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Discounts

Local byways ablaze with Zinnias

Linda BardenNC DOT’s work on the 441-By Pass in Franklin.

“… this issue is on the ballot this November because our names are on the ballot and you have the ability to change that. “As 
a sponsor of  this [fracking] bill, because of  the evidence there, I think the rewards are far greater than the risks and I think North 
Carolina deserves an opportunity to participate in this energy revolution so long as we can do it in an environmentally and consumer 
friend way … I am proud to have co-sponsored the bill and I am proud to stand on my record.” – Sen. Jim Davis

Fracking is hot topic in Macon County

By Gwen Albers 
Carolina Public Press

A week before the final and 
third fracking public hearing, set 

for Sept. 12 at Bardo Fine and 
Performing Art Center, Franklin’s 
forum on the subject attracted 
hundreds.

According to Sen. Jim Davis 
the event was sought to correct 
information on the ‘contentious 

Meadows & Hill face off

Local and state 
HS graduation 

rates on the 
upswing

Since 2006, the first year the 
state reported a four-year cohort 
graduation rate, the percentage 
of  students graduating from 
high school in four years or less 
has risen 15.5 percentage points 
– from 68.3 percent to 83.8 per-
cent.

North Carolina’s 2013-‘14 
graduation rate of  83.8 percent is 
the highest recorded in the state’s 
history. Macon County’s gradua-
tion rate for 2013-’14 is 88.2%. 
Highlands School’s is 90.6% -- up 
from 2012-‘13

The rise in graduation rates 
has occurred alongside changes 
that have led to more challenging 
standards and assessments and 
increased graduation require-
ments.

State Superintendent June 
Atkinson praised educators, 
students and their families for 
remaining focused on gradua-
tion as a goal. “In today’s world, 

Through Thurs., Sept 11
• The movie “The Hundred 

Foot Journey at The Playhouse, 
2, 5, and 8p. Coming soon “The 
Giver.”No movies on Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

Thurs., Sept. 11
• HCLT’s Box Canyon Eco 

Tour 9:30a to 3p. Easy to moderate 
walk with a picnic lunch. Reserva-
tion required. $10 for Land Trust 
members and $35 for others. Call 
828-526-1111.

• Rotary Bingo will benefit 
the Highlands Historical Society 
Bingo will be from 6:30-8:30p at 
the Community Building beside 
the ballfield. 

Sat., Sept. 13
• The Farmers Market, 9a-1p 

in K-H Park. 
• Free wine tastings at Moun-

tainTop Wine Shoppe from 1-3p.
Sun., Sept. 13
• At Highlands Inn, Sequoyah 

Room at 4:30 pm. Multi-denomina-
tional, Interactive Bible Study and 
Fellowship. Open to all. 

• At PAC, Asheville’s “Land of 
Sky Chorus” at 7:30p. 4-part acap-
pella harmony and barbershop har-
mony. Featuring an eclectic mix of 
songs from 1850s to today. Tickets 
are $17. Call the PAC at 526-9047.

Mon., Sept. 15
• Shortoff Baptist Church 

hosts a non-denominational Men’s 
Weekly meeting at 7 pm and all 
men are invited to attend. 

Tues., Sept. 16
• Free Community Table Din-

ner at the Community Bldg. at 6p.
Wed., Sept. 17
• First Baptist Church pres-

ents a new season of X-treme 
Games at the Highlands Rec. Park 
Wednesday nights from 6 to 7:15 
pm. To pre-register your K-6th 
grade child, please call 526-4153. 

By Brittany Raby
Last Thursday, Congressio-

nal candidates incumbent Mark 
Meadows and challenger Tom 

Hill battled it out in an hour-long 
debate at Western Carolina Uni-
versity. The debate, which may be 

 In-town Turn Key Gem
$575,000 • MLS 80187
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Remember Sept. 11, 2001

By Brittany Raby
After being tasked with ex-

amining the county’s infrastruc-
ture and possible improvement 
needs, Chris Hanners, Chairman 
of  the Macon County Planning 
Board told commissioners this 
week that no action was needed in 
that direction. 

Over the last several months, 
the planning board has been re-
viewing the status of  existing in-
frastructure and the possibility of  
future expansion throughout the 
county, Highlands and Franklin 
included, explained Hanners.

Members of  the planning 
board worked with municipal rep-
resentatives to identify possible 
expansions and improvements 
within both towns. The discus-
sions focused around broad defi-
nitions that included; water and 

MC Planning 
Board says no 

to towns’ 
requests for  

water line aid
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•Mayor on Duty• •Letters•

I was not in the office on Fri-
day. Instead, I was traveling 
through Georgia to attend a 

family funeral. Sometimes get-
ting away, even in an unfortunate 
situation, provides one a differ-
ent perspective.

As I cruised through Geor-
gia, ideas ran through my mind 
about Highlands and my mayori-
al duties. I started to connect my 
thoughts to what I was seeing on the road.

Approaching Madison, Georgia, I 
saw a sign that read Madison By-Pass. 
I thought, who would want to by-pass 
Madison? Driving through Madison, with 
its immaculate, historic homes and busi-
ness district has always been an aesthetic 
experience for me that should never be by-
passed. So I made the right turn to down-
town. The tree lined avenue with striking 
Neoclassical and Victorian homes did not 
disappoint me. 

Downtown was well ordered and vi-
brant just as the town’s namesake, Presi-
dent James Madison, would have expected. 
Over the years Madison has changed, but 
has also remained the same. A couple of  
years ago the town extended its business 
district from the square to the westside. 
The new buildings were architecturally in 
keeping with the existing buildings around 
the town square.

Madison also created a large public 
park in the middle of  the new develop-
ment. Maybe President Madison, the au-
thor of  our constitution, would have ex-
pected a town park, a place of  common 
ground, where residents would gather to 
discuss their concerns and just enjoy a 
sense of  community.

People want to live and visit Madi-
son because of  its tradition, beauty and 
lifestyle. I thought, the same can be said 
about Highlands. Like Madison, Highlands 
has taken great care to preserve the past. 
Wise decisions have been made so that 
our town is a wonderful place for people 
to live, work and visit. By-pass Highlands? 
Who would want to do such a thing?

I also passed by a South Georgia 
town where their hospital had closed. 
The 14-acre campus was for sale. Later I 
read about their sad loss on the internet. 
A hospital closing can impact almost ev-
ery aspect of  a community. I thought how 

fortunate Highlands is to have 
a hospital, even if  we may have 
to adjust to impending changes 
needed to assure its future.

Finally, I found myself  rely-
ing on a smartphone to navigate 
through South Georgia. Road 
maps remained in the glove com-
partment. On this journey to the 
funeral of  my cousin, I thought 
how as kids we could not have 

imagined the changes that are now taken 
for granted.

I pulled off  the highway to get the 
exact location of  the funeral home. My 
smartphone, a device no larger than the 
pack of  Lucky Strikes, the cigarettes our 
fathers smoked in the great war, provided 
directions to within a foot. Immediately the 
address and telephone call button popped 
up on the screen. No need to call, I relied 
on the navigation map and the little voice 
that called out each turn. 

Highlands, like every community, will 
have to be responsive to the challenges of  
this expanding technology in order to at-
tract a new generation of  residents. Ignore 
it under the guise of  embracing a fixed tra-
dition assures that our community will re-
gress and not wisely move forward.

Travelling the road home
Dear Editor,

I don’t read Fred Wooldridge’s col-
umn; I wish I had not read his letter in the 
Aug. 28 edition which was entitled “What 
If?”

Frieda Bennett
Highlands

Sad state of affairs

•Thanks•
Once again as Luminaria Chairperson, 

I would like to thank everyone who do-
nated to the American Cancer Society Re-
lay For Life in the form of  Luminaria this 
year. The outpouring of  donations given by 
families and friends to honor and remem-
ber those they love who have fought cancer 
or who are fighting cancer always touches 
my heart. As I work with the Luminaria, I 
am very aware that each candle, torch, or 
balloon has a name that lights up the night 
with the glow of  love

This year in particular, I would like to 
say a HEARTY THANKS to Gina Billing-
sley, sponsor of  the Beta Club and teacher 
of  math at Highlands High School, and 
the Beta Club of  Highlands High School 
as well as the Soccer Team of  Highlands 
High School for all the ways they helped 

with the Luminaria. The Beta Club was in 
charge of  designing and implementing the 
way the names were displayed on the bal-
loon wall in the gym as well as blowing 
up all of  the balloons. The Soccer Team 
and the Beta Club together put the sand 
and candles in the bags, placed the bags 
around the track, and lit the candles. We 
were fortunate that the rain stopped just 
in time for all of  this to be done outside. I 
was thrilled with the beautiful glow when I 
stepped outside to admire their hard work. 
At the Luminaria Ceremony, the cauldron 
was lit to celebrate Relay’s Honorary 
Chairperson, Maddie Schandolph, also a 
student at Highlands High School. The 
cauldron, as well as the candle bags, torch-
es and balloons, filled the night air with 
lovely light and love. I also want to thank 
student Brent Amundrud, for his beauti-
ful rendition of  my favorite Relay song 
“Every Candle has A Name.” Highlands is 
fortunate to have such outstanding young 
people who are willing to put time and ef-
fort into helping Relay become a success.

Martha Hunter

•Correction•

The picture of  the plant on the front 
page of  the July 10, 2014 edition of  High-
lands Newspaper is actually Japanese Spi-
raea (Spiraea japonica) not a pink milk-
weed as reported.

This is a non-native invasive plant 
from Japan, Korea and China and was in-
troduced to the northeast US in the late 
1800s as an ornamental shrub. 

It is spreading and is a threat to natu-
ral areas in the mountains of  North Caro-
lina. It forms dense stands that displace 
native herbs and shrubs. This species 
produces hundreds of  seeds that remain 
viable in the soil for many years and can 
be dispersed by water and deposited along 
stream banks. 

Our goal is to start managing and 
controlling the non-native invasive plants 
along US 64 through the Cullasaja Gorge. 
Due to traffic safety concerns, it has been 
hard to treat the non-native invasive plants 
in the gorge but we hope to treat them 
with the help of  DOT.

April Pallette Punsalan
Botanist/Ecologist 

Nantahala National Forest

NOTE: We regret the error and are 
happy to set the record straight.
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Highlands Aerial Park 
says 

THANK YOU! 
with September 

Discounts for 
LOCALS

Sundays - Thursdays 
The World Class Tour 

was $89 NOW $44. 
The Mountain Tour was 

$49 NOW $39. 
Call 828-526-8773 for 
required reservation.

Nathalie Georgia Sato, of  Highlands, NC, died Tuesday, September 2, 2014, at age 
90. Born on December 12, 1923, in Ithaca, New York, she was the daughter of  the late 
Frederick Raymond and Lolita Healey Georgia. Her father was one of  the founders of  
Black Mountain College, a progressive liberal arts school with an international reputa-
tion for avant garde art, architecture, literature, music, and dance that thrived from 1933 
until 1957. At the time of  her birth he was teaching chemistry at his alma mater, Cornell 
University, where his wife was an instructor in accounting. Nathalie lived in Highlands 
in 1931-’32 when her father bought the Flat Mountain one room schoolhouse and con-
verted it to a summer home for ten years before the U.S. entered the Second World War. 
The summer home was used again after the war until her father died in the early 1960s.

Ms. Sato received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Cornell University with a 
major in constitutional law for regional and city planning. She graduated in 1952 from the 
University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a doctorate in political science, specializ-
ing in intergovernmental relations in metropolitan planning. Beginning her career as chief  
urban planner for the Chicago area transportation studies, she was serving as planning 
analyst for Pennsylvania’s Office of  State Planning and Development in Harrisburg when 
she retired in 1983. She returned to Highlands, having bought her father’s Flat Mountain 
School site where she built her home and spent the last thirty years of  her life gardening, 
hiking, and weaving on the loom her father had built at Black Mountain College. In 1991 
she was recognized for her voluntary contributions to the U.S. Forest Service. Ever since 
her cycling excursions in Europe, she has been an avid outdoorsman, living and walking 
in the forests and closely observing the wonders of  nature. She expressed her lifelong 
love of  Highlands’ history by serving as docent at the Highlands Historical Museum and 
helping to catalog the archives of  the Highlands Historical Society.

She was preceded in death by a brother Dan Georgia and son Bruce Sato.
Bryant Grant Funeral Home was in charge of  arrangements. Online condolences 

may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Nathalie Georgia Sato

the only time the two meet face-to-face 
before the election, was moderated by 
WLOS-TV’s Frank Fraboni and touched 
on an array of  submitted questions from 
the hot button issue of  fracking in NC to 
how to handle foreign affairs such as rela-
tions with Russia. 

With each back and forth between 
the two men, their political views grew 
further and further apart. By the end, it 
was evident that the two candidates are ar-
guably polar opposites. 

Meadows, who is seeking his second 
term in Congress, spoke to the audience 
about the importance of  fostering biparti-
sanship and working across party lines and 
gave examples of  his efforts to do such 
with several bipartisan bills he introduced 
during his tenure. 

Hill, on the other hand, a retired 
physicist from Zirconia who ran in the 
11th Congressional District Democratic 
primary in 2012 but lost to Hayden Rog-
ers, built his purpose for seeking office on 
reform from the destruction caused by the 
“right-wingers.”

Money talk: Candidate’s stance on 
minimum wage and the debt ceiling 

Hill was adamant that Meadows and 

...FACE-OFF from pg 1



Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Page 4 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Sept. 11, 2014 - 828-200-1371

• Highlands Dining •
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Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.25

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open 7 days a week
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Courtyard Cafe
Fun, Casual Fare

Burgers of all kinds • Salads • Smoothies 
• Hot & Cold Soups • Wine • Beer • Catering

Open 7 days a week
Mon.-Thurs.: 10:30a to 5:30ish

Fri. 10:30a to 7p
Sat.: 10:30a to 8:30p
Sun.: 10:30a to 3:30p

828-526-4188 • 470 Oak Street

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Call for weekly specials!

42

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner Daily
beginning at 5:30p

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
Open 

Daily for 
Dinner at 

5:30p 
Sunday 
Brunch
11a to 2p

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Call or check our website 
for hours

info@mainstreet-inn.com
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Norma Jean on the guitar in the garden 
Sat. & Sun.

Now open for dinner from 5-11p 
at its new location on Main Street!

For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

Now Open 
7 days a week

• Highlands Dining •

Open for Dinner
5:30a to 9p Daily
Closed Tuesdays

490 Carolina Way

828-526-1019

Open
Mon.-Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
We Cater!

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine
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subject’
When establishing rules for hydraulic fracturing, 

North Carolina looked at resources and other states’ best 
practices before determining that extracting natural gas 
from deep underground could be done safely, an offi-
cial with the state’s Mining and Energy Commission said 
Tuesday.

“Most problems (with fracking were due to) poor 
casing and bad cementing, causing ruptures,” said Jim 

Womack, the immediate past chairman for commission 
told about 250 people during a forum at the Smoky Moun-
tain Center for the Performing Arts. “We’ve spent a lot 
of  time on rule-making. We pored over what the other 
states have done, looking at well casing and cementing. We 
looked at where Pennsylvania started and where Pennsyl-
vania ended.”

While Womack said he believes the state has devel-
oped rules stricter than any of  the 34 states practicing 
fracking, environmental watchdog Therese Vick has her 
doubts, with exploration in North Carolina set to begin in 
one year.

“Studies are coming out showing different issues 
(about the detriments of  fracking),” said Vick, the North 
Carolina Healthy Sustainable Campaign Coordinator at 
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League. “The gas has 
been in the ground for a long time. There’s no hurry. Saying 
our rules are as good as anybody in the country – that’s not 
saying a whole lot.”

Hosted by state Sen. Jim Davis, R-Franklin, the fo-
rum involved a presentation from Womack, followed by 
a question-and-answer session. Davis co-sponsored a bill 
that allows the process of  finding natural gas to begin.

He said he sees fracking — the process of  injecting 
liquid at high pressure into subterranean rocks and bore-
holes to force open existing fissures and extract oil or gas 
— as part of  an energy revolution. Davis also said he be-
lieves the likelihood of  finding natural gas in the mountains 
is extremely low, and it would be a waste of  money trying 

to find it here.
The Mining and Energy Commission will conduct 

its final public hearing on rules proposed for fracking at 
6 p.m. Sept. 12 at the Liston B. Ramsey Regional Activ-
ity Center, 92 Catamount Road, at Western Carolina Uni-
versity in Cullowhee. Public comment will be received at 
the hearing, but questions will not be answered that night, 
Womack said.

Womack, who serves on the commission that devel-
oped rules for fracking, explained that it’s likely to occur 
in the central part of  the state.

“(There are) 14 or so counties that have the greatest 
potential for shale energy development,” he said.

Womack pointed to Lee County, where he serves on 
the board of  commissioners. A number of  core samples 
have been taken there since the 1970s.

“They showed at a depth of  2,400 feet, oil and gas 
were found in the layers of  the rock,” Womack said.

The 60,000-acre rural area near Sanford is thought to 
have the richest deposits of  hydrocarbons.

Womack noted that a lot of  time was spent on estab-
lishing well-site safety standards. Officials also considered 
what had occurred in Pennsylvania. One of  the first to 
begin fracking, Pennsylvania has seen negative impacts on 
243 water wells due to fracking, according to that state’s 
Department of  Environmental Resources.

“It can be traced back to an old (fracking) well that 
predated the current standards,” Womack said. “When 
they (Pennsylvania) got started, they didn’t put rules to-
gether. They had poor construction on wells. When rup-

Authentic Asian Cuisine
Open 7 days a week • 11a to 9p

137 Main Street (Wright Sq.) • 828-526-8800

Daily LUNCH Special 11a to 2:30p
$9.95 (includes ice tea)

Includes: 6 pcs. California Roll; 2 pcs Gyoza and White Rice
Choice of General Tso’s or Sesame Style

Chicken, Vegetable, Tofu, Pork, Steak, Shrimp or Tempura

BENTO BOX
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Greek Pizza, Philly Steak, Taco Pizza, 
White, Meat Lovers, Fajita, Vegetarian, 

Veggie Medley, Chicken Alfredo, 
Chicken & Pear White Pizza, BBQ, 

Margarita, Hawaiian BBQ, Mamma Mia 
Cranberry, Sicilian, Buffalo Chicken and 

Jalapeno Popper Pizza.

Specialty Pizzas

A Variety of Salads

House Specialties
Calzone & Lasagna

Pizza
6” 10” 16” 20”

Hand-tossed, Pan, Thin,  
Gluten-free and  

Whole Wheat Crust

Oven-Roasted
Sandwiches

Grinder, Meatball Sub, Pizza Sub, 
Italian Steak, Italian Sausage, 

Cold Italian, Veggie, French Dip,
Plowboy, Flatbread Veggie, Gyro, 
Muffaletta, Turkey Bacon Ranch, 

BBQ Steak and BBQ, Cheddar Sub 
& more!

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.• 365 Main Street, 828-526-5660

Appetizers
Breadsticks, Garlic Bread, Pizza 
Sticks, Mozzarella Sticks, Wings

Domestic & Imported Beers, too

Fred Wooldridge

•The Fredster•

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

• See FREDSTER page 22

Yep…you read it right, 
Highlanders. Soon I’ll be 
selling naked pictures of  

li’l ole me. And yes, I’m totally 
“in the buff ” wearing nothing 
but…well, nothing. They’ll be 
on sale butt (ha) only for the 
rich ’cause they’re not cheap. 
Hey, read the papers, folks! 
Hackers are selling pictures of  
nude celebrities and making a 
fortune. So I’m thinking why can’t I? I’m 
definitely a hacker and ain’t I a celebrity...
kinda...sort of?

Envision this! Hanging in your formal 
dining room on the opposite wall where 
ole dead Uncle Harry has hung since you 
inherited his house and all his money is a 
large portrait sized picture of  “The Fred-
ster” wearing nothing...in the buff…letting 
it all hang out if  you’ll excuse the expres-
sion. It will be an awesome conversation 
piece and people will beg to have dinner 
with you so they can have a lengthy view-
ing of  li’l ole me wearing nothing but my 
birthday suit. I can tell you’re already get-
ting excited. Girls, are you getting a rush?

And I wish to tell you it was not easy 
getting this done. To say my li’l missus 
was not thrilled with the idea is an under-
statement. I think her first comment was 
“Fred, you’re a very, very sick man.” But 
later, when she learned the details of  my 
adventure, she calmed down a little but I 
think she’s still ordering more Lithium for 
me. Although she has not totally warmed 

Naked pictures of ‘The Fredster’
to the idea, I did get her approv-
al for a trial run. She still doesn’t 
believe I’ll get $10k per picture. 
Wadayathink? I’ll be taking per-
sonal checks.

To give you a preview of  
your purchased picture so you 
won’t get blind sided, the pho-
tograph is of  me lying on my 
stomach and up on my elbows. 
It may look like I’m having a 

hard time keeping my head up but I prom-
ise I’m not drunk. At only one-year old, it 
was tough keeping it from wobbling about 
like a drunk. Oh, and you’ll immediately see 
I have the cutest little pink butt one could 
ever imagine, sparkling blue eyes and over-
the-top blond hair, all thanks to major tou-
chups. 

There’s a good reason I’m not using 
a more current picture. Ya see, three quar-
ters of  a century have taken a toll on my 
body parts. You should see my butt now. 
It’s scary! It looks like two biscuits hang-
ing on a broomstick, giving new meaning to 
the term “ugly.” And everything is sagging; 
yes, everything. What happened to all my 
muscles?

But don’t let my current physical con-
dition distract you from your purchase. 
And since color photos had not yet been 
invented when my picture was taken, I’ve 
taken the liberty of  having it air brushed 
by a pro. Also, don’t be discouraged by a 
small blemish on my butt. I fired an arrow 
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Bob Wilson

End of Season

Thurs.-Sat. 
11a to 5p

Other days by chance

Stephen E. Barnwell Antiques
802 N. 4th Street

Highlands

Huge Reductions 
on 

Fine Antiques

SALE

•Tell Tales•

What an opportunity! To 
be invited to interview 
Elmer Schmidlap was 

something even a talking head 
from CNN or Fox would die for. 
And here I, a non-descript old 
goat, was about to interview one 
of  the world’s greatest philoso-
phers since Plato. 

Palms sweaty, I wondered 
about whether or not I should 
greet him as Dr. Schmidlap or 
do something stupid and call 
him Elmer. I was careful here 
because I also knew about his 
equally famous brother, Homer, 
who invented a diaper for dogs 
with weak bladders and was 
afraid I might mix the two of  
them up.

Mr. Schmidlap, I began.
Interrupting he said, “Just 

call me Elmer, sonny, and have a 
seat.” Obviously he had detected 
my sweaty hand shake. 

Interview with Elmer Schmidlap
Elmer, sir... I inquired, what’s 

your opinion on the disappearing 
middle class?

“Well, son, it appears to work 
like this: Give everyone a raise so 
they can make more money.”

Yeah, I replied, but won’t that 
create inflation?

“Of  course it does. But, then 
we can give everyone another 
raise to offset the cost of  infla-
tion. Only retirees get screwed but 
who cares about them.”

Tilting my head, I tried to 
comprehend what Mr. Schmidlap 
was telling me. Was this dude for 
real?

“I’m being funny. From the 
expression on your face, you ap-
parently were beginning to think 
I’m some sort of  nut case.”

Actually, yeah, I replied.
“By any chance do you re-

member back in the 1950’s when 
the so-called middle class made 

$125.00 a week. That was $500.00 
a month. Cars cost under $2,000 
and you could buy a decent house 
for $5,000.00. Inflation is eating 
everyone alive and that car may 
now cost $35,000 and the house 
$200,000.”

And yes, of  course, I remem-
ber hamburgers were 15 cents. So 
what you’re saying is that the mid-
dle class have simply been buried 
under massive inflation.

“Precisely.”
So what causes inflation, I 

asked?
“Obviously, higher wages is 

a major cause. Companies charge 
more for a product when there is 
more demand which becomes a 
catch-22 because with increased 
wages, people buy more, driving 
up the price of  products. There 
is a yet more insidious problem 
while our current administration 
palavers about needing to help the 
middle class yet turns around and 

prints more money and 
hurts the middle class.”

What’s wrong 
with printing more 
money, I asked?

“Sonny, were 
you born yesterday? 
When you print more 
money you devalue 
the dollar which means 
your dollar buys less. 
That’s inflation, sonny. 
Wouldn’t you say that 
a 17 trillion deficit is a 
little over the top? We’re spending 
our grandkids money like it was 
water. Another problem is the 
cost of  complying with govern-
ment regulations so companies 
spend as much on compliance as 
they pay in taxes. Guess who pays 
for that?”

Elmer, what do you think our 
future is? (Still nervous addressing 
him by his first name.)

“If  we keep going the way 

we’ve been going, the 
nation will be divided 
into the rich political 
elite vs. the rest of  us. 
Just look around you. 
Bill Clinton earned 
$48 million making 
speeches while Hill-
ary was Secretary of  
State, and I have no 
doubt that President 
Obama will be able to 
do the same when he 
leaves office.”

And?
“Obviously, we will end up 

with a very, very rich political 
class with everyone else depen-
dent on the government. History 
tells us when this happens you 
inevitably end up with a police 
state.

Are you disappointed with 
President Obama?

“I honestly would hate to 
be in his shoes right now. When 
he came into office he wasn’t 
educated in worldly matters. Law 
degrees do not impart education 
or wisdom. He is a charismatic 
speaker, but he doesn’t have that 
magic touch needed to lead.

My major disappointment 
is that he didn’t try to lead the 
black people living in drug in-
fested ghettos out of  their mess. 
Instead, he offered them more 
welfare rather than spending 
time in high school classes lectur-
ing kids on the need to graduate 
and take technical courses. He 
missed a wonderful opportunity 
to help black people but virtually 
ignored them. Not to mention 
that he has allowed so many ille-
gal Latinos in who compete with 
the black community for jobs.”

Thanks, Elmer, I’ve learned 
a lot.

“Come again, sprout. Oh, 
by the way, did I tell you about 
Homer’s device for tipping your 
hat in the presence of  ladies?”

Bob plays a game of  imag-
ining he is from another planet 
and simply visiting earth to see 
how things are run here. He is 
the founder of  the “Reason and 
Logic Party” of  which he seems 
to be the only member.
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Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 29 years on high  
quality merchandise and service that is second to none.

Main St, Oak Square, Highlands  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 • Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

(828) 526-5759
www.shirazruggalleries.com

• Expert  
Hand-Cleaning 
• Restoration & 

Appraisals
• We purchase 

old rugs

Florida Showrooms: Naples, Orlando, Sarasota & Tampa

September SALE
40%-65% reg. item 

25% off hand cleaning 
& repairs

Is looking for experienced full-time 
and part-time waitstaff

474 Main Street • P.O. Box 1282, Highlands, NC 28741
 828.526.3807 Restaurant • email: wom2@me.com

tures occurred, contamination occurred. 
They tightened up on construction stan-
dards.”

He said that North Carolina’s stan-
dards for well construction are top-notch.

“I’m not saying they are the best in 
the nation, but they will be a heck of  lot 
better than the wells in Pennsylvania that 
are leaking now,” Womack said.

He also spoke about the myths be-
hind fracking, including concerns about 
chemicals used in the process.

“Ninety-nine percent of  the chemi-
cals poured down bore holes are water 
and sand,” Womack said. “Most of  the 
(other) stuff  that goes down a hole is 
under the sink in your home. The things 
that are the most sinister are in such small 
quantities or are so diluted that they do 
not pose a health risk.”

Companies that drill must share a 
chemical list with the state Department 
of  Natural Resources 30 days in advance.

“If  there’s something (out of  the 
ordinary), we will know about it before it 
goes down the hole,” Womack said.

He said, too, that with more than 1 
million wells drilled, there is not one case 
documented that involves chemicals get-
ting into surface water.

“That’s a fact,” said Womack, who 
has an engineering degree from West 
Point. “There have been spills on the 
surface and leakages where a cement job 
went bad. But there has never been a case 

of  fracking resulting in (chemicals) coming 
to the surface water.”

During the question-and-answer ses-
sion, prewritten questions from the audi-
ence were randomly drawn. Womack, Vick, 
state Sen. Andrew Brock, R-Davie, and Jef-
frey Warren, science and energy adviser for 
the Office of  the President Pro Tempore 
of  the North Carolina Senate, fielded re-
sponses.

Some expressed concerns about health 
effects of  fracking, particularly on children 
and studies indicating that infants born 
within 1.6 miles of  a fracking site are likely 
to have low birth weights or birth defects.

Womack said he has read exhaustively 
on the matter.

“I’m familiar with two studies,” he 
said. “In both cases, the research was 
brought into serious question because of  
the research techniques. They did show 
birth defects could be associated, but did 
not say they were conclusive. The research-
ers admitted there were flaws in the study.”

Vick noted that even in areas that don’t 
have huge explosions of  well development, 
there have been air quality issues.

“One report said urine (in well work-
ers) is being tested and they are finding 
benzene,” she said. “Benzene causes leuke-
mia and a host of  problems.”

As for the benefits of  fracking, Wom-
ack credits the shale industry with pulling 
the nation out of  the 2008 recession.

“There are great economic benefits or 

...FRACKING continued from page 6

470 Skyline Lodge Drive • 828-526-2121
Closed Monday & Tuesday

Call about our wedding & event packages

Wednesday
Grilled Chicken Carbanara over 

Linguini
with Salad or Vegetable

Thursday
Black Angus New York Strip
w/Loaded Baked Potato and 

Veg Medley

Sunday Champagne Brunch
noon-2p

All Entrées $20
Includes Salad, Entrée, Dessert and Unlimited Mimosas!

Reservations recommended but not required

Altitudes Restaurant
		  at Skyline Lodge

Fine Dining with a View!
Full Bar, wine & beer

$20 Nightly Specials!
5:30p until...

Friday
Mussels Fra Diavolo

and Vegetable Medley

Saturday
Maple Pecan Crusted Trout 

with Saffron Rice
and Vegetable Medley

there would not be 34 states doing this,” he 
said. “This country would not be experi-
encing an economic renaissance if  not for 
shale industry. The country is now close to 
becoming energy independent.”

“We are late to the game, but we are 
doing it the right way,” Brock added. “Ar-
kansas had 100 drills in the ground before a 
rule was passed. Not in North Carolina. We 
are pretty strict.”

Vick agreed it’s hard to argue the eco-
nomic benefits.

“We do need the jobs, but at what 
cost?” she said. “There’s a growing concern 
for how much methane is being released 
from this process. It’s a real concern that 

this could be very bad for the world cli-
mate.”

Editor’s Note:
Though it wasn’t mentioned at the 

Tuesday, Sept. 2 fracking presentation, 
according to a memo obtained by the 
Sylva Herald from Donald van der Vaan, 
chief  deputy secretary of  DENR writ-
ten to Timothy Dale, fiscal analyst for the 
Natural and Economic Resources team of  
the General Assembly, all sampling and 
analyses for shale gas during fiscal year 
2014-2015 will be focused downstate on 
the Deep and Dan rivers and proposed 
Cumberland-Marlboro basins. 
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Corey James Gallery &  
Estate Consignment Boutique

828-526-4818 • 228 S. 3rd Street
(Corner of 3rd and Spring behind the Methodist Church)

Open Everyday until Sundown

Now liquidating many estate items at INCREDIBLE prices 
to the public: 

Western art, bronzes, paintings, furnishings,  
collectibles, antiques & more!

526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

•Highlands Area Events •
Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church hosts a non-

denominational Men’s Meeting the first Mon-
day night of each month at 7 pm and all men 
are invited to attend. 

Tuesdays
• Free Community Table Dinner at the 

Community Bldg. at 6p.
Tues. & Thurs.

• Aerobics at the Rec Park with Tina Rog-
ers 5:15. $5.

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 9:05a. $5.
Wednesdays
• First Baptist Church is happy to pres-

ent a new season of X-treme Games at the 
Highlands Rec. Park. The games will be held 

Wednesday nights from 6 to 7:15 pm, starting 
September 10th. For more information or to 
pre-register your k - 6th grade child, please 
call 526-4153. 

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library at 

3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at Hudson 

Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
1st & 3rd Thursdays
• Free local ongoing support group for 

caregivers.  Are you involved with the care of 
a loved one who is physically or mentally fac-
ing challenges?  Sponsored by The Counseling 
and Psychotherapy Center of Highlands and 
the Highlands United Methodist Church, this 
group meets at 4PM at Room 203 at the Peggy 
Crosby Center. Facilitated by Bonnie Gram-
lich, a licensed professional. Drop in or call for 

further info, 828.342.0546. 
Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Carol at Hudson 

Library 10:40am. Open to the public. 
• Highlands Writer’s Group meets every 

Thursday from 1-3:30 pm at Hudson Library. 
Writers of all genres welcome. For info call 
526-8009 or 526-2295.

• Weight Watchers support group 
meets every Thursday at 6pm at the Ca-
shiers Community Center. Questions? Call 
Lisa 828-506-3555 Last Fri. of each month.

• Free wine tastings from 5-7p at Moun-
tainTop Wine Shoppe.

• NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness)offers a peer support group for in-
dividuals that are dealing with depression, 
anxiety, PTSD, bipolar, schizophrenia, etc. and 
the family members or friends of loved ones 
dealing with these challenges. Join us in a safe, 
confidential environment to share concerns 
and gain insight. Join us for our Weekly Sup-
port Group from 7 – 8:15 pm @ 14 West 
Palmer Street in Franklin NC, email dcwith-
nami@yahoo.com, Donita (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m. 
Newcomers welcomed.

Fri.-Sun.
• Hal Phillips on the piano at Skyline 

Lodge during dinner and Sunday brunch.
Fri. & Sat.
• The Historical Society Museum is 

open.
Saturdays
• The Farmers Market, 9a-1p in K-H 

Park. Organic vegetables, eggs, honey, chees-
es. home-made food and hand-made items. 
For information call 482-0555 Maxine Dav-
idoff.

• Cashiers Local Farmers tailgate mar-
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•Highlands Events•
ket through October at the Anglican Church 
Parking Lot Hwy 64 E next to Macon Bank. 

• Free wine tastings at MountainTop 
Wine Shoppe from 1-3p.

Sundays 
• At Highlands Inn, Sequoyah Room at 

4:30 pm. Multi-denominational, Interactive 
Bible Study and Fellowship. Open to all. 

Through Thurs., Sept 11
• The Hundred Foot Journey at The 

Playhouse, 2, 5, and 8p. No movies on Tuesday 
or Wednesday. 

Thurs., Sept. 11
• HCLT’s Box Canyon Eco Tour 9:30a 

to 3p. Easy to moderate walk with a picnic 
lunch. Reservation required. $10 for Land 
Trust members and $35 for others. Call 828-
526-1111.

• The League of Women Voters of Ma-
con County will host a forum for Jim Davis 
(R) and Jane Hipp(D), candidates for NC 
Senate District 50. The forum will be held in 
Tartan Hall in Franklin at noon. The public is 
invited and attendees will have an opportu-
nity to question and speak with candidates. 
The LWV is a non-partisan organization.

• Rotary Bingo will benefit the High-
lands Historical Society Bingo will be from 
6:30-8:30p at the Community. building beside 
the ballfield. 

• The Macon County Cancer Support 
Group will meet Thursday at 7 p.m. In the caf-
eteria of Angel Medical Center on Riverview 
Street. By the group’s request, Jane Spotted-
bird, author, former educator, and stage 4 can-
cer survivor will return as guest speaker. Come 
hear her inspiring story. Light refreshments 
will be served. Everyone welcomed.

Fri., Sept 12
• Lunch and Learn at the H-C Hospital. 

“Estate Planning and Health Care Directives” 
11:30a to 1p. Registration is at 11:30a in the 
ELC Conference Room. Lunch and presenta-
tion is at noon in the ELC activities room. 
Please RSVP Pamela Harris at 828-526-1325.

Sat.-Sun.,Sept. 13-14
• Carolinas Dahlia Society Annual Show 

at the Cyde National Guard Armory, 1824 
Jones Cove Road. Admission is free. Sat. 1-5p, 
Sund., 11a-3p. Cut flowers for sale Sat. and 
Sun. 

Sat., Sept. 13
• Land of Sky Chorus presents Kings of 

the Road at PAC on Chestnut Street at 7:30p. 
Tickets are $17. Call 828-526-9047. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 
an easy-to-moderate 3-mile hike with eleva-
tion change of 900 ft. on HOLLY SPRINGS 
RIDGE. Meet in the old Walmart parking lot 
at 9:30 a.m., drive 3 miles round trip. Call 
leader Kathy Ratcliff, 349-3380, for reserva-
tions. Friendly dogs on leash o.k.

Sun., Sept. 14
• The Highlands Summer Ringers pres-

ent their end-of-summer handbell concert, 
Summer Ring, on Sunday, September 14 
at 4PM at the Highlands United Methodist 

Church. The Summer Ringers are an ecumeni-
cal group composed of handbell enthusiasts 
from Highlands United Methodist Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, and Cashiers Unit-
ed Methodist Church. The concert is free.

• Complimentary Luncheon to raise 
funds for the Highlands Emergency Council’s 
Fuel Fund, 11:45a to 1:45p in Coleman Hall 
of the First Presbyterin Chruch. Roasted Pork 
Tenderloin, Poppy Seed Chicken, Potato Cas-
serole, BBQ Green Beans, rolls, dessert. Pre-
pared by Joel Porter. RSVP by Fri., Sept. 12. 
828-526-3175.

Sept 15-30	
• Join Highlands Plateau Audubon with 

a Hawk Watch on Whiteside Mountain. Call 
Brock Hutchins (828-787-1387) to get on 
his contact list for this walk. These walks are 
weather dependent. Come see this Fall Migra-
tion of various kinds of hawks.

Mon., Sept. 15
• A Gathering of Eagles of Eagle Alumni 

in Macon and Southern Jackson counties at 
the Highlands Community Center at 6p.m. 
All Eagle Scouts from the 1950s and ‘60s will 
hear about current scouting activities, accom-
plishments and challenges. RESVP by Sept. 14. 
The event is free. Call 828-550-7865. or email 
kirby.thompson@scouting.org.

Tues., Sept. 16
• At PAC, the Live in HD Series featuring 

National Theatre’s production of A Streetcar 
Named Desire. Call 828.526.9047 for info 
and tickets.

Wed., Sept. 17 
• At PAC, the Live in HD Series featur-

ing an Encore MET performance of: The En-
chanted Island. Call 828.526.9047 for info 
and tickets.

Thurs., Sept. 18
• Dazzling Dahlias Festival Patron Party 

at the HCC Hudson House. Mexican Food, 
Margaritas and Mariachi music. $125 per per-
son. Call Judy Taylor at 828-526-8388.

Fri., Sept. 19
• At PAC, the Live in HD Series featuring 

an, National Theatre’s production of Medea. 
Call 828.526.9047 for info and tickets.

Sat., Sept. 20
• The Highlands Historical Society’s an-

nual Dahlia Festival at the Rec Park from 1-5p. 
Tickets are $5 and flowers are available for 
purchase.	

• Join Highlands Plateau Audubon Soci-
ety’s annual “Charlie Davis Memorial” field 
trip to the Blue Ridge Parkway to see migrat-
ing birds and great views. Bring your lunch. 
Meet in the parking lot behind the Highlands 
Town Hall near the public restrooms at 7 am. 
Contact Brock Hutchins at 828-787-1387 or 
visit www.highlandsaudubonsociety.org. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an 
easy-to-moderate 3-mile hike with elevation 
change of 900 ft. on HOLLY SPRINGS RIDGE. 
Meet in the old Walmart parking lot at 9:30 
a.m., drive 3 miles round trip. Call leader 
Kathy Ratcliff, 349-3380, for reservations. 
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 Summer House
PORCH & PATIO FEATURING

Open Mon.-Sat. 9a - 5p
2089 Dillard Road • 828-526-5577

www.summerhousehighlands.com
Email: summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net

(2 miles from Main Street)

533 E. Main Street next to Mountain Fresh Grocery

The 
Blue 

Elephant
Consignment 

Studio

2248 Dillard Road • 526-9948
Open: Tuesday-Saturday 10a to 4p...and by appt.

S A L E!

Fall Home Improvement

(StatePoint) No mat-
ter where you live, you want 
to make the most of  your 
available living and storage 
space.

This is especially true 
for residents in urban ar-
eas or who opt for moun-
tain cabins. But less space 
doesn’t mean that you have 
to go without, say experts.

“A few simple adjust-
ments can help you main-
tain your comfort in a small 
home,” says Robin Wilson, 
celebrity interior designer 
with expertise in creating 
healthy spaces.

There are plenty of  
ways to “open up” your liv-
ing spaces to create more 
room.

The Living Room
Choose furniture for a 

small living room that is ap-
propriate for the space. For 
example, avoid sofas with 

Home Improvement Tips 
to Make the Most of Small 

Spaces

“Let me help you with your next remodeling project!”

828-342-3500 • kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook • Kevin Pickett LLC

skirts and select couches 
which are raised off  the 
floor to create a more open 
look.

A large, strategically 
placed mirror can also help 
create the illusion that your 
living room is actually much 
larger than it is. The same 
goes for lack of  clutter. Be 
sure to keep a small space 
organized with a daily once-
over.

Storage
Living simply can go 

a long way toward making 
your home feel larger. Ev-
ery season, go through your 
closet and toss aside items 
that are worn out, no longer 
fit, or are out of  style.

Use creative storage 
solutions to make more 
space. For example, an otto-
man that doubles as a trunk 
is a great place to store old 
photos and keepsakes. A 

bike rack that mounts to the 
wall can clear valuable floor 
space in your foyer. 

The Kitchen
The kitchen is often 

the heart of  the home, 
particularly if  you like en-
tertaining or love to cook. 
Unfortunately, kitchens can 
get overcrowded quickly by 
excessive gadgetry.

“If  counter space is at 
a premium, consider highly 
functional appliances that 
have multiple uses,” says 
Wilson.

New technology can 
give kitchens the essential 
ability to function. Though 

it is compact in size, it still 
maintains a spacious in-
terior and comes with an 
optional trim kit that easily 
converts this microwave to 
a built-in, freeing up coun-
ter space while giving a 
stylish accent to cabinetry. 
More information can be 
found at www.Panasonic.
com.

The Bathroom
Give the illusion of  

space by decorating with 
pale or pastel colors on 
the walls and floor. Avoid 
using bolder colors, except 
on towels and ornamental 
pieces

Home-Wide
Ensure that you have 

lighting at floor, table 
and eye level to help limit 
shadows. Another trick is 
to use a tall lamp to draw 
eyes upwards and add 
height to the room.

A small home is no ex-
cuse for feeling cramped. 
With a few interior design 
strategies in place, you can 
make even the smallest 
space feel larger in size.

The
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FALL 

S A L E!

Benjamin Moore Paints
Carpets

Wood Flooring
Tile

Wall Coverings
Window Treatments

Custom Closets

330 Dillard Road • Highlands • 828-526-3571
www.highlandsdecorating.com

Highlands 
Consign 

& Design
Shop: 828-526-2801
Cell: 404-550-1565

2220 US 64 east, Highlands
(Just before HFCC)

Fall Home Improvement HOME COLORS
KITCHEN CABINET REFACING/PAINTING 

CASHIERS-HIGHLANDS. 

Chuck Layman
23 years professional experience. 

770-594-0750
paintcabinets@bellsouth.net. www.paintcabinets.net. 

LIke Us On Facebook: Home Colors Atlanta

(StatePoint) Curb 
appeal is important in 
setting a welcoming tone. 
And if  your home is for 
sale, an attractive exterior 
becomes crucial.

“Realtors tell us that 
potential home buyers 
make a ‘street decision’ in 
less than 12 seconds on 
whether or not to view a 
home,” says Niki Decker 
of  Fypon, a leader in the 
synthetic millwork indus-
try. “That’s a very short 
time to make a good im-
pression.”

August marks the 
first National Curb Ap-
peal Month, a great time 
to focus on ways to add 
value and design appeal 
to your home’s exterior, 
whether or not you have 
plans to sell.

The experts at Fy-
pon are offering their top 
exterior upgrade tips:

• Swap a rotting 
wooden porch system 
with a new structural 
synthetic balustrade sys-
tem that includes porch 
posts, top and bottom 
rails, balusters and all the 
other pieces essential to 
create a weather-resistant 
porch.

• Trim out exterior 

National Curb Appeal Month: 
Tips to Upgrade Your Home’s 

Exterior
windows. Use crossheads 
for over a window and top 
with a solid, decorative or 
recessed panel keystone 
accent piece. On the sides 
and below the window, 
use moulding pieces with 
plinth blocks in the cor-
ners to eliminate miter 
cuts.

• Replace older, rot-
ting wooden louvers with 
low-maintenance polyure-
thane louvers. Such func-
tional louvers should have 
a noncorrosive fiberglass 
screen backing to keep 
insects out while allow-
ing maximum airflow and 
ventilation to enter an at-
tic.

• A conventional 
older wooden door may 
be inefficient, worn out 
or plain ugly. Consider re-
placing your old wooden 
door with a solid fiber-
glass door, which is up to 
four times more energy ef-
ficient and resistant to rot, 
rust, dings and weather. 
Constructed as a complete 
system of  components, 
Therma-Tru fiberglass 
doors, for example, are en-
gineered to work together 
for lasting performance, 
security and energy effi-
ciency.

Throughout August, 
homeowners can enter 
the online “Door Do-
Over Sweepstakes” for 
the chance to win a new 
Therma-Tru fiberglass 
entry door. To enter the 
sweepstakes, visit www.
TodaysHomeowner.com/
DoorDoOver.

• Make smart up-
grades with a proven re-
turn on investment. For 
example, adding energy-
efficient vinyl windows, 
like those from Simonton 
Windows, as a mid-range 
project to a home can 
have a cost recoup value 
of  78.7 percent, while 
adding vinyl siding can 
have a 78.2 percent recoup 
rate, according to the 2014 
Cost Versus Value Study 
conducted by Remodeling 
magazine.

• Add “top down” 
color to the home by start-
ing with the roof. Polymer 
slate and shake roofs, like 

those from DaVinci Roof-
scapes, come in 49 stan-
dard colors and unlimited 
custom colors.

• Color plays a major 
role in creating curb ap-
peal.   Add and maintain 
colorful shrubbery and 
planters to give your exte-
rior a natural burst of  col-
or. Look to the front door, 
your shutters and trim to 
add pops of  color addi-
tions that complement the 
rest of  the exterior.

For more tips, 
visit www.fypon.com. 
Throughout August, Fy-
pon will include daily curb 
appeal tips, along with de-
tailed curb appeal infor-
mation and color advice 
from national color expert 
Kate Smith of  Sensational 
Color.

This National Curb 
Appeal Month, make your 
home a more welcoming 
place by giving its exterior 
a facelift.
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...GRADUATION from page 1
graduating from high school is a 
minimum requirement for stu-
dents who hope to be competi-
tive in the workplace.

Congratulations to our stu-
dents for their hard work,” she 
said. “We will continue to focus 
efforts on boosting this rate at 
the state, local and school levels 
so that every student graduates 
from high school prepared to 
succeed.”

Students today are required 
to earn more course credits – a 
minimum of  22 – than prior 
groups of  students were required 
to earn. Students who entered 
high school before 2009 had to 
successfully complete at least 
20 credits to qualify for gradua-
tion. In addition, students today 
are expected to complete math-
ematics through Math III, or the 
equivalent of  Algebra II, as a 
minimum.

Requirements for high 
school graduation have been 
gradually increasing over the past 
20 years. Today, graduates must 
earn at least 22 credits as follows: 
English (four credits); Math-
ematics (four credits, through 

Math III plus a fourth math); Sci-
ence (three credits); Social Studies 
(four to include Civics and Eco-
nomics), World History, American 
History I: Founding Principles 
and American History II or AP 
US History); Health and Physical 
Education (one credit); six elec-
tives (which can include world 
languages, Career and Technical 
Education, JROTC, arts or other 
courses).

“A top priority of  the State 
Board of  Education is to ensure 
that high school diplomas are 
meaningful and aligned with the 
skills and knowledge that students 
need in college and in careers,” 
said Board Chairman Bill Cobey. 
“It is good news that students 
are reaching higher standards and 
graduating in higher numbers as 
well.”

While the minimum number 
of  required course credits is 22 
for high school graduates, many 
students earn more than the mini-
mum. Most high schools operat-
ing on a block schedule or modi-
fied block schedule offer students 
the opportunity to earn up to 
eight course credits per year.

In addition to the four-year 
cohort graduation rate, North 
Carolina also reports a five-year 
cohort graduation rate. The five-
year cohort graduation rate for 
2014 is 84.9 percent.

In 2012-‘13 Highlands 
School’s 4-year cohort rate was 
88.6% and in 2013-’14 it was 
90.6%. These represent students 
who entered in the ninth grade 
and graduated in the twelfth 
grade.

It’s 5-year cohort rate was 
91.9% in 2012-’13 and 88.9% in 
2013-’14.

Principal Brian Jetter said 
various elements determine grad-
uation success.

“I don’t believe there is any 
one ‘thing’ we have done differ-
ently to increase or decrease our 
rate at Highlands School. A lot 
of  times graduation rates have to 
do with the stability of  students’ 
home lives, and the stability of  

students remaining in one school 
rather than moving a lot over 
the years,” he said. “Like adults, 
students perform better when 
they are in a stable environment 
whether it be school or home.”

He said district- and state-
wide the graduation rate can 
be impacted negatively when 
a student or family leaves, and 
you simply can’t find where they 
went.

– Kim Lewicki

his fellow Republicans have ig-
nored the working class mem-
bers of  society, with their lack of  
action on raising the minimum 
wage. 

“When you talk about in-
come equality, today we have 
people who are rolling in cash,” 
Hill said. “They buy 14th century 
broken beer bottles for a million 
dollars, they buy corporate jets, 
everything you can imagine, and 
the poor people can’t afford hous-
ing and food. And I’m sick of  it.”

Championing for an increase 
in minimum wage, Hill said he 
considered an attempt to live off  
of  $7.25 the current federal mini-
mum wage, “starvation.” 

Meadows, who scored his 
first stint in Congress running on 
the vision of  being a member of  
the working middle class, contin-
ued to drill that point home last 
Thursday. 

“We trapped many more 
poor in a cycle of  what I call ‘com-
fortable poverty,’” Meadows said, 
pointing out that with the current 
wages, a single parent would make 
$15,080 a year working 40 hours 
a week. Meadows noted that if  
she got a $3 an hour raise at work, 
she would no longer being eligible 
for government benefits, thus, the 
raise would not help at all. 

Although he doesn’t believe 
raising the minimum wage is the 
answer, Meadows noted that a bi-
partisan effort needs to be made 
to address the underlying issue of  
the state’s poverty crisis. 

Meadows, who while in of-
fice has worked to reduce govern-
ment spending, said that he can’t 
support Congress’ temporary 
solution of  raising the nation’s 
debt ceiling, without a longer plan 
to produce a balanced budget in 
the future with a cap or another 
method. He said the current gov-

ernment continues to raise it with-
out any plan and without any need 
for accountability. 

“There’s over $106 billion - 
that’s billion with a ‘B’ - that the 
federal government spent and we 
don’t even know where it went,” 
said Meadows. “I mean, no ac-
countability at all.”

With a differing view, Hill of-
fered a solution to Meadows wish 
for a long-term plan: make corpo-
rations pay their taxes. Hill cited 
historical figures from the Eisen-
hower presidency saying then, on 
average corporations paid 23 per-
cent, but now the richest in soci-
ety pay about 6 percent. 

“If  they pay 23 percent and 
we put a small, three-hundredths 
of  one penny transaction tax on 
Wall Street transactions, the bud-
get will balance,” said Hill.

“The way to balance the bud-
get is very simple. It’s to make 
corporations pay their taxes,” Hill 
said. “We’re not taking in enough 
money and it’s not going to hap-
pen as long as we have these right-
wing extremists in charge of  the 
government.”

Meadows didn’t argue with 
Hill’s proposed solution and said 
that while closing corporate tax 
loopholes would certainly help, it 
was a fine line to walk when deal-
ing with taxpayer dollars. Mead-
ows reaffirmed his notion that 
the problem could not solely be 
found in tax collections and pay-
ments, but instead reform was 
needed on government spending. 

“Tom’s answer to balance the 
budget is to take the hard-working 
taxpayer’s money,” he said. “The 
problem is not a revenue prob-
lem, it’s a spending problem and 
we’ve got to get it under control.

Meadows and the shut-
down of  the federal government 

After Hill and audience mem-

bers made reference to Meadows 
direct involvement with the gov-
ernment shutdown that occurred 
after he took office, Fraboni asked 
Meadows if  he would change any-
thing he did. 

Meadows, who drafted a let-
ter opposing Obamacare that gar-
nered signatures and ultimately 
led to the government shutdown, 
said that was not his intention. He 
explained that he stands firm in 
what he wanted to address in his 
letter. 

“Did I believe that they 
would pay higher premiums? The 
answer is still yes,” he said.

“Did I believe that Harry 
Reid would be reasonable? That’s 
where I was wrong,” Meadows 
said. “And if  you want to suggest 
that this freshman congressman 
has more power than Harry Reid 
and can close down the govern-
ment, so be it. I’m going to do 
a whole lot more for Western 
North Carolina if  I’ve got that 
kind of  power.”

Hill said that despite Mead-
ows answer, at the end of  the day, 
Meadows’ letter forced leaders in 
the House to take a position that 
resulted in a government shut-
down.

“Mark talks about biparti-
san and working together, but it 
was a group of  Republicans who 
decided they’d hold the federal 
government hostage to defund 
Obamacare,” Hill said. “They es-
sentially passed bills that overrode 
the ACA 40 times. Forty times! 
They’re just really sore losers, 
that’s what the bottom line is.”

To validate his commitment 
to building a bipartisan house, 
Meadows said he has co-spon-
sored more Democrat bills than 
anybody in the NC delegation.

...FACE-OFF continued from page 3
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30-man chorus to perform at PAC, Sat., Sept. 13. Tickets are $17.

The Land of  Sky Chorus performs 
at PAC Saturday, Sept. 13 at 7:30p. The 
chorus specializes in 4-part acappella har-
mony, including the barbershop harmony. 
This year’s show “Kings of  the Road” 
features an eclectic mix of  songs rang-
ing from the 1850s to present age with a 

stop over at the era of  the Great American 
Songbook. 

Also performing is Do Wop senstions 
Sh-Boom! and a special guest appearance 
of  the Asheville’s quartet Supersonnics. 
Tickets are $17 and are available through 
the PAC box office at 828-526-9047.

Land of Sky show “Kings of the Road’ 
at PAC Saturday



Page 16 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Sept. 11, 2014 - 828-200-1371

Falling Waters is a 52 acre community just 2.5 miles 
from Main St. Secluded but not remote; peaceful, quiet and private.  
Mature hardwoods, giant Rhodies, Mountain Laurel and a plethora of 
wild flowers that take turns showing off thru the seasons. Two water-
falls & several creeks add charm & interest. Paved roads, underground 
utilities, newer homes built after 2000, no road noise, well maintained, 
a great place to take a walk!

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address: 78 Black Bear Trace Highlands, NC 28741
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just 
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths 

of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 
www.highlandsnchomesites.com 

Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  
prices & a guided tour. 

828-508-9952.

Two lots sold this winter and a year round home is being 
built ... New cottage section opening soon!

LIVE in HD continues at PAC. A busy week for the Live in HD series, starting with A Streetcar Named 
Desire, starring Gillian Anderson on Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 7pm. Wednesday, Sept. 17, 7pm the MET Opera 
presents the last of the Encore Series with The Enchanted Island. Friday, Sept. 19, 7pm the National Theatre 
of London is screening Medea. A full description and Tickets for all events are available online: highlandspac.
org or by calling 828.526.9047. National Theatre: $18 MET Opera Encore: $15

LIVE in HD at PAC begins with ‘Streetcar Named Desire’

Call about October advertising 
828-200-1371

Opposing views on US in-
volvement in the Middle East

When asked about the coun-
try’s foreign policies, Meadows 
cited his meetings and knowledge 
gained from meeting countless 

diplomats and hearing first-hand 
what they want from the US. 

With violence and tragedy 
piercing the Middle East, Mead-
ows said it was the responsibility 
of  the United States Government 

to intervene where needed, while 
Hill had a completely different ap-
proach. 

“Taking an indecisive, wait-
and-see stance is not the thing to 
do,” Meadows said. “Terrorism 
could spread to the U.S. You’ve 
got to deal with it today, deci-

sively, or we’re going to be dealing 
with it in the blood of  our men 
and women,” Meadows said.

Hill said for financial reasons, 
the United States should stay out 
of  the crisis developing overseas, 
and while he empathizes with 
the victims, they have to fend for 
themselves. 

Regarding Ukraine, instead 
of  an intervention, Hill suggested 
that the U.S. form a coalition with 
Russia in order to build closer 
U.S.-Russian relations. 

Meadows, noting the dangers 
and reckless decisions imposed 
by Russia as of  late, said the U.S. 
should pursue policies to lower 
energy costs to reduce Russian 
power and lessen their global im-
pact.

The Hill and Meadows de-
bate was the first of  a 3-debate 
series being offered at WCU. 

The second debate, on Tuesday, 
Sept. 23, features candidates in 
the N.C. House of  Represen-
tatives District 19 race pitting 
incumbent Joe Sam Queen (D-
Haywood) against Mike Clampitt 
(R-Swain). The debate will be 
held in Room 204 of  the Health 
and Human Sciences Building on 
WCU’s West Campus. The series 
will wrap up on Thursday, Oct. 
2, with a debate of  N.C. Senate 
District 50 candidates, with in-
cumbent Jim Davis (R-Macon) 
and opponent Jane Hipps (D-
Haywood). That debate also 
will be held in Room 204 of  
the Health and Human Sciences 
Building.

For more information about 
the WCU Political Debate Series, 
contact the Public Policy Insti-
tute at 828-227-3898.

...FACE-OFF continued from page 14

...AID continued from page 1

• See AID page 19

sewer lines, natural gas piping, 
telecommunication systems, inter-
net availability and cell reception. 

“Initially a majority of  the 
board felt that there might be 
a need for expansion of  the 
current water and sewer in-
frastructure,” County Planner 
Matt Mason wrote in a letter to 
commissioners. “After thorough 
analysis of  the existing usage 
amounts and the current pipe 
sizes presently installed, we de-
termined there is no significant 
need for future expansion.”

Hanners said although ex-
panding the water and sewer sys-
tem to Queen Mountain Subdi-
vision in Highlands was marked 
as the greatest possible need, ex-
panding water lines to that sub-
division, would set a precedent, 
which is something the planning 
department wanted to avoid. 

“If  we did that for Queen 
Mountain, where would be draw 
the line in the future for other 
similar areas in the county?” 
asked Hanners. “We just didn’t 
think it is something the county 
needs to do.”

Hanners said the county’s 
involvement in Highlands and 
Franklin, though warranted, 
wouldn’t benefit the county as a 
whole. 

The town of  Highlands is 
currently replacing old, narrow 
and corroded water lines along 
NC 28 from Brushy Face to 
Bueno Vista with a six-inch line 
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy Communion 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (said) 1928 Service, including 

Communion; 9:30a Christian Education; 10:30a Faithful, 
Family Service w/ Music & Communion. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

Wednesdays –7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC University
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street
Sunday Service: 11 a.m.;Testimony Mg: 5 p.m. on 3rd Wed 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968
Sundays: Eucharist Rite 1 8a in chapel; Education and choir 
rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 

Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 

Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.; School:9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:7 

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 8:30, 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.
Wed: Supper; 5:15; 7:15:children, youth, & adults studies; 

6:15:Adult choir (nursery provided ) Thurs:12:30:
Women’s Bible Study (nursery)

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
LITTE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009
Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office: 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 10:30 a.m.; Sat. at 6p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Dwight Loggins
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth:7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 7- Oct 26-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. Child Care - 10:30a - 12:30p 
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  

Youth 8th - 12th grade meets 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30p
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

• Spiritually Speaking •

• See SPIRITUALLY page 19

John 3:16

By Mark Ford
First Baptist Church of  Highlands

Alexis de Tocqueville, French political thinker and 
historian, wrote in his ground-breaking book 
Democracy in America (1835), “In America, the 

majority builds an impregnable wall around the process 
of  thinking.” Novelist James Fennimore Cooper wrote, 
“It is a besetting vice of  democracies to substitute pub-
lic opinion for law.” Simply, these two early observers of  
American democracy at work – and many since – saw the 
inherent weakness of  democracy. Public opinion becomes 
the law. Public opinion becomes an impregnable wall that 
forbids any truths but those commonly held by the major-
ity – regardless of  its dissonance from established law, and 
most sadly today, Divine truth and absolutes. 

But for the Hebrew prophets, “Thus says the Lord” 
was the decisive opinion, and not the herd mentality that 
often drives our political, cultural, and increasingly our ec-
clesiastical institutions. Public opinion and polls may have 
their place, but God’s “opinion” – God’s law and truth 
– holds sway over all individual and consensus thinking. 
When it has come to excellence in issues of  truth, aesthet-
ics, and attainments in the arts, science or spiritual pursuits 
– rarely is it the result of  the opinion of  “Mr. Average” or 
“John Q. Public.” Rather, that which succeeds and holds 
to a higher standard moves beyond common thinking and 
the mediocre, and aspires for the transcendent and the ex-
cellent. When it comes to law, truth and what is best for 
society, there is no higher standard or opinion for which 
we can aim than that of  God’s. 

Where 
is 

Truth?
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 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome. 

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

NEW LOCATION!
Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

& Maggie Rogers 
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

The fourth annual “Dazzling Dahlias” 
Festival dates have just been announced by 
the Highlands Historical Society for Sep-
tember 20. The event will be held at the 
Highlands Recreation Park.

Last year’s event attracted over 300 
entries from local amateur hobbyists, in-
cluding some entries in the new childrens’ 
category. 

The show highlights growers’ favorite 
dahlias, which are entered and ribboned by 
an array of  judges. 

Interested participants may drop off  
their dahlias at the rec park on Friday, Sep-
tember 19th from 5-7p.m. or on the morn-
ing of  the show between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

This year’s speaker will be local grower 
Ann Maxwell. The time will be announced 
at a later date. The show will be at the Rec 
Park from 1- 5pm. In addition to viewing 
gorgeous dahlias, bouquets are also avail-
able for purchase All proceeds from this 
show benefit the Highlands Historical So-
ciety.

On September 18, Dazzling Dahlias 
Patron Party will be held at the Hudson 
House at Highlands Country Club. The 

fare will be Mexican food, Margaritas and 
Mariachi music. 

Mark your calendars, as seating is 
limited to 125 persons. Tickets are $100 
each. For more information on the Patron 
Party, contact Judy Taylor at 526 8388

Dazzling Dahlias Festival festivities 
set for Sept. 18 and Sept. 20

Drop off  dahlias at the Rec Park on 
Friday, Sept., 19 from 5-7p.m. or on 
the morning of  the show, Sat., Sept. 
20, between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
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• Police & Fire Reports •
Highlands Police Log entries from 

Aug. 22. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or public officials have been used. 

Aug. 22
• At 7 p.m., officers responded to a 

report of a larceny from a residence on 
Zermatt Circle where jewelry valued at 
more than $10,000 was stolen.

Aug. 28
• At 9:40 a.m., officers responded to a 

two-vehicle accident on US. 64 west.
• At 4:30 p.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident in the Wright Square 
parking lot.

• At 5:15 p.m., officers responded to a 
one-vehicle accident on US 64 west.

Aug. 31
• At 4:42 p.m., officers responded to 

a one-vehicle accident on Lower Brushy 
Face Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
Dept. log entries from Sept. 4.

Sept. 4
• At 11:30 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Shortoff Road.
Sept. 5
• At 3:49 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders on Main Street.
Sept. 6
• At 6:19 p.m.,the dept. provided mu-

tual aid to the Cashiers Fire Dept.
• At 7:33 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a CO2 alarm at a residence on Klein Road.
Sept. 8
• At 3:02 p.m., the dept. provided mu-

tual aid for the Cashiers Fire Dept.
Sept. 9
• A little past midnight, the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on Club-
house Trail.

• See AID page 22

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 17
Ultimately, we don’t want to curry the 

favor of  the consensus or public opinion. 
Truth is not subject to utilitarian or prag-
matic concerns. Truth cannot be quanti-
fied nor qualified. Truth is truth, and as 
Christians we believe that God has con-
veyed His truth to us in nature, His Scrip-
tures and in Christ incarnate. It is too easy 
as churches to get caught up in the sensa-
tional and forget what is significant. The 
church has been guilty, of  late, of  missing 
the urgent and defaulting for the popular 
and “cool” to assuage opinions in the pew. 
The idolatry of  bigger numbers has culti-
vated the idolatry of  opinion and consen-
sus. We as Christians have been fooled by 
the fashions of  our day and enslaved to 
the traditionalisms of  the past. Simply, we 
have caved in to the opinion of  the masses 
from within and without. We owe an apol-

828-743-0900

ogy to the culture and world at large for 
these compromises. And in these perilous 
days where truth is hard to find because it 
changes with opinions, God’s people must 
in a fresh and even radical way, begin to 
submit all opinions and fashions to solid 
Christian thinking – a thinking rooted in 
the only truth that is eternal and unaffected 
by the winds of  change. And that Truth is 
God and His Word. And if  it is the Truth, 
it can withstand all comers and challenges, 
all other pretensions to Truth. 

Simply, I would say, “Forgive us world! 
Forgive us for listening to public opinion 
and not standing without compromise for 
the Truth and living the Truth!” For what 
the world needs is not a reflection of  their 
opinion and consensus thinking, but a rev-
elation of  the Truth that is found only in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Third annual “Taize on the 
Mountain” will be Thursday, Sept. 18 
at 6 p.m. at Kelsey Hutchinson Park at 
Pine Street. This is a community wide ef-
fort sponsored by Holy Family Lutheran, 
Highlands United Methodist, Episcopal 
Church of  the Incarnation and Our Lady 
of  the Mountains Catholic Church.

Taize’s worship emphasis is on si-
lence, light and meditative singing – a 
weaving together of  prayer and music.

Also, seeking musicians and a sound 
system, heavy duty extension cords, a 
spot light and votive candles. If  you can 
help in any way please call Chaplain Mar-
garet Howell at 704-516-7893 or email 
knytengale@aol.com.

3rd annual Taize on the Mountain 
is Sept. 18 in K-H Park

...AID continued from 
page 16
and installing spurs off  that line which the 
county or subdivisions could connect to. 

According to Public Service Direc-
tor Lamar Nix, Queen Mountain, which 
is two miles outside the town’s limits, 
has numerous problems that need to 
be addressed including a water pressure 
problem. Queen Mountain residents had 
hoped the county would step in and pick 
up where the town left off  at Bueno Vista 
at the town line on NC 28.

Mason explained to commission-
ers that both the towns of  Franklin and 
Highlands were given the opportunity to 
make presentations regarding their cur-
rent and future needs in relation to mu-
nicipal water and sewer. Although the 
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988.

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

U Call We Hall Junk Removal & 
Property Cleanout Service

Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, 
Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll takeyour Trash & 
Save you some Cash. Cheaper than a Dumpster 

& we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268

Trackhoe work • Driveway repair  
Culverts • Boulder walls 

Debris removal • Parking areas  
Demolition • Clearing • Topsoil 

Bocce Ball Courts • Water features
25 years experience

Martin Murray
526-9388

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

HEALTHY HOME SERVICES

Certified • Licensed • Insured
828-200-0949

Mold and Moisture Removal.
Sealed Crawlspaces. 

Radon Mitigation. 
Duct Cleaning and Fogging.

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

J&M Towing  
Service

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller
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You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22
Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

BLACK BEAR CONSTRUCTION
We Build All Types of Homes!

www.BlackBearGreen.com
828-487-4248

Painting, Flooring, Fireplaces.
Baths and Kitchen Remodels.
Chimney Repairs. New Roofs.

Tree Removal. Excavating.

Come by 
The Falls on 

Main to 
See Our 

New Home

828-369-0436 OR 828-421-0067

SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS
$17/wk BW

$22/wk/color

CLASSIFIED ADS
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents per word 

thereafter
($2 extra for yellow highlight)

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Highlands Cashiers 
Concierge & Management

Full Range of Services Including: 
Housekeeping • Maintenance
Home Watch • Winterization

(828) 482-2480
HCCMHOME@GMAIL.COM • HCCMHOME.com

ER Registered Nurses
MDS Coordinator

Patient Access Coordinator
Medical Supply Tech

• CLASSIFIEDS •
YARD SALE
SATURDAY SEPT. 13 – 8a-2p. 160 Strawberry 

Lane, Highlands. Lots of stuff!!

HELP WANTED
MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY is accepting 

applications for full-time positions as a coffee/barista 
server. Contact Don or JT at 828.526.2400. (9/11)

THE BISTRO AT MAIN STREET INN is hiring 
cooks, servers, food runners, bussers. Stop by to apply or 
call 526-2590. or or email at info@mainstreet-inn.com.

 HIGHLANDS PLAYHOUSE Is now hiring part-
time help for our winter movie season. Must have strong 
customer service and math skills. Call 828-526-2695 or 
come by the office at 362 Oak Street, Highlands. (st. 8/28)

EXPERIENCED HORSE/DOG HOUSE SIT-
TER. Please call Nicole @ 252-637-2255 (st. 8/21)

WHOLE LIFE MARKET & NECTAR JUICE 
BAR are now accepting applications for full and part 
time employment. Must have an interest in health and 
wellness, retail experience is required. Stop by Whole 
Life Market located at 680 N. 4th St. for an application or 
email your resume to wholelife@frontier.com. (st. 8/21)

PART TIME SEASONAL ON-CALL RESI-
DENTIAL CLEANING IN HIGHLANDS. Evenings 
only. No Smoking (828)421-3934 (st. 8/21)

WAITSTAFF NEEDED AT TOKYO RESTAU-
RANT. Call Jimmy at 828-526-8800. (st. 7/31)

LEAD LINE COOK & DISHWASHER needed 
at casual fine dining, up to $13/hour or salary B.O.E. 
jasoncancilla2012@gmail.com (st. 6/19)

PART TIME SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITY AVAILABLE. Prior wait staff experi-
ence required. 20 - 30 hours with weekend availability. 
Call 803-389-0199. (st. 6/12)

CNA, NURSES, CAREGIVERS needed for 
Home Care Agency serving Older Adults in Macon, 
Jackson and Transylvania counties. Call 828-200-9000. 
(st. 5/15) 

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT is looking for 
experienced servers and a part-time host/hostess. Please 
call Robbie at 828.526.3807. (st. 5/15)

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH END RE-
TAIL CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS, NC. 
full time. part-time and seasonal. Must be available to 
work weekends. Retail clothing sales experience pre-
ferred. Please call 828-200-1703. (st. 3/13) 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY AT TJ BAILEY IN 
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
746-3593. (st. 9/4)

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
ADORABLE 2/2 LOG CABIN 

NEAR MIRROR LAKE. Amazing 
rental history. Perfect for buyer looking for 
proven investment property. Completely 
furnished for only $349,900. Call owner 
at 800-335-9215. View pictures at www.
HighlandsRentals.net/StonesThrowPics 
(pd 11/6)

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999.00. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

2BR/1BA HOME. Clear Creek Road. 
New exterior paint, inside paint, Brand 
new appliances, new flooring throughout. 
$165,000. (828) 526 2288/ (828)482-2385. 
(st. 7/31)

SECLUDED, BUT JUST MIN-
UTES TO TOWN, Adorable two Bed-
room home with great views and outdoor 
living spaces. Call 828-421-4681. (st. 5/29)

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE

FOR SALE BY OWNER – 3 build-
ing lots in the gated community of Rustic 
Falls. Macon County tax records value 
at $51,000 each. Must sell due to health 
reasons. Asking $15,000 each. Call owner 
at 803-640-6004. (St. 5/1)

MUST SELL 6+ acres at Lake Glen-
ville. Lake and mountain views. $130,000 
or Best Offer. Call 706-348-3208. (st. 2/20)

1/2 ACRE KNOLL FOR SALE 
Homesite is cleared for Camper or Cabin. 
Driveway in, 1000 gal Septic/Drainfield in, 
Well permit in hand. Scaly Mountain area 
near Highlands. No Restrictions and Very 
Beautiful. $35,000 850-363-1436. (st. 8/28)

ITEMS FOR SALE 

21FURNITURE: couch and match-
ing chair, $40; 9-drawer dresser, $25; 4 
kitchen chairs, $25; end table, $15; TV 
cabinet, $15; garden hose storage unit, $6. 
Call 526-5367. (7/24) 

BISTRO TABLES W/CHAIRS, 
Tommy Bahamas chair, like new, lots of 
other pieces.Call 828-526-3742. (7/24)

TOP OF THE LINE MAYTAG 
Washer (electric) and Dryer (gas). Never 
used. Call 828-526-0469. (st. 7/17)

2005 KAWASAKI VULCAN 1600 
Classic Nomad with fairing, windshield, 
saddlebags and new tires. $3,800. Call 678-
878-8757, ask for Art. (6/26)

NOW AVAILABLE! HIGH-
LANDS, N.C…THE EARLY YEARS 
VOLUME II, Angie Jenkins’ new coffee 

table book, containing 200 pages of mostly 
never before seen historic Highlands pho-
tos. Sold at selected locations in Highlands. 
For info call Angie Jenkins @ 828-200-0183 
(st. 6/12) 

WORMY CHESTNUT FOR 
SALE: Approximately 300 square feet of 
¾” wormy chestnut wainscot milled and 
finished. Board length 36”; width varies 
from 4” to 8”. $2800 lot price. 404-944-
5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES

MARK’S SEDAN SERVICE – Air-
port transportation, winter-fall tours. Call 
or Text 239-292-3623. Mark9398@aol.
com (st. 9/11)

HANDYMAN SERVICE – Electri-
cal, plumbing, pressure cleaning, painting, 
carpentry, yardwork. References. Call Al 
Edgar at cell: 332-7271 or 369-6245.(st. 
9/4) 

THOROUGH CLEAN – General, 
spring, construction References available 
706-982-1504. (st. 8/7) 

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for premium 
low mileage automobiles 828-347-6600. 
(st. 6/5) 

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumb-
ing and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (10/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE: 
Let Charlie Dasher handle your transpor-
tation whether it’s to the airport, a special 
event, or just around town. Van service for 
weddings. Licensed and insured. 526-8645. 
(st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAP-
ING SERVICES:Complete Landscap-
ing Company, Design, Installation and 
Maintenance. Also featuring Plants, Trees, 
Hardscapes, Water Features, Rockwork, 
Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control and RR-
Tie work. Serving the Highlands/Cashiers 
area since 1988. 828-526-2251.

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

HIGHLANDS. Retail, On-line Sales and 
Multi-media Marketing positions available. 
Come grow with us. - full or part-time. 
828-526-2262 or resume store@TJB-
mens.com (st. 2/13) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT

HOUSE ON LAKE SEQUY-
OYAH with annual or longer lease. 
3BD/2BA with wood floors in the great 
room and stone fireplace, lovely cov-
ered porch and extra family room on 
lower level. $1,200 per month. Contact 
Lynn Kimball at Meadows Mountain Re-
alty. 828-421-8193. (st. 9/11)

APT. FOR YEAR ROUND 
RENT – 1Br/1Ba. Furnished. W/D avail-
able Satellite and wi-fi. 11/2 mi. from 
downtown. Available starting Oct. 1. 
$500. + 1/2 utilities and $200. cleaning 
deposit. Leave message 828-526-4598. 
(st. 9/11)

IN TOWN LIVING! Spacious 
Second level apartment with deck. Two 
Bedrooms, wood floors, fireplace and 
W/D. Call 828-421-4681 (st. 7/31)

SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM 
HOUSE for rent on private corner of 
farm. Potter’s kiln & studio. 7 miles south 
of Highlands. Hwy 28. $850/mth plus 
utilities (706) 490-7036. (st. 8/21)

LONG-TERM RENTAL – Fur-
nished 2BD/2BA. Walk-to-Town location. 
WiFi, Cable. $1,200 including utilities. Call 
828-421-1779. (st. 6/12)

WANTED

NICE 3 BEDROOM, pet-friendly 
rental propery. Call 828-200-5788. 

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

BUILDING FOR SALE. 170 ft. 
hwy frontage. Street level. 3 offices, rec 
room, kit & bath. Large parking area. 
Lower level, 2BR/2BA apt. Separate entry. 
offered by TLC Assoc. 828-371-2485 ask-
ing $415,000. (st. 6/12)

GREAT LOCATION ON CAR-
OLINA WAY between 64E and 5th St 
across from Bank of America. ±1480 sqft. 
Office or retail. $1500/month. Call Tom 
Clark(404)210-7979 or (828)526-4646. 
(st. 9/19/13)

VACATION RENTAL

SPACIOUS, CLEAN 2/2 COT-
TAGE IN SKY VALLEY. $540 weekly. 
$1900 monthly. Furnished, utilities in-
cluded, carport/ extra parking. Call: 706-

through the original when I was seven. 
These are minor details you need to over-
look. 

And finally, if  you believe everything 
you’ve read in this column, do not….I 
repeat…..do not buy my mystery/thriller 
Deceived and download it on your e-read-
er. 

...THE FREDSTER 
from page 7

 

...AID continued from 
page 19
planning board voted against expansion, it 
did suggest grants be investigated to fund 
expansion and upgrades. 

“Both municipalities presented needs 
that were primarily maintenance/repair 
issues associated with infiltration or up-
grades to lines in the water system,” said 
Mason. “After much discussion, the board 
determined Macon County should help 
each water system get grants to expand or 
maintain the existing municipal systems. 
The Planning Board realizes the impor-
tance of  providing water and sewer to 
our residents, however investing county 
tax dollars into infrastructure operated by 
another entity would set a precedence for 
Macon County.”

Highlands Mayor Patrick Taylor said 
he’s disappointed in the Macon County 
Planning Board recommendation con-
cerning water and sewer, 

“However,I understand the county’s 
reluctance, since counties normally do no 
support water and sewer infrastructure. 
On the other hand, I would point out 
that Highlands and Franklin are strong 
centers of  economic development. Wa-
ter and sewer infrastructure is critical to 
economic growth and development that 
benefits the entire county. The taxpayers 
of  Highlands, who are also taxpayers in 
the county, will continue to support and 
maintain its system. I look forward to mu-
nicipalities partnering with the county in 
other areas in order to promote economic 
development and enhance services for all 
our citizens.”
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

15

19

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James.
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

21

Cosper Flowers

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

NC License # 10978

“At our New Location”
95 Highlands Plaza

between Bryson’s and
the Dry Cleaners

Tu-Fri 11-5, Sat 10-1
828-526-8671

22

High End 
Grooming

Traditional Barbering  
for Men and Women
Straight Razor Cuts

Church Street Hair
 shop (828) 482-9374 
or cell (772) 532-0706

210 S. 3rd St. 
(Behind the Methodist Church)

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 20th Season!

Open 7 nights a week
Bistro Service Starts at 4p

Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

FLAT MTN ESTATES
3BR/4.5BA Mtn home with 

wood walls & ceilins in 
Great Room, Lower Family 
Room, Upper Loft & 2BR. 
Open & Covered Decks. 

Turnkey. Furnished.
$489,000

MLS# 79177

PERFECT CONDO!
Like new 2BR/2BA condo 
with new kitchen, floors, 

baths, antique beams in LR. 
Huge 180 degree Mtn Views 

& furnished!
ONLY $275,000

MLS# 80358



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
NEW LOCATION in Town Square.

343-D
Main Street.

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

jajosborn@gmail.com • pat. f. allen @ gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for Dinner 
at 5:30p.

Bar opens at 4p.
Sunday Brunch  

11a to 2p

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
Daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

40

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

Leslie Cook,
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn, 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us
for our 30th year.

Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.
Every Evening


