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At the Thursday, Dec. 12 Town Board meeting, Macon County Clerk of Court Vic Perry swore 
in Commissioners Amy Patterson and Donnie Calloway and Mayor Patrick Taylor.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

The changing of  the guard 
took place at the Thursday, Dec. 
12 Town Board meeting.

Outgoing Mayor David Wil-
kes thanked those who voted 
for him four years ago, all board 
members past and present and 
current town staff  and employees. 

“I have grown to appreci-
ate all they do and respect their 
professionalism,” he said. “I also 
want to thank my family for its 
support. I leave here with a sense 
of  pride for being part of  all the 

New members take their seats at the table
accomplishments of  this board 
and staff.”

He also thanked outgoing 
Commissioner Gary Drake for his 
service and presented him with a 
plaque.

Drake said it had been a priv-
iledge to serve and wishes the new 
board success.

Town Manager Bob Frye 
presented Wilkes with his gavel 
attached to a plaque saying it is 
tradition for outgoing mayors to 
take their gavel with them.

Incoming Mayor Patrick 
Taylor thanked the community 
for its support and gave his sin-
cere thanks to Mayor Wilkes and 
Commissioner Gary Drake as 
well as the entire staff  for their 
help during the transistion. He 
said he quickly learned that the 
job takes a lot of  time preparing 
and attending other events and 
meetings and that it goes well be-
yond just Town Board meetings.

•See SEATS page 3

A new Asian restaurant is 
coming to town.

At the Dec. 11 Zoning 
Board meeting, the board unani-
mously approved a Special Use 

Zoning Board OKs SUP for new restaurant
Board hears NCGS changes to voting/variance procedures as per HB 276

Permit (SUP) for the Asian House 
which will be located in Helen’s 
Barn.

Though the restaurant 
doesn’t represent a change in use, 

since all the square footage in 
Helen’s Barn will be used for the 
restaurant and not just the part 
used by Fressers Eatery in the 
past, a SUP was required.

The current SUP was ap-
proved for a restaurant within a 
portion of  the building and three 

At the Monday, Dec. 16 
Planning Board meeting, state 
mandated changes as per HB 
276 regarding Zoning Board of  
Adjustment voting and variances 
procedure were discussed, in ad-
dition to the rezoning of  Town 
of  Highlands properties

Though the HB 276 chang-
es don’t involve the Planning 
Board, the board must discuss 
and make recommendations 
concerning any changes to the 
Highlands Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO), which now 
must be changed to reflect the 
state’s amendments.

According to Interim Plan-
ner Josh Ward, the changes to 
the zoning board procedures re-
flect the state’s effort “to loosen 
the reins a little” when issuing 
Special Use Permits (SUP) and 
granting variances.

In  a nutshell, as of  Oct. 
1, 2013, the granting of  a SUP 
now requires a simple majority 
vote rather than a 4/5 major-
ity; findings of  fact concerning 
the granting of  an variance have 
been streamlined. Applicants 
wishing to appeal the zoning ad-
ministrator’s or a Zoning Board 
of  Adjustment ruling now have 
30 days rather than 10 days; and 

PB suggests 
changes 

to HB 276 
verbiage

By Brittany Burns
In a partnership between 

Macon County and the Town of  
Highlands, the Highlands pool 
renovations are on track and to 
be completed in time for a Me-
morial Day opening. 

Last week, Macon County 
commissioner Jimmy Tate in-
formed the board that the project 
manager for the pool was look-
ing for a disposal method for the 
concrete generated by demolition 
of  the old pool. 

With an estimate of  16 
tandem loads of  concrete, Tate 
asked fellow commissioners if  it 
would be possible for the waste 
to be dumped in the county’s 
landfill with the understanding 
that tipping fees be waived. Com-
missioners noted that the county 
would likely consider the option, 
which would make the tipping 

Highlands 
new pool 
on track

Disposal of demolished  
concrete point of discussion
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Dear Editor,
Just maybe the time has come for sci-

ence and religion to find some common 
ground and work together to solve prob-
lems facing humanity.  Religion has always 
stumbled when faced with reality and that 
need not be.  Galileo was persecuted for 
discovering the earth was not the center 
of  the universe, Bruno was burned at the 
stake for suggesting there might be other 
planets and stars out there.

In recent years, as science has made 
more and more startling discoveries about 
the world and universe around us, religion 
seems to have taken a more hardened po-
sition.  We have the Creationists who try 

Shining a Light 
on God

to pound a square peg into a round hole, 
the anti-evolution people who tell God how 
long one of  His days were, all of  which 
chase our young away from all religion.

The reality is the God we have now 
was first imagined by tribesmen sitting by 
a fire at night while their camels rested and 
who, in their small world, could only imag-
ine a God that looked like them and had the 
same faults they had.

Since those days we are rapidly gaining 
knowledge of  not only the universe around 
us but how we came to be in the first place.  
We already know were it not for explod-
ing stars (Supernovae) we wouldn’t be here 
because they provided all the materials our 
bodies are made of.  We know the universe 
is some 14 billion years old and our genes 
contain DNA from two other extinct hu-
man species. The elusive so-called God 
Particle, the Higgs Boson, and the source 
of  Dark Energy have all been revealed and 

will eventually lead us to more and more 
startling discoveries.  Unfortunately, all our 
discoveries contradict current religious be-
lief  systems.

Religion provides comfort to people 
and provides a moral compass humanity 
needs; so religion is still a valuable part of  
humanity. If  it is to survive it must some-
how reach out to reality and come to terms 
with science.  Some Liberal groups and cer-
tainly Marxist groups are trying to stamp 
out religion, as was done in the old Com-
munist Soviet Union. Religion must meet 
the challenge and change if  it is to survive.  
In the Liberal and Marxist world, a totali-
tarian government replaces religion.  In an 
odd twist, Liberals and Socialists are anti-
science in their own belief  system and just 
as bad as religious theology.

Liberals continue to look for a utopian 
system but basic science tells us a utopian 
society cannot exist…. nor does it exist 

anywhere in the universe.  Science tells us 
evolution requires humans to struggle and 
if  we don’t, we regress and become depen-
dent…. something Liberals ignore.  In the 
end, attempts to establish utopian societ-
ies always ended up with a political elite 
overseeing what they felt were dependent 
inferior humans.

It’s time for religion and science to 
start a conversation and find some com-
mon ground if  religion wishes to continue 
into the future.

Bob Wilson
Franklin, NC  

The Town of  Highlands was named 
an Outstanding Traffic Safe Community 
for its population in the 2013 North Caro-
lina Traffic Safe Community Awards by 
the AAA Carolinas Foundation for Traffic 
Safety. 

AAA Carolinas names Highlands a 2013 
NC Outstanding traffic safe community

Officer Jonathan Phillips accepted 
the award during a ceremony on Dec. 11 
at the Washington Duke Inn and Golf  
Club in Durham. 

In all, 14 total North Carolina lo-

Highlands police officer Jonathan Phillips accepts award for the department 
at an award ceremony on Dec. 11 in Durham.
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Pillow & Rug SALE  
at The Hen House

50% OFF

...AAA CAROLINAS continued from page 2
cations were honored, including three 
Grand Winners (Topsail Beach, Laurin-
burg and Chapel Hill) during the 10th an-
nual awards luncheon hosted by the AAA 
Carolinas’ Foundation for Traffic Safety. 

“The AAA Carolinas Foundation 
for Traffic Safety continues to tackle the 
deadly practice of  texting while driving, 
especially among teen drivers, a group 
who has grown up continuously con-
nected to cell phones and computers,” 
said Angela Vogel Daley, president of  
AAA Carolinas Traffic Safety Founda-
tion. “AAA Carolinas’ goal is to create a 
culture change among teens concerning 
texting while driving.”

The annual Traffic Safe Community 
Awards are presented in an effort to rec-
ognize those cities and towns offering 
programs and initiatives that make roads 
safer in the Carolinas.

Major Patricia Poole from the North 
Carolina State Highway Patrol and Bob Ste-
vens from the North Carolina Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program honored local law 
enforcement and community representa-
tives. 

Traffic safe communities are selected 
by looking at crash statistics, number of  law 
enforcement officers per capita and pres-
ence of  formal traffic safety programs. The 
University of  North Carolina at Charlotte 
provided the statistical analysis and the 
AAA Carolinas Foundation chose winners 
in each category giving extra emphasis to 
those communities that are proactive in en-
hancing traffic safety efforts.

The AAA Carolinas Foundation for 
Traffic Safety is a non-profit organization 
founded by AAA Carolinas that works to 
promote traffic safety initiatives in North 
and South Carolina. 

He thanked his supporters in the 
journey he is undertaking and all his well 
wishers. 

He wanted to ensure everybody in 
town that as mayor he intends to rep-
resent everybody in the community. “I 
promise the citizens I will be available for 
their input anytime and will work with this 
new board to make the best decisions for 
all concerned,” he said. “I realize the may-
or doesn’t have power, but does have the 
ability to work with the people and help 
come to a consensus to make the best de-
cisions for Highlands.”

Outgoing Mayor David Wilkes presents outgoing commissioner Gary Drake 
with a plaque of appreciation for his service over the last four years.

Mayor Wilkes said goodbye and thank you.     Photos by Kim Lewicki
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Showhouse Sale continues until everything is gone!

He also thanked Commissioner Bri-
an Stiehler, who also ran for mayor, for 
reaching out to him after the campaign 
and said he looks forward to working 
with Brian over the next four years.

Finally, he thanked his father-in-law, 
Buck Trott who served as mayor for eight 
years. 

“He is my mentor and said the 
mayor always has to think about what is 
best for the community and the common 
good of  Highlands,” he said. 

He also thanked his wife Sallie for 
joining him in this journey and for all her 
love and support. 

Clerk of  Court Vic Perry who trav-
elled to Highlands to swear in the new 
board members, said having worked with 
Pat Taylor in his capacity as Highlands 
Magistrate for more than 10 years, “the 
community couldn’t have elected a more 
competent person in the role of  mayor.”

Before turning to new business, he 
asked Commissioner Donnie Calloway 
for comments.

Commissioner Calloway thanked his 
wife for her support as well as the High-
lands Town staff  for its support during 
the transition.

“After a 19 year hiatus I look for-
ward to being a part of  this board,” he 
said. 

As first note of  new business, Mayor 
Patrick Taylor called for a vote to elect 
Mayor Pro Tem. 

On a motion from Commissioner 
Amy Patterson, the board voted unani-
mously to elect Donnie Calloway.

Other Town Board News
Old business took place before the 

new board was seated. 
Amendments to the Sign Ordinance 

were discussed during the Public Hear-
ing. 

Citizen Cynthia Strain went on re-
cord opposing the fact that the ordinance 
would not be amended to allow off-
premise temporary event signs – an issue 
the board voted unanimously on during 
the November Town Board meeting.

“There are so many venues and so 
many people coming into town who 
don’t know where to go and it’s difficult 
directing people to an event. Why does 
this have to be so restrictive?” she asked.

She noted that plenty of  other 
towns, including Cashiers, allow off-
premise temporary event signs.

Mayor Wilkes reminded her that 
without a town government, Cashiers 
doesn’t have any ordinances. 

Strain said that’s probably why citi-
zens in Cashiers want to keep Cashiers 
the way it is.

The only changes to the Sign Ordi-

nance amendments presented were to ther 
“change rate” on video presentations on 
flat screen TVs in real estate office win-
dows.

Commissoner John Dotson, who 
owns Preferred Properties, said the video 
presentations would be a way to eliminate 
all the photos in real estate office win-
dows, but that the rate at which the listings 
changed should be accelerated, otherwise 
people wouldn’t stick around to watch it.

As per the ordinance, the change rate 
was to be the same rate as for restaurants – 
10 seconds, or six frames per minute.

He reasoned that a restaurant menu 
offers a lot to read, whereas the real estate 
listings are basically a photo with minimal 
verbiage.

“Ten seconds is a long time to stand in 
front of  a screen,” he said. 

In the end the board voted unani-
mously to make the real estate presenta-
tions six seconds – 10 frames a minute.  

Restaurant video presenations, like 
outside Wolfgang’s on Main Street, will 
stay at 10 second intrevals or six frames 
per minute.

The next Town Board meeting is 
Thursday, Jan. 16, 2014.

– Kim Lewicki

retail spaces in the remainder of  the build-
ing.

Wen Jiang and Qiong Zhi Chen 
(Chumsi), who will be opening Asian 
House in March or April of  2014, have 
been in the restaurant business for 15 years 
and currently operate the Sakura Japanese 
Restaurant in Franklin.

Asian House in Helen’s Barn will 
serve Chinese, Japanese, Thai, Vietnamese 
and Malaysian food. Some of  its popular 
dishes will be Thai Red Curry Seafood, 
Peking Duck, General TSO Chicken, Viet-
namese Summer Rolls, Chicken Broccoli 
and Sushi.

With its new configuration, Asian 
House can seat up to 90 people. Helen’s 
Barn is zoned B-3 and is part of  the 
Wright Memorial Square Development 
which constitutes a shopping center.

As such, the parking required is one 
space for each 250 sq. ft. of  gross floor 
space; two spaces per dwelling unit. 

The buildings in Wright Square prop-
er equal 32,757 sq. ft. and at one park-
ing space per each 250 sq. ft. require 131 
spaces. 

The 11 Wright Square apartments at 
two spaces per unit require 22 spaces. 

...ZONING BOARD 
continued from page 1



Featuring WEEKLY SPECIALS and  
refreshing drinks in our  

Rainforest Margarita & Mojito Bar!
Go to www.elaztecahighlands.com

for more information.

Serving
Lunch & Dinner

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

• 

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too
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Small Plates served from  
4 pm Fri.-Sun. 

at the bar; 
Dinner from 5 pm  

Friday-Sunday

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11:30a to 4p

Serving Dinner Daily 
beginning at 5:30p 

Open 7 days a week!

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday – Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30 – 10:30am 

Lunch: 11am – 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials!

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com

...on the Verandah Restaurant 
        on Lake Sequoyah

Fri and Sat. in 
December
Also open 

Thurs., Dec 19
Open Christmas 

Eve
Closed Christmas 

Day
Open Dec 26-31

Join us for 
New Years Eve!

Wine Spectator Award

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Frozen Yogurt

Paninis • Baked Goods
On Main Street

7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

• Highlands Fine Dining & Eateries •

Winter Hours: Tues.-Sun. 5-9p
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...on the Verandah Restaurant 
        on Lake Sequoyah

Wine Spectator Award

Reservations: 828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com

Early seating:
6-8 pm 

$55 person

Late seating:
8-10 pm 

$85 person
Includes party favors and  

champagne toast
Live Band:

Hurricane Creek 

Join us for your  New Year’s Eve Celebration!

There are 173 parking spaces on site 
with only 153 of  them required so all park-
ing requirements will be met, said Interim 
Town Planner Josh Ward.

Other Zoning Board Business
The board learned that as per NC GS 

House Bill 276, as of  Oct. 1, 2013, votes 
granting Special Use Permits (SUP) no 
longer require a 4/5 super majority vote to 
pass.

Ward informed the board that the rul-
ing took effect Oct. 1, but municipalities 
weren’t notified of  the change until Oct. 
30, 2013.

Now, only a simple majority is needed 
to grant an SUP – a 3-2 vote for a five-
member board.

However, a 4/5 super majority vote is 
still required to grant a variance, but there 
are changes to variance stipulations regard-
ing “hardships” as well.

Instead of  having to make three find-
ings, which included five subheadings, to 
grant a variance, now there are only four 
provisions which must be proven.

When unnecessary hardships would 
result from carrying out the strict letter of  
the ordinance, the Zoning Board of  Ad-
justment shall vary any of  the provisions 
of  the ordinance upon a showing of  ALL 
of  the following:

1. Unnecessary hardship would re-
sult from the strict application of  the ordi-
nance. It shall not be necessary to demon-
strate that, in the absence of  the variance, 
no reasonable use can be made of  the 
property.

2. The hardship results from condi-
tions that are peculiar to the property, such 
as location, size or topography. Hardships 
resulting from personal circumstances, as 

well as hardships resulting from condi-
tions that are common to the neighbor-
hood or the general public, may not be 
the basis for granting a variance.

3. The hardship did not result 
from actions taken by the applicant or 
the property owner. The act of  purchas-
ing property with knowledge that circum-
stances exist that may justify the granting 
of  a variance shall not be regarded as a 
self-created hardship.

4. The requested variance is con-
sistent with the spirit, purpose and in-
tent of  the ordinance, such that public 
safety is secured, and substantial justice 
is achieved. No change in permitted uses 
may be authorized by variance. Appropri-
ate conditions may be imposed on any 
variance, provided that the conditions are 
reasonably related to the variance.

Though Ward said by their na-
ture variances will continue to be hard 
to grant, the board seemed to think the 
changes would make it easier, particularly 
due to the verbiage in number 3.

Other changes include notification 
of  SUP requestes and variance requests 
to adjacent property owners and posting 
of  such on the property in question.

Also, previously applicants had 10 
days to appeal a decision handed down by 
the planning departmet; now they have 30 
days to appeal.

The Planning Board reviewed the 
state mandated changes whose recom-
mendations will be sent to the Town 
Board. Before the town’s ordinance is 
changed a public hearing will be sched-
uled.

– Kim Lewicki

...ZONING BOARD continued from page 4



526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Highlands 
Fine Consignments

New
ON-LINE Store.  

Visit us at 
www.HighlandsFineConsignments.com

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

Ritas Cottage 
Hair and Skin Care   

featuring  
Obagi & Jane Iredale Products

828-526-3742
435 N. 5th. Street

Highlands, NC
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Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tues - Sat. at 10 a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939
Walk-Ins Welcome! 

Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5  • Sat. 10-2

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing
Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  

Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

Shear Elevations

anything going before the Zoning Board 
– whether an SUP or a variance – requires 
posting on the property and notification 
by letter to all adjacent property owners. 
(See story “Board hears NCGS changes 
to voting/variance procedures as per HB 
276” on page 1)

The only change to the state-mandat-
ed verbiage the Planning Board is recom-

mending to the Town Board is under num-
ber 4 of  the “hardship” clause for granting 
a variance. The board requested that the 
words “and the Land Use Plan” be includ-
ed to read:

The requested variance is consistent 
with the spirit, purpose and intent of  the 

...CHANGES continued from page 1

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylist: Heather D. Escandon 
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Former Highlands-
Cashiers  Land Tr ust 
executive director Mike 
Cavender has drawn on his 
Highlands conservation 
experience in writing his 
first novel, Revenge on 
the Fly, just published by 
CreateSpace.

Cavender ’s  nove l 
has drawn praise from 
Ron Rash, the best selling 
author of  Serena and The 
Cove. Rash says, “Revenge 
on the Fly is a beautiful 
meditation on the ties 
that bind us to family and 
place. Michael Cavender is 
a gifted writer, an exciting 
new voice in North Carolina literature.”  

Cavender started Revenge on the Fly 
when he lived in Highlands and finished it 
this year in Washington, NC, where he and 
his wife, Paulette Webb, moved in 2006 to go 
sailing. They now live in Fearrington Village, 
near Chapel Hill.

The novel’s setting is a mountain resort 
town called Kelsey, which is similar to 
Highlands in many ways, and is nestled in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

“I drew on many aspects of  Highlands, 
but I wanted the freedom to create a place 
that suited the story’s action,” Cavender says. 
“After all, it’s fiction.” The novel also draws 
on his background as a newspaper reporter 
and fly-fishing guide. 

The novel tells the story of  dissolute 
outdoor writer Ben Phelps, who grasps the 
chance to avenge a life-ruining lie despite the 
human costs to a friend 
who holds the means 
for revenge, and to the 
woman whose love may 
reward his boldness. 

Cavender elaborates: 
“Decades  ag o,  Watt 
Phelps told a lie that 
d r o ve  h i s  y o u n g e r 
brother Ben into dark 
despair and disinheritance 
from a family fortune. 
When a pathway opens 
for overdue vengeance, 
retribution demands that 
Ben be willing to send 
his brother to prison, as 
well as the new friend 
who holds a secret that’s 
the key to justice. The 

pathway a l so  opens 
Ben’s heart to prove to 
a suspicious woman he’s 
worthy of  her trust and 
love. These converging 
challenges might save 
Ben’s unknown legacy, 
the  l as t  o ld-g rowth 
forest in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, from Watt’s 
destruction, and restore a 
life tainted by his brother’s 
duplicity. In Revenge on 
the Fly, Ben learns that 
his bitter perceptions of  
success and failure are 
only part of  his life-long 
delusions, and that loving 
completely means risking 

everything.”
Cavender recalls, “Originally, I 

wanted to write a murder mystery about 
some siblings’ conflict over the sale of  
a family estate. I was inspired by what I 
went through when our family house in 
Highlands (the old Farnsworth house on 
Main Street, now owned by Old Edwards 
Inn) was sold, although, fortunately, no one 
was killed. However, as I developed the 
novel, I became less interested in a murder 
plot and more interested in what happens 
to a character whose soul is shattered, and 
how he reacts when he has a chance for 
vengeance and redemption. As they say, 
character is action.”

Kelsey is also the setting for his next 
novel, a crime thriller, which Cavender has 
just begun. “I hope I’ll get this one written 
faster than my first.”

For 18 years, 
Cavender and Webb 
ran The Mill Creek 
Store in Highlands. 
They sold men and 
women’s sportswear, 
and had an Orvis 
dealership. Cavender 
taught fly fishing and 
was a fishing guide 
for many years. He 
was also a Highlands 
T o w n  B o a r d 
Commissioner.

R e v e n g e  o n 
the Fly is available 
at Amazon.com and 
Barnes & Noble.
com.

Highlands is inspiration for former Highlands 
commissioner’s first novel 
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...POOL continued from page 1
fees come out of  the landfill’s enterprise 
funds, but were concerned with the cost 
of  transferring the load from Highlands to 
the Franklin landfill and suggested alterna-
tive options be considered first. 

“We have made arrangements with the 
MC Landfill to take the debris,” explained 
Highlands Mayor Patrick Taylor. “If  the 
contractor wants to he can go somewhere 
else. As long as it is a legal site, they can do 
anything they want with it. It just needs to 
be an appropriate site according to regula-
tions for the disposal of  such things.” 

Commissioner Tate explained that af-
ter meeting with the project manager, the 
cost to haul the waste to Franklin was too 
great and a private option in Highlands 
seemed to be the more cost effective route. 

Connor Construction, the company 
who was awarded the bid for the pool 
project, is subcontracting out the demoli-
tion of  the pool. 

Despite the setback on the removal 
of  the concrete, Lester Norris, Highlands’ 
Recreation Director, said the project is on 
schedule. 

“The pool renovation has been talked 
about for a couple years now. The existing 
pool is 38 years old and has been repaired 
to the point it is no longer repairable,” he 
explained. “The budget for the project was 
$589,700 [that has since increased]. The 
renovations include a new junior Olympic 
(42 ft x 75ft) pool with depth from 3 ½ ft 
to 8ft, a zero entry which also serves as a 
kiddie or wading pool. The bath house will 
get an electrical upgrade including wiring 
and lighting.” 

According to Norris, in addition to 
the upgrades to the pool, the facilities 

infrastructure is also getting renovated. 
“Plumbing upgrades that will bring the 
pool house up to ADA [handicap] stan-
dards,” said Norris. “The interior of  the 
pool house will be painted. The pool offers 
outdoor recreation activity that is not avail-
able publicly to the citizens of  Highlands. 
With the advancement of  energy efficiency 
the new equipment: including pumps, heat-
er, chlorine systems will offer money sav-
ings in the operation of  the pool. The pool 
will be larger on surface but will no longer 
have the 12 ft. depth of  the existing pool. 
Weather permitting, the pool is expected to 
be complete and ready for operation Me-
morial Day weekend 2014.” 

The opening of  the Highlands pool 
is slated for one year after the Franklin 
pool opened after undergoing renovations. 
Macon County Commissioners voted to 
contribute $225,000, which was originally 
half  of  the proposed budget. Currently, 
the pool project stands to cost $785,000, 
resulting in an additional $175,000 being 
appropriated from the town of  Highlands’ 
undesignated fund balance. 
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HS BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL - 2013-’14

DAVIS MOORE, REMY ADRIAN, COLIN WELLER, TYLER MUNGER,  
CHRIS BENTON, COLE DRUMMONDS, CADE BORDNER,  

BRENT AMUNDRUD, JOHN MURPHY, PHILIP MURPHY, KENAN LEWIS
Coaches; Brad Bergman: Greg Steely, Andy Mille

Photos by Lisa Osteen
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•eveNts•
Ongoing
• They can’t read or write… but they can multiply! 

Get your dog or cat fixed – the Cashiers-Highlands 
Humane Society can help. CHHS offers low-cost spay/
neuter for pets through our mobile medical/rescue ve-
hicle, the H.E.A.R.T. of North Carolina. For more infor-
mation, call 828-743-5752.

Mon/Wed/Fri
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at the Rec Park 

at 8 a.m. $5 per class or monthly rate.
• Zumba at the Rec Park 9:05-10:05. $5 per class 

or monthly rate.
Tues/Thurs
• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers at 5:30.  
Thurs., Dec. 19
• Taize at Holy Family Lutheran Church at 5:30p. 
Fr., Dec. 20
• The High Mountain Squares will host their 

Christmas Dance this Friday night at the Macon Coun-
ty Community Building, GA Road (441 South), Franklin 
NC from 6:30 to 9 PM. Richard Smith from Gainesville, 
GA will be the caller. We dance Western Style Square 
Dancing, main/stream and plus levels. Everyone is wel-
come. For information call 828-371-4946, 828-342-
1560, 828-332-0001 

Sat., Dec. 21
• Santa in Town Square to hear Christmas wishes 

from 11a to 3p.
Sun., Dec. 22
• Christmas Cantata at the 10:50 worship service 

at the Highlands United Methodist Church. All are wel-
com. 

• A Coweeta Baptist Church, a Christmas Cantata 
by Tony Wood and Russell Mauldin. 7 p.m. 780 Coweeta 
Church Road.

Mon., Dec. 23
• Red Cross Blood Drive at Lowe’s, 0717 Franklin 

Blood Drive (Georgia Highway); Franklin, NC, 11 am – 
3:30 pm. Please call Stacy Lawson (828) 349-4654 for 
further information or to schedule an appointment. 

Saturday, Dec. 28
• Red Cross Blood Drive at the Otto Community 

Blood Drive at the Otto Community Center - Meeting 
Room (Highway 441 South; Otto, NC) 8 am – 12:30 
pm. Please call Phyllis Castle at (828) 524-3473 for fur-
ther information or to schedule an appointment.

Wed., Dec.25
• Highlands Annual Christmas Dinner is at the 

Hudson House at Highlands Country Club from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. by reservation only. The buffet dinner will 
feature turkey, ham, tenderloin, and all the sides includ-
ing Donna Woods’ now famous dressing and a dessert 
buffet is included. The cost is $35 for adults and $15 for 
children under 12. Kids under 5 are free. For reserva-
tions call 526-9419.

At Highlands School Homecoming game 
held at Blue Ridge School last week:  
Clockwise: Brent Amundrud, Remy Adrian 
and Kenan Lewis. Highlands won 61 to 40.

Photos by Lisa Osteen

Upcoming Games
Thursday, Dec. 19

MS BASKETBALL AT SCOTTS CREEK 
4PM                                  

HS BASKETBALL HOME VS ANDREWS 
6PM                                             



Looking for a 
great deal this 

holiday season?

Shop 
Cabin Couture!

468 Carolina Way
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th 

streets)

Open Daily:  
10a to 5p
526-3909

Home Decor, Art &  
Antiques, too

Sale! Sale! Sale!

338 Main St.
526-4777

The Toy Store
of Highlands

On Main Street • 526-9415

Jigsaw Puzzles, Keepers & Glue,  
Magic, Pranks & Science Fun, too.
Lego, Soldiers, Knights & Wheels

The Toy Store has some incredible deals!
Board Games, Cards, Dominoes or Jax

All delivered with Complimentary Gift Wrap
Loom Bands, Books & Dino’s that Roar

Dollies, Strollers, Stuffed Animals Galore...
Found at your Neighborhood Toy Store!

A “Gotta Stop” Tradition 
for over 20 Years!

30% O
FF!
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Shop Local this Holiday Season!



BAGS 
on 

MAIN
Next to The Toy Store

Main Street
828-526-9415

20% OFF!

Shop Local this Holiday Season!

355 Main Street   
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

• Free People  
• Tulle 

• BB Dakota
• Michael Stars 

Tees  
• CP Shades

Jeans by:
• Joes

• 7 for all 
mankind

• Citizens, AG, 
Hudson

Storewide 
SALE  

now w/extra 
20% Off!

Shoes & Boots Upstairs

GREAT 
GIFTS!

Monday-Saturday • 10-5
828-526-3160

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 73rd season on Main Street

Happy
Holidays

SALE!
Save up to 50% on 
Fall Collections & 
75% on Summer!

25% to 50% off
Retired 

Vera Bradley

Cosper 
Flowers

Open Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p
Closed Sunday

Orders and Deliveries Daily
In Highlands Plaza

(828) 526-8671
www.cosperflowers.com

Where smiles are in bloom  
all year long.

Where smiles are in 
bloom all year long!
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EMILY GABBARD,  
REBEKAH PARKS.  
EMILY SHULER,  
APRIL MOSS,  

ASHLEE MAITLAND,  
KIRSTYN LAMB,  

ANN MARIE CROWE,  
JESSICA TILSON,  

WHITNEY BILLINGSLEY,  
COURTNEY HENRY,  

EMILY CROWE,  
BETHANY SHULER,  

AMBER REESE,  
EMILY MATHIS,  

DANIELLE MATHIS,  
BLAKELY MOORE

Coaches Brett Lamb,  
Jeremy Dooley, Jerry Sullivan

VERONICA GARCIA,  
GRACE BRASSARD,  
SHANNON WELCH,  

RACHEL FOSTER,  
ADISON SCHANDOLPH,  
ELIZABETH HOUSTON,  

MCKINLEY MOSLEY,  
ALEXA REESE,  

MONTANA MCELROY,  
CARRIE MCCLURE,  

TASHA THURMOND,  
ERICA BARNES,  

KIM GRIFFIN
Coaches Andrea Chalker,  

Stephanie Brassard

Photos by Lisa Osteen

HS 
CHEERLEADERS

2013-’14

HS VARSITY 
GIRLS 

BASKETBALL 
2013’14
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...CHANGES 
continued from 
page 7

At the Highlands School Homecoming game at 
Blue Ridge last week: Clockwise: Ann Marie Crowe,  
Kirsten Lamb, and Ashlee Maitland. Highlands won 
52 to 29.

Photos by Lisa Osteen

Upcoming Games
Thursday, Dec. 19

MS BASKETBALL AT SCOTTS CREEK: 4PM                                  

HS BASKETBALL HOME VS ANDREWS: 6PM                                             

Ordinance and the Land Use 
Plan, such that public safety is 
secured, and substantial justice 
is achieved. No change in per-
mitted uses may be authorized 
by variance. Appropriate con-
ditions may be imposed on any 
variance, provided that the con-
ditions are reasonably related to 
the variance.”

The addition of  the Land 
Use Plan verbiage was suggest-
ed by Planning Board Chairman 
Thomas Craig since the Land 
Use Plan is the foundation of  
many of  the town’s ordinances 
and as such should be consid-
ered when issuing a variance, he 
said.

Ward said he will find out 
if  the state’s verbiage can be al-
tered and if  so, the recommen-
dation will be forwarded to the 
Town Board which will then set 
a public hearing to amend the 
UDO, as required.

The board also voted unan-
imously to rezone 19 town-
owned properties to Govern-
mental/Institutional (GI).

Most of  the properties are 
very small and situated around 
the water plant, water tanks and 
tower sites and are zoned resi-
dential – R1 or R2.

Also included is the High-
lands cemetery, the Greenway 
Trail entrance on Oak Lane, the 
Highlands Visitor Center and 
Chamber of  Commerce and the 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park.

Ward said this is a “house-
keeping” projected that had 
been neglected. 

Member Glenda Bell said 
as long as adjacent property 
owners do not mind she was for 
the rezoning. The board con-
curred. 

Ward said that since this 
represented a rezoning, all the 
property would be posted and 
all adjacent property owners 
would be notified in advance 
so they would have time to re-
spond.

– Kim Lewicki



• BusiNess/OrgaNizatiON News •
Page 16 - Highlands Newspaper - Thursday, Dec. 19, 2013 - 828-526-3228

Rotary ‘gifts’ HS teachers

On December 11, the Rotary Club of Highlands presented $100 to each teacher at Highlands School.  
The money can be used for classroom materials not furnished by the school or for any purpose that 
helps the teachers enrich the education of the students.Pictured are Rotary President Rick Reid (sec-
ond from left) with several teachers and Rotary Club members Hank Ross, Cynthia Dendy and Dave 
Jellison.

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon! 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Sunday-Thursday, 9a to 6p, Fri. & Sat. 9a to 7p 
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Apples, fresh collard greens, turnips, fritters, donuts, 
sweet potatoes, fresh bread, dried beans, fresh cider and much more!

Owner is Retiring!
Selling to the Walls!

50% off Almost Everything
Complete line of office supplies

95 Highlands Plaza • 526-3379 • FAX: 526-3309

Last Day is Dec. 27
A peaceful sanctuary tucked in the mountains just 2.8 miles 

from Main Street, Highlands, NC. Secluded but not remote. Well 
forested with mature hardwoods, Rhododendron, Mountain 
Laurel and wild flowers that take turns showing off through the 
seasons; two waterfalls & several creeks. Gentle land, easy building 
sites, and a great place to take a walk. 

Falling Waters is protected by the North Carolina Planned 
Community Act and our own covenants designed to enhance your 
enjoyment and future property values. Owner financing available.

Falling Waters is a 52-acre community 

Welcome...Come Visit!
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just 
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths 

of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 
www.highlandsnchomesites.com 

Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  
prices & a guided tour. 

828-508-9952.

At its regular meeting on De-
cember 2nd, 2014 Laurel Garden 
Club members congratulated their 
new officers:  (left to right) Jane 
Webb La Cagnina, 1st VP/Program 
Co-Chair; Minnie Bob Campbell, 
Recording Secretary; Lila Howland, 
President; Margo Franklin, Treasur-
er; Brenda Manning, 2nd VP/Mem-
bership; Jane Tracy, Corresponding 
Secretary; and Mary Guy Gunn, 1st 
VP/Program Co-Chair.  These of-
ficers will assume their roles January 
1, 2014.  

The purpose of  Laurel Gar-
den Club is to aid in the protection 
and conservation of  our natural re-
sources, encourage civic beauty and 
roadside beautification, stimulate 
the fine art of  gardening and en-
able cooperation with other orga-
nizations furthering the interest of  
horticulture and conservation.  With 
the funds raised from our kitchen 
tour we donate money in response 
to grant requests made twice a year: 
By June 30th and by January 31st. We 
are always happy to return the money 
to the many deserving non profits in 
our Highlands community.

Laurel Garden 
Club installs new 
officers for 2014



HS MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 

GIRLS  
BASKETBALL

MADISON LLOYD,  
TAYLOR WELCH,  

BRITTANY CHASTAIN,  
KIM FERIA,  

ABBY OLVERA,  
HANNAH HOLT, GRACE 

CROWE,  
DAWN DEARTH, 

TRISTAN CASTRO,  
KATIE MCCALL

Coach: 
Michelle Munger

HS BOYS  
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL  

BASKETBALL
DREW CHALKER,  
JOSE JEMINEZ
KYLE DORSEY,  
ETHAN CRISP,  
CARSON TALBERT,  
MATTSON GATES,  
DESTIN GEARHART,  
TREY GERRELS,  
SAMUEL HAWKINS,  
JAKE BILLINGSLEY

Coaches:
Bryan Dearth
Ryan Gearhart
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HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship – 11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 – 
Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities) 

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.; 
Worship/Communion – 10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 
Independent Bible Church 

Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big 
Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC CHURCH

 Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.; Sat., 4p

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dwight Loggins

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6 
p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.  
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

 BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546
Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pator

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11  
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm

Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

Sun.; Chirstian Education, 9 a.m.(Bucks in Cashiers) Family 
Worship with music and Communion, 10:30 a.m. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tue. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children’s 
Program,. 

10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist Rite I (chapel), 8 am, Education and 
choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting – 6:15 
p.m., Choir – 5 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor •  526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; School – 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast

Wednesdays – Choir – 7 
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

John 3:16Proverbs 3:5• spirituaLLy speakiNg • • pLaces tO wOrship •

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 21

Chaplain Margaret Howell
Holy Family Lutheran Church

OK. Anyone who has experienced stress, fatigue 
and sadness during the Christmas season, raise 
your hand.  Uh-HUH! I’m betting most of  us 

raised our hand, if  not this year, at some time in the past.
Sometimes, it is difficult to find the baby Jesus under 

all the wrappings and trappings of  the “holiday” season, 
pounded relentlessly into our psyche from the day after 
Halloween until Christmas. 

If  you’ve been around the block a time or two, 
Christmas  can be a bittersweet time. We count our bless-
ings and are thankful for what we have, but we also think 
back to times and people, gone by. 

I remember when we were first married, my husband 
Jon had a  hard time with Christmas as he was still mourn-
ing the death of  his dad and brother who had passed away 
just a few years before. 

Even if  your Christmases past resemble the Gris-
wolds more than the Norman Rockwell type, it is that 
gathering of  family, warts and all, that have a permanent 
place in our hearts. We can’t help but remember. That is 
a blessing and a source of  melancholy. How appropriate 
that the liturgical color for Advent is blue.

We are presently beginning the final week of  Advent. 
For those who don’t know, it is the period after the season 
of  Pentecost but before Christmas. It is meant to be a 
time of  anticipating not only the coming birth of  Jesus, 
the babe in the manger, but also the coming of  Christ, the 
King, at the end of  the world. 

Advent is a time of  secrets and mystery. A poor girl-
child in a remote country says “Yes” to the invitation 
brought by angel from God to have the holy child. The 
next nine months weren’t easy for her or her betrothed, 
Joseph. Probably a lot of  snickering and finger-pointing 
went on behind their backs yet, both were faithful in car-
rying out the task set before them. 

The first Advent was undoubtedly a time of  anticipa-
tion, and worry. To add insult to injury, the young couple 
realized that they would have to make a long journey right 
at the time Mary was due to give birth. (Try riding a bony-
backed donkey while nine months pregnant and see how 
cheerful you are at the end of  the trip!)  

Blue Christmas
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Tuesday, December 24



Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988!

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop

Please Call for hours & directions
526-9743 • Highlands

Custom Quilts
Fabrics, Notions

NC Lic. # 28972

Miller’s Plumbing Service, LLC
Buddy Miller, Owner

• Water Cop Installation 
& Winterization

• Remodels & New  
Construction

Cell 828-371-1707
millersplumbing99@yahoo.com

J&M Towing  
Service

Owner-Operator Jeff Miller
526-0374 • 342-0583

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

Highlands Automotive
Service

&
Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial 
• Over 40 Years Experience 

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

U Call We Haul Junk Removal Service

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving – now a full  
service asphalt company specializing in  

commercial and residential asphalt services.
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder 
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.

Other services?
Utility installation and repair, driveways, 

ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing. 
Call 828-526-9348.

Brysongrading@gmail.com

donandbetty9126@frontier.com

A Native and a Local 
available to tell you about 

Highlands and to show you 
our beautiful mountain real 

estate...
Call Brokers

Betty and Don Fisher
at 787-2324 or 

226-1030
Country Club Properties
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Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, Garages, 
Yard Debris, etc.  We’ll takeyour Trash & Save you some 
Cash! Cheaper than a Dumpster & we do all the work - 

We also Specialize in Small Demolition  
and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  

Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.
We also Cater in Minor Landscaping,  

Small Tree & Brush Removal and all types of Yard Debris, 
including Metal,Wood, etc. 

 If  You Need it Gone, 
   Call Today for a Cleaner Tomorrow! 
     (828) 200-5268



You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you!
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

L. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land Surveyors

Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania  
counties for more than 45 years

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS
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Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Nantahla Tire & Car Care
• Oil changes • Brakes • Tires  

• Light Car & Truck Repair
828-526-0283

518 Dillard Road, Highlands
nantire1@aol.com

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

ER and Med/Surg Registered Nurses
Medical Laboratory Technologist

Medical Records Manager

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING  
continued from page 18

• pOLice & Fire  repOrts •
Highlands PD log entries from Nov. 29. Only 

the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor, or public officials have been used.

Nov. 29
• At 7 a.m., Chanel Massagee, 35, of Franklin, was 

arrested on Main Street for possession of 0.5 grams of 
meth and for possessing drug paraphernalia. She was 
issued a $1,000 secured bond. Her trial date was Dec. 
12, 2013.

• At 10:55 a.m., officers were called to Main Street 
concerning someone selling puppies.

Dec. 2
• At 11:53 p.m., Mary Alice Bynum, 56, of Highlands, 

was arrested for DWI when she was pulled over on NC 
106 for driving left of center. She was issued a written 
promise to appear in court on Jan. 15, 2014.

Dec. 3
• At 10:23 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle 

accident on Lower Lake Road. 
• At 11:06 p.m., Kristof Leon Roulf, 41, of Highlands, 

was arrested for DWI and resisting arrest and reckless 
driving when he was pulled over on N. 6th Street and 
Lower Lake Road. He was issued a $3,000 secured bond. 
His trial date is Jan. 15, 2014.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log en-
tries from Dec. 12

Dec. 12
• At 1:34 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm 

at a residence on Falls Drive west. It was false.
Dec. 13
• At 8:13 p.m., the dept made a service call to a 

residence on Holly Berry Lane where hot ashes had 
been put in a flower bed. All was OK.

Dec. 14
• At 5:54 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm 

at a residence on Hickory Hill Road. The residents had 
forgotten to open the damper in the fireplace prior to 
starting a fire.

Dec. 16
• At 6:48 p.m., the dept. responded to a one-vehicle 

accident on US 64 east. The driver drove into a fence. 
There were no injuries.

Dec. 17
• 8 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to assist 

EMS with a medical call at a residence on Ravenel Ridge 
Road. EMS transported to the hospital.

The final straw was to get the Bethlehem and have 
the innkeeper tell you. “Sorry, we are full up. Even God 
himself  couldn’t get a room tonight!” Nothing seemed to 
being going right for Mary and Joseph. 

They were indeed feeling blue as they were guided 
to a dark, cold, smelly stable – the only space available in 
the entire town. Yet, in this blue atmosphere, the world is 
about to be transformed. The Christ Child will be born.

Blue will become a color of  hope and promise – 
most images of  Mary show her with a blue mantle. Blue 
is transformed from  the color of  melancholy to the color 
of  hope. 

So, my dear ones, if  you are having a blue Christmas, 
remember how much trouble the Holy Couple faced at 
their first Christmas, and how they saw the promise of  joy 
fulfilled before their very eyes. May the anticipation of  the 
coming of  Christ  bring you a Merry Christmas, indeed.



212-4181(st. 8/8)
HELP WANTED
HIGHLANDS INN LODGE 

NOW HIRING FOR FRONT DESK. 
Please stop by 96 log cabin lane for ap-
plication or email sales@highlandsinn-
lodge.com.  Send Resume to sales@
highlandsinnlodge.com. No phone inqui-
ries. (12/5) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
in Highlands is hiring a full time year-
round bookkeeper. Candidates must 
be proficient with spreadsheets, Quick-
Books, reconciling bank statements and 
merchant statements. Email jobs828@
gmail.com 

THE LOST HIKER IS LOOK-
ING FOR EXPERIENCED BAR-
TENDERS. The Lost Hiker is a fast 
paced nightlife environment and were 
looking for the complete package, to add 
to our already amazing staff. Applicants 
Must: Be 21 years of Age, or older Have 
at least 1 year of service experience to 
apply, Be able to lift, and carry boxes of 
25lbs or less. Must be able to work 12 
hour shifts. Be able to work on Holidays. 
Be able to demonstrate a great personal-
ity to customers. Call 828-526-8232 to 
setup an interview, or send your resume 
to TheLostHikersBar@gmail.com  (st. 
11/7) 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
DOWNSIZING FURNITURE 

SALE – Sofas, chairs, dining room fur-
niture kitchen island, end tables, lamps, 
and king size beds Call 828-200-1367. 
(st. 11/27)

KITCHEN AID PROLINE, SIDE 
BY SIDE REFREIGERATOR. 25.3 
cubic ft. counter depth. meterorite finish 
with ice maker. $3,700. Call 828-526-
8584. (st. 10/3)

PEARL RIVER UPRIGHT PI-
ANO – Like new. $1,500 or OBO. Call 
Mark. 828-526-4563. (Jan 30Source 
Green Heat Efficient Electric Heater w/
remote, wood grain cabinet pd. $179 
- like new, only used 4 months - $100   
200-0183)

SERVICES
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT - 

HAGAN BINDER DESIGN. Start 
planning your spring landscape today! 
Master planning, remodels, landscape 
tune-ups, hardscape. NC Board certified. 
wwwhaganbinder.com 850-570-8210. 
(Dec. 30)

FOR A SUPER CLEAN HOLI-
DAY HOME, please call 828-743-5599. 

Service Directory Ads
$17/wk BW

$22/wk/color

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words, 20 
cents for each word 

thereafter
$2 extra for yellow 

highlight
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RES / COMMERCIAL FOR 
RENT

COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
FOR RESTAURANT LEASE In 
authentic Joe Webb Log Cabin. Year 
round lease. Lots of ambiance. Turn key 
operation. Call Sabrina 828-526-2288 or 
828-482-2385. (1/9/14)

WINTER SPECIAL: Attractive, 
clean, daylight apartment fully furnished, 
new carpet, fireplace, one bedroom, one 
bath ready for holiday visitors at only 
$500 weekly-- good until January 2. Call 
Betty at 828- 787-2324 for reservation. 
828-787-2324 or 828-226-3382. (st. 
Oct. 10)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT. 
Great location on Carolina Way be-
tween 64E and 5th St across from 
Bank of America. ±1480 sqft. Of-
fice or retail. $1500/month. Call Tom 
Clark(404)210-7979 or (828)526-
4646(st. 9/19)

COMMERCIAL BUILDING, 
365 Franklin Road. Over 170 ft. of Hwy 
frontage and large parking area. Street 
level: 3 offices with LR/KIT/BA. Lower 
Level: 2BR/2BA apartment. Laundry & 
central gas heat. $415,000. Call TLC 
Associates. 828-371-2485 or 828-526-
2919. (12/19)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
FABULOUS LONG VIEWS. 

1,900 sq. ft. 2-car garage. Beautiful loca-
tion. See our website at www.cashiers-
glenvillehousefor sale.com

SCALY MOUNTAIN HIGH 
RIDGE PROPERTY facing Scaly 
Mountain. Located on Buck Knob 
Road. Will divide into 2- or 3-acre 
lots on ridge. Call 813-264-6358. 
mknowles38@msn.com. (st. 10/3)

PRICED BELOW ASSESSED 
VALUE. 3 BR/2 BA. Fireplace. Double-
car garage. Large deck. $285,000. 386-

(st. 11/14)
MOUNTAIN MAID HOUSE 

CLEANING SERVICE – Call Amy 
at 828-342-2279, references available. 
(12/19)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUT-
TLE – Let Charlie Dasher handle your 
transportation whether it’s to the air-
port, a special event, or just around town. 
He provides van service for weddings, 
and is licensed and insured. 526-8645. 
(st. 7/18)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL 
IN YOUR HOME? Call for free in-
spection. 828-743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAP-
ING SERVICES – Complete Land-
scaping Company, Design, Installation 
and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, 
Trees, Hardscapes, Water Features, 
Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage, Erosion 
Control and RR-Tie work. Serving the 
Highlands/Cashiers area since 1988. 
828-526-2251.

828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place!”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.” 

3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2
3

15

19

4th St. 

Boutique

Comfortable 
clothing for 

women

219 S. 4th St. ...on the hill
14

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC20

Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in 
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

www.chambersagency.net

The 
Chambers Agency
Realtors
Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James!
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer PartsHighlands Plaza

526-5525
21

Cosper Flowers
Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p

Closed Sunday
Orders & Deliveries  

Daily
In Highlands Plaza
(828) 526-8671

www.cosperflowers.

Where Smiles are in Bloom All Year 

22

Find all the waterfalls 
at highlandsinfo.com

Bridal Veil Falls
526-8878

Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner nightly 

 from 5:30 
Bar opens at 4 p.m.

526-3636 8

9

1

Home Gifts, Art  
& Antiques

526-3909 • 468 Carolina Way

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

31

10

The 
Food 

Pantry 
needs 

supplies
Please help those in 

need!  
The Highlands  

Food Pantry needs:
Toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, and 
dried black beans, 
for the hundreds of 
needy local families 
who it serves on a 

weekly basis. 
Please drop items off 

at the 
Highlands United 
Methodist Church 

Mon. - Thurs. 
8am - 4pm and 
Fri. 8am - 2pm. 

Thank you 
for helping! 

RUKA’s

Call your favorite 
restaurants for 

Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve 

festivities. 
See page 5.



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

41MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman 
Broker 

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com

828-526-2338

30

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

29

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

nadineparadise@gmail.com
www.NadineParadise.com

NadiNe Paradise, Broker

#1 ResouRce foR all youR Real esTaTe needs!
828-371-2551 (cell)

26

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

343-D
Main Street!

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat. f. allen @ gmail. com 
jajosborn@gmail.com

2012  
#1 Agent in Highlands 

per HCMLS 2012

Jody Lovell
33

Text SIR to 87778 to download 
our app for any mobile phone.

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for dinner
4-9p 

Thurs.-Sun. and 
Sunday Brunch

Highlands NC Realty

Tammy 
Mobley 

www.HighlandsNC.info

Broker/Owner 

26 years  
experience

(770)337-1000
(828)524-5420

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
7 days

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

828-526-8784 (office)
828-200-9179 (cell)

L. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land Surveyors

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania  
counties for more than 45 years

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... 
and Invest in Your Life!”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips, 
Broker

(828) 200-2642
WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

225 Main St. (next to ACE hardware)

Open
7 Days a Week!

10a to 4p

Small Plates served from  
4 pm afternoons Wed.-Sun.  

at the bar; 
Dinner from 5 pm  

Friday-Sunday

828-526-4104
exurbiasothebysrealty.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784


