
• Inside •

Volume 11, Number 51 Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: HighlandsInfo.com Thurs., Dec. 18, 2014 
FREE Every Thursday

• See SHORTFALL page 8

• See FORCES page 4

Letters ....................................     2
Obituaries .............................     3
Investing at 4,118 ft .............     9
Events .................................   10-11
Shopping Pullout ..............  12-13
Police & Fire Reports ..........    17
HS Sports ..............................   18
Classifieds .............................   22

The

• See ABC STORE page 4

 SUMMER HOUSE

Open 
Mon. through Sat. 

9a-5p
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing Center’

Mal Phillips, Broker-in-Charge
828-200-2642

email: TwigsRG@gmail.comPO Box 873 Highlands, NC $498,000 • MLS 80602

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY HANUKKAH!
This holiday season, build a new dream!

GATED, GUARDED, DREAMY. 
The cachet of Old Edwards Club & 
Highlands Cove, with an elevation of 
4,500 ft. Long/multi-range mountain 
views and a peekaboo glimpse of Old 
Edwards Club golf course. On a cul-
de-sac with renown Ogilvie estate, 
beautiful gardens & grounds. 

The

Santa and Mrs. Claus will be in Santa’s hut on the lawn 
of at the MountainTop Wine Shoppe Saturday Dec. 20, 
10a to 4p. A photographer will be available.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

The last day for Santa to hear 
wishes is Saturday, Dec. 20

Thurs., Dec. 18
• The Holiday Program, 

presented annually by the High-
lands-Cashiers Players at the 
Highlands Performing Arts Cen-
ter, is Thursday at 7 p.m. There 
will be a dramatic reading of Tru-
man Capote’s touching story, “A 
Christmas Memory” from his 
childhood in rural Alabama and  
a group of area musicians, play-
ing dulcimers, guitars, and fiddle 
will accompany singers for three 
songs interspersed in the read-
ing. A reception downstairs in 
PAC will follow the reading with 
music by the “Mountain High 
Dulcimer Club.” The program is 
the Players gift to the commu-
nity and is free.. 

Fri., Dec. 19-Thurs., Jan. 1
• Movie at The Playhouse: 

“Annie.” Showtimes are 2, 5, & 
8p. 5p only on Christmas Day and 
only 2 & 5p on Mondays. 

Sat., Dec 20
• The Highlands Performing 

Arts Center will screen Live in 
HD the hit Broadway production 
Of Mice And Men, filmed on 
stage by National Theatre Live 
on Saturday, at 7pm. Tickets are 
available online: highlandspac.org 
or by calling 828.526.9047 Adults: 
$18 PAC Members: $15.30

Sun., Dec 21
• The Bolshoi Ballet Live in 

HD presents The Nutcracker at 
the Highlands Performing Arts 
Center on Sunday at 12:55pm. 
Tickets are available online: 
highlandspac.org or by calling 
828.526.9047  Adults: $20 PAC 
Members: $17 Students: $10 .

Thanks to Art and Angela 
Williams of  Old Edwards Hospi-
tality Group recreation options in 
Highlands have never been better.

Initially, bids to enclose the 
new pool and renovate the pool 
house, which the Williams offered 

to fund, were nonexistent. Five 
contractors requested bid pack-
ages but chose not to bid on the 
project for various reasons.

Consequently, it looked like 
enclosing the pool during the win-
ter and spring of  2015 so it could 

open Memorial Day weekend and 
basically stay open year round 
was a no go – a disappointment 
to those looking forward to year-
round swimming.

However, between Presi-

Williams to fund pool shortfall & more

Forces join  
to improve 
Highlands 

School

By Brittany Raby
Last year a judge ruled the 

state’s attempt to award 25 per-
cent of  teachers’ performance bo-

nuses as unconstitutional. While 
school district’s across the state, 
including Macon County, spoke 

• See PAY PLAN page 2

New bonus pay plan devised for 
Macon County teachers, schools

O’Donnell 
extends 

discounted
ABC Store

lease By Brittany Raby
Highlands school athletic 

facilities will soon be getting a 
complete overhaul, all thanks to 
a group of  dedicated Highlands’ 
residents. 

During the December meet-
ing of  the board of  education, 
Macon County Schools consul-
tant Terry Bell informed board 
members that Highlands School 
would be receiving a considerable 
donation before the end of  the 
year for much needed upgrades 
to the school’s athletic facilities. 
While discussing the 2015-‘16 
capital outlay requests, Bell said 
the district no longer needed to 
worry about the $25,000 listed 
to resurface Highlands School’s 
track, because part of  a donation 
made by a group of  Highlands 
residents will cover that project, 
along with much more. 

Now that the Cashiers ABC 
Store is open and in full swing, 
and with its discounted lease 
agreement in Highlands Plaza set 
to expire June 30, 2015, the ABC 
Board has been crunching num-
bers while considering what to do 
next.

During late summer and ear-
ly fall of  2014, when the sale of  
the Highlands Plaza complex was 
pending, ABC Board members 
approached the Town Board to 
request permission to reallocate 
funds – all of  which are pumped 
back into the community – and 
explained that the state would be 
taking a bigger portion of  profits, 
likely to help with its own bot-
tom line. Those combined factors 
could and most likely would affect 
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...PAY PLAN continued 
from page 1

Where was the Highlands School Band?
The dancers were fun

And the camels were great, 
And we’re glad Steve Hott 

Reserved the date

But no matter how long
We were willing to wait

No band appeared
And we mourn our fate!

Where is our Highlands 
High School Band?
Without which the

Parade is almost bland

The excitement is nil
Without the thrill

Of  the drums that roll
And the trumpets that trill.

So please bring us back

Our band next year
So we can make merry 

And yell and cheer.

So eyes will grow bright
When they hear it coming

And we can go home
A tune a’ humming!

Sarah Hawkins
Highlands

Dear Editor,
A heartfelt thanks goes out to all 

the people of  Highlands.  During our 
daughter’s recent auto mishap, she met so 
many helpful and caring people that she 
fell in love with your city and the beautiful 
area around it.  

A special thank you to George & 
Gabrielle for rescuing her, opening your 
home to her and for taking care of  her in 
our absence!

We wish you all a Merry Christmas!!!
Joe & Jeanette Jack

Tampa, Florida

Thanks for being 
there

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Tis the season, and the 
mayor will be mak-
ing a list and checking 

it twice. So will the Highlands 
Board of  Commissioners. We 
are entering the budget season 
after Christmas. It begins with 
a wish list review at the Town 
Retreat on February 12. A se-
ries of  budget workshops will 
follow, and the season ends in 
June with the commissioners 
approving a final budget.

If  anyone has a suggested 
project for the town to consid-
er, now is the time to let either the mayor, 
our commissioners, or the Town Manager 
know so it might be placed on this review 
list. Items making the list of  projects will 
be prioritized in the process of  funding a 
new budget. 

Now some ideas may not make the 
list. For instance, if  someone requests a 
helicopter pad at Kelsey-Hutchinson Park 
for our visitors to fly into, I am confident 
it won’t make the list. Atlanta might be in 
the airport business, but it is not on the 
radar for Highlands. On the other hand, 
public works projects that serve the needs 
of  a broad spectrum of  citizens will re-
ceive full consideration. 

Let me illustrate how the process 
works by reviewing two recent projects. 
The Chowan Road repair made the list 
several years ago. For a number of  budget 
cycles other pressing projects were fund-
ed over Chowan. This year it was a top 
priority and received funding. The new 
six-inch water line on NC 28 is another 
example. The project was on the list for 
almost 10 years before being funded.

There are things already on the list 
that I believe should be high priorities. 
One is to expand the system that will 
provide greater bandwidth options for 
residents and businesses. This project will 
benefit almost everyone and will pay divi-
dends for years to come. 

Another project that has been on 
past lists is the improvement of  the side-
walk from Town Hall to the stop light at 
the corner of  Maple and US 64. For sev-
eral years the drainage ditch next to the 
sidewalk has been causing serious erosion 
problems when it rains threatening the 
structural integrity of  the sidewalk. Be-
sides, the site looks just plain ugly, espe-

cially in heavy rain. An improved 
design would also enhance the 
site distance for traffic. It is time 
to correct the problem, and a 
Band-aid approach will not work. 

During this budget and 
planning season, I want the 
commissioners to review sev-
eral related policies, such as late 
fees, that have been in place for 
several years. They may decide 
no changes are necessary, but I 
believe it is good to do periodic 
assessments. Also, issues such as 
Advanced HydroPower’s applica-

tion to take over the old Highlands hydro-
electric plant and resume electric genera-
tion should be reviewed.

I will be discussing budget priorities at 
the Mayor’s Coffee the last Friday in Janu-
ary. 

Looking ahead to 2015
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out against the state plan, which involved 
identifying 25 percent of  teachers within 
a district and awarding bonuses based on 
being labeled “top-performers,” districts 
are now assisting the state in devising a 
new plan that is conceptually similar. 

During the school board’s Decem-
ber meeting in Nantahala, Superintendent 
Dr. Chris Baldwin said he and a commit-
tee comprised of  teachers, principals, and 
school improvement plan members had 
drafted a local differentiated pay plan. 

After the state’s 25 percent plan was 
struck down, $10 million which had been 
budgeted for the program, was left unal-
located in the state’s budget. The state 
devised a new method to introduce pay-
for-performance bonuses, which would 
allocate salary increases based on teacher 
and school performance, but directing lo-
cal districts to develop local differentiated 
pay plans. 
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•obituaries•

• See PAY PLAN page 19

Born to Joseph Walter 
Reese and Lucille Pierson 
Reese and raised in High-
lands, he was known to 
locals as ‘Ronnie’ or ‘Bun-
kum’ and was loved and 
respected by everyone he 
met. 

He is survived by his 
three siblings Martha R. 
Lamb of  Highlands, Dan 
Q. Reese of  Lawrenceville, 
GA and Louis Reese of  
Atlantic Beach, FL, his two children Mat-
thew B. Reese and Jennifer A. Reese both 
of  Stanly County, NC, his four grandchil-
dren Kelsey R. Reese, Austin M. Reese, Is-
abella S. Reese and Lily M. Reese, and two 
great-grandchildren Audrey E. G. Reese 

Joseph Ronald (Bunkum) Reese
May 26, 1944 - November 26, 2014

and Evangeline E. G. Reese. 
 Known to many where 

he lived in Stanly County as 
‘The Quiet Gentle Giant’ he 
had a heart of  pure gold and 
was truly a Kindred Spirit. 
He never met a stranger 
and was a generous person 
His love for his family and 
animals and for these moun-
tains he called home meant 
more to him than anything. 
He will forever be dearly re-

membered and sorely missed. May he fly 
high with the angels! He wanted no funeral, 
no memorial, but there was a Celebration 
of  his Life held Sat., December 13 in Lo-
cust and there will be another in Highlands 
in the spring

Ralph Willard John-
son, 71, of  Highlands, NC 
died Saturday, December 
13, 2014.  Born in Macon 
County, he was the son of  
the late James Charlie and 
Nellie Henry Johnson. 

He was a veteran of  
the US Army serving dur-
ing the Vietnam War, and 
he retired from the Macon 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment as a deputy with 16 
years service. He was a 
member of  Blue Ridge 
Lodge #432 A.F. and A.M.

He liked heavy construction and 
working at sawmills and loved rebuilding 
old cars, hunting, fishing, flying airplanes 
and gem mining.

Mr. Johnson is survived by his wife 
of  43 years, Marie Clouse Johnson; two 

Ralph Willard Johnson
sisters, Shirley Wilson of  
Highlands and Carol Hol-
combe of  Walhalla, SC; 
one brother, J. C. Johnson 
of  Highlands, and several 
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was 
held Wednesday, December 
17 in the Chapel of  Bry-
ant-Grant Funeral Home in 
Highlands. Rev. Andy Cloer, 
Rev. Edgar Owens and Har-
old Neely officiated. 

In lieu of  flowers me-
morial donations may be 
made to Highlands-Cashiers 

Humane Society, PO Box 638, Cashiers, 
NC 28717.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home was in 
charge of  arrangements.  Online condo-
lences may be made at www.bryantgrantfu-
neralhome.com.

...PAY PLAN continued from page 2
The state will collect those plans, 

which are due to officials by January, and 
then select pilot programs throughout the 
state to implement on a trial bases. The pi-
lot programs will be funded with the $10 
million that remains unallocated in the 
state’s budget and will help the state de-
termine the next overall action for North 
Carolina educators. 

“What we are hearing from the state, 
although it is not official, is that there will 
be no more salary increases for North 
Carolina teachers unless they are perfor-

mance based,” said Dr. Baldwin. “If  we 
don’t develop this plan, we don’t have a 
chance at that $10 million, and a different 
school district in the state will get it. Our 
plan may not be selected, but we definitely 
can’t get it if  we don’t even try.” 

Although teachers in Macon County 
spoke out against the 25 percent pay plan 
as an objection to performance-based sal-
ary increases, even though they could have 
opted-out of  the differentiated pay plan, the 
county elected not to do so. 
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Open
Mon., Tues.,Thurs., 11a to 10p

Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p
Sun., noon to 10p

CLOSED WEDNESDAY
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

...ABC STORE from page 1

...FORCES continued from page 1
According to Richard Delany, President and CEO 

of  Old Edwards Hospitality Group, the resort’s owners 
Art and Angela Williams have committed $150,000 to the 
community effort to bring the athletic facilities at High-
lands School up to par. 

“I believe Jeff  Weller of  Summit Architecture and 
John Lupoli of  Lupoli Construction, are looking at a proj-
ect total of  around $400,000, however I believe they are 
both going to throw in some free labor along with Jim 
Tate of  Tate Landscaping, to make it happen for less,” said 
Delany. “I also think they are looking for additional match-
ing funds from other sources.”

According to Macon County Commissioner Jim Tate, 
the renovation plans are in the very preliminary stages 
but are coming together for the children of  Highlands. 
Through his business, Tate Landscaping Services, Tate 
has committed an in-kind donation to the project in the 
amount of  about $35,000. 

“The estimation for the total project is around 
$400,000 for the complete renovation of  the Highlands 
School track, fences, field, dugouts and field houses,” said 

Tate. “Of  this, the Williams are donating $150,000. High-
lands Rotary Club will contribute $8,600. Summit Ar-
chitecture and Ross Landscape Architecture +/-$35,000 
(in-kind donations), Lupoli Construction +/-$35,000 
(in-kind donation), and Tate Landscaping Services, +/-
$35,000 (in-kind donation).”

Tate noted that other potential income sources will 
be the school’s booster club and other private donors. 

“This is just another extraordinary example of  the 
Williams’ tremendous support of  our town,” said Tate. 
“We are very fortunate to live in such a philanthropic 
place and to have leaders like the Williams and the other 
local entities who are offering assistance in making our 
school a better place for our kids and community.”

In order to make sure the project is completed in 
its entirety, and in the event other private donors are not 
found, Tate said asking the county for funding is an op-
tion.

He said while commissioners have not yet been ap-
proached due to the early stages of  the project – with the 
costs and final scopes still being worked out – approach-
ing the board wouldn’t happen until January. 

“The school administrators, faculty, staff  and stu-
dents are extremely appreciative of  the donors who are 
working together to ensure the Highlands School receives 
some much needed improvements,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Baldwin. “During these tough economic times, the 
district has struggled, and these contributions will make 
a significant impact on the school and the students of  
Highlands.”

the store’s bottom line which would affect profits allocat-
ed to the community.

When asked what their plans were for the future, 
Brenda Pierson, Chairman of  the ABC Board said they 
were weighing their options – considering moving else-
where or building elsewhere – because although they had 
enjoyed a discounted lease since moving to the plaza years 
ago, the lease was set to run out and they were worried 
about new lease terms from Highlands Plaza’s potentially 
new owners.

However, at the Tuesday, Dec. 16 ABC Board meet-
ing, Mal Phillips, representative for Highlands Plaza own-
ers Margaret O’Donnell and Al Bolt delivered some good 
news. 

“Mal Phillips spoke with the board last night, De-
cember 16th, on behalf  of  Margaret O’Donnell and Al 
Bolt and informed us that the Highlands ABC Board has 
been given an opportunity to continue its lease for the 
ABC Store at a reduced rate for the next eight years,” said 
Pierson. “At this time, no documents have been signed, 
but they should be completed very soon. Prior to that, we 
cannot make comment as to the terms.”

Since the ABC Store in Cashiers opened, The ABC 

Store in Highlands has understandably lost revenue but 
how much that will be over a year’s time is hard to say.

“The percentage we lost was bigger when they first 
opened, probably because people wanted to see what was 
there, but it has started to level out,” said store manager 
Kevin Vinson. “Still we won’t know exactly how much of  
a percentage we are down until more time has gone by.”

The Cashiers ABC Store opened about four months 
ago, in the height of  the fall season, when Cashiers is hop-
ping. The town pretty much closes down during the win-
ter, so it’s likely the store’s profits will vary considerably 
throughout the year.

This year Jackson County’s ABC Store proceeds – 
which for the first time include the Cashiers Store – were 

$265,311 in retail sales compared to last year’s $190,000 in 
retail sales. In the four months Cashiers has been open it 
tallied $74,000 in retail sales.

The overall potential loss to the Highlands store is 
expected to be under 20% in retail sales. This makes the 
offer to extend the store’s discounted lease that much 
sweeter.

“We are very appreciative for all the generosity that 
we have been shown by Margaret and Al. They have con-
tinually worked with us by making our rent affordable. As 
a board, we work diligently to keep expenses down. Our 
thanks to Margaret and Al for making this possible,” said 
Pierson.

– Kim Lewicki

The last Highlands Newspaper issue for 2014 
and the first issue for 2015 will be a  

combination issue dated  
Dec. 25/Jan. 1.  

The next issue will be Thurs., Jan. 8
Please have all ads – classified and display – 

as well as all editorial  
content emailed no later than the close of 

business Friday, Dec. 19.
highlandseditor@aol.com

Thank you.



Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner Daily
beginning at 5:30p

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
Open 

for Dinner at 5:30p 
Dec. 13, 19, 20, 24, 

26-31
Call for New 

Year’s Eve Party 
Reservations

(Bar opens at 4p)
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Now open for lunch and dinner from
11a-11p on Main Street!

3-station lunch buffet $13.95.
For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

Open 
7 days a week

• Highlands Dining •

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

490 Carolina Way

828-526-1019

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.25

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open 7 days a week
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Dinner: Tues.-Sat. 5 to 9p 
Lunch: Wed.-Sat. 11:30a to 2p

Sunday Brunch 11a to 2p

Closed Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
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•business/organization news•

Thursday, dec. 18
7 p.m.

marTin-Lipscomb 
performing arTs cenTer

507 chesTnuT sTreeT, highLands

annuaL
hoLiday readings

no charge – no TickeTs necessary

“our gifT To The communiTy”

By Penny Mawyer

Center for Life Enrichment’s 19 participants met in 
Miami and headed to Camaquey, Cuba on a charter 
flight, not really having any idea or preconceived no-

tions of  what to expect from our next 12 days in a country 
so close but yet so far away.

 What we did know was that we would be in good 
hands, CLE arranged our itinerary with Harvard Museum 
of  Natural History and Distant Horizons both organiza-
tions are experts on Cuba. They would be our facilitators 
for our trip through five cities and a vast look into the 
countryside of  Cuba.

It is important to note that we as US citizens may only 
visit Cuba accompanied by an educational organization ,i.e. 
a university, museum, etc. Each and every visit must be ap-
proved by the government of  the United States. It must 
be deemed an educational visit …no frolicking on the gor-
geous beaches for US citizens.

Canadians,Europeans and many Russians are free to 
come and go without any restrictions and it is a good thing 
for Cuba as tourism is THE only industry which seems to 
be thriving. 

The theme of  our visit was “Music, Art and Literature 
across Cuba“ Brian Railsback, who is Dean of  the Honors 
College of  Western Carolina University and a board mem-
ber of  Center for Life Enrichment was our groups expert 
on Ernest Hemingway so each day at cocktail hour Brian 
educated us on Hemingway’s writings while living in Cuba, 
which was fascinating.

The music and art scenes are plentiful. Every lunch 
and each dinner we were entertained by a musical group 
one more accomplished than the next; and some of  us felt 
compelled to dance to their Cuban, Caribbean tunes.

We were also fortunate enough to have intimate visits 
to artisans’ homes and artist co-ops to hear about their art 
and purchase it to take home. This is the only keepsake US 
citizens can bring home – no rum, no cigars. 

The people of  Cuba love Americans and are so hop-
ing that sometime in the future this embargo by our gov-

ernment will be lifted and they will be able to experience 
some of  the prosperity we as US citizens are so blessed 
to have.

Food is rationed to each citizen ,seven eggs a month, 
three small bread rolls a day, one cup of  rice and some 
soy beans which are exported to Cuba from the US; if  a 
citizen needs or wants any other foods they must find a 
way to purchase it or barter for it.

Stores barely exist and if  they do the shelves are bare.
Russia decided to stop funding Cuba in 1998. On 

average Cubans lost 20 pounds each and were given bi-
cycles by their government, so the citizens took to rid-
ing bikes. Horses and buggies seem to be the mode of  
transportation besides the Russian tanks which they have 
retrofitted with extensions to carry 60-80 people to their 
destinations.

Havana is bustling with cars from 1940s and 1950s 
and the proud owners create parts for their car as no parts 
are to be had anywhere.

The expression “ Necessity is the Mother of  Inven-
tion“ says it all. The Cubans are overflowing with creativ-
ity, ingenuity and tenacity and you know what else? Joy 
and dance and music and hope.

CLE’s 
Nov. trip 
to Cuba 
marks 

2nd 
foreign 

trip

Havana is bustling with cars from 1940s and 1950s and the proud owners create parts 
for their car as no parts are to be had anywhere.

Members 
experience the 

peoples’ joy, dance, 
music and hope.
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A New Year means a new chapter 
in your life:  new opportunities, new 
adventures.  Want to start 2015 off  right?  
Want to lose some weight?  Get back in 
shape?  Resolve to meet at the Town Hall 
at 9:00 a.m. on January 1 to start it off  with 
a run or a walk.

According to an article in Runners 
World magazine, there really is something 
to be said for New Year’s Resolutions.  
“People who make New Year’s resolutions 
are 10 times more likely to achieve their 
goals than those who don’t,” according to 
John C. Norcross, PhD, a University of  
Scranton professor of  psychology who has 
made a study of  so-called “Resolutionaries” 
and how they follow through.  You can’t 
hit a target if  you don’t have one, as the 
saying goes. 

“For those of  us interested in 
maintaining a lifestyle that revolves 
around health and fitness, it’s a wonderful 
opportunity to set some new goals, have 
fun, and meet other like-minded folks,” said 
Highlands Roadrunners Club President 
Richard Betz.  “We welcome everybody in 
the community to join us, whether they are 
runners or not.”

The Resolution Run has no entry fee 
and offers no T-shirts or trophies.  Those 
interested in participating simply gather 
in front of  the Town Hall at 210 North 
Fourth Street on Thursday morning, 
January 1, at 9:00 a.m. and run a three-
mile loop at a relaxed pace around the 
downtown area of  Highlands, returning 
to the Town Hall.  Walking breaks for new 
runners are encouraged.  The run is held 
“come rain or shine or ice or snow,” but 

Annual ‘Resolution Run and Walk’ 
set for Jan. 1

Betz maintains that the weather has been 
perfect for several years, though a little on 
the chilly side on some occasions.

“Running is a great way to stay in shape, 
not only for young people but for old guys 
like me,” Betz says.  “Our running club has 
been successful in attracting and encouraging 
a pretty broad demographic who want to stay 
fit and achieve measurable goals.”  The Club 
welcomes both men and women, and all age 
groups are represented, from those in their 
teens to those in their 70s.”

Many members of  the Club have run 
in races from the 5-K distance (3.1 miles) to 
the marathon (26.2 miles).  While racing is 
not for everyone, even a modest program of  
running or other regular aerobic activity can 
produce remarkable results, from controlling 
weight to improving the condition of  heart 
and circulation to combating depression.  
And there’s an increasing body of  evidence 
that exercise can help prevent Alzheimer’s 
and other age-related diseases as well.

“Many of  the runners in our Club are 
in the best physical condition of  their lives, 
even though they may be in their 50’s, 60’s, 
and beyond,” Betz said.  “In addition to the 
fun and camaraderie, that’s what keeps a lot 
of  us going.”

New this year – join the Highlands Road 
Walkers!  Long-time Club member Glenda 
Bell, a veteran of  the Boston Marathon, will 
be heading up a walking group.  The walkers 
will complete a three-mile loop starting at the 
same time and place as the runners.  Dogs on 
leashes are welcome to come along.

So join the Roadrunners on January 1 in 
front of  the Town Hall building at 9a sharp 
to start the New Year.
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• See SHORTFALL page 18

526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

...SHORTFALL continued from page 1
dent and CEO of  OEI Richard Delany 
and town officials, John Lupoli, of  Lupoli 
Construction was talked into at least bid-
ding the project in hopes that an enclosed 
pool was still a possibility. Swimming could 

then continue past Labor Day when the 
pool typically closes for the season.

The bad news is Lupoli’s bid came in 
way higher than budgeted – $1,211,259 –
but  the good news is the Williams have 
agreed to pay the overage.

The original estimate to enclose the 
pool and presumably renovate the pool 
house was around $750,000 

“Luckily we had given the town the 
$1.11 million for several projects so the 
shortfall was not as bad as it could have 
been,” said Delany. “But Art has generously 
agreed to kick in another $275,000 to cov-
er the shortfall so the town does not have 

to contribute anything to the pool proj-
ect – which includes renovating the pool 
house.”

The original $1.10 million was sup-
posed to enable the town to cover the 
pool, renovate the pool house and replace 
the Rec Park gym floor. Leftover mon-
ey was going to be spent on renovating 
Highlands School’s track and softball field 
area.

Obviously, there isn’t leftover money.
However, according to Delany, the 

Williams may be willing to contribute 
even more money for use at the school.

“We are waiting on numbers for that. 
We had intended to help the school all 
along as part of  the original gift/dona-
tion once we were able to determine what 
funds were left over from the Rec Park 
projects,” said Delany.

This is all in addition to the $100,000 
the Williams have recently committed to 
ball park field house renovation next to 
the Community Building that also came in 
higher than expected. 

Once that is completed, the Williams 
have committed to building an ice-rink 
to the tune of  $150,000-$200,000 on the 
baseball field so there will be winter sport 
options.
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• See INVESTING page 21 

•investing at 4,118 Ft•

Wednesday, Dec. 24

Some of  you may re-
call a book written 
by Shel Silverstein 

(1930-1999) called The 
Giving Tree. It was a book 
about a boy and his rela-
tionship with an apple tree.  
When he was a little boy, 
he enjoyed playing with the 
tree and eating the apples. 
When he became an ado-
lescent, he wanted mon-
ey- so the tree suggested 
he sell her apples. When 
he became an adult, he 
wanted a house, so the tree 
suggested he cut off  her 
branches to build a home. 
When he became middle aged, he wanted 
a boat, so the tree suggested he cut her 
trunk for the lumber to build the boat, 
which left only a short stump of  the once 
majestic tree. When he became a little old 
man, he visited the tree stump and said all 
he wanted was a quiet place to sit and rest. 
And so he did. The story ended with ‘And 
the tree was happy’. 

This is a simple tale (and greatly 
paraphrased by me- please get a copy 
for yourself  to read the real story), but it 
made me think- If  a boy can have a re-
lationship with an apple tree, what’s so 
different about our relationships with our 
own homes? Here’s the same story line as 
told from a Realtor:

This is a story about 
a house. One simple day 
turned into a very special 
day because the couple that 
lived in the house came 
home from the hospital 
with a little baby girl to live 
in the house. The house 
was happy. As the little girl 
grew, she played in the yard 
and in the small four rooms 
of  the house. The little girl 
even ‘played house’ in her 
house. The little girl loved 
her house, and the house 
loved her.

Years passed. The little 
girl had grown into a teen-

ager. She was home less and less, and even 
when she was home, she wasn’t really in-
terested in the house so much. The house 
begged her to play house, skip down the 
hallway, and run around outside  in the 
yard, but the girl shrugged her shoulders 
and said, “I’m too big for that now, I have 
friends and school work, and, and, and.” 
The house thought a few minutes and sug-
gested she bring her friends home to lis-
ten to music, watch a movie, have study 
groups, and, and, and. So the girl did, and 
the house was happy.

More years passed. The little girl was 
moving off  to college. The house said, 
“You’re moving away? What about me?” 

The Giving House

Jeanne Chambers
Chambers Realty &
Vacation Rentals
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•HigHLanDs area events •
Ongoing
• The Cub and Boy Scouts 

of America have three drop offs 
for worn and tattered flags. They 

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will screen Live in HD the hit 
Broadway production Of Mice And Men, filmed on stage by National 
Theatre Live on Saturday, December 20 at 7pm. This landmark revival of 
Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck’s play is a powerful portrait of the 
American spirit and a heartbreaking testament to the bonds of friendship. 
The production was nominated for two Tony Awards®, including Best 
Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role in a Play for Chris O’Dowd. 
Tickets are available online: highlandspac.org or by calling 828.526.9047 
Adults: $18 PAC Members: $15.30  507 Chestnut Street, Highlands

‘Of Mice and Men’ Live in HD Dec. 20

The Highlands Playhouse will be offering another spectacular Spec-
tiCast production, From Here to Eternity: The Musical on December 30 
& 31. Showtimes are at 3 PM

If you missed out on our latest special feature, The Vatican Muse-
ums, be sure to make some time between Christmas and the New Year 
to attend one of the showings for this wonderful production.  There will 
be one showing each day December 30 and 31 at 3pm.  Call the box 
office at 828 526-2695 to reserve your tickets today or buy them before 
one of the shows.  And save room for wine, popcorn or our new nachos 
when you come.  The film will last 2 hours and 30 minutes and includes 
a 15 minute intermission.  

SpectiCast ‘From Here to Eternity: 
The Musical’ at Highlands Playhouse 

Dec. 30 & 31

properly retire them. Drop offs at 
Highlands Doors and Windows 
2242 Dillard Road, the Highlands 
Fire Station or Highlands United 

Methodist Church office. Con-
tact Phil Potts for more informa-
tion 828 526-3719

Monday
• Shortoff Baptist Church 

hosts a non-denominational 
Men’s Meeting the first Monday 
night of each month at 7 pm and 
all men are invited to attend. 

Tuesdays
• Free Community Table 

Dinner at the Community Bldg. 
at 6p.

• Zumba at the Rec Park at 
8:05a. $5.

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9a.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 

9:05a. $5
Wednesdays
• First Baptist Church is 

happy to present a new season of 
X-treme Games at the Highlands 
Rec. Park. The games will be held 
Wednesday nights from 6 to 7:15 
pm. For more information or to 
pre-register your k - 6th grade 
child, please call 526-4153. 

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hud-

son Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies 



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Dec. 18, 2014 - 828-200-1371 - Page 11

•HigHLanDs area events•
at Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 
828-526-3031 for titles.

1st & 3rd Thursdays
• Free local ongoing support 

group for caregivers. Are you in-
volved with the care of a loved 
one who is physically or mentally 
facing challenges? Sponsored by 
The Counseling and Psycho-
therapy Center of Highlands and 
the Highlands United Methodist 
Church, this group meets at 4 
p.m. at Room 203 at the Peggy 
Crosby Center. Facilitated by 
Bonnie Gramlich, a licensed pro-
fessional. Drop in or call for fur-
ther info, 828.342.0546. 

Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Car-

ol at Hudson Library 10:40am. 
Open to the public. 

• Highlands Writers’ Group 
meets every Thursday from 
1-3:30 pm at Hudson Library. 
Writers of all genres welcome. 
For info call 526-8009 or 526-
2295.

• NAMI (National Alliance 
on Mental Illness)offers a peer 
support group for individuals that 
are dealing with depression, anxi-
ety, PTSD, bipolar, schizophrenia, 
etc. and the family members or 
friends of loved ones dealing with 
these challenges. Join us in a safe, 

confidential environment to share 
concerns and gain insight. Join us 
for our Weekly Support Group 
from 7 – 8:15 pm @ 14 West 
Palmer Street in Franklin NC, 
email dcwithnami@yahoo.com, 
Donita (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint 

Guild meets at the Highlands Rec 
Park at 10 a.m. Newcomers wel-
comed.

Last Fri. of each month
• Weight Watchers support 

group meets every Thursday at 
6pm at the Cashiers Community 
Center. Questions? Call Lisa 828-
506-3555 

Saturdays
• Free wine tastings at Moun-

tainTop Wine Shoppe from 1-3p.
Sundays 
• At Highlands Inn, Sequoyah 

Room at 4:30 pm. Multi-denomi-
national, Interactive Bible Study 
and Fellowship. Open to all. 

Thurs., Dec. 18
• This season the Holiday 

Program, presented annually by 
the Highlands-Cashiers Players 
at the Highlands Performing Arts 
Center, is Thursday at 7 p.m. This 
season a dramatic reading of Tru-
man Capote’s touching story, “A 
Christmas Memory” from his 

childhood in rural Alabama will be 
featured. Also a group of area mu-
sicians, playing dulcimers, guitars, 
and fiddle will accompany singers 
for three songs interspersed in the 
reading. A reception downstairs in 
PAC will follow the reading with 
music by the “Mountain High Dul-
cimer Club.” The program is the 
Players gift to the community and 
is free.. 
Fri., Dec. 19-Thurs., Jan. 1

• Movie at The Playhouse: 
Annie. Showtimes are 2, 5, & 8p. 
5p only on Christmas Day and 
only 2 & 5p on Mondays. 

Sat., Dec 20
• Holiday Artisan Market in 

Cafe 460 10a to 4p.
• The Highlands Performing 

Arts Center will screen Live in HD 
the hit Broadway production Of 
Mice And Men, filmed on stage by 
National Theatre Live on Saturday, 
at 7pm. Tickets are available online: 
highlandspac.org or by calling 
828.526.9047 Adults: $18 PAC 
Members: $15.30

• The Nantahala Hiking Club 
will take an easy-to-moderate, up 
and down 3-mile hike to 60 ft. high 
Yellow Branch Falls, one of the 
most beautiful rocky waterfalls in 
western SC. If time allows, a stop 
can be made at nearby Stump 
House Tunnel. Meet at Cashiers 
Rec Park at 9 am, drive 50 miles 
round trip. Call leaders Mike and 
Susan Kettles, 828-743-1079, for 
reservations. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club 
will take a moderate 7-mile hike, 
elevation change 500 ft., on Chunky 
Gal Trail, off the Appalachian Trail 
from Deep Gap in Standing Indian 
area to Glade Gap on Hwy. US 64. 
Meet in Franklin at Westgate Plaza 
at 8:00 a.m., drive 45 miles round 
trip with car shuttle. Call leader 
Don O’Neal, 828-596-5723, for 
reservations. 

Sun., Dec 21
• The Bolshoi Ballet Live in 

HD presents The Nutcracker at 
the Highlands Performing Arts 
Center on Sunday at 12:55pm. 
Tickets are available online: 
highlandspac.org or by calling 
828.526.9047  Adults: $20 PAC 
Members: $17 Students: $10  .

• The Nantahala Hiking Club 
will take an easy-to-moderate 1.5-
mile hike in the Standing Indian 

The Bolshoi Ballet Live in HD presents The Nutcracker at the High-
lands Performing Arts Center on Sunday, December 21 at 12:55pm. 
The Nutcracker begins on Christmas Eve, Marie’s godfather, Dros-
selmeyer, gives her a strange toy: a wooden nutcracker carved in the 
shape of a little man. At midnight, when the celebrations are over, 
all the toys magically comes flying to the rescue of Marie, who is 
threatened by the Mouse King and his mouse army. Based on E. T. 
A. Hoffmann’s story, The Nutcracker is one of the greatest classics 
in the world. Tickets are available online: highlandspac.org or by call-
ing 828.526.9047 Adults: $20 PAC Members: $17 Students: $10 507 
Chestnut Street Highlands

‘The Nutcracker’ Live in HD Dec. 21

area to see the Wasilik Poplar Tree, 
named for a former Wayah District 
Ranger, JohnWasilik. Second largest 
Yellow Poplar tree in the U.S with 
diameter of 8.4 ft., it stood 135 
ft. tall before it was topped by 
Hurricane Opal in 1998. Meet in 
Franklin at Westgate Plaza at 2 
p.m, drive 36 miles round trip. Call 
leaders Diana/Rudolph, 765-318-
9981, for reservations. Visitors, 
families and children welcome! No 
dogs please.

Thurs., Dec. 25
• Annual Christmas Day 

Dinner Buffet at HCC’s Hudson 
House from 11a to 5p. Call 526-
9419 for reservations.

Sat., Dec 27 
• The Nantahala Hiking 

Club will take a moderate-to-
strenuous7-mile hike, elevation 
change 1300 ft., on the Bradley 
Fork/Smokemont Loop in Smoky 
Mts. National Park, with a side trip 
to Chasteen Creek Cascade, then 
up and along Richland Ridge back 

to Smokemont Campground. Meet 
at Oconaluftee Visitor Center at 9  
am., drive 72 miles round trip from 
Franklin, 8 miles more from Visitor 
Center. Call leader Keith Patton, 
828-456-8895, for reservations. 
Hike limited to 15 people.

Tues. & Wed., Dec. 30 & 
31

• The Highlands Playhouse 
will be offering another spectacu-
lar SpectiCast production, From 
Here to Eternity: The Musical on 
December 30 & 31. Showtimes 
are at 3 PM. Call the box office 
at 828 526-2695 to reserve your 
tickets

Thurs., Jan. 1
• Annual Resolution Run and 

Walk in front of the Town Hall 
building at 9a sharp.

Thurs.-Sun., Feb. 19-22
• HCP’s “Murder Not Pro-

hibited” at PAC. 
Thurs.-Sun., Feb 27-March 
• HCP’s “Murder Not Pro-

hibited” at PAC. 
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Storewide 
SALE!
Shoes,

Boots, and 
more!

Open Daily • 10a to 5p

526-3909
468 Carolina Way

Home Decor,  
Art & Antiques, too

Holiday Sale 
15% off furniture

1152 n. 4th street, highlands
828.526.0101

... a gathering  
of unconventional objects

Happy Holiday Shopping Highlands!

Come See 
Us This 
Holiday 

Season for 
Some Fun 
Holiday 

Shopping!

828-787-2473 • 488 E. Main

Holiday 
Specials!

• All Highlands custom polar 
fleece 50% OFF

• All Highlands custom T’s  
50% OFF

• All RUGS and PILLOWS  
50% OFF

• All CHILDRENS Collegiate 
clothing 50% OFF

SELECT Women’s Collegiate 
Hoodies and tops 50% OFF

• SELECT Collegiate Coolers/
Totes 50%-60% OFF

• SELECT Collegiate Grilling 
Aprons 50% OFF

• SELECT Balsamic Vinegars 
and Olive Oils 50% OFF

• SELECT COFFEES 40% OFF 
whole bean or ground

BAGS 
on 

MAIN
Next to The Toy Store

Main Street • 828-526-9415

Sale Underway!
The 

Christmas Tree
357 Main Street

(Next to AnnaWear)
828-526-3687
Open Daily

The night before 
Christmas will be 

here soon ...
Come see us!

Now bigger with even more to love! 
the boutique 

326 Main St. • 828-482-4375

30%
40%

50% 
End of 
Season 
Sale in 

Progress!
...on the lines 

you LOVE!
Additional 10% off already 

reduced merchandise
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SALE SALE SALE

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

for Holiday Shopping!

Free People
Michael Stars 

Tees, BB Dakota,
CP Shades, 

Bedstu Boots
...and more!  

JEANS  
~ Joes

~ 7 for all 
mankind

~ Citizens, 
AG, 

Hudson

STOREWIDE
SALE!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 74th season on Main Street

Friday-Saturday • 11-5
828-526-3160

End of Year
CLEARANCE SALE!

Happy Holiday Shopping Highlands!

Now bigger with even more to love!
the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Visit Jolies 
for your 
holiday 

shopping
20%-70% off 
most items.

Open Year 
Round

446 Main Street
828-526-3963

Jolie’s...
Highlands’

Fun Place to Shop!

75% 
OFF

Summer
Clearance

Up to 50% OFF 
Fall Collections...

Ask about our 
Winter Pass!

338 Main St.
526-4777

SALE!
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon. 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Everyday 9a to 6p
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Local Apples, NC Sweet Potatoes, Mtn. Cabbage, Pie Pumpkins, Candy 
Roasters, Local Collard and Turnip Greens, Rutabaga, Turnips, Eggs, Coun-
try Ham, Side Meat, Amish Butter, New Crop mixed Nuts, Pecans, Large 
Variety of Cider, James and Jellies, Local Honey, Fritters, Cinnamon Pecan 
Bread, Large assortment candy, Gift Baskets, Fresh Frazier Fir Christmas 
Trees and much more. Hope to see you soon!

Buy One 5ml Latisse 
Get One 3ml FREE
(while supplies last)

Dr. Robert Buchanan
Center for Plastic Surgery

209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 202
526-3783

• business/organization news • 

Employees of  The High-
lands Community Child De-
velopment Center (HCCDC) 
recently honored Bob Wright 
with a retirement luncheon in 
appreciation and recognition for 
his years of  service. In 

addition, the board of  di-
rectors presented him with a 
gift certificate to The Kitchen 
CarryAway and Catering. After 

the first of  the year, the board 
will host an event to recognize 
Wright’s 15 years as a volunteer, 
board member, treasurer, and 
business manager for the Center. 

In the early days, Wright 
was instrumental in transforming 
the Center from what was once 
known as Presbyterian Day Care 
to its current status as a 501(c)(3) 
charitable corporation. Along the 

way, he became a familiar face to 
the children, parents, employees 
and visitors who pass through 
the doors at the Center’s Church 
Street location. 

“Bob is like one of  the fam-
ily,” said Executive Director Pat 
Hedden. “We will certainly miss 
his faithfulness and dedication to 
the Center, but he promises to 
come back and visit.” 

The Highlands Community 
Child Development Center is 
a 501(c)(3) corporation whose 
mission is to provide affordable, 
high-quality preschool child care 
and early childhood education 
to promote optimal cognitive, 
physical, emotional, and social Bob Wright and his loyal com-

panion, Sammy

development in a safe and loving 
environment to young children 
and their families regardless of  
race, color, national origin, gen-
der, age, disability, religion, or 
financial status. 

The Center, which is open 
year-round, is licensed by the 
state of  North Carolina to serve 
66 preschool children, ages 3 
months to 5 years, whose par-
ents work or attend school in 
Macon and Jackson Counties. 

For more information, 
contact Pat Hedden at 828-526-
8905 or visit the Center at 89 
Church Street, Highlands. 

Wright retires from Highlands Community Child Development Center

The ‘Adopt a Tree’ project 
at the Eckerd Living Center has 
been a huge success!

Thanks to the kind and gen-
erous participation of  the fol-
lowing:

• Main Lobby - 
Town of  Highlands
• Nurses’ Station - 

Highlands Rotary Club 
• Dining Room - 

Four Seasons Hospice
• Activities Room – 

MountainTop Rotary Club 
• Media Room  Highlands Cable 

Group in Loving Memory of  
Nona Hornbeak            

• Library/Reading Room - 
The Little Flower Shop
• Conference Room - 

Mayor Patrick Taylor & Family 
in Loving Memory of  

Berrien Chidsey

Highlands 
Community 

comes through 
for 

Eckerd Living 
Center

Come Join
Christ Church of the Valley 

in Cashiers for the 
Christmas Eve Carol and 

Candlelight Service
5pm • 743-5470

The last paper for 2014 and the first paper of 2015 is a 
combo issue; Dec. 25/Jan 1.

Please email ads or editorial by the close of business, 
Fri. Dec. 19 • highlandseditor@aol.com
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Come Join
Christ Church of the Valley 

in Cashiers for the 
Christmas Eve Carol and 

Candlelight Service
5pm • 743-5470
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• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 17

Proverbs 3:5 • PLaces to worsHiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 9:15a Christian Education at Buck’s Coffee Cashiers 

Crossroads; 10:30a Faithful, Family Service w/ Music & 
Communion. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

Wednesdays –7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Eucharist Rite 1 8a in chapel; Education 
and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, 

(sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-

9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ) 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-

9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth:7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 7- Oct 26-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. Child Care - 10:30a - 12:30p 
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  

Youth 8th - 12th grade meets 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30p
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

• sPirituaLLy sPeaking • John 3:16

By Paul Christy
Highlands United Methodist Church

This year at our church we gave out Advent Devo-
tional books to anyone that wanted them. Nor-
mally, I confess that I don’t pay much attention to 

some of  the books we hand out for devotions at Christ-
mas and Easter because after all I am a preacher and I have 
my own devotional books. (I bet you didn’t know preach-
ers thought that way!) But this book was different mainly 
because my wife kept saying to me every morning, “Paul 
you have to read today’s devotion.” I would say OK, I will 
when I have time. But one morning after running, I came 
in to get ready for work and the page was open and I read 
it before leaving the house and I was like, wow.

James Moore a retired Methodist preacher from Tex-
as wrote it and I must say that this is one of  the best devo-
tional books I have ever read, and I am sorry that it took 
someone prodding me to get me to read it. I do believe 
that each day I have been challenged and inspired. There-
fore, I want to share one of  the stories that Dr. Moore 
wrote in his devotional. 

He told the story of  a first-grader who walked into his 
class room with his shirt pulled up and and was sticking 
out his stomach. The teacher said, “Johnny, why are you 
standing there sticking out your stomach?” Johnny said, 
“Well I had a stomachache this morning and I went to 
see the nurse and said, if  I could just stick it out till noon 
maybe it would be OK.” 

I love that story because I think on some level we can 
all relate to it. How many of  us have been told to just stick 
it out a little while longer or just hang in there things will 
get better only to find out sometimes that really doesn’t 
work? 

One of  the most beautiful things about the Christmas 
story is that God looked at the world and said you don’t 
have to just stick it out anymore. I am going to send my 
Son to show you a more excellent way to live and to love.

You see when it is all said and done, Christmas is 
about God loving the world and saying to all of  us, “You 
don’t have to stick it out anymore.” God came to love this 

You don’t have to stick it out alone
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• Fire rePort •

...SPIRITUALLY 
SPEAKING continued 
from page 16

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Rare & Unique Gifts

CHRISTMAS SALE
More than 50% off!

On the corner of 3rd & Spring 
828-526 4818

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
Dept. log entries from Dec. 9

Dec. 9
• At 2:52 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Mountain 
Shadows.

Dec. 10
• At 1:50 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to Satulah Falls Lane.
Dec. 11
• At 4:52 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to Blue Valley Road.
Dec. 12
• At 11:44 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to Clubhouse Trail 
Dec. 13
• At 3:59 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence o Sagee 
Woods.

• At 7:05 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a residence on Hickory 
Hill Road.

Dec. 15
• At 6:11 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Queen 
Mountain Road.

world and God did that in a very unique 
and powerful way, through a manger and 
a babe. 

So as you celebrate this special Holy 
day called Christmas, I simply ask that at 
some point when you are gathered with 
family and friends that you pause and stop 
and thank God for the gift of  God’s love 
and grace. We hear the cliche all the time, 
remember the reason for the season, and 
I just want us all to remember that the real 
reason for this time of  year is God loving 
the world enough to want to be a part of  
our lives. 

So when you see injustice, when you 
see suffering, when you experience sepa-
ration remember, you don’t have to stick 
it out all alone, God is with you. Merry 
Christmas and I pray that we as a com-
munity, care, share and love one another. 

And please don’t tell my wife the only 
reason I read the Advent devotional book 
was because she kept asking me to, I want 
her to think I did that on my own. I mean, 
I am a preacher after all.

MOUNTAINTOP ROTARY CLUB

HELPING THE HUNGRY IN OUR 
COMMUNITY

PURCHASE A MEAL OR GIFT 
CARD TO SHARE WITH OUR 
COMMUNITY DURING THE 

HOLIDAY SEASON

BRYSON’S GIFT CARDS  
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 

at
BRYSON’S FOOD STORE

$20 GIFT CARDS  

DINNER MEAL CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 

$19.95 EACH

ALL DONATIONS WILL BE 
SHARED BETWEEN HIGHLANDS 

EMERGENCY COUNCIL AND 
OUR LOCAL FOOD BANK

Thank You for Your Support!
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Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome. 

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

NEW LOCATION!
Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

& Maggie Rogers 
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

• Hs sPorts • They also agreed to finance all op-
eration costs of  the ice rink for five years 
– staffing, utilities and maintenance. The 
plans are to install the ice-rink November 
of  2015 so it can be used until spring.

At the Thursday, Oct. 11 Town 
Board meeting, commissioners voted 
unanimously to accept the Williams’ offer 
of  the additional $275,000 which was set 
to run out Dec. 31, 2014.

The budget for the project is 
$1,049,994 for the pool enclosure; 
$161,265 to renovate the pool house for a 
total of  $1,211,259; $175,000 for the Rec 
Park’s new gym floor. The total contribu-
tion by the Williams is $1,386,259. They 
also donated $100,000 for the overage for 
the baseball field house project.

DynaDome Pool Enclosures will 
construct the pre-fab glass panels for the 
retractable enclosure off-site; construc-
tion of  the enclosure is expected to take 
6-7 weeks. 

According to Town Manager Bob 
Frye, barring bad weather or a problem 
getting materials delivered, Lupoli is con-
fident he can meet the town’s deadline 
and have the project – enclosure and pool 
house completed in time to open May 31.

Frye said if  the town chose to de-
lay the project, it would lose the extra 
$275,000 from the Williams as well as risk 
overall project cost increases.

In other Town Board news, Frye dis-
cussed ongoing projects.

The wall on Third Street has been 
constructed and it is currently being faced 
with rock to match the wall at the Town 
Hall complex; the draw-down of  Lake 
Sequoyah has begun, the NC 28 water 
line work is underway; and the town’s 
consulting legal firm in Washington, D.C. 
is monitoring the FERC permit request 
proceedings.

“The Mayor has submitted our ‘No-
tice to Intervene’ as has the Federal Dept. 
of  Interior, the USFS and DENR. Our 
consulting firm says it is likely Advanced 
HydroPower, Inc. of  Clovis, CA, will be 
granted its notice to proceed but but then 
must clear hurdles of  about 18 agencies 
which is likely several years out,” he said.

Commissioner Brian Stiehler was 
elected Mayor Pro Tempore. He had made 
a motion to re-elect Mayor Pro Tempore 
Donnie Calloway, but on Commissioner 
Amy Patterson’s suggestion that each 
commissioner have a chance at the role, 
Stiehler was unanimously elected.

Cassie Wilson of  Starnes & Associ-
ates delivered an abbreviated version of  
the town’s 2013-’14 audit and announced 
that the town “had a clean report.”

– Kim Lewicki

Varsity Boys 
Basketball

Zoran Nastasic, 
Colin Weller, 

Cole Drummonds, 
Jose Jimenez, 
Johnny Lupoli
Jackson Hall

Evan Williams,
 Brent Amundrud, 

Chris Benton. 
Head Coach: 

Brad Bergman. 
Manager: 

Pablo Aquayoroman

Middle School Basketball
Tuesday, Dec. 9, the Middle School 

basketball teams hosted Cullowhee Valley 
School. Both teams took a loss. The girls’ 
score was 36 to 18. The boys’ score was 
49 to 32.

Varsity Basketball
Tuesday, Dec. 9, Highlands’ Varsity 

teams hosted Nantahala. 
The girls came out strong outscoring 

Nantahala in the first half  34 to 14 with 
Madison Lloyd high scorer ending the first 
half  with 10 of  the 34 points.

The girls came out in the second 
half  once again playing impressively with 
Whitney Billingsley the high scorer with 8 
points. The girls went on to win 64 to 28.

The boys played a close game end-
ing the first half  with a score of  19 to 15 
with Brent Amundrud high scorer with 9 
points.

They came out stronger in the second 
half  beating Nantahala 59 to 44 with once 
again Brent Amundrud high scorer with an 
impressive 18 points.

The teams traveled to Cherokee on 
Friday, Dec. 12. The girls lost 30 to 74. The 
leading scorers were Madison Lloyd with 
10 points and Kirstyn Lamb with 9 points. 
The boys also lost 78 to 48. Leading scor-
ers were Brent Amundrud with 19 points 
and Johnny Lupoli with 10 points. 

On Monday, Dec. 15, the teams trav-
eled to Walhalla. The girls lost 47 to 51. The 
leading scorers were Kirstyn Lamb with 21 
points and Ann Marie Crowe with 8 points. 

The boys also lost 47 to 70. Lead scor-
ers were Brent Amundrud with 20 points 
and Johnny Lupoli with 13 points.

The week in review
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828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

...PAY PLAN continued from page 3
“Macon County could have chosen 

to opt out of  developing a differentiated 
pay plan, too,” said Dr. Baldwin. “While 
there is a preponderance of  research that 
has found that market-based strategies 
don’t work in education where teamwork 
is essential for the success of  students, 
NC educational policy makers have made 
it clear that this is the direction that our 
state is moving. This means that future NC 
teacher pay increases will be tied to student 
performance on standardized tests.”

Dr. Baldwin said there is no research 

to support performance-based pay increas-
es are effective in education, but since the 
state plans to enforce it regardless, Macon 
County wanted to develop a plan in hopes 
of  having some input in the process. 

“As you know, the 25 percent plan 
last year was struck down,” said Dr. Bald-
win. “Our district chose to opt out of  
that state-developed plan last year due to 
the fact that there was no fair, and prac-
tical way to implement such an arbitrary 
plan in our district. This time our district 

• See PAY PLAN page 22
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988.

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

U Call We Hall Junk Removal & 
Property Cleanout Service

Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, 
Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll takeyour Trash & 
Save you some Cash. Cheaper than a Dumpster 

& we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

J&M Towing  
Service

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

Mary James  828-349-9814

Bookkeeping & Administrative Services

Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor®

mjames@allaroundofficesolutions.com
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...INVESTING from page 9

You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

 ER and Acute Registered Nurses
MDS Coordinator

Annual Gift Officer
Major Gift Officer

Unit Clerk
Certified Nursing Assistant

Pharmacy Tech
Administrative Assistant.

SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS
$17/wk BW weekly

$22/wk/color weekly

CLASSIFIED ADS
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents per word thereafter weekly

($2 extra for yellow highlight)

• biz/org news • 

Jacqueline F. Ring, 
RN, FACHE, NEA-BC 
will join the hospital as 
President/Chief  Nursing 
Officer (CNO). She steps 
into the newly combined 
role created as part of  a 
regional restructuring pro-
cess at Mission Health’s 
regional member hospitals. 
The role includes account-
ability for nursing practice 
and patient care standards 
and active participation in 
the development of  op-
erations of  the regional 
network of  care, all in sup-
port of  achieving Mission’s 
BIG(GER) Aim.

Ring is board certified 
by the American College 
of  Healthcare Executives 
(ACHE) and is a Certified 
Nursing Executive, Ad-
vanced, by the American 
Nurses Credentialing Cen-
ter (ANCC). Her career 
has spanned four decades 
in North Carolina and 
Virginia, most recently as 
Chief  Operating Officer/
Chief  Nursing Officer at 
Johnston Health in Smith-
field, North Carolina. In 
that role she implemented 
the fundamental princi-
ples of  a magnet nursing 
program, and oversaw a 
start-up outpatient facility 
providing surgery, imaging 
and ancillary services that 
ultimately converted to a 
full-service acute care hos-
pital. She previously held 
leadership positions at Bon 
Secours St. Francis Medi-

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
will welcome a new 
president on Dec. 29

cal Center in Midlothian, 
Virginia; Southside Com-
munity Hospital in Farm-
ville, Virginia; and Chatham 
Hospital in Siler City, North 
Carolina. Over the course 
of  her career she worked 
extensively in pediatrics and 
women’s and infants’ ser-
vices, served as a pediatric 
nursing instructor, and con-
sulted nationally as a clini-
cal expert in maternal-child 
services.

Ring replaces outgo-
ing hospital president Craig 
James, and will report to 
Kathy Guyette, MSN, RN, 
NEA-BC, Mission Health’s 
Senior Vice President of  
Patient Care Services and 
President, Regional Mem-
ber Hospitals.

“We are so pleased to 
welcome Jackie Ring to our 
community and to the Mis-
sion Health family,” said 
Guyette. “Jackie’s extensive 
knowledge of  and passion 
for the important work of  
small community hospitals 
make her a natural fit for 
Highlands-Cashiers, and we 
are confident of  a bright fu-
ture under her leadership.”

In addition to a bach-
elor of  science in nursing 
degree from UNC-Char-
lotte, Ring holds a master’s 
in business administration 
and a master’s in healthcare 
administration from Pfei-
ffer University, and expects 
to complete a PhD from 
UNC-Chapel Hill in 2015.

The girl answered, “Don’t worry, I’ll be back. Mom and 
Dad will still be here. You’re still my home, I’ll just be 
living in another place for a while. I’ll leave my room just 
like it is now, and I’ll come home when I can.” That made 
the house happy. 

Even more years passed. The little girl had kept her 
promise- well, some of  them. She visited a lot at first, 
but the visits became shorter and shorter. But one day 
when the girl came to visit, she came with a man, and he 
proposed one evening sitting in the front porch swing.  
The house was happy at first, but it knew something was 
going on when the father turned the little girl’s room into 
an office.

More years passed. The girl continued to visit through 
the years. First she and her husband came with a dog, then 
a child of  her own, then another child. They had a fam-
ily of  their own, and bought a house miles away just for 
them.  The house asked the girl ‘Why not stay here? The 
girl answered, “Well, for one thing, there’s not room, and 
another thing is that we have our own house.” The house 
was sad except for the times when the girl came to visit 
with her little children. They played in the house just like 
the girl had done so many years before.

More years passed. The girl’s parents had gotten very 
old and tired. There was talk of  them moving away and 
selling the house. The house was terrified. Later, the girl 
was visiting, and cleaning the house out after her parents 
were gone. The house was sad and said, “Please don’t let 
me be empty.” The girl listened to the house and made a 
decision.

The grown up girl and her family added on to the 
house, making the rooms larger and added another bed-
room for their growing family. Her children played in the 
yard, and ran through the halls, and filled the house with 
laughter again. And the house was very happy.

As stated at the beginning of  this article, this is a 
simple tale. We all know life doesn’t always have a story-
book ending. In this tale, the ‘house’ represents all of  the 
homes you’ve lived in. Buying and selling homes are some 
of  the biggest commitments you will ever make. Having 
a Realtor helps you with those decisions, and can make 
the whole process easier. One of  the things we preach is 
‘Don’t let emotions be the driving force when buying and 
selling’ which is pretty much the exact opposite of  THIS 
story.  We all know houses can’t actually talk, but if  you 
listen, and listen really well, you just may hear one of  them 
say, “Pick me, pick me!  I’ll make you a nice home.”

• Jeannie and Tucker Chambers are owners/Brokers 
at Chambers Realty and Vacation Rentals located at 401 
N. Fifth Street in Highlands. Whether you believe houses 
can talk or not, Tucker and Jeannie are here year round to 
listen- to you and your house.
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rooms, hardwood floors, full 
kitchen, jacuzzi tub, fireplace, 
W/D, and lots of closet space. 
Call 828-421-4681.(st. 12/4)

1BR/1BA APARTMENT. 
All utilities included. No pets. 
828-200-2061. (st. 11/26) 

HIGHLANDS CREEK 
VILLAGE. 460 DILLARD 
ROAD. Live or/and work, units 
available. Please Call 828-787-
1923 for tour. (12/18)

TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM THREE 
BATH HOUSES AVAIL-
ABLE. Just 3 miles from Main 
St. Freshly painted and Pro-
pane Heat. 6-12 month lease 
available. Call 828-421-4681. 
(st. 11/20)

2 BR APT. IN TOWN. 
Walk to work, shop, eat. Unfur-
nished. $675 + utilities. Cynthia 
(828) 526-9227. (st. 10/30)

SAPPHIRE NC. Parti-
tioned Home for lease”- 2 Bed-
room (mountain views) with 
2-car Garage. Easy access Sap-
phire NC. 561-346-6400 (11/20)

VACATION RENTAL
DAYTONA 500 OCEAN-

F R O N T  W / B A L C O -
NY-2/15/15-2/22-15. Sleeps 4, 
full kitchen, w/d and all amenities. 
Beside the Oceanwalk Shoppes 
and restaurants. $2,100 (828) 
349-1135. Spacious, (12/18)

CLEAN 2/2 COTTAGE 
IN SKY VALLEY. $540 weekly. 
$1900 monthly. Furnished, utilities 
included, carport/ extra parking. 
Call: 706-746-3593. (st. 9/4)

RESIDENTIAL FOR 
SALE

CABINS FOR SALE/
RENT. Located on Sawmill Road 
in Clear Creek. 4.63 acres. Call 
828-526-2720. Price Negotiable. 
(12/4)

2 B E D / 2 B AT H  1 . 2 0 
AC. Fantastic views & Priva-
cy $88,999.00. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@
facebook. (st. 8/7) 

2BR/1BA HOME. Clear 
Creek Road. New exterior paint, 
inside paint, Brand new appliances, 
new flooring throughout. $165,000. 
(828) 526 2288/ (828)482-2385. 
(st. 9/25)

SECLUDED, BUT JUST 
MINUTES TO TOWN, Ador-

able two bedroom home with 
great views and outdoor living 
spaces. Call 828-421-4681. (st. 
5/29)

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE
1.23 ACRES. SEPTIC 

SYSTEM. Located off Sassafras 
Gap to Hidden Springs Road. Call 
828-526-2720. Price Negotiable. 
(12/4)

LAND FOR SALE IN 
CLEAR CREEK: 2.18 acre 
parcel has road frontage on Mack 
Wilson Rd. $17,000. Any reason-
able offers will be considered. Call 
828-526-2874. (st. 10/23)

FOR SALE BY OWNER 
– 3 building lots in the gated 
community of Rustic Falls. Ma-
con County tax records value at 
$51,000 each. Must sell due to 
health reasons. Asking $15,000 
each. Call owner at 803-640-6004. 
(St. 5/1)

ITEMS FOR SALE 
QUEEN SIZE CHER-

RY SLEIGH BED (FRAME 
ONLY) $350. Dark wood dea-
cons bench $50. 828-200-0397 
(st. 12/11)

SAMSUNG 55” FLAT 
SCREEN TV W/50” STAND. 
$400. In Otto. 828-349-1453. 
(12/18).

WINTER GREETINGS 
EVERYDAY CHINA BY 
LENOX. 17 plates, 13 salad 
plates, 14 mugs, 1 platter. perfect 
condition. $550. 828-200-9777. 
(st. 11/20)

5TH-WHEEL MOTOR 
HOME. Wanderer by Thor. 
27ft. w/10ft. slideout. 2ft. repair 
needed. $2,500. 828-200-9143. 
(st. 10/30)

PIANOS FOR SALE - 2 
consoles, 1 spinet, 1 upright, 1 
electric organ, $150 each, all 
5 for $500. Call 526 4818 (st. 
10/23)

WORMY CHESTNUT 
FOR SALE: Approximately 300 
square feet of ¾” wormy chest-
nut wainscot milled and finished. 
Board length 36”; width varies 
from 4” to 8”. $2800 lot price. 
404-944-5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES
ALL AROUND OFFICE 

SOLUTIONS – Bookkeeping 
Services, Payroll Prep, Payroll Tax 

YARD SALE
THE WINDY GAP BAP-

TIST CHURCH RELAY FOR 
LIFE TEAM WILL HAVE A 
YARD SALE Friday & Saturday, 
December 12 & 13 from 8 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. at Hollands Storage 
Units and Detail Shop on Depot 
Street in Franklin.  There will be 
some Christmas items, clothes, 
a solid wood gun cabinet, some 
exercise equipment, and more.  
This is a fundraiser for their 
Relay for Life team. 

HELP WANTED
MOUNTAIN FRESH 

GROCERY IN HIGHLANDS 
is hiring full-time for positions 
on the grill. Contact Don at 
828.526.2400

PART-TIME BOOK-
KEEPER POSITION with 
Quickbooks experience needed 
at the Highlands ABC Store. 
Applications are available at the 
store in Highlands Plaza. 828-
526-5470. (st. 10/9) 

EXPERIENCED ELEC-
TRICIAN NEEDED. Edwards 
Electrical Services. 828-526-
5147. (st. 10/2)

LEAD LINE COOK & 
DISHWASHER needed at 
casual fine dining, up to $13/
hour or salary B.O.E. jasoncan-
cilla2012@gmail.com (st. 6/19)

CNA, NURSES, CARE-
GIVERS needed for Home 
Care Agency serving Older 
Adults in Macon, Jackson and 
Transylvania counties. Call 828-
200-9000. (st. 5/15) 

SALES ASSOCIATE 
FOR HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS, NC. full time. 
part-time and seasonal. Must 
be available to work weekends. 
Retail clothing sales experience 
preferred. Please call 828-200-
1703. (st. 3/13) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR 
RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT IN 
BLUE VALLEY. $1,650. 
4BR/3.5BA. Unfurnished. 
6 month lease or possible 
month-to-month. 828-713-
6101. (st. 12/11)

DOWNTOWN APART-
MENT, spacious 2 bed-

Prep, Billing Services, Virtual As-
sistant, Data Base Management, 
Administrative Services, Research 
Assistance, Quickbooks Set-up 
and Training. Call Mary James at 
828-421-0002 or email mjames@
allaroundofficesolutions.com (st. 
12/4)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208. (st. 12/4)

MARK’S SEDAN SER-
VICE – Airport transportation, 
winter-fall tours. Call or Text 
239-292-3623. Mark9398@aol.
com (st. 9/11)

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
– Electrical, plumbing, pressure 
cleaning, painting, carpentry, yard-
work. References. Call Al Edgar 
at cell: 332-7271 or 369-6245.
(11/30) 

THOROUGH CLEAN 
– General, spring, construction 
References available 706-982-
1504. (st. 8/7) 

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for 
premium low mileage automobiles 
828-347-6600. (st. 6/5) 

H I G H L A N D S - C A -
SHIERS HANDYMAN: Re-
pairs, remodeling, painting, pres-
sure washing, minor plumbing and 
electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. 
(10/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & 
SHUTTLE: Let Charlie Dash-
er handle your transportation 
whether it’s to the airport, a spe-
cial event, or just around town. Van 
service for weddings. Licensed and 
insured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY 
SMELL IN YOUR HOME? Call 
for free inspection. 828-743-0900.

J & J  L A W N  A N D 
L A N D S C A P I N G 
SERVICES:Complete Landscap-
ing Company, Design, Installation 
and Maintenance. Also featuring 
Plants, Trees, Hardscapes, Water 
Features, Rockwork, Fencing, 
Drainage, Erosion Control and 
RR-Tie work. Serving the High-
lands/Cashiers area since 1988. 
828-526-2251.

has been given the opportu-
nity to develop a plan that best 
fits each school in our district. 
I commend the committee of  
principals and School Improve-
ment Team chairpersons for 
developing the plan that will be 
submitted by our county pend-
ing school board approval. They 
worked hard to come up with a 
plan that allows each school to 
reward student achievement and 
teamwork.”

According to the current 
plan, which stands to be tweaked 
before being submitted to the 
state next month, differentiated 
bonuses for classroom teachers 
will be distributed to positions 
that are hard to staff  within  the 
district. Those positions include 
positions that are difficult to 
staff  for high needs schools and 
specific subject areas including 
math, science, English II and 
special education. The proposed 
plan includes a $1,500 signing 
bonus, pending certification, in 
this high needs areas. 

The second portion of  the 
plan proposes that each Macon 
County school identified as ex-
ceeding academic growth by 
EVAAS would receive a sup-
plement of  $200 per student. 
Schools identified as meeting 
academic growth by EVAAS 
would receive a supplement of  
$150 per student. 

The School Improvement 
Team would be responsible for 
distributing the funds through-
out the district, which is one 
point in debate among school 
board members. While the state’s 
directive is for local districts to 
develop a plan for bonuses for 
teachers, Macon County leaders 
would like to see the bonuses 
available for a school as a whole, 
including custodians, secretar-
ies, and other jobs outside of  
teachers. School board officials 
explained that all of  those posi-
tions are vital in the successful 
operation of  a school. 

With uncertainties such as 
the amount of  money available 
for districts and who the plan 
can target, the MC Board of  Ed 
elected to take the plan under ad-
visement and meet again before 
the January 15 submission dead-
line to further consider the plan. 
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

15

19

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James.
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

21

Cosper Flowers

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

“At our New Location”
95 Highlands Plaza

between Bryson’s and
the Dry Cleaners

Tu-Fri 11-5, Sat 10-1
828-526-8671

22

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 20th Season!

Closed Mon.. Tues. and Wed.
Bistro Service Starts at 4p

Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

This spot available for 2015
Email 

highlandseditor@aol.com 
for details

Santa

We Are Your 
Barber, too!

Traditional Barbering  
for Men 

Straight Razor Cuts
with Cirino at
Michael’s Hair

121 Main St. in Wright Sq. 
shop (828) 526-1899 

or cell (772) 532-0706
Winter SPECIAL! $15/men

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC
Amazing Buy & Value! 

5BR/5BA with additional 
office, Family Room, Wet 
Bar, Wine Cellar, Custom 
Built-ins, Vaulted Ceilings, 
2-car garage, 4,000+ sq. ft. 

of living space!
$737,000

MLS# 71104

WALK TO TOWN!
Village Walk Upper Level 

condo in “like new”  
condition. 3BR/3BA,  

Outdoor Living Space with 
Fireplace Luxury Finishes 

Throughout!
$725,000

MLS# 80289



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
NEW LOCATION in Town Square.

343-D
Main Street.

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

jajosborn@gmail.com • pat. f. allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for Dinner 
at 5:30p.

Bar opens at 4p.
Sunday Brunch  

11a to 2p

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
Daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

40

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

Leslie Cook,
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn, 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us
for our 30th year.

Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.
Every Evening


