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By Photographer Cynthia Strain

A Winter Oasis at Highlands CC

On Friday, Jan. 31, officials 
with Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
(HCH) and Mission Health 
completed the legal process 
required to bring HCH on as a 
full member of  Mission Health.  
This action follows approval of  
the arrangement by the HCH and 
Foundation Boards of  Directors 
as well as Mission Health’s 
Board of  Directors during their 
respective meetings on Jan. 23.

“This is an exciting time for 
our hospital and the community 
we serve, “said Charlie Sheehan, 
Cha i r  o f  the  H igh l ands -
Cashiers Hospital Board of  
Directors.   “When we began 
this initiative, our Board wanted 
to partner with an organization 
that  would  mainta in loca l 
governance,  enhance  our  focus 
o n  q u a l i t y  p a t i e n t  c a r e , 
facilitate physician recruitment 
and retention, improve the 
hospital’s financial viability 
and expand our community’s 
access to a broader  spectrum 
of  health  services.   I could not 
be more pleased with how our 
relationship with Mission Health 
– one of  the nation’s Top 15 
Health Systems – has developed.  
I believe the results will be 
exceptional for our hospital, 
and more importantly for our 
community.“ 

“I’m so pleased to welcome 
this  impor tant community 

H-C Hospital 
joins Mission 

Health

Notice is hereby given that 
Filing Notice of  Candidacy for 
the 2014 Primary Elections will 
began at noon on Monday, Feb-
ruary 10, 2014 and will end noon 
Friday, February 28, 2014 in ac-
cordance with G.S. 163-106(c).

The seats that are open for 
filing at the Macon County Board 
of  Elections office are:

Sheriff:  One (1) seat open, 
filing fee for this office is $638.88. 

Register of  Deeds: One (1) 

seat open, filing fee for this office 
is $411.83

Clerk of  Superior Court: 
One (1) seat open, filing fee for 
this office is $834.00

County Commissioner Dis-
trict 1: One (1) seat open, filing 
fee for this office is $98.65

County Commissioner Dis-
trict 2: Two (2) seats open, filing 
fee for this office is $98.65

NC Senate, District 50: One 
(1) seat open, filing fee for this of-

fice is $207.00
NC House of  Representa-

tives, District 120: One (1) seat 
open, filing fee for this office is 
$207.00

Contenders will go against 
Sheriff  Robert Holland, Register 
of  Deeds Todd Raby, Clerk of  
Superior Court Vic Perry, Dis-
trict One County Commissioner 
Jim Tate, District 2 County Com-
missioner Ronnie Beale and Ron 

Filing for May Primary begins next week

Changing 
the face of 
Highlands

Several projects in the works 
will soon change the face of  
Highlands – and in a good way.

At the last Town Board 
meeting, commissioners OK’d the 
Founders Park Coalition’s request 
to begin fundraising so phase 1 
of  Kelsey-Hutchinson Park can 
become a reality. 

“This  i s  the  bes t  way 
communities work. It isn’t them or 
us it’s US,” said Commissioner Amy 
Patterson. “So the government 
does its part, the community does 
its part and when its willing to put 
up this much effort to make sure 
the town knows what’s going on, 
I think we should support that.”

Basically, the group wants 
to develop structures in the main 
park area that will facilitate day-
use.

Depending on funding, 
initial construction projects could 
include: walkways through the 
park, trellises and arbors, picnic 
tables, benches, an interactive 

At a Special Called Town 
Board meeting, Wed., Jan. 29, 
commissioners accepted a letter 
of  resignation from one ABC 
Board member, removed another 
and expanded the board from 
three members to five members.

“The Town Board doesn’t 
want to manage the ABC Board or 
the operations of  the ABC Store – 
by statute that is not our charge,” 
said Mayor Patrick Taylor. “But 
the Town Board’s responsibility is 
to appoint qualified members who 

will in turn oversee the finances, 
operations and policies of  the 
ABC Store. In recent weeks the 
Town Board and the general pub-
lic have been made aware of  ma-
jor problems with the ABC Board 
that if  left uncorrected could have 

a very negative impact on the 
successful operation of  the ABC 
Store.”

Taylor went on to say that 
the Town Board had been hope-
ful that the ABC Board could 

Town Board moves to restructure the ABC Board
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•Letters•

Dear Editor,
The alleged embezzlement of  around 

$50,000 from Macon County taxpayers by 
a county employee highlights incompe-
tency within the county’s “award winning” 
Finance Department. The allegations in 
Judge Letts’ search warrant for the Macon  
County Board of  Elections (BOE) office 
lay out the damning details.

The alleged embezzler wrote at least 
29 “check requests” between July 2013 and  
mid-January 2014 with insufficient docu-
mentation and no or forged signature  au-
thorizations. Without hesitation Finance’s 
accounts payable (A/P) issued  checks 
totaling around $50,000 to sham vendors. 
The checks were given to the  embezzler 
who allegedly pocketed the money.

Macon County, with over 400 em-
ployees and a budget of  nearly $60 mil-
lion annually, has a Finance Department 
using purchase order (PO) and payment 
procedures appropriate for a “mom and 
pop” shop. Why would the county’s Fi-
nance Department process any “check 
requests” except in very limited and care-
fully controlled circumstances? To handle 
29 “check requests” from one employee 
over a short period is astounding. Espe-
cially since many didn’t meet authorization 
requirements, involved “vendors” who 
weren’t vetted, receipt of  services wasn’t 
verified, and checks weren’t mailed to the 
vendors.

Was there a co-conspirator within the 
Finance Department? Will any Finance 
Department employees be disciplined for 
failure to follow procedures? Are there any 
written procedures?

“Check requests” are ripe for fraud 
and at least one employee figured that out. 
How many other undetected embezzle-
ments have occurred, or are occurring, 
within Macon County government?

The county manager must hire an in-
dependent forensic auditor, or an auditor 
from the Office of  the State Auditor, to 
thoroughly review all aspects of  Macon 

County’s Finance Department. The 
forensic auditor must assure everyone that 

Were there  
co-conspirators 

within the  
Macon County  
Finance Dept.?

•See LETTERS page 8

The facts about the 
ABC Store

Dear Editor,
It seems that there is only one side of  

the story getting out concerning the ABC 
Store woes.

In response to the letter entitled 
“Don’t Kill the Messenger” in the Jan. 
30 edition of  Highlands Newspaper, the 
blame for the loss of  funds being given 

no other illegal activities have occurred or 
are occurring, and assure that all purchas-
ing procedures in the Finance Department 
are brought up to 21st century standards.

Until a forensic audit is completed, 
corrective actions are implemented, and 
a  public report is issued to county resi-
dents answering all questions raised, resi-
dents should have no confidence that the 
county’s Finance Department is protecting 
taxpayers’ money.

Vic Drummond
Franklin, NC

to benefactors of  ABC store is the fault 
of  employees and benefits. This is just not 
true.

First: ABC board brought in two con-
sultants (Mike Myrick and Sara Brewer) for 
suggestions of  saving money for store. The 
benefit policies were mentioned to which 
the two consultants stated that the ABC 
store policies should mirror Town of  High-
lands policies. Guess what, they are the 
same. Years of  service equals hours of  va-
cation and sick leave. That policy has been 
at the ABC store for the past 20 plus years. 
So I do not think that is the problem. I be-
lieve quite of  few businesses offer benefit 
packages, banks, construction companies, 
telephone, retail, post office, etc.

Second: Wanting to cut employees pay 
25% is enormous especially since the em-
ployee pay is not the source for the loss of  
funds to benefactors of  ABC store. I am 
not sure you will find many (if  any ) em-
ployees that would be happy about a 25% 
pay cut anywhere in the USA.

Third: To answer the question about 
all parts of  benefit package being true. I 

guess the gentleman was referring to the 
part about an employee taking 4 months 
of  time off  in a year and being paid for 
that time. No,that statement was not true. 

To earn that much vacation and sick 
leave, an employee would have to be em-
ployed for 15 or more years. The only time 
an employee can take sick leave is for Dr. 
or dentists appointments, at home sick or 
in hospital. I am not positive but in the 30 
plus years the ABC store has been in op-
eration you will probably not find abuse 
of  sick leave or vacation time earned. I 
know of  one employee that used sick leave 
earned(God rest his Soul).

Fourth: The benefactors of  ABC 
store are still receiving funds, maybe not 
as much as four or five years ago. So let’s 
look back to see what has changed at ABC 
store in the last 5 years. Employee benefit 
package has not changed, same number of  
employees, store moved. Oh wait that may 
be the problem. The store moved from a 
Town owned building paying $1 per year 
rent to a bigger, nicer, better location store 
and paying $40 - 80,000 per year rent. May-
be that is where the extra funds to bene-
factors is going and not the fault of  ABC 
Store employees.

Last: It was mentioned that ABC 
store benefits might be part of  problem 
of  funding State Retirement system. I truly 
do not believe 4 employees of  Highlands 
ABC have hurt the State Retirement sys-
tem. That problem is more than likely in 
Raleigh, NC.

Skip Keener
Highlands 

Dear Editor,
I would like to address issues stated in 

last week’s article regarding the proposed 
name change of  the Scaly Mountain 
Community.  This small  g roup was 
organized and formed without notice to 
the local residents/property owners in Scaly 
Mountain. Mr. Futral and Mr. Coram said 
that notices were sent to people in King 
Mountain, Rocky Knob, and Highlands 
Gap, however they were not sent to their 
associations, but only to a select few living in 
these communities. No notices were placed 
in mailboxes, or placed in the public areas 
stating a meeting place or anything about 
this self-organized group. And none of  the 

About the Scaly 
Mountain name 

change
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•Obituary•

• See OBITUARIES page 9

Dennis Herman Mat-
thews was greeted by a 
smiling Jesus on Thursday, 
January 23rd. He died dur-
ing heart surgery and joins 
his wife of  59 years, Julie. 
Dennis was born October 1, 
1930 in Philadelphia; how-
ever, he spent most of  his 
adult life in Jacksonville and 
also Highlands, NC.

Dennis began his career 
as a co-op student at Geor-
gia Tech and graduated in 
1954 with a Bachelor of  Sci-
ence in Mechanical Engineering (he was a 
member of  the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity 
and the Army ROTC). He began attending 
First United Methodist Church in Jackson-
ville where he married his wife Julie Hawes 
of  Tallahassee. He served in the US Army 
as a Second Lieutenant in the Signal Corps 
and was stationed at Fort Monmouth, NJ 
and later at Fort Gordon in Augusta, GA. 
Dennis began his career with Florida Ma-
chine & Foundry in 1954 after starting 
there as a co-op student while attending 
Georgia Tech. He returned to Jacksonville 
in 1957 and began a long career, initially 
with the foundry and also with FLECO, 
retiring in 1995 with Balderson, a division 
of  Caterpillar. Dennis traveled extensive-
ly to Europe, Latin America, and South 
America where he developed his love for 
foreign languages, which he used to skill-
fully communicate with other cultures 
around the world. 

Dennis lived a life of  precision and 
passion serving God through many years 
of  volunteer work in the community; in-
cluding public schools, Boy Scouts, Habi-
Jax, mission work in Bolivia, and at First 
United Methodist Church in Jacksonville 
and Highlands United Methodist Church 
in Highlands, NC. 

His love language was a four letter 
word: W-O-R-K. Never more evident than 
at First United Methodist Church, where 
Dennis served for more than 50 years, 
holding various leadership positions at 
both churches.

His passion for music spanned a life-
time, beginning with assembly in the first 
grade, the Glee Club at Georgia Tech, and 
as a member of  the choirs at both church-
es. He shared his talents by performing at 
weddings, funerals, and parties by delight-
ing everyone with his beautiful baritone 
voice. He was still singing solos at the age 
of  83 and he now joins the heavenly choir. 
Dennis was a man of  deep faith and in-
tegrity. He provided an example of  how 

Dennis Herman Matthews
to live a life of  honor to his 
children, grandchildren, and 
friends.

Survivors include: his 
sister Iris Kern (Al), of  
Ocean Ridge, FL; sister-in-
law, Ola Hawes Joyce (Jim) 
of  Tallahassee, FL; and four 
children: David Thomas 
Matthews (Meg) of  Roswell, 
GA; twin daughters: Lucie 
Matthews Patton (Chuck) of  
Winston-Salem, NC and 
Leslie Matthews Kiely (Neil) 
of  Mountain Lakes, NJ; and 

Jefferson Hawes Matthews (Betsy) of  
Jacksonville; and the proud grandfather 
of  seven grandchildren: Catherine Mat-
thews Isbill (Jonathan) and Lindsay Russell 
Matthews of  Atlanta; Cameron Matthews 
Kiely and Reed Hampton Kiely of  Moun-
tain Lakes, NJ and Spencer Robert Kiely 
of  NYC; Charles Collett Patton and Baker 
VanBuren Patton of  Chapel Hill, NC; and 
many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was held in cel-
ebration of  the outstanding life that Den-
nis lived on Tuesday, January 28th at First 
United Methodist Church in Jacksonville. 
Memorial gifts to honor Dennis’ love and 
commitment to his church can be made to 
First United Methodist Church, 225 E. Du-
val St., Jacksonville, FL 32202, (904) 356-
5618. Please sign the guestbook at Jackson-
ville.com.

Alvin Crowe, Jr., 78, of  Franklin, died 
Friday, January 31, 2014. Born in Macon 
County, he was the son of  the late Alvin 
Calvin Crowe, Sr. and Pearl Reed Crowe. 
In addition to his parents, he was preceded 
in death by a brother, Morris Crowe and a 
sister, Doris Crowe Picklesimer. Alvin was 
a member of  Pleasant Hill Baptist Church; 
he was a retired painter and he loved Nas-
car, going to the beach and camping.

He is survived by his wife of  36 years, 

Alvin Crowe, Jr.



Featuring WEEKLY SPECIALS and  
refreshing drinks in our  

Rainforest Margarita & Mojito Bar!
Go to www.elaztecahighlands.com

for more information.

Serving
Lunch & Dinner

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

• 

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11:30a to 4p

(Closed Wednesday)
Serving Dinner 

Mon-Sat, beginning at 
5:30p

(Closed Wednesday) 

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Frozen Yogurt

Paninis • Baked Goods
On Main Street

7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Winter Hours: Tues.-Sun. 5-9p
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Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

New Winter Hours:
Closed Sunday, Monday and Tuesday

OPEN
Wednesday through Saturday

11a to 8p

Thank you for your continued support.
We look forward to serving you in 2014!

Follow us at www.Facebook.com/CaffeRel for weekly 
specials and updates.

459 East Main Street, Franklin, NC 28734
828-369-9446

• Highlands Area Dining •

Authentic Asian Cuisine
Open 7 days a week • 11a to 9p

137 Main Street (Wright Sq.)
828-526-8800

Daily LUNCH Special 11:30a to 2p
$7.95 (includes sweet tea)
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• See FACE page 7

fountain for kids, a monument plaza to 
the town’s founders, drinking fountain(s), a 
picnic pavilion, a permanent performance 
pavilion/bandstand, walkway lighting, 
plantings and landscaping throughout.

Though formal fundraising is only now 
just beginning, about $30,000 has already 
been pledged in money and in-kind work. 
To participate, send donations to Highlands 
Land Trust, PO Box 1703, Highlands, NC 
28741 and put “Founders Park” in the 
memo line.

Donning its Appearance Commission 
hat for the first time since the Appearance 
Commission was dissolved and the Planning 
Board took on its duties, the Planning Board 
considered the look and design of  three new 
projects – Cyprus Restaurant’s new Main 
Street façade, the First Presbyterian Church’s 
Memorial Garden and Old Edwards Inn’s 
exterior additions to its new property – 200 
Main.

Cyprus International Restaurant 
Cyprus Restaurant is moving to the old 

Oak Street Café location on Main Street 
and erecting a free standing deck over the 
Extreme Threads building next door which 
can then be accessed from a staircase in the 
alley next to Extreme Threads or from inside 
the restaurant proper. Obviously this will 
allow for outdoor seating.

The only aspect of  the project the 
Planning Board considered was the new deck 
and the new parking arrangement off  Oak 
Street. Nothing is changing on the old Oak 
Street building façade.

Owner Nick Figel said after 11 ½ years 
on NC 106 he is excited about becoming part 
of  downtown Highlands and contributing to 
the energy of  the district.

Since parking on Main Street is always 
an issue, Figel will be demolishing the 
outside deck on the back of  the building 
which was accessed from Oak Street and 
replacing it with grass pavers for parking.  

All members were impressed with the 
design which includes a vertical copper sign 
spelling out the name C-Y-P-R-U-S and an 
edgy, upscale deck which includes a wall of  
copper on the side of  the restaurant adjacent 
to the deck. 

Though metal is allowed for signage, 
it isn’t on the list of  approved materials for 
exteriors.

Figel explained that copper is part 
of  Cyprus’s theme and its peasant food 
preparation and said the patina of  the copper 
will evolve over time and will have a “warm” 
quality which compliments the restaurant’s 
color scheme.

Planning Director Josh Ward said 
allowing copper on a wall would mean 
changing the Unified Development Code 
which – including a public hearing, etc., -- 
would take 90-120 days to finalize.

Since Figel’s next step is the Zoning 
Board of  Adjustment where he will apply 
for a Special Use Permit, member Tony 
Potts asked if  he could request a variance 
for the copper.

Ward said the Zoning Board can’t 
vary from the town’s code, and without 
the copper Figel can still make use of  
the property – which is the only reason a 
variance might be issued.

The board unanimously approved the 
appearance of  the project and went on 
record saying it wanted the Town Board 
to consider allowing the copper wall and 
recommended the Town Board review the 
request.

First Presbyterian Church Memorial 
Garden

Landscape Architect Hank Ross 
presented the plans for the Presbyterian 
church’s new Memorial Garden on the 
corner of  Fifth and Church streets.

The property is currently a wood and 
shrub triangle that houses the Kelsey Rock 
under which is a time capsule.

The garden is being developed as a 
burial place for cremains but also as a public 
green space which will include a Celtic cross, 
a pond-less water feature, a monument, and 
lots of  greenery.

There will be space for 90 cremains 
boxes which will be set along the back of  
the garden.

The board approved the design 
unanimously.

OEI’s 200 Main pool
The Old Edwards Hospitality Group 

has purchased High Mountain Lodge on 
the corner of  2nd and Main streets and is 
currently renovating the structure including 
a new metal roof.

Last Monday the Planning Board 
considered the landscape plan which will 
include two terraces on the Main Street side 
of  the motel, a small privacy deck at the 
entrance of  the Honeymoon Suite facing 
2nd Street and a swimming pool on the Oak 
Street side.

The pool will be situated where the 
boulder outcrops now exist along Oak 
Street. Including terraces around the pool 
the total square footage will be 5,000 sq. ft. 
The pool itself  will be 1,300 sq. ft. and will 
be surrounded by a 48” high railing.

The terraces on the Main Street side 
will be situated around a water feature and 
will provide 1,700 sq. ft. of  public space 
for guests. 

The board unanimously approved the 
plans. 

Members of  the Planning Board 
were also asked to consider extending 
the restricted parking regulations in the 

...FACE continued  from page 1
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 Macon County Commissioner Jim Tate announces his bid for Re-Election!

Join the Tate for Commissioner campaign and add your name to the list!
Call Commissioner Tate at 828-371-0773 or email him at jamesptate@aol.com.

Paid for by Tate for Commissioner

Jim, Allison, Ethan and Eliza
 “Commissioner Tate has a proven record of working hard for Macon County. Through 
common sense leadership, Jim has supported our schools, our county employees, our 
sheriff ’s department and our recreation enhancements. He did so while keeping our 
tax rates the lowest in the state of North Carolina. I will proudly vote to keep Jim Tate 
our Commissioner.”

— Kyle Garner, Franklin, N.C.

The following residents are proud to support the re-election campaign of Macon 
County Commissioner Jim Tate:

Brandon & Jessica Peek
Karl & Janet Gillespie
Kevin & Beth Corbin
Craig Hambrick
Kyle & Lauren Garner
Jimmy & Katie Deal
Brian Bateman
Bill & Patti Harrell
Richard & Francis Harrell
Sammie & David Leffler
Jim & Brenda Garner
David Wilkes
John & Anita Lupoli
Mike & Becki Bryson
Stephen & Carol Lucas
Jeff & Christy Weller
Bert & Stephanie McCall
Brad & Ashley Hyder

Michael & Belinda Gaines
Fred & Pam Goldsmith
Ashley Hornsby Welch
Clyde & Sarah Fricks
Gary Shields
Chris & Mandy Hanners
Chris & Angie Gilbert
Roberta Swank
Matt Kolodzik
Paul & Melissa Corbin
Joe & Devon Deal
Alan & Jessica Bradley
David & Judy Houston
Josh & Crystal Teem
Steve & Kim Chenoweth
Doug Cabe
Dean & Glenda Cook

Kelly & Dayna Corbin
Melissa Evans
Harold & Dean Corbin
Orville Jr. & Carolyn Coward
John & Julie Tastinger
Lewis Penland Sr.
Ben & Jean Swafford
Robin Jenkins
Derek & Irena Taylor
Richard & Melissa Delany
Billy & Sherry Vanhook
Eric Moberg
John & Mandy Underwood
Susan Duncan
Tony & Terri Potts
James (Popcorn) & Leesa Manley
Lenny Jordan

Haven, NC Senate District 50, Jim Davis 
and NC House of  Representatives District 
120, Roger West.

As per email queries, all incumbents 
intend to file for the Primary Elections.

The first day for Absentee Voting by 
mail for the 2014 Primary Election be-
gins Monday, March 17 at 8 a.m. and ends 
Tuesday April 29 at 5p.m. The last day to 
return Absentee ballots by hand are Tues-
day, May 6 at 5 p.m. (If  mailed must be 
post marked by May 6th.)

The deadline for Primary Registration 
is Friday, April 11 at 5 p.m.

The first day of  One-Stop Voting is 
Thursday, April 24 at 8 a.m. and ends Sat-
urday, May 3 at 1 p.m.

The county’s second one-stop voting 
location has been identified as the High-
lands Civic Center and will hopefully be 
ready for May’s primary. One-Stop Voting 
is also at the Macon County Courthouse.

The second location will give High-

lands residents and people who are work-
ing in Highlands, easier access to one-stop 
voting. “Because it’s so hard for people liv-
ing in Highlands and people who may live 
in Franklin and work in Highlands to get 
to the courthouse for one-stop voting, this 
second location will help get more people 
to the polls,” said Luke Bateman, chairman 
of  the Board of  Elections.. 

Highlands is the largest precinct in the 
county, but despite the numbers of  eligible 
voters, the one-stop voting numbers have 
been historically low, causing the polls on 
election day to be overwhelmed with voters 
causing a back up and long wait times. 

Tuesday, May 6 is Primary Election 
Day. Polls are open 6:30a-7:30p.

For additional information you may 
contact the Macon County Board of  Elec-
tions at 5 West Main Street, Franklin, NC 
28734 or by calling 828-349-2034

–Kim Lewicki

...PRIMARY continued  from page 1

downtown district 
through December

T h e y 
unanimously agreed 
to recommend the 
extension to the 
Town Board, but 
at a later date want 
to reconsider the 
rea l  estate f i r ms 
exemption from the 
restrictions.

I t  a lso plans 
on re-looking at the 
town’s  approved 
list of  materials for 
exteriors.

– Kim Lewicki

...FACE continued  from page 1 ...FACE continued  from page 6

View of Memorial Garden from Fifth Street.

View of Cyprus deck over Xtreme Threads on Main Street.
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526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

Walk-Ins Welcome! 

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Wednesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5  • Sat. 10-2

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

Maggie Rogers and Jenna Schmitt

Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

I just wanted to thank all the people 
who worked, and bought and hopefully 
enjoyed the pizzas. We made 78 pizzas and 
ate three, selling 75. We grossed $2,800 and 
had about $400 in costs, including 5 more 
pizza pans which will be used for years.

The $2,600 profit in Bolivia is equiva-
lent to one month’s budget at the foster 
home, two airline flights to Bolivia, half  a 
house, two ecological above ground toilets, 
6 months of  private school for 6 of  our 
boys, or medicines and other material for 
the jail for a year. In other words, a very 

• Thank You•

successful project. Thank you all once 
again. Steve and Michelle Hott will be go-
ing to Montero from March 9 to the 18th, 
and the larger group will be there from 
May 15 to June 30 if  anyone is wanting to 
come or get more information. You can 
call me at 526-3605 or email at rucker@
dnet.net. The cost for the trip is about 
$2,000 which includes transportation and 
R&B in Bolivia. 

Dr. John Baumrucker
Highlands

We have relocated to 555 E. Main 
Street in the “Falls on Main” shopping area 
across the street from the Hudson Library. 
The move makes us more visible to the 
community and its visitors and shoppers. 
We are continuing to offer a large inven-
tory of  all types of  books, movies, CDs 
etc. and to count on the community for 
your generous contribution of  these items. 
Dedicated volunteers staff  the Bookworm 
and we are always looking for more. If  in-
terested please contact Delaine Mehder at 
828-482-0326. Volunteers are needed for 

The Bookworm has moved and is now open! 

local families were notified of  this group 
organizing, and have not been involved in 
their procedures. They say this group is 
comprised of  business owners, but there 
were several businesses that were not 
notified or included in this group. 

With regard to “downtown Scaly 
Mountain,” there is not, nor has there 
ever been a “town.” We are a crossroads 

community. When they state there has been 
a decline in the area with businesses closing, 
there have also been others to open, like the 
Highlands Aerial Park, Mountain Laurel Rest 
Bed and Breakfast, The Vineyard at 37 High 
Holly and Annie’s Café, all opening in 2013. 
None of  these owners were present at this 
meeting. In all, two have closed, and four 
have opened, all without the help of  this 

organization and all in the community of  
Scaly Mountain. 

Mr. Coram points out that Bartram has 
a historical basis, but maybe he is unaware 
that there is controversy over whether 
William Bartram actually ever hiked through 
our area. 

Mr. Coram states he wants to “sketch 
out a viable future for the community”. “If  
we don’t respect our past, it’s hard to build 
a future.”

With regard to getting membership 
dues and members, who will be included 

in this membership? To date there are 
between 438 signatures opposing the name 
change. No one is opposed to progress 
in our community as witnessed by our 
support of  the businesses we currently 
have. The opposition is when a small group 
comprised of  11 people, vote to change 
this community, and think they can do so 
without respecting the opinions of  ALL 
of  the people that make Scaly Mountain 
what it is.

Pat Leaptrot
Scaly Mountain

Dear Editor,
My latest hero has almost single hand-

edly set up our new used bookstore in 
Highlands,

It is a sight to behold. Wonderful light, 
shelving full of  nice books and helpful vol-
unteers to serve you.

If  you have never met Delaine Me-
hder you need to do so. She took on the job 
of  moving the Bookworm from its former 
location to its new one at Falls on Main. 
across from the Hudson Library.

As some of  you know, the Bookworm 
profits go straight to the library, and the 
library board voted to make this move. 
Delaine took on this mammoth job with 

Thanks for a ‘New’ Bookworm

Our pizza ‘party’ was a success!

almost no help. Imagine setting up a book-
store all by yourself  with an occasional 
helping hand.

I never once heard her complain or 
wish she could quit. I wish I could be so 
kind and energetic.

So, do go buy books at the Book-
worm. The prices are good. the selection 
is as varied as any you could find, and the 
service is helpful.

And if  you see Delaine, tell her thank 
you. A million thank yous wouldn’t be 
enough

Glenda Bell
Highlands

morning and afternoon hours. 
We also need volunteers to work as 

substitutes. You can be a year round or 
summer resident. Our winter hours will re-
main Tuesday through Saturday from 10-4. 
Drop by during these hours to bring your 
donations of  gently used books or to find 
new ones. What can be more relaxing than 
curling up in front of  the fire with a good 
book during a cold, winter day? Please stop 
in for a visit and we will help you find one! 
And remember all proceeds go to the Hud-
son Library.
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A peaceful sanctuary tucked in the mountains just 2.8 miles 
from Main Street, Highlands, NC. Secluded but not remote. Well 
forested with mature hardwoods, Rhododendron, Mountain 
Laurel and wild flowers that take turns showing off through the 
seasons; two waterfalls & several creeks. Gentle land, easy building 
sites, and a great place to take a walk. 

Falling Waters is protected by the North Carolina Planned 
Community Act and our own covenants designed to enhance your 
enjoyment and future property values. Owner financing available.

Falling Waters is a 52-acre community 

Welcome...Come Visit!
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just 
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths 

of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 
www.highlandsnchomesites.com 

Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  
prices & a guided tour. 

828-508-9952.

inst i tution to our Mission 
Health family,” said Ronald A. 
Paulus, MD, MBA, President and 
CEO, Mission Health. “Their 
dedication to their community 
and the patients they serve 
through an unwavering focus on 
quality mirrors Mission Health’s 
BIG (GER) Aim: To get each 
patient to the desired outcome, 
first without harm, also without 
waste and with an exceptional 
experience for the patient and 
family. I look forward to what the 
future will hold for our extended 
Mission family.  It is critical that 
local, not-for-profit health care 
remains available for all western 
North Carolina residents.”

Under the structured terms 
of  the definitive agreement the 
local community and HCH Board 
of  Directors will maintain a strong 
voice in the strategic direction of  
the Hospital.  The HCH Board of  
Directors will consist of  twelve 
members – nine local and three 
Mission representatives.   HCH 
CEO, Craig James, becomes an 
employee of  Mission Health 
while all other employees remain 
HCH staff  members.  The HCH 
Foundation will remain a separate 
entity, under local ownership 
and control, and will continue 
to be responsible for providing 
f inanc ia l  suppor t  for  the 
Hospital’s capital and operational 
needs.   “All Foundation assets and 
contributions will be stewarded by 
the HCH Foundation to benefit 
the patients and communities 
served by Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital,” said Earle Mauldin, 
Chair of  the HCH Foundation.   

“I want to thank our Board’s 
negotiations committee for their 
dedicated work in the joint 
planning process that resulted 
in our definitive partnership 
agreement,” said James. “We are 
gaining the benefits of  partnering 
with one of  the nation’s top 15 
Health Systems that is devoted 
exclusively to serving the health 
care needs in western North 
Carolina in a community-owned, 
not-for-profit model.  This new 
partnership will provide HCH 
critically important advantages 
for ensuring the future of  local 
health care services for our area. 
We also look forward to working 
together in strengthening our 

position to navigate the changes in 
health care coming our way from 
both the state and federal level.”

Sheehan expressed to both 
the Hospital and the Foundation 
Boards his appreciation for their 
support, vision and willingness to 
embrace major structural change 
in the interest of  maintaining 
and improving the quality of  
health care services offered to our 
communities.

 About H-C Hospital 
  Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 

(HCH) is a not-for-profit community 
hospital serving Highlands, Cashiers 
and the surrounding NC mountain 
communities. HCH offers diagnostic, 
surgical and acute patient care through 
onsite professional services or provides 
a referral to other regional health care 
systems. Emergency care is physician-
staffed 24/7.  HCH has 24 beds for 
acute care services and 80 beds in the 
Eckerd Living Center, a skilled nursing 
facility. 

About Mission Health
  Mission Health,  based in 

Asheville, N.C., is the state’s sixth-
largest health system and the region’s 
only not-for-profit, independent 
community hospital system governed 
and managed exclusively in western 
North Carolina. Mission Health was 
recognized as one of  the nation’s Top 
15 Health Systems in 2012 and 2013 by 
Thomson Reuters and Truven Health 
Analytics, respectively. Mission Health 
is one of  only two medium-sized health 
systems to receive this recognition in 
2012 and 2013, and the only health 
system in North Carolina to achieve 
that distinction.

...MISSION continued from page 1

• See ABC BOARD page 11

Renée Fleming sings her first 
Live in HD performance of  one 
of  her signature roles, the title 
character in Dvořák’s sumptuous-
ly melodic Rusalka. The story of  
the opera, which is about a water 
spirit’s tragic romance with a hu-
man prince, is drawn from several 
folktale sources including Hans 
Christian Andersen’s “The Little 
Mermaid.” Star conductor Yan-
nick Nézet-Séguin leads a cast that 
also includes Piotr Beczala as the 
handsome Prince Rusalka yearns 
to love; Dolora Zajick as the cack-
ling swamp witch Ježibaba; Emily 
Magee as the Foreign Princess, 
Rusalka’s rival; and John Relyea as 
Rusalka’s father, the Water Sprite. 
Fleming won the Met’s National 
Council Auditions 25 years ago 

THE MET: Live in HD at the Highlands PAC 
Saturday, February 8

Joyce Queen Crowe; six children, 
Robert Alvin Crowe of  Arlington, 
TX, Ronnie Alan Crowe of  Frank-
lin, Kenneth Marvin Crowe of  
Highlands, Cheryl Crowe Jenkins 
of  Franklin, Brian David Crowe 
of  Atlanta, GA and Kayla Crowe 
McClain of  Otto; three brothers, 
Joe Crowe of  Nassau, VA, Wayne 
Crowe and Merlin Crowe both 
of  Highlands; two aunts, Pauline 
Partain and Ruby Prince both of  
Atkins, SC; 13 grandchildren; five 
great grandchildren and many 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral Service were held 
at 2 p.m. Tuesday, February 4, at 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church. Rev. 
Eddie Stillwell, Rev. Bill Faulkner 
and Rev. Frank Rodriguez offici-
ated. Burial was in the church 
cemetery.

Pallbearers were Robert 
Crowe, Kenneth Crowe, Brian 
Crowe, Eddie Miller, Tony Elkins, 
Jason Woodard, Michael Bradley, 
Josh McClain, and Kale Stincell.

Memorial donations can be 
made to the Pleasant Hill Bap-
tist Church, “Senior Fund,” 142 
Pleasant Hill Church Rd. Frank-
lin, NC 28734.

Macon Funeral Home was in 
charge of  the arrangements.

...OBITUARIES 
from page 3

singing the forlorn mermaid’s fa-
mous aria “Song to the Moon” 
and has sung the role of  Rusalka 
more than any other artist in Met 
history.

“Renée Fleming, a super-
star by any measure and now the 
work’s most visible proponent, 
took the lead role. Ms. Fleming has 
a long association with “Rusalka” 
having performed “Song to the 
Moon,” a show-stopping first-act 
aria, in her first Met appearance, 
a National Council Auditions 
concert in 1988. Portraying a wa-
ter nymph who gives up a life of  
enchantment to pursue mortal 
love with a handsome prince, Ms. 
Fleming sang with tonal splendor 
and commendable ease.” — The 
New York Times 

“As the Rusalka, sopra-
no Renée Fleming looked and 

sounded ethereal, her cool, sil-
very voice ideally suited to the 
role of  a creature longing for a 
human soul. Even in the second 
act, when her character is made 
mute by a magic spell, Fleming 
movingly portrayed the miser-
able outsider. Of  course, she 
sings, too – ravishingly in the op-
era’s most famous aria, “Song to 
the Moon,” in which the Rusalka 
laments her loneliness.” —New 
York Post

Pre-Opera Discussion be-
gins at 12:30 pm lead by Beverly 
Pittman and the MET Opera 
Live in HD begins at 12:55pm.  
Tickets are $24 and are available 
online: www.highlandspac.org or 
by Calling 828.526.9047.  

Due to the generosity of  
PAC Opera Guild Underwriter-
ers, students are FREE.  

resolve its internal problems and 
move forward in a cooperative 
manner; but given recent events, 
it has become apparent that that 
is not possible. 

“We didn’t want to become 
involved with these controver-
sies but we have a duty to make 
sure the ABC system functions 
properly. This meeting today isn’t 
being held to solve internal prob-
lems with the ABC system – that 
has to be done by a functioning 
ABC Board,” he said. “Never-
theless, we are here to help reor-
ganize the ABC Board so it can 
function in the best interest of  
the Highlands community.” 

...ABC BOARD 
from page 1



HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship – 11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 – children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 – 
Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities) 

Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9•741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.; 
Worship/Communion – 10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 
Independent Bible Church 

Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big 
Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC CHURCH

 Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: – Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.; Sat., 4p

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dwight Loggins

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.; Worship – 6 
p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.  
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School – 10 am, Worship Service – 11 am

 BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546
Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pator

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11  
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm

Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

Sun.; Chirstian Education, 9 a.m.(Bucks in Cashiers) Family 
Worship with music and Communion, 10:30 a.m. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tue. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11 
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children’s 
Program,. 

10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist Rite I (chapel), 8 am, Education and 
choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 

Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School – 9:30 a.m.
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting – 6:15 

p.m., Choir – 5 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor •  526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; School – 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays – Choir – 7 

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

John 3:16Proverbs 3:5• Spiritually Speaking • • Places to Worship •
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• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 11

One way of  looking at the gospel story—following 
the spectacular claim of  the Incarnation of  God 
in Jesus Christ that we have just celebrated at 

Christmastide, and echoed in the season of  Epiphany 
which proclaims that the Incarnation is a gift to all 
humankind—is to understand it as a lens through which 
to look at the choices that face us—given this new reality 
that God is on the loose. Mark, for example, considers this 
‘in-breaking’ of  God so important that he repeats it at the 
end of  his gospel. When Jesus dies on the cross, the temple 
curtain—the boundary that separated the Holy of  Holies 
from the worshipping congregation, a place so sacred that 
the high priest could only enter once a year on the Day of  
Atonement—is similarly ripped apart. And just so we won’t 
miss the way Mark bookends his gospel with this message, 
he uses the same Greek word to signify the torn temple 
curtain that he did to talk about the torn apart heavens. 
God, according to Mark, is on the loose, breaking down 
all kinds of  barriers—even and perhaps most particularly 
the ones we construct with our religion.

During the time in which Mark wrote, one of  the most 
important choices that people faced was how to deal with 
the Roman occupying forces. Some people chose the path 
of  resisting the Romans. They believed that the in-breaking 
of  God would eventually take the form of  throwing off  
the Roman domination. Others were more sobered by 
the dominance of  the Romans and consequently more 
measured in their response to that occupation. They chose 
the way of  accommodation, trying to live alongside the 
Romans, hoping that God would vindicate their efforts in 
the future. At that point Israel might return to be as she 
once had been, governed under her own laws and religious 
practices.

But Mark presents a third way in which Jesus embodies 
God’s boundary-breaking, transformative message to Israel 
and to all humankind. Jesus isn’t interested in returning to 
business as usual before the Roman occupation. Nor is he 
a zealot who is going to lead the charge to throw off  this 
foreign power. He is instead the one who is willing to go 
to any lengths to break down barriers—especially religious 

Pastor Lee W. Bowman
First Presbyterian Church of  Highlands

Choose to turn your life 
around
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions  
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon! 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Sunday-Thursday, 9a to 6p, Fri. & Sat. 9a to 7p 
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Apples, fresh collard greens, turnips, fritters, donuts, 
sweet potatoes, fresh bread, dried beans, fresh cider and much more!

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 10
barriers—that separate people 
from one another.

Jesus calls people to repent, 
literally to turn their lives around, 
to let go of  the baggage that 
weighs them down. His call to 
repentance doesn’t have the edge 
of  judgment or fear that John the 
Baptist had evoked before him 
but is instead characterized by 
a voice from God—You are my 
beloved. The call to repentance 
from Jesus is not an ‘ought’ or a 
‘should’ but a gift to be claimed. 
It is, in short, a second chance, 
a singular opportunity to find 
abundant life.

Mark was a good enough 
student of  human nature to know 
that the people to whom he wrote 
in the 1st century were just as 
much in exile as the Israelites had 

been 5 centuries earlier. His was 
a message that resonated then, 
even as it does now, to people 
who are weighed down by their 
disappointments, anxiety, guilt, 
depression and regret. 

One of  the best cinematic 
illustrations of  what I’m talking 
about appeared in the 1986 film 
entitled The Mission. It is the 
story of  18th century Spanish 
Jesuits who try to protect a 
remote South American Indian 
tribe—the Guaraní—who are in 
danger of  falling under the rule 
of  the pro-slavery Portuguese. 
In the film Robert DeNiro plays 
Rodrigo Mendoza, a Spanish army 
officer turned slave hunter, who 
is converted by a Jesuit priest, 
Fr. Gabriel (played by Jeremy 
Irons). In addition to his remorse 

at having traded in human flesh, 
Mendoza has also killed his own 
brother in a jealous rage because 
of  a woman they both loved. 
As a result he is tormented by 
his past and racked with guilt, 
and eventually goes to the Jesuit 
mission among the Guaraní 
Indians, seeking to escape his past 
and find the life of  repentance. 

As Mendoza tries to turn his 
life around, there is one particularly 
poignant scene in which he scales a 
sheer cliff—think scaling the face 
of  Whiteside Mountain—up to 
the village of  the Guaraní Indians. 
He carries on his back a huge and 
weighty pack that signifies his 
penance for his former life—filled 
with armor, helmets, rusted swords 
and gold trinkets. The size and 
unwieldiness of  the pack threaten 

to pull him over backwards to a 
sure death. In what looks at first 
like an aggressive gesture, one 
of  the Guaraní leaders, whose 
people Mendoza wronged when 
he was a slaver, approaches him 
with knife bared. But rather than 
attack Mendoza, the man cuts the 
pack from his back, showing him 
that the new life he seeks cannot be 
found of  his own accord, using the 
trappings of  his former existence. 

It is, finally, something that can 
only be done for him and for only 
one reason—he is a beloved and 
forgiven child of  God.

As we move further into 
this New Year, carrying our own 
anxieties and regrets from the past, 
scaling the cliff  of  an exile of  our 
own making, it’s an important 
reminder that we don’t have to live 
our lives that way.

...ABC BOARD 
continued from 9

• See ABC BOARD page 14

The board unanimously 
accepted a letter of  resignation 
from long-standing ABC Board 
member Georgia Sanders.

Both Mayor Taylor and 
Commissioner Brian Stiehler 
thanked her for her many years 
of  service.

“She has served the inter-
ests of  Highlands and the com-
munity for almost 30 years,” said 
Taylor.

Next the board unanimous-
ly adopted a resolution remov-
ing Jack Calloway from the ABC 
Board effective immediately.

“To both Jack and Geor-
gia this isn’t anything personal, 
we’ve just gotten to the point 
where if  we don’t make a change 
the board can’t operate efficient-
ly,” said Commissioner Stiehler. 
“Both are great people and have 
a lot to offer and have offered 
to the community. We appreciate 
their service but at this time we 
need to go in another direction.” 

Mayor Taylor said he met 
with Calloway personally and 
expressed the concerns that are 
outlined in the resolution. 

“I had a second meeting 
with him and Town Manager 
Bob Frye and Mr. Calloway was 
unwilling to step down and so 
we have to move forward with 
this resolution today,” he said.



Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988!

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

NC Lic. # 28972

Miller’s Plumbing Service, LLC
Buddy Miller, Owner

• Water Cop Installation 
& Winterization

• Remodels & New  
Construction

Cell 828-371-1707
millersplumbing99@yahoo.com

J&M Towing  
Service

Owner-Operator Jeff Miller
526-0374 • 342-0583

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

Highlands Automotive
Service

&
Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial 
• Over 40 Years Experience 

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving – now a full  
service asphalt company specializing in  

commercial and residential asphalt services.
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder 
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.

Other services?
Utility installation and repair, driveways, 

ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing. 
Call 828-526-9348.

Brysongrading@gmail.com

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 
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U Call We Hall Junk Removal & Property Cleanout Service
Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, Garages, 
Yard Debris, etc.  We’ll takeyour Trash & Save you some 
Cash! Cheaper than a Dumpster & we do all the work - 

We also Specialize in Small Demolition  
and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  

Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.
We also Cater in Minor Landscaping,  

Small Tree & Brush Removal and all types of Yard Debris, 
including Metal,Wood, etc. 

	 If  You Need it Gone, 
   Call Today for a Cleaner Tomorrow! 
	     (828) 200-5268



You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you!
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Nantahla Tire & Car Care
• Oil changes • Brakes • Tires  

• Light Car & Truck Repair
828-526-0283

518 Dillard Road, Highlands
nantire1@aol.com

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

ER and Med/Surg Registered Nurses
Radiologic Technologist

Receptionist
Activities Assistant
Inpatient Coder

• Fire  Reports •
Highlands PD log entries from Jan. 10. Only the 

names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor, or public officials have been used. 

Jan. 10
• At 4 p.m., officers received a call about a larceny at a 

residence on Happoldt Drive where a flat screen TV valued 
at $500 was missing.

Jan. 22
• At 11 p.m., an incident of trespassing was reported at 
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828-349-3489

The Lost Hiker on Carolina Way.
• At 3:45 p.m., Ezequiel Lopez Para, 40, of Highlands, was 

arrested for driving with a license revoked after a DWI and 
covering a license plate with a tinted cover. He was held at the 
Macon County Detention Center on a $1,000 secured bond. 
His court date is March 5, 2014.

Jan. 23
• At 5:59 p.m., a resident at Pinebrook Condominiums 

called police about a noise violation complaint.
Jan. 25
• At 11:30 a.m., officers investigated a theft of a John Boat 

valued at $900 from a residence on Munger Road. 
Jan. 26
• At 1:28 p.m., officers responded to a call about someone 

possessing drug paraphernalia and drugs with the intent to sell 
or deliver on Hicks Road.

Jan. 28
• At 11:24 a.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle ac-

cident on US 64 west.
• At 11:18 a.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle ac-

cident on US. 64 west.
• At 1 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle accident 

on NC 28 south.
• At 1 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle accident 

on NC 28 south.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries 

from Jan. 28
Jan 28
• At 11:26 a.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle accident 

on South Old Walhalla Road. There were no injuries only 
traffic control.

• At 4:19 p.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle accident 
on US 64 west. There were no injuries only traffic control.

Jan. 30
• At 5:15 a.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to the Ca-

shiers Fire Dept. on a structure fire on Pine Creek Road.
• At 10:18 a.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle accident 

on US 64 east near Highlands Lawn & Garden. There was a 
minor injury. EMS transported. 

Poinsettia 
responds to 

warmth, light 
and lots of TLC
Three years ago Lucy and Olin 
Vinson bought a typical 10” 
high, two-stemmed pointsettia 
to brighten up the holidays. 
Now the plant is a shrub that 
lives on and takes up most of 
their warm, sunny, enclosed 
back porch.
Lucy said she’s never pruned 
it, but says she will this year 
because it’s literally taking 
over the porch where she and 
Olin spend much of their time 
throughout the year. 
Lucy says all she’s ever done 
is water the plant, but plant 
lovers will say it is thriving 
because it feels like part of the 
family!

Photo by Kim Lewicki



terbed. Sleeps 8 to 9. Very clean. Like new 
with all the luxuries of home. $9,000. Call 
to view. 828-526-8373. ((st. 1/9)

1995 BMW 325I, 4-door sedan. Ma-
roon. $2,500. OBO. 828-526-8373. (st. 1/9) 

PEARL RIVER UPRIGHT PIA-
NO – Like new. $1,500 or OBO. Call Mark. 
828-526-4563. (Jan 30)

SOURCE GREEN HEAT EF-
FICIENT ELECTRIC HEATER w/
remote, wood grain cabinet pd. $179 - like 
new, only used 4 months - $100. 200-0183.

SERVICES
H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 

HANDYMAN – Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumb-
ing and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (7/25)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE 
– Let Charlie Dasher handle your trans-
portation whether it’s to the airport, a 
special event, or just around town. He 
provides van service for weddings, and is 
licensed and insured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAP-
ING SERVICES – Complete Landscap-
ing Company, Design, Installation and 
Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees, 
Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, 
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and 
RR-Tie work. Serving the Highlands/
Cashiers area since 1988. 828-526-2251.
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828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

...ABC BOARD  continued from page 11

RES / COMMERCIAL FOR 
RENT

RESIDENTIAL MAIN STREET. 
APT. Large 2BD/2BA, w/d, den, living 
room, kitchen. 1,600 sq. ft. Nice porch 
area. $1,250/mth. 1st and last with $600 
deposit. Small pets allowed. Call Peter at 
828-526-5700.or email praoul1@frontier.
com (2/13)

COMMERCIAL SPACE WITH 
LIVE-IN APT. 800 sq. ft. Modifications 
allowed and could be expanded to 1,600 
sq. ft. Check out the possibilities! Call 
828-526-5700 or email praoul1@frontier.
com (2/13)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT. 
Great location on Carolina Way between 
64E and 5th St across from Bank of Amer-
ica. ±1480 sqft. Office or retail. $1500/
month. Call Tom Clark(404)210-7979 or 
(828)526-4646(st. 9/19)

ITEMS FOR SALE 
GOLF CART. 1996 Club Car. New 

batteries with less than 5 miles on them. 
Four seats. Full all weather canopy. Double 
bag rack.Storage bin/cooler under rear 
seats. From an absentee third home 
owner. Has seen very little use. Always 
dealer serviced and kept in a heated ga-
rage. Charger and manual included. Close 
to pristine condition. Save thousands. 
$2,995.00. 828-421-7886. (2/6 - pd)

2006 JAYCO, JAYFLIGHT 27.5 
BHS 5TH WHEEL CAMPER WITH 
GOOSENECK ADAPTER. Split sleep-
ing areas with bunk beds and queen mas-

• CLASSIFIEDS •

According to the resolution, cause 
for his removal from the ABC Board 
was due to conduct including vulgar 
and profane language in the presence of  
other ABC Board members during offi-
cial meetings despite repeated requests by 
ABC Board members to refrain from the 
use of  foul language; due to ABC Board 
members who have stated publicly that 
due to Calloway’s actions it is difficult to 
work on the board and that employees 
have sought redress from the Highlands 
Town Board rather than the ABC Board 
itself; that his behavior has made other 

board members afraid to convene and at-
tend ABC Board meetings and it is that 
fear that cripples the ABC Board’s ability 
to function properly.

In conclusion, the resolution reads 
“Without Calloway’s removal, the ABC 
Board will cease to function in the manner 
required by the laws of  the State of  North 
Carolina.”

Expanding the board from three to 
five members with three-year staggered 
terms is allowed by statute and the ABC 
Commission which oversees the state’s 
ABC Boards.

“The procedure is very simple,” said 
Town Attorney JK Coward. If  the Town 
Board decides it wants to do this it can sim-
ply appoint two more members.” 

“A five-member board brings a better 
perspective and consensus than a three-
member board. I suspect there were times 
when having a three-member board it got 
down to a two against one situation in some 
cases which added to tension,” said Mayor 
Taylor. “I think having a broader base will 
really help the board function properly.”

Eric Pierson who sat on the ABC 
Board prior to being elected to the Town 
Board, said he agreed with Taylor.

“There were issues that came down to 
2-1 and it’s tough. You want to have unani-
mous decisions but it didn’t always work 
out that way. It did cause conflict. I think 
expanding the board will give a greater 
overview and hopefully get some of  this 
stuff  worked out,” he said.

Appointed to the ABC Board is Tom 
Clark, who is taking over for Jack Calloway 

and whose term ends Aug., 17, 2015; John 
Underwood, who is taking over for Geor-
gia Sanders and whose term ends Aug., 17, 
2016; Harry Bears, whose term ends Aug. 
17, 2017; and Thomas Craig whose term 
ends Aug. 17, 2017. Brenda Pierson is re-
taining her seat on the board.

Commissioner Amy Patterson re-
minded the board of  the unofficial policy 
to try to put different people on boards 
so the town doesn’t just “recycle” people. 
Craig and Underwood both serve on other 
boards.

Calloway, Pierson and Mayor Taylor 
agreed saying they all know of  people who 
want to serve but who have other obliga-
tions right now.

They agreed that as the current mem-
bers come off, new people will be consid-
ered.

Commissioners said Calloway’s re-
moval from ABC Board doesn’t affect his 
standing on other boards. He was recently 
reappointed to the Scholarship Committee.

– Kim Lewicki
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place!”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

15

19

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC20

Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in 
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

www.chambersagency.net

The 
Chambers Agency
Realtors
Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James!
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer PartsHighlands Plaza

526-5525
21

Cosper Flowers
Tues-Fri: 11a to 5:30p

Sat: 10a to 1p
Orders & Deliveries Daily

In Highlands Plaza
between Bryson’s  

& cleaners
(828) 526-8671

Where Smiles are in Bloom All Year 

22

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

10

Highlands 
Cove 
Realty Andrea Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
Highlands 

Mountain Realty
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

Lot 15 on Cullasaja Drive. 
Beautiful vacant lot ON  
Mirror Lake. Build the  

perfect lake cottage! 1.22 
acres, public water and 

sewer tap, gentle slope, dock 
already at the water. An 

amazing setting!
$550,000 MLS# 72715

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.

Shortoff Mountain custom
home! 3br/2.5ba,  

Brazilian Cherry floors, 
Granite throughout,  

mtn. view, 2 car garage.  
Unfinished basement can 

be built out with additional 
family room.

$795,000. MLS# 77180



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman 
Broker 

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

www.joedeckmanrealestate.com
www.signatureproperties-nc.com

email: joe@signatureproperties-nc.com

828-526-2338

30

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

343-D
Main Street!

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat. f. allen @ gmail. com 
jajosborn@gmail.com

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Closed for 
Winter Break

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
Closed Wed.

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

828-526-8784 (office)
828-200-9179 (cell)

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week!

10a to 4p

Closed for Winter Break.
Reopening on 

March 13

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

29

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life!”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips, 
Broker

(828) 200-2642

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

Leslie Cook,
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn, 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

REALTOR OF THE WEEK

“Professional Real Estate
Services at a Higher Level”

cell: 828-226-2999
Doug@DougHelms.com

Doug Helms
broker

www.LandmarkRG.com | 828-526-4663 | 225 Main St.


