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By Brittany Burns
Macon County Schools’ Su-

perintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin 
informed members of  the board 
of  education last week that the 
deadline is looming to develop 
a method to identify the top 25 
percent of  teachers in the dis-
trict, as required by a newly es-
tablished law.

State legislators completely 
overhauled the state’s tenure law 
for teachers, essentially eliminat-
ing the process early this year. 
Instead of  allowing any teacher 
to reach tenure status, the new 
law mandates each school dis-
trict develop a method to identi-
fy the top performing 25 percent 
of  teachers by June 30. Those 
teachers will be offered a four-
year contract with a small bonus, 
while all other teachers will be 
offered continued employment 
through a one-year contract. 

Monday night, Dr. Baldwin 
once again expressed concern 
regarding the lack of  guidance 
from the state surrounding what 
criteria to use when identifying 
the top 25 percent. In the past, 
board members have expressed 
concern on how to compare a 
math teacher’s performance to a 
physical education teacher’s per-

BOE still 
struggling 

with State’s 
‘tenure’ law

•See HARRELL page 4

Highlands Community Fund 
is pleased to announce $93,190 in 
grants to local nonprofit organiza-
tions providing important services 
in the community. The grants were 
made in partnership with The 
Community Foundation of  West-
ern North Carolina (CFWNC) 
and include:

Highlands United Method-
ist Church - $20,000 to support 
enrichment programs and super-
vision for children enrolled in the 
early child care program and the 
after school program through the 
newly formed Gordon Center for 
Children. 

The Literacy Council of  
Highlands - $20,000 to continue 
its literacy programs currently be-
ing offered including: GED and 
ESL classes,  Adult Literacy, ESL 
Study Hall, After School Enrich-
ment, the Mobilizing Literacy pro-
gram, summer day camp and the 
Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
& computer lab with Rosetta Stone 
language software.

The Bascom - $15,000 to 
support Community Arts Edu-
cation activities for students in 
collaboration with other organiza-

Highlands 
nonprofits 
recipients 

of CFWNC 
grants

•See NONPROFITS page 6

On November 22, Highlands 
Police Chief  William Harrell grad-
uated from the North Carolina 
Justice Academy’s Management 

Development Program hosted at 
the North Carolina Justice Acad-
emy’s East and West campuses. 
The program consists of  topical 

modules, each five days in length, 
which are scheduled over an 
11-month period. Chief  Harrell 

Harrell first HPD chief to graduate from 
NC Justice Academy Mgmt. course

Thurs., Dec. 12
• Town Board meeting at 7 

p.m. in the Community Building.. 
New Mayor Pat Taylor and new 
commissioners Amy Patterson and 
Donnie Calloway  will be sworn in 
during New Business.

• HCP’s annual FREE Holiday 
Reading “Christmas From Around 
the World” at 7:30p at the Perform-
ing Arts Center. Wonderful reading 
and music followed by a cookie and 
punch reception. 

Sat. & Sun., Dec. 14-15
• The Community Christian 

Choral Concert will be held at the 
Episcopal Church of the Incarna-
tion, corner of 5th. & Main Streets 
on Saturday and Sunday Both per-
formances will be held at 5 p.m. 
Classical, Christmas carols, plus a 
sing-a-long! A reception will follow 
the Sunday performance. 

Sat., Dec. 14
• Santa in Town Square from 

11a to 3p.
• The Highlands Plateau Gre-

enway will have its monthly work 
trip this Saturday. Anyone inter-
ested in participating, please regis-
ter with Ran Shaffner by emailing 
highlandsgreenway@nctv.com or 
leaving a message at 828-526-5622. 
Meet at the large upper parking lot 
behind the Rec Park at 9a for a brief 
orientation session. Tools and safety 
equipment are furnished. Bring wa-
ter, rain gear. Wearing clothes that 
can get dirty is advised.

Sun., Dec. 15
• Christmas Handbell per-

formance at the Highlands United 
Methodist Church during the 10:50 
service. All are welcome. 

Wed., Dec. 18
• Christmas Handbell per-

formance at the Highlands United 
Methodist Church at 6 p.m. All are 
welcome

King & Queen for the night

Highlands School seniors Tyler Munger and Ellie Cate 
Beavers were named King & Queen at the Homecoming 
Dance at the Performing Arts Center on Saturday, Dec. 7. 
For more pictures see page 17.   Photos by Lisa Osteen.

By Brittany Burns
With drastic budget cuts 

at the state level and no fund 

School administrators to 
receive supplement for 

2013-’14 school year, too
balance to rely on, the two 
percent supplement historically 
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•Letters •

Dear Editor,
     Today I visited healthcare.gov on the 
internet and thanks to the Affordable Care 
Act, also known as Obamacare, I am now, 
at age 63, covered by healthcare insurance 
for the first time in my adult life.
     Throughout my life I’ve had financial 
ups and downs with periods of  relative 
prosperity and at other times, not so much. 
But, the real reason I never before invested 
in healthcare insurance is that I was never 
exactly certain what I was buying. There 
was always so much fine print written into 
the policies I felt as if  I needed a lawyer 
to figure out what would be covered and 
what would not if, God forbid, I needed 
extensive medical care or hospitalization.   
I couldn’t bring myself  to spend the time 
or money on such an uncertain venture.
     But, I am so thankful that is no lon-
ger the case because of  the Affordable 
Care Act. Now there are standards the 
healthcare insurance industry has to live 
by.  All pre-existing conditions are covered 
and so much more.  At healthcare.gov I 
found a set of  clear, affordable choices, 
all of  which will ensure that I will never 
be financially destroyed because of  a cata-
strophic illness or accident. Tonight I will 
sleep well knowing that my family and I 
are much more secure in life.
     Thank you President Obama and those 
in Congress who voted to pass the Afford-
able Care Act.

Avram Friedman
Dillsboro, NC

Finally, affordable 
healthcare for all

Dear Editor,
Our disappearing middle class has 

been receiving much media attention in 
recent weeks.

It takes an understanding of  econom-
ics to uncover the reason behind our dis-
appearing middle class and perhaps a bit 
of  recent history.

The simple answer is that inflation 
has destroyed any gains the middle class 
had made during the past 40 some years. 
If  you know history, you know that every 
time the government raised the minimum 
wage, inflation followed right behind, de-
stroying savings workers had put aside for 
retirement, retirees on pensions and gener-

Threat of Inflation

ally wiping out millions of  people’s saving 
accounts.  Remember the $1.00 hamburger 
with drink and fries?

We saw that effect during the Carter 
administration when we had a raging  22% 
inflation rate which was only brought under 
control during the Reagan administration 
who also brought us under 5% unemploy-
ment.

I find it ironic that the average per-
son on the street is in favor of  raising the 
minimum wage and must make them feel 
good about themselves to support it but 
what they don’t understand is that they are 
shooting themselves in the foot, and pun-
ishing millions of  retirees who are unable 
to compensate for inflation.  Add the mil-
lions of  retirees who have been forced to 
go back to work to make ends meet due to 
inflation.

What we fail to comprehend is that the 
minimum wage begins at the very bottom 
with the farmer buying his seed corn, fer-

tilizing and planting the corn, getting the 
crop picked and getting it to the market 
where the stores must pass along the cost 
increases to the consumer.  It’s not simply a 
matter of  paying a fast food worker a high-
er minimum wage but reaches to the very 
root of  our economy.

Then we are faced with a government 
that prints more money which devalues the 
dollar and this of  course means it takes 
more dollars to buy something which is 
also a cause of  inflation.

There are other problems inherent 
in raising the minimum wage. Companies, 
along with fast food restaurants, simply 
cannot pay higher wages to youth who 
have no job skills which results in very 
high youth unemployment.  Just look at the 
youth unemployment rate in countries like 
Italy, Greece, France and Spain and you’ll 
see youth with no hope for a job or a fu-
ture.

So don’t be fooled when a politician 

tells you we need a higher minimum wage 
because the only thing they are concerned 
with is getting you to vote for them.  They 
could care less about the retirees who have 
spent their lives putting money away for 
retirement only to see it wiped out by infla-
tion, nor do they care about job prospects 
for our youth.

Just remember, higher wages require 
higher wages which require higher wages 
ad infinitum, a never ending vicious circle.

So, what happened to the middle 
class?  Inflation wiped them out.

Bob Wilson
Franklin, NC

Dear Editor,
Fellow Highlander,  I am a member of  

the Hospice House Foundation Board, and 
personally involved and committed to the 
goal of  building a Hospice House for WNC.

Right now I am writing to ask for your help. 
We have been given a CHALLENGE 
GRANT of  $1M by the State Employees 
Credit Union, (SECU) which is wonderful. 
but we don’t actually get this money until 
and unless we raise another $2.2M. 

We are working very hard to achieve 
that goal.  At the moment however, we are 
especially in need of  funds to pay many 
current expenses, including our mortgage.

I am asking you to please put us on 
your giving list.  I know only too well what 
a generous community Highlands is so I am 
urgently seeking your support. 

Donations can be directed to the 
Hospice House Foundation of  WNC, a 
501(c)3 organization.   The address is PO 
Box 815, Franklin, NC 28744.  Please see 
HHFWNC.org  for more details or call me. 

Evie Byrnes
Highlands, NC

Please help the 
Hospice House in 

Franklin
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Pillow & Rug SALE  
at The Hen House

50% OFF

...SUPPLEMENT continued from page 1

Town of Highlands
Notice of  

Public Hearing

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
public hearing will be held by the Town 
of Highlands Board of Commissioners 
at the Highlands Community Building, 
71 Poplar Street, on the 12th day of  
December, 2013 beginning at 7:00pm, 
for proposed amendments to the Uni-
fied Development Ordinance regarding 
sign standards.

All interested residents/citizens are 
encouraged to attend. Copies of the 
proposed amendment are on file in the 
Town Clerk’s office at Town Hall, 210 N. 
4th Street for inspection by all between 
the hours of 8:00am and 4:30pm Mon-
day through Friday.

Rebecca R. Shuler, CMC, NCCMC
Town Clerk

The Highlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitors Center’s 
2013 Olde Mountain Christmas 
Sweatshirts were a big hit this 
year leaving on just a few left 
for sale. If you are interested in 
getting one please call 828-526-
2112 or email visitor@highlands-
chamber.org. They are $20 each.

2013 Sweatshirts 
for sale

provided to teachers in Macon County 
since 2004, was at risk earlier this year. 
Macon County commissioners, who 
provide the supplement to teachers each 
year, at the request of  the school board, 
gave permission for those funds to be used 
elsewhere in the school system’s budget, 
if  need be. 

Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin 
worked closely with school Finance 
Director Angie Cook to ensure the district 
stayed on budget to prevent needing to tap 
into the teachers’ two percent supplement, 
which roughly amounts to a little over 
$400,000. 

In October, the Board of  Education 
voted to allot Macon County teachers 
the full two percent supplement from 
the county. County commissioners had 
budgeted a total of  $430,000 for teaching 
supplements, but due to attrition and 
operating with about 20 less teaching 
positions this year district wide, the 
supplement’s total cost weighed in at 
$401,000. 

After paying out the supplement 
to teachers, there is $29,000 remaining 
in the fund. Dr. Baldwin went before 
commissioners Tuesday night seeking 
permission to spend $27,000 of  the 
remaining funds to provide principals and 
assistant principals with a two percent 
supplement, as well. For as long as the 
county has been providing teachers with a 
supplement, the Macon County Board of  

Education has been providing a two percent 
supplement out of  the district’s fund balance 
for school administrators. With fund balance 
monies being exhausted for other expenses, 
the district no longer had the ability to 
provide administrators with a supplement. 

“We have already cut the schools 
administrators’ travel allotment and this year 
we lost two administrators to other states 
where they could get higher paying jobs,” 
said Baldwin when requesting permission 
from the board. 

After providing school administrators 
with the supplement, the school board 
would have $2,000 remaining in the fund, 
which Baldwin requested permission to use 
to purchase steel-toed boots for employees.  
“In the past we have bought the mandatory 
boots for workers as part of  their uniform, 
but in the budget crisis this year, we 
eliminated that from the budget. The total 
cost for all boots is $4,000, but the $2,000 
would certainly put a dent in that cost for 
our employees,” he said. 

County Commission Chairman Kevin 
Corbin, who was unanimously re-elected as 

chairman of  the board Tuesday night, noted 
that in his opinion, the county had already 
budgeted the funds to the school system and 
he felt it was up to the school board as to 
how it should be spent. 

Commissioner Paul Higdon agreed 
with Corbin saying he didn’t see the school 
board’s request as being for additional 
funds, because commissioners had already 
allocated the money. He said he trusted the 
school board to spend it as it saw fit. “That 

is your money,” said Higdon. “It is our 
job to support you and your board and 
to support you when you make calls on 
managing that money.”

On a  mot ion made by  Vice-
chair Commissioner Ronnie Beale, 
commissioners unanimously voted 
to allow the Macon County Board of  
Education to spend the remaining teaching 
supplement to provide the supplement for 
administrators and to buy steel-toed shoes. 

Call or email for 2014 Advertising Packages for Paper and Web!
highlandseditor@aol.com

828-526-3228
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...HARRELL continued from page 1

joined 19 other law enforcement executives in graduating 
the 25th Management Development Program, out of  64 
local and state executive applicants across North Carolina. 

“Bill is to be commended for completing this 
course,” said Town Manager Bob Frye. “I think it speaks 
well of  his continuing commitment to maintaining a high 
level of  professional leadership to the Highlands Police 
Department.”

The Management Development Program is a year-
long experience taught by experts in administration, 
physical fitness, and Academy Instructors. The program 
includes an innovative curriculum involving a compre-
hensive and in-depth examination of  the complex issues 
of  law enforcement management and leadership, as well 
as the actual application of  learned management and lead-
ership skills. The North Carolina Justice Academy is the 
primary training organization for North Carolina criminal 
justice personnel.

The management development program required 
Chief  Harrell spend more than 11 months navigating 
through curriculum assignments and a live joint agency 
emergency preparedness exercise. 

A physical fitness endurance component was also 
executed where the class was tested on weekly physical 
fitness challenges, to include the capstone at the end, also 
known as “The Shackleton Expedition Challenge.” The 
challenge, which had to be successfully completed, con-

sisted of  a hike up Mount Pisgah, a 5-mile increased eleva-
tion run at Chimney Rock, and a 10-mile railroad bed run 
in Dunn, NC under preset time limits. 

“There were so many take-a-ways and resources 
gleaned from this experience, such as networking with 
classmates from all over the state at the local and state 
level was priceless,” said Chief  Harrell. “Spending time 
with dignitaries such as Governor McCrory at the Execu-
tive Mansion and Capitol Building and talking with him 
and his staff  about key issues facing public safety was very 
rewarding.”

Chief  Harrell is the first Highlands Officer to gradu-
ate from the Management Development Program.

“I was delighted to learn that Chief  Bill Harrell com-
pleted Management Development Program for State Law 
Enforcement Administrators,” said Mayor-elect Pat Taylor 
who was the Highlands Town Magistrate for several years. 
“Just to be accepted as a program participant was a very 
competitive process where only the most experienced law 
enforcement officials were included. His successful com-
pletion of  the program will enable the chief  to apply the 
most current and best practices in working with his fellow 
police officers, community residents and with other area 
law enforcement agencies. When town employees advance 
their training and credentials, as in the case with Harrell, 
it benefits our community and the town’s ability to deliver 
quality services. Congratulations to Chief  Harrell.”

Chief Bill Harrell with 19 other law enforcement executives at the Governor’s mansion in Raleigh after 
graduating from the 25th Management Development Program.

• Biz.Org News •

Anne Tate sponsored a Tupperware fundrais-
er with proceeds going to the WNC Hospice 
House. Linda Conard, Tupperware represen-
tative from Candler, donated 100% of her 
profit toward the house. Anne presents the 
$500 check.



Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too
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Small Plates served from  
4 pm Fri.-Sun. 

at the bar; 
Dinner from 5 pm  

Friday-Sunday

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11:30a to 4p

Serving Dinner Daily 
beginning at 5:30p 

Open 7 days a week!

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday – Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30 – 10:30am 

Lunch: 11am – 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials!

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com

...on the Verandah Restaurant 
        on Lake Sequoyah

Open for Dinner
Thurs.-Mon.

4-9pm
and Sunday 

Brunch

Wine Spectator Award

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Frozen Yogurt

Paninis • Baked Goods
On Main Street

7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

• Highlands Fine Dining & Eateries •

Open Wednesday-Sunday

Winter Hours: Tues.-Sun. 5-9p

Remember to call 
your favorite  
restaurant for 

Christmas Eve and  
New Year’s Eve 
celebrations!
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...on the Verandah Restaurant 
        on Lake Sequoyah

Wine Spectator Award

Reservations: 828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com

Early seating:
6-8 pm 

$55 person

Late seating:
8-10 pm 

$55 person
Includes Party favors and champagne toast

Live Band:
Hurricane Creek 

Join us for your  New Year’s Eve Celebration!

tions in the Highlands community.
Highlands Community Child De-

velopment Center - $11,000 toward facility 
improvements and program enhancements 
required for the 2014 Four Star Center 
license inspection. 

Peggy Crosby Community Service 
Center - $10,000 toward renovation projects 
to improve the community meeting areas 
and offices to better serve the community. 

Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust - 
$7,000 to support staff  work in the Land 
Stewardship and  community education 
programs related to the conservation and 
protection of  the natural heritage of  the 
Highlands Plateau. 

Hudson Library - $5,200 to enhance 
learning opportunities and library facilities 
for the children of  Highlands. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of  WNC 
(Highlands branch office) - $4,990 to 
continue and expand “323 Little Organ-
ics,” a positive activity for the child-adult 
matches to grow herbs and vegetables that 
are marketed at the local farmers market. 
This project utilizes real life experiences 
to provide business and life skills and to 
bolster the children’s sense of  competency 
and self-esteem.

These grants were awarded as part of  
The Community Foundation’s People in 
Need focus area and other grant cycles, and 
were funded in part by the Janirve Legacy 
Fund, CFWNC Fundholders, the Hertwig 
Fund and the Highlands Community Fund.

“We are pleased to join with CFWNC 
and other partners to fund these grants that 
will make such a difference for the nonprofit 
organizations and the people they serve in 
our community,” said Highlands Community 
Fund Advisory Board Chair Sid Nurkin. 

“With these grants, approximately $150,000 
has been contributed to the support of  
worthy organizations in Highlands over the 
last two years.”

Highlands Community Fund, an af-
filiate of  The Community Foundation, 
was established in 1999 by local residents 
as a permanent endowment and resource 
for charitable efforts that benefit the en-
tire community. To make a tax-deductible 
contribution to the Highlands Community 
Fund, donate on-line at www.cfwnc.org or 
by mail to Highlands Community Fund, 
P.O. Box 1150, Highlands, NC 28741-1150. 
Contributions of  any size are welcome They 
enable the Fund to support more programs 
with local dollars.

The local, volunteer Advisory Board 
works to raise awareness of  the Highlands 
Community Fund and to build assets for 
the future. These board members are: Tricia 
Allen, Kathy Bowman (Secretary), Laney 
Capron, Caroline Cook, Gayle Cummings, 
Amanda Gregory, John Hopkins, Jean 
Manz, Sid Nurkin (Chair), Nancy Parker, 
Stan Sharp and Allen L. “Buck” Trott.  

The Community Foundation serves 
18 counties in Western North Carolina. 
The Foundation is a permanent regional 
resource that facilitates more than $11 
million in charitable giving annually. CF-
WNC inspires philanthropy and mobilizes 
resources to enrich lives and communities 
in WNC.

CFWNC supports the growth of  its 
affiliate funds to extend the benefits of  
philanthropy across the region. To learn 
more about The Community Foundation, 
visit www.cfwnc.org or call local affiliate 
chair Sid Nurkin at 404-261-8634.



526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Highlands 
Fine Consignments

New
ON-LINE Store.  

Visit us at 
www.HighlandsFineConsignments.com

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

Ritas Cottage 
Hair and Skin Care   

featuring  
Obagi & Jane Iredale Products

828-526-3742
435 N. 5th. Street

Highlands, NC
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formance. 

Macon County currently employs 
257 career teachers, meaning only 67 
teachers would be eligible to receive the 
extended contract after being identified as 
the top 25 percent. 

By law, contracts must be offered to 
teachers no later than June 30. Dr. Bald-
win advised the board that he hoped to 
have contracts offered considerably prior 
to that deadline. In order to do that, he re-
quested a special work session in January 
to discuss what strategy should be taken 
in order to select teacher who would be 
offered the four-year contract. 

After the criteria is set, Dr. Baldwin 
hopes to have a policy in place with direc-
tives toward identifying the top 25 per-
cent established for the board to review 
during the April meeting, with anticipated 
approval coming in May. 

The board showed unanimous con-
sent in finding an agreeable date to hold 
the work session next month.

Historically, teachers in North Caro-
lina who have five years of  experience, 
were deemed eligible for tenure status, 
essentially guaranteeing them the right 
to due process before termination of  
employment. Tenure was originally es-
tablished to secure terms of  termination, 
including inadequate performance, ne-
glect of  duty, insubordination, physical 
or mental incapacity, and habitual alcohol 
abuse. The new legislation eliminates the 
long-term job security, and even limits 
any sort of  job security beyond a year to 
the top 25 percent of  teachers.

Though districts across the state are 
scrambling to establish criteria to iden-
tify the top 25 percent, the process will 
become obsolete by 2018, when any sort 
of  tenure or employment longevity with 
payment compensation will be eliminated 
entirely.  

Under the new law, beginning June 
30, 2018, career status will end for all 
teachers in North Carolina. Teachers 
who have taught less than three years 
in a district will be eligible for one-year 
contracts, while teachers who have taught 
more than three years in a district are eli-
gible for one-, two- or four-year contracts 
as long as they are considered proficient 
based on as yet to be determined evalu-
ations.

Call or email about 2014 
Advertising Packages in the 

paper and on the web!
828-526-3228

highlandseditor@aol.com
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• Biz.Org News •

The Rotary Club of  Highlands honored the November Highlands School Scholars of  
the Month at its December 3 meeting.  Pictured with Nicole Lui, School Counselor, 
and Rick Reid, club President, are: Sayla Roman, middle school winner, Anna Stiehler, 
elementary school winner and Javier Montalvo, high school winner.

November Rotary Scholars of the month

Rotary Bingo benefits ‘Shop with a Cop’

On Thursday, December 5, the Rotary Club of  Highlands partnered with the Highlands 
police department and the Macon County Sheriff ’s Department to sponsor Shop With 
A Cop Bingo. All proceeds went to support the program which matches a child with an 
officer to purchase holiday gifts for the child and family. Carter Mosely won the final 
SUPER BINGO game and is shown with another young Bingo player and several of  the 
participating officers, including Highlands police chief  Bill Harrell and Macon County 
Sheriff  Robbie Holland.
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The 400 seats are filling up fast for the annual Christmas Day Dinner at The Hud-
son House. If  interested, call 526-9419 today!

Serving begins at 11am and continues until 5pm by reservation only. Fare features 
turkey, ham, and tenderloin, and all the sides, fabulous desserts and a glass of  wine or 
other beverage. $35 for adults, $15 for children under 12. Kids under 5 eat free. To re-
serve, call 526-9419. Leave your name and a number for confirmation.

Christmas Day Dinner reaching capacity
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Highlands Christmas Parade

Photos by Kim Lewicki
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HigHLaNds area UpcOmiNg eveNts •
 Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sun. 

through Dec. 22
• The movie Hunger 

Games: Catching Fire at The 
Highlands Playhouse. Showings 
are Thurs.-Sun., 4 and 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $8. Call 828-526-
2695 for advance tickets.

Mon/Wed/Fri
• Step Aerobics with Tina 

Rogers at the Rec Park at 8 a.m. 
$5 per class or monthly rate.

• Zumba at the Rec Park 
9:05-10:05. $5 per class or 
monthly rate.

Tues/Thurs
• Step Aerobics with Tina 

Rogers at 5:30.  
Thurs., Dec. 12
• Town Board meeting at 

7 p.m. in the Community Build-
ing.. New Mayor Pat Taylor and 
new commissioners Amy Pat-
terson and Donnie Calloway  
will be sworn in during New 
Business.

• HCP’s annual FREE Holi-
day Reading “Christmas From 
Around the World” at 7:30p at 
the Performing Arts Center. Di-
rected by Vangie Rich. Wonder-
ful reading and music followed 
by a cookie and punch recep-
tion. 

• The Macon County Cancer 
Support Group will meet Thursday 
at 7 p.m. in the cafeteria of An-
gel Medical Center on Riverview 
Street in Franklin.  This is the an-
nual Christmas Party.  Please bring 
your favorite finger food and an in-
expensive gift to exchange.  Even if 
you have never attended the group 
before, feel free to come and cel-
ebrate Christmas with them and 
another year of life!!

• At noon, The League of 
Women Voters of Macon County 
will host a program about Kid’s 
Place, at noon in Tartan Hall of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Frank-
lin. Holiday desserts and coffee will 
be served.

Sat. & Sun., Dec. 14-15
• The Community Chris-

tian Choral Concert will be 

and safety equipment. Participants 
should bring water, rain gear, and 
a day pack to hold them. Wearing 
clothes that can get dirty is advised.

Sun., Dec. 15
• Christmas Handbell per-

formance at the Highlands United 
Methodist Church during the 10:50 
service. All are welcome. 

Wed., Dec. 18
• Christmas Handbell per-

formance at the Highlands United 
Methodist Church at 6 p.m. All are 
welcom.

Sat., Dec. 21
• Santa in Town Square to 

hear Christmas wishes from 11a 
to 3p.

Sun., Dec. 22
• Christmas Cantata at the 

10:50 worship service at the 
Highlands United Methodist 
Church. All are welcom. 

Mon., Dec. 23
• Red Cross Blood Drive 

at Lowe’s, 0717 Franklin Blood 
Drive (Georgia Highway; Frank-
lin, NC, 11 am – 3:30 pm. Please 
call Stacy Lawson (828) 349-
4654 for further information or 
to schedule an appointment. 

Saturday, Dec. 28
• Red Cross Blood Drive 

at the Otto Community Blood 
Drive at the Otto Community 
Center - Meeting Room (High-
way 441 South; Otto, NC) 8 
am – 12:30 pm. Please call Phyl-
lis Castle at (828) 524-3473 for 
further information or to sched-
ule an appointment.

Thur.-Sun., Dec. 12-15
At Highlands Playhouse:  Hunger Games starring Jennifer Lawrence, 

Josh Hutchenson, Liam Hemsworth. Showtimes are 4 & 7:30pm. Thursdays 
through Sundays.For tickets in advance call 828-526-2695. Hunger Games 
will show each week Thurs.-Sun through Dec. 22.

Now Showing at  
The Highlands Playhouse

‘Hunger Games: Catching Fire’ 

Wed., Dec.25
• Highlands Annual Christ-

mas Dinner is at the Hudson 
House at Highlands Country 
Club from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
by reservation only. The buffet 
dinner will feature turkey, ham, 
tenderloin, and all the sides 
including Donna Woods’ now 
famous dressing and a dessert 
buffet is included. The cost is $35 
for adults and $15 for children 
under 12. Kids under 5 are free. 
To reserve you place at the table 
to join friends and family, and to 
become a sponsor or make a 
donation, call 526-9419.

held at the Episcopal Church 
of the Incarnation, corner of 
5th. & Main Streets on Saturday 
and Sunday Both performances 
will be held at 5 p.m. Classical, 
Christmas carols, plus a sing-a-
long! A reception will follow the 
Sunday performance. 

Sat., Dec. 14
• Santa in Town Square from 

11a to 3p.
• The Highlands Plateau Gre-

enway will have its monthly work 
trip this Saturday. Anyone interested 
in participating, please register with 
Ran Shaffner by emailing highland-
sgreenway@nctv.com or leaving 
a message at 828-526-5622. We’ll 
meet at the large upper parking lot 
(near the pool entrance) behind 
the Rec Park at 9:00 AM for a brief 
orientation session. Participants will 
be furnished the necessary tools 

Due to the generosity of Beverly & Marc Pittman, Cindy & Rick Trevathan 
and Sandi & Bob Trevathan students will be able to see (for NO Charge) 
the MET Opera Live in HD: Falstaff by Verdi on December 14 at the 
Highlands PAC. Falstaff is a family friendly, humorous opera. Starring. Am-
brogio Maestri singing the role of the blustery Sir John Falstaff, opposite 
a marvelous ensemble cast, including Angela Meade and Stephanie Blythe. 
An undisputed master of Verdi’s final comic masterpiece, James Levine 
conducts Robert Carsen’s acclaimed production, the first new Met Fal-
staff since 1964. Tickets: $24 for Adults are available online: www.high-
landspac.org or by calling: 828.526.9047 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands.

Met Opera live in HD at PAC on 
Dec. 14

Students admitted FREE



Shop Local this Season!

Looking for a 
great deal this 

holiday season?

Shop 
Cabin Couture!

468 Carolina Way
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th 

streets)

Open Daily:  
10a to 5p
526-3909

Home Decor, Art &  
Antiques, too

Sale! Sale! Sale!

338 Main St.
526-4777

The Toy Store
of Highlands

On Main Street • 526-9415

Jigsaw Puzzles, Keepers & Glue,  
Magic, Pranks & Science Fun, too.
Lego, Soldiers, Knights & Wheels

The Toy Store has some incredible deals!
Board Games, Cards, Dominoes or Jax

All delivered with Complimentary Gift Wrap
Loom Bands, Books & Dino’s that Roar

Dollies, Strollers, Stuffed Animals Galore...
Found at your Neighborhood Toy Store!

A “Gotta Stop” Tradition 
for over 20 Years!

30% O
FF!
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Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon! 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Sunday-Thursday, 9a to 6p, Fri. & Sat. 9a to 7p 
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Apples, fresh collard greens, turnips, fritters, donuts, 
sweet potatoes, fresh bread, dried beans, fresh cider and much more!

The release highlights SECU Foundation representa-
tives and Credit Union volunteers and staff gathering 
with community leaders and supporters of the SECU 
Hospice House of Western North Carolina for a formal 
presentation of the Foundation’s $1 million grant for 
the Hospice House. The on-site presentation ceremo-
ny in Franklin, North Carolina, marks a momentous 
occasion – helping bring the first inpatient hospice 
facility to the healthcare community and citizens of 
the six-county area of Macon, Swain, Graham, Clay, 
Cherokee and Jackson Counties.

SECU offers $1million match 
for Hospice House in Franklin

Jim Barber presents check to Michelle Alderson.

• Biz.Org News •



BAGS 
on 

MAIN
Next to The Toy Store

Main Street
828-526-9415

20% OFF!

Shop Local this Holiday Season!

355 Main Street   
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

• Free People  
• Tulle 

• BB Dakota
• Michael Stars 

Tees  
• CP Shades

Jeans by:
• Joes

• 7 for all 
mankind

• Citizens, AG, 
Hudson

All 
merchandise 

on sale!

Shoes & Boots Upstairs

Storewide 
Sale!

Monday-Saturday • 10-5
828-526-3160

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 73rd season on Main Street

Happy
Holidays

SALE!
Save up to 50% on 
Fall Collections & 
75% on Summer!

25% to 50% off
Retired 

Vera Bradley

Cosper 
Flowers

Open Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p
Closed Sunday

Orders and Deliveries Daily
In Highlands Plaza

(828) 526-8671
www.cosperflowers.com

Where smiles are in bloom  
all year long.

Where smiles are in 
bloom all year long!
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HigHLaNds area UpcOmiNg eveNts •
Thurs., Jan.  2
• Taize at Episcopal Church 

of the Incarnation at 5:30p. 

This week, readers and musicians of  the community are 
primed and ready to present the Highlands Cashiers Players an-
nual Holiday Program, Thursday, December 12, 7:30 p.m.at High-
lands Performing Arts Center on Chestnut Street.

This year the theme is “Christmas Around the World” with 
personal stories of  Christmas experiences in Australia, Brazil, 
China, Germany, Latvia, Mexico, and Viet Nam, as well as the his-
tory of  Santa Claus, and the popularity of  poinsettias in American 
Christmas celebrations. 

The stories will be interspersed with music of  the season by 
talented local musicians -- Malinda Womack, violin; Les Scott, 
singer/guitarist, and singers Vangie Rich and Wayne Coleman in-
troducing a new composition by Betty Holt.

Everyone is invited to attend this cheerful evening of  stories 
and music. No tickets are necessary. The Holiday Program is the 
Highlands Cashiers Players Christmas gift to the community.

Virginia Talbot, one of the many community participants in the High-
landsCashiers annual Holiday Program, will talk about the popularity 
of the poinsettia. The program of stories and music will be presented 
Thursday, December 12, 7:30, at the Highlands Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 507 Chestnut Street. Admission is free.

HCP’s annual free Christmas  
program set for 

Thurs., Dec. 12 at 7:30p

Bonnie Gramlich, Licensed 
Professional Counselor at The 
Counseling and Psychotherapy 
Center of  Highlands is offering a 
free support group for those feel-
ing lonely or troubled at this time 
of  year. The group will meet on 
Tuesdays at 6p. for one hour begin-
ning on Nov. 26 through Jan. 7. The 
group will meet at the Peggy Cros-
by Center. This free group is open 
to all but registration is required, 
Call Bonnie at 828-342-0546.

Free  
Holiday-related 
Support Group 

forming

Santa in Town Square Saturdays 11a-3p

Becca Wax, 3, with her grandmoher Kay Wax with Santa and  
Mrs. Claus  last Saturday.    Photo by Kim Lewicki
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Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

828-200-6165

PHASE 2

A peaceful sanctuary tucked in the mountains just 2.8 miles 
from Main Street, Highlands, NC. Secluded but not remote. Well 
forested with mature hardwoods, Rhododendron, Mountain 
Laurel and wild flowers that take turns showing off through the 
seasons; two waterfalls & several creeks. Gentle land, easy building 
sites, and a great place to take a walk. 

Falling Waters is protected by the North Carolina Planned 
Community Act and our own covenants designed to enhance your 
enjoyment and future property values. Owner financing available.

Falling Waters is a 52-acre community 

Welcome...Come Visit!
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just 
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths 

of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 
www.highlandsnchomesites.com 

Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  
prices & a guided tour. 

828-508-9952.

Next Real Estate Snapshots
Last for 2013:

Real Estate Transactions for 2013: – Dec. 26
To reserve space, call

828-526-3228 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com

(Please have submissions in by close of business Saturday, Dec. 21)

• iNvestiNg at 4,118 Ft. •

If  you are reading this article, 
you must be one of  the for-
tunate persons who choose 

to call the Highlands/Cashiers 
Plateau their permanent home. 
As magical as the month of  De-
cember is, most of  the summer 
residents are quick to descend to 
warmer climates when the tem-
perature bounces down in the 
30s for one night in October.  At 
this special time of  year, let us 
reflect on what makes this place 
we call home so unusual.

It’s A Wonderful Life Here on The Plateau
According to Tom Earn-

hardt, a lawyer by profession, in 
his newly published book, “Cross-
roads of  the Natural World”, 
North Carolina has as much geo-
logical, climatic and ecological di-
versity as any place on the planet. 
His enlightening book provides 
an interesting history of  the geol-
ogy and development of  North 
Carolina. It is a scientific compila-
tion of  why so many of  us are in 
awe of  this natural environment 
that we call home. Some interest-

ing facts from the book as well as 
from other sources about this area 
include the following:

1. The early Appalachian 
mountains were once 20,000 feet 
high but now are worn down to 
their present height by 300 million 
years of  erosion.

2. The American West 
mountains are only 50 million 
years old or younger.

3. Dinosaurs roamed the 
earth up until 65 million years ago.

4. Whiteside Mountain 

is purported to be the oldest 
mountain in the world at over 
300 million years old.

5. Glaciers never moved 
through this area which explains 
the existence of  rare plants oblit-
erated in other areas.

6. The Eastern Conti-
nental Divide is the ecological 
boundary  where plants and ani-
mals from northern and south-
ern ecosystems come together.

7. Every 1,000 feet in alti-Jody Lovell
exurbiasothebysrealty.com •See INVESTING page 16
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Owner is Retiring!
Selling to the Walls!

40% off Almost Everything
Complete line of office supplies

95 Highlands Plaza • 526-3379 • FAX: 526-3309

Church Street Hair for Men 

Open:  
Mon.-Sat. 9:30a to 5p

210 S. 3rd Street
(Across the street from Reeves and  

behind the Methodist Church)

828-482-9374

Traditional Barbershop & Razor cuts  
by Cirino

(Hair stylist for Women, too!)

Last Day is Dec. 27

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions  
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

tude is equivalent to traveling 300 
miles north which is the reason 
why our “Island in the Sky” hosts 
numerous cold weather plants 

and animals usually found farther 
to the north.

8. Rain forests host the 
greatest diversity of  life on the 

planet;
9. North Carolina is the 

epicenter of  North/South diver-
sity where artic air and tropic air 
converge.

10. With varied topography 
and climate that is simultaneously 
subtropical, temperate, and sub-
arctic, North Carolina is a meet-
ing place for living things more 
commonly found far to the north 
and south.

We heard Tom Earnhardt 
address a group recently, where 
he autographed one of  his books 
for us after the event. His words 
say: “You live in one of  the most 
beautiful places on this planet.” 
We agree and are so grateful to 
have you-our neighbors and 
friends-also enjoying this won-
derful  life on the Plateau. Happy 
Holidays!

• Jody and Wood Lovell own 
Highlands Sotheby’s Internation-
al Realty which recently changed 
its name from Exurbia after 
proving themselves as leaders in 
the local real estate market over 
the last 14 years. 

Jody is once again the top 
producing agent on the entire 
Highlands Cashiers MLS in 2013. 
With two locations, one in The 
Old Edwards Inn Complex and 
one at the gate of  Cullasaja Club. 
Call them to help you with your 
real estate needs at 828 526 4104. 

...INVESTING continued from page 15

Frequent and bothersome 
gastrointestinal (GI) symptoms 
are more common than you may 
think. While estimates may vary, 
five percent to 15 percent of  
adults in the United States may 
be affected by chronic GI con-
ditions, such as irritable bowel 

syndrome with constipation (IBS-
C) or chronic idiopathic constipa-
tion (CIC).

This could mean as many as 
13 million adults may suffer from 
IBS-C, and as many as 35 million 
adults may suffer from CIC.

According to a survey, the 

majority of  adults with these con-
ditions may experience disruptive 
symptoms three to five days per 
month. Recurring abdominal pain 
and constipation, including hard 
stools, and infrequent and incom-
plete bowel movements, may in-
dicate IBS with constipation or, if  
you have these symptoms with lit-
tle to no abdominal pain, chronic 
idiopathic constipation (CIC). 
Adults report that these symp-
toms impact their daily activities.

Research also shows that 
only 40 to 50 percent of  these 
sufferers plan to talk to their phy-
sician about their GI symptoms 
within the next year. Experts say 
that part of  the problem is pa-
tients are uncomfortable discuss-
ing the specific symptoms of  IBS-

C or CIC.  
“Patients often get embar-

rassed talking about their bath-
room habits with a physician,” 
says Dr. Steven Lamm, internist 
and author of  “No Guts, No 
Glory.” “There is no need to feel 
self-conscious.”

You are not alone. Dr. Lamm 
recommends preparing for your 
appointment ahead of  time to 
ensure a more effective conversa-
tion. Be ready to discuss the fol-
lowing with your doctor:

• Do you feel abdominal 
pain?

• How often do you experi-
ence hard stools associated with 
constipation?

• Do you have fewer than 
three bowel movements a week?

• Are your bowel move-
ments satisfactory; with a sense 
of  complete evacuation?

• How long have you expe-
rienced these symptoms (a week, 
a month, more)?

• How frequently do you ex-
perience these symptoms?

• What have you tried to re-
lieve symptoms (drinking more 
water, taking fiber or laxatives, 
increasing exercise)?

• Do your symptoms keep 
coming back?

• Has your life been disrupt-
ed due to your symptoms?

Unfortunately, there is no 
cure for these conditions, but 
there are ways to help manage 

You’re Not Alone - A Doctor’s take on common gastrointestinal symptoms

• See HEALTH MATTERS 
page 21
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2013 HS Homecoming Dance ‘Masquerade’

Photos by Lisa Osteen
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HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship – 11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 – 
Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities) 

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.; 
Worship/Communion – 10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 
Independent Bible Church 

Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big 
Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC CHURCH

 Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.; Sat., 4p

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dwight Loggins

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6 
p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.  
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

 BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546
Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pator

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11  
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm

Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

Sun.; Chirstian Education, 9 a.m.(Bucks in Cashiers) Family 
Worship with music and Communion, 10:30 a.m. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tue. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children’s 
Program,. 

10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist Rite I (chapel), 8 am, Education and 
choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting – 6:15 
p.m., Choir – 5 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor •  526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; School – 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast

Wednesdays – Choir – 7 
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

John 3:16Proverbs 3:5• spiritUaLLy speakiNg • • pLaces tO wOrsHip •

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

By Pastor Paul Christy
Highlands United Methodist Church

Well it is that time of  year when we all start think-
ing of  fires in the fireplace, egg nog and mistle-
toe. It is the time of  year when we make travel 

plans, spend time with family friends and go shopping 
(either online or in a store). It is that time of  year when 
our thoughts turn to what gifts we can give and wonder at 
what gifts we will receive. 

Yes, it is that time of  year when we walk down the 
street and people seem to be in a great mood. There are 
smiles all around and we tend to treat each other differ-
ently. It is that time of  year we call the Christmas rush and 
wonder if  we will accomplish all that we need to accom-
plish. It is that time of  year when it is easy to get caught 
up in the hype and wonder why we do this year end and 
year out.

Now why am I wondering about this time of  year? 
Because for a lot of  the world, that is what this time of  
year is really all about. It is about the parties, the gifts, the 
trips and the rush. But I constantly need to remind myself  
what this time of  year is really about. 

I know you are thinking, “Well this guy is a preacher 
and we know what is coming. He is going to tell us all the 
clichés… ‘Jesus is the reason for the season’ or he is going 
to tell us that this time a year should be about deepening 
your faith and going to church.” 

But hang on with me because when I think about this 
time of  year it about all of  the above. 

Instead of  telling people what this time of  year is re-
ally all about, I wonder if  we shouldn’t show people what 
this time of  year is really all about. Now what does that 
mean?

Several weeks ago I was at the Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital visiting and as I was preparing to leave some 
nurses came up to me and asked if  the church I serve 
would be willing to help a homeless man out by giving 
him a motel room for the evening. I told them that I 
thought we could and it was one of  those weeks when it 
had rained for a few days and the temps were really cold 
and the nurses had him in the ER but they couldn’t keep 
him any longer. We talked for a bit and the nurses told 
me they had fed him, washed his clothes and he would be 
ready in a few hours. They told me that he had slept out 
under a porch the night before and almost had hypother-
mia, and if  I didn’t mind, they would call me when he was 
ready. 

Sure enough, in a few hours they called and I went 
to this man who had walked from Athens, GA to High-
lands, NC and I took him to a local motel. On the way to 
the motel, this man and I talked, and he said, “You know 
preacher, I didn’t think my life would turn out this way, 
but it has and now I am trying to make the best of  things. 
Thank your church and thank this town for loving people 
they do not know. Sometimes life throws you unexpected 
twists and turns and you have to make the best of  them. 
But you know preacher, this town is a special place.” 

You see Christmas has already begun for me because 

Has Christmas begun for 
you?
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Tuesday, December 24

I saw the love and grace of  Christ in 
some nurses at our hospital, and in the 
way this town helps others. So you see, 
isn’t that what this time of  year is really 
all about? It is about helping, loving and 
caring and sharing with others. I want to 
thank Highlands for being a place that is 
unlike any other place I have ever lived. 
You care and you share with others, you 
do not judge, you love and isn’t that why 
God sent us His Son because He loved 
the world? 

Yes Christmas has begun for me and it 
began with a conversation I had with some 
nurses at the hospital and I saw how they 
cared for others and then it was seen in the 
face of  a man who was down on his luck 
who reminded me, it is the simple things in 
life that matter. 

Has Christmas begun for you yet? Look 
around and see where you can share and care 
for others. You see, that’s when Christmas 
begins. Are you ready for it? I hope that we 
are. 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18

In Highlands secular and religious converge the Saturday after Thanksgiv-
ing to welcome the Christmas season.    Photo by Kim Lewicki



Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988!

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop

Please Call for hours & directions
526-9743 • Highlands

Custom Quilts
Fabrics, Notions

NC Lic. # 28972

Miller’s Plumbing Service, LLC
Buddy Miller, Owner

• Water Cop Installation 
& Winterization

• Remodels & New  
Construction

Cell 828-371-1707
millersplumbing99@yahoo.com

Manley’s Towing 
Service

Owner-Operator James Popcorn Manley
526-0374 • 342-0583

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

Highlands Automotive
Service

&
Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial 
• Over 40 Years Experience 

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

U Call We Haul Junk Removal Service

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving – now a full  
service asphalt company specializing in  

commercial and residential asphalt services.
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder 
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.

Other services?
Utility installation and repair, driveways, 

ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing. 
Call 828-526-9348.

Brysongrading@gmail.com

donandbetty9126@frontier.com

A Native and a Local 
available to tell you about 

Highlands and to show you 
our beautiful mountain real 

estate...
Call Brokers

Betty and Don Fisher
at 787-2324 or 

226-1030
Country Club Properties
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Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, Garages, 
Yard Debris, etc.  We’ll takeyour Trash & Save you some 
Cash! Cheaper than a Dumpster & we do all the work - 

We also Specialize in Small Demolition  
and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  

Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.
We also Cater in Minor Landscaping,  

Small Tree & Brush Removal and all types of Yard Debris, 
including Metal,Wood, etc. 

 If  You Need it Gone, 
   Call Today for a Cleaner Tomorrow! 
     (828) 200-5268



You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you!
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

L. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land Surveyors

Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania  
counties for more than 45 years

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

Highlands Newspaper - Thursday, Dec. 5, 2013 - 828-526-3228 - Page 21

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Nantahla Tire & Car Care
• Oil changes • Brakes • Tires  

• Light Car & Truck Repair
828-526-0283

518 Dillard Road, Highlands
nantire1@aol.com

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

Medical Laboratory Technologist
Dietary Aide

Medical Records Manager
ER and Med/Surg Registered Nurses

...HEALTH MATTERS  from 16

• pOLice & Fire  repOrts •
Highlands PD log entries from Oct. 21. Only 

the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor, or public officials have been used.

Oct. 21
• At 3:30 p.m., officers responded to a call of simple 

assault, communicating threats and disorderly conduct 
involving juvenilles on a school bus.

Oct. 31
• At 4 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle ac-

cident near Highlands School.
Nov. 11
• At noon, officers responded to a call about the theft 

of a wheelbarrow at a residence on 5th Street.
Nov. 20
• At 2:15 a.m., officers were called the the Lodge lobby 

on Spring Street regarding a peson who had entered the 
premises and fallen asleep on the sofa.

Nov. 24
• At 12:01 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle 

accident on NC 28.
• At 1:47 a.m., officers responded to a call of someone 

driving when over the legal limit of an impairing substance 
on US 64 west.

Nov. 26
• At 4:09 p.m., officers were called to a resi-

dence on Raoul Road concerning a non-responsive 
person who was declared DOA.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries 
from Dec. 3

Dec. 3
• At 3:11 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. It was false.
• At 10:30 p.m., the dept. responded to a one-vehicle 

accident at Chestnut and 6th streets. One person was 
transported to the hospital.

Dec. 4
• At 8:39 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a 

residence on Clubhouse Trail. It was due to burned toast.
• At 11:32 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a residence on Church Street. It was false.
Dec. 6
• At 7:36 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to assist 

EMS at a residence on Walhalla Road where a school bus 
driver needed medical attention. He was transported to 
the hospital.

• At 12:52 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 
the Community Bible Church on US 64 east. It was set off 
by a smoke machine.

Dec. 7
• A little after midnight, the dept. responded to a fire 

alarm on Cullasaja Drive. It was false.
• At 3:45 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to assist 

EMS with a medical call on Clubhouse Trail where someone 
had fallen. EMS transported to the hospital.

• At 9:01 p.m., the dept. responded to a Life Line alarm 
at a residence on Chowan Drive. It was false.

• At 9:22 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 
residence on Laurel Street where a resident was displaying 
abnormal behavior. He was transported to the hospital by 
Highlands Police Dept.

Dec. 8
• At 5:10 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to assist 

EMS with a medical call at a residence on Helen’s Barn Ave. 
• At 4:02 p.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle ac-

cident with minor injuries on US 64 east. It was cancelled 
en route.

Dec. 9
• At 3:25 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to assist 

EMS with a medical call at a residence on Joe Pye Trail. EMS 
transported to the hospital.

• At 9:20 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to as-
sist EMS with a medial call at a residence on NC 106. EMS 
transported to the hospital.

symptoms, including dietary and lifestyle changes and 
taking laxatives. Also, keeping a symptom diary may help 
identify triggers that exacerbate symptoms.

Keep in mind, over-the-counter laxatives and stool 
softeners may help with occasional constipation, but they 
are not approved for long-term use without physician su-
pervision and are not approved for IBS-C. If  you are a 
candidate, a physician may prescribe FDA-approved med-
ications for these conditions.

With open and clear communication between patient 
and doctor, managing bothersome symptoms may be pos-
sible.



VALUE. 3 BR/2 BA. Fireplace. Double-car 
garage. Large deck. $285,000. 386-212-
4181(st. 8/8)

HELP WANTED
HIGHLANDS INN LODGE 

NOW HIRING FOR FRONT DESK. 
Please stop by 96 log cabin lane for appli-
cation or email sales@highlandsinnlodge.
com.  Send Resume to sales@highland-
sinnlodge.com. No phone inquiries. (12/5) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
in Highlands is hiring a full time year-round 
bookkeeper. Candidates must be proficient 
with spreadsheets, QuickBooks, reconciling 
bank statements and merchant statements. 
Email jobs828@gmail.com 

THE LOST HIKER IS LOOKING 
FOR EXPERIENCED BARTENDERS. 
The Lost Hiker is a fast paced nightlife 
environment and were looking for the 
complete package, to add to our already 
amazing staff. Applicants Must: Be 21 years 
of Age, or older Have at least 1 year of 
service experience to apply, Be able to 
lift, and carry boxes of 25lbs or less. Must 
be able to work 12 hour shifts. Be able to 
work on Holidays. Be able to demonstrate 
a great personality to customers. Call 828-
526-8232 to setup an interview, or send 
your resume to TheLostHikersBar@gmail.
com  (st. 11/7) 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
DOWNSIZING FURNITURE 

SALE – Sofas, chairs, dining room furniture 
kitchen island, end tables, lamps, and king 
size beds Call 828-200-1367. (st. 11/27)

KITCHEN AID PROLINE, SIDE 
BY SIDE REFREIGERATOR. 25.3 cubic 
ft. counter depth. meterorite finish with ice 
maker. $3,700. Call 828-526-8584. (st. 10/3)

2011 VW TIGUAN 2.0T, FWD, 
4DR automatic w/sport shift, Sirius/XM, 
28-30 MPG, 43000 mi - $14,000.  828/526-
8321. (st. 10/31)

PEARL RIVER UPRIGHT PIANO 
– Like new. $1,500 or OBO. Call Mark. 
828-526-4563. (Jan 30Source Green Heat 
Efficient Electric Heater w/remote, wood 
grain cabinet pd. $179 - like new, only used 
4 months - $100   200-0183)

SERVICES
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT - 

HAGAN BINDER DESIGN. Start plan-
ning your spring landscape today! Master 
planning, remodels, landscape tune-ups, 
hardscape. NC Board certified. wwwhagan-
binder.com 850-570-8210. (Dec. 30)

FOR A SUPER CLEAN HOLI-

Service Directory Ads
$17/wk BW

$22/wk/color

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words, 20 
cents for each word 

thereafter
$2 extra for yellow 

highlight

Page 22 - Highlands Newspaper - Thursday, Dec. 5 2013 - 828-526-3228

RES / COMMERCIAL FOR 
RENT

COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
FOR RESTAURANT LEASE In au-
thentic Joe Webb Log Cabin. Year round 
lease. Lots of ambiance. Turn key opera-
tion. Call Sabrina 828-526-2288 or 828-
482-2385. (1/9/14)

2BD/2BA IN TOWN NEXT TO 
THE BASCOM.  $800 per month plus 
utilities.  No smokers, Pets negotiable.  
828 200 0807 neima78@hotmail.com 
(st. 11/14)

WINTER SPECIAL: Attractive, 
clean, daylight apartment fully furnished, 
new carpet, fireplace, one bedroom, one 
bath ready for holiday visitors at only 
$500 weekly-- good until January 2. Call 
Betty at 828- 787-2324 for reservation. 
828-787-2324 or 828-226-3382. (st. Oct. 
10)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT. 
Great location on Carolina Way between 
64E and 5th St across from Bank of Amer-
ica. ±1480 sqft. Office or retail. $1500/
month. Call Tom Clark(404)210-7979 or 
(828)526-4646(st. 9/19)

COMMERCIAL MAIN STREET 
LOCATION with plenty of parking. 
Great for retail or office space. For more 
information call 828-342-9158. (st. 7/12)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
FABULOUS LONG VIEWS. 

1,900 sq. ft. 2-car garage. Beautiful loca-
tion. See our website at www.cashiers-
glenvillehousefor sale.com

SCALY MOUNTAIN HIGH 
RIDGE PROPERTY facing Scaly Moun-
tain. Located on Buck Knob Road. Will 
divide into 2- or 3-acre lots on ridge. 
Call 813-264-6358. mknowles38@msn.
com. (st. 10/3)

PRICED BELOW ASSESSED 

DAY HOME, please call 828-743-5599. 
(st. 11/14)

MOUNTAIN MAID HOUSE 
CLEANING SERVICE – Call Amy at 
828-342-2279, references available. (12/19)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE 
– Let Charlie Dasher handle your transpor-
tation whether it’s to the airport, a special 
event, or just around town. He provides 
van service for weddings, and is licensed 
and insured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAP-
ING SERVICES – Complete Landscap-
ing Company, Design, Installation and 
Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees, 
Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, 
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and 
RR-Tie work. Serving the Highlands/
Cashiers area since 1988. 828-526-2251.

828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place!”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.” 

3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2
3

15

19

4th St. 

Boutique

Comfortable 
clothing for 

women

219 S. 4th St. ...on the hill
14

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC20

Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in 
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

www.chambersagency.net

The 
Chambers Agency
Realtors
Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James!
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer PartsHighlands Plaza

526-5525
21

Cosper Flowers
Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p

Closed Sunday
Orders & Deliveries  

Daily
In Highlands Plaza
(828) 526-8671

www.cosperflowers.

Where Smiles are in Bloom All Year 

22

Find all the waterfalls 
at highlandsinfo.com

Bridal Veil Falls
526-8878

Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner nightly 

 from 5:30 
Bar opens at 4 p.m.

526-3636 8

9

1

Home Gifts, Art  
& Antiques

526-3909 • 468 Carolina Way

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

31

10

The 
Food 

Pantry 
needs 

supplies
Please help those in 

need!  
The Highlands  

Food Pantry needs:
Toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, and 
dried black beans, 
for the hundreds of 
needy local families 
who it serves on a 

weekly basis. 
Please drop items off 

at the 
Highlands United 
Methodist Church 

Mon. - Thurs. 
8am - 4pm and 
Fri. 8am - 2pm. 

Thank you 
for helping! 

RUKA’s

Call your favorite 
restaurants for 

Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve 

festivities. 
See page 5.



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

41MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman 
Broker 

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com

828-526-2338

30

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

29

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

nadineparadise@gmail.com
www.NadineParadise.com

NadiNe Paradise, Broker

#1 ResouRce foR all youR Real esTaTe needs!
828-371-2551 (cell)

26

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

343-D
Main Street!

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat. f. allen @ gmail. com 
jajosborn@gmail.com

2012  
#1 Agent in Highlands 

per HCMLS 2012

Jody Lovell
33

Text SIR to 87778 to download 
our app for any mobile phone.

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for dinner
4-9p 

Thurs.-Sun. and 
Sunday Brunch

Highlands NC Realty

Tammy 
Mobley 

www.HighlandsNC.info

Broker/Owner 

26 years  
experience

(770)337-1000
(828)524-5420

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
7 days

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

828-526-8784 (office)
828-200-9179 (cell)

L. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land Surveyors

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania  
counties for more than 45 years

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... 
and Invest in Your Life!”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips, 
Broker

(828) 200-2642
WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

225 Main St. (next to ACE hardware)

Open
7 Days a Week!

10a to 4p

Small Plates served from  
4 pm afternoons Wed.-Sun.  

at the bar; 
Dinner from 5 pm  

Friday-Sunday

828-526-4104
exurbiasothebysrealty.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784


