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Cain Haley (center) with her three Maine coon cats who together 
double as “Buttercup” in the Hunger Games movies. From left: 
with Josh, Becca, the animal control officer who accompanies the 
cats on set, Cain with Rion, and Carol, the cats’ agent, with Indy. So 
far Indy hasn’t made it into film, but is on hand just in case.

‘Hunger Games’ cat(s) are 
new Highlands celebrities

The fickle film industry can 
make you or break you. 

Luckily, however, the fate of  
the cat that played “Buttercup” 
in the first movie in the Hunger 
Games series became fortune for 
three Highlands’ cats that now 
double for Buttercup in the series.

When the author and pro-
ducer decided the first cat was not 
right for the part and wanted to 
replace it, the search was on and 
the road led to Highlands.

“They went to 19 states look-
ing for cats to play in Catching Fire, 

Starting Saturday, Nov. 22, 
an offshoot of  the Farmers Mar-
ket that ran Saturdays in Kelsey-
Hutchinson Park summer and 

early fall will set up in Cafe 460 
on Main Street.

Dubbed the “Holiday Arti-
sans Market” it will occupy the 

area previously held by the phar-
macy, will be open 10a to 4p ev-
ery Saturday through the holiday 

‘Holiday Artisans Market’ to join Cafe 
460 in old pharmacy on Main Street

Thurs., Nov. 20
• Movie at the Playhouse: The 

Best of Me at 2 & 5p and Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay Part 1 at 8 
p.m. Meet Rion and Josh who play 
Buttercup in the series.

Fri., Nov. 21-Dec. 11
• Movie at The Playhouse: 

Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1. 
Showtimes, Fri., Sat., Sun., Mon. & 
Thurs. 2p, 5p and 8p. No movies on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Sat., Nov 22
• MET Opera Live in HD to 

present the Barber of Seville at 
the Performing Arts Center on 
Saturday. The Met’s production of 
Il Barbiere di Siviglia, is Rossini’s 
classic comedy with some of the 
most recognizable melodies in all 
of opera. It begins at 12:55pm and 
the Pre-opera discussion, lead by 
Beverly Pittman, begins at 12:30pm. 
Tickets ($24 Adults & $20.40 for 
PAC and MET Members) are avail-
able online: highlandspac.org or 
call 828-526-9047. Performing Arts 
Center, 507 Chestnut Street.

Sun., Nov 23
• The Nantahala Hiking Club 

will take an easy 2.5 mile hike, 
elevation change 150 ft., on the 
Bartram Trail from Wallace Branch 
near Franklin. Call leader: Jean 
Hunnicutt, 828-524-5234, for res-
ervations. Visitors welcome, 

Tues., Nov. 25
• Highlands Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner – A Ministry 
of the Churches of Highlands at 
6 pm at the Highlands Rec Park. 
The entire meal is compliments 
of David Bee on behalf of the lo-
cal churches. This year there will 
be many different opportunities 
to serve and assist for volunteers. 
Contact Carrie Coen at the First 
Baptist Church of Highlands to vol-
unteer or for info: 828-526-4153

This 2-acre, easy building lot 
includes views of two famous 
natural phenomena: Whiteside 
Mountain and Shadow of the 
Bear – where a bear’s shadow is 
cast as the sun shines across Wh-
iteside Mountain mid-October 
through early November. Power 
to the lot line, previous septic  
approval and spectacular views!Long Range Views Plus Shadow of the Bear!

$348,000 • MLS # 80662 

By Brittany Raby
North Carolina’s Secretary 

of  Commerce Sharon Decker 
made a stop in Macon County last 
week to discuss her vision for the 
economic future of  rural North 
Carolina. 

Decker, who was appointed 
as Commerce Secretary in 2013 by 
Governor Pat McCrory, hails from 
Rutherford County and opened 
her talk at the Macon Bank Cor-
porate headquarters in Franklin 
with how she understands the 
economic struggles of  rural west-
ern North Carolina. 

Decker graduated summa 
cum laude from the University of  
North Carolina at Greensboro be-
fore starting a career of  nearly two 
decades at Duke Energy where 

NC Secretary 
of Commerce 
visits Macon 

County 
Says Gov. McCrory may 

relook at Medicaid 
reimbursement By Brittany Raby

As the largest of  four Na-
tional Forests in North Carolina, 
the Nantahala National Forest 
winds through six western North 
Carolina counties and totals 
531,270 acres. As such, the Nan-
tahala National Forest makes up 
a significant portion of  Macon 
County and serves as home to 
the county’s wildlife and natural 
forest growth. 

Last week, the United States 
Forest Service published a draft 
plan that would open up 700,000 
acres of  the Pisgah and Nantaha-
la National Forests for suitable 
logging under a new 15-plus year 
management plan. 

As a matter of  perspective, 
the 700,000 that is proposed to 
be cut, is an area larger than the 
Great Smoky Mountain National 

700,000 acres 
in Pisgah/
Nantahala 

forests pegged 
for harvesting
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•Mayor on Duty•
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•Letters•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Dear Editor,
Last Thursday, November 6, was 

a day that should be applauded for the 
community spirit that was shown when 
the Highlands Falls Country Club Main-
tenance team donated a full day of  labor, 
materials and machines to begin the clean 
up process of  Phase II of  the Kelsey 
Hutchinson Founders Park. 

The team was led by Fred Gehrisch 
whose commitment to community ser-
vice was well demonstrated as he and 
members of  his crew turned fallen, dead, 
and scrub trees into about three cords 
of  firewood which was delivered to the 
Emergency Council for use by families in 
need. 

The event was organized by Found-
ers Park Coalition member Rich Reid. 
Additional thanks go to members of  
both the Highlands and Mountaintop 
Rotary Clubs and the Highlands Cashiers 
Land Trust who helped with wood split-
ting, trash clean up, and refreshments.

I’ve lived in large cities from New 
York to San Francisco and many cities 
in between, but the level of  community 
commitment in Highlands is unmatched 
Thank you Highlands for your support of  
the park.

Nick Bazan
Chairman, 

Founders Park 
Coalition

Thank you Highlands Falls Country Club!

Highlands Falls Country Club Maintenance team at Kelsey-Hutchinson Park.

The agenda for tonight’s 
Highlands Town Board 
meeting will feature 

three major items. It should not 
be a lengthy meeting.

We have a bid and possible 
contractor for the pool cover-
ing. The project is slightly be-
hind schedule because no bids 
were submitted this fall. If  the 
bid is approved by the board, 
the contractor could begin work 
at any time. The original target 
date was to have the cover-
ing complete by Memorial Day 
Weekend. Given the delay, the pool may 
not reopen until later in the summer.

The bid to rebuild the ball field com-
plex will also be reviewed tonight. Here 
again, timing is critical. If  we proceed with 
this construction project, the new facility 
could be ready for the upcoming softball 
season. Related to this project, the board 
will discuss a preliminary proposal and 
possible donation by Art and Angela Wil-
liams of  an ice skating rink. It could be in 
operation at the ball field beginning at the 
2015 Thanksgiving weekend and through 
the 2016 winter season.

My mayor’s report tonight will include 
a discussion of  an application by a Califor-
nia company, Advanced Hydro, to renew 
the town’s expired Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission license to operate a 
hydroelectric plant about 2,000 feet below 
the dam at Lake Sequoyah. It is also called 
a FERC license. This company proposes to 
use the building Highlands constructed on 
Forest Service land for power generation 
from 1916 to 1968. They propose con-
structing a 36 inch pipe/penstock system 
below the dam. Water over the dam would 
be channeled to a generator located in our 
old power building. They estimate that 
775 kilowatts could be generated at peak 
periods. That is about $200,000 worth of  
power per year. The green energy would 
be sold back to Duke. 

As it now stands, this revenue would 
go to the investing company, not the town 
of  Highlands. Highlands allowed this 
FERC license to expire in 1997, so Ad-
vance Hydro wants to take over our build-
ing and resume operations. The town al-
lowed this FERC license to expire in 1997.

Interestingly, the public announce-

ment for the application appeared 
in the Franklin Press, not in any 
Highlands newspapers. As an in-
terested party, Highlands has the 
option to respond to this initial 
application to FERC. Approval 
of  this application is a long shot. 
Nevertheless, I will request board 
permission to submit a letter of  
concern and interest. Bob Frye, 
the town manager, will give his 
assessment and advice about this 
process.

On another note, some folks 
have questioned why the town 

eliminated the postcard utility bills for a 
more costly envelope billing system. Com-
missioners questioned the costs before ap-
proving the new statement format. After 

Town projects subject of tonight’s  
Town Board meeting
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• See COMMERCE page 10

...MAYOR continued from page 2
some initial startup costs, the new system will be no more expensive than the postcard 
system. It will also provide more options such as electronic, paperless billing for custom-
ers who elect to do so. The electronic bill will be automatically sent via the internet as 
soon as the statement is ready, therefore eliminating delays in the mailing of  statements 
to second home residents residing in distant towns. 

Hope to see you at tonight’s 7:00 pm meeting at the Highlands Conference Center 
next to the ball field. 

she helped establish the creation of  Duke 
Energy’s 24-hour customer service center. 
Although she had retired from Duke En-
ergy, when called on by McCrory to lead 
the state as the Secretary of  Commerce, 
Decker noted that she felt it was her re-
sponsibility to help rebuild North Caro-
lina’s economy. 

To a room full of  local government 
officials and business leaders, Decker out-
lined her 5-point plan to get towns and cit-
ies across North Carolina back on a sound 
economic footing. 

1)	 Health 
“The first point of  focus for any area 

is to have a solid health industry,” said 
Decker. “When companies are looking to 
relocate or expand, they first look at the 
area’s health options and benefits for po-
tential employees.” 

Decker praised Macon County for 
taking advantage of  the outdoors and 
working with companies such as Duke 
Energy to create physical activity opportu-
nities through endeavors such as the Little 
Tennessee Greenway. 

“Having healthly employees is also 
something that all companies should strive 
for in order to be more successful,” said 
Decker. “Healthier employees mean lower 
insurance costs, and lower insurance costs 
mean more money in the pockets of  your 
employees as well as less expense needed 
by the company.”

Decker said as a state, one of  the fo-
cuses in the coming year is to revisit the 

plan to expand Medicaid in North Caro-
lina. Although originally the federal dollars 
attached to the Medicaid Expansion plan 
in the state were rejected, Decker said it is 
crucial to revisit that opportunity and see 
if  and how it can help the residents of  the 
state. 

According to Decker, Governor Pat 
McCrory has been quoted as saying he sup-
ports looking again at possible expanding 
Medicaid in the state which will not only 
bring additional jobs to North Carolina, 
but will also provide health coverage for a 
large group of  citizens. 

2) Education
Decker explained that the second point 

of  focus for rebuilding the state’s economy 
and attracting new jobs is a strong public 
education foundation. Praising the location 
of  Western Carolina University and South-
western Community College, Decker noted 
that Macon County is in a perfect position 
to take advantage of  secondary education 
and continued education training for vari-
ous industries. 

She also said Macon Early College, 
which allows high school students to take 
college classes toward earning an Associ-
ate degree, is a huge benefit for public edu-
cation. With a variety of  public education 
choices, companies can be assured that 
Macon County has made a commitment to 
educating the youth of  the region, as well 
as providing multiple opportunities for 
continuing education for adults. 

...COMMERCE continued from page 1



Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020
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• Highlands Dining •

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.25

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open 7 days a week
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

...HARVESTING continued from 
page 1

137 Main Street (Wright Sq.) • 828-526-8800

Includes: 6 pcs. California Roll; 2 pcs Gyoza and White Rice
Choice of General Tso’s or Sesame Style

Chicken, Vegetable, Tofu, Pork, Steak, Shrimp or Tempura

BENTO BOX

Authentic Asian Cuisine
Open 7 days a week • 11a to 9p

Daily LUNCH Special 11a to 2:30p
$9.95 (includes ice tea)

To better meet the communities’ healthcare needs, 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital has opened a new Out-
patient Services Department. The Outpatient Services 
Department is where ALL registrations for laboratory, 
radiology, respiratory, and infusion procedures will oc-
cur. The Outpatient Services Department is in the for-
mer surgical center at the hospital. Directional signs will 
be placed within the hospital to assist with this transition. 

“This new department at Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital should make the registration process easier for all 
patients registering for outpatient procedures,” stated 
Director of  Patient Care Services, Kathy Crist, RN. “In 
addition, all of  the registration staff  looks forward to 
more efficiently serving the needs of  our patients,” com-
mented Crist.

If  anyone has any questions about where to receive 
any services at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, please call 
828-526-1200 for more information. 

New Outpatient Services 
Department at HCH

Park.
The proposed plan has garnered both opposition 

from conservationists and support from game hunters. 
Conservation groups are concerned that the proposed 
logging will negate the work to restore and preserve recre-
ation possibilities in the forests. 

Representatives with the Southern Environmental 
Law Center have been quoted opposing the measure due 
to the lack of  focus the management plan places on areas 
of  the national forest that have been previously destroyed 
due to past logging efforts. 

In addition to failing to focus on the restoration of  
damaged spots in the forest, the law center cautions that 
the proposed management plan would repeat past mis-
takes and put the healthiest areas of  both the Pisgah and 
Nantahala National Forests literally on the chopping block. 

While the 700,000 acres is proposed in the manage-
ment plan, the rate in which that would be logged is un-
clear. The plan calls for an increase in logging in coming 
years compared to the past, but does not clearly define at 
what rate or how much of  an increase. 

Furthermore, no area of  the forests are off  limits, and 
there is language in the plan to develop roads and access 
to untouched backcountry for the intention of  timber pro-
duction. 

Supporters of  the plan say that logging the forests will 
benefit game hunters and will open up greater possibilities 
for hunting and recreation related to wildlife. While the ar-
eas are open for potential logging, the designation for the 
700,000 is for overall forest management, with claims that 
it will help balance the needs of  wildlife habitat, timber 
production, recreational users, and water resources. 

Timber production for wildlife is conducted because 
wildlife flourishes in new growth areas, therefore by log-
ging or cutting a section of  a forest, the new growth habi-
tat is ideal for the forests’ wildlife. 

Currently, logging is permitted within 527,705 acres 
of  the forests. That has been the case since 1987 when 
the exiting management plan was established. The newly 

identified 164,000 acres, as conservationists have repeat-
edly noted, are located within areas of  the forests which 
have been long fought to be protected. 

In Macon County, one of  those sacred areas is Tellico 
Bald. An untouched primitive forest patch, the Tellico Gap 
area intertwines with the Appalachian Trail and provides 
hiking and other outdoor recreation. Tellico Bald is a peak 
of  5,200 feet and is one of  many destination for visitors 
to the area. 

Earlier this year, Macon County commissioners joined 
forces with other western North Carolina counties asking 
Congress not to designate additional forests as wilderness 
areas, thus supporting the increased logging. 

Western North Carolina counties sent a resolution to 
lawmakers regarding the management of  local forest lands. 

At a meeting of  the Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners earlier this year, representing the conservation 
group the Ruffed Grouse Society, local resident Tim Gray 
spoke to the board urging members to pass a resolution 

against the designation of  more wilderness areas in the 
Nantahala National Forest. Gray informed the board that 
other counties such as Cherokee County had passed simi-
lar resolutions and supported the measure. 

The resolution, which was unanimously approved by 
commissioners, outlines Macon County’s stance against 
designating additional areas of  the forest as wilderness 
areas. By designating additional areas of  the National For-
est as wilderness areas, the use of  those areas would be 
restricted and will hinder the timber and old growth man-
agement.

The U.S. Forest Service’s currently proposed plan 
falls in line with the commissioners’ stance earlier this year 
to be able to utilize the local resources in Macon County. 

To comment on the proposed Pisgah-Nantahala 
National Forest plan, email NCplanrevision@fs.fed.us 
or mail written comments to National Forests in North 
Carolina, Nantahala-Pisgah Plan Revision, 160 Zillicoa St. 
Suite A, Asheville, NC 28801.
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Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner Daily
beginning at 5:30p

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
Dinner 

Thurs.- Mon. 
at 5:30p 

Sunday Brunch
11a to 2p

(Open every night 
Thanksgiving Week)
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Now open for lunch and dinner from
11a-11p on Main Street!

3-station lunch buffet $13.95.
For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

Now Open 
7 days a week

• Highlands Dining •

Dinner: Tues.-Sat. 5 to 9p 
Lunch: Wed.-Sat. 11:30a to 2p

Sunday Brunch 11a to 2p

490 Carolina Way

828-526-1019

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

at The Main 
Street Inn

270 Main Street 
(828) 526-2590

Serving Lunch & Dinner Daily  
starting at 11:30 a.m.

info@mainstreet-inn.com

Now taking 
Thanksgiving Buffet

Reservations!

Closed Monday and Tuesday

Open
Mon.-Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
We Cater!

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Serving 
Thanksgiving 

Dinner
from 1-5 pm. 
$55 adults, 

kids $26
Call for 

Reservations!

...HUNGER GAMES continued from page 1

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper 
and online at  

www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 
For information, call 
828-200-1371 or 

email: highlandseditor@aol.com

the second film in the series,” said Cain Haley of  High-
lands. “A friend of  mine, whose cat was in the Garfield 
movie, recommended my Maine Coon cats and when visit-
ing cat shows, scouts said they kept hearing about my cats.”

Cain breeds cats – she has 10 – and travels all over the 
US participating in cat shows and actually has several cats 
that are in commercials. 

When the folks from the Hunger Games first called her 
three years ago, she said no to the offer. However, after the 
public relations person from the Cat Fanciers Association 
said there is always an animal control officer on site to en-
sure the animals’ safety, she changed her mind.

“I let them come and see Rion, and they said he was 
the one. We went to Atlanta to meet with the director and 
the writer, and they hired him.” 

Next they needed a stunt double for Buttercup so 
again, they looked all over the US, but couldn’t find a cat 
who could literally “do the trick.” 

“I told them I didn’t know if  he (Josh) would do it in 
front of  200 extras, but I also had another Maine Coon cat 
who might be up for the part. They hired him, and you will 
see, he did a great job!” she said.

All three – Rion, Josh and Indy – play Buttercup, but 
so far Indy hasn’t been used. 

“I just had her at the set in case we needed her,” said 
Cain. “Rion stays in one spot the best and Josh plays and 
runs the best. He was recommended for the stunt dou-
ble part because he loves to show off  for the crowds at 
shows,” she said.

Both Josh and Rion have shown, and Rion is a RW 
SGCA GP. In cat show language that is good, said Cain. 
Once Rion won all his awards he retired, but he came out 
of  retirement to do movies and commercials.

According to Cain, commercials pay better than mov-
ies “but everyone wants to do movies.”

She said the pay is nothing you can retire on and cats 
certainly don’t make what the stars make, “but, in a film 
like Hunger Games, you stay in a great hotel, have a driver, 
and the meals are great – there are always two carving sta-
tions at lunch!” she said laughing.

Highlands’ cats, Rion and Josh, stars of  The Hunger 
Games, will be on hand for the Highlands Playhouse open-
ing of  the The Hunger Games “Mockingjay I” on Thursday, 

Nov. 20 at 7pm before the start of  the movie at 8pm. 
That night, The Best of  Me will show at 2 and 5 p.m., 

only.
Rion and Josh who both have roles in the Hunger 

Game movies will be available for photographs and dona-
tions for the Cashiers-Highlands Humane Society will be 
accepted. Cain Haley will be on hand to answer questions.

In addition, the night of  Nov. 20, Wild Thyme, Pes-
cados and some other restaurants will be donating money 
to the local shelter if  patrons mention the name “Butter-
cup” to the waiter. 

“We encourage everyone to have a great night out 
on November 20th before the premier of  the movie and 
remember to say “Buttercup,” said Cain.

The Hunger Games MockingJay Part 1 will show 
Fri., Nov. 21 through Thurs., Dec. 11 everyday accept 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 2, 5, and 8 p.m. 

• The Hunger Games is a series of  four science-fiction 
dystopian action adventure films from Lionsgate based 
on The Hunger Games novels by the American author Su-
zanne Collins. The series is produced by Nina Jacobson 
and stars Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson and Liam 
Hemsworth as the three leading characters, Katniss Ever-
deen, Peeta Mellark and Gale Hawthorne. 

The first film, The Hunger Games, was released on 
March 23, 2012 and set records for opening day ($67.3 
million) and biggest opening weekend for a non-sequel 
film. At the time of  its release, the film’s opening weekend 
gross ($152.5 million) was the third-largest of  any film in 
North America. The film was both a critical and box of-
fice success.

The second film, The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, was 
released on November 22, 2013 and set the record for 
biggest opening weekend ever in the month of  Novem-
ber and the sixth-largest opening of  any film in North 
America at the time, with a total of  $158.1 million. The 
film was both a critical and financial success.

The third film, The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1, 
begins this week. It received positive reviews from early 
critics.

The fourth and final film, The Hunger Games: Mocking-
jay – Part 2, will be released on November 20, 2015.

– Kim Lewicki

With Rion and Josh, from left, their 
agent, Carol Tresan, and owner Cain 
Haley when Rion got 
“Celebrity Cat of the Year” from the 
Animal Health Institute in 
Washington DC where they met with 
Congress.
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...ARTISIANS continued from page 1

Corey James Gallery & Estate Consignment Boutique

828-526-4818 • 228 S. 3rd Street
(Corner of 3rd and Spring behind the Methodist Church)

Now liquidating many estate items 
at INCREDIBLE prices to the public: 

Western art, bronzes, paintings, furnishings,  
collectibles, antiques & more!

Open Everyday 
until Sundown

6

season – with extended hours on Black 
Friday and the day of  the Christmas Pa-
rade – and will feature homemade and 
handmade items.

Owner of  the building, Ben Murray, 
hopes filling the space will make it more 
attractive as well as increase business at 
the café.

“This will be a great inside space for 
the local artisans to show and sell their 
products,” said organizer Darlene Marker. 
“We believe it will be a win/win for all!”

According to Zoning Director Josh 
Ward, retail is permitted in Café 460’s B-1 
zone and the Holiday Artisans Market will 
simply replace the retail/pharmacy that 
was previously there. 

Products expected to be available 
for purchase are soy candles, teas, spices, 
herbal pillows & other Marker Mountain 
products, hand milled wheat and holi-
day breads, handmade furniture, knitted 
scarves and hats, hand-turned wooden 
bowls, salt and pepper grinders, home-
made jams and jellies, handmade jewelry, 
wine bottle art, Christmas ornaments, 
hand-painted silk scarves, pottery, aprons 
and kitchen items, ironwork, photography 
and other handmade gifts.

All participating artisans are from 
Highlands, Cashiers and Franklin and all 
products are handmade by the artisans. 

According to Marker, the selection of  
vendors will vary from week to week, but 
all will be in attendance for December 6, 
the day of  the Christmas Parade. 

On the day of  the Christmas Parade, 
the hours will be extended from 9a to 5p.

The group expects to have their sign 
approved and in hand by Saturday.

Anyone interested in participating is 

urged to contact Darlene Marker at Mark-
er Mountain markermountain@swva.net.

– Kim Lewicki

Sat – 11/22: 10a-4p
(Black Friday) Fri – 11/28: 10a-4p

Sat – 11/29: 10a-4p

(Parade) Sat – 12/6: 9a-5p
Sat – 12/13: 10a-4p
Sat – 12/20: 10a-4p

Holiday Artisans Market Hours
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Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at  
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or 
email: highlandseditor@aol.com

Bob Wilson

•Tell Tales•

Elmer was sitting on his 
front porch sipping some 
moonshine smoking one 

of  those $600 Bill Clinton cigars 
when Bob “just happened to 
walk by.” Of  course we all know 
it was no coincidence. Bob had 
the uncanny ability to appear out 
of  nowhere at the right time.

Elmer, as most of  you know, 
is one of  the world’s greatest phi-
losophers and thinkers.

Not only that, he was an inventor and 
his invention of  a diaper for dogs with 
weak bladders earned him millions.

“OK, sonny, quit playing games. 
Come on up and set in a rocking chair and 
we’ll chat for a while.”

Pretending to not having noticed El-
mer, Bob tried to act surprised at seeing 
him but accepted his invite. He was also 
looking forward to a shot of  moonshine 
and was soon ensconced in a rocking chair 
on the porch.

“What’s on your mind today, sonny?”
Well, gee, I was really thinking about how 

the Republicans had taken both houses. What did 
get my attention is that they are now talking big 
about repealing Obamacare. Whad dya think?

“You want my honest opinion?”
Yeah, I do, right between the eyes.
“It would be downright stupid unless 

the Republicans have something better to 
replace it.”

Do they?
“So far, I haven’t heard any ideas com-

ing from them. But, I will say that if  they 
take a second look at the proposal John 
Mackey, CEO of  Whole Foods, made a 
few years ago they might come up with a 
winner. I don’t think we will ever manage 
to provide medical insurance for the en-
tire population because people, especially 
young people, don’t think they need medi-
cal insurance. There are also groups such 
as drug dealers and other nefarious charac-
ters who will never buy it. Don’t know how 
reliable the figures are but I’ve heard that 
15 million to 30 million folks just won’t 
buy it, no matter what.”

Many of  them can get away with it because 
they know that federal law requires emergency 
rooms to treat them, insurance or not. But, tell me 
about John Mackey’s plan.

“Sonny, you can look it up on Google. 
John Mackey has a web site called ‘Con-
scious Capitalism’ that includes a complete 
description of  his plan. In a nutshell, it gets 
the trial lawyers out of  the picture who are 
driving our medical costs sky-high. It al-
lows companies to provide coverage for 
their employees and deduct the cost from 

Republicans alternative better be good!
their taxes. It also allows indi-
viduals to open savings accounts 
they can put money into them 
to cover higher deductibles and 
cut their premiums. They can 
also deduct the premiums from 
their taxes. It also allows insur-
ance companies to sell insurance 
across state lines which would 
increase competition amongst 
them.

You can look it up, sonny 
but that’s the essential parts of  the plan.”

Yeah, but what about Medicare and Med-
icaid?

“That would continue as usual. You 
and I paid into Medicare for around 50 
years so that must continue. We put our 
money in and expect a return on our in-
vestment. Not our fault the government 
spent our money on other stuff.”

Sounds like a Libertarian view of  medical 
insurance.

“It is. But don’t forget when John 
Mackey made his proposal, all the wackos 
came out of  hiding and slammed it. The 
Vegans didn’t like it, the Leftists didn’t 
like it, even the animal rights groups were 
against it. Sonny, it was too logical for 
them and you know how neurotic twits 
are, logic and reason doesn’t come easy to 
them.”

Yeah, I remember some of  them even picket-
ed Whole Foods stores demanding his resignation.

“Well, as I said, those Republicans 
had better be ready to replace Obamacare 
with something better or they’re going 
to look pretty foolish. Hopefully, some-
thing that won’t turn into the bureaucratic 
nightmare facing us now. 

In the end, what’s the point of  it all 
if  we still end up with millions of  folks 
still not insured and at that rate, we’ll have 
gone through all this for nothing. And 
worse, medical costs are still rising. We 
were told it would cost less but find it is 
more expensive.”

The Kaiser came up with a program in 
1898 that has done well for Germans but keep 
in mind they had a very small population com-
pared to what we have in the U.S. right now. 
And, they didn’t have millions of  illegal aliens to 
deal with either. 

“Sonny, I’ve got a hot date tonight 
and I need to get dressed so if  you’ll ex-
cuse me, finish your moonshine and allow 
me to depart.”

Thanks again, Elmer. 
• Purely by accident, Bob has found 

that he actually has two readers, not 
counting his wife.
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 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome. 

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

NEW LOCATION!
Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

& Maggie Rogers 
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 29 years on high  
quality merchandise and service that is second to none.

Main St, Oak Square, Highlands  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 • Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

(828) 526-5759
www.shirazruggalleries.com

• Expert  
Hand-Cleaning 
• Restoration & 

Appraisals
• We purchase 

old rugs

Florida Showrooms: Naples, Orlando, Sarasota & Tampa

END of SEASON
SALE

40%-75% reg. item 
85% off Red Tag Sale
30% off hand cleaning 

& repairs

3) Economic Development 
North Carolina has an untapped mar-

ket of  possible job growth and creation ac-
cording to Decker. Half  of  the job growth 
which has been experienced in North 
Carolina has been from the expansion of  
existing businesses. Decker touted this as 
an excellent example of  the restoration of  
a broken economy.

“When existing businesses are ex-
panding and creating more jobs, it is a great 
indicator that here in North Carolina we 
take care of  the jobs that we have, which is 
extremely important,” she said. “When so 
much of  our job growth has been within 
existing businesses, it leaves a huge market 
for new jobs and new industries to come 
into the state.” 

4) Infrastructure 
When discussing growth in any area, 

one of  the main focuses is the improve-
ment and maintenance of  infrastructure. 
When it comes to the state’s economy, in-
frastructure remains a focus for Decker. 

“We need to invest in our ports,” said 
Decker. “We export less than 2 percent of  
the goods we produce here in the state. We 
need to increase that.” 

She said the core of  any economy, 
especially here in rural North Carolina, is 
small business growth. 

“Sixty percent of  the businesses in the 
state employ 50 people or less. We need to 
develop measures to help our state’s small 
businesses. We need tax reform that is go-
ing to protect our businesses and make it 
possible to grow and to reach the interna-
tional markets.”

5) Arts, Tourism and Culture 
In North Carolina, the tourism indus-

try is a $20 billion a year industry. With the 
natural resources and attractions in western 
North Carolina, Decker explained that this 
region of  the state stands to benefit signifi-
cantly from the arts, tourism and culture 
industry. 

“During the last two years, tourism is 

the only industry that has grown in all 100 
counties in the state,” said Decker. “This 
category focuses on insuring the quality of  
life for citizens, and quality of  life is more 
valuable than money to a lot of  people. At 
the end of  the day, companies don’t come 
or stay in an area if  they don’t like the area. 
The rest of  the world does not live like we 
do here in North Carolina. Once they get 
a little taste, they are sold.”

Decker finished her address to local 
business owners by encouraging everyone 
to be committed to the community. Giv-
ing the example that her own children had 
influential people in their lives who made 
a significant impact, Decker encouraged 
those in attendance to be impactful on the 
lives of  children who are not theirs.

“As leaders in this community, you 
have the opportunity to make a differ-
ence,” said Decker. “Sometimes, even 
when we have the best parents and au-
thority figures possible in our lives, it takes 
someone different to make a difference. 
You can be that person for a child in this 
community. Whether it is someone at your 
church, someone at a place you volunteer, 
or just a complete stranger, love a child 
that isn’t yours. Be there for them. Be-
cause you may be the only person that is. 
Reaching the children in this community 
helps them as they grow into adults who 
will in turn become productive, contribut-
ing members of  society. So I beg you, love 
a child that isn’t yours. Be the difference 
for that child.” 

After addressing local government 
and business leaders, Decker joined Ma-
con County Commissioner Chairman 
Kevin Corbin and Economic Develop-
ment Director for Macon County Tommy 
Jenkins on a tour of  home-grown busi-
nesses in the county. From Drake Soft-
ware, to Duotech, to Tektone, Decker was 
able to meet local workers and talk with 
businesses about what makes working and 
living in Macon County so great. 

Executive Director of Highlands Area Chamber of Commerce attended the Secretary of 
Commerce’s presentation last Friday.
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

•Highlands School Winter Sports •
HMS Girls Basketball Team

Left: Kedra McCall (2), Abby Olvera (4),Bailey Schmitt (5), Han-
nah Holt (10),Tristan Castro (11),Morgan Olvera (12, Katie McCall 
(14),Chela Green (20), Jeslyn Head (22),Sayla Roman (23), Gra-
cie Forrester (32), Managers Grace Crowe and Alexsis Healey and 
Coach Michelle Munger.

For advertising information, 
call  

828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

Middle School Basketball
The teams traveled to Blue Ridge on Monday, Nov. 17 to face 

the Bobcats.
The Lady Highlanders came out playing aggressively on defense 

but Coach Michelle Munger feels they need to work more toward 
being aggressive on offense.

Although the girls lost 34 to 24, Coach said they played well for 
their first game. Their next game is today, Thursday, Nov. 20 at Vic-
tory. Results will be in the Nov. 26 edition.

The boys came out very strong for their first game in the regu-
lar season. They also played aggressively, rebounding well inside and 
shooting well outside. They came out with an impressive win against 
Blue Ridge 42 to 26.

Varsity Basketball
On Friday, Nov. 14, the boys and girls teams travelled to Towns 

County for a scrimmage game.
The girls took a 56 to 43 loss and the boys lost, too, 73-33.
Their next game will also be a scrimmage game (girls only). They 

will travel to Smoky Mountain. 
Their first regular season game will be Tuesday, Dec. 2 at home 

against Blue Ridge.
– Sierra Nylund
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•Highlands Area Events •
Ongoing
• The Cub and Boy Scouts 

of America have three drop 
offs for worn and tattered flags. 
They properly retire them. 
Drop offs at Highlands Doors 
and Windows 2242 Dillard 
Road, the Highlands Fire Sta-
tion or Highlands United Meth-
odist Church office. Contact 
Phil Potts for more information 
828 526-3719

Through Dec. 16
• Fruit sale by the HS Ju-

nior Class. Mondays Oranges, 
Small juice oranges, Grapefruit, 
Tangelos, and Tangerines. And it 
is $20 per box. The pick up for 
the fruit will be Tuesday, De-
cember 16 at Highlands school 
between 3:30 and 5!

• Shortoff Baptist Church 
hosts a non-denominational 
Men’s Meeting the first Mon-
day night of each month at 7 
pm and all men are invited to 
attend. 

Tuesdays

restaurant during the Thankful 
for Books event will be 
donated to Read2Me to help 
fund things such as the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library 
and literacy training days for 
parents to help teach parents 
how to raise a reader. Just by 
dining out with your family, you 
will be making a contribution 
to the program and helping 
Read2Me in their mission of 
proving that “Reading Matters 
in Macon County.” Participating 
restaurants include: Gazebo 
Creekside Cafe, The Boiler 
Room Steakhouse, The Sunset 
Restaurant, Gondolas, The 
House of Luck, and Motor 
Company Grill.

Sat., Nov 22
• The Nantahala Hiking 

Club will take a moderate-to-
strenuous 8-mile hike, elevation 
change 800 ft., to the “great 
wall” in Panthertown Val-
ley, near Cashiers, descending 
into the valley, passing Granny 
Burrell Falls to climb the wall 
on steps cut into the granite 
rock. Meet in Franklin in Bi-Lo 
parking area at 8:30 am, drive 
60 miles round trip. Call leader: 
Gail Lehman, 524-5298, for res-
ervations. 

• MET Opera Live in HD to 
present the Barber of Seville at 
the Performing Arts Center on 
Saturday. The Met’s production 
of Il Barbiere di Siviglia, is Ros-
sini’s classic comedy with some 
of the most recognizable melo-
dies in all of opera. It begins at 
12:55pm and the Pre-opera dis-
cussion, led by Beverly Pittman, 
begins at 12:30pm. Tickets ($24 
Adults & $20.40 for PAC and 
MET Members) are available 
online: highlandspac.org or call 
828-526-9047. Performing Arts 
Center, 507 Chestnut Street.

Sun., Nov 23
• The Nantahala Hiking 

Club will take an easy 2.5 mile 
hike, elevation change 150 ft., 
on the Bartram Trail from Wal-
lace Branch near Franklin, pass-
ing two small waterfalls along 
the way, returning on a forest 
service road. Meet in Franklin 
at Westgate Plaza at 2 pm, drive 

MET Opera Live in HD to present the Barber of Seville at the Performing Arts Center on Saturday, 
November 22. The Met’s effervescent production of Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Rossini’s classic comedy 
– featuring some of the most instantly recognizable melodies in all of opera – stars Isabel Leonard 
as the feisty Rosina, Lawrence Brownlee as her conspiring flame, and Christopher Maltman as the 
endlessly resourceful and charming barber, himself. Michele Mariotti conducts the vivid and tuneful 
score. The MET Opera begins at 12:55pm and the Pre-Opera discussion, lead by Beverly Pittman, 
begins at 12:30pm. Tickets ($24 Adults & $20.40 for PAC and MET Members) are available online: 
highlandspac.org or by calling 828.526.9047. ML Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street, 
Highlands.

‘Barber of Seville’ coming to PAC Sat., Nov. 22 
through MET Opera Live HD

• Free Community Table 
Dinner at the Community Bldg. 
at 6p.

• Zumba at the Rec Park at 
8:05a. $5.

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9a.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 

9:05a. $5
Mon.-Sat.
• Nantahala Tennis Club 

meets 9a-12 noon, at Highlands 
Civic Center, tennis courts. $2 
per person, and all visitors are 
welcome! 

Wednesdays
• First Baptist Church is 

happy to present a new season 
of X-treme Games at the High-
lands Rec. Park. The games will 
be held Wednesday nights from 
6 to 7:15 pm, starting Septem-
ber 10th. For more information 
or to pre-register your k - 6th 
grade child, please call 526-4153. 

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hud-

son Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies 

at Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 
828-526-3031 for titles.

1st & 3rd Thursdays
• Free local ongoing support 

group for caregivers. Are you in-
volved with the care of a loved 
one who is physically or mentally 
facing challenges? Sponsored by 
The Counseling and Psycho-
therapy Center of Highlands and 
the Highlands United Methodist 
Church, this group meets at 4PM 
at Room 203 at the Peggy Cros-
by Center. Facilitated by Bonnie 
Gramlich, a licensed professional. 
Drop in or call for further info, 
828.342.0546. 

Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Car-

ol at Hudson Library 10:40am. 
Open to the public. 

• Highlands Writers’ Group 
meets every Thursday from 
1-3:30 pm at Hudson Library. 

Writers of all genres welcome. 
For info call 526-8009 or 526-
2295.

• NAMI (National Alliance 
on Mental Illness)offers a peer 
support group for individuals 
that are dealing with depression, 
anxiety, PTSD, bipolar, schizo-
phrenia, etc. and the family mem-
bers or friends of loved ones 
dealing with these challenges. 
Join us in a safe, confidential 
environment to share concerns 
and gain insight. Join us for our 
Weekly Support Group from 7 
– 8:15 pm @ 14 West Palmer 
Street in Franklin NC, email dc-
withnami@yahoo.com, Donita 
(828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needle-

point Guild meets at the High-
lands Rec Park at 10 a.m. New-
comers welcomed.

Last Fri. of each month
• Weight Watchers support 

group meets every Thursday at 
6pm at the Cashiers Commu-
nity Center. Questions? Call Lisa 
828-506-3555 

Fri. & Sat.
• The Historical Society Mu-

seum is open.
Saturdays
• Free wine tastings at 

MountainTop Wine Shoppe from 
1-3p.

Sundays 
• At Highlands Inn, Sequoyah 

Room at 4:30 pm. Multi-denom-
inational, Interactive Bible Study 
and Fellowship. Open to all. 

Through Dec. 11
• Movie at The Playhouse: 

Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 
1. Showtimes, Fri., Sat., Sun., Mon. 
& Thurs. 2p, 5p and 8p. No mov-
ies on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Thurs., Nov. 20
• Movie at the Playhouse: 

The Best of Me at 2 & 5p and 
Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 
1 at 8 p.m.

• Read2Me is teaming up 
with local restaurants for the 
first annual “Thankful for Books” 
event. Read2Me will provide 
participating restaurants with a 
basket of books for families to 
enjoy while they dine. A portion 
of the proceeds made from each 
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6-miles round trip. Call leader: 
Jean Hunnicutt, 828-524-5234, 
for reservations. Visitors wel-
come, no dogs please.

• The Nantahala Hiking 
Club will take a moderate 2.2-
mile hike, elevation change 400 
ft., on Tennessee Rock Trail at 
Black Rock Mt. State Park near 
Clayton GA. This is a loop trail, 
near the Eastern Continental 
Divide, with views of the sur-
rounding area. Call leader Joyce 
Jacques, 410-852-7510, for res-
ervations. 

Mon., Nov 24
• The Nantahala Hiking 

Club will take a moderate-to-
strenuous 9.6-mile hike, eleva-
tion change 1300, from Wind-
ing Stair to 5216 ft. high Siler 
Bald, with 360 degree views 
and a large grassy area for pic-
nic lunches. Meet in Franklin 
at Westgate Plaza at 8:30 am, 
drive 22 miles round trip. Call 
leaders Diana Otera/Rudolph 
Buchholz, 765-318-9981, for 
reservations. Visitors welcome, 
no dogs please. 

• North and South Jackson 
County Republicans will meet 
on Monday, at Ryans in Sylva at 
6 PM to eat and 6:30 to meet. 
Mid-term election statistics for 
federal, state and county offices 
will be reported. Plans for the 
annual prayer breakfast sched-
uled for Saturday, December 
6th will be finalized. Republi-
cans, voters and others inter-
ested are invited to attend. For 
Jackson County GOP informa-
tion, please call Ralph Slaugh-
ter @ 828 743-6491, email: 
jacksonctygop@yahoo.com 
or go to the website www.
jacksoncountygop.com where 
news items, email and phone 
numbers for elected officials 
and announcements of coming 
events are covered. Like us on 
Facebook at Jackson County 
Republican Party.

Tues., Nov. 25
• Highlands Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner – A Min-
istry of the Churches of High-
lands at 6 pm at the Highlands 
Rec. Park. The entire meal will 
be procured and prepared by 

David Bee on behalf of the local 
churches. This year there will be 
many different opportunities to 
serve and assist for volunteers. 
Please contact Carrie Coen at 
the First Baptist Church of High-
lands if you would like to volun-
teer or for more information. 
828-526-4153

Fri., Nov. 28
• At PAC the Friday after 

Thanksgiving, Jason D Williams. 
Enthusiastic, Reckless, Stormy…
Rock & Roll in its natural state. 
Call today, most of the concerts 
last year were sold out. High-
lands PAC 507 Chestnut Street, 
Highlands www.highlandspac.
org.

Sat., Nov. 29
• Annual Lightning of the 

town Christmas Tree, carolling 
and visits with Santa at 6:30p

• The Nantahala Hiking Club 
will take a moderate-to-stren-
uous 9.5-mile hike, elevation 
change 900 ft., to Cabin Flats in 
the Great Smoky Mountains, fol-

lowing Bradley Fork to an old log-
ging camp. Meet at Oconaluftee 
Visitor Center in Cherokee at 
9:00 am. Round trip from Visitor 
Center, 8 miles, from Franklin, 72 
miles. Call leader Keith Patton, 
828-456-8895, for reservations. 
Hike limited to 15 people. 

• The Nantahala Hiking 
Club will take a strenuous 10-
mile hike, elevation change 700 
ft., to Charlie’s Bunion in the 
Great Smoky Park, starting at 
Newfound Gap on the Appala-
chian Trail for 4 miles to great 
view. Returning, the group may 
take the Boulevard Trail to the 
Jump Off for another spectacu-
lar view. Meet at Huddle House 
in Dillsboro at 7:30 am, drive 70 
miles round trip. Call leader Don 
O’Neal, 828-586-5723 for reser-
vations. Able visitors welcome.

Sun., Nov 30
• Walk with the Nantaha-

la Hiking Club in the Franklin 
Christmas Parade and help hand 
out granola bars and pencils along 

•Highlands Area Events •

Highlands’ cats, Rion and Josh, stars of  The Hunger 
Games, will be on hand for the opening of  the The Hunger 
Games “Mockingjay I” on Thursday, Nov. 20 at 7pm before 
the start of  the movie at 8pm. 

Rion and Josh who both have roles in the Hunger Game 
movies will be available for photographs both days. We will be 
asking for a donation to go to the Humane Society. Bring your 
cell phone to take your photo with the stars.

Cain Haley will be on hand to answer any questions at the 
event.

Wild Thyme, Pescados and some other restaurants will be 
donating money to the local shelter if  the patrons mention the 
name Buttercup to the waiter. We encourage everyone to have 
a great night out on November 20th before the premier of  the 
movie. Make your reservation now for November 20th at one 
of  these restaurants and say “Buttercup.”

Please come and join us for this great cause!

Celebrity Cats

the route. Pets on leash and fami-
lies welcome! Pizza at Vitos after 
the parade. Phone leader Bill Van 
Horn 828-369-1983 for info on 
meeting place and time.

Sat., Dec. 6
• Annual Christmas Parade 

on Main Street Highlands at 11a..
• The Nantahala Hiking Club 

will take an easy 2-mile hike along 

Mud Creek with very little el-
evation change, to Mud Creek 
Falls, a beautiful clear creek and 
falls despite the name, near Sky 
Valley, GA. Wear sturdy shoes 
and bring water. We will have an 
early supper at Mountain Man 
Restaurant in Dillard on the re-
turn. Call leader Joyce Jacques, 
410-852-7510, for reservations 

J a s o n  D  W i l l i a m s , 
Back by Popular Demand, 
at the Highlands PAC on 
Friday, November 28, 8pm. 
Enthus ias t i c. . .Reck less. . .
Stormy...Rock & Roll in its 
natural state.

The Kansas City Star 
Pronounced Jason D. Williams 
as “the past and future of  rock 
& roll.” The Beacon Journal 
dubbed him as “The worlds 
greatest piano player.” Most 
importantly this reminds you 
of  why you got into rock & 
roll in the first place, to get a 
little wild. After seeing a live 
show there will be no doubt 
why fans and critics alike agree 
with that summation of  the 
dynamic piano player from 
Memphis. Jason D. has the same 
musical innovation and on the 
edge attitude as Jerry Lee and 
Elvis. Jason’s’ style is difficult 
to describe. From Classical to 
Rockabilly to Country to Jazz 
and on to Rock & Roll, Jason D. 
adapts to each different concert 
setting he performs.

Williams has learned a 
lot from the masters who 
earned their musical stripes at 
Sun (Recording) – including 

Kick off your Holiday Season with 
Jason D Williams

the artist he normally gets 
compared to, Jerry Lee Lewis. 
(In the 1989 film Great Balls of  
Fire, Williams’ hands appeared 
in the piano-playing scenes.) 
If  you’ve ever seen Williams 
on stage, he has much the 
same intense performance 
style as Lewis and many other 
artists of  the day, which is a 
contrast to his soft-spoken 
nature. “That’s a switch that 
a lot of  entertainers have. 
They’re normal one minute, 
and then the next they are 
setting themselves on fire.” 
The influence of  Lewis comes 
through in his high-energy 
performances, Williams says, 
but his songs get him to a 
different place. As he says, 
“It’s Jerry Lee Lewis meets 
Jackson Pollock and Jerry Lee 
Lewis meets Joe Namath.” “I 
will always revere Jerry Lee 
Lewis,” Williams says. “Jerry 
Lee always likes to say he did 
everything in one take and I like 
that approach.”

Tickets are available online: 
highlandspac.org or by calling 
828.526.9047. Highlands PAC 
507 Chestnut Street Highlands 
NC 
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The Highlands Playhouse would like 
to welcome you to the greatest art collec-
tion in history.

For the very first time Ultra HD 
film cameras have been allowed inside 
the Vatican Museums and Sistine Chapel, 
bringing never before seen art to theaters 
across the US just in time for the holiday 
season.

The Vatican Museums is a mega-
production by a team of  40 profession-
als who travelled hundreds of  miles in the 
cultural setting of  the Vatican Museums 
while filming some of  the most rare and 

precious works of  art in the world, span-
ning all civilizations and epochs. Thanks 
to a combination of  the cutting-edge tech-
niques used for cinema by James Cameron 
and Tim Burton, audiences can now fully 
immerse themselves in the timeless master-
pieces of  art history. Admire the paintings 
of  Caravaggio, touch Laocoön and the Bel-
vedere Torso, and feel swathed by the fig-
ures in the Sistine Chapel.

From the outstanding artistry of  clas-
sic statues to the Cast of  Michelangelo’s 
Pietà, right up to Fontana’s modern sculp-
tures; from paintings by Giotto, Leonardo 

da Vinci, Van Gogh, Chagall and Dalì; 
from the extraordinary frescos in the 
Rooms of  Raphael to the spectacular work 
by Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel, the-
ater audiences will experience the journey 
under the artful guidance of  the Director 
of  the Vatican Museums, Professor Anto-
nio Paolucci, who expertly leads us through 
the past, present and future.

The program includes 22 minutes of  
insightful "behind the scenes" extra fea-
tures, exclusive to theatrical audiences, as 
The Vatican Museums' Director, Professor 
Paolucci, the film's director Marco Piani-
giani, and the director of  photography re-
call both the challenges and the triumphs 
involved in the making of  this masterpiece.

Highlands Playhouse is thrilled to be 
able to offer this piece of  cinematic per-
fection to locals and visitors to the plateau. 
Tickets are only $12, which is much cheap-
er than going to the Vatican and will offer 
an even better experience than being there 
in person. Call the box office at 828 526 
2695 or stop by 362 Oak St to reserve your 
tickets. You won’t want to miss out on this 
special event.

The Highlands Playhouse invites you to view the  
Vatican’s art collection

•Biz/Org News•

The Rotary Club of Highlands held its weekly meeting on Veterans Day, Tuesday, No-
vember 11th at noon at the Highlands Community Building. The format of this meet-
ing was unlike any other. Instead of one featured guest speaker, in honor of the brave 
men and women who have fought to protect our nation’s freedom, each member of 
Highlands Rotary who served in the armed forces stood up to share their personal 
experiences of their time spent in the military defending our country and our citi-
zens. The stories and memories shared by these hometown heroes brought many a 
tear to the eyes of those in attendance. It was one of the most moving and heartfelt 
Rotary meetings in recent memory.  There were other veterans in attendance who 
are not Rotarians. 

Rotary salutes its veterans on Nov. 11
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft•

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

As November comes to 
an end and we settle into 
winter I reflect back on 

my years as a real estate broker 
and changes I have seen in this 
business as a whole. 

When I was broker-in-
charge at Harry Norman Real-
tors for seven years we had 
a storefront office with flyers 
of  our listings taped on the 
windows for all to see who 
walked past – usually while 
licking an ice cream cone 
from SweeTreats! 

Those days have been replaced by 
saavy buyers who go online and search 
properties before contacting us. 

When I opened Pat Allen Realty 
Group and relocated to 295 Dillard Road, 
I realized that clients want privacy and a 
conference room where we can meet to 
develop a relationship. Our expertise of  
the market then kicks in. Buyers have le-
gitimate questions and concerns and our 
responsibility as great brokers is to guide 
them through the entire process assuring 
a successful closing and sound invest-
ment.

There is a long check-list after the of-
fer is submitted and accepted. We work 
with a home inspector, appraiser, banker 
(if  a mortgage is involved), the closing at-
torney, utility companies and repairmen if  
so needed.

Buying or selling a home is an im-
portant financial endeavor and we take is 
seriously. 

I had an investor who called 
last week and had bought several 
lots – sight unseen at an auction 
– and asked what price we can 
put on them. 

Unfortunately he bought in 
an undesirable area that won’t 
yield much profit and it will take 

a long time to secure buyers. 
So my advice? Please contact 
us first before purchasing for 
our opinion of  what you are 
considering. We will guide you 
in the right direction. Auctions 

are risky to say the least!
This has been a great year for sales 

in the Highlands and Cashiers areas. I put 
three properties under contract this week 
and it is November! Keep looking online 
and when something piques your interest 
call us and let’s discuss the area, price, con-
dition of  the home, and resale value. We 
are here to help and will use our experience 
and knowledge to help with your decision 
and investment. 

The brokers at Pat Allen Realty Group 
wish all of  you a great Thanksgiving…
there is always so much to be thankful for. 
May your homes be filled with wonderful 
aromas, wonderful friends and family, and 
may love surround you all.

Pat Allen is owner/broker-in-charge 
of  Pat Allen Realty Group and is a Certi-
fied Luxury Home Marketing Specialist. 
Contact her firm at 828-526-8784, visit 
their website at patallenrealtygroup.com 
or stop by 295 Dillard Road –across from 
Highlands Paint and Decorating. 

Tourists Come and Tourists Go…

•Biz/Org News•

Ashby Underwood 
from YOGA High-
lands spoke about 
the benefits and 
rewards of YOGA 
which has been 
around over 2,500 
years. Underwood 
is pictured with Bill 
Zoellner, current 
President of High-
lands Mountaintop 
Rotary, receiving a 
gift for her presenta-
tion.

Health benefits of YOGA presented 
to MountainTop Rotary
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 9:15a Christian Education at Buck’s Coffee Cashiers 

Crossroads; 10:30a Faithful, Family Service w/ Music & 
Communion. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

Wednesdays –7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Eucharist Rite 1 8a in chapel; Education 
and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, 

(sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-

9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ) 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-

9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth:7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 7- Oct 26-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. Child Care - 10:30a - 12:30p 
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  

Youth 8th - 12th grade meets 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30p
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

• Spiritually Speaking • John 3:16

By Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist Church

I hope you will enjoy the holidays. Thanksgiving is next 
Thursday. Christmas next month. I like to reference 
these holidays, however, as holy-days. Indeed they are. 

American history verifies the first. Biblical history the sec-
ond. And therein lies my burden. I wonder if  you have 
felt the same?

In other words, in an increasingly narcissistic culture 
it is increasingly rare to find thankful people. If  someone 
believes something is owed to them or that they deserve 
something, then a thankful heart is missing. I hope you’re 
not like that. I hope you are thankful to a Holy God for 
giving you life and citizenship in this great country. Our 
liberty has been costly. It always will be. And it is worth 
the price. I encourage you to find a quiet place on Thanks-
giving and deliberately articulate your thanks to our great 
God. Will you do that?

Then, a word about Christmas. Some in our culture 
still celebrate this day as the birth of  Jesus Christ. Al-
though the actual birthdate is unknown, the story can be 
found in Luke 2. This is the account of  God becoming a 
man in the person of  His Son, Jesus Christ. He came to 
live, die and resurrect. He did this to pay the penalty of  
sin incumbent on the entire human race. Incredible! What 
wondrous love is this O my soul? 

John tells us that God loved us so much that He gave 
His only Son. So my encouragement to you is to give in Je-
sus’ name this Christmas. Pray over the gifts you purchase 
and give. Pray over a financial gift to your church and mis-
sion agencies. It really is more blessed to give than receive. 
You’ll have a great and constant battle on your hands 
however. Consumerism, frenetic schedules and “bigger 
is better” dominate the holiday advertisements. Nonethe-
less, you can move through those days with a deep seated 
peace. He is the Prince of  Peace. If  you don’t know Him, 
He longs for you to meet Him. If  you do know Him, He 
longs for you to know Him more intimately. May you be 
blessed and encouraged this holiday season. And experi-
ence great joy in the One who knows you the best and 
loves you the most.

Holy - Days
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Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon. 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Mon.-Thurs. 8a to 6p; Fri. & Sat. 8a to 7p
Sunday 9a till 6 p.m.

Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Peaches, blackberries, variety of apples including Honey Crisp,  
cantaloupe, watermelons, fresh baked bread, fritters, butter, cheese, 

eggs, squash, corn, beans, okra, jams, jellies, local honey,  
heirloom tomatoes and more!

Falling Waters is a 52 acre community just 2.5 miles 
from Main St. Secluded but not remote; peaceful, quiet and private.  
Mature hardwoods, giant Rhodies, Mountain Laurel and a plethora of 
wild flowers that take turns showing off thru the seasons. Two water-
falls & several creeks add charm & interest. Paved roads, underground 
utilities, newer homes built after 2000, no road noise, well maintained, 
a great place to take a walk!

Two lots sold this winter and a year round home is being 
built ... New cottage section opening soon!

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address: 78 Black Bear Trace Highlands, NC 28741
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just 
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths 

of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 
www.highlandsnchomesites.com 

Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  
prices & a guided tour. 

828-508-9952.

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at  
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call  
828-200-1371 or email: 

highlandseditor@aol.com

Old Edwards Hospitality 
Group announces the appoint-
ment of  Jack Austin as General 
Manager. Jack is a proven leader 
in the hospitality industry with 
over 15 years in the field. Jack 
has served as Assistant Rooms 
Director at Old Edwards Inn and 
Spa for more than four years. He 
will fill the GM position as Brian 
Crook transitions out to return 
to his home country of  England 
in February 2015. 

Old Edwards President, 
Richard Delany, says, “Admitted-
ly, it is very difficult to say good-
bye to not only a great person 
as Brian Crook, but such a key 
member of  the Highlands com-
munity and our Old Edwards 
family. We brought Brian in over 
six years ago to help establish a 
firm foundation for resort opera-
tions after the purchase and ma-
jor renovation by Art and Angela 
Williams. And now, we are very 
fortunate to have Jack Austin al-
ready on our team and accepting 
the position of  GM. The deci-
sion to move Jack Austin into 
the GM position at Old Edwards 
was, frankly, one of  the easiest 
staffing decisions I have made in 
my career. With our foundation 
now firmly in place, we all look 
forward to seeing Jack expand his 
talents, leadership and creativity 
to help lead Old Edwards Inn 
and Spa into the next era.” 

Also announced is the pro-
motion of  Karen Rogers to As-
sistant General Manager. Karen 
moves into this position after six 
very successful years as Rooms 
Director. Delany says, “We hand-
selected Karen when we first 
came to Old Edwards based on 
our association with her in the 
past. Karen has proven one of  
the most solid members of  our 
management team, and we are 
thrilled to have her now step into 
the position of  Assistant GM.”

Delany goes on to say, 
“While we love to welcome new 
talent into the Old Edwards fam-
ily, we always seek first to pro-
mote from within. We have a 

•Business/Organization News •

culture of  recognition and reward 
for excellence in service, and we 
are very fortunate to have such 
stellar candidates to elevate into 

Old Edwards Hospitality Group names Jack Austin as 
GM and Karen Rogers as Assistant General Manager

The Eckerd Living Center (ELC) at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital (HCH) 
recently hosted its “2nd Annual” Fall Festival. The festival was attend-
ed by local community families seeking a day of laughter and cheer; 
games, a cake walk, costumes and trick or treating were among the 
events enjoyed by all. Music was provided by the award winning 
C-Squares. We hope to have everyone attend the fun filled day of 
festivities again next year! Pictured left: Elizabeth Cline, resident of 
Eckerd Living Center.

2nd annual Fall Festival at Eckerd 
Living Center

these new positions, allowing oth-
er up-and-coming talent within 
the company to grow and expand 
their careers with us as well.” 

 Jack Austin Karen Rogers
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• Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police Log entries 

from Oct. 22. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public officials 
have been used. 

Oct. 22
• At 2:38 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a two-vehicle accident on S. 3rd 
Street.

Oct. 25
• At 6:45 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a two-vehicle accident on Main 
Street.

Oct. 31
• At 4:30 p.m., officers responded 

to a two-vehicle accident on Horsec-
ove Road.

Nov. 2

Gone with the Wind is an epic tale 
of  a woman’s life during one of  the most 
tumultuous periods in America’s histo-
ry: From her young, innocent days on a 
Georgia plantation to the war-torn streets 
of  Atlanta, from her innocence to her un-
derstanding and comprehension of  life 
and love. Based on Margaret Mitchell’s 
Pulitzer-winning novel, Gone with the 
Wind won eight Academy Awards at the 

12th annual celebration securing its place in 
American cinematic history.

The special event kicks off  at 4 pm 
with a book signing and Q &A with no-
table historian and author Peter Bonner. 
Peter is the creator of  the “Historical and 
Hysterical” tours in Jonesboro, GA, the site 
of  Tara, where he combines historical sto-
ries and anecdotes with upbeat humor that 
delight and inspire audiences. 

The Atlanta Journal Constitution 
describes Peter as a “walking, talking his-
tory lesson.” Peter will stay and conduct a 
lecture at 5:30 that is sure to be a thrilling 
appetizer to the movie. He has also been 
gracious enough to bring a collection of  an-
tiquities from the original set of  Tara that 
will be on display.

The tone for the evening will be set by 
Bill and Vickie Scholz, who will be welcom-
ing visitors dressed in period costume. The 
event will be topped off  by a special screen-
ing of  Gone with the Wind at 6pm on our 
35 foot movie screen and state-of-the-art 
sound system. 

We will have reserved seating for this 
event. Be sure to get your tickets in advance 
so you don’t miss out on this special cel-
ebration. Tickets are only $15 per person. 
Stop by the box office at 362 Oak Street 
or call 828 526 2695 to reserve your tickets 
today.

The Highlands Playhouse will be celebrating the 
75th anniversary of ‘Gone with the Wind’ 

in grand style on December 15.

About Highlands Playhouse 
(www.highlandsplayhouse.org)

Highlands Playhouse is the oldest 
theatre in North Carolina. In the sum-
mer of  1938, a group of  Highlanders 
presented a play for one performance 
in the Playhouse building. This produc-
tion was “Dulcy,” a comedy by George 
S. Kaufman and Marc Connelly. Encour-
aged by the audience’s reception, the 
group formed the nonprofit Highlands 
Community Theatre, Inc. 

The theatre itself  was built in 1931 as 
an auditorium for the Highlands School. 
When the present Highlands School was 
opened in 1952, the Town of  Highlands 
acquired the auditorium building. 

Every summer since 1938, with the 
exception of  two years during World War 
II, there has been a season of  plays at the 
Playhouse. In the fall of  2013 a 35-foot 
movie screen and state-of-the-art sound 
system were added to the Playhouse to 
bring current and classic movies to High-
lands residents and visitors. 

Historian Peter Bonner

• At 11 a.m., larceny by an em-
ployee was reported at the Farmers 
Market where products valued at 
$245 were taken from the store with-
out being purchased. 

Nov. 4
• At noon, officers were called 

about a pair of glasses left at the 
Post Office.

Nov. 6
• At 4 p.m., officers responded to 

a two-vehicle accident on US 64 east.
• At 5:05 p.m., officers received 

a call about a burglary and larce-
ny from a residence on Oak Street 
where a mountain bike valued at 
$1,500 was taken.

• See POLICE & FIRE page 19
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828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

...POLICE & FIRE continued from page 18
Nov. 4
• At 11:30 a.m., officers responded 

to a call of larceny from the Hen House 
on Main Street where a hat, bracelet and 
tank top were taken.

Nov. 7
• At 6 p.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident in the parking lot of 
the Highlands Civic Center.

• At 2:07 p.m., Josie Ann Helen 
Keener, 21, of Highlands, was arrested 
for a larceny from the Farmers Market.

• At 6:18 p.m., Gary Michael Pass-
more, 28, of Franklin, was arrested for 
Failure to Appear in Court. He was is-
sued a $6,000 secured bond.

• At 11 a.m., officers were called to 
Highlands School about non assaultive 
child neglect.

Nov. 10
• At 8:30 a.m., officers responded 

to a two-vehicle accident in the Farmers 
Market parking lot.

Nov. 12
• At 4:51 p.m., Max McKay Thurston, 

17, of Franklin, was arrested for Driving 
without a License after an Impaired Re-
vocation Notice. He was issued a $1,500 
secured bond.

• At 5:16 p.m., a breaking and en-
tering and vandalism to a motor vehicle 
was reported in the parking lot behind 
the Lost Hiker on Carolina Way.

Nov. 13
• At 5:15 p.m., officers responded to 

a call for service about two people yell-
ing and arguing at a home in Highlands.

Nov. 16
• At 4:35 p.m., officers responded to 

a call about shoplifting at Bryson’s Food 
Store where a box of cold medicine was 
taken.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
Dept. log entries from Oct. 28.

Oct. 28
• At 12:31 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a call of a fire at a resi-
dence on Mirror Lake Road.

• At 1:38 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a Brush Fire on Crescent 
Trail.

Oct. 29
• At 11:46 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Wisteria Drive.

• At 12:02 p.m., the dept. stood 
by at the hospital for the MAMA he-
licopter.

• At 1:09 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to Main Street.

• At 4:49 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a motor vehicle accident on 
Clubhouse Trail.

Nov. 1
• At 8:54 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a motor vehicle accident on NC 
106.

• At 8:50 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a chimney fire at a residence 
on Sassafrass Gap Rd. There was no 
damage.

• At 9:11 p.m., the dept. was first-
responder to a residence on Club-
house Trail.

Nov. 2
• At 11:40 a.m., the dept. pro-

vided mutual aid to the Cashiers Fire 
Dept.

• At 3:18 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Shortoff 
Road.

Nov. 4
• At 5:57 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 

Falls Village Court.
• At 7:23 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 
Falls Village Court.

Nov. 6
• At 7:21 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on NC 106.
• At 2:51 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on Big 
View Drive.

• At 5:08 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a business on 

Church Street.
Nov. 7
• At 6:08 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a call of a fire at a resi-
dence on Harris Drive.

Nov. 9
• At 12:08 p.m., the dept. was 

called to Buck Knob Road at Simon 
Speed to investigate smoke.

• At 12:11 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Klein Road.
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988.

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

U Call We Haul Junk Removal 
& Property Cleanout Service

Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, 
Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll takeyour Trash & 
Save you some Cash. Cheaper than a Dumpster 

& we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268

Trackhoe work • Driveway repair  
Culverts • Boulder walls 

Debris removal • Parking areas  
Demolition • Clearing • Topsoil 

Bocce Ball Courts • Water features
25 years experience

Martin Murray
526-9388

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

J&M Towing  
Service

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller
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You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS
$17/wk BW weekly

$22/wk/color weekly

CLASSIFIED ADS
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents per word thereafter weekly

($2 extra for yellow highlight)

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

 ER and Acute Registered Nurses
MDS Coordinator

Annual Gift Officer
Major Gift Officer

Unit Clerk
Certified Nursing Assistant

Pharmacy Tech
Administrative Assistant.

•Business/Organization News•

The board of  advisors of  the Macon County Com-
munity Foundation announces the 14 awards from its 
community grantmaking fund. According to Tom Ritter, 
board president.

This year’s nonprofit recipients include:
• Blue Ridge Free Dental Clinic
• KIDS Place
• Literacy Council of  Highlands
• Macon County Art Association
• Macon County Care Network
• Macon County Public Library
• Peggy Crosby Community Service Center
• Prevent Blindness North Carolina
• REACH of  Macon County
Ritter thanked the community for support of  the Ma-

con Community Foundation. “These grants are important 
to our community and our quality of  life,” he said. “Criti-
cal programs would not be possible without the generosity 
of  many individuals and organizations that have supported 
Macon County’s community fund.”

The Macon County Community Foundation is an 
affiliate of  the North Carolina Community Foundation. 
Tax-deductible contributions can be made to the Macon 
Community Fund, which is administered by the NCCF. 

Macon County Community Foundation awards local grants
Contributions should be made payable to the Macon 
County Community Fund and mailed to the North Caro-
lina Community Foundation, Landmark Center, 4601 Six 
Forks Road, Suite 524, Raleigh, NC 27609. Contributions 
can also be made online at www.nccommunityfoundation.
org.

For information on the Macon County Community 
Foundation and its community fund, contact Tom Ritter at 
tom@ritterarchitecture.com; or Sue Lelievre, regional as-
sociate, at slelievre@nccommunityfoundation.org; or visit 
the NCCF website at www.nccommunityfoundation.org 
and click on “Affiliates.”

About the North Carolina Community Foundation.
The NCCF is the single statewide community founda-

tion serving North Carolina and has made $89 million in 
grants since its inception in 1988. With more than $191 
million in assets, NCCF sustains 1,200 endowments estab-
lished to provide long-term support of  a broad range of  
community needs, nonprofit organizations, institutions and 
scholarships. The NCCF partners with 60 affiliate founda-
tions to provide local resource allocation and community 
assistance in 67 counties across the state. An important 
component of  NCCF’s mission is to ensure that rural phi-
lanthropy has a voice at local, regional and national levels.
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
be available to work weekends. 
Retail clothing sales experience 
preferred. Please call 828-200-
1703. (st. 3/13) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR 
RENT

HIGHLANDS CREEK 
VILLAGE. 460 DILLARD 
ROAD. Live or/and work, 
units available. Please Call 
828-787-1923 for tour. 
(12/18)

TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM THREE 
BATH HOUSES AVAIL-
ABLE. Just 3 miles from 
Main St. Freshly painted and 
Propane Heat. 6-12 month 
lease available. Call 828-
421-4681. (st. 11/20)

CLEAN ONE BED-
ROOM/ONE BATH 
DAYLIGHT BASEMENT 
APARTMENT, new carpet, 
fully furnished; all utilities 
included for $675 on beauti-
ful, quiet Cheney Lane; no 
pets, no smoking Call Betty 
@ 787-2324 for immediate 
occupancy. (st. 11/20) 

2 BR APT. IN TOWN. 
Walk to work, shop, eat. Un-
furnished. $675 + utilities. Cyn-
thia (828) 526-9227. (st. 10/30)

APT. FOR YEAR 
ROUND RENT – 1Br/1Ba. 
Furnished. W/D available Sat-
ellite and wi-fi. 11/2 mi. from 
downtown. $500. + 1/2 utili-
ties and $200 cleaning deposit. 
Leave message 828-526-4598. 
(st. 10/16)

SAPPHIRE NC. Par-
titioned Home for lease” - 2 
Bedroom (mountain views) 
with 2-car Garage. Easy access 
Sapphire NC. 561-346-6400 
(11/20)

VACATION RENTAL
D A Y T O N A  5 0 0 

OCEANFRONT W/BAL-
CONY-2/15/15-2/22-15. 
Sleeps 4, full kitchen, w/d and 
all amenities. Beside the Ocean-

walk Shoppes and restaurants. 
$2,350. (828) 349-1135. Spa-
cious, (12/18)

CLEAN 2/2 COTTAGE 
IN SKY VALLEY. $540 week-
ly. $1900 monthly. Furnished, 
utilities included, carport/ extra 
parking. Call: 706-746-3593. 
(st. 9/4)

RESIDENTIAL FOR 
SALE

CABINS FOR SALE/
RENT. Located on Sawmill 
Road in Clear Creek. 4.63 
acres. Call 828-526-2720. Price 
Negotiable. (11/6)

2BED/2BATH 1 .20 
AC. Fantastic views & Pri-
vacy $88,999.00. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslane-
sale@facebook. (st. 8/7) 

2BR/1BA HOME. Clear 
Creek Road. New exterior paint, 
inside paint, Brand new appli-
ances, new flooring through-
out. $165,000. (828) 526 2288/ 
(828)482-2385. (st. 9/25)

SECLUDED, BUT JUST 
MINUTES TO TOWN, Ador-
able two Bedroom home with 
great views and outdoor living 
spaces. Call 828-421-4681. (st. 
5/29)

L OT S / L A N D  F O R 
SALE

1.23 ACRES. SEPTIC 
SYSTEM. Located off Sas-
safras Gap to Hidden Sprints 
Road. Call 828-526-2720. Price 
Negotiable. (11/20)

LAND FOR SALE IN 
CLEAR CREEK: 2.18 acre 
parcel has road frontage on 
Mack Wilson Rd. $17,000. Any 
reasonable offers will be con-
sidered. Call 828-526-2874. (st. 
10/23)

FOR SALE BY OWNER 
– 3 building lots in the gated 
community of Rustic Falls. Ma-
con County tax records value at 
$51,000 each. Must sell due to 
health reasons. Asking $15,000 
each. Call owner at 803-640-

HELP WANTED
MAIN STREET INN is 

looking for a winter innkeeper 
that is available to live on site. 
Email info@mainstreet-inn.
com or call 828-526-2590. 
(st. 11/6)

MOUNTAIN FRESH 
GROCERY IN HIGH-
LANDS is hiring full-time for 
positions on the grill. Contact 
Don at 828.526.2400

PART-TIME BOOK-
KEEPER POSITION with 
Quickbooks experience need-
ed at the Highlands ABC Store. 
Applications are available at 
the store in Highlands Plaza. 
828-526-5470. (st. 10/9) 

E X P E R I E N C E D 
ELECTRICIAN NEEDED. 
Edwards Electrical Services. 
828-526-5147. (st. 10/2)

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATOR needed at 
Highlands Community Child 
Development Center. Must 
have NC credentials. Mail 
resume to PO Box 648, High-
lands, NC 28741. (st. 10/2) 

LEAD LINE COOK & 
DISHWASHER needed at 
casual fine dining, up to $13/
hour or salary B.O.E. jason-
cancilla2012@gmail.com (st. 
6/19)

PART TIME SEA-
SONAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY AVAIL-
ABLE. Prior wait staff experi-
ence required. 20 - 30 hours 
with weekend availability. Call 
803-389-0199. (st. 6/12)

CNA, NURSES, CARE-
GIVERS needed for Home 
Care Agency serving Older 
Adults in Macon, Jackson and 
Transylvania counties. Call 
828-200-9000. (st. 5/15) 

SALES ASSOCIATE 
FOR HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS, NC. full time. 
part-time and seasonal. Must 

6004. (St. 5/1)
MUST SELL 6+ acres 

at Lake Glenville. Lake and 
mountain views. $130,000 or 
Best Offer. Call 706-348-3208. 
(st. 2/20)

ITEMS FOR SALE 
WINTER GREET-

INGS EVERYDAY CHINA 
BY LENOX. 17 plates, 13 
salad plates, 14 mugs, 1 platter. 
perfect condition. $550. 828-
200-9777. (st. 11/20)

5TH-WHEEL MOTOR 
HOME. Wanderer by Thor. 
27ft. w/10ft. slideout. 2ft. repair 
needed. $2,500. 828-200-9143. 
(st. 10/30)

PIANOS FOR SALE - 2 
consoles, 1 spinet, 1 upright, 1 
electric organ, $150 each, all 
5 for $500. Call 526 4818 (st. 
10/23)

FURNITURE. Lodge 
pole pine pedestal dining/
breakfast table with stump 
base and 2 single/2 double half 
log benches; handcrafted in 
Franklin, NC; in excellent con-
dition; slab is 45 1/4” x 36” x 
3 1/4”. Estimated retail value 
is $2,000 and asking $1,200. 
Please call 229-221-4080 or 
email janwadams49@gmail.
com (10/30)

WORMY CHESTNUT 
FOR SALE: Approximately 
300 square feet of ¾” wormy 
chestnut wainscot milled and 
finished. Board length 36”; width 
varies from 4” to 8”. $2800 lot 
price. 404-944-5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES
HIGHLANDS RESI-

DENT PROVIDES LOCAL 
HOUSE AND PET SIT-
TING, errands, food delivery 
Rita 526-4249 (11/13) 

H I G H  C O U N T RY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave 

message at 828-526-5208. (st. 
10/23)

M A R K ’ S  S E DA N 
SERVICE – Airport trans-
portation, winter-fall tours. 
Call or Text 239-292-3623. 
Mark9398@aol.com (st. 9/11)

HANDYMAN SER-
VICE – Electrical, plumbing, 
pressure cleaning, painting, 
carpentry, yardwork. Ref-
erences. Call Al Edgar at 
cell: 332-7271 or 369-6245.
(11/30) 

THOROUGH CLEAN 
– General, spring, construc-
tion References available 
706-982-1504. (st. 8/7) 

I PAY TOP DOLLAR 
for premium low mileage 
automobiles 828-347-6600. 
(st. 6/5) 

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: 
Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, mi-
nor plumbing and electric, 
decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-
4667. (10/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI 
& SHUTTLE: Let Charlie 
Dasher handle your trans-
portation whether it’s to the 
airport, a special event, or just 
around town. Van service for 
weddings. Licensed and in-
sured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY 
SMELL IN YOUR HOME? 
Call for free inspection. 828-
743-0900.

J & J  L AW N  A N D 
L A N D S C A P I N G 
SERVICES:Complete Land-
scaping Company, Design, 
Installation and Maintenance. 
Also featuring Plants, Trees, 
Hardscapes, Water Features, 
Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage, 
Erosion Control and RR-Tie 
work. Serving the Highlands/
Cashiers area since 1988. 828-
526-2251.
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

15

19

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James.
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

21

Cosper Flowers

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

“At our New Location”
95 Highlands Plaza

between Bryson’s and
the Dry Cleaners

Tu-Fri 11-5, Sat 10-1
828-526-8671

22

High End 
Grooming

Traditional Barbering  
for Men and Women
Straight Razor Cuts

Church Street Hair
 shop (828) 482-9374 
or cell (772) 532-0706

210 S. 3rd St. 
(Behind the Methodist Church)

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 20th Season!

Closed Monday and Tuesday
Bistro Service Starts at 4p

Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

43

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC
Amazing Buy & Value! 

5BR/5BA with office, Family 
Room, Wet Bar, Wine Cellar, 
custom built-ins, vaulted ceil-
ings, 2 car garage, 4,000+ sq. 

ft. of living space!
$737,000 • MLS# 71104

WALK TO TOWN!
Village Walk Upper Level 

condo in “Like-New”  
condition, 3BR/3BA,  

Outdoor Living Space with 
Fireplace, Luxury Finishes 

Throughout!
$725,000

MLS#80289



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
NEW LOCATION in Town Square.

343-D
Main Street.

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

jajosborn@gmail.com • pat. f. allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for Dinner 
at 5:30p.

Bar opens at 4p.
Sunday Brunch  

11a to 2p

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
Daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

40

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

Leslie Cook,
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn, 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us
for our 30th year.

Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.
Every Evening

43


