
O• Inside •

Volume 11, Number 43 Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: HighlandsInfo.com Thurs., Oct. 23, 2014
FREE Every Thursday

 SUMMER HOUSE

Open 
Mon. through Sat. 9-5

Sunday noon - 5
2089 Highway 106

828-526-5577

‘Home Furnishing Center’

The

• See SHEARL page 6

•See HCH page 14

Fun for the whole family!

828-526-8773
highlandscanopytour.com

Letters.....................................	   2
Obituary.................................			 3
The Fredster...........................			 7
Events.................................. . 10-11
Shopping Pullout................  15-17
RE Snapshots.......................  18-23
Investing at 4,118 Ft.............		  19 
Classifieds..............................		  29

Wanting to turn 
over a new leaf?
Call us, we know 

all about it! Mal Phillips, Broker-in-Charge
828-200-2642

email: TwigsRG@gmail.comPO Box 873 Highlands, NC

• See CANDIDATES page 4

At the Thursday, Oct. 16 Town Board meeting, Mayor Pat Taylor announced the winners of the Highlands 
Home Town Day poster contest. Winners were: 4th Grade: 1st Place Tristan Petrone;  2nd Place Madison 
Jolly. 5th Grade (Hedden): 1st Place Lawson Shuler;  2nd Place Angelique Wales. 5th Grade (Sanchez): 1st 
Place Emma Minton; 2nd Place Reese Brewer (Not Present). 6th Grade:1st Place Abigail Vanderwiele; 2nd 
Place Hadley Templeton.				     		           	   Photo by Kim Lewicki

Poster winners announced

Shearl wins latest appeal against town
At  the  September  and 

October Town Board meetings 
Town Attorney JK Coward met 
with the board in closed session 
to discuss the ongoing case John 

Shearl v. The Town of  Highlands. 
This is a case that has plagued 

the town since August 2009 when 
the Highlands Zoning Board of  
Adjustment upheld the Zoning 

Administrator’s ruling that Shearl’s 
J&J Lawn & Landscaping business 
activities were encroaching on the 
residential portion of  his split-

Case could be heard by Highlands Zoning Board of Adjustment again

By Brittany Raby
With early voting starting 

today, Thursday, Oct. 23, there 
are just a few weeks left to get 
informed about the upcoming 
election. The Macon Board of  
Commissioners have a total of  
three seats up for grabs. There is 
one seat open in District I, the 
Highlands District of  the board, 
and two seats vacant in District 
II, serving Franklin. Four candi-
dates have filed for District II, 
and with two seats open, the top 
two vote-getters will be elected 
to office. 

Macon County veteran and 
former educator, Gary Shields 
put his name on the November 
ballot in hopes of  securing one 
of  the two District II seats. A 
Macon County native, Shields 
was born and raised in the Car-
toogechaye Community. He at-

Commission 
candidates 

for District 2 
speak out

The Community Build-
ing was filled to capacity during 
Monday night’s Town Hall meet-
ing to hear about the status of  

the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.
As a medical doctor and a 

business man, Dr. Ron Paulus, 
CEO of  Mission Health explained 

the hows and whys of  Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital’s (HCH) recent 
affiliation with Mission Health 

Mission’s plans regarding HCH

Through-Sat., Nov. 1
• One Stop Voting at High-

lands Rec Park. 9a-5p weekdays 
and 9a-1p Saturdays.

Thurs., October 23
• At Hudson Library, READing 

Paws Program starting.
Sat., Oct. 25
• Hiker Jam Octoberfest: Fall 

Beer and Music Festival. 10a to 
11p. General Admission and Beer 
Ticket $25, VIP Admission, $100. 
Tickets available at the Hiker Jam 
website http://www.hikerjam.com/ 
or at the Highlands Chamber.

• At The Bascom, Spooky 
Raku with Frank Vicery. 10a to 4p. 
Call 787-2865

• At The Bascom, FREE Pump-
kin Event, 10a to noon. Create 
Jack-o-lanters. Pumpkins provided. 
Call 526-4949 to register.

• The Scaly Mountain Wom-
en’s Club will host a Pancake 
Breakfast at the Scaly Mountain 
Community Center at the Corner 
of NC 106 and Buck Knob Road 
from 7:30 A.M. to 10:30 A.M.

• At Cabin Couture, a book-
signing with author Terri Kennedy’s 
newly published book, “Animus.” 
11a to 2p.

• At the Rec Park, Donkey 
Basketball. Game starts at 6:30. 
Dinner starts at 5p. $5 dinner 
plates. Tickets are $6 in advance 
and $8 at the door. Available at 
Highlands School or the Rec Park.

Sun., Oct. 26
• First Presbyterian Church 

will host an old fashioned Hymn 
Sing at 4pm on Sunday. 

• The WCU Concert Choir 
will be singing during the 11 a.m. 
worship service at Highlands First 
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 
October 26. 

Tues., Oct. 28
• At Hudson Library, “Life in 

Highlands” Film at 6p.
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After  spending many years  in 
Highlands, it never ceases to amaze people 
who witness  the generosity of  our citizens 
and businesses to our special place.  The 
businesses do whatever they can to enhance 
the activities of  our historical society.  We 
are all so grateful that those who came 
before us got the idea to found this 
wonderful place.

     The Dahlia festival this year was 
a fun and well attended event.  Dahlias 
have traditionally done very well here 
and have been grown in the Highlands 
area throughout history.  Years ago the 
Highlands Historical Society members 
decided to celebrate this reality by giving our 
citizens a chance to display those flowers 
to the community. Thanks to the creativity 
and enormous energy of  Judy Taylor, Raya 
McArthur, Kitty Moore, Linda and Bill 
Edwards this year a patron party was held 

as a fundraiser for HHS.  This party raised 
the funds we need to enhance the Prince 
House and the historical documents

One of  the society members, Bill 
Edwards, had the brilliant idea of  presenting 
a loaded wheelbarrow for raffle.  All were 
amazed at the quality and quantity of  
donations for that wheelbarrow.  Sally 
Caffery, a real friend of  HHS, walked the 
streets of  Highlands to request donations 
of  goods for the raffle.  On one side of  
Main Street she solicited gifts from Park 
on Main, Reeves, Kilwin’s, Highlands 
Kids, Appalachian Harvest, Stone Lantern, 
Mountain Fresh and Highlands Hiker;  
crossing the street she was gifted by  Wit’s 
End, Juliana’s, Spice &Tea Exchange,  J 
McLauglins, Main Street Inn, Silver Eagle, 
Mountaintop Wine, Elevation for Women, 
Dutchman’s Lulu Bleu, Sports Page, The 
Christmas Shop, Rosewood, The Bascom, 
and Bear Mountain Outfitters.  Sally and 
others even went off  Main Street to CK 
Swan, Sky Valley Golf  Cub and Paws on 
the Mountain, Animal Wellness Hospital, 
August Produce, Pescados, Highlands 
Lawn and Garden, Highlands Smokehouse, 
Mirror Lake Antiques, and Bryson’s.  There 
were other donations from “Friends of  
HHS” who also gave generously. 

We also thank some wonderful patrons 
who clearly love our dahlias and our history:

An anonymous donor who gave 
$2500 in memory of  Ruth Leonard was 
especially appreciated.  The generosity 
of  these people is greatly appreciated: 
Virginia and Mike Campbell, Linda and 
James McMahan, Diane and Ray McPhail, 
Peggy Woodruff, Martin Andreas, Susan 
Duncan, Jimmy Evans, Joan and Clark 
Johnson, Brenda and Stewart Manning, 
Karon and Emmett Moore, Jack Sawyer and 
Bill Torres, Carolyn and Rhett Tanner, Dee 
and Gary Carnes, The Dunlap Cogswell 
Foundation, Sieglinde and John Gillfillan, 
Carol and Stiles Kellett, Cecile McCaull, 
Kitty and Pat Moore, Ann and Claude 
Sullivan and Judy and Tom Taylor.  

All you dahlia growers and display 
people are the BEST!! May your garden 
increase in beauty with every passing year!

Thank you ALL, for not only 
enhancing Highlands’ history but helping 
all who participated have a really grand time. 

Glenda Bell
Highlands

Dahlias benefit our history

With five inches of  rain 
and high winds, Tues-
day before last was a 

perfect storm for power outag-
es. How did the town respond 
in battling multiple power out-
ages? Here are a few observa-
tions.

The first battle occurred 
early that morning on US 64, 
north of  the conference cen-
ter. Quick decisions from Lamar Nix, our 
public works director, and his electrical 
crew were required throughout the day.

A large tree had fallen across US 
64 taking down a major power line that 
serves multiple neighborhoods. The High-
lands Police Department arrived and se-
cured the area.

The electrical crews quickly assessed 
the problem and began their work. At the 
same time, additional outages were being 
reported. Yogi McCall, the head of  the 
electrical department, knew that the storm 
was causing continuous outages, so he 
had to make an immediate decision: com-
pletely close US 64 and make the repair 
in about an hour, or remove part of  the 
tree and have the police set up one lane 
traffic. The second option, while helping 
traffic, would have caused the repair pro-
cess to go on for two to four hours. Unat-
tended outages could jeopardize the entire 
grid, so Yogi decided to close the road and 
work fast as possible in order to expedite 
response to the mounting calls for service.

Five linemen and four tree trimmers 
comprise the electrical department. Crews 
from the road department are able to as-
sist during emergency weather situations. 
Our workers are cross trained for such sit-
uations and several crews can be formed 
to handle problems throughout the town. 

Staff  at Town Hall, including myself, 
took many calls concerning power fail-
ures that day. A radio system in town hall 
is used to report outages to crews in the 
field. 

Some callers asked how long would it 
be before their power was restored. That 
was difficult to answer given the magni-
tude of  the storm. Outages from falling 
limbs and trees are routinely restored in 45 
minutes. When power poles are damaged, 
an outage can last for hours. Fortunately, 
this storm did not destroy any poles.

A few people called to complain 

about problems with an automat-
ed call system. Since Highlands 
doesn’t use this type system, the 
staff  had to inform these callers 
that they were Duke customers 
residing outside our service area. 
Some Duke subscribers waited 
20 to 24 hours for service resto-
ration. By late evening, when the 
storms had subsided, all of  our 
residents had power. Neverthe-

less, spot outages continued into Wednes-
day morning.

Working in storms place electric crews 
and first responders in harm’s way where 
accidents and mistakes can result in loss of  
life. Several years ago a lineman of  an area 
utility was electrocuted working in a storm. 
Our town workers did their duty with dedi-
cated resolve in a challenging situation.

The town’s storm chasers
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•Obituary•

Eleanor McCarty 
Cheney died Tuesday, Oc-
tober 14, 2014 at her home 
in Highlands, NC. Eleanor 
is survived by her beloved 
husband of  62 years, Wil-
liam Henry Cheney and 
three children, Margaret 
Cheney Knox of  Newnan, 
GA and Eleanor Frances 
Cheney of  Highlands, NC 
and William Henry Cheney, 
Jr. of  Delray Beach, FL. 
Eight grandchildren and 
two great-granddaughters 
also survive. Mrs. Cheney is preceded in 
death by one grandson, James Gilliam 
Cheatham, Jr.

Eleanor was born in New Orleans, 
LA on March 17, 1930 to John Brown 
McCarty and Margaret Lewis McCarty. 
Eleanor grew up in Dalton, GA. She at-
tended Ward Belmont College in Nash-
ville, TN for one year and completed her 
education at Agnes Scott College in At-
lanta, GA in 1951.

Throughout her life she maintained 
a sweet and kind demeanor that won the 
trust and hearts of  many, who even now 

Eleanor McCarty Cheney
are being changed by her 
witness of  constant nurtur-
ing love and faith. Even as a 
child, she possessed a con-
tagious smile that remained 
her signature throughout 
life. Possessing a true ser-
vant’s heart, Eleanor faith-
fully cared for family and 
friends. The heart of  the 
Cheney Family, Eleanor 
shaped their spirituality by 
her tireless Christian exam-
ple. Mrs. Cheney loved to 
dance, listen to music, read, 

pray, chat with friends and family, and trav-
el. She had a true appreciation for the out-
doors and all of  God’s beautiful creatures. 
She was a woman of  strong faith, believing 
in power and strength of  Jesus Christ’s love 
and the beauty and peace that would await 
her after her passing.

Graveside services will be held at a 
later date at Highlands Memorial Park.

Bryant Grant Funeral Home is in 
charge of  arrangements.

Online condolences may be made by 
visiting www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

CHARACTER

CONSISTENCY

COMMITMENT

District 2
Committed to Highlands
 •  Worked to secure new soccer field at Highlands High School
 •  Supported the acquisition of property for future expansion of Zachary Park
 •  Instrumental in the agreement of Macon County and Hudson Library
I look forward to working on the many other important projects for the residents of 
Highlands.

I need your help and your vote in the upcoming general election. We must never take 
our freedom and liberty for granted. Exercise your constitutional right and together let’s 
keep Macon County moving forward. I appreciate your past support and look forward 
to serving you, the citizens of Macon County, as your District 2 County Commissioner. 

Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Ronnie Beale for Commissioner

www.RonnieBeale.com

BealeRonnie

District 2
COMMISSIONER

217895



Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020
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• Highlands Dining •

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.25

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open 7 days a week
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Call for weekly specials!

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

Authentic Asian Cuisine
Open 7 days a week • 11a to 9p

137 Main Street (Wright Sq.) • 828-526-8800

Daily LUNCH Special 11a to 2:30p
$9.95 (includes ice tea)

Includes: 6 pcs. California Roll; 2 pcs Gyoza and White Rice
Choice of General Tso’s or Sesame Style

Chicken, Vegetable, Tofu, Pork, Steak, Shrimp or Tempura

BENTO BOX

...CANDIDATES from page 1

• See CANDIDATES page 8

tended Franklin High School before moving to Walhalla, 
SC and then Waynesville, NC where he graduated from 
Waynesville Township High in June 1966.

Shields was drafted into the military right out of  high 
school and assigned to a unit in Vietnam where he served 
with the 173rd Airborne Infantry Brigade from October 
1967 - June 1969. After leaving the military, Shields at-
tended Gardner-Webb College (University) and gradu-
ated Cum Laude in May 1973. He then went on to attend 
University of  North Carolina-Charlotte at night to earn 
his MA Degree in School Administration and he attended 
WCU at night to earn a MA in Guidance and Counseling. 

Shields began his career in education in Macon 
County 31 years ago when he was appointed the Princi-
pal of  Union Academy in 1983. He went on to become 
the Principal of  Franklin High School where he spent the 
bulk of  his career, 21 years. Shields has been retired since 

2010 and currently sits as a member of  the Macon County 
Board of  Education. 

In addition to the board of  education, Shields has 
dedicated his time to serving the community as a member 
of  the Rotary Club, a sitting member of  the Southwest-
ern Community College Board of  Trustees, Angel Medical 
Center Foundation Board:, KIDS Place Board, Franklin 
Chamber of  Commerce, and the Macon County Tourism 
Development Commission.

Shields noted that he wanted to join the county’s com-
missioners to work for a better future for the community.

““I have the time, energy and want to,” said Shields. 
“I care about Macon County; the people of  Macon County 
and the youth of  Macon County. I look with great interest 
to be a part of  a decision making group for the betterment 
of  Macon County. I am a Vietnam veteran and belong to 
the Vietnam Veterans of  America organization and our 



Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner Daily
beginning at 5:30p

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
Open 

Daily for 
Dinner at 

5:30p 
Sunday 
Brunch
11a to 2p

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Serving Lunch & Dinner Daily  
starting at 11:30 a.m.

info@mainstreet-inn.com
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Norma Jean on the guitar on the lawn
Saturday & Sunday

Now open for lunch and dinner from
11a-11p on Main Street!

3-station lunch buffet $13.95.
For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

Now Open 
7 days a week

• Highlands Dining •

Open for Dinner
5 to 9p Daily

Closed Tuesdays

490 Carolina Way

828-526-1019

Open
Mon.-Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
We Cater!

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Now taking 
Thanksgiving 

Buffet
Reservations!
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zoned property on NC 28 south.
 On September 2, the NC Court of  Appeals remanded 

the case to the Superior Court with instructions to order 
further proceedings before the Highlands Zoning Board 
of  Adjustment.

My instructions are to try to settle the case, on terms 
favorable to the Town of  Highlands.  That is contingent on 
discussing the matter with opposing counsel,” said Town 
Attorney JK Coward. “If  it is not settled, it will be heard 
before the BOA.

This latest appeal and ruling responds to the Sept. 5, 
2013 hearing in the Court of  Appeals to which Judge James 
U. Downs May 22, 2014 judgment upheld the town’s ruling 
in the zoning encroachment case.

The issue revolves around two Town of  Highlands 
zoning maps -- one allegedly dated 1983 and one dated 1990.

The 1990 map reflects changes made to the zoning 
ordinance and subsequent map which amended the 
delineation of  property lines from the center line of  the 
adjacent road – in this case, NC 28 south -- from the 
previous 230 feet to 150 feet. This was done to reduce strip 
commercial development along the corridors to Highlands. 
As a result, zoning categories changed and a new zoning 
map was adopted.

Though citizens remember the 1983 zoning map and 
the town admits one did exist, the map and all copies have 
been lost.

Shearl bought his property in 1993 when the now lost 
map was in existence and as such contends that his use of  
the property was “grandfathered” in.

He contends that the Superior Court erred by 

concluding that the evidence established the existence 
of  a zoning violation when the notice of  violation was 
issued. He also contends, that the Superior Court erred 
by determining that he had the burden of  proving that his 
nonconforming use was grandfathered in under the terms 
of  the zoning ordinance given that the Town of  Highlands 
has lost an official zoning map crucial to his defense.

However, the September 2 ruling says that the Town 
of  Highlands bears the burden of  proving that Shearl’s 
zoning violation dates back to his 1993 purchase of  the 
property. Because the burden was inappropriately placed 
on Shearl the court vacated the Superior Court’s order and 
remands this matter for a new hearing. 

Shearl has turned the entire matter over to his attorney 
Craig Justus of  Van Winkle, Buck, Wall, Starnes and Davis 
but says he “will take this case wherever he has to take it.”

Though the town holds that it and its representatives 
didn’t err in delivering the zoning violation, proceedings 
such as this exemplify the need for all Zoning Board 
of  Adjustment cases be held in a judicial manner with 
all I’s dotted and T’s crossed as well as all documents 
preserved because it is a quasi-judicial board and as such 
its proceedings must adhere to the strict letter of  the law.

At October’s Zoning Board meeting, Town Planner 
Josh Ward reminded the board of  this necessity.

Also during the October Town Board meeting Closed 
Session, Coward was given instructions to pursue payment 
for utilities in the The Neumann Law Office PLLC v. 
The Town of  Highlands (Macon County 14 CVS 594). 
Coward said this will be vigorously defended as meritless 
and retaliatory, since he hasn’t paid his utility bill.
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Greek Pizza, Philly Steak, Taco Pizza, 
White, Meat Lovers, Fajita, Vegetarian, 

Veggie Medley, Chicken Alfredo, 
Chicken & Pear White Pizza, BBQ, 

Margarita, Hawaiian BBQ, Mamma Mia 
Cranberry, Sicilian, Buffalo Chicken and 

Jalapeno Popper Pizza.

Specialty Pizzas

A Variety of Salads

House Specialties
Calzone & Lasagna

Pizza
6” 10” 16” 20”

Hand-tossed, Pan, Thin,  
Gluten-free and  

Whole Wheat Crust

Oven-Roasted
Sandwiches

Grinder, Meatball Sub, Pizza Sub, 
Italian Steak, Italian Sausage, 

Cold Italian, Veggie, French Dip,
Plowboy, Flatbread Veggie, Gyro, 
Muffaletta, Turkey Bacon Ranch, 

BBQ Steak and BBQ, Cheddar Sub 
& more!

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.• 365 Main Street, 828-526-5660

Appetizers
Breadsticks, Garlic Bread, Pizza 
Sticks, Mozzarella Sticks, Wings

Domestic & Imported Beers, too

Fred Wooldridge

•The Fredster•

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Note: Major Fred Wooldridge 
was a Miami Beach policeman for 
twenty-eight years. It was one 
of  the most dangerous jobs in 
America, along with New York, 
Los Angeles, Chicago and Detroit. 

First, allow me to get a 
couple of  things straight. 
The last thing on my mind 

was to protect and serve and 
stupid stuff  like that. And back 
then, I wasn’t spending much time thinking 
that being a police officer would help 
preserve our nation’s constitution. Fighting 
crime was the last thing on my mind. In 
reality, I was looking for clean work.

Sweat poured from my brow and 
dripped from the end of  my nose. The 
sun was blistering. I looked over at a fellow 
worker and said, “Man, this is horrible. Look 
at that friggin’ cop over there next to our 
water cooler. Why do we even need a cop 
here? He spends the entire day standing in 
the shade of  our truck sipping water from our 
cooler.  I hope there’s enough left for us. He’s 
doing absolutely nothing! He’s worthless!” 

It was the summer of  1960 and the 
company we worked for called us “grunts,” 
I guess because we did a lot of  grunting. 
We were hand digging a trench down the 
middle of  a busy Miami Beach intersection. 
Well placed traffic cones meant the cop had 
nothing to do but lean against our water 
cooler and chit-chat with our foreman.

As late afternoon approached, we 
returned to our truck for water just in time 
to hear our foreman say to the cop, “Good 
job, Officer. I’ll see you in the morning; 
same time, same place.” They shook hands. 
I’ll never forget that day. It’s entrenched into 
my memory as if  it happened yesterday. As I 
watched the cop walk to his brand new 1960 
Pontiac convertible, I heard our foreman 
shout to us grunts, “Load up, grubbies.  
You’re making me late and I have a date 
tonight.”

As we climbed into our “bull” truck, 
ten grunts sitting on each side, the guy sitting 
next to me said, “You should become a cop, 
Fred. Sure beats sweating. I understand the 
pay is exactly the same, $383.00 a month. I 
can’t apply ’cause I have a criminal record.”  
I stared at him, saying nothing. The seed 
was planted.

The li’l missus wasn’t thrilled to learn 
I was thinking of  becoming a cop but, as 
always, she didn’t interfere. She worked for 
the FBI and had typed enough reports to 
know the Miami Beach Police had more 
than its share of  corruption. Still, she didn’t 
discourage me from joining, mostly because 

she knew my heart was set on trying 
to find clean, less physical work.

And yes, I was surprised I 
came out in the top five on the 
written exam. I breezed through the 
physical portion of  the test because 
I had muscles in places most guys 
didn’t have places. Digging trenches 
had made me strong and tolerant to 
the blazing sun.

By the time the final applicants 
were picked for the oral interview, I had 
managed to stay in the top three. Eventually I 
was called before an oral board which consisted 
of  big shots from the city including a scary 
stone faced police captain. He intimidated me 
with his icy look. The interview room was held 
on the top floor of  city hall. The interviewers 
sat in commissioner chairs high above the 
straight back chair where applicants would sit. 
The room was dark accept for a single spotlight 
shining down on the applicant.

From the lobby, we were taken, one by 
one, to the chamber room. It seemed like the 
longest elevator ride I had ever taken. The guy 
who took me up was unfriendly and never said 
a word. When those elevator doors opened 
and I saw the setting, my heart raced and I’m 
sure my blood pressure was over the top. I 
remember thinking, This is not an interview. 
It’s an interrogation.

“I would like to present applicant Fred 
Wooldridge. Take a seat, please,” the assistant 
said.

The first question out of  the box was the 
one I dreaded most. The captain asked, “Tell 
us why you want to be a police officer, Mr. 
Wooldridge.”

After a moment of  hesitation, I decided 
to tell the truth. I said, “To be perfectly honest, 
sir, I’m looking for cleaner work and the pay is 
the same as where I currently work.” I looked 
the interviewer in the eye even though I could 
barely see through the glare.

“Well, let me tell you that being a 
policeman may not be what you think,” the 
captain responded. “We have a foot beat 
assignment that requires our officers to stand 
in the sun all day at a busy corner and help 
pedestrians across the street.” 

“Sir, that sounds pretty good to me. I’ve 
been digging trenches in the blistering sun at 
similar intersections and helping pedestrians 
across the street is something I could easily 
do,” I responded. 

I was stunned when the interview was 
suddenly over and the interviewers voted in 
my presence. After six “yeses,” I was going 
to be a police officer and would start after 
my two week notice as a “grunt” had expired. 
Whodathunkit! 

Why become a cop?
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• See CANDIDATES page 12

...LETTERS from page 2

Dear Editor,
The fourth annual Empty Bowls 

soup luncheon was held October 12 at 
First Presbyterian Church. Once again the 
Highlands Community participation raised 
substantial funds to support the Food Pantry 
of  Highlands during the . Empty Bowls 
luncheon.

Empty Bowls is an international grass 
roots effort to fight hunger with the symbol 
of  an empty bowl. Guests at a soup luncheon 
purchase a bowl created and donated by local 
potters and are then served soup and bread 
donated by local chefs. We would like to 
thank the many volunteers and donors who 
made this inspiring event possible and the 
many supporters who purchased bowls.

The Bascom Center for the Arts 
initiated these events in 2011. Since then they 
have made and donated over 1400 bowls 
to benefit the Food Pantry. We are grateful 
to Frank Vickery, Potter in Residence, his 
staff, and all the volunteer potters who 
contributed their time and talent. Fifteen 
beautiful bowls of  exceptional merit were 
donated for a Silent Auction by professional 

potters Frank Vickery, Pat Moore, Maura 
Hendry, and Pat Taylor.

First Presbyterian Church has 
graciously hosted all these events.  Special 
thanks to Rev. Emily Wilmarth and Rev. 
Curtis Fussell for their support and to 
staff  members Jennifer Cresswell, Steve 
Mehder, Kyle Clark, and Joel Porter their 
hard work in organizing the event.  Ann 
Greenlee, Hillrie Quin, Sally Copeland, 
and Carol Marotti directed a large group 
of  volunteers, including members of  
Mountaintop Rotary Club, who worked 
tirelessly before, during, and after the event.

Soups were donated by El Azteca, 
Fressers Express, The Ugly Dog, Wild 
Thyme, and Wolfgang’s. Dusty’s, The 
Kitchen Carry Away and Catering, Martha 
Porter, and Mountain Fresh Grocery 
donated cookies. Joel Porter prepared soup, 
bread, and cookies and kept the kitchen 
running smoothly.

The proceeds will be an enormous 
help to the Food Pantry in its effort to 
provide good, nutritious food for our 
clients. Our deep gratitude to everyone 
who contributed to and attended this 
benefit.

Barbara Landwehr
Co-Director, The Food Pantry

Money raised for the 
Food Pantry

motto is “In Service To America”. To have 
served our country and now to have the 
opportunity to serve our county gives me a 
sense of  utmost pride.”

During the League of  Women Vot-
ers forum on fracking, Shields noted that 
although the issue is essentially a state de-
cision, he is against the practice in west-
ern North Carolina and would support 
the commission passing a resolution pro-
claiming such. According to Shields, the 
county, and citizens of  the state have no 
voice on the issue and have no input on 
the law. “There is not enough transparency 
in this and we don’t have a say in this,” said 
Shields. “Also, when I was growing up in 
a part of  the Cartoogechaye Community 
where mica was mined, we did not own the 
mineral rights to our property, so I under-
stand losing that property right.” 

Focusing on the specific needs of  
Highlands, Shields said a need to review 
the town’s infrastructure is in order.

“Recently the media has reported on 
needed infrastructure improvements and 
I feel the discussion should continue,” 
Shields said of  what he thinks the big-
gest issue facing Highlands. “If  elected, 
I would be a new county commissioner 
and I am aware of  the “learning gap” in 
comparison to an incumbent. But know-
ing the candidates that are running for the 

District I seat, I feel that either would be 
of  considerable help in updating me on 
the pros and cons within the community. 
Also, I know a number of  business people 
in the Highlands community and I feel 
each could give me a “community feel” on 
the infrastructure needs and options for 
financing. Highlands’ economics is vital to 
the fiscal wellbeing of  Macon County and 
provides much needed revenues for busi-
nesses and people who are not residents 
of  Highlands. Investing in areas of  our 
county that will show a fiscal return can-
not be neglected or denied but must re-
main as a conversation piece.”

The Macon County Planning Board 
recently recommended that the county 
explore infrastructure improvements that 
will benefit the county as a whole, not just 
those that are specific to the municipalities 
therein. Shields suggested he supported 
that move. 

“My quick review from what I read 
in the media, I believe the Planning Board 
made the recommendation to the county 
commissioners regarding the Highlands 
project and the reason(s) surrounded the 
arena of  county and town government tax 
expenditures,” said Shields of  the county’s 
decision to not help fund the Highlands 
water and sewer expansion. “I think tax 

...CANDIDATES continued from page 4
• See LETTERS page 21

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at  
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or 
email: highlandseditor@aol.com
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470 Skyline Lodge Drive • 828-526-2121
Closed Monday & Tuesday

Call about our wedding & event packages

Wednesday
Salmon en croute
w/choice of salad

Thursday
Mussels fra Diablo
w/choice of salad

Sunday Champagne Brunch
noon-2p

All Entrées $20
Includes Salad, Entrée, Dessert and Unlimited Mimosas!

Reservations recommended but not required

Altitudes at Skyline Lodge

Fine Dining with a View!
Full Bar, wine & beer

$20 Nightly Specials!
5:30p until...

Friday
Steak au poivre w/garlic mashed 

potatoes and choice of salad

Saturday
Maple Pecan Crusted Trout 

with Saffron Rice
and Vegetable Medley

526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

•HS Sports•
This week in 

sports

Advertising in  
Highlands Newspaper and online at 

www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 
For information, call  

828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

Highlands School Golf Team members Alexa Reese and Montana McElroy with Coach 
Barbara Reese in the center.

Season Closing SALE
Oct. 25-Oct. 31

Everything 50% Off

Winter storms are just around the corner. Please call town hall at 526-2118 to 
report any utility problems. After business hours call 911. Dispatchers quickly report 
outages to our crews. A non-emergency alternative number is 526-4131.

...MAYOR continued from page 2

VOLLEYBALL: 
On October 14th, the Lady High-

landers traveled to Hiawassee Dam 
where the junior varsity lost the first 
game with ascore of  25-10 and the sec-
ond game with a score of  25-11.

Varsity lost the first game with a 
score of  25-11 as well as the second and 
third game with a score of  25-11and 25-
18 ending their regular season. This week 
the varsity volleyball team also traveled 
to North Moore Highschool in Robins, 
North Carolina to play in the first round 
of  state playoffs. With a five and a half  
hour drive, the team stayed overnight 
and played Saturday the 18th. The first 
game ended with a score of  25-11 with 
North Moore taking the first game and 
the second and third game ended with 
a score of  25-17 and 25-19 with North-
Moore also taking both games.

GOLF: 
Monday October 20th, Alexa Re-

ese competed in the regional golf  
match at Glen Oaks Golf  Course in 
Maiden,North Carolina.

CROSS COUNTRY: 
Wednesday the 15th, the High-

school cross country team competed in 
the Smoky Mountain Conference Cham-
pionship meet. On the girls side, sopho-
more Blakely Moore finished 2nd and on 
the boys side Senior Davis Moore fin-
ished 2nd. The cross country team will 
compete this Saturday he 22nd in Ash-
ville.

SOCCER: 
Due to weather and bad field condi-

tions, games were cancelled this week. 
They travel to Blueridge on Wednesday 
October 23rd and play Murphy at home 
on Thursday October 24th for their last 
regular season game. Details of  those 
games will be available in next weeks issue.

MS VOLLEYBALL & 
MS SOCCER
Middle school volleyball and soccer 

also wrapped up their season but details 
were not available at this time.

– Sierrra Nylund
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•Highlands Area Events •
Mondays

• Shortoff Baptist Church 
hosts a non-denominational Men’s 
Meeting the first Monday night of 
each month at 7 pm and all men 
are invited to attend. 

Tuesdays
• Free Community Table Din-

ner at the Community Bldg. at 6p.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 

8:05a. $5.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9a.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 

9:05a. $5
Mon.-Sat.
• Nantahala Tennis Club 

meets 9a-12 noon, at Highlands 
Civic Center, tennis courts. $2 per 
person, and all visitors are wel-
come! 

Wednesdays
• First Baptist Church is 

happy to present a new season of 
X-treme Games at the Highlands 
Rec. Park. The games will be held 
Wednesday nights from 6 to 7:15 
pm, starting September 10th. For 

more information or to pre-regis-
ter your k - 6th grade child, please 
call 526-4153. 

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson 

Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-
3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at 

Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

1st & 3rd Thursdays
• Free local ongoing support 

group for caregivers. Are you in-
volved with the care of a loved 
one who is physically or mentally 
facing challenges? Sponsored by 
The Counseling and Psychotherapy 
Center of Highlands and the High-
lands United Methodist Church, 
this group meets at 4PM at Room 
203 at the Peggy Crosby Center. 
Facilitated by Bonnie Gramlich, a li-
censed professional. Drop in or call 
for further info, 828.342.0546. 

Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Carol 

at Hudson Library 10:40am. Open 
to the public. 

• Highlands Writer’s Group 
meets every Thursday from 1-3:30 
pm at Hudson Library. Writers of all 
genres welcome. For info call 526-
8009 or 526-2295.

• Weight Watchers support 
group meets every Thursday at 6pm 
at the Cashiers Community Center. 
Questions? Call Lisa 828-506-3555 
Last Fri. of each month.

• Free wine tastings from 5-7p 
at MountainTop Wine Shoppe.

• NAMI (National Alliance on 
Mental Illness)offers a peer support 
group for individuals that are deal-
ing with depression, anxiety, PTSD, 
bipolar, schizophrenia, etc. and the 
family members or friends of loved 
ones dealing with these challenges. 
Join us in a safe, confidential envi-
ronment to share concerns and gain 
insight. Join us for our Weekly Sup-
port Group from 7 – 8:15 pm @ 
14 West Palmer Street in Franklin 
NC, email dcwithnami@yahoo.com, 
Donita (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint 

Guild meets at the Highlands Rec 

Park at 10 a.m. Newcomers wel-
comed.

Fri.-Sun.
• Hal Phillips on the piano at 

Skyline Lodge during dinner and 
Sunday brunch.

Fri. & Sat.
• The Historical Society Mu-

seum is open.
Saturdays
• Fall Market Place in High-

lands Village Square at the corner of 
Oak and 5th streets. Local produce, 
vendors and crafters. 9-1ish until 
weather goes south. For informa-
tion, call Debbie at Fressers at 828-
526-8847.

• Free wine tastings at Moun-
tainTop Wine Shoppe from 1-3p.

Sundays 
• At Highlands Inn, Sequoyah 

Room at 4:30 pm. Multi-denomina-
tional, Interactive Bible Study and 
Fellowship. Open to all. 

Through-Sat., Nov. 1
• One Stop Voting begins at 9a-

1p Saturdays and at the Highlands 
Rec Park 9a-5p weekedays and 9a-
1p Saturdays and at the courthouse 
in Franklin 1a-6p weekdays. 

Thurs., October 23
• At Hudson Library, READing 

Paws Program starting.
• Republicans will meet on 

Thursday, at  7PM at the Qualla 
Community Building,1891 Shoal 
Creek Loop in Whittier. All Repub-
lican mid-term election candidates 
for federal, state and county of-
fices are expected to speak and 
answer voter questions.  Food will 
be catered by Granny’s Kitchen.  For 
Jackson County GOP information, 
please call Ralph Slaughter @ 828 
743-6491, email: jacksonctygop@
yahoo.com.

Sat., Oct. 25
• Hiker Jam Octoberfest: Fall 

Beer and Music Festival. 10a to 11p. 
General Admission and Beer Ticket 
$25, VIP Admission, $100. Tickets 
available at the Hiker Jam website 
http://www.hikerjam.com/ or at 
Highlands or Cashiers chambers of 
commerce.

• At The Bascom, Spooky Raku 
with Frank Vicery. 10a to 4p. Call 
787-2865

• The Scaly Mountain Women’s 
Club will host a Pancake Breakfast 
at the Scaly Mountain Community 
Center at the Corner of NC 106 
and Buck Knob Road from 7:30 A.M. 
to 10:30 A.M. on Saturday. Adults 
$5.50, and Children $3.50. Proceeds 
benefit scholarships for area stu-

dents and human service’s agen-
cies. 

• At Cabin Couture, a book-
signing with author Terri Kennedy’s 
newly published book, “Animus.”

• At the Rec Park, Donkey 
Basketball. Game starts at 6:30. 
Dinner starts at 5p. $5 dinner 
plates. Tickets are $6 in advance 
and $8 at the door. Available at 
Highlands School or the Rec Park.

Sun., Oct. 26
• First Presbyterian Church 

will host an old fashioned Hymn 
Sing at 4pm on Sunday. Those at-
tending may choose favorite hymns 
to sing from the 1938 Cokesbury 
hymnal. Song leader will be Stell 
Huie with Angie Jenkins at the pi-

The“Enchanted Forest” 
Nature Trail is set for the evening 
of  Thursday, October 30.

Nature Center staff  and 
volunteers will lead small groups 
on an evening stroll through the 
Botanical Garden.  Bring your 
flashlights and enjoy early trick-or-
treating along the trails where you 
will encounter a variety of  friendly 
forest creatures, portrayed by 
students from the UNC Institute 
for the Environment Program at 
the Highlands Biological Station.  
Learn about wildlife as each animal 
you meet shares entertaining and 
interesting nature facts about 
themselves!

Group tours will leave the 
Nature Center every 15 minutes 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.   Each 
tour will last approximately one-
half  hour.  This event is not 
scary and is appropriate for all 
ages.  Admission is only $1 per 
person.  For more information, 
please call 526-2623 or visit 
highlandsbiological.org. 

Halloween 
‘Enchanted 
Forest’ Trail 
at Highlands 

Nature Center

From left: Ellen Agee, Lance Trudel, Michael Lanzilotta. 
Photo by Cynthia Strain.

Come to the Highlands 
Cashiers Players production of  
“An Evening with David Ives” 
this weekend to see what ev-
eryone is talking about! 

While director Bonnie 
Earman understands that audi-
ences enjoy elaborate sets and 
costumes, she felt it was time 
to stage something a bit more 
unusual. Earman says, “High-
lands is a sophisticated town 
and it’s time to challenge any 
preconceived notions about 
theater.” 

She was introduced to the 
wacky world of  David Ives by 
renowned actress and direc-
tor, Collin Wilcox Paxton at 
The Instant Theatre Company 
“An Evening with David Ives” 
is black box theater at its most 
exciting. 

In this show the players 
present four different scenes 
depicting a broad cross section 
of  the human condition. 

In “Mere Mortals” we see 
three iron workers high above 
the city contemplating the 
difference between how the 

world sees us and how we see 
ourselves. In “Sure Thing,” set in 
a coffee shop, two strangers meet 
and endlessly rewind conversa-
tions in the hopes of  making a 
connection. 

“Dr. Fritz: Or The Forces of  
Light” is a crazy mix of  vaude-
ville, faith and self-reflection. Set 
in an unidentified foreign coun-
try, an ailing tourist finds himself  
seeking the help of  a rather un-

conventional professional. 
The final scene, “A Cap-

tive Audience,” is part The Dick 
Van Dyke Show and part The 
Twilight Zone as Rob and Laura 
realize just how intrusive televi-
sion can be.

All performances are held 
at Highlands PAC on Chestnut 
Street and tickets may be pur-
chased by calling the HCP box 
office: 828-526-8084.  

Vignetts about life with HCP
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•Highlands Area Events•

The Western Carolina University Concert Choir will be singing during the 
11 a.m. worship service at Highlands First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 
October 26. The group is conducted by Dr. Michael Lancaster who also 
serves as Director of  Worship/Music at the church. Everyone is cordially 
invited to attend the service. 

....and at 4 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church will host an old fashioned Hymn Sing at 4pm 
on Sunday, October 26. Those attending may choose favorite hymns to 
sing from the 1938 Cokesbury hymnal. Song leader will be Stell Huie with 
Angie Jenkins at the piano. Also featured will be the FPC Men’s Quartet 
singing several old favorites. Everyone is cordially invited to attend. The 
church is located at the corner of  Main and 5th Streets. Handicap entrances 
are located on Church Street and on Fifth Street. 

This Sunday at First Presbyterian

ano. Also featured will be the FPC 
Men’s Quartet singing several old 
favorites. Everyone is cordially in-
vited to attend. The church is lo-
cated at the corner of Main and 
5th Streets. 

• The Western Carolina Uni-
versity Concert Choir will be 
singing during the 11 a.m. worship 
service at Highlands First Presby-
terian Church on Sunday, October 
26. The group is conducted by Dr. 
Michael Lancaster who also serves 
as Director of Worship/Music at 
the church. Everyone is cordially 
invited to attend the service. 

Tues., Oct. 28
• At Hudson Library, “Life in 

Highlands” Film at 6p.
Wed., Oct. 29
• Iotla Baptist Church will be 

hosting a “Trunk or Treat” event on 
Wednesday from 5:30 pm – 7:30 
pm.  Everyone is invited to come 
and enjoy a safe and fun-filled eve-
ning of going “trunk to trunk” in 
the parking lot to receive candy 
and treats.  Each child will also 
receive a goody bag.  There will 
games, a hayride and a free hotdog 
supper!  Everyone is Welcome!

Thurs., Oct. 30
• NC SENATE 50 debate at 

7p at SCC between Senator Jim 
Davis and challenger Jane Hipps in 
the Burrell Conference Center 

• Halloween “Enchanted For-
est” Nature Trail at the Highlands 
Nature Center.  Group tours leave 
every 15 minutes from 6:30 – 7:30 
pm.  Bring a flashlight to go early 
trick-or-treating along the Bo-
tanical Garden trails. Encounter 
friendly forest creatures (por-
trayed by students of the UNC 
Institute for the Environment) and 
learn interesting nature facts about 
each one!  For all ages; cost is only 
$1 per person.  Please call 526-
2623 for more information.

Fri., Oct. 31
• Annual Highlands Trick or 

Treating on Main Street, 6-8 p.
Starting Tues., Nov. 4
• At Hudson Library, Tuesday 

Night Movie Series starting No-
vember 4th 

Tues., Nov. 4
• Highlands Dialogue at the 

Hudson Library from 10-11:30a. 
Subject: Your Fatwa Does Not Ap-
ply Here.”

Thurs.-Sun., Nov. 6-9
• The Culinary Weekend 

Website is up and running and 
tickets are on sale! Visit www.

highlandsculinaryweekend.com for 
all the details and links to purchase 
tickets.

Tues., Nov. 18
•Highlands Dialogue at the 

Hudson Library from 10-11:30a. 
Subject: Pan by Knut Hamsun. 

Fri., Nov. 28
• At PAC the Friday after 

Thanksgiving, Jason D Williams. En-
thusiastic, Reckless, Stormy…Rock 
& Roll in its natural state. Call to-

day, most of the concerts last year 
were sold out. Highlands PAC 507 
Chestnut Street, Highlands www.
highlandspac.org.

Sat., Nov. 29
• Annual Lightning of the town, 

Christmas Carolling and visits with 
Santa.

Sat., Dec. 6
• Annual Christmas Parade on 

Main Street Highlands.
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Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 29 years on high  
quality merchandise and service that is second to none.

Main St, Oak Square, Highlands  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 • Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

(828) 526-5759
www.shirazruggalleries.com

• Expert  
Hand-Cleaning 
• Restoration & 

Appraisals
• We purchase 

old rugs

Florida Showrooms: Naples, Orlando, Sarasota & Tampa

OCTOBER SALE
40%-65% reg. item 

85% off Red Tag Sale
25% off hand cleaning 

& repairs

• See CANDIDATES page 13

use conversations should continue to be 
a topic for further discussion between the 
county commissioners and Highlands. I 
believe the county and both municipalities 
(Highlands and Franklin) have different 
tax revenues with different policies and le-
gal interpretations that provide a guide on 
how the governing body can use the tax 
revenues.”

Ronnie Beale graduated from Frank-
lin High School in 1973 and has been a 
lifelong resident of  Macon County. Since 
1980, Beale has been a local business own-
er, owning and operating Beale Construc-
tion. 

Beale was first elected to the board of  
commissioners in 2006 and ran a success-
ful re-election campaign in 2010 giving him 
eight years as a commissioner in Macon 
County. Beale was elected 2nd Vice Presi-
dent of  the North Carolina Association of  
County Commissioners in 2011 and was 
elected President in August of  2014. 

In addition to the commission, Beale 
serves on the Macon Bank Board of  Di-
rectors, Macon County Fair Board of  Di-
rectors, liaison to county departments, and 
Smoky Mountain LME Board of  Direc-
tors.

In hopes of  securing his third term on 
the board, Beale said his reason for want-
ing to serve the citizens of  Macon County 
has not changed. “The reason I ran for 
county commissioner in 2006 is still the 

same reason I am running in 2014,” said 
Beale. “That is to be an advocate for Ma-
con County and to improve the quality 
of  life for all Maconians.”

Beale explained his stance against 
fracking as being driven by the law’s lan-
guage surrounding compulsory pooling, 
which would mean despite being against 
the practice on their own property, land-
owners can be forced to allow fracking if  
their neighbors approve of  it. 

According to Beale, there are two 
main issues facing Highlands residents. 
The first being the impending property 
revaluation. 

“I think as commissioners we need 
to be mindful, that like other areas of  the 
county, residents in Highlands stand to 
be significantly impacted by the current 
revaluation. Some good and unfortu-
nately some bad, be we need to be aware 
of  these impacts. The other issue is the 
roads throughout Highlands. We need to 
continue to work on improvements to 
the roads throughout and surrounding 
Highlands. The current board has been 
working closely with the DOT in work-
ing to get the roads in Macon County pri-
oritized and placed on a list to get much 
needed improvements made.” 

In regards to the recent Planning 
Board recommendation to not pursue in-
frastructure improvements in the munici-
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...CANDIDATES continued from page 12

palities Beale said the county 
needs to be open-minded.

“Any opportunity the 
county can help with things 
such as acquiring grants and 
making projects possible 
within the municipalities 
such as Highlands will be an 
economic advantage for the 
county as a whole.” 

John Martin hails from 
Iotla Valley area of  Macon 
County and after graduating 
high school in 1976 went 
on to attend Southwestern 
Community College where he studied 
Business and Paralegal, Tri-County Com-
munity College (Accounting, Business, 
and Real Estate), and Western Carolina 
University (Marketing, and Entrepreneur-
ship). 

After graduating from WCU in 1980, 
Martin started in the insurance business. 
He added a real estate business in 1987 
and went on to continue his education 
by attending The American College, The 
College for Financial Planning, Winston-
Salem State University, and American 
Health Plans (AHP) where he earned nu-
merous professional designations in the 
insurance and financial field. 

In 1997, Martin founded a state-cer-
tified insurance education school, Ameri-
can Financial Studies to teach insurance 
and financial planning to adult profes-
sionals. He also taught financial, business, 
retirement, and estate planning with The 
American College as an adjunct professor 
for two years.

Martin says his reason for running 
for commission is to ensure that Macon 
County stays on a path of  fiscal respon-
sibility and less government regulations. 

“I believe that all our commission-
ers are honorable men and all want the 
best for Macon County however there 
is a real difference in their approach to 
government, its size and tax and regula-
tory burdens on people,” said Martin. 

“Many people are experienc-
ing tough times and the peo-
ple don’t need or want higher 
taxes with more government 
regulation in their lives. I am 
running to give people a real 
choice in the county commis-
sioner race.”

With fracking as an is-
sue at the LWV forum, Mar-
tin explained that he opposes 
the legislation for numerous 
reasons including the com-
pulsory pooling. “I oppose 
fracking for a number of  rea-

sons and one of  those is the ability to force 
people, to allow the MEC (Mining and En-
ergy Commission, to force people to allow 
fracking on their land.”

Commissioner Ron Haven, who is 
seeking re-election for his second term, 
was first elected to the board in 2010. Ha-
ven, a Macon County native, graduated 
from Franklin High School in 1975 and 
has since worked in the county in the ac-
commodation industry and managing real 
estate properties for over 25 years. Haven 
is the owner of  Haven’s Budget Inn on 
East Palmer Street, The Sapphire Inn on 
East Main St. Franklin and the Budget Inn 
of  Hiawassee in Georgia.

Haven explained that he is seeking a 
second term to keep Macon County on a 
fiscally responsible path. “Our national 
debt is nearing 18 trillion dollars, Macon 
County has around 35,000 citizens,” said 
Haven. “The commissioners have spent 
around $400 million tax dollars in the past 
eight years. This is caused by the major-
ity of  hands going into the air when they 
shouldn’t. From Macon County to Wash-
ington, DC we are going to have to bring 
spending under control. I feel we could 
have just as much on several million tax 
dollars less per year if  we worked at it.”

When asked what he views as being 
the greatest issue facing Highlands, Haven 
noted the needed for infrastructure im-

Gary Shields Ronnie Beale John Martin

Ron Haven

• See CANDIDATES page 25
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Corey James Gallery &  
Estate Consignment Boutique

828-526-4818 • 228 S. 3rd Street
(Corner of 3rd and Spring behind the Methodist Church)

Now liquidating many estate items 
at INCREDIBLE prices to the public: 

Western art, bronzes, paintings, furnishings,  
collectibles, antiques & more!

Open Everyday 

until Sundown

...HCH continued from page 1

OCTOBER
 SALE

ALL Wood Furniture 

25% - 50% OFF
At the Store on Main Street

and at the Warehouse by appointment. 
( Above Brick Oven Pizza )

out of  Asheville and it basically all comes 
down to money.

In this day and age it’s just about 
impossible for an independent hospital – 
especially hospitals in rural and seasonal 
towns like Highlands and Cashiers – to 
not only be sustainable but to have the re-
sources to keep up with new technology 

and equipment and to recruit and retain 
doctors when the “work” just isn’t here, 
said Paulus.

For a decade, HCH has been losing 
about $4 million a year and Paulus said he 
would be happy if  through the affiliation 
with Mission Health and by adhering to its 
mission, HCH could break even.

“Hospitals like Highlands-Cashiers 
must integrate with a larger system because 
they can’t make it otherwise,” he said.

Since 2013, 29 hospitals in the US have 
closed and 23 of  those are in states that 
opted out of  the Medicaid Expansion pro-
gram. One reason behind expanding Med-
icaid eligibility which is part of  the Afford-
able Care Act, was to decrease Emergency 
Room visits by people without insurance or 
Medicare who use the ER as “their doctor.” 

In both Macon and Jackson counties at 
least 20% of  citizens are not insured. This 
means people show up at the Emergency 
Room. 

“We have to treat everyone who steps 
over the threshold whether they can pay or 
not,” said Paulus. “It’s the law.”

Many of  these ER visits are written 
off  as bad debt because usually people who 
can’t afford to go to the doctor, go to the 
ER because they know they must be treat-
ed.

These include people with employer 
offered health insurance packages with 
such high deductibles, they opt for the ER 
rather than a doctor’s visit.

North Carolina is the 38th least healthy 
state in the union and people in Western 
NC die more frequently from diseases than 
in the state as a whole.

Why? Western NC has an older pop-
ulation – about 15% of  Jackson County’s 
population is 65+; Macon and Transylvania 
counties hover near 25%. And since West-
ern NC has more people without health in-
surance than elsewhere in the state, health-
care often comes too late.

Therefore, Mission’s mission is to im-
prove the health of  the people of  Western 
NC on the front lines by working to in-
crease the number of  primary care physi-
cians in the system.

“We just don’t have enough doctors in 
Western NC,” said Paulus. “The US has 27 
physicians per 10,000 people; North Caro-
lina has 21; Macon County has 19 and Jack-
son County has 21. And we have too few 
primary care physicians in the 18 Western 

NC counties.
The assault on the nation’s health-

care system has really been felt in the rural 
healthcare category because according to 
Paulus, there has been a loss of  champi-
ons for people, a strong fiscal conservative 
“reduce spending at all cost movement,” 
and a growing negative attitude toward 
CAHs by those in power in the state and 
federal governments who just don’t un-
derstand the importance of  Critical Ac-
cess Hospitals (CAH) in rural communi-
ties, he said.

Like many rural hospitals, HCH is a 
CAH.

A CAH is a hospital certified under 
a set of  Medicare Conditions of  Partici-
pation (CoP), which are structured differ-
ently than acute care hospitals. 

Some of  the requirements for CAH 
certification include having no more than 
25 inpatient beds; maintaining an annual 
average length of  stay of  no more than 
96 hours for acute inpatient care; offering 
24-hour, 7-day-a-week emergency care; 
and being located in a rural area, at least 
35 miles drive away from any other hospi-
tal or CAH (fewer in some circumstances). 

The limited size and short stay length 
allowed to CAHs encourage a focus on 
providing care for common conditions 
and outpatient care, while referring other 
conditions to larger hospitals. Certifica-
tion allows CAHs to receive cost-based 
reimbursement from Medicare, instead of  
standard fixed reimbursement rates. This 
reimbursement has been shown to en-
hance the financial performance of  small 
rural hospitals that were losing money 
prior to CAH conversion and thus reduce 
hospital closures

What now for HCH and its pa-
tients?

Under the Mission Health umbrella, 
patients in Highlands and Cashiers who 
need care at a hospital will still go to HCH 
where they could either be transferred to 
Mission (if  needed and only after consul-

• See HCH page 15
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Mountain Brook Center
828-526-5114

HighCottonLuxuryLinens.com
www.facebook.com/highcottonluxurylinens

Your source for 
FINE LINENS

Reed Family Linens

Hand-Embroidered Percale Sheets

Royal Hotel Collection

Pacific Coast Feather Comforters

400, 800, & 1,000 Ct. Sheet Sets

Egyptian Cotton Down Comforters

Matelasse Coverlets & Bedspreads

Robes

and much more

Fall into shopping Highlands!

Now bigger with even more to love! 
the boutique 

326 Main St. • 828-482-4375

25% OFF!

Check out our 
50% Off SALE ROOM!

Open Daily • 10a to 5p

526-3909
468 Carolina Way

Fall into ...

Home Decor,  
Art & Antiques, too

Fall into shopping at 
Cabin Couture! 

Book signing October 25th 
11a to 2p

While you 
are here, 
check out 

Terri 
Kennedy’s 
new book. 
“Animus.”

...HCH continued 
from page 14
tation) where specialists could be 
involved with the case through 
“telemedicine” from any of  the 
six hospitals in the 18-county 
region; or patients could stay at 
HCH where a specialist could be 
involved from anywhere in the 
system by the same means.

For instance HCH’s 
TeleStroke machine enables an 
off-site specialist to be involved 
from the get-go interpreting the 
case and authorizing treatment. 
Paulus said the same idea can be 
done for almost anything.

What is HCH going to 
look like?

“This hospital is going to 
stay,” said Paulus. “There will be 
an ER. There will be a robust am-
bulatory outpatient service, out-
patient surgery, outpatient coun-
seling and coaching, laboratory 
testing, doctor visits, etc. 

Paulus explained that inpa-
tient care and outpatient care are 
different. Though patients may 
be in a hospital bed, if  released 
within 48 hours the stay is consid-
ered out-patient which costs less 
all the way around compared to 

• See HCH page 22
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It’s Never 
Too Early to 
Start Your 
Holiday  

Shopping!
Complimentary Gift Wrapping

365 Main Street
828-526-9415

C o m e  S e e  O u r  N e w 
F a l l  A r r i v a l s !

Lighting 
Lamp Shades

42

BAGS 
on 

MAIN
Next to The Toy Store

Main Street • 828-526-9415

Fall Sale Underway!

Fall into shopping Highlands!

Contemporary Crafts, 
Art for the Body, 

Gifts for the Home.

10 Foreman Road 
(corner of US 64 & Foreman Rd) 

Voted Highlands’ Best 
Gift Store. 

828-526-9300.

ALL Men’s 
Clothing 

50%-80% off 
ALWAYS!

446 Main Street
828-526-3963

at
Jolie’s

Highlands Fun Place 
to Shop!

Name Brands
(All Gift Items are Returnable)

Men’s White 
Shorts 

Now 70% OFF!
3rd Thursday

Nov. 20
Mark Your Calendars!
Exclusive Trunk Show

Artist/Jeweler
Mark Edge
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338 Main St.
526-4777

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

Flirting with FALL!
Free People
Michael Stars 

Tees, Wild Fox,
CP Shades, 

Bedstu Boots
...and more!  

JEANS  
~ Joes

~ 7 for all 
mankind

~ Citizens, 
AG, 

Hudson

Don’t forget to visit 
our 

SALE ROOM!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 74th season on Main Street

Friday-Saturday • 11-5
828-526-3160

Our Annual 
FALL Sale Has 

Begun!

Fall into shopping Highlands!

Now bigger with even more to love! 
the boutique 

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

All 
Styles
$129!

Introducing...

Jeans
Gray
Black
and

Midnight
Blue

Life is an adventure ... so dress 
the part!

Get High! or Get Elevated!
Highlands 4118.

Long Sleeved T-Shirts
Falls on Main • 539 E. Main

(828) 526-3320
www.cabincasualshighlands.com

Fall Sale 15% off furniture
1152 n. 4th street, highlands

828.526.0101

... a gathering  
of unconventional objects

The Hen House
488 E. Main Street

828-787-2473

20% 
off 

most 
Fall 

Clothes
25% 
off 

Coats

A Hen House 
Favorite!
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• Real Estate Snapshots •

41 Church Street & 2334 Cashiers Road • Highlands NC 28741  
(828) 526-1717 • 526-4101

www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

One of a kind custom 3br/3.5ba 
home with Whiteside Mountain 
view in Highlands Falls Coun-
try Club.  Viking kitchen, high 
ceilings and more.  $897,000.  
MLS#75205

Commercial and/or residential on 
the Franklin Road across from The 
Bascom. 3br/3ba home, separate of-
fice/shop space plus an apartment. 
$759,000.  MLS# 80215

Flat Mountain Estates.  3br, 4.5ba 
mountain home with cathedral ceil-
ing, floor to ceiling fireplace, wood 
walls and floors.  Excellent condi-
tion.  $489,000.  MLS #79177

Beautifully maintained old High-
lands charmer!  4 br/2ba, wood 
floors, new kitchen, 2 car garage and 
lovely yard.  $387,000.  MLS# 79149

Custom 3br/ba timber peg home 
in popular Cold Springs Saddle 
and Tennis Club,  offering lake 
access, horse pastures, stables, ten-
nis courts and trails.  $377,900.  
MLS# 79598

$45,000 price reduction on this 
free standing 3br/2ba Golf Villa 
in Highlands Falls Country Club. 
Exceptional value!  $249,999.  
MLS# 78712

Dramatic price reduction on this 
4br/2ba/2hba private estate with 
pond, waterfall and incredible Blue 
Valley view.  $747,000. MLS# 77015 New listing in Highlands Falls Coun-

try Club with  3br, 3ba, guest apart-
ment with full kitchen and family 
room.  $730,000.  MLS# 80446

VZ Top Condo like you’ve never 
seen before!  2br/2ba with floor 
plan modification, new kitchen and 
baths, all new windows and doors.  
$275,000.  MLS# 80358

Newer, upscale home adjacent to 
Highlands Falls Country Club. 
3br/3ba on the main level, 2 
guest suites and family room on 
lower level, granite countertops, 
wood floors.  $627,000.  MLS 
#76569

Old Highlands Charm with a 
mountain view. Vaulted living 
room ceiling with pine walls – 
opens to screened porch and 
sun room.  4/4   MLS#71520  
$699,000

Where do you live when in the 
mountains?? Outside on the deck of 
course.  This 3/2 home has a fabulous 
deck complete with fireplace, perfect 
for enjoying the beautiful mountain 
views. The kitchen and both baths 
have been completely remodeled.  
MLS #76783  $720,000

Located at the end of a cul de sac in 
HFCC with National Forest on two 
sides. 3/3 with beautiful, easy care 
landscaping.   MLS#67817   $725,000

Custom built home completed 
December 2004. Spacious great 
room/dining room with vaulted pine 
ceilings & exposed beams. 3/2 ½ 
plus a bonus room, Screened porch 
with mountain view.  $795,000 
MLS#77180

This home is in like-new condition. 
Two master suites on the main 
floor, plus two guest suites upstairs 
with a bonus loft area. The large 
covered deck overlooks a rushing 
stream. Lower family room plus 
an additional guest area and great 
storage.  $797,000 MLS#77880

COMPLETELY remodeled in 
2005. Truly a hidden gem.  New 
kitchen, luxury master suite w/
his and her baths. All 6 bedroom 
have private baths. 4 fireplaces. 
Beautifully landscaped grounds 
incl stream & pond. Guesthouse.  
MLS #76459  $1,100,000 

Perfect for a large family, this home has 
a golf course and mountain view in 
Highlands Falls.  Plenty of room for all 
with a bunk room, family room with 
game and media area.  Large covered 
decks, screened porch, sun room   5/6 
½  $1.350,000  MLS#76033

Located in Highgate with a great 
mountain view,  this home is the 
epitome of a mountain home. 
Beautifully landscaped, large covered 
deck w/fireplace. 5/5 ½ in main 
house.  There is also an amazing 
guest cabin with 2 bedrooms, 1 ½ .   
$2,175,000.   MLS#77222.

Hard to find - walk to town on 
multiple acres. This historic property 
includes a playhouse, a badminton 
court; a gazebo and a pond. Backs 
up to Biological Station with trails to 
Lindenwood Lake. Sunset Rocks trail 
is directly across the street.  6/7  MLS 
#79675  $2,200.000

In Mountain Top. Designed by 
Keith Summerour on 1.8 acres 
adjacent to a  conser vat ion 
easement of 6 acres.  5/4.5 
with 3 fireplaces. MLS# 68782 
$2,295,000
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• Real Estate Snapshots •• Investing at 4,118 Ft. •

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

WhiteOakRG.com
Susie deVille,

Broker-in-Charge
(828) 371-2079

Luxury Living w/Coveted Mtn. Views

Commercial Building w/Stream Frontage

Looking for rustic elegance with easy access to  
Highlands’ Main Street? Warm & inviting, this  
renovated 3BR/3BA townhome features wood flooring,  
updated kitchen w/granite counter tops and  
stainless steel appliances, gorgeous fireplace w/gas logs &  
rustic mantle, expansive master suite w/office area 
& bay window, and open decking overlooking the  
beautiful common area grounds. Situated at the end 
of a cul-de-sac w/easy walk to the tennis courts. Great 
rental history and offered furnished!

Offered at $298,000.  MLS #78393.

Lush, In-Town Lot Tony Highlands Townhouse

Contact 
Susie deVille at 
(828) 371-2079.

Andréa Gabbard  
200-6742

andreagabbard@gmail.com

H I G H L A N D S   M O U N T A I N   R E A L T Y
COMMERCIAL 
OPPORTUNITY
 On the Highlands 

Road. Close to Win-
ery, Zip line, Snow 
Tubing, and Christ-

mas tree Farm. 
MLS 78742 

$125,000

NEAT-AS-A-PIN 
3BR/2BA 
w/garage 

on 4.99 acres 
on a stream 
MLS 80506 

$616,000

Wanda Klodosky
Landmark Realty Group

Wanda@LandmarkRG.com

Located on historic Satulah Mountain in the heart of 
Highlands, this truly unique, 1.1 +/- acre lot features 
easy access, a gentle building site, lush wooded views, 
and Town power and water. Recently surveyed and 
flagged, this unique parcel is easy to walk and see. 

Offered at $199,000. MLS #75978.

Stunning commercial building, designed by Red Fifer 
and built by Ronnie Beale. Soaring ceilings, light & 
bright, hardwood floors throughout, gas log fireplace, 
and situated on a gorgeous lot with rushing stream. 
Mltiple uses: retail, professional service, and/or  
office space. Outstanding visibility from the highway 
on the ATL side of town. Finish the lower level for  
residential use. Stubbed out for bathroom and 
laundry; light, bright, high ceilings, and decking  
overlooking the stream. Priced to SELL! Furnishings 
are negotiable. This property is also available for rent 
at $1,500 per month, excluding utilities.

Offered at $499,000. MLS #73176. 

An estate boasting an unparalleled combination of 
the best in mountain views, super craftsmanship, 
and custom design. Situated on 2.55 +/- gentle acres, 
this elegant home features 4BR/4.5BA, gourmet 
kitchen with custom cabinetry, soaring ceilings with  
fireplaces, heated travertine tile in the bathrooms, 
luxurious office/den, and long-range views of  
Whiteside Mountain and beyond. Expansive  
Carolina Porch with built-in Viking grill, stone  
fireplace, and easy access to kitchen/dining areas. 

Offered at $2,675,000, MLS #79156.

We live in 
one of  the 
most beau-

tiful places around 
and a leading cause 
for that lush green-
ery during the spring 
and summer is our 
higher than normal 
rainfall amounts. 
For those of  us who 
were here on Tues-
day, October 14, the 
idea of  an ark was 
tossed around!

While many are heading to 
warmer climates for the winter 
months, your investment is here 
with our rain, snow and cold. 
Below are some ideas you should 
consider to help protect your 
mountain investment. Remem-
ber, it is much easier and less 
expensive to do maintenance 
than repairs. Water management 
is a year round responsibility but 
becomes even more important 
when you are away and are not 
around to see the problems wa-
ter might be causing. 

Some things to check into 
and watch out for include:

1. Constantly check all wa-
ter entry points and make sure 
they are working the way they 
should be. These include the 
roofs, windows and doors, gut-
ters and downspouts, etc. Have 
a qualified contractor who un-
derstands these and have them 
check your home regularly. Re-
peating problems are clogged 
gutters and downspouts, roof  
shingles blown off  during a 
high wind or window and doors 
glazing drying out and cracking. 
Additionally you should keep an 
eye out for any cracks in your 
foundations, walls or basement 
floors. It is important then to 
have a contractor that you trust 
to fix anything that is noticed 
before water starts coming in.

2. Check after every major 
storm to make certain that no 
trees or limbs have fallen on or 
around your home. A limb lying 
on the ground may have hit the 
house causing a roof  or gutter 
leak, so always check for addi-
tional damage.

3. One of  the things we 

Ways to Protect Your Home from 
Water Intrusion

like so much in the 
mountains is our 
lush tree coverage. 
During the fall, these 
lovely leaves fall and 
can if  not removed 
block the normal 
water paths around 
your home. This can 
cause the water that 
would normally flow 
around your home 
to run into the 
house. This can be 

in through a door, garage, or into 
your crawl space so keeping the 
leaves removed is a very impor-
tant part of  water management. 

4. We have very few flat, lev-
el home-sites so a second line of  
defense is quite often needed to 
protect your home. Sump pumps, 
French drains and interior drains 
are some of  the ways to move 
water either away from or out 
from under your home. Check 
them regularly to make sure they 
are in working order and that the 
water that flows to them is clear 
from debris. 

5. Take a look at your home-
owner’s insurance. There are op-
tions to have coverage for ‘sud-
den water damage’. If  you don’t 
have this rider, check on its avail-
ability from your carrier.

In short, the old ‘an ounce 
of  prevention is worth a pound 
of  cure’ adage is applicable to 
your home’s longevity. The main-
tenance of  your home today will 
repay you in the long run should 
you decide to sell your home in 
the future. Buyers are very savvy 
and very wary of  homes with wa-
ter problems. Keep your home 
and investment in good repair for 
you and for future owners.
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COUNTRY  CLUB  PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4info@frontier.com

Main Street Mt. Fresh

Laurel Falls at Skyline. Great cot-
tage sits on the upper side of the 
road and features a huge wrap 
around porch.  3BD/3BA. Loft, 
master bedroom with en-suite 
bath. Lower level has family room 
with guest room and bath. one-car 
garage. $575,000.00. mls #77615

Mountain contemporary with pri-
vacy on two lots in HFCC. Main lev-
el opens into a soaring greatroom 
with Brazilian cherry floors, granite 
surround fireplace. Dining room 
and spacious custom kitchen. Slid-
ing doors open onto stone floored 
porch with views of the extensive 
gardens, stream, 16th green, and Big 
Bearpen. 3-car garage. Offered at 
$1,595,000. mls #79440

This 10 plus acres has private drive, 
easy access, 2BD/2BA guest cot-
tage is in place, Flat building site 
with a spectacular mountain View 
of the layers of Blue Valley and dis-
tant points to the south. Offered at 
$995,000. mls #78135

On a private lane in Cold Springs. 
Large rooms open plan, great deck, 
two fireplaces and walk to the lake! 
Main Floor 2BD/2BA lower level 
family room with fireplace, bed-
room, bath and large workshop.  Of-
fered at $399,900.  MLS#69909

Darling log cabin is on a large 
private lot on Blackberry Lane. 
Move in condition. 2BD/2BA, loft, 
workshop. Glassed in porch over-
looks private wooded area.  More 
storage downstairs and room for 
a workshop. Offered mostly fur-
nished at $399,000. mls #76607

Stunning Whiteside Mountain view. 
Charming cabin needs some love 
but is comfortable and functional 
with 4BD/3BA. Good parking and 
woodburning fireplace. Offered at 
$885,000.  mls #78695

Atop Moon Mountain this 3BD/3BA 
home has a lovely screened porch 
with a nice mountain view.  Com-
pletely furnished.  Ready for you to 
move right in. Offered at $389,000.  
mls #78606

Turn of the century farm house on 
4.7 acres bordering USFS.  View, 
Frog pond, stream and mature 
perennial gardens embrace Main 
and detached Guest-house. Main 
has 3+bds/2.5ba, w/1car gr. Guest 
house is 1bd/1ba, w/2car gr.  Large 
master suite in main, fireplace, 
wood floors, newer kitchen w/
granite counter tops. $100,000 
PRICE REDUCTION!  480win-
field.com MLS# 79932 Offered at 
$559,000.

3BD/2BA easy living in good con-
dition. This one level home with 2 
car garage is in a quiet neighbor-
hood with community pond, tennis 
courts and picnic area. The home 
has been well maintained. Offered 
at $335,000.  mls #78785

RV parking and 50 amp. service. 
Close to Main St. on over an acre 
of nearly level land. Winter views 
of Shortoff and surrounding moun-
tains. Open kitchen, DR, LR create 
flowing spaces. Parcel in a private 
setting w/city water. 4000+ sq. ft. 
MLS 79469 Offered for $595,000.

WALK TO TOWN! Fabulous Lau-
rel Street location with a level lot! 
3BD/3BA a large open deck, cov-
ered porch and screened porch; 
two living areas with fireplaces and 
a large family kitchen. Many up-
grades have been added over the 
years. $435,000. mls #77937

3BR/2BA private year-round home 
with 180 degree mountain view on 
low maintenance lot. One level living 
and three screened porches Mature 
landscaping and all hemlocks have 
been treated and are in beautiful 
condition. Some upgrades needed, 
but otherwise a solid house. Offered 
at $129,000. mls #79176

5BD/5BA home with extensive 
landscaping, recirulating water fea-
ture with small pond. Quality finish-
es. Large rooms. Three living areas, 
2 kitchens, 5 fireplaces. Offered at 
$999,500. MLS #76828

Cozy 3BD/2BA home. Well main-
tained. Furnished. Owner will fi-
nance with 10% down. Great lot 
with 2-car garage and nice decks. 
Offered at $349,000. MLS #75653

Cute cabin on the Atlanta side of 
Highlands. Bedroom wing design 
with master and guest bedrooms 
on main level, Living room, kitchen, 
and dining in a greatroom design. 
Large deck overlooks a beautiful 
mountain vista and a low mainte-
nance acre lot. Offered at $210,000. 
mls #78847

Great views. Located above the 
Highlands Country Club close to 
town, 2BD/2BA upper level flat 
that is all one level. Beautiful wood 
floors and custom finishes. Offered 
completely turn key with just a few 
exceptions. Wonderful long range 
Blue Valley views and total south-
ern exposure and great sunsets. 
Offered at $295,000. mls #77489

Distinctively elegant, this 8D/8.5BA 
home is a perfect family retreat. Blue 
Valley view in back and Whiteside 
Mountain in front. Elevator services 
all three floors. 6 fireplaces, spacious 
custom kitchen. Main living area has 
sitting room, a keeping room, din-
ing, kitchen, master bedroom with 
fireplace and an office. Also attached 
guest house at ground level. Mem-
bership at Highlands Country Club 
available subject to approval. Of-
fered at $3,900,000. MLS# 65882

Exquisite home on gentle lot. High 
scales, huge rooms Living room with 
fireplace, opens on to a large deck 
and screened porch. Master suite on 
main level with ensuite bath. Den/
office, 2 car garage. Upstairs has 2 
bedrooms and more. Move in condi-
tion. $825,000. mls #79670

Income property with a nice private 
home located on a large private lot 
off of Hickory Hill Road. 2, 1BD/1BA 
income producing apartments. 
Great lot and mountain charm. Of-
fered at $179,000. mls #75668

Golf  villa in WCC. Open floorplan. 
2BD/2BA. Fireplace in Greatroom 
and double glass doors that open 
on to a covered porch with spec-
tacular views of the club lake, golf 
course, and mountains in the dis-
tance. $385,000. mls #79439
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Mal Phillips • Broker-in-Charge
828-200-2642

 Beats Money in the 
Bank!

Don’t miss this opportunity to invest 
in a commercial property on High-
land’s Rodeo Drive! Located on S. 4th 
Street, within a short block of Main 
St & within Highlands main business 
district. Across from Old Edwards 
Inn, a resort & spa. Great street pres-
ence with 27.15 ft of road frontage. In 
pristine condition & leased to a great 
tenant. Real estate investments of this 
caliber don’t come up often. Grab it!

 Classic Highlands Charmer • NOW $388,000 • MLS# 80236
Reduced from $418,000! Beautifully maintained, lightly updated, this quintessential Highlands 
cottage has 4 bdrms/two ba, a classic stone fireplace that begs to be lit, large rooms, including 
the kitchen, that flow beautifully, all in an oasis garden setting that includes grassy space where 
croquet has been played for years - no white ever allowed! Garage & gardening shed complete 
the peaceful existence enjoyed from generation to generation. A short walk to Mirror Lake 
completes the experience of old world Highlands!

email: TwigsRG@gmail.com

Residential Sales, Commercial Sales & Leasing  
& Sales of Undeveloped Properties with 

Integrity, Outrageous Customer Service, Hard Work 
& Just Plain Fun. Its not a marketing approach. 

It’s Who..We..Are!

Profitable Oasis for 75 Years! • $3,480,000 • MLS# 80525
Mitchell’s Lodge is “Highlands” for the many who return to it year after year! Walk to Main, profitable, and 
updated, this bit of paradise is located on 4.617 acres with 28 unique accommodations (Almost 70% of which 
have fireplaces) ranging from 1 and 2 bedroom “mountain” cabins to  1 bedroom suites with kitchenettes to the 
original 9 classic bedrooms that helped build the success story year after year! Come, sit, BUY!

Commercial Dream...Greystone
$1,180,000 • MLS# 80526

Located one block from Highlands’ Main Street 
& sitting across the pond from Mitchell’s Lodge, 
Greystone gets its name from the locally quarried 
granite used to construct it. Sitting on 2.376 acres 
and commercially zoned B-3, the possibilities are 
endless. A family home for generations, the original 
matriarch thought it would one day make a great res-
taurant. Indeed it would!

The Pride of Highlands
$12,800,000 • MLS# 80527

Highlands Plaza, the original shopping center for the 
plateau, remains the destination for meeting the areas 
basic shopping/restaurant needs. Not an “old dog” but 
instead, this treasure has been beautifully maintained, 
with the most recent improvement being the restruc-
turing and re-landscaping of the parking area (240+ 
spaces.) 9.6 acres acres, almost 54,000 approximate, 
rentable square feet, further development possible. 
With the largest grocery store, the only ABC store, 
dry cleaners, car wash, traditional Mexican, Chinese 
& Subway restaurants on the plateau, you can’t come 
to Highlands without going to the Plaza!

$724,000 • MLS 80237

The cachet of Old Edwards Club & 
Highlands Cove, an elevation of 4500 
& views of which most simply dream. 
Long/multi-range mountains, peeka-
boo glimpse of emerald green fair-
ways and frosty-white traps of the Old 
Edwards Club make this lot beyond 
special. On a cul-de-sac   with renown 
Ogilvie estate, beautiful gardens & 
grounds, make for prestige & com-
plete escape. Gated, guarded, dreamy.

$498,000 • MLS 80602

... LETTERS from 
page 8

Dear Editor,
Most of  us learned as 

children the Golden Rule: That 
we do unto to others as we 
would have them do unto us. 
In my Bible course at Davidson 
College and in Seminary, I was 
told that all major religions of  
the world also taught a version of  
the Golden Rule. Now 60 years 
later I happened to come across 
support for this contention and 
think others might find this of  
interest. 

Hindu or Brahmanism: 
“This is the sum of  duty. Do 
naught unto others which would 
cause you pain if  done to you” 
(Mahabharata, 5, 1517).

Buddhism: “Hurt not others 
in ways that you yourself  would 
find hurtful” (Udana-Varga 5, 
18).

Christianity: “All things 
whatsoever ye would that man 
should do to you, do ye even so 
to them: for this is the Law and 
the Prophets (Matthew 7, 12).

Confucianism: “Is there one 
maxim which ought to be acted 
upon throughout one’s whole 
life? Surely it is the maxim of  
loving-kindness: Do not unto 
others what you would not have 
them do unto you.” (Analects 
15, 23).

Islam: “No one of  you is a 
believer until he desires for his 
brother that which he desires for 
himself ” (Sunnah)

Judaism: “What is hateful to 
you, do not to your fellowman. 
That is the entire law; all the 
rest is commentary” (Talmud, 
Shabbat 31d).

Taoism:  “Regard your 
neighbor’s gain as your own 
gain, and your neighbor’s loss as 
your own loss” (Tiai Shang Kan 
Ying Piien)

Jain scriptures: “The essence 
of  right conduct is not to injure 
anyone.”

Creighton Peden
Highlands

We all believe in 
the 

‘Golden Rule’
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Falling Waters is a 52 acre community just 2.5 miles 
from Main St. Secluded but not remote; peaceful, quiet and private.  
Mature hardwoods, giant Rhodies, Mountain Laurel and a plethora of 
wild flowers that take turns showing off thru the seasons. Two water-
falls & several creeks add charm & interest. Paved roads, underground 
utilities, newer homes built after 2000, no road noise, well maintained, 
a great place to take a walk!

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address: 78 Black Bear Trace Highlands, NC 28741
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just 
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths 

of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 
www.highlandsnchomesites.com 

Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  
prices & a guided tour. 

828-508-9952.

Two lots sold this winter and a year round home is being 
built ... New cottage section opening soon!

Email your events to highlandseditor@aol.com

• Real Estate Snapshots •

...HCH continued from page 15

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon. 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Mon.-Thurs. 8a to 6p; Fri. & Sat. 8a to 7p
Sunday 9a till 6 p.m.

Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Peaches, blackberries, variety of apples including Honey Crisp,  
cantaloupe, watermelons, fresh baked bread, fritters, butter, cheese, 

eggs, squash, corn, beans, okra, jams, jellies, local honey,  
heirloom tomatoes and more!

• See HCH page 27

inpatient care. However, the plan 
is to continue to offer inpatient 
care if  needed, while juggling 
staffing requirements.

He said a lot of  patients in 
hospitals today are actually out-
patients by definition of  Medi-
care – they stay overnight, they 
are getting meals – but it doesn’t 
mean they are inpatient.

The HCH Board made the 
decision to close inpatient sur-
gery – not outpatient surgery.

“Of  all the surgeries that 
occurred at HCH over the last 
two years, only 36 of  those were 
inpatient. Hundreds were outpa-
tients. Those hundreds are not 
changing. There will still be out-
patient surgery, he said.

“Highlands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal will continue to perform am-
bulatory outpatient procedures 
such as endoscopy and gastroen-
terology procedures.” concurred 
HCH CEO Craig James.

“The HCH you are going to 
see three years from now will be 
more vibrant, more robust with 
more patients and doctors than 
you have now,” said Paulus.

There are no plans to 
change HealthTracks which has 
a clinical cardiac rehab program 
and a fitness program; there 
has been a renewed focus on 
the Fidelia-Eckerd Home that 
is actually growing and will be a 
place people can come to from 
throughout the system.

Though inpatient surger-
ies will no longer take place at 
HCH, ambulatory options by air 
and ground will increase so that 
patients can be transported easily 
within the system. 

ACA and Medicaid
Paulus made a point of  not 

being political concerning the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) or 
Medicaid Expansion – which is 
a key component of  the ACA – 
but did say that North Carolina’s 
leaders did the state’s healthcare 
institutions a disservice when 
they opted out of  Medicaid Ex-
pansion and thereby reimburse-
ment. This ultimately affected 
the state’s bottom line which 
translated to across the board 
budget cuts in North Carolina. 

“The federal government 
was shocked when some states 
opted out, because for the first 

three years the federal govern-
ment paid 100% of  the cost of  
new Medicaid enrollees,” he said. 
“Under the new criteria, a person 
must be 100% to 138% of  the 
federal poverty level to access 
Medicaid. People who fall below 
100% come under the old Med-
icaid guidelines which is a two-
thirds, one-third scenario – fed-
eral government pays two-thirds 
and the states pay one-third.” 

After the first three years, 
instead of  being 100% federally 
funded it drops to 90%. Paulus 
said the 90% federal funding will 
likely stay forever.

How will healthcare look 
in the future?

According to Paulus, hos-
pitals are going to be deempha-
sized over time. Even now, most 
surgeries are outpatient not inpa-
tient. New technology makes that 

more safe and effective. It’s going 
to continue to go in that direc-
tion. 

“The health system is beyond 
the hospital,” he said. “Hospitals 
will always be important but they 
will only be for the sickest people. 

“The whole landscape is 
changing. If  we do it right, we will 
move the numbers. There will be 
fewer people with chronic disease, 
they will have less consequences 
of  chronic disease, so that even 
though you have high cholesterol 
or high blood pressure hopefully 
you won’t have a heart attack or 
a stroke and that all starts first 
and foremost with primary care. 
Physicians will be part of  a team 
– that’s what we are committed to 
– a multidisciplinary team model 
with a primary care physician as a 
cornerstone.

“And that’s why it needs to 
be the basis of  everything we 
need to do. There will always be 

a place for specialists but those 
needs will be done for a lot less 
money,” he said.

If  regional hospitals like 
HCH are losing millions of  

dollars a year why take them 
over if  not for money?

“Because Mission Health 
is a mission-oriented organiza-
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Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 
Julie Osborn

Broker Associate
Cell: 828-200-6165

Office: 828-526-8784

828-526-8784

• • 

Upscale Living in  
Downtown Highlands!

Off Hickory Street 
in Highlands

Model Open 
Monday-Saturday 

10a-5p

Casual Mountain Elegance Featuring Rustic Textures, Native Stone and Reclaimed Timbers.
Indoor and Outdoor Fireplaces - Short Walk To Town - Old Edwards Club Membership

• Old Edwards Club Membership
• 3 BD/3.5 BA or 4BA/3.5BA
    (with optional Lower Level)
• One Car Garage with Every Home
• Master on Main Floor
• Native Stone and Wood Eterior
• Covered Outdoor Deck (Rear)

• Screened Porch with Stone Fireplace (Front)
• Vaulted Ceilings with Exposed Beams
• Granite, Travertine or Natural Stone
• On-Site Finished Hardwood Floors
• Elevator Option in Every Home
• Built by Schmitt Construction

Offered By:

295 Dillard Road, Highlands

Offered By:

• Real Estate Snapshots •

Adorable Cottage Done to 
Perfection!

3BR/4BA English-style cottage 
with vaulted ceilings, hardwood 
floors, arches, large stone fireplace, 
wet bar with antique shutters for 
doors, large screened porch with 
outdoor fireplace, sitting & dining 
area beside a water feature. One 
level living featuring master suite 
No-maintenance yard! Offered for 
$799,000, fully furnished. This is a 
hidden treasure close to Highlands 
Country Club! MLS80143.

Lovely and Well-Maintained 
Home on Biscuit Rock!

Charming 4BR/3BA home with 
hardwood floors, granite and stain-
less kitchen, large wood-burning 
fireplace, sun room with master 
on main, large deck and cleared 
walkway to the lake! Over an acre 
of low maintenance natural yard. 
BEST BUY in neighborhood of 
million dollar homes! Offered for 
$629,000. MLS#80475

Bank Owned

Gorgeous Mountain Views in 
HFCC!

Exceptional location on a cul-de-
sac of only 4 homes. New hard-
wood floors on main level and 
granite in kitchen. Well maintained 
with 5 bedrooms, 3 on the main 
level. Master suite with fireplace, 
huge closet and bath. Fabulous 
covered porch with dramatic views 
and sounds of the waterfall below. 
Offered for $875,000. MLS77734.

Grand Estate on Lake Ravenel 
in Cullasaja Club! 

This grand home has a spacious 
great room with wood-burning 
fireplace and vaulted ceilings. 
Wrap-around porch, great views, 
arches, plantation shutters, and 
custom finishes throughout. A 
screened pavilion and dock on the 
lake. A must see home! REDUCED. 
NOW OFFERED FOR $1,300,000. 
MLS#79645.

Bring All Offers!

Turnkey Living in 
Walk to Town Location!

Beautifully designed home featuring 
gorgeous hardwood floors, open 
floor plan with stainless and granite 
kitchen, large master on main suite. 
Expansive enclosed sun porch. Of-
fered for $495,000. MLS80227.

Whiteside Mountain Theatre! 
Dramatic views of Whiteside Moun-
tain from every room. Home is light 
and bright with large rooms that 
flow perfectly from inside to out. 
Huge master suite,  guest rooms up-
stairs. Two-car garage and carport. 
Offered for $1,299,000. MLS 80553.

Luxurious Living/Walk to Town
This 3BR/3BA gorgeous unit has 
hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces, open 
floor plan, soaring ceilings, chef’s 
kitchen, master suite with screened 
porch in quaint, gated Town Place! 
Mountain elegance Offered for 
$775,000. MLS80167.

Fish From Your Dock!
Beautifully renovated home with 
expansive windows that showcase 
gorgeous views of Lake Sequoyah 
and terraced yard.  Open floor plan 
with soaring ceilings, huge stone 
fireplace, hardwood floors, granite 
kitchen and finished terrace level 
with In-Law Suite.  Huge master 
suite allows for stargazing nights.  
Fish from your own dock on Lake 
Sequoyah!  Offered for $975,000.  
MLS78549.

The Last Great Parcel 
in Highlands!

20+ ACRES of Natural beauty that 
abounds in every direction! Undis-
turbed old growth flora and fauna, 
moss covered rocks, huge over-
hangs perfect for hiking your own 
land. Enjoy a picnic beside the 2 
streams, enjoy sharing true nature 
with your friends and family. Sub-
divide or build your mansion and 
family compound. Value priced at 
$850,000! Don’t let this get away! 
MLS79144.



Page 24 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Oct. 23, 2014 - 828-200-1371
Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (said) 1928 Service, including 

Communion; 9:30a Christian Education; 10:30a Faithful, 
Family Service w/ Music & Communion. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

Wednesdays –7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street

Sunday Service: 11 a.m.;Testimony Mg: 5 p.m. on 3rd Wed 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968
Sundays: Eucharist Rite 1 8a in chapel; Education and choir 
rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 

Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 

Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.; School:9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:7 

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ) 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth:7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 7- Oct 26-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. Child Care - 10:30a - 12:30p 
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  

Youth 8th - 12th grade meets 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30p
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

• Spiritually Speaking • John 3:16

By Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Christ Church of  the Valley, Cashiers

I have wondered if  anyone reads this section of  the 
paper. I would like to know so I’ve decided to include, 
along with my article, a brief  survey. If  you read the 

Spiritually Speaking column, please email a resounding 
“YES” I read the column or “No” don’t read the column. 
Send your response to the HighlandsEditor@aol.com. 
Thanks!

In a few weeks we will be voting. The candidates 
could not be more opposite. This makes it easier to con-
sider one from the other. Can you remember a time when 
our great nation had been so divided? Sure the Civil War 
certainly split us and almost brought about an end. But 
in modern times, do you recall a day when we were so 
divided? America is fractured and coming apart. So we ask 
the question; what is to blame? Some point to the far left 
and others to the far right. But really what has caused this 
deep rift in our nation? Can I be so bold as to suggest: it’s 
our belief  that character, and integrity are less important 
than political party and agenda. A belief  that “ethics” no 
longer matter has taken root in our nation’s soul. And yes, 
it is found in both parties. It is because of  this we are in 
the condition that we find ourselves today. 

So back to my opening remark “In a few weeks we 
will be voting.” Your participation in this year’s mid-term 
election just might be the most important in this century. 
Stopping “them,” those men and woman who do not rep-
resent our values and beliefs, as a follower of  Jesus Christ 
which is what is needed right now. We must not let our 
past mistakes keep us from voting for the right candidate. 

Hey, whoever said: “politics and religion don’t mix,” 
probably voted for the wrong persons! The Bible says: 
“Faith without works is dead” I guess this means without 
faith we are as good as dead. Something to think about 
when we are voting in November. 

Do you read this column?
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• Fire Reports •
The Highlands Fire & 

Rescue Dept. log entries from 
Oct. 15.

Oct. 15
• At 9:42 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Split Rail Row.

Oct. 16
• At 3:13 p.m., the dept. 

responded to a fire alarm at a 
residence on Hi Ami Lane.

Oct. 17
• At 9:30 a.m., the dept. inves-

tigated a call at a residence on the 
Cashiers Road.

• At 9:34 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Wingina Place.

• At 1:06 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a fire alarm at a 
residence on Cobb Road.

• At 9:04 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Chestnut Street.

Oct. 18
• At 3:03 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to Main Street.
• At 1:04 p.m., the dept. 

responded to a motor vehicle 
accident on S. 4th Street.

Oct. 19
• At 4:30 p.m.,the dept. stood 

by for MAMA at the hospital.
• At 1:23 a.m., the dept. 

responded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Hickory Knut Gap.

•At 2:47 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Center Drive.

Oct. 20
• At 6:49 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to Holly Tree Lane.
• At 7:51 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-

dence on Clear Creek Road.
Oct. 21
• At 7:03 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a Co2 alarm at a resi-
dence on Church Street.

• At 1:06 p.m., the dept. in-
vestigated the source of smoke at 
a residence on Buck Creek Road.

Note: when burning yard 
debris, please have a hose nearby.

End of Season

Thurs.-Sat. 
11a to 5p

Other days by chance

Stephen E. Barnwell Antiques
802 N. 4th Street

Highlands

Huge Reductions 
on 

Fine Antiques

SALE

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

...CANDIDATES 
from page 13
provements, despite the price 
tag that may be attached. 

“At some point in the 
near future I would love to see 
county wide water and sewer,” 
said Haven. “I realize it is go-
ing to be very expensive, but I 
feel it can be done in affordable 
stages. Highlands and Nantaha-
la are both equally important to 
me. In the last four years I have 
voted to do as much as we can 
afford. I am not for borrowing 
money and paying interest until 
we get some of  the county debt 
load paid down. I am not for 
spending money on special in-
terest that all of  Macon County 
cannot benefit from.”

This year there are no 
straight ticket options on the 
ballot. Each candidate must be 
voted for separately.
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 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome. 

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

NEW LOCATION!
Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

& Maggie Rogers 
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

Cabin Casuals has been known as 
a place to go for a dose of  Life is Good 
attitude. Now they’ve added a new line of  
products all their own: Cabin Casuals Get 
High 4118. 

These fun to wear accessories feature 
a “Highlands Get High 4118 or Highlands 
Get Elevated 4118 logo on everything from 
hats to shirts to coasters and water bottles.

“We took a risk and now offer our 
customers a fun set of  accessories that is 
open for interpretation and laughs. It is in 
that spirit we created a line of  custom shirts 
and goodies that have led to some satisfied 
customers and collectors of  good humored 
funness,” they said. Ann Rollins and friend Big Carl

• Business News • 
Cabin Casuals creates 
new line of products
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• See HCH page 30

828-743-0900

• Business News • 

Pat Allen is delighted to announce 
the addition of  3 new brokers to her 
firm.  “When we relocated to our new of-
fice at 295 Dillard Road we were ready 
for expansion”, says Pat Allen, owner and 
broker-in-charge.

Sherman Pope is originally from 
West Palm Beach, having traveled to the 
Highlands/Cashiers Plateau for ten years 
before making Cashiers his home twenty 
years ago.  His love of  nature and the 
beauty that surrounds Cashiers, Sapphire 
Valley and Lake Glenville makes him a 
source of  knowledge and guidance for 
buyers looking to purchase in those areas. 
He has worked as a full time broker in the 
past and is aware of  property values and 
represents sellers well.

Cy Timmons, Highlands’ favorite 
entertainer, performs at the Humming-
bird Lounge at the Old Edwards Inn on 
weekends, and has lived full-time in the 
Highlands area for 20 years. Many At-
lantans know him from Café  Erehwon  
where he was the owner/entertainer.  He 
previously worked under Pat Allen at a 
different firm and is thrilled to be a part 
of  her firm. Cy is a multi-million dollar 
producer and according to Pat, “You are 
assured of  a fun adventure searching for 
properties with Cy.”

Jim Kinard began his career in High-
lands at the Highlands Country Club and 
was one of  the original brokers there. He 
started as a bell hop as a young man when 
the Country Club was a hotel! After he 
served in the Navy, Highlands beckoned 
him home. Upon his return he worked 
his way up and became the manager of  
Highlands Country Club and then be-
came a founding broker of  the original 
real estate firm there.  “Jim has so many 
stories to tell about the old club and you 
will be delighted to sit and chat with 
him,” says Allen.

In addition to Pat, Sherman, Cy, and 
Jim is Julie Osborn, Pat’s daughter, who 
joined the firm in November 2013.  “We 
are so excited about our new brokers and 
invite everyone to stop by our new loca-
tion at 295 Dillard Road in Highlands. 
We offer unsurpassed customer service 
and pride ourselves on serving all of  our 
client’s real estate needs.” Pat Allen Re-
alty Group’s number is 828-526-8784 and 
website is Patallenrealtygroup.co.

Pat Allen Realty Group welcomes new agents

Sherman Pope Cy Timmons Jim Kinard

...HCH from page 22
tion, a not-for-profit. We exist to serve 
the community and we take that very seri-
ously.

“Besides the healthcare it offers, I 
know how dependent the 18-county re-
gion is on Mission Health. We generate $2 
billion to economic activity – one out of  
26 jobs in the 18-counties is tied to Mis-
sion Health. If  we screw this up, people 
are going to suffer,” said Paulus.

What does Western NC’s health-
care system need specifically?

“Western North Carolina is a place 
where a difference needs to be made in 
the healthcare system and that’s what we 
are trying to do,” he said.

“We need to recruit nurses, nurse 
practitioners and primary care physicians.

“We need to collaborate across the 
staff  especially over the peaks and valleys. 
For instance, Highlands-Cashiers has a 

To list your events
email: highlandseditor@aol.com
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988.

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

U Call We Hall Junk Removal & 
Property Cleanout Service

Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, 
Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll takeyour Trash & 
Save you some Cash. Cheaper than a Dumpster 

& we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268

Trackhoe work • Driveway repair  
Culverts • Boulder walls 

Debris removal • Parking areas  
Demolition • Clearing • Topsoil 

Bocce Ball Courts • Water features
25 years experience

Martin Murray
526-9388

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

J&M Towing  
Service

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

Chuck Layman • 23 years professional experience. 

770-594-0750
paintcabinets@bellsouth.net. www.paintcabinets.net. 

LIke Us On Facebook: Home Colors Atlanta

HOME 
COLORS

KITCHEN CABINET 
REFACING/PAINTING 
CASHIERS-HIGHLANDS
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You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Come by 
The Falls on 

Main to 
See Our 

New Home

SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS
$17/wk BW weekly

$22/wk/color weekly

CLASSIFIED ADS
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents per word 

thereafter weekly
($2 extra for yellow highlight)

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

• CLASSIFIEDS •
HELP WANTED
MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY IN HIGH-

LANDS is hiring full-time for positions on the grill.  Contact 
Don at 828.526.2400

ASSISTANCE NEEDED THROUGH DECEM-
BER.  Retail store in Highlands.  Flexible hours.  Call 615-
400-5498 for details if interested. (st. 10/23)

PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER POSITION with 
Quickbooks experience needed at the Highlands ABC Store. 
Applications are available at the store in Highlands Plaza. 
828-526-5470. (st. 10/9) 

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICIAN NEEDED. ED-
WARDS ELECTRICAL SERVICES. 828-526-5147. (ST. 10/2)

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR needed at 
Highlands Community Child Development Center. Must 
have NC credentials. Mail resume to PO Box 648, Highlands, 
NC 28741. (st. 10/2) 

NOW HIRING..HIGHLANDS INN. Front Desk 
staff and Housekeepers.  Call 828 526 5899 for an ap-
pointment or email shawk32@aol.com with questions and 
resume.  (st. 9/18)

LEAD LINE COOK & DISHWASHER needed at 
casual fine dining, up to $13/hour or salary B.O.E. jasoncan-
cilla2012@gmail.com (st. 6/19)

PART TIME SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITY AVAILABLE. Prior wait staff experience 
required. 20 - 30 hours with weekend availability. Call 803-
389-0199. (st. 6/12)

CNA, NURSES, CAREGIVERS needed for Home 
Care Agency serving Older Adults in Macon, Jackson and 
Transylvania counties. Call 828-200-9000. (st. 5/15) 

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS, NC. full time. 
part-time and seasonal. Must be available to work weekends. 
Retail clothing sales experience preferred. Please call 828-
200-1703. (st. 3/13) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
APT. FOR YEAR ROUND RENT – 1Br/1Ba. 

Furnished. W/D available Satellite and wi-fi. 11/2 mi. from 
downtown. $500. + 1/2 utilities and $200 cleaning deposit. 
Leave message 828-526-4598. (st. 10/16)

SAPPHIRE NC. 2 residentilal units  for lease - Fur-
nished Studio and Furnished 2 Bedroom( mountain views)  
with 2 Car Garage. Easy access Sapphire NC.  561-346-
6400. (10/16)

3/3 OLDER FURNISHED HOME for rent year-
round. Walk to town. $1,000/month. 526-5558. (10/2)

LONG-TERM RENTAL – Furnished 2BD/2BA. 
Walk-to-Town location. WiFi, Cable. $1,200 including utili-
ties. Call 828-421-1779. (st. 6/12)

 ER and Acute Registered Nurses
MDS Coordinator

Annual Gift Officer
Major Gift Officer

Unit Clerk
Certified Nursing Assistant

Pharmacy Tech
Administrative Assistant.
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
Fantastic views & Privacy $88,999.00. 
Call 482.2050 706.782.9728. Cy-
presslanesale@facebook. (st. 8/7) 

2BR/1BA HOME. Clear 
Creek Road. New exterior paint, 
inside paint, Brand new appliances, 
new flooring throughout. $165,000. 
(828) 526 2288/ (828)482-2385. 
(st. 9/25)

SECLUDED, BUT JUST 
MINUTES TO TOWN, Adorable 
two Bedroom home with great 
views and outdoor living spaces. Call 
828-421-4681. (st. 5/29)

COMMERCIAL OPPOR-
TUNITY

RARE OPPORTUNITY 
ON MAIN STREET HIGH-
LANDS. Frontage. 800-2400 sq. ft. 
available for business or combine 
with living space. Terms negotiable 
depending on your business needs. 
Roughly $3 per sq. ft. Call Peter 
828-526-5700 or email praoul1@
frontier.com (10/23)

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE IN 

CLEAR CREEK:  2.18 acre parcel 
has road frontage on Mack Wilson 
Rd.  $17,000.  Any reasonable offers 
will be considered. Call 828-526-
2874.  (st. 10/23)

HIGH RIDGE PROPERTY 
FACING SCALY MOUNTAIN 
ON BUCK KNOB ROAD. Will 
divide into 3-acre parcels $89,900 
each or all 14 acres for $269,700. 

Negotiable. Call 813-264-6358 or 
email for directions and details. 
Mknowles38@msn.com. (10/30)) 

FOR SALE BY OWNER – 3 
building lots in the gated community 
of Rustic Falls. Macon County tax 
records value at $51,000 each. Must 
sell due to health reasons. Asking 
$15,000 each. Call owner at 803-
640-6004. (St. 5/1)

MUST SELL 6+ acres at 
Lake Glenville. Lake and mountain 
views. $130,000 or Best Offer. Call 
706-348-3208. (st. 2/20)

1/2 ACRE KNOLL FOR 
SALE Homesite is cleared for 
Camper or Cabin. Driveway in, 1000 
gal Septic/Drainfield in, Well permit 
in hand. Scaly Mountain area near 
Highlands. No Restrictions and Very 
Beautiful. $29,900 850-363-1436. 
(st. 8/28)

ITEMS FOR SALE 
PIANOS FOR SALE - 2 

consoles, 1 spinet, 1 upright, 1 
electric organ, $150 each,  all 5 for 
$500.  Call 526 4818 (st. 10/23)

4 LOVELY DESIGNER 
LIVING ROOM TABLES: 2 
end, 1 coffee, 1 sofa. Excellent con-
dition $500 OBO. Call for dimen-
sions and fotos. 828-482-1239. (st. 
10/16)

FURNITURE. Lodge pole 
pine pedestal dining/breakfast table 
with stump base and 2 single/2 
double half log benches; hand-

VACATION RENTAL
SPACIOUS, CLEAN 2/2 

COTTAGE IN SKY VALLEY. 
$540 weekly. $1900 monthly. Fur-
nished, utilities included, carport/ 
extra parking. Call: 706-746-3593. 
(st. 9/4)

RESIDENTIAL FOR 
SALE

ATTENTION, LEAF-
LOOKERS!  You’re invited to 
visit two fabulous mountain prop-
erties on Saturday, October 18, 
from 2-4p.  #1  Take 64W, cross 
Lake Sequoyah bridge, immediate 
right on to Webbmont Road; go 
to top of hill, turn left on Watkins 
Road.  This Jim Fox design house 
($645,000) is second on left.  #2  
Take 64E to Buck Creek Road,  go 
about 4 miles to Cole Mountain 
Circle,  turn left and go 1/3 mile 
to Hawks Nest Lane to find house 
($195,000).  Look for Country 
Club Property signs. (10/16)

ADORABLE 2/2 LOG 
CABIN NEAR MIRROR 
LAKE. Amazing rental history. 
Perfect for buyer looking for 
proven investment property. 
Completely furnished for only 
$349,900. Call owner at 800-
335-9215. View pictures at www.
HighlandsRentals.net/Stones-
ThrowPics (pd 11/6)

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. 

crafted in Franklin, NC; in excel-
lent condition; slab is 45 1/4” x 36” 
x 3 1/4”. Estimated retail value is 
$2,000 and asking $1,200. Please 
call 229-221-4080 or email janw-
adams49@gmail.com (10/30)

TREK MT 220 MOUN-
TAIN BIKE - 21 speed. Helmet. 
$225. Call 526-0624. (10/9)  

FURNITURE: couch and 
matching chair, $40; 9-drawer 
dresser, $25; 4 kitchen chairs, $25; 
end table, $15; TV cabinet, $15; gar-
den hose storage unit, $6. Call 526-
5367. (7/24) 

WORMY CHESTNUT 
FOR SALE: Approximately 300 
square feet of ¾” wormy chestnut 
wainscot milled and finished. Board 
length 36”; width varies from 4” to 
8”. $2800 lot price. 404-944-5298 
(st. 3/20)

SERVICES
HIGH COUNTRY PHO-

TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing.  Video 
transfer to DVD.  Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 10/23)

MARK’S SEDAN SERVICE 
– Airport transportation, winter-fall 
tours. Call or Text 239-292-3623. 
Mark9398@aol.com (st. 9/11)

HANDYMAN SERVICE – 
Electrical, plumbing, pressure clean-
ing, painting, carpentry, yardwork. 

References. Call Al Edgar at cell: 
332-7271 or 369-6245.(10/30 

THOROUGH CLEAN 
– General, spring, construction 
References available 706-982-
1504. (st. 8/7) 

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for 
premium low mileage automobiles 
828-347-6600. (st. 6/5) 

H I G H L A N D S - C A -
SHIERS HANDYMAN: Repairs, 
remodeling, painting, pressure 
washing, minor plumbing and 
electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. 
(10/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & 
SHUTTLE: Let Charlie Dasher 
handle your transportation wheth-
er it’s to the airport, a special 
event, or just around town. Van 
service for weddings. Licensed and 
insured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY 
SMELL IN YOUR HOME? Call 
for free inspection. 828-743-0900.

J & J  L A W N  A N D 
L A N D S C A P I N G 
SERVICES:Complete Landscap-
ing Company, Design, Installation 
and Maintenance. Also featuring 
Plants, Trees, Hardscapes, Water 
Features, Rockwork, Fencing, 
Drainage, Erosion Control and 
RR-Tie work. Serving the High-
lands/Cashiers area since 1988. 
828-526-2251.

massive influx of  people in the 
nice months, but we can’t just 
staff  up for that and say ‘I’ll pay 
you for six months but I can’t 
pay you for the other six.’ So we 
need to have flexibility in how 
we support and rotate people 
through different places so cer-
tain skills can be maintained and 
talents can be shared,” he said.

What causes the revolving 
door of  physicians in HCH 
and what can be done to re-
tain them? 

“First of  all the revolving 
door isn’t unique here. There 
aren’t enough primary care phy-
sicians in the country because 
they are dramatically underpaid 
compared to specialists. So they 
get signing bonuses. Many times 
when the bonus money runs out 
in 18 months or so, they move 
on. Or the work they expected to 

...HCH continued from page 27
do is not the work they are doing 
or there are problems within the 
system.

“It’s important to make sure 
a primary care physician knows 
what he or she is getting into – 
that they know what kind of  com-
munity they are coming to and 
they make a proactive choice for 
being in that community.

“We are using the Mountain 
Area Health Education Center 
(MAHEC) to train, recruit and 
retain nurses and doctors in West-
ern NC,” he said.

MAHEC provides healthcare 
education, information, train-
ing, and services in Western NC. 
We have invested heavily in this 
residency program in hopes that 
those doctors and nurses will 
populate our region.

“So one benefit of  this train-
ing program is these people have 

chosen Western NC because they 
like the environment. We need to 
try to align the right people with 
what WNC has to offer as a life-
style, rather than looking for a 
body to fill a position.

“Once we have them, the 
number one thing we can do is 
make sure they don’t leave. The 
good thing is once you have a few 
of  them, they attract others like 
them,” he said.

Will donations to HCH 
stay at HCH?

“Money benefactors give 
to HCH will stay at HCH, or go 
into the bigger Mission system, if  
that’s what they want. There are 
three areas hospitals’ foundation 
offices are focusing on – primary 
care, emergency care and diag-
nostics. The donor decides what 
happens to the money.

“I would like to get as close 
to break even, so the necessity 
of  raising money every year just 

to pay staff  and keep the doors 
open is diminished. I’d like to see 
money raised to expand services 
or do other things here at HCH. 
I want to create something that is 
self-sufficient. To do that we have 
to decrease operating losses so 
donations don’t have to be used 
to keep the doors open,” he said.

With an eye on the future, 
Paulus highlighted the goals as 
they pertain to the system as a 
whole and HCH.

Mission Health 2014-’18 
strategy for overall success is a 
five-point plan: Hardwire Mis-
sion Health’s position as the saf-
est, highest quality, best experi-
ence provider nationally; Achieve 
Medicare break-even operation 
performance, grow, become a 
great place to work and practice 
and to manage population risk by 
2016.

Since June 2009 through June 
2012, patient satisfaction scores 

for overall quality care in the 
Mission Health system has in-
creased from 70% to 90%.

According to 2013 statistics, 
(HCH wasn’t part of  the Mission 
Health system until 2014) since 
2010, 550 fewer people receiving 
care in the Mission Health sys-
tem have died.

“It’s important that we listen 
carefully to the community and 
staff; keep the public informed 
about what Mission is doing and 
why; maintain a relentless focus 
on quality, safety and patient ex-
perience; maintain ongoing sup-
port for critical access, including 
inpatient care (but operating 
losses must be reduced to remain 
viable); emphasize primary care, 
emergency care, imaging and 
ambulatory services including 
increased helicopter options; and 
when needed, coordinate care at 
other sites,” said Paulus.

–Kim Lewicki
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

15

19

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James.
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

21

Cosper Flowers

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

“At our New Location”
95 Highlands Plaza

between Bryson’s and
the Dry Cleaners

Tu-Fri 11-5, Sat 10-1
828-526-8671

22

High End 
Grooming

Traditional Barbering  
for Men and Women
Straight Razor Cuts

Church Street Hair
 shop (828) 482-9374 
or cell (772) 532-0706

210 S. 3rd St. 
(Behind the Methodist Church)

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 20th Season!

Open 7 nights a week
Bistro Service Starts at 4p

Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

WALK TO TOWN
Great Opportunity for a  

remodel/restoration! 1933 
Old Highlands Home w/

Incredible grounds, sunroom, 
3br/2.5ba Detached Garage.

Only $497,000
MLS# 77485

FLAT MOUNTAIN!
Sweet Mountain Home with 

2br/4ba, upper loft, lower 
family/bonus room. Open & 
Covered decks, rocking chair 
front porch, pristine condition 

& has mountain views!
$489,000

MLS# 79177



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
NEW LOCATION in Town Square.

343-D
Main Street.

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

jajosborn@gmail.com • pat. f. allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for Dinner 
at 5:30p.

Bar opens at 4p.
Sunday Brunch  

11a to 2p

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
Daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

40

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

Leslie Cook,
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn, 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us
for our 30th year.

Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.
Every Evening


