howerton, Jack Wade, and Sandy, Jimmy
and Zet Smith. Arrangements are being
handled by Beggs Funeral Home in Madi-
son.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
memorial donations be made to Four Sea-
sons Hospice, 571 South Allen Road, Flat
Rock, NC 28731, Gideons International,
Att. Marvel Curtis, 46 Clover Lane, Frank-
lin, NC 28734, or to a favorite charity.

Remembering
Mr. Merchant

I first met and worked with Tom Mer-
chant when | was working at The High-
lander newspaper. When he was in High-
lands during the summer and then after
he moved here full-time, he would come
to the paper twice aweek to proofread pag-
es before we sent them to the press —this
on avolunteer basis. He would arrive after
lunch with his trusty stash of Butterfinger
candy bars, make himself at home at a
spare desk and set to his task. He had a
keen eye and rarely missed an error.

InJuly 2003, Jim and | started High-
lands Newspaper and he asked if he could
proof it for us. Of course we said yes! |
wasn't ready to end our 5-year relation-
ship which had grown over the years.

When the folks at The Highlander
found out, they asked him to choose them
or us. He chose us. He got a kick out of
that. He chuckled often over it saying it
was the first “job” he'd ever been fired
from.

So each week he would drive his se-
dan to our office to read the pages.

When he could no longer drive, we
took the pages out to him at Chestnut Hill
where he lived in an apartment. For the
better part of a decade, he read our pages
deligently. His eye ever keen.

He loved words. His apartment was
cluttered with magazines, books, periodi-
cals ... all things written and his knowl-
edge on subjects of all kinds was vast. We
often chatted about the industry, the world
and always about family.

Throughout the years, we sought his
opinion on the business of publishing a
newspaper. His advice was always solid

and worthwhile.

He loved his family and his life. Old
age didn’t hinder him a bit. He was glad to
be alive as evidenced by the smile that al-
ways lingered on his face.

In fact, while preparing for death in
Hospice his daughter Shirley told him it
was OK to go. She said,” Mother is waiting
for you and so are your parents.” True to
form, Mr. Merchant said, “Let them wait!”

He was ever joyful in life until the end.
Jimand I will miss him.

James Oliver Sweeny

James Oliver Sweeny died December
3,2012 at home in Highlands, NC. Bornin
White Plains, NY on March 15, 1917 the
son of Raymond and Fannie Sweeny, he
grew up in Anderson, SC where he attend-
ed Boys’ High School before entering Clem-
son University in 1935. At Clemson he was
President of Tau Beta Pi and the Senior
Class and Chairman of the Senior Council,
graduating in 1939 with a BS degree in Elec-
trical Engineering.

After graduation Jim joined the Gen-
eral Electric Company in Pittsfield, MA
where he spent most of his 40 year career.
In 1941 he married Virginia “Ginny’ Brown
who remained his beloved wife and dear-
est friend until her death in 2009 . Called to
active duty with the Army Signal Corps in
December 1941, he served in the China-Bur-
ma-India Theater during WWII and was
released from active duty as a Major in
1945. Back with GE he served in a succes-
sion of increasingly responsible positions
culminating as the General Manager of two
GE businesses.

After retiring in 1976 Jim and Ginny
moved to Highlands, NC where he became
an active numismatics enthusiast, author-
ing and co-authoring numerous articles
and several books including the prize win-
ning two volume reference titled “Tempus
in Numis”. He also renewed his love affair
with Clemson, becoming an active and en-
ergetic supporter of the University. In 2000
he was presented with the University’s
Distinguished Service Award and in 2010
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of
Humanities for his lifetime of devoted ser-
vice.

He is survived by his children, Jim
Sweeny and his wife Barbara, Robert
Sweeny and Kee Howles and her husband
Jeff, and four grandchildren, Heather and
Kate Sweeny, and Derek and Brian Howles.

A Memorial Service is planned for
sometime in the spring.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements.

Online condolences may be made by
visiting www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com
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Holiday Gift Package!
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"For a Healthier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. 64E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Sarurdays 11 am - 4 pm

Call 526-5999

The Hen House

488 E. Main St. «787-2473
Open:Mon.-Sat.: 10a-5p

Get your
First Aid, CPR & AED Class 2-year
certification at the Highlands Rec Park
Sat., Dec. 15 at 8 a.m.
$75
For information, call 828-526-3556

Announcing

HIGHLANDS
TRAVEL

For All Your Travel Needs

Land Tours ~ Hotels ~ Flights ~ Cruises

Now located at 2334 Cashiers Road
directly across from
Highlands Falls Country Club

in the Meadows Mountain Realty Office

\_QRUISEONE

Dream Vacations St ’_'i e

Bryan & Tricia Cox

1 THECRUISEFINDERS.COM
828-526-5243 - 855-EZ-CRUISE

Your Independent Vacation Specialists in Highlands NC
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e | AUGHING AT LIFE »

All | really need to know | learned from criminals and politicians

thing you need to know in life you learned in kinder
garten then just hold up a second....maybe two, and
read this first. It’s almost 2013 and the world has changed
dramatically. None of that silly kindergarten stuff works
anymore. You are now living in the “New America.” You
must know what 1I’m taking about; the America with no
morals, lazy, no God, lots of free stuff, etc. Let me explain.
Instead of sharing everything, the new rule is to look

out for yourself first because no one else is going to do it
for you. Hoard what you can and remember to never give
a sucker an even break. Sharing is a sign of weakness.
The world is full of suckers so go for it. Remember, you’re

I f you haven’t read that wonderful story about every

Servmg Highlands Since 1999

Serving Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.
Called for hours of operation.

526-4188

151 Helen’s Barn Ave.» 526-4188
www.Fresserseateryhighlands.com

entitled to all the free stuff you can get.
For example, sometimes just casually dis-
playing a handgun stuck in your waste
band is enough for folks to generously give
you their stuff. Then it’s yours and it’s free.

Playing fair will get you killed. Figure
out what your enemy is up to and beat him
at his own game. This is what our politi-
cians do everyday. Lying, cheating and
stealing are required and always remember

with Fred Wooldridge

Occupy Wall Street thugs did and make a
mess. Trash everything, poop on police car
hoods, urinate in the street and attack any-
one who actually works for a living. De-
mand more free stuff and threaten people if
they don’t hand it over.

Only say you’re sorry when you hurt
someone you actually meant to kill. And
remember to never walk away from a wound-
ed enemy ’cause he’ll eventually return to

the end justifies the means; just ask any Feedback is encouraged! kill you.

politician. Getting free stuff is all that mat- askfredanything@aol.com

ters.

Putting things back where you found them is dumb.
This rule would put an end to you’re keeping the stuff you
stole and get you nowhere. Remember, if you steal stuff,

it’s now yours and it’s free.

Instead of cleaning up your own mess, do what the

Breakfast All Day Long!

Fresh country
cooking with

great prices AND QHTHEFP?
outdoor dining! EELLE;;
1]
8:30a to 2:30p RESTALURANT |
Friday, Saturday [ == 4
and Sunday

Next to the Community Bible Church at
3601 Cashiers Road = 787-2299

Never flush the toilet unless the cops
are banging on your door and you need to

get rid of your stash. Even then, hold off flushing until
you actually hear the door crash open. And remember to
blow your stash a kiss goodbye as it swirls to its death.

Warm cookies and cold milk are horrible and will up-

set your stomach, bringing you off your high.

Live a balanced life. Sleep a little, have sex a little,

shoot up a little, eat a little, steal a little, get free stuff and
always remember that if you do these things you will nev-
er have to work. Work is evil.

Always take an afternoon nap after you shoot up but
first hide all your free stuff from your close friends so
they don’t steal it when you nod off.

When you go out into the world, watch out for the
cops who are constantly looking to steal your free stuff
you stole from someone else. Cops never play fair.

Remember the story about the little seed planted in a
cup of dirt? This is one of life’s greatest lessons. If you
water it and care for it, it will grow to a huge marijuana
plant and you’ll eventually be able to remain stoned for
life at no charge.

Goldfish, hamsters, white mice and all your other stu-
pid critters will die. Ha, so will you! Get over it but remem-
ber to give your marijuana plant to a trusted relative be-

WILD THYME GOURMET

R E BE T A L R &

Servmg Lunch and Dinner Year- RoundI
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

at our NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

Open 7 days a week!
Lunch: 11a.m.-4 p.m.; Dinner 5:30-10p
!'r; ~ iﬁ‘,ﬁ!’ Outdoor Dining, too!
=, s 526-4035
" NEW LOCATION!
343-D Main Street

www.wildthymegourmet.com

_..onthe Verandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

Open
Friday & Saturday
nights for dinner at 6;
Bar open nightly at 4; |g
Open every night the
LAST WEEK OF
December.
Call about our New
Year’s Bash!

828-526-2338
www.ontheverandah.com

«See WOOLDRIDGE page 5
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Ristorante

Cfrrlete

O rolotti

Uptown Italian Dining
in Downtown Highlands
Since 1984

Dinner
Every Evening
from 5:30 pm

Exceptional Wines &

Robust Cocktails

The Area’s
Freshest Seafood

- = b —
Reservations
828. 526. 4906
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fore you croak. Never mine, you don’t have a trusted
relative.

Do you remember the Dick and Jane books your
parents forced you to read and listen to? Did you know
that Dick and Jane were drug dealers who regularly did
the nasty and that’s how you were created? And if you

don’t believe me, ask your dealer. Always trust your deal-
er.

And finally, if you hold hands with your dearest friends
you’re assured they’re not stealing from you.

This concludes my tutorial on what | learned from

* THE VIEW FROM HERE ®

The art of cross-breeding

lective cross breeding. Cockapoos have

been around forever. The pup is the re-
sult of mating between a cocker spaniel and a
poodle. | believe poodles are great dogs, al-
though I've never really known one. I can tell
you what to expect from a lab.

I've developed a pretty good feel for hus-
kies in the last four years. Don't leave them
alone in a car. Don't expect them to come
home on your schedule. Do expect to be
pulled, at least for the first year or two. Hus-
kies like everyone. I'm not sure they love any-
one. And you won't find a bunch of breeders

Poodles seem to be the backbone of se

Dr. Henry Salzarulo

Feedback is
encouraged.
email:

dles. Goldendoodles and labradoodles have
been around for several years, long enough that
they show up in shelters from time to time.

An unimaginable number of other breeds
have been crossed with poodles. A breeding site
(http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/
poodlemix.htmt) lists 81 breeds that have been
crossed with poodles. The English Boodle might
be resemble Tony Blair. Poodles have even been
crossed with pit bulls. For pits, that's marrying
above their station. The Doodleman Pinscher
would make a fine guard dog with a taste for
burgundy and Brie.

The fascination and experimentation with

beating down your door to get your husky to hsalzarulo@aol.com cross-breeding poodles stems from their intel-

visit with his English bull.

Huskies aren't really good for much except pulling
sleds. They are beautiful which is the only reason you
will ever see one out of harness and south of Canada.
Poodles, on the other hand, must have a number of
desirable traits besides not shedding.

As | said, I've never known a poodle. My knowledge
is limited to rankings of the smartest. Poodles and bor-
der collies are locked in a duel for the title. One or two,
that's a pretty smart dog. When | see a standard poodle,
he seems well behaved, maybe a little aloof, but I'm not
sure. It'sa handsome breed, more aristocratic than cute.

Poodles have been crossed with various breeds, pre-
sumably with the intent to make them more like poo-

Cyprus

International Cuisine

The most exciting dining destination in

Highlands!

Dinner 7 days a week
5-10p
N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center
526-4429

www.cyprushighlands.com

ligence, the fact they don't shed and are hy-
poallergenic. It seems like the trade off might be a lab whose
reluctant to dive into icy water. A lhasapoo might not pro-
duce amop of superior intellect. There is a story that Sarah
Bernhardt suggested that she and George Bernard Shaw
make love. Imagine the children we would have, with my
looks and your brain, she said. Shaw answered, "Aha! But
what if the child were born with my looks and your brain?

You rarely know what you're going to get when you
start mixing breeds. Apparently, in the case of a poodle, you
get a cute, bright, hypoallergenic dog who doesn't shed
and who never needs a bow in his hair or painted toe nails.
Cometo think of it, that's quite a bit.

Sports Page
Sandwich Shoppe

Serving Breakfast & Lunch!

Monday - Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30 — 10:30am
Lunch: 1lam - 2:30pm

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials!

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555
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criminals and politicians. And here’s a fun little story on
why I might be a little different than most.

Three men decided to share a cab at the airport and
ride into the city together. One was an architect, the other
a social worker and the third a cop. As they drove slowly
through heavy city traffic, the architect noticed the beau-
tifully sculptured buildings along the route and took a
few notes on what he liked. The social worker noticed the
homeless people begging for money and wondered how
he might help them. The cop spotted a pickpocket stand-
ing close to a lady and her purse and knew he was about
to steal her wallet or possibly mug her. He resisted the
urge to jump from the cab. Then he noticed an attractive
lady talking with a man and knew she was a hooker. He
spotted two men shaking hands close to the entrance of
an ally and knew it was a drug exchange. All three men
saw the same city but only from their perspectives.

Now close your eyes and pretend you’re me. Is
that scary or what?

* Deceived, Fred’s mystery thriller, is one scary book.
Who else but Fred could dream up such fiction? Down-
load it on your Kindle or Nook and you won’t be able to
put it down.

§// PN

CHANCRI
ASIAN  FUSION  RESTAURANT

490 CAROLINA WAY
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

828-526-8500

Authentic Thai Cuisine

Now OPEN
WED-MON 11:30-4
& 5:30 - UNTIL

o

Coffeee Espresso Drinks
Smoothies  Frozen Yogurt
Paninis « Baked Goods
Cyprus Salads To Go

On Main Street
7 days aweek » 7 ato 6 p « 526-0020
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e A ConservaTVE POV e

ince the rapidly approach
ing fiscal cliff is dominat
ing the news, we need to
understand just what it means
to our future. The head of the In-

ternational Monetary Fund has

What’s really going on?

this to say. From france24.com:
“IMF chief Christine Lagarde says
the looming ‘fiscal cliff” in the
United States threatens the coun-
try’s international supremeacy
and the fragile global recovery.

NANTAHALA

The Original Zickgraf Flooring Outlet

Even better than beforel!
Now your one-stop flooring outlet: ceramic,
carpet, arearugs, resilient & luxury tile, too!

Lowest Prices Period!!
IntroducingJeff Nelson: 25 years experience with

carpet and tile! Call 828-342-7902 for prices & appt.
And as always ... featuring:
Hardwood, Engineered,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

Also offering Cabinets
(SOLID WOQOD)

Unfinished Red Oak and Hickory builder- grade options,
as well as Pre-finished custom cabinets at big-box store
non-wood prices!

Solid Unfinished — Starting at $0.89
Solid Pre-finished — Starting at $1.29
Laminate — Starting at $1.09
Vinyl — Starting at $0.77

WELLS GROVE —__

DEPOT ST

VA, Clinic

& ‘\90

w =791 ULCO DR.

Monday - Friday,
8am - 5pm
Saturday, 8am - Noon

791 Ulco Drive e Franklin, NC
Office: (828) 369-9781 « Fax: (828) 524-6888

In an interview
with BBC World
News, Lagarde noted
the US fiscal cliff, a
combination of se-
vere tax increases and
spending cuts due in
January, would prob-
ably wipe out growth

she’s telling it
straight.

The predict-
able finger-point-
ing continues. Ac-
cording to
thehill.com:
“Speaker John Boe-
hner accused the

in the world’s largest
economy. ‘The real is-

Don Swanson

White House of try-
ing to ‘slow-walk’

- Feedback is h h
sues, in away, are the encouraged. Email the fiscal-cliff nego-
supremacy of the : tiations. Boehner
United Statesand its  Swandonson@dnetnet  g5id there was ‘no

leadership role in the

world, said the managing direc-
tor of the International Monetary
Fund.

‘To make sure that that lead-
ership endures, the uncertainty
has to be removed because uncer-
tainty fuels doubt as to that leader-
ship. With the deadline fast ap-
proaching, President Barack
Obamaand congressional Repub-
licans remain at loggerheads in
talks to find a longer-term deficit
reduction plan that would avert
the cliff.

‘It's not purely a political is-
sue. It's not ideological. It's broad-
erthan that. Itreally addresses the
role of the United States in the
world from ageopolitical and eco-
nomic point of view, said
Legarde.” 1 assume Legarde knows
what she is talking about and that

progress’ in the talks just three
weeks before tax hikes and spend-
ing cuts are set to kick in and ex-
pressed frustration that President
Obama hasn’t made a counterof-
fer to the GOP’s proposal of $800
billion in new tax revenue as part
of a$2.2 trillion deficit-reduction
plan.

‘This isn’'t a progress report,
because there’s no progress to re-
port, Boehner said in a brief press
conference at the Capitol. He said
the White House had ‘wasted an-
other week’ by not responding to
House Republicans. The chief
sticking point remains the presi-
dent’s insistence that tax rates rise
for the wealthy, which Republi-
cans continue to oppose on the
grounds that it will hurt job cre-
ation more than raising revenue
through other means.

‘Nothing is going to be pos-
sible if the president insists on his
position, Boehner said, character-
izing Obama’s stance as ‘my way
or the highway.”

There isadoubtin my mind
that Obama wants to avoid the
consequences that going over the
cliff would produce. His dedica-
tion to American exceptionalism
has always been in question, as
far as I am concerned. What mo-
tivation would he have to work
against job creation, to destroy our
middle-class and to minimize
our standing among the world’s
powers?

A statement of Maurice
Strong, founder and first Secre-
tary General of United Nations
Environmental Programme and
who has been the driving force
behind the birth and imposition
of Agenda 21 may shed some
light on the subject.

“The concept of national sov-
ereignty has been immutable, in-
deed sacred, principle of interna-
tional relations. It is a principle
which will yield only slowly and
reluctantly to the new impera-
tives of global environmental co-
operation. It is simply not feasi-
ble for sovereignty to be exercised
unilaterally by individual nation
states, however powerful. The glo-

=See SWANSON page 9

Open Year Round Mon.-Sat

=@'

Also, jams, jellies, cheese, Florida citrus, apples, gift baskets and fresh cut Christmas trees!

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon!

shearl Produce

8:30a-7p and Sun. 9a-6p

Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT
9830 S. Georgia Hwy. = 828-369-0541
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles - Located on the right
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Lady Highlanders drop two, rebound
against Tamassee-Salem

By Ryan Potts

The Highlands Lady Highlanders
dropped a pair of tough games to Blue
Ridge and Andrews before bouncing back
with a win over Tamassee-Salem.

The Lady Highlanders hosted the
Blue Ridge Lady Bobcats in a rivalry match-
up for Homecoming last Friday. Highlands
came out playing well, and the game was
a back and forth affair for most of the first
half, with Blue Ridge taking an 11-9 lead
into the break. Unfortunately for the Lady
Highlanders, a quick run by the Lady Bob-
cats right out of halftime pushed their lead
into double digits, and Highlands would
get no closer than 6 points the rest of the
way. Emily Gabbard and Kirstyn Lamb
both scored 6 points for Highlands.

On Monday, Highlands hosted the
Andrews Lady Wildcats in a Smoky Moun-
tain Conference matchup. Highlands
struggled early with the quickness of the
Lady Wildcat guards, and could not capi-
talize once they broke the Andrews pres-
sure. Andrews continued to push the tem-
po throughout, and came away with a 61-
40 victory. Ann Marie Crowe scored 17
for Highlands, and Emily Shuler added 10.

Tuesday, Highlands completed a
tough stretch of 3 games in 5 days by beat-
ing the Tamassee-Salem Lady Eagles in Sa-
lem by a score of 37-12. Highlands used
stifling zone defense and tough man to
man to hold the Lady Eagles to just 4 sec-
ond half points, and Emily Gabbard pro-
vided 12 points for Highlands in the vic-
tory. The win gives the Lady Highlanders
a 3-5 record with 2 more games before
the Christmas holiday.

Highlanders race to best start
in 7 years

The Highlands Highlander varsity
basketball team won three games this
week to improve to 6-2 on the season. On
Friday, the Highlanders hosted archrival
Blue Ridge in front of a full house at High-
lands Gymnasium, and came away with a
dominating 54-35 victory. Highlands used
a combination of full court pressure and
stingy defense to hold the Bobcats to a mere
10 points in the first half. In the second
half, the lead ballooned to as many as 28
points before settling in to the final mar-
gin. Taylor Osteen led Highlands with 20
points, Kyle Gabbard added 14 and Tyler
Munger 13 in the victory.

Monday, the Highlanders hosted the
Andrews Wildcats in what figured to be a
tough Smoky Mountain Conference bat-

tle. Andrews boasts a large frontline, and
the smaller Highlanders would need to use
their quickness to come away with a victo-
ry. After a back and forth first half in which
the Highlanders led by 5 at the break, the
Highlanders were able to blow the game
open in the third quarter viaa 15-4 run and
come away with a 55-40 victory. Osteen and
Munger both scored 15 for the Highland-
ers in the victory.

Tuesday, the Highlanders traveled to
Salem to face the Tamassee-Salem Eagles
in a non-conference matchup. Highlands
defeated the Eagles handily in Highlands,
but it was obvious from the opening tip that
the Eagles were much improved. Highlands
struggled early against the Eagles’ switch-
ing defense, but were still able to push out
to an 8 point halftime lead. In the second
half, the Highlanders continued to pour it
on-using a 12-3 run to salt the game away
and walk out of Salem with their best start
since the 2005-06 season. Osteen scored
24 points for Highlands, Philip Murphy
added 11, and Davis Moore grabbed 14 re-
bounds for the Highlanders. The Highland-
ers will travel to Nantahala on Friday night
to face the Hawks, and then will return
home to host Franklin on Thursday the

Highlands
Fine Consignments

Finest collection of NEW and select fine
consignments available in Highlands

OPENALLWINTER
Fri. & Sat., 11a-4p
and by appointment
828-526-3742

Sofas, king & twin beds,
shipment of black office cubi-
cles, desk and free standing
shelve unit, dining & end ta-
bles, ultra suede leather
chairs & recliner.
Many new items!

460 Carolina Way, Highlands
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@SS MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

DON'T FORGET OUR GRILL IS OPEN MON-SAT UNTIL

7PM, AND SUNDAYS UNTIL 4PM

EACH DINNER FEEDS A FAMILY OF FOUR

CHOOSE EITHER:

MEXICAN MONDAY: FOUR CHEESE AND
FOUR CHICKEN ENCHILADAS, REFRIED
BEANS, MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE
TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED
LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM

OR

24 BUFFALO WINGS OR 2 LBS CHICKEN
TENDERS AND HAND CUT FRIES

IN-HOUSE MADE ITALIAN SAUSAGE
LASAGNA WITH A LARGE SALAD

CHICKEN OR STEAK POT PIE AND A
LARGE SALAD

ROASTED MEATLOAF WITH MASHED
POTATOES, GRAVY AND A LARGE SALAD

WILD CAUGHT FRIED SHRIMP, BAKED
POTATOES, HUSH PUPPIES, AND
COLESLAW

IN-HOUSE SMOKED BBGQ, COLESLAW,
APPLE AND BACON BAKED BEANS, AND
YEAST ROLLS
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Five new log cabins nestled
in the hemlocks on 25 acres
flanked by National Forest at
the base of Whiteside Mountain.
Even “a river runs through it.”

| WHITESIDE COVE \
COTTAGES
Come enjoy this greal vacalion spol
conveniently located between
Highlands and Cashiers

800-805-3558
1-828-526-2222

Whiteside Cove Road = Highlands

...IS @ newer 52-acre community with 8
homes all built after 2000, just 2.5 miles
from Main Street, Highlands. Secluded but
not remote, no road noise, underground
utilities, paved roads, well maintained ...
peaceful, quiet & private.

Gentle land makes for easy building
and fewer erosion problems. Plenty of

parking, child friendly; a great place to walk.

Come Visit!

From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The
Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just past the Glen
Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go
3 tenths of a mile turn left on Moonlight.

The entrance is on the right.
www.highlandsnchomesites.com
Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for
plats, prices & a guided tour.
828-508-9952.

e Just Hers *

A Cat named Weasel Il

not something you’d think anyone

would die from. We lived for years in a
house with no central heating, so the cats
developed thick fur coats, which |
groomed daily. Weasel particularly loved
this, making a silent meow or funny
squeak when she saw the cat comb ap-
pear. Still, a fur ball occasionally present-
ed itself. This distressed me at first, until |
get used to it, generally calling out “in-
coming!” until the coughing fit disap-
peared. So, afirst, | put the cough down
to a hair ball, and thought nothing of it.

Weasel’s cough didn’t go away, but
didn’t seem to get worse or more frequent.
Finally, | steeled myself to taking her to
the vet —an ordeal for all of us. There’'s a
reason why they call an impossible task
“like herding cats.” | got out the cat carri-
er —the universal signal for the battle of
wits to begin. Weasel hoped to get the bet-
ter of me by hiding, but she hunkered
down in a place where it was easy to catch
her. Before she knew what was happen-
ing, she was safely in the cat carrier, and |
quickly shut the door. She wailed pite-
ously as I carried her down the stairs, and
out to the car. The performance contin-
ued through town, and down the Dillard
Road. She had calmed a little by the time
I hauled the cage into the Animal Well-
ness Clinic, and checked in with Lindsay
at the front desk.

I never had the experience of taking
asick child to the doctor, so | don’t have
anything to compare with the vet experi-
ence. In both cases, you are dealing with
the illness of someone who can’t neces-
sarily express what’'s wrong, or where it
hurts. All you can do is describe symp-
toms, and the subtle changes in daily rou-
tines. “She has this cough,” I said. “And
when she swallows, she gulps a little.”
Was she still eating? Yes, but less. Any oth-
er changes? She isn't as sociable, and
doesn’t want to jump up on my lap as
much. Dr. Brad checked her out. Weasel’s
neck glands were a little swollen. “l want
to take her temperature,” he said. “Better
her than me,” | thought, as he got out the
rectal thermometer. Weasel's temperature
was normal. Heartbeat? Hard to tell, be-
cause my sweet girl was purring so loud-
ly, it made hearing her heartbeat almost

I t was just a silly little cough at first,

Michelle Mead-Armor
michiemead@aol.com

impossible. The final step was the X-ray,
which would tell us with some certainty
what was going on. | gave Dr. Brad a sad
smile. “Just remember, | took a husband
to the hospital, and got him home in an
urn.” When voicing your worst fears, you
almost feel like you can keep away the
devil. It was only minutes later, but it
seemed like hours. The vet came back
into the room. “You have to see this,” he
said, sadly.

There it was on the X-ray, a tumor
about the size of a quarter on Weasel’s
lung. My heart sank. Dr. Brad shook his
head. “I hate this, especially after what
you said about your husband.” We dis-
cussed the possibility of surgery, which
wasn'’t particularly successful for this kind
of tumor on a cat. | panicked. If Weasel
was going to die, wouldn't it be better to
do it here and now? | couldn’tdo it. If she
was going to disappear from my life —and
Orion’s — it was going to be after a solid
week of spoiling, putting away memories
like stacking logs for the winter. We got
Weasel back into her carrier. | picked up
drops to help with the swallowing, only
to try to make her more comfortable. |
knew what a struggle it was going to be to
get her to take the medicine. With a heavy
heart, we headed home. Once the cat car-
rier was in the apartment and its door
opened, Weasel bolted out and fled for the
safety of one of her hidey holes.

Mealtime was a few hours later. | al-
ways fed Orion first, since not doing so
meant he’d push Weasel out of th