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September

Discounts

Green energy policies on PB front burner

Candidates Jim Davis & Jane Hipps debate

Core 
Curriculum 
nixed: what 
it means for 
MC Schools

HS Varsity Volleyball wins 1st Conference game

#1 McKayla Hensley, #4 Desiray Schmitt, #3 April Moss, #8 Sierra Nylund, #9 Courtney Henry, #11 McKinley 
Moseley, #12 Maddie Lloyd,  #13 Kassie Vinson, #14 Megan Vinson, #22 Whitney Billingsley. On Friday, Sept. 9, 
the HS Varsity Girls Volleyball team played Blue Ridge at Highlands and won a close 5-game match – the first 
varsity conference game win of the season. Highlands won three of the five games.      Photo by Kim Lewicki

By Brittany Raby
During Macon County’s 

League of  Women voters Sep-

tember forum, candidates for 
North Carolina’s 50th senate seat, 
Senator Jim Davis and challenger 

Jane Hipps spoke to a standing-
room only crowd in Tartan Hall 

Thurs., Sept. 18
• Taize on the Mountain, 6p.m. 

at the K-H Park on Pine Street. 
Bring a lawn chair or blanket. (no 
alcohol or pets.) All are welcome.

• Dazzling Dahlias Festival 
Patron Party at the HCC Hudson 
House. $100 per person. Call Judy 
Taylor at 828-526-8388.

Fri.-Thurs, Sept. 19-25
• The movie at Highlands Play-

house: “Boyhood.” Showtimes are 
Fri-Mon & Thursday, 2, 5, and 8p. 

Fri., Sept. 19
• At PAC, the Live in HD Se-

ries National Theatre’s production 
of Medea. Call 526.9047.

• Live music in Town Square 
6-8p. Southern Highlands.

Sat., Sept. 20
• Dahlia Festival at the Rec 

Park 1-5p. Tickets are $5 and flow-
ers are available for purchase. 

• Live music at Pine Street 
Park 6-8p. Fox Fire Boys.

• The Highlands Plateau Gre-
enway work day at 9 a.m. on the 
Bascom Trail. Call 828-526-5622. 

Sun., Sept. 21
• First Baptist Church, High-

lands, annual Homecoming. Cov-
ered dish lunch after morning wor-
ship on the church lawn. 

Monday, Sept. 22 
• Highlands Plateau Audubon 

Annual Meeting 7pm at Rec Park. 
Tues., Sept. 23
• Leadership Highlands Alum-

ni and New Member mingle from 
5:30-7:30p at The Bascom. RSVP,  at 
Julie.hitrust@earthlink.net 

• OEI Drop-In at Hutchinson 
House from 1-4p on Main Street. 
For information call 828-787-2625.

Wed., Sept. 24
• Highlands Democratic kick-

off meeting/party in the Hudson Li-
brary Meeting Room from 6-8pm. 
Park and enter from back.

For several months, the Plan-
ning Board has been updating the 
town’s comprehensive plan – a 
plan focused on the future – that 
deals with every aspect of  life in 
Highlands.

At the August meeting, 

board members were tasked with 
discussing utilities – water, sewer, 
electricity – and other infrastruc-
ture needs.

Almost immediately mem-
bers cited the need for the town to 
be more agreeable to green energy 

options and to make it easier for 
citizens to pursue that path rather 
than erecting financial roadblocks.

“Right now if  you generate 
$4 of  electricity in an alternative 
way, the town charges you an ex-

Governor Pat McCrory put 
the brakes on the state imple-
menting the Common Core 
(CC), a national education stan-
dards program, and established a 
committee to review it to see if  
any of  it is worth saving.

State educators and gover-
nors in 48 states developed the 
CC – a set of  college and career-
ready standards for K-12 grade in 
English/Language Arts/Literacy 
and math – the idea being that 
the whole country would be on 
the same page.

NC adopted the CC stan-
dards in 2010 as its standard 
course of  study and began imple-
menting it statewide in all public 
schools in the 2012-13 school 
year.

“The legislation doesn’t 
change any of  NC’s education 
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Last month the Highlands 
Town Board meeting was 
a marathon session. To-

night’s meeting should not be as 
long.

The Town Board will re-
view and award bids for the new 
Lake Sequoyah water intake and 
dam repair projects. I was pres-
ent at the opening of  the bids 
two weeks ago and was glad to 
see bids within the construction costs al-
located for the projects. The bid for the 
3rd Street wall will also be awarded.

Lester Norris, our Parks and Recre-
ation Director, will give an update on three 
projects, the new gym floor, the covered 
pool, and the renovation of  the ballpark. 
Project schedules will also be covered.

Matt Shuler, our IT department head, 
will present a new electronic bill program. 
This billing program will allow customers 
to receive monthly Internet statements 
avoiding delays through regular mail.

The contract agreement for the fire 
department substation will be presented 
for final approval. Attorneys for the do-
nating group and the town have resolved 
outstanding contract issues. 

The town attorney has been in dis-
cussions with Verizon Wireless concern-
ing the contract for the extension to the 
cell tower. At the time of  this writing it 
is uncertain whether the contract will be 
ready for review.

A decision on the purchase of  new 
town Christmas decorations will be made. 
A committee has developed several op-
tions. In order to have new decorations 
for Christmas, a decision will have to be 
made this month.

Finally, part if  the meeting will be a 
closed session. Under NC statues an elect-
ed body can hold closed sessions in regard 
to personnel issues and legal matters of  
attorney client privilege. The Town Board 
follows the law in these situations and al-
ways minimizes the use of  the closed ses-
sion provision.

Another item I want to address con-
cerns public participation at Town Board 
meetings. These monthly meetings are 
not community forums, but are for the 
Town Board to conduct town business. 
By law each meeting begins with a pub-
lic comment period. Anyone can make a 

comment by simply stating their 
name for the record and hold-
ing their comments to five min-
utes or less. If  someone wants 
to make a statement during the 
discussion of  a particular agenda 
item, a request can be made to 
me before the meeting. If  during 
the review of  an issue someone 
has a question, they can raise 
their hand, and I may recognize 

them at an appropriate time. Given these 
are business meetings, repeated interrup-
tions are considered to be out of  order. If  a 
person continues to interrupt the proceed-
ings the mayor as the presiding officer, can 
ask the person to leave the town property. 
Failure to do so would be considered a 
trespass violation. I do not anticipate and 
would regret having to take such an unfor-
tunate, but legal action. The goal is to con-
duct town business open to public input, 
but done in an orderly manner.

Hope to see you tonight at 7 at the 
Community Building next to the ball field.

Dear Editor,
It seems as of  late, we have been 

hearing of  many dire consequences of  low 
state spending for education in NC.

Here are some facts you might want 
to check out.

According to the North Carolina 
Department of  Public Instruction, 3,198  
public state-funded education jobs have 
been added this year. Since the Republi-
cans have held the majority, 7,811 total 
teaching jobs have been added! 

Also, some TV ads are saying educa-
tion funding is being severely cut by half  a 

Dear Editor,
I read with interest the article re: frack-

ing in the Sept 11 edition.
Following are some things to think 

about:
First, if  you are anti-fracking and drive 

a car, you are a hypocrite. Cars generate a 
lot more pollution that fracking ever will so 
why are you not focusing on the big prob-
lem? Don’t bother telling me that you really 
need your car to get around. I was born in 
Holland where a vast majority of  the popu-
lation gets around on bicycles. You could 
do the same. If  all anti-fracking people 
would stop driving we would probably not 
be talking about fracking.

Second, if  you are anti-fracking and 
consume farm produce, you are a hypocrite. 
Farming is a humongous polluter. First of  
all farming has resulted in the deforestation 
of  millions of  acres. Even today in Brazil, 
each year over a million acres of  rainfor-
est is destroyed to grow corn for ethanol. 
Does anyone really think that is good for 
the environment? 

Further, with fracking, if  something 

goes wrong there is a POSSIBILITY that 
ground water MAY be contaminated while 
the malfunction continues. With farm-
ing, even when nothing goes wrong we 
KNOW that each year millions of  tons 
of  fertilizer/pesticides/herbicides will 
be spread all over and we KNOW that 
the runoff  pollutes our groundwater, our 
streams and our lakes. The runoff  defi-
nitely contaminated my well. 

Third, if  you are anti-fracking you 
are indirectly supporting jihadist terror-
ists. Y’all know that every bit of  oil that 
does not come out of  the ground in the 
US or is not bought from friendly Canada 
because there is no Keystone pipeline, is 
bought from Arab regimes that provide 
financing for terrorists.

Each year we send about $500 mil-
lion to those Arab regimes for their oil. A 
big chunk of  that goes to ISIS and other 
Islamic terrorists. So, if  you do not sup-
port total energy independence for the 
USA you are supporting terrorists plain 
and simple.

So next time you open your mouth 
to take a big bite from a delicious cheese-
burger, open your mind also and think 
about these points. Then remind yourself  
that the hamburger and cheese you are 
about to eat comes from millions of  meth-
ane belching cows.

Enjoy that cheeseburger!
Alfons Van Wijk, Ph.D.

Highlands

Anti-frackers are hypocritesAbout the Town Board meeting and protocol

Education spending 
in NC has increased 

not decreased
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Highlands Aerial Park 
says 

THANK YOU! 
with September 

Discounts for 
LOCALS

Sundays - Thursdays 
The World Class Tour 

was $89 NOW $44. 
The Mountain Tour was 

$49 NOW $39. 
Call 828-526-8773 for 
required reservation.

...LETTERS continued from page 2

Dear Editor:
     A recent article in a national newspaper 
indicates a study by two Harvard professors 
has noted that U.S. Businesses are thriving 
and are in a very competitive position world 
wide while the workers are in a diminished 
and declining position.
     Businesses are doing very well indeed 
(particularly those in exporting) by 
reclocating their production all over the 
world. They can leave home and still sell at 
home with no restrictions.

billion dollars. Nope, wrong again.
Education program spending will ac-

tually increase by $400 million next year, 
and total spending on public schools, com-
munity colleges and universities amounts 
to $11.5 billion (more than half  of  the en-
tire state budget). Of  that, $7.9 billion will 
go to K-12 education. Last year, we spent 
$7.7 billion on K-12, up 2.1% from 2 years 
ago and nearly $7.3 billion spent, so you 
can see it is increasing.

In Macon County, In 2013, state ini-
tial allotment was $23,736,118. Federal 
dollars reduced from 2010-2013, but the 
state and local county rearranged spending 
and funding to meet the need for teachers 
and students in those years. 

We have been in a recession, and 
money has been tight!

This year, 2014-15, state initial allot-
ment is $24,608,382, and over 8 billion will 
be spent on K-12 education statewide. As 
you can see, education spending is increas-
ing in NC.

For more facts on education spend-
ing, visit North Carolina General Assem-
bly Fiscal Research Division.

Sonja Thompson
Franklin

Free trade has led to  
‘free’ handouts

Miles Gilbert Thompson, Jr., 92, of  Highlands died Monday, September 15, 2014.  
Born in Washington Co., PA, he was the son of  the late Miles Gilbert and Leah Schekler 
Thompson.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Dixie Rafter Thompson.  He was 
a veteran of  the United States Army serving during WWII.  Mr. Thompson owned 
Thompson Buick; was a Rotarian, Mason and Shriner; a former County Commissioner 
and Boy Scout Leader. In addition, he was former chairman of  Sacred Heart Hospital 
Lay Advisory Board, and was a member of  First Presbyterian Church of  Cumberland, 
MD where he was a deacon.

He is survived by  a daughter, Dinah Searles of  Cumberland, MD; two sons, Jeff  
Thompson and wife Janet of  Highlands, NC and Douglas Thompson and wife Juliett of  
Denver, CO; a brother, Dick Thompson of  Redman, WA; seven grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. A memorial service will be scheduled at a later date.Bryant-Grant 
Funeral Home is in charge of  arrangements.  Online condolences may be made at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Miles Gilbert Thompson, Jr.

     Those same government policies have 
put many millions of  American workers in 
a position of  taking jobs below their ability 
and skill level in order to make a living. Those 
workers watched as hundreds of  thousands 
of  factories have closed and moved offshore, 
leaving many of  them scrambling for 
the crumbs that are left. That process is 
continuing today.
     While it is the rage now to bemoan the 

• See LETTERS page 7



Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • 526-5660

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020
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• Highlands Dining •

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.25

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open 7 days a week
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Call for weekly specials!

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

Authentic Asian Cuisine
Open 7 days a week • 11a to 9p

137 Main Street (Wright Sq.) • 828-526-8800

Daily LUNCH Special 11a to 2:30p
$9.95 (includes ice tea)

Includes: 6 pcs. California Roll; 2 pcs Gyoza and White Rice
Choice of General Tso’s or Sesame Style

Chicken, Vegetable, Tofu, Pork, Steak, Shrimp or Tempura

BENTO BOX

of  the First Presbyterian Church in Franklin. Questions 
ranged from fracking, to public education to Medicaid re-
form and more.

Hipps, a seasoned educator from Haywood County, 
touted her experience in public education as being moti-
vation behind seeking office. Hipps resides in Waynesville 
and has served the majority of  her professional career in 
public education. Having worked as a counselor, school 
psychologist, lead teacher and as western North Carolina’s 
regional science expert, Hipps has made public education 
a focus in her campaign. 

Citing the state’s recent raise for public educators, 
Hipps expressed her disappointment in directing funds 
toward beginning teachers where some saw as much of  
an 18 percent raise, while veteran teachers saw little to no 
raise. 

“It is good that the beginning teachers got a pay 

raise,” said Hipps. “And our senator talked about it being 
hard to get new teachers, but you know what, we are having 
trouble keeping the teachers that have been here for a long 
time. They are leaving in droves. They can get more money 
if  they go to Georgia, or Virginia or South Carolina. We are 
not giving the teachers the respect they deserve.”

Davis defended the actions of  his fellow law makers 
saying the state’s funds would be best spent on attracting 
new educators. 

“The largest raises go to the beginning teachers be-
cause that is where we are having the most problems, at-
tracting quality teachers,” said Davis. “Some of  the teachers 
who have been teaching for let’s say, 30 years, saw maybe a 
half  a percent raise and that is all. But they are at the pin-
nacle, at the end of  their career and we felt we had limited 
resources and were going to dedicate it to those beginning 

...DEBATE continued from page 1

• See DEBATE page 9
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar

NEW LOCATION in Town Square at 343-D Main St.

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner Daily
beginning at 5:30p

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
Open 

Daily for 
Dinner at 

5:30p 
Sunday 
Brunch
11a to 2p

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Call or check our website 
for hours

info@mainstreet-inn.com
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Norma Jean on the guitar in the garden 
Sat. & Sun.

Now open for dinner from 5-11p 
at its new location on Main Street!

For reservations call: 526-4429

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

Now Open 
7 days a week

• Highlands Dining •

Open for Dinner
5 to 9p Daily

Closed Tuesdays

490 Carolina Way

828-526-1019

Open
Mon.-Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
We Cater!

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine
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...GREEN continued from page 1
tra $8.25 to read an additional meter, so you’ve actually lost 
$4 and all you get out of  it is that ‘you feel good’ going 
green,” said Chairman Thomas Craig.

Currently, the town requires an extra meter to monitor 
the generation of  alternative energy versus a Net Metering 
system.

Net metering is a service to an electric consumer 
where electric energy generated alternatively may be used 
to offset electric energy provided by the electric utility. It’s 
actually a policy designed to foster private investment in re-
newable energy. In the United States, as part of  the Energy 
Policy Act of  2005, all public electric utilities are required 
to make available upon request net metering to their cus-
tomers, but so far that is not the case in Highlands.

According to the town’s consultant, Highlands isn’t re-
quired to net meter since it doesn’t generate its own power 
but purchases it from Duke which generates it and sells it 
to the town.

By now every citizen knows that the town buys elec-
tricity at a wholesale rate from Duke Energy and then re-
sells it. The return on the investment is crucial to the town’s 
overall financial health. The electrical enterprise fund en-
ables the town to fund capital projects and purchase equip-
ment critical to the day-to-day operation of  the public 
works departments.

But with the town’s utility rates set to increase 3% each 
year for the next five years, green energy options are be-
coming a thing of  the present rather than just the future.

To that end, members of  the board said the town 
should adopt policies that allow and encourage alternative 
energy options rather than discouraging them, as well as 
addressing the payback issue.

Duke Power has incentives in place where it buys back 

the unused energy produced by citizens off  the grid at the 
rate it originally charges; the town doesn’t. The town pays 
back at Duke’s wholesale rate and charges an extra fee to 
read the extra meter.

Current town policies make green energy viable in 
Highlands if  a home is completely energy self-sufficient 
and completely off  the grid. Being partially on the grid – 
that is partially using Highlands’ power – makes alternative 
energy fiscally detrimental.

“This is only feasible if  the town changes its policies 
to allow for net metering” said Steve Abranyi. “We could 
suggest the town put policies in place that would actually 
encourage people to pursue alternative energy solutions.”

Craig said the biggest return for citizens would be 
pre-heating hot water with solar panels. 

“Our water is so cold, it takes a lot of  energy to get 
it up to where we all want it to be. If  you have an electric 
water heater and you put in a solar panel it will take less 
to heat your water. It won’t cost the town anything except 
that you won’t be using as much electricity. The question 
is how many people would actually do this and how much 
would it affect the town?”

Tony Potts said wind technology is changing so its an 
option, too.

“We have wind when we don’t have sun. There are 
new turbines that you put on your roof  so it wouldn’t 
mean taking trees down for a wind tower … they look like 
a little cupola. These could be used in consort with solar 
panels.” he said.

Board members also wondered if  alternative energy 
solutions reduced the amount of  power the town had to 
buy from Duke … would that be an incentive to subsidize 
solutions for citizens and encourage green energy?

The next Planning Board meeting is Monday, Sept. 22 
at the Community Building.         – Kim Lewicki
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Greek Pizza, Philly Steak, Taco Pizza, 
White, Meat Lovers, Fajita, Vegetarian, 

Veggie Medley, Chicken Alfredo, 
Chicken & Pear White Pizza, BBQ, 

Margarita, Hawaiian BBQ, Mamma Mia 
Cranberry, Sicilian, Buffalo Chicken and 

Jalapeno Popper Pizza.

Specialty Pizzas

A Variety of Salads

House Specialties
Calzone & Lasagna

Pizza
6” 10” 16” 20”

Hand-tossed, Pan, Thin,  
Gluten-free and  

Whole Wheat Crust

Oven-Roasted
Sandwiches

Grinder, Meatball Sub, Pizza Sub, 
Italian Steak, Italian Sausage, 

Cold Italian, Veggie, French Dip,
Plowboy, Flatbread Veggie, Gyro, 
Muffaletta, Turkey Bacon Ranch, 

BBQ Steak and BBQ, Cheddar Sub 
& more!

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.• 365 Main Street, 828-526-5660

Appetizers
Breadsticks, Garlic Bread, Pizza 
Sticks, Mozzarella Sticks, Wings

Domestic & Imported Beers, too

Fred Wooldridge

•the FreDster•
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...LETTERS continued 
from page 3

...TELL TALES
continued from page 8

When you finish reading 
this column, you’ll 
probably look up 

from your paper and think, 
“He couldn’t make this stuff  
up….could he?” Well, I’ll let 
you decide.

One afternoon I walked 
into the narcot ics  off ice 
where I worked and found my 
undercover partner sitting at a 
typewriter. (Yes, we used typewriters!) He 
was banging out a requisition order for the 
replacement of  the toilet in our office. He 
was asking for the latest state-of-the-art 
wide bowl model which held one more 
gallon of  water than traditional bowls.

Leaning over, I watched him fill out 
the “Reason for Replacement” box at 
the bottom of  the form. He wrote, “The 
bowl of  our current commode is not 
large enough to properly accommodate 
the heads of  our average scumbag dope 
peddlers. The new bowl will allow us to 
completely submerge their heads, giving 
us greater access to intelligence and 
confessions.”

I burst out laughing. He ripped the 
form from the typewriter and posted it on 
the office bulletin board so everyone could 
have a laugh. It stayed there for about a 
week before someone removed it.

About two weeks later, two guys 
showed up from city maintenance 
delivering our new wide bowl toilet. Don’t 
ask ’cause I don’t know!

Moving on, in 1968 the Republican 
National Party held its convention in Miami 
Beach. We had a guy from our office join the 
SDS (Students for Democratic Society) and 
sleep in a pup tent in Flamingo Park with 
the other scumbag dope smoking hippy 
dirt bags. By mid-week, they had promoted 
our guy to supervisor and he became part 
of  their strategy meetings. They planned 
to storm and tear down the 17th. St. south 
gate of  the Convention Center the night 
Nixon would be nominated. We were ready 
with twenty German shepherd police dogs 
with their handlers at the fence line with 
several platoons of  SWAT cops behind 
them. Our guy was right in the middle of  
the SDS mob. It doesn’t get more fun than 
this. And I was paid for this?

And here’s the best part. The fence 
gave way to the rushing mob and collapsed. 
The mob was stunned as they were now 
face to face with growling, snarling police 
dogs with no barrier between them. 
Everyone froze except our undercover 

Ya just know it’s true
cop who went to the front of  
the mob and encouraged them 
to charge, claiming the dogs 
would never bite them. Watching 
him plead with the mob to rush 
the police dogs was one of  the 
funniest things I witnessed during 
the convention. Of  course, 
our man failed and everyone 
eventually returned to the park 
to get stoned and have sex with 

multiple partners.
Three months later,  th is  same 

undercover cop heard a knock at his door 
at home and it was an FBI agent asking for 
the officer by his fictitious name. When 
the agent saw our officer’s badge and ID, 
he shook his head in disbelief, turned and 
headed for his car. I guess he couldn’t get 
over all the pimples on the officer’s face. 
And, yes, it’s all true.

plight of  the “poor and downtrodden” 
we have been engaged for decades in 
sending their work to many lucky countries 
around the world. Those of  us who are 
conservatives grumble continuously about 
those who are able to work but will not 
work. Can anyone imagine the disaster that 
would ensue if  we were to suddenly stop 
the government largess and tell those who 
could work to get off  their haunches and 
go to work? There would be millions more 
unemployed walking the streets looking for 
work that doesn’t exist and trying to figure 
out whom to blame for their plight,
     The media, and particularly academia, 
have long censored any thought that “free 
trade,” as we practice it, is a disaster. It is far 
past time for us to start thinking and pull our 
heads out of  the free trade sands.

Bart McPherson
Glenville, NC

Got to go but thanks again, Elmer, un-
til next time.

“Good to talk to you again, sonny.”
Some truly believe Bob is from anoth-

er planet and he doesn’t bother to deny it.
Others aren’t so sure because he isn’t 

green with bug eyes everyone knows what 
a space alien looks like. 
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Bob Wilson

Shiraz has built its reputation for the last 29 years on high  
quality merchandise and service that is second to none.

Main St, Oak Square, Highlands  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 • Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

(828) 526-5759
www.shirazruggalleries.com

• Expert  
Hand-Cleaning 
• Restoration & 

Appraisals
• We purchase 

old rugs

Florida Showrooms: Naples, Orlando, Sarasota & Tampa

September SALE
40%-65% reg. item 

25% off hand cleaning 
& repairs

•teLL taLes•
Interview part 2 of Elmer Schmidlap

“Nice seeing you again, Dr. 
Schmidlap. 

(World’s greatest philoso-
pher since Plato.)

“Remember from the last 
interview, I said just call me El-
mer.”

Uh, yes sir, I forgot.
“You like cigars, sonny?”
At 80 years old, if  he thinks 

I’m a young man he must be 
over 100 but replied that, yes, I 
do like a good cigar.

“Try one of  these.”
I bit the tip off  and lit up and wow!, it 

was a great cigar.
Where’d you get these, I asked?
“From the Dominican Republic. Fla-

vored with Cognac.”
Golly, gee, you must have paid at least 

$20 for this one. I’ve never been able to af-
ford an expensive cigar. I used to smoke 
some Rum and Honey cigars made in 
Georgia but they got to be over a dollar a 
piece so I quit.

“Promise me you won’t poo poo in 
your pants when I tell you the price of  
these cigars.”

I promise, I said casually.
“Try $600 per cigar.”
Having just taken a good puff, I gagged 

and almost fell out of  my chair. You’ve got 
to be kidding, I squeaked. 

“Well, hell, sonny, if  Bill Clinton can 
smoke them so can I. These are his favor-
ite cigars. A box of  them goes for up to 
$25,000.”

But, wait a minute. Isn’t that the same 
Clinton family who said they were broke 
when he left office as president?

“Yeah, yeah, they were truly broke and 
they only had $12 million in the bank at the 
time.”

By that standard I’m as broke as Char-
ley Chaplin’s Tramp.

“Sonny, have you been on a trip to 
Mars or sum’pin? He makes his money on 
public speaking, sometimes paid as much as 
a half  million simolians, per speech.

While Hillary was Secretary of  State, 
he is reported to have made $48 million.”

You reckon if  my wife gets famous 
I can make money at public speaking, I 
asked?

“Sure, sonny, it’s easy. But, you’d have 
to become president and then get your wife 
famous for it to work. 

Besides, there’s another gimmick 
you might try. I have often threatened to 

speak at many public events, 
theatres and even in carnival 
side-shows. They actually pay 
me good money to not speak. 
That’s how I can afford those 
expensive cigars, sonny.”

You mean I might get 
rich being paid to not make a 
speech?

“Exactly. As you know, 
I’m recognized as the greatest 
philosopher since the time of  
Plato.”

Yeah, I know that.
“Well, as you also know, all my phi-

losophy is based on logic and reason.”
So?
“Sonny, politics is only about two 

things; deception and perception. That’s 
all. No one wants to hear someone talk 
about logic or silly things like that. Logic 
strains the brains of  our intellectual elite 
and their neurons misfire leading to a total 
brain fart.”

At this point I recalled the words of  a 
local columnist who said rich folks didn’t 
provide jobs for folks. He thinks they just 
put their money under their mattress and 
don’t invest it where it might help a com-
pany grow and hire more people. Don’t 
build a new home for the rich because 
they might hire brick masons and plumb-
ers. He believes money we earn should be 
better given to the government to let them 
waste as they see fit. Talk about massive 
brain farts.

So, you’re saying too much logic can 
be dangerous for deep thinkers?

“Actually, it can be fatal to a society. 
No one wants to hear the truth and most 
of  us live in an imaginary world we lived 
in when we were 6-years-old. If  I’m not 
as successful as you are, I’m going to take 
what you have and keep you from being 
successful.”

Yeah, I replied, kinda like I’ll take my 
marbles and leave.

“Exactly, and some of  it is just pure 
mental laziness. Some kids have parents 
too lazy to push their kids to finish school 
and who grow up jealous of  others and 
other folks who just don’t want the re-
sponsibility of  doing well. Some just fig-
ure they’ll muddle though and insist on a 
big government making them comfort-
able. The problem is that ultimately the 
only winners are the political elite who 
always rise above others, and by the way, 
they keep their money.”
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...DEBATE continued from page 4

470 Skyline Lodge Drive • 828-526-2121
Closed Monday & Tuesday

Call about our wedding & event packages

Wednesday
Grilled Chicken Carbanara over 

Linguini
with Salad or Vegetable

Thursday
Black Angus New York Strip
w/Loaded Baked Potato and 

Veg Medley

Sunday Champagne Brunch
noon-2p

All Entrées $20
Includes Salad, Entrée, Dessert and Unlimited Mimosas!

Reservations recommended but not required

Altitudes at Skyline Lodge

Fine Dining with a View!
Full Bar, wine & beer

$20 Nightly Specials!
5:30p until...

Friday
Mussels Fra Diavolo

and Vegetable Medley

Saturday
Maple Pecan Crusted Trout 

with Saffron Rice
and Vegetable Medley

Gun Show
Sept. 27 & 28
Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 9-4

Admission:
 $8 over 12 years covers both days, 

under 12 free

Clayton Civic Center
Clayton, Ga

Buy, Sell, Trade

http://gemcapitolshows.com

Guns, Ammo, Knives, Hunting Supplies, Coins and more

teachers.”
On the topic of  increased class siz-

es and the need for teaching assistants, 
Hipps stated that larger classroom sizes 
hurt the overall education students receive 
in North Carolina. “We can’t give our chil-
dren the attention they need if  classroom 
sizes are increased,” she said. 

In addition to class sizes, Hipps not-
ed that teaching assistants (TA) are need-
ed in not just kindergarten, which is where 
the state’s TA funding has been allocated, 
but instead they are needed and should be 
placed in all classrooms up to third grade. 

Davis, argued that although teaching 
assistants have been reduced, it wasn’t a 
reflection from the state’s budget alloca-
tion. 

“There are no, and I repeat no teach-
er assistants who lost their jobs as a result 
of  a decision in the legislature this year, 
none. We have taken $85 million out of  
the teacher assistants’ allocation and put 
it in the teachers’ allocation. The reason 
why we did that is because the local edu-
cation authority already had the author-
ity and flexibility to take money that was 
given for teacher assistants and give it to 
teachers, and many of  them did, so we 
went ahead and did that.”

Medicaid
Davis, who started his career in poli-

tics on the local level as a commissioner 
in Macon County, stated that continued 
Medicaid reform was a top priority in his 
campaign. 

“Medicaid is a runaway portion of  
our budget,” said Sen. Davis. “Since 2011 
when the Republicans took over the leg-
islature, our expenses for Medicaid have 
increased by over $2 billion, education 
has increased by $1 billion, but Medicaid 

is an entitlement and we can’t change that. 
We need to get a hold on Medicaid or else 
it is going to dominate our budget and we 
are going to have to reduce the amount we 
spend on other things, like education.”

Explaining that one reason she de-
cided to run for office was to represent 
the middle class and fight for their needs, 
Hipps noted that the state’s decision not 
to expand Medicaid cost jobs and sent rev-
enue to other states in the country.  “We 
sent our money back to Washington D.C.,” 
said Hipps. “That is $4.9 million that would 
be coming back to this state every day to 
take care of  our poorest people. That is 
23,000-27,000 jobs that would be created 
and would be generating revenue.”

Fracking
With hydraulic fracturing a conten-

tious subject in North Carolina since the 
state voted to lift the moratorium, both 
candidates reaffirmed their stance on the 
practice of  natural gas exploration. 

Senator Davis, who co-sponsored the 
state’s fracking legislature, informed vot-
ers that despite the opposition not just in 
Western North Carolina, but throughout 
the state, he is “proud of  his decision” to 
sponsor the bill and lead the initiative to 
move North Carolina toward energy inde-
pendence.

Hipps questioned the validity and lack 
of  testing of  the practice and said there are 
too many questions unanswered and too 
many things not decided even though the 
state is ready to move forward with explo-
ration as early as next year.  

Hipps and Davis will square off  again 
in a WCU debate before the November 
general election.

standards, said McCrory, “but it does ini-
tiate a much needed comprehensive and 
thorough review of  the standards.”

Educators have complained about 
the CC from the start, saying the program 
asks too much of  students, teachers and 
administrators but some worry that the 
review committee will recommend doing 
away with the CC, leaving NC to draw up 
new education standards.

MC Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Chris Baldwin said though implementa-
tion of  the CC wasn’t required until 2012-
’13, MC Schools began implementing it 
in 2011-’12 with full implementation in 
2012-’13 and doesn’t plan on changing 
course.

“We will be using the new NC Stan-
dard Course of  Study until it is revised. 

The revision of  the NC standards will not 
take place this year; they are expected to be 
revised and in place for the 2015-16 school 
year,” he said.

He said the revision means that the 
academic standards that MC teachers use as 
an instruction guide will change next year. 

“I do not expect a complete overhaul 
of  the NC curriculum since the Common 
Core only involves the reading and math 
standards,” he said. “We will still be teach-
ing the NC Standard Course of  Study along 
with any revisions. Teachers will still be 
given the flexibility to teach the standards 
using their own professional knowledge 
and judgment with the expectation that our 
students master those standards, whatever 
they are.”

...CORE continued from page 1
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•highLanDs area events •
Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church 

hosts a non-denominational Men’s 
Meeting the first Monday night of 
each month at 7 pm and all men 
are invited to attend. 

Tuesdays
• Free Community Table Din-

ner at the Community Bldg. at 6p.
Tues. & Thurs.
• Aerobics at the Rec Park 

with Tina Rogers 5:15. $5.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9a.
Tues., Wed., Fri
• Zumba at the Rec Park at 

9:05a. $5
Mon.-Sat.
• Nantahala Tennis Club meets 

9a a-12 noon, at Highlands Civic 
Center,  tennis courts. $2 per per-
son, and all visitors are welcome! 

Wednesdays
• First Baptist Church is 

happy to present a new season of 
X-treme Games at the Highlands 
Rec. Park. The games will be held 
Wednesday nights from 6 to 7:15 
pm, starting September 10th. For 
more information or to pre-regis-
ter your k - 6th grade child, please 
call 526-4153. 

1st Wednesdays

• Family Movies at the Hudson 
Library at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-
3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at 

Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

1st & 3rd Thursdays
• Free local ongoing support 

group for caregivers. Are you in-
volved with the care of a loved 
one who is physically or mentally 
facing challenges? Sponsored by 
The Counseling and Psychotherapy 
Center of Highlands and the High-
lands United Methodist Church, this 
group meets at 4PM at Room 203 at 
the Peggy Crosby Center. Facilitated 
by Bonnie Gramlich, a licensed pro-
fessional. Drop in or call for further 
info, 828.342.0546. 

Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Carol at 

Hudson Library 10:40am. Open to 
the public. 

• Highlands Writer’s Group 
meets every Thursday from 1-3:30 
pm at Hudson Library. Writers of all 
genres welcome. For info call 526-
8009 or 526-2295.

• Weight Watchers support 
group meets every Thursday at 6pm 
at the Cashiers Community Center. 
Questions? Call Lisa 828-506-3555 
Last Fri. of each month.

• Free wine tastings from 5-7p 
at MountainTop Wine Shoppe.

• NAMI (National Alliance on 
Mental Illness)offers a peer support 
group for individuals that are deal-
ing with depression, anxiety, PTSD, 
bipolar, schizophrenia, etc. and the 

family members or friends of loved 
ones dealing with these challenges. 
Join us in a safe, confidential envi-
ronment to share concerns and gain 
insight. Join us for our Weekly Sup-
port Group from 7 – 8:15 pm @ 
14 West Palmer Street in Franklin 
NC, email dcwithnami@yahoo.com, 
Donita (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint 

Guild meets at the Highlands Rec 
Park at 10 a.m. Newcomers wel-
comed.

Fri.-Sun.
• Hal Phillips on the piano at 

Skyline Lodge during dinner and 
Sunday brunch.

Fri. & Sat.
• The Historical Society Mu-

seum is open.
Saturdays
• The Farmers Market, 9a-1p in 

K-H Park. Organic vegetables, eggs, 
honey, cheeses. home-made food 
and hand-made items. For informa-
tion call 482-0555 Maxine Davidoff.

• Cashiers Local Farmers tail-
gate market through October at the 
Anglican Church Parking Lot Hwy 
64 E next to Macon Bank. 

• Free wine tastings at Moun-
tainTop Wine Shoppe from 1-3p.

Sundays 
• At Highlands Inn, Sequoyah 

Room at 4:30 pm. Multi-denomina-
tional, Interactive Bible Study and 
Fellowship. Open to all. 

Thurs., Sept. 18
• Taize on the Mountain, 6p.m. 

at the Kelsey-Hutchinson Park on 
Pine Street. Bring a lawn chair or 

blanket. (Please no alcohol or pets. 
) All are welcome.

• Dazzling Dahlias Festival Pa-
tron Party at the HCC Hudson 
House. Mexican Food, Margaritas 
and Mariachi music. $125 per per-
son. Call Judy Taylor at 828-526-
8388.

Fri.-Thurs, Sept. 19-25
• The movie at Highlands Play-

house: “Boyhood.” Showtimes are 
Fri-Mon & Thursday, 2, 5, and 8p. No 
movies on Tuesday and Wednesdays. 

Fri., Sept. 19
• At PAC, the Live in HD Se-

ries featuring an, National The-
atre’s production of Medea. Call 
828.526.9047 for info and tickets.

• The High Mountain Squares 
will host their “End of Summer 
Dance”, Friday night, September 
19th, at the Macon County Commu-
nity Building, GA Road (441 South), 
Franklin NC from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Ace 
McGee from Anderson, SC will be 
the caller. We dance Western Style 
Square Dancing, main/stream and 
plus levels. Everyone is welcome.For 
information call 828-371-4946, 828-
342-1560, 828-332-0001

Sat., Sept. 20
• The Highlands Historical So-

ciety’s annual Dahlia Festival at the 
Rec Park from 1-5p. Tickets are $5 
and flowers are available for pur-
chase. 

• Join Highlands Plateau Audu-
bon Society’s annual “Charlie Davis 
Memorial” field trip to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway to see migrating 
birds and great views. Bring your 
lunch. Meet in the parking lot behind 

Pickle Ball now an option at the Rec Park

Pickle ball is played on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-11:30a.  Anyone is invited to play or learn 
to play.  Bring your own racquets or use the Rec Park’s racquets. It’s $2 per person. Other than 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, if nothing else is going on in the gym, people can play, as long as they 
set up and take down the nets which takes about five minutes.                         Photo by Kim Lewicki

the Highlands Town Hall near the 
public restrooms at 7 am. Contact 
Brock Hutchins at 828-787-1387. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club 
will take an easy-to-moderate 
3-mile hike with elevation change 
of 900 ft. on HOLLY SPRINGS 
RIDGE. Meet in the old Walmart 
parking lot at 9:30 a.m., drive 3 
miles round trip. Call leader Kathy 
Ratcliff, 349-3380, for reservations. 

• Live music at Pine Street 
Park 6-8p.

• The Highlands Plateau Gre-
enway work day this Saturday, on 
the Bascom Trail. If you are inter-
ested in participating, please email 
Ran Shaffner at highlandsgreen-
way@nctv.com or leave a message 
at 828-526-5622. We’ll meet at the 
large upper parking lot (near the 
pool entrance) behind the Recre-
ation Center at 9 AM for a brief 
orientation session. You will be 
furnished with the necessary tools 
and safety equipment. 

Sun., Sept. 21
• First Baptist Church, High-

lands, will have their annual Home-
coming. There will be a covered 
dish lunch after morning worship 
on the church lawn. The public is 
invited, especially friends and for-
mer church members for a day of 
celebration. 

Monday, Sept. 22 
• Highlands Plateau Audubon 

Society Annual Meeting (7pm), So-
cial (7:15 pm) and Program (7:30 
pm). Heather Starck Hahn, Ex-
ecutive Director, Audubon North 
Carolina will present “Save the 
Songs: Climate Change and Birds” 
at Highlands Civic Center, The pro-
gram is free and open to the public. 
For questions, visit www.highland-
saudubonsociety.org.

Tues., Sept. 23
• Leadership Highlands Alum-

ni and New Member mingle from 
5:30-7:30p at The Bascom. For 
more details and to RSVP, con-
tact Julie Schott at Julie.hitrust@
earthlink.net or Hillary Stiehler at 
histiehler@aol.com. 

• NC HOUSE 119 debate at 
7p at WCU between incumbent 
Joe Sam Queen and challenger 
Mike Clampitt in Rm 204 of the 
Health & Human Services Building

• OEI Drop-In at Hutchinson 
House from 1-4p on Main Street. 
For information call 828-787-2625.

Wed., Sept. 24
• Highlands Democratic kick-

off meeting/party is Wednesday in 
the Hudson Library Meeting Room 
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•highLanDs events•
from 6-8pm. Park and enter in the back. 

Thurs., Sept. 25
• At the Cashiers Village Green, a sculp-

ture of Al Balestiere, visionary behind the 
formation of the Village Green, will be at 5p.

• Commissioenrs’ debate at 7p at SCC 
in the Burrell Center.

Fri., Sept. 26
• At The Bascom, a Bascom benefit, Mo-

Town Dance, 6-10 p.m. Tickets are 2 for $300 
or 4 for $500. Call 526-4949. 

• At Saturday, Sept. 27
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 

moderate-to-strenuous 6.5 miles hike with 
elevation change of 1200 ft. to LITTLE CAT-
ALOOCHEE in the Smokies, a rarely visited 
part of the park with old home sites, barns, 
churches, cemeteries, as well as wildlife. Meet 
at Waynesville Ingles at 9 a.m., drive 50 miles 
round trip. Call leader Keith Patton, 456-
8895, for reservations. 

• CHHS Stop-N-Adopt Event at Hud-
son Library 10am - 2pm in the parking lot. 27 
pets available.

• At PAC the Bluegrass band, Seldom 
Scene. The Scene began as a non-touring 
bluegrass band. PAC Memberships are 
available with five levels of benefits. For 
more information and or tickets call PAC: 
828.526.9047. 

• The Scaly Mountain Women’s Club will 
host a Pancake Breakfast at the Scaly Moun-

Starts Monday, Sept 22tain Community Center at the Corner of NC 
106 and Buck Knob Road from 7:30 A.M. to 
10:30 A.M. on Saturday. Adults $5.50, and Chil-
dren $3.50. Proceeds benefit scholarships for 
area students and human service’s agencies.

Sun., Sept. 28
• Highlands Empty Bowl Pre-Sale before 

and after Sunday morning services in Coleman 
Hall of the Presbyterian Church.

Sat., October 4
• At PAC, Broadway and More with Liz 

Callaway, a Tony Nominee and Emmy Award-
winning actress, singer and recording artist. 
For tickets call PAC: 828.526.9047. 

• At the Nature Center, “Fall Leaf Col-
ors” program 2 – 4 pm. Fun activities about 
how leaves change color, deciduous versus co-
niferous trees, and winter survival strategies 
of each. Afterwards, visitors will be led on a 
walk through the Botanical Garden to identify 
many species of trees by leaf type, shape, and 
color. Fun and educational for the entire fam-
ily; cost is $5 for adults and $2 for children. 
Advanced registration is required; please call 
526-2623 to sign up.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 
moderate 6-mile hike through pleasant for-
est to BEE COVE FALLS in SC, an 80 ft. high 
multi-layered falls. Meet at Cashiers Rec Cen-
ter parking lot at 10 a.m., drive 22 miles round 
trip. Call leaders Mike and Susan Kettles, 743-
1079, for reservations. Visitors welcome.
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 Summer HouSe
PORCH & PATIO FEATURING

Open Mon.-Sat. 9a - 5p
2089 Dillard Road • 828-526-5577

www.summerhousehighlands.com
Email: summerhousehighlands@brmemc.net

(2 miles from Main Street)

533 E. Main Street next to Mountain Fresh Grocery

The 
Blue 

Elephant
Consignment 

Studio

2248 Dillard Road • 526-9948
Open: Tuesday-Saturday 10a to 4p...and by appt.

“Let me help you with your next remodeling project!”

828-342-3500 • kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook • Kevin Pickett LLC

Fall Home Improvement

THe

(StatePoint) Kitchen 
remodeling can significantly 
increase home value. How-
ever this can get extremely 
expensive. But simple kitch-
en fix-ups can add both 
value and comfort to your 
space. 

With this in mind, 
consider sprucing up your 
kitchen without break-
ing the bank. Don’t know 
where to start? Try these 
tips from HomeAdvisor, 
a leading website offering 
resources for home repair 
and improvement projects:

• Fix the countertops: 
Changing the material of  
kitchen countertops is a 
simple way to make an im-
pact in the room. Materials 
such as ceramic, laminate, 
granite and siltstone are all 
great options. Laminate is 
the most cost effective and 
granite is the most popular.

• Refinish the cabi-
nets: Even though cabinet 
replacement can be pricey, 

The Best Bang for Your Buck Kitchen Remodeling Tips

giving your existing cabi-
nets a new look can come 
at an affordable price tag. 
Remove the original finish 
and add a new stain coat. 
Or paint the cabinets a bold 
color. Combine the paint 
with a crackling glaze to 
give the cabinets a weath-
ered appearance.

• Redo lighting: Al-

tering the lighting in your 
kitchen can give it a dif-
ferent look and feel. Track 
lighting is a good aesthetic 
choice with many differ-
ent options. Add a few task 
lamps to improve the func-
tionality of  the work space 
area. Dimmers are easy to 
install and can make the 
atmosphere of  the room 

more versatile. 
• Upgrade appliances: 

Buying even just one or 
two new appliances can 
significantly increase the 
kitchen’s value.  Large ap-
pliances, such as the re-
frigerator, oven and stove, 
should be upgraded first.

• Restyle the floor:   
Laying a new floor doesn’t 
have to be a costly project. 
Materials such as peel-
and-stick vinyl tiles are in-
expensive and can be easy 
to install. Other excellent 
options include linoleum, 
porcelain, cork and stained 
concrete.

You don’t need to 
start from scratch to give 
your kitchen a makeover. 
With small improvements, 
you can get a great return 
on your investment.
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FALL 

S A L E!

Benjamin Moore Paints
Carpets

Wood Flooring
Tile

Wall Coverings
Window Treatments

Custom Closets

330 Dillard Road • Highlands • 828-526-3571
www.highlandsdecorating.com

Highlands 
Consign 

& Design
Shop: 828-526-2801
Cell: 404-550-1565

2220 US 64 east, Highlands
(Just before HFCC)

Fall Home Improvement

(StatePoint) Look-
ing for a home improve-
ment project that is both 
a short- and long-term 
investment? One easy up-
grade that can help you 
save money on your ener-
gy bills today, as well as in-
crease your home’s value 
in the future, is to replace 
your windows.

But how do you know 
it’s time to give your cur-
rent windows the boot? 
An annual performance 
check is good practice, say 
experts.

“Virtually every 
building component in 
a home needs to be re-
placed at some point, and 
windows are no excep-
tion,” says Matt Minerd 
of  Simonton Windows, a 
leading vinyl window and 
patio door manufacturer.

With that in mind, 
Minerd is offering some 
do-it-yourself  tips to dis-
cover how well your cur-
rent windows and patio 
doors are functioning:

• Examine the inside 
of  your windows and pa-
tio doors for hot and cold 
“drafty” spots or areas. 
This indicates air infiltra-
tion, which can lead to 
reduced energy efficiency.

• Check every win-

Is it Time to Replace Your 
Home’s Windows?

dow for adequate weath-
erstripping and caulking 
around the units, which 
help eliminate air infiltra-
tion and ensure a weather 
tight, secure seal.

• Look for “burnt out” 
or faded areas on your fur-
nishings and carpeting. This 
could indicate that harmful, 
damaging UV rays are en-
tering your home through 
windows and glass doors. 
You may want to consider 
more energy efficient op-
tions containing Low E, 
which is a special glass coat-
ing designed to reduce heat 
transfer.

• If  your windows no 
longer open or close eas-
ily, or if  they need to be 
propped open, it could 
mean key components 
within the units are dam-
aged or need adjustment. 
It could also mean the unit 
needs to be replaced en-
tirely.

• If  you have wood 
windows, look carefully at 
the frames for signs of  rot-
ting, warped wood or other 
problems with the frame it-
self. These are an indication 
the window has exceeded 
its lifespan.

Should your evalua-
tion turn up one or more 
problem areas, and it’s 

time to replace your win-
dows, do your homework. 
While price is important, it 
shouldn’t be a sole decision 
factor, as functionality is a 
critical consideration.

Look for low-mainte-
nance materials that offer 
energy efficiency. For ex-
ample, vinyl is an excellent 
insulator and many people 
choose low-maintenance 
vinyl frames with a Low E 
glass coating and an Argon 

or Krypton gas fill. These 
harmless gasses are denser 
than air and serve as an 
excellent thermal barrier. 
More information about 
energy-efficient glass op-
tions is available at www.
Simonton.com

When the time is right, 
consider replacing your 
windows for a home with 
great long- and short-term 
returns on investment.

Chuck Layman • 23 years professional experience. 

770-594-0750
paintcabinets@bellsouth.net. www.paintcabinets.net. 

LIke Us On Facebook: Home Colors Atlanta

HOME 
COLORS

KITCHEN CABINET 
REFACING/PAINTING 
CASHIERS-HIGHLANDS
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

End of Season

Thurs.-Sat. 
11a to 5p

Other days by chance

Stephen E. Barnwell Antiques
802 N. 4th Street

Highlands

Huge Reductions 
on 

Fine Antiques

SALE

Look for the Red Roof and the Covered Wagon. 

9830 S. Georgia Hwy. • 828-369-0541 
From GA/NC line, go north on 441/GA Rd, 3.1 miles on the right

Open Monday thru Saturday 8 a.m. till 7 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. ‘till 6 p.m.

Accept Visa, Master Card and EBT/Snap

Peaches, peaches, peaches, blackberries, apples, cantaloupe, watermel-
ons, fresh baked bread, fritters, donuts, butter, cheese, eggs, squash, corn, 
beans, okra, jams, jellies, local honey, heirloom tomatoes and more!

Hope to see you soon!

42

Today’s world is fast-paced, 
mobile and ever-changing with 
security threats to our homeland 
and persona l  infor mat ion 
growing day by day. Learning 
how to protect ourselves in this 
technological world is not only 
sensible but vital. The Center 

for Life Enrichment is offering an 
exciting line-up of  classes relating 
to the security topic so you can 
learn how to monitor and protect 
yourself  and your information as 
well as learn what measures our 
country is taking in order to protect 
us and our loved ones.

ICloud and Computer Security 
taught by Nigel Sixsmith will cover 
everything you need to know about 
ICloud, sharing photos, music 
and documents via ICloud with 
other  Macs/Pads and IPhones. 
Learn how to lower your risk 
of  exposure to digital predators. 
Viruses, malware protection and 
other possible security issues will 

be addressed.  Wednesday, October 
1, 10:30-3:30 Cost $70/$80

 In the lecture, Securing 
Cyberspace:  Protect ing the 
Nation’s Digita l  Processing 
Infrastructure Dr. William Perry 
will outline the asymmetric threats 
our national security faces today.  
Maintaining security in a digital 
world is critical especially at a 

national level. Dr. William Perry is 
a professor of  computer systems 
at WCU and an information 
security specialist. Perry has 
coordinated and participated in 
various security-related workshops 
involving the FBI, CIA and U.S. 
State Department. Friday, October 
3, 2:00-4:00

U.S. Secret Service: History, 
Organization, Mission explains 
the role of  the Secret Service and 
its duties from the organizations 
conception to its role in modern 
times.  Presenter Susan Hawes 
has been a Special Agent with the 
United States Secret Service since 
1999. In addition to presidential 
protection services she is charged 
with the investigation of  financial 
crimes.  Thursday, October 9, 
1:00-3:00

Walk-ins to lectures are 
welcome. For more information 
on these classes or CLE please visit 
www.clehighlands.com or call 526-
8811. Our office is located at 348 S. 
Fifth Street in the lower level of  the 
Peggy Crosby Center. All classes 
are $25 for members/$35 for non-
members and are held in the CLE 
lecture hall unless otherwise noted.

Coming up this week at the Center for Life Enrichment
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‘Taize on the Mountain’ 
Tonight!

Music, Peace, Light Meditative Singing

Join us, Thursday, Sept. 18 at 6 p.m. 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park 

on Pine Street
Bring a lawn chair or blanket 

All are welcome!

For more information, contact  
Margaret Howell

knytengale@aol.com
704-516-7893

(Please no alcohol or pets)

Legendary Bluegrass Band, Seldom coming to PAC
Don’t miss the Saturday, September 27th  8pm Seldom Scene at the Highlands PAC.  
What does it take for a bluegrass band to remain popular for more than four decades? 

For the Seldom Scene, it’s taken not only talented musicians, a signature sound, and a 
solid repertoire, but also a sheer sense of  fun. 

Saturday, October 4th  8pm brings Broadway and More with Broadway veteran 
Liz Callaway.  Tickets for all events are available online: highlandspac.org or by calling 
828.526.9047  Highlands PAC: 507 Chestnut Street  Highlands NC
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Falling Waters is a 52 acre community just 2.5 miles 
from Main St. Secluded but not remote; peaceful, quiet and private.  
Mature hardwoods, giant Rhodies, Mountain Laurel and a plethora of 
wild flowers that take turns showing off thru the seasons. Two water-
falls & several creeks add charm & interest. Paved roads, underground 
utilities, newer homes built after 2000, no road noise, well maintained, 
a great place to take a walk!

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address: 78 Black Bear Trace Highlands, NC 28741
From Main St., take Hwy. 106 (The Dillard Road) 1.8 miles just 
past the Glen Falls sign, turn right on Mt. Laurel Dr., go 3 tenths 

of a mile turn left on Moonlight. The entrance is on the right. 
www.highlandsnchomesites.com 

Contact (onsite owner) or your broker for plats,  
prices & a guided tour. 

828-508-9952.

Two lots sold this winter and a year round home is being 
built ... New cottage section opening soon!

• investing at 4,118 Ft. •

Call about October advertising 
828-200-1371

I began working with a high-
powered executive a few 
weeks ago, and the process 

has been as fun as it has been 
enlightening. This gentleman is 
in his mid-50s and works as the 
CEO for one of  America’s most 
prestigious companies. When he 
explained his travel schedule to 
me, I literally gasped: he spends 
more time in the air flying to dif-
ferent company locations each 
week, than he spends on the 
ground.  He has made numerous 
appearances on national televi-
sion and regularly speaks at live 
events to audiences of  thou-
sands.

He is clearly a high energy, 
uber talented, and charismatic 
figure. Focused, clear, and kind, 
he approached me to be his real 
estate sherpa for his search for 
the perfect second home to en-
joy during his upcoming retire-

Highlands, NC Real Estate: Retiring into Your Best Life

Susie deVille
Owner/Broker-in-Charge
White Oak Realty Group

ment.
When we sat 

down for our initial 
conversation, I was 
struck by how little 
ability this power-
house of  a person 
had in conveying his 
vision for his retire-
ment real estate fan-
tasy. He was eager to 
just “get going,” but 
unable to provide me 
with any guidance as 
to where – or even, a 
broad brush outline 
of  roughly where. I 
gently pressed with more clarify-
ing questions, inquiring how he 
pictured himself  spending his 
days in our community and enjoy-
ing his property here. 

He gave me a cheerful grin 
and a blank stare.

And then, it dawned on me – 

this incredibly bright 
and talented fellow, 
who had spent the 
majority of  his life 
successfully steering 
a gigantic company 
through myriad mar-
ket conditions, quite 
literally had never 
stopped to get clear 
on steering his own 
life – or imagining 
his own future be-
yond work.

I was immedi-
ately reminded of  
something Seth Go-

din, New York Times best selling 
author and marketing guru once 
said, “People spend more time 
planning their vacations than they 
spend planning their lives.”

When I began selling real 
estate 14 years ago, the average 
age of  my buyers was approxi-

mately 63 years old. These were 
folks who were eyeing retirement 
and wanted to purchase a second 
home to enjoy in the mountains 
once they departed from the work 
force. Today, the average age of  
my buyers is approximately 53 
years old; they are not only young-
er, they are retiring at younger and 
younger ages.

Many arrive seemingly un-
prepared for life after work and/
or how they would like to enjoy 
their free time once they finally 
have it.

I stood out on the deck of  a 
gorgeous, luxury home with my 
charismatic, cheerful buyer and 
looked out at a stunning moun-
tain view with him. He was im-
pressed with the custom home 
and the view. 

I watched him peer over the 
deck to the steep slope below and 
could sense him being a bit antsy. 

He paced a minute or two, with 
restless energy. Hands in pock-
ets, looking around, he exhaled 
sharply.

Immediately, I knew. I told 
him, “I know what you want, 
and I’ll take you there now.”

We drove to the property 
that I had intuited was what his 
heart was aching for. I pulled 
into the driveway, and had not 
even come to a stop before he 
had the door open and was out 
of  the car. He ran across the lot 
and down to the water. 

I stood behind him and 
looked up at his profile. I saw a 
man who in that moment knew 
exactly how he wanted to spend 
his retirement. He knew what 
would fill the well for him, what 
would make his soul sing. 

He nodded toward the wa-
ter and then at me and said, “Yes, 
this is it.”

As you are envisioning life 
after work, or simply your play-
time during weekends or vaca-
tions from work, ask yourself  
what feels like freedom. What 
are you doing that brings your 
energy up and is also relaxing? 
What does your ideal day look 
like? Think through what retire-
ment days may mean for you and 
what kind of  property best suits 
that vision.

Spend some time now plan-
ning your life, so that your enjoy-
ment, after many years of  hard 
work, is at is highest and best.

Susie deVille, ME, ABR, 
SFR, is Owner/Broker-in-
Charge of  White Oak Realty 
Group. Her areas of  expertise 
include real estate investments, 
niche marketing, social media, 
and strategic property position-
ing. An expert in entrepreneur-
ship and anthropology, Susie 
applies her acumen in human 
behavior toward negotiating and 
advocating on behalf  of  her cli-
ents. White Oak Realty Group’s 
sales office is located at 125 
South Fourth Street in the heart 
of  the retail district in High-
lands. For more information, 
visit WhiteOakRG.com or call 
(828) 526-8118. 
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Proverbs 3:5 • PLaces to WorshiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (said) 1928 Service, including 

Communion; 9:30a Christian Education; 10:30a Faithful, 
Family Service w/ Music & Communion. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study -8:30 a.m., First Baptist Church 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

Wednesdays –7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street

Sunday Service: 11 a.m.;Testimony Mg: 5 p.m. on 3rd Wed 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968
Sundays: Eucharist Rite 1 8a in chapel; Education and choir 
rehearsal, 9 am, Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 

Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 

Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.; School:9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:7 

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ) 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Dwight Loggins
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth:7 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 7- Oct 26-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. Child Care - 10:30a - 12:30p 
Religious Education - 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  

Youth 8th - 12th grade meets 2nd Sundays 5 - 7:30p
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

• sPirituaLLy sPeaking •

• See SPIRITUALLY page 22

John 3:16

By Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church, Cashiers

“But since we belong to the day, let us be self-con-
trolled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the 
hope of  salvation as a helmet” (I Thessalonians 5:8).

Everything in this world is changing and has little or 
no value to the believer. What holds value to the 
child of  God is eternal. If  you carry the weight of  

eternity on your heart and you recognize that you will de-
part this world into either, glory or eternal torment, you 
will surely shake and tremble. There is only one way to be 
at peace and assured of  an eternal happiness. God prom-
ises to all believers this wonderful idea of  an eternal peace. 
This is the great goal that should fill your heart. You need 
to strive to reach for this goal. Since God is the author of  
this salvation you must hope for it, anticipate it and look 
forward to it with great assurance. This hope of  salvation 
will create in your heart comfort and a desire to serve and 
live in godliness.

Hope is always looking to the promise and the rewards 
it brings. Without a promise there will be no hope. Only the 
one who places his trust in Jesus Christ can be an heir of  
the promise of  salvation. In Acts 26:6 you are told of  the 
“hope in what God has promised.” In Titus 1:2 you find 
“The hope of  eternal life, which God, who does not lie, 
promised before the beginning of  time.” Therefore, those 
who do not place their hope in Jesus Christ as their Savior 
have no hope. They are as Ephesians 2:12 says “separated 
from Christ, excluded from the citizenship of  Israel and 
foreigners to the covenants of  promise, without hope and 
without God in the world.” 

The object of  the hope of  the believer is Jesus Christ. 
God sent him into this world to do for men what they 
could never do for themselves. The Scripture requires that 
men live a perfect life in order to come into the presence 
of  God. Because of  Adam’s fall in the Garden, there is no 
one who can fulfill this requirement. Psalm 53:3 “Everyone 
has turned away, they have together become corrupt; there 
is no one who does good, not even one.” Jesus was sent 
by God the Father to live the perfect life required to come 

The Object of Hope
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 828-526-9477 • 225 Spring Street, Highlands

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp; Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley;  
Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, 

Up-dos and Facial Waxing

Shear Elevations Call for an  
appointment  

TODAY!

Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome. 

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

NEW LOCATION!
Open: Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

& Maggie Rogers 
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

The fourth annual “Dazzling Dahlias” 
Festival dates have just been announced by 
the Highlands Historical Society for Sep-
tember 20. The event will be held at the 
Highlands Recreation Park.

Last year’s event attracted over 300 
entries from local amateur hobbyists, in-
cluding some entries in the new childrens’ 
category. 

The show highlights growers’ favorite 
dahlias, which are entered and ribboned by 
an array of  judges. 

Interested participants may drop off  
their dahlias at the rec park on Friday, Sep-
tember 19th from 5-7p.m. or on the morn-
ing of  the show between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

This year’s speaker will be local grower 
Ann Maxwell. The time will be announced 
at a later date. The show will be at the Rec 
Park from 1- 5pm. In addition to viewing 
gorgeous dahlias, bouquets are also avail-
able for purchase All proceeds from this 
show benefit the Highlands Historical So-
ciety.

On September 18, Dazzling Dahlias 
Patron Party will be held at the Hudson 
House at Highlands Country Club. The 

fare will be Mexican food, Margaritas and 
Mariachi music. 

Mark your calendars, as seating is 
limited to 125 persons. Tickets are $100 
each. For more information on the Patron 
Party, contact Judy Taylor at 526 8388

Dazzling Dahlias Festival festivities 
set for Sept. 18 and Sept. 20

Drop off  dahlias at the Rec 
Park on Friday, Sept., 19 

from 5-7 p.m. or on the morn-
ing of  the show, Sat., Sept. 

20, between 8 a.m. &10 a.m. 
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• PoLice & Fire rePorts •
Highlands Police Log entries 

from Aug. 12. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been 
used. 

Aug. 12
• At 10 a.m., a larceny from a home on 

Hudson Road was reported. Two generators 
– a Honda and Briggs and Stratton valued 
at $1,800 were missing.

Aug. 27
• At 2:35 a.m., officers responded to a 

one-vehicle accident on US 64 west where 
a motorist took a curve too fast and ended 
up on the embankment, hitting a rock and 
flipping the vehicle. The motorist, who was 
driving a car without permission, left the 
scene and law officers are trying to locate 
him.

Sept. 3
• At 10:25 a.m., officers responded to 

a one-vehicle accident in Wright Square 
where a pillar was struck by a vehicle 

backing up.
• At 10:20 a.m., officers responded to a 

two-vehicle accident on US 64 west. 
Sept. 4
• At 2 p.m., a resident on spring street 

reported a burglary and that someone had 
stayed in his home for two-days and left a 
note thanking him for use of the home. He 
didn’t know the person.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
Dept. log entries from Sept. 10.

Sept. 10
• At 6:19 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Cullasaja Drive.
Sept. 11
• At 7:15 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders on Main Street.
• At 7:20 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Happoldt Drive.
Sept. 12
• At 1:11 p.m., the dept. responded to 

...CORE from page 9

828-743-0900

a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 south.
• At 5:18 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Buck Creek 
Road.

Sept. 13
• A little past midnight, the dept. 

responed to a motor vehicle accident on 
Buttermilk Lane.

Sept. 14
• At 11:40 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a CO2 alarm at a residence on N. 4th. 
Street.

• At 5:15 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
fire alarm at a residence on Church Street.

• At 11:36 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a CO2 alarm at a residence on Sherwood 
Forest.

Sept. 16
• At 5:32 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Henry 
Wright Road.

John deVille, president of  the MC 
chapter of  the North Carolina Association 
of  Educators (NCAE), thinks it’s probably 
a good idea to have national standards but 
not the CC that was to be implemented 
nor the way it was rolled out.

“These standards were created by a 
consortium of  the state and business inter-
ests and though the standards are decent, 
the curriculum isn’t good in spots – par-
ticularly elementary math and parts of  the 
high school English curriculum,” he said.

In addition, rather than gradually 
implementing it, the entire curriculum 
was done at once. “So, the 8th math grade 
curriculum assumed that Billy had been 
taught the 7th grade CC math curriculum, 
which wasn’t the case,” he said.

To compound problems, he said high 
stakes tests for both teachers and students 
were part of  the picture.

“Part of  ‘Race to the Top’ grant was 
acceding to the VAM model for compen-
sation and evaluation for teachers,” he said.

Race to the Top is a US Department 
of  Education contest created to spur inno-
vation and reforms in state and local dis-
trict K-12 education. States were awarded 
points for satisfying certain educational 
policies, such as performance-based stan-
dards for teachers and principals, comply-
ing with Common Core standards, lifting 
caps on charter schools, turning around 
the lowest-performing schools, and build-
ing data systems. 

Value-Added Modeling (VAM) uses 
student test scores to help measure teach-
ing effectiveness apart from other factors 
that affect achievement, such as individual 
ability, family environment, past schooling, 
and the influence of  peers.

“So with the CC, North Carolina 
schools are facing a new set of  standards, 
a new curriculum, a new way to evaluate 
students, a new way to evaluate teachers 
implemented all at once – and U.S. Secre-
tary of  Education Arne Duncan wonders 
why the CC brand is mortally wounded,” 
said deVille.

Until the McCrory appointed com-
mittee makes a decision about the CC, the 
current NC Standard Course of  Study, 
which lays out the skills K-12 students 
should master in all subjects, will remain in 
effect for now. That means Common Core 
standards, which were first carried out in 
the 2012-13 school year and are part of  
the course of  study, amd are still in place 
this fall.

“The standards in place this school 
year are the highest and most rigorous 
we’ve ever had,” said Keith Poston, chief  
executive of  the Public School Forum of  
North Carolina, which is funded by busi-
nesses.              – Kim Lewicki
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner • 1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Serving Highlands & Cashiers 
for since 1988.

Phone: 526-2251 
Fax: 828-526-8764

Email: JJlawn1663@frontier.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

U Call We Hall Junk Removal & 
Property Cleanout Service

Total House Cleanout Services, Attics,Basements, 
Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll takeyour Trash & 
Save you some Cash. Cheaper than a Dumpster 

& we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268

Trackhoe work • Driveway repair  
Culverts • Boulder walls 

Debris removal • Parking areas  
Demolition • Clearing • Topsoil 

Bocce Ball Courts • Water features
25 years experience

Martin Murray
526-9388

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

HEALTHY HOME SERVICES

Certified • Licensed • Insured
828-200-0949

Mold and Moisture Removal.
Sealed Crawlspaces. 

Radon Mitigation. 
Duct Cleaning and Fogging.

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

J&M Towing  
Service

24-Hour Towing
Local and Long Distance Hauls

526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller
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You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.
Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

Full benefits available after 60 days of full time employment

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22
Please support our advertisers, they make the FREE newspaper possible.

BLACK BEAR CONSTRUCTION
We Build All Types of Homes!

www.BlackBearGreen.com
828-487-4248

Painting, Flooring, Fireplaces.
Baths and Kitchen Remodels.
Chimney Repairs. New Roofs.

Tree Removal. Excavating.

Come by 
The Falls on 

Main to 
See Our 

New Home

SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS
$17/wk BW

$22/wk/color

CLASSIFIED ADS
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents per word 

thereafter
($2 extra for yellow highlight)

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Highlands Cashiers 
Concierge & Management

Full Range of Services Including: 
Housekeeping • Maintenance
Home Watch • Winterization

(828) 482-2480
HCCMHOME@GMAIL.COM • HCCMHOME.com

ER Registered Nurses
MDS Coordinator

Patient Access Coordinator
Medical Supply Tech

• cLassiFieDs •
HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING..HIGHLANDS INN...Front Desk staff 

and Housekeepers.  Call 828 526 5899 for an appointment or 
email shawk32@aol.com with questions and resume.  (st. 9/18)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY is seeking a cake 
decorator for their gourmet bakery.  Full time, year round. 
Must have experience with wedding cakes. Must have port-
folio & references. Candidate should be punctual and profes-
sional. Contact Christina at 828-526-2400. (9/25)

THE BISTRO AT MAIN STREET INN is hiring cooks, 
servers, food runners, bussers. Stop by to apply or call 526-2590. 
or or email at info@mainstreet-inn.com.

 HIGHLANDS PLAYHOUSE Is now hiring part-time 
help for our winter movie season. Must have strong customer 
service and math skills. Call 828-526-2695 or come by the 
office at 362 Oak Street, Highlands. (st. 8/28)

EXPERIENCED HORSE/DOG HOUSE SITTER. 
Please call Nicole @ 252-637-2255 (st. 8/21)

WHOLE LIFE MARKET & NECTAR JUICE BAR 
are now accepting applications for full and part time employ-
ment. Must have an interest in health and wellness, retail experi-
ence is required. Stop by Whole Life Market located at 680 N. 
4th St. for an application or email your resume to wholelife@
frontier.com. (st. 8/21)

WAITSTAFF NEEDED AT TOKYO RESTAU-
RANT. Call Jimmy at 828-526-8800. (st. 7/31)

LEAD LINE COOK & DISHWASHER needed at 
casual fine dining, up to $13/hour or salary B.O.E. jasoncan-
cilla2012@gmail.com (st. 6/19)

PART TIME SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY AVAILABLE. Prior wait staff experience required. 
20 - 30 hours with weekend availability. Call 803-389-0199. 
(st. 6/12)

CNA, NURSES, CAREGIVERS needed for Home 
Care Agency serving Older Adults in Macon, Jackson and 
Transylvania counties. Call 828-200-9000. (st. 5/15) 

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT is looking for experi-
enced servers and a part-time host/hostess. Please call Robbie 
at 828.526.3807. (st. 5/15)

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN HIGHLANDS, NC. full time. 
part-time and seasonal. Must be available to work weekends. 
Retail clothing sales experience preferred. Please call 828-200-
1703. (st. 3/13) 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY AT TJ BAILEY IN 
HIGHLANDS. Retail, On-line Sales and Multi-media Market-
ing positions available. Come grow with us. - full or part-time. 
828-526-2262 or resume store@TJBmens.com (st. 2/13) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
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• cLassiFieDs •
2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 

views & Privacy $88,999.00. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

2BR/1BA HOME. Clear Creek Road. 
New exterior paint, inside paint, Brand new 
appliances, new flooring throughout. $165,000. 
(828) 526 2288/ (828)482-2385. (st. 9/25)

SECLUDED, BUT JUST MINUTES 
TO TOWN, Adorable two Bedroom home 
with great views and outdoor living spaces. Call 
828-421-4681. (st. 5/29)

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE

FOR SALE BY OWNER – 3 building 
lots in the gated community of Rustic Falls. Ma-
con County tax records value at $51,000 each. 
Must sell due to health reasons. Asking $15,000 
each. Call owner at 803-640-6004. (St. 5/1)

MUST SELL  6+ acres at Lake Glenville. 
Lake and mountain views. $130,000 or Best 
Offer. Call 706-348-3208. (st. 2/20)

1/2 ACRE KNOLL FOR SALE Home-
site is cleared for Camper or Cabin. Driveway 
in, 1000 gal Septic/Drainfield in, Well permit in 
hand. Scaly Mountain area near Highlands. No 
Restrictions and Very Beautiful. $35,000 850-
363-1436. (st. 8/28)

ITEMS FOR SALE 

MOVING SALE:  4-piece entertain-
ment center, 96” wide; laurel leg table; Mission 
style coffee table and end table, sliding glass 
doggie door. 704-681-0331. (9/25)

FURNITURE: couch and matching 
chair, $40; 9-drawer dresser, $25; 4 kitchen 
chairs, $25; end table, $15; TV cabinet, $15; 
garden hose storage unit, $6. Call 526-5367. 
(7/24) 

BISTRO TABLES W/CHAIRS, Tom-
my Bahamas chair, like new, lots of other piec-
es.Call 828-526-3742. (7/24)

TOP OF THE LINE MAYTAG Wash-
er (electric) and Dryer (gas). Never used. Call 
828-526-0469. (st. 7/17)

2005 KAWASAKI VULCAN 1600 
Classic Nomad with fairing, windshield, saddle-
bags and new tires. $3,800. Call 678-878-8757, 
ask for Art. (6/26)

NOW AVAILABLE! HIGHLANDS, 
N.C…THE EARLY YEARS VOLUME II, 
Angie Jenkins’ new coffee table book, containing 
200 pages of mostly never before seen historic 
Highlands photos. Sold at selected locations in 
Highlands. For info call Angie Jenkins @ 828-
200-0183 (st. 6/12) 

WORMY CHESTNUT FOR SALE: 
Approximately 300 square feet of ¾” wormy 
chestnut wainscot milled and finished. Board 
length 36”; width varies from 4” to 8”. $2800 
lot price. 404-944-5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES

MARK’S SEDAN SERVICE – Airport 
transportation, winter-fall tours. Call or Text 
239-292-3623. Mark9398@aol.com (st. 9/11)

HANDYMAN SERVICE – Electrical, 
plumbing, pressure cleaning, painting, carpentry, 
yardwork. References. Call Al Edgar at cell: 332-
7271 or 369-6245.(st. 9/4) 

THOROUGH CLEAN – General, 
spring, construction References available 706-
982-1504. (st. 8/7) 

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for premium low 
mileage automobiles 828-347-6600. (st. 6/5) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN: Repairs, remodeling, painting, pressure 
washing, minor plumbing and electric, decks 
and additions. Free Estimates. Insured. Call 
421-4667. (10/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE: 
Let Charlie Dasher handle your transportation 
whether it’s to the airport, a special event, or 
just around town. Van service for weddings. 
Licensed and insured. 526-8645. (st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 828-
743-0900.

J&J LAWN AND LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES:Complete Landscaping Company, 
Design, Installation and Maintenance. Also fea-
turing Plants, Trees, Hardscapes, Water Features, 
Rockwork, Fencing, Drainage, Erosion Control 
and RR-Tie work. Serving the Highlands/Ca-
shiers area since 1988. 828-526-2251.

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

ON LAKE SEQUOYAH. 1BR/1BA, 
furnished. W/D. Sleeps 4. $700/mth plus gas 
and $500 security. Available Oct. 1. Call tony. 
828-332-7830. (9/18).

3/3 OLDER FURNISHED HOME 
for rent year-round. Walk to town. $1,000/
month. 526-5558. (9/25)

APT. FOR YEAR ROUND RENT 
– 1Br/1Ba. Furnished. W/D available Satellite 
and wi-fi. 11/2 mi. from downtown. Available 
starting Oct. 1. $500. + 1/2 utilities and $200. 
cleaning deposit. Leave message 828-526-
4598. (st. 9/11)

IN TOWN LIVING! Spacious Second 
level apartment with deck. Two Bedrooms, 
wood floors, fireplace and W/D. Call 828-
421-4681 (st. 7/31)

SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM HOUSE 
for rent on private corner of farm. Potter’s 
kiln & studio. 7 miles south of Highlands. 
Hwy 28. $850/mth plus utilities (706) 490-
7036. (st. 8/21)

LONG-TERM RENTAL – Furnished 
2BD/2BA. Walk-to-Town location. WiFi, Cable. 
$1,200 including utilities. Call 828-421-1779. 
(st. 6/12)

WANTED

NICE 3 BEDROOM, pet-friendly 
rental propery. Call 828-200-5788. 

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

BUILDING FOR SALE. 170 ft. hwy 
frontage. Street level. 3 offices, rec room, kit & 
bath. Large parking area. Lower level, 2BR/2BA 
apt. Separate entry. offered by TLC Assoc. 828-
371-2485 asking $415,000. (st. 6/12)

GREAT LOCATION ON CAROLI-
NA WAY between 64E and 5th St across from 
Bank of America. ±1480 sqft. Office or retail. 
$1500/month. Call Tom Clark(404)210-7979 
or (828)526-4646. (st. 9/19/13)

VACATION RENTAL

SPACIOUS, CLEAN 2/2 COTTAGE 
IN SKY VALLEY. $540 weekly. $1900 
monthly. Furnished, utilities included, carport/ 
extra parking. Call: 706-746-3593. (st. 9/4)

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
LAKE HOUSE FOR SALE BY 

OWNER. 2,600 sq. ft. 7 miles from Highlands. 
Priced $60,000 below value. $199,000. Call 
706-746-3046. (9/25)

ADORABLE 2/2 LOG CABIN 
NEAR MIRROR LAKE. Amazing rental 
history. Perfect for buyer looking for proven 
investment property. Completely furnished for 
only $349,900. Call owner at 800-335-9215. 
View pictures at www.HighlandsRentals.net/
StonesThrowPics (pd 11/6)

...SPIRITUALLY 
SPEAKING from 17
into his presence. Hebrews 4:15 “For we 
do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are–yet was without sin.” 
He offered that perfect life on Calvary’s 
cross in the place of  all who would hear 
and believe on him as the one sent from 
God to save their soul. John 3:16 “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have everlast-
ing life.” Jesus paid the price for your sins 
on Calvary’s cross. He defeated your last 
enemy in his resurrection, opening the 
gates of  heaven for his people. I Thes-
salonians 4:14 “We believe that Jesus died 
and rose again and so we believe that 
God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him.” 

Do you have hope? Do you have 
hope of  an eternity in heaven in the pres-
ence of  the Almighty God? There is but 
one way to obtain this hope and that is 
through believing and trusting in Jesus 
Christ as the One sent by God the Fa-
ther to do for you what you could never 
do for yourself. Open your ears and hear, 
open your heart and believe, he is calling 
all, who will come and take hold of  this 
object of  eternal hope.

It is in this hope that life begins to 
take on value. This is an eternal hope of  a 
life of  peace and assured happiness. This 
is a goal that has substance, a goal wor-
thy of  your attention. A goal that is filled 
with a reward that cannot be matched. 
Jesus as your Savior is the object of  this 
hope and its reward is heaven. I Corin-
thians 2:9 says concerning this wonderful 
heaven there is nothing like it. It declares 
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no 
mind has conceived what God has pre-
pared for those who love him.” Place 
your focus on the object of  hope, Jesus 
Christ, and set your heart on the wonder 
of  what God has in store for those who 
have believed in him.526-5999

Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east
Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!
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Main Street Inn & Bistro on Main
526-2590 • www.mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

15

19

526-1796
68 Highlands Plaza • Highlands NC

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

But you can call me James.
• Computer Sales
• Computer Services
• Computer Parts

21

Cosper Flowers

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

NC License # 10978

“At our New Location”
95 Highlands Plaza

between Bryson’s and
the Dry Cleaners

Tu-Fri 11-5, Sat 10-1
828-526-8671

22

High End 
Grooming

Traditional Barbering  
for Men and Women
Straight Razor Cuts

Church Street Hair
 shop (828) 482-9374 
or cell (772) 532-0706

210 S. 3rd St. 
(Behind the Methodist Church)

CONTACT US AT:
Old Edwards Inn Complex

41 Church Street  
Downtown

828.526.1717

Highlands Falls CC
2334 Cashiers Road

828.526.4101
www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 20th Season!

Open 7 nights a week
Bistro Service Starts at 4p

Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

PERFECT CONDO!
Like new 2BR/2BA condo 
with new kitchen, floors, 

baths, antique beams in LR. 
Huge 180 degree Mtn Views 

& furnished!
ONLY $275,000

MLS# 80358

highlandsmountainrealty.net

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC
3BR/3BA home on cul de 
sac, 2 levels, lower family 

room with guest kitchen, 2 
fireplaces, 2 covered decks, 
large spaces, 2-car garage & 
fully furnished. Ready to use!

$730,000
MLS# 80446



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
NEW LOCATION in Town Square.

343-D
Main Street.

526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

jajosborn@gmail.com • pat. f. allen @ gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands-Cashiers 
2013 per  
HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for Dinner 
at 5:30p.

Bar opens at 4p.
Sunday Brunch  

11a to 2p

Serving 
Lunch and 

Dinner
Daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Open
7 Days a Week.

10a to 4p

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

Julie Osborn
Broker Associate

Cell: 828-200-6165
Office: 828-526-8784

40

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Sheryl Wilson,
Broker

(828) 337-0706

Leslie Cook,
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn, 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us
for our 30th year.

Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.
Every Evening


