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Highlander Matt Rodriguez catching the ball at the Tamassee-
Salem away game.              Photo by Lisa Osteen

HS Baseball ushers in spring

Police dept. policies, conduct subject at retreat
The Highlands Police De-

partment conduct and its policies
were discussion points during the
town’s retreat Feb. 14.

Mayor David Wilkes opened
the conversation.

“Here is an example of the

type of statements that come to
us,” he said. “I was sitting with a
group and one person said, ‘I had
something come up and I couldn't
find a policeman anywhere.’ An-
other person said, ‘Every time I
turn around there is a policeman

on top of me. How many police-
men do we have in this town?’”

Wilkes said different people
have different perceptions of po-
lice department actions at differ-
ent times.

“I don't give a lot of legitima-

cy to any one complaint anyone
has about our police department
and I have gotten a lot of com-
ments,” he said. “But one of the
things that comes to me and oth-
er board members, is that people

By Davin Eldridge
Contributing Writer

Local officials are taking
steps to ensure the safety of Ma-
con County Public Schools.

At the Board of Education-
County Commission joint meet-
ing last month, county educa-
tional consultant Terry Bell, along
with Macon County Sheriff Rob-
ert Holland, gave a presentation
on the current state of safety in
area public schools. The evalua-
tion called for more than
$363,000 worth of work.

The evaluation came at the
beckon call of local and state offi-
cials. Last month, county com-
missioners asked Bell and Hol-
land to evaluate school safety in
light of the Sandy Hook shoot-
ing.

“You’re not going to make
schools 100% safe,” said Bell at
the start of the presentation.
“There is no way in doing that

but you can make them safer.”
New security measures
According to Bell and Hol-

land it mostly boils down to one
thing — the control of the schools’
main entrances and adequate
school surveillance. In essence,
each school basically requires the
presence of a School Resource
Officer (SRO) surveillance cam-
eras and the construction of addi-
tional walls to common areas
within each school.

Highlands School’s main
lobby entrances must be locked
and include cameras and devices
to allow the main office to con-
trol entry, along with such locks
for all classrooms, an enclosed
walkway to the high school sci-
ence room and an enclosed walk-
way to the middle school. How-
ever, Bell said those additions to
the school would be included in
its current renovations.

South Macon and Car-
toogechaye Elementary Schools
are basically the same schools due
to layout, Bell explained. Their big-
gest flaw is the open entrance and
lobby to the schools. Anyone can
enter the school through the lob-
by and gain immediate access to
student areas. The evaluation con-
cluded that the main entrances be
locked with cameras and devices
to allow the office to control en-

At the town's February re-
treat, capital projects which have
been discussed for years were
again on the table. Some are clos-
er to reality than others.

Mike Waresak with McGill
Associates outlined the scope of
each project including estimat-
ed costs.

The Lake Sequoyah Raw wa-
ter intake project partners with
Lake Sequoyah dam repairs. The
new intake valve at the dam on
town-owned property will have
the capacity of two million gal-
lons a day (mgd).

Estimated construction of
the intake is $2 million with up
to 80% “principal forgiveness.”
The town would pay $20% of
that. The funding application has
been submitted and is pending
approval.

As required, water quality
testing is completed and design
plans and the permit application
have been submitted and are also
waiting on approval.

Dovetailing with that is re-
pairs to the Lake Sequoyah dam.

Town
budget may

include
intake valve

and Big
Creek work

try, and to construct walls and
doors at each side with remote
locking devices.

Like in Highlands, addition-
ally, the cafeteria has two walls of
glass exposing students visually to
anyone outside the building,
which could be remedied by ap-
plying a reflective film to the glass.

While Union Academy may
be considered one of Macon Coun-
ty’s ‘safer’ schools, as its entrance
is always locked and visitors must
be buzzed in, Bell explained all
exterior door hinges could be re-
placed to provide better closings.
Additionally, he suggested that
cameras be placed at its entrance.

Bell recommended that East
Franklin have equipment in-
stalled to allow control of entry to
the facility, along with more se-
cure interior doors and keypad

door locks to teacher-workroom
areas.

While Iotla Valley, the dis-
trict’s newest school, is considered
the safest school in the county,
there is still a need for at least eight
extra cameras and a SRO.

Mountain View Intermedi-
ate, although a safe school, re-
quires an electronic door lock
with a control panel at the recep-
tion desk, a main doorbell with
speaker box and an enclosed re-
ception area, as it is currently
open.

Macon Middle School has an
electronic door lock with control
panel at the reception desk,
though it needs to be upgraded.
Also, the open areas between each
wing require walls, and doors that
lock, as they are currently set up to

Macon County schools
evaluated for their

safety, found lacking
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• LETTERS •

Fred will be missed
Dear Editor,

Too bad about Fred. I'll miss his hu-
mor and sarcasm and the bees he put in
people’s bonnets, in letters-to-the-editor. I
wish him well and look forward to "The
best of Fred.”

Jed McClure
Marietta, GA

Will miss Fred’s ‘tickling’
Dear editor,

I read about Fred Wooldridge's deci-
sion to stop writing for the newspaper. I
will truly miss his wit, courage, writing tal-
ent and ability to tease, mock, tickle and
anger just about everyone. Reading letters

from his critics was so much fun especially
when not a lot was going on around town.

I can't imagine how our little town will
ever find someone else with his ability and
sense of humor.

Fred, thank you for years of enjoyment
and Kim, thank you for being strong and
brave enough to ruffle some feathers.

I'll read "The Best of Fred" in the com-
ing months but I'll miss having Fred stir
things up. I hope a new book is in his fu-
ture.

Deborah Nelson
Silver Eagle

Highlands, NC

Nix ‘Best of Fred,’ too
Dear Editor,

My family and I are not without a good-
hearted sense of humor. And we encourage
the exposure to opinions not necessarily our
own. Unless someone reads and listens to

various opinions, the truth, such as it is
sometime, gets lost in the minutia.

Fred seems to have lived the good life;
to have had the good fortune to always be
on the winning side. That is where the prob-
lem starts. The problem is not being rich or
well off. The problem is not having com-
passion, and the ability to have empathy
with those for whom life has not been so
good.

While, not everything he ever wrote
was truly mean-spirited, the last year or so
his efforts turned SOUR. This is not my
original thought, but I will share it. "When
a businessman finds a way to cut his taxes
or make even greater profits by adjusting
the figures, etc., he is to be praised for his
resourcefulness, and intelligence. But when
a struggling man finds a way to get more
food on the table for his children by adjust-
ing his Food Stamps, or Medicaid or some
such, then he is called a moocher or crim-
inal, and his efforts are considered disdain-
ful."

It is not a matter of feelings, it is a mat-
ter of concern for our fellow travelers on
the road to eternity. To be able to provide
most of what we require is a great blessing
and demands our concern for the disen-
franchised among us. I have known many
struggling families. No one I ever met was
happy being on the short end of life. They
may act off-color, etc. but when you really
speak with them you can see the real hurt
and sadness they experience in their daily
lives.

So Good Riddance! Let Fred go the way
of Swanson who was the pits. Sad how one
apple does ruin the barrel. Old nasty gen-
tlemen need to be put on the shelf when
they begin to be vulgar, hateful, and judg-
mental without full knowledge.

We do not really need, "The Best of
Fred." In my opinion he lost that consider-
ation by his last years’ behavior. Your ad-
mirer and grateful reader,

Westley Jacomino
Franklin

‘Fred’ epitomized
freedom of speech

Dear Editor,
Well, our local chapter of Overly Sen-

sitive Insecure People (OSIP), plus a few
random members scattered around the
area, are doubtless delighted and rejoicing
that Fred Wooldridge has called it quits and
will no longer write his insufferable week-
ly column in Highlands Newspaper. May-

be they are congratulating themselves, be-
lieving their letters of complaints (did I
say whining?), detailing how he offended
their delicate sensitivities on just about ev-
erything, were the case of his demise.
Somehow, I don’t think so.

Coincidently, their complaints and
frailties segue perfectly into the current na-
tional discussion about gun violence and
gun control, because apparently malevo-
lent people have been holding loaded guns
to the heads of our OSIP friends and neigh-
bors, forcing them to read Fred’s odious
columns and thereby outraging their mor-
al chastity. On one hand, I can almost sym-
pathize with the OSIPs. I mean, surely it is
our God-given and constitutional right not
to be confronted with ideas, beliefs and
tasteless situations that are in direct con-
flict with our own. Why should we be un-
willingly exposed to different points of
view? And weekly, no less!

On the other hand, I am compelled
to defend not only Fred’s right to write his
column; to defend not only his basic right
to freedom of speech; but most critical of
all, I am determined to defend MY right to
be regularly exposed to any and all ideas,
beliefs, situations, religions, politics ad in-
finitum that are diametrically opposed to
my own. After all, I’m already intimately
familiar with my own points of view; why
do I need to see them in print? I’d rather
read something different; it might even
make me think something different, God
forbid. Since I am not normally insulted
or threatened by opinions other than my
own, I guess that excludes me from the
OSIP’s club. Darn.

Last but not least, a word of respect
and admiration for you, Ms. Editor, for not
surrendering to the relentless pressure
from the OSIPs; for not basing your news-
paper’s policies on what is or is not popu-
lar at the time; and for standing firmly in
favor of freedom of expression.

Alice Nelson
Highlands

Thinking of you, Fred
Dear Editor,

Fred and Maddy moved to Highlands
about the same time we did and I am very
fond of both, but he never could tempt me
to try rappelling, even though he tried!

Fred is one of the funniest people I
know and I will miss his humor. Best of
luck in whatever you do next!

Joy Johnson
Dillard, GA
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The Hen House

Inventory Reduction SALE!
Good Earth Pottery
25% off select colors
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488 E. Main St. •787-2473

• OBITUARIES •
Judy Galdon

Judy Galdon, 54 years old, died Fri-
day, March 1, 2013. Judy took her own life
after a life-long struggle with alcoholism.
She was born April 26, 1958 in Galvaston,
TX. She grew up in Gamboa, Canal Zone,
Panama, C.A. Judy was a graduate of Deca-
tur High School in Gerogia. A life-long
chef with a fine understanding of food,
Judy was also a skilled wood carver and an
artist in several mediums. She loved camp-
ing and being with nature. She was a past
resident of Highlands, and lived in
Doraville, Georgia for the last five years.
Judy is survived by her sister Nancy Arias
of Doraville. Judy, with her amazing tal-
ents and great sense of humor, will be
missed dearly.

Harold Lewis Dorn, 96, died on
March 5, 2013 in Hospice care at High-
lands Hospital. He had been living at
Chestnut Hill Retirement Center since
May 2009 after a serious accident.

Born on December 27, 1916 in South
Miami, FL, he was the eldest child of
Harold Wesley & Mabel White Dorn,
South Dade County pioneers who moved
there from Chicago in 1913. From 1947
they were Highlands summer residents.

Graduating from the University of
Miami in 1941, Lew went into the US
Navy at the beginning of World War II. He
was a Naval Intelligence Officer on the
flagship Enterprise in the Pacific Theater
during most of the war and advanced to
the rank of Commander. After the war, he
continued in the Naval Reserve until re-
tiring as a Captain in 1982. At that time he
moved his residence from Miami to High-
lands, next door to the family summer cot-
tage.

During his earlier years, Lew worked
at his father’s tropical fruit shipping com-
pany. Afterward, he had a varied career re-
flecting his many interests: In the 1960s
he was involved with the Dade County

Youth Fair; during the 1970s he was Direc-
tor of the Museum of Science in Miami. He
was also the founder & editor of The Village
Post, a local South Miami editorial & cul-
tural weekly newspaper. He later worked
for Joe Hill Nursery in the plant nursery
trade. He was a member of the Kappa Sig-
ma fraternity, the Kiwanis Club in South
Miami, and was a Mahi Shriner. His life-
long hobbies included tropical plants, read-
ing, politics, Oriental collectibles and clas-
sical music.

After moving to Highlands, he was
employed by his friend Ralph deVille at The
Stone Lantern for over 25 years, retiring after
his accident at the age of 92. Always active,
his extra curricular activities in Highlands
included a position as Co-Chair of the Lo-
cal Chapter of the Western North Carolina
Alliance in the 1980s. And true to his ap-
preciation of classical music, he was a found-
ing member of the Highlands Chamber
Music Festival. Lucas Drew, the founding
director, was quoted as saying "Lew was a
loyal supporter of the Chamber Music Fes-
tival from its earliest concerts. He helped
in so many ways, from putting the program
together to ticket sales. He was a true music
lover."

Lew was also a member of the High-
lands United Methodist Church where a
celebration of his life took place on March
9, 2013.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents; two brothers, Philip & Kenneth of
South Miami, an aunt, Mary Wheeler Dorn
of South Miami and Highlands, and a niece,
Katherine Dorn Evans of Dahlonega, GA.
He is survived by a sister and long-time sum-
mer resident, Alice Dorn of Central, SC;
nieces, Pamela Dorn Brown of Highlands,
Kristin Davenport Koepenick, Decatur, GA
and a summer resident; cousins Suzanna
(Norman) Mosely of Highlands, and Rob-
ert (Evy) Buzzell of Groton, MA, also a sum-
mer resident. He is also survived by many
nieces, nephews, great-nieces and neph-
ews, and other cousins in GA, CT, FL and
WA.

In lieu of flowers, please make dona-
tions to: The Highlands-Cashiers Chamber
Music Festival, PO Box 1702, Highlands,
NC 28741, Highlands United Methodist
Church Bolivian Mission, PO Box 1959,
Highlands, NC 28741, Cashiers- Highlands
Humane Society, PO Box 638, Cashiers, NC
28717 or to the charity of your choice.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be made at
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Harold Lewis Dorn
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The little missus and I took a small army of grand-
kids to Lion Country Safari in Florida, three hun
dred acres of fenced property which allows you to

drive around in your car while African critters run wild.
At one point we had six giraffes resting their tiny, goofy
looking heads on our tall motor home.

Apparently giraffes have a hard life, having to sup-
port their heads on the end of 10-foot long necks all the
time. When they spot a camper, they come over and rest
their heads on the roof. Of course, the male giraffes take
a power nap. Inside, the kids (that would include me)
were bouncing off the walls with excitement.

Later, we dropped off the kids, took our medications
to calm us down and headed for Highlands. That is when
it hit me. POW; why hadn’t I thought of this before. I will
open a bear country theme park right in Highlands. I just
might call it Bears “R” Us. Here is how it will work.

First I will rent a massive plot of land from the US
Forest Service. That should be easy as we all now how

Bears “R” Us
generous they are in living away their land.
Look at how much they have and are doing
nothing with it. No need for fences in my
park since bears are already running amuck
here anyway, plundering and looting at will.

After paying an outrageous entrance fee,
tourists will pull their cars into my park and
be greeted by a friendly host wearing a bear
outfit. He will slap a six ounce slab of oily salm-
on on their windshields which will guaran-
tee that, before the tour is over, a four hundred
pound black bear will be sitting on their hoods eating salm-
on. As an added feature, they get their windshields licked
clean.

Next, the tourists will drive into my bird feeder sanc-
tuary. Here, our customers are treated to a real show. The
bears walk up, snatch the feeders from their holders and
rip off the lids. Standing upright, the bears tip the feeders
upside down causing seeds to pour into their mouths, ears,

eyes and several up their noses. But most of
the seeds wind up on the ground where a
small contingent of squirrels, chipmunks,
birds, raccoons, opossums and other critters
will scarf up the fallen remains while dodg-
ing a very grouchy bear who has just spilled
his dinner. This show will equal the giraffes
on the roof trick and have everyone wanting
to pay to see it again, which, of course, is OK.

Now on to “toothpaste park” where our
tourists are treated to the garbage can show.

Hundreds of garbage cans, filled with garbage, are set out
for our customers’ entertainment. The performing bears
tip over the cans, pounce on them with all their weight
and squish, out comes the food, like toothpaste out of the
tube. Later, tourists can purchase these totally demolished
cans, which are now only four inches in width, as souve-
nirs. I predict that they will be waiting in line to pick up
these $30 keepsakes.

And finally, everyone is herded into the “bear jambo-
ree” show. Adults will be asked to hold small children
and shield their eyes. Mechanical devices, carrying fake
people who look like they are from New York City, are
rushed toward the bears while saying “shoo, shoo, go
away.” These completely shredded dummies will also be
on sale after the show. Since bears are very dangerous, we
will be unusually strict about everyone obeying our rules.
Violators committing unbearable (ha) acts, like rolling
down their windows, or worse, exiting their cars will be
required to drink three full glasses of Cullasaja River wa-
ter as their punishment.

After leaving the park, tourists will be led into a safe
area where we will attempt to relieve them of even more
of their hard earned cash by offering them additional
mountain junk, like authentic plastic Cherokee Indian
tomahawks, made in China, and other related stuff, like
dried bear chips, not to be confused with potato chips.
(This is very important) Also, our customers will be as-
tounded to learn that their entrance fee included one free
coupon to visit the restrooms. As our very happy custom-
ers drive away, they are greeted by another waving host in
a bear outfit who is wearing a sign which says, “Thanks
for visiting, bear with us again sometime.”

Concrete repairs are needed and installation of a drain
valve has been suggested. Estimated repair costs are
$500,000 and they lake would need to be drained.

Waresak said repairs to the dam could be done during
construction of the new intake valve.

Before repairs can be done, an environmental assess-
ment update is needed. Waresak said meetings with state
agencies are ongoing.

Since the reason for an additional raw water intake
valve was perpetrated by silt build-up in Big Creek, dredg-
ing of Big Creek and upstream's Randall Lake was also
discussed.

Waresak said the sediment in Big Creek is significant

... BUDGET from page 1

•See BUDGET page 14
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• THE VIEW FROM HERE •

Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

My knowledge is nev
er deep enough. I
know it, and I sus-

pect most of you know it too,
at least those of you read my
columns all the way to the
end. And that's a real prob-
lem -- maintaining interest to
the end.

One solution is to write
short, pithy columns. Why
not? I don't get paid per word.
The problem with short col-
umns is they acknowledge I
know so little. Now that I've
admitted it, I can write any length I want.
I felt guilty when Bull asked me, just the
other day, how I knew so much.

Today I want to write about retirement
in general and Fred in particular. I don't
think it'll be very long. Let me get "gener-
al" out of the way.

I know nothing about retirement, but
it terrifies me anyway.

Now About Fred. I don't know Fred
very well. As far as I know we've never met
or even talked on the phone. We did swap
a couple emails through the years. Fred
said I used the word "that" too much. I'm
sure I responded as cleverly as I could but I
can't remember a witty retort. I couldn't
compete there and I can't compete here.

I admired Fred's ability to hold a read-
er. I think I hinted earlier I think that's the
most important measure of a writer. Even

when Fred ran a little long, peo-
ple finished his columns. You
can't make a point if the reader
has already gone back to his pic-
ture puzzle.

I'll miss having Fred as a
teammate. He was one of the
reasons people picked up High-
lands Newspaper. Several years,
ago, shortly after I started writ-
ing for the paper, back when I
read my own column, I noticed
that my name was missing from
the legend on the front page. I
asked Kim about it. She said she

rotated subjects in the legend. I was writing
for pride. I wasn't getting paid, so seeing my
name was a big thing. I persisted, and point-
ed out that Fred didn't seem to be in the
rotation. His name appeared every week.
That's when she took the wind out of my
sails. Kim said Fred had been writing since
2003, had a large following and that adver-
tisers even requested to be on his page.

Fred gave me exposure to readers I
couldn't have earned on my own. He kept
it interesting, and Highlands will be a little
less interesting for his retirement.

Mostly I admire Fred's willingness to
risk retirement. It takes courage. Fred has
done it three times. And I suspect has man-
aged to grow in the process. With Fred as
an example, the thought of retirement may
be a little less frightening.

Thanks for keeping it interesting, Fred

The Highlands Police Dept. is requesting the community’s assistance in the recent breaking and
entering within the Highlands business district. (See front page story in the Feb. 28 edition of Highlands
Newspaper at www.highlandsinfo.com click local news and scroll down to archives.)

If anyone recognizes this suspect or has information, please contact the Highlands Police Dept. at 828-
526-9431. All information may be shared with the Investigating Officer or Chief and anonymous tips will be
kept confidential! Anonymous text information can also be sent to 828-743-8365, then followed by @hs with
the message in the message body.

Suspect wearing a knapsack entering
Paoletti’s back door.

Suspect leaving Paoletti’s through back
door.

Do you know this guy? Police ask for help

feel like the police are just waiting and look-
ing for a good reason to pull them over and
make them take a breathalizer.”

Police Chief Bill Harrell said that’s not
true and though breathalyzer tests have in-
creased year to year, he estimated only 50
were administered in 2012. “It is not the
department’s objective in any shape, form
or fashion to try to catch people for those
things. And though I have heard people say
they are afraid to sit down and drink two
glasses of wine, that won't make you im-
paired,” he said.

Wilkes said another thing he is asked
is, “How come every time I come into town
there is a police car behind every Welcome
to Highlands sign?”

He admitted that some of this is due to
perceptions but said the department has to
“cure the perceptions.”

Commissioner Gary Drake asked why
two police cars suddenly appear when
someone is pulled over? “It’s two cars with
flashing lights behind anyone that's pulled
over and it looks like a major drug bust,” he
said. “What's the purpose of this and why
do we do that?”

Concerning two vehicles at traffic
stops, Harrell said statistics show the larg-
est number of officers shot comes from traf-
fic stops.

“Once the backup officer sees that ev-

erything is in order, and their backup isn’t
needed they leave. But if they see some-
thing going on in the vehicle or they hear
a comment from a party in the vehicle,
then for safety or liability sake the assis-
tance stays,” said Harrell. “Officers back-
ing each other up, is a public safety and
officer safety matter,” he said.

Wilkes said another question is “Why
aren’t there more officers downtown on
the streets?”

Chief Harrell preceded to explain po-
lice procedure to the board stressing that
the department is a complaint-driven agen-
cy.

“First of all, if we are being seen a lot,
then we are doing our job because there
are only two officers on duty at any one
time,” he said. “The fact that people are
commenting on that speaks to what our
mission is – which is to increase visibility
to deter criminal behavior – which means
the objective has been accomplished.”

He said sitting in plain view isn’t to
catch people, but to rather to deter them
from driving if intoxicated, for instance.
“So if they see us and don’t drive, again,
our mission was accomplished.”

But Wilkes said the perception is the
police are waiting for people.

Harrell said many times his officers

... POLICE DEPT. continued from page 1

•See POLICE DEPT. page 9
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• INVESTING AT 4,118 FT. •

Eliminate Mold, Mildew,Eliminate Mold, Mildew,Eliminate Mold, Mildew,Eliminate Mold, Mildew,Eliminate Mold, Mildew,
& Radon Immediately!& Radon Immediately!& Radon Immediately!& Radon Immediately!& Radon Immediately!

 Call 828-7 Call 828-7 Call 828-7 Call 828-7 Call 828-743-090043-090043-090043-090043-0900
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.dr.dr.dr.dr.drycrawlspaces.comycrawlspaces.comycrawlspaces.comycrawlspaces.comycrawlspaces.com

“Save 15%-20% on utilities by
encapsulating your crawlspace!”

Bill Barber’Bill Barber’Bill Barber’Bill Barber’Bill Barber’sssss

Free Inspections!Free Inspections!Free Inspections!Free Inspections!Free Inspections!

After

Before

Jeannie Chambers
The Chambers Agency

REALTORS
jsc@chambersagency.net

(Disclaimer#1-
While I’m NOT a CPA,
tax expert, or frequent
fyler (and I don’t even
play one on TV OR in
the newspaper), it is
that time of year again. I
got most of the follow-
ing information from a
site linked to the Na-
tional Association of
REALTORS –
www.houselogic.com.

Disclaimer #2- Tax
laws change, and over
the past few months,
any of these ‘rules’ could
have changed or may be
obsolete; another reason to seek profession-
al advice.

Before we get into the IRS tax mistakes,
I want to bring to your attention a lo
cal tax mistake that many homeown-

ers are making. If you are renting your
home as a vacation rental, you are required

Home ownership Tax Tips
to pay a 3% Macon
County Occupancy
Tax. (Any rental less
than a 90-day period
to one party is consid-
ered a vacation rent-
al). For more clarifi-
cation, call me (526-
3717) or the Macon
County Tax office at
(828) 349-2144.

According to the
s o u r c e
houselogic.com,
there are nine com-
mon tax mistakes
homeowners make
that could cause red

flags to the IRS or be costing you money.
While some of these are common sense,
others could easily be deemed as a ‘whack
to the side of the head – a true V-8 mo-
ment! Even if these examples do not apply
to you, remember to be prudent when fil-
ing taxes and always seek the advice of a
professional in that field. As a REALTOR,
we often refer others to a CPA or attorney.

Common mistake #1: Deducting
property taxes. While they are deductible,
many people claim the wrong amount. You
can only deduct the amount of property
taxes you paid for the year you’re filing. In
Macon County our tax bill arrives in July/
August for the current year. You can pay
your property taxes without interest until
January 5th of the next year. For example,
if you received your 2012 tax bill and paid
it in 2012, you would claim that on your
2012 taxes. If you make a habit of paying
your property taxes in January, you can’t
claim that amount until the next tax year
rolls around.

Common mistake #2: Claiming es-
crow funds.If your lender escrows funds
for your property taxes and home owner’s
insurance, you don’t necessarily claim the
escrowed amount. You claim only the
amount that was paid during the year you
are reporting.

Common mistake #3: Deduction
points on your mortgage loan. You may
deduct points you paid your lender to se-
cure your mortgage in full for the year you
bought your home. If you refinance though,
you can only deduct points for the life of
the new loan, as in prorated funds. For
example, if you paid $2,000 in points to

•See INVESTING page 14
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PULL

791 Ulco Drive • Franklin, NC
Office: (828) 369-9781 • Fax: (828) 524-6888

Solid Unfinished – Starting at $0.89
Solid Pre-finished – Starting at $1.29

Laminate – Starting at $1.09
Vinyl – Starting at $0.77

Also offering Cabinets
(SOLID WOOD)

Unfinished Red Oak and Hickory builder- grade options,
as well as Pre-finished custom  cabinets at big-box store

non-wood prices!

Even better than before!

And as always ... featuring:
Hardwood, Engineered,

Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

Unbelievable Prices!
Ready to Go!

IntroducingJeff Nelson: 25 years experience with
carpet and tile! Call 828-342-7902 for prices & appt.

The Original Zickgraf Flooring Outlet

Now your one-stop flooring outlet: ceramic,
carpet, area rugs, resilient & luxury tile, too!

Lowest Prices Period!!

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon!

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Winter Hours: Daily 10a to 5:45p

Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT

Also, jams, jellies, cheese, Florida citrus, apples, gift baskets and more!

Open 7 days a week

Jolie’s ....
Highlands Fun Place to

Shop!

446 Main Street
828-526-3963

Men’s &
Women’s
Clothing
mostly

40% to 80% off.

• COACH’S CORNER •

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

The Lady Highlander Varsi-
ty Soccer team earned their first
accolade of the season, working
their way to a gritty 1-1 tie at class
2A Brevard on Friday. The lone
goal from the Lady Highlanders
came off the foot of Hayden Bates,
as she finished off Mary Gillan
Renfro’s rebound off the post.

The Lady Highlander de-
fense made the goal stand up with
a strong performance. Friday
marked the return of Sweeper El-
lie Cate Beavers to the lineup, as
she had been out with a knee in-
jury for the first two games of the
season. “Our defense had a great
performance,” said midfielder
Kirstyn Lamb, “right now it is def-

Lady Highlanders tie Brevard
initely the strength of our team
and they did an awesome job shut-
ting down shots.” 2nd year goal-
keeper Ashlee Maitland also had a
strong performance, but feels like
the best is yet to come for the Lady
Highlanders. “We are still getting
into the season, just trying to get
the ball on our foot and get some
time working together,” said Mait-
land, “once we start to gel things
are going to get even better.”

The Lady Highlanders host
their first home match of the sea-
son today versus the Tallulah Falls
Lady Indians at 5pm. The Lady
Highlanders will also host Towns
County on Saturday at 1pm at the
Highlands School Soccer Field.

• HS GIRLS SOCCER •

Tuesday, the ACC announced
that the Notre Dame Fighting

Irish would join the ACC in bas-
ketball effective next year, which is
big news considering that Syracuse
and Pittsburgh will also be joining
the ACC next season. While Notre
Dame is not joining in football, and
Syracuse and Pittsburgh don’t ex-
actly move the needle in football
anyway…this news is extremely
noteworthy in terms of the basket-
ball landscape of the ACC.

One of the reasons this is a
huge deal is because the ACC is
adding (according to Ken Pomer-
oy) the 6th, 12th and 32nd best
teams in the country. The confer-
ence gets even more loaded in
2014-15, as Louisville will replace
Maryland. Obviously, this will do a
great deal to expand the basketball
status of the conference and return
it to its former status as the best in
the country, but with the ACC tour-
nament rolling around, it will also
make the a top 4 finish in the league
even more valuable. I can figure,
the tournament setup would look
something like this:

Wednesday:
#12 vs #13
#10 vs #15

ACC Realignment makes for an interesting 2014

#11 vs #14
Thursday:
#8 vs #9
#5 vs #12/#13 winner
#7 vs #10/#15 winner
#6 vs #11/#14 winner
Friday:
#1 vs #8/#9 winner
#4 vs #5/#12/#13 winner
#2 vs #7/#10/#15 winner
#3 vs #6/#11/#14 winner
Saturday:
#1/#8/#9 winner vs #4/#5/

#12/#13 winner
#2/#7/#10/#15 winner vs #3/

#6/#11/#14 winner
Sunday:
Championship game
As you can see, finishing in the

top 4 of the league provides a huge
leg up in terms of only having to win

3 games to win the tournament
(which is the way it is now, but a
bottom feeder would need to pull 4
straight upsets to make the Cham-
pionship game instead of 3, which
lowers the possibility greatly).

Additionally, the new mem-
bers of the conference are going to
force teams like Wake Forest, Flori-
da State and NC State to seriously
evaluate their basketball programs
if they want to remain competitive.
In recent years, the third spot in the
conference has been up for grabs
behind Duke and UNC, and teams
like Miami, Maryland, Wake For-
est, NCSU, Florida State and Geor-
gia Tech have all had time in the
upper echelon of the conference.
However, the historical strength of
Syracuse and Notre Dame, com-
bined with the resurgence of Pitts-
burgh and Louisville mean that
those top spots will be dominated
by the most consistently excellent
programs. It will be interesting to
see what changes these other ACC
programs make to keep pace with
the new programs.
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• HIGHLANDS AREA UPCOMING EVENTS •
Monday & Wednesday
• Hatha Yoga – Body n’ Soul. 7:45a at First Pres-

byterian Church. R.Y.T and Y.A. (828) 482-2128. (8/29)
Monday & Thursday
• Hatha Yoga – Body n’ Soul. 10:45a at the Epis-

copal Church of the Incarnation. R.Y.T and Y.A. (828)
482-2128.  (8/29)

Through Friday, March 15
• Highlands School Scholastic Book Fair in the

Media Center. The Book Fair will be open during school
hours, 8 am to 3pm. Everyone is welcome to come and
shop. All proceeds benefit the Highlands School Media
Center.

Thurs., March 14
• The Rotary Club of Highlands and the Literacy

Council of Highlands will join forces to benefit a mutual
goal: Literacy. Literacy Rotary Bingoon Thursday, 6:30-
8:30p at the Highlands Community Building.

• Franklin Community Blood Drive to be held at
First Baptist Church of Franklin (69 Lotla Street; Frank-
lin, NC) 12:30 pm – 5 pm. Please contact First Baptist
Church of Franklin at (828) 369-9559 for more informa-
tion or to schedule an appointment.

• Macon County Beekeeping School. Learn the
basics –  hive construction, honeybee biology, colony
management, handling bees and havesting honey crops.
Also pest management. To register contact Janet Hill at
828-369-9819 or janet28734@gmail.com

• Macon County Cancer Support Group will meet
Thursdayat 7 p.m. in the cafeteria of Angel Medical Center
in Franklin. Special guest will be Stephany Smathers,
Certified Mastectomy Fitter and owner of Pink Regalia in
Clyde, NC. Stephany will be speaking on Medicare &
Mastectomy products. She will have sample bras and
accessories and will provide private free fittings with a
prescription from your doctor. Every lady in attendance
will receive a free gift. Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, call 828-369-9221.

• The March meeting of The WNC  Woodturners
Club will meet on Thursday at 6 p.m. at the Blue Ridge
School, in Glenville, N.C. Drive to the back of the school
to the woodworking shop. Visitors are always welcomed.
The club meets every second Thursday at 6 p.m., March
through November.

Sat., March 16
• The Highlands Plateau Greenway work trip. Any-

one interested in participating, please register with Ran
Shaffner by emailing highlandsgreenway@nctv.com or
leaving a message at 828-526-5622. Work will be on the
Mill Creek Trail to Oak Lane. Meet at the large upper
parking lot (near the pool entrance) behind the Rec Park at
9 AM for a brief orientation session. Participants will be
furnished the necessary tools and safety equipment. Par-
ticipants should bring water, rain gear, and a day pack to
hold them. Wearing clothes that can get dirty is advised.
Lunch will be provided courtesy of funding from the Culla-

saja Women's Outreach.
• Macon County Beekeeping School. Learn the

basics – hive construction, honeybee biology, colony man-
agement, handling bees and havesting honey crops. Also
pest management. To register contact Janet Hill at 828-
369-9819 or janet28734@gmail.com.This session includes
special presentations by MC Cooperative Extension Di-
rector Alan Durden and NC State Honeybee Inspector
Jack Hanel. Lunch included.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 9-mile mod-
erate-to-strenuous hike, elevation change1200 ft., along
Palmer Creek Trail with opportunities to see elk, other
wildlife, and early spring wildflowers. Meet at Ingles in
Waynesville at 9 a.m., drive 40 miles round trip. Call
leader Keith Patton, 456-8895, for reservations.

• The High Mountain Squares will dance this Friday
night, March 15th at the Macon County Community Building
on Route 441 South from 6:30 to 9 PM. Richard Smith
from Gainsville, GA will be the caller for the special "ST.
PATTIE'S DAY DANCE." We dance Western Style
Square Dancing, main/stream and plus levels. There will
be a Plus Workshop from 6:30 to 7. Everyone is wel-
come. For information call 828-349-0905.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an 11-mile
strenuous loop hike with elevation change of 500 ft. to
Pumpkin Town-Savannah Ridge, a 1/4 mile bushwhack,
then a FS road along the Savannah Ridge with great
views of all surrounding ridges. Meet in Franklin at the
Holly Springs Plaza near KFC at 8 a.m. Drive 20 miles
round trip. Call leader Don O’Neal, 586-5723, for reserva-
tions.

Sun., Mar. 17
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 3-mile easy

hike up the Skitty Creek Trail from Hwy. 64 (elevation
gain 300 ft.) to the Cliffside Lake loop trail around the lake,
returning by Skitty Creek Trail. Meet in Franklin at the Bi-
Lo parking area at 2 p.m. Call leader, Kay Coriell, 369-
6820, for reservations or for alternate meeting place if com-
ing from Highlands.

Tues., March 19
• At Highlands Dialogue, 10-11:30a at the Hudson

Library,“Politically Correct Language." Gender neutral lan-
guage, as well as politically correct speech. Links to some
excellent articles are available at the Library but you may
bring a favorite article to discuss. Coordinator: Michelle
Mead Armor.

Thurs., March 21
• Taize at Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church

at 5:30p.
Friday, March 22
• The annual Jackson County Republican Party

Convention at the Sylva Center for the Aging, March at
5:45 pm. The featured convention speaker is District 11
Congressman Mark Meadows. Delegates to the District
and State Republican Conventions and new officers will
be elected at the convention.

Saturday, March 23
• At The Bascom, Barn Dance from 7-10 p.m. Call

526-4949 for information.
• Reception/fundraiser for Senator Kay Hagan from

2-4p at the Best Western in Dillsboro, NC. Tickets are
$100. For more information contact Phil Haire at 828-586-
1771 or  phaire@dnet.net.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 7.6-mile

strenuous hike on the Appalachian Trail, with elevation
change of 1500/2100 ft. Half the group will begin at Moon-
ey Gap, the other half at Rock Gap, meeting in the middle
to exchange car keys to return in each other’s cars. Meet
in Franklin at Westgate Plaza at 9 a.m., drive 36 miles
round trip. Call leaders Bill and Sharon Van Horn, 369-
1983, for reservations. Rain date April 6th.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 4-mile,
easy-to-moderate hike to Martin's Creek Falls on the GA
Bartram Trail, beginning at Warwoman Dell Picnic Area
on Warwoman Rd. near Clayton GA, passing Becky
Branch and remnants of an old fish hatchery, crossing a
creek to a viewing area of the falls. Hikers may bring a
lunch if desired; appropriate footwear and a hiking stick to
cross the creek are necessary. Meet at the Smoky
Mountains Visitors Center in Otto at 9 am, drive 40 miles
round trip. Call leader Nancy Falkenstein, 369-9052, for
reservations.

Sunday, March 24
• Screening of Girl Rising at 3 p.m. at the Perform-

ing Arts Center on Chestnut Street. Story of school age
girls across the world who are demanding to be educat-
ed in cultures where only boys are allowed to go to
school. Free those under 16. $10 for tickets. Call 526-
9047

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 2-mile
easy hike with a gentle climb to Mud Creek Falls, a
beautiful, high narrow falls where we’ll take some time to
enjoy the view, then return to see an interesting old
covered bridge near our parked cars.  Meet at the Smoky
Mtn. Visitors Center at 2 pm. Drive 20 miles round trip.
Call leader Joyce Jacques, 1-410-852-7410, for reser-
vations.

Monday, March 25
• Franklin Health and Fitness Blood Drive (1214

East Main Street; Franklin, NC) 9 am – 1:30 pm. Please
call Rodney Morris at (828) 369-5608 for more informa-
tion or to schedule an appointment.

Sat., Mar. 30
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 3-mile

easy hike with elevation change of 500 ft., on the NC
Bartram Trail at Wallace Branch to a loop trail with a
pretty waterfall. Bring lunch. Meet in Franklin at West-
gate Plaza at 10 am. Drive 6 miles round trip. Call leader
Kathy Ratcliff, 349-3380, for reservations. Visitors are
welcome, but no pets please.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 4-mile
moderate hike on the Bartram Trail from Jones Gap to
Whiterock Mountain, elevation change of 400 ft, for a
great view from the top of the mountain. Meet at the Blue
Valley Overlook on Hwy. 106 at 10 am or at Jones Gap
at 10:20 am. Bring lunch and water. Drive 10 miles round
trip. Call leader Virginia Talbot, 526-4904 for reserva-
tions.

Wed., April 3
• Kindergarten registration at Highlands School for

the 2013-'14 school year will begin, for parents, at 10 am
in the school’s media center, 10:30a for children. Please
call the school office at (828) 526-2147 for more informa-
tion.

Thurs., April 4
• Taize at HUMC at 5:30p.
Thurs. April 18
• Taize at Holy Family Lutheran Church at 5:30p.
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OPEN ALL WINTEROPEN ALL WINTEROPEN ALL WINTEROPEN ALL WINTEROPEN ALL WINTER
Fri. & Sat., 11a-4pFri. & Sat., 11a-4pFri. & Sat., 11a-4pFri. & Sat., 11a-4pFri. & Sat., 11a-4p

and by appointmentand by appointmentand by appointmentand by appointmentand by appointment
828-526-3742828-526-3742828-526-3742828-526-3742828-526-3742

Finest collection of NEW and select fine
consignments available in Highlands

HighlandsHighlandsHighlandsHighlandsHighlands
Fine ConsignmentsFine ConsignmentsFine ConsignmentsFine ConsignmentsFine Consignments

460 Carolina Way, Highlands460 Carolina Way, Highlands460 Carolina Way, Highlands460 Carolina Way, Highlands460 Carolina Way, Highlands

Outdoor furniture, king beds,Outdoor furniture, king beds,Outdoor furniture, king beds,Outdoor furniture, king beds,Outdoor furniture, king beds,
kitchen island, library cases,kitchen island, library cases,kitchen island, library cases,kitchen island, library cases,kitchen island, library cases,

bistro tables w/leather, wood &bistro tables w/leather, wood &bistro tables w/leather, wood &bistro tables w/leather, wood &bistro tables w/leather, wood &
wicker bar stools, black leatherwicker bar stools, black leatherwicker bar stools, black leatherwicker bar stools, black leatherwicker bar stools, black leather
sofa, nice end tables...Lots ofsofa, nice end tables...Lots ofsofa, nice end tables...Lots ofsofa, nice end tables...Lots ofsofa, nice end tables...Lots of

items on SALE!items on SALE!items on SALE!items on SALE!items on SALE!

park and then go eat but since the places to
eat in Highlands are centrally located it may
look like they are in front of a certain es-
tablishment. Regardless, he’s asked them
not to park right out front of where they eat
but instead to park the cruiser down the
street and then walk back to the cruiser.
“This way they walk off the meal and the
perception is there is an officer on foot in
the downtown district.”

Wilkes said he understands that a po-
lice department’s job in a town like High-
lands is doubly difficult.

“But you have to be aware of the per-
ception of what's going on in a hospitality-
driven town, which means your officers
have two duties,” he said.

Chief Harrell said like it or not law
enforcement officers are charged with be-
ing disciplinarians.

“And people don’t like that,” said Com-
missioner Amy Patterson, smiling. Harrell
agreed.

Harrell said the department’s record
can prove that the Highlands Police De-
partment isn’t a heavy-handed department.

“Our verbal and written warnings far
outweigh the actual penalties that we could

assess,” he said.
Commissioner Brian Stiehler said he

feels that the relationship-building and cus-
tomer service the department has done is
good.

“People are comfortable with them.

The students picked Officer Jolly to do their
graduation speech. That's impressive,” he
said.

Harrell said the community asking the
police to be involved in that way doesn’t
happen in communities elsewhere.

“Anything we can do to become more

user-friendly we are open to,” he said.
One call that keeps officers busy is

false alarms. Consequently, commission-
ers recently voted to raise the charge for
false alarms. Now the first false alarm is
free and each one thereafter is $100.

– Kim Lewicki

... POLICE DEPT. continued from page 5



PULL OUT
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor
828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street

Sundays: Worship – 11
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)

Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p.
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376

Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth Group 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 –

Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)

HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell

2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741
Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;

Worship/Communion – 10:30
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Choir – 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin

828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCHAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor: Clayton Lopez • 828-743-9704

Independent Bible Church
Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big Ridge

Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH

Rev. Dean Cesa, pastor – Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 11 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dwight Loggins

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6
p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERSGRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERSGRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERSGRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERSGRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm
Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA

Church: 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011

Worshipping at the facilities of Whiteside Presbyterian Church,
Cashiers

Sun.: Holy Communion - 9 a.m.; Adult Forum - 10:45 at Buck’s
Coffee Cafe, Cashiers

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church

Thurs.: Women’s Prayer Group - 10 a.m., Whiteside Presbyterian
Church; Healing Service at noon

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children's Program,.
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University
EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite

II, (sanctuary), 10:30 am
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting – 6:15 p.m.,

Choir – 5 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Lee Bo wman, Pastor •  526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun. 8:30a communion service June-

Labor Day; School – 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast

Wednesdays – Choir – 7
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCHGOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am
Bible Study – 6 pm

• PLACES TO WORSHIP •John 3:16 Proverbs 3:5
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• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING•

By Father Mike Murphy
Christ Anglican Church

My daughter has recently been commissioned by the state as a driver
with her first official license. She currently runs around town in a car that

has about 140,000 miles on it. This particular vehicle has served our family
well since 2003. Because I have personally attended to a regimen of regular
maintenance for it, I have confidence that the car is in good shape and safe.
Nevertheless, despite that confidence, I am sure that at some point this car will
fail in one respect or another. I am certain that one day “old reliable” will
succumb to the inexorable march of time and age. Won’t we all?

With those inevitable facts (vehicle age, wear and tear) in mind, along
with a similar realization that even the healthiest of the physically fit will
likewise someday succumb to the march of time (bodily age, wear and tear),
I listen to the apostle Paul’s words from the 3rd chapter of his letter to the
Philippians a little differently. There he writes, “…put no confidence in the
flesh.”(Philippians 3:3, ESV). While Paul lists quite a few excellent reasons to
put confidence in his pedigree and the things of this world, he refuses to place
his trust in such. Instead, he places his confidence in God, specifically, in
Christ Jesus and in him alone. Anything outside of God Paul considers trash,
unworthy of his confidence. Why does he encourage his audience in such a
manner?

The answer is really quite simple, as highlighted in both the car and body
analogies above: they’re going to wear out. Anything and everything in this
world is wasting away. The tide of time is unstoppable. Therefore, Paul would
ask us, why would you or anyone want to place confidence in something
that’s on its way out? It matters not whether you are an evolutionist or a
creationist, we all understand that it is only a matter of time until anything and
everything (including us) passes away.

Earlier in his life, Paul admits that he had tried to live with confidence in
his experience, education and pedigree. His hope was in this world and his
flesh. However, living or hoping thusly led to nowhere that he was interested
in going and to nothing of lasting value. He was not about to make the same
stupid mistake again. Indeed, Paul had witnessed his one-time nemesis,
Jesus Christ, refuse to put confidence in the flesh. Why would he, Paul, put
confidence in the flesh if the Son of God resisted the temptation to do so? The
world and flesh are wasting away. God alone is eternal. God alone is not
wasting away.

A friend of mine is fond of saying, “You’re gonna be dead a whole lot
longer than you’re gonna be alive. Therefore, you had better start planning for
all of that dead time!” In a matter of speaking, my friend was saying the same
thing that Paul was attempting to communicate to the Philippians, “Put no
confidence in the flesh,” because it is wasting away and will some day soon
be over and gone. It will not get you anywhere of lasting value.

If we are all undeniably wasting away, along with the world in which we
live, then we have a decision to make. Will we put confidence in ourselves
and our resourcefulness, a.k.a., the flesh and the world? Or, will we place our
confidence in the only person or thing that is not wasting away, in God?

Paul and Jesus show us the only ultimately profitable place or person in
whom to place our confidence, the Lord God. Let us join them, taking both their
example and advice, and put our confidence in God. Then and only then we
can more fully appreciate the everlasting miracle of his resurrection.

In what do
you place

your
confidence?
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• Single Visit Crowns

• Orthodontics including Invisalign
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions

and of course Fillings and Cleanings!
(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Michelle Mead-Armor
michiemead@aol.com

• JUST HERS •

When did traveling stop
being fun, or at least, as
much fun as it was? The

mere sight of a plane ticket or
suitcase used to fill me with de-
light and anticipation. New plac-
es to see, new people to meet!
There was a minimum of hassle
involved, and hours of stimula-
tion and excitement in return.
You know you’re becoming old
when you start to think – and talk
– in terms of “the good ole days.”

 Perhaps it was growing up
in a small town and seeing the
same people every day, perhaps
not. I just remember the sheer
delight of pulling out of the drive-
way, not knowing what was com-
ing next. We waved at truck driv-
ers, and got them to blow their
horns for us. We recited the Bur-
ma Shave signs, and competed
to see who could spot the most
exotic license plate. We watched
enraptured as towns turned into
countryside and back again. At
truck stops, restaurants, and fast
food joints, we spoke respectful-
ly to waitresses, who told our
proud parents what a pleasure we
were to be around. Driving for
hours allowed us to develop that
special place that only a child can
find – that wonderful place of
imagination where your mind
can wander and grow and thrive.

 Things are different today.
Children are most often strapped
into a back seat, as an adult pops
a DVD into a machine to keep
them quiet for the duration of the
trip. Conversation is not encour-
aged, nor is imagination. Older
children are given electronic gad-
gets. What is on a screen in more
important than being in the here
and now. And woe betides the in-
nocent adult who waves at a child
in a car or a pack of school chil-
dren in a bus as they ride by. If
they notice you at all, they have
been warned by their parents and
teachers that you are a potential
axe murderer. Their reaction to
you is somewhere between stark
terror and total indifference.

 It was with mixed emotions
that I viewed my seat mates on
the return trip from Denver to At-

The Woman in 7A

lanta. The girl was about 15; her
younger brother about 10. As ex-
pected, they both came armed to
the teeth with electronic devices.
When you travel next to kids, you
never know what you’re going to
get. I introduced myself to both
young people, extending my hand
to shake. I treat children of any
age with courtesy and respect, nev-
er talking down to them or using
a silly sing song voice when ad-
dressing them. Children can spot
a phony from a mile off. I asked
the kids where they lived, what
year of school they were in, if they
had any pets waiting for them at
home, how their family and
school had fared in the recent
Northeast snow storm. Did they
feel more comfortable speaking
with a stranger since their parents
were sitting in the row in front of
them? Certainly, as was I in mak-
ing conversation with them. I let
them know that I might doze off,
but if they needed to use the bath-
room, they were not to hesitate to
wake me.

 I’d never seen many of the
features of an electronic reader, so
I watched in fascination as the
young woman read Orwell’s Ani-
mal Farm, highlighting passages
in yellow and even typing notes
in a kind of comment bubble. Her
younger brother had a harder time
of it when the flight attendant told
him he would have to power
down the game he was playing
until we reached altitude. I’d
watched in disappointment as
he’d slid down the window shade

to better see the screen of his game.
Still, it seemed like a small price
to pay for a contented little boy,
who later in the flight politely
asked to use the rest room.

 Before I knew it, we were
landing in Atlanta. It was the most
pleasant flight I’d had in a long
time, due to my young compan-
ions. As we taxied toward our gate,
the large woman across the aisle
reached for her cell phone, and
began a conversation as amusing
as it was bewildering. “And then I
said to him, ‘I need respect, I need
to be my own person, you know
what I’m sayin’?” We had landed
back into the real world, where
the person at the other end of the
phone line is infinitely more in-
teresting than the person sitting
beside you. I stood up and collect-
ed my bag from the overhead bin,
catching the eyes of my compan-
ions’ parents. “You have good
kids,” I said. They smiled to each
other, looking over their seats at
their kids and laughing. “No, real-
ly!” I continued. “They know how
to behave in public, how to speak
to grown-ups. They are good com-
pany!” We shared a brief moment
of mutual appreciation. I hope
they got home safely.

 Still in this little bubble, I dis-
embarked and glanced up to see
where I had to go for my connect-
ing flight to Asheville. Of course,
it was in another part of the air-
port, at the far end of the building.
How I missed those heady days,
post knee replacement operation,
when kind attendants picked me
up in golf carts and whisked me
to my next destination. I trudged
to the gate, looking for a place to
sit. As usual, the seats that weren’t
taken up by actual people were tak-
en up by their hand luggage. At last,
I spied the only empty seat at our
gate. The lady next to it was a sad-
faced woman in her late 40s or
early 50s, with long brown hair
and glasses. On her lap was a fold-
ed American flag. She clutched it
the way you would hold on to a
life raft, slowly running her thumb
back and forth across it, methodi-
cally. I sat down, and looked up at

her. Our eyes met. “I have one of
those,” I said, pointing to the flag.
“Husband or son?” she asked.
“Oh, no!” I stammered, suddenly
embarrassed that I had implied
the death of an old Army veteran
was in any way the same as losing

a young man in his prime.
“Look, there’s nothing I can say
that will make this any better,” I
said, so I just reached over and
took her hand. She began to
speak, telling me about the ser-

•See JUST HERS page 14



You know us as RUNNERS, but
don’t forget we are also NC
REAL ESTATE BROKERS.

You can count on us every step
of the way to get you to the
finish line. We train hard for

races, and we will work equally
hard for you!

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411
Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for
20 years!

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com
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Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop

Please Call for hours & directions
526-9743 • Highlands

Custom Quilts
Fabrics, Notions

515 Wyanoak Drive • Highlands
828-526-4946 or 828-200-0268

tinacrogers@frontier.com

Michael David Rogers
Native grown trees and plants

Erosion Control Specialist
Landscape Installation

& Maintenance

215 N. 4th St. • Highlands
(828) 526-2412 • www.schmittbuilders.com

 Renovations & Remodels
Fire & Water Damage
Commercial Projects

Highlands
Automotive

Service and Repair

(828) 787-2360 
2851 Cashiers Rd, Highlands • highlandsautomotive.com

CERTIFIED

Russell Marling & Chris Hall, owners, welcome Tudor Hall, service manager

19
08

10

Service Directory Ads

$17/week

Add $5 for color

highlandseditor@aol.com

Grading & Excavating • Certified Clearwater Contractor
www.wilsongrading.com

Edwin Wilson
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Phone (828) 526-4758
Cell (828) 421-3643

NC Lic. # 28972

Miller's Plumbing Service, LLC
Buddy Miller, Owner

• Water Cop Installation
& Winterization

• Remodels & New
Construction

Cell 828-371-1707
millersplumbing99@yahoo.com

Manley’s Towing
Service

Owner-Operator James Popcorn Manley
526-0374 • 342-0583

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

• Complete line of office supplies
• Laminating • Fax Service

• Greeting Cards • Laser paper
• Ink Cartridges • UPS services

95Highlands Plaza
526-3379

FAX: 526-3309

“It’s good to do business in Highlands”



Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving – now a full
service asphalt company specializing in

commercial and residential asphalt services.
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.

Other services?
Utility installation and repair, driveways,
ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing.

Call 828-526-9348.
Brysongrading@gmail.com

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com • www.lomalindafarm.com

Loma Linda Farm

Highlands, NC (828) 421-7922

NC License #10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care • Dog Park

Whiteside Cove
Cottages

5 new log cabins
nestled in the

hemlocks on 25
acres at the base

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

L. Stephen Foster & AssociatesL. Stephen Foster & AssociatesL. Stephen Foster & AssociatesL. Stephen Foster & AssociatesL. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land SurveyorsProfessional Land SurveyorsProfessional Land SurveyorsProfessional Land SurveyorsProfessional Land Surveyors

Serving Macon, Jackson and TransylvaniaServing Macon, Jackson and TransylvaniaServing Macon, Jackson and TransylvaniaServing Macon, Jackson and TransylvaniaServing Macon, Jackson and Transylvania
counties for more than 45 yearscounties for more than 45 yearscounties for more than 45 yearscounties for more than 45 yearscounties for more than 45 years

828-743-4154828-743-4154828-743-4154828-743-4154828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.comsfoster@fosterslandsurveying.comsfoster@fosterslandsurveying.comsfoster@fosterslandsurveying.comsfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLSL. Stephen Foster, PLSL. Stephen Foster, PLSL. Stephen Foster, PLSL. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLSStephen “Stuart” Foster PLSStephen “Stuart” Foster PLSStephen “Stuart” Foster PLSStephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

RESIDENTIAL  / COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

3BR/3BA HOUSE FOR RENT IN HIGHLANDS. Mirror Lake area.
$1,100 per month. Call 828-342-4277. (3/7)

TWO BEDROOM HOME – with views, W/D, and privacy. 3 miles to
downtown. Available April 1. Call 828-421-4681. (st. 3/7)

LARGE 4B/3BA HOME – Close to town. Handicap accessible with
large circular drive with ample parking. Long term lease. Furnished or unfur-
nished. $2,000/mth. Call 808-443-7353. (st. 11/15)

ARCHITECTS PRIVATE HOME WITH STUNNING FEATURES.
Three bedrooms plus den with three full baths, an open living area, two, stone
fireplaces, three decks overlooking stream and private stocked trout pond. Full
Privacy. Designer furnished. Walking distance to town. Rate dependant on
term. Non smokers only; not pets. Deposit required. Weekly, monthly or
yearly rental. Call 678-358-9675 or 770-639-2682. (st. 8/16)

COMMERCIAL MAIN STREET LOCATION with plenty of parking.
Great for retail or office space. For more information call 828-342-9158. (st. 7/
12)

HELP WANTED

SECRETARY NEEDED IN HIGHLANDS  – Call 828-487-4248. (3/
21)

NEEDED:  Experienced server, cook and hostess. Call 526-9822 to
schedule an appointment. (st. 3/7)

PART-TIME WAITSTAFF NEEDED AT CHESTNUT HILL.  Please
apply at 64 Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC (828-526-5251. (st. 3/7)

CHILL- A HIGHLANDS TREATERY is now looking for dependable,

energetic, friendly staff to work flexible hours. References required. Email
debi@chillhighlands.com, toll free fax 866-276-0763. (st. 2/28)

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SALES ASSOCIATES AT
HIGHLANDS POTPOURRI, women's apparel, accessories and gift bou-
tique. Full & part time positions available with possible advancement to salaried
manager position. Retail sales experience preferred. Required to work week-
ends and holidays. Send resume to potpourrihighlands@yahoo.com (3/7)

DOGS FOR SALE

BASSET HOUND PUPPIES – AKC and CKS certified. 4 weeks old.
Available at 7 weeks old. All shots and vet checked. Male and female. Call for
information and viewing. (828) 526-4676. (st. 3/7)

SERVICES

ASHE PAINTING – Stain & Pressure Washing. Quality Guaranteed.
Affordable. Dependable Service. Free Estimates. Residential, Commercial.
Fully Insured. Exterior, interior. Log Homes & Decks. Call Randall Ashe,
Owner. (828) 506-1641. (3/28)

HANDYMAN SERVICE – Electrical, plumbing, pressure cleaning, paint-
ing, carpentry, yardwork. References. Call Al Edgar at cell: 332-7271 or 369-
6245. (2/14)

HIGHLANDS HOME CARE.  Home monitoring and cleaning, Pet
Sitting, and Baby Sitting. Highlands family operated for 20+ years, call 828-
421-4681. (st. 11/28)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks and additions. Free
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (2/9/13)

MARK’S SEDAN SERVICE. Airport Transportation. Easy Pick Up
Procedures. Mark9398@live.com. 828-524-2149. Cell: 239-292-3623.(st. 9/
27)

HOUSE CLEANING, YARD WORK & HONEY-DO PROJECTS.
Done by Highlands couple with references. 828.482.2050.

• CLASSIFIEDS •

Registered Nurses
Certified Nursing Assistant

Director of Physician Practice
MDS Coordinator

•See CLASSIFIEDS page 14

Classified Ads

$6/10 words, 20¢ each

word after

Add $2 for highlight

highlandseditor@aol.com
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Larry Rogers
Construction Company, Inc.
Excavating • Grading • Trucking

Trackhoe Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities
(828) 526-2874

... CLASSIFIEDS from 13
MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN YOUR HOME?

Call for free inspection. 828-743-0900
CRAWLSPACE MOISTURE PROBLEMS?

Musty smell in your home? Call 828-787-1673. (St. 4/
28)

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES
– Complete Landscaping Company, Design, Installation
and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees, Hard-
scapes, Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage,
Erosion Control and RR-Tie work. 20 years serving
Highlands area. 828-526-2251.

refinance into a 15-year mortgage in 2012,
your tax deduction is $133.00 (per year
for the life of the new loan)

Common mistake #4: Home office
tax deduction. Whether you send your tax-
es to a CPA or accountant in a shoebox, or
you self file with programs like TurboTax
you will want to heed their advice on this
deduction if you work from home. The
idea of the home office tax deduction
sounds resplendent, but may be a little like
The Wizard of Oz. Before you go traipsing
down that yellow brick road, you’ll want
to be sure you really are the wizard of your
home occupation. There are rules on top
of rules for that deduction, and red flag
warnings at every turn.

Common mistake #5: Failing to re-
pay the first-time homebuyer credit. This
one doesn’t apply to a lot of people in High-
lands, but you may know of people that
could be affected by this one. The original
first-time homebuyer credit was for up to
$7,500 for those eligible. If you bought
your first home after April 8, 2008, and
before Jan. 1, 2009, and took that credit, it
was not a gift, it was a loan, and must be
repaid over 15 years starting when you
filed your 2010 taxes.

... INVESTING continued from page 6
Common mistake #6: Don’t forget to

track your home related expense deduc-
tions. The article suggests you keep all man-
ufacturers’ paperwork claiming energy sav-
ings, and save any government tax bills. In
other words, if you are claiming a deduc-
tion, have a paper trail that would easily
lead an IRS representative to the source.

Common mistake #7: Capital gains. If
you sold your main home last year, don’t
forget to pay capital gains taxes on any prof-
it. You can exclude $250,000 (or $500,000
if you’re a married couple) of any profits
from taxes. So if your cost basis for your
home is $100,000 (what you paid for it plus
any improvements) and you sold it for
$400,000, your capital gains are $300,000.
However, rules and time limits apply. It is
suggested you seek advice and take a look at
IRS Publication 523

Common mistake #8: Energy tax cred-
its. (Briefly mentioned in #6) You may be
eligible to take up to a 10% tax credit for
home improvements made in 2012, but it’s
a lifetime credit. IRS form #5695 should
answer most eligibility requirements for
that deduction.

Common mistake #9: Mortgage inter-
est tax deduction. Some people claim too
much interest paid. You can only deduct up
to one million dollars of mortgage debt. For
example, if your mortgage is for 1.5 mil-
lion dollars, you can only deduct the inter-
est paid on the one million. (This shouldn’t
be a problem, because if you can afford a
mortgage over a million dollars, you can
afford to hire a good tax attorney)

• Jeannie and Tucker Chambers are
owners and brokers at The Chambers Agen-
cy, REALTORS, specializing in second (and
third) home investment sales and vacation
rentals. Their office is located at 401 N. Fifth
Street in Highlands, NC. 526-3717.

vices she’d attended, the kindness and sup-
port of the military and strangers alike. She
told me about her family, in which serving
in the military was a time-honored tradi-
tion. An older woman walked past, and nod-
ded. “I have one of those,” she whispered.
What a sad sisterhood, all of these grieving
women! We finally boarded our plane. The
woman with the flag took her seat, 7A, on
our flight to Asheville. The flight attendant
came down the aisle, checking all of us. She
stopped to hug the lady in 7A. Upon arrival
in Asheville, we collected our luggage, pre-
paring to enter our own worlds again. My
last sight of the lady with the flag was sit-

... JUST HERS continued from page 11
ting on a bench outside the airport, smok-
ing, while a family friend sat with her,
holding two beribboned bibles. They say
that travel broadens the mind, and if you
are lucky, it broadens the soul, too. Some-
times the air miles you put on your heart
are the biggest reward you can get, and
fortunately, those are the ones that never
expire.

• Michelle A. Mead is a writer and
translator who was born in Key West, and
grew up in a small town in the Shenan-
doah Valley of Virginia. She has lived in
Highlands since 2006.

be unlocked to allow students to pass
through. Additionally, Bell explained that
all classroom doors cannot be locked from
the inside, while other exit doors do not
shut completely when opened.

Franklin High School (FHS) has eight
separate classroom buildings, each with nu-
merous entrances. “Our evaluation is that
it would be impossible to control the move-
ment on this campus,” said Bell. FHS cur-
rently has a limited number of cameras, of
which several more should be added. Bell
said that any significant solution would re-
quire a new FHS campus.

Nantahala School requires an electric
lock on the door next to the office, a buzzer
and speaker box for the receptionist, cam-
eras and a SRO.

Macon Early College, like all the other
schools, would require the same basic ad-
ditions, however the county can do little to
increase the safety of the students, who walk
freely to the adjacent Southwestern Com-
munity College and the public library.

Need for SROs
While there are things which can be

constructed to protect schools from poten-
tial threats, the need for security personnel
is also a deterrent, according to Holland.
However with budgetary restraints, a sig-
nificant increase in such personnel is un-
likely.

“My stance is still the same. I support
School Resource Officers,” said Holland,
who indicated that six additional officers
for each Macon County school would be

ideal. “Six positions is a lot of money… “I
know we won’t be getting six SROs and
we’ll be lucky to get two SROs with all the
budget restraints.”

With benefits and the proper equip-
ment, Holland estimated the cost would
be $507,000, with a reoccurring cost of
$316,950 each year. He indicated instead
that his department would continue to
increase their school security measures
and would ask the county in the future for
an additional two officers.

Schools in other counties have a com-
parable SRO presence. According to Hol-
land, Swain County currently has two
SROs for all four of its schools, while Jack-
son County has three SROs for its nine
schools. Clay County has one officer for
all three of its schools, which are all locat-
ed on one campus. Transylvania has eight
for its nine schools.

Meanwhile, Rep. Mark Meadows has
introduced H.R. 175 Protect America’s
School Act. This measure would revital-
ize the Cops in Schools (CIS) grant pro-
gram, which has not been funded since
fiscal 2005, and fund it at $30 million
annually. The CIS program is specifically
designed to assist local law enforcement
agencies in the hiring of officers with the
primary goal of policing and providing
education to schools. The bill is in com-
mittee.

Commissioners will consider re-
quests while they work on the 2013-’14
budget.

... SAFETY continued from page 1

– an estimated 42,400 cubic yards over
4.9 acres.

The sediment causes treatment issues
and over the years has clogged the intake
valve – Highlands’ drinking water supply.

Besides the cost of dredging, ease-
ments on private property on each side of
the creek is necessary and that could be a
big roadblock.

The cost to dredge Big Creek is esti-
mated at $2.1 million but McGill believes
the town should address Randall Lake, too,
as lake sediment has been released into
Big Creek in the past and could happen
again.

The estimated sediment in the 2-acre
Randall Lake is 8,000 cubic yards. The dam
is severely deteriorated and leaks signifi-
cantly.

The problem is Randall Lake is private-
ly owned so legal access is needed before
anything can be done. In addition, approv-
al would be needed by the Army Corps,
NCDWQ, NCDENR and the NC Wildlife
Resource Commission.

Preliminary estimates are $400,000 for
dredging and $800,000 for dam replace-
ment. Not including property acquisition
the total for both Big Creek and Randall
Lake would be $3.3 million.

Town Manager Bob Frye said he is wait-
ing on engineering estimates for each
project.

“Once I get them, which should be by
the first of April, I'll see if we can incorpo-
rate them into the 2013-'14 budget,” he said.

– Kim Lewicki

... BUDGET continued from page 4
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526-1796
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Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

Mtn. Findings

www.chambersagency.net

The
Chambers Agency
Realtors
Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James!
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

8

Highlands Plaza
526-5525

21

22

Cosper Flowers
Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p

Closed Sunday
Orders & Deliveries

Daiily
In Highlands Plaza

(828) 526-8671
www.cosperflowers.com

Where Smiles are in Bloom All Year Long!

22

Find all the waterfalls
at highlandsinfo.com

Bridal Veil Falls

1

Public
Restrooms

526-8878

Ruka’s Table
Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner nightly

 from 5:30
Bar opens at 4 p.m.

526-3636 8

526-3901 • 800-526-3902

109

1

To donate
funds to the
Emergency
Council of
Highlands
or to find

out how you
can help
someone
pay their
utility bill,

call the
Emergency
Council at
526-4357

Home Gifts, Art
& Antiques

526-3909 • 468 Carolina Way

Main St, Oak Square,
Mon-Sat, 10-5

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug
Gallery

526-5759

7

31
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“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman
Broker

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com

828-526-2338

30

Paoletti
Serving Dinner

Thurs.-Sun. from
5:30p

Call for reservations
526-4906

29

...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

nadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.comnadineparadise@gmail.com
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com.NadineParadise.com
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... at the Peggy Crosby Center
PO Box 785, Highlands, NC 28741 26

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

343-D
Main Street!
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Voted Best Realtor
by newspaper readers

2012
#1 Agent in Highlands

per HCMLS 2012

Jody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody LovellJody Lovell
828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104828-526-4104

exurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrexurbiasothebysrealtyealtyealtyealtyealty.com.com.com.com.com

33

Text SIR to 87778 to download our
app for any mobile phone.

www.ontheverandah.com

Will reopenWill reopenWill reopenWill reopenWill reopen
Friday, March 29 forFriday, March 29 forFriday, March 29 forFriday, March 29 forFriday, March 29 for
7 nights a week and7 nights a week and7 nights a week and7 nights a week and7 nights a week and
brunch beginningbrunch beginningbrunch beginningbrunch beginningbrunch beginning

March 31March 31March 31March 31March 31

Highlands NC Realty

Tammy
Mobley

www.HighlandsNC.info

NEW location: 3566 Cashiers Rd, Highlands

Broker/Owner

26 years
experience

(770)337-1000
(828)482-0325

Lunch:
Tues.-Sun.

Dinner:
Tues. - Sat.

828-526-8784828-526-8784828-526-8784828-526-8784828-526-8784 (office)

Pat AllenPat AllenPat AllenPat AllenPat Allen
Broker-in-chargeBroker-in-chargeBroker-in-chargeBroker-in-chargeBroker-in-charge

828-200-91828-200-91828-200-91828-200-91828-200-917777799999

Broker AssociateBroker AssociateBroker AssociateBroker AssociateBroker Associate
Andrea GabbardAndrea GabbardAndrea GabbardAndrea GabbardAndrea Gabbard
828-200-6165828-200-6165828-200-6165828-200-6165828-200-6165

L. Stephen Foster & AssociatesL. Stephen Foster & AssociatesL. Stephen Foster & AssociatesL. Stephen Foster & AssociatesL. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land SurveyorsProfessional Land SurveyorsProfessional Land SurveyorsProfessional Land SurveyorsProfessional Land Surveyors

828-743-4154828-743-4154828-743-4154828-743-4154828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.comsfoster@fosterslandsurveying.comsfoster@fosterslandsurveying.comsfoster@fosterslandsurveying.comsfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLSL. Stephen Foster, PLSL. Stephen Foster, PLSL. Stephen Foster, PLSL. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLSStephen “Stuart” Foster PLSStephen “Stuart” Foster PLSStephen “Stuart” Foster PLSStephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

Serving Macon, Jackson and TransylvaniaServing Macon, Jackson and TransylvaniaServing Macon, Jackson and TransylvaniaServing Macon, Jackson and TransylvaniaServing Macon, Jackson and Transylvania
counties for more than 45 yearscounties for more than 45 yearscounties for more than 45 yearscounties for more than 45 yearscounties for more than 45 years

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...
and Invest in Your Life!”TM

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips,
Broker

(828) 200-2642

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille,
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

www.patallenrealtygroup.com


