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More
teachers
leave NC
in
2012-13

More teachers left their jobs
last year according to the 2012-
2013 Annual Report on Teachers
Leaving the Profession present-
ed today to the State Board of
Education at its meeting in Ra-
leigh. According to the statewide
report, local school systems had
an average teacher turnover rate
of 14.33 percent for 2012-13,
which is higher than the 2011-12
rate of 12.13 percent.

“Although the turnover rate
was higher last year, it is reas-
suring to know that more than
a third of the 13,616 teachers
who left their districts remained
in education,” said State Super-
intendent June Atkinson. “The
statistics that trouble me are the
hundreds of educators who left
their jobs in 2012-13 to teach in
another state or resigned because
they were dissatisfied with teach-
ing or wanted a career change.
I am concerned that if changes
are not made, low pay and a lack
of support will push even more
educators out of North Carolina
classrooms and the teaching pro-
fession.”

eSee TEACHERS page 11

The
SUMMER HOUSE
‘Home Furnishing
Center’

Mon.-Sat. 9-5
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

FREE Every Thursda
Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: Highlandsinfo.com

More about the area’s real estate market

Those who read the Dec.
26/Jan. 2 edition saw the majority
of the real estate transactions Jan.
1-Dec. 20, 2013. Real estate has
long driven Highlands economy
and so this information is of in-

terest to many.

Our contributing real estate
writers offer their take on the
market in “Investing at 4,118 Ft.”
explaining the ups and downs of
the market from a professional’s
point of view.

With the 2015 reval coming,

citizens are eager to know if their
taxes will go down since in many
cases in 2013, the price a piece
of property sold for less than its
last appraised value, which was in
2007. Because of that discrepan-

eSee RE MARKET page 7

From left: HC Land Trust board member Mercedes Heller, Exective Director Gary Weins, Highlands Mayor Patrick
Taylor and HC Land Trust board member Lila Howland celebrating 100 years of the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust.

Year 2014 marks 100 years of free
sunrises and sunsets at Ravenel Park

The Highlands-Cashiers
Land Trust and the town of High-
lands celebrated the purchase of
Ravenel Park (Sunset Rock) -- the
land trust’s second land acquisi-
tion 100 years ago this month.

The H-C Land Trust is the
oldest land trust in North Caro-
lina and among the first 20 in the
United States.

The HCLT originated in
1883 with the creation of the
Highlands Improvement Asso-
ciation (HIA), a group created to

“protect, preserve, and promote
the natural beauty of Highlands.”
They began this effort with trail-
building and tree-planting im-
provement projects.

In 1909, the HIA collected
$500 and bought 56 acres on Sat-
ulah Mountain that was slated to
become a hilltop hotel.

The Highlands commu-
nity thought it better to look at
a mountain rather than a hotel, a
notion that is still in vogue today.
The HIA promptly built a stone

shelter for the benefit and pro-
tection of those who “wanted to
spend the night for the purpose
of beholding the beauties of the
sunset, statlit heavens, and the
glories of the sunrise.”

The foundation of that
structure is still there. The Land
Trust has added to that initial pur-
chase and today owns nearly 70
acres on the summit,

Another landmark, Sunset
Rock, was donated by the Ravenel

eSee RAVENEL page 11
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SCC
looking
to expand
Macon
campus

By Brittany Burns

With record enrollment
numbers this semester at the
Macon campus of Southwestern
Community College (SCC), it
is looking to expand, according
to a presentation given to
commissioners recently by SCC
President Dr. Don Tomas.

Tomas informed
commissioners that for the
first time since the inception
the Macon campus, enrollment
numbers surpassed 500, showing
a 7.3 percent increase in the
number of students attending
SCC from Macon County. Due
to the spike in enrollment and
projected numbers in coming
years, Tomas told commissioners
the Cecil Groves Macon Campus
is in need of expansion.

“Since 2007, the Macon
campus has experienced a 74.4
percent increase, averaging about
a 12 percent increase per year,”
explained Tomas. “Out of the
total number of students enrolled
at Southwestern, 813 are from
Macon County and 515 attend
classes at the Groves Center.
We have already outgrown the

eSee SCC page 8
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Scientists shouldn’t
dismiss the relevance
of the Holy Bible

Dear Editort,

I am writing in response to a letter in
your December 19th edition entitled Shin-
ing a Light on God. I want to share some
thoughts from my nearly 40 years of read-
ing, studying, teaching and pondering the
text of the Holy Bible. For the sake of
brevity, unless otherwise noted, the verses
that I will refer to in this letter will be from
The Book of Genesis chapter 1.

First of all, I have no problem with
the universe being 14 billion years old.
Verse 2 says the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters and God did
not begin time until verse 3. If someone
were to put a number of years to the con-
cept of eternity, how many would that be;
10 million, 1 billion, 14 billion or more?

The geologist says that the earth’s
landmasses were once in a single place
forming one huge continent. Verse 9 says
that’s how God did it.

The botanist says that life began as
plants. Verse 11 says that God started with
grass, herbs and trees after their kind.

The biologist says that animal life be-
gan in the seas. Verse 20 says that the wa-
ters brought forth moving creatures, birds,
and great whales after their kind.

Next, the biologists say that mammals
came on the scene. Verse 24 speaks of cat-
tle, creeping things and beasts of the earth.

Finally, anthropologists say that man
came into existence on the earth. Verse 26
tells of how God made man in His own
image. In Genesis Chapter 2, verses 21-25
the details are given in that He made man
first then took the woman out of man.

The geneticist would have to agree
that it is plausible scientifically that man
was formed first. Man has the chromo-
somes X and Y, woman has 2 X chromo-
somes. If woman had been made first,
there would only be the X chromosome
and reproduction could not have occurred.

I believe the evolutionists’ do have
a god and I think that if hard pressed,
they would have to concede that ‘mother
nature’ is their god. I would like to ask
mother nature some questions about this
subject. Why isn’t mother nature turning
monkeys into men today?

We have instances where people have
won the lottery multiple times. Isn’t 14
billion years enough time and chance to

assemble a Neanderthal from a monkey
again? Maybe mother nature is busy on
the other side of the galaxy with the little
green men for which scientists are so fer-
vently listening. Maybe she is bored after 14
Billion years, a ‘been there done that’ sort
of thing, Maybe she is getting close to re-
tirement age. I mean 14 Billion is a lot of
years. Or maybe because of her advanced
age, she has been napping in her rocking
chair for the last few million years.

But seriously now, look around you
for a moment. What do you see? A smart
phone, a desk, a door knob to exit the
room you are in. Do any of you want to say
“thanks” for the explosion that occurred
that made all the pieces fall together in just
the right order so you can call your friend

e THE PLATEAU’Ss POSITION °

on your smart phone, or prop your feet up
on your desk, or go to the kitchen for a
glass of water? No one would say that a
phone, desk, or door knob just happened.
We know those things had a designer even
though we have never seen that person. So
why do we want to attribute the infinitely
more complex living things on earth to
mere chance?

One thing I do find surprising is that
many who are educated in scientific fields
are so quick to dismiss out of hand the
relevance of the Holy Bible. I thought sci-
ence was an open minded pursuit of truth.
There are many who are either innocently
or willfully ignorant of what the Holy Bible
says that is true to science. I personally be-
lieve that if more Christians were scientists
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and more scientists were Christians that
there would be many more scientific ad-
vancements today.
Bob Lambert
Franklin NC

Liberal Thinking

Dear Editort,

I always try to be fair in my analysis
of Liberals and at my age, I can tell you
I’'ve had many liberal friends, dating back
to the Korean War. I knew them in the
Army, in business and I knew them at play.

Certainly not all of them, but there
seems to be one common thread that
runs through most liberal thinking and it
is what one might call lazy thinking with
a strong habit of focusing on only one
problem and an inability to foresee detri-
mental consequences.

We have the intellectual coffee house
liberals who sit around and theorize about
a perfect world that might exist some-
where on another planet where no one has
to work for a living and who get paid lots
of money regardless of their IQ or am-
bition. The lazy get paid the same as the
brain surgeon.

Sometimes referred to as limousine
liberals, these are the folks who look down
on the rest of us ordinary people and are
critical of anyone who attempts to rattle
their cage. Their reasoning ability is lim-
ited in scope and don’t like too many ques-
tions. When we don’t do as they demand,
they pass laws to force us to comply with
their concept of what should be, rather
than deal with reality. The result is a mili-
tant liberal ideology with the end result
being we end up with a huge government
that sucks the blood out of taxpayers and
the poor remain just as poot.

T've read that liberals are better at
trying new things and that conservatives
are generally ‘old stick in the mud prudes.’
One must wonder, however, if conserva-
tives are simply more practical people bet-
ter able to connect dots? The universe
obeys the laws of physics and there are
absolutes everywhere and conservatives
seem to understand that better than liber-
als. Conservative thinkers understand that
for every action, there is a reaction and it

e See LETTERS page 9

» Correction *

In the Dec. 19th article “Zoning Board
OK’s SUP for new restaurant” we stated that
the owners of the Asian House opening this
spring own the Sakura restaurant in Franklin.
They no longer own it. We regret the error and
are happy to set the record straight.
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* OBITUARIES ®

Colonel Paul Chmar, USA (ret)

Colonel Paul Chmar, USA (ret),
Highlands, NC, died Friday, Dec 27, 2013,
after 91 very rich and productive years.
He was born and raised in Baltimore and
Rockville, Maryland, a son of Samuel
and Fannie Parkus Chmar. He was mar-
ried to the late Jan Chambers Chmar, who
passed away in 2000, and is survived by
three sons, Col. Mark Chmar, USAF (ret),
of Ashburn, VA, W. Tod Chmar, Esq., of
Atlanta, GA, and Col. Andrew Chmat,
USA (ret), of Cold Spring, NY, their wives
Janet Chmar, Linda Chmar, and Gayle
Watkins, five grandchildren, and two great
grandchildren.

Colonel Chmar first visited High-
lands with his future wife Jan in 1950,
whom he met while stationed at Ft. Ben-
ning, GA, where she was visiting with the
family of her aunt and uncle. After retir-
ing from the Army in 1973, they moved
to Highlands where they lived for the
rest of their lives. For the next 35 years,
Colonel Chmar was involved in real estate
in both Highlands and Cashiers. He was,
along with Jan, heavily involved in com-
munity activities, and also spent countless
hours fulfilling his passions for tennis and
bridge.

Colonel Chmar did not plan on a
long army career. Rather, while grow-
ing up and attending the University of
Maryland, he was focused on becoming a
medical doctor. But he was in ROTC, and
the country was engaged in World War II.
After graduating a year eatly, in 1943, he
immediately entered the Army as a 2nd
Lt. In summer 1944, shortly after D-Day,
he went into France as a platoon leader
along with the rest of the 80th (Blue
Ridge) Division. The next eight months
were spent in almost constant battle as he
led his platoon, and later company, across
northern France and into Germany dut-
ing which he was both wounded by enemy
fire and decorated for valor. In March,
1945, six weeks before the end of the war
in Europe, then Captain Chmar was se-
verely wounded when, serving as acting
battalion commander during an advance
on the town of Weiskirchen, he turned a
German attack into an American ambush
and single-handedly attacked a machine
gun that opened fire on his men. Despite
a bullet through his lung, he continued
to lead the advance on the town and was
wounded again in the knee. It was two
days, during which he was kept alive by a
medic while continuing to command his
battalion, before reinforcements arrived
and he was able to be evacuated. As a re-
sult of his heroism, Captain Chmar was

awarded the Distinguished Service Cross,
the nation’s second highest medal. During
his entire combat tour, he was 22 years old.

Instead of resuming his original goal
of medicine, Colonel Chmat spent the next
29 years serving as an army officer. After
over a year of recovering from his wounds,
his assignments included Poland, Korea,
Germany, and Vietnam overseas; and in the
US, Ft. Benning, Ft. Campbell, Ft. Leaven-
worth, Ft. Bragg, Washington, DC, and Ft.
Bliss, from where he retired after 30 years
service. Besides the Distinguished Service
Cross, Colonel Chmat’s decorations include
the Silver Star, Bronze Star, Legion of Mer-
it, and four Purple Hearts.

A graveside service will be held Thurs-
day, Jan 16 at 2:30 pm at Highlands Me-
morial Park Cemetery, followed by a 3pm
reception at Chestnut Hill. Memorials may
be made to Four Seasons Hospice 171 Hos-
pital Dr. JWB. Suite 600, Highlands, NC
28741 (www.foutseasonscfl.org/donate/),
or Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, Post Of-
fice Box 1703, Highlands, NC 28741 (www.
hicashlt.org/donate-now/).

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be made at www.bryantgrantfu-
neralhome.com.

Laurel Ann Dinan

Laurel Ann Dinan, age 47, of High-
lands, NC, died, Monday, December 30,
2013. She was born in Westchester County,
New York. She was the director of Human
Resources in The Aerospace Industry, and
was a loving daughter, friend and supporter
of the Humane Society. She enjoyed do-
ing crafts, reading and was very family ori-
ented.

She is survived by her mother and
step-father, Gail and David Harner; her
father and step-mother Dennis and Debra
Dinan; four brothers, Andrew Harner of
Sparta, NJ, Eric Dinan of St. Petersburg,
FL, Adam Harner of Treasure Island, FL
and Matthew Harner of Gulf Port, FL.
She was preceded in death by a brother,
Jason Harner.

Memorials may be made to Ca-
shiers-Highlands Humane Society, 200
Gable Street, Cashiers, NC 28717.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be made to www.bryantgrant-

James Dupont ‘Tippy’
Kirven, III

James Dupont “Tippy” Kirven, III,
age 70, of Cashiers, NC died Wednesday,
January 1, 2014 at his home surrounded by
family. Tippy was born in Goldsboro, NC,
the son of the late James Dupont Kirven,
Jr. and Shirley Armentrout Kirven. He
graduated from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill and returned to the
family business to eventually serve as presi-
dent of the J.A. Kirven Co. which operated
Kirven’s Department Store in Columbus,
GA. He later worked as a realtor with Cold-
well Banker Realty in Highlands, NC. He
was a civic leader actively involved in his
communities, serving on the boards of the
Columbus Chamber of Commetce, the Co-
lumbus Better Business Bureau, the Down-
town Business Association of Columbus,
and the Highlands-Cashiers Board of Real-
tors. He was an avid golfer who learned the

game at an early age from his father. Tippy
later instilled in his three sons that same
passion for the game. He loved life and he
never met a stranget.

He is survived by his loving wife and
best friend of 49 years, Frances James
“Frankie” Kirven; three sons, James Du-
pont Kirven, IV and his wife, Jan of Sum-
merfield, NC, Stephen Scherer Kirven
and his wife, Rita of Taylors, SC, and Foy
Alexander Kirven of Columbus, GA; five
grandchildren, Chase White and his wife,
Stephanie of Raleigh, NC, Ashton Kirven
of Summerfield, NC, Grace Kirven, James
Kirven, and Will Kirven of Taylors, SC;
three siblings, Frances Kirven Morse of
Redwood City, CA, Hal Kirven and Elliott
Kirven of Columbus, GA.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to St. Paul United Methodist Church
in Columbus, GA and Cashiers United
Methodist Church in Cashiers, NC.

A memorial service was held at Ca-
shiers United Methodist Church at 2 pm
on January 7, 2014. An additional service
will be held in Columbus, GA at a later
date.

Bryant Grant Funeral Home was in
charge of arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be made by visiting www.bry-
antgrantfuneralhome.com.
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* HIGHLAN

DS DINING ®

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

i77a
PLACE

Kain 8t.--Highlands, NC
Elevation 4118

6"+10"+14"+16"20"pies
Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads,
Domestic & Imported Beers
Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street * 526-5660

The
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Coffee « Espresso Drinks
Smoothies ¢ Frozen Yogurt

Paninis * Baked Goods
On Main Street
7 days a week * 7a to 6p * 526-0020

Featuring WEEKLY SPECIALS and
refreshing drinks in our
Rainforest Margarita & Mojito Bar!
Go to www.elaztecahighlands.com
for more information.

B/r : " | = # o L
o &/ MARGARITA BAR

Aot

Serving
Lunch & Dinner

70 Highands Plaza MC 23741 Resarvation

WwWWwW.ELAZTECAHIGHLAND CDM

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOU RMET |
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year—Round!

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

[ ;,!'-W‘ 1 Serving Lunch Daily
' ﬂ' b 11:30a to 4p
R # (Closed Wednesday)
Serving Dinner
Mon-Sat, beginning at

5:30p
(Closed Wednesday)

Winter Hours:Tues.-Sun. 5-9p

Cyprus

International Cuisine

THE MOST EXCITING DINING DESTINATION IN HIGHLANDS!

5264429+ Dinner Nightly Spm-10pm

Open Late on Weekends « NC 106, Dillard Shopping Center

Residents at the Montero boys foster home with their own
pizza dinner.

Pizza fundraiser for

Bolivia is Sat., Jan. 19

The Highlands Bolivian Mission will hold its annual
Pizza Night Dinner on Sunday, January 19 at the High-
lands United Methodist Church from 12:30 to 8PM.
Orders can be made in advance by calling the church
at 526-3376 or by calling Dr. John at 526-3605. A two
topping pizza is $25 and special pizzas are $35.All piz-
zas are large and the proceeds go to the mission to help
the projects in Montero, Bolivia. The mission has been
active since 1998 and now serves the people of Mon-
tero with sanitation and water projects, home build-
ing, medical equipment donations, a prison ministry and
feeding and education projects. The jewel of the mis-
sion is the foster home which was opened in 2003 and
serves street boys and provides them with a safe place
to live while teaching carpentry skills and farm tech-
niques.We also send the older boys to a private school
to give them a good start in a life of promise and giving.

This year the mission will go to Bolivia in May to
the end of June.The change in the visit is two fold:Vol-
unteers, especially the students, can stay longer; and the
weather is cooler, being winter in this tropical area and
there is less rain.The University of MISSISSIppI is return-
ing to the mission field for the first time since 2008.
Students from Johns Hopkins Medical School, UNC-A
and Highlands School have come in the past along with
adult volunteers.We are always looking for helpers and
if you are interested you can call Dr. John at 526-3605
or email at rucker@dnet.net, or check out our web-
page at highlandsbolivianmission.com.

Pizzas can be ordered on the day of the fundraiser
by calling the church at 526-3376 or by coming by to
pick one up. We will deliver to homes or businesses
in the Highlands area. This is a great way to help the
mission and have a wonderful meal during the NFL Di-
visional Playoff games.



BREAKFAST

FULL BREAKFAST MADE TO CRDER
EVERY MORNING UNTIL 10:30
FRESH EGGS, WAFFLES, FRENCH
TOAST BACON, SAUSAGE, HAM
BISCUITS, MUFFINS, CROISSANTS
ESPRESSO BAR AND COFFEE
ROASTED IN-HOUSE

LUNCH

GRILL

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
STARTING AT 11:00 UNTIL CLOSE,
SUNDAYS FROM 11:00 TO 4:00
FRESH ANGUS BURGERS FRESH
NATURAL CHICKEN BREASTS
CHICKEN TENDERS COOKED TO
ORDER HAND CUT FRIES, SALADS,
HOMEMADE SOUPS, DAILY
SPECIALS

DELI

SERVING ALL DAY

FRESH CUT NATURAL MEATS,
HOMEMADE DELI SALADS PANINI,
MELTS, HOMEMADE POTATO CHIPS,
DAILY SOUP SPECIALS

WOOD FIRE PIZZA OVEN
EVERY DAY FROM 11:00 TO CLOSE
AUTHENTIC NEAPOLITAN PIZZA
MADE FROM SCRATCH FRESH
MOZZARELLA, BASIL, CRUSHED
TOMATOES HOMEMADE ITALIAN
SAUSAGE, PANCETTA, AND DAILY
SPECIALS

SUNDAY SKILLET FRIED CHICKEN

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 11:004AM
UNTIL WE SELL OUT FRESH
ORGANIC HAND CUT, HAND
BREADED CHICKEN COOKED IN A
CAST IRON SKILLET. SERVED WITH
GREEN BEANS, MASHED POTATOES
AND GRAVY WITH A WARM HONEY
BISCUIT...$8.95
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MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY
COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS

DINNER TO GO

A DIFFERENT FULL DINNER EVERY
NIGHT. SERVES FOUR SERVING
MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM
4.30 UNTIL WE SELL OUT - CALL
AHEAD TO RESERVE

MOMDAY: CHOOSE EITHER: FOUR
CHICKEN AND FOUR CHEESE
ENCHILADAS REFRIED BEANS,
MONTEREY RICE, HOMEMADE
TORTILLA CHIPS, SALSA, SHREDDED
LETTUCE, TOMATOES, SOUR CREAM
OR... 24 BUFFALO WINGS OR 2 LBS
CHICKEN TENDERS AND HAND CUT
FRIES $78.95 SERVES FOUR

TUESDAY: MADE IN-HOUSE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE LASAGNA AND A
LARGE HOUSE SALAD

$78.95 SERVES FOUR

WEDNESDAY: CHICKEN OR STEAK
POT PIE AND A LARGE SALAD
$78.95 SERVES FOUR

THURSDAY: ROASTED MEATLOAF
WITH MASHED POTATOQES, GRAVY
AND A LARGE SALAD

$18.95 SERVES FOUR

FRIDAY: WILD CAUGHT FRIED
SHRIMP, BAKED POTATOES, HUSH
PUPPIES, AND COLESLAW

$271.95 SERVES FOUR

SATURDAY: IN-HOUSE SMOKED
EEBQ, COLESLAW, APPLE & BACON
BAKED BEANS, AND YEAST ROLLS
$78.95 SERVES FOUR

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY:
TWO WOOD FIRE PIZZAS, FOUR
HAND-MADE BREAD STICKS WITH
HOUSE TOMATO SAUCE, AND A
HOUSE SALAD $719.99 SERVES FOUR

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

BREAKFAST * LUNCH * DINNER * GRILL
WOOD FIRE PIZZA » COFFE ROASTER

ESPRESSO » WINE » CRAFT BEER * BUTCHER

ARTISAN CHEESE « OIL AND VINEGAR

WINE MARKET

AN EXCELLENT, COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF WINE WITH THE
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, AND RUN
BY A KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF.
BEER AND WINE AVAILABLE BY
THE GLASS WHILE YOU SHOP AND
DIME.

PREPARED FOODS

A LARGE SELECTION OF
TAKE-AWAY ITEMS FULLY
PREPARED, READY TO TAKE HOME
INCLUDING GRILLED PORK LOINS,
HOME MADE MAC AND CHEESE,
MASHED POTATOES, HERB
RUBBED CHICKEN, MADE IN
HOUSE BEQ, CHICKEN SALAD
DELI SALADS AND MUCH MORE

BUTCHER

WE SELL ONMLY 100% PREMIUM
AMNGUS BEEF, HAND CUT IN
HOUSE. STOCK UP FOR THE
WEEKEND EVERY THURSDAY
WITH 35% ALL STEAKS AND
GROUND BEEF. THEN STOP BY
THE TAKE OUT CASE TO
COMPLETE YOUR DINNER WITH
TWICE BAKED POTATOES, FRESH
SALADS AND MORE.

ARTISAN OIL AND VINEGAR

OVER 40 EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE
OILS AND VINEGARS TO CHOOSE
FROM - ALL AVAILABLE TO
SAMPLE.

SPECIALTY CHEESES

DOZENS OF CHEESES,
TAPENADES, OLIVES AND
SPECIALTY ITEMS TO CHOOSE
FROM INCLUDING OUR MADE IN
HOUSE CRACKERS.

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 7AM TO BPM, SUNDAY BAM TO 6PM

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400 » www.mfgro.com




Page 6 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan.9,2014 - 828-526-3228

e INVESTING AT 4. 118 ]

_'T. °

Predictions for the 2014 Highlands Real Estate Market

“Predictions are prepostet-
us.” — Jackie Mason

f course Jackie Mason
has a point. How could
anyone purport to have

an all-knowing crystal ball, telling
all the events of the future with
great clarity and confidence?

sion of a crystal ball, I do rou-
tinely observe and analyze human
behavior (how individuals make
decisions, what influences their
choices and actions, what attracts
them to certain market segments,
and what impacts the timing of
their behavior) — the very sub-
stance and basis of market trends.

While I am not in posses-

Last year’s market activity (on the

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon!

Shearl Produce

Apples, fresh collard greens, turmps, fritters, donuts,
sweet potatoes, fresh bread, dried beans, fresh cider and much more!

Open Sunday-Thursday, 9a to 6p, Fri. & Sat. 9a to 7p
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap
9830 S. Georgia Hwy. « 828-369-0541

From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Fal I|ng Wate 'S isa 52 -acre communlty

A peaceful sanctuary tucked in the mountains just 2.8 miles
from Main Street, Highlands, NC. Secluded but not remote.WVell
forested with mature hardwoods, Rhododendron, Mountain
Laurel and wild flowers that take turns showing off through the
seasons; two waterfalls & several creeks. Gentle land, easy building
sites, and a great place to take a walk.

FallingWaters is protected by the North Carolina Planned
Community Act and our own covenants designed to enhance your
enjoyment and future property values. Owner financing available.

Welcome...Come Visit!

From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr,, go 3 tenths
of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right.
www.highlandsnchomesites.com
Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,
prices & a guided tour.

828-508-9952.

part of Sellers and
Buyers) provided
a  wonderful petri
dish of such trend-
predicting  fodder.
This data gives us
the beginnings of tea
leaves from which to
extrapolate what may
be on the horizon
for us in the coming
year.

And so, with
a nod to Mr. Ma-
son, I'm going to
share my thoughts
on where I predict
the Highlands area
real estate market is
headed this year.

All market segments, prop-
erty types, and price points saw
increased activity and sales in
2013. The luxury market regained
vigor as did commercial sales. In
our office, we saw inquiries for
distressed  properties  diminish
substantially, while requests for
homes with higher end finishes,
superb craftsmanship, and unique
amenities/appeal rose considet-
ably. If T were to sum up the sen-
timent of the 2013 Buyer it was
this: “I know what I want, and ’'m
willing to invest mightily to obtain

Susie deVille
White Oak Realty
Broker-in-charge

it.” The caveat to that
statement being this:
the value must be well
substantiated.

I predict that

2014 will see a con-
tinuation and increase
of the activity we
saw last year (across
all price points and
market  segments),
with luxury sales hav-
ing an even stronger
showing, Commercial
properties will con-
tinue to trebound,
and  walk-to-town
properties will main-
tain their high appeal
to investors. Buyers will continue
to seek single family homes that
would perform well as rental
propetties; view homes and/otr
those with water frontage will
drive sales strongly as well.

Any surprises in store for
20142

I believe, yes.
please ...

I believe 2014 will mark the
return of robust vacant land sales
and a marked increase in new
home construction.

What about all of the in-
ventory of improved properties?

Drum roll,

7

g 7

5

Queen size
Bed runner
with
pillowcases
Hand quilted
$350.00

N Patch Quilt Shop
160 Strawberry Lane
" Highlands, 526-9743
Fabric and quilting supplies. Please
call for hours and directions.

Quilt of the Month

All of those homes already on
the market? Buyers are going to
snatch those up before building,
right?

In some cases, yes, of course.
But tracking very much parallel to
the purchase of homes will be a
burgeoning vacant land sales phe-
nomenon, accompanied by new
building.

Let’s go back for a moment
to the clarion call from Buyers in
2013: “I know what I want, and
I'm willing to invest mightily to
obtain it.”” What happens if this
Buyer is not able to find what
they are seecking in an already-
improved parcel? In some cases,
they will renovate to suit. How-
ever, 1 see this Buyer desiring
to start from scratch. They will
have a willingness to go back to
the drawing board — wherein they
wield the pencil and are able to
envision and then create exactly
what they want. They will select
their ideal site and will let the site
drive the design.

Further, this is not a buy
and hold Buyer. This is a buy and
build Buyer — as in build soon af-
ter closing. I see the construction
industry in our area and all the
supporting trades having a most
active 2014. In fact, will we even
see a difficulty from builders in
ramping up fast enough to meet
demand? A great challenge to
have, to be sure.

2014 has already begun with
a charge right out of the gate. It
is going to be a most exciting year
with chart-topping sales through-
out the Highlands-Cashiers real
estate market.

e Susie deVille, ME, ABR,
SFR, is Owner/Broker-in-Charge
of White Oak Realty Group. Her
areas of expertise include real es-
tate investments, niche marketing,
social media, and strategic property
positioning. An expert in entrepre-
neurship and anthropology, Susie
applies her acumen in human be-
havior toward negotiating and ad-
vocating on behalf of her clients.
White Oak Realty Group’s sales of-
fice is located at 125 South Fourth
Street in the heart of the retail dis-
trict in Highlands. For more infor-
mation, visit WhiteOakRG.com or
call (828) 526-8118.
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cy, citizens are likely to expect the new reval
to mean a decrease in property taxes.

However, Macon County Tax Apprais-
er Richard Lightner says there is a lot that
goes into a devising a tax rate.

“The market values have dropped on
vacant land the most and next on moderately
expensive homes. Many people believe that
a drop in value equals an equal drop in tax-
es; that may or may not be true. By law, the
county has to have a balanced budget, and in
order to get that the county adds all of the
revenue up from all sources and subtracts it
from the needed revenue. The difference is
then divided by the total assessed value and
a tax rate is determined. Once the tax rate
is applied to each individual property, a tax
bill can be calculated. If the change in an
individual property is less than the median
property change, the property will have an
increased tax bill. But if the change is more
than the median value change, The opposite
is true. and the property will have a lower
tax bill. If the overall assessed value of the
county drops, the new revenue neutral tax
rate will be higher than the present tax rate,
as defined by general statutes,” he said.

According to Lightner, the Macon
County Tax Office is building the Schedule
of Values that the Board of Commission-
ers will review and adopt in the summer of
2014. After that the schedule will be applied
to all of the properties to get an estimated
value for each property. At that point a final
review of property values will be done.

“If all goes as planned, an estimate of
value for each property will be sent to the
owner of record in December of 2014 or
January 2015,” said Lightner.

He will brief the Macon County Com-
mission on the reval at the commission’s re-
treat this month.

The following are the remainder of
the 280 Real Estate Transactions for the
Highlands Township and all of the 67 Flats
Township transactionss for 2013. To see
the Town of Highlands and the majority
of the Highlands Township transactions,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com, click on Lo-
cal News and download the Dec. 26/Jan. 2
edition.

Highlands Township
(continued)
PIN,PROP_ADDR,OWNER_NAME,DATE_
RECORDED,SALES_PRICE,FIRST_GRANT-
OR_NAME,ASSESSED_ VALUE
+7551829342,833 COUNTRY CLUB
DR,’SISLEY, JOHN F 111”,12/10/2013,500000,’S
HOUPPE, BYRON C JR”,712230
+7551844938,CASHIERS  RD;”PLACKO,
ROMAN?”,3/27/2013,100000,COWVEE VIL-
LAGE LLC,129600
+7551847837, COWEE
LANE,”COWEE GAP

GAP
LANE,

LLC”,6/26/2013,0,’"MACMILLAN, CHARLES
R”,356380

*7551913876,RD 1600,’KLEIFGEN, ]
PETER”,6/28/2013,185000,LACOSTA  DE-
VELOPMENT CORP246330

*7551917998,495 WHITESIDE MOUN-
TAIN  RD,LLACOSTA  DEVELOPMENT
CORP4/5/2013,900000,’ROME, = ROBERT
WARREN",956430

*7551936413,SR 1600,”SIEK, GEORGE
E. SR TR”,1/22/2013,0,”SIEK, GEORGE E SR
TRUSTEE”, 183040

*7551944049,SR 1600,”"MCGARITY,
JOHN MICHAEL”,6/10/2013,40000,ALAJAY
INC,129440

*7551950202,COWEE
GAP LN,”"COWEE GAP LANE,
LLC”,6/26/2013,0,’"MACMILLAN, CHARLES
R”,463120

*7560090562,1168 WHITESIDE
MTN RD,"HOLDER HIGHLANDS,
LLC”,6/3/2013,0°"HOLDER  HIGHLANDS,
LLC”, 1127960

*7560090929,979 WHITE-
SIDE MOUNTAIN RD,”OTE 1,

LLC”,2/4/2013,0,”’MCCULLOCH,
GEORGE”,810930

*7561010664,31 PINE PT,’MILTON,
ROSEMARY S. TR”,3/15/2013,0,"MILTON,
BARRY”,2129750

*7561011793,S R 1600,’"MILTON,
ROSEMARY S. TR”,3/15/2013,0,"MILTON,
BARRY”,208570

Flats Township
(Scaly Mountain)

67 Transactions
PIN,PROP_ADDR,OWNER_NAME,DATE_
RECORDED,SALES_PRICE,FIRST_GRANT-

OR_NAME,ASSESSED_ VALUE

+7408199749,526 GRANDADDY STILL
RD,”"FLOYD,MARK C.’,9/23/2013,0,"FLOYD,
MARK C”,603300

+7408229329,32 HUCKLEBERRY HILL
RD,B AND B PROPERTY MANAGEMENT |
LLC,12/9/2013,0,"EHRENKAUFER, EMIL R
LIFE ESTATE”, 133230

+7408230445,10121 DIL-
LARD RD,’COADY, PETER CHARLES

TR”,2/28/2013,0,"COADY, PETER
C”,169790
*7408381629,0FF HWY 106,’EZELL,

JEFFREY A”,9/20/2013,220000,”POSS, ED-
WIN C.’,145450

*7408455939,0ON HWY 106,"DAJ AS-
SET MANAGEMENT, LIMITED PARTNERSH
IP”,1/23/2013,0,"JONES, DENNIS A”,53790

*7408459107,0ON HWY 106,"DAJ AS-
SET MANAGEMENT, LIMITED PARTNERSH
IP”,1/23/2013,0,"JONES, DENNIS A”,509710

*7408562291,0ON HWY 106,"DAJ AS-
SET MANAGEMENT, LIMITED PARTNERS
HIP”,1/23/2013,0,”JONES, DENNIS A”,6890

+7408599069,951 HIGH-
LAND GAP RD)SOUTH, JEFFERY
M.”,11/8/2013,750000,”"OWEN, JAMES

WILLIAM”,990820
o See RE MARKET page 8
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i
PLAC

Main Sc.

£levation 4118

67 107 147 16”7 207
H and —tossed, Pan,
Thin, Gluten-free and
Whole Wheat crust.

Appetizers

* Breadsticks
* Garlic
Bread |
* Pizza Sticks " §
« Mozzarella §
Sticks |
Wings &

|

& more!

Open 7

- Highlands, NC

Greek Pizza, Philly
Steak, Taco Pizza, White,
Meat Lovers, Fajita,
Vegetarian,
Veggie Medley,
Chicken Alfredo,
Chicken & Pear White
Pizza, BBQ, Margarita,
Hawaiian BBQ, Mamma
Mia Cranberry, Sicilian,
Buffalo Chicken and
Jalapeno Popper Pizza.

A Variety of
Fresh Salads!

days a week from 11 a.m.

365 Main Street, 828-526-5660

Domestic and Imported Beers!
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..RE MARKET continued from page 7

*7408623411,0FF HWY 106,"CAFFREY,
LAURA JONES TR”,10/10/2013,0,"CAFFREY,
LAURA”,135400

+7408632733,886 THOM-
AS KNOB TRL,”ADDISON, E.
C”,11/25/2013,0,”ADDISON, E C”, 1115190

*7408698967,215 RAVEN
RIDGE RD,”PARROTT, GREGORY
RANDALL”,2/28/2013,0,’PARROTT,  PAU-
LINE”,257870

+7408818631,0FF RD 1626,”"COLD RIV-
ER PARTNERS, LLC”10/29/2013,0,ELLIJAY
PARTNERS,320020

*7408828331,0FF  1626,"FRANKLIN,
BARBICOLEMAN”,5/29/2013,0,"FRANKLIN,
BARBI COLEMAN?”,154210

*7408874520,0ON RD 1627 "CLARK,
JAMES W. TR”,8/19/2013,0,"CLARK, JAMES
WTR”,77620

+7408922269,195 LOCUST
LOG LN,”COLEMAN, BEJAMIN
RODNEY”,5/20/2013,0,"COLEMAN, BEJA-
MIN RODNEY”,46700

*7409122405,1213 LOST
VALLEY RD,’LANIER, MARY
ANNE”,8/9/2013,0,”ANDERSON, RAY
C”,1773890

*7409200550,0FF RD 1624 HIGH-
LAND GAP’INDEPENDENCE BANC-

SHARES, INC.,7/2/2013,100000,”INDEPEN

DENCE, NATIONAL BANK?”,138620

*7409218173,”’MADSEN, H
MICHAEL”,8/20/2013,0,”POSS, EDWIN
C”,100

*7409315056,76 LITTLE
CREEK TR"MANDIGO, GLENTON

T,7/31/2013,213000,”U.S BANK NATIONAL
ASSOC,ASTR”,578500

*7409409440,0FF HWY [06,"SNOW,
GARY K”,6/14/2013,65000,THE DONOHO
SCHOOL, 186740

*7409413755,’SCHOULTZ,  LINDSEY
R”,9/16/2013,138000,FIRST-CITIZENS BANK
& TRUST COMPANY,366100

*7409426715,700 SILLY RIDGE
RD,”’KINGWOOD PROPERTIES,
LLC”,3/19/2013,0,"BISHOFF, WILLA

JANE”, 1796210

*7409429275,MCCONNELL
RD,”’KINGWOOD PROPERTIES,
LLC”,3/19/2013,0,"BISHOFF, WILLA
JANE”,491170

*7409449053,HIGHPOINT VIEW
RD,"ROGERS, CONNIE FIELDS”,10/11/2013,
5¢75000,”ARMSTRONG, E D I11”,728080

*7409587858,RD 1622 BUCKS
KNOB,”BRUNER, JAMES STE-
PHEN 11”,8/30/2013,70000,"REGIONS,

BANK?”,375920

Shear Elevations

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures,
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements,
Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Call for an
app Ointlnent

TODAY!

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

828-526-9477 » 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo
Stylist: Heather D. Escandon

<X
Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.
Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5 < Sat. 10-2

Walk-Ins Welcome!

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials,
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Tues - Sat. at 10 a

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

*7409590479,SR 1622,"BRUNER, JAMES
STEPHEN  117,8/30/2013,70000,”"REGIONS,
BANK?”,122090

*7409605082,0FF HWY  106,”PAR-
ROTT,GREGORY R”,2/28/2013,0,"PARROTT,
PAULINE”,47810

*7409609477,97 RAVEN
RIDGE RD;’PITTS, CHARLES
H.’,10/29/2013,165000,"MELTON, STANLEY
K”,312600

*7409679631,BUCK KNOB RD,’SCBT,
NA”,6/21/2013,0,"TUTEN, JOE H”,120+740

*7409702794,676 BROWNS MOUN-
TAIN RD;”’NARON, KENNETH?”,11/25/201
3,160000,"CHAMPION, CARL W”,324450

*7409739809,0N RD 1623,"MORGAN,
BARRY”,9/20/2013,30000,”"MILLER, JAMES L
& HAZEL H”,40-740

*7409778614,146  GREEN  COVE
RD,”"HANER, JEFFREY SCOTT”,8/14/2013,2
65000,"MAKOWSKI, JERZY",691440

*7409856399,BUCK
KNOB RD,’"MCGILL,
DEBORAH”,8/21/2013,0,"DRYMAN, LEA-
MAN”,93640

*7409856726,BUCK

KNOB RD,"DRYMAN, WILLIAM
STACEY”,8/21/2013,0,"DRYMAN, LEA-
MAN”,103660

*+7409858972,1220
BUCK KNOB RD,"DRYMAN,
LEAMAN”,8/21/2013,0,"DRYMAN, LEA-
MAN”,133710

+7409927899,451 BUCK
KNOB  RD’MINTON, MARIEL C.

TRUSTEE”,11/13/2013,0,"MINTON, MARIEL
C”,925540

*7409942443,0FF RD
1622,"KNOWLES, MARGARET DAWN
TRUSTEE”,10/15/2013,0,"KNOWLES, MAR-
GARET D”,279110

*74099503 14,BUCK KNOB
RD,"DRYMAN, TIMOTHY
WARREN",8/21/2013,0,’DRYMAN,  LEA-

MAN”,95570
*7409952992,BUCK

KNOB RD,”"DRYMAN, PATRICK
JOEL”,8/21/2013,0,"DRYMAN, LEA-
MAN”, 112290

*7409966276,1049 BUCK
KNOB RD,”"HOUSER, SCOTT

FRANKLIN”,8/8/2013,0,”"DRYMAN,
ELBA”,252570

*7418364447,0FF RD
1625,"THOMPSON, ANDREW D
JR”,1/14/2013,0,,THOMPSON, ANDREW
D”,45500

*7418364612,221 MOUNTA-
INVIEW DR,”"WILSON, KENYON
).,9/6/2013,190000,BAILEY CREEK
LLC,186330

*7418383810,272 RED GATE LN,”PCH
CAPITAL, LLC”,12/16/2013,0"HARTRAMPE
CARL R JR”,6640690

*7418654511,650 LAKE-
SIDE RD,”"BRASHER, BRUCE
UMBERTO”,7/5/2013,0,"BRASHER, BRUCE
UMBERTO”,497800

o See RE MARKET page 10

..5CC continued from
page 1

Groves building and are currently in the
process of creating a master plan of what
the expansion here would look like.”

In 2012-13, 1,105 Macon County
residents enrolled in curriculum (degree,
certificate, diploma-seeking or transfer)
programs. There were 75 students with
a current address in Highlands. In Fall
2013, the current unduplicated headcount
for the Macon Campus is 488. There
are 48 students with a current address in
Highlands.

With a focus on the school’s Public
Safety and Training Center, Tomas spoke
to commissioners about SCC’s Board of
Trustees plan to target the Macon Campus
as an area of growth and an opportunity
to build the campus to be at the same
operational capacity as the Jackson campus.

The Macon campus is currently sitting
on a 20-acre site on Siler Farm Road just
south of Franklin. The building, which
was begun in the fall of 2005, has been
shaped into a high-tech, state-of-the-art
campus, offering technology enhanced
learning with computer laboratories, virtual
and interactive classrooms, and a wireless
environment.

SCC also works with local industries
to provide workforce training, which has
seen a 36.4 increase over the last five
years in enrollment. This academic year,
the work force training program has seen
a total of 6,359 Macon County residents
enrolled, with 360 of those being Highlands
residents.

SCC’s Public Safety Training Center
has seen a similar increase compared to the
Macon campus, with an 72.9 percent over
the last six years, averaging a 12 percent
increase per year in enrollment numbers.
With the significant demands on the
program, Tomas informed commissioners
that new facilities needed to be constructed
to accommodate the growth.

According to Tomas, SCC is currently
working to secure funding from grants
to help grow programs and work on
expanding the school.

Southwestern Community College’s
Macon Campus has several curriculum
programs for students to choose from.
Students are afforded the opportunity
for an AA Degree and college transfer
credits, Criminal Justice AAS Degree,
Emergency Medical Science, Human
Services Technology and a substance abuse
certificate, Pre-Health Science Track and
courses to allow students to receive their
Real Estate Certificate.

e See SCC page 9



..5CC continued from page 8

Southwestern Community College has
been ranked one of the Top 10 community
colleges in the nation for the past several
years and has recently been one of the
four colleges in the state out of the 58
community colleges to receive the title
of an “exceptional” institute. Programs
offered at SCC are unlike many community
colleges around the country. SCC is one of
13 schools in the nation to have training
courses for the National Park Service and
according to Tomas, due to budget cuts,
those programs may soon be cut to only
four in the nation and he is confident SCC
will retain its program.

“That program alone does a lot for the
local economy because we have students
from Alaska and Hawaii and all over who
come here to take that course,” said Tomas.
“In fact, 90 percent of our graduates stay
in the region and become active members
of our society.”

The National Park Service course
falls under the realm of the Public Safety
Training Center and accounts for a large
percentage of the program’s growth. Other
programs in the department include a
school resource officer program and a first

Firefighter Academy to train local emergency
personnel.

Currently, SCC has these programs but
does not have adequate facilities to provide
the degree of training college officials would
like to offer. With a 10 percent enrollment
increase projected over the next 20 years,
Tomas presented commissioners with a
master plan to accommodate future students.

With the current Macon campus
building being just 5,000 square feet, the plan
proposed by Tomas would break the project
into three phases to ultimately be able to
house students and handle the enrollment
increase for the next 25 years.

The plan calls for a 35,000 square foot
addition to the existing building, which will
allow the Macon campus to be able to offer
the same curriculum and programs as the
Jackson campus. The next portion of the
plan, noted to be Phase 1A would call for
the construction of a 50,000 square foot
Public Safety Training Center Building,
and then a 33,000 square foot facility to
include an indoor firing range for students.
Tomas informed commissioners that
countless departments currently use SCC’s
firearm training facilities, which is currently
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outdoors, and an indoor range would
better suit the department’s needs. Phase
1C would include the construction of a
5,000 square foot facility to house EMS
and firetrucks for the purpose of training
for SCC, but will also be made available to
public entities.

While Phase 1 is expected to manage
the school’s growth for the next eight years,
the master plan includes Phase 2 and 3,
which call for further expansions over the
next 25 years.

Tomas informed commissioners that
in order for the plan to become feasible,
an archaeological study was conducted and
showed that the project should be able
to be completed without disturbing any
historical Indian artifacts.

The property identified by Tomas for
the expansion is county owned property
that is currently not being utilized.

With Tomas’ presentation;s intent to
be only informative, county commissioners
agreed to work in scheduling a date for a
special work session with the SCC Board
to further discuss the partnership for
expansion of the Macon campus.

BOUNDARY LEGEND:
— Cowdy Frogety - 834 A0,

$5C Exdetirg Proparty - 100 AS.
s Prepowsd 300 Now Propaly - 103 AL
| lry Properiy - S0 AC,

PHASING PLAN:
PHASE 1+ Scimner Dubding
PHASE 1A, PSTEC Buibdirg
FSASE 10 - Shaoclag
PHASE 10 - Amasdance & Fretiuks (3600 8F)

FHAST 1. Genced Cisronma  [MS005.F)
FIlASE 1A - PRI Buldng B ar 5.5
FriasE 3~ Future Exzemsion fanmg 550

| M Eriyg Pakiey B

B30 N Faruing Boatad

- | T

TherRed boundary is county property; the blue boundary is the library property, the yellow line is the current SCC campus and the purple lines

indicate areas of proposed expansion.

..LETTERS continued
from page 2

is often the reaction that causes so much
damage through unintended consequenc-
es.

Just one example of liberal mistakes
is when President Carter passed a law,
called the Community Reinvestment Act
of 1977, requiring banks to loan mort-
gage money to low income people. Clin-
ton put more teeth into the law in 1996
and was the direct cause, 30 years later, of
the housing collapse.

In my opinion and contrary to no-
tions touted by the Left, it was not caused
by banks but was instead caused by greedy
realtors selling homes to people who

e See LETTERS page 11
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o Gourmel Cockware
o Fine Bakeware
o Quality Cutlery
o Gadgels & Uensils
» Counterlop Appliances
o lierman Stemware
o Full Bath & Body lines!
+ And MUCH MORE!

Open Mon - Sat 10am to Spm & Sun 1 to Spm
450 Main St. Highlands, NC 828-526-5226

Jproducts for your Mind, Body & Home.

h,,,Whole
{@ Life
“"Market

Matural Products Store
Carrying a wide variety of natural

NEGTAR

Juice Bar

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads To Go!

526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p
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To renew your soul,
reach out to others

By Paul Christy, pastor
Highlands United Methodist Church
s I write to you on the first of a New Year, I
thought I would begin by looking back. That may
seem strange but hang on with me for a minute be-
cause I want to tell you about some of the new things I got
for Christmas. I got a new tie and some new socks -- which
means I had to part with some things that had been with
me for a while. My favorite old tie had grease stains on it,
and my old socks had holes in them; I loved my old tie and
socks, but they were worn out. That got me thinking about
how we deal with old things.

When something is worn out we throw it away. When
our clothes wear out, we buy new ones, when our cats wear
out, we buy new ones. We tend to look at newness as a
way to solve problems concerning things that are worn and
torn.

But when it comes to us personally in our lives, what
happens when we as individuals wear out; how do we find
that newness?

I told my church folks on the first Sunday of January
that I went to Wal-Mart not long ago and I searched and
searched the aisles but I could not find a new Paul Christy.
Of course that’s no surprise, but the point is taken -- how
can we be new or feel that sense of newness in our lives?

This is where New Years comes in. With each New
Year I make all kinds of resolutions to make myself feel
new and refreshed. But does losing weight give you a sense
of newness? Does eating right and getting more involved
with exercise make you a new person? I don’t think it
makes us new in our souls. How then can we feel the sense
of newness in our souls?

There was a man who was a preacher thousands of
years ago, who didn’t have a seminary education, nor did he
ever serve a Main Street church, but he had a passion and a
charisma about him that made people want to see and listen
to him. I am sure there was a time while he was preaching
when someone asked Him about feeling new and having a
sense of newness for their soul. As was his way, I’'m sure he
told a story to illustrate his point. Of course Jesus was His
name and He told a story about helping others who were
hungry, thirsty and sick. He even talked about people who
didn’t have clothes and those who wete in prison. Jesus
said, when you care, share and love those who are hurting,
it is like you are doing it to me. Jesus wants us to feel that
sense of newness by helping others.

So if you are searching and trying to find that new-
ness and a renewed passion for life, look around because
I promise there are folks right around you that are hungry,
thirsty, sick, and strangers and in prison for whom we need
to show love and grace. When we do, there is a renewing
of our souls.

Make a resolution to renew your soul this year, and
then find someone to show and share the love and grace
of Christ with. It will likely bless you more than you could
have ever imagined.

As Jesus so plainly said thousands of years ago, “When
you do to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you do it to me.”

Proverbs 3:5 e PLACEM&SH[P e John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965 HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor

Sundays: School — 10 a.m., Worship - 11 :
- ; 828-421-9172 + 165 S. Sixth Street
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 Sundays: Worship — 11

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting — 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH HlGHLANDSa%E)’;‘TDzﬁLREGE?]T CrlRzs
828-269-3546 ; iy
. 670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
R LDl e Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p.

Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship - 11 Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship .
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers sun: School 9T5stqrv|\3/aull1t? hgs(’;)é\’g?()&;? Youth 5:30
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-743-9814 yn. ¢ 0.0 e a., Yorsnip . U Touth o: ” p
e Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15 - children, youth, & adults studies; 6:15 —
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm ) X -t
; Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm La o
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY Thurs:12:30 — Women'’s Bible Study (nursery)
Sky Valley, GA HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
 7ORTAA. Chaplain Margaret Howell
Church: 706-746-2999 2152 Dillard Road - 526-9+741

Sundays: 10 a.m. — Worship ] X X ) )
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month Sundays: Sunday Schogl and Adultld|scuss.|on group 9:30 a.m,;
Worship/Communion - 10:30

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 MECEDEL R BEPTIST Cl R
| : 8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers
P . O . . Pastor Roy Lowe, (828) 526-8425
Sun.; Chirstian Education, 9 a.m.(Bucks in Cashiers) Family Sundays: School - 10 a.m.: Worship 11

Worship with music and Communion, 10:30 a.m.

DR Choir - 6 p.m.
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. .
. o R . : : Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. — 7 p.m.
Wed.: Men'’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

Tue. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am. MOUNTA%E]ZBSIgCHURCH
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Independent Bible Church

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 11
Wednesdays -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC
Senior Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School
10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children’s
Program,.
10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker « 526-2968

Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big
Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Parish office: 526-2418
Mass: — Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.; Sat., 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dwight Loggins
Sundays: School =10 a.m.; Worship —11 a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. — 7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore ¢ 526-3212
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship — 10:45 a.m.; Worship — 6

Sundays: Holy Eucharist Rite | (chapel), 8 am, Education and o pm.
: o D . Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth — 7 p.m.
choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite Il, (sanctuary),10:30 SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 526--4153
Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m.; School - 9:30 a.m.
Wed.: Men'’s Bible Study 8:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting — 6:15
p.m., Choir -5 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor ¢+ 526-3175
Sun.; Worship — 11 a.m.; School — 9:30
Mondays: 8 a.m. — Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays - Choir - 7
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) ¢ Rev. Carson Gibson
Sunday School — 10 am, Worship Service — 11 am

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer
Sundays: School — 10 a.m.; Worship - 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study — 7
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive * 828-524-6777
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School — 10 am, Worship Service — 11 am




..RE MARKET continued from page 8

*7419050269,870
LEAMON?”,24720

BUCK KNOB

RD,’DRYMAN, TIMOTHY WARREN”4/11/2013,0,"DRYMAN,

*7419111652,188 TALL PINES RD,”’KEPTIMES, LLC”,7/10/2013,0,"KEPTIMES, LLC”,275940
*7419132383,0FF RD 1622,"NEUMANN, ROBERT S TRUST”,12/16/2013,0,”"]NEUMANN, JEANNIE”,55080
*7419166699,STATE RD 1685,”BILLBERRY, JAMES”,10/28/2013,0,”"BILLBERRY, GEORGE T TRUSTEE”,77760
*7419169910,655 MILLER RD,”BILLBERRY, JAMES”,10/28/2013,0,”BILLBERRY, GEORGE T TRUSTEE”, 157070
*7419178016,659 MILLER RD,’BILLBERRY, JAMES”,10/28/2013,0,”"BILLBERRY, GEORGE T TRUSTEE”, 146710
*7419387026,539 & 535 BOB LONG MOUNTAIN RD,”"BARTENFELD, CHELSEA L TRUSTEE”,6/28/2013,0,”

BARTENFELD, CHELSEA L”,426430

*7419410334,16 CHAPIN RD,’ELLER, PAIGE A’,5/8/2013,0,’"ELLER, PAIGE A”,221260

*7419459706,0FF HWY 106,”"OWEN,WILLIAM N.”,3/5/2013,320000,"HYATT, NELSON C”,84070
*7419520191,6558 DILLARD RD,”"DRYLIE, DOROTHY F”,2/6/2013,0,”"DRYLIE, SARA M TRUSTEE”, 167610
*7419524959,511 KING GAP RD,”GRIMSHAW, ROGER”,9/13/2013,229000,"BARNETT, C KEITH”,466070

*7419534841,19 KING MOUNTAIN TRL,’TAYLOR,

WARD”,485280

FRANK J,7/1/2013,500000,"BARKER,

ED-

*7419545423,359 KING CIR,”"NELSON, JAMES M”,10/2/2013,430000,"EAGER, JOY J”,1194990
*7419554520,66 GALAX CIR,”GAFFEY, CAROL B.”,6/10/2013,0,"GAFFEY, JAMES E.”,357900
*7419555676,160 GALAX CIR,”"DRESHER, JAMES D, 11/20/2013,355000,”"REEVES, ROBERT D”,497230
*7419561066,309 FOX CREEK RD;”"OWEN,WILLIAM N.?,3/5/2013,320000,"HYATT, NELSON C”,320800
*7419641611,0FF HWY 106,"SCOTT, NANCY J TRUSTEE”,8/8/2013,0,"SCOTT, JAMES R TR”,150000
*7419642866,1241 KING GAP RD,’BANK OF AMERICA, N.A”,8/15/2013,412500,"LETTOW, CARL F

JR”,976440

*7500408632,SR 1622,"ERICKSON, STEPHEN R.’,7/3/2013,1+7500,”"WILKES,ALVIN L’,189410
+7500522109,0FF RD 1624,”JEFFORDS, HERBERT ANDREW?”,11/22/2013,12000,”WILKES, ALVIN L”,45080
*7500601778,654 EVANS CREEK RD;THOMAS, MYCHAEL DER'RAL TR”5/3/2013,0"THOMAS,

MYCHAEL”,304840

*7500701214,LOTS 306-309 LOISPURDIN PRO,’"NEISWANDER,MICHAELJOHN",7/31/2013,100000,"BAER,

RICHARD A”,73500

... TEACHERS continued from page 1

Local district turnover rates
ranged from a high of 35.09
percent in Northampton Coun-
ty Schools to a low of 7.31 per-
cent in Surry County Schools.

The number one reason
teachers reported for leaving
their districts was to teach in
another North Carolina school
district or charter school. Retire-
ment was listed as the second
most cited reason for leaving
the classroom. The third most
common reason teachers cited
for leaving was family reloca-
tion.

Of the 13,616 teachers that
reported leaving their districts in
2012-13, 6,719 (49.35 percent)
had tenure. This number is up
from the 5,599 teachers (47.48
percent) who left with tenure in
2011-12. A total of 887 teachers
reported that they left their dis-
tricts in 2012 -13 because they
were dissatisfied with teaching
and/or seeking a career change.
This number is up from the 816
teachers who cited this same
reason last year. A total of 455
teachers reported resigning to
teach in another state and this
number also is up from 341 in
2011 -12. The number of teach-
ers who reported leaving their

districts to teach in another NC
school district (2,851), to take a
non-teaching position in educa-
tion (1,447), ot to teach in a chat-
ter school (145) or private school
(143) also have increased since
last year.

Also as a part of the re-
port, school districts were asked
to identify the subject areas in
which they had the most difficul-
ty hiring appropriately-licensed
teachers. The top five were high
school science, special education,
high school math, middle school
science and middle school math.

The State Board of Educa-
tion and Department of Public
Instruction currently have a num-
ber of initiatives in place to help
recruit and retain teachers. Ef-
forts include: alternative entry li-

censure routes; beginning teacher
support programs; regional licen-
sure centers to help lateral entry
teachers; 12% pay increases for
teachers with National Board of
Professional Teaching Standards
certification; special recognition
and awards programs, such as
N.C. Teacher of the Year; North
Carolina Teacher Corps (through
March 2014); Troops to Teachers;
teacher scholarship loans; and Fu-
ture Teachers of America/Teach-
er Cadet programs, to encourage
students to consider a teaching
careet.

“These efforts are helpful,
but the most effective way to keep
teachers in North Carolina class-
rooms is to give them and their
profession the respect they de-
serve,” Atkinson said.

..LETTERS continued from page 9

could not afford them, appraisers
who inflated the prices of homes,
along with Fannie Mae and mort-
gage brokers passing toxic mort-
gages to investment banks and
yes, investors buying and flipping
homes for profit. Many share
blame for the housing collapse,

including investment banks.

The caution here is to be
wary of liberals who claim to have
all the solutions to our problems.

Question everything lest you
find yourself living in the Land of
Oz.

Bob Wilson
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..RAVENEL continued from page 1

family in January 1914. These 10 acres overlook the town of High-
lands to the west and Horse Cove to the east. The view from Sunset
Rock has been the most popular vista in Highlands for generations.

The HIA merged with the Highlands Community Club in 1934

to form the Satulah Club. Another merger with the Ravenel Park As-
sociation in 1987 resulted in the Highlands I.and Trust. Up to this
point these organizations had focused on the stewardship of their two
holdings. With the formation of this new group there was a greater in-

o See RAVENEL page 14

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

e Dental Implants e Root Canal
Therapy
e Single Visit Crowns
e Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!
(1IV Sedation, too)

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439
r“"'--.___J

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com f .
WILBANKS SMTI.E-( ENMTER

pifeteat

We can help*
ou age )
sgﬂfefugﬂy .
with our
surgical ,
» and
nnn-surgicﬁl
treatments

Robert T. Buchanan, MD, F.A.C.S.
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

Highlands, N.C. 28741

526-3783 * Toll Free: 877-526-3784
www.PlasticSur gery Toda y.com
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ATLANTICE BOUTH

,_;'__,m POIIER
_ BEYRTEMB

LIGHTNING PROTECTION
EMERGENCY GENERATORS

Electrical License # NC 1BB22U KOHLER Dealer # 2584950

www,ASPower Systems.com 828.526.0070

< Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls e Fireplaces e Patios e Piers
All Rock Work e Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Grading & Excavating « Certified Clearwater Contractor
www.wilsongrading.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

Serving Highlands & Cashiers
for since 1988!
Phone: 526-2251
- Fax: 828-526-8764
: hﬁ% Email: JJlawnl663@frontier.com

-
£,
g

Ju L Ly,

John Shearl, Owner » 1663 S. 4™ St. Highlands

‘Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, Garages,
Yard Debris, etc. We'll takeyour Trash & Save you some
Cash! Cheaper than a Dumpster & we do all the work -

We also Specialize in Small Demolition
and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,

cmw REPAIR & DETAILING
JEF F ML LE H.

Allan Dearth & Sons

Generator
Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Miller’s Plum
Budd

Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.
Small Tree & Brush Removal and all types of Yard Debris,
including Metal,Wood, etc.

Call Today for a Cleaner Tomorrow! %
(828) 200-5268 :
Service
24-Hour Towing

We also Cater in Minor Landscaping,
If You Need it Gone,
J&M Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

Owner-Operator Jeff Miller
526-0374 « 342-0583

b g Service, LLC

ler, Owner

Highlands Automotive

Service 7 @mm 7 NC

& BAvL it Inspection
. . {ﬁ’ ‘i} ¥ 1? ] Station
Repair 72~ L@

.« Water Cop Installation
- & Winterization
* Remodels & New

A : Construction
$28.787-2360 B ell 828-371-1707
2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com millersplumbing99@yahoo.com

Deluxe, Indoor
Climate Controlled Self Storage

With covered loading zone

. Umts Avallable .
Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 » Cashiers Rd.

| BEYSTH

Graping & Paving

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving — now a full
service asphalt company specializing in
commercial and residential asphalt services
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.
Other services?

Utility installation and repair, driveways,
ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing.
Call 828-526-9348.
Brysongrading@gmail.com

American Upholstery

* Residential or Commercial
* Over 40 Years Experience
* Fast & Dependable
* Free Estimates
* Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106




You know us as RUNNERS,
but don’t forget we are also =
NCREAL ESTATE BROKERS. |,
You can count on us every |
step of the way to get youto f
the finish line. We train hard |
for races, and we will work
equally hard for you!
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411
Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

nghland&Cashlers
1 T A L

Fidelia Eckerd Living Center
US 64 Between Highlands & Cashiers, NC

Positions Now Available

ER and Med/Surg Registered Nurses
Medical Laboratory Technologist
Medical Records Manager
Inpatient Coder

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

in pay, available after 60 days of full-time employment,
Pre—employmient substance screening. Call Human Reésources,
B2E-526-1376, or apply online at www.hchospital.ong.

Nantahla Tire & Car Care

e Oil changes o Brakes e Tires
e Light Car & Truck Repair
828-526-0283
518 Dillard Road, Highlands
nantirel@aol.com

800-805-3558 » 828-526-2222
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e Porice & FIRE REPORTS *

Highlands PD log entries from Dec.7. Only the
names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor, or public officials have been used.

Dec.7

* At 6:20 p.m., officers responded to a call about
shoplifting at Bryson’s Food Store

* At 9:27 p.m., officers aided in a non-criminal, in-
voluntary committment at a residence on Laurel Street
where a person was displaying abnormal behavior.

Dec. 10

* At 6:42 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle
accident in Highlands Plaza.

Dec. 12

* A little past midnight, officers responded to a call
about a vehicle hitting a traffic control sign.

* At 9 a.m,, officers responded to a one-vehicle
accident on Horse Cove Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries
from Dec. 25

Dec. 25

* At I:11 p.m,, the dept. was first responders to a
residence on Honeysuckle Lane. EMS transported to
the hospital.

* At 7:11 a.m,, the dept. was first-responders to
a residence on Azalea Drive. EMS transported to the
hospital.

Dec.26

* At 9:45 a.m,, the dept. stoodby at the MAMA
landing pad at the hospital.

Dec. 27

* At 9:33 a.m., the dept.responded to a one-vehicle
accident due to ice on US 64 west. There were no
injuries.

* At 10:41 a.m,, the dept. was first-responders to
a residence on Chestnut Hill Drive. EMS transported
to the hospital.

Dec.28

*A little past midnight, the dept. set up the landing
zone for the MAMA helicopter at the hospital.

* At 9:53 p.m,, the dept. was first-responders to
a residence on Satulah Falls Lane. EMS transported to
the hospital.

Dec.29

* At 1:20 a.m,, the dept. provided mutual aid to
Cashiers-Glenville with a structure fire at a residence
on Glasseyview Road.

* At 8:20 a.m., the dept.responded to a one-vehicle
rollover on US 64 east. There was a minor injury.

Dec.30

* At 2:52 p.m., the dept. responded to a call at a
residence on View Point Road where a construction
worker fell off a ladder and was seriously hurt. EMS
transported to the hospital and MAMA took him to
Asheville.

* At 10:19 p.m,, the dept. was first-responders to
a residence on Choctaw Lane about an unresponsive

person.The body was taken to the funeral home.

Dec.31

* At 2:14 a.m,, the dept. and Glenville-Cashiers Res-
cue Dept. searched for a lost hiker who was found and
brought out by 4-wheelers.

* At 9:58 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to Main
Street where an |8-year-old female had cut her arm.EMS
transported to the hospital.

* At 12:52 p.m., the dept was called to Bank of
America about the smell of an electrical fire.

* At 1:14 p.m., the dept. was first responders to a
residence on NC 106. EMS transported to the hospital.

* At 1:42 p.m., the dept. set up the landing zone for
MAMA at the hospital.

*At 2:4] p.m., the dept. provided traffic control on US
64 west around a one-vehicle accident with minor injuries.

Jan. |

* At 8:05 a.m,, the dept. was first-responders to a
residence on White Clover Lane. EMS transported to
the hospital

Jan.2

* At 10:32 a.m,, the dept. was first-responders to a
residence on Hill Road. EMS transported to the hospital.

Jan.3

* At 7:39 a.m., the dept. responded to a call of smoke
at a residence on Memorial Park Drive.

* At 12:08 p.m., the dept.responded to a one-vehicle
accident on Buck Creek Road.There were no injuries.

* At 3:44 p.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle fire
at a residence on Simon Speed Road.

Jan.5

* At 3:58 a.m., the dept.responded to a co2 alarm at
a residence on Falls Court. It was false.

Jan.6

* At 3:56 a.m,, the dept. responded to a water flow
alarm at a residence on Cullasaja Club Drive.

* At 8:24 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to Oak
Lane where someone fell. There was no transport.

* At 5:19 p.m., the dept. responded to a call about a
loud boom -- like a limb falling a the corner of the roof
-- at a residence on Naiad Terrace. It was unfounded.

Jan.7

* A little past midnight, the dept. was first-responders
to a residence on Biscuit Rock Road where an elderly
person had fallen .

* At 5:53 a.m,, the dept. responded to a fire alarm on
Church Street. It was false.

Help with heating fuel

Having trouble staying warm? The High-
lands Emergency Council maybe able
to help. Fuel sign-ups will take place on
Monday and Tuesday, January |3-14 from
[0:am to 2 pm at 7| Poplar Street. Please
come by and fill out an application.
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Service Directory Ads
$17/wk BW
$22/wk/color

Classified Ads

$6 for 10 words, 20
cents for each word
thereafter

$2 extra for yellow
highlight

HELP WANTED
IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT OPENINGS
ATTHE HIGHLANDS ABC STORE.Appli-
cations available at the store in Highlands
Plaza. (st. 1/9)

RES /| COMMERCIAL FOR
RENT

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
FOR RESTAURANT LEASE In au-
thentic Joe Webb Log Cabin.Year round
lease. Lots of ambiance. Turn key opera-
tion. Call Sabrina 828-526-2288 or 828-
482-2385.(1/9/14)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT.

Great location on Carolina Way between
64E and 5th St across from Bank of Amer-
ica. 1480 sqft. Office or retail. $1500/
month. Call Tom Clark(404)210-7979 or
(828)526-4646(st. 9/19)
COMMERCIAL BUILDING, 365
Franklin Road. Over |70 ft. of Hwy front-

age and large parking area. Street level:
3 offices with LR/KIT/BA. Lower Level:

2BR/2BA apartment. Laundry & central
gas heat. $415,000. Call TLC Associates.
828-371-2485 or 828-526-2919. (12/19)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FABULOUS LONG VIEWS.
1,900 sq. ft. 2-car garage. Beautiful loca-
tion. See our website at www.cashiers-
glenvillehousefor sale.com

SCALY MOUNTAIN HIGH
RIDGE PROPERTY facing Scaly Moun-
tain. Located on Buck Knob Road. Will
divide into 2- or 3-acre lots on ridge.
Call 813-264-6358. mknowles38@msn.
com. (st. 10/3)

PRICED BELOW ASSESSED
VALUE. 3 BR/2 BA.Fireplace. Double-car
garage. Large deck. $285,000. 386-212-
4181 (st. 8/8)

ITEMS FOR SALE

2006 JAYCO, JAYFLIGHT 27.5
BHS 5TH WHEEL CAMPER WITH
GOOSENECK ADAPTER. Split sleep-
ing areas with bunk beds and queen mas-
terbed. Sleeps 8 to 9.Very clean. Like new
with all the luxuries of home. $9,000. Call
to view. 828-526-8373. ((st. 1/9)

1995 BMW 3251, 4-door sedan. Ma-
roon. $2,500. OBO. 828-526-8373. (st. 1/9)

DOWNSIZING FURNITURE
SALE - Sofas, chairs, dining room furniture
kitchen island, end tables, lamps, and king
size beds Call 828-200-1367. (st. 1 1/27)

PEARL RIVER UPRIGHT PIANO
— Like new. $1,500 or OBO. Call Mark.
828-526-4563. (Jan 30Source Green Heat
Efficient Electric Heater w/remote, wood
grain cabinet pd. $179 - like new, only used
4 months - $100 200-0183)

SERVICES

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT -
HAGAN BINDER DESIGN. Start plan-
ning your spring landscape today! Master
planning, remodels, landscape tune-ups,
hardscape. NC Board certified. wwwhagan-
binder.com 850-570-8210. (Dec. 30)

MOUNTAIN MAID HOUSE
CLEANING SERVICE - Call Amy at
828-342-2279, references available. (12/19)

HIGHLANDSTAXI & SHUTTLE
— Let Charlie Dasher handle your transpor-
tation whether it’s to the airport, a special
event, or just around town. He provides
van service for weddings, and is licensed
and insured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection.
828-743-0900.

J&)] LAWN AND LANDSCAP-
ING SERVICES - Complete Landscap-
ing Company, Design, Installation and
Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees,
Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork,
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-
Tie work. Serving the Highlands/Cashiers
area since 1988.828-526-2251.

Larry Rogers

(828) 526-2874

Construction Company, Inc. __~

Excavating * Grading * Trucking Trackhoe _'L =
Backhoe ¢ Blasting « Utilities

..RAVENEL continued from page 11

terest in land protection through purchase
and accepting donations.

With the recognition that the Cashiers
area was beginning to experience develop-
ment, the Highlands Land Trust expanded
its area of interest to include Jackson Coun-
ty and changed its name to the Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust.

During the 1960-1980s several tax
incentives provided land trusts with new
tools: the charitable deduction and the
conservation easement or agreement. The
donation of land to a land trust is seen as
a one-time chatitable tax deduction. The
other tool, the conservation easement, has
been around since the 1880s and was used
to protect parkways near Boston and later
was very important in the creation of the
Blue Ridge Parkway in the 1930s. With a
modern conservation agreement, the own-

er of a property maintains ownership but
permanently restricts development and
future use of land. The development
rights are given to a qualified non-profit
entity such as a land trust to hold and
monitot.

The Highlands Land Trust in 1996
accepted its first conservation easement
on the six-acre Ralph and Louise Sargent
tract next to the Highlands Biological
Station. Since then, the Land Trust has
accepted 875 acres in conservation ease-
ments in both Macon and Jackson Coun-
ties.

The HCLT is a 501(c)3, currently
protects 2,400 acres in 71 places, and is
a member of the Blue Ridge Coalition.
To learn more about the HCLT call us at
(828) 526-1111.

Have.you leed Your

Crawl Space EnmpsuI::tlon Sustam

Thare are thiee things el destroy malerals in general and wood in particusn:
watorn hoat, 370 ultrd-violat rediation, of thase, w*tcmbrfa*tmn-wmsmﬁmu

Protect your home from:

Mold

Bugs

Structural Damage
Smells & Odors
Loss of Slorage Space
Radon Gas
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Rising Energy Costs (e ?’!m

Crouw! Spooe Exopsftton Sy’ I.#__"

Thn;mhnyuu'dhcrawlspacm: the major sourc? - '.,_

ol maisture in your home! This mosiue s ﬁimed up
into your houss from the natursl upward air flow craates
from riging real. CleanSpace” ie tha angwer,

Call for 2 FREE Estimate on the CleanSpace®.
Crawl Space Encapsulation System e
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| Find all the waterfalls
] at highlandsinfo.com |

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.”

2

3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Jan. 9,2014 - 828-526-3228 - Page 15

The

Chambers Agency
Realtors

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands
www.chambersagency.net

Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 « www.mainstreet-inn.com

SILVER EAGLE

Authenlic Mative American
fewelry Arts & Crafis

JEWELRY = GEMS & MINERALS
SUHE TONKA MOCCASIRS
BATRE AMERICAN ART
BOOKS = KNS

30 Main Sirect
Hnghl;lnﬂ's_ W 25741

wemw sl ereoghegolery L om

Home Gifts, Art
& Antiques
526-3909 e 468 Carolina Way

Oriental Rug
Gallery
526-5759

Main St, Oak Square,
Mon-Sat, 10-5 ”

Sun. 12-4
Needlepoin|
Highlands

)

Barbara B. Cusac
1 » 800-526-3902
lage Square * Oak at

Reebes

Hardware

15

N -
‘/-_-\“"“—————"_"__H’L‘\-?‘E:‘j‘ur ~

L Sunset Rock

.?f Please Support Our
Advertisers - They
Make It All Possible

¥ i

MORR'S

THE PEOFPLE YOU TURN ToO.
THE BAMK YOU TRUS L

800.438.2265
WWW AMACONBANK.COM

MEMBER FIDIC
Ecaiial HOUSING LENDER

Golden China & Sushi Ba
Listed in
Chinese Restaurants in USA’
] Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days
Wine & Beer

‘100 Top

afa

Highlands Plaza
526-5525

Delivery in town w/$15 order

Cosper Flowers

ere Smiles are in Bloom All Year
* Tues-Sat: 11a to 2p

Thg Computer Man!

But you can call me James!

———

Closed Sunday
Orders & Deliveries
Daily

In Highlands Plaza
_ (828) 526-8671
www.cosperflowers.

D

« Computer Sales
« Computer Services

» Computer Par
526-179¢
68 Highlands Plaza « Highlands NC

T
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REALTY GROUP

www.patallenrealtygroup.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate
Cell: 828-200-6 165
Office: 828-526-8784

pat. f. allen @ gmail. com
jajosborn@gmail.com

Building Green

zis CIMARRON

=& BUILDERS
828-526-2240

www.cimbuild.com

Building Value

JACKSON HOLE

Open
7 Days a Week!

fM‘

..on the Gorge Road

AR

&

10a to 4p
828-524-5850

Pat Allen

Broker-in-charge
828-526-8784 (office)
828-200-9179 (cell)

Highlands

Soth va’s
MTERNATION REALTY
#1 Broker Highlands
Cashiers 2013 per
HCMLS

Text SIR to 87778 to download
our app for any mobile phone.

Jody Lovell

INNADINE PARADISE, BROKER
#1 REsOURCE FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEeDs!
828-371-2551 (CeLL)
nadineparadise@gmail.com
www.NadineParadise.com

LAND K

REALTY GROUP

225 Main St. (next to ACE hardware) @

@c?a/elf/

Closed for Winter Break.
Reopening on
March 6

A R\Tl'.ﬂSHElLf-\.'i\-‘I?F..\'T

== |Please call for reservations
526-4906

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

=) i 343-D
'-'- 4Main Street!
& 526-4035

Serving
Lunch and

Dinner

= pave 33 .
www jacksonholegemmine com | B28-526-4104 - Closed Wed.
exurbiasothebysrealty.com WWW. w11dthvmegourmet com firemt.com ®
E,‘ el [40) D ...on the Verandah [i§
i HI I E AK ke Some
n

REALTY

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ...

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker
(828) 337-0706

Susie deVille,
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Mal Phillips,
Broker
(828) 200-2642

WhiteOak RG.com

(828) 526-8118 * 125 South 4th Street

GRSl

and Invest in Your Life!”™

Leslie Cook,
Broker
(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn,
Broker
(828) 421-0500

on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338

Closed for
Winter Break

WWW.ontheverandah.co

MQCULLEY’S

CASHMERE
Scotland’s Best Knitwear
% Open 7 days a week
526-4407
“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.




