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Highlanders visit Cuba for cultural arts tour

On Monday, March 3, a can-
didacy challenge against Incum-
bent candidate Commissioner 
Ron Haven District 2 was filed 
with the Macon County Board 
of  Elections.

Republican Haven will face 
off  against Republican Gary 
Shields in the May 6 primary.

Charles Nichols filed an af-
fidavit challenging Haven’s resi-
dential address. Nichols alleges 
he is registered at one of  his ho-
tels, not his actual place of  resi-
dence.

According to Interim Board 
of  Elections Director Debbie 
George, Haven changed his resi-
dency April 2012 and so it is dif-
ferent than it was four years ago 
when he was first elected to the 
MC Board of  Commissioners.

She said her board is fol-
lowing the proceedings outlined 
in the NC General Statutes re-
garding candidate challenges and 
a hearing date has been set for 
Tuesday, March 11 at 10 a.m. in 
courtroom 4B at the MC Court-
house. 

On Sept. 20, 1976, the MC 
Board of  Commissioners adopt-
ed the resolution “Modification 
in the Structure of  the Board 
of  Commissioners of  Macon 
County” whereby it was ruled 

Candidates 
line up for 

2014 elections

Highlands citizens travel to Cuba with The Bascom’s sponsored People-to-People cultural arts tour. (See story 
page 5.)

Candidate 
challenge 

filed against 
Ron Haven

At the Thursday, Feb. 27 
Town Board worksession, the 
prickly electric rate issue as it 
pertains to the upcoming 2014-
’15 budget was discussed at 
length with commissioners now 
rethinking the issue all together.

During the “information 
only” all-day session, Town Man-
ager Bob Frye said the town is 
about 55% into its budget year; 
revenues and expenditures are in 
line; property tax revenue is ahead 
compared to this time last year 

and he anticipates finishing the 
year within budget restraints. 

Though his projections for 
next year are “very preliminary,” 
he said he expects water, sewer 
and garbage rates to stay the same. 
But once again, to offset Duke’s 

wholesale electric rate increase 
and to maintain the $200,000 to 
$400,000 return on investment 
in the Electric Enterprise Fund, 
electric rates would have to in-
crease 3 ½% to 5% July 1, 2014.

A tax increase or another electric rate increase?

In preparation for the No-
vember 4, 2014 election, there will 
be a Primary Election on May 6. 

Republicans – incumbant 
Jim Tate and John Shearl will vie 
for MC Board of  Commissioners 
District 1; Republicans – incum-
bent Ron Haven and Gary Shields 
will vie for MC Board of  Com-
missioners District 2; Democrats 
– incumbant Todd Raby, Nicki 
Tallent and Kenneth Blaine will 
vie for Register of  Deeds; and 
Republicans – incumbant Sheriff  
Robby Holland and Bryan Car-
penter will face off  for Sheriff.

The official lineup follows:
NC State Senate 

District 50 
Jim Davis (REP) 

Board of  Commissioners
District 1

Jim Tate (REP) 
John Shearl (REP) 

Michael David “Bud” Rogers 
(DEM) 

By Brittany Burns
During its February meeting, 

the Macon County Board of  
Education moved to lessen the test 
burden placed on students. 

Board members unanimously 
voted to do away with several 
end-of-grade tests that were once 
mandated to measure teacher 
accountability. While the state tests 
were once required by law, school 
boards are now able to waive 
tests that are not used to measure 
student success. 

Superintendent Dr. Chris 
Baldwin said the flexibility allows 
the local district to have more 
control on which final exams to 

administer to students. Other 
than being a small portion of  
the student’s overall final grade, 
the tests identified to be waived 
were not used to measure student 
growth. 

On the recently released 
state report card produced by 
the North Carolina Department 
of  Education, final exams that 
were used to compare students 
across the state varied. Elementary 
and middle grade students were 
tracked using reading and math, 
while high school level students 
were measured using Math I, 
English II, and Biology.  

Baldwin suggested the board 

consider waiving final exams for 
fourth grade science and social 
studies, career and technical 
education courses in the middle 
grades, and English IV and World 
History for high school students. 

The elementary and middle 
grade final exams constitute 20 
percent of  a student’s final grade 
and are currently only used to 
monitor teacher’s performance. 

At the high school level, 
Baldwin said English IV puts 
double pressure on students 
because senior level English 
students also complete a senior 
project. A final exam and a senior 

Testing changing for lower and upper classes
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...INCREASE continued from page 1

The Macon County Board of  Health 
will host a public forum regarding the con-
tinuation of  Rabies Vaccination Clinics at 
the Macon County Human Services Build-
ing located at 1830 Lakeside Drive from 
5:30-6:30 pm on Tuesday, March 25th.  

Talk about rabies is 
March 25

“I know there is a lot of  dissatisfac-
tion and unrest in the community about 
the recent 22 ½% utility rate increase. But 
every year the town gets a rate increase 
from Duke. Duke raised our wholesale 
rates another 5% effective Jan. 1, 2014 
which we had already built into our 2013-
14 budget. But we are looking at 8.5-10% 
wholesale rate increase from Duke come 
January 2015 which would translate to the 
3 ½%-5% rate adjustment beginning July 
1 of  this year,” he said.

He said the Electric Enterprise Fund 
continues to operate in the black but 
warns the town it is losing and will con-
tinue to lose ground if  it doesn’t levy peri-
odic electric rate adjustments. 

“Without positive cash flow going 
into it and if  we don’t have a rate adjust-
ment this year and again next year at this 
time, we would be looking at something 
like an 18% increase cumulative over two 
years and would be back to where we were 
before having to levy large rate increases 
to our consumers,” he said.

Frye and Public Service Administra-
tor Lamar Nix said compared to rates lev-
ied by providers around Highlands, High-
lands is still in the lower 25% across this 
part of  the state.

Frye said he realizes all people see 
when they open their bills are higher rates, 
but the Electric Enterprise Fund is critical 
to Highlands’ overall operations. 

“We finance vehicles for other de-
partments and other capital needs. If  the 

money isn’t coming out of  the electrical 
fund, it has to come out of  the general fund 
and if  we are not raising electric rates, then 
we are talking about raising property tax 
rates,” he said.

He said increasing the tax rate is the 
way many municipalities raise the money 
they need. In Highlands’ case, it would 
mean shifting the burden of  the cash re-
serves and the fund balance from the elec-
trical fund to general fund because the 
town still needs the money to provide ser-
vices and fund capital needs. 

The question is, upon whose back is 
the fund propped up? The answer is the 
full-time residents who pay heavily during 
the winter.

Selling the system isn’t an option ac-
cording to Frye because Duke would never 
buy it at fair market value which it would 
have to do by State Statute. In any case, he 
said the idea that rates would be lower is a 
pipe dream.

“If  we sell our system, it would have 
to be sold at fair market value which is $50 
million. Duke isn’t going to give us any-
where near that and we can’t sell for a loss,” 
he said.

Frye said the board has to have a seri-
ous discussion about its electric rates.

“This highlights part of  the discussion 
you had at the Town Board meeting Thurs-
day night and the need for us to stay on top 
of  delinquent accounts. The more we have 
to write off, the greater the revenue gaps. 
How are we going to replace that revenue? 

With a fund balance appropriation or rate 
increase?” 

Frye said the rates are structured so 
the town gets a return on its investment 
which enables it to be in the black while 
funding capital needs.

“The rate increase over the last couple 
of  years was to return $400,000 to the elec-
tric fund and build it back up to $1 million. 
Anything over $1 million could then be 
transferred out of  the electric fund to oth-
er departments for other things. However, 
this year we are only projecting a $200,000 
return on investment because we have ab-
sorbed Duke’s rate increases to our whole-
sale rate without increasing our consumers’ 
rates,” he said.

Commissioner Brian Stiehler was the 
first to broach the subject of  a property tax 
rate increase; an idea that gained momen-
tum before the discussion was over.

“What if  the plan was to just break 
even on the electric fund? We could struc-
ture rates to follow the same rate increase 
that Duke levies on us to break even in the 
electric fund and then to generate the extra 
money to fund capital projects we could 
have a tax increase,” he said. “It seems like 
the electric rates are volatile, and this way 
would be less volatile for our consumers.” 

He said in his mind, water, sewer and 
garbage rates are defendable – this is what 
it costs us to pick up your trash. But de-
fending the electric rates is harder. 

“We should consider making it up 
somewhere else,” he said.

At first, Commissioner Donnie Cal-
loway was hesitant to talk taxes with the 
county’s reval coming up, but Frye said 
from the town’s standpoint the reval isn’t 
an issue. 

“Overall property values have 
dropped. Currently, our tax rate is 13 ½ 
cents. One cent is equal to $84,000. To gen-
erate the same amount of  revenue prior to 
the reval, the tax rate would go up, but peo-
ple wouldn’t actually be paying any more 
than what they are paying now,” he said.

But he said when it comes to taxes, 
people will still perceive it as a tax increase 
even if  they aren’t paying any more.

Commissioners voiced concern over 
putting the weight of  increasing the elec-
tricfFund return on the backs of  the citizen 
who live here year-round. 

“They are paying the bulk of  electricity 
in the winter. A tax increase would spread 
it across the board,” said Stiehler. “I can 
defend tax rates, our rates are low anyway. 
We need to bring in a certain amount of  
money; the question is do you raise taxes or 
try to profit off  the electric fund?”

Commissioner Amy Patterson said an-
other thing to remember is that ad valorem 
taxes can be taken off  income taxes. 

“I hear, ‘don’t raise my electric rates, 
raise my tax rate because I can take them 

off  my taxes.’ There are a lot of  variables 
to consider – to find the balance between 
what we need as a municipality and what is 
good for our customers, she said.”

Commissioner Calloway said he 
agreed with Stiehler. “We need to put this 
on a more level playing field so everyone 
pays across the board.”

There are 1,000 year-round electric 
consumers and 25,000 who come back 
beginning in May and most of  them have 
turned their electricity way down while 
they are gone.

“Everyone knows we are buying at 
wholesale and hiking it up for the reserve,” 
said Commissioner John Dotson. “Elec-
tric is a moving target. We would be better 
served to look at increasing the milage rate 
so it’s fair across the board. After all, our 
electric rate is based on what we need in 
the electric fund to keep it healthy.” 

Frye said he and staff  are very sensi-
tive to the word profit. 

“This is part of  what has everyone 
upset. It’s not a profit. People perceive that 
we are making money off  them way above 
what it is costing us to provide the service. 
It’s a return on an investment,” he said.” 
Is it over and above what we are actually 
spending to buy electricity? Yes. But that 
money goes to other things. People need 
to get out of  that mindset. We are not in 
the business to make money, we are in the 
business of  providing services and this is 
the way we figured out to do it and keep 
stress off  the general fund and the other 
utility funds.”

In the end, commissioners asked Frye 
to return with a cost comparison to see 
what it would take to shift some of  the 
burden from the electric fund to the gen-
eral fund. 

However, Commissioner Patterson 
reminded the board that with the devalu-
ation of  property values the tax rate will 
have to increase to generate the same 
money it did prior to the reval which 
means to generate money for the gener-
al fund versus the electric fund, the rate 
would have to increase even further.

Commissioners agreed they wouldn’t 
shift the entire “return on investment” 
from the electric fund to the general fund, 
but perhaps enough to lessen the blow to 
fulltime residents.

– Kim Lewicki
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Many times over the past 
several years citizens have 
claimed that some on the Town 
Board don’t listen to its citizens, 
but at the February Town Board 
meeting that claim was put to 
rest.

The issue was the rezoning 
of  town properties from R1 and 
R2 to Government Institutional 
(GI) to reflect the uses of  the 
properties – seemingly a non-
controversial issue.

“The Town of  Highlands 
owns multiple properties within 
the city limits that are used for 
utilities such as water & wastewa-
ter treatment, water distribution, 
the cemetery, communications 
and recreation,” said Planning 
Director Josh Ward. “Over the 
years, several of  the properties 
have not been rezoned to reflect 
the uses of  the properties. This 
is just about bringing consistency 
to the zoning map so the proper-
ties reflect their uses.”

But the rezoning of  two 
properties, 7530874431 (Se-
quoyah Ridge Road – Vacant 
– 1.00 acre – Current Zoning 
R-2) and 7530872068 (Sequoyah 
Ridge Road – Vacant – 1.15 acre 
– Current Zoning R-2) caught 
the attention of  adjacent land-
owners Ray Vito and Joan Mar-
tin who spoke during the public 
hearing portion of  the meeting 
and said rezoning the vacant, 
residential lots along Big Creek 
would diminish their property 
values.

“I own property adjacent 
to one of  these lots which were 
zoned R2 back in the ‘40s. I don’t 
know how the town got them 
but I don’t see the necessity to 
rezone them. Doing so will af-
fect my property values,” said 
Vito. He also said the rezoning 
of  these lots just doesn’t seem 
necessary right now.

“Consistency on the zon-
ing map is all well and good, but 
does it need to be done now? 
Why don’t you wait until you 
have a reason? If  I wanted to re-
zone my property, I would have 
to come to you with a very spe-
cific, detailed plan. Wait until you 
have a plan,” he said.

One of  the lots is adjacent 
to the access road to the weir 

and Town Manager Bob Frye said 
that the need to have consistency 
on the zoning map was the reason 
for the proposed rezoning. How-
ever Martin disagreed.

“The lot adjacent to ours 
isn’t really for accessing the weir; 
it’s beyond the lot on the road 
which is used to access the weir,” 

said Martin. “Our property abuts 
the weir, not the lot that you want 
to rezone.

But Frye said the property is 
already used institutionally, and 
rezoning it to reflect its use won’t 
affect adjoining property owners.

As to how the town got the 
residential property in the first 

place, Commissioner Amy Patter-
son said it was likely acquired in 
an exchange; all the town’s prop-
erties are owned free and clear 
without deed restrictions. But she 
asked the board if  the town could 
perhaps sell the lots and use the 
money in a more public way. Frye 
said disposal of  town property 

was a normal and legal transac-
tion as long as it is sold at fair 
market value.

Also, if  the town rezoned 
the lots G1 and then sold them, 
the new owners would have to 
come back to the board to get 
them rezoned residential.

Concerned citizens turn the tide at Town Board meeting

• See TIDE page 4



Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

• 

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round!
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11:30a to 4p

(Closed Wednesday)
Serving Dinner 

Mon-Sat, beginning at 
5:30p

(Closed Wednesday) 

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Frozen Yogurt

Paninis • Baked Goods
On Main Street

7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Winter Hours: Tues.-Sun. 5-9p
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Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

• Highlands Dining •

Authentic Asian Cuisine
Open 7 days a week • 11a to 9p

137 Main Street (Wright Sq.)
828-526-8800

Daily LUNCH Special 11a to 2p
$7.95 (includes sweet tea)

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
Open

for 
Dinner at

5p 
Tues. - Sat.

Bar opens at 4 p
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: 11am:2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch!

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials!

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

...TIDE continued from page 3

Opening for our 30th Year
Thurs., March 13
Friday-Sunday
Dinner from 5p. 

Public Service Administrator Lamar Nix said the 
only thing the town might use the lots for would be to 
hold sediment dredged from Big Creek. “Other than that 
there are no plans for the lots,” he said.

Commissioner Brian Stiehler said when the subject 
first came up, he didn’t see the different dynamics and 
concerns of  citizens.

“Now I see this in a different light,” he said. “The 
town still owns this property abutting the lake; there is 
a need for consistency, but I think these two lots in the 
Webbmont area need to remain R2. If  something comes 
up;if  we have to enlarge the plant, we can deal with that 
then. For now let’s leave them as R2. We still own it. We 
have use of  the property, but this is a real issue for the 
homeowners. So I say leave it as R2.”

Commissioners Calloway and John Dotson agreed.
“I don’t have a problem with selling them and I 

doubt the town would use them as a dumping grown for 
silt removal simply due to lay of  the land; it would end up 
back in the lake,” said Dotson.

In the end the board voted unanimously to rezone 
all the lots advertised to GI with the exception of  the two 
vacant lots on Sequoyah Ridge.

– Kim Lewicki
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The Bascom Visual Arts Center 
sponsored a recent People-to-People cul-
tural arts tour to Cuba. The trip, approved 
by the U.S. Treasury Department and the 
Cuban government, was lead by Sallie 
Taylor, the Bascom’s Director of  Exhibi-
tions. Twenty-six Highlanders made the 
week-long tour of  Cuban art institutions 
and artists’ studios, during the week of  
February 3rd. 

Participants stayed for five days in 
Havana and two days in Cienfuegos, in-
cluding a nearby day trip to the historic 
Cuban city of  Trinidad. Both Cienfuegos 
and Trinidad are UN World Heritage 
Centers. The daily itinerary for the group 
was full with visits to historic architectur-
al sites, major museums, and artists’ stu-
dios. In addition, the group was treated 
to chamber music and orchestra concerts 
and dance performances.

As part of  the People-to-People pro-
gram, participants attended lectures and 
presentations by scholars from the Uni-
versity of  Havana on Cuban culture, his-
tory, economics and politics. The group 

The Bascom sponsors cultural art 
trip to Cuba

also visited the American Interests Section 
in Havana for a briefing by US State De-
partment officials.

Tours of  architectural sites, museums 
and artists’ studios were conducted by Cu-
ban scholars and experts.  Distant Horizons 
Tours organized the trip and are specialists 
in cultural trips to Cuba, leading tours for 
major universities such as Harvard, Yale 
and Stanford.

Join The Bascom for countless op-
portunities to explore and participate in 
art. Members receive discounts at events, 
lectures and for adult classes. Contact 
Membership Coordinator Pat Turnbull at 
828-787-2898 or email her at pturnbull@
thebascom.org for more information about 
becoming a member. The Bascom is open 
year-round, Monday through Saturday, 10 
am to 5 pm, and Sunday, noon to 5 pm. En-
joy workshops, exhibitions, special events, 
quality programs and unique shopping 
throughout the year. For more information, 
to register for workshop offerings or for 
more details on all Bascom activities, visit 
www.TheBascom.org or call 828-526-4949.

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS!  
For information, call 828-526-3228 or email: highlandseditor@aol.com
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Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon! 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Sunday-Thursday, 9a to 6p, Fri. & Sat. 9a to 7p 
Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Apples, fresh collard greens, turnips, fritters, donuts, 
sweet potatoes, fresh bread, dried beans, fresh cider and much more!

Larry Chadwell:       $774.57
Larry Chadwell:       $224.42
Greg Ewald:       $485.16
Carla Gates:       $1,033.30
Gate’s Nursery:       $5,540.92
Gate’s Nursery:       $1,159.47
Aaron Goldstein:       $501.18
Robert Lang:       $39.88
Jess Munger:       $33.83
Jeremy Skipper:       $766.50
Creighton Sossomon: $11,843.04
Zeke Sossomon:       $2,254.29
Zeke Sossomon:       $1,102.69
Claudia Thompson:    $233.61
Sampson Wilson:       $717.58
Elena Alcantar:       $39.37
Jeff Andresen:       $616.23
Carlton Barker:       $1,117.20
Robert Carlton:       $770.02
Kristina Crosby:       $102.32
Eric Fielding:       $140.93
Sarah Freeman:       $52.08
Randall Hawks:       $560.24

Delinquent Accounts List  

William Horne:       $4,571.65
Robert Moreno:       $213.50
Elisa Espinosa Parra:   $646.87
Andrew Quintero & 
Fiorella Moscoso:       $621.73
Danielle Reese:       $963.35
Krysti Rogers:       $330.25
Nikki Smolarsky:       $775.60
Bob Stephenson:       $513.26
Suzi’s on Spring:       $40.93
Claudia Thompson:    $1,663.46
To the Nine’s:       $1,929.93
Valentine’s Photo St.:  $115.26
James F. Webb:       $90.68

Jose’ Munoz Orozco: 
Matthews Electrical: 
Movie Stop:  
Potts Construction: 
Suzette’s Boutique: 
The Brick Oven: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at the regular Board of Commissioners’ meeting of February 20, 
2014, the Town Board voted to list all Town of Highlands Delinquent Accounts in the newspaper.   
The following accounts are over 90 days past due.

Payments may be made to: Town of Highlands, PO Box 460, Highlands, NC 28741 to bring accounts 
to a current status to avoid further collection processes.

Published this 6th day of March, 2014.
Town of Highlands

Due 12/31/2011
Due 12/31/2011
Due 03/31/2013
Due 03/31/2013
Due 03/31/2013
Due 03/31/2013
Due 12/31/2011
Due 12/31/2011
Due 03/31/2013

Due 12/31/2011

Due 08/15/2011
Due 08/15/2011
Due 04/15/2012
Due 01/15/2012
Due 06/15/2012
Due 06/15/2012
Due 03/15/2012
Due 12/15/2011
Due 04/15/2012
Due 06/15/2012
Due 07/15/2012
Due 03/15/2012
Due 07/15/2012
Due 10/15/2011
Due 08/15/2011
Due 01/15/2013
Due 02/15/2013
Due 10/15/2012
Due 02/15/2013
Due 12/15/2012
Due 03/15/2013
Due 10/15/2012
Due 11/15/2012

Due 01/15/2013
Due 11/15/2012
Due 07/15/2013

Due 01/15/2013
Due 03/15/2013
Due 11/15/2013
Due 07/15/2013
Due 11/15/2012
Due 12/15/12
Due 12/15/12
Due 01/15/13
Due 02/15/13
Due 02/15/13

Sarah Anderson:        $2,500
Roger Baty:        $2,500
Christopher Collany:   $2,400
Melba Egan:        $2,500
Deborah Hooper:       $2,500
Peggy Hopes:        $2,500
Aliaksandr Kikoin:       $2,500
Darren McGillivray:     $2,500
Michael “Bud” Rogers: $2,500
Williams & 
Williams Inc:        $2,500

Utility Accounts 

Harris Lake Sewer Project
Harris Lake Sewer Project
Mirror Lake Sewer Project
Mirror Lake Sewer Project
Mirror Lake Sewer Project
Mirror Lake Sewer Project
Harris Lake Sewer Project
Harris Lake Sewer Project
Mirror Lake Sewer Project

Harris Lake Sewer Project

Sewer Connection Agreement Accounts

Business License Accounts

project weighs heavily on students, 
he said.

High School World History 
was identified because Baldwin 
said teachers across the state have 
put the course’s final exam on the 
chopping block due to concerns 
about the quality and substance of  
the material. 

While other final exams could 
have also been waived, Baldwin 
urged the board to consider the 
state’s push to move teacher pay to 
a merit-based system, which would 
require some forms of  tests. 

“The General Assembly is 
indicating rather heavily that merit 
pay will be based on N.C. final 
exams, as well as the end-of-course 
and end-of-grade tests so we are 
hesitant to waive all of  them.”

Board member Stephanie 
McCall made the motion to waive 
the test, noting that if  it were up 

to her, she would do away with 
them all. 

Read to Achieve
This year marks the first full 

year for the implantation of  the 
state’s new Read-to-Achieve law. 
The new legislation requires local 
districts retain students who are 
not able to pass end-of-grade 
reading tests at the end of  third 
grade. 

Af te r  an  outcr y  f rom 
educators in North Carolina, 
the state has moved to allow 
local districts to use additional 
assessment tools when deciding 
if  a child should repeat the third 
grade. Director of  Elementary 
Education Carol Waldroop 
explained that it was predicted 
that 50 percent of  third graders in 
the state would not be able to test 

Due 5/30/2013
Due 5/30/2013
Due 5/30/2013
Due 5/30/2013
Due 5/30/2013
Due 5/30/2013

$10
$50
$25
$10
$35
$85
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526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

Walk-Ins Welcome! 

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Wednesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

549 East Main Street “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

Maggie Rogers and Jenna Schmitt

Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

...HAVEN continued from page 1

Do you need Affordable Health Care Insurance? It’s not too late to sign up through the Open 
Enrollment period which ends March 31. An Affordable Health Care Workshop will be held on 
Saturday, March 8, 10 to 11 a.m, and Tuesday, March 11, 2014, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Macon County 
Public Library led by Cynthia Solesbee, Certified Health Care Navigator for Macon County. The 
presentation will include a basic overview of  the Affordable Health Care Act and a discussion 
of  the programs available to consumers. Other topics will include Cost Savings and Tax Credits, 
Exemptions, Dates and Deadlines. Also you will also be able to make individual appointments 
with Cynthia Solesbee to help with the sign-up process and answer any questions you may have. 
Registration is not required. For more information, call 828-400-4177.

Still time to sign up for AHC insurance
that “Members of  the Board of  Commis-
sioners shall be nominated for each elec-
toral district seat by the qualified voters of  
the county as a whole, and nominees for 
each seat shall reside within the district for 
which they are nominated.”

The burden of  proof  falls to Haven to 
show by a preponderance of  the evidence 
that he is qualified to be a candidate for the 
office. Since the challenge is based upon a 
question of  residency, the candidate must 
show all of  the following:

An actual abandonment of  the first 
domicile, coupled with an intent not to re-
turn to the first domicile; the acquisition of  
a new domicile by actual residence at an-
other place; the intent of  making the newer 
domicile a permanent domicile. 

Nichols is also challenging Haven’s 
qualification as a voter in the precinct of  
South Franklin (Macon #2).

After the hearing, the Board must ren-
der a written decision within 20 business 
days after the challenge is filed and serve 
that written decision to both Haven and 
Nichols.

Nichols alleges that based upon rea-
sonable suspicion and belief, Haven doesn’t 
meet the statutory qualifications for the of-
fice of  MC Commissioner District 2, for 
residency.

He claims voter information records 
show Haven claimed residency as a quali-
fied voter of  District 2 at 433 E. Palmer 
Street, Franklin, but according to the MC 
Register of  Deeds, this address is owned 
by Cartoogechaye Investments, LLC, with 
the physical address being 423 E. Palmer 
St. Franklin.

He alleges the MC Tax Dept. shows 
the address of  423 E. Palmer St., Franklin 
to be registered under the name of  Car-

toogechaye Investments, LLC and the ad-
dress 433 E. Palmer St., Franklin, is the 
physical address of  the Haven’s Motel of-
fice.

According to the NC Dept. of  the 
Secretary of  State’s office, Cartoogechaye 
Investments, LLC is a legally recognized 
Limited Liability Company, effective July 
10, 2008. This date is prior to Haven’s first 
election to the County Commission repre-
senting District 2.

Furthermore, Haven is a registered 
agent for Cartoogechaye Investments, 
LLC, whose office address is 98-30 Mill 
Creek Road, Franklin. Haven is the man-
ager of  Cartoogechaye Investments, LLC. 
Maricella Haven is listed as a member. The 
business address for the two company 
officials is listed as 750 Mill Creek Road, 
Franklin.

In addition, within the telephone di-
rectory, Haven is listed to live at 750 Mill 
Creek Road, Franklin.

Nichols requested that the MC Board 
of  Elections undertake a full and complete 
evidentiary hearing, including the issuance 
of  subpoenas for documentary evidence 
and witness testimony and at the conclu-
sion of  which enter an Order and deter-
mination that Haven is not a qualified 
candidate for MC Board of  Commission, 
District 2, in that he doesn’t meet the re-
quirements of  office. 

He requested a copy of  his driver’s li-
censes, any forwarding address forms filed 
with the US Postal Service from any prior 
domicile of  Ron or Maricella Haven, cop-
ies of  both Federal and State income tax 
returns from 2005 to current; copies of  
every address, both physical and PO boxes 
to where Ron and Maricella Haven receive 
mail; leases and deeds to all residential and 
vacant properties leased or owned by the 
Havens from 2005 to current; all insurance 
policies related to the Havens since 2005 
including renters, homeowners, auto, life, 
health, dental, liability, etc.; utilities bills, 
bank accounts, phone bills, oil and gas 
bills, etc.               – Kim Lewicki

Board of  Commissioners
District 2

(In Nov., voters can vote for 2)
Gary Shields (REP) 
Ron Haven (REP) 

Ronnie Beale (DEM) 
John Martin (LIB) 

Clerk of  Superior Court 
Vic Perry (DEM)

Register of  Deeds 
Jamie Cochran (REP) 
Nicki Tallent (DEM)
Todd Raby (DEM) 

Kenneth Blaine (DEM) 
Sheriff

Robert L. (Robby) Holland (REP) 
Bryan Carpenter (REP)

...CANDIDATES  from 
page 1

Specializes in Providing 
Auction Services for:
• Estate Liquidation

• Antiques/Collectibles
• Autos/Trucks/Boats

• Campers
•Jewelry/Precious Metals

Integrity Auction Company LLC

On-site services or at our auction gallery  
264 Old Rosman Hwy. Brevard, NC

At Integrity Auction we listen, we care, 
and we deliver.  We buy 1 piece or a 
housefull. Don’t wait give us a call!
(828) 884-9378 • (828) 699-3703
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David began his trek to Highlands over 
23 years ago from Mississippi when he chose 
to settle in Highlands and buy a restaurant.   In 
1996 he married Lori Burrell, a Highlands na-
tive, and together they owned and operated the 
Pizza Place on Main Street before selling and 
turning their attention to selling real estate. 

Lori grew up in Highlands and really nev-
er left. She graduated from Highlands School, 
and then worked in retail and the restaurant 
business before marrying David.

David became a licensed real estate broker 
in 2005, and in 2008 he and Lori began Prestige 
Realty Group.  Lori managed the office and her 
rental business while David focused primarily 
on the area foreclosure market becoming one 
of  the area’s leading foreclosure specialists.  
Now that the traditional market is returning, 
he believes partnering with Meadows Moun-
tain Realty is coming at the ideal time.  “Having 

David and Lori Bee 
of Prestige Realty 

Group join  
Meadows  

Mountain Realty

traveled all over the Carolina mountains selling 
everything from ten thousand to 1.6 million dol-
lar foreclosures has given me greater insight into 
the housing industry helping buyers to discern 
their overall needs and working with sellers to 
help maximize their assets”.  

David is currently serving as President of  
the Highlands-Cashiers Board of  Realtors.

They enjoy spending time with their Lab-
rador retrievers, singing and leading worship at 
church, plus time with their nieces and nephew.  
Lori shares, “These mountains are home to me 
and I feel incredibly privileged to live here.   We 
enjoy welcoming people to this area and sharing 
all that it has to offer.”

By Lynn Kimball
Meadows Mountain Realty

The Highlands-Cashiers Board of  REAL-
TORS® is The Voice for Real Estate 
in the Highlands-Cashiers area, with al-

most 300 REALTOR® members who are bro-
kers, property managers, and appraisers.

Locally, here on the plateau, the High-
lands-Cashiers Board of  REALTORS® invests 
in our community by awarding scholarships to 
our high school seniors, donating to Habitat for 
Humanity in Macon, Jackson, and Transylvania, 
participating in Relay for Life, and donating to 
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital Pour Le Pink 
Walk/Run.  They will also be sponsoring an 
event in May 2014 for the Make A Wish Foun-
dation providing special trips for child cancer 
patients.

There are 62 local Boards under the North 
Carolina Association of  REALTORS®, with 
more than 31,000 members across the state. 
NCAR has continued lobbying the NC State 
Legislature in avoiding expensive Transfer Tax-
es which impacts every seller of  real estate in 
NC.  Also, they have lobbies against a high Ser-
vice Tax which would affect all services, includ-
ing real estate brokers, housekeepers, plumbers, 
etc.  Thus far, the NCAR has been e13

ffective in these lobbies.  The state board 
also draws from their funds to help bi-partisan 
local and regional politicians with housing inter-
ests that support Highlands/Cashiers residents.

Overall, the National Association of  RE-
ALTORS®, which is America’s largest trade as-
sociation, represents 1 million members across 

What does the Board of Realtors do for you?
54 state/US territories associations and 1400 lo-
cal associations, all working for America’s prop-
erty owners for the purpose of  preserving the 
right to own real property. Real estate powers 
almost one-fifth of  the U.S. economy, employs 
more than 17 million Americans, and contrib-
utes a quarter of  all federal and state tax revenue 
and as much as 70 percent of  local taxes.

Nationally, REALTORS® are opposing 
the government’s tax plan to limit Mortgage 
Interest Deduction and has been fighting Flood 
Insurance Rate Increases, along with the NC 
state association.

As members of  the Highlands-Cashiers 
Board of  REALTORS®, we strive to preserve 
and protect our neighbor’s property rights and 
the right to home ownership.  Our members ad-
here to a strict code of  ethics and are required to 
stay abreast of  the latest issues affecting home-
owners and those acquiring home ownership.

• Lynn Kimball, currently serving as Direc-
tor on the Highlands Cashiers Board of  Real-
tors, has 40 years of  real estate experience, with 
29 years serving the Highlands area.  Whether 
you are interested in searching properties or 
comprehensive information about our area, you 
are invited to visit her user friendly website at 
www.signatureproperties-nc.com. Meadows 
Mountain Realty has two locations, at 41 Church 
Street in the Old Edwards Inn complex or visit 
Lynn at 2334 Cashiers Road across from High-
lands Falls Country Club.  Lynn Kimball can be 
reached at 828-421-8193 or by email at Lynn@
MeadowsMtnRealty.com.



HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor

828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sunday: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 

p. 
Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376

Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09 & 10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper; 6; 7:15:children, youth, & adults studies; 

6:15:Adult choir (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. 
activities) 

Thurs:12:30:Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road:526-9•741

Sundays: Sunday School and Adult discussion group 9:30 
a.m.; Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 
Independent Bible Church 

Sundays:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church, 4224 Big 
Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office: 526-2418

Mass::Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Thurs & Fri.: 9 a.; Sat., 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Dwight Loggins
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship:6 

p.m.
Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth:7 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.  
Child Care - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
Youth 8th - 12th grades meet the 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30 

p.m
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

 BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546
Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pator

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11  
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 828-

743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm

Catered dinner - Wed. 6pm
CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY

Sky Valley, GA
Church: 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; Chirstian Education, 9 a.m.(Bucks in Cashiers) 

Family Worship with music and Communion, 10:30 a.m. 
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tue. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

Wednesdays -- 7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Children’s 
Program,. 

10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 

University
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968
Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy 

Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
828-526-4153

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Meeting 6:15 

pm; Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor • 526-3175
Sun.: Worship:11 a.m.; School:9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast

John 3:16Proverbs 3:5• spIrItually speakIng • • places to WorshIp •
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By Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Christ Church of  the Valley

The question is why ask people to take time out of  their 
busy life and do this project? The simple answer is: When 
a Christian invests time in the Bible we hear Gods voice. 

In other words doing a project like this is going to help define 
and strengthen our relationship with God.  

How the PSALM PROJECT works:
Each day you are asked to spend time reading the Psalms. 

There are 150 of  them. 
Why read Psalms? Martin Luther, the great theologian and 

pastor, said the Psalms “might well be called a little Bible. In it is 
comprehended most beautifully and briefly everything that is in 
the entire Bible.” Like what? 

You will find topics such as the creation, judgment, and sal-
vation. In it is the story of  Israel, the Law, the Presence of  God, 
the coming of  the Messiah, warnings against ungodliness, and 
the tragic outcome of  disobedience. The Psalms is a book that 
can be used in worship, spiritual discipline, and in developing 
theology. 

A few tips on reading the Psalms. Read them prayerfully 
slow. 

Ask yourself  these questions:
*What is God saying to me personally from the text? What 

am I hearing? (You might want to use your journal and write 
things down.) 

* Are their changes I need to make in light of  what God is 
saying me? 

 *Is there something in the text that someone else needs to 
hear? Am I willing to share it? 

Something to consider:
*Memorize impactful verses. 
*Connect with someone else who is doing the Psalms Proj-

ect and talk about your experiences. Bring your journal along. 
*If  stumped or need help ask for help. 
* Invite a friend to join the Project. 
The Psalms are the most quoted book in the New Testa-

ment. They flow out of  the personal experiences of  those who 
wrote them. The Psalms is a banquet table filled with insights 
and benefits for those who read them.  ENJOY!

 The ‘Psalms Project’

On Sunday, March 23, Songs of Joy and Sorrow: An Afternoon 
of Music for Cello and Piano, Featuring the Manhattan-based 
A.W.Duo (Alyona Aksyonova, piano/James Waldo, cello). 
Works by Beethoven, Myaskovsky, Debussy, Scriabin and  
Ayumi Okada.  Sunday, March 23 at 4:30 pm at the Episcopal 
Church of the Incarnation, Highlands.  Free with donations to 
benefit Highlands Friends of Haiti.

Concert to benefit Haiti mission
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF!

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings!

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

•health Matters•

Since 2007, Macon County 
children have experienced improve-
ment in key health indicators, includ-
ing insurance coverage, dental care, 
teen pregnancy, child deaths and 
even high school graduation rates. 
These gains are at odds with what’s 
expected during economic down-
turns when health outcomes typi-
cally worsen.

“Poverty causes increased fi-
nancial and emotional strains on 
families that often result in poorer 
health outcomes for children,” said 
Laila A. Bell, director of  research and 
data at NC Child. “These data show 
that public policy actions which 
promote evidence-based programs 
and support local communities 
can be powerful tools to safeguard 
our children’s health during tough 
economic times.” NC Child’s 2013 
Child Health County Data Card for 
Macon County finds between 2007 
and 2012:

• Medicaid enrollment in-
creased by 25.4 percent and Health 
Choice enrollment increased by 15.2 
percent, which is consistent with 
statewide data showing a 30 percent 
decline in uninsured children;

• Medicaid-eligible children 
who received dental care increased 
by 32.4 percent for children 1-5 and 
20.5 percent for children 6-14;

• North Carolina’s teen preg-
nancy rate continued to improve, 
dropping 43 percent to 19.7 per 
1,000 girls ages 15-17. The teen 
pregnancy rate was 15.7 per 1,000 
girls in Macon County;

• Statewide, child fatalities con-
tinued to decline, falling 22 percent 
to 58.6 per 100,000 children under 
age 18. Macon County had 2 child 
deaths in 2012;

• The graduation rate improved 
by 11.2 percent.

“It’s no coincidence that Ma-
con County experienced a significant 
decline in its teen pregnancy rate and 
increase in its graduation rate over 
the past several years,” said Bell. 
“Both of  these indicators have been 
targeted by well-funded state efforts. 
This improvement should give us 
hope that we can make progress on 
big problems when we’re willing to 
put resources behind data-driven so-

NC Report shows progress on key health indicators for  
children in Macon County

Report shows more children insured, lower teen pregnancy amid continued economic hardship
lutions.”

While typically associated with 
academic achievement, the gradua-
tion rate is also a key health indicator. 
Education is associated with better 
earning potential and higher income 
which enables purchase of  bet-
ter housing in safer neighborhoods, 
healthier food, health insurance cov-
erage and more timely medical care. 
Studies have linked high school drop-
out to higher rates of  substance use, 
psychological, emotional, and behav-
ioral problems.

NC Child’s findings for Macon 
County were not all positive, however. 
Key economic indicators in Macon 
County have worsened as a result of  
the recession and subsequent budget 
cuts. Specifically, the unemployment 
rate in Macon County increased from 
4.1 percent to 10.7 percent from 
2007 to 2012, and the median house-
hold income declined 16.2 percent 
to $36,438. In 2011, the most recent 
year for which data are available, 30.6 
percent of  children in Macon County 
were living in households that strug-
gled to meet their basic nutritional 
needs.

“Statewide, one in four children 
are growing up in poverty. Food inse-
curity is a very serious byproduct of  
poverty that’s making its presence felt 
in Macon County,” stated Bell. “No 
child should ever go to bed hungry, 
but unfortunately, that’s what’s hap-
pening to children across the county.”

With the elimination of  the state 
Earned Income Tax Credit and signif-
icant cuts to unemployment benefits, 
there is concern that many families 
could find their economic situation 
worsening during a slow economic 
recovery. What’s clear is that the im-
pacts of  public policy decisions are 
playing out in communities across the 
state.

“We know that parents and com-
munities are working hard to grow 
healthy children, but they cannot do it 
alone.” said Bell. “Advocates, provid-
ers, community and business leaders, 
state and federal governments must 
collaborate to strengthen investments 
in prevention programs and promote 
focused public policies that promote 
child well-being.”

To download a copy of  your 

county data card, visit: http://www.
ncchild.org/sites/default/files/Ma-
con.pdf

About the Report Card
For 19 years, the North Caro-

lina Child Health Report Card has 
monitored the health and safety of  
children and youth in our state. The 
report compiles more than 40 in-
dicators of  child health and safety 
into one easy-to-read document that 
helps policymakers, health profes-
sionals, the media, and concerned 
citizens track children’s health out-
comes, identify emerging trends, and 
plan future investments. The report 
card presents data for the most cur-
rent year available, usually 2012, and 
a comparison year, or benchmark, 
usually 2007.

Advertising in  Highlands Newspaper and online at www.highlandsinfo.
com WORKS! For information, call  

828-526-3228 or email: highlandseditor@aol.com

Looking for an evening of  
great food and entertainment? 
Join us on Thursday, March 13 at 
Highlands School for dinner and 
a show! 

The Highlands PTO is spon-
soring a talent showcase – High-
lands’ Rising Stars. Singing, danc-
ing and instrumental acts will be 
performed by students and facul-
ty. The audience can vote for the 
People’s Choice Award. The show 
begins at 6:30p in the gymato-
rium. Admission is $2 per person 
and includes one entry to vote for 
the People’s Choice Award. Addi-
tional entries to vote will be avail-
able for purchase for $1 each.

Before the show, drop by 
the school cafeteria for a deli-
cious dinner from 5-6:30p. Din-
ner plates are $7 each and include 
BBQ prepared by …on the Ve-
randah, Asian Cole slaw, mac ‘n 
cheese, dessert and a drink.

Come show your Highlander 
Pride and support Highlands’ 
Rising Stars Talent Show on 
Thursday, March 13 at Highlands 
School. 

Highlands’ 
Rising Stars



Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988!

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

NC Lic. # 28972

Miller’s Plumbing Service, LLC
Buddy Miller, Owner

• Water Cop Installation 
& Winterization

• Remodels & New  
Construction

Cell 828-371-1707
millersplumbing99@yahoo.com

J&M Towing  
Service

Owner-Operator Jeff Miller
526-0374 • 342-0583

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

Highlands Automotive
Service

&
Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

American Upholstery
• Residential or Commercial 
• Over 40 Years Experience 

• Fast & Dependable
• Free Estimates

• Free Pick-up & Delivery
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

Need quality asphalt paving?
Call Bryson Grading & Paving:now a full  
service asphalt company specializing in  

commercial and residential asphalt services.
Also available:

Gravel, brown decorative gravel, boulder 
walls, fill dirt, sand, topsoil, red clay.

Other services?
Utility installation and repair, driveways, 

ponds, dams, hauling and lot clearing. 
Call 828-526-9348.

Brysongrading@gmail.com

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 
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U Call We Hall Junk Removal & Property Cleanout Service
Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, Garages, 

Yard Debris, etc. We’ll takeyour Trash & Save you some 
Cash! Cheaper than a Dumpster & we do all the work - 

We also Specialize in Small Demolition  
and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  

Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.
We also Cater in Minor Landscaping,  

Small Tree & Brush Removal and all types of Yard Debris, 
including Metal,Wood, etc. 

 If You Need it Gone, 
 Call Today for a Cleaner Tomorrow! 
  (828) 200-5268

Mountain Mobile 
Transport

“The transportation Specialist!”
Anyone • Anywhere • Anytime

Fully insured and Certified
CDL/Chauffer Licensed

25 years experiece
828-482-2221



You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you!
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Nantahla Tire & Car Care
• Oil changes • Brakes • Tires  

• Light Car & Truck Repair
828-526-0283

518 Dillard Road, Highlands
nantire1@aol.com

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

Rehabilitation Services Manager
Medical Records Manager

Inpatient Coder
Certified Nursing Assistant

•polIce reports •
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828-349-3489

...TESTING from page 6

Highlands PD log entries from Jan. 21. Only the 
names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor, or public officials have been used. 

Jan. 31
• At 8:30 a.m., officers responded to a call about power 

saws and hand tools being stolen from a residence on US 64 
west.

Feb. 6
• At 11 a.m., a wallet containing credit cards, drivers li-

cense, medical cards, insurance cards and a check book was 
reported lost somewhere in downtown Highlands.

Feb. 8
• At 11 a.m., a resident at Pine Brook Condominimus on 

N. 5th Street reported a noise violation.
Feb. 24
• At 9 p.m., Stacy Lee Arrowwod, 40, of Highlands and 

Alto, GA, was arrested on three outstanding warrants from 
Union, GA, Towns County, GA and Jackson County, NC.  He 
is being held in the Macon County Jail on a secured bond of 
$11,500.

• At 1:40 p.m., officers investigated a case about someone 
forging a name on checks and credit cards of a resident on 
Hummingbird Lane.

If  you are suffering through the doldrums of  winter or 
experiencing a severe case of  cabin fever, Mountaintop Rotary 
has just the answer with an evening of  family fun.

After an absence of  several years, the Harlem Ambassa-
dors will return to Highlands Saturday, March 15 for a one-night 
only appearance to dazzle and amaze with their unique brand of  
basketball skills.

They will play a team of  Hometown Heroes, which will 
feature local public officials, athletes and others at the Highlands 
School Gym. The show starts at 7 p.m. In addition to plenty of  
slam dunks, high jinks and the like, there will also be pizza, hot 
dogs, and drinks available from the concession stand, operated 
this year by Dr. John Baumrucker and members of  his Bolivian 
Mission Team. Proceeds will go to support the mission.

 Advance tickets for the evening of  fun are $10 for adults 
and $7 for students and seniors, and are available at Stanberry 
Insurance in Wright Square, The Highlander Newspaper on 
Fifth Street, Meadows Mountain Realty’s Highlands Falls office 
on US 64 East, and Wells Fargo Investments on South Street. 
Tickets at the door will be $12 for adults and $9 for students and 
seniors. Kids under four are free. Advance tickets are also avail-
able from any member of  the club.

Ladé Majic as the “queen of  the show, she played in more 

Harlem Ambassadors coming to Highlands
shows than any woman in history and competes against male 
players on a nightly basis. 

While Rotary organizers already have a number of  mem-
bers of  the Highlands Hometown Heroes team, there is still 
room for more.

“The Ambassadors can really get up and down the court, so 
we are going to need a lot of  players for the hometown team,” 
said Bill Zoellner, incoming president of  Mountaintop Rotary 
and chairman of  the event. “The main thing is to find players 
who have a good sense of  humor and can take a joke.”

Anyone interested in playing can call him at 787-2323 or 
Gene Borino at Stanberry Insurance at 526-8939.

The night of  fun will also feature a raffle for the basketball 
used in the game (to be awarded at half  time), and team souve-
nirs will be on sale.

proficient on the end-of-grade test by the end of  this year, 
causing half  of  the state’s third graders to be held back. 

In 2012, the state General Assembly passed a law 
requiring third graders to read on grade level before being 
promoted to fourth grade in 2014. If  they are retained, 
students must attend free summer reading camps; if  parents 
do not enroll their child in the camp, then the child is 
automatically held back. By the summer camp’s end, third 
graders would complete another standardized test and those 
who fail would be kept in third grade but given additional 
assistance with the possibility of  grade promotion mid-year. 
Those who pass are promoted to fourth grade. 

With such a high percentage of  students testing below 
proficient, the state saw the need to allow local districts 
to look at assessments in addition to the state final exam. 

“Now, if  a child is retained, being able to use alternative 
assessments in addition to the end-of-grade tests will be 
based on him or her truly needing intervention and not 
because they performed poorly on one single test,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin.

While the basics of  the law still stand, Waldroop said 
that Macon County can now use alternative testing measures 
already in place such as Starts and Dibbles. 

“Third graders can complete a portfolio if  they 
don’t pass the EOG test in June,” explained Waldroop. 
“A successfully completed portfolio can take the place of  
Summer Reading Camp and can allow a student to move on 
to fourth grade. Since the state has agreed that the reading 
passages on the test are difficult and written on a 4th/5th 
grade reading level it has approved other alternatives..”



2002 EXPLORER. Leather interior. 
All power. Sun roof. 4x4. New tires, exhaust 
and battery. Excellent. $6,495. 828-743-0952. 
(st. 2/27)

2006 JAYCO, JAYFLIGHT 27.5 BHS 
5TH WHEEL CAMPER WITH GOOSE-
NECK ADAPTER. Split sleeping areas with 
bunk beds and queen masterbed. Sleeps 8 to 
9. Very clean. Like new with all the luxuries 
of home. $9,000. Call to view. 828-526-8373. 
(st. 1/9)

1995 BMW 325I, 4-door sedan. Maroon. 
$2,500. OBO. 828-526-8373. (st. 1/9) 

SOURCE GREEN HEAT EFFI-
CIENT ELECTRIC HEATER w/remote, 
wood grain cabinet pd. $179 - like new, only 
used 4 months - $100. 200-0183.

SERVICES
WHO DOESN’T WANT A CLEAN 

HOUSE?  For quality work, friendly service 
and free estimates, give “Home Maid Cleaning 
Service” a ring.  (828) 371-1702. (st. 3/6)  

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN: Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure 
washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks 
and additions. Free Estimates. Insured. Call 
421-4667. (7/25)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE: 
Let Charlie Dasher handle your transportation 
whether it’s to the airport, a special event, or 
just around town. He provides van service for 
weddings, and is licensed and insured. 526-8645. 
(st. 7/18)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES:Complete Landscaping Com-
pany, Design, Installation and Maintenance. 
Also featuring Plants, Trees, Hardscapes, Water 
Features, Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage, Erosion 
Control and RR-Tie work. Serving the High-
lands/Cashiers area since 1988. 828-526-2251.
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828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

HELP WANTED
SALES PERSON NEEDED FOR 

BUSY RETAIL STORE must have experi-
ence and be able to work weekends and holi-
days , computer skills a plus all applicants must 
be able to do all physical aspects of the job 
be motivated and have a good attitude. Send 
all resumes to Highlands@dutchmansdesigns.
com. (st. 2/27)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
In Highlands is hiring full-time for deli and 
dishwashing positions. Contact Don at 
828.526.2400.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY AT TJ 
BAILEY IN HIGHLANDS. Retail, On-
line Sales and Multi-media Marketing posi-
tions available. Come grow with us. - full or 
part-time. 828-526-2262 or resume store@
TJBmens.com (st. 2/13) 

RES / COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
BEST LONG RANGE VIEW SEA-

SONAL OR MONTHLY RENTAL – May-
October. Very quietn 3 BR/2BA cabin with 
huge screened porch. Klein Road off Dillard 
Road. 828-200-4266 (4/24 pd)

3BR/2BA ON LAKE SEQUOYAH. 
Unfurnished. $900 plus utilities. Call Tony. 828-
332-7830. (st. 3/6) 

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT. Great 
location on Carolina Way between 64E and 
5th St across from Bank of America. ±1480 
sqft. Office or retail. $1500/month. Call Tom 
Clark(404)210-7979 or (828)526-4646(st. 
9/19)

RES / COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
MUST SELL  6+ acres at Lake Glenville.. 

Lake and mountain views. $130,000 or Best 
Offer. Call 706-348-3208. (st. 2/20)

ITEMS FOR SALE 
VINTAGE CIRCA 1927, REGULA-

TION SIZE POOL TABLE.  Can send 
pictures. $800.  Call 828-421-8193 or email 
Lynn@MeadowsMtnRealty.com (st. 3/6)

• classIFIeDs •

The Founders Park Coalition, which 
last month won approval from the Town 
of  Highlands to move forward with the 
first phase of  its plans to develop Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park, is now kicking off  a major 
fund raising campaign.

The group hopes to raise $430,000 
to make major improvements to the park, 
which has remained largely undeveloped 
since it was purchased back in 2006. The 
goal is to get the total amount needed to 

finish all phases of  the park as it has been 
designed to this point. Hopefully, some of  
that cost will be covered through donated la-
bor and materials from local firms, along with 
volunteer labor.

“We want to raise the entire amount re-
quired to complete the park, not just what is 
needed for the initial phase, which focuses 
mainly on building day-use facilities and land-
scaping,” said Nick Bazan, chairman of  the 
coalition. “While we don’t have approval yet 

for the other phases, we don’t want to have to 
come back to people over and over to ask for 
money for each additional phase..”

Bazan said the crucial thing right now is 
to raise at least enough money for construc-
tion of  the first phase so the park can be im-
proved this spring.

The coalition already has commitments 
from its members for approximately $30,000 
in financial pledges or donated labor, and do-
nations from a few individuals have begun to 
trickle in.

The coalition is composed of  both Rota-
ry Clubs, the Laurel Garden Club, the Moun-
tain Garden Club, the Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust, the Highlands Plateau Greenway, 
the Highlands Plateau Audubon Society, the 
Highlands Historical Society, the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce and the Highlands 
Biological Station. 

The group hopes to follow a design de-
veloped by local landscape architect Hank 

Ross, of  Ross Landscape Architecture of  
Highlands. This includes picnic tables, walk-
ways, benches, lighting, and landscaping, 
the group hopes to build a new and larger 
performance pavilion, an interactive foun-
tain, and a monument and plaza dedicated 
to the town’s founders Samuel T. Kelsey and 
Clinton Carter Hutchinson. The coalition 
is working closely with the town to make 
sure nothing conflicts with the ground water 
treatment system placed underneath much 
of  the park.

There are no plans to ever close Pine 
Street to vehicular traffic.

To make a donation make a check 
payable to either Founders Park or Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park and mail it to P.O. Box 
1703, Highlands, NC 28741. Anyone inter-
ested in donating time, equipment, or labor 
should call Nick Bazan at (828) 371-2653 or 
e-mail him at nicholas.bazan@gmail.com.

Coalition kicks off Kelsey-Hutchinson Park fundraising effort
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place!”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

15

19

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC20

Golden China & Sushi Bar

Lunch Buffet: 11 -2:30, M-F
Dinner: 3-9:30, 7 days

Wine & Beer

Listed in 
‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Delivery in town w/$15 order

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James!
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer PartsHighlands Plaza

526-5525
21

Cosper Flowers
Tues-Fri: 11a to 5:30p

Sat: 10a to 1p
Orders & Deliveries Daily

In Highlands Plaza
between Bryson’s  

& cleaners
(828) 526-8671

Where Smiles are in Bloom All Year 

22

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

10

Highlands 
Cove 
Realty Andrea Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
Highlands 

Mountain Realty
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

Available
Call 828-526-3228

or
email

highlandseditor@aol.

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Walk to Town from  
Waterfront Like-New  

Cottage! 2 Blocks from  
Main St. 3br/3ba, vaulted 
ceilings wood floors, new 

kitchen w/granite tops, open 
& covered decks & Turn Key. 

Furnished!
$537,500 MLS# 77846

Rolling Acres Mtn Syled 
Home with 4br/4ba, wood 
walls, ceilings & floors, new 

farmstyle kitchen, den, office, 
screened deck, custom  
built-ins & much more! 
A Tremendous Value!

$535,000 MLS# 78708



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Joe Deckman 
Broker 

C: 828-371-3252
H: 828-526-8217

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round!
NEW LOCATION in Town Square!

343-D
Main Street!

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

jajosborn@gmail.com • pat. f. allen @ gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for Dinner 
at 5p.

Tues. - Sat. 
Bar opens at 4p.

Closed Sun. & Mon.

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
Closed Wed.

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

828-526-8784 (office)
828-200-9179 (cell)

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week!

10a to 4p

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life!”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

Mal Phillips, 
Broker

(828) 200-2642

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

Leslie Cook,
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn, 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

A Licensed North Carolina Firm

Customized Brokerage for Your Specific Needs

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

Opening for our 30th year!
Thurs., March 13
Friday-Sunday
Dinner at 5p

29


