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View’s quilt on ‘Quilts of Valor’ tour

Highlands Quilter Liz View crafted this Quilt of Valor (QOV) quilt which was chosen for display
on a national tour of QOV quilts through November 2012. Recently, QOV quilts were dis-
played at the Gwinnett Conference Center as part of its Sewing & Quilt Expo. For more on
Quilts of Valor’s mission see story on page 3.

In the wake of all the ques-
tions and some confusion con-
cerning the recent branding exer-
cise (Phase 1) and now the way-
finding project now in the works

Wayfinding explained; participation needed
(Phase 2), Frazier Associates from
Staunton, VA, offers a wayfinding
explanation.

Taxpayers have funded the
design stages – Phase 1 and 2 – for

$27,450. Though members of the
Main Street Design Committee
suggested going back to the Town

Thursday, March 15
• Sediment & Erosion Control

Training; Thursday at 9 am at the Cash-
iers Library. $20 for materials and a
boxed lunch. Pre-registration required,
call J-MCA at 828-526-0890 x320 OR
annav@j-mca.org to register and for
more information.

• Taize at the Highlands United
Methodist Church at 5:30 p.m.

Sat. & Sun., March 17 – 18
• At The Bascom. Everything Kitch-

en. 10 am – 4 pm. Create your own
custom pieces to use in the kitchen. In-
structor: Frank Vickery. Levels: I, II &
III. Tuition: $175 member/$210 non-
member.

Sat., March 17
• At The Bascom. From Mud to Art

Highlands High School Ceramics Open-
ing Reception. 5 – 7pm

• At The Bascom. Art Cinema. Sit
back and enjoy our weekly feature pre-
sentation “Secrets of Stonehenge” 2 pm.

• A Greenway Work Trip. Meet at
the Rec Park at 9 a.m. A number of
native plants, including sedges, ferns,
azaleas, and rhododendron have been
purchased and will be replanted along
the Kelsey Trail. To help, call Hillrie Quin
at 526-2384 or email at
hmquin@frontier.com.

Sunday, March 18
• The Eckerd College Concert

Choir and the Eckerd Ringers will per-
form in a concert at 11 a.m. and 3 pm  at
First Presbyterian Church. Everyone
is invited to attend!

Mon. & Wed., March 19, 21, 26,
28

• At The Bascom. Ceramic Sculp-
ture. 12noon – 2pm. This is a great
class for all interested in learning how to
construct sculptures in clay. Instructor:
Colette Clark. Levels: I & II. Tuition: $125
member/$160 non-member per month.

Tuesday, March 20
• Highlands Dialogue at the Hud-

son Library from 10–11:30 a.m. The
Great Reset by Richard Florida (book).

During a six-hour retreat last
Thursday, Highlands town
officials and department heads
considered budgetary issues

pertaining to possible, pending
and definite projects, as well as
changes in fees and policies that
will or could affect employees and

citizens beginning the next fiscal
year.

Town Manager Bob Frye

Path for 2012-13 set at TB retreat
Course to cut costs, raise revenue for town

– Part One –

A fax that came across the
desks of County Manager Jack
Horton and Macon County
Schools Superintendent Dan
Brigman a little over three weeks
ago has the county and the
school board scrambling.

Turns out the state has $12.5
million in undistributed Quali-
fied School Construction Bonds
(QSCB) and $$60 million in
Qualified Zone Academy Bonds
(QZAB). All school districts have
to do is apply for them.

At the February School
Board meeting, Superintendent
Brigman announced plans to go
after the funds – with the county
as the lead agency, as usual.

The money comes in the
form of zero-interest loans and
both are programs the county/
BOE has tapped in the past to ren-
ovate or construct schools

Highlands
School

repairs may
come with

QZAB funds
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Board for the costs associated with the con-
struction phase of the wayfinding project,
the town has not committed to that fund-
ing.

Frazier Associates will be designing
schematic options for a wayfinding sign
system based on the recent branding exer-
cise conducted by Arnett Muldrow & Asso-
ciates.

To better understand the community's
desires for such a system, a questionnaire is
being distributed and is available at Town
Hall, the Hudson Library and the Chamber

of Commerce.
Members of the Design Committee,

elected officials, citizens and business
owners are encouraged to fill it out and
return it by noon Friday, March 23.

Frazier Associates will also review the
parking and sign study conducted by Wil-
ber Smith in 2009 and the research the
STMS Design Committee has already
completed on wayfinding signs and des-
tinations in Highlands.

What is Wayfinding?

... WAYFINDING continued from page 1

1. Overall what do you view the goals to be for a wayfinding system in Highlands?

2. What are the biggest problems you hope to solve with such a system?

 The STMS Design Committee has ID'd many potential destinations for vehicular trailblazer signs;
however, it is not possible to sign to everything in Highlands using this type of sign. These destinations
are listed in alphabetical order with no preconceived idea of importance. Please rank them from 1-3
with 1 being the lowest priority and 3 being the highest for vehicular wayfinding.

Note: Keep in mind that wayfinding signs are primarily for visitors. Since vehicular trailblazers can
only have three destinations, think about the volume of visitors attracted to each of these destinations as
you do your ranking. Consider the hours and season of operation. What are the key visitor destina-
tions? Generally speaking, the post office, hospital, police/fire and route signs do not appear on custom
wayfinding signs. These destinations have their own signing guidelines. Libraries may or may not
appear on custom wayfinding and it depends on whether the library is a community gathering place for
regional events or research. Likewise, schools generally do not appear on custom wayfinding unless
they are the location for regional events. Private businesses also do not appear on custom wayfinding.
Public restrooms would be best signed on pedestrian trailblazer and kiosks.

Ball Park 1 2 3
The Bascom 1 2 3
Carolina Square 1 2 3
Central Business District (Downtown) 1 2 3
Civic Center 1 2 3
Community Building 1 2 3
Crosby Center 1 2 3
Dog Park 1 2 3
Historical Society 1 2 3
Library 1 2 3
Nature Center 1 2 3
Parking 1 2 3
Performing Arts Center 1 2 3
Playhouse 1 2 3
School 1 2 3
Sunset Rock 1 2 3
Town Hall 1 2 3
Visitor Center 1 2 3

3. Are there other destinations that have not been included in this list?

4. Do you have any concerns about the implementation of a wayfinding sign system in Highlands
and if so, what are they?

Questionnaire
Please fill out and return to Town Hall by noon Friday, March 23

• THE PLATEAU’S POSITION •
• LETTERS •

•See WAYFINDING page 18

Dear Editor,
Dr. Salzarulo’s observations on the situation in Afghanistan, in last week’s edition

and entitled “The answer to our Afghanistan problem is a simple one…” were an ac-
curate reflection of the current and very flawed US foreign policy in that country.
There is nothing to show for 10 years of fighting but the deaths and maiming of thou-
sands of Coalition troops and civilians.

However, Dr. Salzarulo may be confusing Pakistan with Afghanistan in saying
that Afghanistan is “...a product of British imperialism” and “...not a natural nation...”
History tells us that it was Ahmad Shah Durrani in 1745, who forged the nation-state
of Afghanistan by successfully bringing together, under one banner, the waring Pash-
tun tribes. During his twenty-six year reign as Shah (King) Durrani built and expand-
ed Afghanistan into a prosperous, albeit Imperialistic, nation. 

Bernie Coulson
Highlands

History of Afghanistan

• THANKS •
This letter is long over due, but I want to once again thank the wonderful

Highlands EMS people who came to my house that snowy evening in January and
took me to the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and then on down to the hospital in
Greenville. After spending almost seven weeks in the Highlands hospital, I also wish
to express my gratitude to the doctors and nurses who were always so kind and
considerate and to the therapists who worked so hard to get me back on my feet. We
are so very fortunate to have such talented and dedicated people in our community.
And I also really appreciated all the good wishes and support from so many of you.
Thanks again - I love you all.

Edwin Poole
Highlands
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 A Residential Retirement Community
 Independent Cottages and Apartments or Assisted Living Suites

CHESTNUT HILL is located at 64 Clubhouse Trail.
Turn on Buck Creek Road and proceed to Clubhouse Trail.

Visit us at www.ChestnutHillAt Highlands.com

Retirement as it is meant to be! Enjoy our carefree lifestyle
with elegant dining, scheduled transportation, and a full

calendar of planned events to meet all stages of life.

Call for a tour and join us for lunch.
828.526.5251

 

It's almost spring...and we're

"bursting" to show off our

new look!

Call for Lunch and a Tour!

Exclusively at...

The
Hen House

488 E. Main St. •787-2473

Perfectly chilled wine. Every
time. CORKCICLE chills your wines

from the inside of the bottle
to maintain perfect drinking

temperatures.

Open:Thurs.-Sat.
10a-4p

The mission of the Quilts
of Valor Foundation is to cover
all combat servicemembers
and veterans touched by war
with comforting and healing
Quilts of Valor.

At least 380 quilts are
needed each month to meet the requests
of the country's standing destinations in
Afghanistan, Germany and the United
States.

National service can be as
complicated as giving your life for
your country while in the mili-
tary or national guard or as sim-
ple as making a Quilt of Valor for
a combat veteran.

Quilters already understand
the therapeutic value of making
a quilt and the joy of giving a quilt.
Thousands of them, via Quilts of Valor
(QOV), have made quilts of comfort for
American service members.

Now, working with Under Our
Wings (UOW), avid quilters can help
someone who has never made a quilt be-
fore make a QOV. With the help of Un-
der Our Wings, rookie quilters can confi-
dently sew patchwork blocks guided by a

coach who cares.
If you are a quilt shop own-

er, your store can be a Victory
Garden for your current custom-
ers and future customers by be-
coming an official Under Our
Wings Quilt Shop.

Currently fewer than one percent of
Americans serve in the military, though the
United States is engaged in the longest pro-
tracted conflict since the Revolutionary War.

Armed service members un-
dergo tremendous stress to leave
family, friends, career, and coun-
try when they are deployed, stress
that is beyond civilian capacity to
comprehend.

The Quilt of Valor organiza-
tion believes a comforting quilt can
say “Thank you for your service,

your sacrifice, and valor,” in a way nothing
else can. Join Quilts of Valor or any service
project that honors brave Americans. Take
a non-quilter under your wings and serve
your country.

Anyone interested in joining the cause
at any level is encouraged to call Liz View at
526-9743 and visit the Quilts of Valor web-
site at www.qovf.org.

Quilts of Valor has valiant mission • OBITUARY •

Valdarea Sharon Kinsey, age 63, of Fran-
klin, NC died Sunday, March 11, 2012. A
native of Macon County, she was the daugh-
ter of LaVerne Stiles Henry and the late Leon
Sellers. She was a CNA; a member of Cash-
iers Baptist Church and was a very loving
mother, grandmother and sister.

She is survived by one daughter, Krista
Neely and husband Les of Clayton, GA; one
son, Travis Kinsey and wife Patsy of Mtn.
Rest, SC; three sisters, Karen Forrester of
Virginia, Brenda Henry of Franklin, NC
and Kathie Henry of Sevierville, TN and one
brother, Ronnie Henry of Cashiers, NC. Six
grandchildren also survive.

Funeral services will be held Thursday,
March 15 at 2 pm at Cashiers Baptist
Church with Rev. Johnny Norris, Rev.
Lewis Smith and Rev. Scotty Patrick offici-
ating. Burial will be in Upper Zachary Cem-
etery. Pallbearers will be Merritt Rice, Deed
Kinsey, Brandon Kinsey, Heath Henry, Ron
Henry and Anthony Hooper.

The family will receive friends Thurs-
day, from 12:30 until 2 pm, prior to the ser-
vice, at the church.

Valdarea Sharon Kinsey

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be made at
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.



• LAUGHING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback is encouraged!
askfredanything@aol.com

• Highlands Dining •

Ristorante Paoletti
Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Exceptional Wines and Robust Cocktails
Winter Hours:

Dinner/Bar from 5:30 Thurs-Mon. • Reservations: 828.526.4906
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151 Helen’s Barn Ave.

Open for Lunch, DinnerOpen for Lunch, DinnerOpen for Lunch, DinnerOpen for Lunch, DinnerOpen for Lunch, Dinner
Call for Hours: Call for Hours: Call for Hours: Call for Hours: Call for Hours: 526-4188526-4188526-4188526-4188526-4188

www.Fresserseateryhighlands.com

828-787-1673 • www.ahealthyhomenc.com

Dehumidifiers Serviced and Installed
Tired of mildew on your walls and in your closets?
Trade your old dehumidifier in and get one that
will do the job once and for all. 5-year warranty.

Guaranteed results or
your money back.

Winter Promotions: 15%-25% Off Thursday-Monday evenings

Monday MadnessMonday MadnessMonday MadnessMonday MadnessMonday Madness -- $5 1/3 pound burgers
and 1/2 price bottles of Merlot and
"Jamming with James" from 6-9 pm.

Call for FREE evaluation.

The Adventures of Frisky – Part 2 of 4
A boy and his dog

Part one may be read on-line at
www.highlandsnewspaperpdf.com or at
the Highlands’ Newspaper office at 265
Oak St. in Highlands.

My dad was never my friend….he
was my dad. He wore the pants
in the family and whatever he

said was law. I know he loved me
although he never said so. When he was

dying, I flew in from Miami and was at his
bedside. I watched his face light up when
he saw me. I took his hand; he shook his
head and said, “I don’t feel worth a
damn.” It was the first curse word I ever
heard him say. Seconds later he was
dead.

There was much uncertainty in my
mind as I watched my mom explain why I
had the audacity to bring a puppy into
our home without permission. That alone
could sway his decision in a negative
way. I was not privy to the conversation
and, to this day, don’t know what was
said. It was none of my business.

My dad sat me on a straight back
dining room chair and reached to take the
puppy from me. I prayed it wouldn’t
urinate on him. Pulling it to his chest, he
said, “Are you aware of the responsibility
you’re taking on in raising a newborn
puppy? It’s only a few days old. This will
consume the rest of your summer. Are
you aware of that?”

I nodded, “They were going to
drown it, Dad. Please, please, please let
me keep it. I’ll do all the work, I promise.”

The silence was deafening. I couldn’t
look at him so I just stared at the floor
and held my breath. After what seemed
like forever, he said, “I’ll hold your dog
while you go over and see Frank at the
poultry house and ask him for a crate.
And don’t bring it home with chicken
poop all over it. You hose it off good at
the poultry house with their hose. Do
you understand?”

I looked up at him with a huge grin
on my face and saw him holding out a
one dollar bill. Before I could speak, he
said, “After you come home with the
crate, put the dog in it and then walk
down to the five and dime and pick up a
couple of Betsy Wetsy Doll bottles. I’ll
call the vet and ask about a formula, if
there is one….and bring me the change.”

I grabbed the dollar from his hand
and ran for the kitchen door. My eyes
were wet with joy. Pushing the screen
open, I remembered I hadn’t thanked him.
I spun around and shouted, “Thank you,
Dad.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.”
There was no response.

Frank and I were real good buddies.
He owned the poultry house just a block
away. I spent countless hours watching
him and his men slaughter chickens and

prepare them for sale. Once, he even let
me cut a chicken’s throat and throw it in
the bleeder tank. By the time I reached my
home, the cleansed crate was dry from
the summer heat. I took Frisky from my
dad and placed him in the crate on a pile
of old clean rags. By now, Frisky was
super hungry and was letting me know it.
I ran as fast as I could to the five and
dime and ran home with two small glass
bottles.

When I reached the front door, my
Mom was waiting with a bottle of karo
syrup and a can of skim milk. I sat at the
kitchen table while she carefully
explained the formula she received from
the vet. We prepared the formula together
and she explained it would be the last
time she would help so I better get it
right. By this time, Frisky was out of
control and yelping from hunger. I
cradled him in my arms and shoved the
bottle in his mouth. There was instant
silence and we were bonded for life.

And so for the next six weeks, I was
up four, sometimes five, times a night to
feed my dog. Later in life, my parents told
me they were astonished at my diligence,
saying I was a good mother to a dog who
could have been drowned.

I knew Frisky was smart because I
only had to shove its nose in its poop
and pee several times before it realized it
was supposed to do that outside.

 • Part three will be presented next
Wednesday. Watch for it but in the
interim, have you read Fred’s mystery/
thriller titled Deceived on your Kindle
or Nook? Do it now.
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• THE VIEW FROM HERE •

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER

$285,000!

Commercial Space PLUS a
Residential Apartment

535 N. 4th St. In town Highlands.
Fresh remodel. Business upstairs,

one-bedroom apartment downstairs.
Call 770-827-0450.

5 bedroom, 4 bath on almost 2 acres with creek,
pond, gazebo. R.V. barn. 4,000 sq.ft. finished,
2,000 sq.ft. basement/garage.

Make Offer!
Was $600,000 now $389,000!

SUPER DEAL

Call Becky Simmons at Cabe Realty
(828)526-2475

Fifty-five per cent of
Americans believe in
guardian angels;

55%. Think about it.
What’s wrong with the
rest of us? Only 40%
believe in evolution. I
don’t think there’s much
overlap between the two
groups, which means
there are 60% who
believe the creation story,
but who reject the notion
of guardian angels;
healthy skeptics. Maybe
they think God rested before he got
around to creating a cadre of
concierge companions for us.

If there really are guardian angels,
I wonder if God made them up in
advance, or if they’re prepared to
order. It’s a beautiful thought. Life and
an angel both created at the moment
of conception. What happens to the
angel in the event of a miscarriage or
abortion? I don’t think he could be
reassigned; the whole guardian angel
thing seems pretty personal. I don’t
think God’s likely to say, “Osama bin
Laden’s angel just quit. The SEALS are
in the air. Your person just got scraped
out of the womb. Interested in a tough
assignment?”

If angels have been around since
creation and if there is no retirement
plan, they might get bored after
awhile. Teaching angels or nursing
angels might be looking for a change.
A teaching angel could go to God, or
to the angel resource officer and say,
“I’m pretty burnt out on classroom
work. I’m looking for something
more one on one, something with
travel, excitement, adventure. Any
openings over in guardian?

The angel thing is pretty cool. You
have this presence, always at your side
protecting you from danger. So why
do people get hit by cars, get
pneumonia, flunk algebra? There is
obviously a catch in there. You’re
protected as long as you drive less

than 15 miles per hour over
the speed limit, or only if
you avoid napping on
railroad tracks. Who knows?
Maybe unprotected sex voids
the warranty. That would
explain syphilis and AIDS.

If all guardian angels did
a really first rate job, nobody
would die. But people do die.
What happens then? If God
made up all these angels in
advance, how did he know
how many to make?
Population is exploding. Did

he think about penicillin, smallpox
vaccine, and in vitro fertilization? Not
even God could have guessed some lady
would keep all eight embryos produced
by in vitro. People will do anything to
get a reality show.

Maybe God whipped up the angels
when he was doing the universe,
underestimated the lust of his human
creation, and is running short. That
might explain the plague. He might
have let us think we invented the
atomic bomb. Since the flood, God
hasn’t done a very good job of
population control, and the guardian
angel program is showing the strain;
alcoholism, suicides, drop outs.

God made us so smart; he’s having
trouble staying ahead of medical
technology. The pandemic of 1918; that
was a beauty; 40, 50, maybe a 100
million people died. It’s been all down
hill since then. The swine flu must have
been a terrible disappointment. Even
the bird flu hasn’t worked out yet, and it
showed tremendous promise in the
beginning. There seems to be a problem
transmitting it from birds to humans
without open mouth kissing. I’m sure
He’ll get it sorted out, a billion or so
will die, and both the guardian angel
service and the planet will get a
reprieve.

Fifty-five per cent of the American
population believes in guardian angels
and 40% believe in evolution. And we
say the Muslims are backward.

Do you believe in guardian angels?
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PULL OUT

791 Ulco Drive • Franklin, NC
Office: (828) 369-9781 • Fax: (828) 524-6888

Ask about our oil rubbed
7” River Recovered Antique Heartpine

NOW AT OVER 50% OFF!
Solid Unfinished – Starting at $0.89

Solid Pre-finished – Starting at $1.29
Laminate – Starting at $1.09

Vinyl – Starting at $0.77

Now Offering Cabinets (SOLID WOOD)
Unfinished Red Oak and Hickory builder- grade options, as well as
Pre-finished custom       cabinets at big-box store non-wood prices!

The Original Zickgraf Flooring Outlet
Even better than before!

Same building, just 2 doors down

Featuring: Hardwood, Engineered,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

Unbelievable Prices! Ready to Go!

• BACK DAYS •
Those who came before and after

them – Part 8

“Billy” Thomas and “Mattie” Ammons Potts
Photos: Highlands Historical Society

The story of the family of
John Edwin Potts

By Eva Potts Massey

John Edwin Potts was born Aug. 24,
1886, the oldest son, the second of
William Thomas and Martha Am-

mons Potts’ 10 children.
He was named for his grandfather,

John Potts and for Dr. Edwin Kinnebrew
who delivered him. He attended the
schools in Franklin and Highlands. He
finished the 7th grade, the highest grade
available at the time.

He was needed at home to help so he
did not attend Mars Hill or Sylva Colle-
giate Institute to get a higher education.
When a person finished the required sub-
jects for seven grades, he or she had a good
basic education, especially if he or she
retained and used the knowledge. John
Edwin did just that. He had a talent for
leaning and a wonderful gift of retaining
what he read or heard and he continued
to study on his own. His children used to
call him a walking encyclopedia because
he could always answer any questions
asked of him.

The day John Edwin and Ellie Eme-
line Pierson married, his parents told El-
lie “Now that you and Ed are married,
you can stay here and help us while Ed
goes to Mars Hill to study to be a preach-
er.” This didn’t suit Ellie for she had left
school to marry Edwin.

Ellie Emeline Pierson, was born Feb.
24, 1888 in Norton, Jackson County, the
daughter of Roderick Evin Pierson and
Susan White Pierson. Her mother died
when Ellie was 12 years old. Roderick
Pierson had a big job raising a family of
nine of 11 children. Ellie had two sisters
younger than she. Their great uncle and
aunt, Emma and Jerry Pierson, who ran
the Pierson Inn in Highlands took Ellie
and her sister Emma to live with them to
help run the inn.

While they were living there, the
Prince Hodgsons from Athens, GA, too
an interest in Ellie and Emma and asked
them to live with them in Athens where
they could go to school and help with the
Hodgson children.

Ellie attended the Athens Normal
School, which is not the University of
Georgia. She was interested in her scho-
lastic subjects and was active in sports.

She played on the basketball team when
the uniform was big black bloomers, a
white middy blouse and long black
stockings.

Ellie had beautiful blue eyes, natu-
rally wavy dark brown hair and a flaw-
less complexion. Even in her last years,
she had no wrinkles. She walked very
erect, always keeping good posture as
long as she lived.

While with the Hodgsons, she had
the opportunity to go to their summer
home in Massachusetts where she en-
joyed the ocean and the beautiful scen-
ery.

Sometimes during that period of
her life, John Edwin Potts and she be-
came friends. When she was 22 and he
was 24, he influenced her to give up
school and return to Highlands to be his
bride.

On Feb. 28, 1909, they were mar-
ried at the house called “Springdale” on
Chestnut Street. Ellie made her own
wedding dress and traveling suit; their
wedding trip was by horse and buggy
from her home to the Central House on
Main Street for the wedding supper.

The newlyweds lived at the Central
House helping to run the business for a
while. Their next move was to the Phelps
House (the house that currently housed
the Highlands Chamber of Commerce)
where they ran the inn.

John Edwin Potts, Jr., was born at
the Phelps House which was called the
Crisp House at the time on July 1, 1910
and he died Nov. 13, 1910. The baby nev-
er could adjust to his mile or diet in the
four months he lived. It was a sad begin-
ning for a marriage that lasted 47 years.

...to be continued

Join the Old Bones Softball Team
If you are a slow pitch softball player at least 58 years old in 2012 and able to play

during the day, please consider joining the Franklin Old Bones softball team. There is no
upper age limit! The Old Bones softball team is sponsored by Macon Bank and they play
in the Franklin Church League and against nearby cities, playing around 90 day and 14
night games from April thru October. Day games are double-headers on alternating
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday mornings all season. Church league games are played
irregularly on Monday and Friday nights Mid April thru June. Playing in all games is not
required. If you are interested, please contact Jim Hunter at 524-8974 for additional
information.
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• COACH’S CORNER •

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

460 Carolina Way • 526-3742

Biggest selection of high-end consigned
merchandise in Highlands!

Highlands
Fine Consignments

Open Thurs.-Sat.  • 11a-4p

• Henredon Furniture
• Leathercraft Chair & Recliner
• Kitchenaide Refrigerator
• New Stove
• New selection of high-end rugs
• Double beds, chairs and much
  more!

Welcome to the 74th

annual (that figure
may be slightly in-

accurate) version of my
March Madness Four to
Score column.  Today we will
look at the NCAA tourna-
ment, and since this paper
now comes out on Thursday
instead of Wednesday it may
not be a huge help in your
brackets, unless of course you
are an early bird on Thurs-
day morning.

Four Studs you know
Draymond Green-Michigan State.

Dominant physically and improved
mentally…big time presence for the Spar-
tans.

Thomas Robinson-Kansas.  Should
be the player of the year in the NCAA, but
won’t be because of…

Anthony Davis-Kentucky.  Davis is a
one man goalie on defense, but his of-
fense has seen the biggest improvement
this season.

Tyler Zeller-UNC.  The ACC Player
of the Year is an offensive machine in the
post.

Four Studs you don’t know, but
need to

Casper Ware-Long Beach State.  Put
up huge numbers in the spotlight this sea-
son, including 29 versus mighty UNC.
Could carry LB to the sweet 16.

Doug McDermott-Creighton.  Played
his high school ball with Harrison Bar-
nes in Ames, Iowa…turned out to be a
better player than Barnes.  Basketball can
be funny sometimes.

Nate Wolters-South Dakota State.
Wolters is unique for a small school play-
er in that he isn’t a terrific shooter but he
can get to the rim at will and finish with
authority.

Isaiah Canaan-Murray State.  Shoots
well over 40% from three and is a blur
with the basketball.  The Racers went 31-
1 for a reason, and the reason is Canaan.

Four shooters who can change
the game in a hurry

Brady Heslip-Baylor.  Heslip is at 45%
for the season behind the arc and can get
hot in a hurry.

Matt Dellavedova-St. Mary’s.  The
Gaels depend a lot on Dellavedova to run
their offense but he can fill it up behind
the arc if left open.

John Jenkins-Vanderbilt.  Jenkins can
be streaky, but if he gets hot then Vander-
bilt can beat anyone, just ask Kentucky.

Four to Score
Devidas Dulkys-FSU.  The

Seminoles rely on Dulkys to
stretch the defense with his
shooting, and he can be deadly
if left open on the perimeter.

Four Teams that the
shoe fits (The Cinderella
Shoe, that is)

Murray State-While they
slipped under the radar with a
loss, the Racers are essentially
Missouri 2.0 this season.  They
have elite guards and spread the

floor with their speed and quickness.  They
possess the firepower to make a Sweet 16
or Elite 8 run this year.

Long Beach State-The 49ers have all
the ingredients needed to be an Elite 8 team.
They have a star player in Casper Ware, they
have shooters who can stretch the floor and
they have a post presence in Larry Anders-
en who won’t be overwhelmed by power
conference frontcourts.

Belmont-The Bruins are deep, experi-
enced and shoot the heck out of the three
ball.  They took Duke to the wire in Cam-
eron earlier this season and have the chops
to get to the Sweet 16 this season.

Florida State- While not a true Cinder-
ella, I think most people would be surprised
if the Noles made the Final Four.  This team
is capable of winning a NCAA Champion-
ship, primarily because they are tough de-
fensively, they show no fear, and they pos-
sess the experience necessary to not be
cowed by pressure situations.
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• CONSERVATIVE POV

As the many conferences around
the country are holding their
playoffs to determine their

champions and entrants into the
NCAA playoffs, strange things are hap-
pening to provide distractions to this
most critical time of American culture.

First, we were hit by one of the
strongest solar storms in years. Solar
wind attacked the Earth at 4 million
mph. Little damage resulted from the
storm, however, the satellite TV trans-
mission of “The Bachelorette” was in-
terrupted, resulting in several attempt-
ed suicides in Ash Flat, Arkansas. Evi-
dently, it affected the GPS system in
Linsay Lohan’s car to go on the fritz,
causing her to get lost going home
from her favorite club.

Moving on, the Senate rejected an
attempt to fast-track the Keystone XL
pipeline.

From Politico: “The White House
and Democratic leadership squeaked
out a 56-42 vote on an amendment to

March madness strikes U. S.
the Senate’s highway bill,
winning only because 60
votes were needed for pas-
sage. President Barack
Obama had personally
lobbied Democrats with
phone calls urging them
to oppose the measure, as
Republicans continue to
push the pipeline as a job-
creating project needed in
these days of high gasoline
prices.” Thanks, Mr. Presi-
dent, for killing 20,000
jobs the project would cre-
ate.

This one is really
scary. From the American Thinker: “We
all know Obama likes to outsource
work and does not believe as much in
national sovereignty as he does in giv-
ing power over our actions to foreign-
ers. Under questioning by Sen. Jeff Ses-
sions at a Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee hearing, Defense Secretary Leon

Panetta and Joint Chiefs of
Staff Chairman Gen, Mar-
tin Dempsey indicated that
‘international permission,’
rather than Congressional
approval, provided a ‘legal
basis’ for military action by
the United States.

Here is the exchange
that we’re talking about.
The Iranians are listening
and so are the Israelis:

SESSIONS: Do you
think you can act without
Congress and initiate a no-
fly zone in Syria without
congressional approval?

PANETTA: Our goal would be to
seek international permission…
Whether or not we would want to get
permission from the Congress - I think
those are issues we would have to dis-
cuss as we decide what we do here
(WHAT?).

SESSIONS: Well, I’m almost
breathless about what I heard what you
say is ‘we’re going to seek international
approval and we’ll come back and tell
the Congress what we might do, and we
might seek congressional approval’ …
Wouldn’t you agree that would be pretty
breathtaking to the average American?

PANETTA: If we are working with
an international coalition of NATO we
would want to be able to get appropriate
permissions in order to be able to do
that. All of these countries would want
to have some kind of legal basis on
which to act.

SESSIONS: What ‘legal basis’ are
you looking for? What entity?

PANETTA: If NATO made the deci-
sion to go in, that would be one. If we
developed an international coalition be-
yond NATO, then some kind of UN se-
curity resolution would be a basis for
that.

SESSIONS: So you are saying NATO
would give you a ‘legal basis?’ And an ad
hoc coalition of nations would provide
a ‘legal basis?’

PANETTA: We would seek whatever

legal basis we would need in order to
make that justified. We can’t just pull
them altogether without getting the le-
gal basis on which to act.

SESSIONS: I’m all for having inter-
national support, but I’m really baffled
by the idea that somehow an interna-
tional assembly provides a legal basis
for the United States military to be de-
ployed in combat. I don’t think it’s
close to being correct. They provide no
legal authority. The only legal authority
that’s required to deploy the U. S. mili-
tary is the Congress and the president
and the law in the Constitution.”

After the hearing, Sen. Sessions
stated in an interview that Panetta’s
comments were “very revealing of the
mindset” of the administration. Panetta
“seemed so natural in expressing it as if
he didn’t understand this went against”
the fundamentals of our government.

Panetta isn’t the only member of
the administration who has left the res-
ervation. From Yahoo News: “Energy
Secretary Chu Admits Administration
OK with High Gas Prices. Chu uttered
the kind of Washington gaffe that con-
sists of telling the truth when inconve-
nient. According to Politico, Chu admit-
ted to a House committee that the ad-
ministration is not interested in lower-
ing gas prices.

The Heritage Foundation points out
that hammering the American consum-
er with high gas prices to make electric
and hybrid cars more appealing is con-
sistent with Obama administration pol-
icy and Chu’s philosophy. That explains
the refusal to allow the building of the
Keystone XL pipeline and to allow drill-
ing in wide areas of the US, including
offshore.”

Add to the above the Colts cutting
Peyton Manning loose, and that’s
enough madness for March. Well, not
quite. There will be endless college bas-
ketball games, culminating, strangely
enough, with the Championship on
April 2nd.

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net
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• INVESTING AT 4,118 FT •

In today’s world,
when you hear the
word ‘outsourcing,’

sometimes negative
thoughts come to mind.
Over the last decade, the
media has fueled the de-
bate that outsourcing is
only good for the own-
ers of a company, and
that by outsourcing they
are taking American
jobs away. This article
will not refute those
claims, but may give you
another insight on out-
sourcing.

In the real estate
field as in many occupa-
tions, there are several layers of opera-
tions – just like an onion has several lay-
ers and all are important and depend on
each other to get the job done.

There are real estate Brokers, real
estate appraisers, real estate attorneys,
mortgage brokers just to name a few.
Peel those layers back and you reveal
even more layers — there are surveyors,
pest control companies, insurance com-
panies, etc., all which are important and
play roles in completing the objective
which is to close a transaction.

By now, most everyone has heard
of the mega sites that offer ‘all the latest
and greatest’ insights into the real estate
market. There’s Zillow, Trulia, and even
Realtor.com, to name a few, and I’m
sure there are more emerging everyday.
You’d think with a name like
‘Realtor.com’ that real estate brokers
would use that one as their ‘Bible’ but
then, you’d be wrong.

One might argue that these sites are
just a tool that we use to glean informa-
tion, but others say that without these
data bases, we’d be relying on human
research — an actual live person to
spend countless hours doing the re-
search. So in some ways these sites are
outsourcing for the real estate field.

On any given day in the real estate
world, they can be both a simple tool
used to help Brokers ‘get the skinny’ on
the latest statistics to help us with listing
prices and marketing, and sometimes
they are relied on more heavily – almost
as if they (the multiple sites) are indeed
a person, an outsource robot if you will.

Outsourcing in 2012
Locally as Brokers,

one of the most relied
on tools we use is our
multiple listing service,
the Highlands-Cashiers
MLS service, and mem-
bers of the Highlands-
Cashiers Board of Real-
tors. Some of the Bro-
kers in the area are
members of other
broader area boards as
well.

The information
available from our MLS
is invaluable to us in our
profession, but as with
any database or statisti-
cal research tool, the in-

formation is only as good as the informa-
tion entered.

Our MLS records are meant for our
eyes only — the site is password protected
to prevent the general public from gain-
ing access. I would tell you about the se-
cret hand shake, but they’d probably kick

•See  INVESTING page 19

Jeannie Chambers
The Chambers Agency

REALTORS
jsc@chambersagency.net
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• JUST HERS •

Michelle Mead-Armor
michiemead@aol.com

“Do you know why it’s easier to
          be  black than to be gay?”

                          said the  new tenor in the
choir. Practice at the American Cathe-
dral in Paris was over, and most of us
were going to an inexpensive restaurant
for a meal. This charming young man
was doing what several men we knew
had done by leaving a stuffy small town
in the USA to come out of the closet in
Europe. We waited in anticipation for
the rest of his comment. “It’s easier to be
black because at least you don’t have to
break it to your mother.”

No one had to break it to me that
we were French. We weren’t read stories
about Christopher Robin and Winnie
the Pooh, Charlotte’s Web, or The
Wind in the Willows. Our childhood
stories were all about Bécassine and Joan
of Arc. The songs we learned were Sur le
pont d’Avignon, Frère Jacques, and
Savez-vous planter les choux. I didn’t
wear Keds tennis shoes; I wore squeaky

Desperately seeking Ireland
leather sandals with
crepe soles. We didn’t eat
peanut butter or chew
gum. For Christmas Eve,
we gobbled down snails,
to the disgust of my
American classmates. No,
there was no doubt that
one half of the family was
French. But what about
the other side?

My father was not
very forthcoming about
his family. My grandfa-
ther Mead was supposed
to be descended from the
first Meads to come to America from En-
gland. There were vague hints about being
part Mohawk Indian, and more hints
about being related to “Old Snapping Tur-
tle” - General George Meade of Gettys-
burg fame - but I can find no proof of this.
Grandma was from Ireland, but nothing
was ever said about where she came from,

and when she had left. It
was a very lopsided fami-
ly tree, knowing just
about everything about
Maman’s side, and next
to nothing about Daddy’s.

In elementary
school, one March 16th, I
had come home all excit-
ed because the principal
told us that we should
wear green to school for
St. Patrick’s Day. I
couldn’t wait to go to my
room, and find some-
thing appropriate for the

occasion. My father scowled. “You
shouldn’t be wearing green,” he stated
sourly, “You should be wearing orange.” I
looked at Daddy with dismay. Boy, he
must be pretty dumb, I thought. Even a
fourth-grader knows you wear green on
St. Patrick’s Day! It was just a small clue,
but one that would lead to the realization
that we were not the green-wearing, hap-
py leprechaun, Guinness-drinking Irish.
No, my grandmother’s folk were sullen,
whiskey-drinking, Catholic-hating Prot-
estants from Northern Ireland.

Not that you’d be able to pick up
much from what was said when we were
around. The majority of the anti-Catholic
rhetoric had been spewed at my mother
when she arrived from France at the end
of World War II. My poor mother was
nominally Catholic the way most French
people are Catholic – she was baptized,
did her first Communion, and expected
to be married and buried in the Church.
Other than that, most French people nev-
er set foot in church unless those church-
es are also historic monuments.

My grandmother Margaret was
called “Peg,” to avoid confusion with her
mother, also named Margaret. My great
grandmother had come to America in
1908, leaving her home of Portadown in
County Armagh, Northern Ireland. The
name came from the Irish Port a’ Dúnáin
meaning “port of the small stronghold.”
The town sits on the River Bann in the
north of the county, about 23 miles south-
west of Belfast.

Great grandmother Margaret, aged
30, arrived in New York, passing through
Ellis Island with the Irish-born part of her
brood – daughters Ellenor, Margaret (my

grandmother) Sarah, and Emma, and
son Henry. I assume that my great grand-
father, Henry Harrison, was already liv-
ing in America, and sent for his family
to join him. Reunited, the family ex-
panded in the New World, adding
daughters Dorothy and Annie, and sons
William and Edward.

Did they miss their home in North-
ern Ireland? They never said. What had
been their professions when they lived
in Portadown? The main industry was
linen production, but it also included
carpet-making, baking, engineering, and
even whiskey distilling and brewing.
The Harrison clan was very close knit,
but our side of the family was sadly not
included. My father had insisted on go-
ing to college on the GI Bill, and this
gesture was considered an act of betray-
al, that he thought he was better than
the rest of the family. He probably was.

There was no nostalgia for the Old
Country, no celebration of Irish culture,
art or music. I’d asked Grandma about
her Irish roots once, and got a short, bit-
ter comment about the bad old days,
when Help Wanted ads and signs often
contained those words which make us
flinch today, “No Irish Need Apply” or
“Irish Need Not Apply.” Even at a young
age, I realized that this was a topic best
not brought up.

My father had shown no interest in
visiting Ireland, but I had always longed
to go there. In 1961, my mother, brother,
and I had traveled down the St.
Lawrence Seaway to Europe. I remem-
ber sailing along the coast of Ireland to
Cork, whitewashed cottages dotting the
hillsides of bright green. I even took a
photo, wondering what circumstances
could drive people to leave such a lovely
place.

In 2008, John and I finally got our
wish, when we joined Maman for a trip
to Scotland and Ireland. Most of the
two-week tour was spent under umbrel-
las. On the day we took the ferry from
Stranraer to Larne, however, the sun
burst through the clouds. It was fitting
that John and I – both of us with Irish
roots – discovered the land of our ances-
tors together. Our Christmas card that
year featured John in his new Irish
tweed jacket, a cap jauntily perched on

•See JUST HERS page  19
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pal Church at Fifth and Main streets.
Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the

Highlands Conference Center at noon.
• Closed AA Women’s meeting, 5:30 p.m. at

the Episcopal Church at Fifth and Main streets.
• NAMI offers Peer-to-Peer Recovery Edu-

cation Course. NAMI Appalachian South, the local
affiliate of the National Alliance on Mental Illness, is
offering a 10 week education class in Franklin on
Tuesdays, starting March 13, 6:30-8:30. This is a
nationally recognized course designed for individ-
uals living with the challenge of mental illness. The
course covers the major mental illnesses, treat-
ments, coping strategies, relapse prevention, re-
covery and wellness in a confidential setting. There
is no charge. Pre-registration is required. For more
information or to register contact: Paul 524-9133 or
Hank 342-34789.

Wednesdays
• The Highlands Mountaintop Rotary meets

at 7:30 a.m. in the dining room at the Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. Enter the hospital in the main or
emergency entrance and follow the signs down-

•See  EVENTS page 12

• Registration is now open for the 2012 sum-
mer nature day camps at the Highlands Nature
Center. Five different camps are offered: “WOW! – a
World of Wonder” (ages 4-6), “Amazing Animals”
(ages 7-10), “NatureWorks” (ages 8-11), “Moun-
tain Explorers” (ages 10-13), and “Junior Ecolo-
gists” (ages 11-14). Most camps are offered more
than once during the summer. Sessions run from
Tuesday to Friday each week. For complete sched-
ules, costs, and other information, please call 828-
526-2623 or visit www.wcu.edu/hbs.

Daily
• CORE classes at Mountain Fitness on Caro-

lina Way. Tues., Thurs., Sat.,. 9:30; Mon., Wed.,
Thurs., 5:15. $10 per class or ask about specials.
Call 526-9083. (st. 6/9)

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the Rec Park.

8:30-9:30 a.m. $20/month.
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec

Park, 8-9 a.m. $10 per class or $40 a month.
• Zumba at the Rec Park, 9:05a-10a. $5 per

calss. First class free. Call Mary Barbour for Frank-
lin schedule: 828-342-2498.

Mondays
• Closed AA meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the Episco-

For several years the annual Bel Can-
to Recital has had the music program at
Highlands School as one of its benefi-
ciaries. Since 2004 Bel Canto has donat-
ed over $50,000 which has allowed the
school music program to purchase much
needed instruments for the band and
music to expand its program. John
Gorecki as music teacher at Highlands
School has been leading this expansion
including instruments and instruction
materials for the Orff System aimed at
younger children teaching them the ba-
sics of music and rhythm.

This year the Bel Canto Steering
Committee is excited about a further ex-
pansion of the music program to include
a choral group. The group meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays after school and is
open to all students in K through 6th
grades. Shelley Denham who is an ac-
tive substitute teacher at Highlands
School and has over 30 years of experi-
ence directing children’s choirs as well
as working with children and youth of
all ages in various programmatic and ed-
ucational capacities. She is a published

composer, specializing in congregational
hymns and songs, with pieces in the Uni-
tarian Universalist Hymnbook, the Free
Christian and Unitarian Hymnbook
(United Kingdom), and the Quaker and
upcoming American Ethical Culture
hymnbooks. She is a member of High-
lands First Presbyterian Church Choir,
and is a member of the "Just Us 4" Quar-
tet with her husband Ian and extended
family members Tom and Jane Warth. She
is also hoping to begin a choir for older
students in the 7th through 12th grades
which would be a more “formal” group
to meet the needs of young people who
are seriously interested singing.

She recently discussed the goals and
purpose she had for the choral program:

• Provide Highlands students with
an Arts activity that our school day can-
not accommodate

• Enrich their lives
• Foster a love of singing
• Allow them to experience the mean-

ingfulness and FUN of making music to-
gether!

• Singing in the After School Choir
is an important way for children and
youth to:

 • Discover their ability to sing
 • Teach young people to use their

voices well
 • Learn a wide variety of music
 • Teach singing “by ear” AND read-

ing music
 • Enhance listening and blending

skills
 • Increase confidence & self-esteem
 • Build community
 • Establish new friendships of vary-

ing ages
 • Allow children to work as a “team”
 • Offer performance opportunities
The K through 6 group currently con-

sists of 15 students and there is a group of
older students who are interested in be-
coming the core of a choir for the 7
through 12 group.

The annual Bel Canto Recital will be
held later this year on September 9.

Bel Canto set for
Sept. 9 this year

Stephen Mark Brown, tenor, was
one of the performers last year.
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PULL OUT Highlands Area Upcoming Events
stairs. Visitors are welcome. Meetings end at 8:30
am.

• Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at 8:30
a.m. at First Baptist Church.

• The Homegrown Buds, a homeschool 4-H
club, meets at noon at the Macon County Library on
Siler Road in Franklin at 1 p.m.

Wednesdays & Fridays
• Open AA meeting at noon at the Episcopal

Church at Fifth and Main streets.
Thursdays
• Al-Anon meeting, noon at the Episcopal

Church on Main and Fifth streets.
• The Highlands Writers Group meets at 1 p.m.

at the Hudson Library on Thursdays. Free writing
exercises. Bring a seven-minute writing piece to
read. Newcomers are welcome. Call Anne Doggett
at 526 8009.

• Free Dinner at the Cashiers Community Cen-
ter froim 5-7 p.m. Mostly organic, healthy food. Do-
nations accepted. Call 743-5706 for more informa-
tion. Volunteers needed!

Thursdays - Mondays
• At Paoletti’s, 15%-25% off promotions. Call

526-4906 for reservations.
Every Saturday through March
• The Art Room, 45 East Main St. in Franklin is

having free Make & Take Classes from 10am to
12:30. Come make a Card...Ages 15 and up please!
For More Information call Dianne 828-349-3777 or
Robin 828-421-9891.

Every Third Saturday
• The Highlands Memorial Post #370 of the

American Legion meets at the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Breakfast is at 9 am. Meeting is at 10 a.m. All veter-
ans are invited to attend.

Thursday, March 15
• Sediment & Erosion Control Training; Thurs-

day at 9 am at the Cashiers Library. Classroom
presentation and hands-on field component by
NCSU Soil Science Department. Learn how to prop-
erly install silt fences, drop inlets, baffles, wattles and
ground cover. Earthmovers, Graders, Contractors,
Landscapers, Architects, Designers, Engineers and
Inspectors are encouraged to attend. The cost is
$20 for materials and a boxed lunch. Pre-registra-
tion required, call J-MCA at 828-526-0890 x320
OR annav@j-mca.org to register and for more in-
formation.

• Taize at the Highlands United Methodist
Church at 5:30 p.m.

Friday, March 16
• An American Red Cross Adult CPR/AED

course will be conducted through Macon County
Public Health. The course will be held on Friday
March 16th from 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 pm at Macon
County Public Health located at 1830 Lakeside Drive.
Participants must pre-register and pre-pay at the
Macon County Public Health Center by Monday,

March 12. For more information on class fees and
to pre-register please call Melissa at 349-2459.

• The High Mountain Squares will dance this
Friday night at the Macon County Community Build-
ing on Route 441 South from 6:30 to 9 PM. Brenda
Holt from Greenville, SC will be the caller. We dance
Western Style Square Dancing, main/stream and
plus levels. There will be a Plus Workshop from
6:30 to 7. Everyone is welcome. For information
call 828-349-0905, 828-524-4930, 828-524-2280,
or www.highmountainsquares.org

Sat. - Fri., March 17-30
• At The Bascom. From Mud to Art Highlands

High School Ceramics, Landing Gallery. Explore
with the students as they not only demonstrate their
proficiency in pottery but their understanding of the
science and chemistry that makes it happen. Stu-
dent work and an explanation of clay bodies, firing
and glazing will be on view. Now in its third year,
the High School Ceramics Class is an ongoing
partnership between Highlands School and The
Bascom.

Sat. & Sun., March 17 – 18
• At The Bascom. Everything Kitchen. 10 am

– 4 pm. You can make those every day happen-
ings more fun by creating your own custom pieces
to use in the kitchen. Make anything and every-
thing you can imagine. Instructor: Frank Vickery.
Levels: I, II & III. Tuition: $175 member/$210 non-
member.

Sat., March 17
• At The Bascom. From Mud to Art Highlands

High School Ceramics Opening Reception. 5 –
7pm

• At The Bascom. Art Cinema. Sit back and
enjoy our weekly feature presentation “Secrets of
Stonehenge” 2 pm.

• A Greenway Work Trip. Meet at the Rec
Park at 9 a.m. The Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
and Highlands Plateau Greenway are planning a
joint work trip event to plant various native species
at the upper Big Bearpen Road trailhead at Rhodo-
dendron Park. Thanks to a grant from the Laurel
Garden Club, a number of native plants, including
sedges, ferns, azaleas, and rhododendron have
been purchased and will be replanted along the
Kelsey Trail. If interested in participating, call Hillrie
Quin at 526-2384 or email at hmquin@frontier.com.

Sunday, March 18
• The Eckerd College Concert Choir and the

Eckerd Ringers will perform in a concert at 3 pm on
Sunday at First Presbyterian Church. The groups
will also participate in the 11 a.m. worship service
that morning. The concert choir and ringers are
directed by Dr. Marion Smith, who serves as Pro-
fessor of Music and Director of Choral Music at
Eckerd College. Dr. Smith received his Ph.D. from
Washington University. Everyone is cordially invit-
ed to attend the morning worship service as well as

The Bascom’s March schedule of
exhibitions includes:

Emerging Artists: Frank Vickery
from March 24- May 10 in the Atrium
Gallery.

Every year, a graduate student from
Western Carolina University is chosen
to install his or her thesis exhibition at
The Bascom. Frank Vickery, the honor-
ee this year, is no stranger to us. He has
been with our institution as an intern
and is currently The Bascom's Ceram-
ics Program Manager. Frank has been
selected for the quality of his work, his
dedication to the field of ceramics and
his enthusiastic ability to share his tal-
ent with others. Join us for the opening
reception for this exhibition on Satur-
day, March 24 from 5-7 pm. Support
for this exhibition is provided by the
Koski Family Foundation.

Chicks: It's All Gone to the Birds
from March 31- June 17 in the Bunzl
Gallery.

Join us in celebrating the fascinat-
ing world of our feathered friends. This
exceptional collection of avian themed
art showcases artists at their finest ob-
serving and creating images of the world
around us through the eyes of scientists,
environmentalists and conservators. A
true celebration of the freedom of flight,

March brings two exceptional
exhibitions to The Bascom

Plus, take advantage of
The Bascom’s early bird discount!

this exhibition is presented in partner-
ship with the Highands Biological Sta-
tion and the Highlands Plateau Audubon
Society. The exhibition’s opening recep-
tion on March 24 from 6-8 pm features a
presentation from artist Susan Taylor Glas-
gow. Support for this exhibition is pro-
vided by Nancy and Larry Fuller; Audu-
bon North Carolina; and Delta Air Lines,
The Official Air Line of The Bascom.

Don’t miss out on a wonderful
opportunity to take a class at The Bascom
and receive a discount! Classes include
ceramics, painting, drawing, photogra-
phy, writing and much, much more. The
Early Bird Discount at The Bascom runs
until March 31st. Sign up for any 2012
adult class or workshop priced over $100
dollars by this date and receive a 10% dis-
count when you pay in full. This offer is
good for classes valued over one hundred
dollars based on the membership price.

The Bascom is open year-round -
Monday through Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm
and Sunday, 12 noon to 5 pm. Enjoy work-
shops, exhibitions, special events and
quality programs throughout the year at
The Bascom. For more information, to
register for Bascom workshop offerings
or for more details on all Bascom activi-
ties, visit www.TheBascom.org or call
828.526.4949.

 Communal Nest by Susan Taylor Glasgow is part of the Chicks: It’s All
Gone to the Birds Exhibition opening on March 31st in the Bunzl Gallery
at The Bascom.
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the afternoon concert, which will take place in the
sanctuary at First Presbyterian Church. The
church is located at the corner of Main and 5th

Streets. Handicap entrances are located on
Church Street and on 5th Street.

Mon. & Wed., March 19, 21, 26, 28
• At The Bascom. Ceramic Sculpture.

12noon – 2pm. This is a great class for all inter-
ested in learning how to construct sculptures in
clay. Instructor: Colette Clark. Levels: I & II. Tu-
ition: $125 member/$160 non-member per
month.

Mon. – Thurs., March 19, 22
• At The Bascom. Drawing Basics and Be-

yond. 10am – 12noon or 5:15 – 7:15pm. For
the absolute beginner or as a refresher for skilled
artists, discover a new sense of self and spirit
enhance your observational skills and develop
confidence and awareness. Explore drawing
without making a lengthy or expensive commit-
ment. Instructor: Knight Martorell. Levels: I & II.
Tuition: $100 members/$135 non-members per
month

The Eckerd College Concert Choir
and the Eckerd Ringers will perform in a
concert at 3pm on Sunday, March 18 at
First Presbyterian Church. The groups
will also participate in the 11:00 worship
service that morning. The concert choir
and ringers are directed by Dr. Marion
Smith, who serves as Professor of Music
and Director of Choral Music at Eckerd
College. Dr. Smith received his Ph.D.
from Washington University.

     The Eckerd Concert Choir is open
to the vocal amateur as well as the music
major and performs on and off campus
and tours each spring. One of the goals
of the choir is to provide each singer a
complete musical experience within the
framework of a liberal arts education. The
Concert Choir and Eckerd Ringers have
made a number of International tours
including a tour to England with perfor-
mances in Oxford, York, Canterbury, and
London; the People’s Republic of China,
Italy, Spain, and more.

     Formed in 1990, The Eckerd Ring-
ers is an ensemble of twelve ringers.
Membership is open to all students. The
Eckerd Ringers play on five octaves of
Schulmerich handbells and five octaves
of Suzuki handchimes. The Eckerd Ring-
ers play a variety of music ranging from
arrangements of familiar hymns and oth-
er well known works to original compo-
sitions written especially for bells and
chimes. The Eckerd Ringers appear in
concert with the Concert Choir through-
out the academic year.

     Since Eckerd College (formerly
Florida Presbyterian College) opened its
doors, it has earned a reputation for cre-
ating new and better opportunities for

Eckerd College Concert Choir and Eckerd Ringers
to perform in March 18 Concert

learning. Eckerd has been consistently rat-
ed among the foremost of American col-
leges and universities. The college looks for
superior methods of educating its students,
not in order to be different but to offer a
more rewarding and useful educational ex-
perience.

     Eckerd College is located in St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida, and was named after phi-
lanthropists, the late Jack and Ruth Eckerd,
long time seasonal residents of Highlands.
Dr. Donald Eastman, III has served as pres-

ident of the college since 2001. He and
his wife, Christine, are seasonal resi-
dents of Highlands, and attend First
Presbyterian Church.

     Everyone is cordially invited to
attend the morning worship service as
well as the afternoon concert, which
will take place in the sanctuary at First
Presbyterian Church. The church is
located at the corner of Main and 5th
Streets. Handicap entrances are locat-
ed on Church Street and on 5th Street.

•See EVENTS page 14

Tuesday, March 20
• Macon County Public Library Blood Drive,

149 Siler Farm Road, Franklin, 10 am to 7 pm.
Please call 524-3600 for more information or to
schedule an appointment. All presenting donors are
automatically entered into a drawing for a pair of
Delta Airline Tickets!

• Highlands Dialogue at the Hudson Library
from 10–11:30 a.m. The Great Reset by Richard
Florida (book). Coordinator: Virginia Wilson.

• Macon County Democratic Women will meet

at 1 PM at the Sunset Restaurant in Franklin.  Plans
will be discussed for the Democratic Women Cook-
book and for the annual Potato Dinner to be held on
March 22. Men are invited.

Wed., March 21, 28
• At The Bascom. Painting Basics and Beyond.

10am – 12noon. Enjoy the painting experience from
inspiration, to design, to finished painting. An oppor-
tunity to create captivating works of art while learning
or expanding your knowledge of the building blocks
for application, design and color. Instructor: Robin

Swaby Levels: I & II. Tuition: $100 member/$135
non-member per month

Thursday, March 22
• Taize at Holy Family Lutheran Church at

5:30 p.m.
Sat. – Sun., March 24 – 25
• At The Bascom, Everything Bath. 10 am – 4

pm. Any decorative or functional ideas for that per-
fect soap dish, cup or wall tile? This is the class to
try it out. Bring your ideas, samples or sketches

Ruby Cinemas Franklin NC
828-524-2076

• JOHN CARTER
Now Playing Through 3/22/12

• DR. SEUSS' THE LORAX
Now Playing Through 3/22/12

• JOURNEY 2: THE
MYSTERIOUS ISLAND

Starting March 16th
• IRON LADY

Starting March 16th

Quin Theaters Sylva NC
828-586-5918

• 21 JUMP STREET
Starting Friday, March 16
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and the instructor will assist you in making them a
reality. Instructor: Frank Vickery. Levels: I, II & III.
Tuition: $175 member/$210 non-member

March 24 – May 10
• At The Bascom. Emerging Artists: Frank Vick-

ery. Atrium Gallery. Every year, we select a grad-
uate student from Western North Carolina Univer-
sity to install his or her thesis exhibition at The Bas-
com. Frank Vickery, the honoree this year is no
stranger to us. He has been with our institution as
an intern and is currently The Bascom’s Ceramics
Program Manager. Frank has been selected for
the quality of his work, his dedication to the field of

ceramics and his enthusiastic ability to share his tal-
ent with others.

Sat., March 24
• Shiitake and oyster mushroom cultivation work-

shop at The Bascom at 2-5 p.m. Tools and tips on
cultivating mushrooms. Hands-on project includes
drilling mushroom logs, plugging the holes with mush-
room spawn and sealing them with hot wax. Call
JMCA at 526-0890 x320 to register.

• At The Bascom. Emerging Artists: Frank Vick-
ery. Opening Reception. 5 – 7pm.

• At The Bascom. Art Cinema. Sit back and
enjoy our weekly feature presentation “Roman City”
2 pm.

Friday, May 25-Monday, May 28
• At The Highlands Playhouse, Libby Whitte-

more. Call 828-526-2695 for ticket information.
Monday, March 26
• Franklin Health and Fitness Blood Drive, 1214

East Main Street, Franklin, 9 am to 1:30 pm. Please
call 369-5608 for more information or to schedule
an appointment. All presenting donors are auto-
matically entered into a drawing for a pair of Delta
Airline Tickets!

Highlands Pharmacy
& Main Street Pharmacy

In its 20th year, The Tour de Cash-
iers 2012 theme is Ride for Health and
will be held on Saturday, May 5th. Staged
among the mountains of Western North
Carolina, the tour consists of three routes,
25 miles, 62 miles and 100 miles. All
routes take in vistas of springtime in the
mountains along quiet mountain back
roads. Riders from the Tour range from
the occasional cyclist to some of the re-
gion’s toughest riders. The event for some
is a lifetime challenge and for the hard-
core, a great training ride, such as the
Assault on Mount Mitchell.

 The Tour will continue to operate
on a non-profit status with the Hospital
Foundation as the lead organization. As
in past years, any proceeds will benefit
Cashiers non-profits that help with the
event in addition to the Hospital.

“More than 50% of the budgeted rev-
enue is provided by sponsorship contri-
butions and I am counting on strong sup-
port this year,” said Clark Moore. “It’s a
win-win for everyone.”

Walker Taylor, food & beverage chair,
has lined up local restaurants such as The
Orchard, GameKeeper’s Tavern, Fati-
gati's/Tommy's Coffee Shop, and Buck’s
to donate cuisine for the event.

Marketing efforts have been expand-
ed with the re-design of two new web-
sites by Callie Calloway, HCH commu-
nications specialist who is in charge of
marketing the event. “We have already
begun to receive enthusiastic feedback
from previous year’s riders; many are say-
ing they will bring their friends this year,”
said Calloway. The tour is working with
area chambers of commerce along with
other cycling events, bicycle shops and
clubs from Atlanta to Greenville and
Asheville as well as local retailers and
organizations to get the word out. More
than 250 participants are expected. The
surrounding communities benefit
through increased tourism, image en-

From left: Charter volunteer and
sponsorship chair, Clark Moore with
veteran tour enthusiast and artist,
Ethan Staats display Tour de Cash-
iers new look and artwork for the
2012 Tour de Cashiers Ride for
Health.

Tour de Cashiers:
‘Ride for Health’ is

May 5

hancement and retail patronage as bicy-
clers bring their families and friends to
the Cashiers and Highlands area.

 “We are thrilled to have the help of
the team at the Hospital,” said faithful vol-
unteer William McKee. “The Tour de
Cashiers is a favorable tradition in our
community and with their direction, the
event will continue to thrive. The Tour
will be a great boost for the Hospital as
well as our area.”

As in previous years, the Tour will be
partnering with a similar ride in Walhal-
la, SC, “Issaqueena’s Last Ride”. The com-
bination of these two rides called the Blue
Ridge Double has become popular. The
events will be on consecutive weekends.

All rides for the Tour de Cashiers start
at the Village Green on Saturday May 5,
at 9 a.m. The early-registration cost is $40
or $35 for riders who sign up for the Dou-
ble. The entry fee includes a t-shirt, light
breakfast and a hearty post-ride lunch
donated by local restaurants, as well as
on-road support and well-stocked rest
stops. All rider registration is through our
website, http://
www.TourdeCashiers.com. For more in-
formation or to volunteer, please contact
Callie Calloway at (828) 526-1313.
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its

gentle touch.

• Dental Implants
• Root Canal Therapy
• Single Visit Crowns

• Orthodontics including Invisalign
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions

and of course Fillings and Cleanings!
(IV Sedation, too)

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

•See HEALTH MATTERS page 19

By Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks

The New York Times reported
about the rise in cavities among
the preschool population – the first

such rise in 40 years. Dentists all over
the country are reporting seeing young
children with 6 to 10 cavities. Some have
even more and the levels of decay are so
severe that treatment must be completed
using general anesthesia.

Dental decay is the #1 chronic dis-
ease in children and the problem is
growing. Why are kids suffering from
dental decay?

Bottled Water – More families are
drinking bottled water rather than fluo-
ridated water from the tap. Fluoridated
water is a proven cavity fighter.

Snacking – Kids used to eat three
meals a day with one or two snacks.
Now children (and adults) are snacking
all day long which provides an unlimit-
ed supply of food for the oral bacteria
that cause cavities.

Lack of Knowledge – Parents are

Why are more preschoolers
getting cavities?

unsure about when to start using fluoride
toothpaste or when they should take their
child to visit the dentist, many people
don’t worry about baby teeth because they
assume they are only temporary anyway.

Sippy Cups – Sippy cups and baby
bottles keep the floor a lot cleaner but
they also allow the child to walk around
for hours with sugary liquids coating their
teeth. Limit sippy cups to water only (tap
please) and allow small amounts of juice
only with meals.

Losing the toothbrush wars –
Many toddlers, actually most toddlers,
don’t like brushing their teeth so the
twice a day ritual becomes an ordeal for
parents and children. Keep up the fight! A
soft toothbrush is a lot less upsetting than
having several cavities that need to be
filled. Parents need to remember that
small children don’t have the coordina-
tion to brush by themselves so a little
help is needed.

The American Dental Association
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The Community Care Clinic in Franklin, which is located at the
Macon County Public Health Center, desperately needs volunteers.

If interested call 828-349-2085 or email
communitycareclinicfranklin@gmail.com

Nursing/Clinical Volunteers:
These individuals provide clinical services to patients including

intake (BP, Temp., Height, and Weight), limited testing (finger stick
glucose, dip stick urine, and pregnancy testing), and assisting the pro-
viders during patient treatment.

Position Requirements: Individuals must have practical skills
necessary to provide the services listed. Individuals may have formal
training such as RNs, LPNs, MAs, and other clinically trained individ-
uals.

Clerical and Administrative Volunteers:
The clinic utilizes a number of volunteers to assist with the cler-

ical and administrative functions of the clinic. Volunteers in this cat-
egory will assist directly with patients in the intake and overall treat-
ment of the patients. Volunteers will work at the reception desk assist-
ing patient with the completion of forms. Volunteers will assist the
clinic administrator with other clerical tasks both during the clinic
and between clinics such as typing, filing, phone calls, etc.

Position Requirements: Volunteers must possess a positive atti-
tude, be interested in helping others and maintain strict confidential-
ity regarding patient medical information. No formal training is re-
quired. The clinic will provide volunteer orientation and training for
all individuals.

Communications and Marketing Volunteers:
The clinic relies on volunteers and donations to sustain the clin-

ic’s important services. Volunteers are needed to provide written com-
munications to media, volunteers, and clinic supporters. In addition,
there is a need for a volunteer to maintain the clinic’s website. Special
projects may include annual reports, grant reporting, etc. Position
Requirements: Volunteers must possess excellent written communi-
cation skills, and be interested in promoting the work of the clinic.

ALL VOLUNTEERS
The clinic provides a mandatory orientation and training

program for all volunteers. Medical volunteers receive an orientation
by the Medical Director and Clinic Director. Most volunteers agree to
provide services at least once per month. Individual scheduling is
done by the volunteer and the responsibility for absences is left to the
volunteer to fill. Clinic volunteers can either be full time residents or
part time residents.

Volunteers needed!

throughout the system.
At the Tuesday, March 13

Macon County Commission
meeting, Brigman got the go-
ahead to begin the process.

“If the county is awarded the
funds, the money is sought
through normal lending proce-
dures and the interest rate is based
on the county’s credit rating and
then the Feds buy it down to zero
percent,” said Horton.

The county’s credit rating is
golden and was just given anoth-
er positive adjustment according
to County Finance Director Lori
Hall.

The county/BOE is applying
for $1.5 million of QZAB funds
targeted for Highlands School for
repairs and renovations, as re-
quired. Specifically, elementary
wing renovations – HVAC, new
ceiling, electrical upgrades, lights,
paint, window replacements –
middle school roof replacement,
sidewalk repairs, and more as
funding permits. Brigman said
some of this will  require engineer-
ing studies and architectural ser-
vices.

In addition, part of the QZAB
allocation requires a 10% match
from the community which can

be “in-kind” services.
QSCB funds totaling a little

over $2 million would be used for
construction, repairs and renova-
tions at Union Academy, Macon
Middle School, Franklin High
School and Nantahala School.

The request and draft propos-
al for the QSCB funds had to be
postmarked March 16. The coun-
ty has more time for the QZAB
request which will give Brigman
time to work on the required
community match.

Commissioners agreed to go
after the money, but said they
were only agreeing to “get in line”
for the funds not committing to

using them if awarded.
“But if you have capital needs

that you know you will have to
do, you can either budget for
them and do them a little at a
time, or use these funds to do it
all at once at zero percent inter-
est,” said Commission Chairman
Kevin Corbin.

At its Tuesday budget meet-
ing, the BOE drafted about $1.7
million in Capital Outlay needs
for the county, some of which are
included in the QZAB and QSCB
requests.

 It was also reported that
Highlands School’s new boilers
have been delivered and will be
installed on a warm day when

students aren’t in attendance.
At Tuesday night’s meeting

the Macon County Commission
also OK’d funding a new, auto-
matic fire alarm system for The
Hudson Library. Its manual 1984
system is antiquated and does lit-
tle good if no one is there to pull
the switch.

Commissioner Jim Tate re-
quested that the project be con-
sidered in FY 2012-13 budget dis-
cussions, but Horton said it’s like-
ly it could be funded in this fiscal
year. He said he and Hall will
know more by April’s commis-
sion meeting.

– Kim Lewicki

... QZAB continued from page 1



Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, March 15, 2012 - 828-526-3228 - Page 17

PULL OUT
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172• 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship – 11

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. Fourth Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: School 9:30 a.m.; Morning Worship 10:45 a.m., Evening

Worship, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m.

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376

Sun: School 9:45 a.; Worship10:50 a.; Youth Group 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 –

Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)

HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell

2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;

Worship/Communion – 10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Choir – 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin

828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor: Clayton Lopez • 828-743-9704

Independent Bible Church
Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big Ridge

Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH

Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor – Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 11 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Clifford Willis

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6
p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer.
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA

Church: 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011

Worshipping at the facilities of Whiteside Presbyterian Church,
Cashiers

Sun.: Holy Communion - 9 a.m.; Adult Forum - 10:45 at Buck’s
Coffee Cafe, Cashiers

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church

Thurs.: Women’s Prayer Group - 10 a.m., Whiteside Presbyterian
Church; Healing Service at noon

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30 am: Adult Sunday School

10:30 am: Middle School; 10:45 am: Children’s Program,. Worship
Service. 12:30 pm Student Arts Group, 5 p.m. HS

Wed.: 6pm: CBC University Program
EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

526-2968 • Reverend Bruce Walker
Sunday: Education for children & adults and choir rehearsal

beginning at 9:00am. Holy Eucharist Rite II Service held at 10:30am
in the Main Nave of the Church.

Monday: 4 p.m. Women’s Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Men’s Cursillo Group; Bible Study 10:30 a.m.

Reverend Howard L’Enfant
Thursday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Charles Harris, Pastor • 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.; Evening Worship
6:30

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m.,
Prayer Meeting – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:15-8:15 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor

Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun. School – 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays – Choir – 7

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

Bible Study – 6 pm
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD

• PLACES TO WORSHIP •John 3:16 Proverbs 3:5• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

The trail led up the mountain. We could see it from
where stood. If you followed it with your eyes, you’d
see that it ended in a dark gash. It looked like a gaping

mouth opening up ready to devour whatever dared to
scurry by.

That was our destination. So we loaded up our water
bottles and whatever else we had and headed up the trail.
The first mile or so took as through the village, then as we
left the village and began to climb the mountain we
started to sweat; the going got slower and harder.

Our party was made up of adults and us kids so the
pace was erratic. Some of us kids would dash ahead only
to be reined in again, “Don’t get too far ahead!” As we
climbed and started approaching our destination the
lighthearted conversations tapered and were replaced by
a foreboding sense of apprehension. We were heading
closer to the gash on the mountain.

Instinctively, the kids remained with the group
instead of dashing ahead. At the final fork in the trail we
took a last head count and were told to stay together, were
almost there.

I remember thinking; you know the trees and the
undergrowth are darker here. The air even seemed to
have a foul sense about it.

And as we marched on we could almost feel
something holding us back and at the same time
corralling us in.

The last turn, over a large tumbled litter of boulders
and a mess of tangled tree roots and brambles and there
it was—the witch doctors cave.

The walls and ceiling of the cave were covered with
dark soot, making them ash black. As we looked around
we saw why, there were many altars all over the floor of
the cave. Candles and incense had been burning.

Along with the candles, we also saw chicken heads
and the remains of animals that had been sacrificed.
There was also red spattered among the white of the wax
and the feathers; blood of the sacrifices.

The whole scene was intriguing. We looked around
and saw that the witch doctor was not there, but he had
been and not too long ago.

We lingered just a bit more, then we all got together

Pastor Clayton Lopez
Mountain Bible Church

What are
you hungry

for?

•See SPIRITUALLLY SPEAKING page 18
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Larry Rogers
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking
Trackhoe Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities

(828) 526-2874

American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial
• Over 40 Years Experience

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery

(864) 638-9661• Open: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday

Successful wayfinding is more than
just signs. It is crating a "seamless experi-
ence" of a community through the use of
websites, printed materials, GPS, QR
codes and signs.

Since every destination in a commu-
nity can't be on a wayfinding sign, the
ultimate goal of a successful sign system
is to get visitors to key destinations in the
community. Here, they will be able to get
more information through maps, bro-
chures, kiosks, pedestrian level wayfind-
ing signs and personal assistance.

For instance, in Highlands, getting
visitors to public parking is already known
to be an essential function of wayfinding
signs particularly during the busy summer
months.

Once visitors are parked, having pe-
destrian oriented wayfinding signs or

kiosks may be the next essential wayfind-
ing element. However, the questionnaire
is designed to get essential community in-
put to ensure that the sign system address-
es the primary goals of the system.

Sign Types:
To better evaluate the types and con-

tent of signs needed, here is summary of
the various wayfinding sign types:

• Gateway Signs: Located at the town
limits, welcomes visitors and employs the
brand in its design. (NCDOT review is like-
ly required for these.)

• Vehicular Trailblazing Signs:
These signs are sized to the speed and size
of the road. They can have no more than
three destinations per sign in or to be read-
able. These signs will be on the major routes
coming into Highlands -- again, it's likely
NCDOT review will be required. Destina-

... WAYFINDING continued from page 2
tions on these signs are usually key visitor
destinations such as a visitor's center, down-
town and large attractions like theaters or
convention centers. Supplemental trail-
blazer signs can be used to direct visitors
once they are in close proximity to a partic-
ular destination.

• Parking Directional Signs: Gets
visitors to major public parking areas or lots.
They can employ the "P" symbol that coor-
dinates with the brand designed by Arnett
& Muldrow.

• Pedestrian Trailblazer Signs:
These signs are much smaller in size and
can have many more destinations since the
information is being read from a pedestri-

an perspective instead of from the auto-
mobile.

• Kiosks: These signs can contain
maps, current event information and so
on and are best located in areas with high
level of visitor parking. They need to be
designed and placed so they are easily seen..

"The branding stage of the process is
still receiving public input and isn't com-
plete yet, but the wayfinding stage, which
is the most important part of the entire
project, will begin at the end of March.
Public input on this questionnaire is vital
to its success," said Ran Shaffner.

Please fill out the accompanying ques-
tionnaire and return it to Town Hall.

and we prayed. We prayed for the man who
did all this. We prayed for the town, we
prayed for God’s light to penetrate the
darkness. Then we left, headed back down
the mountain. Our yearly trek
accomplished.

No matter where you look men and
women, human beings have an itch, a
hunger, a craving for the spiritual.

As a child my family would take a week
or so vacation to a beautiful lake in
Guatemala surrounded by volcanos and
mountains. One of our “traditions” was to
take this hike to the witch doctor’s cave. It
was always an eye-opening experience. Man
has a hunger for God. But without the
knowledge of truth, God’s light, seeks to fill
that hunger in so many wrong ways.

Even in our society that in many ways
“pooh poohs” any religion as backwards,
old-fashioned or naïve, we find that the very

ones who consider themselves to be the
top of the evolutionary pile speak of their
own existence in spiritual terms.

So whether it is in a dark cave with
chicken heads and feet scattered around
or in the halls of our institutions of higher
learning, we express our spirituality.

We are beings who are physical and
soulish. We are more than just a bundle of
flesh and chemistry, we transcend our
physicality, and we express our soulishness
with our bodies. We have been created with
a spirit.

We have a hunger, a craving, a deep
desire, a latent zeal for . . . God.

But thank God we have a light, we
have God’s Word, the Bible and we have
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Without
these — God’s revelation to us — we are
all dabbling with chicken heads and
chicken legs in a dark mountain cave.

... SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 17

• HIGHLANDS SCHOOL SPORTS •

By Ryan Potts
The Highlands School baseball team returned from a one year hiatus and began

their season with a trip to Andrews to face the Wildcats.  Last season’s lack of baseball was
due to low turnout, but increased numbers have helped first-year coach Jerry Moore field
a roster of 14 players with varying levels of experience.

The game at Andrews started well for the Highlanders as their bats showed little rust
from the year off.  The Highlanders were able to connect enough to build a 6-5 lead going
into the late innings.  However, some unfortunate fielding errors allowed Andrews to
battle back and take an 8-6 lead going into the top of the final inning.  The Highlanders
were able to push a run across, and had the tying and winning runs on 2nd and 3rd

respectively before a strikeout ended the game in an 8-7 Wildcat victory.  Despite the loss,
many of the Highlands players were excited about their first game in two years.  “We
definitely have some things to work on,” said Senior Isaac Beavers, “but it was good to get
out there and play again and we now know what we need to do to improve and compete
for the rest of the season.”

The Highlanders will travel to Swain on Friday to face the Maroon Devils in another
Smoky Mountain Conference baseball matchup.

Highlander baseball drops season
opener to Andrews



• Salons & Spas •

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Wed. - Sat. at 10 a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Manicures,
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Call for your Appointment Today • 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Shear Elevations!

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements

Updated interior, Same Staff, Same Top-Notch Services

 

Mani & Pedi

Special! • $65!
  Images Unlimited is now...
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Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main”
Highlands, NC (828) 526-3939

Open
Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo
Stylist: Heather D. Escandon

Stylist: Christa Hooper

March Special
$35 De-Tox Pedicure!

... HEALTH MATTERS continued from page 15
(a $80 value!)

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street Highlands, NC 828-526-5226

• Home chef
supplies

• Kitchenware
• Dinner
Settings

• Accessories

Gourmet Sauces & Spices

his head. He looked as if he was born to
be there, and perhaps he was. If only
Daddy had lived long enough to see this,
to drink in the bracing air and a wee
dram of Bushmills straight from the dis-
tillery.

So, with no possible help from my
family, I’m making up this Irish thing as
I go, discovering Riverdance and Jame-
son whiskey, Belleek china and Aran
Sweaters. I’ve even discovered there’s
such a thing as Irish cooking. My good
friend Mary Ellen Lavin is married to
John, delightful man from an Irish fami-
ly. One weekend, she was off to have

... JUST HERS continued from page 10

suggests taking your child to visit the den-
tist at around age 1 to be assessed for fu-
ture cavity risk. Early and regular visits
will also allow your child to feel comfort-
able in the dental office and allow us to
stop small problems before they become

big ones.
Please contact Wilbanks Smile Cen-

ter in Toccoa, GA today at 706-886-2581
to schedule an appointment for your
child. Working as a team we can help
protect your child against dental decay.

me out for that infraction. Public sites
like Zillow and Trulia get some of their
information from the MLS sites,
Realtor.com and other places and their
information is more generalized which
can be make it seem less accurate.

There are plenty of public sites that
offer some of the same information for
anyone with enough time on their
hands. Locally, you can visit the Macon
County site, (www.maconnc.org) or the
Jackson County site
(www.jacksonnc.org). You can check out
the tax value of your home, see what im-
age the county shows, see how much
property tax has been paid over the years,
see a rough sketch of your home, etc.
Those sites have been providing public
information for many years, and before
that (as is still the case) you can visit the
courthouse and do your own property
research for your own property or any-
one else’s property – it’s all public infor-
mation.

Add those sites to the newer ones
like Trulia and Zillow, and you’ve ‘got
more information than you can shake a
listing contract at.’ We are being bom-
barded with information these days, not
just in our field of expertise, but every-
where you look. Google and Wikipedia
have changed the way we reference
most anything — even before you can
type in your word or phrase to be re-
searched and you’re being given count-
less other tidbits of information just
floating around in the cyber universe.

Some of this is paid advertising, but for
the most part it’s just free information.

Yes, there are multiple sites available
for research and they all have their place
in our field, but you have to be careful
with what you do with the information
you get. Just because a site says a home
has a value of X amount, doesn’t make it
so, and as long as you look at these sites
with that in mind, there’s no reason not
to use them.

As a real estate Broker, I consider
them a tool in my toolbox – a box filled
with various tools to get the job done.
Imagine trying to build a house with just
a hammer. If you are building a house,
you wouldn’t ask your babysitter down
the street for a floor plan, or your plumb-
er about which floor covering to choose.
Instread, you would hire a building con-
tractor because it’s what they do.

When you want to buy or sell your
home, you need to have a Realtor because
it’s what WE do. We may ‘outsource’ a lit-
tle, but we also use the tools we’ve been
educated with, tools we have used for
years in the business, tools we know that
work. Contact a real estate professional –
a Realtor if you are serious about buying
or selling your home.

• Jeannie and Tucker Chambers are
brokers and co-owners of The Chambers
Agency, REALTORS in Highlands, special-
izing in second home investment homes
and vacation rentals. 828-526-3717
www.chambersagency.net
getit@chambersagency.net

... INVESTING continued from page 9

Sunday lunch at her in-laws. “What’s
Irish cooking like?” I asked. “Oh,” she re-
plied, grinning, “It’s kind of like English
cooking – only not so spicy.”

Go néirí an bóthar leat
May the road rise to meet you

• Michelle is a writer and translator
who moved to Highlands after years of
living in Baltimore, Sydney, Paris and
New York. She lives in town with her two
very spoiled cats, Orion and Weasel. A
striking redhead, Orion has declared that
for St. Paddy’s Day, he prefers to be called
“O’Ryan.”

• TOWN BOARD TIDBITS •
At the March 6 Town Board meeting,

commissioners learned that if an 18-wheel-
er turnaround on the Highlands side hap-
pens it won’t be until 2015. At the very least,
signs will be erected to direct trucks weigh-
ing 2,000 lbs. or more down NC 106 rather
than the Gorge Road.

Alex Osteen, who has been working
with the Peace Corps for the past two years,
requested town support for a fundraising
campaign he is holding in Highlands to
fund a health clinic in San Luis Planes in
Honduras. Commissioners said they won’t
be writing checks but did offer him a facil-
ity to hold the event.

The board finalized the contract with
Tate Landscaping to maintain Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park and to refurbish the land-
scaping at Wright Square along the side-
walk. The existing trees will be removed
and new plants, trees or shrubs will be
planted.

Commissioners agreed to begin work
on the sidewalk along US 64 and NC 106
adjacent to the new post office. NCDOT
plans to rework the intersection, at some
point, and said the $45,000 the town is pay-

ing for the sidewalk will count as its match
toward DOT improvements in the area.

Town Attorney Bill Coward presented
a fee simple contract that guaranteed that
should the Post Office no longer want the
property – 1.87 acres — reverts to the town.

– Kim Lewicki



You know us as RUNNERS, but
don’t forget we are also NC
REAL ESTATE BROKERS.

You can count on us every step
of the way to get you to the
finish line. We train hard for

races, and we will work equally
hard for you!

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

HELP WANTED

FRESSERS EATERY NOW HIRING TEAM PLAYERS.
Servers must be experienced and have good references.Please

• Service Directory •$17 weekly – add $5 for color

CLASSIFIEDS – $6 FOR 10 WORDS, 20 CENTS EACH WORD AFTER, ADD A HIGHLIGHT FOR $2
come by Helen's Barn location to fill out an application or drop off a
resume.

INNKEEPER'S ASSISTANT - Highlands, part time, flexible
hours, cust. svc. exp. preferred, Email resume to

kate.messer@halfmilefarm.com or fax to 866-941-6302. Will set
interviews week of March 20th. (3/15)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY IS LOOKING FOR
ENERGETIC DELI AND BARISTA STAFF, and experienced Grill
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Garage: (828) 526-9805
Cell: (828) 342-0583

Towing: (828) 526-0374
TIRE • BRAKES • OIL CHANGES • TUNE UPS

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 371-7451

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd.

• Units Available •

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop

Please Call for hours & directions
526-9743 • Highlands

Custom Quilts
Fabrics, Notions

Now Open!
Highlands Barber Shop

288 Franklin Road
526-1699

515 Wyanoak Drive • Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268

tinacrogers@frontier.com

Michael David Rogers
Native grown trees and plants

Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance



Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, March 15, 2012 - 828-526-3228 - Page 21

CLASSIFIEDS
NESS IN HIGHLANDS LOOKING FOR HOME
WITH LEASE OPTION. Range $1,250 to $3,000
per month depending on location and size. Please
call 828-787-1673. (st. 2/29)

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL FOR
RENT

VACATION RENTAL: Architect’s private home
with stunning features. Three bedrooms, plus den,
three full baths, and an open living area, two stone
fireplaces and two decks overlooking stream and
private stocked trout pond. Full Privacy. Designer
furnished. Walking distance to town. Rate depen-
dant on term. Non smokers only. Deposit required.
Weekly, monthly or yearly rental. Call 770-639-
2682. (5/30)

ADORABLE 2 BED HOME – Great views.
Private. Close to town. $675/mth.W/D.Furnished
or unfurnished. Call 828-421-4681. (3/7)

CLOSE TO TOWN -- spacious 3BR/2BA,
large kitchen, 2-car garage. $1250/mth. (859)351-
7279 view at http://608holt.blogspot.com (3/21)

3-BED,3 1/2-BATH 3,400 SQ.FT. Sapphire
Valley home on creek, game room, media room,
large kitchen, granite countertops, Brazillian cherry
floors, large dining/gathering room, work shop.
$1,500/mo. + util. 828-508-2597. (3/21)

PRIME HIGHLANDS RESTAURANT
SPACE AVAILABLE. Call Bill Bubenick at 828-
371-2583. (3/21)

REMODELED EFFICIENCY APARTMENT
RIVER RUN II Washer Dryer, Large Deck. Walk-
ing distance to Skiing, Swimming, Restaurants, Ex-
ercise Amenities, and Meeting rooms and Public
Golf Coarse $550 monthly annual rent plus utilities.
561-626-7467 (3/14)

HOUSE FOR RENT IN GLENVILLE, NC
Long term. 2+ bedroom, 2BA, Fully furnished.Wi-
Fi,Satellite TV. $890 per month. Deposit required.
For more info call:(828)-332-9703 or
email:erenarus61@aol.com. (3/7)

2BR/1BA DUPLEX 122 Dog Mtn Rd $750/
mo + util, kitchen & dinette fireplace, 1 car garage,
wash/dryer. No smoking, small pet OK. Call 828-
508-0664.

3 BD/1BA, 5 MILES FROM DOWNTOWN
HIGHLANDS, Buck Creek area, $750/mth plus
utilites, boarders USFS. Pets ok, 706-746-7279.
(st. 1/18)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

LAND – Glenville: 1 acre, $28,500; Rabun
Gap: 1 acre, $21,500. Call 828-743-6216. (3/29)

$149,000 -- 3 bed, 2 bath manufactured home.
6 miles from downtown in Clear Creek/Blue Valley.
3.55 acres. Workshop. Closing cost assistance. 828-
526-8191 (5/2)

employees for our open line kitchen. Full time
available. Come by 521 Main Street Highlands,
call 828.526.2400, or email jobs828@gmail.com.
(3/22)

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH END
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS.
Part time to full time. Must work weekends.Retail
clothing sales experience preferred. Please call
828-526-4407. (st. 2/29)

MED TECH/CNA  NEEDED FOR
CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS.  Please
apply in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail.  (828)526-
5251.(st. 2/15)

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED FOR
CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY.  Please apply in
person at 64 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC.
(828)526-5251. (st. 2/8)

EXPERIENCED WAITSTAFF NEEDED AT
CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGHLANDS
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY. Please apply in
person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC.
(828)526-5251.(st. 1/25)

WANTED TO RENT

FAMILY WITH SUCCESSFUL BUSI-

Med/Surg RN
Emergency Room RN

Part-time Charge
Nurse

COMMERCIAL SPACE PLUS
RESIDENTIAL APT. -- 535 N. 4th St. In town. Great
location. $285,000. Fresh remodel. Business
upstairs, one-bedroom apartment downstairs. Call
770-827-0450. (St. 2/8)

2/2 SINGLE-WIDE WITH GREAT VIEW
AND PRIVACY, backs to national forest and move-
in ready. $89,000. 526.1971or 482.2050.

$103,000! LOWER CLEAR CREEK. 5.5
miles from Main Street. 2 Lots .55 & .95 acres. Septics
installed. Borders National Forest. 2005 2/bed, 2/
bath. Very cozy with fabulous view. Call 828-482-
2050. (st. 11/11)

SERVICES

NEED HELP FOR A LOVED ONE? 18 yrs
exp. References.Clara, (828) 349-3479 or 342-
1603. (4/12)

AVON - for catalogs & orders, call local sales
representative Amy Jenkins Ramey 342-2279.

ACUPUNCTURE & HEALING ARTS —
Herbs, bodywork, women’s health, healthy weight,
all ailments, wellness.  828-526-0743. (7/19)

HIGHLANDS CLEANING SERVICES –
house, office, auto.  Expert floor restorer,minor
repairs. For estimates call 828.526.1971.

HANDYMAN SERVICE – electrical, plumbing,
pressue cleaning, painting, carpentry, yardwork.
References. Call Al Edgar at 332-7271 (cell) or 369-
6245.(st. 3/8)

HANDYMAN SPECIAL – Repairs and
remodelling, electrical and plumbing, carpentry,
painting, pressure washing and more. Low prices.
Free estimate. Call 828-421-4667. (st. 8/1)

CRAWLSPACE MOISTURE PROBLEMS?
Musty smell in your home? Call 828-787-1673. (St.
4/28)

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVIC-
ES – Complete Landscaping Company, Design,
Installation and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants,
Trees, Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork,
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-Tie
work. 20 years serving Highlands area. 828-526-
2251.

ITEMS FOR SALE

SAMSUNG ER 290 CASH REGISTER, used
but working, $50; Fellowes paper shredder, barely
used, $30; Brother Intellifax 1270e b/w nearly new
plus 2 cartridges, $100; 3-sided white slatwall floor
display, 4.5 ft. tall., $50. Call 828-526-4598.(3/15)

20-TON LOG SPLITTER. $900. Call 828-526-
9027.

VENTLESS FIREPLACE $600 obo. Like new
condition. Colonial style white mantel. 25,000 btu’s.
Sky Valley pick up. 704-608-8097. (3/15)

GO CART FOR SALE. Blue. $160. Call Micha-
el at 526-2508.

Highlands PD log entries from March 8. Only
the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor, or public officials have been used.

March 8
• At 9:30 a.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle

accident at Webbmont and US 64 west.
March 9
• At 11:45 a.m., a homeowner on Cullasaja Drive

reported damage estimated at $1,000 to the gutter and
cornice of the home.

• At 4:50 p.m, officers received a call about a
suspicious driver who was possibly intoxicated traveling
toward town on US 64 east. Officers stopped him and
determined he wasn’t intoxicated just in a hurry. He was
told to drive with caution.

March 10
• At 7:40 a.m., officers received a call about water

running over Wahoo Trail. The water dept. was called.
• During the week, police officers responded to 3

alarms and issued 8 citations.
Highlands F&R Dept. log entries from  March

2.
March 2
• At 2:25 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a

residence on Joe Pye Trail. The victim was taken to the
hospital.

March 3
• At 7:10 p.m., the dept. responded to an alarm at a

residence on the Cashiers Road. It was set off by
workers.

March 7
• At 12:19 p.m., the smell of propane in the basement

of a home on Sagee Drive was reported. It was turned off
and the gas company was notified.

March 8
• At 9:15 a.m., a power line on Webbmont Road

was reported. It was extinguished and the Electric Dept.
was notified.

March 9
• At 7:23 p.m, the dept. responded to a fire alarm at

a residence on Garnet Rock Road. It was false.
• At 11:40 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm

at the Community Bible Church. It was set off by workers..
March 11
• At 6:47 a.m., the dept. responded to an alarm at a

residence on Country Club Drive. It was false.
• At 3:34 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire in a pit

at a residence on Apple Mountain Lane which caught a
Polaris Ranger on fire and destroyed it.

March 13
• At 9:32 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a

home on Sassafras Gap Road. The victim was taken to
the hospital.

• At 8:06 a.m., the dept. responded to an accident at
the entrance of Wild Cat Cliffs Country Club. There were
no injuries.

• At 9:44 a.m., the dept. responded to an alarm at
VZ-Top. It was set off by workers.

• At 3:02 p.m., the dept. responded to an alarm at
Community Bible Church. It was set off by workers.

March 14
• At 8:20 a.m., the dept. responded to an alarm at a

business on Main Street. It was due to a faulty alarm
system.

NOTE: Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. has
requested homeowners to trim back foliage around their
driveways and 9-1-1 addresses.

• POLICE & FIRE •
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opened discussions and continued to note
numerous times during the day, that thanks
to the town’s Electric Fund, which is the
town’s main enterprise fund, over the past
few years Highlands hasn’t faced what
other North Carolina municipalities have
faced, but said commissioners need to be
aware and take into account the state of
the current economy in whatever
decisions are made concerning the
upcoming budget.

Since the town’s expenditures depend
on its revenues, Frye opened the meeting
outlining the town’s “Revenue &
Expenditure Statement by Funds.”

The bottom line indicates that
Highlands is on target both with its
expenditures and its revenues – revenues
budgeted for fiscal year 2011-12 are
$3,633,906. Year-to-date collections are
$3,334,696.06 and current period is
$487,476.38.

Collections from the NC Franchise
Tax are good — $99,785.86 year-to-date
with $100,000 budgeted for 2011-12.

The NC Local Option Sales Tax is
$4,000 less than this time last year, but
revenues sent by the state are always behind.
$770,000 was budgeted for 2011-12;
$532,073.06 has come in year-to-date with
$63,730.93 coming during the current
period.

But Frye offered this warning. “There
is no “sales tax talk” in the General
Assembly yet, but the state budget is in
trouble. The state could keep the sales tax
and leave us on our own,” he said.

Money collected from 2010 and 2011
property taxes was actually over what was
budgeted, which was a surprise,
considering the state of the national
economy during those two years. Money
budgeted for the 2011-12 fiscal year from
2010 taxes was $10,000 – so far $14,271.92
has come in. For 2011, $2,425,000 was
budgeted and $2,427,455.21 has come in.
All tolled, the town is up $6,727.13 in
property tax revenues.

“Revenues are on track and
expenditures are on track, so do we need to
tighten our belts? Basically, yes,” said Frye.
“We still need to keep on track to be safe.
We need to budget for what we can pay for
but over the next year we need to be careful
about things we haven’t budgeted for.”

All of the town’s enterprise funds –
the Electric Fund, the Sanitation Fund and
the Water/Sewer Fund – by state law are
supposed to be self-sufficient which means
money shouldn’t be transferred from the
fund balances of healthy enterprise funds,
like the Electric Fund or even the General
Fund to keep them afloat..

... RETREAT continued from page 1
“The Sanitation Fund is at the break-

even point but that’s because we transfer
money from the General Fund, so it’s not
truly an enterprise fund, yet,” said
Commissioner Amy Patterson. “We still
need to work on making it self-sufficient.”

Since current sanitation fees aren’t
covering operation costs in that department,
Frye said a rate increase is needed so the
fund can become self-sufficient and not
depend on the other funds’ fund balances..

In addition, Frye initiated talk about a
constructing a recycle/convenience center
in town – somewhere on town property –
and suggested supplying bear proof garbage
receptacles for citizens. Bears and dogs
getting into garbage is one reason the town
picks up twice a week, which he said is far
from the norm across the state.

He also suggested decreasing residential
pick-up to once a week instead of two times
as it is now, the idea being that citizens could
make use of the recycle/convenience center
in town.

The town’s major revenue sources are
the Ad Valorem taxes, other taxes and
licenses, unrestricted intergovernmental
revenues, water and sewer charges for
services, sanitation charges for services and
the electric fund.

Frye said he doesn’t expect much Ad
Valorem growth in 2011-12 – the actual
amount collected in 2010-11 was
$2,580,690 and year-to-date for 2011-12 is
$2,466,843.

“Due to the economy, and the fact that
a reval is coming in 2015 when it’s possible
house values will decrease, I don’t anticipate
much growth in the next several years,” he
said.

Highlands’ Fund Balance, which is the
money it uses to fund capital projects,
operational expenses, and just about
everything else – sometimes items budgeted
for, sometimes not — has always been very
healthy.

The General Fund Fund Balance
minimum in North Carolina is 8% of a
municipality’s operating expenses, or what
it would take to operate a municipality for
three months.

Highlands General Fund Fund Balance
has decreased over the years but it is still
much more than the minimum 8%.

In 2007, the Fund Balance in the
General Fund was 43% of the operating
budget; in 2008 it was 44%; in 2009 is was
42%; in 2010 it was 41% and in 2011 it was
38%.

“At 38% we are in the upper tier of
municipalities in North Carolina,” said
Frye, “however, if the downward trend in
the Fund Balance percentage continues, we

will use it up and once it’s drawn down it’s
hard to replenish. We have to protect the
Fund Balance,” he said.

Frye also said that if the property values
decrease after the 2015 reval, it will be hard
to keep the budget revenue neutral without
raising taxes. “We may have to raise taxes to
generate the money we generated at the old
rate due to the possible decrease in property
values,” he said.

At the current levy the town generates
$1,880,234,633 in revenue from property
taxes. Increasing taxes by .1850 cents could
bring in $940,117 more.

Continuing to stress the importance
of the town’s Electric Fund, Frye said that
an eye-opening chart shows that mostly
transfers from the Electric Fund’s Fund
Balance to other departments is what’s
making them self-sufficient. “They are
cushioned by the transfers out of the Electric
Fund,” he said. “The Electric Fund is a huge
resource for the town.”

He said if the healthy Electric Fund
wasn’t available, money to support the other
funds and support the operation of the town
would have to come from other sources.

“If these funds weren’t available, we
could have to find the money from
somewhere else or curtail the level of
services we now offer. What we have been
able to do is due to the healthy Electric Fund.
For instance, we just bought a $200,000
bucket truck for the Electric Department
and we paid cash,” he said.

Since FY 2006-07 through FY 2011-12
year-to-date, the Electric Fund has bolstered
the town’s other departments and capital
improvement projects by $3,179,402.

Since so much concerning Highlands
governance depends on maintaining its
Electric Fund, which in turn is dependent
on the wholesale price Highlands pays
Duke Power, Frye stressed the importance
of maintaining a Rate Stablization Fund so
Highlands won’t have to raise citizens’
electric rates each time Duke raises its
wholesale rates to Highlands.

At the end of each year, Duke Power
does a True-Up Estimate which includes
the Coincident Peak Variance, the Demand
Rate Estimate, and the Energy Rate (fuel
only). Turns out in 2010 and again in 2011
Highlands overpaid Duke to the tune of
$142,834. Highlands won’t get the money
back, but it will show up as a credit.

“True up has gone our way so far, but it
could go the other way,” said Frye. “The
figures depend on Duke’s rates, the weather
and useages. It’s good to have a Rate
Stabilization Fund so if the True Up doesn’t
go our way, we will have the funds to deal
with the situation.” Some of the money the
town makes off electric rates goes into the
Rate Stablization Fund.

All said, it’s obvious the town depends

heavily on the Electric Fund. “It’s critical
to our operation,” said Frye. “It enables us
to transfer money out of its Fund Balance
when needed, instead of just from our
General Fund Fund Balance.”

Nevertheless, just to be fair to citizens,
Frye asked Duke Power if it would be
interested in buying Highlands’ electric
system.

“I thought they would say no, but they
said yes they would be interested,” said Frye.

He said if the commissioners are
interested in pursuing this avenue, the
selling price would be the book value plus
some. “It would have to be a really big
check to make it worth while,” he said.
“Plus, without control of our electric
system, we would be dependent on Duke
if there were outages and citizens would
talk to an automated system instead of a
real person. Plus, response time would go
up on people’s repairs and outages.”

Frye also reminded the
commissioners that if Highlands sells its
system, it doesn’t remove rate increases
which could be more than Highlands’
current rate structure and he said with the
electric system gone, all the fund transfers
would be gone, too.

The commissioners said they would
not be interested in selling the system to
Duke.

“We would just have to raise taxes to
make up the money we would lose,” said
Commissioner Gary Drake. “

This led to an interesting discussion
concerning the town’s defunct hydro-
electric plant. Turns out for an estimated
$3 million, it’s likely the plant could be
put back on line, not to handle Highlands’
electric needs – the hydro plant could only
generate 1 megawatt and the town of
Highlands has a 8 megawatt  load.

However, the power generated by the
hydro electric plant could be a revenue
source and could offset Highlands’
wholesale costs to Duke, which could help
the town keep its retail rates low, said
commissioners.

Highlands could get green credit for
selling the power generated out-of-grid to
the tune of $28,500 per month after the $3
million investment is paid off in 12 ½
years.

Right now, the USFS is the only
hurdle. It’s believed the plant, which is
downstream of the Lake Sequoyah Dam,
is on USFS land – or at least must be
accessed via USFS land. The
commissioners gave Frye and Town
Engineer Lamar Nix the green light to
pursue all aspects of the project.

• Next week: Changes in fee sched-
ules and rates, the phasing out of family
coverage for employees, a plan to lease
town fiber to Internet providers and more.
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Creekside suites w/balconies, pet-friendly, deluxe
Jacuzzi & separate shower, gas log fireplaces, Cable
TV w/HBO, Wi-Fi, Continental
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In-Town Suites on Mill Creek
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Reed Family Linens
400 • 600• 1000 ct .Sateen Sheets

...and much more!
Mtn. Brook Center

411 N. 4th St. • 526-5114 12
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www.mountainbrooksuiteshighlandsNC.com
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68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC
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Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

Tammy Mobley
BIC/Owner

Highlands NC
Realty

535 N. 4th
Cell:

770-337-1000

1

www.HighlandsNC.info

1

Available

Mtn. Findings

www.chambersagency.net

The
Chambers Agency
Realtors
Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands
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But you can call me James!

• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

Ruka’s Table
in Wright Square

Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner daily from

5:30
Bar opens at 4 p.m.

526-3636 8

8

Highlands Plaza
526-5525
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10305 Main Street
(Corner of Main and 3rd) www.joedeckmanrealestate.com

www.meadowsmtnrealty.com
email: joe@meadowsmtnrealty.com

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

Joe Deckman
Broker

Thursday, March 15
• Sediment & Erosion Control Training; Thursday at 9 am at

the Cashiers Library. $20 for materials and a boxed lunch. Call J-
MCA at 828-526-0890 x320.

Sat., March 17
• A Greenway Work Trip. Meet at the Rec Park at 9 a.m. To

help, call Hillrie Quin at 526-2384 or email at hmquin@frontier.com.
Sunday, March 18
• The Eckerd College Concert Choir and the Eckerd Ring-

ers will perform in a concert at 11 a.m. and 3 pm  at First Presby-
terian Church. Everyone is invited to attend!
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Contact me today!

Gary Garren
(828) 526-2284
gary.garren@rbc.com

Let RBC Bank help you find the 
Mortgage Solutions that are

right for you.

Member FDIC.
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“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman
Broker

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com
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Brad Smith, DVM
Amanda Markum, DVM

828-526-8700
Small & Exotic

Medicine & Surgery
Digital Radiographs & Laser

Surgery Available
Next to Freeman Gas @ 2271 Dillard Rd.

Gallery of
Fine American

Handcrafts
including jewelry, pottery,

glass and much more!
2820 Dillard Road

828-526-0229

2010
Highlands #1 Agency

and
Highlands-Cashiers

MLS #1 Agent

Jody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody Lovell
828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104

exurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrealtyealtyealtyealtyealty.com.com.com.com.com
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Voted #1 Realtor in Highlands!

pat.f.allen@gmail.com
patallenrealtygroup.com

828-200-9179 (cell)
828-526-8784 (office)Pat Allen, Broker-in-charge

Paoletti
Winter Promotions:

15%-25% Off
Every Evening

Thursday – Monday

Dinner from 5:30
Reservations: 526-4906

29

Call
526-8313

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...
and Invest in Your Life!”TM

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips,
Broker

mal@WhiteOakRG.comWhiteOakRG.com
Susie deVille Schiffli,

Broker-in-Charge
susie@WhiteOakRG.com

  

Call:
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In-Town 4 bed, 3 1/2 bath Home
Completely Finished Shell/Home

Ready for you to finish inside

Call:
Highlands Flex/Shell Homes & Structures

$179,000!

Homes starting at $28/sq. ft. on your lot!

w/lot

...on the Verandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

nadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.com
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... at the Peggy Crosby Center
PO Box 785, Highlands, NC 28741 26


