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Saturday, Oct. 5 at 9a  
at H-C Hospital

To register call 526-1313

•See REC COMPLEX page 8

•See SIGN page 4

•See MOUND page 8 

The Team: Tyler Munger, senior, Ryan Vinson, senior, Victor Lopez, senior, Matt Rodriguez, senior, Kenan 
Lewis, junior, Philip Murphy, junior, Davis Moore, junior, Jacob McElroy, junior, Colin Weller, sophomore, 
Dylan Vinson, sophomore, Austic Nichols, sophomore, Harrison Renfro, sophomore, Remy Adrian, 
sophomore, Andy Marquez, freshman, Tucker Johnson, freshman, John Murphy, freshman, Jody Thorske, 
freshman, Wesley Hedden, freshman, Benjamin Miller, freshman. Coach: Chris Green. The next home 
game at Highlands School is Wednesday, Sept. 25 at 6 p.m.

HS Varsity Soccer Team – 2013

Last Tuesday, the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners 
unanimously passed a resolution 
in attempt to facilitate a conversa-
tion between the Eastern Band of  
Cherokee Indians and the Town 
of  Franklin regarding the Nikwasi 
Indian Mound. The mound legally 
belongs to the Town of  Franklin. 

The resolution, which states, 
“Whereas, Macon County has 

County agrees to start conversation 
about Nikwasi Indian Mound ownership

enjoyed and materially benefitted 
from its positive and continu-
ing relationship with the Eastern 
Band of  the Cherokee Nation and 
looks forward to continuing and 
increasing the same,” is the result 
of  Eastern Band of  Cherokee In-
dians Principal Chief  Michell Hicks 
visiting county commissioners in 
August to ask for help in “bringing 
the mound home.”

Hicks went before commis-
sioners in August pleading for the 
board’s help in finding a way for the 
Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians 
to obtain possession of  the mound. 
As Hicks spoke to commissioners 
last month, he explained that the 
Nikwaski Mound is not the only 
property in Macon County which 
holds historical significance to the 

Photo by Lisa Osteen

Work to  
begin on 
Parker 

Meadows  
rec complex

Thurs., Sept. 19
• Taize on the Mountain. A time of 

music, light, peace and beauty at 6 p.m. 
in K-H Park on Pine Street at 6 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 20
• Themed Dinner and Cooking 

Demonstration. Fundraiser for the Lau-
rel Garden Club. “Mad Men Cocktail 
Party.” $60 per person. 50 guests max. 
Purchase tickets on line at www.Laurel-
GardenClubHighlands.com

Saturday, Sept. 21
• Got bears? Come to the B.E.A.R. 

Task Force program Saturday at the 
Highlands Nature Center amphitheater 
at 4 p.m. Bear experts will provide help-
ful information on managing attractants 
along with demonstrations of an array of 
effective deterrents, including whistles, 
air horns, umbrellas and electric fencing.
The Nature Center is on East Main St. 
(Horse Cove Rd.). In case of rain it will 
move to the Highlands Civic Center. For 
more info call (828) 526-9227.

• Gilliam’s Promise annual 5K race 
at the Highlands Recreation Park. Reg-
istration begins at 8a, the race starts at 
9a, and it is once again followed by our 
famous post race brunch. Runners and 
walkers are all welcome and can register 
at active.com, or call Gilliam’s Promise 
office at 526-2220 for  info.

• Easter Star Annual BBQ from 11a 
to 2p on the lawn of the Highlands United 
Methodist Church. Proceeds will go to 
the Higlands Rotary Scholarship Fund 
in memory of Walter  and Albert Wilson. 
Plates are $8.

• Fundraiser for the Laurel Garden 
Club. Kitchen Tour. 9a-1:30p. Includes 
tour of six homes and chef demonstra-
tions. $60 per person. Tickets are limited. 
Purchase tickets on line at www.Laurel-
GardenClubHighlands.com

• The Highlands Plateau Greenway 
will have its monthly work trip at 9 a.m. 
Anyone interested in participating, please 
register with Ran Shaffner by emailing 
highlandsgreenway@nctv.com or leaving 
a message at 828-526-5622.

At a special called Planning 
Board meeting Monday night, 
members took a “walk-about” town 
to see how proposed changes to the 
Sign Ordinance might change the 
look of  the business district.

Changes coming to Sign Ordinance
Large venue off premise directional signs to be allowed & more

The board has been going over 
the sign ordinance portion of  the 
Unified Development Ordinance 
over the last few months tweaking 
and eliminating – and discussion 
will continue at the regular Planning 

Board meeting, Monday, Sept. 23.
Though the Town Board will 

have the final say, so far recom-
mendations are as follows:

No changes to Wall signage on 

Last Tuesday night, in a split 
3-2 decision, county commissioners 
voted to allocate $21,000 from the 
county’s fund balance to begin 
the process of  developing the 
Parker Meadows property into a 
recreational facility. Commissioners 
Paul Higdon and Ron Haven voted 
against the motion. 

While the county originally 
unanimously voted to purchase 
the 48-acre property for economic 
and recreational development, 
votes regarding the project that 
have occurred since commissioner 
Paul Higdon beat out former 
commissioner Bobby Kuppers last 
fall have been split 3-2. 

“I voted for Parker Meadows, 
but voted against the money spent 
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Letters-to-the Editor-Policy
We reserve the right to reject or edit submissions. 

No anonymous letters will be accepted. 
Views expressed are not necessarily those of Highlands Newspaper. 

Please email letters by Sunday at 5 p.m. There is a 500-word limit without prior approval.

About The Bascom
Dear Editor,

There are several interesting exhibits 
currently showing at The Bascom well 
worth spending time to enjoy. 

The Members Show, an annual event 
to showcase the artists membership of  The 
Bascom, and their creative way of  dealing 
with a theme given them, (this year’s theme 
is Whimsy) is hanging throughout the whole 
building.

A juried exhibition of  works entitled 
“Figures” showcases works of  artists work-
ing in various mediums from throughout 
the United States is on display in the Buntzl 
Gallery on the main floor, along with craft 
pieces in the Atrium.

The featured exhibit in the Loft Gal-
lery is a site specific installation by Caroline 
Lathan-Stiefel in which I have more than a 
passing interest. But what I really want to say 
about it, is not just how great the creativity 
of  the art work is, but also sing the praises 
of  the Bascom staff  that helped Caroline 
daily for over a week in the installation and 
lighting of  the finished work.

Sallie Taylor and Bo Sweeny of  the 
Curatorial Staff  of  the Bascom are abso-
lutely without equal! The people of  this 
community are so fortunate to have such a 
talented staff  dedicated to not only bring-
ing art to the Bascom, but presenting it in 
such a highly professional way. I was able to 
witness first hand how hard Sallie, Bo, and 
Caroline worked on every little detail and 
nuance of  the installation, and as an artist 
and a part of  the viewing public, I want to 
thank each one of  them.

But I especially want to thank Bo 
Sweeny who will be leaving us soon for a 
new adventure in his life. Bo is a very gifted 
artist and will find new inspiration in new 
places and I wish him well, though with a 
touch of  sadness because we will all miss 
him and his great artistic eye.

Bon Voyage, Bo, and again thanks to 
Sallie and Caroline.

Rosemary Stiefel
Highlands

Dear Editor,
A rally at Bridge Park in Sylva on August 

28th attracted 300 – 500 people; the differ-
ence in the count is between organizer claims, 
500 and media estimates. No matter whether 
300 or 500 people they all were grossly misled 
by the speakers who wrongly trashed the 
work of  the Republican led state legislature. 

No mention was made of  the conditions 
Republicans inherited from years of  Demo-
crat control – a $2.5 billion budget deficit, 
billions of  dollars in unfunded pension plans, 
$2.6 billion debt owed to US Treasury for 
money borrowed for unemployment, $400 
billion in debt owed to US Treasury for 
improper Medicaid billing and underfunded 

Public was grossly  
misled

transportation maintenance leaving our state 
in a $2 billion hole because the highway trust 
fund was raided for years to pay other bills.

No credit was given to the Republican 
legislature for passing a balanced budget that 
cuts excessive spending and reduces corpo-
rate and personal income taxes, eliminates 
excessive regulations thereby creating jobs 
and bringing industry to North Carolina.

Speakers decried education reform even 
though there has been no decreased funding 
for public schools. It seems that when edu-
cation records in North Carolina show that 
the state spends $9,000 per student but 40% 
of  third graders can’t read at grade level and 
nearly one in four students do not graduate 
from high school it is time for a change in 
direction and that is what this legislature did. 

The legislature increased appropriations 
funding for K-12 public schools. School dis-

tricts are now able to renew teacher contracts 
based on performance -- imagine that -- just 
like any business does with employees. Schol-
arships, grants and vouchers to fund free 
and reduced lunch programs, special needs 
students and public school student’s tuition 
and expenses for private school -- parental 
choice, a novel idea to some. $5.1 million 
dollars is there to attract, hire and train more 
teachers in high need districts.

While the protest crowd supposedly 
promoted equality, they evidently did not 
mean voter equality. The North Carolina 
Voter Information Verification Act essen-
tially ensures all voters are treated the same 
when the votes are counted by requiring 
photo ID for everyone who wishes to vote. 
One speaker stated that everyone is equal 
at the ballot box and how true that is but 
not so true if  some voters are not who they 
are supposed to be. If  anyone thinks there 
is no voter fraud, then there should be no 
objection to requiring voter ID at the polls.

Rally protesters support women’s rights 
yet they reject a basic right that creates safer 
standards for abortion facilities. Protesters 
support healthcare for all yet reject Medic-
aid reform made more patient oriented and 
fiscally responsible by Governor McCrory’s 
office. 

The rally chant “Forward together, not 
one step back” is appropriate for this state…
we sure do not want to go any steps back to 
the mismanagement and fiscal irresponsibil-
ity of  a Democrat majority legislature. 

Carol Adams
Glenville, NC

Dear Editor,
I noticed the new gateway signs and 

I think they are very attractive. Nothing 
against the old signs, but they were a little 
dated and out of  character for the town. I’m 
new to Highlands, but immediately noticed 
the difference and want to commend those 
who made the decision and the tasteful 
design. Nice work! 

Gray Erlacher
Highlands

New Gateway 
signs are great
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• Obituary •

Exclu
sively

 at...

The 

Hen House

Open:
Mon.-Sat. 10:30a to 5p; Sun. noon to 4p

488 E. Main St. 787-2473

She was “Abuela” to literally thousands – from her children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren’s many friends, to the countless young students who passed through 
St. Michael’s school cafeteria where she served for almost three generations, and Little 
Havana’s Social Security office, where she enjoyed working well into her 70s and was 
known by all for her warm heart and genuine desire to help. 

Abuela’s passions were family and travel, and she will be especially missed by those 
she touched in Spain, North Carolina, New Orleans, Cuba, Isla Mujeres and Tobago, 
where she visited as recently as last year.

Born in Matanzas, Cuba, April 12, 1914, she came to the United States with her 
two small children in 1956, shortly after being widowed by the love of  her life, Fidencio. 
She was fiercely proud of  her Cuban heritage and equally proud of  her many years as 
an American citizen.

Abuela died September 10, 2013.
Predeceased by her beloved husband Fide and son, Jorge, she is survived by her daugh-

ter Marta Figel (Alan); granddaughters Martha Limner (Nick), Marlene Fairchild (John), 
and Janean Barroso (Brian); grandsons Jorge Zapata (Jennifer), Andrew Figel (Suzanne) 
and Nick Figel; and 11 great-grandchildren – Nicholas, Andrew, Jordan, Remy, Sydney, 
Kai, Dawson, Isabella, Levi, Harper & Jackson – who she enjoyed well into her 99th year.

A service was held in her honor on Saturday, September 14 at 6:30 pm at Stanfill 
Funeral Home, 10545 South Dixie Highway, Fla. In lieu of  flowers, the family requests 
donations be made to your favorite charity.

Delia Zapata

Abuela with two of her 11 great-grandchilddren, Harper and 
Jackson Fairchild

Zoning Board UPDATE
At the Wednesday, Sept. 11 Zoning 

Board meeting, a Special Use Permit for the 
Satulah Mountain Brewing Company was 
issued with a unanimous vote.

Dale Heinlein of  the Satulah Mountain 
Brewing Company will now open a brew 
pub on 454 Carolina Way this fall.

According to the SUP application, 
Satulah Mountain Brewing Company will 
offer locally sourced and hand-crafted brews 
and will produce under 500 barrels a year for 
both wholesale distribution to local estab-
lishments and for retail sale on site.

Initial operating hours will be 2-9 p.m. 
daily. 

The craft beer will be on tap and local 
wine and snacks might also be available.

The brewpub is permitted in the B-3 
zoning district and one parking space for 
each 250 sq. ft. of  gross floor space is re-
quired. There will be three parking spaces 
in front and three in back of  the building.

Three citizens spoke during the hearing 
– two who spoke in favor of  the business 
and one business owner on Carolina Way 

who didn’t speak against the business but 
expressed concerns about Carolina Way 
turning into a “street full of  bars.”

The other bar on the street is The Lost 
Hiker.

– Kim Lewicki



Open Wed. - Sat.
Lunch: 11a to 4p
Dinner: 5:30-9p

Closed Sun. - Tues.
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Next to the Community Bible Church at 
3601 Cashiers Road • 787-2299

Fresh country 
cooking with 

great prices AND 
outdoor dining!

8a to 2:30p everyday (Closed Tues. & Wed.)

Serving Breakfast & Lunch

Enjoy our 
Fresh Salads and 

Wraps!

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Open 
for

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner  
starting at 11:30 a.m.

(Check website for hours)
Breakfast Buffet:  

Saturday & Sunday 8:30-10:30

www.mainstreet-inn.com

Full Bar – Beer, wine, cocktails
Featuring New Menu

Re-inventing your dining experience 
with our new outdoor fire tables!

Featuring weekly specials and 
refreshing drinks in our  

Rainforest Margarita & Mojito Bar!
Go to www.elaztecahighlands.com

for more information.

Serving
Lunch & Dinner

the exterior of  buildings.
No changes to signage displays on the inside of  build-

ings.
No changes to temporary signs can be affixed to the 

interior which can’t exceed 20% of  the window space. 
One “Open” sign -- which falls under the Temporary 

Regulated Signs without a permit category -- is allowed per 
public entrance of  a business. Some businesses have two or 
more public entrances – not to be confused with a delivery 
entrance. These signs can be flags, wall signs or “open” 
signs attached to permitted free-standing signs (currently 
only allowed in the B3 district.) Monday night, the board 
discussed how to handle sandwich boards with the word 
“closed” on them. This will be discussed further.

None of  the “open” signs can intrude into the right-
of-way and they must be removed at closing time. Rear 
entrances that are used for deliveries but not the public 
in the B1 district can have the name of  the business on a 
sign on the building not to exceed 2 sq. ft. of  surface area 
per sign face.

Animated and moving signs are still prohibited except 
for “open” flags as referred to above.

In the electric sign category, message board signs are 
still prohibited except for church signs, service station signs, 
and restaurant message boards which are allowed without a 
permit. However, if  restaurant message signs are electric, the 
display must be four changes per minute and can’t exceed 2 
foot candles at 12 inches from the screen.

Internally illuminated signs are still prohibited except 
for restaurant message boards and real estate listings within 
a commercial window. 

There was much talk about the use of  computer moni-
tors or flat screen TV monitors to display real estate listing. 
The same rate of  exchange as electronic messaging boards 
is required – four changes per minute and 2 foot candles at 
12 inches from the screen. Monitors six feet or less from the 
window can’t exceed 32 inches in size (measured diagonally); 
monitors beyond 6 feet from the window can’t exceed 42 
inches in size.

This issue in particular will be discussed more next 
Monday.

•See SIGNS page 7

... SIGNS continued from page 1
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Small Plates served from  
4 pm every afternoon  

at the bar; 
Dinner from 5 pm  

every evening 

Coffee• Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Frozen Yogurt

Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days a week • 7 a to 6 p • 526-0020

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11:30a to 4p

Serving Dinner Daily 
beginning at 5:30p 

Open 7 days a week!

Rustico

Northern Italian  
Cuisine

Full bar, wine & beer
Dinner daily from 

5:30p
For reservations, 

call: 828-526-0999

at the Log Cabin

130 Log Cabin Lane 
Highlands

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday – Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30 – 10:30am 

Lunch: 11am – 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials!

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

828-526-2338 • www.ontheverandah.com

...on the Verandah Restau-
rant 

Open for Dinner
7 nights a week 

4-9pm
and Sunday 

Brunch

Wine Spectator 

Highlands Dining 

& Eateries

Directions: Take Flat Mtn. Road off US 64 east and turn 
left on Skyline Lodge Road to 470 Skyline Lodge Road

Skyline 

Fine Dining w/Full Service Bar
Open for dinner Wed.-Sat. 5:30 til’

Breakfast Thurs.-Sun. 8-11a
Sun. Brunch 12-2p $20

A unique 4,300’ Mountain Top Retreat designed circa 

(828) 526-2121 and 1-800-5-Skyline

Gourmet foods and Loulou’s homemade desserts
Warsteiner back on tap!

& Altitudes Restau-
“Highlands Best Kept Secret”

Best  
View in 

Highlands!

Sept. 25
Balmaine Bugs 

and 
Iced Vovo
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Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

Best selection of fine, lightly used  
furniture on the mountain! 

Highlands 
Fine Consignments

Now ONLY an  
ON-LINE Store. 
Visit us at www.Highlands-

FineConsignments.com
Visit our on-line store to sell 

your fine pieces or to find 
items to decorate and fur-

nish your home.

Among other items, the Thursday, 
Sept. 19 Town Board meeting will consider 
bids for the new pool, bids for Civic Center 
upgrades and whether to hire a full-time 
Main Street Coordinator.

So far all three bids that have come in 
to build the new pool have put the project 
over budget: Augusta Aquatics, $713,850; 
Paddick Construction, $744,860; and Con-
ner Construction, $689,700

The budget for the new pool is 
$450,000 with the county footing half  of  
the bill.

“At this time we are approximately 
$360,000 over budget,” said Town Manager 
Bob Frye. “We are currently reviewing the 
bids and assessing our options and will 
report in more detail at the board meeting.

Meanwhile the FY 2013-’14 budget 
includes funds for upgrades to the Civic 
Center: the HVAC system; the replacement 
of  all exterior doors; and the upgrade of  the 
main entryway with electric sliding doors.

The amount budgeted for all three 
projects is $199,975. The lowest bids for 
all three jobs have put the upgrades over 
budget at a total of  $206,485.

Staff  is recommending that Northeast 
Georgia Heating and Air be awarded the 
$127,393 bid for the HVAC upgrade; High-
lands Construction be awarded the exterior 
door upgrade $26,392 bid; and Franklin 
Glass Service be awarded the $52,700 bid 
for the electric door upgrade.

To make up the deficit, staff  is suggest-
ing $6,814 be shifted from the fuel oil line 
item in the Parks and Recreations budget 
to cover the project particularly because the 
new heating system will be electric rather 
than fuel oil.

Thursday night the board will consider 
allocating $64,129.37 in an employment 
package (including insurance, workmen’s 
comp and a 2.5% raise after six months) for 
a Main Street Coordinator Position.

Mayor Wilkes asked that this item be 
placed on the agenda for consideration. 
There has been talk among the Main Street 

Some issues to 
be considered 
at the Sept. 19 
Town Board...
7 p.m. at the Community  

Building next to the Ballpark

•See TOWN BOARD  page 9
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• The Fredster •

Feedback is  

encouraged

highlandseditor@aol.com

A Highlands mountain 
man named Billy-Bob  
was returning home 

carrying a sizable string of  
mountain trout when he hap-
pened upon a wealthy Atlanta 
man hiking in the forest. The 
two stopped to chat.

“That’s a handsome 
string of  trout you have there, 
young man. Where did you 
catch them?” the man asked.

“I can’t tell you that, sir, 
but I would be willing to give 
you one trout so you can see 
how tasty they are,” Billy-Bob 
responded.

“Well, that’s mighty generous of  you. I 
consider myself  a good judge of  character 
and because you didn’t reveal your fishing 
spot but offered one of  your fish to a total 
stranger, I would like to offer you a job.”

Billy-Bob responded, “Thank you, sir, 
but I’m pretty happy in what I do. I fish in 
the morning, throwing back the small ones 
to be caught later. Then in the afternoon, I 
play my banjo with my friends, eat my trout, 
and make love to my wife before going to 
sleep early.”

The wealthy man held out his busi-
ness card. “Take my card. I’m the CEO of  
a national fishery conglomerate. We own 

Billy-Bob’s mountain trout
fisheries all over the world. You 
would be a great asset to my 
company and you would soon 
become rich.”

That evening Billy-Bob 
told his wife about the man he 
had met. After hearing the man’s 
offer, she showed Billy several 
unpaid doctor’s bills and a den-
tal estimate for their kid’s braces. 
“With a better job, we could pay 
off  these bills and have a better 
life,” she said.

The next morning Billy-
Bob called the man and took 
the job. Moving his family to 

Atlanta, he rose up in the company and after 
20 years of  hard work, he was the chief  CEO 
of  the fisheries.

At his retirement dinner, a junior execu-
tive called out to Billy-Bob and asked what 
he would do in retirement now that he was 
a millionaire. 

Billy-Bob rose from his chair, pulled the 
microphone to his mouth, cleared his throat 
and said, “I’m going to a place called High-
lands where I can catch trout from a secret 
place, throwing back the small ones which 
I’ll catch later. In the afternoon I’ll play my 
banjo with friends, eat my trout, and make 
love to my wife before going to sleep early.”

There is talk about giving real estate 
businesses a choice of  covering their win-
dows with paper listings or using a moni-
tor/flat screen to display listings. Real estate 
offices are exempt from the 20% rule when 
it comes to affixing “signage” on the inside 
of  windows.

String and tube lighting isn’t allowed 
except for restaurants to illuminate an out-
side dining area. However, such lighting is 
allowed throughout the business districts 
Nov. 15 to Jan. 15.

Outdoor display of  merchandise is 
only allowed on private property; and 
currently no clothing or other wearing 
apparel is allowed nor is merchandise with 
wind movable parts – however, the board 
is recommending doing away with those 
stipulations.

Political signs, which are considered 
temporary regulated signs allowed without 

... SIGNS continued from page 4
a permit, can only be displayed on private 
property, not in the public right-of-way 
and must be removed seven days after the 
election.

Off  premise signs for large venues on 
non-residential venues, which are considered 
to be permanent regulated signs requiring 
a permit, are allowed with the following 
stipulations:

Only properties used for holding venues 
within the town limits which create large 
numbers of  vehicular traffic are allowed one 
sign at the entrance of  the roadway. The signs 
must be approved on a case-by-case basis by 
the Town Board and must match the colors 
and design of  the new wayfaring program.

Once the Planning Board completes 
amendments to the Sign Ordinance, Interim 
Planning Director Josh Ward will present 
the revisions to the Town Board for con-
sideration.

– Kim Lewicki
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Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tues - Sat. at 10 a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, 

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939
Walk-Ins Welcome! 

Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5  • Sat. 10-2Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylist: Heather D. Escandon 

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Shear Elevations
Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 

Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, Up-
dos and Facial Waxing

Call for an 

appointment

 today!

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Cherokee Nation, but if  an agreement be-
tween Franklin and the Tribe is able to be 
worked out, Hicks hopes it will open doors 
for future cooperative preservation projects. 
“Macon County used to be Cherokee lands 
so you all have a lot of  our history here,” 
said Hicks. “We would like to work to start 
some sort of  historical fund or foundation 
to raise money, not just for the mound, but 
for other properties in Macon County of  
mutual interest.”

The Eastern Band has been working 
to ensure the preservation and protection 
of  the mound since 2012 when a pesticide 
was sprayed on the mound that resulted in 
patches of  dead grass. Despite the bumpy 
past regarding the mound, Hicks said he 
wanted to move forward in pursuing avenues 
that would be mutually advantageous for 
all parties involved. “Regardless what has 
happened in the past and the history of  the 
mound, that is all water under the bridge 
now,” said Hicks. “I just want to bring the 
mound home.”

Hicks told commissioners that the 
Tribe is not just seeking sole possession 
of  the mound, but would be interested in 

working out a memorandum of  agreement 
or some other understanding with the Town 
of  Franklin to ensure the mound is well 
taken care of. 

To date, the Eastern Band of  Cherokee 
Indians have not contacted the Town of  
Franklin regarding reaching an agreement. 
Commissioners continually reiterated last 
week that they are not taking a stance on who 
should have ownership of  the mound one 
way or the other, but their sole reason in be-
ing involved is to ensure that an opportunity 
exists for the Tribe and town officials to open 
a conversation about the property. 

The resolution states such purpose in 
the closing paragraph,“Resolved, that Macon 
County, by and through its County Manager 
will attempt to schedule a joint meeting of  
representatives of  the County, the Town of  
Franklin and the Eastern Band of  the Chero-
kee Nation to commence some dialogue 
regarding this important matter,” concludes 
the resolution. 

Town of  Franklin Alderman Bob Scott 
released a statement regarding the possibil-
ity of  a conversation with the tribe, “I do 
not want to see the mound deeded to the 

tribe,” said Scott. “I am, however, open 
to exploring ways that would benefit the 
town, the tribe and the protection of  the 
mound. I think there is room for all parties 
to come to the table including the public 
and develop a plan that would provide for 
the preservation and maintenance of  the 
mound. I think this is only right to do so. 
One possibility would be for the town and 
the tribe to enter into a trust agreement that 
would protect the mound from now on for 
everyone’s benefit.”

... MOUND continued from page 1

Sitting in the center of Franklin, the Nikwasi Indian Mound is an archaeological site 
that dates back to 1000 CE to the history of the Mississippian culture people, with 
dates as far back as 1730 citing a council being held at the town of the Nikwasi. 

Sitting in the center of  Franklin, the 
Nikwasi Indian Mound is an archaeological 
site that dates back to 1000 CE to the history 
of  the Mississippian culture people, with 
dates as far back as 1730 citing a council 
being held at the town of  the Nikwasi. 

The Nikwasi Indian Mound was added 
to the National Register of  Historic Places 
in 1980 and has been preserved to be near 
to its original height but only half  of  its 
original size in area. 

– Brittany Burns

during the due diligence portion,” said 
Haven, saying the cost for the project is more 
than he originally thought. “I am all for it. 
I am all for us having ballfields, but I think 
we should look around and see what other 
people charge for these services.”

The service Haven refereed to is $17,000 
to cover the cost of  contracting with Engineer 
Mike LoVoy to complete a topographical 
map and additional engineering services. “We 
need the topographical information to be 
able to do detailed design, and to determine 
our cut and fill numbers for the earth works 
that will be done with the grading, so we can 
properly bid the project out to contractors,” 
explained LoVoy last Tuesday. 

LoVoy has been the engineer on the 
Parker Meadows project since the beginning. 
County Manager Jack Horton encouraged 
commissioners to continue working 
with LoVoy because of  his expertise and 
knowledge of  the project. ““In my opinion, 
Mike has been dedicated and reliable so 
far and he probably knows more about the 
property than anyone else,” said Horton. “I 
do not think we can find a better deal than 
what he is offering us.” 

... REC COMPLEX continued from page 1
Of  the $17,000, $6,000 is earmarked 

for the grading and erosion control design 
and permitting, $3,000 is allocated for the 
storm drainage design, $3,000 identified for 
LoVoy’s service in aiding the county in the 
process for bidding and awarding contracts 
for big packages for the grading, erosion 
control and storm drainage projects, and 
$5,000 for the construction observation and 
administration of  the project  once the bids 
are awarded to contractors. 

An additional $4,000 will be designated 
to Lamar Sprinkle to survey the property, 
bringing the total investment from the 
county to $21,000. 

Commissioners explained that while 
the $21,000 will be taken from the county’s 
fund balance, the full amount will be repaid 
contingent upon the county’s approval 
for the Parks and Recreation Trust Fund 
(PARTF) Grant from the state. According 
to Commission Chair Kevin Corbin, Macon 
County has been identified as first in line 
to receive a $500,000 from the state for 
recreational opportunities. 

In the past, the project applying for 
•See REC COMPLEX  page 9
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions  
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

26 Dillard Road
Across from the Post Office

at Main & Dillard

NOw
OPEN

Get the original!
San Miguel Shoes...

exclusively at

The Spice & Tea Exchange
330 Main St., Highlands

482-1609

Come in and Smell the Spices!
We combine traditional and exotic gourmet spic-

es, cooking herbs and seasonings from around 
the globe to make our 75+ 

hand-mixed signature blends and rubs. 
Also, a wide variety of loose leaf teas!

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon! 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Monday - Saturday, 9a to 7p •Sunday, 10a to 6p
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Also, jams, jellies, cheese, Florida citrus, apples, gift baskets, hanging .
baskets, watermelons, cantaloupes, local eggs, cider, fritters and more!

a PARTF grant that has been 
identified as the number one 
project in the state, has always 
received the funding. “We are 
pretty hopeful that we are going 
to receive the full $500,000,” said 
Commissioner Ronnie Beale. “I 
think the sooner we can get this 
work done, the better off  we will 
be when we are approved for the 
PARTF grant. This work will let 
us get started right away.” 

Due to the uncertainty in 
receiving the PARTF monies, 
Commissioner Paul Higdon 
voted against the project. “It is 
nothing against Mike personally, 

I think he does great work, but I 
am opposed to spending money, 
especially before the PARTF grant 
is approved,” said Higdon.

Higdon also informed the 
board, that he would like to see the 
bidding process for the work be 
offered to local contractors.

O n  a  m o t i o n  m a d e 
Commis s ione r  Bea l e  and 
seconded by Jimmy Tate, the 
board approved moving forward 
in a 3-2 vote. Commissioners 
Haven and Higdon voted no. 

– Brittany Burns

Advisory Group and the Planning 
Liaison Group about the town 
hiring a full-time Main Street Pro-
gram Coordinator to oversee the 
town’s activities on Main Street.

Frye said the town can use 
funds in the Planning and Devel-
opment FY 2013-’14 budget that 
were supposed to cover two posi-
tions in the Planning Department.

“As we are not looking to 
fill the currently vacant position, 
these funds could be allocated to 
this position,” said Frye.

If  the board wants to move 
ahead, Frye said the position 
should be listed as Grade 18, 
Level 1 with a starting salary of   
$41,017.60 ($64,129.37 for the 
complete package) which is avail-
able in the Planning and Develop-
ment Dept. budget.

The Town Board meeting 
is Thursday, Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. in 
the Community Building by the 
ballpark.

– Kim Lewicki

... TOWN BOARD 
from page 1

Mountaintop Rotary Club and 
organizers of  the Special Operations 
Adventure Race are combining forces 
to revive a benefit golf  tournament 
to raise money for the Special Opera-
tions Warrior Foundation.

The tournament will be held Fri-
day Oct. 4 at Highlands Falls Country 
Club with a shotgun start at 9:30 a.m.  
The cost is $150 per person.

For more information call Bill 
Zoellner at (828) 787-2323 or toll free 
at 888-489-2323 or by email at bill.
zoellner@wfadvisors.com.

Golf tourney to 
benefit SOAR 
and others

... REC COMPLEX from page 8
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Some people have inner-kids. Andy 
Offutt Irwin has an outer-kid. With a manic 
Silly Putty voice, astonishing mouth noises, 
and hilarious stories, he is equal parts mis-
chievous schoolboy and the Marx Brothers, 
peppered with a touch of  the Southern bal-

Andy Offutt at the Martin Lipscomb Performing Arts Center (PAC) 
Saturday, September 28, 8pm.

ladeer. People are drawn to him like magnets 
to a refrigerator. And inside, it’s all Mountain 
Dew and Jolt Cola.

A native of  Covington, GA, Andy is a 
storyteller, humorist, singer, songwriter, musi-
cian, whistler, walking menagerie of  sound 
effects and dialects, and so much more; some 
of  his talents are hard to categorize.

In storytelling circles, he is especially 
known for relating the adventures of  his 
eighty-five-year-old-widowed-newly-minted-
physician-aunt, Dr. Marguerite Van Camp, 
a woman who avoids curmudgeonship by 
keeping her finger on the pulse of… well 
herself, but also the changing world around 
her. She steps lively through it, loving as many 
people as she can.

As a result, many people love Andy. 
Irwin was awarded the 2013 National Story-
telling Network Circle of  Excellence Award, 

and all five of  his storytelling CDs have won 
Storytelling Word Awards. He has appeared 
five times at the National Storytelling Festi-
val, and July of  2103 will mark his seventh 
year as a Teller in Residence at International 
Storytelling Center; he has been a Guest 
Artist at La Guardia High School of  Art, 
Music, and Performing Arts in New York 
(The “FAME!” School); and he has been a 
Keynote Speaker/Performer at the Library 
of  Congress-Virburnum Foundation Confer-
ence on Family Literacy.

Andy also does occasional theatrical 
projects for Oxford College of  Emory 
University where he was Artist in Residence, 
1991-2007. (He is now an Artist-in-Just-
Passing-Through).

Early in his career, Andy performed 
with the comedic troupe, SAK Theatre at 
Walt Disney World, 1984-1989. These days, 
he tours with Cathy Fink, Suzi Whaples and 
Brent Holmes as the “Southern Comedy 

Tour.” Also with the Kandinsky Trio, Bil 
Lepp and Kim Weitkamp as the “Uncalled 
for Tour.” And, of  course, he tours alone 
with his one-man show extravaganza.

He does many different educational 
programs and camps for children, too, 
where he focuses on literacy, storytelling, 
music, and taking care of  the environment 
… among other things.

Andy proudly holds a BA in Sociology 
from Georgia College &/or State University. 
They handed it to him in 1983.

“Andy’s animated performances delight 
and entertain in the best sense of  the word; 
surpassing any zany teller you’ve heard 
before…” ~ The Timpanogos Storytelling 
Festival

Andy Offutt Irwin is presented by Nell 
Lipscomb Martin and Lynda Lipscomb 
Wexler. Tickets ($25) are available online 
highlandspac.org or by calling 828.526.9047, 
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Ongoing
• A Gilliam’s Promise fundraiser. Raffle tickets 

on a 2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse Spyder convertible. 
$25 per ticket or 5 for $100. We will give the car 
away at our annual 5K race on September 21 and 
you don’t need to be present to win. The car can 
been seen at Franklin Ford most days, or at the 
Highlands Farmers Market on Saturday mornings, 
or you can call Gilliam’s Promise office at 828-526-
2220 for information on how to get your tickets.

Through Oct. 15
• Join the “Winkler Challenge” for Hudson 

Library. Horst and Margaret Winkler are offering the 
library $35,000 if it can collect a matching amount. 
Donations will be accepted July 15-October 15. 

Thurs., Sept. 19
• Taize on the Mountain. A time of music, light, 

peace and beauty at 6 p.m. in K-H Park on Pine 
Street at 6 p.m.

• Highlands Area Upcoming Events •

A  p r o j e c t 
that started nearly 
two years ago is 
coming to frui-
tion: Beginning 
Saturday after-
noon, October 12 
the Martin Lip-
scomb Perform-
ing Arts Center 
will be presenting 
the Metropolitan 
Opera Live in HD. 
All operas will be 
steamed live dur-
ing the Saturday 
afternoon MET 
matinees. (The October 5th opera will be 
shown in Highlands on October 12, as PAC 
had a concert previously scheduled.) 

The Saturday afternoon operas begin 
at 12:55pm EST and there will be a short 
discussion about each opera beginning at 
12:30pm. 

The Met: Live in HD’s 2013-14 Season 
Features 

10 Live Transmissions, Including 4 
New Productions 

The Metropolitan Opera’s award-
winning series offers a significant portion 
of  the Met season to opera lovers around 
the world. “We have chosen a wide sampling 
of  the best of  our new season for the opera 
lovers around the world to enjoy locally,” 
said Met General Manager Peter Gelb. “Our 
commitment to making opera accessible and 
affordable continues.” 

The MET Opera Live in HD at PAC
T he  Met : 

Live in HD is 
now shown in 
more than 1,900 
theaters in 64 
countries, mak-
ing the Met the 
only arts insti-
tution with an 
ongoing global 
a r t  s e r i e s  o f  
this scale. The 
Met began on a 
modest scale in 
2006. Since then, 
its program has 
grown every sea-

son, with more than 12 million tickets sold 
to date. 

Met opera stars serve as hosts for 
the HD series, conducting live interviews 
with cast, crew, and production teams, and 
introducing the popular behind-the-scenes 
features; altogether the worldwide HD audi-
ence is given an unprecedented look at what 
goes into the staging of  an opera at one of  
the world’s great houses.

The Met: Live in HD series is made pos-
sible by a generous grant from its founding 
sponsor, The Neubauer Family Foundation. 
Global corporate sponsorship of  The Met: 
Live in HD is provided by Bloomberg. HD 
Broadcasts are supported by Toll Brothers. 

Tickets are available online at www.
highlandspac.org or by calling 828.526.9047 
Highlands PAC: 507 Chestnut Street, High-
lands NC

The six characters struggling to grab the gun are the “friends” in the Highlands Ca-
shiers Players’ production of the comedy thriller “Murder Among Friends,” scheduled 
for October 17 - 24 at the Performing Arts Center in Highlands.From left: The actors 
are Bonnie Cushman Earman, Lance Trudel,Kevin Murphey,Ken Knight, Stuart Armor 
and Megan McLean in the center struggling to hold onto her gun. The Box Office will 
open Thursday and Friday, October 10 and 11 for Season Subscribers and Saturday, 
October 12 for the general public. Check the HCP website for more information: 
highlandscashiersplayers.org

HCP’s ‘Murder Among Friends” in  rehears-

• Franklin Community Blood Drive at the First 
Baptist Church of Franklin from 12:30-5p. Please 
contact Joe Sustarsic at (828) 369-9559 for further 
information or to schedule your appointment.

Friday, Sept. 20
• Themed Dinner and Cooking Demonstration. 

Fundraiser for the Laurel Garden Club. “Mad Men 
Cocktail Party.” $60 per person. 50 guests max. 
Purchase tickets on line at www.LaurelGardenClub-
Highlands.com

Saturday, Sept. 21
• Got bears? Come to the B.E.A.R. Task Force 

program Saturday at the Highlands Nature Center 
amphitheater at 4 p.m. Bear experts will provide 
helpful information on managing attractants along with 
demonstrations of an array of effective deterrents, 
including whistles, air horns, umbrellas and electric 
fencing. Also learn about recommended behavior to 
discourage bears. The program is free to the public. 

Children are encouraged. The Nature Center is on 
East Main St. (Horse Cove Rd.). In case of rain it will 
move to the Highlands Civic Center. For more info 
call (828) 526-9227.

• Gilliam’s Promise annual 5K race at the High-
lands Recreation Park. Registration begins at 8a, the 
race starts at 9a, and it is once again followed by our 
famous post race brunch. Runners and walkers are 
all welcome and can register at active.com, or call 
Gilliam’s Promise office at 526-2220 for more info.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 4-mile 
moderate hike from Jones Gap to Jones Knob on the 
Bartram Trail, then hike south to a rock face overlook. 
Meet in Franklin at the Bi-Lo parking lot at 10:30 a.m. 
Drive 28 miles round trip. Call leader Joyce Jacques, 
1-410-852-7510, for reservations. Visitors welcome, 
but no pets please.

• Easter Star Annual BBQ from 11a to 2p on 
the lawn of the Highlands United Methodist Church. 
Proceeds will go to the Higlands Rotary Scholarship 
Fund in memory of Walter  and Albert Wilson. Plates 
are $8.• Fundraiser for the Laurel Garden Club. 
Kitchen Tour. 9a-1:30p. Includes tour of six homes 
and chef demonstrations. $60 per person. Tickets 
are limited. Purchase tickets on line at www.Laurel-

GardenClubHighlands.com
• The Highlands Plateau Greenway will have 

its monthly work trip Anyone interested in participat-
ing, please register with Ran Shaffner by emailing 
highlandsgreenway@nctv.com or leaving a mes-
sage at 828-526-5622. We’ll meet at the large upper 
parking lot (near the pool entrance) behind the Rec 
Park at 9 AM for a brief orientation session for work 
on the 3rd Mill Creek Trail bridge. Participants will 
be furnished the necessary tools and safety equip-
ment. Participants should bring water, rain gear, and 
a day pack to hold them. Wearing clothes that can 
get dirty is advised. Lunch will be provided courtesy 
of funding from the Cullasaja Women’s Outreach.

Sun., Sept. 22 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 4.2 mile 

moderate hike on the Appalachian Trail from Wayah 
Bald tower, over Wine Spring Bald, and downhill to 
Wayah Crest picnic area with a 1200 ft. elevation 
change and a car shuttle. Meet at Westgate Plaza 
in Franklin at 2 p.m. Drive 35 miles round trip. Call 
leader Mary Stone, 369-7352, for reservations.

Thurs., Sept. 26
• The Highlands Male Chorus directed by Joe 

•See EVENTS page 14
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Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors 
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated 

Glass • Custom Mirrors • Table-
tops, Sun Rooms • Replacement of 

Fogged Insulated Units
(828) 349-0088

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC 28734www.glassshoppe.

Summer 
The 

PORCH & PATIO FEATURING

Open Mon.-Sat. 9a - 5p
2089 Dillard Road • 828-526-5577

www.summerhousehighlands.com
Email: summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net

(2 miles from Main Street)

Fall Home Improvement 

Now your one-stop flooring outlet: ceram-
ic,  

carpet, area rugs, resilient & luxury tile,  
hardwoods, engineered, laminate &  vinyl, 

791 Ulco Drive • Franklin, NC
Office: (828) 369-9781 • Fax: (828) 524-6888

Even better than before!

(StatePoint) While some 
home repairs can be done with-
out much forethought, other 
upgrades deserve more atten-
tion -- such as replacing your 
roof. Your roof  not only makes 
a big visual impact, but because 
it is constantly exposed to the 
elements it’s essential that it’s 
built to last.

Extreme weather events 
have increased in frequency and 
severity in the past decade, and 
a home’s roof  is one of  the first 
places water amd wind attack. A 
bit of  research can help ensure 
you’re investing in a roof  that 
will serve you well.

“Quality is crucial to last-
ing curb appeal and structural 
integrity,” says Mark Clement, a 
professional contractor and host 
of  the MyFixitUpLife home im-
provement radio show. “Spend 
time reviewing your options.”

How do you know it’s time 
for a new roof? Using a ladder, 
or observing your roof  with bin-
oculars from across the street, 
look for problem areas, such as 
missing or broken shingles, or 
tiles that are “flapping” in the 
wind. These are indications it’s 
time for a new roof.

When replacing your roof, 
here are some things to con-
sider:

• Durability: You may be 
cost-conscious, but repairs, in-
spection and maintenance can 
be costly. In the long run, skip-
ping over the bargain-basement 
priced roofs and opting for a 
virtually maintenance-free roof  

Upgrading Your Roof 
Can Save You Money Down the Line

can save you time and money. 
“For my own home, I 

wanted to feel confident my 
roof  would withstand extreme 
weather, so I went with the Da-
Vinci Roofscapes Multi-Width 
Slate tiles, which are impact-
resistant and fire-resistant and 
backed by a 50-year limited 
warranty,” says Clement. 

• Style: More than seven 
in ten homeowners believe the 
outward appearance of  their 
home reflects their personality, 
according to the 2011 Hom-
eowners Exterior Preferences 
Study conducted by Harris In-
teractive.  Look for a roof  that 
speaks highly of  you.

Natural slate and shake 
roofing materials evoke images 
of  traditional charm and long-

standing durability. However 
they have an inherent tendency 
to flake, chip, or splinter over 
time. New polymer alternatives, 
such as the Bellaforté line of  
slate and shake polymer roofing 
tiles, have the appearance and 
beauty of  natural slate or shake 
shingle roofing materials, but are 
highly-engineered to last longer.

Use multiple profiles to 
create a staggered appearance 
that simulates a natural rough-
hewn wood shake roof.

• Environment: To go eco-
friendly, opt for a roof  made of  
recyclable materials and which 
has the approval of  the Cool 
Roof  Rating Council. Cool 
roofs can save energy, improve 
homeowner comfort and help 
reduce urban heat island effect 

and smog.
• Color : Enhancing a 

home’s exterior with a burst of  
color is currently a hot trend. 
Homeowners and contractors 
now can consult with online 
tools to find colors that match 
the rest of  their homes’ exteri-
ors. For example, the DaVinci 
Color Studio has a free online 
tool that allows you to create 
your own custom color blend 
of  roofing using any of  49 
standard colors.   Visit www.
DaVinciRoofscapes.com/color-
studio.php to get started

A roof  is a long-term 
investment, particularly if  you 
choose wisely. Do a careful 
review of  your options before 
writing a check.
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Joe Morgan Custom Cabine-

3D computer design
“Best reputation in the area”

www.jmcustomcabinetry.com
 1617 Old Murphy Rd. Franklin, NC

828-369-9902

• Since 1984 •

Highlands Cutting Edge • 2330 Cashiers Road
828-526-4925 • Sales & Service

www.husqvarna.com
Copyright  2013 Husqvarna AB (publ). .

All rights reserved

2248 Dillard Road • 526-9948
HOURS: Tues-Sat 10a to 4p

(But can meet clients by appt. anytime!)

Fall Home Improvement 

“We supply what catches the eye.”

Otto Depot
•Architectural
•Industrial
•Lighting  
•Decor

ottodepot.com
441s/GA Rd.

Otto, NC
 524-0495

Culpepper’s

Wholesale Salvage Co.

STONE • TILE • WOOD

(StatePoint) During fall, 
many homeowners focus 
on small upgrades and im-
provements. The turning 
season is the perfect time 
to find and correct potential 
compromises in your home 
before they become larger, 
and more costly, renovation 
issues.

“Whether it is routine 
home exterior checks or 
appliances purchases, there 
are many ways homeowners 
can conduct basic, inexpen-
sive home maintenance,” 
said Harold “Bud” Dietrich, 
member of  the American 
Institute of  Architects Cus-
tom Residential Architecture 
Network.
DIY Home Inspection

Many people don’t 
know that they should per-
form twice-a-year home 
inspections. The prime time 
for these inspections is in 
the spring and fall.  Take the 
time to give your house a 
thorough review.

Start by walking the 
perimeter of  your property 
to see if  there is any rotting 
wood, mold, loose gutters or 
shingles.  Then check for any 
cracks that have settled or 
work that could be done to 
siding, roofing or windows.

Inspect the bathroom 

Smart Home  
Improvements  Can 

Save You Money
and kitchen for loose or miss-
ing tiles and leaks in sinks and 
faucets. Ensure that appliances 
are working at maximum ca-
pacity.

Although these may not 
seem like major issues, it is 
much easier to tackle them 
during milder seasons so po-
tential problems aren’t made 
worse by extreme weather.
Exterior Updates

Many people underesti-
mate the seriousness of  dirt 
and mulch covering the siding 
of  a home.   Most building 
codes actually require at least 
six inches of  the foundation 
to be exposed.

Beyond breaking these 
codes, dirt and mulch build-
up pulls moisture from the 
ground and causes it to de-
velop in the walls. Eventually 
mold will start to grow, which 
can lead to a variety of  indoor 
air quality and structural prob-
lems.  Raking around the foun-
dation of  your home regularly 
can help combat this problem.

Another area to consider 
for easy updates is exterior 
paint. Peeling paint isn’t only 
unattractive; it also exposes 
the siding of  your home to the 
elements. Regular maintenance 
of  areas that need re-painting 
can save major headaches 
down the line.

Updating Appliances
Buying new appliances 

can be an investment, and, 
as such, paying a higher price 
upfront can actually save you 
money in the long run.   The 
right appliances can last for 
20 years or more, while more 
inexpensive models often 
break down after a few years. 
Newer models are also often 
more energy efficient. If  cost 
or budget is an issue, store dis-
play models are often offered 
at extremely discounted prices.

Also make an investment 
in flooring and countertops. 
Buying laminate countertops 

will initially be cheaper than 
granite countertops, but in ten 
years the granite countertops 
will still look brand new, while 
the laminate will be worn out 
and need to be replaced.

An architect can help 
homeowners apply many of  
these cost-saving home im-
provements in smart and 
strategic ways. To find one in 
your area, visit: http://archi-
tectfinder.aia.org.

Don’t wait. Fall is the 
ideal time to make small im-
provements that will save you 
money and time later on.
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Like new 3br/ 3.5ba mountain home with a great view of Whiteside Mountain!

Call Johnny White
828-526-4101

2334 Cashiers Road, Highlands, NC

Being offered furnished (w/a few exceptions) 
home has been immaculately maintained and  
quality features throughout. Easy access, pri-

vate setting,
Viking oven and refrigerator, heated bathroom 

floor, jetted tub, full service generator, skylights, 
stacked stone fireplace, attractive landscaping and a 
great deck. Located in Highlands Falls Country Club, 
membership available but not required. Must see to 
appreciate! $987,000

www.MeadowMtnRealty.com

• Highlands Area Upcoming Events •
Powell will perform at 7 p.m. College glee club to 
Broadway to great spirituals.Tickets are only $15 and 
can be obtained by calling the PAC (828) 526-9047, 
or you can purchase tickets at the door.

• Healthy Living Expro at the Highlands Civic 
Center from 10a to 2p.

Sat., Sept. 28
• A Combination Yard/Bake Sale with luncheon 

plates at the Cashiers Methodist Church on NC 107 
in Cashiers from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The church is seek-
ing donations of gently used household itmes and 
baked goods. Donated items can be dropped off at 
the church, or large items will be picked up at donors’ 
homes. Please call Sue Jones at 828-226-4352 to 
arrange for pick-up.

• Scaly Mountain Womens Club Pancake Break-
fast at Old Scaly School House corner of 106 and 
Buck Knob road, Scaly. 7:30 to 10:30. Price is $5.50.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 3-mile 
easy-to-moderate hike to Yellow Branch Falls in South 
Carolina off hwy 28. Meet at Cashier Rec Center park-
ing lot at 10 am. Drive 50 miles round trip. Call leaders 
Mike and Susan Kettles, 743-1079 for reservations. 

• At PAC, Andy Offutt Irwin at 8 p.m. Tickets 
($25) are available online highlandspac.org or by 
calling 828.526.9047 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands 

Sun., Sept. 29 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a four-mile 

moderate-to-strenuous hike from Rock Gap to Wind-
ing Stair Gap on the Appalachian Trail with elevation 
change of 700 feet and car shuttle. Meet at Westgate 
Plaza in Franklin at 2 pm. Drive 28 miles round trip. 
Call leader Mary Stone, 369-7352, for reservations. 
Visitors welcome but no pets please.

Monday, Sept. 30
• The Highlands Plateau Audubon Society’s final 

program for 2013 will be presented by Ed and Cindy 
Boos on Monday, September 30 at the Hudson Library 
in Highlands. with a social at 7 pm, followed by the 
presentation at 7:30 pm. The Booses are local Audu-
bon Chapter members who reside in Scaly Mountain 
during the summer and spend their winters in Florida. 
Their presentation will center on “Avian Courtship 
and Breeding Behavior: Photographic Observations.

Wed., Oct. 2
• The 2nd Annual HUMC Youth Pumpkin Patch 

begins. The youth will be selling pumpkins all month. 
All money raised goes to youth ministeries.

Thurs., Oct 3
• Join your friends for an exciting night of 

Bingo to support the Highlands Historical Society 
(HHS). This event will be on Thursdayat 6:30 P.M. 
at the Highlands Community Building located at 
the corner of Poplar Street and Highway 64-next 
door to the ball park.Bingo games cost $1 per card 
per game. The night consists of 15 games of Bingo 
with the last game being a surprise cash prize. 
Each month half of all money paid to play Bingo 
goes to the non-profit partner and the other half 
goes to lucky winners. Players enjoy one hundred 
per cent of the fun to play generated by the game. 
Supporters of the Historical Society can go the 
“extra mile” to show their support through being a 
table sponsor. Sponsors buy a full page table ad 
for $50.00. All of the money paid for sponsorships/
ads goes to the Historical Society to support the 
preservation of the Historic Village and underwrite 
the outreach programs which share Highlands’s 
history throughout our community. Checks for 
table ads should be made out to the Rotary Club of 
Highlands. They can be mailed to HHS at P. O. Box 
670, Highlands 28741. Call HHS at (828)787-1050. 

Fri. & Sat., Oct. 4-5 
• At The Bascom, Celebration! Art, Design, 

Craft. Call 526-4949.
Fri., Oct 4
• SOAR and MountainTop Rotary Golf Tourna-

ment at Highlands Falls Country Club.Those inter-
ested in playing or who would like more information 
should contact Bill Zoellner at (828) 787-2323 or call 
toll free at 888-489-2323, or forms may be mailed to 
P.O. Box 2584, Highlands, NC 28741. Tournament 
registration forms are available on the club website 
at mountaintoprotary.net

Sat., Oct. 5
• A pumpkin festival at Highlands United 

•See EVENTS  page 17
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A 52-acre community just 2.5 miles from Main 
Street. Secluded but not remote; peaceful, quiet and 
private. Mature hardwoods, giant rhodies, mountain 
laurel and a plethora of wild flowers. Two waterfalls 
and several creeks add charm and interest. 

It is our goal that Falling Waters be aesthetically 
pleasing and well maintained, while preserving the 
backdrop of its natural beauty. Falling Waters is 
governed by the NC Planned Community Act, and 
excellent framework for basic structure governing 
practices and declarations. We have added our own 
well thought out covenants to protect the environment 
and help insure that the Falling Waters community is a 
sanctuary where peace, safety and happiness abound. 

Perhaps most important is our desire to create 
and live in a caring community with a culture of good 
will, harmony and consideration. We believe the best 
rule is “Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you.”

Falling Waters

Welcome...Come Visit!
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard 

Road) 1.8 miles just past the Glen Falls sign, turn 
right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths of a mile turn 
left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 

www.highlandsnchomesites.com 
Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  

prices & a guided tour. 
828-508-9952.

Lot prices start at $129,000. Owner financing avail-

• Investing at 4,118 ft. •

Delivered to your local home or business.
Call or Txt 828-284-2401. Ask for Dave!

At Highlands Farmers Market every Saturday  
from 9a-1p at K-H Park on Pine Street.

Come early for best selection.

Beautiful, large ORCHIDS!

9a tp 1p
K-H Park on Pine Street

Jody Lovell
828-526-4104

exurbiasothebysrealty.

A friend and client recently introduced me to 
the acronym: QTR which stands for “Qual 
ity Time Remaining.” He said that he 

and his wife are very conscious of  how they 
intend to spend their QTR. With the tsunami of  
baby boomers retiring every single day, where we 
live and spend our QTR affects so many aspects 
of  our lives: the friends we have, the activities 
that we enjoy, the joys or hassles of  everyday 
living and even our health. As many of  us have 
chosen the Highlands/Cashiers Plateau to spend 
our QTR, what factors guided us here? Here are 
the reasons that my husband, Wood, and I chose 
to leave Atlanta and move to Highlands thirteen years ago:

1. Weather. The cool summers and moderate winters 
allow us to enjoy the outdoors twelve months a year;

2. Natural Beauty. The lush landscape and dramatic 
views continue to marvel us on a daily basis;

3. Social Network. The diverse and interesting back-
grounds of  the people attracted to this tiny area are truly 
amazing;

4. Cultural Amenities. For an area so sparsely populated 
on a year-round basis, the lively and vibrant opportunities 
for cultural enjoyment are overwhelming;

5. Family and Friends. Moving from Atlanta, the quick 
two-hour commute allows us to stay connected with our 
children, grandchildren and old friends while providing the 
opportunity to meet new friends from all over the world; 

6. Medical facilities. The Highlands Cashiers Hospital 
is such a huge asset to this community. Having had an 
emergency operation in 2007, I can personally attest to the 
high quality of  health care which only improves every year;

7. Safety and crime. When the most common incident 
in the police reports is “barking dog reported,” you know 
that you are living on the safest spot on the planet;

8. Air and water quality. Water is the new “gold” with 
many parts of  the country and the world currently in drought 
conditions. The pristine mountain water that fills our wells 
should never be taken for granted. The EPA evaluates areas 
by the Air Quality Index (AQI). This index is on a scale of  
0 to 500 with 0 being the very best. This area is rated 39 

QTR: Quality Time Remaining
which is in the very top range of  good air quality;

9. Traffic. Driving behind a slow driver in 
the season may be annoying, but getting “stuck” 
in traffic and wasting hours of  your life is an 
anomaly on the Plateau;

10. Art and Angela Williams. It may seem 
out of  place to put people as the reason to move 
to a town, but the huge investment that Art and 
Angela Williams have committed to Highlands 
supports the economy and vibrancy of  this 
bucolic paradise. The five-star restaurants, the 
fabulous independent shops and the art scene 
would not be sustainable without the marketing 

of  Highlands that is promoted by The Old Edwards Inn. 
It is what YOU make of  a location that makes IT work 

for you. May we all grow old together while enjoying our 
QTR in one of  the most special places on earth. 

• Jody and Wood Lovell own Exurbia Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty, local leaders in the real estate market for 
thirteen years, with two locations: one in The Old Edwards 
Inn complex in downtown Highlands and one at the gate 
of  Cullasaja Club of  Highlands. Jody was again the Number 
One Agent on the entire Highlands-Cashiers MLS in 2012 
and continues to be in 2013 in the sale of  homes. Call them 
at (828) 526-4104 for all of  your real estate needs.

Church Street Hair for 

Open:  
Mon.-Sat. 9:30a to 5p

210 S. 3rd Street
(Across the street from Reeves and  

behind the Methodist Church)

828-482-9374

Traditional Razor cuts by Cirino
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Highlands Assembly of God
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship – 11 

Highlands Central Baptist Church
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
Highlands United Methodist Church

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 8:30, 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth Group 5:30 

p.
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 – 

Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities).
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
Holy Family Lutheran Church – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.; 
Worship/Communion – 10:30 

Healing Service on the 5th Sunday of the month.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

In Horsecove
Sunday 7-8 p.m. Hymn-sing
Call Kay Ward at 743-5009

Macedonia Baptist Church
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 

Choir – 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.

Mountain Synagogue
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin

828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
Mountain Bible Church

743-2583.
Independent Bible Church.

Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big Ridge 
Road (4.5 miles from NC 107).

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC CHURCH

 Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 11 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.; Sat., 4p

Scaly Mountain Baptist Church
Rev. Dwight Loggins

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

Scaly Mountain Church of God
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6 p.m.
Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.

Shortoff Baptist Church
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777 .
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. .

Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. .
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. .

Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m
Whiteside Presbyterian Church

Rev. Sam Forrester
Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

 Blue Valley Baptist Church
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11 

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

Buck Creek Baptist Church
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 .

Grace Community Church of Cashiers
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm
Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm
Chapel of Sky Valley

Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999.

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship.
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month.

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion 
Christ ANGLICAN Church

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011.
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers.

Sun.: Holy Communion - 8:30 a.m.; Chirstian Education, 9:30 a.m.   
Family Worship with music and Communion, 10:30 a.m..

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m..
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church.

Christ Church of the Valley, Cashiers
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Sun.10:30am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tue. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street
Sunday Service: 11 a.m.

Testimony Meeting: 5 p.m. on the 3rd Wed.
Clear Creek Baptist Church

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 

Wednesdays -- 7 p.m. 
Community Bible Church

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins 
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children’s Program,. 
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University
Episcopal Church of the Incarnation

Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968
Sundays: Holy Eucharist Rite I (chapel), 8 am, Education and choir 

rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary), 10:30 am
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am

First Baptist Church
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting – 6:15 p.m., Choir 

– 5 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor •  526-3175

Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun. 8:30a communion service June-Labor 
Day; School – 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays – Choir – 7 

Goldmine Baptist Church
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

• Places to Worship •John 3:16 Proverbs 3:5• Spiritually Speak-

•See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING  page 

I’m regularly amazed by the reactions of  some folks when I 
write about Christian faith and the simple, elegant Truth  
thereof. I’m amazed because of  something that is easily 

discerned in the rather vituperative reactions, namely: an 
inability or an unwillingness to think or to honestly engage 
the issue at hand.

During a roundtable discussion of  recent vintage, 
among a bevy of  highly educated men and women of  faith, 
the subject turned to “teaching young people to think.” 
It was generally agreed that the average student in 21st 
century America will graduate from both high school and 
college, if  they pursue their education that far, without a 
well-informed, well-tuned ability to think critically or with 
an unwillingness or laziness to investigate just about any 
topic or assertion before drawing a conclusion. Students 
and society at-large are more often than not told what to 
think by the pundits or media or intelligentsia of  the day. 
We tend to resist true “thinking” as a nation. 

Evidence bears this out. How else could we, as a na-
tion, generally speaking, eschew the age-old wisdom of  
God, such as has been consistently proven to be beneficial 
for individuals, communities, and societies over the course 
of  better than 4,000 years? Throughout recorded human 
history, God’s grace, principally because of  his authorship 
of  creation, has been enjoyed most often by those who have 
critically thought about what is best in any given situation, 
and decided that obedience to the Father’s will is the best 
course of  action. As the 1960’s TV series put it, “Father 
Knows Best.”

As a nation, we continually push God and faith to 
the margins, installing the religion of  “self ” as the reign-
ing theology. If  we were to honestly think about the last 
national election and critically review platforms, platitudes 
and results, we would have to draw the conclusion that we, 
at least more than 50% percent of  us, voted against our 
own self-interest and that of  our society. 

Viewing American society through the prism of  the 
Ten Commandments brings this into specific relief. Com-
mandment #1 (regard no other gods above Him), we 
consciously promote so many gods as to make our heads 
spin. The regnant theory of  “relativity of  truth” has issued 
forth in a pantheon of  demi-gods. Commandment #2 (have 
no images or likenesses of  gods to worship), we honor and 
deify politicians and celebrities with regularity. We worship 
by spending 100’s of  billions upon ourselves and sporting 
events while much of  the world goes to bed hungry. Com-
mandment #3 (don’t take the name of  the Lord in vain), 
with impunity we slander the name, reputation and truth 
of  God. Do you remember the Crucifix in a jar of  urine, 

God, The 10 
Suggestions & 
the U. S. of A.

Father Jim Murphy 
Christ Anglican Church

Cashiers
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Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 28 years on high  
quality merchandise and service that is second to none.

Main St, Oak Square, Highlands  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 • Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug  
Gallery

(828) 526-5759
www.shirazruggalleries.com

• Expert  
Hand-Cleaning 

• Restoration & Ap-
praisals

• We purchase 
old rugs

September 
SALE now in 

progress!

706-746-5302

Advertising in  
Highlands Newspaper and online at www.highlandsinfo.com 

WORKS! 
For information, call 828-526-3228 or email: highlandse-

ditor@aol.com

Florida Showrooms: Naples, Orlando, Sarasota & Tampa

Methodist Church. There will be face painting, 
pumpkin carving, a bake sale, hot apple cider, 
food and a 50% coupon for anything “pumpkin” at 
Kilwin’s with the purchase of a pumpkin. All money 
raised goes to youth ministeries. 

• Macon County Public Health will sponsor 
Rabies Vaccination Clinics throughout the Franklin 
and Highlands area on Saturday. Area veterinar-
ians will vaccinate dogs, cats, and ferrets over 4 
months of age, as required by NC state law. The 
cost is $5 (cash only) per pet and all pets should 
be kept in vehicles, on leashes, or in carriers. Call 
349-2081. for a recorded schedule of specific 
locations and times.

• Pour le Pink 5K Walk/Run for Breast Health 

Got bears? Come to the B.E.A.R. Task 
Force program Sat. Sept. 21 at the 
Highlands Nature Center amphithe-
ater at 4 p.m. Bear experts will provide 
helpful information on managing at-
tractants along with demonstrations 
of  an array of  effective deterrents, in-
cluding whistles, air horns, umbrellas 
and electric fencing. Also learn about 
recommended behavior to discour-
age bears. The program is free to the 
public. Children are encouraged. The 
Nature Center is on East Main St. 
(Horse Cove Rd.). In case of  rain it 
will move to the Highlands Civic Cen-
ter. For more info call (828) 526-9227.

How to manage 
your bears ...  
Sat., Sept. 21  

at the  
Nature Center

• Highlands Area Upcoming Events •
and Women’s Services – organized by the Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital Foundation, a 5K beginning and 
ending on the campus of the hospital. Funds raised 
will go toward maintaining HCH’s state-of-the-art equip-
ment as well as breast health and women’s services. 
The event begins at 9am and is open to male/female 
walkers and runners, all ages. Pre-registration is $20, 
if received by September 23rd, and $30 thereafter. 
Registration includes an event t-shirt. To register, be-
come a sponsor, or for additional race details, please 
visit www.highlandscashiershospital.org or call Callie 
Calloway at 828-526-1313. The race is being organized 
with assistance by the Highlands Roadrunners Club. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 7.9 mile 
strenuous Challenge Hike for experienced hikers only 
from Tellico to Wesser Gap with elevation change of 
3350 and 1200 feet. Group splits with half starting at 
each end and exchanging car keys mid-hike to eliminate 
shuttles. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin at 8:30 am. 
Drive 80 miles round trip. Call leaders Bill and Sharon 
Van Horn, 369-1983, for reservations. Rain date: Oct 19 

Sun. Oct. 6 
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a one-mile 

easy level hike around Black Rock Mt. Lake near 
Clayton, GA, then drive to the top of Black Rock Mtn. 
to see the view and visit the small nature museum at 
the Ranger station. $3.00 parking fee per car. Meet 
at the Smoky Mtn. Visitor Center near Otto at 2 p.m. 
Drive 8 miles round trip in car pool. Call leader Kay 
Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations. Visitors welcome, 
no pets please.

Sat., Oct. 12
• Highlands Arts & Crafts Show, 9a to 5p at the 

Highlands Civic Center Rec Park. Fressers Eatery 
is selling breakfast and lunch. Free admission and 
parking.

Sun., Oct. 13
• The Cashiers Methodist Church’s group Love 

Out Loud will serve free dinners from 4-6pm at the 
VFW Post on NC 107 in Glenville, NC.

The Recreation Department after 
school program is offered for children 
from the age 5 thru 12 years old. A bus is 
available to bring them from school each 
day. The program runs each school day 
from 3 to 5:30. If  school is dismissed early 
due to weather conditions there will be no 
after school that day. Each child must have 
a completed registration from before they 
come to camp the first day. 

Rec Park  
After-School  
program for  

ages 5-12; M-F

Photo by Matthew Smith
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• Business/Organization News •

Amidst a spirited Q and A session, Noon Rotary heard a 
presentation on the Fair Tax by Billy Bruce of  Houston, 
Texas.  The Fair Tax is a plan to simplify the federal tax 
code by eliminating all income and wealth-based taxes and 
replace them with a flat tax based only on spending.  Seen as 
revenue-neutral, the chief  value as claimed by its proponents 
would be to end the complexity of  the current tax rules.

On Thursday, September 12, the Rotary Club of  Highlands 
partnered with the Interact Club at Highlands School to spon-
sor Rotary Bingo.  All proceeds went to support the service 
projects of  the Interact Club. Kelly Davenport (center) won 
the final Super Bingo game and is pictured with Rotarian 
Cynthia Dendy and Rotary President Rick Reid. 

Kipp–duPont has been training birds of  prey for more 
than 40 years and received his master class falconry license 
in 1981. You only have to hear his presentation to realize 
his passion. He helped re-establish peregrine falcons on 
Whiteside Mountain in the 1980s. Mountain Garden Club 
and Laurel Garden Club, which are dedicated to aiding the 
protection and conservation of  natural resources, were fortu-
nate to hear Kipp-duPont’s Birds of  Prey presentation during 
a joint meeting at Community Bible Church. Kipp-duPont 
is an environmental educator and works with The QUEST 
FOUNDATION (www.questfoundation.org). Kipp-DuPont 
is also Director of  the WNC Environmental Appreciation 
and Awareness Project, which promotes environmental 
education, preservation and conservation. For more infor-
mation please write info@questfoundation.org OR pete@
questfoundation.org.

Rotary bingo benefits  
the Interact Club

Rotary Club hears  
‘fair tax’ proposal

From left: Mountain Garden Club President Caroline Cook 
and Laurel Garden Club President Nancy Nichols, with 
Peter Kipp-duPont and his falcons. Photos by Bill Rethorst.

Peter Kipp-duPont and his 
falcons captivated garden club 

members August 5

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper 
and on Highlandsinfo.com WORKS!

For advertising  
information, call  

828-526-3228 or email  
highlandseditor@aol.com.

Lots of options!
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Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log 
entries from Aug.31

Aug. 31
• At 9:56 a.m., the dept. responded to an 

alarm at a residence on Mirror Lake Road. It 
was caused by burning food.

• At 4:46 a.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to assist EMS at a residence on Satulah 
Ridge Road. EMS transported to the hospital.

• At 7:21 p.m., the dept. was called to H-C 
Hospital to set up for a MAMA helicopter arrival.

Sept. 1
• At 8:33 a.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to assist EMS with a medical call on Main 
Street. There was no transport.

• At 7 p.m., the dept. was first-responders 
to assist EMS with a medical call at a residence 
on Harbison Orchard Road where a 77 year 
old woman had fallen. There was no transport.

Sept. 2
• At 4:28 a.m., the dept. responded to an 

alarm at a residence on Old Walhalla Road. 
It was false.

• At 7:08 a.m., the dept. responded to an 
alarm at a residence on Old Walhalla Road. 
It was false.

• At 2:40 p.m., the dept. was called to H-C 
Hospital for a MAMA helicopter arrival.

• At 7:59 p.m., the dept. was called to H-C 
Hospital to set up for a MAMA helicopter arrival.

Sept. 3
• At 7:22 a.m., the dept. provided mutual 

aid to Satolah Fire Dept. for a structure fire, but 
the call was cancelled en route.

• At 10:53 a.m., the dept. responded to a 
vehicle rollover on Skylake Drive. There was 
no transport to the hospital.

• At 5:17 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to assist EMS with a medical call at 
a residence on Chowan Drive where a 70-year-
old woman had fallen and hit her head. EMS 
transported to the hospital. 

• Fire & Rescue Report •

underwritten by you, the American taxpayer? Where is the thinking behind that?
Need I go on? #4 (keep holy the Sabbath) lost its panache a long time ago. #5 (honor 

mom and dad), the responsibilities and prerogatives of  parents are consistently usurped by 
the state. #6 (no murder), we kill the most vulnerable among us and call it choice. #7 (no 
adultery), we legislate sexual immorality in service to the god of  self  and to the detriment 
of  all (when you critically think about it!). #8 (don’t steal), we have unwittingly become 
modern day Robin Hoods as we steal from the haves and give to the have nots, thereby 
stealing the dignity of  the least among us and leading them into bondage in countless 
instances. #9 (no lying or deceptive practices), we enshrine the practice of  deception and 
venerate someone who once famously lied, “I did not have sex with that woman.” #10 
(no coveting), we build much of  our lives upon our wants and our desires with little or not 
concern (thinking) about what is really in the best interest of  all.

If  we will take the time to honestly think about the rudiments, the genesis of  each of  
our societal quagmires, you can soon come to understand that not teaching our young people 
to think (and not thinking much ourselves), that not equipping them with the critical tools 
to make well-informed decisions, has led to the overall deterioration of  our great country. 
If  we continue our unthinking ways, relegating the Wisdom of  God to the dustbin of  his-
tory, then we’ll have only ourselves to blame for the lack of  the enjoyment of  God’s grace. 

Sept. 6
• At 6:09 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to assist EMS with a medical call at 
a residence on Harris Drive. EMS transported 
to the hospital.

• At 9:15 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to assist EMS with a medical call at a resi-
dence on Apple Lake Lane. 

Sept. 7
• At 8:30 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

vehicle accident where a small truck went over 
the embankment. No one was around. Provided 
traffic control.

• At 6:08 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to assist EMS with a medical call at a 
residence on Clear Creek Road. CPR was ad-
ministered and EMS transported to the hospital.

• At 9:03 p.m., the dept. provided mutual aid 
to Glenville-Cashiers Rescue to carry a subject 
from the Chattooga River Trail to the road.

Sept. 10
• At 3:33 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

water flow alarm at a residence on Falls Drive 
West. A worker had failed to reset the system. 
There was no damage

Sept. 11
• At 6:24 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to assist EMS with a medical call at a 
residence on Cullasaja Drive. EMS transported 
to the hospital.

• At 7:05 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to assist EMS with a medical call at a resi-
dence on Clear Creek Road. EMS transported 
to the hospital.

• At 9:18 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
vehicle accident on NC 28 South. There were 
no injuries. 

Sept. 12
• At 6:16 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to assist EMS with a medical call at a resi-
dence on Mountain Ashe Lane. 

... SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 16



Allan Dearth & 
Sons

Generator 
828-526-9325

Cell: 828-200-1139
email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers for 
since 1988!

Phone: 526-2251 
Toll Free: 888-526-2251
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com
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Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Cut n Patch
Quilt Shop

Please Call for hours & directions
526-9743 • Highlands

Custom Quilts
Fabrics, Notions

Grading & Excavating • Certified Clearwater Contractor
www.wilsongrading.com

Edwin Wilson
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Phone (828) 526-4758
Cell (828) 421-3643

NC Lic. # 28972

Miller’s Plumbing Service, 
LLC

• Water Cop Installa-
tion & Winterization
• Remodels & New  

Construction
Cell 828-371-1707

millersplumbing99@yahoo.

Manley’s Towing 
Service

Owner-Operator James Popcorn Manley
526-0374 • 342-0583

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

• Complete line of office supplies
• Laminating • Fax Service

• Greeting Cards • Laser paper
• Ink Cartridges • UPS services

95 Highlands Plaza
526-3379

FAX: 526-3309

“It’s good to do business in Highlands”

You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also NC 

REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every step 

of the way to get you to the 
finish line. We train hard for 

races, and we will work equally 
hard for you!

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Highlands Automotive
Service

&
Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Benjamin Moore 
Paints

Carpets
Wood flooring

Tile
Wall Covering

Window Treatments
Custom Closets

330 Dillard Road • Highlands • 828-526-3571
www. highlandsdecorating.com

American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial 
• Over 40 Years Experience 

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

U Call We Haul Junk Removal Service
Total Cleanout Service: house, business, attic, base-

ment, garage, yard debris
We’ll take the trash and save you some cash!

Honest & Reliable.  
Macon and surrounding counties. 

Don’t Delay! Call today: Gene (828) 200-5268

Cheaper than a Dumpster and 
we do all the work!

10% Off with this AD!



Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving – now a full  
service asphalt company specializing in  

commercial and residential asphalt services.
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder 
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.

Other services?
Utility installation and repair, driveways, 

ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing. 
Call 828-526-9348.

Brysongrading@gmail.com

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com • www.lomalindafarm.com

Loma Linda Farm

Highlands, NC (828) 421-7922

NC License #10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care • Dog Park

L. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land Surveyors

Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania 
counties for more than 45 years

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS
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Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 
acres at the base  

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Nantahla Tire & Car 
• Oil changes • Brakes • Tires  

• Light Car & Truck Repair
828-526-0283

518 Dillard Road, Highlands
nantire1@aol.com

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Black Bear Construction
“A full-service construction company”

Painting •  Flooring • Excavation

www.BlackBearGreen.com

828-487-4248 •  828-200-0949

Healthy Home Services
MOLD

CLEANING

828-487-4248 • 828-200-0949

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

www.HealthyHomeServices.info

Registered Nurses
Systems Administrator

Clinical Applications Analyst

A Native and a Local 
available to tell you 

about Highlands and to 
show you our beautiful 
mountain real estate...

Call Brokers .
Betty and Don Fisher at 

787-2324 .
or 226-1030.

Country Club Properties
donandbetty9126@frontier.com

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
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RES / COMMERCIAL FOR RENTNT
COMMERCIAL ON CAROLINA WAY 1480 

sq. ft.,$1200/mo Call 828-526-4646 or 404-210-
7979. (st. 9/19)

Furnished Split Level 3 Bedroom 3 
Bath home with 3,000sf .Year round long range 
mountain views. Easy access off 64 and nearby 
shopping in Cashiers, Sapphire and Toxaway areas. 
2 decks, fish pond and 2 car garage. Yearly Lease 
- 2000 a month. 561-346-6400. (10/5)

Commercial Main Street location 
with plenty of parking. Great for retail or office space. 
For more information call 828-342-9158. (st. 7/12)

LOST
Lost Dog named Buttons. Male neu-

tered Chihuahua 8 years old. Brown with white chest 
and face. Tan feet. He is missing teeth. He has a 
collar with tags and he has a microchip. Last seen 
July 8 on Hwy 106 near Peak Experience. Please 
call 828-526-0229 or 828-421-2548 if you have any 
information.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Priced below assessed value. 3 BR/2 

BA. Fireplace. Double-car garage. Large deck. 
$285,000. 386-212-4181(st. 8/8)

WANTED
 long or short-term rentals in 

Highlands 2BR under $900/month. Call 828-371-
1155. (9/19)

HELP WANTED
Whole Life Market & Nectar Juice 

Bar now hiring. Apply within or email resume to 
wholelife@frontier.com (st. 9/19)

Mountain Fresh Grocery in High-
lands is hiring skilled, energetic and reliable 
people for full-time positions in the Deli, on the Grill 
and as coffee Baristas. Phone 828.526.2400 or email 
jobs828@gmail.

comSales Associate high end retail 
clothing store in Highlands, NC.  Seasonal 
employment, part time to full time, some weekends.  
Retail clothing sales experience preferred.  Please 
call 828-200-1703. (st. 9/19)

AT Wolfgang’s Restaurant – Bar-

tender, waitstaff, bussers. Call Robbie at 526-3807 
after 2 p.m.

Servers and dishwashers needed 
for new Japanese Restaurant. Apply in person at 
137 Main Street, Wright Square, or call 399-9132. 
(st. 9/5)

Full or Part-time, bartender and wait 
staff, busser. Apply in Person to Wild Thyme in Town 
Square, 343 Main Street. (8/22)

Spice & Tea exchange. Part-time. Email 
resume to highlands@spiceandtea.com or come by 
330 Main Street and fill out an application. ( st. 8/18)

The Highlands Police Dept. has an 
opening for one Police Officer. The salary 
is $30,492.80, DOQ. The Successful candidate must 
be 21 years of age; BLET-certified; and submit to an 
extensive background investigation, drug screening, 
and psychological evaluation. Applicant must possess 
a valid North Carolina, South Carolina, or Georgia 
driver’s license, for the state which they reside in as a 
permanent resident. Applicant must successfully com-
plete the Highlands Police Department application 
process. Contact the Highlands Police Department 
at 372 Oak Street, Highlands, NC 28741, (828) 526-
9431, www.highlandsnc.org/police/index.html (st. 8/1)

Sales Associate for high end retail 
clothing store in Highlands, NC. Seasonal 
employment,part time to full time, some weekends. 
Retail clothing sales experience preferred. Please 
call 828-200-1703 or 828-526-4407

The new Sky Valley Country Club is 
and hiring wait staff, bartenders and 
kitchen staff. Experienced staff preferred. If you 
enjoy serving nice people in any of these capacities 
we would like to  meet you. Interested candidates 
should email resumes to dmspears@msn.com  
or stop by the clubhouse to fill out an application 
between 2-5pmTuesday-Saturday. 706 746 5932. 
(st. 7/11)

Servers and cooks needed. Email 
resume to info@mainstreet-inn.com or call 828-
526-2590

ITEMS FOR SALE
3 Truck Tires, R-15, 31x10.5. OBO. 772-

321-0881. Leave message.  (st. 9/19
NEED FIREWOOD? Three FREE Trees to be 

cut. Hardwoods & Pine. Easy Access. Call 342-8512 
(10/31)

Junior Calloway Golf Clubs -- w/bag. 
Excellent condition. (828) 482-0605 $125 (10/10)

2007 Kawasaki KLR650 – only 3,000 miles. 
Better than new with upgraded parts for less than 
1/2 the price. $3,200. Call 838-421-6608. (st. 9/12)

2 Double hung, double pane windows in one 
frame, 66”w 76”h- $30; Fiskar push reel mower model 
6280 - $115; Thermal pane glass clad door, deadbolt 
and key - $40; Never used Heatmaster vented gas 
logs, 30”- $175; New Honeywell relative humidity 
controller-$30. 526-5137 (9/12)

2008 Honda Pilot in good condition with 
only 24,000 miles. A great value @ $19,000. To see 
or test drive, call Charlie @ 828-526-8645. (st. 9/12)

CLUB CAR Golf Cart. Electric. Good bat-
teries, nice charger, like new. $1,200. 828-421-6608. 
(st. 8/15)

The Late Coach Butch Smart’s pine, 
country French style desk, glass top, $600. Call 

526-8321. (st. 8/8)
General Electric Stove. Almond - Ex-

cellent Condition. $135. 727-599-9168 (st. 8/8)
1994 Le Baron Convertible. Excellent 

condition. One owner. Call 478-972-0613. (8/8)
GE Oven/Stove for Sale. $200 or OBO. 

Call 706-799-4769.
Pearl River Upright Piano – Like new. 

$1,950 or OBO. Call Mark. 828-526-4563. (st. 8/22)

SERVICES
Mark’s Sedan ServicE. Airport Trans-

portation. Easy Pickup Procedures. Mark9398@
live.com. Cell: 239-292-3623. MC/VISA/AMEX and 
DISCOVER. Cash, too!

Who doesn’t want a clean house? For 
quality work and friendly service. Free estimates. Call 
Home Maid Cleaning Service. 828-371-1702 (9/26)

Mountain Maid House Cleaning 
Service – Call Amy at 828-342-2279, references 
available. (8/29)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE – Let Charlie 
Dasher handle your transportation whether it’s to 
the airport, a special event, or just around town. He 

Minutes to Main Street Highlands is this 
beautiful 3BR/2.5 BA home in pristine .

condition. Decks, stone fireplace, vaulted 
greatroom. Lake community. 

Meadows Mountain Realty
41 Church Street • Highlands

828.526.1717

REDUCED to $587,000

provides van service for weddings, and is licensed 
and insured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS Handyman – Re-
pairs, remodeling, painting, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks, additions, roofing and 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 421-4667. (9/12)

GDA Home Maintenance and Home 
Watch. Carpentry, plumbing, small tile jobs, paint-
ing. Call 828-526-4184. (9/5)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO since 1988, offers 
in-house digital & canvas prints, film processing, 
video transfer, photo restoration, frames. (828)526-
5208 or order online @ www.highcountryphoto.
photofinale.com. (9/30). 

Mold and Musty Smell in Your 
Home? Call for free inspection. 828-743-0900.

J&J Lawn and Landscaping Services 
– Complete Landscaping Company, Design, Instal-
lation and Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, 
Trees, Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, 
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-Tie 
work. Serving the Highlands/Cashiers area since 
1-988. 828-526-2251.
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Play
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To Nature Ctr > 
& Sunset Rock

Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com
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H-C Chamber Music

Police
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“Ace is the Place!”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
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Village Square • Oak at 5th

Needlepoint 
of 

Highlands

Barbara B. Cusachs

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.” 

3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

WebCam
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Make It All Possible

1
3

40

2217

4th St. 
Bou-

comfortable 
clothing for 
women

219 S. 4th St. ...on the hill
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31
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526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC
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Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in 
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

Mtn. Findings

www.chambersagency.net

The 
Chambers Agency
Realtors
Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James!
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

8

Highlands Plaza
526-5525

21

Cosper Flowers
Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p

Closed Sunday
Orders & Deliveries  

Daily
In Highlands Plaza
(828) 526-8671

www.cosperflowers.com

Where Smiles are in Bloom All Year 

22

Find all the water-
falls at highlandsin-

Bridal Veil Falls

1

Public 
Restrooms

526-8878

Fine Southern Cuisine
Serving dinner nightly 

 from 5:30 
Bar opens at 4 p.m.

526-3636 8

526-3901 • 800-526-3902

9

1

Home Gifts, Art  
& Antiques

526-3909 • 468 Carolina Way

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

31

10

20 22

Mtn Fresh 
Market

The 
Food Pantry 

needs 
supplies

Highlands 
Farmers  

Market in K-H 
Park Saturdays 
from 9a to 1p

Please help those in 
need!  

The Highlands  
Food Pantry needs:

Toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, and 

dried black beans, 
for the hundreds of 
needy local families 
who it serves on a 

weekly basis. 
Please drop items off 

at the 
Highlands United 
Methodist Church 

Mon. - Thurs. 
8am - 4pm and 
Fri. 8am - 2pm. 

Thank you 
for helping! 



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

41McCulley’s

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman 
Broker 

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com

828-526-2338

30

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

29

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

nadineparadise@gmail.com
www.NadineParadise.com

Nadine Paradise, Broker
#1 Resource for all your REAL ESTATE needs!

828-371-2551 (Cell)

26

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

343-D
Main Street!
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Certified Luxury Home  
Marketing Specialist

2012  
#1 Agent in High-
lands per HCMLS 

Jody Lovell
33

Text SIR to 87778 to download 
our app for any mobile phone.

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for dinner
4-9p 

7 nights a week and 
Sunday Brunch

Highlands NC Realty

Tammy 
Mobley 

www.HighlandsNC.info

NEW location: 3566 Cashiers Rd, Highlands

Broker/Owner 

26 years  
experience

(770)337-1000
(828)482-0325

Serving 
Lunch and 
Dinner
7 days

828-526-8784 (office)

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

828-200-9179

Broker Associate
Andrea Gabbard 

828-200-6165

L. Stephen Foster & Associates
Professional Land Surveyors

828-743-4154
sfoster@fosterslandsurveying.com

L. Stephen Foster, PLS
Stephen “Stuart” Foster PLS

Serving Macon, Jackson and Transylvania  
counties for more than 45 years

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... 
and Invest in Your Life!”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips, 
Broker

(828) 200-2642
WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 225 Main Street (next to ACE hard-

Open
7 Days a Week!

10a to 4p

Small Plates served from  
4 pm every afternoon  

at the bar; 
Dinner from 5 pm  

every evening 

828-526-4104
exurbiasothebysrealty.com


