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‘Vocher’ bill

Public Schools First NC has
gone on the record opposing the
new school voucher bill intro-
duced in the General Assembly
Tuesday night — H.B. 944 “Op-
portunity Scholarship.”

The bill, which aims to
spend $90 million of taxpayer
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could further cripple public education

money over the next two years to
subsidize private school tuition,
takes money away from already
under-funded public schools —
with little accountability to taxpay-
ers, they say.

Bill verbiage says since the
state has a constitutional obliga-

County funding employee
raises without tax hike

After months of delibera-
tion, commissioners voted to give
Macon County employees a pay
raise.

The salary increase, which
was first suggested by County
Manager Jack Horton at the com-
mission retreat in January, cited
findings from the Springsted clas-
sification and compensation
study that showed that the mini-
mum, midpointand maximum
pay ranges for Macon County
employees were 21% lower than
in the nine other counties in the
market survey.

In addition, 55% of the
county’s employees — 181 em-
ployees—make less than the min-
imum amount for the same job
in like counties.

Horton said since the coun-
ty hasn’t had a pay study in more
than 10 years, it’s not surprising
that Macon County is out of step
especially since raises were zero
in 2009, zero in 2010, 3% in 2011
and zero in 2012.

The annual cost to bring the

The
SUMMER HOUSE

‘Home Furnishing
Center’

Mon.-Sat. 9-5
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

55% of employees up to mini-
mum and give a 2% raise to the
remaining employees would cost
the county $754,192 per year with-
out raising taxes or taking money
out of the fund balance. That fig-
ure also includes all benefits and
fringes.

To implement the same rais-
esfor the balance of FY 2012-'13 it
would costabout $141,000, which
also includes benefits and fringes.

Horton said the 2% increase
to the 45% of employees already
making the minimum would ba-
sically bring their salaries back to
what they were Dec. 31, 2012 pri-
or to the increase in the FICA tax.

Horton urged commissioners
to vote in favor of the salary in-
creases saying “Implementation of
the new pay plan will send a
strong, positive message to the
county’s workforce, boost morale,
improve productivity, and assist in
recruitment efforts.”

At the Tuesday regular meet-
ing, commissioners voted 3-2 to
grant the increase. Chairman
Kevin Corbin said he had no prob-
lem with the increases since they
were just to the minimum. Vice
Chair Commissioner Ronnie
Beale said the county employees
deserve a fair wage. “Rabun Coun-
ty and Jackson County are higher
than we are. We are blessed to have
the employees we have and since
there will be no tax increase, I'm

=See RAISES page 2

tion to fund the delivery ofasound
basic education to children; and
whereas, children of families with
limited financial resources need
expanded educational opportuni-
ties; and whereas, a solid educa-
tional foundation can help reduce
the socioeconomic achievement

gap; and whereas, by creating ed-
ucational environments that en-
able each child to learn, the state
can improve the quality of the ed-
ucation it funds by supporting this
program.

«See VOUCHER page 11
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Slowly, the McCall cabin is being renovated for use.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

USFS is bringing Albie
McCall’s cabin back to life

In 1998, the US Forest Ser-
vice acquired a period log cabin
dubbed the McCall Cabin due to
the name of its original inhabit-
ants and moved it from its Blue
Valley community to its current
location on Wayah Way above Dry
Falls on US 64 west.

Artifacts found inand around
the cabin during excavation — a
golf ball, atoothbrush, quilts, and
more —became subjects of a multi-
part series by this reporter which
opened long-closed windows
about life in early Highlands.

Agolf ball found during exca-
vation of the cabin site, led to a
story about one of the McCall’s
who worked at the Highlands
Country Club in its early days. A

toothbrush lead to a story about
early dentistry which involved
dentists who traveled on horse-
back to communities all over west-
ern North Carolinaand the quilts
told astory about the McCall, Pick-
lesimer and Wilson families—all
descendants of the last inhabitant
of the McCall cabin, Albie Pick-
lesimer McCall, who lived to be
103.

It's taken many years for the
USFS to culminate its plans for the
cabin—the only sure thing was its
location — a peaceful, breezy,
mountain-ringed knoll off Wayah
Way.
First the cabin was disassem-
bled with each piece numbered

=See CABIN page 5
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Code of

Conduct
discussed
by boards

Rules of Procedure were a
subject discussed at both the Plan-
ning and the Zoning boards last
week, but Planning Board mem-
bers had the most to say about two
items—conflict of interest and at-
tendance.

For years all boards have fol-
lowed the direction of Town At-
torney Bill Coward who contends
that there is only a conflict of in-
terest if a board member stands
to gain monetarily from a ruling
oradecision.

However, that contention
doesn’t always sit right with the
public or board members and so
now the definition of a conflict of
interest has broadened a bit for
Planning Board members.

“No member of the Planning
Board shall seek to influence a de-
cision, participate in any action
or cast a vote involving any mat-
ter that is before the Planning
Board which may result in a pri-
vate benefit to themselves, their
immediate relatives or their busi-
ness interest. A member may be
excused from voting if the matter
involves the member’s own offi-
cial conduct or if the member has
such close personal ties to the ap-
plicant that he cannot reasonably

=See CONDUCT page 3
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forit.”

Commissioners Ron Haven and Paul
Higdon voted against the increase and have
been against it since it was first discussed in
January.

Commissioner Jim Tate has supported
it from the start only suggesting the county
look at revamping its benefit package espe-
cially for those who retire after 30 years.

Higdon said the study was flawed be-
cause none of the counties tallied bordered
Macon County and they didn’t represent
the same economic situation. He also ques-
tioned why government positions were
compared to other government positions

AMAZING APRIL UPGRADE OFFERT
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l| crawlspace
solutions

BrvaN & Tricia Cox - 526-5243 - HIGHLANDS TRAVEL.COM Before

32Z Franklin Road
Highlands, NC 28741

Call for FREE evaluation.
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and not to similar jobs in the private sec-
tor.

He said in the middle of a recession
the county shouldn’t be giving some em-
ployees a 10% raise.

“l appreciate what you do, and some
of you are my friends, but this isn’t about
friendship,” he said to employees in the
audience. “We are all hurting in this econ-
omy; suffering through this extended re-
cession which I believe we will be in for a
long time. It's not fair for taxpayers to com-
pensate you any more.”

Horton explained that a 10% raise for

=See RAISES page 10
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A Mever Ending
Stream: The Art of
Linda Anderson
April 20 to July 28

Saturday, Apnl 20
from Sto 7 pm
Artist Talk at & pmi

Opening Reception:

Landscape Photography
In a Changing Werld
April 6 to June 16
Opening Reception:
Saturday, Apnl 27

from 5 to 7 pm

Curator Talk at & pmi
lane Jackson, formier
chiractor of The Sir Elton
lohn Pholography
Collection

828-526-4945

Youth Art Exhibit: K-12
April 20 to May 19
Opening Reception:
Saturday, April 27

lvcom 2 o d pm
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... CONDUCT continued from page 1

be expected to exercise sound and impar-
tial judgment on behalf of the public’s in-
terest.”

When Old Edward Inn (OEI) was seek-
ing permission to rezone 594 Main Street
to accommodate a small event venue and
needed the Planning Board’s recommen-
dation, member Glenda Bell said she had
it on legal authority that member Patrick
Leonard, who is the Human Resource Di-
rector for OEl, should excuse himself due
to his relationship with the applicant.

It's not likely the ultimate recommen-
dation to approve the project would have
changed, but for some the perception of
the proceeding was affected because Le-
onard didn’t excuse himself.

Planning Director David Clabo said
under the new rules of conduct it would be
up to the board member to declare the cir-
cumstances concerning a conflict prior to
hearing the case in group or public discus-
sion.

“This could include something that
doesn'tdirectly benefit him or her but may
benefit a group he is a member of,” said

o OBITUARY ®

Barbie-dae Aziel

Barbie-dae Aziel, 64, born on April
4, 1948 lost her battle to cancer on
March 25, 2013 in her Franklin, NC
home.

She leaves behind two children,
Nina-dae Junker of Highlands, NC and
Donald Solins Il of Naples, Florida.

Barbie-dae was a very talented artist
and poet and throughout her life touched
many people with her outgoing person-
ality and creativity; she will be greatly
missed by those that knew her.

Clabo. “Itis the responsibility of members
to voice the potential conflict.”

If there is a conflict, the member can't
participate in the discussion or vote, he said.

The other code of conduct issue dis-
cussed was attendance.

Failure to attend three consecutive
meetings or missing four meetings ina 12-
month period is terms for removal from
the board but the Town Board has the final
word on the matter.

“This is not about judging the person,
but if you aren’t attending, your attention is
elsewhere, and that's OK, but maybe you
should apply to come back on the board at
a later date,” said Chairman Thomas Craig.

Previously, Clabo said if there was a
“good” excuse for missing, not attending
was OK. But members agreed that missing
is missing.

In addition, if someone can’t make a
meeting, the planning staff or the chair-
man of the board needs to be notified by
noon the day of a meeting.

Clabo said it's important for his staff
and the board to know if a quorum will be
present prior to the 5:30p meetings.

Proctors needed
at Highlands
School

Highlands School will begin end of
the year testing in May and we need Proc-
tors. Every testing environment needs a
proctor and we have over 100 separate
test settings. If you are interested in giv-
ing our your time, please call the school
office at 526-2147. Dates and times will
be discussed then.

Gator Couture Zip Hoodie
& Pants

at
The
Hen

House

Open
Mon.-Sat.
10:30a-4:30p

488 E. Main Street
787-2473
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Zoning Board

The final step for the Townplace Con-
dominiums was made Wed., April 10 at the
Zoning Board meeting where members
voted unanimously to grant the Special Use
Permit (SUP).

The only point of discussion was the
40-ft. buffer near the old home on the prop-
erty which sits inside the 40-ft buffer area
so in a couple of places along the back of
the home, a 40-ft. buffer isn’t possible.

Since the Town Board approved the
site plan which clearly shows the encroach-

ment and the fact that the 40-ft. buffer can’'t
be applied at the place of the house site, the
board voted unanimously to grant the SUP.

The developer has one year to augment
the 40-ft. buffer with Type 2 vegetation and
three years to complete the project.

“The SUP starts the clock ticking to
get the buffer in and construction started
as soon as possible,” said Code Enforce-
ment Officer Josh Ward. “However the
construction timeline can be extended to
five years with Town Board approval.

— Kim Lewicki

The PAC Youth Theater Presents

2013 Dates:
April 25, 26, 27 @ 7:30
April 28, @ 2:30

written by
Cherie Bennett

Directed by:
Dr. Ronnie Spilton

Assistant Director:

Daniel [,ong

Performances at:

Highlands Performing Arts Center
507 Chesthut Street, Highlands, NC
For Tickets Call: 828.526.90%7 or online at www.highlandspac.org
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o HGHLANDS AREA UPCOMING EVENTS ©

Mon., Wed., Fri.

« Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a beginning April 1.

+ Zumba at the Rec Park, 9:05a-10a. $5 per class. First class free.

Monday & Wednesday

* Hatha Yoga — Body n’ Soul. 7:45a at First Presbyterian Church.
R.Y.Tand Y.A. (828) 482-2128. (8/29)

Monday & Thursday

+ Hatha Yoga - Body n’ Soul. 10:45a at the Episcopal Church of the
Incarnation. R.Y.Tand Y.A. (828) 482-2128. (8/29)

Thurs. April 18

« Taize at Episcopal Church of the Incarnation at 5:30p.

Friday, April 19

» The High Mountain Squares will dance this Friday night atthe Macon
County Community Building on Route 441 South from 6:30-9p. Richard
Smith from Gainsville, GA will be the caller. We dance Western Style

ining
i ndsD\n
i H\Q‘;‘Laéateries

Square Dancing, main/stream and plus levels. There will be a Plus Workshop
from 6:30-7p. Everyone is welcome. For information call 828-349-0905.

Sat., April 20

« The Highlands Plateau Greenway will have its monthly work trip this
Saturday. Please register with Ran Shaffner by emailing
highlandsgreenway@nctv.com or leaving a message at 828-526-5622. Meet
atthe large upper parking lot (near the pool entrance) behind the Rec Park at 9a
for a brief orientation session. Participants will be furnished the necessary tools
and safety equipment. Participants should bring water, rain gear, and a day
pack to hold them. Wearing clothes that can get dirty is advised.

+ A benefit for Tommy Houston at Highlands Civic Center from 3:30-
9:30p.Tommy has heart trouble and had to stay one in ICU at Mission Hospi-
tal. Tommy does not have any health insurance and has a lot of medical
expenses. Come and enjoy a hot dog dinner, singing, and auction.

« Earth Day and Summer volunteer opportunities at the Highlands Bio-
logical Garden. Work is needed on trails, near the garden entrance and fer and
woodland loop trails from 10a to noon. To participate in the Earth Day Volunteer
Celebration, or any of the monthly workdays, call Erika Selman know in
advance(828) 526-0188 or e-mailing emselman@email.weu.edu.

+ OEl sponsored Kickball Tournament for Relay for Life, 11ato 3p atthe
Highlands ballfield. 45-minute games, 5 innings. To sign up contact Dave Linn
atbringingit2life@yahoo.com or 828-421-7637.

SO >
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ASIAN  FUSION RESTAURANT

490 CAROLINA WAY
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

828-526-8500

Authentic Thai Cuisine
Open:

Mon. &Wed. - Sat.
Lunch: 11:30ato4p
Dinner:5:30-8p
WWW.GHANGRI.COM

828-526-4035
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
at our NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

Serving Lunch Daily
11:30a to 4p
(closed Mon.)
Serving Dinner Daily
beginning at 5:30p
(closed Mon.)

- gl

...onthe VVerandah Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

Wine Spectator Award

Open for
Dinner
7 nights a week &4
4-9pm
and Sunday
Brunch

O rletti

Uptown Italian Dining
in Downtown Highlands
Since 1984

Serving dinner
Thurs.-Mon.
from 5:30p
Please call

for reservations

Ristorante

E?aﬂ/‘aé =23

Exceptional Wines &

Robust Cocktails

The Ared’s
Freshest Seafood

Reservations
828. 526. 4906

Monday, April 22

« Mirror Lake Association quarterly meeting at the Rec Park at 6 p.m.

« Earth Day celebration, “We Recycle!" sponsored by Macon Pride
from 10ato 4p at the Big Bear Shelter, Greenway entrance, on E. Main St.
at the Little TN. River Bridge. Bring your cans, bottles, paper and your
questions. Macon Pride team members will be there to offer answers! Macon
Pride will “man” the County small mobile recycling trailer for your recycling
ease, information and give directions to the 10 Macon Co. Recycling Drop Off
and Convenience Centers as well as the Macon Co. Landfill. Our goal is to
keep Macon County beautiful, and economically viable. We can help you
learn how to help us help our county. Call Debby Boots, 349-5201 or Shirley
Ches, 524-9991

Tuesday, April 23

+ At Highlands Dialogue at Hudson Library 10-11:30a, America’s Found-
ing Father's Detested the Paradise of Delightful Debauchery and Freedom that
was 18th Century America.” Handout available at the Library. Bill West will
coordinate.

Thurs.-Sun., April 25-28

« The PAC Youth Theater presents “John Lennon and Me” at the
Performing Arts Center. Shows are at 7:30p and 2:30p Sunday matinee.

Thursday, April 25

+ Dine outin Highlands for AIDS. Cyprus International Restaurant and
Wolfgang's are contributing 20% of their dinner sales to WNCAP.

+ Atthe Macon County Health Clinic, 8 am to noon, free screenings for
stroke and oral cancer. The stroke screening includes cholesteral, glucose,
and blood pressure, and BMI. Free giveaways and educational displays will
also be featured. From noon to 2 pm, tour the new facility located at 108
Macon Center Drive and meet Dr. Kaldre his staff. Appointments for the
screenings are required, so call 349-2425, to reserve your slot.

Sat., April 27

« Car show fundraiser for Care Net. 10ato 3p at Sonic on 441 (GARd.)
Registration $10. For more information call 828-349-0986.

Thurs., May 2

* Taize at HUMC at 5:30p.

Monday, May 6

* Rotary Club of Highland's Annual Golf Tournament at the Highlands
Country Club. Registration, the driving range and the practice green will open
at11 amwith a noon shotgun start. Lunch at the turn and beverages on the
course, and a HCC logo Tervis Tumbler. There will be a closest to the pin and
long drive competitions, raffles and Mulligans on sale for only $5. Entry fee s
$150 per player and ALL proceeds benefit the Rotary Club of Highlands. Sign
up alone or as part of a foursome. To sign up contact Joyce Baillargeon at 828-
526-0501 or email jbaillargeon@highlandscountryclub.com

Coffeee Espresso Drinks
Smoothies  Frozen Yogurt
Paninis « Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days aweek » 7 ato 6 p « 526-0020
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o | FEGIs.AMVE UPDATE ... IN THER WORDS ®

« In this weekly series, legislators will inform constituents of their dealings in Washington, Raleigh and Ma-

con County — in their own words.

Meadows introduces legislation to restore common sense
In Federal Employee Compensation

Washington, D.C. — Representative
Mark Meadows (NC-11) released the fol-
lowing statement after introducing the
Common Sense in Compensation Act of
2013.

This legislation would prohibit fed-
eral employee bonuses for the rest of Fis-
cal Year (FY) 2013 and cap bonuses at a
maximum of 5% of salary through the
end of FY 2015. Not meant to stifle merit-
based pay, this legislation would give fed-
eral agencies the option to give out indi-
vidual bonuses on asituational basis if jus-
tified in writing.

“Over the past two months, federal
official after federal official has talked
about the need to furlough employees due
to sequestration,” Meadows said. “Yet, the
government has been handing out mil-
lions of dollars in bonuses to federal em-

Mark Meadows (Rep.)
US Congressman, NC, 11th District

. CABIN continued from page 1

so it could be authentically reassembled.
Though it's taken years to get it to where it
is today, each year bringing the cabin back
to life is closer to becoming a reality.

According to Mike Wilkins, Nantaha-
la District Forest Ranger, the project has
turned out well and he hopes to complete
itsometime during FY 2013-'14.

The chinking between the logs was
completed last fall and windows and doors
were added as well as a back porch, which
had to be rebuilt after termites got into a
footer that was installed incorrectly.

The exterior is now complete, but
there is still work to do inside.

Floor beams are in but the USFS is
seeking funding to floor the downstairs
and the upstairs loft area.

“We have tentative plans to floor it

next fiscal year,” said Wilkins. “Our fiscal
year begins Oct 1. We will have to find funds
to complete the cabin and are looking at a
couple funding sources.”

Wilkins said the USFS is considering
several options as to the cabin’s use. One
ideawould be to rent it out for an Appala-
chian cabin experience and try to outfit it
fitting with the period.

“That way the public would get to use
itand get a sense of what it was like as well
as learn about the history of the cabin,” he
said.

Like all “cabins” it would be put on the
national reservation system so a vault toi-
let, a picnic table, a fire ring and a lantern
postwould have to be installed on the prop-
erty.

—Kim Lewicki

Larry Rogers

(828) 526-2874

Construction Company, Inc.
Excavating * Grading * Trucking
Trackhoe Backhoe ¢ Blasting ¢ Utilities

ployees. Forcing regular, often blue-collar
federal workers to face furloughs while se-
nior employees cash in is unacceptable.
That is why | introduced the Common
Sense in Compensation Act today.

“In FY 2010, 75% of Senior Executive
Service employees received bonuses at an
average of $13,081 per person. The Federal
Aviation Administration has been threat-
ening 90-minute waits for airline passen-
gers, but they handed out bonuses at or
above $40,000 to 86 employees in FY 2011.
The federal government has no business
handing out millions in bonuses to senior-
level staff while beginning to furlough oth-
er employees. These bonuses exemplify
Washington’s spending problem, and we
need sound legislation to restore common
sense in federal employee compensation.”

Eliminate Mold, Mildew,
& Radon ImmedlatelyI
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Highlands
Fine Consignments

Finest collection of NEW and select fine
consignments available in Highlands.
Now taking new consignments

OPEN ALL WINTER
Fri. & Sat., 1la-4p

and by appomtment

Kitchen islands, Henredon & Arnold
Palmer king beds, ultra suede sofas
and chairs, bistro tables with wicker
bar chairs and leather bar chairs,
decorative Grandmom clocks, lots of
office or storage shelf units.
.. Select items on SALE!

460 éarolina Way, Highlands

sl

o Gourmet Cookware
o Fine Bakeware
o (uality Cutlery
o (adgets & Utensils i
o (Countertop Appliances
o (erman Stemware
o Full Bath & Body lines!
o And MUCH MORE!

Open Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm & Sun 1 to 5pm
450 Main St. Highlands, NC 828-526-5226

Lad
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“Save 15%-20% on utilities by
encapsulating your crawlspace!”

Bill Barber’s
Dry Crawl

Crawl Space Environment Speclalists™
Free Inspections!
Call 828-743-0900
www.drycrawlspaces.com

Whole
Life

Stop by and see our wide selection of
Local Organic Produce,
Specialty Gourmet Foods, Quality
Supplements, Organic Body Care,
Nartural Health Books & References, &
Local Hand-Crafted Gifts.

"For a Healthier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. 64E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Saturdays 11 am - 4 pm

Call 526-5999
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SUNDAYS

CHICKEN SKILLET

LUNCH AT
MOUNTAIN
FRESH

GROCERY

FRESH, HAND CUT,
HAND-BREADED CHICKEN
COOKED IN A CAST IRON

SKILLET.

SERVED WITH GREEN
BEANS, MASHED POTATOES
AND GRAVY AND A WARM
HONEY BISCUIT.

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 11AM
UNTIL WE SELL OUT.

$8.95 per person

STORE HOURS:
7AM-8PM MONDAY - SATURDAY,
8AM-6PM SUNDAY

CORMNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC » 828.526.2400

 INVESTING AT4.118 FT. ®

The rise of activity in markets that
feed Highlands, NC real estate

en there is an inter
esting occurrence in
the Highlands, NC

real estate market, | investigate
and probe to see if the phenom-
enon isaharbinger of things to
come or ifitisasimple outlier.

Last week, we received acall
from a gentleman who had just
put his house in Atlanta under
contract. He noted he was ready
to make a purchase in the High-

v% »

such stories had disappeared.

So, | started doing some re-
search into three of our classic,
feeder markets: Atlanta, Char-
lotte, and Naples. What | found
was fascinating!

Residential contracts for fu-
ture construction in the metro
Atlanta arearose 48% in Febru-
ary of this year. Residential clos-
ings in Charlotte jumped 24.9%

Susie de Ville i "March. In Naples, median

lands area. (At that point, there OWner/Broker-in-Charge pqme nrices increased 17%, and

was nothing extraordinary
about his situation.) His story, however, rap-
idly became intriguing when he said his
house wasn’t even on the market (he was
just approached by a Buyer in hopes he
would sell), and that he would soon have
approximately $1M in cash from the sale
to invest in our market.

Back in the boon times of the real es-
tate market, such occurrences were com-
monplace. Post-market crash, however,

White Oak Realty Group

pending and closed sales in-
creased in the double-digit range in the
$300K-$500K and $1M-$2M categories.
Inventory is down across each of these
markets, creating scenarios as the one |
described above, as well as pressure on pric-
€s.

What does this mean for the High-
lands-Cashiers real estate market?

My prediction is that we will see a

=See INVESTING page 11
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FALLING WATER
..Isanewer 52-acre community with 8 homes
all built after 2000, just 2.5 miles from Main
Street, Highlands. Secluded but not remote,
no road noise, underground utilities, paved
roads, well maintained ... peaceful, quiet & pri-
vate.

Gentle land makes for easy building and
fewer erosion problems. Plenty of parking, child

friendly; a great place to walk.

Come Visit!

From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The
Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just past the Glen
Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3
tenths of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The
entrance is on the right.
www.highlandsnchomesites.com
Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for
plats, prices & a guided tour.

828-508-9952.

S —— -
—

The Best of BotH Worlds

REDUCED! Great year-round
4BR/3BA home or terrific get-a-way.
Turn-key, furnished home with winter
mountain views. Large covered decks
(front and back), a grill connected to
propane tank, paved access, and plen-
ty of space for guests. This house is
ready for enjoying now or as a get-
away-from-it-all retreat. Spacious eat-
in kitchen, dining space on back deck,
and living room with plenty of seating
for a game weekend.

Enjoy access to the Sky Line
Lodge pool and tennis!

Offered furnished at
$215,000. MLS #75155.

Contact Susie deVille at (828) 371-2079
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e CoacH's CORNER ®

A tradition unlike any other...finally

pically, I am the type of
ADD person who pooh
poohs all over the idea of
watching golf on television. |
can'teven play golf and enjoy it
(although my freakishly long
arms and height make that more
difficult than normal) much less
attempt to watch it on television.
However, this year, for the first
time in a long while, | watched
quite a bit of The Masters on tele-
vision and came away with sev-
eral observations.

1. Imuch appreciate the rev-
erence that people hold Augusta
National with, but there comes
a point when the TV commen-
tators just need to let the atmo-
sphere breathe for itself rather
than beat us over the head with
it. It's only natural to question
things when Jim Nantz tells
them to us for the 400th time.

2. How cool is it that a kid
the same age as my high school
freshmen was out there compet-
ing in the Masters? | felt like
most of my freshmen basketball
players were pretty composed,
but they occasionally had the jit-
tersin a high school game-I can't
even imagine putting them in
the type of pressure cooker at-
mosphere of a PGA event...and

‘If | were a book’
writing contest
deadline is May 6

Monday, May 6 is the entry deadline
for the “If | were a book” middle-school
writing contest. sponsored by the Cashiers
Writer's Group and the Friends of the Albert
Carlton Cashiers Community Library. There
are two categories: poetry and prose. The
piece(s) must begin with the words "If |
were a book," and can be as long as 325
words. Forms are available at the library or
by calling Kathie Blozan at 743-1765. Teach-
ers in Cashiers and Highlands also have
forms. Homeschoolers are encouraged to
submit work as well. Winners will be invit-
ed to read their work at Poetry Night at the
Cashiers Library First place winners will
receive a Kindle and have their work pub-
lishedin the Laurel Magazine. Second place
winners will receive a gift certificate for Chap-
ter 2 Book Store.

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

then throw in that it is THE MAS-
TERS-simply astounding.

3. Let me preface this by say-
ing that | really don't like Tiger
Woods. Not even a little bit. How-
ever, | thought the decision to pe-
nalize him was fair. First of all, the
rules of disqualification were
tweaked a few years ago for this
very situation, so asto add a degree
of shade to the black and white
rule. Secondly, Tiger is good for
ratings, which means that he need-

ed tostay.

4. Whatafabulous ending se-
quence put on by Adam Scottand
Angel Cabrera. After Scott birdied
the 18th, | told my wife that he
deserved his awkward white guy
celebration because he had all but
won the Masters. Then, Cabrera
struck with an unbelievable ap-
proach to ensure a tying birdie. As
much as we've heard about the
concept of someone “winning” a
PGA event as opposed to some-
one “losing” it through a choke
or mistake, this was a pretty shin-
ing example, with two players
matching one another shot for
shot. Awesome finish this year
and pretty much the type of thing
that everyone hopes for when tun-
ing in each and every year.

5. 1 still won'’t be watching
much golf on television. Or play-
ingit.

Mark Your Calendars for
Jane Iredale Mini-Makeovers

April 24-25

Jane ~creflale

= Learn about Jane Iredale Mineral Makeup
= Up to 15% off all products purchased
= Call 828-526-3783 to schedule your appointment
today!

Center for Plastic Surgery

Robert T. Buchanan, MD, Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3783 « toll free 877-526-3784
www.PlasticSurgery Today.com

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon!

shearl Produce
— @9 Pe /v

Also, jams, jellies, cheese, Florida citrus, apples, gift baskets and more!

Winter Hours: Daily 10a to 5:45p
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. = 828-369-0541
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

NANTAHALA

The Original Zickgraf Flooring Outlet

Even better than before!

Now your one-stop flooring outlet: ceramic,
carpet, arearugs, resilient & luxury tile, too!

Lowest Prices Period!!

IntroducingJeff Nelson: 25 years experience with
carpet and tile! Call 828-342-7902 for prices & appt.

And as always ... featuring:
Hardwood, Engineered,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

Also offering Cabinets
(SOLID WOQOD)

Unfinished Red Oak and Hickory builder- grade options,
as well as Pre-finished custom cabinets at big-box store
non-wood prices!

Solid Unfinished — Starting at $0.89
Solid Pre-finished — Starting at $1.29
Laminate — Starting at $1.09
Vinyl — Starting at $0.77

WELLS GROVE —__

&
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= V.A. Clinic

791 Ulco Drive ¢ Franklin, NC
Office: (828) 369-9781 « Fax: (828) 524-6888

v =791 ULCO DR.

Hot Spot Monday - Friday,
8am - 5pm

Saturday, 8am - Noon
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/Bt BLACK BEAR

DRIVEWAYS ¢ PARKING LOTS
GRAVEL HAULING * CURBING * ROADWAYS
PATCHING/REPAIR * SUBDIVISIONS

We now offer

(VS wwork Bituminous Surface Treatment
/ Guaranteed (Also kniown as chip and seal paving)
N mmrum-iuunm

f‘,—ﬂ o..-I

Custom Shower Doors ¢ Insulated £
Glass « Custom Mirrors ¢ Tabletops,
Sun Rooms « Replacement of Fogged

Insulated Units  pavid Lewis, owner
(828) 349-0088 3145 Old Murphy Road

www.glassshoppe.com Franklin, NC 28734

e

THe
Qszmmer HouSe
PORCH & PATIO FEATURING

SUMMER&CLASSICS

“The K|p||ng CoIIectlon"
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a - 5p

2089 Dillard Road = 828-526-5577
(2 miles from Main Street)

Thursday, April 18, 2013 - 828-526-3228

Spring Home Improvement

The Top 5 Home Improvement Projects
That Increase Your Home’s Value

(StatePoint) Selling a
home in today’s aggressive
marketplace can be challeng-
ing. The good news is there
are a few tweaks that can
give homeowners a serious
leg up on the competition.

With the warmer months
being the most active time of
year to buy and sell real es-
tate, it’s important to ensure
your home is seen in the best
light possible.

According to
Homes.com, the top five
projects that improve home
equity are:

Bathrooms

If adding an additional
bathroom isn’tan option, up-
grade existing ones.

Adding a dual vanity to
a master or secondary bath
improves functionality, al-
lowing multiple people to use
the space. Change out fix-
tures like faucets and show-
er doors to increase aesthet-
icappeal. If you’re onabud-
get, replace light fixtures or

switch plates to help refresh
the space.

When working with a
small space, highlight stor-
age options with shelving
and update or remove wall
decor, paint or wallpaper.

Kitchen

Kitchen renovations
can cost anywhere from
$20,000 to $40,000 and more.
If that’s not in your budget,
upgrading cabinetry and
paint does wonders to liven
up even the most outdated
spaces.

Add crown or decora-
tive molding to “shape out”
the Kitchen cabinets and
modernize the space. Repaint
cabinets, or add new hard-
ware to add visual interest
and brighten dark spaces.

Outdoor Spaces

Curb appeal adds imme-
diate interest to any home’s
exterior. According to Re-
modeling Magazine, improv-
ing outdoor spaces can in-

crease a home’s resale value
dollar-for-dollar.

Frame the front walk-
way with items that add vi-
sual interest, like flowers,
potted plants, large rocks of
various sizes and solar-pow-
ered lights. If yard space is
scarce, hanging plants are
another great, low-cost op-
tion.

Extend outdoor projects
to the backyard — power-
wash decks or patios and
clean screened-in areas.

Basement

Basement improve-
ments can optimize livable
space and protect the home
from extreme weather, mold,
moisture damage and mites.
Whether transitioning the
basement to a home gym, of-
fice or family room, the ba-
sics remain the same: insu-
late well and waterproof.

Maximize space by in-
cluding shelving and storage
units. If the opportunity ex-

ists, make the space feel open
and inviting by creating an
open stairwell, a trick that vi-
sually connects the upper
part of the house with the
lower, and filters natural light
into the space.

Mudroom

Mudrooms ensure fam-
ilies stay clutter-free and
have a dedicated space to
drop stuff as they come
through the door. They can
also make potential home-
owners feel welcome upon
entry. While knocking out a
wall to create a mudroom is
expensive and labor-inten-
sive, you can make a “drop
zone' by simply anchoring a
bench to an empty wall and
hanging labeled storage
units.

Making homes stand
outinasea of real estate list-
ings isn’t always easy.

More tips on increasing
home values can be found
atwww.Homes.com.

American Upholstery
* Residential or Commercial
* Over 40 Years Experience
« Fast & Dependable
* Free Estimates
* Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

Culpepper’s

eArchitectural
e|ndustrial

onghtmgff
eDecor [

OTTO DEPOT

WHOLESALE SALVA_QECO

“We supply testen the eye.”

ottodepot.com
441s/GARd.
Otto, NC
524-0495

www.summerhousehighlands.com

mail: surhmerhousehighlands@b'rmemc.neq,rg_@

N
{’&,.\

il |

LJ’s Custom Painting Service
“Our priority is your complete satisfaction.”
Want to give your home a new, fresh look?
We’ll make it happen with an
affordable, quality paint job!

Call Luis Jimenez for a free estimate
828-371-1454 « 828-349-9309

Made for
Professionals.

Powered by You.

)

Husgvama
Husqvarna YT42XLS

* Engine manufacturer: Kawasaki
* Power: 23 hp
* Powerful two-cylinder Kawasaki engine
Price:$2,599.95
www.husgvarna.com
Copyright 2013 Husqvarna AB (publ).
Allrights reserved

Highlands Cutting Edge * 2330 Cashiers Road
828-526-4925 » Sales & Service
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Unique Upgrades to Your Home Can Make it Stand Out

(StatePoint) Remodel-
ing your home? Don’t just
keep up with the Joneses. Go
a step further by giving your
home truly unique upgrades.

Experts say that one
great way to be distinctive
and add value to your home
is by going natural.

So if you’re thinking of
redoing your countertops,
floors, walls or other key
home elements like no one
else on your block, think mar-
ble, granite and salvaged
lumber.

“There is no way to du-
plicate nature in a laborato-
ry or manufacturing environ-
ment,” says Garen Distel-
horst, Communications Di-
rector at the Marble Institute
of America. “Natural stone
is quarried from rock beds
formed over millions of
years. You’re never going to
find two pieces exactly
alike.”

Here are some benefits
of natural materials for you
to consider

* Return on Investment:
In many cases, marble and

granite are less expensive
than other premium materials
and add value to a home
whenit’s time to sell. Accord-
ing to the most current data
available, natural stone recov-
ered between 80 to 86 percent
of its remodeling cost at the
time of resale.

« Durability: The ancient
civilizations were onto some-
thing when they built their
cities. Natural stone stands
up to weathering and time
better than any other build-
ing material, natural or man-
made. Stone floors, counter-
tops and wall cladding will
last for at least 100 years in
many cases. Likewise, sal-
vaged lumber is old growth
wood, which means it’s
stronger and has tighter
wood grains than new lum-
ber and can give your home
project historical value.

« Sustainability: Natural
stone is an environmentally
friendly choice because it’s
nearly 100% recyclable and
is not bonded by petroleum
based resins or created in a

Four Gmerae‘mns And Srﬂ’i" :'i'an"mg

factory And because of its
durability, it won’t need to be
replaced for a long time.
*\ersatility: The number
of different colors, patterns
and textures of natural stone
is limitless. This may make
finding the perfect cuts to fit
your design needs a bit of a
chore, but what you end up
with will be unique to your
home. And different finishes
and edge treatments can
lend the same kind of stone a
different quality and look,
making it ideal for various ap-

plications — from floors to
walls to fireplaces to roofing
shingles.

* Cleaning: You can toss
aside the heavy duty clean-
ers that irritate your eyes and
nose. Warm water, mild dish-
washing liquid and a soft
cloth are all that is needed for
regular maintenance of most
natural stone surfaces.

By avoiding synthetic
materials, you can give your
home classic upgrades that
are durable, beautiful and
easy to maintain.

HIGHLANDS
DECORATING
CENTER

Benjamin Moore
Paints
Carpets
Wood flooring
Tile
Wall Covering
Window Treatments
Custom Closets
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Your “One Stop Shop!”

Custom cabinetry, furniture & remodels

* New kitchens & baths or renovations
(new fronts, new cabinets, new counters)
 Granite, quartz & marble from
ALL STONECONCEPTS
« Installation including plumbing & electrical
e CAD design & interior design service
FREE with signed contract
* Projects built in our shop
with American-made products

Granite, quartz & marble samples & workshop at
2437 Cashiers Road, Highlands ¢ 526-2160

Trade Partner of:
Sycamore Cabinetry

GRANITE & STOME
828-526-2160

2437 Cashiers Road, Highlands, NC
allstonega.com

& Seal Goating
www.uniformp@vinglic.com

828-36M-5343

$250.00 off

Tar & Tennessee River
Rock Gravel Driveway

(with coupon)

330 Dillard Road  Highlands ¢ 828-526-3571
www. highlandsdecorating.com

Eliminate Mold, Mildew,
& Radon Immediately!

Dry Crawl m

Crawl Space Environment Specialists™

“Save 15%-20% on utilities
by encapsulating your crawlspace!”

Call 828-743-0900 * www.drycrawlspaces.com

FURNITURE « INTERIOR DESIGHM -

B " 7

ACCESSORIES

N\

KETON DESIG

2 DILLARD RD
THE SHOPRS .ETTLE
SPATTONDESIGN
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Whitney Billingsley with Tallulah player.
Photo by Lisa Osteen

Lady Highlanders whip
Tallulah Falls, Swain

By Ryan Potts

The Highlands Lady Highlanders soccer team took
care of business this week with blowout victories over
the Tallulah Falls Lady Indians and the Swain Lady Dev-
ils. Last week, the Highlanders defeated the Lady Indians
by a score of 9-0. Mary-Gillian Renfro posted 4 goals for
the Lady Highlanders, and Kirstyn Lamb added a hat trick
of her own. Hayden Bates and Rebekah Parks also added
goals for the Lady Highlanders, and GK Ashlee Maitland
and the Lady Highlander defense posted the shutout.

On Monday, the Highlanders traveled to Bryson City
and throttled the Lady Devils by a score of 7-1. Rebekah
Parks, Lamb and Renfro all scored two goals for High-
lands and Bates added a goal to round out the scoring.
The Lady Highlanders will travel to Rabun County on
Thursday to face the Lady Wildcats in a game that was
rescheduled due to weather. The next Highlands home
game is April 24th, as the Lady Highlanders will host the
Lady Razorbacks from Walhalla.

... RAISES from page 2

someone making $10 an hour —which represents a num-
ber of county employees —is only a $1 extra an hour, but
Higdon could not be swayed.

He also claimed that Macon County was overstaffed
and the compensation and classification study didn’t of-
fer enough information on staffing.

However, Horton said according the Spingsted staff-
ing in Macon County is very lean.

At Corbin’s probing, Horton said there would not be
atax increase next year to fund the salary increases for FY
2013-14.

“If a tax increase was needed to accomplish this, the
increases wouldn't be a recommendation at this time,”
he said. “The only way there would be a tax increase is if
the state decides there is something we have to pay for
that we didn’t plan for.”

— Kim Lewicki

John 3:16

o PLACES TO VWORSHIP ®

Proverbs 3:5

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School -10 a.m., Worship—11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting—7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship—11
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm
Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.—Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
Worshipping at the facilities of Whiteside Presbyterian Church,
Cashiers
Sun.: Holy Communion - 9 a.m.; Adult Forum - 10:45 at Buck's
Coffee Cafe, Cashiers
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper athomes - 6 p.m.

Wed.: Men's Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church
Thurs.: Women's Prayer Group - 10 a.m., Whiteside Presbyterian
Church; Healing Service at noon
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship—11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School
10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children's Program,.
10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker « 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite
II, (sanctuary), 10:30 am
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School -9:30 a.m.

Wed.: Men's Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting - 6:15 p.m.,
Choir-5p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bo wman, Pastor e 526-3175
Sun.: Worship—11 a.m.; Sun. 8:30a communion service June-
Labor Day; School —9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m.—Men'’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays — Choir—7
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School - 10 am, Worship Service — 11 am
Bible Study—6 pm

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor
828-421-9172+ 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship—11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 8:30, 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth Group
5:30 p.

Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15—children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15—
Adult chair (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 - Women's Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road — 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30a.m.;
Worship/Communion—10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 Sin Satolah
Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship— 11
Choir—6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.—7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor: Clayton Lopez « 828-743-9704
Independent Bible Church
Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big Ridge
Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor — Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: - Sun: 11 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dwight Loggins
Sundays: School-10 a.m.; Worship—11a.m. &7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.— 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore ¢ 526-3212
Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship — 10:45 a.m.; Worship -6

p.m.
Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth—7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship— 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study -7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive ¢ 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15p.m.
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5- 7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship— 11




... VOUCHER
from page 1

The wording suggests that
the public school system isn't ad-
equately educating North Caro-
linastudents but doesn’t offer spe-
cifics, said Macon County Inter-
im Superintendent Jim Duncan.

“I really feel some legislators
are going after public education
big time,” said Duncan. “I hon-
estly feel there is this intent to
say that what we are doing with
the public school dollar is not
getting the job done or not get-
ting what they want done. But
what is that?”

Duncan said the universal
public education system in the
United States has rules and regu-
lations which public schools are
absolutely required to follow,
largely to provide children with
learning opportunities no matter
their social economic standing,
physical or mental handicaps,
disabilities or anything else.

=See VOUCHER page 14

DELI SANDWICHES

similar surge in our activity (we
are already seeing the beginnings
of it), and that by fall, the increase
will be realized across all price
points and market niches. Our
feeder markets often represent
what | refer to as the “lead domi-
no” for our market, and once the
dominos begin moving in those
areas, we see the impact positively
rippling through the Highlands-
Cashiers market.

Smart pricing remains as crit-
ical as ever, however. Our inves-
tors are value driven and are ex-
traordinarily market savvy. Stay in
line with market values, or you
will run the risk of being complete-
ly ignored by the market. Begin
considering your own next move
and/or investment once you sell,
as that time is growing ever near.

= Susie deVille, ME, ABR, SFR,
is Owner/Broker-in-Charge of
White Oak Realty Group. Her ar-
eas of expertise include real estate
investments, niche marketing, so-

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

WHERE TO EAT

BREAKFAST/LUNCH/ESPRESSO BAR

FULL BREAKFAST UNTIL 10:30 EVERY DAY

BACON, EGGS, HASH BROWNS, WAFFLES
FRESH BAKED GOODS

LUNCH M TO 7 MON - SAT, N1 TO 4 SUN
FRESH BURGERS, GRILLED CHICKEN
SANDWICHES, HAND CUT FRIES,
HOMEMADE SOUPS, PANINI

GARDEN SALADS DAILY SPECIALS
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... INVESTING continued from page 6

cial media, and strategic property
positioning. An expert in entrepre-
neurship and anthropology, Susie
applies her acumen in human
behavior toward negotiating and
advocating on behalf of her cli-

ents. White Oak Realty Group’s
sales office is located at 125 South
Fourth Street in the heart of the
retail district in Highlands. For
more information, visit
WhiteOakRG.com or call (828)
526-8118.

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

= Dental Implants = Root Canal Therapy
= Single Visit Crowns
= Orthodontics including Invisalign
= Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!
(1V Sedation, too)

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-notch,
high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

706-886-9439 = 800-884-9439

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

[ -
WILBANKS SMILE CENTER

DINNER T0-GO

EACH DINNER FEEDS A FAMILY OF FOUR

MON
CHOOSE EITHER:

comfy.

US.A
...Has Arrived!

at

= |
Jolie’s
Highlands Fun
Place to Shop!

446 Main Street
828-526-3963

oy
Alieap
Thizgg

MEXICAMN MONDAY: FOUR CHEESE AND FOUR CHICKEN ENCHILADAS, REFRIED
BEANS, MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED
LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM $17.95

oRr
24 BUFFALO WINGS OR 2 LBS CHICKEN TENDERS AND HAND CUT FRIES $17.85

TUES

IN-HOUSE MADE ITALIAN SAUSAGE LASAGNA WITH A LARGE SALAD $17.95

WED

CHICKEN OR STEAK POT PIE AND A LARGE SALAD 517,85

THURS

ROASTED MEATLOAF WITH MASHED POTATOES, GRAVY AND A LARGE SALAD $17.85

FRi

WILD CAUGHT FRIED SHRIMP, BAKED POTATOES, HUSH PUPPIES, AND COLESLAW

$20.95
SAT

IN-HOUSE SMOKED BBG, COLESLAW, APPLE AND BACON BAKED BEANS, AND

GRILL OPENS AT 11AM EVERY DAY.

YEAST ROLLS 517.85

SERVING MON-SAT TIL 7PM, SUNDAY TIL 4PM. FULL DELI OPEN ALL DAY,

INCLUDING PANINI, SOUPS AND CHILI

STORE HOURS: 7AM-BPM MON-SAT, BAM-6PM SUNDAY

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY » CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - B2B.526.2400
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mesdl Larry Houston [l I = eae
N Rock Work : -

Walls = Fireplaces = Patios = Piers : o, ;
All Rock Work = Stucco ' B Fas B38-787-1003

meallivioncenterverizon net

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop °

ATLANMTIO SOUTH

J&J Lawn and Landscaping c+ U2 o INER

\$ AWy Serving Highlands & Cashiers for

‘l Ill 20 years! Custom Quilts Y
II&, Ji Pz " Fabrics, Notions LIGHTNING PROTECTION
S RN EMERGENCY GENERATORS

e Fax: 828-526-8764
’;{9,,,%[3 Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

John Shearl, Owner 1663 S. 4" St. Highlands

Electrical License & HC 1882320 KOHLER Dealer # 2584950

www.ASPower Systems.com @ 828.526.0070

SELECTCO

A" 4 526-9743 = Highlands
Please Call for hours & directions

Grading & Excavating ¢ Certified Clearwater Contractor
www.wilsongrading.com

You knowusasRUNNERS, but ___
don'tforgetwe are also NC
REALESTATEBROKERS. |
You can count on us every step "‘W
of the way to getyoutothe
finish line. We train hard for
races, and we willwork equally [
hard foryou! ;

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411
Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

~ Complete Home Repair

-~ and Maintenance

o ]

Edwin Wilson Phone (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com Cell (828) 421-3643

Manley’s Towing
Service

g Service, LLC

ler, Owner
~ «Water Cop Installation

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, INnc.

24-Hour Towing & Winterization
Local and Long Distance Hauls 828-526-9325 * Remodels & New
Cell: 828-200-1139 Construction
Owner-Operator James Popcorn Manley email: allandearth@msn.com Cell 828-371-1707
526-0374 » 342-0583 NC Lic. # 28972 rsplumbing99@yahoo.com

95 Highlands Plaza ™~
526-3379

FAX: 526-3309 . «<
Hig Office Settly

e Complete line of office supplies
= ; Al * Laminating * Fax Service
e T i 1 1 - Greeting Cards « Laser paper

Renovations & Remodels, Fire & Water Damag g pap

Commercial Projects e Ink Cartridges * UPS services

215N. 4th St. » Highlands * (828) 526-2412 oy . L ”
www.schr?ﬂttbuilde(rs.cz)m It's good to do business in Highlands

HIGHLANDS
AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE AND REPAIR
(828) 787-2360 i

2851 Cashiers Rd, Highlands « highlandsautomotive.com

Russell Marling & Chris Hall, owners, welcome Tudor Hall, service manager
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RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

RETAIL —Middle of Main Street. Call 371-2583. (St. 3/28)

L. Stephen Foster & Associates

Professional Land Surveyors

Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania

counties for more than 45 years
L. Stephen Foster, PLS

Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

NC License #10978

Loma Linda Farm

Dog Boarding « Day Care ® Dog Park
Highlands, NC (828) 421-7922

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com ¢ www.lomalindafarm.com

Emlla & Parm

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving —now a full
service asphalt company specializing in

Alsoavailable:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.
Other services?

Utility installation and repair, driveways,
ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing.
Call 828-526-9348.
Brysongrading@gmail.com

commercial and residential asphalt services.

TWO REASONABLE OFFICE SPACES NEAR BASCOM. $415
and $525 includes electric. 828-526-5558. (4/18)

LIKE NEW, 3BED, 3 1/2 BATHHOME IN TOWN. Available mid-april.
$1,700/mth. Call 828-200-0371. (st. 3/21)

3BED, 31/2 BATH HOME IN BLUE VALLEY with basement apart-
mentand separate entrance. Available May 1. $1800/mth. Call 828-713-6101.
(st.3/21)

TWO BEDROOM HOME —with views, W/D, and privacy. 3 miles to
downtown. Available April 1. Call 828-421-4681. (st. 3/7)

COMMERCIAL MAIN STREET LOCATION with plenty of parking.
Greatfor retail or office space. For more information call 828-342-9158. (st. 7/
12)

YARD SALE

SATURDAY, APRIL 20 - Player piano, table, lamps, water purifier,
lawn furniture, art & craft supplies, artwork, miscellaneous household items
and more. 10a-3p. Hicks Rd to Mirrormont Rd. to Bonnie to 174 Dolly Lane.

HELPWANTED

MOUNTAIN FRESH IN HIGHLANDS is hiring for a high volume
experienced Grill Cook, also positions in the Deli and Espresso Bar. Apply in
person 521 Main Street, Highlands, NC or email jobs828@gmail.com (4/18)

SALESASSOCIATE FOR HIGH END RETAIL CLOTHING STORE
IN HIGHLANDS, NC. Seasonal employment,part time to full time,must be
available towork weekends. Retail clothing sales experience preferred. Please
call 828-200-1703 or 828-526-4407.. (st. 4/11)

CNA/MED-AIDE/LPN NEEDED FOR ASSISTED LIVING. Please
apply at Chestnut Hill of Highlands, 24 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC
(828)526-5251. (st. 4/11)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY is hiring in the specialty foods depart-
mentwhichincludes wine, cheese, coffee and oil & vinegar departments. Full
and parttime positions available. Apply in person, Corner of 5th and Main,
Highlands or email jt@mfgro.com. (4/25)

NEEDED: Experienced server and hostess. Call 526-9822 to schedule
anappointment. (st. 3/7)

FOR SALE

2KING BEDS, Bookcases, Sofa and Log Table w/6 chairs, Pub Table
set, Kitchen Island. Call 828-200-0980. (st. 4/11)

HIGHLANDS SUITE HOTEL. HOTEL ROOM SUITE SETS FOR
SALE. Everything mustgo. All sets include the following:, Set of bedroom end
tables, King size bed with headboard & frame, Six-drawer dresser, Living area
end table, Round dining table with 3-4 chairs, Sofa with pull-out queen bed,

800-805-3558 « 828-526-2222

(mattress included), Lamps, Mini refrigerator, Microwave, and more. Cost for
all this: $400 for the complete set Individual sale of items will be considered.
Please call for an appointment to view the items. (828) 526-4502 (st. 4/11)

BASSET HOUND PUPPIES —AKC certified. Available Easter week-
end. All shots. Male and females. Call Scaly Mountain Trout Farm at (828)
526-4676. (st. 3/7)

SERVICES

ASHE PAINTING - Stain & Pressure Washing. Quality Guaranteed.
Affordable. Dependable Service. Free Estimates. Residential, Commercial.
Fully Insured. Exterior, interior. Log Homes & Decks. Call Randall Ashe,
Owner. (828) 506-1641. (5/2)

HIGHLANDS/CASHIERS CONCIERGE & MANAGEMENT. House-
keeping/Spring Cleaning. House Opening/Closing. Maintenance/Repairs.
Insured, Bonded & Lots of Experience w/References. (828) 482-2480 OR
HCCMHOME@GMAIL.COM (5/2)

TONY'S HOME REPAIR, MAINTENANCE, AND YARD WORK. 35
years' experience with satisfied customers and good references! (828)342-
2159. (4/25)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN YOUR HOME? Callfor free inspec-
tion. 828-743-0900.

HANDYMAN SERVICE —Electrical, plumbing, pressure cleaning, paint-
ing, carpentry, yardwork. References. Call Al Edgar at cell: 332-7271 or 369-
6245. (4/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN - Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks and additions. Free
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (2/9/13)

CRAWLSPACE MOISTURE PROBLEMS? Musty smell in your
home? Call 828-787-1673. (St. 4/28)

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES - Complete Land-
scaping Company, Design, Installation and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants,
Trees, Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage, Erosion
Control and RR-Tie work. 20 years serving Highlands area. 828-526-2251.

H O S P 1 T A L

Fidelia Eckerd Living Center
US 64 Between Highlands & Cashiers, NC

nghlands—Cashlefs

Positions Now Available

Registered Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses
Certified Nursing Assistants

Unit Clerk/C.N.A.

Respiratory Therapist

Director of Physician Practice Mgt
MDS Coordinator
Certified Surgical Technologist
Housekeeper
Maintenance Mechanic

Full benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an increase
in pay, available after 60 days of full-time employment.
Pre—employment substance screening. Call Human Resources,
828-526-1376, or apply online at www.hchospital.org.
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... VOUCHER continued from page 11

“That’s the nature of the public school
environment, but it’s not the nature of the
private sector environment,” he said.
“They often pick and choose their stu-
dents.”

Public Schools First NC says vouch-
ers are a failing proposition all around.
They fail to help the students who most
need them, they provide little benefit for
the students who do use them, and they
drain resources from the one public insti-
tution best situated to educate all children
—the public schools, they say.

Public Schools First NC claims evi-
dence shows that the intended recipients
of voucher programs are seldom the stu-
dents who make use of them. Even lower
to middle income families who try to use
the $4,200 voucher will still be left with a
tuition balance they cannot afford, they
say. Vouchers are more likely to be used by
those who would be able to choose private
schools anyway.

cull SerVice

Duncan said the state’s reversion poli-
cy, which allocates funds to public school
systems and then requires a portion to be
sent back, is crippling local school districts.
Macon County had to give $1 million back
last year and fund 54 teachers locally, that’s
with county funds.

“If the state doesn’t have enough mon-
ey to give to Macon County which has
earned it through the required formula, and
then takes money back through the rever-
sion, how can it now turn around and give
itto someone in the form of a scholarship?
It just doesn’t seem right,” he said. “The
state is taking money from the public
schools but by law our buildings still have
to stay open. We can’t go out of business
like a private school can.”

Public School First NC says vouchers
drain resources from the one institution that
must accept and educate all children who
walk through their doors — the public

25
galoN® &3P

Qo

Rita’s Cottage
Hair and Skincare o
Jane Iredale Make-up
: 50% Off select items
828-526-3742+ 435 N. Fifth Street
ritascottage@gmail.com

Jane ~ireflale

and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures,
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, Up-dos

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

828-526-9477 « 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Manicures,
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Tues - Sat. at 10 a

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

(828) 526-4192

NC LMBT #1429

schools. The North Carolina Constitution
guarantees a sound basic education to all
children. A $90 million giveaway from the
public schools will have real and serious
consequences for the quality of instruction
that public schools will provide. The most
disadvantaged students are the most likely
to remain in public schools, which will be
asked to do ever more with less, they say.

Duncan said it's likely the bill is com-
ing out of a perceived need in large metro-
politan areas in the state where the com-
munity may not think their children are
getting the best education.

“But offering this voucher program so
children can attend a private school in
Macon County may be offering false hope
simply because there are not a lot of private
school choices here,” he said. “I think peo-
ple should have some choices, but those
choices need to be on a level playing field.”

He said in addition the bill raises nu-

e POLICE

merous questions as to teacher qualifica-
tions, student performance requirements,
disciplinary aspects and much more.

“If a student opts to take the $4,200
voucher and go to a private school and then
gets kicked out for academic or disciplin-
ary reasons, they would have to come back
to the public school. Do we get that money
back?” he asked. “The devil is in the details
and there are lots of unanswered questions
concerning guidelines at every juncture.”

Yevonne Brannon, Chair, Public
Schools First NC said using public dollars
to fund schools that cannot serve all stu-
dents violates the NC Constitution, and is
a misuse of public tax dollars. “This is a
cynical approach to strengthening educa-
tion and will result in a public school sys-
tem that is highly segregated by income
and race,” she said.

H.B. 944 passed the first reading.

—Kim Lewicki
& FIRE

Highlands PD log entries from March 8
Only the names of persons arrested, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor, or public officials have
been used.

Feb. 28

¢ At 12:30 p.m., Tiffany Dawn Cullins, 22, of
Franklin, was arrested for larceny shoplifting and
forgery and counterfeiting. Her court date was April
4.

April 3

+ Alittle past midnight, Angela Maria, Sanchez-
Colon, 24 of Franklin, was arrested for DWI and
speeding on NC 28 south.

+At 11:30 a.m., officers responded to call about
barking dogs on Wingina Place.

April4

+ At 8:30 a.m., officers responded to a two-
vehicle accident on Oak Street.

* At 10:45 a.m., officers were called about a
suspicious person who entered Rosenthal's on Main
Streetand was acting peculiar.

April 5

+ At 11:30 a.m., officers responded to a two-
vehicle accident Spring Street.

+At9:49 p.m., officers were called to The Farm-
er's Market about a manwho had methamphetamine,
drug paraphernaliaand weapons including firearms,
ammunition and knives.

+ At 9:50 p.m., Frank William Elliot, 33, of Clay-
ton, GA, was arrested for possession of a handgun,
methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia. His trial
date is April 18.

April 6

+At6 p.m., officers responded to a call about
the theft of a canoe on the Mirror Lake embankment.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log

entries from April 3.

April 3

*At12:28 p.m., the dept. was first-responders
to assist EMS with a medical call on Pierson Drive.
EMS transported.

* At 9:42 p.m., the dept responded to a vehi-
cle accident on US 64 west. Members provided
traffic control and cleaned up oil.

April4

At 12:47 p.m., the dept. was first-responders
to assist EMS with a medical call at a residence on
Holt Road. EMS transported.

April 5

+ At 11:43 a.m., the dept. responded to an
alarm atthe hospital. It was false.

At 3:15 p.m., the dept. was first-responders
to assist EMS with a medical call at a residence on
Highlands View. EMS trnasported.

¢ At4:52 p.m., the dept was first-responders
to assist EMS with a medical call at Club House
Drive. EMS transported.

April 6

+ At 8:43 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire
alarm atthe hospital. It was false.

April 7

+At 9:03a.m., the dept. was first-responders
to assist EMS with a medical call at a residence on
Highlands Walk. EMS transported.

+ At 5:41 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire
alarmat a residence on South Old Walhalla Road.
ltwas set off by a real estate agent.

April 8

+At10:22 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire
alarm ataresidence on Satulah Road. It was false.

+At10:14 a.m., the dept. was first-responders
to assist EMS with a medical call at a residence on
Harris Drive. EMS transported.
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Country Club Properties The
“Your local hometown I oA
o . " Realtors
Real Estate professionals. -
2 Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 « www.mainstreet-inn.com

Remember
Parking Regulations went into
affect April 15th. Employees
and Business owner must
park in the designated parking
areas. Foramap of the areas
you are allowed to park please
visit the Town website

Ruka’s Table

Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner nightly
from 5:30
Bar opens at 4 p.m.
526-3636

o

Home Gifts, Art
526-3909 = 468 Carolina Way

& Antiques

Highlands. NC 28741
v e ey C o

www.chambersagency.net highlandsnc.org,
| S
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comfortable
RWELRY » GEMS & MINERALS !\ ™ .
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170 W sueet @ 526-8878
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2195, 4th St....on the hil

H-C Players
H-C Chamber Music

Historic
Village

Needlepoin
of
Highlands

Barbara B. Cusachs
26-3901 « 800-526-3902
illage Square * Oak at 5th

The Bascom
Covered

Hwy. 64w to:
i

Bridal Veil Falls
Dry Falls

Cliffside Lake

Bust Your Butt Falls
Cullasaja Falls

To Nature Ctr >
& Sunset Rock

Hudson
Library

Please Support Our
Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

2011 Copyrighted Map

THE PEOPLE YOU TURN TO.
THE BANK YOU TRUST.

800.438.2265

WWW.MACONBANK.COM

MEMBER FDIC
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

/| :
The Computer M“m |

But you can call me James!

Golden China & Sushi Bar
Listed in
Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F

Cosper Flowers

ere Smiles are in Bloom All Year Long!
* Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p

Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days « Computer Sales Closed Sunday
Wine & Beer « Computer Services +  Orders é:\ Ii?le;iveries
Highlands Plaza + Computer Parts i
526-5525 526?96 . In Highlands Plaza

(828) 526-8671

68 Highlands Plaza « Highlands NC

Delivery in town w/$15 order w.cosperflowers.com

PAC Youth Theaters
‘John Lennon &
Me’ opens April 25

The PAC Youth Theater is in full
rehearsal mode. Pictured is a
dance rehearsal featuring Chore-
ographer Kaycee Carver with
Katherine Potts, David Long,
Raven Westbrook, Brooke Re-
hmeier and Abby Gilbert. Kay-
cee is currently attending the
University of Georgia and is a
PAC Youth Theater graduate. Be
sure to come see this year's pro-
duction of John Lennon & Me.
Opening Thursday, April 25 and
continuing the 26th, 27th and 28th.
Evening performances begin at
7:30 and the Sunday matinee be-
gins at 2:30. Tickets may be pur-
chased by calling: 828.526.9047
oronline: www.highlandspac.org.
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REALTY GROUP

Voted Best Realtor
Broker Assocmte 5_1/ nemspaper readers
Andrea Gabbard
828-200-6165 www.patallenrealtygroup.com
Building Green Building Value

zws CIMARRON

h=is BUILDERS
328-526-2240@

www.cimbuild.com

L. Stephen. Foster & Associates

Professional Land Surveyors
Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania
counties for more than 45 years

NADINE PARADISE, Broker

#1 Resource FoR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE Neeps!
828-371-2551 (CewLL)
nadineparadise@gmail.com
www.NadineParadise.com

[LAND K

: 'I:at _Alle;: REALéY GROUP ... at Wright Square @
roker-in-charge AROIESHELL Company PO Box 2765, Highlands, NC 28741
828-200-9179 e

Exurbia

Paolett

Serving dinner
Thurs.-Mon.
from 5:30p
Please call

for reservations

526-4906

i p--ﬁ-hv

e

3 ey

Sothebys

INTERMATIOMAL REALTY

2012
#1 Agent in Highlands

per HCMLS 2012 TorTands NC Real
Text SIR to 87778 to download our : Ig ; a.n S hiers Rd e~ah| tdy
app for any mobile phone. WH_E! TH‘.ME Gn"URM ET NEW location: 3566 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
Open Year-Round! Tammy
NEW LOCATION in Town Square! Mobley
w 343D Broker/Owner
ain Street!
5264085 26years
i “Sening experience
Lunchand (770)337-1000
Jody Lovell S Dinner "~ (828)482-0325

828-526-4104 33
exurbiasothebysrealty.com

: (Closed Monday)
www.wildthymegourmet.com

@ ...onthe VVerandah

www.HighlandsNC.info

L. Stephen Foster; PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

www:firemt.com ¢ (800) 775-4446

828-743-4154
- sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

WHITE ©AK

REALTY GROGURP

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...
and Invest in Your Life!”™

(828) 526-8118 « 125 South 4th Street

%%  WhiteOakRG.com

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open for dinner
4-9p
Sunday Brunch
www.ontheverandah.com
CASHMERE
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

828-526-2338
7 nights a week and
| MCC ULLEY’ s °
Open 7 days a week

Susie deVille,
Broker-in-Charge
(828) 371-2079

Mal Phillips,
Broker

(828) 337-0706 (828) 200-2642

SherylWilson,
Broker

526-4407
“Top of the Hill"
242 S. 4th St




