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The voter registration deadline 
to be eligible to vote in this election 
is April 11 at 5  pm, if  mailed 
must be postmarked by this date. 
This also includes changes to 
your party affiliation and address 
changes that may need to be 
made to correctly assign you to 
your precinct on Election Day. 

Voter registration deadline 
for the 2014 May 6 primary 

is April 11
Registration forms are available 
at the board of  election office or 
online at www.maconnc.org by 
clicking on the link for the NC 
State Board of  Elections. If  you 
have any questions please call 828-
349-2034.

Absentee by mail:

It’s March 20: Spring 
is here!

Now that the financing is 
attainable, this time next year 
work will likely begin on repair-
ing the Lake Sequoyah Dam and 
installing a second intake valve 
on the lake.

Back in January, the town 
learned that it had received the 
long sought after loan from the 
EPA that will go toward the water 
intake project. 

“Basically for the 2 million 

dollar project, the town will put 
up 468,000 dollars and EPA will 
give us 1.6 million in a loan with a 
forgiveness clause. In other words 
they are giving us the money,” 
said Mayor Pat Taylor. “This proj-

ect has been a top priority for the 
town for some time.”

At the February retreat, 
Town Manager Bob Frye dis-

New Lake Sequoyah intake valve and dam repairs a go
Draining of lake is likely a year out

For most of  us, the Ukraine 
dilemma is murky, but for Ukrai-
nian Alexander Kravets who 
now lives and works in High-
lands and Cashiers, the situation 
is crystal clear.

It may not be what Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and ex-
President of  Ukraine Viktor Ya-
nokovych want, but in Kravets’ 
mind, strict economic sanctions 
should be levied against Russia 
by both the U.S. and the Europe-
an Union (EU) for its actions in 
Crimea. Furthermore, to ensure 
Ukraine’s economic and finan-
cial stability in the 21st century, 
Ukraine must join the EU. 

Ukraine is a large country 
and in Putin’s mind, says Kravets, 
it has long served as a buffer be-
tween Russia and other countries 
in the EU which are, due to their 
affiliation, thriving. 

“In 1991, when Ukraine 
split from Russia it had the 4th 
or 5th strongest economy in 
Europe. One of  the best. It 
was the breadbasket for the en-
tire Soviet Union. At that time, 

Poland was less successful than 
Ukraine; but in the last 20 years, 
once they broke away from Russia 
and joined the EU, its economy 
grew two and half  times more 
than Ukraine’s. Though indepen-
dent, Ukraine’s economic stand-
ing decreased two and a half  times 
due to the corruptive influence of  
Russia. Independent from Russia, 
it should have grown like Poland 
but it didn’t due to corruption.”

Since 2010, with President 
Viktor Yanokovych at the helm, 
Ukraine couldn’t trade anywhere 
except with Russia and money 
given to Yanokovych by Putin 
for economic development disap-
peared. 

“Russia gave $15 billion to 
bail out the Ukrainian economy 
but the money disappeared and 
now Ukraine owes Russia that 
money and the people never saw 
it. The money is gone,” he said. 
“Yet the ex-president’s personal 
assets for the last four years he 
was president increased by $12 
billion,” said Kravets. “As far as a 
government employee goes, who 
make that? The president of  the 
U.S. doesn’t make that; not even 
close.”

To be a part of  the EU – 
something the people have want-
ed since 2004 – a country has to 
meet certain standards. 

“All Ukraine factories are 
now at the Soviet level – outdated. 
That’s why when we first join the 

An insider’s view of Crimea, 
Ukraine and Russia’s Putin 

By Brittany Burns
Macon County is anxious to 

play ball. County officials have 
been diligently working to move 
full-speed ahead with plans to 
develop the Parker Meadows 
property into a full scale recre-
ation complex. 

After gaining majority ap-
proval from the board to develop 
the entire Parker Meadows recre-
ation facility in one swoop rather 
than in phases, Macon County 
Manager Derek Roland has been 
working to make sure all the i’s 
are dotted and t’s are crossed in 
order keep the project moving 
forward. 

During their continuation 
meeting Tuesday night, the Ma-
con Board of  Commissioners 
unanimously voted to award lo-
cal engineer Larry Lackey with 
CETech Engineering the con-
tract for professional engineering 
services for the recreation com-
plex project 

Lackey’s proposal outlines 
plans for the development of  the 
47.94 acres of  property. Lackey 
explained that while time is of  
the essence, a big let date of  
April 15 was proposed.

While County Attorney 
Chester Jones said the April 15 
date was ambitious, he believes 

Work begins 
on Parker  
Meadows 
complex

- Part 1 -
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•Letters•

•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor 
Pat Taylor Dear Editor,

Politics does indeed make strange bed-
fellows.  The recent edition of  the Smoky 
Mountain News (SMN) said this: “Carla 
Miller, the chair of  the Macon County Re-
publican Party, admits there is a right-wing 
faction of  the party, but said that faction 
does not represent the party as a whole. 
Miller specifically cited the Freedom Works 
(sic) group as being outside the mainstream 
of  the local party.”  

Curiously, unless I am mistaken. 
Miller and her husband have attended at 
least the last three FreedomWorks meet-
ings, and I’m sure they are welcome and 
encouraged to continue.  Evidently, they 
felt attending so worthwhile they invited 
Commissioner Jimmy Tate to attend the 
most recent meeting, which he did.

FreedomWorks exists to provide 
conservative ideas in contrast to the Re-
publican Party, which seems to have 
strayed from the reservation.  I became 
a registered Republican in 1956 and have 
voted Republican in every election, na-
tional and local, since.  Shortly after arriv-
ing in Macon County, I was asked to run 
the Republican Party Men’s Club, which 
I was pleased to do. Later, I was elected 
Chairman of  the Macon County Repub-
lican Party.  Sometime after I served my 
term, the principles of  the party changed 
to the extent that I felt compelled to start 
the Macon County Chapter of  Freedom-
Works.  

Further quoting the SMN, concern-
ing the challenge of  Gary Shields’ resi-
dency: “I see this as being the Freedom 
Works (sic) people retaliating against 
moderate Republicans and Democrats, 
saying you are not going to take away our 
one candidate.”  This statement was made 
by Corey Duvall, Macon County Demo-
crat chair.  I am curious how a Republican 
lodging a challenge against a Republican 
involves the Democrats in any way.  I 
guess the wisdom of  a 22-year-old is be-
yond my understanding.

I like Gary Shields.  We have been 
more or less friends since I came to Ma-
con County 20 years ago.  I hope we con-
tinue to be on good terms.  I like him and 
respect him.  We just differ in our politics.  
He describes himself  as “purple,” I de-
scribe myself  as “red.”

Don Swanson
Franklin

Right vs. Left in 
MC’s Republican 

Party

A major agenda item for the March 
20th Town Board meeting will be 
downtown parking and how to 

provide effective enforcement of  the ex-
isting ordinance. There has been extensive 
coverage of  this issue in the press. Many 
of  the downtown merchants and High-
lands Chamber have expressed their views 
on this matter.  I anticipate these groups 
will be well represented at the meeting. 

Since the town retreat, when prob-
lems with the parking ordinance were 
first brought up, there has been a healthy 
discussion among all of  our stakeholders. 
Commissioners have listened and heard 
their concerns. With everyone working 
together, we can improve the existing or-
dinance that prohibits employee and em-
ployer parking on Main Street. The town 
will move carefully and deliberately in re-
viewing this important issue.

Another important agenda item is the 
approval of  the wayfinding signage. The 
Wayfinding Signage Project, which came 
from the Main Street Program, has been 
in development for over two years. A citi-
zens committee worked with town staff  
in creating an overall plan and the design 
concept. A system of  blade signs was de-
veloped as the primary means of  directing 
visitors to key locations such as The Play-
house, the Civic Center, etc.

When town staff  members attempted 
to locate all the needed blade signs, two 
problems became apparent. Some of  the 
signposts for attaching the blade signs 
could not carry the heavy load of  multiple 
signs. Also, at key locations, the numerous 
blades signs tended to be confusing and 
cluttered the space with signs. Ironically, an 
original intent of  the project was to elimi-
nate sign “clutter” in the business district.

The solution the town staff  devel-
oped was to consolidate the multiple blade 
signs at each key intersection into single 
trailblazer sign. These rectangular signs 
will list multiple venues with directional 
arrows and distances. Many state and na-

Issues to be 
discussed 
tonight at 
the Town 
Board 
meeting

tional parks, as well as small towns in West-
ern Carolina, use this type of  sign. Blade 
signs will still be used as directional arrows 
at turns and to identify destinations. 

The town needs to move forward in 
erecting these signs this spring. If  the Town 
Board gives approval at this meeting, signs 
will be up sometime in May. I want to thank 
the  Wayfinding Signage Project Commit-
tee, led by Ran Shaffner, for its time and en-
ergy in developing the foundation for this 
project. It is now time to see this phase of  
the project put in place. 

On another note, and this is the im-
portant news for the record! In the Harlem 
Ambassadors basketball game on Saturday 
night, this mayor didn’t just play, he scored 
six big points out of  the 30 the home team. 
I paid for those six points when I woke up 
on Sunday morning. Worse than a hang-
over, 65 year olds should not play basket-
ball with people half  their age.

Hope to see everyone tonight at the 

Town Board meeting at 7pm at the Confer-
ence Center.

NOTICE
Highlands Newspaper’s 
new phone number is 

now 
828-200-1371

Please direct all calls to 
the new number.
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•Engagement•

The most important job you have 
as a parent is keeping your child safe. 
Each year thousands of  young children 
are killed or injured in car crashes. In the 
United States during 2011, more than 650 
children ages 12 years and younger died 
as occupants in motor vehicle crashes, 
and more than 148,000 were injured.

The western North Carolina com-
munity has come together to help host 
Buckle Up, Baby!, a free car set safety 
clinic to help battle the alarming statistics.

Local law enforcement officers along 
with Angel Medical Center and Safe Kids 
NC have teamed up to host Buckle Up, 
Baby! to provide families in western 
North Carolina with the opportunity to 
get their car seat checked by certified car 
seat technicians.

The Buckle Up, Baby! event will be 
held at two locations in Macon County on 
April 5 from 11-2. Checking locations will 
be at The Franklin Fun Factory and the 
Highlands Hudson Library. 

Buckle Up, Baby! is not just for 
parents, but grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
caregivers, and anyone who transports 
children will have an opportunity to learn 
how to properly install a seat. Smoky 
Mountain Chevrolet will be providing ve-
hicles for certified technicians to give in-
stallation demonstrations for individuals 
such as family members or parents-to-be, 
who may not have a car seat yet. 

Just for attending the event, partici-
pants will be given a discount card that 
will give them a 10 percent discount to 
more than 30 local businesses in Macon, 
Jackson, and Swain counties that will be 
good from April 6-April 12, the week fol-
lowing the event. There will also be a free 
raffle for attendees that include chances 
to win prizes from local businesses, a set 
of  event corn hole boards from BKL 
Boards, a photography session from 
Ruby Peoples Photography, car seats, and 
even a two-night stay at Fontana Village 
Resort valued at over $250. 

Children will be treated to goodies 
like coloring books from Dnet Internet 
Services, event stickers, books from Re-
ad2Me, and tons of  other give-aways. 

A free pizza lunch will be provided 
by Biltmore Baptist Church and all chil-
dren will be given a free $5 play card to 
the Franklin Fun Factory. 

Even though car seats are proven to 
be the most effective way to prevent seri-
ous automobile injuries, nearly 75 percent 
of  all car seats are installed incorrectly. 
The certified technicians will help figure 
out if  a seat is right for the child and right 

Free car seat safety clinic set for 
Highlands and Franklin on April 5

for the vehicle. If  the seat is not correct, 
you will receive a brand new replacement 
seat for free. 

Using a car seat is the best protection 
you can give your child when traveling by 
car. Car seat use reduces the risk for death 
to infants (aged <1 year) by 71 percent; and 
to toddlers (aged 1–4 years) by 54 percent 
in passenger vehicles.

Every state in the United States re-
quires that an infant or small child be re-
strained. Child safety seats can substantially 
reduce the risk of  a potentially fatal injury, 
especially for babies but also for toddlers. 

Buckle Up, Baby! will be held April 5 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be two 
locations, one at the Franklin Fun Factory 
and an additional site the Hudson Library 
in Highlands. For more information con-
tact Brittney at bparker.maconnews@
gmail.com or 828.508.3003. 

Susan Floyd, a reservationist with 
Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals in 
Highlands, NC is to be married to James 
Williams, a senior network administrator 
with Macon Bank of  Franklin, NC. 

Susan is the daughter of  Tucker and 
Jeannie Chambers of  Highlands. James is 
the son of  Robert and Karen Williams of  
Franklin. An early May wedding is planned. 

Floyd and Williams

There will be a Republican Candidates 
Forum with meet-and-greet and Q & A on 
Saturday, March 29, at 2 PM in the Community 
Building on Hwy 441 in Franklin. The forum 
is open to the public. For more information: 
www.macongop.com.

Republican Forum



Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

• 

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11:30a to 4p

(Closed Wednesday)
Serving Dinner 

Mon-Sat, beginning at 
5:30p

(Closed Wednesday) 

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Frozen Yogurt

Paninis • Baked Goods
On Main Street

7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Winter Hours: Tues.-Sun. 5-9p
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Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

• Highlands Dining •

Authentic Asian Cuisine
Open 7 days a week • 11a to 9p

137 Main Street (Wright Sq.)
828-526-8800

Daily LUNCH Special 11a to 2p
$7.95 (includes sweet tea)

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
Open

for 
Dinner at

5p 
Tues. - Sat.

Bar opens at 4 p
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: 11am:2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials!

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

Now open 
for our 30th Year!

Friday-Sunday
Dinner from 5p. 

...VOTING from page 3
Absentee by mail request period begins Monday, 

March 17 and ends April 29 at 5 pm.  All requests for 
a civilian absentee ballot by mail must be made on the 
State Absentee Ballot Request Form. Forms are available 
online www.maconnc.org, www.ncsbe.gov or at the board 
of  elections office at 5 West Main Street, Franklin, NC.

One-stop Voting:
One-stop early voting begins on the second Thursday 

prior to the date of  an election instead of  the third 
Thursday prior to the date of  the election. 

One stop early voting begins April 24 and ends May 3.
Now, Highlands will have an early voting site as well as 

the One Stop Voting site in the Macon County Courthouse. 
Any registered voter in Macon County may vote at the 
Highlands site during the hours of  Monday-Friday 9 am 
to 5 pm and on Saturdays during this period from 9 am to 
1 pm. The Highlands Civic Center is at 600 N 4th Street,.

The hours for the MC Board of  Election voting site 
on the first floor (basement of  courthouse) are  8 am to 
6 pm Monday – Friday and 9 am to 1 pm on Saturdays 
during this period. One-stop voting will end 1 pm May 3, 
at both sites
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Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at  
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS! For information, call 828-

200-1371 or email: highlandseditor@aol.com

...SEQUOYAH continued from page 1
• See INVESTING page 14

cussed the details of  financing the project 
and suggested using funds the town had 
in reserve for dredging Big Creek – a proj-
ect that isn’t in the works. That amount is 
about $640,000.

“The $640,000 could be used to pay 
off  the low-interest loan for $468,000 
which we can get for 2% to 2.5% which 
represents the the 20% the town is re-
sponsible for. Then we can put the re-
maining amount of  the $640,000 toward 
dam repairs which are estimated to be 
about $300,000. This way we would only 
need to allocate approximately $150,000 
to $200,000 from our fund balance re-
serves to finish the dam,” said Frye.

He said the financing will be dis-
cussed in more detail at the April Board 
meeting when the loan documents come 
in from the state.

With the estimated 4.9 acres of  silt 
in Big Creek, the town’s drinking water 
supply is in jeopardy but dredging discus-
sions have stopped due to property rights 
issues, Consequently, the town turned to 
Lake Sequoyah as the place to build an-
other intake valve. 

The valve will be built upstream from 
the dam on town property and will supply 
two million gallons of  drinking water day.

To both build the intake valve and re-
pair the dam – something that needs to be 
done regardless of  the intake valve – Lake 
Sequoyah will have to be drained. Accord-
ing to Public Service Administrator La-
mar Nix, that process could take about six 
months.

“We will have to drain it slowly to keep 
sediment from moving, and of  course this 
will be closely regulated by the Fish and 
Wildlife Department. It won’t drain all the 
way – there will be four or five feet near 
the dam that will have to be pumped out,” 
he said.

He said part of  the process is to de-
termine the best methods to drain the lake 
and prevent the silt from leaving the im-
poundment. 

“We are still working on that and don’t 
have all the final answers, yet. At this time 
we think the process can take up to six 
months. Some of  the remaining permits 
will address the timing and methods.”

Frye said the town won’t begin drain-
ing until everything else is in place and it 
could begin in the summer, the winter or 
somewhere in between. He said once it’s 
drained the lake could be down for about 
six months. 

According to Nix the construction 
of  coffer dams at the dam and around the 
intake valve site are not an option because 
building two coffer dams would be cost 
prohibitive – so draining is a must.

As to dam repairs and additives, ac-
cording to McGill Associates, the engineer-
ing firm on the job, the rectangular plug 
visible on the Cullasaja side of  the dam 
that has been there since 1926 has to come 
out to be repaired and at that point a bot-
tom valve for cold water relase could be 
installed. 

– Kim Lewicki

Investing in the High-
lands-Cashiers area is 
more than simply buy-

ing property; it’s investing in 
a lifestyle!  When you live in 
Highlands or Cashiers, every 
moment is something truly 
special. There’s nothing quite 
like waking up to a beautiful 
sunrise in the peaceful setting 
that only the mountains can 
offer.  Start your day with the 
finest club lifestyle at Old Ed-
wards Club, where the Tom 
Jackson-designed golf  course 
is an architectural marvel that 
cascades along the Eastern 
Continental Divide. Enjoy a massage at a 
world-class European Spa and a wonder-
ful lunch at one of  our exceptional restau-
rants in town or ice cream and chocolate 
at Kilwins. You could spend your day on 

Investing in a Lifestyle
one of  our surrounding lakes or 
go for a hike to see the hidden 
waterfalls that reveal the true un-
touched beauty of  nature. 

Highlands and Cashiers are 
known for their boutique shop-
ping where one can find unique 
antiques, fine linens, and attend 
designer trunk shows through-
out the season. One-of-kind 
boutiques are abundant in High-
lands as well as a wide variety of  
farm fresh dining. Appreciate live 
music and enjoy a drink or revel 
in the farm-to-table meal options 
at the Four-Diamond Awarded 
Madison’s restaurant. Blissful 
from a day of  outdoor activities, 

sight-seeing, great food and great company, 
you can now retreat to your home in the 
mountains, light the fireplace, and envision 

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.•

By Jennifer Blake
Broker-in-Charge
Highlands Cove 

Realty
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Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon! 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Sunday-Thursday, 9a to 6p, Fri. & Sat. 9a to 7p 
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Apples, fresh collard greens, turnips, fritters, donuts, 
sweet potatoes, fresh bread, dried beans, fresh cider and much more!

Specializes in Providing  
Auction Services for:
• Estate Liquidation

• Antiques/Collectibles
• Autos/Trucks/Boats

• Campers
• Jewelry/Precious Metals

Integrity Auction Company 

On-site services or at our auction gallery  
264 Old Rosman Hwy. Brevard, NC

At Integrity Auction we listen, we care, and we 
deliver. We buy 1 piece or a housefull.  

Don’t wait give us a call!
(828) 884-9378 • (828) 699-3703

EU, the Ukrainian people are go-
ing to suffer because everything 
needs to be upgraded. Billions 
and billions of  dollars need to 
be invested and have been prom-
ised through the EU to make that 
happen,” he said. 

Efforts to join the EU have 
stalled but the people are de-
manding movement in that di-
rections. In fact, on March 21 
Ukraine is taking its first baby 
step to becoming a part of  the 
EU. This involves the laying out 
of  a plan for entrance. Kravets 
says it will be a long road and 
initially the people will suffer be-
cause money has to be invested 
so the country – its factories, in-
dustries, businesses and products 
– meet EU standards. 

Why the EU?
“First of  all within the EU 

there is freedom of  speech, 
something we should have as 
an independent country anyway 
except that the Ukraine govern-
ment is corrupt and basically un-
der Russia’s rule. The second is 
when you look at prices for milk, 
eggs, chicken in the EU and look 
at Ukraine prices they are the 
same, except that as far as sala-

ries go, salaries in the EU are at 
least 10 times higher. In Ukraine, 
the average government employee 
makes $100-$200 a month. Due 
to Ukraine corruption, people are 
barely making it. We need more 
freedom, decent wages for stan-
dard of  living so we can move 
toward a true democracy without 
corruption.”

He claims once all the build-
ing blocks are in place, salaries in 
Ukraine will increase as trading 
between countries increases and 
economic stability is achieved.

“Ukraine is a rich country 
as far as natural gas, charcoal 
and other natural resources, go. 
If  we can have an open market 
between the EU, Ukraine life will 
be better and it will be the final 
break away from Russian rule.” 

About Putin
Kravets is adamant about 

Putin’s intentions.
“President Putin is a na-

tionalist who wants to restore 
the Soviet Union’s power. There 
used to be two super powers in 
the world, the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union. When the Soviet Union 
fell apart, Russia became noth-
ing so now the one super power 
militarily and financially is the 
U.S. He is trying to restore it to 
its former glory,” said Kravets. 

And he’s afraid Putin does 
have a chance. 

“Back in 2008 during the 
Georgian war he took two parts 
of  Georgia that are now part of  
Russia. Before that there were 
the Chechen wars in 1995 and 
then in 2000. It is a Muslim coun-
try and didn’t want to be part of  
Russia. But he took all his forces 
and made them Russia,” he said. 
“And there are others.”

Alexander Kravets

that if  things go smoothly with 
the Local Government Commis-
sion as well as completing the 
required paperwork to be in com-
pliance with the state allocated 
Parks and Recreation Trust Fund 
(PARTF) monies, the project can 
begin before summer. 

Lackey, who is based in 
Franklin, beat out Mike LoVoy 
of  Civil Engineering Design out 
of  Asheville. LoVoy has been 
the engineer on the project since 
the beginning and currently has a 
contract for engineering services 
for Phase I of  the preliminary site 
plans. LoVoy bid the remaining 
portion of  the project at $49,500, 
which doesn’t include the cost 
of  travel and other associated 
expenses such as printing fees. 
Laskey’s bid proposal was slightly 
higher at $49,750, but incorporat-
ed factors left out by LoVoy. 

Roland explained that the 
county’s currently contract with 
LoVoy is coming to a completion, 
and the remaining $8,000 left on 
LoVoy’s contract will go back to 

the county. 
Lackey’s bid breakdown in-

cludes $28,700 for the develop-
ment of  site plans such as paving, 
grading, and on-site wastewater 
system. Lackey included $3,500 
for fees associated with bidding 
and bid documents. The remain-
ing portion of  the funds cover 
clerical and design hourly fees as-
sociated with the project. 

Roland explained to commis-
sioners that his recommendation 
to go with Lackey came after con-
sulting with County Planner Matt 
Mason and County Recreational 
Director Seth Adams. Roland as-
sured commissioners that each of  
the proposed bids were kind of  
like buying a car. ‘We did a lot of  
back and forth to make sure ev-
erything we needed were covered 
in the bids,” said Roland. 

“I really think having a local 
engineer is going to benefit us in 
the long-run,” said Roland. “He 
has an office right here in town, 
so if  we have any questions or 
concerns, we can just stop in.”

Commissioner Ronnie Beale 
requested that the bid include a 
projected time and anticipated 
completion date. Roland and 
Jones said that they had plans to 
meet with Lackey this week to fi-
nalize the plans and will develop a 
timeline as well.

In addition to awarding the 
engineering bid, commissioners 
also unanimously voted to al-
locate $16,000 to local architect 
Tom Ritter for the design render-
ing of  park building facilities.

Ritter’s bid proposal includes 
comprehensive architectural and 
engineering drawings for a con-
cession/scorer’s building, ADA 
compliant restrooms, and a cover 
patio surrounding the building. 
Ritter will also develop design 
plans for a picnic pavilion for the 
area.  

Roland noted that from talks 
with Adams and Lackey, he hopes 
that the entire project will be 
completed and ready for play nine 
months from the day crews break 
ground. 

...WORK continued from page 1
• See more on Putin next 

week in Part 2
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DOUGLAS TANK
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

• New Home Construction 
• Remodeling • Licensed & Insured

Serving Highlands since 1983. Referrals available.

828-526-9450
drtank43@hotmail.com

Summer 
The 

PORCH & PATIO FEATURING

Open Mon.-Sat. 9a - 5p
2089 Dillard Road • 828-526-5577

www.summerhousehighlands.com
Email: summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net

(2 miles from Main Street)

“We supply what catches the eye.”

Otto Depot
•Architectural
•Industrial
•Lighting  
•Decor

ottodepot.com
441s/GA Rd.

Otto, NC
 524-0495

Culpepper’s

Wholesale Salvage Co.

We 
BUY, 
too!“Kipling Collection”

When planning your 
garden, one of  the first 
decisions you need to 
make is what colors you 
will choose. Since the 
amount of  sunlight varies 
throughout the day, take 
into consideration how the 
flowerbed will look in the 
morning, mid-day and early 
evening. Also think about 
the amount of  sunlight the 
planting area receives.

Shaded areas  can 
appear brighter by using 
l i gh t -co lored  p l an t s. 
Consider using light pink, 
light yellow, lavender, pale 
blue or white flowers in your 
shade garden. Dark plants 
in the shade can disappear 
into the background. You 
can still use dark colors in 
the shade garden, but be 
sure to surround them with 
lighter-colored plants.

Full sun garden areas 
can handle brightly colored 
flowers. This garden area 
will draw attention and 
stand out when you use 
reds,  oranges,  br ight 
yellows, deep blues and 
purples. 

Pas te l s  in  b r i gh t 
sunlight will appear faded 
and washed out. 

For best results, stick 
to one, two or three colors. 
Repeating the same colors, 
even in different shades, 
gives a unified look to the 
garden. 

R e p e a t i n g  t h e 
same colors in different 
varieties of  plants not 
only  cha l lenges  your 

Garden Color
imaginat ion,  but a lso 
results in a garden that is 
uniquely you.

In addition to sunlight, 
basic color theory comes 
into play when selecting 
plants for your garden. 
You will need to decide 
if  your color selections 
w i l l  be  ha r mon ious, 
c o m p l e m e n t a r y  o r 
monochromatic. Color 
choices include bright or 
pastel and warm or cool. 
Harmonious colors are next 
to each other on the color 
wheel and have a soothing 
effect. These softer color 
combinations include blue 
and violet, orange and red, 
and orange and yellow. 
Using harmonious colors 
unifies a garden while still 
allowing a range of  color.

C o m p l e m e n t a r y 
colors are opposite from 
each other on the color 
wheel. These are high in 
contrast and add drama 
and excitement to your 
garden. Combinations of  
yellow and violet, orange 
and blue or green and red 
varieties are examples of  
complementary colors.

A monochromatic 
color scheme is composed 
of  plants of  the same color. 
You may have an all-white 
garden or a garden that is 
“in the pink.” Create extra 
interest in a monochromatic 
garden by using a mix of  
tones or shades of  the same 
color in addition to various 
textures, shapes and sizes.

Foliage color should 

be considered in any color 
scheme. Foliage with green 
and white or green and 
yellow variegated leaves 
adds interest to the garden. 
There are also plants with 
chartreuse, lime green, 
bronze or reddish/purple 
leaves that add a bold 
element to your garden.

Pastels and muted 
colors set a peaceful and 
tranquil mood. These 
colors include soft pink, 
lavender, lilac and peach. 
When using pastel colors, 
c o n s i d e r  w h e r e  t h e 
flowers will be planted. 
Pastel flowers look best 
when viewed from a short 
distance and tend to look 
washed out in the bright, 
mid-day sun. Pastel colors 
can be used in distant parts 
of  the garden to give the 
illusion of  being even 
further away.

Bright or primary 
colors include red, orange, 

mag en ta  and  b r i gh t 
yellow. These colors are 
guaranteed to energize 
the garden. The color will 
show well in the bright 
sunshine and also attract 
your eye from a great 
distance. Do not combine 
bright colors with less 
intensely colored plants — 
the brightly colored ones 
will steal the show.

White flowers are in a 
class by themselves. They 
blend well with every color 
and can also be used as a 
transition between colors 
that do not normally work 
well together.

Warm colors include 
red, orange and yellow. 
They tend to make flowers 
appear closer than they 
really are.

Cool colors such as 
blue, violet, silver and 
white lend a calming effect 
and make plants appear 
farther away in the garden.
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2248 Dillard Road • 526-9948
HOURS: Thur-Sat 10a to 4p

(But can meet clients by appt. anytime!)

Highlands Cutting Edge
2330 Cashiers Road

Sales & Service • 828-526-4925

1,79900
(SPX 20/42

SPX TM Series Tractors
All Steel Construction
Push Button Starting (on select models)
Briggs & Stratton Professional Series TM Engines

STARTING AT
$

(StatePoint) Look-
ing for a home improve-
ment project that is both 
a short- and long-term 
investment? One easy 
upgrade that can help 
you save money on your 
energy bills today, as well 
as increase your home’s 
value in the future, is to 
replace your windows.

But how do you 
know it’s time to give 
your current windows 
the boot? An annual per-
formance check is good 
practice, say experts.

“Virtually every 
building component in 
a home needs to be re-
placed at some point, 
and windows are no 
exception,” says Matt 
Minerd of  Simonton 
Windows, a leading vinyl 
window and patio door 
manufacturer.

With that in mind, 
Minerd is offering some 
do-it-yourself  tips to dis-
cover how well your cur-
rent windows and patio 
doors are functioning:

• Examine the in-
side of  your windows 
and patio doors for hot 
and cold “drafty” spots 
or areas. This indicates 
air infiltration, which can 

Is it Time to Replace 
Your Home’s  

Windows?
lead to reduced energy ef-
ficiency.

• Check every win-
dow for adequate weath-
erstripping and caulking 
around the units, which 
help eliminate air infiltra-
tion and ensure a weather 
tight, secure seal.

• Look for “burnt 
out” or faded areas on 
your furnishings and car-
peting. This could indicate 
that harmful, damaging 
UV rays are entering your 
home through windows 
and glass doors. You may 
want to consider more 
energy efficient options 
containing Low E, which 
is a special glass coating 
designed to reduce heat 
transfer.

• If  your windows no 
longer open or close eas-
ily, or if  they need to be 
propped open, it could 
mean key components 
within the units are dam-
aged or need adjustment. 
It could also mean the 
unit needs to be replaced 
entirely.

• If  you have wood 
windows, look carefully 
at the frames for signs of  
rotting, warped wood or 
other problems with the 
frame itself. These are an 

indication the window has 
exceeded its lifespan.

Should your evalua-
tion turn up one or more 
problem areas, and it’s 
time to replace your win-
dows, do your homework. 
While price is important, 
it shouldn’t be a sole deci-
sion factor, as functional-
ity is a critical consider-
ation.

Look for low-mainte-
nance materials that offer 
energy efficiency. For ex-
ample, vinyl is an excellent 
insulator and many people 

choose low-maintenance 
vinyl frames with a Low 
E glass coating and an Ar-
gon or Krypton gas fill. 
These harmless gasses are 
denser than air and serve 
as an excellent thermal 
barrier. 

More information 
about energy-efficient 
glass options is available at 
www.Simonton.com

When the time is right, 
consider replacing your 
windows for a home with 
great long- and short-term 
returns on investment.

No Monthly Interest  
for 24 Months*

Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases.  A promo fee will be charged and 
included in the promo purchase balance equal to $125 for purchases of $1,000 or more. 
No monthly interest will be charged on promo purchase balance (including related promo 
fee) and equal monthly payments are required equal to 4.167% of initial promo purchase 
amount until promo is paid in full. 

Benjamin Moore 
Paints

Carpets
Wood Flooring

Tile
Wall Coverings

Window Treatments
Custom Closets

330 Dillard Road • Highlands • 828-526-3571
www.highlandsdecorating.com



HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 

p. 
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376

Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15:children, youth, & adults studies; 

6:15:Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. 
activities) 

Thurs:12:30:Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road:526-9•741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 
a.m.; Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 
Independent Bible Church 

Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big 
Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office: 526-2418

Mass::Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.; Sat., 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Dwight Loggins
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship:6 

p.m.
Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth:7 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.  
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 

p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

 BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546
Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pator

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11  
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-

743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm

Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; Chirstian Education, 9 a.m.(Bucks in Cashiers) 

Family Worship with music and Communion, 10:30 a.m. 
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tue. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

Wednesdays -- 7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children’s 
Program,. 

10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 

University
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy 

Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
828-526-4153

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Meeting 6:15 

pm; Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor • 526-3175
Sun.: Worship:11 a.m.; School:9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast

John 3:16Proverbs 3:5• Spiritually Speaking • • Places to Worship •
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By Reverend Jim Murphy
Christ Anglican Church

Say what you will about General George Custer (and 
there is much to discuss) it is an undeniable fact that 
he stood, he took a stand, he made his life count for 

something he believed in. 
During the summer of  1876 at Little Bighorn, SD 

Custer took a stand for life, liberty and the pursuit of  
happiness, for country and for honor, as he understood 
them and was commissioned to fight for them.

While we may debate the propriety of  Custer’s mission 
and or tactics, what is not up to debate is that he took a firm 
stand. He was willing to die for something he believed in. 
So was God. In a cause more noble than any other—the 
cause of  life and love—Jesus took his last stand for us. He 
stood, nailed to the cross at Calvary and gave up His life for 
us. The Author of  life, the God who is Love took his stand 
as, “…he died for all, that those who live should no longer 
live for themselves but for him who died for them and was 
raised again.” (2 Corinthians 5:15, NIV, emphasis added)

While the Lord of  life took his stand at Calvary, rather 
than at Little Bighorn, his stand was far more momentous 
for us than Custer’s. His sacrifice provided life for us—
real, abiding and eternal life—and calls us all into the life 
promotion business. We’re all called to protect and promote 
life. Not just the passing life of  our mortal bodies but also 
and more importantly the true life that is available to all, 
life beyond human limitations, life eternal as the Father’s 
children.

Jesus gloriously took his stand. Custer bravely took 
his. What about us? How about you? Do you promote 
and protect life? Do you really sacrifice on behalf  of  love 
for others, so as to “…love your neighbor as yourself.” 
(Leviticus 19:18, NIV) All are called to do so. Are you 
willing to let personal convenience or preference die so 
that others might live?

It is a conundrum for most that some groups 
purportedly support life while they commit violent acts 
that minimize and or take away life? Animal rights zealots, 
lifestyle rights activists, and abortionists, to name a few, claim 
that they stand squarely on the side of  life. However, as 
actions speak louder than words, often times they violently 
and grossly diminish the lives of  the many while they 
support only the small slices of  life that measure up to their 
convenience, preference or ideology. That’s not standing 
for life, it’s a hypocritical stand against life, a demonstration 
on behalf  of  what the late Pope John Paul II called “the 
culture of  death.”

This “culture of  death” is all around us. Just last week 
the father of  the boy who committed the Newtown, CT 
massacre said that his son was always evil and he wished 
that he had never been born. That young man destroyed and 
minimized many lives. But we shouldn’t be surprised in this 
“culture of  death.” Indeed, we should probably expect more. 
We murder children by the millions. We euthanize those 
who become inconvenient. We enthusiastically support a 
right to suicide. We celebrate violence in many forms of  the 
media. We glorify death in video games. And the list could 

Lenten Discipline:  
Let’s stand for life

Revival at Scaly 
Mtn. Church of God 
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

...SPIRITUALLY 
SPEAKING  
continued from 10

The Malpass Brothers, Chris and Taylor. “Music is what we love and it’s what 
we do. Traditional country music is the heart and soul of what makes us 
who we are.”  Malpass Brothers.  The New Artists Series: Saturday, March 
29 at 7:30pm  Tickets are $20 and are available online at highlandspac.org 
or by calling 828.526.9047.  

‘New Artists Series’ kicks off at 
PAC on March 29 at 7:30p

go on. Why should it surprise us 
when our children show so little 
regard for life? We teach them to 
disdain it!

Since all life comes from and 
belongs to God, and furthermore, 
since he sacrificed his life that we 
may live—and in so doing called 
us all to sacrificially promote 
life—should we not all at least 
take an un-hypocritical stand for 
life? Custer did. Jesus did. We’re 
all supposed to.

During this season of  Lent 
let us all resolve to take a stand. 
A stand to maximally promote 
human life or at least a stand to 
lovingly expose the hypocrisy 
of  those who say they support 
human life while working to 
minimize it.

On Sunday, April 6th the 
Founders Park Coalition will host 
Highlands’ first ever “Classics for 
the Park Matinee Soiree” at the 
Highlands Playhous. Proceeds 
will help raise funds to complete 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park.  

Your $50 donation includes 
a showing of  West Side Story 
shown on the big screen with 
big sound, the way classics were 

Classics for the Park Matinee Soiree set for 
April 6th to benefit Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

meant to be seen, a tasting of  
heavy hors d’oeuvres from Cyprus 
International Cuisine, Fresser’s 
Eatery and The Ugly Dog, two 
glasses of  wine and a treat from 
Kilwin’s Chocolates.  

All proceeds will help with the 
completion of  Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Park.  

Festivities begin at 12:30p and 
the movie starts at 2p.  

Stop by just for the pre-party 
or stay for the full classic movie 
experience.  

Tickets can be purchased by 
calling the Highlands Playhouse 
box office at 526-2695 or at the 
Highlands Chamber of  Commerce.

Founders Park Coalition 
was formed to work with the 
Town of  Highlands to see Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park completed 

There will be a revival at the 
Scaly Mountain Church of  God 
from Sunday, March 23 through 
Wednesday, March 26.   

The special minister will be 
Rev. Jackie Jenkins from Frank-
lin, NC.   The first service will 
start at 6 p.m. on Sunday night 
and the rest of  the services will 
be at 7 p.m. nightly.   The pastor, 
Al Sizemore and the congrega-
tion extend a welcome to all who 
would like to attend.  

For further information, 
call the church parsonage at 828-
526-3212.  The church is located 
at 290 Buck Knob Road in Scaly 
Mountain, North Carolina.

Revival at Scaly 
Mtn. Church of God 

according to an agreed plan so that 
it can be enjoyed by individuals, 
families and large gatherings, both 
now and for generations to come.   

The Coalition is composed 
of  representatives from many 
commun i t y  o rg an i z a t i ons, 
including The Rotary Club of  
Highlands, Mountaintop Rotary 
Club, The Laurel Garden Club, 
The Mountain Garden Club, 
The Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust, The Highlands Plateau 
Greenway, the Highlands Plateau 
Audubon Society, the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce, the 
Highlands Historical Society, and 
the Highlands Botanical Station. 

To learn how you can be 
involved,  contact Coal i t ion 
President, Nick Bazan at nicholas.
bazan@gmail.com.  

The next Senior Lunch will be Friday, March 21st  at noon in the 
Meeting Room at the Highlands Civic Center. The Menu will be Fried 
Chicken, Potato Salad, Baked Beans, Salad, roll and Cookies.

March ‘Senior Lunch’ is Friday, March 21

Community Coffee is held on the last Friday of  each month at 
the Hudson Library in the Meeting Room from 11am til Noon,  w/ 
Mayor Patrick Taylor presiding.  This month’s date is Friday, March 
28th. The topic: Utility Rates. Refreshments provided by the Moun-
tain Garden Club.

Talk with the mayor at 
‘Community Coffee’



Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988!

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

NC Lic. # 28972

Miller’s Plumbing Service, LLC
Buddy Miller, Owner

• Water Cop Installation 
& Winterization

• Remodels & New  
Construction

Cell 828-371-1707
millersplumbing99@yahoo.com

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial 
• Over 40 Years Experience 

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving:now a full  
service asphalt company specializing in  

commercial and residential asphalt services.
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder 
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.

Other services?
Utility installation and repair, driveways, 

ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing. 
Call 828-526-9348.

Brysongrading@gmail.com

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 
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U Call We Hall Junk Removal & 
Property Cleanout Service

Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, 
Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll takeyour Trash & 
Save you some Cash! Cheaper than a Dumpster 

& we do all the work!

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Small Tree & Brush Removal and all types of Yard 

Debris, including Metal,Wood, etc. 

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow!

(828) 200-5268

Mountain Mobile 
Transport

“The transportation Specialist!”
Anyone • Anywhere • Anytime

Fully insured and Certified
CDL/Chauffer Licensed

25 years experiece
828-482-2221



J&M Towing  
Service

Owner-Operator Jeff Miller
526-0374 • 342-0583

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you!
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Nantahla Tire & Car Care
• Oil changes • Brakes • Tires  

• Light Car & Truck Repair
828-526-0283

518 Dillard Road, Highlands
nantire1@aol.com

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

Medical Records Manager
Inpatient Coder

Certified Nursing Assistant

•Police & Fire Reports •
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Highlands PD log entries from Feb. 12. Only the 
names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor, or public officials have been used.

Feb. 12
• At 11 p.m., officers responded to a call about snowmo-

biles being driven into the creek on Horse Cove Road near 
Trillium Place condominiums.

Feb. 22
• At 11:24 p.m., Matthew Richmon Keener, 26, of Highlands, 

was arrested for driving left of center with an open container in 
the vehicle. He was held at the MC sheriff ’s office on a $4,000 
unsecured bond.

Feb. 27
• At 9:38 p.m., officers responded to a shoplifting incident 

at the Farmers Market where a juvenile attempted to steal 4 
pints of Bush Light in a back pack.

March 1
• At 10:41 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle ac-

cident on NC 28 south.
March 6
• At 7 p.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle accident 

on NC 106.
March 8
• At 9:37 p.m., Thomas Michael Chatlos, Jr., 38, of Highlands, 

was arrested for DWI on US 64 west. He was held at the MC 
detention center on a $2,000 unsecured bond.

• At 2 a.m., officers responded to a call about a broken 
window at the Main Street Inn that was possibly broken during 
a fight in the room. 

• At 2 p.m., officers responded to a call about items being 
stolen from the saddlebags of a motorcycle on Main Street. 

March 9
• At 3:50 a.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle accident 

on US. 64 west.
• At 4:37 a.m., Jose Martin Feria, 21, of Highlands, was ar-

rested for DWI and traffic violations on US 64 west. He was 
held at the MC Detention Center on a $2,000 unsecured bond.

March 10
• At 3:30 p.m., officers responded to a call about someone 

trespassing on property on NC 106.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log entries from 
March 7.

March 7
• At 4:32 p.m., the dept. stood by for MAMA at the hospital.
March 8
• At 11:02 p.m., the dept. stood by for MAMA at the 

hospital.
March 9
• At 3:58 a.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle accident 

on US 64 west. There were two people injured.
• At 11:50 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Pierson Drive.
March 10
• At 7:52 a.m., the dept. responded to a medical alarm at 

a residence on Netsi Place.
• At 12:37 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a 

residence on Split Rail Road.
March 11
• At 7:46 a.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle accident 

on US 64 west. There were no injuries. 
March 13
• At 9:21 a.m., the dept. responded to a vehicle accident 

on US 64 east near the Community Bible Church. There were 
no injuries.

March 14
At 8:46 p.m., the dept. responded to a call of a brush fire 

on Cherokee Drive. It was an illegal burn.
March 16
At 1:16 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a residence 

on Sassafrass Gap Road.

•Obituary•

Sarah Ethel Talley Davis, age 95 of  Otto, died Saturday, 
March 15, 2014 in a local hospital. She was born in Transylva-
nia County, August 18, 1918, the daughter of  the late Marcus 
Leonard and Charlotte Lydia Keener Talley. Mrs. Davis was first 
married to Theodore Crunkleton who died in 1976 and second 
to Charles Holt Davis for 15 years. She was a homemaker and a 
member of  Newman Chapel Baptist Church. She was a loving 
wife and friend and enjoyed feeding and watching birds.

In addition to her husband, she is survived by three sisters, 
Eva Marshall of  Mt. Kisco, NY, Berta Lee Durci of  Mtn. Home, 
AK and Beatrice Ruhl of  Newbern, NC; two brothers, Charles 
Talley of  State Rd., NC and Clifford Talley of  Highlands, NC; 
loving niece and caregiver, Sherry Reese of  Franklin, NC and 
nineteen additional nieces and nephews; three step daughters, 
Mary Owens of  Greenville, SC, Nan Strickland of  Pell City, AL 
and Jackie Reinheimer of  Charleston, SC.

In addition to her parents she was preceded in death by one 
sister, Martha Reese and two brothers, Gordon and Lewis Talley.

Funeral services wereTuesday, March 18th at Newman Cha-
pel Baptist Church with Rev. Roy Lindsay and Rev. Alton Dendy 
officiating. Burial was in Highlands Memorial Park. 

Memorials may be made to the charity of  one’s choice.
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is in charge of  arrangements.

Sarah Ethel 
Talley Davis



side tables, cocktail tables, etc. Rugs.  Inside 
and outside furniture. Outside bar and chairs. 
Office furniture. Come and get it.   828-526-
0502 (st. 3/20)

6-FT LONG LIGHTED JEWELRY 
CASE. Good looking. $395 OBO. Call 526-
4306. (st. 3/20)

2002 EXPLORER. Leather interior. 
All power. Sun roof. 4x4. New tires, exhaust 
and battery. Excellent. $6,495. 828-743-0952. 
(st. 2/27)

2006 JAYCO, JAYFLIGHT 27.5 
BHS 5TH WHEEL CAMPER WITH 
GOOSENECK ADAPTER. Split sleeping 
areas with bunk beds and queen masterbed. 
Sleeps 8 to 9. Very clean. Like new with all 
the luxuries of home. $9,000. Call to view. 
828-526-8373. (st. 1/9)

1995 BMW 325I, 4-door sedan. Ma-
roon. $2,500. OBO. 828-526-8373. (st. 1/9) 

SOURCE GREEN HEAT EFFI-
CIENT ELECTRIC HEATER w/remote, 
wood grain cabinet pd. $179 - like new, only 
used 4 months - $100. 200-0183.

SERVICES
CAREGIVER RELIEF – Retired RN 

experienced in care of elderly and /or those 
with memory issues or those who need help 
with the activities of daily living.  Located in 
Franklin, NC but willing to travel to surround-
ing area. 904-241-6100 (3/27) 

WHO DOESN’T WANT A CLEAN 
HOUSE? For quality work, friendly service 
and free estimates, give “Home Maid Clean-
ing Service” a ring. (828) 371-1702. (st. 3/6) 

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor plumbing and 
electric, decks and additions. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 421-4667. (7/25)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE: 
Let Charlie Dasher handle your transporta-
tion whether it’s to the airport, a special 
event, or just around town. Van service for 
weddings. Licensed and insured. 526-8645. 
(st. 7/18)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES:Complete Landscaping Com-
pany, Design, Installation and Maintenance. 
Also featuring Plants, Trees, Hardscapes, 
Water Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drain-
age, Erosion Control and RR-Tie work. Serv-
ing the Highlands/Cashiers area since 1988. 
828-526-2251.
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828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

HELP WANTED
SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH 

END RETAIL CLOTHING STORE 
IN HIGHLANDS, NC. full time. must be 
available to work weekends. Retail clothing 
sales experience preferred. Please call 828-
200-1703. (st. 3/13) 

SALES PERSON NEEDED FOR 
BUSY RETAIL STORE must have expe-
rience and be able to work weekends and 
holidays , computer skills a plus all applicants 
must be able to do all physical aspects of the 
job be motivated and have a good attitude. 
Send all resumes to Highlands@dutchman-
sdesigns.com. (st. 2/27)

MOUNTAIN FRESH IN HIGH-
LANDS has positions available for a 
full time coffee barista.  Apply in person 
521 Main Street, Highlands, NC or email 
jobs828@gmail.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITY AT TJ 
BAILEY IN HIGHLANDS. Retail, On-
line Sales and Multi-media Marketing posi-
tions available. Come grow with us. - full or 
part-time. 828-526-2262 or resume store@
TJBmens.com (st. 2/13) 

RES / COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
BEST LONG RANGE VIEW SEA-

SONAL OR MONTHLY RENTAL – 
May-October. Very quietn 3 BR/2BA cabin 
with huge screened porch. Klein Road off 
Dillard Road. 828-200-4266 (4/24 pd)

3BR/2BA ON LAKE SEQUOYAH. 
Unfurnished. $900 plus utilities. Call Tony. 
828-332-7830. (st. 3/6) 

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT. Great 
location on Carolina Way between 64E and 
5th St across from Bank of America. ±1480 
sqft. Office or retail. $1500/month. Call Tom 
Clark(404)210-7979 or (828)526-4646(st. 
9/19)

RES / COMMERCIAL FOR SALE 
MUST SELL 6+ acres at Lake Glenville.. 
Lake and mountain views. $130,000 or Best 
Offer. Call 706-348-3208. (st. 2/20)

ITEMS FOR SALE 
WORMY CHESTNUT FOR SALE:  

Approximately 300 square feet of ¾” wormy 
chestnut wainscot milled and finished. Board 
length = 36”; width varies from 4” to 8”. 
$2800 lot price. (st. 3/20)

 EVERYTHING MUST GO.  2 com-
plete bedroom sets, 1 King-size brass bed 
and one Queen brass bed, hardly used, top 
of the line. 1 four-poster bed. bedspreads. 
dining and living room sets. Lamps, mirrors, 

• CLASSIFIEDS • ...INVESTING continued from page 5
what tomorrow will bring. 

Two Highlands Cove properties have 
already sold in the first two months of  this 
season along with 77 other properties on 
the plateau - and we Realtors are just get-
ting started! 

Beautifully crafted homes are quickly 
finding new owners that are eager to move 
in and begin their life in the mountains. It’s 
not just the homes that are going either. 
Lush, private, home sites ready for build-
ing are generating lots of  interest as buyers 
plan their dream location. There are many 
great opportunities to purchase land in our 
area. 

These opportunities along with com-
petitive building prices make 2014 a great 
time to build! The National Association of  
Homebuilders is forecasting 1.15 million 
total housing starts in 2014, up 24.5 per-

cent from last year's total of  928,000 units. 
National Mortgage Professional Magazine 
firmly believes that “consumer confi-
dence has returned to pre-recession levels 
and household balance sheets are on the 
mend”. NAHB Chief  Economist David 
Crowe states, "My single-family forecast 
for 2014 is pretty aggressive — 822,000 
starts which is likely 200,000 more than 
2013”.  

When you are ready to make it your 
own, Highlands Cove Realty at Old Ed-
wards Club can help you find exactly what 
you are looking for! Are you ready?

• Jennifer Blake is Broker-in-Charge 
at Highlands Cove Realty at Old Edwards 
Club. Contact her at (828) 226-3030, (828) 
526-8128 or by email jennifer@highland-
scoverealty.com.
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place!”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

15

19

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC20

Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in 
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James!
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer PartsHighlands Plaza

526-5525
21

Cosper Flowers
Tues-Fri: 11a to 5:30p

Sat: 10a to 1p
Orders & Deliveries Daily

In Highlands Plaza
between Bryson’s  

& cleaners
(828) 526-8671

Where Smiles are in Bloom All Year 

22

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

10

Highlands 
Mountain Realty

Andrea Gabbard 
Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

Available
Call 828-200-1371

or
email

highlandseditor@aol.

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Sagee Mountain Rustic 
Home with 3BR/3BA, one 
level living with KitchenAid 

Island Kitchen,  
Barnboard wood accents, 
Vintage beams, Outdoor  
lving space with fireplace. 

$725,000 MLS#78834

Cullasaja Club Custom 
Mountain Home with 
3BR/3.5BA, valulted  

ceilings, open kitchen, open 
& covered decks, lower 

level family room with 2nd 
fireplace, some golf & mtn 

views & more! 
$750,000 MLS#77373



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman 
Broker 

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

343-D
Main Street!

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

jajosborn@gmail.com • pat. f. allen @ gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for Dinner 
at 5p.

Tues. - Sat. 
Bar opens at 4p.

Closed Sun. & Mon.

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
Closed Wed.

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

828-526-8784 (office)
828-200-9179 (cell)

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week!

10a to 4p

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life!”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips, 
Broker

(828) 200-2642

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

Leslie Cook,
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn, 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

A Licensed North Carolina Firm

Customized Brokerage for Your Specific Needs

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

Now open 
for our 30th year!

Friday-Sunday
Dinner at 5p

29


