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On going
• At Highlands Playhouse, 

The Paris Dancers Aug. 21-24. The 
movie, “100 Ft. Journey.” Mon-Sat., 
1 & 4p, Sun., 6 & 8 p. Call 526-2695.

Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 21-31
• HCP presents “The Last of 

the Red Hot Lovers” at PAC. For 
tickets, call 828-526-8084.

 Fri., Aug. 22
• Friday Night Live music in 

Town Square from 6-8. Featuring 
Macon Grass Band.

Sat. & Sun.,Aug. 23 & 24
• Village Square Art & Craft 

Show. at K-H Park in Highlands 
(5th and Pine St). 10 - 5. FREE! 

Sat., Aug. 23
• The Scaly Mountain Wom-

en’s Club Pancake Breakfast at the-
Community Center on the corner 
of NC 106 and Buck Knob Road 
from 7:30 -10:30 a.m. Adults $5.50, 
Children $3.50. 

• Groundbreaking of K-H 
Park on Pine Street at 10 a.m. 

• Twilight 5K at 6 p.m. at the 
K-H Park on Pine Street. Bring a 
cooler and blanket. Music by Copi-
ous Jones 6-10p. 

• At The Bascom, opening re-
ception for photo exhibition, “Fac-
es and Places” from 5-7 p.m. The 
history of Highlands and Cashiers 
through photographs. 

Mon. Aug. 25
• “Natural History Photogra-

phy: Revealing the Unseen World 
Around Us” with photographer 
Clay Bolt at the Hudson Library at 
7 p.m.

Wed., Aug. 27
• Interlude Concert at the 

Episcopal Church at 2 p.m. featur-
ing Summit Piano Trio. 

• Get your dog or cat fixed. 
For appointments call 828-743-
5752.

• Dine Out for Literacy at 
Lakeside Restaurant. Tell the staff 
you are dining for Literacy.  

By Skip Taylor
Although actual construc-

tion won’t begin for another 
two months, community leaders 
and local government officials 
will formally break ground this 
Saturday for half a million dol-
lars in improvements at Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park.

The ceremony, which will 
feature officials from the town, 
congressional district, and the 
park’s major benefactor, will be-
gin at 10 a.m. on Pine Street, 
in front of the amphitheater in 
front of Macon Bank. In addi-
tion to the brief remarks from a 
half dozen speakers, officials will 
ceremonially place an engraved 
stepping stone that will even-
tually become the center of the 
Kelsey “X” – a series of stones 
located in the center of the main 
park area signifying the legend 
of the founding of Highlands in 
1875.

K-H Park 
ground 

breaking is 
Saturday

•See K-H PARK page 10

Members of the NCACC at Bridal Veil Falls last week. 
Photo by Brittany Burns

$418,000 • MLS 80236
Walk to Mirror Lake. Classic 

Charmer. 4BD/2BA.

Teachers across Macon 
County started back to school, 
Tuesday, Aug. 19 and students will 
join them Monday, Aug. 25.

At Highlands School there 

are several new faces – mostly in 
the elementary school – but also 
the new Student Resource Offi-
cer, Josh Greenley.

I’m really excited about this 

school year. We have a great 
group of  returning teachers who 
have had success in helping our 
students make real academic 

Macon County schools start Monday
Messages from HS Principal Jetter, Superintendent Baldwin and more on budget woes

By Brittany Burns
Two weeks after a fire en-

gulfed a home on Middle Burn-
ingtown, on Sat., Aug., 2, the 
cause of  death for a body found 
amongst the rubble has been re-
leased. 

The body, which was later 
identified as the 71-year-old 
homeowner Day Williamson, was 
found in the upstairs back bed-
room of  the home. 

“An autopsy report revealed 
that the cause of  death was an 
apparent strangulation,” Macon 
County Sheriff  Robbie Holland 
reported on Tuesday. “At this 
point we are continuing a thor-
ough investigation. Charles Co-
chran remains a prime suspect 
in both the fire and the death of  
Williamson and is cooperating 
with authorities.” 

Strangulation 
ruled as cause 

of  death in 
Burningtown 

blaze

• See DEATH page 19

By Brittany Burns
Last Thursday two charter 

buses filled to capacity with com-

missioners from all across the 
state and their families were es-

Commissioners from across 
the state pile into Highlands
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If  you like long meetings, 
the Highlands Town Board 
meeting tonight may just be 

what you are looking for. We 
have a lengthy agenda. Many of  
the items deal with infrastruc-
ture projects that are about to 
get underway.

At the top of  the agenda 
will be the public hearing on the 
proposed amendments to the 
commercial tree ordinance. The changes 
address removal of  dead trees, tree re-
placement requirements and violation 
fines.

I will present to the board a draft 
of  a letter to the NC Mining and Energy 
Commission. The commission will draft 
the state fracking regulations by January. 
My letter requests that they create regula-
tions guaranteeing the safety of  munici-
pal water sources. The letter also requests 
regulations that recognize established mu-
nicipal zoning ordinances that would limit 
or not allow fracking operations. For in-
stance, Highlands zoning areas are either 
residential or business. The town has no 
industrial zones that might accommodate 
drilling operations.

The board will also consider a do-
nation of  a fire station to be located on 
US 64 near Wildcat Cliffs and the Culla-
saja Country Clubs. The proposal calls for 
members of  these clubs and surrounding 
neighborhoods to build the station and 
the Highlands Fire Department to equip 
and staff  it. The new station will lower 
fire insurance premiums for these resi-
dents who live five miles beyond the sta-
tion located downtown. Homeowners be-
yond this five-mile radius pay significantly 
higher fire insurance premiums.

In Public Works, the board will re-
view the bids for the culvert replacement 
project for Laurel, Spruce and 5th Streets. 
Also, Mike Waresak of  McGill Engineer-
ing will update the board on the new in-
take and dam refurbishment projects.

The board will also review the final 
designs for Kelsey Hutchinson Park in-
cluding renderings by Paul Schmitt for the 
new bathrooms. Jeff  Weller will present 
an updated rendering for the new pool 
cover. Another presentation by Jeff  will 
be a preliminary design and cost estimates 

to refurbish the ball park.
Matt Shuler, head of  our 

MIS/GIS Department, will 
present a proposal by Verizon 
Wireless to rent space on the ex-
isting town tower. Verizon pro-
poses to add a 20 foot section 
to the existing structure. Their 
engineers have determined this 
new antenna system will provide 
significantly better coverage for 

the Highlands area.
Finally, in a related matter, the board 

will consider whether to join several oth-
er communities in petitioning the FCC to 
restore municipalities’ authority to create 
their own internet utility systems. High-

At tonight’s Town Board meeting ...
Dear Editor,

Let’s suppose that in Ferguson, Missouri 
a police officer stops a motorist for a traffic 
violation. And let’s suppose that traffic stop 
ends in the death of  the motorist, killed by 
the officer’s bullet and the town is set on fire 
by angry citizens and more people die. Was 
the traffic stop and the action that ensued 
legal….or worth it? Yes, more than likely if  
you still believe in the rule of  law and believe 
America is about obeying the law as written.

If  the motorist receives his traffic 
citation and is given back his driver’s license, 
he is on his way. But if  the motorist refuses 
to present his driver’s license as required 
by law, the situation escalates to the next 
higher level. The officer, under the law, 
can now arrest the motorist for the minor 
infraction of  not presenting a driver’s license 

Ferguson, MO ... Miami, FL
on demand.

If  the motorist resists the arrest and a 
struggle ensues, the officer is required by 
law to execute whatever force is necessary 
to affect the arrest. If, during this struggle, 
the motorist overwhelms the officer and 
lunges for his firearm, the officer is allowed, 
by law,   to escalate the threat again to 
the next level and, under unfortunate 
circumstances, could require the officer 
to shoot the motorist to save his own life.   

In 1980, I was right in the middle 
of  the Arthur McDuffie riots in Miami. 
I commanded two SWAT teams assigned 
to guarding fire trucks and the firefighters 
from sniper fire from rooftops. People died 
and downtown Liberty City in Miami was 
set on fire. The town continued to blaze 
for an entire week. 

McDuffie had been chased by police 
on traffic violations. But McDuffie lost 
control of  his motorcycle and crashed, 
receiving severe head wounds. Bleeding, 
he struggled with four officers who were 
later indicted for killing McDuffie during 
the struggle. When a jury from another 
city found all the officers not guilty, Miami 
citizens took to the streets and burned 
portions of  the city. 

I don’t know what happened in 
Ferguson, Missouri and, more than likely 
neither do you. All I ask is that we not pass 
judgment and remember that, under the 
law, police officers must maintain the upper 
hand and meet force with greater force. If  
not, police officers might as well take off  
their uniforms and go home as chaos will 
soon prevail. 

Fred Wooldridge
Highlands, NC

Dear Editor,
Is it just me, or what? Am I the only 

person who would really like to have a 
current phone book with residential names 
and telephone numbers for Highlands and 
the surrounding area?

Here’s what I have now:
1. A 2013-2014 YellowBook for 

Highlands, Cashiers, Glenville, Toxaway, 
Sapphire and Scaly that has 251 commercial 
yellow pages and 56 white pages with only 

Where’s the ‘service’ 
in our phone service?
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•Obituaries•

•Engagement•

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Oliver 
announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Hannah 

Elizabeth, to Jeremy Adcock, 
son of Rodney Adcock of 
Carmel, Indiana.  Hannah 

and Jeremy, both graduates 
of  Toccoa Falls College, 

will be living and working 
in Highlands, North Caro-

lina.  The wedding is set for 
November 9, 2014.  They 
will be married at Indian 

Springs State Park in Flovilla, 
Georgia.

Oliver to wed 
Adcock

James Ralph Ballentine, 
of  Cashiers, NC formerly of  
Anderson, SC died Friday, 
August 15, 2014. Born in 
Shelby, NC, he was the son of  
the late James R. and Mabel 
Wakefield Ballentine. He re-
tired with 30 years of  service 
with Ralston‑Purina Compa-
ny. He was a 1952 graduate of  
Clemson University, and he 
was a Veteran of  the US Army during the 
Korean Conflict. He was an avid motor-
cycle rider, Ham radio operator, and loved 
to hunt.  He was a member of  the First 
Presbyterian Church of  Highlands where 
he served as a former Elder. Mr. Ballentine 
was a loving husband, father, and grand-
father.

He is survived by his wife of  59 years, 
Sandra Dickson Ballentine; son, Stephen 

A. Ballentine and his wife, 
Evelyn of  Wake Forest, NC; 
four grandchildren, Allie, 
Lauren, Joshua and J.J. Bal-
lentine. He was preceded in 
death by two sisters, Carolyn 
Stokley and Jackie Stribling.

Memorial services were 
held Monday, August 18, 
2014 at 11 AM at the First 
Presbyterian Church of  

Highlands with Rev. Curtis Fussell and 
Rev. Emily Welmarth officiating.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be 
made to the First Presbyterian Church of  
Highlands, PO Box 548, Highlands, NC 
28741 or to the Charity of  one’s choice.

Bryant‑Grant Funeral Home is in 
charge of  arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be made by visiting www.bry-
antgrantfuneralhome.com

James Ralph Ballentine

Ahmad Saadat, 86, of  Highlands, NC died Tuesday, August 12, 2014. Born in Teh-
ran, Iran, he was the son of  the late Asghar Saadat and Khadijen Yeganlou. He was mar-
ried to Yeganeh Doknt Amiryeganeh for 55 years. He was a geological mining engineer.

In addition to his wife, Mr. Saadat is survived by two sons, Ali Saadat of  Highlands 
and Mo Saadat of  Houston, TX; three brothers, Mahmoud Saadat, Masouel Saadat and 
Mohannad Saadat, and one grandchild, Auran.

He was preceded in death by his parents and two sisters.
Services will be announced at a later date.
Bryant‑Grant Funeral Home is in charge of  arrangements. Online condolences may 

be made at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Ahmad Saadat



Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020
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• Highlands Dining •

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25

Fri-Sat: Seafood Buffet $8.25

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open 7 days a week
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Courtyard Cafe
Fun, Casual Fare

Burgers of all kinds • Salads • Smoothies 
• Hot & Cold Soups • Wine • Beer • Catering

Open 7 days a week
Mon.-Thurs.: 10:30a to 5:30ish

Fri. 10:30a to 7p
Sat.: 10:30a to 8:30p
Sun.: 10:30a to 3:30p

828-526-4188 • 470 Oak Street

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Call for weekly specials!

42
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner Daily
beginning at 5:30p

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
Open 

Daily for 
Dinner at 

5:30p 
Sunday 
Brunch
11a to 2p

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590
Open for Lunch & Dinner Daily

Sunday - Thursday 11:30a-8p
Friday & Saturday 11:30a-9p
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Norma Jean on the guitar in the garden 
Sat. & Sun.

Now open for dinner from 5-11p 
at its new location on Main Street!

For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

Now Open 
7 days a week

• Highlands Dining •

Open for Dinner
5:30a to 9p Daily
Closed Tuesdays

490 Carolina Way

828-526-1019

Open
Mon.-Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
We Cater!

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine
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• See MAYOR page 7

• Highlands Dining •

Authentic Asian Cuisine
Open 7 days a week • 11a to 9p

137 Main Street (Wright Sq.)
828-526-8800

Daily LUNCH Special 11a to 2p
$7.95 (includes sweet tea)

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

business listings; no residential.
2. A 2014 Frontier book consisting of  263 commercial 

yellow pages covering Highlands, Cashiers, Bryson City, 
Cherokee, Cullowhee, Dillsboro, Franklin and Sylva and 

24 white pages of  business listings dedicated exclusively to 
the Sylva area – not even Highlands

3. An finally, a sadly outdated 2003-2004 Yellow Book 
for Highlands, Cashiers, Glenville, Toxaway Sapphire 

and Scaly containing 278 commercial yellow pages and 
261 white pages with residential listings for Highlands, 
Cashiers, Brevard, Franklin and Sylva – only six years old, 
going on seven.

As our local landline carrier, shouldn’t Frontier 
provide us with a telephone book containing the telephone 
numbers of  the area’s residents? Aren’t we paying for this? 
In fact, aren’t we paying through the nose for this?

I know – many people reading this are probably 
saying to themselves or to anyone within earshot, get a 
life – Google it! Not everyone has a computer. Or, call 411 
for information and pay extra for the privilege. No, Thank 
You. We already pay a bewildering and increasing number 
of  extra monthly fees to the phone company. 

In this present-day society of  entitlement, am I 
unentitled to a once common, normal, everyday, basic, 
ordinary, standard, traditional, regular, plain and simple 
unpretentious telephone book to go with my telephone 
that I pay dearly for from Frontier?

Alice Nelson
Highlands

...MAYOR continued from page 2
lands considered such a plan about six years ago. In the 
interim, the NC legislature passed a law making it illegal 
for a government body to compete with private enterprise 
by creating an Internet utility.

The dilemma for Highlands, as well as other small 
towns, has been that private companies have been unwill-
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Greek Pizza, Philly Steak, Taco Pizza, 
White, Meat Lovers, Fajita, Vegetarian, 

Veggie Medley, Chicken Alfredo, 
Chicken & Pear White Pizza, BBQ, 

Margarita, Hawaiian BBQ, Mamma Mia 
Cranberry, Sicilian, Buffalo Chicken and 

Jalapeno Popper Pizza.

Specialty Pizzas

A Variety of Salads

House Specialties
Calzone & Lasagna

Pizza
6” 10” 16” 20”

Hand-tossed, Pan, Thin,  
Gluten-free and  

Whole Wheat Crust

Oven-Roasted
Sandwiches

Grinder, Meatball Sub, Pizza Sub, 
Italian Steak, Italian Sausage, 

Cold Italian, Veggie, French Dip,
Plowboy, Flatbread Veggie, Gyro, 
Muffaletta, Turkey Bacon Ranch, 

BBQ Steak and BBQ, Cheddar Sub 
& more!

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.• 365 Main Street, 828-526-5660

Appetizers
Breadsticks, Garlic Bread, Pizza 
Sticks, Mozzarella Sticks, Wings

Domestic & Imported Beers, too

Fred Wooldridge

•The Fredster•

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Is looking for experienced full-time and part-time waitstaff 
and part-time host or hostess

474 Main Street • P.O. Box 1282, Highlands, NC 28741
 828.526.3807 Restaurant • email: wom2@me.com

Born in Louisville, Ky. 
during the mid-thirties, I 
know cold….and I know 

snow….and I know whiteouts. 
Oops, is the word “whiteout” a 
racial slur? Anyway, don’t give 
me any guff  about being a thin 
blooded Floridiot. NOT!

By the time the big war 
started, I had already reached 
the age where I could run the 
streets of  Louisville, get into trouble (ha) 
and enjoy the pleasures sold by the roaming 
ice cream man. Behold, America, the ice 
cream man cometh!

I know, I know, you’ve already been 
told how tough it was back then with 
gas rationing, no butter, Hershey bars or 
nylons. But did you know that half  of  our 
women were on a dawn to dusk twelve 
hour work schedule with the other half  
working the other twelve hour shift. They 
were building airplanes, tanks and other 
war machines around the clock. During 
their minimal amount of  time off  they 
managed to sleep, do the laundry, raise 
and feed the kids, etc. while the guys went 
out and got themselves shot up. Rosie, the 
Riveter, was America’s hot babe hero back 
then. She was a real cutie. Was this a major 
part of  the Republicans “war on women” 
plan even back then? Of  course it was.

But here’s something I’m bettin’ you 
didn’t know. No matter how tough it got, 
even when it looked like Hitler would 
conquer all of  Europe and Russia, the 
ice cream man cometh. America had its 
priorities. Kids needed their ice cream. 

And for those who weren’t even a 
twinkle in their dad’s eye, let me tell you 
how it all worked. As soon as I heard the 
distant jingle, jingle, tinkle, tinkle music 
coming from the ice cream truck or bike, 
I dropped whatever I was doing (usually 
nothing) and raced home to beg my mom 
for a nickel. Everything on the ice cream 
truck was a nickel. 

Do I buy a Popsicle and get two 

The ice cream man cometh
sticks of  pleasure or a large 
chocolate fudgesicle? How about 
a creamsicle? Decision, decisions; 
how to spend my nickel? 

While sitting on the front 
stoop of  my home licking away, I 
could care less that the Germans 
were slaughtering Brits by the 
thousands and blowing up all of  
London. What do kids know? 
And my little dog and best friend, 

Frisky, would sit and rudely stare at me to 
the end when he knew he would get to lick 
the ice cream sticks shiny clean.

So if  you’re one of  those silly Americans 
who currently fear for the continuous decline 
of  our nation or that murdering Islamic ISIS 
terrorists are pouring across our southern 
borders, take leave and know that as long 
as the ice cream man cometh, bringing us 
popsicles, fudgesicles and creamsicles, all 
is well. 

Then celebrate by swinging by one of  
Highlands’ ice cream shops and lick away. 
Oh, and be aware it might cost you more 
than a nickel….like lots of  nickels! And 
I’m sorry about the offensive sexist remark 
in calling Rosie a hot babe cutie. Bad Fred!

...MAYOR from page 6
ing to invest in creating a system for such 
small markets. The petition requests the 
FCC to overrule the state by reinstating a 
town’s option to build high speed internet 
systems for its residents. 

If  the FCC gave the go ahead, an 
internet utility with high speed and band-
width capacity would help facilitate realtime 
telecommuting, among other options. For 
residents wanting this service, an internet 
access fee would be a part of  their monthly 
utility bill.

The Highlands Town Board meeting is 
tonight, August 21, at 7pm at the Highlands 
Conference Center next to the ball field. 
Hope to see you there.
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

...SCHOOL continued from page 1

ANTIQUE

Thurs.-Sat. 
11a to 5p

Other days by chance

Stephen E. Barnwell Antiques
802 N. 4th Street

Highlands

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK!
19th C. Hepplewhite 

bow front chest
$850

SALE

achievement,” said HS Principal 
Brian Jetter. “This year we will 
be mixing in a number of  new 
teachers to Highlands School. I 
believe these new teachers will 
bring with them a real sense of  
energy to the school. Melding 
the new teachers with our exist-
ing staff  will be interesting, ex-
citing, and an energizing mix for 
us all.”

Changes in assignment and 
new teacher assignments include: 
Jaime Dooley who was the EC 
teacher in the middle school is 
now teaching kindergarten; and 
new teachers are Cynthia Hen-
derson who is teaching 1st grade; 
Emilee DeForest and Tracy Obu-
chouski who are teaching 2nd 
grade, and Angela Sanchez-Colon 
who is teaching 5th grade.

Melissa Shirley handles Low-
er EC. Melanie Rapp handles Up-
per EC and Abigail Rusch is the 
EC aide.

Valery Bates is teaching Mid-
dle School Social Studies and Gale 
Garrett is the new Art teacher.

Terry Dixon is a new custo-
dian/bus driver.

At Monday night’s Board of  
Education meeting, board mem-
ber Stephanie McCall spoke in 
memory of  the late Jack Philpot 
who for more than a decade was 
a bus driver and so much more to 
Highlands School and the com-
munity.

She said he oftentimes 
worked behind the scenes, paying 
for students’ braces, automobiles, 
college expenses and much more.

“He was always giving of  
himself, his time, his money, and 
was always a presence in our 
school – he came early and stayed 
late, and he wanted no recogni-
tion for it. I could go on and on. 
One person really can make dif-
ference and he did,” she said.

So far there are 360 students 
enrolled at Highlands School – 
the same number as last year, but 
final figures won’t be available un-

til after school is in session for 10 
days.

There are 50 Discretionary 
Students – those allowed to attend 
Highlands School from out-of-
state, Jackson County or Franklin. 
There are 11 from Georgia, 23 
from Jackson County and 16 from 
Franklin.

According to Jetter the class 
sizes are about the same as last 
year as are the Student/Teacher 
ratios: between 15 and 24 in Kin-
dergarten through 8th.

At Monday night’s BOE 
meeting, the board learned that 
numerous teachers or staff  mem-
bers had been transferred within 
the system, that numerous teach-
ers had been hired but that not all 
vacancies have been filled.

Superintendent Dr. Chris 
Baldwin said the state handed 
down a budget that has left Macon 
County Schools with a $473,000 
budget shortfall.

“At this point I don’t know 
how we are going to handle this,” 
he said. “The state has said we 
must fund an extra $185,000 in 
local teachers and $288,000 of  the 
Teacher Assistant allotment. 

In addition, of  the $199,000 

allotted the school system by 
the Macon County Commission 
for capital improvement – only 
$108,650 is left after the board 
agreed to replace two 1985 
HVAC systems at Macon Middle 
School and one at the Career 
Center at Franklin High School 
as well as the 1985 fire alarm 
system at Macon Middle School 
which routinely goes off  at 2:15 
each morning.

Baldwin suggested address-
ing the HVAC issues while nei-
ther AC nor heating is necessary.

Despite funding difficul-
ties, Superintendent Baldwin is 
optimistic about the state of  the 
school system.

“With students returning to 
school next week, this is an ap-
propriate time to reflect on the 
challenges and accomplishments 
of  the past school year while 
looking forward with excitement 
to 2014-’15. Let me say I am 
pleased with our district’s very 
steady progress and our commu-
nity’s very steadfast support of  
our schools. 

Recent accolades and ac-
complishments include:

• 2013-14 Cartoogechaye 
Elementary, South Macon El-
ementary, Highlands School, 
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Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 29 years on high  
quality merchandise and service that is second to none.

Main St, Oak Square, Highlands  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 • Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

(828) 526-5759
www.shirazruggalleries.com

• Expert  
Hand-Cleaning 
• Restoration & 

Appraisals
• We purchase 

old rugs

Florida Showrooms: Naples, Orlando, Sarasota & Tampa

29th Anniversary 
Sale

40%-65% reg. item 
85% red tag sale 

25% off cleaning & 
repairs

470 Skyline Drive • 828-526-2121
Closed Monday & Tuesday

Call about our wedding & event packages

$20 Nightly Specials!

Wednesday
Grilled Chicken Cabanara over Linguini

with salad or vegetable

Thursday
NY Strip with Loaded Baked Potato 

and Vegetable Medley

Friday
Charleston-style Crab Cakes with Saffron Rice 

and Vegetable Medley

Saturday
Maple Pecan Crusted Trout with Saffron Rice

and Vegetable Medley

Sunday Champagne Brunch
noon-2p

All Entrées $20
Includes Salad, Entrée, Dessert and Unlimited Mimosas!

Reservations recommended but not required

5:30p until...

Altitudes Restaurant
		  at Skyline Lodge

Fine Dining with a View!

Full Bar, wine & beer

Macon Middle School and Franklin High 
School students exceeded their expected 
academic growth expectations (https://
ncdpi.sas.com/).

• 2013-14 Iotla Valley Elementary, 
East Franklin Elementary, Macon Early 
College, and Nantahala School students 
met their expected academic growth ex-
pectations (https://ncdpi.sas.com/).

• 2013-14 Cartoogechaye Elementary 
received a prestigious Title I Award.

• 2013-14 Franklin High School was 
recognized by US News and World Report 
as a Bronze Medal High School.

• 2013-14 Union Academy was recog-
nized by US News and World Report as a 
Bronze Medal High School.

• 2013-14 71% of  Macon County 
Schools students enrolled in AP courses 
earned a 3 or better.

• Macon County Schools Graduation 
Rate for the 2012-13 was 86.5% which ex-
ceeds the state average.

• 2012-13 Macon County Schools 
students exceeded the state average of  stu-
dents meeting the minimum ACT score.

• 2011-12 (Final year of  this award) 
Cartoogechaye Elementary, South Macon 
Elementary, Highlands School and Frank-
lin High School recognized as North Car-
olina Schools of  Distinction.

This year, our district also:
• Partnered with the Macon County 

Sheriff  Robbie Holland and his depart-
ment to receive a grant ($78,000) to help 
offset the cost of  two additional School 
Resource Officers.

• Received a grant from Lowe’s 
($85,000) to fund a new science lab at 
Franklin High School.

• Received Digital Learning Grant 
($47,207) to purchase digital textbooks and 
pay for the staff  development training for 
the use of  digital textbooks.

• Began the implementation of  the 
New State Standards (NCSCOS) by pro-
viding professional development to our 
teachers, purchasing more than 500 IPads 
for the state-mandated computer testing, 
and the transition toward digital textbooks 
at the high school level.

• Graduated 27 Macon Early College 
students with both a high school diploma 
and an Associates in Arts degree

• Reduced local expenditures by 
$994,154 since 2011-12

I am proud to serve as the superinten-
dent of  the Macon County School system 
and grateful to our employees, our parents 
and guardians, our neighbors, and our com-
munity partners for making Macon Coun-
ty Schools such a special place for young 
people to learn and grow. We are a strong 
school system that is striving to improve,” 
he said. 

– Kim Lewicki

...SCHOOL continued from page 8
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• See K-H PARK page 11

Corey James Gallery &  
Estate Consignment Boutique

828-526-4818 • 228 S. 3rd Street
(Corner of 3rd and Spring behind the Methodist Church)

Open Everyday until Sundown

Now liquidating many estate items at INCREDIBLE prices 
to the public: 

Western art, bronzes, paintings, furnishings,  
collectibles, antiques & more!

... K-H PARK continued from page 1

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome. 

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

NEW LOCATION!
Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

& Maggie Rogers 
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

According to that legend, Samu-
el Truman Kelsey and Clinton Carter 
Hutchinson drew lines on a map of the 
United State from Chicago to Savannah 
and from New Orleans to New York. They 
felt that the place where these lines met 
would eventually become a great trading 
center and commercial crossroads, and 

so came to the area and laid out a town. 
Historical research has since called that 
story into question, but it continues to 
be an integral part of the mystique of 
Highlands. 

Those expected to speak at the event 
include U.S. Rep. Mark Meadows, of 
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Highlands, who played a major role in 
helping acquire the park, Highlands 
Mayor Patrick Taylor, Art and Angela 
Williams who donated the bulk of the 
money for the infrastructure about to 
be added to the park, and Nick Bazan, 
who will serve as master of ceremonies. 
Former mayor and pastor Dr. Donald C. 
Mullen will give the invocation.

The Founders Park Coalition, which 
is composed of both local Rotary Clubs, 
the Laurel Garden Club, the Mountain 
Garden Club, the Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust, the Highlands Plateau Gre-
enway, the Highlands Plateau Audu-
bon Society, the Highlands Historical 
Society, the Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce and the Highlands Biologi-
cal Station, launched a major effort last 
fall to finally complete the park. After 
receiving permission from the town to 
conduct a fund drive last winter, the co-
alition began updating previous plans for 
developing the park and trying to raise 
approximately $550,000. That effort re-
ceived a major boost this past spring 
thanks to a $390,000 gift from Art and 
Angela Williams, owners of the Old Ed-
wards Inn and Spa. And this summer the 
town agreed to chip in up to $165,000 
for construction of public restrooms 
that will serve not only the park, but the 

... K-H PARK continued from page 10
entire east end of town. Money was also 
raised from other individual donors, from 
various coalition members, and through 
several fundraisers.

In addition to picnic tables, a chess 
and checkers area, walkways, benches, 
lighting, and landscaping, the park will 
also get a new and larger performance 
pavilion and combined entrance/rest-
room facilities. Those structures are being 
designed by local architect Paul Schmitt. 
The park will also include an interac-
tive fountain for kids and a special plaza 
area in the southwest corner dedicated to 
Kelsey and Hutchinson and the history 
of the town. Plans also call for repaving 
part of Pine Street with decorative pavers 
that will make it level with the rest of the 
park, while still keeping the street open 
for everyday traffic and retaining existing 
parking.

The overall concept for developing 
the park has already received town ap-
proval. Architectural plans for the rest-
rooms and pavilion are currently under-
going town review.

Anyone wishing to make a tax-de-
ductible donation toward improving the 
park may do so by making a check pay-
able to either Founders Park or Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park and mailing it to P.O. 
Box 1703, Highlands, NC 28741. 
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•Highlands Events•
First Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church 

hosts a non-denominational Men’s 

K-H Park. Organic vegetables, eggs, 
honey, cheeses. home-made food 
and hand-made items. For informa-
tion call 482-0555 Maxine Davidoff.

• Cashiers Local Farmers tail-
gate market through October at 
the Anglican Church Parking Lot 
Hwy 64 E next to Macon Bank. 

• Free wine tastings at Moun-
tainTop Wine Shoppe from 1-3p.

Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 21-31
• HCP presents “The Last of 

the Red Hot Lovers: at the HIgh-
lands Performing Arts Center. For 
tickets, call 828-526-8084.

 Fri., Aug. 22
• Suzuki Flute Students ages 

4 to 14 from The Music Village will 
be performing in a recital Friday at 
6:30 pm in the Community Room 
at the Jackson County Public Li-
brary in Sylva.  Admission is free 
and children are welcome.  

• Friday Night Live music in 
Town Square from 6-8. Featuring 
Macon Grass Band.

Sat. & Sun.,Aug. 23 & 24
• Village Square Art & Craft 

Show. Regional fine art, folk art, 
crafts, music and food. Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park in Highlands (5th 
and Pine St). Sponsored by Macon 
County Art Assn. 10 - 5. FREE! 

Sat., Aug. 23
• The Scaly Mountain Women’s 

Club Pancake Breakfast at the Scaly 
Mountain Community Center at 
the Corner of NC 106 and Buck 
Knob Road from 7:30 -10:30 a.m. 
Adults $5.50, and Children $3.50. 
Proceeds benefit scholarships for 
area students and human service’s 
agencies.

• Kelsey-Hutchinson Park 
groundbreaking at 10 a.m., in front 
of the amphitheater in front of Ma-
con Bank. Benefactors and officials 
will be there and an engraved step-
ping stone will be ceremoniously 
placed in the center of the park to 
signify the legend of the founding of 
Highlands in 1875.

• Twilight 5K. Starts at 6 p.m. 
at the K-H Park on Pine Street. 
$25 early signup. Kids under 10 
free. Bring a cooler and blanket. 
Music by Copious Jones 6-10p. All 
proceeds to benefit the Highlands 
School Track Team. Register at 
www.twilightrocknroll5K.com. Sign 
up form also available at the Rec 
Park, Highlands Decorating Center 
and Macon Bank.

• At The Bascom, Opening 
Reception for photo exhibition, 
“Faces and Places” from 5-7 p.m. 
Experience the history of Highlands 

Meeting the first Monday night of 
each month at 7 pm and all men are 
invited to attend. 

Tim Barnwell is a commercial and fine art photographer based in 
Asheville, NC whose prints are in the permanent collections of  The 
Metropolitan Museum of  Art, The New Orleans Museum of  Art, The 
High Museum of  Atlanta, The Mint Museum in Charlotte, R. J. Reynolds 
Industries, The SOHO Photo Gallery in New York, The Newark Museum 
of  Art, and The Bank of  America Corporate Collection. In collaboration 
with The Cashiers Historical Society, The Highlands Historical Society and 
The Bascom, Barnwell documented selected people and places of  Highlands 
and Cashiers through his photography with their accompanying oral histories.

In each town, a well-known native resident is paired with a well-known 
historical place. Featured from Highlands: Joana Baumrucker – Highlands 
Playhouse; Beverly Cook Quin – Highlands Inn; Lydia Sargent Macauley – 
The Nature Center; Joe Luke – Reeves Hardware; Anne and Lewis Doggett 
– Joe Webb log cabin; Mary Ann Creswell – The First Presbyterian Church 
of  Highlands; Isabel Chambers – The Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation; 
Virginia Bryson – The Sloan House.

Featured from Cashiers: Charlie Ward – Cashiers Community Center; 
Dick Jennings – Lonesome Valley; Eugenia “Jeanne” Pell Wright – Cashiers 
Schoolhouse; Jule Coward – The North Community Center; Marilyn Hunter 
Henson – Alexander Gardens; Marvin Fowler – Fowler Tree Farm; Mary 
B. Bryson – Zachary-Belknap-Waddell House, Crooked Corners; Sallie Orr 
Peterkin – Camp Merrie Woode; and Rev. Steve Hines – The Church of  
the Good Shepherd.

These people, joined by their common town, are featured in hauntingly 
beautiful photographs by Barnwell. The viewer will be rewarded by finding 
connections in each photograph and recognizing the local landmarks. Each 
work will complement the others in the exhibition when viewed as a whole. 

Come view this remarkable exhibition at The Bascom, from August 23 
to November 9. The public is also invited to the Opening Reception for Faces 
and Places on Saturday, August 23, from 5-7 pm at The Bascom. Experience 
Highlands and Cashiers through this beautiful assemblage of  photographs. 

In conjunction with this exhibition, the Center for Life Enrichment 
(CLE), Highlands, will host Faces and Places of  Highlands, featuring Donnie 
Edwards, Sue Potts, and Doc Wilson; all natives of  Highlands, NC. On 
Thursday, August 28, from 5:30 to 6:30 pm, Edwards, Potts, and Wilson will 
tell their interesting “old” stories of  the people and places of  Highlands. 
For more information on this talk, go to their website www.clehighlands.
com or call CLE at 828-526-8811.

The Bascom showcases a creative 
collaboration in

 ‘Faces and Places’ exhibition

Ginny Brysonn at the Sloan House

On Monday, August 25th, 
the Highlands Plateau Audu-
bon Society presents its program 
“Natural History Photography: 
Revealing the Unseen World 
Around Us” with Natural History 
and Conservation Photographer 
Clay Bolt. 

No matter where you live, 
one thing is for certain: just be-
yond the reach of  your gaze is 
an incredible world of  amazing 
plants and animals living intricate-
ly intertwined, beautifully complex 
lives. We often travel far and wide 
in search of  exotic wildlife when 
all that has ever been required of  
us is a willingness to simply slow 
down and take a closer look. From 
wasps that turn pitcher plants into 
cradles for their young to treehop-
per herding ants, layer upon layer 
of  biological wonder awaits our 
discovery.

Join us at 7 pm for refresh-
ments and fellowship, followed 
by the program at 7:30 pm in the 
Hudson Library, 554 Main Street 
in Highlands. 

Audubon to 
present program 

on nature 
photography

Tuesdays
• Community Table Dinner at 

the Community Building at 6 p.m. 
It’s free.

Tues. & Thurs.
• Aerobics at the Rec Park with 

Tina Rogers 5:15. $5.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9a.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 

9:05a. $5.
1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson 

Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-
3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at 

Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

Thursdays beg. Sept. 4
• Storytimes with Miss Carol at 

Hudson Library 10:40am. Open to 
the public. 

Thursdays
• Highlands Writer’s Group 

meets every Thursday from 1-3:30 
pm at Hudson Library.  Writers of all 
genres welcome. For info call 526-
8009 or 526-2295.

• Weight Watchers support 
group meets every Thursday at 6pm 
at the Cashiers Community Center. 
Questions? Call Lisa 828-506-3555 
Last Fri. of each month.

• Free wine tastings from 5-7p 
at MountainTop Wine Shoppe.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint 

Guild meets at the Highlands Rec 
Park at 10 a.m. Newcomers wel-
comed.

Fri.-Sun.
• Hal Phillips on the piano at 

Skyline Lodge during dinner and 
Sunday brunch.

Fri. & Sat.
• The Historical Society Mu-

seum is open.
Saturdays
• The Farmers Market, 9a-1p in 

You will find comical face jugs 
by Skip Staab, as well as fine 
art, rustic furniture, leather and 
other wonderful hand-made 
creations at the Village Square 
Art & Craft Show in Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park on Pine St. this 
Sat. and Sun from 10 to 5. Music, 
food, Stop’n’Adopt, FUN! (828) 
787-2021 for info.

Art and Craft 
show this Sat. & 
Sun. in K-H Park
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•Highlands Area Events•
and Cashiers through this beautiful 
assemblage of photographs. 

Mon. Aug. 25
• Highlands Audubon Society 

presents “Natural History Photog-
raphy: Revealing the Unseen World 
Around Us” with Natural History 
and Conservation Photographer 
Clay Bolt at the Hudson Library at 
7 p.m.

• North Jackson County Re-
publicans will meet at Ryans in 
Sylva at 6 p.m. to eat. Meeting at 
6:30 p.m. For more info, call Ralph 
Slaugher at 828-743-6491.

Tues., Aug. 26
• South Jackson County Re-

publicans will meet at the Cashiers 
Republican Headquarters at Lau-
rel Terrace Suite 8 on Highway 64 
East at 6:30 pm. For more info, call 
Ralph Slaughter at 828-743-6491.

Wed., Aug. 27
• Interlude Concert at the 

Episcopal Church at 2 p.m. featur-
ing Summit Piano Trio. 

• They can’t read or write, but 
they can multiply! Get your dog or 
cat fixed – the Cashiers-Highlands 
Humane Society can help. The 
next low-cost spay/neuter day is 
Wednesday. Appointments must be 
made in advance. For more infor-
mation, call 828-743-5752.

• Dine Out for Literacy at 
Lakeside Restaurant.  Be sure to 
tell the staff you are dining for Lit-
eracy.  A portion of the evening’s 
proceeds goes to support literacy 
programs in our community.  

Thurs.-Sun. Aug. 28-31
• HCP presents “The Last of 

the Red Hot Lovers: at the HIgh-
lands Performing Arts Center. For 
tickets, call 828-526-8084.

Thurs., Aug. 28
• At Shakespeare & Co. at 

3pm an informal discussion on T.W. 
Reynolds and his book “High Lands: 
Stories of the Carolina Mountains” 
which was published 50 years ago 
this summer. The event is free and 
open to the public. Any donations 
will be given to the Highlands His-
torical Society.

• At the Hudson Library, au-
thor presentation of “Cherokee 
Little People Were Real” at 4 p.m.

Fri., Aug. 29
• Community Coffee with 

Mayor Pat Taylor at the Hudson 
Library in the Meeting Room from 
11a to noon.  This month Mayor 
Patrick Taylor and Chief Bill Harrell 
answering questions and discussing 
the Highlands Police Department. 
Refreshments provided

• Friday Night Live music in 
Town Square from 6-8. Featuring 
Mountain Dulcimer Group.

• Bubbles & Big Band at the 
Highlands Playhouse at 7 p.m. 
Champagne and all you can eat 

Low Country Boil. Concert begins 
at 8 p.m. featuring Asheville Jazz Or-
chestra. Tickets are $85 per person 
which includes dinner and a cash 
bar. For tickets to the H-C Hospital 
Foundation fundraiser call 828-526-

By Director Virginia Talbot
Six plus weeks of  rehearsal are over!  The actors are costumed, made-

up, keyed up, and ready to go--perhaps with a few nervous butterflies 
fluttering about!  The Highlands Cashiers Players’ production of  Neil 
Simon’s comedy—“The Last of  the Red Hot Lovers”--opens Thursday, 
August 21, at the Highlands Performing Arts Center, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

As many theater goers know, Neil Simon is one of  the funniest, most 
popular, and most prolific comedy writers of  our times.  “The Last of  the 
Red Hot Lovers” is one of  his older plays, a huge hit on Broadway in 1969, 
and extremely popular, especially in the 70’s and 80’s, produced around the 
country by thousands of  professional and community theaters.  If  you 
haven’t seen it before, please come.   If  you enjoyed it in the past, come 
and renew your acquaintance with a genuinely brilliant comedy.

Highlands’ talented actor Lance Trudel, who plays the role of  Barney 
Cashman, has the formidable task of  performing in all three acts opposite 
each of  the ladies of  the play, Jennifer Royce, Adair Simon, and Lee Lyons.  
Barney, the inexperienced “red hot lover,” arranges three liaisons with three 
very different women, but each of  his attempts at seduction prove more 
frustrating and hilarious than the last.  Awkward situations, clever dialogue 
and witty wisecracks provide plenty of  laughs. 

With this telling remark the playwright reveals his writing secret:  “I 
would tell aspiring playwrights not to try to make it funny.  Make it real and 
comedy will come.”  And this is exactly what happens in “Red Hot Lover.”  
The characters are portrayed humorously with all their foibles, eccentricities, 
and absurdities, but are essentially decent human beings at heart.

The comedy runs Thursday, August 21--Sunday, August 24, and 
Thursday, August 28 –Sunday, August 31 at Highlands Performing Arts 
Center on Chestnut Street.  Evening performances begin at 7:30, Sunday 
matinees at 2:30.  Tickets are available at the box office, 828-526-8084 or 
on line, wwwhighlandscashiersplayers.org.

HCP’s ‘Last of the Red Hot Lovers’ 
opens tonight, Aug. 21

At 3 p.m. 
on Thursday, 
August 28, 
Shakespeare & 
Co. Bookseller 
will host an in-
formal discus-
sion on T.W. 
Reynolds and 
his book “High 
Lands: Stories 
of  the Carolina 
M o u n t a i n s ,” 
published 50 
years ago this 
summer. This 
event is free and 
the public is in-
vited; any dona-
tions will be given to the Highlands 
Historical Society.

Thurlow Weed Reynolds, 
a retired engineer and journalist 
who spent his summers near Mir-
ror Lake, and his winters in Riv-
iera Beach, Fla., published “High 
Lands” the first of  his five books 
about the Southern Appalachians 
in 1964. Well into his 70s when he 
compiled his research, Reynolds 
was able to interview folks then in 
their 80s and 90s, who were able 

to remember 
their lives in 
the nineteenth 
century.  Un-
like most lo-
cal histories, 
which are told 
in chrono-
logical order, 
Reynolds ar-
ranged his 
quirky and 
h u m o r o u s 
book accord-
ing to his pet 
obsessions of  
c a r tog raphy 
and etymology 
– maps and 

words. He traced the derivations 
of  area family and geographical 
names and, using Highlands as his 
starting point, provided detailed 
tours stretching from Sylva to Wal-
halla to north Georgia, recounting 
what he learned of  the inhabitants, 
notable events and the natural sur-
roundings. Much of  this material 
was later incorporated into “Sum-
mertimes,” Nancy Turner’s won-
derful guidebook to the Highlands 
and Cashiers area.

High Lands: Stories of the  
Carolina Mountains subject at 

Shakespeare & Co.

On Sat. & Sun., Aug. 30 & 31 the Cashiers Art & Craft Fair on 
the Village Green. 10a to 5p both days. A donation of $3-$5 
per adult is encouraged. Sponsored by the Cashiers Rotary. 

Art & Craft show in Cashiers Aug. 30 & 31

2695.
Sat. & Sun., Aug. 30 & 31
• Cashiers Arts & Crafts Fair 

on the Village Green. 10a to 5p both 
days. A donation of $3-$5 per adult 
is encouraged. Sponsored by the 
Cashier Rotary. 

Sat., Aug. 30 

• At Highlands Playhouse, 
Randall Atcheson in concert for 
the Highlands Literacy Council. 
Champagne reception, 3-4p and 
concert from 4-6p. General Admis-
sion $50. Call the playhouse for 
tickets at 526-2695. Free shuttle 
service from the Rec Park.
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...COMMISSIONERS continued from page 1

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon. 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Monday thru Saturday 8 a.m. till 7 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. ‘till 6 p.m.

Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Peaches, peaches, peaches, blackberries, apples, cantaloupe, watermel-
ons, fresh baked bread, fritters, donuts, butter, cheese, eggs, squash, corn, 
beans, okra, jams, jellies, local honey, heirloom tomatoes and more!

Hope to see you soon!

• See  COMMISSIONERS page 18

corted by law enforcement agen-
cies up the Cullasaja Gorge. 

The reason? 
To give county commis-

sioners from the eastern part of  
the state the opportunity to see 
the geographical makeup of  Ma-
con County. The North Carolina 

Association of  County Commis-
sioners (NCACC) held its an-
nual conference in Asheville last 
week, and as part of  the week, 
Macon County Commission Vice 
Chair and incoming President of  
NCACC Ronnie Beale organized 
a day trip to Macon County. 

“We had to leave about 15 
people in the parking lot,” said 
Commissioner Beale. “So many 
people from down east had never 
been here and wanted to see it. 
I am glad to have helped make 
it happen. I think it is important 
for them to understand the differ-
ent circumstances Macon County 
faces compared to the rest of  the 
state.” 

After touring museums on 
Main Street in Franklin, the group 
of  nearly 100 people made the 15-
mile climb up the gorge. Stopping 
off  at Bridal Veil and Dry Falls, 
the group took time to tour the 
natural creations Macon County 
has been blessed with. 

“The ride to Highlands is 
an interesting one for sure,” said 
NCACC 1st President - Elect and 
Pitt County Commissioner Glen 
Webb. “I was conflicted about it 
because on one hand, it’s hilly and 
curvy so you need to focus. But 
on the other hand the views are 
breathtaking. So I have decided 
anytime I visit Highlands to al-
ways be the passenger. It was a 
great ride though. The gorge, the 
waterfalls and then the road deliv-
ers you into what I can only de-
scribe as a Rockwell painting of  a 
town. As much as I love Eastern 

NC, Highlands will continue to 
stir my soul to return.” 

Webb, like dozens of  the 
other commissioners who visited 
the county, were seeing Macon 
County for the very first time. 
“Of  course many had never been 
on US 64 from Franklin to High-
lands,” said Commissioner Beale. 
“They really enjoyed the beautiful 
scenery and the falls. I do think 
some of  our special guests were 
glad to finally arrive in High-
lands.”

Once in Highlands, the 
group was met by MC Commis-
sioner Jim Tate, Highlands Mayor 
Patrick Taylor and the members 
of  the Highlands Town Board, 
John Dotson, Eric Pierson and 
Donnie Calloway. 

“Highlands was honored 
by the visit of  the members of  
the North Carolina Association 
of  Commissioners,” said Mayor 
Taylor. “It is always gratifying to 
share ideas and information with 
representatives from around the 

state. I was delighted that Com-
missioner Beale, the president 
of  their association, was able to 
designate Highlands as a stop on 
their very busy tour schedule.”

Mayor Taylor presented 
Beale with a framed photograph 
of  Highlands but Beale asked 
that it be given to Ray Jeffers out-
going NCACC President as he 
was the incoming NCACC presi-
dent and was set to be sworn in 
on Saturday.

Commissioner Tate spoke to 
the group about the importance 
of  government officials on the 
eastern part of  the state under-
standing that there is life past 
Asheville. “Due to the geograph-
ical limitations of  Highlands and 
the Nantahala area, it is not prac-
tical to share resources like some 
counties do with magistrates, 
school nurses,” said Tate. 

Tate also explained that the 
state provides compensation 
based upon average student at-
tendance at schools, and that if  
Macon County schools could be 
consolidated, then we could save 
a tremendous amount of  money. 
“However, seeing that our ge-
ography makes that impractical, 
this actually causes some of  our 
classes to have much less than 25 
students and thus sticks us with 
paying for the additional teachers 
due to the lack of  size,” said Tate

Tate also informed visiting 
commissioners that the High-
lands area has less than 10 per-
cent of  Macon County’s popula-
tion, but pays over 50 percent of  
the county’s taxes. “At times, that 
provides an interesting predica-
ment for myself  as the District 1 
representative,” Tate said.

Many of  the first time visi-

From left: Highlands Commissioner John Dotson, MC Commis-
sioner and President NCACC Ronnie Beale, Highlands Mayor Pat 
Taylor, outgoing NCACC president Ray Jeffers with gift from the 
town, MC Commissioner Jim Tate and Highlands Commissioners 
Eric Pierson and Donnie Calloway. 	 Photo by Brittany Burns
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Falling Waters is a 52 acre community just 2.5 miles 
from Main St. Secluded but not remote; peaceful, quiet and private.  
Mature hardwoods, giant Rhodies, Mountain Laurel and a plethora of 
wild flowers that take turns showing off thru the seasons. Two water-
falls & several creeks add charm & interest. Paved roads, underground 
utilities, newer homes built after 2000, no road noise, well maintained, 
a great place to take a walk!

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address: 78 Black Bear Trace Highlands, NC 28741
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just 
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths 

of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 
www.highlandsnchomesites.com 

Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  
prices & a guided tour. 

828-508-9952.

Two lots sold this winter and a year round home is being 
built ... New cottage section opening soon!

• Investing at 4,118 Ft.• Put Wildwood Mountain on your radar!
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, August 24th from 2-4 pm

Hosted by Martha & Richard Betz • betzrealtor@gmail.com
Country Club Properties  • 828-200-1411 or 828-526-2520

Quality built family home by 
Cimarron Builders, located on 

over an acre of low maintenance 
property in Wildwood Mountain 
subdivision.  Built in 2002, this well-
maintained home has 3-bedrooms, 
including two master suites, 3.5 
baths, and an open plan with 
fireplace, granite counters, handicap 
access, paved driveway, and double 
attached carport.  Enjoy the huge 
covered wrap-around deck with 
tin roof.  Adjacent to Wildcat Cliffs 
Country Club, and only minutes to 
Highlands and Cashiers.

245 Wildwood Drive   • MLS# 78752  • JUST REDUCED $490K
View the Virtual Tour at ccphighlandsnc.com

(Highway 64 East to Wildwood Mountain entrance - across from Wildcat Cliffs CC)

Buyers of  
Highlands 
NC real 

estate benefit tre-
mendously from 
today’s low rates.  
Rates are currently 
hovering between 
4.1% and 4.2% 
for a traditional 
30 year fixed rate 
loan.  The historic 
average is over 
8% and today’s 
low rate covers a 
significant savings 
over the lifetime 
of  a loan.  This af-
fordability level, combined with 
a healthy inventory of  homes in 
Highlands makes it a great time 
to be a buyer.

Many buyers are seeking 
home equity lines of  credit on 
their permanent residences as 
an easy way to pay cash for their 
vacation homes.  Rates are low 
and closing costs for these loans 
are generally much less.  Also, 
the time it takes to get the equity 
line of  credit is usually quicker.

Housing around the nation 
has shown great improvement 
in recent months, with values on 
the increase and a decrease of  
distressed properties.  Highlands’ 
real estate is not seeing much in 
appreciation yet, as Highlands 
was about two years behind the 
beginning on the country’s re-
cession. However, the number 
of  sales in Highlands has in-
creased. As real estate recovery 
continues, prices will continue 
to increase as inventories shrink. 
A stronger market will have the 
effect of  rising home values in 
the end and a stronger economy 
will have more buyers sinking 
their teeth into vacation homes 
in Highlands.

• Lynn Kimball has over 
40 years of  real estate experi-
ence, with 29 years serving the 

Buyers benefit from today’s 
low rates

Lynn Kimball
Meadows Mountain 

Realty

Highlands area.  
Whether you 
are interested in 
searching proper-
ties or comprehen-
sive information 
about our area, you 
are invited to visit 
her user friendly 
website at www.sig-
natureproperties-
nc.com. Meadows 
Mountain Realty 
has two locations, 
at 41 Church Street 
in the Old Edwards 
Inn complex or 
visit Lynn at 2334 

Cashiers Road across from High-
lands Falls Country Club.  Lynn 
Kimball can be reached at 828-
421-8193 or by email at Lynn@
MeadowsMtnRealty.com.
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (said) 1928 Service, including 

Communion; 9:30a Christian Education; 10:30a Faithful, 
Family Service w/ Music & Communion. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

Wednesdays –7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street
Sunday Service: 11 a.m.;Testimony Mg: 5 p.m. on 3rd Wed 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968
Sundays: Eucharist Rite 1 8a in chapel; Education and choir 
rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 

Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 

Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.; School:9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:7 

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 8:30, 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper; 5:15; 7:15:children, youth, & adults studies; 

6:15:Adult choir (nursery provided ) Thurs:12:30:
Women’s Bible Study (nursery)

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
LITTE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009
Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office: 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Sat. at 6p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Dwight Loggins
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth:7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m.  

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
Youth 8th - 12th grade meets 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16• Spiritually Speaking •

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

By Father Jim Murphy
Christ Anglican Church, Cashiers

In Paul’s great treatise on love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13), 
there is a lightly regarded verse (11) that most people 
usually breeze right past. Yet, in terms of  our Christian 

responsibilities, it is fraught with great meaning. It says, 
“When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 
childish ways behind me.” (NIV)

The apostle Paul is talking not so much about coming 
of  age in terms of  years, physical maturity, as he is talking 
about coming to a full apprehension of  the truth (Truth), 
spiritual maturity. B. C., before Christ, he was a whiny, 
impulsive, know-it-all, a rather arrogant member of  his 
sect. A.D., anno domini, after the dominion of  Christ came 
into his life, he grew up. He had a totally new and now 
mature apprehension of  himself  in comparison to God, 
not unlike John the Baptist’s, “(Christ) He must become 
greater [increase], I must become less [decrease].”(cf. John 3)

When I reflect theologically on our modern world, I’m 
afraid that the world has not progressed, by and large, as Paul 
would have hoped or as the Baptist opined toward maturity. 
Observing sundry behaviors, reading the news, watching the 
world around us, there is entirely too much whiny, impulsive, 
know-it-all and altogether arrogant behavior. We behave like 
a bunch of  spoiled children, loving ourselves at the expense 
of  others. It’s high-time we all grew up!

The point that Paul poetically makes to the church in 
Corinth is: Christianity represents a radically new way of  
talking. It is a powerful new way of  thinking. It is the supreme 
way of  reasoning. Nothing can compare with it. Christianity 
is life altering and life giving. It’s high-time y’all grew up!

The epitome of  our faith, according to Paul and our 
Lord Jesus, is love. Love is where we begin, it is our modus 
operandi (method of  operation), and it is our goal. Paul’s point 
in verse 11 is that we, the church, must leave the fruitless, 
childish ways we once lived by behind and act like the mature 
Love whose name we bear if  we endeavor to reach for our 
full potential in Christ.

Let’s All Grow Up!
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Please join Jim Costa, Tuesday, Au-
gust 26 at CLE for his presentation on Al-
fred Russel Wallace. Jim Costa is Director 
of  the Highlands Biological Station, and 
professor of  biology at WCU as well as an 
author of  several recent books. 

Alfred Russel Wallace was the last of  
the great Victorian naturalists, and by the 
end of  his long life in 1913 he was also 
one of  the most famous scientists in the 
world, lauded by leading learned societies, 
British royalty and US Presidents alike. 

Against all odds — lacking wealth, 
formal education, social standing or 
connections — Wallace became the pre-
eminent tropical naturalist of  his day. He 
founded one entirely new discipline — 
evolutionary biogeography — and, with 
Darwin, co-founded another: evolution-
ary biology. Yet today Darwin’s name is 
universally recognized, while Wallace is 
all but unknown. Jim Costa traces the in-
dependent development of  Wallace’s and 
Darwin’s evolutionary insights, exploring 
the fascinating parallels, intersections and 
departures in their thinking. Drawing on 
Wallace’s ‘Species Notebook’ — the most 
important of  Wallace’s field notebooks 
kept during his southeast Asian explora-
tions of  the 1850s, Costa puts Wallace’s 
thinking into a new light in relation to that 
of  his more illustrious colleague. He also 

examines the ups and downs of  Wallace’s 
relationship with Darwin, and critically 
evaluates the misleading ‘conspiracy theo-
ries’ that Wallace was wronged by Darwin 
and his circle over credit for the discovery 
of  natural selection. 

Tracing the arc of  Wallace’s reputation 
from meteoric rise in the 19th century to 
virtual eclipse in the 20th, Costa restores 
Wallace to his proper place in the limelight 
with Darwin. Tuesday, August 26 Time: 10-
12

Summer maybe winding down but 
there’s still lots going on at CLE. There are 
spaces available for a unique and wonderful 
trip to Asheville, NC, Thursday-Saturday, 
September 11-13, Cost $695 per person. 
We have added computer classes taught by 
Nigel Sixsmith on the new Apple operating 
system “Yosemite” Thursday, October 23, 
10:3a-3:30p as well as October 30, 10:30-
3:30 Cost $70/$80 and still lots more hap-
pening!

Walk-ins to lectures are welcome. For 
more information on these classes or CLE 
please visit www.clehighlands.com or call 
526-8811. Our office is located at 348 S. 
Fifth Street in the lower level of  the Peggy 
Crosby Center. All classes are $25 for mem-
bers/$35 for non-members and are held 
in the CLE lecture hall unless otherwise 
noted.

Jim Costa 
presents  

Alfred Russel 
Wallace at CLE

• Biz/Org News •
The Rotary Club of Highlands 
held its weekly meeting on 
Tuesday, July 29th at noon at 
the Highlands Community 
Building. The guest speakers 
were Brenda Pierson, Chair-
woman of the Highlands 
ABC Board and Kevin Vinson, 
newly-appointed store man-
ager. Also speaking from the 
perspective of a permit holder 
was Rotarian Thomas Craig, 
owner of the Ugly Dog Pub. 
Vinson gave an informative 
historical presentation begin-
ning with the founding of the 
store in 1977, and shared with 
Rotarians that in addition to 
all other charitable disburse-
ments, proceeds from the 

Highlands ABC store have generated $95,000 for local stu-
dent scholarships. For more information, please visit the Ro-
tary Club of Highlands website at highlandsrotary.org. From 
left: Rotarian Thomas Craig, ABC Store Manager Kevin Vinson, 
ABC Board Chairwoman Brenda Pierson, and Rotary Presi-
dent Peter Ray.
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HFCC raises money for H-C Hospital Fnd.
Twilight Golf Tournament and 
auction at HFCC raised $55,000 
for the Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital Foundation. The monies will 
be put into an unrestricted fund 
to help to sustain the hospital’s 
emergency and patient care ser-
vices as well as physician clinics. 
“The Highlands Falls Country 
Club’s efforts proactively demon-
strate the importance of having 
a fine hospital here in our com-
munity,” said Robin Tindall-Taylor 
HCH Fnd. Ex. Dir.

tors to the area, were certain that it would 
not be their last visit. 

“We pride ourselves on southern hos-
pitality back home but this experience re-
minds me that there are loving people all 
over our great state,” said Granville County 
Commissioner Tony Cozart. “I am grateful 
that I had this memorable experience.”

After wrapping up their visit to High-
lands, the group loaded back on the buses 
to travel back to Asheville to finish out the 
remaining conference schedule. 

Saturday’s conference highlight was 
centered around the swearing in of  the 
NCACC’s new president, Macon County 
Commissioner Ronnie Beale. 

“It is my commitment to the citizens 
of  Macon County to advocate for Macon 
County in every way possible knowing 
that without the support of  Maconians 
I would not have this opportunity,” said 
Beale. “I thank them very much.”

Retired Superior Court Judge James 
Downs was on hand to swear in Beale on 
Saturday night. 

“It is an honor and privilege to rep-
resent Macon County as President of  The 
North Carolina Association of  County 
Commissioners,” said Beale. “It was a 
very special evening to be sworn in as 
President.”

...COMMISSIONERS continued from page 14

Retired Superior Court Judge James Downs was on hand to swear in Beale on Sat-
urday night. 					            Photo submitted by NCACC
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• Fire Reports •
The Highlands Fire & Rescue 

Dept. log entries from Aug. 7

Aug. 7
• At 6:55 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Kelsey 
Court.

Aug. 8
• At 8:53 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.
• At 9:41 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on Spring Street.
Aug. 9
• At 1:02 a.m., the dept. provided 

mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.
Aug. 10
• At 2:40 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Coxe Lane.
Aug. 11
• At 12:54 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Western 
Rhodes Road.

Aug. 12
• At 8:41 p.m., the dept. was first re-

sponders to a residence on Heatherwood 
Drive. EMS transported to the hospital.

Aug. 13
• At 2:43 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on N. 4th Street. 

When I was a youngster I did not like 
to brush my teeth. Before bed each night 
I would either lazily brush them or allege 
to have conveniently forgotten to do so. 
As I gained a little childish wisdom, I 
would either brush them hastily or wet my 
toothbrush and act like I did brush them 
(my sister and brothers would report me).  
At the time, I thought that such behavior 
was pretty smart. Now, knowing much 
more about dental hygiene, I understand 
that my younger age behavior to have been 
foolish and immature. Who was I hurting? 
“Ouch!, those are my only teeth you’re 
playing with doc!”

My childish behavior hurt only myself. 
It’s the same way with our faith. As long as 
we act immaturely and attempt to get by 
with minimum input, we will suffer. As long 
as we’re foolish and fail to love unselfishly, 
we will hurt ourselves and everyone else. As 
long as we talk, think, or reason childishly, 
in regards to our faith in Jesus, we injure our 
little old selves plus those to whom we’ve 
been sent or come in contact with.

Love, also known as maturity in Christ, 
is a goal and a commandment. May we with 
all vigor work towards it. It is guaranteed to 
benefit both us and many others.

...SPIRITUALLY 
SPEAKING  from 16

Since the cause of  death is strangu-
lation, that means Williamson was dead 
at the time of  the fire, said Holland.

Charles Cochran escaped custody 
while on trash detail at the Macon Coun-
ty Detention Center on July 30. During 
his five days as a fugitive, he was spotted 
once and has since been tied to separate 
crimes. 

In addition to the fire and death 
of  Williamson, Cochran is a suspect in 
a Franklin Police Department investiga-
tion involving shots being fired near a 
West Palmer residence in Franklin. 

...DEATH  continued from page 1
Cochran is currently being held on the 

charges he was originally jailed for, tres-
passing charges out of  Colorado. He is be-
ing held without bond. 

“After we complete are investigation, 
we will work with the DAs [District Attor-
ney’s] office regarding what charges need to 
be filed,” said Holland. 



Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988.

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 
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U Call We Hall Junk Removal & 
Property Cleanout Service

Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, 
Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll takeyour Trash & 
Save you some Cash. Cheaper than a Dumpster 

& we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268

Trackhoe work • Driveway repair  
Culverts • Boulder walls 

Debris removal • Parking areas  
Demolition • Clearing • Topsoil 

Bocce Ball Courts • Water features
25 years experience

Martin Murray
526-9388

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978
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HEALTHY HOME SERVICES

Certified • Licensed • Insured
828-200-0949

Mold and Moisture Removal.
Sealed Crawlspaces. 

Radon Mitigation. 
Duct Cleaning and Fogging.

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

J&M Towing  
Service

Owner-Operator Jeff Miller
526-0374 • 342-0583

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC



You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment
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• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

BLACK BEAR CONSTRUCTION
We Build All Types of Homes!

www.BlackBearGreen.com
828-487-4248

Painting, Flooring, Fireplaces.
Baths and Kitchen Remodels.
Chimney Repairs. New Roofs.

Tree Removal. Excavating.

Come by 
The Falls on 

Main to 
See Our 

New Home

SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS
$17/wk BW

$22/wk/color

CLASSIFIED ADS
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents per word 

thereafter
($2 extra for yellow highlight)

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Highlands Cashiers 
Concierge & Management

Full Range of Services Including: 
Housekeeping • Maintenance
Home Watch • Winterization

(828) 482-2480
HCCMHOME@GMAIL.COM • HCCMHOME.com

HOME COLORS
KITCHEN CABINET REFACING/PAINTING 

CASHIERS-HIGHLANDS. 

Chuck Layman
23 years professional experience. 

770-594-0750
paintcabinets@bellsouth.net. www.paintcabinets.net. 

LIke Us On Facebook: Home Colors Atlanta
8/21

IT Operations Manager
ER Registered Nurses
Clinical Coordinator

Certified Nursing Assistants
Dietary Aide

Maintenance Mechanic
Receptionist

ESTATE/MOVING/YARD SALE
SAT & SUN, AUG. 30-31 – Sat., 10a to 4p, Sun. noon 

to 3. A diverse assortment of items are available (from mul-
tiple generations), from antiques to electronics and from 
furniture to instruments. Books: Antique to new, Disney 
VHS, LPs, TVs; Beds, dressers, chairs, piano, china cabinet, dry 
sink; Golf clubs, exercise equipment; Curiosities: Artwork, 
antique Haviland china, glassware, violin. Directions: On the 
days of the sale, head East on Main (past the Library) and 
toward Horse Cove.Follow the signs from there. All items 
are available for pre-viewing and pre-purchase. Please call 
Karen at (828) 526-4563. (st. 8/21) 

HELP WANTED
EXPERIENCED HORSE/DOG HOUSE SITTER. 

Please call Nicole @ 252-637-2255 (st. 8/21)
WHOLE LIFE MARKET & NECTAR JUICE 

BAR are now accepting applications for full and part time 
employment. Must have an interest in health and wellness, 
retail experience is required. Stop by Whole Life Market 
located at 680 N. 4th St. for an application or email your 
resume to wholelife@frontier.com. (st. 8/21)

PART TIME SEASONAL ON-CALL RESIDEN-
TIAL CLEANING IN HIGHLANDS. Evenings only. No 
Smoking (828)421-3934 (st. 8/21)

FUN AND ENERGENIC HELP IN A BUSY 
SALON. 3 days a week, 10a to 3p. Call Rita at 828-526-
3742. (st. 8/14)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY IS SEEKING 
A CAKE DECORATOR FOR THEIR GOURMET 
BAKERY.  Full time, year round. Must have experience with 
wedding cakes. Must have portfolio & references. Candidate 
should be punctualand professional. Contact Christina at 
828-526-2400. (8/21)

WAITSTAFF NEEDED AT TOKYO RESTAU-
RANT. Call Jimmy at 828-526-8800. (st. 7/31)

SEEKING OFFICE MANAGER/BOOKKEEPER 

• CLASSIFIEDS •
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
SECLUDED, BUT JUST MINUTES 

TO TOWN, Adorable two Bedroom home 
with great views and outdoor living spaces. 
Call 828-421-4681. (st. 5/29)

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE
38 ACRES 3 miles north of Glenville, 

NC. $205,000. (706) 865-9312. (8/21 pd)
FOR SALE BY OWNER – 3 building 

lots in the gated community of Rustic Falls. 
Macon County tax records value at $51,000 
each. Must sell due to health reasons. Asking 
$15,000 each. Call owner at 803-640-6004. 
(St. 5/1)

MUST SELL 6+ acres at Lake Glenville. 
Lake and mountain views. $130,000 or Best 
Offer. Call 706-348-3208. (st. 2/20)

1/2 ACRE KNOLL FOR SALE 
Homesite is cleared for Camper or Cabin. 
Driveway in, 1000 gal Septic/Drainfield in, 
Well permit in hand. Scaly Mountain area near 
Highlands. No Restrictions and Very Beautiful. 
$45,000 850-363-1436. (st. 8/21)

ITEMS FOR SALE 

ANTIQUE FRENCH PROVIN-
CIAL DINING SET – Oak extension ta-
ble with extending leaves and parquetry top. 
6 side, 2 arm ladderback carved chairs with 
rattaan seats. (Style of Louis XV). $2,000. 
Also, French Provincial Stepback Hutch – 
75” H  60” W 19.5” D. (Style Louis XV) 
$750. Call 434-242-1174.(st. 8/21)

FURNITURE: couch and matching 
chair, $40; 9-drawer dresser, $25; 4 kitchen 
chairs, $25; end table, $15; TV cabinet, $15; 
garden hose storage unit, $6. Call 526-5367. 
(7/24) 

BISTRO TABLES W/CHAIRS, 
Tommy Bahamas chair,  like new, lots of oth-
er pieces.Call 828-526-3742. (7/24)

TOP OF THE LINE MAYTAG 
Washer (electric) and Dryer (gas). Never 
used. Call 828-526-0469. (st. 7/17)

2005 KAWASAKI VULCAN 1600 
Classic Nomad with fairing, windshield, 
saddlebags and new tires. $3,800. Call 678-
878-8757, ask for Art. (6/26)

NOW AVAILABLE! HIGHLANDS, 
N.C…THE EARLY YEARS VOLUME II, 
Angie Jenkins’ new coffee table book, contain-
ing 200 pages of mostly never before seen 
historic Highlands photos. Sold at selected 

locations in Highlands. For info call Angie 
Jenkins @ 828-200-0183 (st. 6/12) 

WORMY CHESTNUT FOR 
SALE: Approximately 300 square feet of 
¾” wormy chestnut wainscot milled and 
finished. Board length 36”; width varies 
from 4” to 8”. $2800 lot price. 404-944-
5298 (st. 3/20)

 2002 EXPLORER. Leather interior. 
All power. Sun roof. 4x4. New tires, exhaust 
and battery. Excellent. $6,495. 828-743-
0952. (st. 2/27)

SERVICES
THOROUGH CLEAN –  General, 

spring, construction  References available  
706-982-1504. (st. 8/7) 

BABYSITTING – Experienced with 
references available. Call 828-526-1580. 
(st. 6/19)

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for premium 
low mileage automobiles 828-347-6600. 
(st. 6/5) 

HILLBLAZER - HANDYMAN 
FOR A DAY Property Maintenance: Re-
pairs, Minor Plumbing & Electrical, Painting, 
Pressure Washing, Cleaning, Yardwork, US 
Navy Retired, Insured, Licensed, Rental - 
Part time Residence Specialist, 30 years 
experience, call Michael 828-371-6844 
(7/31 pd) 

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor plumbing and 
electric, decks and additions. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 421-4667. (10/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE: 
Let Charlie Dasher handle your transpor-
tation whether it’s to the airport, a special 
event, or just around town. Van service for 
weddings. Licensed and insured. 526-8645. 
(st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAP-
ING SERVICES:Complete Landscaping 
Company, Design, Installation and Mainte-
nance. Also featuring Plants, Trees, Hard-
scapes, Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing, 
Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-Tie 
work. Serving the Highlands/Cashiers area 
since 1988. 828-526-2251.

HAND CAR WASH & 
DETAILING

181 US 64, Cashiers. 
Across from the 

Chamber of Commerce. 
561-459-6640.

Cashiers

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

month plus utilities. 6 miles south of High-
lands. Call 706-490-7036. (st. 8/21)

LONG-TERM RENTAL – Furnished 
2BD/2BA. Walk-to-Town location. WiFi, 
Cable. $1,200 including utilities. Call 828-
421-1779. (st. 6/12)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
GREAT LOCATION ON CARO-

LINA WAY between 64E and 5th St 
across from Bank of America. ±1480 sqft. 
Office or retail. $1500/month. Call Tom 
Clark(404)210-7979 or (828)526-4646. (st. 
9/19/13) 

BUILDING FOR SALE. 170 ft. hwy 
frontage. Street level. 3 offices, rec room, 
kit & bath. Large parking area. Lower level, 
2BR/2BA apt. Separate entry. offered by TLC 
Assoc. 828-371-2485 asking $415,000. (st. 
6/12)

GREAT LOCATION ON CARO-
LINA WAY between 64E and 5th St 
across from Bank of America. ±1480 sqft. 
Office or retail. $1500/month. Call Tom 
Clark(404)210-7979 or (828)526-4646. (st. 
9/19/13)

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
ADORABLE 2/2 LOG CABIN 

NEAR MIRROR LAKE.  Amazing rental 
history.  Perfect for buyer looking for proven 
investment property.  Completely furnished 
for only $349,900.  Call owner at 800-335-
9215.  View pictures at www.HighlandsRen-
tals.net/StonesThrowPics (11/6)

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999.00. Call 482.2050  
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

2BR/1BA HOME. Clear Creek Road. 
New exterior paint, inside paint, Brand new 
appliances, new flooring throughout. $165,000. 
(828) 526 2288/ (828)482-2385. (st. 7/31)

FOR SALE BY OWNER - OLD ED-
WARDS CLUB 3/3 CONDO AT HIGH-
LANDS COVE. Ground floor level, screened 
private porch with second fireplace. Designer 
decor package separate. Hardwood floors. 
Walk to newly renovated clubhouse and all 
amenities. Exceptional value $499,000. Call 
305 942-1181. (8/14 pd) 

LAKE HOUSE -- 5BR/3BA. 7 miles 
from Highlands. Reduced $50,000 from 
$299,000 to $249,000. By owner Call 706-
746-3046. (8/28) 

for approximately 20-30 hours/week. MUST 
be proficient in QuickBooks, preferably 
Premiere Plus Contractor Edition, Excel, 
and Word. Prefer previous work experience 
with building contractor. Salary DOE. Email 
resume to office@greenmountainbuilders.
com.(8/7)

RESTAURANT MANAGER 
NEEDED. Downtown Highlands res-
taurant looking for a Manager. Great Pay 
and Full-time. Send resume to Marketing 
Representative at chesley.owens@yahoo.
com. Looking to hire immediately. (st. 7/17)

LEAD LINE COOK & DISH-
WASHER needed at casual fine dining, 
up to $13/hour or salary B.O.E. jasoncan-
cilla2012@gmail.com (st. 6/19)

THE BISTRO AT MAIN STREET 
INN is hiring cooks, servers, food runners. 
Stop by to apply or call 526-2590. 

PART TIME SEASONAL EM-
PLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY AVAIL-
ABLE. Prior wait staff experience required. 
20 - 30 hours with weekend availability. Call 
803-389-0199. (st. 6/12)

CNA, NURSES, CAREGIVERS 
needed for Home Care Agency serving 
Older Adults in Macon, Jackson and Transyl-
vania counties. Call 828-200-9000. (st. 5/15) 

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
is looking for experienced servers and a 
part-time host/hostess. Please call Robbie 
at 828.526.3807. (st. 5/15)

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH 
END RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS, NC. full time. part-time 
and seasonal. Must be available to work 
weekends. Retail clothing sales experience 
preferred. Please call 828-200-1703. (st. 
3/13) 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY AT TJ 
BAILEY IN HIGHLANDS. Retail, On-
line Sales and Multi-media Marketing posi-
tions available. Come grow with us. - full or 
part-time. 828-526-2262 or resume store@
TJBmens.com (st. 2/13) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
APT. FOR YEAR ROUND RENT 

–  1Br/1Ba.  Furnished.  W/D available  Sat-
ellite and wi-fi.  11/2 mi. from downtown.  
Available starting Oct. 1.  $500. + 1/2 utili-
ties and $200. cleaning deposit. Leave mes-
sage 828-526-4598.  (st. 8/7)

IN TOWN LIVING! Spacious Sec-
ond level apartment with deck.  Two Bed-
rooms, wood floors, fireplace and W/D. 
Call 828-421-4681 (st. 7/31)

SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM 
HOUSE for rent on private corner of 
farm. Potter’s kiln & studio. 7 miles south 
of Highlands. Hwy 28. $850/mth plus utili-
ties (706) 490-7036. (st.  8/21)

ROOM FOR RENT. Share house 
with one or two other renters. $250 per 
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

15

19

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James.
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

21

Cosper Flowers

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

NC License # 10978

“At our New Location”
95 Highlands Plaza

between Bryson’s and
the Dry Cleaners

Tu-Fri 11-5, Sat 10-1
828-526-8671

22

High End 
Grooming

Traditional Barbering  
for Men and Women
Straight Razor Cuts

Church Street Hair
 shop (828) 482-9374 
or cell (772) 532-0706

210 S. 3rd St. 
(Behind the Methodist Church)

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

KOENIG BUILT!
Custom built mountain 

home with 2BR/2BA, granite 
counters, hardwood floors, 
luxury finishes, 1-car garage 

and 5 minutes 
to Main Street.

ONLY $450,000
MLS# 80251

MIRROR LAKE
3BR/3.5BA pristine home, 

master on main, custom kitch-
en, lower den & family room, 
slate baths, great mountain 

views, large open deck, lovely 
outdoor entertainment areas.

$725,000
MLS# 80258



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
NEW LOCATION in Town Square.

343-D
Main Street.

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

jajosborn@gmail.com • pat. f. allen @ gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for Dinner 
at 5:30p.

Bar opens at 4p.
Sunday Brunch  

11a to 2p

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
Daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

40

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

Leslie Cook,
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn, 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us
for our 30th year.

Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.
Every Evening


