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Winter weather affects school calendar; sports

Due to snow days’there will be school March 28, April 11 and June 13

Rescheduling games due to
winter weather is one obstacle
Macon County Schools must deal
with. Other ways schools, teach-
ers and students are impacted

Highlands

in the storm

While Mother Nature spent
three days depositing a foot of
snow across the Highlands Plateau
before it moved northeast causing
havoc, most Highlanders hunkered
down in front of fireplaces, curled
up with a good book or had TV
marathons.

State of Emergency calls
were sent out from the town and
county requesting residents to stay
indoors and off the roads and not
to expect garbage pickup!

But as one day off from work
and kids home from school turned
into three days, followed by the
weekend, mothers were willing to
offer their children to the lowest
bidder.

When the snow finally
stopped Friday (though it did
snow again Friday night) and
the sun came out for good on
Saturday people were found
sledding, building snowmen and
enjoying winter time out of doors.

All things considered,
Highlands fared very well during
the storm better than during the
recent Polar Vortex where there

eSee STORM page 11

The
SUMMER HOUSE
‘Home Furnishing
Center’

Mon.-Sat. 9-5
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

include  reaching  curriculum
milestones, testing and cancelled
teacher workdays.

According to  Highlands
School Athletic Director Brett

Lamb, the Valentine’s Day Senior
Night home game at Highlands
School vs. Blue Ridge Feb. 14 was
postponed due to winter weather
and rescheduled for Tuesday, Feb.

18. This also means the con-
ference tournament dates will
change. Those dates will be an-
nounced once the Athletic Ditrec-

eSee WEATHER page 5

Fun in the snow after the storm

During the storm that started in earnest the night of Tuesday, Feb. | | and continued through the weekend
dumping 12 inches of snow across the plateau, schools were closed as were shops and many businesses but
as soon as the skies cleared and the snow stopped families who had been holed up in their homes for days
hit Monkey Hill and the slopes at Scaly for some much needed outdoor recreation. Shown here, little girls
with their little snowmen on Saturday in Scaly.

Photo by Jim Lewicki

Parker Meadows park to be funded in 1 yr.

By Brittany Burns

A deal two years in the mak-
ing is finally a go. Tuesday night
Macon County Commissioners
voted 3-2 to develop the Parker
Meadows rec complex all at one
time.

During the county’s mid-year
work session last month, Macon

County Finance Director Loti
Hall offered insight into the coun-
ty’s debt ratio and the impact it
has on the annual budget. Recent-
ly, Macon County Recreation Di-
rector Seth Adams requested that
commissioners consider develop-
ing the new rec complex all at one
time, as opposed in various stages

as previously planned. While Ad-
ams cited significant financial sav-
ings for the project if done in one
sweep, Hall updated commission-
ers on the county’s current debt
burden and the need to dectrease
it in coming years.

eSee REC PARK page 4
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NCACC
focuses on
HHS issues
for the year

By Davin Eldridge

County Commissioner and
first vice president of the NC
Assoc. of County Commission-
ers (NCACC) Ronnie Beale met
with 46 other representatives
from North Carolina local gov-
ernments at the NCACC Health
and Human Services steering
committee meeting in January.

It is one of the associa-
tion’s seven steering committees
— health and human services, ag-
riculture, environment, general
government, justice and public
safety, public education and taxa-
tion and finance. Meetings are
open to county commissioners
and county staff who have spe-
cific concerns or interests to ex-
press.

The Health and Human Ser-
vices Committee, which Macon
County Social Services Director
Jane Kimsey attended, discussed
legislation currently proposed in
Raleigh that may impact health
and human service issues.

With state spending at $20.6
billion and revenue growth still
slightly below recovery, the
NCACC said it remains steadfast
on its health and human services
goals — ensuring adequate mental
health funding, pushing for an

eSee NCACC page 8
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Highlands Mayor
Pat Taylor

Sallie and I had just artived at Miami

International Airport from Cuba

where we had been on a People to
People art and cultural visit. I was ready to
get back to Highlands and resume my du-
ties as mayor with a renewed appreciation
for our free and democratic institutions.

We turned on our cellphones that
had been out of service in Cuba and got
a message our flight to Atlanta had been
cancelled. We both thought it would be
no problem to book another flight. Then
we learned of the winter weather warning,
Over the next few days we attempted to
fly into Atlanta.

I was concerned about the situation
in Highlands, so I called the Town Man-
ager to let him know we were marooned
in Miami. He assured me the town elec-
trical and road crews, the police and first
responders were prepared for action. He
also confirmed he was in constant contact
with mayor pro tem Donnie Calloway who
was acting as mayor while I was away.

We decided to rent a car in Miami
and drive to Atlanta, pick up our car at the
airport and drive to Highlands. We spent
most of last Thursday driving on 1-75. All
I can say is our seasonal Florida residents
have to love Highlands to drive that far.

After this adventure, I will be para-
noid about leaving Highlands for the next
four years. Fear will seize me as soon as
I leave town that a state of emergency
will appear out of the blue, and I will be
hopelessly stuck some place where I can’t
return. Even though I felt helpless as the
mayor who wanted to be on duty but
couldn’t be, the town was in good hands
with our professional staff on duty.

Let me give a special salute to all the
town workers who stepped forward to
insure Highlanders received the best ser-
vice possible given the weather conditions.
Similar to military personnel, these folks
put their own safety at risk to make sure
we are all secure. Just one unforeseen ac-
cident can result in critical injury or loss of

life, but these folks step forward for duty
without hesitation. God bless them all.

At the February 20th Town board
meeting there will be two public hearings.
The first hearing is for changes to articles
3 and 4 of the Unified Development Ot-
dinance concerning the Zoning Board.
These changes are mandated by the state.
The second hearing is to rezone all town
owned properties to GI, Government/
Institutional. These changes are being
made for consistent zoning on all town
owned properties. The town has no plans
to change the current use of any property
being rezoned.

There are additional items on the

agenda, such as the write off of delinquent
utility bills. The town has by law only three
years to collect on delinquent accounts.
Many times folks simply leave town with-
out paying, and the town loses contact with
the responsible party. The board will also
address delinquent sewer connection fees,
and a DOT project agreement for truck
turnaround areas. Ironically, the only turn-
around will be located on US 64 just outside
Franklin. At the beginning of this project a
turnaround for Highlands was studied, but
a suitable location was never identified.

See you on Thursday, February 20, at
the Community Building on Poplar Street.
The meeting starts at 7p.m.

| FTTERS®

Save us from government

Dear Editor,

I really can’t think of many things the
government has done that worked very
well for long.

Listening to a proposal by President

Obama the other day that would form a
new government bureaucracy to tell farm-
ers how to deal with global warming and
on the surface, this sounds like a great idea.
He named it “Climate Hubs” and one is
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planned for North Carolina. Oh goody;
just another platform from which to pitch
the global warming theory

Now I’'m sure that North Carolina
farmers are going to be thrilled by the idea
that some 90-day wonder bureaucrat is go-
ing to visit their farms and tell them what
to do about a lack of rain one year and too
much rain the next year. The assumption
is that farmers don’t know that weather
is variable from year to year. I'm sure my
grandfather would have been tickled pink
to discover that it rains a lot some years
and not others. Who would have guessed?

This reminds me of a small one-man
business we have here in Macon County
when he was asked by the federal govern-
ment to work on some stuff for them,
presumably military, bureaucrats paid him
several visits to advise him of how to do
his work. He had to have a clean room, se-
cure safe, special boxes for shipping, spe-
cial labels and they gave him a 174 page
manual on how to do his job, in addition
to another 120 page manual on shipping
labels alone. You can bet your sweet bippy
that he finally told them what they could
do with their job. What would normally
be a 2-3 hour job would have taken hours
just on paperwork and his monthly earn-
ings would have only been a few hundred
bucks.

Back to President Obama’s planned
Climate Hubs. You can also bet your sweet
bippy that what starts out as a small pro-
gram in a few states will eventually grow
into a monster and in short time the new
bureaucracy will follow the “peanut prin-
ciple” and create enough forms and paper-
work that they will need to hire thousands
more government workers just to do the
paperwork and farmers will have to obey
the rules they make for them.

We’ve all seen the result of govern-
ment meddling in the hog industry. Just
look how your bacon prices have doubled
and you get 10- or 12-ounce packages in-
stead of the usual 16 ounces. Government
probably doesn’t think you ought to be eat-
ing pork anyway and besides, you can go
on food stamps if food prices keep going
up.

P As is usual, there are those who de-
light in having big government regulate
things, as long as it is the other guy who
gets regulated.

I think it was President Reagan who
jokingly said “if it moves, regulate it, if it
makes a profit, tax it.”’

Bob Wilson
Franklin

e See LETTERS page 3
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Rev. John David Scheyer

Rev. John David Scheyer,
85, of Franklin, died on Febru-
ary 7,2014.

Born in Philadelphia, PA,
he was the son of the late Dr.
Fredrick Scheyer and Synette
Swensen Scheyer. In addition
to his parents, he was preced-
ed in death by his wife Fia B.
Scheyer. David received his
Master of Divinity from Berk-
ley; was a US Marine serving
during the Korean War; member of the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship; volun-
teer at REACH and he loved to hike and
sail.

He is survived by three step children,

David Cefkin (Mia) of Franklin,
Suzie Della Penta (George) of
Cheektowaga, NY and Beverly
Calobrace of Tamarac, FL; eight
grandchildren; five great grand-
children and was the brother of
Warren Scheyer of Seattle, WA.

A Memorial Service will be
held at 1 p.m. Saturday, February
22nd at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Fellowship. Walter Bennett
will officiate.

Memorial donations can be made to
REACH of Macon County, PO Box 228,
Franklin, NC 28744.

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of
the arrangements.

Jacqueline ‘Jackle Raby Norman

Jacqueline “Jackie” Raby
Norman of Ypsilanti, MI for-
merly of Franklin died Satur-
day, February 8, 2014. Born
in Macon County, she was the
daughter of the late Charles
Donald and Bedell Parrish
Raby. She loved to read, play the
piano, embroidery and loved
to send and receive cards. She
was a member of Faith Baptist
Church.

Ms. Norman is survived by
five daughters, Gloria Owenby and hus-
band Mitchell of Franklin, Kathy Parker
and husband Neal of Franklin, Elaine
Vaughn and husband Clayton of Hef-
lin, AL, Jan Cabe and husband Terry of
Franklin, and Lisa Steele and husband
Darryl of Ypsilanti, MI; one son, Kevin
Long and wife Sandra of Linwood, NC;
four sisters, Barbara Williams of Franklin,
Carol Estes and husband Larry of Frank-

lin, Linda Lacy of Ellenton, FL
and Donna Setser of Candler,
NC; two brothers, Al Raby and
wife Jean of Franklin and Clark
Raby of Pompano Beach, FL;
ten grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren. In addition
to her parents, she was preceded
in death by a sister, Little Helen
Raby.

Funeral services were held
Monday, February 17, 2014 at
Oak Grove Baptist Church with
Rev. Jim Dusek officiating. Burial followed
in the church cemetery. Pallbearers were
Stacey Owenby, Zachary Kirkland, Chris
Estes, Jamie Estes, Nick Morgan, Patrick
Cabe and Randall Vaughn.

In lieu of flowers memorial dona-
tions may be made to Oak Grove Ceme-
tery Fund, ¢/o Evelyn Hughes, 190 Dean
Drive, Franklin, NC 28734.

e See OBITUARIES page 10
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Thank you for the online paper & the
weather and webcam pages

Dear Editor,

Please let me tell you how grateful
this reader is for the online Highlands
Newspaper and especially the Webcams
I use almost every day to keep tabs on
Highlands while away for two or three
months during the winter. It is such a
beneficial service to be able to read any-
time about whatever is going on in High-
lands, but the Webcams and weather sta-
tistics are truly addictivel Many thanks
to the local advertisers who support the

Highlands Newspaper in print as well as
online, to your husband, Jim Lewicki, for
some amazing photos to remind all of us
why Highlands is so magical, and for the
well written, well rounded news items you
and your staff present in each and every
issue of the free Highlands Newspaper. I
for one am a grateful recipient of such lar-
gesse and provide many of the daily “hits”
on the website. Gratefully,
Marcia Davis
Atlanta, GA
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Bosnia Mission
Fundraiser Dinner

Sunday, February 23 at noon

Join us at the Methodist Church for a fundraiser
dinner to help build a barn for a family in Bosnia.
The family gets a barn and receives a pregnant cow.
The cow not only supplies nutrition and use for the
family but also provides the family with an income
source from milk and cheese

Chicken Pie, Salad, Green Beans, Dessert

Donations Accepted
Please call the church at 526-3376 to make reservations.

(Chicken Pies may be purchased to take home for $15.)

22% Frankiin Road
ands, NC 28741
B28-526-4949

www.thebascom.org

Homeschool Photography
Begins February 25

Jackson County Spring Camp
March 13-15

Kids' Creation Station
Saturdays, 10 am - noon

Advanced Art
Wednesdays, 4:15 - 5:30 pm

To register, please contact Carley Haber, Youth and Qutreach
Coordinator at 828-787-2879 or register online at
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HIGHLANDS

DINING ®

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

iZ77a
PLACE

Kaln 8t.+-Highlands, NC
Elevation 4118
6"+10"+14"+16"20"pies
Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads,
Domestic & Imported Beers
Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street * 526-5660
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Coffee « Espresso Drinks
Smoothies ¢ Frozen Yogurt

Paninis * Baked Goods
On Main Street
7 days a week * 7a to 6p * 526-0020

E ﬁ"&

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOU RMET
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year—Round!

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

% Serving Lunch Daily
Riuted 11:30a to 4p
(Closed Wednesday)
Serving Dinner
Mon-Sat, beginning at
5:30p

(Closed Wednesday)

Winter Hours:Tues.-Sun. 5-9p

Cyprus

International Cuisine

THE MOST EXCITING DINING DESTINATION IN HIGHLANDS!

5264429+ Dinner Nightly Spm-10pm

Open Late on Weekends « NC 108, Dillard Shopping Center

Sports Page
Sahdwich Shoppe

Monday — Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30 — 10:30am
Lunch: 22am — 2:30pm

Full cooked-to-order breakfast ¢
aily T,unch Specials!

31¢ main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open
for
Dinner at

5P
Fridays &
Saturdays
Bar opens at 4 p

828-526-2338
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Macon County’s debt load for the 2015 year sits just
under $5 million at $4,949,815. Hall presented commis-
sioners with a detailed graph of what the debt will look
like over the next 15 years as current debt obligations are
paid off.

From 2015 and 2016, if current debt obligations
remain the same, Macon County’s general fund debt
balance is expected to decrease by about $800,000 to
$4,176,468. The debt load is expected to drop below the
$4 million mark between 2017 and 2018. By 2031, Macon
County’s total debt could be reduced to as low $104,778.

The figures Hall presented account for the county’s
existing debt obligations and do not factor in additional
projects. Depending on which avenue the county decided
to take regarding Parker Meadows, the debt fund could
increase considerably at once, or be broken up to increase
the debt a little with each phase.

The project, which has a price tag of $3 million, will
have a 10 percent contingency budget built in. Hall in-
formed commissioners Tuesday night that she did not
recommend funding the entire project out of the fund
balance. While the fund balance sits at more than 30 per-
cent of the county’s general fund when the state only rec-
ommends it be at eight percent, Hall said taking the entire
balance out of the fund balance could adversely influence
the county’s credit rating.

Adams presented commissioners with four plans
to consider when deciding how to develop the property.
While the preliminary proposal was required by the state,
the other three proposals were all up for consideration by
commissioners.

The preliminary proposal designed to comply with
county’s obligation to receive the Parks and Recreation
Trust Fund (PARTT) grant, includes two adult ball fields
with dugouts, soccer field, playground, shelter with bath-
rooms, a 60-space parking area, 2,200-ft. walking trail and
renovations to the existing clubhouse on the property.
The price tag to meet the PARTF grant requirements is
$623,315. With the PARTF grant totaling $500,000, the
county will be obligated to pay $123,315.

Adams presented the county with three additional
options, each of which builds on the current plans and
significantly increase the up-front cost. Although the

* See REC PARK page 6
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Japanese-Thai & Sushi
Authentic Asian Cuisine
Open 7 days a week * | la to 9p

Daily LUNCH Special | la to 2p
$7.95 (includes sweet tea)

|37 Main Street (Wright Sq.)
828-526-8800
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tors within the conference are notified of
the new game times.

So far, this school year Highlands
School has missed seven days, had four
delays, and had one early dismissal.

Nantahala School has missed eight
days and had four delays.

According to Macon County Schools
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin, Frank-
lin area schools have lost 58 hours of in-
struction, Highlands has missed 57, Nan-
tahala 65.

“Due to the loss of this amount of
instructional time, the Macon County
School system has converted the teacher
workdays scheduled on March 28, April
11, and June 13 to instructional days.
Therefore, school will be in session on
those days. In the event that we should
miss any additional full days of school, we
would make the day up through Saturday
School or over Spring Break.”

Baldwin said snow days equate to
breaks in instruction and obviously have a
negative impact on the classroom.

“Our teachers definitely face some
challenges in regaining the focus of our
students and reviewing the curriculum
before they can move on,” he said. “We
had three weather delays in January that
caused us to lose seven hours of instruc-
tional time. We were not able to make any
of that lost time up, so our students were
at a disadvantage when they took the first
semester EOCs.”

Highlands School Principal Brian Jet-
ter agreed.

“Missing days, and having late-starts
always impacts testing and curriculum
coverage because the secret to getting stu-
dents to learn what the state has directed
us to teach is ‘time on task.” For the most
part, the more time a child spends focused
on learning a task, the better they learn the
task. Any time that is lost inevitably im-
pacts learning,” he said.

Nantahala Principal James Bryan
said January began with bitter cold which
forced him to close one day and delay the
following two days.

“This was time that could not be re-
placed as testing went on as scheduled.
This would not be as big of a concern if it
were a new semester, unfortunately it was
the first week back after Christmas break.
High school teachers needed to push their
reviews back a week before administer-
ing the EOC test. If Macon County had
a local calendar, our semester would have
ended in December. January would be the
beginning of a new semester and any days
missed would not affect EOC testing or
reviewing,” he said.

Legislation Session Law 2012-145,
Senate Bill 187, Section 7A.11 which per-

tains to school calendars and went into ef-
fect for the 2013-"14 school year, has cre-
ated another obstacle for Macon County
Schools.

Under the new calendar law, the fall
semester ends in January after students re-
turn from Christmas break and that’s when
students take End-of-Course (EOC) tests.

North Carolina public schools must
now start no earlier than the Monday clos-
est to August 26 and end no later than the
Friday closest to June 11.

Schools in the western North Carolina
traditionally have more inclement weather
than in other areas of the state and in years
past have been able to operate under a lo-
cal calendar or get a calendar waiver.

However, as per the new law, being
eligible for a weather waiver is more diffi-
cult. Now all schools within a district must
be closed at least eight full days per year
during any four of the last 10 years due to
severe weather conditions, energy shortag-
es, power failures, or other emergency situ-
ations, to be eligible for a weather waiver
calendar.

If a weather-related calendar waiver
is approved, the start date can be no ear-
lier than the Monday closest to August 19.
Furthermore, all schools within the district
must be closed all day for purposes of de-
termining eligibility for a weather-related
waive. Delayed starts or eatly dismissals of
two or more hours no longer apply.

Baldwin, like every Macon County
Schools Superintendent before him said
having the ability to set the calendar locally
would give the district greater flexibility in
scheduling,

“We could more ecasily build snow
days into the calendar, and end our first
semester at Christmas,” he said.

Principal Jetter said the state’s “one
size fits all” approach to educating children
does those children a disservice.

“I think the state should let individual
school districts find ways to reach achieve-
ment goals in ways that they (the districts,
parents, communities, and schools) find
is best for them. Then the state can mea-
sure our success. If we do, indeed, meet
achievement goals, then it should not pre-
scribe to us the way we do that. Even Gen-
eral Patton said to ... let people know what
you want, and then, let them surprise you
as to how they achieved the goal.”

Principal Bryan said another concern
involves high school students who are tak-
ing college courses or wish to graduate
early.

“The current public school calendar
does not allow seniors to graduate in De-
cember and move on to college in Janu-
ary,” he said.

o See WEATHER page 13
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Elevation 4118

6”7 107 147 167 207
H and —tossed, Pan,
Thin, Gluten-free and
Whole Wheat crust.

Appetizers

* Breadsticks
* Garlic
Bread |
* Pizza Sticks " §
« Mozzarella §
Sticks @

Open 7

PLACE®=

Main St. - Highlands, NC

.I'

Greek Pizza, Philly
Steak, Taco Pizza, White,
Meat Lovers, Fajita,
Vegetarian,
Veggie Medley,
Chicken Alfredo,
Chicken & Pear White
Pizza, BBQ, Margarita,
Hawaiian BBQ, Mamma
Mia Cranberry, Sicilian,
Buffalo Chicken and
Jalapeno Popper Pizza.

A Variety of
Fresh Salads!

days a week from 11 a.m.

365 Main Street, 828-526-5660

Domestic and Imported Beers!
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overall price tag is more with each
phase, Adams says the county
will save money over time. Ad-
ams explained various ways the
project costs could be reduced,
with the most significant being

the cost of lights. If the project
is completed at one time versus
in phases, the county could save
around $256,000 in lighting costs

alone.

Option one:

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon!

shearl Produce
—BYFS /05—

Apples, fresh collard greens, turnips, fritters, donuts,
sweet potatoes, fresh bread, dried beans, fresh cider and much more!

Open Sunday-Thursday, 9a to 6p, Fri. & Sat. 9a to 7p
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. « 828-369-0541

From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

HIGHLANDS/

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

507 CHESTHNUT 5T.
HIGHLANDS, NC

SHIERS

L]
PRESENTS

DIRECTED BY:
RICKY SIEGEL

FEB 20 - 23, 2014
FEB. 28 - MARCH 2, 2014

FOR TICKETS COMTACT:
P.O. BOX 1414
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
828-526-8084
warwshighlandscashiersplayers.org

This option includes all of
the features in the county’s cur-
rent obligation, but adds an extra
access road to the parking lot, a
central building with bathrooms,
concessions stands, and scoring
and lighting for two fields. Option
one is the least expensive upgrade
and according to Adams, will
provide the county with a more
user-friendly complex. This op-
tion is expected to cost around
$1,104,815, with the county pay-
ing $604,815 after deducting the
PARTT grant funds.

Option two:

The second option is de-
sighed to create a facility and
patking spaces to accommodate
large baseball and softball tourna-
ments. This proposal would ex-
pand on the first option by adding
two additional adult fields com-
plete with dugouts, 7,000 square
feet of multi-use courts, and a
200-space parking area. This op-
tion is projected to cost the coun-
ty $1,248,815, after deducting the
PARTF funds.

Option three:

This option will have it all.
It is proposed to be the complete
project and a final design option.
Adams said that this is believed
to be the best option to provide
Macon County residents with a
facility capable of having a sig-
nificant economic impact on the
community. This option includes

every feature in the first two op-
tions, and will add three 220’
youth ballfields, one 150 youth
ballfield, a central building with
bathrooms, concessions, scoring,
two parking areas, and comple-
tion of an access road and con-
struction of a new maintenance
building. The total price tag for
the complete facility is estimated
to be $2,989,315, and after the
$500,000 PARTF grant, will cost
the county $2,489,315.

At the request of Com-
missioner Paul Higdon, Adams
presented the board with a cost
analysis for operational expenses
to maintain the park when and if
fully completed. Last yeat’s oper-
ating budget for the recreational
department was $624,107, with
the addition of the park, Adams
believes his budget will be in-
creased by $166,160 a year for a
total of $790,267.

The bulk of the operational
expenses would be in additional
personnel. Adams said he would
need two full-time employees
and a half part-time employees
which would cost an additional
$101,960 a year. Other costs in-
clude electricity totaling $25,000
and maintenance costs estimated
to be about $17,000.

Although the project got
the majority of the board’s votes,
there was opposition. Higdon,
who has been publicly against the

Quilt of
The Month
Lap size
58x72

Hand Quilted
$225

Triple Irish Chain

N Patch Quilt Shop
160 Strawberry Lane
Highlands, 526-9743
Fabric and quilting supplies. Please
call for hours and directions.
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project since being elected to the
board of commissioners, said he
will continue his opposition in the
project because he doesn’t believe
it is the right time considering the
economy has yet to bounce back
from the recession. Higdon stat-
ed he would continue to vote no
on measures involving the park
because he ran for office on the
premised of keeping government
small, and the recreational facility
calls for more county employees,
which is ultimately increasing the
size of government.

Commission Chair Kevin
Corbin was adamant Tuesday
night that neither he, nor the rest
of the board, would be in favor
of any measure that would in-
crease taxes and place an undue
burden on the taxpayers of Ma-
con County. Corbin stated that
the project can be completed
within the existing budget and
will prove to be an economic ad-
vantage in the long run.

“Right now we have money
sitting in the fund balance that is
generating next to nothing in in-
terest,” said Corbin. “I think my
tax dollars, the county’s tax dol-
lars that we already have, would
be better spent on a project like
that where we know we will see
an economic benefit.”

Commissioner Haven, who
voted with Higdon against the
project, said he supports provid-
ing a recreation park in the coun-
ty for the youth, but if the project
cannot be paid for without having
to get a loan from the bank, then
he could not support it. Haven
believes it is not the right time to
increase the county’s debt load
through financing the project.

On a motion made by Com-
missioner Jim Tate and seconded
by Commissioner Ronnie Beale,
commissioners voted to develop
the project at one time by paying
$1 million out of the fund bal-
ance and financing the rest of
the project over a 10-year loan at
an estimated intetest rate of 2.4
percent.

Adams noted that the loan
for the project will have to be ap-
proved by the Local Government
Commission, giving construc-
tion on the recreational facility a
June start date. If all things go as
planned, the park would be ready
for residents to enjoy by the mid-
dle of next summer.



BREAKFAST

FULL BREAKFAST MADE TO CRDER
EVERY MORNING UNTIL 10:30
FRESH EGGS, WAFFLES, FRENCH
TOAST BACON, SAUSAGE, HAM
BISCUITS, MUFFINS, CROISSANTS
ESPRESSO BAR AND COFFEE
ROASTED IN-HOUSE

LUNCH

GRILL

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
STARTING AT 11:00 UNTIL CLOSE,
SUNDAYS FROM 11:00 TO 4:00
FRESH ANGUS BURGERS FRESH
NATURAL CHICKEN BREASTS
CHICKEN TENDERS COOKED TO
ORDER HAND CUT FRIES, SALADS,
HOMEMADE SOUPS, DAILY
SPECIALS

DELI

SERVING ALL DAY

FRESH CUT NATURAL MEATS,
HOMEMADE DELI SALADS PANINI,
MELTS, HOMEMADE POTATO CHIPS,
DAILY SOUP SPECIALS

WOOD FIRE PIZZA OVEN
EVERY DAY FROM 11:00 TO CLOSE
AUTHENTIC NEAPOLITAN PIZZA
MADE FROM SCRATCH FRESH
MOZZARELLA, BASIL, CRUSHED
TOMATOES HOMEMADE ITALIAN
SAUSAGE, PANCETTA, AND DAILY
SPECIALS

SUNDAY SKILLET FRIED CHICKEN

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 11:004AM
UNTIL WE SELL OUT FRESH
ORGANIC HAND CUT, HAND
BREADED CHICKEN COOKED IN A
CAST IRON SKILLET. SERVED WITH
GREEN BEANS, MASHED POTATOES
AND GRAVY WITH A WARM HONEY
BISCUIT...$8.95

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400 » www.mfgro.com

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb., 20,2014 - 828-526-3228 - Page 7

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY
COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS

DINNER TO GO

A DIFFERENT FULL DINNER EVERY
NIGHT. SERVES FOUR SERVING
MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM
4.30 UNTIL WE SELL OUT - CALL
AHEAD TO RESERVE

MOMDAY: CHOOSE EITHER: FOUR
CHICKEN AND FOUR CHEESE
ENCHILADAS REFRIED BEANS,
MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE
TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED
LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM
OR... 24 BUFFALO WINGS OR 2 LBS
CHICKEN TENDERS AND HAND CUT
FRIES $78.95 SERVES FOUR

TUESDAY: MADE IN-HOUSE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE LASAGNA AND A
LARGE HOUSE SALAD

$78.95 SERVES FOUR

WEDNESDAY: CHICKEN OR STEAK
POT PIE AND A LARGE SALAD
$78.95 SERVES FOUR

THURSDAY: ROASTED MEATLOAF
WITH MASHED POTATOQES, GRAVY
AND A LARGE SALAD

$18.95 SERVES FOUR

FRIDAY: WILD CAUGHT FRIED
SHRIMP, BAKED POTATOES, HUSH
PUPPIES, AND COLESLAW

$271.95 SERVES FOUR

SATURDAY: IN-HOUSE SMOKED
EEBQ, COLESLAW, APPLE & BACON
BAKED BEANS, AND YEAST ROLLS
$78.95 SERVES FOUR

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY:
TWO WOOD FIRE PIZZAS, FOUR
HAND-MADE BREAD STICKS WITH
HOUSE TOMATO SAUCE, AND A
HOUSE SALAD $719.99 SERVES FOUR

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 7AM TO BPM, SUNDAY BAM TO 6PM

BREAKFAST * LUNCH * DINNER * GRILL
WOOD FIRE PIZZA » COFFE ROASTER

ESPRESSO » WINE » CRAFT BEER * BUTCHER

ARTISAN CHEESE « OIL AND VINEGAR

WINE MARKET

AN EXCELLENT, COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF WINE WITH THE
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, AND RUN
BY A KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF.
BEER AND WINE AVAILABLE BY
THE GLASS WHILE YOU SHOP AND
DINE.

PREPARED FOODS

A LARGE SELECTION OF
TAKE-AWAY ITEMS FULLY
PREPARED, READY TO TAKE HOME
INCLUDING GRILLED PORK LOINS,
HOME MADE MAC AND CHEESE,
MASHED POTATOES, HERB
RUBBED CHICKEN, MADE IN
HOUSE BEQ, CHICKEN SALAD
DEL| SALADS AND MUCH MORE

BUTCHER

WE SELL ONLY 100% PREMIUM
AMNGUS BEEF, HAND CUT IN
HOUSE. STOCK UP FOR THE
WEEKEND EVERY THURSDAY
WITH 35% ALL STEAKS AND
GROUND BEEF. THEN STOP BY
THE TAKE OUT CASE TO
COMPLETE YOUR DINNER WITH
TWICE BAKED POTATOES, FRESH
SALADS AND MORE.

ARTISAN OIL AND VINEGAR

OVER 40 EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE
OILS AND VINEGARS TO CHOOSE
FROM - ALL AVAILABLE TO
SAMPLE.

SPECIALTY CHEESES

DOZENS OF CHEESES,
TAPENADES, OLIVES AND
SPECIALTY ITEMS TO CHOOSE
FROM INCLUDING OUR MADE IN
HOUSE CRACKERS.
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...NCACC continued from page 1

increased state budget for local psycho-
logical bed funding and preserving fed-
eral block grants and state financial aid
to counties for county-administered pro-
grams while opposing unfunded workload
mandates.

“More than 30 pieces of [health and
human services| legislation are currently
of interest to the NCACC, which will im-
pact each and every county differently as
the new year goes forward,” said NCACC
Executive Director David Thompson.
“We had a great health and human servic-
es session at Coates Auditorium, and all
of the members got a clear idea of which
[proposed] bills need to be focused on,
and what needs to be focused on so they
can better act at the county level.”

\glirin
.

. Fme Bakeware
o Quality Cutlery
o Gadgels & Uensils

ar;v v
o WdMUCHNORE bbbty
Open Mon - Sat 10am to Spm & Sun 1 to Spm
450 Main St. Highlands, NC 28-526-5226

 Counterop Appliances
o berman Stemware

“"Market

Matural Productks Store

Carrying a wide variety of natural

Jproducts for your Mind, Body & Home.

HECTAIIC 3
Juice Bar

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads To Go!
526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east
Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

According to the NCACC website, it
supports county, regional and state collab-
oration to improve agency automation and
simplify programs, to streamline adminis-
tration and to improve client interaction.

The [NCACC] opposes earmarking of
block grant funds, and supports increased
funding for mandated services, provided
the increases do not require additional
county expenditures.

Counties must be actively engaged
in setting health and human services pol-
icy and program requirements. Programs
should be flexible and recognize the state’s
changing demographics.

It believes Health and human services
programs should encourage responsible
behavior and should be targeted to those
citizens least able to care for themselves.
They should encourage families to be re-
sponsible supporters of their children and
help individuals find sustainable, long-term
employment.

NCACC steering committees meets
quartetly to study emerging county-relat-
ed issues and make recommendations on
specific policies to its Board of Directors,
which in-turn lobby state lawmakers for lo-
cal interests.

The General Assembly considers the
NCACC official voice of all 100 counties
throughout the state by the General As-
sembly.

The NCACC believes the state should
take the lead in financing, implementing,
maintaining, and supporting statewide au-
tomated systems; automation efforts un-
dertaken by the State should connect and
integrate with county automation initia-
tives.

‘Community
Coffee’ with
Mayor Taylor

The Hudson Library would like to an-
nounce the beginning of a monthly pro-
gram in collaboration with the Town of
Highlands Mayor, Patrick Taylor.

Community Coffee, will be held on
the last Friday of each month from 11am-
noon, in the Hudson Library Meeting
Room. This month’s date is: Friday, Feb-
ruary 28.

This collaboration fulfills an accessi-
bility mission for the Town and a commu-
nity mission of the Library as a gathering
place for sharing information.

The mayor will be reviewing the is-
sues presented at the Thursday, Feb. 27
Town Board Retreat .

The Bookworm has reopened its doors

The Bookworm has reopened in its new space at 555 E. Main Street in the “Falls on Main”
shopping area across from the Hudson Library. If you come by on Friday, Feb. 2| st or Saturday,
Feb. 22nd, there not only will be books, CD’s, DVD’s, and even puzzles from which to choose,
but also hot drinks and cookies. Remember too, if you have books to donate, we accept dona-
tions during our business hours, 10-4, Tuesday through Saturday. So stop by, have a snack as
you search for that special book to read on these chilly winter nights. All proceeds benefit the
Hudson Library. The all-volunteer staff is always looking for additional people, so if interested,

please contact Delaine Mehder at 828-482-0326.

HCP’s crew for ‘Weekend Comedy’

When a play is well directed and
staged, it flows seamlessly; and the audience
watches the story unfold as if by magic.
The crew of Highlands Cashiers Players’
upcoming production, “Weekend Comedy”
knows how to make the magic happen.

Director, Rick Siegel chose this play
because he had the experience and vision to
see it come to life on stage. Siegel not only
directs but acts in “Weekend Comedy”. This
means he has to understand his character
both intimately and objectively. It also
means, according to Siegel, that both the
Assistant Director and Stage Manager have
had to take up any slack that he may have
left by being on stage. These crew members
are always vital to any production, but even
more so in “Weekend Comedy.”

Siegel’s right hand, Assistant Director
Bonnie Earman, began her association
with Highlands Cashiers Players in the play,
“Stepping Out.” She “caught the theater
bug” and advanced her talents and theater
knowledge by studying under the tutelage
of Collin Wilcox Paxton at The Instant
Theater. Earman undertook the challenge
of live improv and has since gone on to
become a well known stage presence in

Highlands as well as a board member of
Highlands Cashiers Players . She will be
directing the spring play, “Mama Won’t
Fly.”

In “Weekend Comedy” the director
has needed to leave all facets of back
stage organization to the stage manager,
Helene Siegel. As Stage Manager, she
is responsible for costume changes, set
changes, prop management and all aspects
of what goes on behind the stage. Siegel
is in constant communication with the
light and sound booth, the actors and her
crew. Thanks to her skills, Helene Siegel
has been responsible for many Highlands
Cashiers Players productions. Recently
she was seen on stage in “Love, Loss
and What I Wore” where she proved that
her talents are not limited to behind the
scenes.

“Weekend Comedy,” a play by Jeanne
& Sam Bobrick, is the funny and often
telling tale of a couple in their late 40s or
eatly 50s and a couple in their mid- to-late
20s who have accidentally rented the same
cottage for a three-day weekend. It opens
at Highlands PAC on February 20. For
ticket information call 828-526-8084.
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2014 Real Estate Sales-to-Date Data Suggests Blue Skles for Investors

alfway into a fiscal quarter is al-
ways a good time to take stock
and review market data. I feel the

early part of this year in particular is a crit-
ical data snapshot as the figures will reveal
to us not only indicators for the season
to come, but will also speak to the over-
all continued market recovery in our area.
Therefore, I was eager to get a barometer
reading on the market and did some re-
search to see what the 2014 sales-to-date
activity tells us.

I was most pleased by what I saw.

To date in 2014, there have been 45
closings in the Highlands-Cashiers market:
21 residential sales, 17 land sales, 6 town-
house/condo sales, and 1 commercial sale.

First, the purchase prices and prop-
erty locations were across all price points
and market areas. This suggests that in-
vestors are not favoring one area over
another, nor are they focused in a certain

price range. Further, entry-level
properties sold, as well as lux-
ury properties. I like this broad
range of sale types and prices
as it signals organic and healthy
market activity/continued re-
covery.

Second, take note of the
land sales. In an earlier column
I predicted that land sales would
pick up considerable steam this
year, and the return of building
would ensue. I am delighted to see

Susie deVille
Broker-in-Charge

to share that may be the most
telling of all. As you know, last
week we had significant snow
fall in the area, making many
roads impassable for days. Typi-
cally, winter brings a slowing of
the pace of activity, and when
winter weather comes, (again,
typically) activity all but stops.
Not so last week! In fact, right
after the storms hit, I had re-
quests from buyers to see prop-
erty. During the week, I worked

these land sales figures, especially VWhite Oak Realty <yith multiple sets of buyers and

so eatly in the year. This indicates
to me that my reading of the tea leaves is
most likely on track, and that we will con-
tinue to see momentum increase around
land buys and interest in new home con-
struction as we head into the second quar-
ter.

Finally, I have an interesting data point

also accompanied several show-
ings of my listings. Each of the buyers I
showed shared the same sentiment: we are
serious about investing — right now — re-
gardless of the weather.

In addition, when I scan our page
views (on all of our online marketing out-
lets), I see a significant uptick in our first
time visitors, return visitors, and time visi-
tors spent viewing listings. Therefore, in-
vestors are shopping both onsite and online

— indicating that showing appointments
will rise sharply in the coming weeks, with
sales to follow.

While I still consider the market
overall as a Buyer’s market, I believe the
carly data indicates we will see a shift in
the Highlands-Cashiers market to become
more of a Seller’s market in 2014. Timing
often is everything. I definitely see blue
skies for investors this year, yet the win-
dow for the great deal is narrowing,

* Susie deVille, ME, ABR, SFR, is
Owner/Broket-in-Charge of White Oak
Realty Group. Her areas of expertise in-
clude real estate investments, niche mar-
keting, social media, and strategic property
positioning. An expert in entrepreneur-
ship and anthropology, Susie applies her
acumen in human behavior toward nego-
tiating and advocating on behalf of her
clients. White Oak Realty Group’s sales
office is located at 125 South Fourth
Street in the heart of the retail district in
Highlands. For more information, visit
WhiteOakRG.com or call (828) 526-8118.

* HS SPORTS®

Basketball seniors honored with parents
at last home game of the regular season

February 22 X 23
Saturday: 9am - 5pm

9am - 4pm

Due to weather, the Valentine’s Day Senior Game and the last home game of the
season against Blue Ridge was postponed to Tuesday, Feb. 8. Both teams beat Blue
Ridge. The girls held the game all night beating Blue Ridge 69-46, but the boys won
at the last second 61-59. Both teams advance to the conference tournament playing
the first game against Nantahala at Blue Ridge. The girls play at 3:30p and the boys
at 5p. Pictured from left are seniors Tyler Munger with his parents, Emily Shuler with
her parents, Rebekah Parks with her parents and Emily Gabbard with her parents.

Admission:

S

Photo by Lisa Osteen
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...OBITUARIES from page 3

John Robert
Schiffli

John Robert Schiffli, age 80, of Highlands, NC, died
at his residence, Saturday, February 15, 2014. He was
born in Palm Beach County, Florida, the son of the late
Oswald Felix Schiffli and Regina Sur Schiffli. He was past
Chairman of the Board at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital,
and was on the Foundation Board at the hospital for many
years, a past member of Highlands Rotary Club, and past
President of Highlands Chamber of Commerce. John
was a US Army Veteran serving during the Korean War.

His father, who was a decorated Army Doctor in
World War I, and practiced medicine in Highlands, com-
missioned Joe Webb to build a log cabin on Webbmont in
the 1920s, where the family still resides. John was raised
in Clewiston, FL, and Highlands, NC. His mother taught
school in Highlands for many years.

He was Captain of his High School football team
and went to Duke University on a football scholarship.
He was drafted into the Army during the Korean War
and finished his college education at Georgia Tech.
There he met his wife, Marlene, who was the secretary
for the Dean of Students. After graduation he worked
for his father-in-law Olen Nabors and subsequently,
Yancey Brothers in Atlanta, GA. He moved his family to
Highlands in 1972, where he has lived since. His career
included Frank Cook Real Estate, General Manager of
Wildcat Cliffs Country Club, owner of the Galax Theater
and John Schiffli Real Estate.

John was very instrumental in the establishment of
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and was dedicated to its
growth and development for the past 25 years. John will
be remembered for his passion for the people of High-
lands and his family.

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Marlene Na-
bors Schiffli; daughter, Anna Marie Herz and husband
Patrick of Highlands, NC, and their children, Lucy Herz
and Ezra Herz; son, John Robert Schiffli, Jr and his chil-
dren, Olen, Bevan and Adam Schiffli of Highlands, NC;
son Samuel Matthew Schiffli of Nashville, TN and his
children Eli and Chandler Schiffli; brother, Richard Schif-
fli of Gainesville, FL.. He was preceded in death by a
brother, Nicholas Schiffli.

Memorial services will be held Thursday, February
20, 2014 at 11 am at Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic
Church with Father Tien Duong officiating. Burial will be
in Highlands Memorial Park Cemetery. The family will
receive friends after the service.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital, 190 Hospital Drive, Highlands,
NC 28741.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is in charge of arrange-
ments. Online condolences may be at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com.

Proverbs3:5 o P AcES TO WORSH|P ® John3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965 Randy Reed, Pastor

Sundays: School - 10 a.m., Worship — 11 828-421-9172 + 165 S. Sixth Street
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 Sundays: Worship — 11

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting — 7 p.m. HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Pastor Dan Robinson
828-269-3546 670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pator Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p.

Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11 Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.
WWW.gl’acecaShiel’S.com » Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814 Wed: Supper; 6’ 7:15 - Ch”dren’ youth, & adults Studies; 6:15 —
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm Thurs:12:30 - Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
Sky Valley, GA Chaplain Margaret Howell
Church: 706-746-2999 2152 Dillard Road — 526-9+741
Sundays: 10 a.m. — Worship Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m;
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month Worship/Communion — 10:30
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers . Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sun.; Chirstian Education, 9 a.m.(Bucks in Cashiers) Family Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11

Worship with music and Communion, 10:30 a.m. Choir - 6 p.m.
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. - 7 p.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching. MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Tue. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am. 743-2583

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School - 10 a.m.; Worship — 11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School
10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children’s
Program,.
10: 45am: Worship Service

Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big
Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: — Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.; Sat., 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dwight Loggins
Sundays: School —10 a.m.; Worship =11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. — 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University 290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore * 526-3212
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 10:45 a.m.; Worship — 6

Rev. Bruce Walker « 526-2968 p.m.
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth — 7 p.m.
Rite Il, (sanctuary),10:30 SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study - 7

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 526--4153 UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School - 9:30 a.m. 85 Sierra Drive * 828-524-6777

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting — 6:15 Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
p.m., Choir - 5 p.m. Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor * 526-3175 Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m
Sun.: Worship — 11 a.m.; School - 9:30 WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Mondays: 8 a.m. — Men'’s Prayer Group & Breakfast Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Wednesdays — Choir — 7 Sunday School - 10 am, Worship Service — 11 am
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) « Rev. Carson Gibson




..STORM

continued from 1

were frozen pipes and some
power outages.

“Things went as well as
they could. We had no reports
of power outages and folks
took the declaration of the
state of emergency at face value
and stayed indoors so we had
very little in the way of traffic
accidents. The street department
put in some long hours to get
the roads clear and they did
an excellent job,” said Town
Manager Bob Frye.

Public Service Administrator
Lamar Nix echoed Frye’s
comments saying the town was
very fortunate during the storm
but it took Street Department
employees working 70-75 hours
last week, including the weekend
to get the job done.

“We had no power or water
issues at all,” said Nix. “That
enabled those crews to assist the
Street Department with the task
of snow and ice removal and in
particular equipment repairs in
the shop. There are many details
in snow tremoval, one of which
is the constant repair of the

o See STORM page 14
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Above, this night shot of Madison’s Restaurant was taken at the height of
the storm, 8 p.m.Wednesday. Upper left: Monkey Hill Thursday afternoon.
Bottom: taken Saturday, snow covered canoes on Mirror Lake little girl

with snowmen at Scaly. Photos by Jim Lewicki

Center for Plastic Surgery
MACS LIFT
Minimal Incision
Fast Recovery
Sater
Applicable for young, old and redo patients

Before After

Robert T. Buchanan, MD Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
526-3783 Or Toll Free: 877-526-3784
209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202 Highlands, NC
wivw. PlasticSurgery loday.com
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ATLANTICE BOUTH

,_;'__,m POIIER
_ BEYRTEMB

LIGHTNING PROTECTION
EMERGENCY GENERATORS

Electrical License # NC 1BB22U KOHLER Dealer # 2584950

www,ASPower Systems.com 828.526.0070

< Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls e Fireplaces e Patios e Piers
All Rock Work e Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Grading & Excavating « Certified Clearwater Contractor
www.wilsongrading.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

Wil Serving Highlands & Cashiers
for since 1988!
Phone: 526-2251
Fax: 828-526-8764

N
!J#E%# Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

John Shearl, Owner » 1663 S. 4™ St. Highlands

U Call We Hall Junk Removal & Property Cleanout Service
Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, Garages,
Yard Debris, etc. We'll takeyour Trash & Save you some
Cash! Cheaper than a Dumpster & we do all the work -
We also Specialize in Small Demolition
and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also Cater in Minor Landscaping,

Small Tree & Brush Removal and all types of Yard Debris,

including Metal,Wood, etc
IfYou Need it Gone,
Call Today for a Cleaner Tomorrow!
(828) 200-5268

J&M Towing
Service

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

cmw REPAIR & DETAILING
JEF F ML LE H.

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Miller’s Plum
Budd

Owner-Operator Jeff Miller
526-0374 « 342-0583

b g Service, LLC

ler, Owner

Highlands Automotive

Service 7 @mm 7 NC

& BAvL it Inspection
. . {ﬁ’ ‘i} ¥ 1? ] Station
Repair 72~ L@

.« Water Cop Installation
- & Winterization
* Remodels & New

A : Construction
$28.787-2360 B ell 828-371-1707
2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com millersplumbing99@yahoo.com

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

. Umts Avallable .
Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 » Cashiers Rd.

| BEYSTH

Graping & Paving

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving — now a full
service asphalt company specializing in
commercial and residential asphalt services
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.
Other services?

Utility installation and repair, driveways,
ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing.
Call 828-526-9348.
Brysongrading@gmail.com

American Upholstery

* Residential or Commercial
* Over 40 Years Experience
* Fast & Dependable
* Free Estimates
* Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106




You know us as RUNNERS,
but don’t forget we are also
NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS.
You can count on us every
step of the way to get youto g
the finish line. We train hard |
for races, and we will work
equally hard for you!
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411
Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

nghland&Cashlers
1 T A L

Fidelia Eckerd Living Center
US 64 Between Highlands & Cashiers, NC

Positions Now Available

ER and Med/Surg Registered Nurses
Radiologic Technologist
Certified Nursing Assistant/Unit
Inpatient Coder

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

in pay, availoble after 60 days of full-time employment,
Pre—employmient substance screening. Call Human Reésources,
B2E-526-1376, or apply online at www.hchospital.ong.
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e FIRE REPORTS

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log en-
tries from Feb. | |

Feb. 11

* A little after midnight, the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Crescent Trail. EMS transported
to the hospital.

* At 10:11 a.m., the dept. responded to a call of a
vehicle accident on US 64 east at Eastover Drive but it
was unfounded.

* At 1 1:49 a.m., the dept. responded to a call about
a possible chimney fire at a residence on NC 106.

Feb. 12

*At I:51 p.m., officers provided assistance to
a resident on Oak Street.

Feb. 13

* At 12:11 p.m.,, the dept. responded to a call of a
vehicle accident on NC 28 south of Cook Road.There
were no injuries.

* At 4:05 p.m,, the dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Old Orchard Road. EMS transported to

Mountain Mobile

Transport
“The transportation Specialist!”
Anyone * Anywhere ¢ Anytime
Fully insured and Certified

CDL/Chauffer Licensed
25 years experiece

828-482-2221

Nantahla Tire & Car Care

e Oil changes o Brakes e Tires
e Light Car & Truck Repair
828-526-0283
518 Dillard Road, Highlands
nantirel@aol.com

800-805-3558 « 828-526-2222

IN“:TSMEH STOCKYARD SALES

& EQUIPMENT SALES & RENTAL

* Gravel / Mulch [ Topsoils * Pine & Wheat Straw
» Seed & Fertilizer * Erosion Control
* Garden Supply * Equipment Rental

www.KosterStockyard.com
828-349-3489

Loma Linda
% Farm

Dog Boarding - Day Care - Pastoral Parks
In Home and Leash-Free Lodging
in the Lap of Luxury!
| (828) 421-7922

,, Highlands, North Carelina
i LomaLindaFarm@&frontier.com

wwiwlomalindafarm.com i
Cowr oo o hmiore W sl ese st LGS

WG Lkeme F1ER0R

the hospital.

Feb. 14

* At 4:45 p.m,, the dept. provided assistance to a
resident on Oak Street.

* At | 1:31 p.m,, the dept.responded to a fire alarm
at a residence on Shortoff Lane.

* At 5:24 p.m., the dept. provided traffic control on
NC 106.

Feb. 15

*At 5:13 p.m., the dept.responded to a medical alarm
at a residence on Harbison Orchard Lane.

* At 9 a.m., the dept. provided medical assistance at
a residence on Webbmont Road.

* At 12:44 p.m,, the dept. responded to a call at a
residence on Brooks Road.

Feb. 16

* At 3:19 p.m,, the dept. responded to a possible
chimney fire at a residence on Crescent Trail.

Feb. 17

* At 2:19 p.m,, the dept. responded to a fire alarm
at a residence on Hideaway Trail.

..WEATHER from page 5

5, ¢

The state’s “one size fits all calendar” affects teach-
ets, too, he said.

“Having a local calendar would allow days for staff
development on designated workdays. As a result of this
year’s weather, Macon County has converted three work-
days to instructional days which in turn has eliminated
three opportunities to host any workshops or training, If
training were crucial, the teacher would have to travel to
Franklin after school (1 hour each way) or miss class in-
structional time to attend. The ‘Raleigh’ calendar restrains
local counties from adding more workday flexibility.”

Superintendent Baldwin said so far the yeat-end test-
ing schedule won’t be impacted to a large degree but the
last day of school might change.

“By law, our last school day can be no later than the
Friday closest to June 11 and the testing schedule must be
confined to the last five school days for semester cours-
es,” he said. “Our last school day is scheduled to be on
June 12, but that may be moved to June 13 to make up a

day lost to inclement weather.”
— Kim Lewicki

Changes to 2013-'14 school calendar

All remaining teacher workdays are now instruc-
tional days. These instructional days will be full days
with no early dismissals.

Workdays that are now instructional days are as:

* Friday, March 28

* Friday, April 11

* Friday, June 13

If inclement weather continues days will be
made up during Spring Break or possible Saturday

school.
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+ CI ASSIFIEDS -

HELP WANTED

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY
In Highlands is hiring full-time for deli and
dishwashing positions. Contact Don at
828.526.2400.

DINING ROOM MANAGER.
Oversees dining operations in private
seasonal country club setting in beautiful
Highlands, North Carolina. Experience in
the management of fine dining with a dis-
cerning membership is a must. Competitive
salary. Fun summer environment. Please fax
resumes to 828-526-9608. (2/20)

EVENTS DIRECTOR. Coordinating
and directing events at a fun, high-energy
seasonal private country club in upscale
Highlands, NC. Individual must be driven,
creative,and have great people skills. Experi-
ence in management of fine dining a must.
Salary and incentives to commensurate with
experience. Please fax resumes to 828-526-
9608. (2/20)

CAREER OPPORTUNITY AT TJ
BAILEY IN HIGHLANDS. Retail, On-
line Sales and Multi-media Marketing posi-
tions available. Come grow with us. - full or
part-time.828-526-2262 or resume store@
TJBmens.com (st.2/13)

RES /| COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

MUST SELL. 6+ acres at Lake Glen-
ville.. Lake and mountain views. $130,000
or Best Offer. Call 706-348-3208. (st. 2/20)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT. Great
location on CarolinaWay between 64E and
5th St across from Bank of America. +1480
sqft. Office or retail. $1500/month. Call Tom
Clark(404)210-7979 or (828)526-4646(st.
9/19)

ITEMS FOR SALE

GOLF CART. 1996 Club Car. New
batteries with less than 5 miles on them.
Four seats. Full all weather canopy. Double
bag rack.Storage bin/cooler under rear
seats. From an absentee third home owner.
Has seen very little use. Always dealer ser-
viced and kept in a heated garage. Charger
and manual included. Close to pristine
condition. Save thousands. $2,995.00. 828-
421-7886. (2/6 - pd)

2006 JAYCO, JAYFLIGHT 27.5
BHS 5TH WHEEL CAMPER WITH
GOOSENECKADAPTER.Split sleeping

areas with bunk beds and queen masterbed.
Sleeps 8 to 9.Very clean. Like new with all
the luxuries of home. $9,000. Call to view.
828-526-8373. (st. 1/9)

1995 BMW 3251, 4-door sedan. Ma-
roon. $2,500. OBO. 828-526-8373. (st. 1/9)

PEARL RIVER UPRIGHT PIANO
— Like new. $1,500 or OBO. Call Mark. 828-
526-4563. (Jan 30)

SOURCE GREEN HEAT EFFI-
CIENT ELECTRIC HEATER w/remote,
wood grain cabinet pd. $179 - like new, only
used 4 months - $100.200-0183.

SERVICES

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HANDYMAN - Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor plumbing and
electric, decks and additions. Free Estimates.
Insured. Call 421-4667. (7/25)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE
— Let Charlie Dasher handle your transpor-
tation whether it’s to the airport, a special
event, or just around town. He provides van
service for weddings, and is licensed and
insured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection.
828-743-0900.

J&) LAWNAND LANDSCAPING
SERVICES - Complete Landscaping Com-
pany, Design, Installation and Maintenance.
Also featuring Plants, Trees, Hardscapes,VWa-
ter Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage,
Erosion Control and RR-Tie work. Serving
the Highlands/Cashiers area since 1988.
828-526-2251.

Service Directory Ads
$17/wk BW
$22/wk/color

Classified Ads
$6 for 10 words, 20
cents for each word

thereafter
Y extra for yellow

Larry Rogers

(828) 526-2874

Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating * Grading * Trucking Trackhoe _'L =
Backhoe ¢ Blasting « Utilities

.STORM continued from page 11

equipment. Snow removal is brutal on trucks,
tractors, plows, spreaders, and cutting blades.
We were able to utilize all six trucks which
wete equipped with plows/spreaders, the
motor grader, backhoes, and other tractors
with minimal down time.”

As the week progressed and the snow
kept coming businesses that stayed open
Wednesday, closed Thursday and some that
were closed Wednesday opened Thursday
with abbreviated hours.

President and Managing Director of
Old Edwards Hospitality Group Richard
Delaney said OEI had a few cancellations
duting the storm but not many.

At 8 p.m., Wednesday night, during
the height of the storm, patrons were seen
eating at Madison’s Restaurant. (See photo
on page 11.)

“We then had a few more cancellations

for dinner and rooms for the weekend
but we had a good waiting list so we
re-booked them quickly,” said Delaney.
“Both Madison’s and the hotel were
full Friday and Saturday and almost full
Sunday because of the long President’s
Day weekend.”

There is sure to be another snow
event, but with February coming to an
end, so too might prolonged storms and
frigid temperatures. Even during this
most recent storm, temperatures hovered
in the 20s — warm compared to the Polar
Vortex in January where temperatures
were negative 9 degrees.

To keep up with the weather on
the Highlands Plateau visit Highlands
Newspapet’s weather station at http://
www.highlandsinfo.com/wx.htm.

— Kim Lewicki

Have you leed Your

Crow Space Encqpsulutinn Sqatem

Thera are three things sl destroy matecals in general and wood in particu s
weator, heat, and ulira-vioket ractiation, of thase, watar is by {ar the most cestructivel

Protect your home from;
L Muad

u;.

o Structurai Damage
Y Smells & Odors
Y Loss of Sto rage Space
o Radon Gas
o

Rising Energy Cosls (:l{f a H AREa

Croagl Spoce t--r.:uu.crm ’*'-.*..141 .
.-"‘ .

Tha earth in your dirt crawl spece is the majorsource -, S
of maisiure in your home! This moisture s caried up * : l':
into your houss fram he natural upward air flow created |
from rising heal. CleanSpaca’ s tha answiar. T " l
! .
Call for a FREE Estimate on the CleanSpace® ~5= 5"
Crawl Space Encapsulation System ol

DryCrawiSpaces.com *jg:22:exE




Highlands
Cove
Realty

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main

i 3 526-2590 « www.mainstreet-inn.com
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The

Chambers Agency
Realtors

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands
www.chambersagency.net

Andrea Gabbard
Broker/Owner
Highlands
Mountain Realty
828-200-6742

Available
Call 828-526-3228
or
email
highlandseditor@aol.

w5

b

Oriental Rug
Gallery
526-5759

Main St, Oak Square,
Mon-Sat, 10-5
Sun. 12-4 0

Reebes

% Hardware

SILVER EAGLE

Authenlic Native American
fewelry Arts & Crafls

POAELEY = GEMS B MINERALY
SEHETOMNEA MOCCARNS
MATIVE AMERICAMN ART

BOOKS = KNIVES
370 Main Street @
Highbinds, NC 25741
wearw Alivarsagiegaieny com

H-C Players
H-C Chamber Music

LAUREL AT,

@

.?/ Please Support Qur
Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

1

L Sunset Rock

lg Golden (‘:h{ggdis;_Sushi Ba

‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’
b, Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
THE PEOPLE YOU TURN TO.
THE BANK YOU TRLUST

Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days
800.438.2265

Wine & Beer
WWW AMACONB ANE. COM

Highlands Plaza
526-5525

MEMBER FDIC i
Delivery in town w/$15 order

Ecaiial HOUSING LENDER

Thg Computer Mﬂn!

But you can call me James!

———

« Computer Sales
« Computer Services

» Computer Par
526-179¢
68 Highlands Plaza « Highlands NC

T

Cosper Flowers

ere Smiles are in Bloom All Year
Tues-Fri: 11a to 5:30p
; * Sat: 10a to 1p

Orders & Deliveries Daily

In Highlands PIaza@
__ between Bryson’s

& cleaners

£(828) 526-8671

MEADOWS

MOUNTAIN REALTY

Walk to Main St. from this
mountain cottage w/front-
age on rushing Mill Creek.
3bd/3ba, new kitchen w/
granite, hardwood floors,
covered & open decks &
2 master suites.
$560,000. MLS# 73013

Joe Webb styled vintage
log cabin on Mirror Lake!
Private dock, 2br/1.5ba,
pine walls & floors, covered
deck, metal roof and large
back yard & minutes to
town.

$325,000. MLS# 77293

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex
41 Church Street
Downtown
828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC

2334 Cashiers Road
828.526.4101

www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com
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REALTY GROUP

A Licensed North Carolina Firm

Customized Brokerage for Your Specific Needs

Pat Allen

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

5;2358223668'%4 jajosborn@gmail.com e pat.f. allen @ gmail. com

www.patallenrealtygroup.com Broker-in-charge
828-526-8784 (office)

828-200-9179 (cell)

Building Green

zis CIMARRON

=& BUILDERS
828-526-2240

www.cimbuild.com

Building Value Highlands

buth va’s

TERNATIONAL REALTY

#1

Broker

2013 per
HCMLS

JACKSON HOLE
Open
7 Days a Week!
10a to 4p

fM‘

..on the Gorge Road

AR

&

Jody Lovell

828-524-5850

Highlands-Cashiers

~
REALTOR OF THE WEEK s
Nadine Paradise 4l
BROKER ¥ AY
CELL: 828-371-2551 =
NadineParadise@gmail.com 1 /
\g
LAND K i’
REALTY GROUF “Bridging your way
A ROV SHELL CoMPANy to the MDHME&MSI”

26-4663 | 225 Main St.

Closed for Winter Break.
Reopening on
March 13

" == [Please call for reservations
526-4906

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

=) i 343-D
'-'- 4Main Street!
& 526-4035

Serving
Lunch and

; Dinner
www.jacksonholegemmine.com ‘ . 828'526"_‘104 | Closed Wed.
highlandssir.com WWW. w11dthvmegourmet com
E,‘ 1o (40) D ...on the Verandah [
e HI I E AK o
L]

REALTY

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...

GRS

and Invest in Your Life!”™

Mal Phillips,
Broker
(828) 200-2642

WhiteOak RG.com

(828) 526-8118 * 125 South 4th Street

Leslie Cook,
Broker
(828) 421-5113

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker
(828) 337-0706

Susie deVille,
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Wick Ashburn,
Broker
(828) 421-0500

on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

Closed for
Winter Break

WWW.ontheverandah.co

MQCULLEY’S

CASHMERE
Scotland’s Best Knitwear
% Open 7 days a week
526-4407
“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.




