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Old Edwards upcoming projects approved by all

Old Edwards Hospitality
Group is on the move — acquir-
ing properties and making im-
provements and additions to ex-
isting properties.

They were the subject of De-
cember’s Town Board meeting, a

special-called Zoning Board meet-
ing December 19, the Appearance
Commission meeting Jan 7 and
the Zoning Board meeting on Jan.
9.

In each case OEI's plans were
unanimously approved.

NC flu at highest level
INn a decade

The North Carolina Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices encourages all North Caro-
linians to take time to get their
annual flu vaccination. Accord-
ing to State Health Director Laura
Gerald, flu activity across the state
is at the highest levels recorded
in the past decade. Twelve flu-re-
lated deaths already have been re-
ported in the state.

“It is very unusual for us to
see this many deaths so early in
the flu season,” Dr. Gerald said.
“This year’s vaccine is well-
matched to the strains of flu we
are seeing in North Carolina so
we strongly recommend that
anyone over six months old be
vaccinated.”

Flu outbreaks have been re-
ported in schools and long-term
care facilities across the state. Al-
though everyone is at risk, flu can
be especially dangerous for peo-
ple at high risk of complications,
including pregnant women, peo-
ple with chronic diseases, very
young children and the elderly.
HCP’s Eckerd Living Center

Due to increase activity in
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influenza in the residents of Eck-
erd Living Center (ELC), High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital is asking
that family and friends limit visi-
tations to the Hospital, Living Cen-
ter and the Emergency Depart-
ment. In particular, HCH is re-
questing that visits be limited to
only terminally ill patients and
residents for a period of 10 days or
upon further notice.

HCH has implemented this
precaution for the protection of
patients, residents, family mem-
bers, and the public in general.

The decision is based on rec-
ommendations from ELC Medi-
cal Director Dr. John Baumruck-
er and Infection Control Special-
ist, Cindy Barloga, RN.

“In spite of excellent ‘flu shot’
vaccination rates for both resi-
dents and staff, the influenza vac-
cination has not prevented all cas-
es but will likely lessen the dura-
tion and the severity of the illness,”
said Barloga. “The patientsand res-
idents are our first priority and
their health and safety is para-
mount.”

Limiting visitations is a stan-
dard precaution taken during flu
season when flu activity reaches a
certain level. In addition, influen-
za can be controlled by frequent
hand washing and the use of prop-
er respiratory etiquette. For more
information about visitations,
please call (828) 526-1200.

=See FLU page 10

On Monday, Jan. 7, the Ap-
pearance Commission considered
two OEI applications — one to
build a porte-cochere on The
Lodge property on Spring Street
and one to enclose porch areas at
the spa on Main Street.

The porte-cochere is to be
built over the existing drop-off and
walkway areas leading to the en-
trance of The Lodge to protect pa-
trons during inclement weather.

Because is represents new

=See PROJECTS page 3

No snow but lots of rain

More than 7 inches of rain has fallen since Sunday so area
rivers are raging and Lake Sequoyah is full. On Wednesday
Superintendent Jim Duncan delayed school countywide for
two hours due to water over several roads and the early morn-
ing rain. He said the delay promoted safety for student driv-
ers, bus drivers, and bus riders. See weather videos at http://
www.highlandsinfo.com/WeatherArchives.htm

Photo by Jim Lewicki

Town holds firm on utility policy

A couple of weeks before
Christmas, area pastors met to dis-
cuss the consequences of how the
town’s increase in utility rates has
affected citizens; particularly the ter-
mination of services for many. They
formally requested the Town Board
to consider reinstating the town’s
unofficial policy of accepting what
citizens can pay during the winter
months.

However Town Manager Bob
Frye said he has not been instruct-
ed to deviate from the official poli-

cy.

“We are proceeding with our
collection policy. The November
disconnect list had 208 delinquent
customers, the December list which
we are wrapping up now has 48 de-
linquent customers on it. At this
point there has been no discussion
concerning allowing people to slide
until spring,” he said.

Frye said as of Jan. 1 there are
17 remaining on the disconnect list
which went into effect Tuesday,
Dec. 4 and they are all second homes
OWners.

— Kim Lewicki
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County
postpones
‘park’
purchase

At the Monday, Jan. 14 con-
tinued Macon County Commis-
sion meeting, commissioners
deliberated long and hard on
whether to proceed with the pur-
chase of the Parker Meadows
property —a purchase the board
voted unanimously to make on
Nov. 13, 2012.

The county had 60 days —
until Jan. 14 —to do due diligence
prior to closing which was sup-
posed to happen Jan. 29.

Since public money is be-
ing used, the county must com-
plete an archeological study and
commissioners voted to get those
results before committing — in
case the study unearths some-
thing that could increase overall
development costs, making the
deal fiscally unattractive.

The board OK'd no more
than $42,000 to conduct the
study which, weather permitting,
could take six weeks. The seller
modified the agreement to pur-
chase and to extend the due dili-
gence time to April 15 with clos-
ing April 30.

The 48-acre site on Old Pat-
ton Road — the former Parker
Meadows Farm —is available in
ashort sale for $550,000—a price

=See PARK page 5
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We need our
magistrate back!

Dear Editor,

I am responding to the article in the
Jan. 10 edition entitled “Judge Downs to
fight for local magistrate.”

If Judge Downs of the Superior of NC,
and Chief Harrell of Highlands Police De-
partment, aren't able to persuade the elect-
ed officials of the State of North Carolina
to re-instate our part-time Magistrate's po-
sition into the state's budget, then the
Town of Highlands and Macon County will
end up footing the bill for the loss.

At the very least, with no local Magis-
trate to process late night charges and ar-
rests, Highlands Police Department will
have to pick up the tab by adding extra
officers to the night shift payroll.

With citizen Patrick Taylor's steadfast
service in that position, the town has been
able to get by with only two HPD officers
on night duty, with an extra officer or two
on holidays and busy weekends. If asingle
officer has to take at least two to three
hours, more in some cases, to transport a
suspect to Franklin for processing and ap-
pearance before a magistrate for all charg-
es, then Highlands will be left vulnerable
and unprotected for those hours unless it
puts more officers on the night shift pay-
roll.

It should also be noted that Macon
County typically only provides one sher-
iff's deputy for night duty for all the areas
surrounding Highlands and beyond. That
makes a total of only three law enforce-
ment officers for our area on a typical night
shift.

Not only did the part-time magis-
trate's position give us an officer of the
court on standby duty on a 24/7 basis, it
was also cost effective. It is short-sighted of
the state and will cost substantially more
if this position is not situated and staffed
in Highlands. Whatever the State of NC
erroneously perceives that it may save by
this action, the town and county will pay
for in spades. This process will also be cum-
bersome and costly to deliver efficacious
law enforcement

There are other advantages for High-
lands, and its visitors, to having one of our
own local citizens in this important judi-
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cial position for review of HDP cases. The
public's rights and interests are best pro-
tected and served by having this impor-
tant state function conveniently located
in town and by having the position filled
by a citizen of Highlands. The efficacy of
local law enforcement will be diminished
if all cases require processing in Franklin,
especially minor cases.

Local citizens should contact our
state representatives and other officials,
in an effort to have the position of a local
magistrate reinstated. Having the state
provide this necessary judicial function
in a geographically practical manner is
its obligation, and allows us asa town and
county to deliver more efficient police
protection.

Our citizens should speak up, and
special note taken of those representatives
who do not support our part time magis-
trate's position. Having Patrick Taylor in
this position locally, has been a vital link
in maintaining the peace and tranquility
we have enjoyed and that we deserve and
will continue to demand.

If this short-sighted approach to the
State of North Carolina's obligations to
its citizens isn't overturned through the
much appreciated efforts of Judge Downs
and Chief Harrell, then it will prove to be
another, exercise of poor economic fore-
sight, as well as, poor administration of
state law enforcement policy in our area.

The people of Highlands have reason
to ask: Why has there not been more ac-
tion from local elected officials in an ef-
fort to preserve this important judicial
function and position of Magistrate? Why
has this been allowed to happen without
more official resistance from our Town
Hall dignitaries?

Charlie Dasher
Highlands

Satire is fiction

Dear Editor,

I can’t believe I'm doing this again.
I'm in my eighth year writing satire for
this newspaper but | guess some will nev-
er catch on. But | refuse to give up on those
who are dense and lack any sense of hu-
mor. Nor will I publicly be called outasa
racist when I’'m not.

Satire is fiction. We take real occur-
ring events and build folly or distortions
around it, poking fun. Because the topics
are usually sensitive, some readers laugh

=See LETTERS page 6
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Violet Morris Betz

Violet Morris Betz, 90, died peacefully
onJanuary 10, 2013. She was a mother and
home-maker, and the wife of Charles Ed-
ward Betz, a musician and music teacher
who died in 2002.

She grew up in North Carolina, and
met her husband in Chicago during World
War 1l where he was serving in the U. S.
Navy. She lived for many years and raised a
family in Connecticut, then moved to Flor-
ida and to Highlands in 2002 when her
husband died; she has lived in Indianawith
her daughter since last year.

During her time in Highlands, she was
grateful for her friends in the community
and in the First Presbyterian Church and
the Highlands Roadrunners Club, as well
as the dedicated staff at Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital’'s Health Tracks and the vol-
unteers who faithfully brought her Home
Delivered Meals.

She is survived by son Richard Betz
and daughter-in-law Martha Betz of High-
lands, daughter Lorraine Garrett of Clin-
ton, IN, five beloved grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren; her son Frederick, a
Marine Corps veteran, died in 1980.

Interment and graveside services will
be held in Kissimmee, Florida at a later
date.

Thomas Walter Cox

Thomas Walter Cox bornJuly 10,1930
in Gainesville, Georgia died January 12,
2013 in Naples, Florida. Tom is survived
by his loving wife Brenda Margaret Harri-
son Cox, sons Stan Cox, Greg Cox and
Dave Cox. Those who know Tom and Bren-
dawill understand a friend’s observation
that their 60 years of marriage was one of
the world's great love stories.

Tom will be remembered for his love
of his family, generosity of spirit, commit-
ment to his friends, and his quickness of
wit. Tom retired early from sales and along
with Brenda started Highlands House of
Coffee in Highlands, N.C., a choice which
allowed him the beloved freedom to spend
cool summers in Highlands and warm win-
ters in Naples, Florida the last 26 years of
his life.

Tom served this community through
First United Methodist Church, the Lions
Club and volunteered with Give Kids the
World, the Salvation Army and Habitat for
Humanity. He served in the U.S. Navy on
the USS Coral Sea.

Tom’s memorial service will be held
Thursday January 17 at 10:30 in the chapel
at the First United Methodist Church,
Gainesville, Georgia. All are welcome.

The family requests that those wish-
ing to make donations in Tom’s name make
them to the Child Care Center operated by
the Salvation Army of Naples, Florida
(http://www.uss.salvationarmy.org/uss/
www_uss_naples.nsf).

Leesa Lynn Crisp

Leesa Lynn Crisp, age 55, of Highlands,
NC doed Saturday, January 12, 2013. Born
in Marion Co., IN, she was the daughter of
James N. Scottand Mary Louise Knight Scott
of New Castle, IN.

She is survived by her husband of 25
years, Charles "Chuck" Crisp of Highlands,
NC; two daughters, Michele Martin and
husband Josh, of Woodstock, GA., Krista
Chapman and husband Justin of Ball
Ground, GA; one son David Crisp and wife
Alyson of Asheville, NC; four grandchil-
dren, Rachel and Zachary Chapman and

Karson and Emory Martin; one sister, Karin
Potts, of Highlands, NC, and two brothers,
Lance Scott, of Fort White, FL and Michael
Scott of Micanopy FL.

Leesa was a homemaker who loved
cooking and singing. She was a loving wife,
mother, sister and grandmother.

A memorial service was held Tuesday,
January 15, 2013 in the Chapel of Bryant-
Grant Funeral Home in Highlands with
Rev. Matt Shuler officiating. Burial will be
in the Highlands Memorial Park at a later
date.

Memorial donations may be made to
the ASPCA, PO Box 96929, Washington, DC
20090.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home was in
charge of arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be made at
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

... PROJECTS continued from page 1

construction, according to the town’s Unified Development Ordinance, a special use
permit (SUP) is needed from the Zoning Board (which heard the case Wednesday, Jan.
9) preceded by arecommendation from the Appearance Commission.

The porte-cochere doesn’t affect the property’s built upon both because it’s covering
an area that is already impervious and also because the built upon is 70% so there is

plenty of leeway. =See PROJECTS page 11
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e LOOKING AT LIFE

The greatest generation...the winter of 1945 (Part 1)

(It's the winter of 1945. World War 2 has
just ended. | am nine years old and live in the
Highlands area of Louisville, KY. My parents
own and operate a mom and pop restaurant in
a working class neighborhood. My best friend
is my dog, Frisky, a mutt terrier mix.)

t was just after 2 PM when | noticed a few
Isnowflakes blowing past my classroom win
dow in a strong wind. The skies were dark
gray and | knew what that meant. This would be
our first snow of winter and | had not even
cleaned my sled yet. The last time | saw it, it was
leaning against the coal bin in the cellar.

I watched the minute hand inch ever so

slowly toward the two o'clock mark and won-

Whole
Life

Stop by and see our wide selection of
Local Organic Produce,
Specialty Gourmet Foods, Quality
Supplements, Organic Body Care,
Natural Health Books & References, &
Local Hand-Crafted Gifts.

"For a Healthier Life"

On the Corner of Foreman Rd. & Hwy. G4E
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Sarurdays 11 am - 4 pm

Call 526-5999

dered whether Frisky, my loving
terrier, would be waiting for me
at the school’s front entrance.
Using the eraser on my pencil as
a drumstick, | thumped away as
| stared out the window at the
blowing snow.

“Fred Cleaver Wooldridge
Junior, what are you doing look-
ing out the window? Come up
here this instant and show me
your paper,” Sister Marianne or-
dered with her stern voice of
authority. | slid from my desk,

ment.

At the stroke of two, the
same large hallway alarm bells
that sometimes signaled an air
raid drill, rang loudly on all
three floors of the Saint Bridget's
School in Louisville, KY, an-
nouncing the end of another
school day. Classroom doors
burst open and children poured
into the hallways and down ev-
ery staircase. The snow outside
had picked up butwas still blow-
ing about in strong winds and

took another quick look outside
and headed for her desk with pa-
per in hand.

“You have only answered 12 of the 25

math problems and | can see that at least two of

them are incorrect,” Sister said, shaking her head.
“If you ever want to make something of your-
self, you had better get to work. You cannot sur-
vive in this world without math.” She hesitated
while deciding what to do with me. “For staring
at the clock and looking out the window, you
will stay after school, finish your paper and then
clean the blackboards. Now go back to your seat
and get to work. | don’'t want to see your head
come up from your paper. Is that clear, young
man?”’

“Yes, Sister,” was always my standard an-
swer, even when | knew | was right. But in Sis-
ter's eyes, it seemed as if | was never right. In
this case, though, she caught me goofing off so
I couldn’t complain, not that | ever would. |
couldn't even tell my parents about my goofing
off since they would dish out another punish-

not sticking.

When the last student had
left my classroom, Sister closed the door, shut-
ting out the hallway noise. She walked slowly
to my desk and asked, “How many do you have
left?”

“Eight more subtraction problems and
that's it,” | replied without looking up from my
paper.

“That's enough for now. Do the restat home
along with your homework assignment but give
me the math problems first thing in the morn-
ing. Do you understand?” she asked.

As usual, she got my pat “Yes, Sister” re-
sponse. But even back then, | couldn’t keep my
big mouth shut. As she turned to walk away, |
blurted, “My dad is mad at you for taking down
the Hitler and Tojo pictures. He thinks they're
the devil’s helpers just like you do. He says the
pictures should stay up for a 100 years.”

Sister Marianne ignored my remarks and
said, “Start on the erasers and I'll get you a buck-
et of water.” Just then a student from another
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grade burst into my classroom and announced,
“Sister, Sister, Frisky is running around in the
hallway. Someone let him in. He’s looking for
Freddy. Can | put him out, please, please,
please?”

Sister Marianne looked outside and no-
ticed the wind had stopped and snow was fall-
ing harder now. All of Hepburn Ave. had a thin
layer of snow covering it. “No, bring Frisky in
here and he can wait until Freddie finishes his
work.”

When Frisky arrived, he leaped up for me
to catch him. He slammed his body against
my clean white uniform shirt. “Holy Moly,
he’s soaking wet. I'm goin’ get killed when 1
get home,” | yelled.

“Settle your dog down and get busy on
the blackboards. The snow is picking up even
harder now and | didn’t bring my galoshes,”
Sister said. While | worked feverishly on the
erasers and blackboards, Frisky sniffed out the
entire classroom, looking for any morsel a stu-
dent may have dropped.

By the time I finished the last blackboard,
the other five were already dry and without a
single chalk mark. Grinning, | turned to face
my teacher, hoping she would dismiss me.
“Sit down there in the front row, Freddy. | have
something to say to you,” Sister said. This was
definitely not good, | was about to get another
lecture on my misbehavior. | slid into an “A”
student’s seat in the front row.

“I want you to tell your dad that while |
appreciate him agreeing with my posters, it is
now time to forgive and forget,” Sister spoke.
“The war is over and fortunately we won the
fight to keep our freedoms. Both Hitler and
Tojo are dead. They are God’s problem and not
oursanymore. It'snow atime for healing. That's
why | took the posters down. If your dad has
questions, ask him to call me.”

| sat quietly for a few seconds and pon-
dered her remarks hoping | would get it right
when | passed on the message. When she got
up from her desk, | blurted, “My dad says he’'ll
never forgive the Japs for what they did to us.
Not even in a 100 years.”

Sister Marianne walked slowly to the
cloak room and put on her large black coat. It
was a short walk from the school to the con-
vent where she lived. She smiled at me, watch-
ing me struggle with my pea coat. Frisky knew
the coat well and knew it was time to go out
and play. He started doing his typical circles
on the floor, whining.

Leaving the cloak room, Sister said, “It
will take a long time for us to get over this war,

«See WOOLDRIDGE page 14
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It’s likely Congress will cave when it comes to gun control

ashooting rampage took the
lives of 20 children and six
adults at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary in Newtown, CT. Demands
for meaningful gun control are
waning. Politicians are sniffing
the air and deciding they have
more to lose by supporting leg-
islation than by opposing it.
Gun lobbyists are breath-
ing easier, sensing the will to
impose restrictions on the sale
of assault weapons and high ca-

I t has been one month since

mentum. Democrats remember

all to well the political cost of passing sim-
ilar legislation in 1994, the year Republi-
cans, not coincidentally, took control of Con-
gress without firing a shot. Pro-gun voters
are far more likely to punish members for
passing legislation than gun control advo-
cates are to punish them for inaction. The
passion of gun owners, combined with the
resources of the NRA, is a powerful weapon
against Congressmen whose principal in-
terest is reelection.

As each day passes, the visceral horror
associated with the mass murder abates just
a little. The window for reform is narrow
and will soon slam shut. The question re-
mains, what is the proper response to trage-
dies like this? Mass murder has occurred
before and will happen again.

We can all agree on two things. First,
such carnage would be impossible without
rapid-fire assault weapons with high-capac-
ity magazines. Second, these crimes are not

Dr. Henry Salzarulo

L J
Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
pacity magazines has lost mo- hsalzarulo@aol.com

carried out by the millions of law
abiding American gun owners,
but by mentally ill people. Advo-
cates of gun control ask, it seems
rhetorically, why a hunter needs
an assault rifle with a 30-round
mag to shoot a deer. The answer
is not that he is a poor shot. The
answer is that he has no need of
such a weapon for hunting. Citi-
zens buy assault weapons for pro-
tection; the more fire power, the
better. There are millions of Amer-
icans who believe their govern-
ment is incapable of protecting
them and millions more who see
their government as the enemy. Even if we
ignore the zombie threat, that leaves a lot of
people who believe they need to protect
themselves.

There has been some thought to trying
to prevent guns from getting into the hands
of lunatics, while preserving the right to gun
ownership for the rest of us (them). The leg-
islation which eventually passes will proba-
bly ban high capacity magazines, but permit
the sale of assault weapons. There will be an
emphasis on expanded background checks
and evaluation of mental health. | have no
idea how a gun dealer will determine the
mental health of a client. Most of the dealers
are at least a little crazy themselves. Medical
confidentiality would almost certainly pre-
clude access to a buyer's psychiatric history,
and it's probable the mass murderers have
no previous documented psychiatric history
anyway.

Our mental health system in this coun-

Cyprus

International Cuisine
50% off Chophouse Menu through

January!

Dinner 7 days a week

5-10p

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center

526-4429

www.cyprushighlands.com

Coffeee Espresso Drinks
Smoothies  Frozen Yogurt
Paninis « Baked Goods
Cyprus Salads To Go

On Main Street
7 days aweek » 7 ato 6 p « 526-0020

try is in a shambles. Some believe the Sandy
Hook shootings were triggered by the shoot-
er's Mother's attempt to have him involun-
tarily committed, but how is a gun dealer to
determine the mental health of a customer?
Guns are sold at gun shops, Walmart, online,
and at gun shows. Congress may approve feel-
good legislation expanding both background
checks and access to psychiatric services, but
that's a net with gaping holes.

I met my first survivalist in 1973. |
thought he was crazy as a coot. He made his
six-year-old twins train with 22-caliber rifles
with life ammunition in preparation for what
he called the "imminent end.” It turns out it
wasn't so imminent. The movement has
grown. Once in a while one of them snaps.
Or it may be a kid who's tired of being bul-
lied, or who hates his folks, or who didn't
make the football team. The only possible
choke point is access to weapons, not psychi-
atric histories and background checks. Is it
appropriate to hinder Americans access to
military-style weapons to prevent a looney
from obtaining one? Congress will decide,
with considerable help from the NRA.
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... PARK continued from page 1

Commissioners Ron Haven and Paul Higdon think is too high. The value of the proper-
ty is $750,000 —$800,000 is owed on the property.
Macon County is eligible for a 50% match grant from the NC Parks and Recreation

Fund (PARTF), $500,000 per granting cycl
Jan. 31 and the next begins Aug. 1.

e, up to $1 million in total. One cycle ends

To get the full $500,000 this go around, the county agreed to present basic facts and
assurances that it will spend at least $500,000.

Consequently, for the purposes of the grant, the county is agreeing to spend $617,576
which when added to the PARTF funds of $500,000, will purchase the property, fund

=See PARK page 11
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490 CAROLINA WAY
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

828-526-8500

Authentic Thai Cuisine

Now OPEN
WED-MON 11:30-4
& 5:30 - UNTIL

WWW.GHANGRI.COM
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Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon!

shearl Produce
—@9Pe /v

Also, jams, jellies, cheese, Florida citrus, apples, gift baskets and more!

Open Year Round Mon.-Sat. 8:30a-7p and Sun. 9a-6p
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. = 828-369-0541
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

* HS SPORTS *

NANTAHALA

The Original Zickgraf Flooring Outlet

Even better than beforel!
Now your one-stop flooring outlet: ceramic,
carpet, arearugs, resilient & luxury tile, too!

Lowest Prices Period!!

IntroducingJeff Nelson: 25 years experience with
carpet and tile! Call 828-342-7902 for prices & appt.

And as always ... featuring:
Hardwood, Engineered,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

Also offering Cabinets
(SOLID WOQOD)

Unfinished Red Oak and Hickory builder- grade options,
as well as Pre-finished custom cabinets at big-box store
non-wood prices!

Solid Unfinished — Starting at $0.89
Solid Pre-finished — Starting at $1.29
Laminate — Starting at $1.09
Vinyl — Starting at $0.77

WELLS GROVE —__ + =791 ULCO DR.

&
DEPOT ST Lo,
w

Z The Franklin Press — ™
Z ]
= ~
o, o
- V.A. Clinic

791 Ulco Drive e Franklin, NC
Office: (828) 369-9781 « Fax: (828) 524-6888

Hot Spot

2 Monday - Friday,

8am - 5pm
Saturday, 8am - Noon

Lady Highlanders drop two

By Ryan Potts

The Highlands Lady High-
landers dropped a pair of tough
gamesto Robbinsville and Hiwas-
see Dam this week.

Thursday evening, the Lady
Highlanders hosted the Lady
Knights from Robbinsville in a
non-conference matchup. High-
lands came out ready to play, and
only trailed 13-9 at the end of the
first quarter. A low scoring second
quarter for both teams sent High-
lands to the half only trailing by 6,
and the Highlanders were able to
cut the lead to two at one pointin
the third quarter.

Unfortunately, the Lady High-
landers ran out of gas down the
stretch, as Robbinsville outscored
them 22-10 in the fourth quarter
to pull away with a 57-34 victory.
Emily Shuler led Highlands with
9 points.

On Monday, the Highlanders
hosted Hiwassee Dam in an im-
portant conference matchup, but
the experience and depth of the
Lady Eagles proved to be too much
for ayoung Highlands squad. Hi-
wassee Dam used a 12-0 second
quarter run to build a large lead
and never look back in a 67-29
victory. Ann Marie Crowe, Kirstyn
Lamb and Whitney Billingsley all
scored 8 for the Lady Highland-
ers.

Highlanders upset
Robbinsville, crush
Hiwassee Dam

The Robbinsville Black
Knightsrolled into Highlands on
Thursday night ranked 9th in the
state, but were upset by a gritty
Highlanders squad.

Highlands opened the game
on a 10-0 run, knocking the
Knights back on their heels in the
opening minutes. Even after Rob-
binsville settled in, Highlands ex-
panded the lead to as many as 18,
and led by 16 at the half. In the
second half, Robbinsville pushed
back hard, getting as close as three
in the final minute. However, the

Highlanders were 8-8 from the FT
line in the final minutes, includ-
ing 6-6 from sophomore guard
Kenan Lewis to secure a 58-51 vic-
tory. Lewis led Highlands with a
career high 16, and Tyler Munger
added 11.

On Monday, Highlands
looked for a little payback against
a Hiwassee Dam after blowing a
13 point second half lead over at
Hiwassee Dam earlier this season.
After a tight first quarter that saw
Highlands take a one point lead,
the Highlanders used an 18-4 run
to open up an 18 point halftime
lead.

This time would be different
for Highlands, as they pushed out
the lead further by the start of the
fourth quarter to ensure that there
would be no Eagle comeback ina
64-35 victory. Tyler Munger had
17 points for Highlands, Taylor
Osteen had 14 points and 4 steals
and Brent Amundrud added 11.
The win puts the Highlanders in
first place in the Little Smoky
Mountain Conference, and sets
up ashowdown with Blue Ridge
at the end of the season to clinch
asecond straight LSMC Champi-
onship.

... LETTERS from
page 2

while others grow angry, depend-
ing on their point of view. That’s
the very nature of satire. Don’'t my
critics ever watch satirist perform
on TV? Do they think the events
portrayed are true?

When more intellectual
readers see my column titled
“Laughingat Life,” they know the
events depicted never occurred.
The few times | write serious
stuff, the columniistitled “Look-
ing at Life.” Again, satire is fic-
tion and sometimes brings out
the crazies. I usually brush away
the hate mail and continue to live
the wonderful life I'm experienc-
ing. But when self-righteous
Highlands’ white men, maybe
even anti-Semitic white men, put
pen to paper and call me aracist,
I must respond.

If you're a critic, see if you
can grasp this. Before my retire-
ment, | was a white male police-
man for a sizable South Florida
police department for more than
28 years. In the beginning, the
power structure was predomi-
nately Jewish and I'll get into that
in justa moment.

I started at the bottom walk-
ing a beat, studied hard and
obeyed my orders. | diligently

=See LETTERS page 9

A& ¥ MARTY ¥ KIMSEY

TEAM

Kimsey Company, Realtors

Western NC Real Estate Leader for 32 Years

- P Thousands of Acres Sold!
‘ By Hundreds of Homes Sold!

(828) 524-3500

AR | o |

Call for yours to be Next!
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Highlands 2012 Real Estate Market Report

any of you have asked about the real estate market
on the Highlands plateau. To give you a historical

perspective, we put together the stats comparing
2012 for Highlands over the last five years:

Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Number of sales 158 88 92 68 102 121

Days on market 234 253 300 307 364 434

Med. Price  $557,500 $492,750 $576,153 $550,000 $440,000 $425,000
Avg. price  $824500 $687,636 $707995 674287 $572,129 $565586
IFore..'SS 0 0 10 8 22 29

We had a three year run from 2005 through 2007 when Lynn Kimball
real estate in Highlands, like much of the country, saw peadows Mountain Realty
competing offers and significant increases in property val-
ues. Looking at 2007 compared to 2012, the median price is down 22% and the average
price is down 30% - real declines in values. The list to sale ratio for the median pricing
is 86%. The median numbers are the more important ones to consider because the
average number is very influenced by the numbers on the extreme. The median number
is less influenced. For instance, there are 5 people whose ages are 1, 2, 3, 4 and 55. If we
want a single number that represented this group's age ...the average would be 13. Well,
13isaterrible representation of the set. On the other hand, the median of this group is
3, which is a more accurate representation of the entire group's age. In real estate, the
same principle applies.

Another distressing number is the increasing days on the market for a sold home —
an increase of 96% since 2007. Even more alarming is the average days on market for
unsold homes currently on the market - 583 days with some homes on the market over
2000 days.

This past week there was a lot of hype in the media regarding the news of home
prices up across the country. Only five states reported no increase and of those, only one
feeds our market — Alabama. We were behind the curve for the real estate bust — ours
came in 2010 instead of 2008, and we believe that we will be a bit behind the curve in our
recovery of home prices as well. If Congress and our President keep us from going over
the fiscal cliff, we should see buyers coming out of the woodwork, as there seems to be a
fairamount of pent-up demand, particularly from the upper end buyers.

Following are the 2012 for residential closed sales compared to 2011, plus an ac-
counting of unsold homes on the market. 2012 211 [ Unsaid
There were 25 land sales with a median sale | $300€ 8under |39 27 | 65
price of $51,000, 10 of which were distressed. There | $301K-$500K 0 M | 121
are currently 224 home sites on the market with an | $501K-$750K 30 16 [
average of 1232 days on market. $T5IK$1H [ 11 [&

There were 17 condo sales with amedian sale [ $TH-$2 15 1 |7
price of $480,000, 6 of which were distressed. There | $2M & over 0 0 |2
are currently 69 condos on the market with an av- Totals 20 102 |45
erage of 738 days on market.

Itisimportant for you to have all of the facts which affect your property even if it is
not currently for sale. Whether it is your portfolio of stocks or your investment in real
estate, we believe that with good information, you can make good decisions for your
important assets.

MSN Money and Case-Shiller reports the following Returns on Investment from
January 2000 to December 2012:

DOW: +19.1%. S & P: +1.5% NASDAQ: -23.6% REAL ESTATE: +46.2%

The most important factor in selling a property today is to price it “right” in the
market over the short term (6 months to a year), which means pricing competitively
with other unsold properties. The most important factor in buying a property today is to
look over the long term before prices and interest rates increase.

e You are invited to visit our user friendly websites at www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com
and www.SignatureProperties-NC.com. Meadows Mountain Realty has two locations, on
Church Street in the Old Edwards Inn complex and on the Cashiers Road across from
Highlands Falls Country Club. Lynn Kimball may be reached at 828-421-8193 or by email
at Lynn@MeadowsMtnRealty.com.
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SUNDAYS

CHICKEN SKILLET

LUNCH AT
MOUNTAIN
FRESH

GROCERY

FRESH, HAND CUT,

HAND-BREADED CHICKEN

COOKED IN A CAST IRON
SKILLET.

SERVED WITH GREEN
BEANS, MASHED POTATOES
AND GRAVY AND A WARM

HONEY BISCUIT.

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 11AM
UNTIL WE SELL OUT.

$8.95 per person

STORE HOURS:
7AM-8PM MONDAY - SATURDAY,
8AM-6PM SUNDAY

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400
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* SPRITUALLY SPEAKING®

Liberty of
conscience .
under attack '?

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presyberian Church

ur nation is under going a philosophical change.

\When this nation was founded the philosophical

line of thought was grounded in the Judeo-Chris-
tian tradition. One of the great principles of that tradition,
which shaped much of how our nation was built, was lib-
erty of conscience.

Many of the Reformers gave their very lives for this
principle. They took a stand against Pope and King that the
church nor the government had a right to bind their con-
science. They held to what the Scripture taught in Acts 5:29,
"We ought to obey God rather than men."

The Reformation was not a war with the church and
the Pope, as much as, it was a struggle to be witnesses of
God for Jesus Christ. Yes, they fought against the Pope and
the authority of Rome, and many in the political world
liked the idea of weakening the power of Rome. But when
they saw that it was not just Rome that the Reformers re-
fused to follow but also the governments that wanted to
control religion, they became very strong in their persecu-
tion of the Reformers. These Reformers believed that God
alone is the Lord of the church and of men’s consciences.
They declared very boldly that they were "bought with a
price” and they would not be "servants of men" (I Corin-
thians 7:23).

I believe that in our day, we face a problem brought on
by this idea of liberty of conscience. The principle of sepa-
ration of church and state comes out of this doctrine. The
idea our forefathers had was that the State should have no
power to bind the consciences of men. Thomas Jefferson
explained that there was a porous wall between state and
church. It allowed the exchange of ideas but prohibited the
State’s control of the church. The forefathers believed that a
man’s conscience should be free from the state, when it
came to what they believed concerning God.

Today, we see the State trying to control the minds of
men with economic slavery through welfare, through the
total control of education and now through control of health
care. They are trying to remove the church from the public
arena altogether. This was never the intention of our forefa-
thers. That is why Jefferson said the wall was porous, the
forefathers believed they needed the influence of the reli-
gious dialogue on the hearts of men. The church was free to
exercise influence on the government through its preach-
ing and teaching but the government was not free to inhib-
it the church. What is happening today is that this whole
idea is being turned upside down and with that comes the
binding of men’s consciences. Therefore, it is very impor-

=See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 13

John 3:16

e PLACES TO VWORSHIP ®

Proverbs 3:5

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School - 10 a.m., Worship—11
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting—7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship—11

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm
Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.—Worship

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011
Worshipping at the facilities of Whiteside Presbyterian Church,
Cashiers
Sun.: Holy Communion - 9 a.m.; Adult Forum - 10:45 at Buck's
Coffee Cafe, Cashiers
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper athomes - 6 p.m.

Wed.: Men's Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church
Thurs.: Women's Prayer Group - 10 a.m., Whiteside Presbyterian
Church; Healing Service at noon
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship—11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School
10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children's Program,.
10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker « 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite
II, (sanctuary), 10:30 am
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School -9:30 a.m.

Wed.: Men's Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting—6:15 p.m.,
Choir-5p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bo wman, Pastor e 526-3175
Sun.: Worship — 11 a.m.; Sun. 8:30a communion service June-
Labor Day; School —9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m.—Men'’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays — Choir—7
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School - 10 am, Worship Service — 11 am
Bible Study—6 pm
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor
828-421-9172+ 165 S. Sixth Street

Sundays: Worship—11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. Fourth Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: School 9:30 a.m.; Morning Worship 10:45 a.m., Evening

Worship, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth Group 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15—children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15—
Adult chair (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 - Women's Bible Study (nursery)

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road — 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;
Worship/Communion—10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 Sin Satolah
Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship—11
Choir—6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. -7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor: Clayton Lopez « 828-743-9704
Independent Bible Church
Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big Ridge
Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor — Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: - Sun: 11 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dwight Loggins
Sundays: School-10a.m.; Worship-11a.m. &7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. — 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore « 526-3212
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 10:45 a.m.; Worship -6

p.m.
Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth—7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship—11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study -7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive « 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5- 7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship—11




... LETTERS continued from page 6

worked my way up through the ranks.
During those years, | worked for both male
and female bosses who were from every
ethnic group. | know I don’t have to re-
mind my common sense readers how
multi-cultured the Miami area has always
been. In time, | watched the city’s power
structure slowly change from Jewish to
Hispanic. It didn’t matter.

When I finally did retire, | was Chief
of the Criminal Investigations Division
and the department’s SWAT Commander.
I was also the go-to guy the Chief of Police
relied on for delicate matters, some of
them racial. One cannot achieve what |
accomplished by being a racist.

The Ii’'l missus and | are truly blessed
because, during the winter months, we
spend our time in a gated community in
North Palm Beach that is home to many
ethnics. They were here when we moved
in but who cares?

I love the Jewish people. | owe part of
my success as a policeman to them so |
guess my critics can add that to their hate
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list. More than just a few of our Jewish
friends have told us Highlands is anti-Semit-
ic. | know that because | make ita point to
ask them. Some report that while it's sub-
tle, it's definitely there. That’s a black eye
no one in Highlands wants to address. And
that's fine with me as long as I'm not called
outasaracist.

Highlands
Fine Consignments

Finest collection of NEW and select fine
consignments available in Highlands

On Carolina Way ....

Cabin
Couture

The piece | wrote for the Dec 27/Jan 3
newspaper was satire. | was poking fun of
the fact that Highlands is incapable of at-
tracting people of color to its town, there-
fore it would be a great place for an angry
old grumpy white man like me to hang out.
The spoof was and still is that everyone in
Highlands is hanging out with their own
kind. Look around, Highlanders. Where are
the people of color? | can’t believe I'm hav-
ing to explain this.

How white Highlanders can sit in
their ivory white towers and call me or any-
one aracist when they live in an anti-Semit-
ic town with zero black residents goes be-
yond pompous. | won't call them ignorant

=See LETTERS page 11

OPEN ALL WINTER
Fri. & Sat., 1la-4p
and by appointment
828-526-3742

King & twin beds,
bookshelves, small dining
tables, new dining pieces & chairs!

460 Carolina Way, Highlands

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

WHERE TO EAT

DINNER T0-GO

MON
CHOOSE EITHER:

Home Gifts
& Antiques

Open 10a to 5p
Friday & Saturdays
526-3909
468 Carolina Way

Join us for Wine & Cheese Happy Hour
Fridays and Saturdays!

EACH DINNER FEEDS A FAMILY OF FOUR

BREAKFAST/LUNCH/ESPRESSO BAR

FULL BREAKFAST UNTIL 10:30 EVERY DAY

BACON, EGGS, HASH BROWNS, WAFFLES
FRESH BAKED GOODS

LUNCH 1T TO 7 MON - SAT, 11 TO 4 SUN

FRESH BURGERS, GRILLED CHICKEN
SANDWICHES, HAND CUT FRIES,
HOMEMADE SOUPS, PANINI

DELI SANDWICHES

GARDEN SALADS DAILY SPECIALS

MEXICAN MONDAY: FOUR CHEESE AND FOUR CHICKEN ENCHILADAS, REFRIED
BEANS, MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED
LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM $17.95

oR
24 BUFFALO WINGS OR 2 LBS CHICKEN TENDERS AND HAND CUT FRIES $17.95
TUES
IN-HOUSE MADE ITALIAN SAUSAGE LASAGNA WITH A LARGE SALAD $17.95
WED
CHICKEN OR STEAK POT PIE AND A LARGE SALAD $%17.95
THURS
ROASTED MEATLOAF WITH MASHED POTATOES, GRAVY AND A LARGE SALAD $17.95
FRI
WILD CAUGHT FRIED SHRIMP, BAKED POTATOES, HUSH PUPPIES, AND COLESLAW
$20.95
SAT

IN-HOUSE SMOKED BBG, COLESLAW, APPLE AND BACON BAKED BEANS, AND
YEAST ROLLS $17.95

GRILL OPENS AT 11AM EVERY DAY.
SERVING MON-SAT TIL 7PM, SUNDAY TIL 4PM. FULL DELI OPEN ALL DAY,
INCLUDING PANINI, SOUPS AND CHILI

STORE HOURS: 7AM-BPM MON-S5AT, BAM-6PM SUNDAY

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY + CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400
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t's that time of the year, when everyone

seems to be either making New Year’s

resolutions, or already breaking them.
Many rush to join agym, full of great plans
and promises, only to rejoin the ranks of
the couch potato brigade a few months lat-
er. Statistics show the dropout rate at be-
tween 60-80%. Discouraging, isn’t it? If
physical activity is high on the list, the #1
New Year’s Resolution is still to lose weight.
Most of us could stand to lose a few — or
more than a few — pounds, and few times
of the year bring this home to us like the
end of the old year. After all, we've just come
off more than a month’s worth of pump-
kin pie and stuffing, followed by boozy
punch, Christmas cookies and all manner
of goodies that have your arteries scream-
ing “enough already!”

I looked at an old photo album last
week with dismay. There | was, tall and
leggy, and while I've never been skinny,
there certainly was much less of me than
now. My mother was mostly responsible
for the good health of the whole house-
hold. Her idea of dessert was an apple. We
did not drink soda, nor did we snack be-
tween meals. We rode our bicycles to
school. Unless the weather was bad, my
father rounded us up for a weekly hike in
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Snow meant

slirs

o Gourmet Cookware
o Fine Bakeware
o Quality Cutlery
o Gadgets & Utensils y
o Countertop Appliances
o German Stemware
o Full Bath & Bods lines!
o And MUCH MORE!

Open Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm & Sun 1 to 5pm
450 Main $t. Highlands, NC 828-526-5226

Thursday, Jan. 17, 2013 - 828-526-3228

e Just Hers *

Irresolute?

sledding, followed by
mugs of hot chocolate or
cider, and doing jigsaw
puzzles in front of aroar-
ing fire. For most of my
childhood, the only TV in
the house was in my par- [#
ents’ bedroom. Aswe were

not allowed to eat any-
where but the kitchen and
dining room, we didn’t
develop the habit of eat-
ing while watching tele-
vision.

The only time we
were allowed to eat in our
rooms was when we were sick. | seldom
remember my brother ever being ill, ex-
cept for the three Christmases in a row
when we both came down with the
mumps, measles, and chicken pox. On the
one occasion Dr. Anderson paid my moth-
er a house call, as | stood in the hallway
sobbing, convinced she was dying. Years
later, my father went to GE with walking
double pneumonia. No, the “sickie” in the
family was almost always me, plagued with
enlarged tonsils and chronic sore throats.
Iliness meant being moved to my parents’
room, for the special privilege of watching
TV during the day — something normally
forbidden in our household. I was propped
up with pillows, lost in what seemed to be
the biggest bed in the world. It almost com-
pensated for being alone for six hours, since
neither parent ever took time off to stay
with me. In those days — the late 50s and
early 60s —women in the workforce had
tofight to stay in their jobs, and taking time
off for their families was discouraged. |
watched the clock, waiting for 3:30pm,
when my mother would come home from
teaching. She usually treated me to all my
favorites - Campbell’s cream of mushroom
soup, Canada Dry ginger ale, and Sealtest
chocolate ice cream.

I don’t object to resolutions on princi-

Larry Rogers

(828) 526-2874

=

Construction Company, Inc. ﬁ:’/“
Excavating  Grading * Trucking
Trackhoe Backhoe ¢ Blasting « Utilities ™%

Michelle Mead-Armor
michiemead@aol.com

ple, but rather dislike the
timing. Ifagreat idea comes
| to you on April 17th that
might change your life for
the better, why wait until
next January 1st to imple-
mentit? For those of uswho
live in areas where January
usually means bad weather,
why compound the winter
glum with unreasonable
demands, like starvation
and Spandex? Perhaps the
negative attitude of “giving
something up” should be
replaced with a more posi-
tive one of taking on something fun. Surely
change is more palatable when it doesn’t
feel like a “time out” in the corner imposed
by a stern and humorless teacher or parent.

This year, | listened to many of my
friends complaining about the holiday
weight gains they were expecting. Already;,
their Thanksgiving plans were tainted by the
pie they would avoid, the gravy they
wouldn’t slather on the dressing they
wouldn’t take. Christmas was even worse!
No matter how much people would try to
force them to eat or drink, they would be
strong! They would prevail. If someone held
a cookie swap, they would say they were
going to Asheville for an appointment with
aspecialist. Office parties? Charity events?
They would limit themselves to seltzer wa-
ter and celery. Taking the “Christ” out of
Christmas? They'd already taken out the
“Merry.” Every time | ran into my friends at
the post office or the library, they would
mournfully wail about how much fun they
weren't having. “Oh, come off it!” | chided.
“Live a little! You can always get serious
about your weight in January. What will you
do when you're dying for eggnog, and it’s
July?” But, no, they were adamant, they could
not be deterred.

I, on the other hand, decided to take a
different approach. Not limiting what | ate;
I just tried to eat smaller bits of everything.
After all, life is not a “one size fits all” deal,
so why should food? Coming from a back-
ground of cognac, croissants, and camem-
bert, however, I've always thought that diet
foods — string cheese and rice cakes - were
asexciting as eating grout or industrial waste.
Surprisingly, giving up on this dieting ob-
session meant | rarely thought about food at
all. I stopped dreaming about my next meal,
and the one after that. Visions of sugar plums

did not dance in my head, nor did visions
of cheesecake, fois gras, and marzipan stol-
len.

The holidays over, | reconnected with
my friends who had spent their time with
family and friends. Their days had been
hectic, full of presents and visiting. Mine
had been spent mostly hunkering down
with Orion, listening to Christmas mu-
sic, watching TV, and chilling out. And
their diets, so dearly fought for? Most ad-
mitted gaining between 5 and 10 pounds.
And me? Awhole pound and a half. Reso-
lutions? I don't really go in for them, but if
I did, I know what would be at the top of
my list. To be kinder to folks, myself in-
cluded. Life is short, and as the saying goes,
uncertain. R.I.LP.? It may mean “Rest in
Peace” to you, but for me, it's “Relax, it’s
pizza!”

. FLU from page 1

It takes about two weeks for immu-
nity to develop after vaccination but it is
the safest and most effective way to pro-
tect against flu. Dr. Gerald recommends
that people: stay home when they are sick;
wash their hands regularly with soap and
water; cover coughs and sneezes with a
tissue and then discard the tissue prompt-
ly.

State-supplied flu vaccine isavailable
at no charge from most local health de-
partments and many providers. Becky
Barr of the Macon County Public Health
Dept. said the health department is cur-
rently out of flu vaccine, but may receive
more from the state.

Call 349-2081 to inquire as to the
current availability of flu shots at MCPH.

Barr said weekly statewide reports in-
dicate that flu is still high, but lower than
the previous week.

“Flu is not a reportable disease in
North Carolinaso there are no county level
numbers available; although some local
hospitals, private clinics, and long-term
care facilities may keep their own num-
bers of patients presenting with influen-
za like illness,” she said.

Statewide Updates:

» The geographic spread of flu was
widespread for week ending Jan. 5, 2013.

» Of the 28 samples submitted to the
State Laboratory of Public Health (SLPH)
for viral testing during the past week, 15
tested positive for influenza. Thirteen test-
ed positive for influenza A/H3 and two
tested positive for influenza A/H1(pdm)

< Hospital-based Public Health Epi-
demiologists (PHES) reported 282 posi-
tive influenza results for week ending Jan.
5:222 influenza A (not sub-typed), 32 in-
fluenza A/H3; 10 influenza B and 18 in-
fluenza A/H1 (pdm).

— Kim Lewicki



... PROJECTS continued from page 3

After a short discussion re-
garding height and construction
materials, the commission vot-
ed unanimously to approve the
plan.

Jimmy Teem, the county
fire inspector, requested that the
structure be tall enough to han-
dle emergency vehicles, includ-
ing fire trucks, so the porte-co-
chere is 13 feet, 4 inches high.

On Wednesday, the Zoning
Board made quick work of the
request, too, OKing the project
and issuing the required SUP.

Monday night the Appear-
ance Commission also consid-
ered a change to OEI’s spa facil-
ity on the main campus at Main
and South 4th Street. No other

... LETTERS continued from page 9

because | don't know them.

Highlands is so bigoted it
even harassed and drove away
the only Mexican female police-
woman it had. Unable to con-
tinue to work or live in High-
lands, she eventually turned in
her resignation. What shame!
Since childhood, all that lady
ever wanted to be was a High-
lands’ police officer. But she had
three strikes against her. She was
female and Hispanic. The third
strike was the ugly rumors start-
ed by white male officers about
her and our current chief of po-
lice. What trash! And I'm being
called aracist? This takes hypoc-
risy to a new level!

I am sorry to publicly air
Highlands' dirty laundry but this
isafight | did notwantor invite.
I know that the bigotry only in-
volves a handful of white males
with poison pens but I cannot
stand by and allow them to pub-
licly call me aracist. | must stand
and fight back and that’s what
I'mdoing.

Fred Wooldridge
Highlands and No.
Palm Beach.

Hawk cartoon

was misleading

Dear Editor,

I have pondered Karen
Hawk’s cartoon in the Dec. 27/
Jan. 3 issue.

I'm not sure what she had

board was required to visit the
plans.

OEl isenclosing the two ter-
races —the upper terrace adjacent
to the spa and the terrace next to
the spa relaxation room so both
can be used during the late fall and
winter months which will make
the area usable all year long.

The panels used to enclose the
upper terrace will match the pan-
els below and will be finished to
match.

The second enclosure will be
on the terrace next to the spa re-
laxation room. The space is par-
tially covered with a timber-frame
roof. The new design will extend
the roof over the balance of the
terrace and door panels will be
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installed into the side walls. The
panels stacking system design will
enable them to be opened when
weather permits.

OEI CEO Richard Delaney
said both these projects will en-
able the inn to make use of all its
square footage all year long.

Though the subject was ini-
tially contentious both at the No-
vember Planning Board meeting
and the regular December Town
Board meeting, at the Dec. 19 spe-
cial-called Zoning Board meeting,
at which Commissioners Gary
Drake, Brian Stiehler and John
Dotson were present, the board
unanimously approved OEI's spe-
cial use permitto develop the prop-
erty at 594 Main Street into asmall
eventvenue.

in mind, except to help those who
might have their power shut off.

However, it did not paint a
true picture of the generous peo-
plewho live here.

They are constantly helping
the needy with food, funds, ser-
vices, and support the arts. In fact,
we recently raised a lot of money
forafamily in Scaly who lost their
home to fire (thanks to some
bright young people in the high
school for a very successful spa-
ghetti supper).

All spring and summer there
are fundraisers. We can't let one
cartoon mislead the image of the
people supporting all the pro-
grams we support with love.

I'm proud to live here and feel
we are a caring community and
need to celebrate once in awhile,
with Thanksgiving.

Marian Beccue
Scaly Mountain

Take out the
pork

Dear Editor,

In response to Jim Hartje's let-
ter-to-the-editor in the Jan. 10 edi-
tion entitled “Remember this...”
Did Mr. Hartje really want our
Congressman Mark Meadows to
vote for all of the $23.8 billions
dollars of pork included in the Fed-
eral Flood Insurance program for
the victims of Hurricane Sandy?

Take out the pork - you'll get
the vote.

Is he really OK with spend-
ing that much money for all of the
unrelated pork? If so, why?

Thanks Congressman Mead-
ows for watching my money.

Patce Thornton
Highlands, NC

Wilhites
of Walhalla

Upholstery, drapery
and apparel fabrics,
notions, trimmings,
upholstery foam &
batting

Entire stock is 20%
off!
In-house trims &
remnantsare 30%

off!
Special ordersare
25% off!

Just down the mountain in
Walhalla SC
864-638-8498

Commissioner Dotson reg-
ularly attends zoning and plan-
ning board meetings but rarely
participates. At the Dec. 19 Zon-
ing Board meeting, however,
Commissioner Drake testified
that given the success of OEI's Pied-
mont House on South Street, the
venue planned on Main Street
will likely be successful, too,
which will be a “win-win” for
everyone.

The following conditions
were attached to the SUP:

A40-t. buffer be maintained
around the perimeter of the prop-
erty with the buffer on Horse
Cove Road maintained at all
times; no amplified sound; a max-
imum of four musical instru-
ments; a maximum of 40 people
attending per event; events cease
at10 p.m.;amaximum of 12 peo-
ple staying overnight on the prop-
erty; that the tree-top walkway be
removed; that no additional
buildings, except the 30'x30’ pa-
vilion be built; and that the prop-
erty maintain its residential feel
and character.

— Kim Lewicki

... PARK from 5

two adult ball fields, a multi-pur-
pose field (soccer), paved green-
way, playground, picnic pavilion,
and supporting infrastructure, a
total of $1.117,576 —for starters.

"This gives the county as
much flexibility as possible with
the understanding that this is not
a limitation, just that this is a
minimum the county will do,"
said County Attorney Chester
Jones.

The master plan for the prop-
erty provided by Mike Lavoy with
Alliance Consulting Engineers
comes in at $4.9 million but in-
cludes everything in the initial
grant plus two 4-field cloverleafs,
asplash pad, golf course, four fit-
ness stations, and much more.

“This is a two-fold vision,”
said Chairman Kevin Corbin, “A,
we need more recreation space
for citizens and B, is the econom-
ic development aspect so travel
league tournaments can come to
Macon County rather than go
elsewhere.”

The county has the highest

=See PARK page 13
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Center for Plastic Surgery

Best Face Forward...

" Lip Enhancement

Facelift

Browlift
Rhinoplasty
Mini Facelift
Skin Resurfacing

‘Neck Liposuction

Robert T. Buchanan, MD

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

Specializing in
Facial and Body Rejuvenation

209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202 Highlands, NC

526-3783 Or Toll Free: 877-526-3784
www. PlasticSurgeryToday.com
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. il __ J&M COLLISION CENTER
A @. Larry Houston [issss 1l i
< CWINER

Rock Work
Walls = Fireplaces = Patios = Piers T~ T,_ ; h : ;5;;;;;_;
All Rock Work = Stucco ' B Fas B38-787-1003

meallivioncenterverizon net

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop °

Custom Quilts
. Fabrics, Notions

ATLANMTIO SOUTH

et POIIER
— BY&ATEMS

LIGHTNING PROTECTION

20 years!
Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

oo
" Fax. 828-526-8764 (ate EMERGENCY GENERATORS
glmnws[;[s Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com h 4 526-9743 Highlands Electrical License # NC 188220  KOHLER Dealer # 2584550
John Shearl, Owner 1663 S. 4" St. Highlands Please Call for hours & directions www.ASPower S}I'Et'E'IT'IS. com = 828.526.0070

Grading & Excavating ¢ Certified Clearwater Contractor
www.wilsongrading.com

You know usas RUNNERS, but

don'tforgetwearealsoNC
REAL ESTATE BROKERS. .

You can counton us every step [
oftheway togetyoutothe [+
finish line.We train hard for

races, and we willwork equally

hard foryou!

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411
CountryClub Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

_' Miller's Plumb

Michael David Rogers

Native grown trees and plants
2, " Erosion Control Specialist
W 1 s, Landscape Installation

2L
W) -ff- ~=* & Maintenance

“§" * 515 Wyanoak Drive « Highlands
#,*  828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268
; }:"P( tinacrogers@frontier.com

Edwin Wilson Phone (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com Cell (828) 421-3643

Manley’s Towing
Service

g Service, LLC

ler, Owner
~ «Water Cop Installation

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, INnc.

24-Hour Towing & Winterization
Local and Long Distance Hauls 828-526-9325 * Remodels & New
Cell: 828-200-1139 Construction
Owner-Operator James Popcorn Manley email: allandearth@msn.com Cell 828-371-1707
526-0374 » 342-0583 NC Lic. # 28972 rsplumbing99@yahoo.com

Licensed Insured

PRO CLEAN SERVICES

Pressure Cleaning & More
Commercial & Residential

HIGHLANDS
AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE AND REPAIR
(828) 787-2360 i

2851 Cashiers Rd, Highlands « highlandsautomotive.com

o Th -

i Rl W Specials every day on:
% . Renovations &Remodels -~ * Window Cleaning ),
= ; Fire & Water Damage e * Janitorial S.e_rwces
“H ~Commercial Projects , Auto Detaling

215 N. 4th St. * Biohiand * Free Estimates

(828) 526-2412 « www.schmittbuilders.com (e B EFF NASS, Owner 828-455-6307

Russell Marling & Chris Hall, owners, welcome Tudor Hall, service manager
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Highlands Taxi

Highlands PD log entries from Dec. 31. Only the names of
persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor, or public officials
have been used.

Dec.31

At10:17 p.m., officers responded to a call about a missing person from
aresidence on Luceme Dr. A62-year-old man had fallen and cut his head and

Charlie Dasher
B2B-526-8645

coll: §28-482.2319
chasdashirocketmall som had wandered off.
AN Airports & Spocial Evenis Jan.1
At 11:54 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle accident at Spring
and S. 4th Street.
NC License #10978 Jan.3
At 1:54 a.m., officers were called about an 81-year-old man who was
missing person.

Loma Linda Farm

Dog Boarding « Day Care ® Dog Park
Highlands, NC (828) 421-7922

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com ¢ www.lomalindafarm.com

SELECTCO

'-w Completa Home Repair
~— and Maintenance

828-200-9428  Insured

+ During the week 6 citations were issued.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries from Jan. 9.

Jan.9

+ At 10:25 a.m., the dept. was first responders to assist EMS with a
medical call at a residence at Highlands Mountain Club.

Jan.11

+ At 11:51 a.m., the dept. was fist responders to assist EMS with a
medical call at a residence on Hicks Road.

L. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land Surveyors
Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania
counties for more than 45 years

L. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

nestled in the
hemlocks on 25
acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 » 828-526-2222

L Granive & Pavine

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving — now a full
service asphalt company specializing in

95Highlands Plaza
526-3379
FAX: 526-3309

™~
eSS

e Complete line of office supplies
» Laminating ¢ Fax Service
e Greeting Cards e Laser paper
 Ink Cartridges ¢ UPS services
“It's good to do business in Highlands”

commercial and residential asphalt services.
Alsoavailable:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.
Other services?

Utility installation and repair, driveways,
ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing.
Call 828-526-9348.
Brysongrading@gmail.com

Jan. 12

+ At 11:23 a.m., the dept. was first responders to assist EMS with a
medical call at a residence on Mirror Lake Road.

Jan. 13

+At6:48 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at the hospital. It was
false.

. SPIRITUALLY from page 8

tant that you as a believer understand correctly this principle
of liberty of conscience.

Liberalism has worked tirelessly to change this philo-
sophical concept. It has tried to block the church from any
influence in the secular world. It has sought to silence any
who would claim the right of the church to work in the
political realm. There are even suggestions today that the
church should not be allowed to speak out against such
open sins as abortion and homosexuality.

But it is not just the secular world that has been changed.
Many in the church have bought into such wrong philoso-
phy. There are two violations occurring in this. The first is
when men add commands that must be followed that are
not from the Scripture. The second is when they ignore com-
mands clearly given in Scripture. Christians in order to be
salt and light must be true to God’s Word. They cannot add
to it or take away from it. This new philosophy says you
don't need God'’s Word, men can best make their own laws.
This will lead, to a time, where every man is doing what is
right in his own eyes. This will be a time of utter chaos,
leading to an absolute tyranny.

This is the great danger we face today, there are men
who think they know best how we should all live. Their
desire is to become our guide and to make us follow through
the laws they pass. G. I. Williamson says, "It has been said
that there is ‘a pope in every man’s heart."" We are all tempt-
ed to think that we could improve our fellow men, if we had
charge of their conscience.

We are likewise all liable to imagine that we are doing
much better than others in the use of our cherished liberty.
We would restrict others and relax strictures against our-
selves. But the Scripture requires the reverse: charity towards
others, and carefulness in the use of our own liberty.

We ought to give our brother the benefit of the any
doubt. We should esteem others better than ourselves. And
even where it appears that our brother has abused his liberty,
we should correct in meekness taking heed to ourselves.
Meanwhile, we should guard against the abuse of our liber-
ty, taking heed that we do not make it an occasion of the
flesh, and exercising care that we do not cause a weaker
brother to stumble by the exercise of our liberty. If we do not
return to such a philosophy all liberty will be lost and chaos
will ensue which ultimately leads to tyranny.

. PARK from page 11

number of softball/baseball players in Western NC and
the smallest number of fields and right now citizens play
until 11 p.m. just to get afield.

Commissioner Paul Higdon spoke against proceed-
ing if it meant committing to the master plan. This, even
though all commissioners agreed the cost was too high
and would likely cost less; that $1 million is grant-funded;
that Finance Director Lori Hall just saved taxpayers $2.15

=See PARK page 14
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Highlands-Cashiers
H O S P 1 T A L

Fidelia Eckerd Living Center
US 64 Between Highlands & Cashiers, NC

Positions Now Available

Registered Nurses

Physical Therapist

Activities Assistant
Medical Records Manager

Full benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an increase
in pay, available after 60 days of full-time employment.
Pre—employment substance screening. Call Human Resources,
828-526-1376, or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

CLEAN DUPLEX, close to town. 2 bed, 1 bath. Appliances, garage.
$750/month plus utilities and security deposit. Nonsmoking. Pets? Call 828-
508-0664. (st. 1/10)

DOWNTOWN CONDO FOR RENT, Spacious 2 bedroom, fireplace,
wood floors and a great deck to enjoy the views. 6 month minimum call 828-
421-4681. (st. 11/28)

LARGE 4B/3BA HOME - Close to town. Handicap accessible with
large circular drive with ample parking. Long term lease. Furnished or unfur-
nished. $2,000/mth. Call 808-443-7353. (st. 11/15)

BEAUTIFUL OFFICE NEXT DOOR TO THE SCALY MOUNTAIN
POST OFFICE (CABE REALTY OFFICE). Great parking, great highway
frontage and exposure for your business.$1,300 per month, plus utilities. Call
Becky 526-2475. (st. 9/20)

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE RENT. Includes broadband inter-
net, off street parking easy access. Color copier scanner fax. $250 per month.
two blocks off Main St. Call 828-342-1621. (9/6)

ARCHITECTS PRIVATE HOME WITH STUNNING FEATURES.
Three bedrooms plus den with three full baths, an open living area, two, stone
fireplaces, three decks overlooking stream and private stocked trout pond. Full
Privacy. Designer furnished. Walking distance to town. Rate dependant on
term. Non smokers only; not pets. Deposit required. Weekly, monthly or
yearly rental. Call 678-358-9675 or 770-639-2682. (st. 8/16)

3BED, 2 BATH HOME ON LAKE SEQUOYAH. Unfurnished. Dock
and boats. Nonsmokers. $1,000/mth plus utitlities. (pets?) Call Tony 828-332-
7830. (st. 7/12)

COMMERCIAL MAIN STREET LOCATION with plenty of parking.
Great for retail or office space. For more information call 828-342-9158. (st. 7/
12)

3 BED, 1 BATH, IN TOWN. Wilson Road. $750 per month plus
utilities. Call 421-1779. (st. 6/7)

WANTED

LOCAL BUILDING COMPANY needs framing and finish carpenters
or crews. Call 828-200-0949. (1/24)

WANTED

RENTAL WANTED IN HIGHLANDS. Family of three. Small indoor
dog. Call Bart Reese at 828-200-3767 or Mary Elizabeth at 828-200-3655. (1/
10).

ITEMS FOR SALE

CLASSICAL GUITAR, excellent condition, used very little, soft case.
828-526-4201 (st. 12/20)

MOUNTAIN DULCIMER, made in Kentucky, never played, instruction
book, soft case. 828-526-4201. (st. 12/20)

1998 FORD JAYCO VAN/CAMPER -- 88K miles, generator, TV, fridge,
microwave, toilet, new tires. Like new. Call Dan at 828-342-6640. (st. 12/6)

SERVICES

HIGHLANDS HOME CARE. Home monitoring and cleaning, Pet
Sitting, and Baby Sitting. Highlands family operated for 20+ years, call 828-
421-4681. (st. 11/28)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN — Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks and additions. Free
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (2/9/13)

MARK’S SEDAN SERVICE. Airport Transportation. Easy Pick Up
Procedures. Mark9398@live.com. 828-524-2149. Cell: 239-292-3623.(st. 9/
27)

HOUSE CLEANING, YARD WORK & HONEY-DO PROJECTS.
Done by Highlands couple with references. 828.482.2050.

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN YOUR HOME? Call for free
inspection. 828-743-0900

HOME MAID CLEANING SERVICE Who doesn’twant a clean house?
For quality work, friendly service and free estimates, give “Home Maid” a
ring. (828) 371-1702 (st. 8/2)

PROFESSIONAL COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL CLEANING
by Rondel Contract Services. Call today for all your cleaning needs. 828-342-
4546. Ask for Paul. (st. 5/17)

CRAWLSPACE MOISTURE PROBLEMS? Musty smell in your
home? Call 828-787-1673. (St. 4/28)

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES — Complete Land-
scaping Company, Design, Installation and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants,
Trees, Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage, Erosion
Control and RR-Tie work. 20 years serving Highlands area. 828-526-2251.

Upcoming Events

Thurs, Sunday, Jan, 17, 20

* PAC Youth Theater Auditions: Blue Ridge School: Wednesday, Janu-
ary 16, 2:45p; Summit Charter: Wednesday, January 16, 12:30pm and Thurs-
day, January 17, 12:30p; Highlands School: Thursday, January 17, 3p; For All
Students: at Highlands PAC, Sunday, January 20, 3p. Home Schooled
students are invited to attend at any location.

Saturday, Jan. 19

+ Highlans Plateau Greenway work trip. Anyone interested in participat-
ing, please register with Ran Shaffner by emailing highlandsgreenway@nctv.com
or leaving a message at 828-526-5622. We will begin work on the Mill Creek
Trail from the Creek to Oak Lane. Meet at the large upper parking lot (near the
pool entrance) behind the Rec Park at 9 AM for a brief orientation session.
Participants will be furnished the necessary tools and safety equipment.Bring
water, rain gear, and a day pack to hold them.Wearing clothes that can get dirty
is advised. Please register since lunch will be provided by funding from the
Cullasaja Women's Outreach.

Sunday, Jan. 20

* Pizza delivery fundraiser for HUMC youth going to Bolivia in March.
On Sunday from noon to 8PM during the NFL divisional championship games
pizzas will be deliverd with prior order. Call HUMC at 526-3376 during church
hours or on Sunday the 20th from 11AM to 7PM. The pizzas can be picked up
atthe church or delivered to you door by one of our volunetter. The popular

toppings include pepperoni, beef, sausage, black olives, green peppers,
onions, mushrooms and three kinds of cheese. 1-2 toppings costs $25 fora
large pizza and three or more toppings costs $35. Order forms are available
atthe Methodist Church, the Episcopal Church and the Presbyterian Church.

Monday, Jan, 21

« Winter birding for waterfowl and other species at Lake Junaluska.
Meet behind Wendy's in Cashiers to carpool to the Lake at 7:30 sharp. Dress
warmly, including gloves, bring binoculars, scopes (if you have them), cam-
eras and agood sense of humor, please! In case of rain/snowfice, we will try
the following Monday, Jan. 28. We will find a good, warm place for lunch
following our birding before heading back to Cashiers. Questions? Call Rom-
ney at 526-1939 or email her at croftess@brmemc.net. Please let Romney
know if you plan to participate, so that no one will be left behind.

Tuesday, Jan 22

« The Highlands Dialogue discussion is “Free Will and the Anders
Brevik Trial” by Sarah Lucas and “Is Freedom a Mistaken Idea” by Frank S.
Robinson. Handout available at the Library. Coordinator is Karen Hawk.
Hudson Library from 10-11:30 a.m. For more information about the Highlands
Dialogue or if you desire to be added to our mailing list, please e-mail John
Gaston johngaston@aol.com or Karen Hawk hwkncrw@earthlink.net.

... WOOLDRIDGE from page 4

but time is kind and patient. Time has a kind way of healing
emotional wounds. Tell your dad | understand his feelings and
I will pray for him. Now go home before the snow is so deep
you'll have to carry Frisky.”

To this day, | have a vivid memory of the three of us walk-
ing out the front doors of the school and then turning in oppo-
site directions. After walking 10 feet or so, | turned to Sister
Marianne and called out, “Goodbye, Sister. See you tomorrow.”
She didn’t respond.

On the short walk to my parents’ restaurant, | thought
about the Germans and the attack on our ships at Pearl Harbor
by the Japanese. When my parents discussed the war, | made it
a point to listen, even though I didn’t fully understand much of
it. I also thought about forgiveness and what Sister Marianne
said but decided | would still play, “kill the Japs and Krauts”
with my friends in the alley behind my house.

< Part two will be presented next Thursday, Jan. 24..

... PARK from page 13

million by refinancing; and even though everyone knows
it takes money to make money if the county wants to host
the annual multi-million dollar travel league business.

“We are looking to make a decision to encumber
Macon County for $5 million,” he said. “If voting on this
— as bad as Macon County needs it, and as bad as our
children need it — in the middle of a bad recession, my
vote would be aresounding no.”

Other commissioners said that vote wasn’t the need-
ed, yet. “We aren’t voting to spend $5 million and | don’t
think it's going to cost near that anyway,” said Corbin.
“We could develop in the future, or we could do the whole
thing and get PARTF grants to do it, or anything in be-
tween.”

Higdon said grants are taxpayers’ money. “This is not
aprivate grant, it is funding by tax dollars.”

Corbin said PARTF has already been allocated the
money. “They are going to give it to someone. It's my tax
money, too, and I'd like to get some back. Very little comes
to Macon County. | view this as a moving forward with
the project but moving forward cautiously,” he said.

Commissioners said they would discuss the issue
further at the continuation meeting Saturday, Jan. 19 at

9a.m. atthe SCC campus on Siler Road.
— Kim Lewicki
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