
• Inside •
Volume 11, Number 48 Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: HighlandsInfo.com Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013

 SUMMER HOUSE

Mon.-Sat. 9-5
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing 
Center’

The

Letters.....................................				 2
Dining/Eateries.....................			  4		
Events.....................................	   12
Shopping Pullout .................			 16
RE Snapshots.........................			 19
Investing at 4,118 Ft.............			 20
Police & Fire..........................			 23
Classifieds..............................		 	 30•See HOLIDAY page 7

•See HOLLAND page 7

•See LAND FILL page 3

Wed., Nov. 27
• The Eastern Star will be 

selling its pumpkin rolls and pe-
cans in front of Bryson’s Food 
Store. Pumpkin Rolls are $15. 
Pre-order both at 526-9582 or 
342-4378. 

Friday, Nov. 29
• Josh Goforth performing 

with David Holt at the Highlands 
PAC on Friday at 8pm.  Tickets 
are $25. Call 828.526.9047.  

• Santa in Town Square to 
hear Christmas wishes.

• Huge sale at Mountain 
Findings on Spruce St. from 
noon-4p.

Fri. & Sat., Nov.29-30
• At The Bascom, from 10a 

to 5p, Artists Marketplace featur-
ing a wide variety of homemade 
original artwork – priced to fit 
any budget. 

• Gingerbread House Work-
shop at The Bascom. 10a to noon 
and 1-3p. All materials provided. 
Children under 10 must be ac-
companied by an adult. $45 per 
house.

Sat.-Sun., Nov. 30-Dec. 1
• Huge indoor Yard Sale 

next to Jill’s Consignment Shop 
on the Cashiers Road. Every-
thing 50% off. 

Sat., Nov. 30
• Town of Highlands Christ-

mas Tree Lighting festivities begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. on Main St. at the 
Methodist Church. Carols and a 
visit from Santa.	

• Santa in Town Square to 
hear Christmas wishes after the 
Tree Lighting

Tues., Dec. 3
• How to sign up for the Af-

fordable Care Act presented by  
Cynthia Solesbbe with Mountain 
Projects, at 2 p.m. at the Hudson 
Library.  For more information call 
828-400-4177.

Visits with Santa start Friday, Nov. 29

This year Santa will be hearing Christmas wishes in Town Square 
on the Friday after Thanksgiving, Saturday, Nov. 30 after the tree 
lighting, Saturday, Dec. 7 after the parade and Dec. 14 and 21 
from 11a-3p.				         Photo by Jim Lewicki

The only place to watch the 
Georgia Bulldogs is at The Lost Hiker!

The Best Sports Bar in Highlands 
Located Right Behind Bank of America

476 Carolina Way, Highlands NC     
828-526-8232

By Brittany Burns
Macon County’s solid waste 

department has stretched the 
landfill as far as it can to make 
room for incoming waste. About 
30,000 tons of  garbage is accu-
mulated in the county landfill an-
nually and trash from the High-
lands Transfer station accounts 
for about 7,300 tons of  that. 

In 2008, the Highlands 
C&D Landfill was closed and the 
county constructed the transfer 
station to collect waste generated 
in Highlands. According to Ma-
con County Solid Waste Direc-
tor Chris Stahl, the primary goal 
of  the transition was to prevent 
multiple route trucks having to 
travel up and down the mountain 
to Highlands each day. 

The closing of  the High-
lands landfill shortened the life 

County looks 
at new solid 

waste options 
as landfill 

‘fills’ up

By Davin Eldridge
In effort to keep North Car-

olina public schools safe, Macon 
County Sheriff  Robert Holland 
and several other North Caro-
linians were recently selected by 

Holland part of Governor’s 
NC School Safety Task Force

Governor Pat McCrory to serve 
on a new Public School Safety 
Task Force.

McCrory announced on Nov. 
13 the appointments to his “Safer 

What started as a seven-min-
ute speech, ended 10 months later 
with a partnership between 10 
Rotary Clubs, $40,000 and a proj-
ect that would change the lives of  
all involved.  

Jim Hardy, who lives in Bre-
vard, volunteers as an ambassador 
for the Free Wheelchair Missions 
(FWM). Hardy was told he would 
have 20 minutes to plead his case 
to the Cashiers Rotary Club in 
hopes of  generating support. By 
the time the Cashiers Rotary Club 
got to Hardy’s presentation, he 
only had seven minutes, which he 
used to tell the club about Don 
Schoendorfer, founder of  the 
FWM.  

Schoendorfer, who holds a 
Phd. in mechanical engineering 
from MIT as well as 60 patents 
for biomedical devices, founded 
the FWM in 2001.

While in Morocco with his 
wife, Shoendorfer saw a woman 

Area Rotary 
Clubs take 
wheelchairs 
to Bolivia

•See WHEELCHAIRS page 4

An item pulled from the 
Consent Agenda spurred dis-
cussion concerning town spend-
ing and employee compensation 

at the Thursday, Nov. 21 Town 
Board meeting.

Unless a commissioner 
chooses to pull an item for discus-

sion from the Consent Agenda, 
those issues are typically passed 
over.

‘No’ to off-premise signs and extra 
holiday; ‘yes’ to dark fiber rate
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Dear Editor,
For the past few months some of  the 

people in Western North Carolina who 
write letters-to-the-editor want to blame 
Governor Pat McCrory for the sorry state 
of  affairs in the State. He knew what he was 
getting into. He knew his popularity would 
suffer as he carried out his plan to get the 
State moving again but that his popularity 
would improve if  he could increase 
employment and add more revenue to the 
State’s Treasury. 

North Carolina was broke when he 
took over. It is going to take several years 

to repair the problems he inherited when 
he became the Governor. 

He worked with the legislators to 
fix our tax laws that have hurt out State. 
Companies were not coming to our state 
because of  our tax laws. Do you remember 
when Hickory, NC was the furniture capital 
of  the world? Those industries left the 
State partially because of  our tax rates. 

Well over a million people are 
unemployed in North Carolina. Putting 
people back to work is the prime interest 
for Gov. McCrory. Without more people 
working and paying taxes, teachers, 
policemen and government works are not 
going to have their pay increased. Adding 
thousands of  people to the employment 
list is the only way to increase our state’s 
income. 

With the new tax laws several 
companies have moved into our State 

Gov. McCrory is 
doing a good job

and several businesses have announced 
expansions. Out unemployment rate is 
now 8.7%. We have dropped our State’s 
unemployment rate down from being #49 
to #44 on the unemployment list of  states 
in the USA. 

Our State is now faced with the 
problems caused by the Affordable Health 
Care Act. This Act at present seems to be 
causing more problems than it was suppose 
to fix. 

It is apparent that the people who 
were in charge of  this act did not have the 
expertise to get it running. It is also apparent 
that many people who had good health care 
plans are finding those health care plans 
being canceled. 

The American people were told they 
could keep their doctors and their health 
care plans if  they liked them. That has now 
turned out not to be the case. Remember 
that our Governor Pat McCrory was not 
the person who made that statement. His 
one commitment to all the people of  North 
Carolina to try and help them find jobs, 
period! 

Jim Mueller
Glenville, NC 

• MileStone •

On Thursday, Nov. 21, Clara Lewicki  
celebrated her 90th birthday with family 
and friends at Paoletti’s Restaurant.

Photo by Rachel Lewicki

Dear Editor,
In 2008, Democrats knew Barrack 

Obama was only a community organizer 
from one of  the most corrupt cities in 
America (Chicago) yet they voted him into 
the presidency, giving him the hardest job 
on the planet. Hey, the man was attractive, 
had a silver tongue and, after eight years 
of  George Bush, that’s all that seemed to 
matter back in 2008. But voting a commu-
nity organizer into the presidency of  the 
greatest nation on this planet was quite a 
leap for the Democrats but they were able 
to pull it off.

After four years in office, President 
Obama proved he was just a commu-
nity organizer and ill equipped to run the 
mightiest nation on the planet. Incompe-
tence breeds incompetence. Yet, in 2012, 
the Democrats voted him back into office. 
He was a little greyer, looked more distin-
guished and still had the same silver tongue 
that seems to mesmerize people.

Now, in 2013, Democrats are aban-

Democrats 
should stand by 

their man

doning their beloved president like rats 
leaving a sinking vessel. Where’s the 
Democrats’ loyalty? They created this 
mess so they should be faithful and stand 
with the man they put into office.

Yes, President Obama lied about 
health care but so what? All presidents 
lie. Have you already forgotten that fa-
mous quote, “I did not have sex with that 
woman, Monica Lewinski?” 

Democrats need to take blame for 
what they have done to this once great 
nation and not abandon their leader when 
he needs them the most. Stand by your 
man and go down with the ship! Where 
I come from (law enforcement), loyalty 
is about sticking with your fellow man all 
the way to the end! It’s how I survived.

Fred Wooldridge
No. Palm Beach, FL
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Ray Pottery at The Hen House

of  the county landfill, and has contributed 
to the county’s need to develop the landfill 
to keep it operational in future years. 

At the request of  Commissioner Paul 
Higdon, liaison to the solid waste depart-
ment, Stahl presented the board of  com-
missioners with three plans to consider in 
moving forward with the landfill. 

Stahl began by explaining to the com-
missioners what the solid waste depart-
ment was currently doing to address the 
issue and outlined the benefits and conse-
quences of  moving forward with Option 
I. Stahl explained to the board that Ma-
con County is currently in the process of  
completing a year-long process of  prelimi-
nary hydrogeological work just to develop 
Phase III of  the existing landfill. Develop-
ing Phase III of  the landfill is expected to 
extend the life and capacity of  the prop-
erty by 16 years. 

Continuing with Option I would 
mean creating a footprint of  approximate-
ly 22 acres and a capacity of  900,000 cu-
bic yards of  airspace. The total cost to the 
county for Option I would be $1,642,500 
per year, which would be $812,500 more 
than what the county is currently paying.

Stahl briefed commissioners on an 
entirely different method that would aban-
don having a county landfill all together. 
Commissioners were informed of  a “ship 
and tip” plan -- Option II -- where Ma-
con County’s waste would to be shipped to 
neighboring counties or states. Instead of  
the cost of  developing the current proper-
ty, the county would instead pay shipping 
and tipping fees. 

A positive in the shipping and tip-
ping option would be the elimination of  
a “lifespan” or capacity level. Stahl said 
that if  a landfill Macon County ships to 
reaches capacity, the county would simply 
look for another location. Stahl said to 
start, Macon County would likely ship to 
parts of  Georgia. 

Under this scenario, even though ca-
pacity levels would no longer be an issue 
at the Macon County landfill, a downside 
to the ship and tip option would be the 
unpredictable rate costs from year to year. 
Costs would vary based on distance and 
location of  the outer landfills being used. 

“Having surveyed neighboring coun-
ties, I estimate that the average cost per 
ton to ship and tip at this time to be about 
$45 to $50 per ton,” said Stahl.

Stahl estimated that Option II’s total 
cost to the county would be $1,920,000 
per year, which is a $1,090,000 per year in-
crease compared to the current costs.

Careful to explain the drastic cost dif-
ference in Option II, Stahl explained that 
the creation of  the Highlands Transfer 

Station inflates the numbers. 
“My discussion of  the Transfer Sta-

tion, and other operations as well, was to 
point out that not all of  the money col-
lected to operate the landfill itself  actu-
ally goes toward the landfill operation,” 
Stahl explained. “The point being that the 
landfill collects approximately $2 million 
in tipping fees, but only about $800,000 
is actually attributed to the landfill. The 
transfer station, recovery operation, recy-
cling processing center, etc. are all ancillary 
facilities in the solid waste program, but 
don’t in themselves generate revenue. This 
is only important in respect to an evalua-
tion of  landfilling versus shipping out of  
county. To ship out, you are not replacing 
$2 million in operations with $1,350,000 to 
ship and tip somewhere else; you are only 
replacing about $800,000. Even that is over 
simplistic because there are various landfill 
expenses that would still be realized even if  
we weren’t still operating a landfill.”

Explaining the current operational 
costs, Stahl explained that by going with 
Option II, the county would have to incur 
those costs as well as additional costs to 
maintain other services currently under the 
county’s solid waste department’s belt. 

“Our tipping fee is $66 per ton. When 
you hear that you can send waste to a pri-
vate regional landfill for $45 per ton ($25/
ton tipping fee and $20/ton haul fee), 
that sounds better by comparison,” he ex-
plained. “The difference is that the private 
landfill is only a landfill and is not doing all 
of  the other solid waste activities (like re-
cycling, illegal dumping enforcement, etc.) 
that we are, so it’s not an apples-to-apples 
comparison. The portion of  our tipping fee 
that goes to the landfill itself  is about $27/
ton. The rest of  the tipping fee helps cover 
the other operations, like the transfer sta-
tion, and all of  those costs remain even if  
the landfill goes away. That is why it is actu-
ally more expensive for us to transfer waste 
than it is to operate our own landfill.”

Option III, the path commissioners 
seemed to be most interested in, calls for 
developing and expanding Phase III. If  
Phase III was to be expanded, the footprint 
is projected to be approximately 36 acres 
with a capacity of  2,800,000 cubic yards of  
airspace. 

“The principle difference between 
Options I and III is taking advantage of  
economic of  scale and improved geometry 
of  the footprint to reduce the unit cost of  
development and greatly extend the life ex-
pectancy of  the landfill,” explained Stahl.

The third option would require com-
missioners to look into the cost of  proper-
ty acquisition in order to have the available 
space to expand the existing landfill, which 

commissioners did during two separate 
closed sessions during the special called 
meeting. 

By extending and developing Phase 
III, the lifespan of  the landfill would be al-
most 50 years, a number Stahl was hesitant 
to give after citing the impossibilities of  
predicting variables such as population in-
creases and the development of  new solid 
waste disposable methods. 

The third option is estimated to cost 
the county a total of  $1,272,000 per year, 
which would be an increase of  $442,000 
from the total operational costs annually.

After Stahl gave his presentation on 
the landfill, commissioners met with Stahl 
again in closed session to continue discus-
sion of  property acquisition. No decision 
was made during last week’s special meet-
ing. 

...LANDFILL continued from page 1
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crawling on the ground through traffic and asked his 
guide why she didn’t have a wheelchair. The guide replied 
that wheelchairs were too expensive for people in that 
country.

After returning to his home in California, Scho-
endorfer concluded God had given him talents which 
should be used to help the less fortunate. He kept think-
ing about that woman in Morocco, so he went into his 
garage, took the wheels off  his mountain bike, sawed off  
the legs of  a plastic patio chair, bent some metal conduit 
used by electricians, and built a wheelchair. 

Now 12 years later, Shoendorfer’s organization has 
delivered almost 700,000 wheelchairs to people in 84 
countries. Each wheelchair costs $71.88 to be shipped 
and delivered to a crippled person anywhere in the world.

When the Cashiers Rotary meeting adjourned that 
day promptly at 9 a.m., Shoendorfer’s left with one check 
for one wheelchair, but many Rotary members in atten-
dance also took his brochures. 

In the following weeks, the FWM had received 
$26,000 in donations for the project. With $36,000 more, 
an entire container of  550 wheelchairs could be pur-
chased and sent anywhere in the world.

Needing the additional funds, the Cashiers Rotary 
Club then reached out to neighboring clubs such as 
Franklin Daybreak, Franklin Noonday, The Sylva Club, 
Cashiers Valley, Highlands and the Highlands Mountain-
top club, as well as Rotary’s Assistant District Governor 
Jodie Cook. 

Dr. John Baumrucker from The Highlands Moun-
taintop Rotary had already been to Bolivia on 15 mission 
trips, so he volunteered to coordinate delivery and distri-
bution of  the chairs through four more Rotary Clubs in 
and near Montero, Bolivia. With all the pieces in place, 
the chairs were ordered, manufactured and delivered. 

Other area Rotarians, Duncan Wheale, Jim Hardy, 
his wife Alice, and Tom Harley volunteered to go to 
Montero for a week in May, where they met up with Dr. 

Baumrucker.
“After some trials and tribulations with customs, we 

finally received the 550 wheelchairs from the Wheelchair 
Mission in Montero, Bolivia,” said Dr. Baumrucker. “The 
Highlands Bolivian Mission has been involved with Rotary 
International with the distribution of  two lots of  240 chairs 
before this episode.

Dr. Baumrucker explained that problems with cus-
toms temporarily delayed the project, but ultimately, the 
group prevailed and were able to change the lives of  com-
plete strangers.

“The chairs were purchased involving chairs Frank-
lin Daybreak, Franklin Noonday, The Sylva Club, Cashiers 
Valley, Highlands and the Highlands Mountaintop Rotary 
Club who together paid $38,000,” said Dr. Baumrucker. 
“The chairs were made in China and the delivery to Bolivia 
was delayed three weeks but arrived in plenty of  time to be 
distributed by the five people who traveled to Montero for 
the purpose of  giving the chairs away for free. Tom Har-
ley, Duncan Wheale, Jim and Alice Hardy and myself  gave 
away most of  the chairs and the rest were distributed by 
the Rotary Club of  Montero with the help of  the mayor’s 
office in Montero. Unfortunately the customs held up the 
delivery of  the wheelchairs until the last two days of  the 
team’s visit, but that didn’t deter the group from doing their 
duty to the poor people of  Montero and the surrounding 
areas. The gift of  a wheelchair not only frees the person 
who receives it, but also the family who cares for the per-
son who cannot walk.”

For the first time, because of  the help of  complete 
strangers from across the world, they now had mobility, 
independence, and some dignity.

The first shipment of  wheelchairs was just the begin-
ning, and with countless other individuals all around the 
world struggling for a means to get around, local Rotary 
Clubs plans to continue working on the mission to provide 
wheelchairs to those in need. 

...WHEELCHAIRS continued from page 1

An organized effort between 
six area rotary clubs enabled 
550 wheelchairs from the 
Wheelchair Mission to be 
delivered to Montero, Bolivia. 
Above, Duncan Wheale and 
Tom Harley put wheelchairs 
together.
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Students at Western Carolina Uni-
versity, like their counterparts across 
North Carolina, will find themselves pay-
ing a bit more when dining on campus 
beginning in the spring semester because 
of  a significant change in state law affect-
ing sales tax on university meal plans.

During the legislative session that 
ended this summer, the N.C. General As-
sembly repealed a long-standing exemp-
tion on sales taxes charged on student 
meal plans. As part of  a tax reform bill, 
sales tax must now be charged and col-
lected on student meals, effective Jan. 1.

Beginning with billing for the spring 
2014 semester, all student meal plans 
will be charged at a rate of  6.75 percent 
on the total amount of  the plan. Sales 
tax will be included in spring 2014 bills, 
which will be mailed to students in the 
next few weeks.

In addition, the new law also requires 
that sales tax be charged and collected at 
all “point of  purchase” food sales at any 
campus dining location, including faculty 
and staff  purchases made with CatCash, 
which previously were exempt from the 
tax.

“We realize that any increase in cost 
is unwelcome news, but we want the 
members of  our campus community to 
be aware of  this change as they prepare 
budgets for the spring semester,” said 
Keith Corzine, assistant vice chancellor 
for campus services. “We greatly appreci-
ate the cooperation of  students, faculty 
and staff  as we implement these new 
procedures next semester.”

The new cost for meal plans at 
WCU can be found online at the website 
www.wcu.edu/current-students/student-
accounts-office/tuition-and-fees/fall-
2013-spring-2014-undergraduate-tuition-
and-fees.asp.

Law change  
requires 

universities to 
charge tax on 

meal plans 
beginning Jan. 1
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Schools” Task Force, adding that the or-
ganization will seek to provide guidance 
to the Center for Safer Schools, while also 
considering possible improvements to 
school safety through future policy and 
legislative action.

“The group ranges from students 
and teachers to elected officials, lawyers 
and law enforcement from across North 
Carolina,” reads the statement. “School 
safety is a top priority of  my administra-
tion,” said Governor Pat McCrory. “One 
of  my first actions after taking office was 
tasking the Department of  Public Safety 
with developing a comprehensive plan to 
make our schools safer for students, par-
ents, teachers and administrators. I am 
pleased to announce a very diverse, tal-
ented and functional task force that will 
provide guidance and sound advice that is 
needed to improve school safety in North 
Carolina.”

Joining 20 members representing 
various areas throughout the state, Hol-
land said he was happy to join the task 
force, and intended to represent WNC 
youth to the best of  his ability.

“I consider it an honor for the gov-
ernor to select me to represent law en-
forcement for the far west and the people 
I proudly serve,” said Holland in a state-
ment on Monday. “My top priority has al-
ways been to protect our most vulnerable 
citizens and I will take the governor’s ap-
pointment seriously and look forward to 
being a voice for my community striving 
to make positive improvements in keep-
ing our kids safer.”

Along with two residents from neigh-
boring Jackson County; Mary Jane Fergu-
son, retired educator from Cherokee, and 
former Smoky Mountain Center manager 
Greta Metcalf, Holland comprises the 
westernmost portion of  the state.

“North Carolina does not end at 
Asheville and [Western North Carolina] de-
serves to have a voice in Raleigh,” said Hol-
land, who has worked in law enforcement 
for over twenty years—twelve of  which he 
has served as Macon’s Sheriff. “Things are 
much different here than they are in the 
east and our needs can vary therefore hav-
ing input will be very important.”

“I have played an active role in helping 
to establish legislation and have always been 
an advocate for children,” said Holland. “I 
have assisted in implementing a number of  
programs in our school system regarding 
school safety. The most important thing I 
bring to the table is that I have always been 
a pro-active leader. When it comes to our 
youth, I have always been a strong advocate 
keeping their best interest at heart.”

Holland said that he would like to see 
a concerted effort by all districts to make 
school safety their top priority. “And not 
just words,” he said. “As many know, I have 
been a proponent of  additional SROs in 
our schools and I continue to stand by that. 
SROs play a vital role in our schools and it’s 
not just about someone in uniform carry-
ing a gun.”

Governor McCrory will be meeting 
with the task force in the near future to sol-
dify its purpose and programs.

...HOLLAND continued from page 1

However, last week Commissioner 
Amy Patterson requested that an item to 
amend the personnel manual as it pertains 
to employee holidays be discussed in open 
session.

The amendment would have given 
town employees 12 paid holidays per year 
rather than the current 11 – adding a third 
day to the Christmas holiday break.

Currently, employees get two days 
off  for the Christmas holiday – Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day. The twelfth 
holiday would have been for the day after 
Christmas. 

During a year when Christmas falls 
on a Thursday, that would mean employ-
ees would get off  Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday and of  course Saturday and 
Sunday.

“I believe in a good day’s work and an 
honest day’s pay,” said Commissioner Pat-
terson. “Taxpayers already pay for 5,000 
manhours for 11 holidays, another day 
would mean another 500 manhours – my 

citizens don’t get a return on this.”
According to Town Clerk Rebecca 

Shuler, the amendment to the personnel 
manual concerning the 12 paid holidays 
mirrors what the state and the county are 
currently doing. But Commissioner Pat-
terson said if  there is a compelling reason, 
OK, but Highlands doesn’t have to mirror 
the county or the state.

Commissioner Gary Drake agreed 
with Patterson.

“I agree we have to stop the spending; 
this is a little too much,” he said.

In the end, the board voted 4 to 1 to 
not amend the personnel manual as it per-
tains to the day after Christmas – a twelfth 
paid holiday. 

Commissioner Brian Stiehler voted 
against the motion.

Sign Ordinance
Interim Planner Josh Ward presented 

suggested changes to the sign ordinance.

...HOLIDAY continued from page 1
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This August the Highlands Biological 
Station (HBS) welcomed to its campus 
12 students – 11 from the University of  
North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC-CH) 
and one student from North Carolina State 
University – for a semester-in-residence 
program where students live and learn on 
the HBS campus.  

Now in its 12th year, the Highlands 
Field Site is a program offered by the UNC-
CH Institute for the Environment. The 
coursework includes mountain biodiversity, 
landscape analysis (GIS), conservation 
biology, southern Appalachian culture, 
and research. At the end of  the semester, 
students present the results of  their research 
at a public closing ceremony.

Research is a significant facet of  
the program. Each student conducts an 
internship project with mentors from other 
local conservation organizations who guide 
them in their research. 

The projects are diverse - this year 
students are working with staff  from 
Coweeta Hydrologic Lab, the Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust, Highlands Nature 
Center, the Land Trust for the Little 
Tennessee, Mississippi State University, 
United States Forest Service, and The 
Wilderness Society.  As a group, the students 

Public invited to hear student research 
presentations at the Highlands Biological Station

also conduct a “Capstone” research project 
under the guidance of  Steve Foster from 
Watershed Science Inc. in Franklin, NC.

This year, the group studied the 
ecology and health of  Caney Fork, a 
tributary to the Tuckasegee River. Together 
they assessed the habitat for various 
reaches of  the stream, including canopy 
cover, substrate, surrounding terrestrial 
habitat, and stability of  the bank from 
erosional forces. They also sampled fish 
and benthic macro-invertebrates to assess 
stream health from a biological viewpoint.   

The public is invited to hear the 
students present their research during 
their closing ceremony on Tuesday, Dec.10 
from 2-5 pm in the seminar room of  the 
Coker Laboratory, 265 North Sixth Street, 
Highlands, North Carolina. 

This will be the students’ last night in 
Highlands.  Refreshments will be provided. 

If  you would like to know more about 
the program and read the presentation titles, 
or if  you know of  a college-level student 
who would be interested in the program, 
please visit www.highlandsbiological.org/
unc-ie/. 

The application deadline is in February 
2014. 
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• See HOLIDAY page 11

Dutchman’s 
Annual 
After

Thanksgiving 
SALE!

3 Days ONLY 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

All Christmas Decorations & 
Wood Furniture – 25% OFF!
Upholstery, Bedding and all 

Home Accessories – 10% OFF
342 Main Street
Come Early!

828-526-8864

Raleigh: Grants totaling $1.8 million 
will go to improve water quality, protect 
North Carolina’s waterways and wildlife 
habitat, and help farmers with environ-
mental management, Attorney General 
Roy Cooper announced today.

  “North Carolina is fortunate to be 
home to many natural treasures,” Cooper 
said.  “These grants will help preserve 
and protect these areas so they can be en-
joyed by future generations for decades to 
come.” 

The grants are the eleventh in a series 
awarded to environmental projects under 
a settlement reached in 2000 between the 
Attorney General’s Office and Smithfield 
Foods, the world’s largest pork producer.  
Under the agreement, Smithfield agreed 
to provide $50 million over 25 years to 
improve the environment and $15 mil-
lion to North Carolina State University to 
fund development of  new technologies 
for the processing and treatment of  hog 
waste.

Since the Environmental Enhance-
ment Grant Program began, Cooper has 
awarded more than $21 million to 84 proj-
ects.   Projects supported by the grants 
have resulted in the closure of  213 animal 
waste lagoons, restoration or conserva-
tion of  more than 20,000 acres of  natural 
areas and wildlife habitat, and the funding 
of  environmental education and research 
initiatives.

The following projects were selected 
to receive grants this year to help enhance 
North Carolina’s environment:

The Wildlife Resources Commission 
has been awarded $400,000 to create, en-
hance, or maintain 2,000 acres of  priority 
wildlife habitats on North Carolina farms. 
With the cooperation of  poultry and live-
stock producers, the Wildlife Resources 
Commission will educate landowners and 
resource professionals about installing 
and maintaining early successional vegeta-
tive buffers to enhance water quality and 
biodiversity.

The Nature Conservancy has been 
awarded $300,000 to acquire and protect 
forested buffers in the Black River Basin. 
This grant will help acquire 380 acres of  
bottomland hardwood forest including 
a grove of  1,700 year-old cypress trees 
along the Black River and its tributaries in 
Sampson and Pender counties.

NC water quality projects granted 
$1.8 million, AG announces

Environmental Enhancement Grants help clean up waterways, restore natural habitats

The North Carolina Coastal Land 
Trust will receive $300,000 to enhance wa-
ter quality, conserve and restore wetlands, 
and protect wildlife habitat in Columbus 
County. The Coastal Land Trust will ac-
quire 300 acres of  bottomland hardwood 
and cypress gum swamp along the Wac-
camaw River, a portion of  which will be 
transferred to the North Carolina Division 
of  Parks and Recreation for inclusion in the 
Lake Waccamaw State Park, pending State 
approval.

The NC Foundation of  Soil & Water 
Conservation won a grant of  $300,000 to 
close inactive animal waste lagoons. The 
Foundation plans to close at least 10 in-
active lagoons and provide training on 
implementation standards and closure plan 
development to 75 soil and water conserva-
tion district employees.

The NC Coastal Federation has been 
awarded $210,419 to restore three acres 
of  tidal marsh and floodplain along Ward 
Creek in Carteret County. By reducing ag-
ricultural runoff, the Coastal Federation 
hopes to restore prime shellfish growing 
waters and reopen portions of  the White 
Oak River Basin currently closed to shell-
fish harvesting.

The Tar River Land Conservancy will 
receive $155,000 to protect water qual-
ity and wildlife habitat in Franklin County. 
The Land Conservancy will permanently 
protect 84 acres on Fishing Creek, Wolf-
pen Branch and the Tar River, which sup-
ply drinking water for Warrenton, Enfield, 
Louisburg, Rocky Mount and Tarboro.

The Pamlico-Tar River Foundation 
will receive $101,485 to implement the 
Greens Mill Run Local Watershed Plan, 
reducing stormwater volume and nutrient 
contributions from East Carolina Univer-
sity’s main campus. The project will serve 
as an educational demonstration of  proper 
management techniques for urban storm-
water runoff.

The Attorney General’s Office is cur-
rently accepting applications for the next 
round of  Environmental Enhancement 
Grants.  Letters of  intent from those plan-
ning to apply for a grant are due by 5PM 
on Monday, December 2 and proposals are 
due by 11 AM on Friday, January 17, 2014.  
To learn more or apply for a grant, visit 
www.ncdoj.gov/EEG.aspx.

Besides some verbiage clarification 
concerning open flags sizes and signs on 
the front and back of  buildings the only 
Planning Board recommendation the 
Town Board disagreed with was the recom-
mendation to allow off-premise directional 
signs for large venues.

Commissioner John Dotson said per-
mitting off-premise directional signs for 
large venues will potentially create a mon-
ster. 

According to Ward, initially the Plan-

ning Board felt off-premise directional 
signs should remain prohibited and sug-
gested business owners go to the Zoning 
Board for a variance. But since according 
to the N.C. General Statues, it would be 
nearly impossible for the Zoning Board 
to issue a variance for such signage, they 
suggested the Town Board approve them 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Ward said since several Town Board 
members initially wanted this to be per-

...HOLIDAY continued from page 7
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The 26th annual Hard Candy Christ-
mas Arts and Crafts Show will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 29, and 
Saturday, Nov. 30, at the Ramsey Regional 
Activity Center on the campus of  Western 
Carolina University.

More than 100 fine artists and mas-
ter crafters will offer a wide assortment of  
heritage and contemporary items, includ-
ing pottery, woodcrafts, jewelry, folk art, 
glass art, specialty sweets and breads, heir-
loom ornaments and miniatures, and fresh 
mountain greenery.

The Hard Candy Christmas show re-

Hard Candy Christmas set for 
Nov. 29-30 at WCU

calls simpler times, when the holidays 
were celebrated with an apple, an orange 
and a piece of  hard candy in the stocking, 
and many gifts were handmade. From its 
1987 beginning, Hard Candy has grown 
into Western North Carolina’s largest 
Christmas arts and crafts show, held each 
year on the weekend following Thanks-
giving.

Admission is $4, with children 12 and 
younger admitted free.  For a complete list 
of  exhibitors, visit www.mountainartisans.
net. For more information, call 828-524-
3405 or e-mail djhunter@dnet.net.

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
This year’s Community Thanksgiving Dinner was cancelled due to weather but 

all the donated food was given to the Highlands Food Pantry for distribution and to 
the food pantry in Cullowhee.



Highlands Newspaper - Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013 - 828-526-3228 - Page 11

Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 28 years on high  
quality merchandise and service that is second to none.

Main St, Oak Square, Highlands  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 • Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug  
Gallery

(828) 526-5759
www.shirazruggalleries.com

• Expert  
Hand-Cleaning 
• Restoration & 

Appraisals
• We purchase 

old rugs

Florida Showrooms: Naples, Orlando, Sarasota & Tampa

30% to 75% off and 
Red Tag items 85% off!

All hand 
cleaning and repairs 

30% Off!

Club Chairs, Wing Chairs, Dining Table/8 Chairs, Chest, English Pine Server, 
“Nun’s” Table,  Lamps with Silk Shades, English Side Tables, French Bar Stools,  

English Majolica, Paintings & Art Work & so much more.
Unbelievably good prices for these high quality furnishings!

Antique & Designer Furniture SALE!
Friday, Nov. 29 – noon to 4p

At Mountain Findings Resale Shop

532 Spruce St.  (off Cashiers Hwy) Highlands • 828-526-9929
Proceeds from sale benefit Mountain Findings Thrift Store

MC Public Health Dept.’s December 
Ladies Night Out Program

At the upcoming December 10 Ladies 
Night Out Program, the topic will be Stress and 
Depression. Join Ladies Night Out this month 
to learn more about this important topic.

This program will be held two times this 
date in the cafeteria at AMC. One will be at 4 
p.m. and one will be at 6:30 p.m., so you can 

choose which one you want to attend. The same 
presentation will be given at both meetings. All 
women are asked to encourage all the women in 
their life, who are over the age of  13 years, to at-
tend with them. For more info call Dawn Wilde 
Burgess at (828)349-2426

mitted, the Planning Board agreed 5-1 
and recommended that businesses hold-
ing large events should be allowed to 
provide clear directions to their unique 
venues.

Commissioner Dotson said there 
was no provision for the amount of  
signs allowed, or what constitutes a large 
venue. “Where does it stop?” he asked.

Commissioner Patterson asked why 
a “large venue” would get special treat-
ment over another venue?

Commissioner Brian Stiehler, who 
was initially for the idea, said he was 
originally concerned about safety on NC 
106 where patrons of  OEI events at The 
Farm cause traffic problems.

“I agree with Commissioner Dot-
son, however – where do you draw the 
line? This is something we don’t want to 
open up.”

Commissioner Dotson went on to 
say that businesses are basically asking 
the town to “help them with their busi-
ness.” “People pick the places of  their 
business,” he said. 

The board agreed not to take the 
Planning Board’s recommendation on 
off-premise directional signs, but to ac-
cept everything else – with clarifications 
as noted – and to have a public hearing 
at the December Town Board meeting, 
Dec. 12.

Town Manager Bob Frye said a 
public notice about the public hearing 
will be posted in both newspapers.

Blade Directional Signs
Also discussed and accepted unani-

mously were the new blade directional 
signs which constitute the last piece of  
the wayfinding project. Blade directional 
signs to dining, shopping, the Rec Park, 
public bathrooms, etc., will be posted in 
29 places in town – on traffic arms and 
singular poles – with no more than two 
per post. 

Dark Fiber
Finally, the board agreed to amend 

its ordinance and to go into the business 
of  leasing no more than three of  its dark 
fibers per entity for $5 for one fiber per 
1,000 ft.

Since Northland Communications 
has its own cable throughout the area 
and town, it hasn’t expressed an interest 
in leasing the town’s fiber, but Highlands 

Cable Group and the Education Research 
Consortium (ERC) have. 

The town isn’t running any more fi-
ber – at this point it’s more interested in 
wireless – but since there is fiber to the 
water and wastewater plants, the Rec Park, 
the Community Building, the ballfield and 
the school, commissioners feel they should 
capitalize on it.

“The point is to have more competi-
tion in town to keep prices down for our 
citizens,” said Drake. “I think our citizens 
will benefit in the long run.”

MIS/GIS Director Matt Shuler reit-
erated that leasing fiber that already exists 
is better than an entity coming in running 
more fiber and potentially crowding out 
a pole that then has to be replaced and 
trimmed around by town crews.

Town Engineer Lamar Nix said it 
would be cheaper for someone to lease the 
town’s fiber than to run their own – possi-
bly having to replace a pole that is too short 
– and paying a pole attachment fee of  $10 
per pole.

– Kim Lewicki

...HOLIDAY continued from page 9

Blade directional signs were OK’d at the Town Board meeting and are on their way.
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Highlands Area Upcoming Events •
 Through Tues., Dec. 3
• Bosnia Mission Fundraiser. 

Help build Barns in Bosnia. $10 
per ticket and win an ipad and 
more! A 32GB Wifi + Cellular 
iPad: Value $729, a 32GB iPod 
Touch: Value $299, an iTunes Gift 
Card: Value $100. All proceeds 
to fund the Highlands United 
Methodist Church Bosnian Mis-
sion Trip scheduled for May 2014. 
Limited to only 1000 tickets sold. 
You do not have to be present to 
win. All items shipped directly to 
you. Tickets can be purchased at 
the Methodist Church Office at 
315 Main Street. 

Through Nov. 27
• Macon County Boys Bas-

ketball Registration Time (ages 
6-14) Sign your son up for Ma-

tickets.
Mon/Thurs.
• Hatha Yoga. 10:45a at the 

Episcopal Church. 828-482-2128. 
RYT, YA

Wed.
• Hatha Daybreak Yoga. 7:45a. 

Coleman Hall in the First Presby-
terian Church. 828-482-2128. RYT, 
YA.

Wed., Nov. 27
• The Eastern Star will be sell-

ing its pumpkin rolls and pecans 
in front of Bryson’s Food Store. 
Pumpkin Rolls are $15. Pre-order 
both at 526-9582 or 342-4378. 

• Everyone is also invited 
on the day before, Wednesday to 
Christ Anglican Church for the 
fifth annual Cashiers’ Community 
Thanksgiving Worship Service.  In 
Greek, the word for “thanksgiv-
ing” is “eucharist.”  We often 
call it the Lord’s Supper or Holy 
Communion.  By whatever name 
you may call it, we will celebrate 
God’s goodness with singing, read-
ings from the Bible, and Eucharist.  
Please come and join the people 
of Christ Anglican at 6 pm for this 
service of celebration and Thanks-
giving.

• Raffle tickets on sale through 
Nov. 27th to support the shelter 
pets at the Cashiers-Highlands 
Humane Society. Tickets available 
at the CHHS shelter (2 miles east 
of the Cashiers Crossroads on 
Highway 64), and Chivaree South-
ern Art & Design (on Highway 107 
N. next to Zoller Hardware). First 
prize: an engraved painting with 
collage on Masonite with antique 
printed materials by renowned 
artist Aaron Hequembourg. Esti-
mated retail value: $1,500. Second 
prize: $100 store credit at Chiva-
ree. You don’t need to be present 
at the drawing to win, but it’s go-
ing to be on Nov. 27th (Wednes-
day before Thanksgiving) -- wine 
& cheese reception with the art-
ist at Chivaree, 4pm-6pm! Raffle 
tickets are $5/each, 100% of ticket 
proceeds go to CHHS. You can 
buy them by phone, too: 828-743-
6195, 10am-5pm Mon-Sat.

Thurs., Nov. 28
• “Upcoming Thanksgiving 

Feast!” The Gathering Table, a lo-
cal Thursday hot-meal and fellow-
ship ministry, in combination with 
their host, Christ Anglican Church, 
is planning a “Feast of Food Fit 
for Thanksgiving” on Thanksgiv-

ing Day. Everyone is invited to 
the Gathering Table at Christ An-
glican Church from noon until 3 
pm to enjoy a free, home-cooked 
Thanksgiving dinner.  Christ Angli-
can’s facilities are located ¼ mile 
east of the Cashiers’ crossroads, 
at 464 U. S. Hwy. 64E.  Freewill 
offerings will be accepted, To-Go 
dinners will be available, and a 
free, winter weather clothing dis-
tribution will be offered on a first 
come, first served basis.

Friday, Nov. 29
• Josh Goforth will be per-

forming with David Holt at the 
Highlands PAC on Friday at 8pm.  
Tickets are $25 and available on-
line: www.highlandspac.org or by 
calling 828.526.9047.  

• Santa in Town Square to 
hear Christmas wishes.

Fri. & Sat., Nov.29-30
• At The Bascom, from 10a 

to 5p,Artists Marketplace at the 
Dave Drake Studio. Features a 
wide variety of homemade original 
artworks by many of the region’s 
finest artisans, priced to fit any 
budget. Call 526-4949.

• Gingerbread House Work-
shop at The Bascom. 10a to noon 
and 1-3p.  All materials provided. 
Children under 10 must be ac-
companied by an adult. $45 per 
house. For more information, call 
526-4949.

• Hard Candy Christmas Arts 
& Crafts Show at WCU’s Ramsey 
Center in Cullowhee, NC. 10a to 
5p. $4 for Adults for the two-days. 
Children under 12 free. www.
mountainArtisans.net 

Sat., Nov. 30
• Town of Highlands Christ-

mas Tree Lighting festivities begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. on Main Street at 
the Highlands United Methodist 
Church. Carols and visit from 
Santa.	

• Santa in Town Square to 
hear Christmas wishes after the 
Tree Lighting

• The Nantahala Hiking Club 
will take a 7-mile moderate-to-
strenuous hike to Albert Mt. Via 
Yellow Patch, returning on the Ap-
palachian Trail to Betty Creek Gap.   
Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin 
at 9:30 am, drive 44 miles round 
trip.  Call leader Gail Lehman, 
524-5298, for reservations. Visitors 
welcome, no pets please.

Sat., Nov. 30
• Small business Saturday. Re-

member to Shop Local! 
Mon., Dec. 2
• Affordable Care Act 

Workshops at the Macon Coun-
ty Library on Siler Road from 
6-7 p.m. in the meeting room. 
Presented by Cynthia Solesbee 
a certified health care navigator.

Tues., Dec. 3
• How to sign up for the Af-

fordable Care Act presented by  
Cynthia Solesbbe with Mountain 
Projects, at 2 p.m. at the Hudson 
Library.  For more information 
call 828-400-4177.

Wed. & Thurs., Dec. 4-5
• The Highlands Emergency 

Council Christmas Gift Program 
for Children final signups will be 
December 4 from 10: a.m. to 6 
p.m. and December 5 from 10: 
a.m. to 6: p.m. at the highlands 
Emergency Council Building lo-
cated at 71 Poplar Street. Signs 
ups must be in person. Please, no 
phone calls. 

Wed., Dec. 4
• Affordable Care Act Work-

shop at the Macon County Li-
brary on Siler Road from 10-11a 
in the meeting room. Presented 
by Cynthia Solesbee a certified 
health care navigator. 

Thurs., Dec. 5
• Taize at Episcopal Church 

of the Incarnation at 5:30p.
Friday, Dec. 6
• The Nichols Center brings 

a Celtic Christmas to Rabun on 
Friday at 7 pm. Get in the spirit 
of the season with The Caledonia 
Swing Band and Friends. They will 
perform traditional and contem-
porary holiday music from Ireland 
and Scotland. This is the music 
of Old World traditions that 
inspired our Appalachian sounds. 
You can enjoy these and other 
performances at the Nichols 
Center on Fridays at 7 pm. The 
Nichols Center is located behind 
Blue Ridge Music at 629 Duggan 
Hill Drive in Clayton, Georgia. 
Admission is $10. For more infor-
mation contact Blue Ridge Music 
at 706/782-9852. A concession 
is available for your enjoyment. 
A portion of the profit from 
these performances is donated 
to the Southern Highland Music 
Foundation. 

Saturdays, Dec. 6 & 13
• The Franklin Chamber of 

Commerce will host Franklin’s 
1st Annual Gingerbread House 

 

 

 

Friday after Thanksgiving the Highlands PAC presents the 
4 time Grammy Award Winner David Holt with Josh Goforth.  
Come enjoy an evening of great Bluegrass. David is well known 
for his TV and radio series; he is the host of PBS’s Folkways, 
The Great Scenic Railway Journey and Riverwalk. In 2002 David 
Holt along with Doc Watson won two Grammy Awards for the 
best Traditional Folk Recording of Legacy. He was also the musi-
cian in the movie, Oh Brother Where Art Thou. Tickets are $25 
and are available online at www.highlandspac.org or by calling 
828.526.9047. Presented by Ray & Diane McPhail and Doug & 
Barbara DeMaire.

Evening of top-rate bluegrass at 
PAC Friday after Thanksgiving

con County Community Basket-
ball. building memories, connect-
ing with friends, and, running up 
and down a court learning fun 
skills and how to be a part of a 
team. Register online 24/7 by vis-
iting www.MaconCountyBoysBas-
ketBall.com or register in person 
at the Highlands Recreation Park. 
Deadline is November 27. For 
more information, call Michelle 
Munger at (828) 342-3551 or 
the Highlands Recreation Park at 
(828) 526-3556.

Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sun. 
hrough Dec. 22

• The movie Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire at The Highlands 
Playhouse. Showings are Thurs.-
Sun., 4 and 7 p.m. Tickets are $8. 
Call 828-526-2695 for advance 
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Pumpkin Rolls
Highlands Chapter #284 Order of  the Eastern Star is once 

again selling pumpkin rolls. We will be selling pumpkin rolls in 
front of  Bryson’s Food Store on Wednesday, November 27. Pre-
orders may be made by contacting Paula Gordon, Secretary, at 
526-9582 or 342-4378 and leaving a message with your name and 
phone number. Pre-orders are requested as this will be the ONLY 
time in 2013 that you will be able to purchase a pumpkin roll, but 
-- you don’t have to pre-order to be able to get one. Don’t miss out. 
Pumpkin rolls are $15 each.

Pecans
Eastern Star will also be selling pecan pieces and pecan halves 

from the 2013 crop. The pecans are in 16 oz bags and will be on 
sale. Please call Paula Gordon, Secretary, at 526-9582 or 342-4378 
and leave a message with your name and phone number. 

Eastern Star Pumpkin Roll and 
nut fundraiser coming up

Highlands Area Upcoming Events •

Fri.-Sun, Nov. 22-24
At Highlands Playhouse:  

Hunger Games starring Jennifer 
Lawrence, Josh Hutchenson, Liam 
Hemsworth. Showtimes are 4 & 
7:30pm. Thursdays through Sun-
days.For tickets in advance call 
828-526-2695. Hunger Games 
will show each week Thurs.-Sun 
through Dec. 22.

Playhouse showing 
‘Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire’ 

Fri. Nov. 22 thru Sun.
Nov. 24

(Thurs., Nov. 21 is the
last showing of Last Vegas)

Competition.  The competition 
will be an added feature of Frank-
lin’s Winter Wonderland Cele-
bration December 6 and 13 from 
5pm until 9 pm. The gingerbread 
creations will be located in the 
Board Room at Franklin’s Town 
Hall (lower level) on Main Street. 
Entry forms and rules for the 
competition can be picked up at 
the Chamber and are available on 
the Chamber’s website at www.
VisitFranklinNC.com.  Deadline 
for registration is Monday, No-
vember 25 and can be mailed or 
delivered to the Chamber. For 
additional information call the 
Chamber at 828-524-3161.

Sat., Dec. 7
• Town of Highlands Christ-

mas Parade at 11 a.m. 
• Santa in Town Square to 

hear Christmas wishes after the 
Parade.

• Highlands Nature Center 
will open for a special afternoon 
of winter natural history fun 

Bonnie Gramlich, Licensed Profes-
sional Counselor at The Counsel-
ing and Psychotherapy Center of 
Highlands is offering a free support 
group for those feeling lonely or 
troubled at this time of year. The 
group will meet on Tuesdays at 6p. 
for one hour beginning on Nov. 
26 through Jan. 7. The group will 
meet at the Peggy Crosby Center. 
This free group is open to all but 
registration is required, Call Bon-
nie at 828-342-0546.

Free 
Holiday-related 
Support Group 

forming

the Otto Community Blood Drive 
at the Otto Community Center 
- Meeting Room (Highway 441 
South; Otto, NC) 8 am – 12:30 pm. 

There will be a Christmas Carol Sing at First Presbyterian Church at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7, after the parade. If you enjoy singing familiar Christmas Carols, you won’t want to miss 
this! Stell Huie will be the song leader with Angie Jenkins at the piano. Make this a part of your 
Christmas tradition! The church is located at the corner of Main and Fifth Streets. Handicap en-
trances are located on Fifth Street and on Church Street.

First Presbyterian Church to hold Annual 
Carol Sing after Parade

Please call Phyllis Castle at (828) 
524-3473 for further information 

and learning.  This free event will 
have activities for all ages from 
1-3:30pm followed by a lecture 
for mature audiences at 4 pm by 
James Moore on Darwin’s ‘Sacred 
Cause.’

• Annual carol-sing at First 
Presbyterian Church after the pa-
rade at 2 p.m. The church is on the 
corner of Main and 5th streets.

Sat., Dec. 7
• Affordable Care Act Work-

shop at the Macon County Library 
on Siler Road from 10-11a in the 
meeting Room. Presented by Cyn-
thia Solesbee a certified health 
care navigator.

Tues., Dec. 10
• At the upcoming December 

10, Ladies Night Out Program, 
the topic will be Stress and De-
pression. Guest speaker will be 
Cindy Miles, Certified Laughter 
Yoga Teacher. Stress causes many 
illnesses in today’s world. This pro-
gram will be held two times this 
date in the cafeteria at AMC. One 
will be at 4p.m. and one will be 
at 6:30 p.m., so you can choose 
which one you want to attend. The 
same presentation will be given at 
both meetings. All women are in-
vited to attend one of these meet-
ings and are asked to encourage 
all the women in their life, who are 
over the age of 13 years, to attend 
with them. For more about Ladies 
Night Out, please contact Dawn 
Wilde Burgess at (828)349-2426. 

Thurs., Dec. 12
• HCP’s annual FREE Holiday 

Reading “Christmas From Around 
the World” at 7:30p at the Per-
forming Arts Center. Directed by 
Vangie Rich. Wonderful reading 
and music followed by a cookie 
and punch reception. 

Sat., Dec. 14
• Santa in Town Square from 

11a to 3p.
Sat., Dec. 21
• Santa in Town Square to 

hear Christmas wishes from 11a 
to 3p.

Monday, Dec. 23
• Red Cross Blood Drive at 

Lowe’s, 0717 Franklin Blood Drive 
(Georgia Highway; Franklin, NC, 
11 am – 3:30 pm. Please call Stacy 
Lawson (828) 349-4654 for fur-
ther information or to schedule 
an appointment. 

Saturday, Dec. 28
• Red Cross Blood Drive at 

or to schedule an appointment.
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An upcoming requirement for com-
mercial drivers aimed at making the roads 
safer will go into effect Jan. 30, 2014. 
That’s when the state’s commercial drivers 
must meet a federal regulation to report 
to the North Carolina Division of  Motor 
Vehicles. Commercial drivers who don’t 
meet the deadline could risk losing their 
privilege to drive any vehicle in the state. 

Since the regulation became effective 
in 2012, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration has provided two years 

Federal Deadline requires state’s CDL holders to provide certifications, 
medical cards to NCDMV by January 30, 2014

for commercial drivers to certify whether 
they drive interstate or intrastate and for 
what purpose. If  required, they must also 
provide their current DOT medical card to 
NCDMV by the 2014 deadline. 

NCDMV supplies information and a 
special Form CDL-MED-1 on its  website 
to help drivers report and certify their driv-
ing. The form should be signed, scanned 
and emailed to a special DMV address or 
turned in to any driver license office. 

If  NCDMV does not receive the re-

quired information from a commercial 
driver, the Division will notify the driver 
that he/she is no longer medically certified 
to operate a commercial motor vehicle. 
Drivers will have 30 days to respond, or 
their entire North Carolina driving privi-
lege will be cancelled.

More than 312,000 North Carolina 
drivers hold commercial licenses. As the 
January deadline approaches, NCDMV is 
sending notices to the remaining 197,000 
drivers who have not yet reported. Dur-

ing the past two years, NCDMV noti-
fied CDL holders about the requirement 
with their license renewals, in the state’s 
Commercial Driver’s Manual and on the 
DMV website. Additional reminders were 
distributed through the N.C. Trucking As-
sociation and other groups.

Drivers must continue to provide a 
copy of  their medical card to their em-
ployer and carry a copy with them at all 
times. Commercial drivers with questions 
about complying with the requirement 
should call (919) 861-3599.

HUGE INSIDE 
“YARD SALE”
(Held over for another week!)

Saturday, Nov. 30 
9am – 5pm

Sunday, Dec. 1 
10am– 5pm 

Additional items from 
Estate Sales 

Liquidating Antique/
Flea Market Booths 

Entire Contents Priced 

at 50% OFF!
EVERYTHING MUST 

GO!
Furniture – Collectibles 
Vintage – Eclectic – Ap-

parel – Christmas 

A PICKER’S PARADISE
$$$ CASH ONLY $$$

1136 N. 4th Street (Cashiers Road)
Next door to Jill’s Consignment
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The U.S. Forest Service now offers ac-
cess to a variety of  visitor maps for people 
using Android and iOS devices.

“This mobile app makes it easier than 
ever to plan your visit to a national forest or 
grassland,” said U.S. Forest Service Chief  
Tom Tidwell. “By putting important forest 
information right at your fingertips, it will 
encourage more Americans to get outside 
and explore their forests.”

The digital maps are part of  USDA’s 
work toward reaching President Obama’s 
initiative to create a paperless government 
that also provides the American public 
with better, more accessible information. 
Online customer surveys also indicated a 
desire for more online products and infor-
mation, such as maps. The Forest Service 
is currently working on the first phase of  
a website redesign, expected to debut early 
in 2014, which centers on a map-based tool 
for planning trips onto our nation’s forests, 
grasslands and other special places. 

The PDF Maps Mobile App, devel-
oped by Avenza Systems Inc., is available 
as a free download from iTunes and the 
Android Play Store. The app provides 
access to Forest Service maps, such as 
motor-vehicle-use maps, which are free 
while pages from national forest atlases are 
99 cents and forest visitor maps are $4.99. 
Prices are pending for other agency maps.  

The maps are geo-referenced with the 
user’s location appearing as a blue dot. The 
app works on iPhones (3GS or newer) and 
iPads with WiFi+3G. It also works with 
Android 4 or newer operating systems on 
devices with at least 1 gigabyte of  memory.

Through the app, users can purchase 
and download professionally created maps 

that are stored on their devices. They can use 
the maps based on their location when GPS 
is available. The maps also will allow users to 
measure distance and area, find coordinates, 
open a current view in Google maps, plot 
place marks, add notes, enter their own data 
and add photos as attributes. Almost 700 
Forest Service maps are available through 
the app. 

In areas of  national forests and grass-
lands where Internet connections are un-
available, the app and static maps work well 
if  users download the maps prior to their 
visit. The apps and maps also will be useful 
for wildland firefighters. 

In geographic areas with Internet 
availability users will be able to use the 
products with live data. The interactive map 
is expected to be available on a limited basis 
starting in March 2014.

Paper maps are still available for pur-
chase online at the National Forest Store.

The Forest Service differs from other 
federal government agencies in how the For-
est Visitor map is funded. The Agriculture 
Adjustment Act of  1938 calls for the sale of  
maps as the funding mechanism to revise 
and produce maps for the public. In 1999 
the Act was amended to include products 
available through the web as “geo-referenced 
data.” 

The mission of  the U.S. Forest Service, 
an agency of  the U.S. Department of  Ag-
riculture,  is to sustain the health, diversity 
and productivity of  the nation’s forests and 
grasslands to meet the needs of  present and 
future generations. The agency manages 193 
million acres of  public land, provides assis-
tance to state and private landowners, and 
maintains the largest forestry research orga-

U.S. Forest Service offers new digital maps for mobile devices
nization in the world. Public lands the Forest 
Service manages contribute more than $13 
billion to the economy each year through 
visitor spending alone. Those same lands 
provide 20% of  the nation’s clean water sup-
ply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per year. 

The agency has either a direct or indirect 
role in stewardship of  about 80 percent of  
the 850 million forested acres within the 
U.S., of  which 100 million acres are urban 
forests where most Americans live.



Shop Local this Thanksgiving Weekend

Looking for a 
great deal this 

holiday season?

Shop 
Cabin Couture!

468 Carolina Way
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th 

streets)

Open Daily:  
10a to 5p
526-3909

Home Decor, Art &  
Antiques, too

Sale! Sale! Sale!

338 Main St.
526-4777

BAGS 
on 

MAIN
Next to The Toy Store

Main Street
828-526-9415

The Toy Store
of Highlands

On Main Street • 526-9415

Jigsaw Puzzles, Keepers & Glue,  
Magic, Pranks & Science Fun, too.
Lego, Soldiers, Knights & Wheels

The Toy Store has some incredible deals!
Board Games, Cards, Dominoes or Jax

All delivered with Complimentary Gift Wrap
Loom Bands, Books & Dino’s that Roar

Dollies, Strollers, Stuffed Animals Galore...
Found at your Neighborhood Toy Store!

A “Gotta Stop” Tradition 
for over 20 Years!30% O

FF!

20% OFF!

Unique • Hand-made • Timeless

260 Franklin Road
Highlands, NC
828-526-9292

www.artglasscreationsllc.com

• Unique Gifts 
• Distinctive Décor  

& Dishware 
• Locally Made 

Mountain Brook Center
411 N. 4th Street

526-5114

Open daily 11a to 5p

HighCottonLuxuryLinens.com

SALE!
Organic Cotton 600 ct 

Sheet Sets 
King or Queen 
$69.95 each
All natural  

feather & down pillows  
Standard: $24.95, Queen: 

$27.95, King: $29.95 
Elegance Special Edition 
Down alternative pillow  

2-inch gussett. $24.95
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Shop Local this Thanksgiving Weekend

Thanksgiving
Remember to shop local! 

355 Main Street   
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

• Free People  
• Tulle 

• BB Dakota
• Michael Stars 

Tees  
• CP Shades

Jeans by:
• Joes

• 7 for all 
mankind

• Citizens, AG, 
Hudson

All 
merchandise 

on sale!

Shoes & Boots Upstairs

Storewide 
Sale!

Monday-Saturday • 10-5
828-526-3160

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 73rd season on Main Street

Happy
Thanksgiving 

SALE!
Save up to 50% on 
Fall Collections & 
75% on Summer!

25% to 50% off
Retired 

Vera Bradley

Cosper 
Flowers

Open Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p
Closed Sunday

Orders and Deliveries Daily
In Highlands Plaza

(828) 526-8671
www.cosperflowers.com

Where smiles are in bloom  
all year long.

Where smiles are in 
bloom all year long!
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Sale from Nov. 29 through Dec. 7

Tips to Navigate the Home Buying Process
(StatePoint) With the housing 

market recovery underway and inter-
est rates low but on the rise, experts 
say now is a good time to buy a home.

While searching for a home can 
be exciting, it’s one step in the pro-
cess. Determining your budget and 
assembling a team of  specialists to 
help navigate the process can be just 
as important. 

Discover Home Loans is of-
fering tips to help make starting the 
search for your home as easy as pos-
sible.

Lay a Financial Foundation
Prior to searching for a home, 

it’s important to get a handle on your 
finances. Obtain a copy of  your credit 
report and identify items that may af-
fect your score and repair them.

Put together a framework to 
save money for a down payment, 
which can range from 3.5 percent 
to 20 percent of  the total purchase 
price of  the home depending on the 
lender and type of  loan you choose. 
Establish a budget and contribute to 
a high-yield savings account regularly.  
For convenience purposes, consider 

making automatic deposits.
Secure a Mortgage Banker
The next step is finding a mort-

gage banker you can rely on and have 
a rapport with. Look for one who 
will educate you about the     loan 
process and help you make choices 
that best fit your financial situation. 
Other important differentiating fac-
tors are choosing a mortgage banker 
who specializes in purchase loans and 
provides fully underwritten pre-ap-
provals. It’s also important that your 
mortgage banker and realtor work as 
a team to determine the best loan so-
lution for you.

Identify a Budget Range
Once you’ve found a mortgage 

banker, work with them to identify 
how much you can spend on your 
home.  The best way to do that is to 
get preapproved for a loan. A preap-
proval means you qualify for a partic-
ular loan amount based on your veri-
fied income and credit information.

“You may have heard stories 
about people who find the perfect 
house and then can’t secure the fi-
nancing. There’s no reason to leave 

this as an open question,” says TJ 
Freeborn, Mortgage Professional at 
Discover Financial Services.

Getting a fully underwritten 
preapproval from your mortgage 
banker will give you confidence dur-
ing the home shopping process. Plus, 
having a preapproval helps the seller 
take your offer seriously.

Find a Realtor
Finally, find a realtor who spe-

cializes in your area. Ask friends and 
family for recommendations, or look 
for suggestions from a reputable 
business. For example, Discover 
Home Loans has partnered with one 
of  the largest real estate networks 
and can match you with a reputable 
agent.

“Your realtor should be a re-
source who can help you identify 
what’s important in a house and 
community and find potential prop-
erties to look at,” says Freeborn.

Once you’ve found the home 
you’re interested in buying, notify 
your mortgage banker to finish the 
financing process.
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41 Church Street • Highlands NC 28741  
(828) 526-1717 

www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

• Real Estate Snapshots •

Located in Highgate with a 
great mountain view, this home 
is the epitome of a mountain 
home. Beautifully landscaped, 
large covered deck w/fire-
place. 5/5 ½ in main house. 
There is also an amazing guest 
cabin with 2 bedrooms, 1 ½ . 
$2,175,000. MLS#77222.

“Fishtales” Located in RiverWalk on 
the Cullasaja river. Fish from your 
own dock or paddle to Mirror Lake. 
This special log home built by Tom-
my Chambers boasts 4 bedrooms/4 
½ baths plus large wrap around 
deck with fireplace. $1,500,000 
MLS#75272

Perfect for a large family, this home 
has a golf course and mountain 
view in Highlands Falls. Plenty of 
room for all with a bunk room, 
family room with game and media 
area. Large covered decks, screened 
porch, sun room 5/6 ½ $1.450,000 
MLS#76033

This great home is in like-new con-
dition. Two master suites on the 
main floor, plus two guest suites 
upstairs with a bonus loft area. The 
large covered deck overlooks a 
rushing stream. Lower family room 
plus an additional guest area and 
great storage. $950,000 MLS#77880

Old Edwards Club 3/3 ½ Open 
floor plan with master on main, 
guest rooms and family room 
on the lower lever. Private park-
ing, walk to clubhouse. Beautifully 
appointed and fully maintained. 
$897,500 MLS #77931

Hidden Springs - Shortoff Road. 
Custom built home completed 
December 2004. Spacious great 
room/dining room with vaulted 
pine ceilings & exposed beams. 
3/2 ½ plus a bonus room, 
Screened porch with mountain 
view. $795,000 MLS#77180

Great in town location, completely 
remodeled 2008 on nearly 2 acres. 
All the new upgrades in kitchens 
and baths. 3/ 3 with 2 half baths plus 
an office. New granite &stainless 
kitchen, hardwood floors. $787,000 
MLS #66051

Like new home built by John Lupoli, 
well screened from the road beside 
a flowing stream with mountain & 
golf views. Great open floor plan 
with beautiful hardwood floors & 
a beautiful stone fireplace. 3/3 ½. 
$750,000 MLS #77373

New Owners have refreshed and 
restored this classic cabin on 2 
acres in Rustic Falls development 
in Horse Cove! 4 beds/4 1/2 baths, 
three floors of living space, open and 
screened porch/decks, wood burn-
ing fireplace, two car carport and 
barn! $625,000 MLS #78483

Wonderful cottage overlooking 
Mill Creek with its sounds of rush-
ing water just two blocks from 
Main Street & an easy walk to din-
ing, theatre & shopping. This two 
story cottage features master & a 
second suite on the main. Roomy 
screened porch. $537,500 MLS 
#77846

Magical mountain views from 
this VZ Top condo with 3br/2ba, 
cozy fireplace, bright and airy.  
Just 4 steps to walk into from 
the street. $235,000.  MLS# 
77067

Highlands Falls CC free standing 
condo with 3br/3ba, beautifully fur-
nished, golf course view and zero 
maintenance. $425,000.  MLS# 
74042

English cottage in The Cotswolds.  
3br/3.5ba, very private with long 
winding driveway, lovely landscaping 
and views. $797,000.  MLS# 75521

On Lake Sequoyah.  Adorable 
3br/2ba furnished cottage with 
wood floors, stone fireplace, fam-
ily room and lovely yard. $349,000.  
MLS# 77512

Broadview Acres.  Great mountain 
view from this 4br/3ba where low-
er level has a separate apartment. 
$387,000. MLS #76950

Mountain views from this 
3br/3ba with family room in 
Highlands Falls CC on pri-
vate acre lot adjoining USFS.  
$497,000.  MLS# 73006

Just outside city limits, this 1947 Log 
Cabin on 2.84 acres has 3br/3ba, 
2 lofts, sunroom and stone patio.  
$295,000.  MLS# 76384

Like new 3br/2ba home in High-
lands Falls CC with adjacent 
stream and private cul-de-sac lo-
cation.  $369,000.   MLS# 75733

3br/3ba like-new cottage with 
screened decks, vaulted ceilings, loft, 
quiet location in Wildwood Forest.  
$457,000. MLS# 78054

Exquisite lodge-style home in 
Highlands Falls Country Club. 
5br/5.5ba home with 5 masonry 
fireplaces, Whiteside Mountain view.  
$2,250,000.  MLS# 77789



• Investing at 4,118 Ft. •

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

A peaceful sanctuary tucked in the mountains just 2.8 miles 
from Main Street, Highlands, NC. Secluded but not remote. Well 
forested with mature hardwoods, Rhododendron, Mountain 
Laurel and wild flowers that take turns showing off through the 
seasons; two waterfalls & several creeks. Gentle land, easy building 
sites, and a great place to take a walk. 

Falling Waters is protected by the North Carolina Planned 
Community Act and our own covenants designed to enhance your 
enjoyment and future property values. Owner financing available.

Falling Waters is a 52-acre community 

Welcome...Come Visit!
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just 
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths 

of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 
www.highlandsnchomesites.com 

Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  
prices & a guided tour. 

828-508-9952.

• Real Estate Snapshots •

Next Real Estate Snapshots
Parade Issue: Dec. 5

Real Estate Transactions for 2013: – Dec. 26
To reserve space, call

828-526-3228 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com
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•See INVESTING page 21

“Do all the good you can. By all the 
means you can. In all the ways you can. 
In all the places you can. At all the times 
you can. To all the people you can. As 
long as ever you can.” 

– John Wesley 

My parents have the above 
quote from Wesley hang-
ing in the kitchen in 

the house where I grew up here 

Each of us needs all of us
in Highlands. I saw it every day – 
thought about it every day. And 
wondered just how I could rise to 
the challenge of  his stirring words.

When I left Highlands right af-
ter turning 17 and headed to UNC-
Chapel Hill, I stopped reading 
those words on a daily basis. I was 
off  on an adventure of  learning, 
self  discovery, and world travel that 
eventually took me to Boston and 

to London (and later, around the 
globe) for a career in publishing. I 
eagerly sought out new experiences 
and different cultures; I met amaz-
ing people everywhere I went and 
enjoyed the fast-paced life of  urban 
living abroad.

About 10 years later, Wesley’s 
words rose up in me – tapped me 
on the shoulder. I can remember 
the moment clearly. I was walking 

a London street and was almost 
stopped dead in my tracks by 
what I would later refer to as my 
“marching orders” from Wesley: 
“Susie, are you doing all the good 
you can?”

I could make an intelligent 
argument that by publishing the 
works of  the finest academics and 
scholars in the world, I was doing 
good work. But I knew that was a 



Mixed Use, Highlands. FURTHER  
REDUCED. Tax Value: $462,000. 
Only 1.2 mi. from Main St. Mixed 
use. Now $165,900! Level topo, 
great visibility, parking and signage.

Highlands - Adorable, like new, 
3 BR/2BA furnished chalet, 2 mi 
from Main St. Was $249,000!

ONLY $199,000!

Tammy Mobley, Broker in Charge • Highlands NC Realty  • Cell:828-524-5420 • www.HighlandsNC.info

• Real Estate Snapshots •

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life!”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

WhiteOakRG.com
Susie deVille,

Broker-in-Charge
susie@WhiteOakRG.com

Mitchell’s Lodge & Cottages

Commercial Zoned B-3 w/1BR Apt. Commercial/Residential - Spring St.

Great In-Town Commercial Op

Incredible price and investment opportunity! Zoned 
B-3, this charming, stream-front cottage is perfect for 
retail or professional use. Great visibility from High-
lands’ auxiliary Main Street (Spring Street) and in the 
traffic path of the new post office! Features 1/2 bath on 
the main level, with full bath and possible living space 
on upper level. Offered at $425,000, MLS #73743, 
74406. Contact Susie deVille at (828) 371-2079.

Great opportunity to own a large office/building 
(+/- 2,100 s/f) located in the town of Highlands. The 
building is currently being leased as a business ser-
vice. There is also a woodshop/warehouse (+/- 2,100 
s/f) located on the property. Contact Sheryl Wilson 
at (828) 337-0706.Offered at $650,000, MLS #78247.

Excellent opportunity to own commercial property in 
downtown Highlands. Zoned B-3 commercial. Com-
mercial/retail/professional space on the main level w/
office area, storage space, and half bathroom. Upper lev-
el is a newly-renovated, charming, 1BR/1BA apartment 
with hardwood floors. Garage for extra storage space. 
Gas log fireplace on both levels. Offered at $395,000.  
MLS #69631. Contact Susie deVille at (828) 371-2079.

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

sheryl@WhiteOakRG.com

Highlands Cowee Ridge gated 
S/D - 4 BR/4 BA & private. Only 
$678,000. Mountain views. Open 
floor plan, vaulted ceiling. Hard-
wood floors. HOA only $850!

REDUCED!
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Family owned for 72 years, Mitchell’s Lodge is a suc-
cessful lodging destination attracting guests from all 50 
states & Canada. Renovated & expanded in 2001, its 
28 units range from single bedrooms to deluxe suites 
w/kitchens, fireplaces & 2 bedroom cabins. Spectacular 
4.62 +/- acre setting w/stream, lake, pavilion. Expan-
sion possible 2 blocks from Main Street and shopping/
dining district. Offered at $2,999,000, MLS #74356. 
Contact Susie deVille at (828) 371-2079.

hollow assertion. I knew precisely 
what Wesley was urging:  dedicate 
your life to giving, in every pos-
sible way.

I returned to Highlands 
thinking my way of  giving back 
would be in the classroom. I began 
volunteering at Highlands School 
in high school English classes, 
with a plan of  teaching creative 
writing. I discovered immediately 
that many of  the students were 
not reading or writing on grade 
level. I ditched my creative writing 
plans and sought remedial teach-
ing materials from the director of  
the Macon County Literacy Coun-
cil. “Highlands needs a literacy 
council, Susie. You ought to start 
one,” she told me. I brushed her 
comment off  immediately, and 
told her that I was not qualified 
to undertake such an endeavor. 
“Think about it,” she said as she 
handed me books for my students.

Her words, like Wesley’s, 
stayed with me.

Soon thereafter, with the in-
credible support of  the Highlands 
Rotary Club, the Literacy Council 
of  Highlands was born. Our first 
board meeting (Derek Taylor, Jef-
frey Owens, Tammy Lowe, Anne 
deVille, and I) was held on the 
living room floor of  the cabin I 
rented in Mirror Lake!  That was 
April of  1993.  

Over the last 20 years, hun-
dreds of  dedicated volunteers 
have transformed the lives of  
thousands of  students in our 
community. People from all ages 
and all walks of  life have stepped 
forward, offering their time, talent, 
and treasure to help teach reading, 
writing, English as a Second Lan-
guage, GED preparation, as well 
as tutor in all school subjects. 

After the Literacy Council 
launched, I was fortunate to be a 
part of  the creation of  the Peggy 
Crosby Center. With the gifts from 
Phil and Peggy Crosby, the Duke 
Endowment, the Kate B. Reynolds 
Charitable Trust, and others, we 
renovated the former Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital building and 
turned it into a community service 
center housing nonprofit, county, 
and for-profit organizations. Dur-
ing my years as the center’s direc-
tor, I witnessed another tsunami 
of  community support, love, and 
compassion. 

I stayed as the center’s di-

...INVESTING continued from page 20
rector until 2 days before my son, 
Adam, was born. In 2001, I began 
my career in real estate and vowed 
to make a donation to a local non-
profit in honor of  my clients at 
Closing. Over the last 12 years, I 
have happily given to the incredible 
organizations in Highlands and Ca-
shiers that do so much to serve so 
many.

Now it is time to do more.
I am issuing a challenge to this 

truly one-of-a-kind community: for 
every gift you make (before Decem-
ber 20th) to a Highlands-Cashiers 
nonprofit (churches included), I 
will match your individual gift up to 
$100. I will give a total of  matching 
gifts up to $25,000, so make your 
donations now!

When you make your gift, 
please photocopy your check and 
send the copy (with account num-
bers redacted, please), along with 
the mailing address of  the organi-
zation to me at POB 1078, High-
lands, NC  28741 or susie@whiteo-
akrg.com. Send your check to your 
desired recipient. I will then send a 
matching gift (again, up to $100) to 
the same organization (or church).

If  you need guidance as to 
the specific nonprofit organiza-
tions and/or the work they do in 
our community, just give me a call 
or email me. I can step you through 
your giving options.

I will need your copies of  
checks no later than December 21st 
so that I may make my matching 
gifts before year end. Please also 
note that qualifying organizations 
or churches must be Highlands or 
Cashiers based.

We are all blessed to live in this 
phenomenal community. Join me 
in taking Wesley’s words to heart. 
Thank you for all you do to serve, 
to bring light, and to lift spirits. 
Each of  us needs all of  us.

• Susie deVille, ME, ABR, SFR, 
is Owner/Broker-in-Charge of  White 
Oak Realty Group. Her areas of  
expertise include real estate invest-
ments, niche marketing, social media, 
and strategic property positioning. An 
expert in entrepreneurship and an-
thropology, Susie applies her acumen 
in human behavior toward negotiat-
ing and advocating on behalf  of  her 
clients. White Oak Realty Group’s 
sales office is located at 125 S. 4th 
St..in the heart of  the retail district 
in Highlands. For more information, 
visit WhiteOakRG.com or call (828) 
526-8118. 
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HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship – 11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 – 
Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities) 

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.; 
Worship/Communion – 10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 
Independent Bible Church 

Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big 
Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC CHURCH

 Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.; Sat., 4p

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dwight Loggins

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6 
p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.  
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

 BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546
Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pator

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11  
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm

Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

Sun.; Chirstian Education, 9 a.m.(Bucks in Cashiers) Family 
Worship with music and Communion, 10:30 a.m. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Sun.10:30am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tue. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children’s 
Program,. 

10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist Rite I (chapel), 8 am, Education and 
choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting – 6:15 
p.m., Choir – 5 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor •  526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; School – 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast

Wednesdays – Choir – 7 
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

John 3:16Proverbs 3:5• Spiritually Speaking • • Places to Worship •

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 23

A Prayer for Our Nation

Rev. Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church

Cashiers

Heavenly Father, you who have created the heav-
ens and the earth and all that is in them.  You 
who sustain all life and redeem your people.  We 

come before you because you are the sovereign Lord Al-
mighty, the one and only true and living God.  Hear now 
our prayer and guide us in your ways.

Father, we are a sinful people.  A people who have 
forgotten what you have done for us.  We have sinned 
grievously against you in all we have done.  We have killed 
the most innocent among us and refused to follow your 
guidance on what marriage is and the purpose for inti-
macy.  Life has become cheap and unappreciated.  We 
have abandoned the moral guidance of  your Word and 
charted our own course and it is leading us to disaster.

There is no hope for us as long as we refuse to hear 
your Word and conform our lives to your standard.  Fa-
ther, we need you, we need your guidance, lest we fall 
deeper and deeper into sin and become completely lost.

I don’t see how we can avoid judgment even now.  
But I know that even when you send judgment, revival 
will follow.  Hear the plea of  the remnant of  your people 
today and send your judgment and follow it with your 
revival.

You made a covenant with your people to be their 
God and to have them as your people.  All who open 
their ears and listen and their heart and believe on your 
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ will be brought into this 
covenant and will find salvation.  The people of  this na-
tion are in desperate need of  salvation.  Please, heavenly 
Father, send revival and change  hearts.  Save this people.

You have ever been gracious to this nation.  It was 
founded upon the principles of  your Word.  George 
Washington in 1779 speaking before the American peo-
ple declared it was “the duty of  all nations to acknowl-
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Highlands PD log entries from 

Oct. 31. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor, or public officials have 
been used.

Oct. 31
• At 11:55 p.m., a person who 

entered The Lost Hiker on Carolina 
Way after being banned from the loca-
tion, was reported tresapassing in the 
establishment

Nov. 1
• At 8 a.m., a larceny from a vehicle 

at Green Mountain Builders on Laurel 
Street was reported. Two backpacks 
were taken from the vehicle.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
Dept. log entries from Nov. 16

Nov. 16
• At 9:22 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to assist EMS with a medical 
call at a residence on Brookside Lane. 
EMS transported.

• At 7:32 p.m., the dept. assisted 
with traffic at a vehicle accident on 
NC 106.

Nov. 19
• At 1:40 p.m., the dept. provided 

mutual aid to Sky Valley FD. the call was 
cancelled en route.

• At 2:13 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Mt. Dora 
Dr. where a person had fallen and 
injured their face. EMS transported to 
the hospital.

• At 2:58 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to Main Street for a medical 
call. EMS transported to the hospital.

edge the providence of  Almighty God.”  
He also called the nation to “unite in 
rendering unto Him (God) our sincere 
and humble thanks for His kind care and 
protection of  the people of  this coun-
try.”  Father, we have strayed from this 
goal and fallen into a selfish, sinful view 
of  our world.  We have let our nation 
fester in unbelief  and failed to follow 
your commands.

Dear God, nothing but an act of  
your grace can save us.  We come this 
thanksgiving season asking you to hear 
our prayers, humble our hearts, confront 
our souls, help us turn from our wicked 
ways, hear our pleas and forgive us and 
right this nation, placing it back on a 
solid and secure foundation.

Gracious One, you and you alone 

can restore our nation.  Pour out on those 
who will not listen to the message of  grace 
given in your Son the despair that over-
whelms.  Open  hearts and draw them to 
yourself.  If  ever a people needed you, it is 
the American people, for they have become 
blind and deaf  to the truth.

Heavenly Father, we know you can do 
these things we ask.  We lift our voices in 
praise and thanksgiving that you are the 
sovereign Lord Almighty.  That you love 
and care for your people.  We thank you for 
the wonderful grace given in your Son Jesus 
Christ.  For the salvation and sanctification 
you give to all who hear and believe in him.  
We know that even in the midst of  a sinful 
world you have your people and you keep 
them safe.  For this we are eternally thankful.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from 
page 22

• At 5:12 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to Clubhouse Drive for a medical 
call. EMS transported to the hospital.

Nov. 20
• At 11:38 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a call from Madison’s Restaurant for a 
possible chemical reaction in the kitchen 
where bleach had been poured into a sink 
with ammonia. Building was evacuated and 
the health dept. was called.

Nov. 21
• At 10:07 a.m., the dept. provided 

mutual aid to the Cashiers FD and WCU 
University for a structure fire at WCU 
where a Subway was on fire.

Nov. 22
• At 11:36 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Hemlock 
Drive where a 85-year-old male had fallen. 
EMS transported to the hospital.

Nov. 23
• At 10:27 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Buckberry 
Road for a medical call. EMS transported 
to the hospital.

• At 3:01 p.m., the dept. was called to 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital to secure the 
landing zone for MAMA 2.

Nov. 24
• At 10:44 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Cook Road 
for a medical call. EMS transported to the 
hospital.

• At 8:58 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to Clubhouse Trail for a medical 
call. The patient refused transport to the 
hospital.
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions  
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Health Matters • 

Taking good care of  your 
teeth and gums can reduce your 
risk of  heart disease, a new study 
shows. The study’s results are 

Periodontal Disease impacts more than your smile
just the latest to support numer-
ous findings that have previously 
established a link between oral 
health and heart health.

Scientists have long noticed 
that the condition of  a person’s 
teeth influences other parts of  
their body, including the lungs 
and circulatory system, as well 
as their overall health. Previ-
ous studies have even found a 
link between gum disease, also 
known as periodontal disease, 
and obesity.

According to the new study, 
which was conducted by the 
Columbia University Mailman 
School of  Public Health, as gum 
health improves, so does heart 
health. Researchers believe that 
this is because healthy gums help 
to slow the progression of  a 
condition called atherosclerosis, 
which is the hardening of  the 
arteries.

For the study, research-
ers looked at bacteria samples 
taken from participants’ teeth 
and gums, checking for signs of  
inflammation. Researchers also 
measured plaque formation on 
the subjects’ arteries and moni-
tored their gum and heart health 
over the course of  three years.

The findings showed that, 
over time, those who did not 
take better care of  their teeth 
saw their gum health decline. 
This decrease in oral health cor-
related with an increase in in-
flammation and the progression 
of  artery calcification, which is a 
known risk factor for heart dis-
ease and stroke.

Gum health can be sub-
stantially improved by receiv-
ing treatment for existing gum 
disease, such as gingivitis (also 
known as periodontal disease), 
getting routine dental exams as 
well as cleanings twice a year and 
following a dental health regi-
men, including brushing twice 
daily, flossing frequently and us-
ing mouthwash.

The Wilbanks Smile Cen-
ter offers various treatments for 
gum disease issues. A thorough 
examination and evaluation by 
Dr. Joseph Wilbanks will deter-
mine what you need to keep your 
teeth and gums as healthy as pos-
sible. Call 706-886-9439 or toll-
free at 800-884-9439.
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• Health Matters • 

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon! 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Sunday-Thursday, 9a to 6p, Fri. & Sat. 9a to 7p 
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Apples, fresh collard greens, turnips, fritters, donuts, 
sweet potatoes, fresh bread, dried beans, fresh cider and much more!

(StatePoint) While skin 
cancer is highly prevalent and 
incidence rates are rising, it also 
remains one most treatable types 
of  cancer. But you need to re-
main vigilant about your skin and 
share any changes or concerns 
with your doctor before they be-
come bigger problems.

In fact, one in five Ameri-
cans will develop skin cancer in 
their lifetime. However, the dis-
ease is 95 percent curable if  di-
agnosed early.

“Staying vigilant about the 
health of  your skin is crucial to 
early diagnosis and more effec-
tive intervention,” says L. Mi-
chael Hone, President and CEO 
of  Caliber Imaging and Diagnos-
tics, a medical technology com-
pany that develops diagnostic 
tools for skin diseases.

It’s all about regular screen-
ings, says Hone, who recom-
mends making an appointment 
with your dermatologist on an 
annual basis.

Though the incidence of  
skin cancer in the United States 

• Health Matters • 

is on the rise, there’s good news 
-- new innovations in skin cancer 
detection are making thorough, 
regular screenings easier for pa-
tients.

For example, the VivaScope, 
by Caliber I.D., offers a noninva-
sive optical biopsy of  the skin, so 
patients don’t need to have any 
portion of  their skin cut or re-
moved to check for cancer and 
can receive results immediately. 
As the only FDA 510(k) cleared, 
noninvasive skin imaging tech-
nology that enables physicians 
to make an accurate diagnosis of  
skin diseases through the direct 
visualization of  cells, it is used for 
the diagnosis of  melanoma, basal 
cell carcinoma and squamous cell 
carcinoma, as well as for the ac-
curate noninvasive diagnosis of  
benign lesions and dermatoses.

At your next doctor’s visit, 
here are topics to discuss regard-
ing your risks of  developing skin 
cancer and what you and your 
doctor can do to check for it:

• Risk: While anyone can de-
velop skin cancer, the risk is ele-

What to ask your doctor about skin cancer 
vated by overexposure to harmful 
UV rays, a family history of  the 
disease and a lighter complexion. 
Ask your doctor to assess your 
risk and offer you ways of  miti-
gating the threat.

• Self-exam: Between doc-
tor’s visits, you can perform self-
exams on a monthly basis. Using 
a full-length mirror as well as a 
handheld mirror, look for changes 
in your skin that could be indica-
tive of  skin cancer. Don’t forget 
to check your scalp and nail beds 
of  your toes and fingers. Your 
doctor can offer you guidelines 
for what to look for and how.

• Screening: Ask your doctor 
about innovations in skin cancer 
detection that offer a noninvasive 

alternative to a biopsy. More in-
formation can be found at www.
caliberid.com.

By being informed and in-
quisitive, you can make the most 

of  your next visit to the doctor.
Locally call Dr. Robert Bu-

chanan at the Center for Plastic 
Surgery at 526-3783.

(StatePoint) During the 
holidays, it can be all too easy 
to overeat. But there’s more at 
play when it comes to packing 
on pounds this time of  year. An-
other holiday tradition that can 
affect your weight is stress. 

Here are some important 
things to know about your body’s 
response to stress:

Stress Hormones
We all have a built-in stress 

response. It’s a complicated set 
of  physiological reactions that 
help keep you alive during dan-
gerous situations. Here’s how it’s 
supposed to work:

You experience an acute 
stressor. Thousands of  years 
ago, this could have been a tiger 
trying to eat you. Today, it could 
be the in-laws coming to stay 
with you over the holidays. In 
response, adrenal glands release 
the stress hormone cortisol into 

Did you know holiday stress 
can make you fat

your bloodstream, initiating an 
increase in blood sugar used for 
immediate energy to fight, run or 
slam on your car brakes.

Once the stressor is dealt 
with, the cortisol leaves your sys-
tem and things return to their 
normal metabolic state. But un-
fortunately today, many of  us are 
constantly stressed, causing sig-
nificant metabolic imbalances.

Chronic Stress
From when we wake up to 

when we go to bed, the average 
person deals with hundreds of  
low-grade stressful events, like 
rush hour traffic, projects with 
impossible deadlines, troubles 
with kids, spouses or pets.

According to Michael A. 
Smith, M.D. host of  “Healthy 
Talk” on RadioMD.com and se-
nior health scientist with the Life 

•See FAT page 27



Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tues - Sat. at 10 a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939
Walk-Ins Welcome! 

Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5  • Sat. 10-2Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylist: Heather D. Escandon 

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing
Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  

Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

Shear Elevations
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Raleigh:  Food banks across North 
Carolina will get $2 million in new grants 
to help fight hunger, Attorney General Roy 
Cooper announced Monday.

The money comes at a time when the 
state’s food banks are working harder than 
ever to help needy families.  Approximately 
one in five North Carolinians lack access 
to enough food to eat, including more than 
one in four children under the age of  five.

“Food banks are a lifeline for many 
people in our state, and they need our sup-
port,” Cooper said. “We’re investing in our 
food banks to help struggling families and 
encourage others to get involved by donat-
ing or volunteering in their local communi-
ties.”

A total of  $2 million in grants will 
be distributed to food banks statewide 
through the Food Bank of  Eastern and 
Central North Carolina.  The funds come 
from food and pharmaceutical consumer 
settlements achieved by Cooper’s office.

 Last year, North Carolina’s food banks 
distributed nearly 130 million pounds of  

NC Food Banks to get $2 million in 
grants to fight hunger

AG Cooper awards money from consumer settlements
nutritious food to people in need and 
the need is growing.  Approximately 2 
million North Carolinians sought help 
from a food bank last year, according to 
the NC Association of  Feeding America 
Food Banks.  The state’s food banks part-
ner with more than 2,700 agencies such 
as food pantries, soup kitchens, food de-
livery programs, Meals-On-Wheels, and 
feeding programs for seniors, children 
and families. 

Cooper previously awarded $741,220 
to the state’s food banks in 2011 as part 
of  a price fixing settlement with major 
vitamin manufacturers and $100,000 to 
the state’s food banks in 2004 as part of  a 
settlement with Salton, Inc.

Local food banks include the High-
lands Emergency Council: 71 Poplar St, 
(828) 526-4357; The Food Pantry on 
Church Street Alley behind the Highlands 
United Methodist Church, 526-3376; and 
CareNet in Franklin: 130 Bidwell Street 
(828) 369-2642.



Owner is Retiring!
Selling to the Walls!

20% off Almost Everything
Complete line of office supplies

Laser paper • Ink Cartridges  & More

95 Highlands Plaza
526-3379 • FAX: 526-3309
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Extension Foundation in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, this state 
of  affairs is chronically elevat-
ing cortisol levels, which means 
blood sugar is constantly being 
mobilized for energy.

“And when you don’t burn 
the sugar, it gets stored as body 
fat,” says Dr. Smith. “This is just 
one of  the metabolic imbalances 
caused by too much cortisol. 
There are many other problems 
caused by chronic stress that can 
pack on the fat.”

For example, too much cor-
tisol, which results in a drop in 
serotonin, can drive sugar crav-
ings and significantly increase 
appetite.

Solutions
Feeling tense? Try some 

stress reduction activities, like 
jogging, meditation or breathing 
exercises.

Also, consider adaptogenic 
herbs, which have long been 
used for their mood balancing 
and stress reducing effects. For 
example, a number of  clinical 
trials demonstrate that repeated 
administration of  rhodiola ex-
tract exerts energizing effects 
that increase mental focus.

For more information about 
reducing stress and suppressing 
appetite, visit www.LEF.org/ap-
petite or call the toll-free number 
1-855-840-4615.

...FAT continued 
from page 25

Advertising in  
Highlands News-

paper and on 
Highlandsinfo.com 

WORKS!
To reserve space 
in our upcoming 

Shopping Pullouts 
through December 

or 
For information, 

call 828-526-3228 
or email  

highlandseditor@
aol.com.

Church Street Hair for Men 

Open:  
Mon.-Sat. 9:30a to 5p

210 S. 3rd Street
(Across the street from Reeves and  

behind the Methodist Church)

828-482-9374

Traditional Barbershop & Razor cuts  
by Cirino

(Hair stylist for Women, too!)



Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988!

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop

Please Call for hours & directions
526-9743 • Highlands

Custom Quilts
Fabrics, Notions

NC Lic. # 28972

Miller’s Plumbing Service, LLC
Buddy Miller, Owner

• Water Cop Installation 
& Winterization

• Remodels & New  
Construction

Cell 828-371-1707
millersplumbing99@yahoo.com

Manley’s Towing 
Service

Owner-Operator James Popcorn Manley
526-0374 • 342-0583

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

Highlands Automotive
Service

&
Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial 
• Over 40 Years Experience 

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

U Call We Haul Junk Removal Service

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving – now a full  
service asphalt company specializing in  

commercial and residential asphalt services.
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder 
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.

Other services?
Utility installation and repair, driveways, 

ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing. 
Call 828-526-9348.

Brysongrading@gmail.com

donandbetty9126@frontier.com

A Native and a Local 
available to tell you about 

Highlands and to show you 
our beautiful mountain real 

estate...
Call Brokers

Betty and Don Fisher
at 787-2324 or 

226-1030
Country Club Properties

Total House and Business Cleanouts...
Attics, Basements, Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We take it all! 
We’ll take your trash and save you some cash! 
Cheaper than a Dumpster and we do all the work! 
Honest and Reliable. 
Call today for a cleaner tomorrow! 
Landlords and Realtors Welcome. 
10% off with this ad. Don’t Delay!

Call Geno Today. (828) 200-5268
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You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you!
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

L. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land Surveyors

Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania  
counties for more than 45 years

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS
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Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Nantahla Tire & Car Care
• Oil changes • Brakes • Tires  

• Light Car & Truck Repair
828-526-0283

518 Dillard Road, Highlands
nantire1@aol.com

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

C.N.A. I or II
Medical Laboratory Technologist

Dietary Aide
Unit Clerk/C.N.A.

Medical Records Manager
ER and Med/Surg Registered Nurses

• Business/Organization News •

The Kiwanis Club of Franklin Macon County just com-
pleted their annual distribution of dictionaries to all third 
graders in Macon County.   Teachers give a lesson on dic-
tionary usage and the students get to keep the diction-
aries.  Shown here is Kiwanian Chris Brouwer with the 
happy students and third grade teachers Jayme Christy 
and Donna Sizemore.

Kiwanis Club of Franklin distributes dictionaries

Highlands School 3rd grade teacher Jayme Christy with 
her class,.

Highlands School 3rd grade teacher Donna Sizemore 
with her class.

Wed. & Thurs., Dec. 4-5
• The Highlands Emergency Council 

Christmas Gift Program for Children 
final signups will be December 4 from 
10: a.m. to 6 p.m. and December 5 
from 10: a.m. to 6: p.m. at the highlands 
Emergency Council Building located at 
71 Poplar Street. Signs ups must be in 
person. Please, no phone calls. 

 

 

 

Sign up for Christmas 
Gift-Giving program



year-round bookkeeper. Candidates must be 
proficient with spreadsheets, QuickBooks, 
reconciling bank statements and merchant state-
ments. Email jobs828@gmail.com 

THE LOST HIKER IS LOOKING 
FOR EXPERIENCED BARTENDERS. The 
Lost Hiker is a fast paced nightlife environment 
and were looking for the complete package, 
to add to our already amazing staff. Applicants 
Must: Be 21 years of Age, or older Have at least 
1 year of service experience to apply, Be able 
to lift, and carry boxes of 25lbs or less. Must be 
able to work 12 hour shifts. Be able to work 
on Holidays. Be able to demonstrate a great 
personality to customers. Call 828-526-8232 
to setup an interview, or send your resume to 
TheLostHikersBar@gmail.com  (st. 11/7) 

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END 
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS, NC.  Seasonal employment, part time 
to full time, some weekends.  Retail clothing sales 
experience preferred.  Please call 828-200-1703. 
(st. 9/19)

YARD/ESTATE SALE
HUGE INSIDE YARD SALE held over 

for another week! Saturday, Nov. 30, 9a-5p and 
Sunday, Dec. 1, 10a-5p. Additional items from 
Estate Sales Liquidating Antique/Flea Market 
Booths. Entire contents priced at 50% Off. Ev-
erything must go! Collectibles, Vintage, Eclectic, 
Apparel, Christmas. A Picker’s Paradise. CASH 
ONLY. 1136 N. 4th Street (Cashiers Road) Next 
door to Jill’s Consignment

ITEMS FOR SALE
FURNITURE – redecorating and down-

sizing. Many items available. Call 828-200-1367. 
(st. 11/27)

 SMALL WOOD STOVE  with Firebrick, 
damper and firescreen. 2 eyes, like new. $140 
Call 526-2607. 11?21

JACUZZI HOT TUB. ABOUT 2 
YEARS OLD. IN GOOD SHAPE. Suitable 
for 4-6 people with cover. $1,900 or reasonable 
best offer. Call 828-526-0502. (st. 10/17)

KITCHEN AID PROLINE, SIDE BY 
SIDE REFREIGERATOR. 25.3 cubic ft. 
counter depth. meterorite finish with ice maker. 
$3,700. Call 828-526-8584. (st. 10/3)

2011 VW TIGUAN 2.0T, FWD, 4DR 
automatic w/sport shift, Sirius/XM, 28-30 MPG, 
43000 mi - $14,000.  828/526-8321. (st. 10/31)

PEARL RIVER UPRIGHT PIANO – 
Like new. $1,950 or OBO. Call Mark. 828-526-
4563. (st. 8/22)

SERVICES
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT - 

HAGAN BINDER DESIGN. Start planning 
your spring landscape today! Master planning, 
remodels, landscape tune-ups, hardscape. NC 
Board certified. wwwhaganbinder.com 850-570-
8210. (Dec. 30)

FOR A SUPER CLEAN HOLIDAY 
HOME, please call 828-743-5599. (st. 11/14)

FALL CLEANUP SPECIAL! Leaf 
Removal, Shrub Pruning, Yard Debris including 
metal, brush,wood, etc. We also specialize in 
small demolition and tree removal. Call Today 
For A Cleaner Tomorrow! (828) 200-5268  

Service Directory Ads
$17/wk BW

$22/wk/color

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words, 20 
cents for each word 

thereafter
$2 extra for yellow 

highlight
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RES / COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
2BD/2BA IN TOWN NEXT TO THE 

BASCOM.  $800 per month plus utilities.  
No smokers, Pets negotiable.  828 200 0807 
neima78@hotmail.com (st. 11/14)

APT. FOR RENT. $600/mth.  Utilities 
included. Call 828-200-2061. (st. 10/24)

ONE BEDROOM APT IN SCALY 
MOUNTAIN. mini kitchen. $400/month. 
Long-term. Call 828-526-1552. (10/31)

WINTER SPECIAL: Attractive, clean, 
daylight apartment fully furnished, new carpet, 
fireplace, one bedroom, one bath ready for 
holiday visitors at only $500 weekly-- good 
until January 2. Call Betty at 828- 787-2324 for 
reservation. 828-787-2324 or 828-226-3382. 
(st. Oct. 10)

COMMERCIAL ON CAROLINA 
WAY 1480 sq. ft.,$1200/mo Call 828-526-
4646 or 404-210-7979. (st. 9/19)

COMMERCIAL MAIN STREET 
LOCATION with plenty of parking. Great 
for retail or office space. For more information 
call 828-342-9158. (st. 7/12)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
COMMERCIAL BUILDING, 365 

Franklin Road. Over 170 ft. of Hwy frontage 
and large parking area. Street level: 3 offices 
with LR/KIT/BA. Lower Level: 2BR/2BA apart-
ment. Laundry & central gas heat. $415,000. 
Call TLC Associates. 828-371-2485 or 828-
526-2919. (12/19)

FABULOUS LONG VIEWS. 1,900 
sq. ft. 2-car garage. Beautiful location. See our 
website at www.cashiers-glenvillehousefor 
sale.com

SCALY MOUNTAIN HIGH RIDGE 
PROPERTY facing Scaly Mountain. Lo-
cated on Buck Knob Road. Will divide into 
2- or 3-acre lots on ridge. Call 813-264-6358. 
mknowles38@msn.com. (st. 10/3)

PRICED BELOW ASSESSED VAL-
UE. 3 BR/2 BA. Fireplace. Double-car garage. 
Large deck. $285,000. 386-212-4181(st. 8/8)

HELP WANTED
HIGHLANDS INN LODGE NOW 

HIRING FOR FRONT DESK. Please stop 
by 96 log cabin lane for application or email 
sales@highlandsinnlodge.com.  Send Resume 
to sales@highlandsinnlodge.com. No phone 
inquiries. (12/5) MOUNTAIN FRESH 
GROCERY in Highlands is hiring a full time 

(11/28)
MOUNTAIN MAID HOUSE CLEAN-

ING SERVICE – Call Amy at 828-342-2279, 
references available. (12/19)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE – 
Let Charlie Dasher handle your transportation 
whether it’s to the airport, a special event, or 
just around town. He provides van service for 
weddings, and is licensed and insured. 526-8645. 
(st. 7/18)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN – Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure 
washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks, 
additions, roofing and CONSTRUCTION 

MANAGEMENT. Free Estimates. Insured. Call 
421-4667. (9/12)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES – Complete Landscaping Com-
pany, Design, Installation and Maintenance. 
Also featuring Plants, Trees, Hardscapes, Wa-
ter Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage, 
Erosion Control and RR-Tie work. Serving 
the Highlands/Cashiers area since 1988. 828-
526-2251.

828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place!”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.” 

3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2
3

15

19

4th St. 

Boutique

Comfortable 
clothing for 

women

219 S. 4th St. ...on the hill
14

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC20

Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in 
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

www.chambersagency.net

The 
Chambers Agency
Realtors
Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James!
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer PartsHighlands Plaza

526-5525
21

Cosper Flowers
Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p

Closed Sunday
Orders & Deliveries  

Daily
In Highlands Plaza
(828) 526-8671

www.cosperflowers.

Where Smiles are in Bloom All Year 

22

Find all the waterfalls 
at highlandsinfo.com

Bridal Veil Falls
526-8878

Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner nightly 

 from 5:30 
Bar opens at 4 p.m.

526-3636 8

9

1

Home Gifts, Art  
& Antiques

526-3909 • 468 Carolina Way

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

31

10

The 
Food 

Pantry 
needs 

supplies
Please help those in 

need!  
The Highlands  

Food Pantry needs:
Toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, and 
dried black beans, 
for the hundreds of 
needy local families 
who it serves on a 

weekly basis. 
Please drop items off 

at the 
Highlands United 
Methodist Church 

Mon. - Thurs. 
8am - 4pm and 
Fri. 8am - 2pm. 

Thank you 
for helping! 

RUKA’s

Town Lighting
Sat. Nov. 30 

6:30 p.m.
Main Street at 

Highlands United 
Methodist Church



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

41McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman 
Broker 

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com

828-526-2338

30

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

29

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

nadineparadise@gmail.com
www.NadineParadise.com

Nadine Paradise, Broker

#1 Resource for all your REAL ESTATE needs!
828-371-2551 (Cell)

26

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

343-D
Main Street!

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Certified Luxury Home  
Marketing Specialist

2012  
#1 Agent in Highlands 

per HCMLS 2012

Jody Lovell
33

Text SIR to 87778 to download 
our app for any mobile phone.

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for dinner
4-9p 

Thurs.-Sun. and 
Sunday Brunch

Highlands NC Realty

Tammy 
Mobley 

www.HighlandsNC.info

Broker/Owner 

26 years  
experience

(770)337-1000
(828)482-0325

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
7 days

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

828-526-8784 (office)
828-200-9179 (cell)

L. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land Surveyors

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania  
counties for more than 45 years

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... 
and Invest in Your Life!”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips, 
Broker

(828) 200-2642
WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 225 Main St. (next to ACE hardware)

Open
7 Days a Week!

10a to 4p

Small Plates served from  
4 pm afternoons Wed.-Sun.  

at the bar; 
Dinner from 5 pm  

Wednesday-Sunday

828-526-4104
exurbiasothebysrealty.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784


