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Representing Sellers & Buyers  
in the sale of Residential &  
Commercial properties &  

Undeveloped Land; Leasing 
Commercial Properties; Staging 
and Design, ALL with Integrity, 

Hard Work, Outrageous  
Customer Service,  
and just plain Fun!

Kirstyn Lamb, Jessica Tilson, Ashlee Maitland, Whitney Billingsley, Courtney Henry, Aislinn Fitzpatrick, Blakely 
Moore, Emily Crowe, Sara Torres, Erica Barnes, Trinity Dendy, Triffany Preda, Allie Preda, Brooke Rehmeier, 
Bethany Shuler, Analyse Crook, Sara Rogers, Kim Feria, Madison Lloyd, and Brittany Chastain, manager. See 
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By all accounts, the Highlands School Girls Var-
sity Soccer Team is getting better and better every 
game. 

“We are currently 7-2 and ranked #11 in the 

Practice makes Perfect
state according to the NC Coaches Association 1A 
Polls,” said Coach Jeff  Weller. “After losing six se-
niors last season with five of  them being starters, I 

•See SOCCER page 19

The Macon County Board of  
Commissioners budgeted $7.3 mil-
lion for the Macon County School 
System’s operating budget last year. 
Those funds were used within the 
budget for things such as salary for 
37 locally paid teachers, to cover 
the rollover cost of  gas to run yel-
low school buses, and to help fund 
athletics in the district. Preparing 
for the 2015-2016 school year, the 
board of  education is looking for 
more local dollars just to be able to 
continue to educate Macon County 
students. 

At a special worksession last 
Thursday, members of  the board 
of  education unanimously voted 
to submit a $7.9 million budget to 
county commissioners, a $621,342 
increase over the current year’s 
funds. 

State cuts 
mean B of Ed 

needs more 
money from 

county than in 
2014-’15

Slowly but surely, it appears 
the NC legislature has been trying 
to restrict local governments with 
financially or partisan motivated 

legislation.
Most recently, SB 650 – The 

Election Transparency Bill; Senate 
Bill 369 – The Fair Sales Tax Fair-

ness Act; and  HB 535 – Promot-
ing Charter School Success Pilot. 

SB 650 – The Election 

Elected officials weigh in on NC legislation

Indications are H-C Hospital’s future is bright

Effective last night, Macon 
County officially has a nuisance 
ordinance that will be in effect 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

In a 4-1 vote, the Macon 
County Board of  Commission-
ers approved the measure on its 
second reading, making the ordi-
nance officially active. Commis-
sioner Paul Higdon was the lone 
nay vote. 

At the direction of  com-
missioners, the county planning 
board spend months developing 
the ordinance, which although 
deemed a nuisance ordinance, is 
intended to regulate malicious 
noise within the county. 

Once the document was 
completed with the planning 
board, it passed that board with 
all but one vote. Planning Board 
member John Shearl opposed the 
regulation. 

The ordinance was then 
sent to commissioners who held 
a public hearing that drew com-
ments from both sides of  the ar-

Nuisance 
Ordinance 
passes 4-1

On Monday, April 13, The 
North Carolina Hospital Associ-
ation named Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital one of  only 10 hospitals 
in the state noted for outstanding 
performance in patient safety and 

quality improvement.
“There were only 10 awards 

given in the state and we got one,” 
said Jackie Ring, president and 
Chief  Nursing Officer at H-C 
Hospital.

She is the latest in a long line 
of  people to take the helm at the 
hospital and is striving to guide it 
and the community through the 
transition as HC-Hospital be-
comes an integral part of  the Mis-

sion Health system … and vice 
versa.

Though the vote is split on 
whether the hospital’s alliance 
with Mission Health has been 
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Dear Editor,
I think eliminating the local sales tax  and local control of  that tax  is a really bad idea 

for communities such as Highlands, Cashiers and other areas that depend on tourism.
As proposed, the tax is to be administered by the state of  North Carolina and given 

to the cities and counties on a per capita basis.
That would mean that Highlands would be   seen as having a population of  about 

900, Cashiers, 157 and Franklin, 3,900 residents.	 Yet during the summer months 
that balloons to over ten times the full-time resident count.

So how are they going to make up the difference, will someone in Raleigh decide how 
to offset this?	

It amazes me that the North Carolina Association of  County Commissioners would 
sign off  on this. Has the NCACC consulted anyone in the tourist areas - mountains, coast 
and areas such as Asheville?

Too bad that someone has not come up with a plan to allow all property owners to 
have some sort of  say in what goes on in the state legislature.

This will kill our area and all other areas that depend on tourism.
Really bad idea.

Jim Rogers
Norton Community 

& Oakwood, GA

Dear Editor,
Patrick Taylor’s recent letter about litter control is so on target.  Living on Highway 

28 the problem of  litter is obvious every single day.  Are people so against taking the 
refuse from fast food,  smoking, drinking and cleaning out their cars that they cannot 
put it all into the multitude of  litter containers?

I once heard on a radio ad from South Carolina that they had a “vigilante” 
telephone number to call if  you saw someone littering.  The car tag would be given to 
the authorities and fines would be imposed. 

 Messing up your living space is just plain lazy and gross.  Let’s all show leadership  
on this issue—pick it up,  encourage recycling and guide our citizens in the way of  
cleanliness.  

Glenda Bell
Highlands

Yes, to Mayor Taylor

Don’t let the state take our sales tax money

Dear Editor,
Some believe there is no evidence for 

God, so therefore faith is foolish and be-
lief  is nothing more than wishful thinking. 
Some say only science that is based on evi-
dence and is trustworthy. This is what athe-
ists and people such as Richard Dawkins, 

The ‘No evidence for GOD’ belief 
is foolishness

Sam Harris and others believe and it is 
now part of  modern thinking. It is also 
now politically correct to question any-
thing in reference to God, and such dis-
cussions are only acceptable if  kept in the 
confines of  church. 

This steering away from faith is evi-
dent within politics and education. But 
science too, has tremendous faith in what 
can’t be proven physically. Science gives 
sources for energy, gravity, and light, 
but where are its origins, where do these 
come from? Gravity keeps our feet to the 
ground, holds our earth, solar system and 
universe in place, but where do we point 
to its beginning source? Does guessing or 

A lot of  folks now in the 
NC legislature ran on 
a platform of  less gov-

ernment, especially one that is 
centrally controlled. It goes like 
this, Washington shouldn’t be 
telling Raleigh what is best for 
North Carolinians. So should 
Raleigh be telling counties and 
towns what is best for them? 
Apparently, yes.

Take for instance the new 
Senate Bill 369 -- The Sales Tax Fairness 
Act. When any legislation refers to “fair-
ness” watch out.  Fair for whom?

John Peters of  the Mount Airy News 
recently wrote an editorial calling SB 369 
a hidden tax hike. Yes, Mount Airy is aka 
Mayberry, and Sheriff  Andy would be just 
proud of  Peters for his plain spoken truth.

Peters points out that the current 
state sales tax is at 6.75 cents for every dol-
lar in sales. The state gets 4.75 cents while 
2 cents goes to localities. Seventy-five per-
cent of  this local component goes back 
to local government from which the sales 
were made. Twenty-five percent of  the lo-
cal government portion goes to localities 
throughout the state on a per capita basis. 
Fair enough.

So Highlands currently nets 
about $850,000 a year in sales tax 
revenue. This revenue stream is 
a great incentive to support and 
promote business sales in our 
community.

The editorial writer from 
Mount Airy cautions to watch 
our wallets, the formula is about 
to be changed by our centralized 
government in Raleigh. The new 
proposed formula would increase 

the state’s share to 5.75 cents. The rest of  
the pot of  6.75 cents would be redistrib-
uted to towns and counties on a per cap-
ita basis. Small towns like Mount Airy and 
Highlands would lose substantial sales tax 
revenue. Heck, they may have to lay off  
Deputy Barney Fife!  

Sheriff  Andy would probably see it 
plain and simple as a state tax increase with 
a little “mountain hoodoo” thrown in so 
Raleigh can deny it.  As Peters points out, 
like what I have said before, towns on the 
losing end of  this fair tax bill will be faced 
with the dilemma of  raising taxes, cutting 
services, or a combination of  both. High-
lands could lose as much as $628,000. 

If  this bill passes in its current form, 
the centralized power in Raleigh will once 
again be asserted. Many local governments 
will have been pushed aside. Raleigh does 
throw towns and counties a bone. Lo-
calities can raise the sales tax by .25 cents 
which would make the sales tax in that lo-
cality 7 cents. This would be accomplished 
through a referendum. Now is that just spe-
cial, localities will have to raise taxes, not 
the Raleigh folks who took the money in 
the first place.

The League of  Municipalities is con-
cerned about this centralization of  author-
ity over the last three decades. This bill 
under scores the concern. North Caro-
lina has operated on the Dillion’s Principle 
of  granting local government authority 

Is this less government?
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•MileStone•

Outdoor Seating Area 
OPEN!

By Brian Egler
I am running my 15th Boston Marathon 

on behalf  of  the Dana-Farber Cancer Insti-
tute.  On April 20th, I will again join over 
550 other Dana-Farber runners in an effort 
to raise over $8 million in the critical fight 
against cancer.  

Personally, I have lost my Uncle Lee, 
Aunt Henrietta, Uncle Curly and Aunt Patri-
cia to cancer and I will continue to run in their 
memory. If  you would like me to run in hon-
or of  someone who has battled cancer, please 
let me know and I will include their name on 
my running singlet on marathon day.

I have set a personal fundraising goal 
of  $7,000. All funds – a full 100% raised by 
DFMC -- benefit the Claudia Adams Barr 
Program in Innovative Basic Cancer Re-
search, widely recognized as one of  the larg-
est and most successful programs of  its kind. 

The Barr Program funds the brightest, 
most creative scientists who are making ba-
sic research discoveries that are transforming 
cancer treatment.  

For instance, Barr Program support in 
1998-2000 and 2002-2004 enabled Rosalind 
Segal, MD, PhD, to discover that a genetic 
pathway called “Notch” is consistently dam-

Highlander is running 
the Boston Marathon 

to raise funds for 
cancer research

aged in brain tumors. Drugs already exist 
for other diseases to target Notch, and 
exciting new clinical trials are now under-
way to explore opportunities to use these 
drugs for brain cancer patients. That has 
the potential to significantly improve sur-
vival for this devastating cancer that af-
fects nearly 23,000 patients every year.	
Running 26.2 miles is hard.  Training for 
the marathon during the winter months is 
hard (even in North Carolina!) but none 
of  this compares with the fight that those 
with cancer endure each and every day.
If  you would like to join this cause go to: 
http://www.runDFMC.org/2015/briane 
to make a donation. Thanks for your con-
sideration.

Brian Egler

Mary Bazan, age 94, of  Highlands, NC died Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at Fidelia‑Eck-
erd Living Center.

She was born in New York City, NY, the daughter of  Roman and Anastasia Zahar-
chik. She was loving wife of  35 years to the late Nicolas Bazan. She was a loving mother, 
grandmother and great‑grandmother. She was of  the Greek Catholic Faith.

She is survived by a daughter, Victoria Buckle Clark of  St. Helena, CA; a son, Nicholas 
Bazan of  Highlands, NC; grandchildren, Garrett, Robie & Deanna Buckle, Samanta Nich-
ole Bazan & Bret Bazan and Emily Vavrichek; one great granddaughter, Hailey Buckle.

A service was held April 7th at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Centralia, PA
In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made in Mary Bazan’s honor to Fidelia‑Eckerd 

Living Center, 250 Hospital Drive, Highlands, NC 28741
Bryant‑Grant Funeral Home is in charge of  arrangements.
Online condolences may be made by visiting www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Mary Bazan
•Obituary•

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874
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Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5660

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner at 
5:30p 

Monday-Saturday
CLOSED 

Wednesdays

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Lunch and Dinner: 
7 nights a week 5-9p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

• Highlands Area Dining •

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.25

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.25

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open 7 days a week
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Open Year Round
Mon., Tues.,Thurs., 11a to 10p

Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p
Sun., noon to 10p

CLOSED WEDNESDAY
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Ave., Highlands

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

Open for 
Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
 Also

Sunday Brunch

Closed
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

21st

“Our
31st 
Year”

US 64 west • Highlands

Open Wednesday - Sunday

21st
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Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

We’ve Moved!
Now at 

434 Carolina Way, Suite 5

John R. Mayer
Attorney at Law, PLLC

Post Office Box 750
Highlands, NC, 28741
Phone: 828-526-3731

New Clients Welcome!

100% Mexican Food!
Open 

Monday-Sunday
11a to 10p

526-0608 • 30 Dillard Road • Highlands

When in Franklin think ....

All You Can Eat
Lunch Buffet • $7.99 Dinner Buffet • $10.99

Sunday All Day Buffet • $10.99
To-Go Buffet

Lunch $4.29/lb. • Dinner $4.99/lb.
Dine-In & Carry-out Menu Selections

828-349-9800

109 Commons Dr., Franklin 
(next to the Super Walmart)

asian-king-franklin-nc.com

• Dining •

Open 7 days 
11a to 9:30-10p

wishful thinking get us there? Does science say, belief  in 
gravity is just a crutch for living because you can’t point to 
a physical piece of  gravity? 

Science and faith complement each other. 
Science quantifies and verifies what is already there, 

and reflects God’s handiwork and existence daily. The intri-
cate workings of  our universe, solar system, earth, nature, 
man, and the internal workings of  the heart, blood, eyes, 
the mind, even our DNA is so complex. Each discovery in 
science points to God’s complexity, and we cannot fathom 
the depths of  His being. (Romans 1:20) 

But mostly science does not view it this way. It is not 
about God and his creative nature. This stance is probably 
because God is authoritative and carries a moral structure. 
In science of  today there is no room for morals. This hasn’t 
always been the case.

At one time, science viewed itself  through a Biblical 
reference or point of  view. But modern science has a final 
voice in what we are to believe and think.  

There is good and bad science, just like people are 
good (God’s Image) and bad (evil). This can’t be proved, 
but is so very evident. When nuclear energy was discov-

ered, some used it for good as in nuclear medicine and 
energy and then some use it for harm that threatens na-
tions. This dichotomy is so blatantly evident to all because 
it’s the world in which we live. 

Science needs to find and acknowledge the root cause 
of  good and evil but it can’t because this leads to God. 

His word answers and explains this dilemma, from 
beginning to end, and we are part of  this dilemma, wheth-
er you have faith in Him, or not. Keep Thinking.

Deni Shepard
Franklin

Transparency Bill – would require two elections currently 
conducted on a nonpartisan basis to become three parti-
san-based elections. This would make all school board, city 
council, and judicial races partisan affairs. 

This would be a change for many counties, whose bal-
lots do not reveal the party affiliation of  the candidates 
running.

What is this about?
According to Politics-NC April 2 posting by John 

Wynne. “There are a lot of  local elected officials, especially 
in rural counties, who are Democrats but the voters don’t 
know it. Forcing their party affiliation to be revealed on 
the ballot would probably provide a boost for Republican 
candidates.”  

So far Town Board members in Highlands, Franklin, 
the MC Board of  Education and the MC Commission 
have expressed views against the proposed legislation while 
questioning the reason for it.

At the April 9 special called Board of  Education meet-
ing, the board went on record against the legislation when 
members signed a letter to Senator Jim Davis and Rep. 
Roger West against the notion.

“SB 650 would provide for partisan school board elec-
tions across our state. The Macon County Board of  educa-
tion is made up of  five individuals dedicated to improving 
the education of  each and every student in Macon County. 
We feel strongly that interjecting partisan politics into the 
election of  our members adds nothing of  value and is not 
in the best interest of  our students,” reads the letter.

Superintendent of  Schools Dr. Chris Baldwin said he 
has no idea why this is being proposed.

“I don’t know of  a single problem facing our schools 
that could be solved by making school board elections par-
tisan,” he said.

Franklin’s Mayor Bob Scott thinks it’s a bad idea, too.
“One of  my fears about making non-partisan elec-

tions partisan is that it will create a situation where em-

...LEGISLATION from page 1
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“The Coolest Golf Course in Georgia”

• High Elevations with Cool Summer Temperatures and Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

• Open Daily, Year-Round with Attractive Golf Rates.
• Golf Club Rentals Available.  

• 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times call 706-746-5302 
Or Book Online at 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

ployees may become subject to 
political whims and even pos-
sible firings,” he said. “The NC 
Legislature has already interfered 
in local governments by making 
them subject to district elections, 

partisan, and restructuring the 
numbers on the boards.”

In fact, no one who respond-
ed to questions regarding this 
proposed legislation is for it.

“If  boards of  education and 

the municipalities want to have 
partisan elections that should 
be their and the local communi-
ties’ decision; and that goes for 
establishing districts in counties, 
too,” said MC Commissioner and 
President of  the NCACC Ronnie 
Beale. “This is Raleigh wanting 
even more local control.”  

Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor, 
who has spoken against the pro-
posed SB 369 – The Fair Sales 
Tax Fairness Act – feels strongly 
about this move, as well.

“To be effective, municipal 
officials must work with citizens 
and civic groups in the spirit of  
making decisions for the commu-
nity good. Declarations of  parti-
san affiliations would hinder this 
grassroots cooperative spirit by 
applying external pressures on lo-
cal officials to support party dog-
mas and positions,” said Taylor. 
“I would also be concerned about 
the influx of  external funding as 
parties attempt to control elected 
positions at all levels. Potential 
independent, community minded 
candidates might find the costs 
too exorbitant even to run.”

He also disclosed another 
move in Raleigh about changing 
municipal elections to coincide 
with the even-year state and na-
tional elections – the justification 
being that it would save costs and 
increase voter turnout. 

“I believe the nonpartisan 
model for municipal elections 
should remain on the odd-year 

cycle currently in place. If  not, 
the issues of  municipal gover-
nance would be overshadowed by 
state and national issues,” he said.  
“Also, the voting public would be 
overwhelmed by the sheer num-
ber of  candidates on the ballot 
vying for their consideration. Let’s 
keep nonpartisan, local elections 
truly local by holding them in the 
current off-year cycle.” 

Highlands Town Board 
member Brian Stiehler is strongly 
opposed to the proposition.

“This is one more dynamic 
that we don’t need to deal with.  
I wish both parties, regardless of  
the level of  politics, would start to 
ask, ‘What is best for our commu-
nities and not worry about which 
party supports which cause. At 
times, I feel partisan politics strips 
away the common sense approach 
to decision making,” he said. 
“Furthermore, it forces those 
politicians to ‘think’ a certain way 
and maintain a record if  reelec-
tion is of  interest. There is no 
value whatsoever to this, locally,” 
he said.    

Vice Chair MC Commission-
er Jim Tate also weighed in.

“Local government is the 
most effective type of  govern-
ment simply because it doesn’t re-
quire as many votes from elected 
officials to accomplish goals as it 
does at the state or national level.  
Because of  this, partisan politics 
doesn’t play as much of  a role in 
our local government,” he said.  

“Most of  our elected boards 
within Macon County have five-
member seats, so it only takes 
three votes to pass an agenda 
item.  I do not see the need for 
there to be partisan politics in 
our municipal or Board of  Edu-
cation elections.”

However he did say, if  Ra-
leigh has its reasons, then he 
guesses that the counties, school 
boards and municipalities would 
have to abide. 

“But I would be interested 
to hear their thought process 
and reasons,” he said.

On March 30, the bill 
passed in the Senate on the first 
reading and it was referred to 
the Committee on Rules and 
Operations of  the Senate.

Senate Bill 369 – The Fair 
Sales Tax Fairness Act – has got-
ten a lot of  press lately, as it will 
negatively affect the bottomline 
of  many NC municipalities and 
counties, particularly rural or 
small entities.

Sales tax collected at the 
local level and sent to the state 
would be reimbursed to the en-
tities that collected it on a per 
capita basis.

(See Mayor Pat Taylor’s 
message in “Mayor on Duty” on 
page 2 of  this issue.)

SB 369 would severely af-
fect small towns and counties 
in western North Carolina and 
coastal resort areas whose influx 
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526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east

Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

Superintendent Chris Baldwin and 
school Finance Director Angie Cook said the 
increase request comes after the North Caro-
lina Department of  Instruction gave districts 
early predictions on what funds are expected 
to be cut in next year’s budget. 

While compiling the budget request for 
commissioners, Cook had yet to receive a 
planning allotment from the state to use as 
a guide, so the budget was developed with a 
“worst case scenario” in mind. 

One of  the most significant fund-
ing shortfalls expected by the school system 
comes in teacher assistant funding. 

Funds for teacher assistants have yo-yoed 
over the last few years, and while Governor 
Pat McCrory’s proposed budget funds the 
position, the General Assembly continues to 
reduce the line item. To be prepared, Cook 
informed the board that her proposed budget 
was more in line with the House and Senate’s 
view on the position. 

“If  everyone returns to work next year, 
we would have to pick their salaries up out of  
local funds,” explained Baldwin in regards to 
teacher assistants. 

Anticipating a reduction in state dollars, 
Cook presented board members with a bud-
get proposal displaying a $223,430 increase for 
teacher assistant funding. Last year, just over 
$60,000 was used for the position, but with 
another reduction by the state, to keep the 
current staffing levels, which school officials 
described as minimal at best, the local budget 
would need to be increased to about $285,000. 

If  the county does not fund the school 
system’s full budget request, Baldwin present-
ed board members with options as to how 
they would make up for a loss of  funds for 
teacher assistants. 

To cover the state reduction, Baldwin 

told the board that the district could either 
reduce the number of  hours assistants work 
to 30 hours per week and only require them 
to work on instructional days or absorb nine 
positions throughout the district. 

Another personnel issue in the budget 
could cost the county $90,000. 

Last year, state officials gave a $1,000 
across the board raise for all state employees 
-- except for non-instruction support staff  in 
public education. Bookkeepers, maintenance 
workers, custodial staff  and other clerical po-
sitions only received a $500 raise. 

Baldwin explained that he understands 
there may be other priorities in the budget, 
but the district owes it to its staff  to ask the 
county to match the state’s allocation to en-
sure all employees receive the same consider-
ation. The cost to provide the other half  of  
the raise would be $90,000. 

The never ending Driver’s Education 
debate also increased the local budget by 
more than $70,000. Cook explained that as 
it stands, it looks as if  Macon County may 
receive the current annual allotment for the 
program, but in the event it is cut, which is 
a possibility, the local budget would have to 
pick up the program. The local budget al-
ready pays about $40,000 a year for the pro-
gram which covers costs not paid for with 
other dollars. 

If  the program is cut completely, but re-
mains mandatory, that line item would need 
to be bumped up to $108,851.25. 

If  not fully funded by the county, Bald-
win said one option would be to absorb one 
classroom teacher position or raise the fees 
for parents to $225 per student. Right now, 
Macon County charges the maximum $65 
allowed by the state for Driver’s Education. 
To be able to charge students more, the state 
would first have to raise the fee cap. 

The budget was approved and is now in 
the hands of  Derek Roland, Macon County 
Manager. Baldwin told the board that he, 
Cook, and board chair Jim Breedlove would 
be joining other department heads on May 
15 to discuss the budget further with com-
missioners. 

The Dedication Service 
for Goldmine Baptist 

Church Fellowship Hall 
will be 

Sunday, April 26 
at 10 am.

All family and friends 
are welcome. Please 
bring a covered dish.
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FIRST OFF, join six winemakers/owners and Master 
Sommelier Andrea Robinson for the WOMEN of  WINE 
Fashion Show & Luncheon at Highlands Country Club.

11:30 AM
$100 per person

Featuring a Champagne Laurent- Perrier reception followed 
by an informalviewing of  spring's finest fashions from 

Acorns Boutique while tasting wines and lunching with the 
owners/winemakers of  six extraordinary properties.

AND…later that evening, join us on the Terrace at the 
Bascom for the  "Stock Your Cellar" Wine Tasting & 

Market with more than 15 winery principals or winemakers 
and their finest vintages.

6:00 PM
$150 per person

Purchase wines to get your cellar in shape for the Season 
with proceeds going to the Bascom.

Then after tasting, indulge in a little barbecue and bluegrass.
Chef  Chris Hall of  Atlanta's
Local Three will present an 
old fashioned barbecue with 

all the fixin's while 
WellStrung offers the musical 

centerpiece for a perfectly 
delicious evening!

Sip champagne and save 10% when you 
shop at

Acorns after the fashion show.

Special guest of  honor Master 
Sommelier Andrea Robinson

of  the Delta Air Lines Culinary Team
will be on hand to guide guests  

through winery selections to pair 
withChef  Bryant Withers' delectable

lunch menu.

For tickets, contact Events at The Bascom 828.787.2896 or purchase www.CollectiveSpirits.com.
We hope you'll join us!

 To be added to the invitation list, or for additional information about becoming a sponsor for
Collective Spirits, please email events@TheBascom.org.

Thanks to these Corporate Sponsors
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...NUISANCE continued from page 1
gument including some who wanted to see 
the ordinance placed on the ballot, and oth-
ers who wanted nothing to do with added 
regulations. 

The ordinance, which applies to resi-
dences outside of  the city limits of  Franklin 
and HIghlands, is in effect all hours of  the 
day and focuses on loud, unnecessary, and 
disturbing noises. 

By the ordinance’s definition, loud, un-
necessary, and disturbing noise means, “any 
noise intentionally created which because 
of  its volume level, duration, and/or char-
acter, annoys, disturbs, injures, or endangers 
the comfort, health, peace, or safety of  rea-
sonable persons of  ordinary sensibilities in 
the county.”

The new law clearly outlines exam-
ples of  violations by stating that the use 
of  horns or signal devices, radios, stereos, 
sound-producing devices, electronic or me-
chanical devices, or sound amplification 
devices, boisterous language, or shouting in 
a manner such that loud, unnecessary, and 
disturbing noise as defined would each be 
in violation.

In addition to providing examples of  
acts that would be in violation, the ordi-
nance clearly defines exemptions that are 
permitted which include:

a. Necessary noise from normal and 
legal operations of  any industrial operation, 
commercial business, nonprofit organiza-
tion, or governmental facility or function.

b. Noise resulting from the normal 
maintenance and operation(s) of  residential 
and commercial property.

c. Noise resulting from agricultural and 

horticultural operations.
d. Noise resulting from any autho-

rized emergency vehicle or public safety 
vehicle and associated activities conducted 
from the same.

e. Noise resulting from any military, 
law enforcement activities, or educational 
institution of  any federal, state, or local 
government to include military obser-
vance.

f. Noise resulting from emergency 
work necessary to preserve and/or restore 
property to a safe condition following a 
fire, accident, natural disaster, etc. or to 
restore public utilities.

g. Noise from any bell or chime from 
any building clock, school, or church.

h. Noise from lawful fireworks and 
noise makers on holidays and at religious 
ceremonies.

i. Noise created by any public recre-
ational event or public entertainment ac-
tivity.

j. Noise from firearms while being 
used in a lawful and safe manner.

Like other ordinance’s in the county, 
the new measure will be enforced by the 
sheriff ’s department and any person who 
violates any provision of  the ordinance 
will be charged with a class 3 misdemean-
or and fined no more than $500.

Commissioners said that in six 
months the nuisance ordinance will make 
its way back to the agenda to see how it 
has held up and whether or not there have 
been any problems enforcing it. If  neces-
sary, commissioners can adjust the law at 
that time. 

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 
on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd)

NC LMBT #1429

(828) 526-4192

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, 
Manicures, Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

Tanning, too! Walk-Ins Welcome. 

Creative Concepts Salon, Inc.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939

Open: 
Tues-Fri: 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo 
Stylists: Heather D. Escandon 

& Maggie Rogers 
Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
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Because Maturity is a State of Mind Not a Skin Condition We Offer 3 Procedures:
MicroPhototherapy • MicroCurrent • Celluma

Celluma’s 
deeply  

penetrating 
wavelenghts 

kill the bacteria 
that causes 
breakouts, 

while reducing 
the  

inflammation, 
pimples and 
redness as-

sociated with 
acne. A  

reduction in  
lesions and 

overall  
improvement 

in skin  
appearance 

is often seen 
in a matter of 

weeks. 

Celluma’s phototherapy device, uses wavelengths of light 
produced by light emitting diodes (LEDs) to treat multiple 
conditions – acne, anti-aging, pain. 

MicroPhototherapy
With the healing power of light and heat ener-

gy this treatment works deep beneath the surface 
of the skin to give a younger healthier looking ap-
pearance. Soothing pulses of heat work with light 
to lessen sun spots, even out skin tone and smooth 
the texture of your skin with virtually no down time 
or discomfort.

MicroCurrent
Microcurrent aids in reducing the signs of aging 

by utilizing a low level of electricity that mimics our 
own body’s biological current. 

These tiny microcurrent impulses trigger chemi-
cal reactions at a cellular level to enhance the pro-
duction of natural collagen and elastin, provide cir-
culatory benefits, and work directly on the nerves 
and muscle fibers. The result is visible firming and 
smoothing of the skin. It also helps tone facial  
muscles. 

Although you will notice the treatment’s tight-
ening effects immediately, the more significant  
improvement will occur gradually over a period of 
several weeks as the new collagen forms.

What do you 
need to do?

Make a 
4-week commitment 
(2 sessions per week)

Your skin will LOVE it!

NC
LMBT
#1429

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Objects d’art and 

Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

On the  
corner of  

3rd & 
Spring 

(828)
526-4818

of  tourists and second-home owners have 
historically ensured a healthy sales tax re-
turn. Senate Bill 369 would have the sales 
tax returned based on the year-round 
population which is significantly smaller 
than during tourist season.

Meanwhile the NCACC – whose 
longstanding mission is to seek what is 
best for all 100 counties especially in re-
gards to having access to the resources 
they need to survive – is in discussion 
with the leadership in the House and Sen-
ate regarding SB 369 as well as other op-
tions. 

The bill passed its first reading in the 
Senate on March 24, 2015 and was re-
ferred to the Committee on Finance.

According to Mayor Pat Taylor, SB 
369 and SB 650 are examples of  how a 
centralized state government is making 
top down decisions that impact citizens at 
the local level. 

At last Thursday’s special BOE meet-
ing, the School Board signed a letter to 
Senator Jim Davis and Rep. Roger West 
regarding HB 535 – Promoting Charter 
School Success Pilot, too.

This legislation would appropriate 
$2 million over the next two years for the 

...LEGISLATION continued from page 6
purpose of  improving the success of  char-
ter schools in North Carolina.

“While we understand the appeal of  
“school choice,” we consider fully fund-
ing our public schools a priority that takes 
precedent. We feel strongly that all of  our 
students deserve a world class education. 

By publicly funding ‘school choice’ op-
tions, a tiered system of  educational quality 
is virtually assured,” reads the letter. “Ad-
ditionally, we are concerned with the lack 
of  fiscal oversight and accountability asso-
ciated with the ‘school choice’ movement. 
We ask that the funds appropriated for HB 
535 instead be used to restore funding to 

our textbook allocation, or for teacher as-
sistants at the second grade level.”

The bill has just started the gamut. It 
was introduced in the house April 1, 2015 
by Rob Bryan (Rep) District 88, Cecil 
Brockman (Dem) District 60, and Brian 
Brown (Rep) District 9.

– Kim Lewicki

Call for a FREE consultation today!
Sharon Taylor • 828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa & Salon
Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 

on NC 106 (the Dillard Road)
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•Highlands Area Events •
overload. First Tuesday of Every 
Month 7-8 pm. Call Ann for more 
info (828) 369-7385 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets 

at the Jackson County Justice 
Center. For more information, 
visit www.occupywnc.org or call 
828.331.1524 Tuesdays

• READing Paws dog “Bee-
bles” will be at Hudson Library 
every Tuesday at 3:30pm. Please 
call (828)526-3031 to register.

• Free Community Table 
Dinner at the Community Bldg. 
at 6p.

• Zumba at the Rec Park at 
8:05a. $5.

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise 

Class Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday 8:30am-9:30am

• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 
8-9a.

• Zumba at the Rec Park at 
9:05a. $5

1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hud-

son Library at 3:15pm. Call 828-
526-3031 for titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies 

at Hudson Library at 2pm. Call 
828-526-3031 for titles.

Thursdays
• Yoga at the Rec Park 8:15 

a.m. $6 per class.
• Storytimes with Miss 

Deanna at Hudson Library 
10:40am. Open to the public. 

• Weight Watchers support 
group meets every Thursday at 
6pm at the Cashiers Communi-
ty Center. Questions? Call Lisa 
828-506-3555.

• NAMI Support Group for 
individuals dealing with men-
tal illness: depression, bipolar, 
schizophrenia, etc. and the fam-
ily members of individuals deal-
ing with these challenges from 7 
– 8:15 pm. Call Donita for more 
info (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needle-

point Guild meets at the High-
lands Rec Park at 10 a.m. New-
comers welcomed.

3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in 

Franklin: Every 3rd Thursday 
of month, 4:30pm-6pm, Angel 
Medical Center, Video Confer-
ence Room, 3rd Floor, 120 Riv-
erview Street, Contact Majestic 
828-369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in 
Sylva: Every 3rd Thursday of 
month, 7:30am-9am, DaVita Syl-
va Dialysis Center, 655 Asheville 
Highway, Contact Sue 828-631-
0430

Last Fri. of each month
• Community Coffee with 

Mayor Pat Taylor from 11a to 
noon at The Hudson Library.

Sundays 
• At the Mountain Laurel 

Tennis Club at 4:30 pm. Multi-
denominational, Interactive Bi-

Ongoing
• Church of the Incarna-

tion and the First Presbyterian 
Church are collecting food items 
for the Highlands Emergency 
Council and the Food Pantry. 
Drop off boxes are in the Rav-
enel Room at First Presbyterian 
and in the downstairs lobby at 
the Church of the Incarnation. 
Monetary donations also ac-
cepted. Make checks out to 
Highlands MountainTop Rotary.

• The Cub and Boy Scouts 
of America have three drop offs 
for worn and tattered flags. They 
properly retire them. Drop offs 
at Highlands Doors and Win-
dows 2242 Dillard Road, the 
Highlands Fire Station or High-
lands United Methodist Church 
office. Contact Phil Potts for 
more information 828 526-3719

Thurs.-Sun.
• Movies at the Playhouse: 

Thurs-Sunday. 2, 5 & 8 p.m. Call 
526-2685 for weekly movie. 

Monday
• Shortoff Baptist Church 

hosts a non-denominational 
Men’s Meeting the first Monday 
night of each month at 7 pm and 
all men are invited to attend. 

First Tuesdays
• FAMILY and Caregiver 

Support Group Meets: for Indi-
viduals that have a friend, family 
member or loved one living with 
mental illness. Learn how peers 
deal with stress and emotional 

A young woman in a small Mid-Western town goes to a 
traveling carnival one evening, where she is urged by a silent clown 
to visit the carnival’s circus and see The Aerialist, the show’s star 
attraction. She is entranced by The Aerialist, but during his act 
he misses a catch and falls to the ground. She rushes to help 
him, but then the ground beneath them gives way and they fall 
through into the dreamlike world of  Cirque du Soleil. Separated, 
they travel through the different tent worlds trying to find each 
other, interacting with the strange and wonderful performers and 
performances of  Cirque du Soleil.

We are thrilled to be able to offer Cirque du Soleil: Worlds Away 
to local audiences. From the big top to the big screen, visionary 
filmmaker James Cameron and director Andrew Adamson joined 
forces to create a visual cinematic feast for the senses. Viewers will 
have the chance to see a screening of  the live act like never before, 
join the acrobats and aerialists as they soar through the air and feel 
the tension of  the moment as if  you were part of  the show. 

There will be 4 chances to catch this dreamlike attraction: 
April 20 and 21 at 2pm and 5pm. Tickets are only $10 and can be 
bought at the door at the time of  the show or reserved beforehand 
by calling the box office at (828) 526-2695. Full concession service 
will be available. Audience members of  all ages are invited to attend.

The Highlands 
Playhouse 

invites you 
to transport 

yourself…to a 
‘World Away’

On Friday, April 24, Waldo 
Baroque and Friends – an 

ensemble of  baroque musicians 
led by the Bishop of  the Diocese 

of  Upper South Carolina, The Rt. 
Rev. Andrew Waldo – will perform 
for free at the Episcopal Church of  
the Incarnation at 5 p.m. 

Bishop Waldo’s wife and son, 
Mary and James, are part of  the 
group, as well. In addition, Waldo 
Baroque invites talented musicians 
to perform with them. This 
performance will feature Andrew 
and Mary Waldo on baroque 
recorder, James Waldo and Barbara 
Krumbieck on baroque cello, and 
Jared Johnson on harpsichord.  

A reception will follow the 
concert. An offering for the 
Diocese’s work education at Ecole 

Bon Sauveur, an Episcopal School 
in Cange, Haiti will be collected.

The Diocese of  Upper South 
Carolina has been working in Haiti’s 
Central Plateau for 36 years. The 
people of  Cange and the people of  
Upper South Carolina pledged to 
be each other’s people for life. The 
results of  this special relationship 
consist of  a profound improvement 
in education, infrastructure and 
economic development. The 
diocese is joined by many partners - 
religious, corporate and educational 
-including The Episcopal Church 
of  the Incarnation, Highlands, 
which joined in on the work 15 

Free Baroque ensemble concert at Episcopal Church April 24
years ago.

There is an urgent need 
to fund education in Cange, 
Haiti, the largest village of  
the Central Plateau, through 
Ecole Bon Sauveur, built by 
the diocese of  Upper South 
Carolina in the early 1980s. The 
2010 earthquake in Haiti and the 
political instability that followed 
it have made the need ever more 
pressing. Ecole Bon Sauveur is 
one of  the key institutions in 
the area.

Prepare to be amazed at the 
beautiful music you will hear at 
the concert. 
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• See EVENTS page 14

•Highlands Area Events •
ble Study and Fellowship. 

Fri., April 17
• Kindergarten Orienta-

tion at East Franklin Elementary 
at 9 a.m.

• Kindergarten Orienta-
tion at South Macon Elemen-
tary at 9:15 a.m.

• Senior Dinner at the 
Rec Park is Friday at noon. The 
Menu will be Fried Chicken, 
Broccoli and Cheese casserole, 
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, 
rolls and salad.. It’s free.

• WCU’s School of Music 
will present Little Red Rid-
ing Hood...a Children’s Opera 
at 3 p.m. in Coleman Hall of 
the First Presbyterian Church. 
There will also be a 1 p.m. per-
formance for Highlands School 
children K-4. The performance 
is free.

• Free Oyster Roast at 
The Bascom to celebrate the 
Pottery Studio expansion from 
6-10p

Sat., April 18
• The Highlands Plateau 

Greenway will conduct its 
monthly work day from 9a– 
noon this Saturday. If you are in-
terested in participating, please 
email Ran Shaffner at highlands-
greenway@nctv.com or leave a 
message at 828-526-5622. We’ll 
meet at the large upper park-
ing lot (near the pool entrance) 
in the Recreation Park at 9 AM 
for a brief orientation session, 
and you will be furnished with 
the necessary tools and safety 
equipment.

• The Nantahala Hiking 
Club will take an easy-to-mod-
erate hike, elevation change 
600 ft., to High Falls/ Thurston 
Hatcher Falls in Jackson County 
with wildflowers along the trail 
and a dramatic dam release that 
day exciting thing to see. Meet 
at Cashiers Recreation Park 
at 9 am, drive 18 miles round 
trip. Call leader Jody Burtner, 
828-788-2985, for reservations. 
Hike limited to 10 people. 

• The Nantahala Hiking 
Club will take a moderate-to-
strenuous 5-mile hike to Windy 
Falls, a seldom visited falls on 

Horse Pasture River in Gorges 
State Park. Elevation change is 
700 ft. with steep descent the last 
¼ mile. Meet at Cashiers Rec-
reation Park at 10 am, drive 40 

miles round trip. Call leader Mike 
Kettle, 828-743-1079, for reserva-
tions.

Sun., April 19

The Martin Lipscomb Performing Arts Center Youth 
Theater production is coming up on its eighth year and it 
doesn’t show any signs of  slowing down. This year they will 
SPOTLIGHT TWO: One Act plays that will be sure to knock 
your socks off. 

To start things off, the PAC Youth Theater will present a 
farce comedy for all of  the single ladies. There will be a special 
guest speaker, Miss Georgina Quackenbush, a single woman 
herself, and her demonstrators. These people will help to teach 
us how to capture and keep a husband. Will Ms. Quackenbush 
have every one of  her demonstrators running for the nearest exit, 
or will the night go as planned? 

In the second performance, a scientist by the name of  Dr. 
Henning will take three test subjects and assign them each a spot 
in a room. Each person’s place has one thing that the other two 
don’t, but none of  the people knows what they have. What will 
they do when they want more space in the room? To learn that, 
come down to the Performing Arts Center and find out. 

The production stars area students from Blue Ridge, 
Highlands and those who are home schooled. Directed by Dr. 
Ronnie Spilton, the times of  the performances are as follows:

• Student Performance: Wednesday, April 22, 10 am & 1pm 
(no charge for the Wednesday performances) 

• Thursday - Sunday, April 23-26.  Evening Performances: 
7:30pm Sunday Matinee: 2:30pm 

Tickets for adults are $10 and $5 for students. They are 
available online at highlandspac.org or by calling the Performing 
Arts Center: 828.526.9047

PAC Youth Theater presents 
‘Spotlight Two’ April 23-26

W i l d -
f l o w e r 
Whimsy will 
take place 
this May 
8-9 at the 
High lands 
B io log ica l 
Station in 
celebration 
of  our trea-
sured spring 
wildflowers. 
Each spring, 
before the 
forests fill with lush, green 
leaves - and the taste of  a harsh 
and gray winter still lingers - the 
mountains offer a reprieve: a 
wild garden of  spring wildflow-
ers buried in the leaf  litter of  
the forest floor erupts with qui-
et color. Characterized by low 
growing and delicate flowers, 
this fleeting world is easily un-
seen if  you’re not looking for it, 
as these particular flowers must 
bloom, fruit, and go to seed 
before the leaves of  the trees 
fill in the canopy and block the 
sunlight. Many of  these plants 
will go back into dormancy in 
a matter of  weeks – or days – 
until next spring. 

The science behind the 
timing of  these ephemeral flow-
ers is also delicate, fleeting, and 
beautiful. Complex interactions 
between environmental and 
biological factors – the charac-
ter of  the winter, temperature 
above and below ground, mois-
ture, humidity, slope, altitude, 
and wind, and insect pollinator 
emergence – are responsible for 
this burst of  activity, but bal-
ance is essential. The uncertain-
ty of  spring wildflowers in the 
May woods makes the discov-
ery of  new blooms so precious. 

Whether you daydream 
of  sweeping patches of  trout 

lilies and 
beds of  
bloodroot 
to stave off  
the win-
ter blues, 
or you’re 
c u r i o u s 
about this 
d i m i n u -
tive world, 
Wildflower 
W h i m s y 
p r o m i s e s 
to deliver. 

This celebration will deepen 
your appreciation of  spring 
ephemerals, sharpen your ob-
servation skills, and show you 
some of  our favorite places to 
discover wildflowers. On Friday 
evening, May 8th, whet your pal-
ette with heavy hors d’oeuvres, a 
wine reception and native plant 
auctions after a lecture on native 
plants and pollinators by Nancy 
Adamson of  the Xerces Society 
at 5:30pm. The next morning at 
10am, expand your knowledge 
on a guided wildflower walk 
- choose your walk from our 
handpicked selection of  favorite 
places to seek out new blooms 
with local and regional experts. 

All proceeds from this 
event benefit the Highlands 
Biological Foundation, which 
supports the three pillars of  the 
Highlands Biological Station: 
the Nature Center, Botanical 
Garden, and Laboratory. Our 
shared mission is to foster re-
search and education focused 
on the rich natural heritage of  
the Highlands Plateau. Mem-
bers of  the Foundation receive 
a discount on tickets. For more 
information about Wildflower 
Whimsy, visit www.highlandsbi-
ological.org/wildflower-whim-
sy/ or call (828) 526-2221.

Wildflower Whimsy at Highlands 
Biological Station May 8 & 9
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•Highlands Area Events •
• Missionaries from Tur-

key, Jesse and Kimmy Ward, 
will share their church planting 
experiences in a country that 
is 99.9% Muslim at the Multi-
denominational Bible Study on 
Sunday.  The presentation be-
gins at 6 pm and will take place 
at the Mountain Laurel Tennis 
Club.  Covered dish fellowship 
will follow the presentation.  All 
Welcome!

• At PAC, Live HD Se-
ries, Ivan the Terrible, 12:55 
p.m.,Adults $20, Students, $10, 
PAC Members, $17. Tickets 
available onine at highlandspac.
org or by clling 828-526-9047

• The Nantahala Hiking 
Club will take an easy-one-mile 
hike around the lake at Black 

Rock Mt. State Park, drive up to 
the Visitor Center for views of 
Clayton and surrounding moun-
tains and visit a smallnature mu-
seum. Share a parking fee of $4. 
Meet at Westgate Plaza in Frank-
lin at 2:00, drive 15 miles round 
trip. Call leader Kay Coriell, 369-
6820, for reservations. 

Mon. -Tues, April 20 & 21
• At The Highlands Play-

house, Cirque de Soleil: Worlds 
Away 2 and 5 p.m. Tickets are 
$10. Buy them at the box office. 
Or call 828-526-2695 

Tues., April 21
• Kindergarten Orientation 

at Nantahala Elementary at 6 p.m.
Thurs.-Sun., April 23-26
• PAC’s Youth Theatre will 

present Spotlight on 2 One Acts: 

A Game and How to Capture & 
Keep a Husband. 7:30 p.m. in the 
evenings and 2:30 p.m., Sunday 
matinee. Adults are $10 and stu-
dents are $5. Call 828-526-9047 
for tickets. 

Thurs., April 23
• Kindergarten Orientation 

at Highlands School at 10 a.m.
Fri., April 24
• Kindergarten Orientation 

at Iotla Valley Elementary at 8:30 
a.m.

• Kindergarten Orientation 
at Cartoogechaye Elementary at 
9 a.m.

Fri., April 24
• Community Coffee with 

Mayor Patrick Taylor is at the 
Hudson Library in the Meeting 
Room from 11a to noon. This 
month he will be discussing and 
answering questions about the 
budget. Coffee with the mayor is 
on the last Friday of each month

• Waldo Baroque and 
Friends will perform a free con-
cert at the Episcopal Church of 
the Incarnation in Highlands on at 
5 pm.  A reception will follow the 
concert. An offering for the Dio-
cese’s work education at Ecole 
Bon Sauveur, an Episcopal School 
in Cange, Haiti will be collected. 

Sat. April 25
• Gorge Cleanup from 9:30a 

to 2p. This year’s cleanup will be 
in honor of the late Jacpot who 
started the clean up many years 
ago. After the clean up there will 
be a cook out at Cliffside Lake. 
To volunteer call Jennifer Cun-
ningham at the Highlands Visitor 
Center at 828-526-2112.

• The Nantahala Hiking 
Club will take a moderate-to-
strenuous 9.5 mile hike, eleva-
tion change 1200 ft., to Palmer 
Creek in the Smoky Mtns. Park 
in the Cataloochee area, follow-
ing the creek all the way up. Meet 
at Waynesville Ingles at 9am, drive 
40 miles round trip from Waynes-
ville. Call leader Keith Patton, 
828-456-8895. Visitors welcome, 
no dogs please.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club 
will take a very strenuous 10.6 

mile hike, elevation change 2700 
ft., to Cold Mountain in the Shin-
ing Rock Wilderness, part of the 
Dirty Dozen Wilderness Hike 
Challenge, beginning and return-
ing to the Daniel Boone Boy 
Scout Camp. Meet in the old 
WalMart parking lot near KFC 
at 8 am. Drive 80 miles round 
trip. Call leaders Bill/Sharon Van 
Horn, 828-369-1983, for reser-
vations. Limit of eight hikers. No 
dogs please.

Sun., April 26
• The Dedication Service for 

Goldmine Baptist Church Fel-
lowship Hall will be Sunday, April 
26, 2015 at 10:00 am. All family 
and friends are welcome. Please 
bring a covered dish.

Through, Sat., May 8
• The Highlands Cub Scout 

Pack 207 will be collecting items 
for the Appalachian Animal Res-
cue Center. Drop items off at 
the Highlands United Methodist 
Church on Main Street. For a list 
of items needed, call 828-200-
9753.

Saturday, May 2
• Macon County Public 

Health will hold several Rabies 
Vaccination Clinics in the High-
lands area on Saturday. Area 
veterinarians will vaccinate dogs, 
cats, and ferrets over 4 months 
of age, as required by NC state 
law. The cost is $10 (cash only) 
per pet and all pets should be 
kept in vehicles, on leashes, or in 
carriers. In Highlands: Highlands 
Conference Center 9am – 10:30 
am Highlands Cashiers Animal 
Clinic. In Scaly Mountain: At the 
Post Office 11 am – noon High-
lands Cashiers Animal Clinic.

Monday, May 4
• The Rotary Club of High-

lands will sponsor their 26th An-
nual Rotary Golf Tournament at 
historic Highlands County Club. 
Entrance fee is $150, with lunch 
and refreshments, as well as nu-
merous prizes. All golfers are 
welcome for a day of golf and 
fun. Contact Joyce Baillargeon at 
(828) 526-0501 or Slocum How-
land at (828) 526-9097 for an ap-

plication. All proceeds support 
community Rotary programs. 

Fri. & Sat., May 8-9
• Wildflower Whimsy at 

the Highlands Biological Station. 
5:30-8:30p on Friday and 10a to 
2p on Saturday. This is an annual 
fundraiser for the Highlands 
Biological Station, the umbrella 
organization for the Botani-
cal Garden and Nature Center. 
Tickets are $75 for members 
and $100 for non-members. 
Available at highlandsbiological.
org/wildflower-whimsey/

Fri.-Sun., May 8-10
• Love Letters at The High-

lands Playhouse at 2 p.m. each 
day. Tickets are $25. Call 828-
526-2695.

Tues. & Thurs., May 12- 
14

• At CLE, iPad Basics from 
6-8 p.m. Cost is $70 mem-
bers/$80 for nonmembers. To 
register, call 828-526-8811 or 
email clehighlands@yahoo.com

Friday, May 15
• Collective Spirits celebra-

tion at The Bascom. Women of 
Wine Fashion Show and Lun-
cheon at Highlands Country 
Club at 11:30 a.m. $100 per per-
son. Featuring a champagne re-
ception followed by an informal 
viewing of springs finest fashions 
from Acorns Boutique while 
tasting wines and lunching with 
the owners of six extraordinary 
properties. At 6 p.m., Stock Your 
Cellar Wine Tasting and Market 
on the terrace at The Bascom. 
Tickets are $150 per person. 
The purchase of wines will ben-
efit The Bascom. After the tast-
ing it’s BBQ and Bluegrass with 
Chef Christ Hall of Atlanta’s Lo-
cal Three. Tickets are available 
by phone at 828-787-2895 or at 
www.CollectiveSpirits.com 

Tues. & Thurs., May 19 
-21

• At CLE, iPAD Advanced 
from 6-8 p.m. Cost is $70 mem-
bers/$80 for nonmembers. To 
register, call 828-526-8811 or 
email clehighlands@yahoo.com

Western Carolina University’s School of  Music will present a free 
children’s opera, Little Red Riding Hood by Seymour Barab at 3pm on 
Friday, April 17. The performance will take place in First Presbyte-
rian Church’s Coleman Hall – and will be directed by Dr. Mary Kay 
Bauer and musically directed by Dr. Bradley Martin, both faculty 
members in the WCU School of  Music. 
Actors in the opera are all voice students in the WCU School of  
Music. All area children (and adults too) are invited to attend. There 
will also be a 1pm performance in Coleman Hall to accommodate 
Highlands School children in grades K-4.
 The story of  Little Red Riding Hood is charming. It is filled with 
goodness and with evil, and of  course a happy ending! The music 
is delightful and fun and fast paced. Both children and adults will 
enjoy this performance.
 First Presbyterian Church is located at the corner of  Main and 
Fifth Streets. Handicap entrances are located on Fifth Street and 
on Church Street.

Little Red Riding Hood 
Children’s Opera is Fri., April 17
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• Investing at 4,118 Ft. •

828-743-0900

Falling Waters... is a newer 
well maintained 52 acre community 
just 2.8 miles from Main St. Highlands.
Secluded but not remote, no road 
noise, no thru traffic...peaceful, quiet 
and private.

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address:  

78 Black Bear Trace  
Highlands, NC 28741

From Main St. take NC 106 toward 
Dillard. 1.8 miles turn R on Mt. Laurel 
Dr., 3 tenths mile, turn L on Moonlight. 

Entrance is on the R
highlandsnchomesites.com

www.highlandsnchomesites.com 
828-508-9952

Falling Waters

The land is well forested and gentle, 
easy building sites and a pleasant place 
to walk. Two waterfalls and several 
creeks add charm and interest to many 
home sites. Paved roads, Underground 
utilities & Gated.

Would love to build BUT......
Neil & Paula Van Hoogen (the develop-
ers) can help. We are knowledgable, ex-
perienced and love the building process. 
We can assist with the many decisions, 
choices and options. In your absence, 
we will be your eyes and ears watching 
out for your best interest. Let’s explore 
the possibilities!

Jody Lovell
828-526-4104

highlandssir.com

A family friend, Allison Entrekin, 
just wrote an amazing article about 
Highlands in Southbound Maga-

zine entitled “Highlands Hits Its Stride.” 
The theme is based on Highlands becom-
ing a year-round destination for the young 
and upwardly mobile as well as a summer 
retreat for wealthy retirees and their fami-
lies.  Described as a “cocoon” that swelled 
in population from 1,200 to 30,000 during 
the summers and contracted after Labor 
Day, Allison observes correctly that there 
is now a shift from a secret summer en-
clave to a popular year-round destination. 

The background of  Highlands is 
accurately described from Kelsey and 
Hutchinson’s sleepy epicenter from North 
to South with the catalyst for change be-
ing Art and Angela Williams’ commitment 
to creating a luxury, European–style hotel 
in the heart of  Highlands.  The undeni-
able success of  their vision has resulted in 
Conde Nast Traveler recently naming The 
Old Edwards Inn the fourth-best hotel in 
the country, forty-fifth in the world and 
the best overall in the South. This well-
deserved acclaim attracts people from 
all over the world who never would have 
heard of  Highlands.

Quoting a young devotee in her for-
ties, the article observes that the wedding 
business fills the town with twenty and 
thirty-somethings who return to vacation 
after attending a weekend event. “Ten 
years ago, most folks in Highlands were 
between fifty-five and seventy: today, the 
majority is between thirty-five and fifty.” 
Allison correctly comments that the older 
crowd hasn’t left nor been alienated, but 
that a younger layer has arrived. 

My favorite quote in the article is 
from Art Williams who says “The town’s 
soul still feels the same. It’s still a neat, old, 
wacky Main Street. It’s not a museum. It’s 
a real, live place where real, live people 
work and live.” Working here now going 
on fifteen years, I can attest to this positive 
growth in the real estate community. Just 
last week, a couple from Minneapolis made 
an appointment for a tour. They carefully 
analyzed all fifty states for retirement and 
chose North Carolina as their top state. As 
soon as they started to discuss North Car-
olina, friends and colleagues insisted they 
visit Highlands.  After just one day, they 
espoused that our community exceeded all 
of  their expectations!

Based on all of  this positive energy 
and attention, 2015 should be a record-
setting year for “investing on the Plateau.”

Highlands Hits Its Stride

See the entire article in Southbound 
Magazine http://www.atlantamagazine.
com/southbound-articles/highlands-hits-
its-stride/

• Jody and Wood Lovell own High-
lands Sotheby’s International Realty, the 
top-producing brokerage firm in High-
lands in 2014.  With two locations, one at 

the entrance of  Cullasaja Club and one in 
The Old Edwards’ Inn Complex, they will 
be moving their downtown location to the 
new Bryson building at the corner of  Main 
Street and Highway 64. They and their 
team of  19 brokers can be reached at (828) 
526-4104.
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...HOSPITAL  continued from page 1
good for the hospital, its em-
ployees, and the community, the 
alliance, says Ring, though tur-
bulent as any transition often is, 
is working out for the best.

Hospital Foundation board 
member and retired orthopedic 
surgeon Slocum Howland un-
derstands some of  the challeng-
es but he and Ring see a bright 

future for H-C Hospital. 
“The landscape of  medicine 

is changing, especially for small 
hospitals in rural communities,” 
said Howland.  “I think the affilia-
tion with Mission is good for H-C 
Hospital and the community.”

For one thing the hospital 
has no debt and instead of  con-
sistently losing $3 million a year, 
it’s now only losing a little over $1 
million. 

“Of  course the hope now is 
that the hospital will break even 
from now on or that Mission will 
subsidize it so that it will do OK,” 
he said.

Fundraising is still necessary 
– though not for operational ex-
penses or to keep the doors open 
as in the past. 

According to Howland, the 
foundation now raises money for 
three things only: primary care – 
so the hospital can attract physi-
cians to the area and perhaps sub-
sidize their practices until they get 
on their feet; to update equipment 
to ensure reliable diagnostics 
and to refurbish the Emergency 
Room (ER).

Recruiting and keeping Pri-
mary Care Physicians is difficult 
all over the country because they 
don’t make as much money as 
specialists, so that is a prime goal 
of  Mission Health and H-C Hos-
pital.

“We also want to always have 
the latest state-of-the-art diagnos-

tic abilities and we want to make 
the bays in the ER more private, 
not just separated by a curtain,” 
he said.

A key component to the 
Mission/H-C Hospital alliance 
is the telemedicine capabilities 
which are available via the T-1 line 
that connects Highlands to Mis-
sion; and this is often used in the 
ER.

“It means access to a special-
ist who can actually see you and 
talk to you to establish the state of  
health first-hand from miles away. 
It’s an instant consultation,” said 
Howland.

The ability to see and talk to 
both the patient and the ER doc-
tor and see the results of  the tests 
already administered, means no 
down time, no travel time; just im-
mediate attention and care by an 
expert in a particular field.

Once the specialist telecom-
municates with the patient and 
doctors, the staff  both here and 
afar can decide if  the patient 
needs bed care at H-C Hospital or 
something more. If  it’s something 
more it means an ambulance 
or helicopter ride to Mission in 
Asheville. 

“For a rural community it’s 
phenomenal. This means access 
to a specialist without leaving 
town,” said Howland.

But when it’s not something 
more, it’s important to have a hos-
pital with beds for those patients 
who doctors determine need at-

tention but not necessarily a trip 
to Asheville.

That’s why H-C Hospital 
won’t become an expanded ER or 
triage unit.

One thing Howland stressed 
was the fact that it was the hos-
pital board who decided to close 
the surgery unit at H-C Hospital, 
not Mission.

Running a hospital is a busi-
ness and if  there isn’t enough 
business to justify a surgery cen-
ter and the doctors to staff  it full 
time, it just made good business 
sense to close it, said Howland.

“We had eight surgeries in a 
month. That’s just not enough. 
Doctors have to stay busy to keep 
their skills honed,” he said. “So, 
it’s good news that this hospital 
has aligned itself  with Mission; it’s 
good for the hospital and it’s good 
for the community.”

The truth is, in the past many 
people in the community chose to 
have surgeries and procedures at 
Mission before H-C Hospital was 
affiliated with it, as well as at Har-
ris Regional Hospital simply be-
cause it was less expensive. How-
land and Ring suggest that may 
have been true, but the affiliation 
has changed things.

Ring echoed much of  How-
land’s sentiment about the future 
and the affiliation but spoke from 
a nurse’s point of  view.

“Mission gives us the depth 
and clinical expertise which is 

huge for a small hospital. Mis-
sion has been tremendously 
supportive and I wouldn’t have 
come here if  Mission’s mission 
wasn’t in line with mine which is 
patient quality,” she said.

As president she is working 
to bring specialized services to 
Highlands by drawing from the 
Mission Health system.

“It’s true that we don’t do 
surgeries that would require 
general anesthesia, but there are 
many surgical procedures we 
can do in our surgery like colo-
noscopies even ophthalmology 
procedures. I am working with a 
number of  specialists in the Mis-
sion Health system about com-
ing to Highlands a couple of  
days a week,” she said. “I want 
to build this back up and bring 
as many health services as pos-
sible to the community so there 
is access whether here, or by 
telemedicine, or at Mission.”

She agreed that transition 
and change are hard but these 
changes had to take place to 
keep the hospital viable. 

“Yes, this represents a 
change in the way services will 
be delivered, but they will still be 
available,” she said.

Ring is currently looking 
for nurse practitioners and pri-
mary care physicians but is ex-
periencing what other recruiters 
have experienced for decades – 
it’s hard to recruit doctors and 
nurses to the hospital because 
it’s too expensive to live in High-
lands. And hopefully that’s how 
the Hospital Foundation can 
help.

“For instance, because of  
the cost of  living here, the hos-
pital was using travel nurses to 
fill positions, but they get paid 
double. So there are cost con-
cerns. I’m trying to work out a 
solution to that. If  I can limit 
costs and keep good care in this 
community, I will be happy.”

Ring has a slew of  degrees 
and certifications – MBA/MHA, 
RN, FACHE, and NEA-C but 
under it all she’s a nurse fore-
most and is straightforward, up 
front and genuine when she says 
it’s the community she wants to 
provide and care for.

– Kim Lewicki 

Jackie Ring
President/Chief Nursing 

Officer
H-C Hospital
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• Highlands School Spring Sports Teams•

GOLF: Coach Kyle Gabbard, Austin Nichols, Kyle Gabbard, Brent Amundrud, Johnny 
Lupoli, not pictured Davis Moore.

TENNIS: Max Renfro, Harrison Renfro, Kyle Iezzi, Tucker Johnson, Jackson Hall, 
Chandler Stolzfus. (Not all are pictured.)

MS TRACK: Taj Roman, Jaden Hames, Freddie Lopez, Abbey Olivera, Gracie Forrester, 
Marylin Valero, Julia Egler, Pablo Jimenez, Jonathan Miller

VARSITY TRACK: Montana McElroy, Remy Adrian, Christopher Benton, Cole Drum-
monds, Carter Potts, Jose Jimenez, David Rogers, Kyle Dorsey

Highlands School Senior Davis Moore 
signed his national letter of  intent to run 
track and cross country at Lee Univer-
sity on Wednesday, April 15 at Highlands 
School. 

Moore said he decided to attend Lee 
University after visiting the campus and 
meeting the track coach.  

“The school stood out in that it places 
a high emphasis on distance running,” he 
said. “They have an impressive cross coun-
try and track program full of  talented run-
ners. I am excited and honored to have the 
opportunity to join them.”

Moore’s track coach Ryan Kean at 
Highlands School said Moore’s rise to the 
top is pretty amazing. 

“Believe it or not, Davis has only been 
running competitively at Highlands for the 
last school year. So the fact that he is sign-
ing on to an NCAA Division II school with 
a reputable athletics program with such a 

small time frame to establish his own reputa-
tion is something to be proud of,” he said.

Kean said characteristics he displayed in 
the classroom were seen on the field, as well.

“He was my student before my athlete, 
and I was always impressed with the work 
ethic and enthusiasm he brought to the 
classroom and I’m glad to say that those 
same characteristics carry on into races. He 
is as disciplined and as motivated as they 
come,” he said. “It is nice to see his character 
being recognized in such a way.” 

Lee University is in Cleveland, TN and 
is said to be emerging as a leader in higher 
education in the southeastern region. Ac-
cording to U.S. News & World Report the 
Christian institution is consistently ranked in 
the “Top Tier” in the south.

Pictured with Davis is his family and 
Coach Ryan Kean and Highlands Roadrun-
ner member Morris Williams.

– Kim Lewicki

Moore signs with Lee University

Photo by Ann Porter

Photos by Kim Lewicki
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 9:15a Christian Education at Buck’s Coffee Cashiers 

Crossroads; 10:30a Faithful, Family Service w/ Music & 
Communion. 

Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, Holy 
Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 

Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer
Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor
220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741

Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 

Choir 5 pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-

9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 

7pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-

9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-369-9270 or 828-293-5197

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16• Spiritually Speaking •

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Jesus arisen to fear

Father Jim Murphy
Christ Anglican Church

Cashiers

When my bride and I were married nearly three 
decades ago, we made a pact with each other. 
We agreed that neither of  us would egregious-

ly surprise the other. Both of  us were “surprise averse” 
you might say, especially when said surprise was anything 
other than private. We didn’t like exposure to situations 
where the “unknown” might be encountered, indeed, we 
feared them.

Our distaste for the unknown has not changed dur-
ing our lives and I think that most folks can identify with 
that. Sure there are the thrill seekers and adrenaline junk-
ies that feed off  of  mystery and darkness, but the vast 
majority of  us have a high level of  appreciation for hav-
ing everything out in the light. “What you see is what you 
get” is a simply fine state of  being for me and most, thank 
you very much!

That being the case, it is understandable that the 
folks who went to Jesus’ tomb in the wee hours of  the 
first Easter morning were fearful, disbelieving and afraid. 
Whether it was the women who went early to attend to 
Jesus’ remains or the disciples who later learned of  the 
mysterious disappearance of  the Lord’s body, fear and 
disbelief  were their early reactions. Indeed, on multiple 
post-resurrection occasions when people found them-
selves in the presence of  the risen Savior, there was more 
often than not disbelief  and a heightened degree of  anxi-
ety. Even after he had told them that all this would hap-
pen.

Yet, who could blame them? For the most part, we 
all have a little of  Missouri in us. When push comes to 
shove, many of  us live in a kind of  “Show Me” state. 
We like surety, we demand proof, just like the Apostle 
Thomas did. Truth to tell, we prefer to be our own eye-
witnesses.

Compounding the difficulty with believing that 
Christ was raised from the dead is a certain amount of  
cultural baggage that humanity has carried throughout its 
history. We’re all raised in a culture where we’re taught 
that death has the final say. That no one cheats death, it’s 
the end. How could anyone believe that Jesus was alive?

That is where faith in God comes in. The faith that 
Jehovah exists, to be sure! The faith that the risen Re-
deemer is Light and that in him there is no darkness at 
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•Fire Report•

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• Single Visit Crowns  
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue Dept. log entries 
from April 7 .

April 7
• At 3:06 p.m., the dept. in-

vestigated a call about smoke in 
the area of Satulah Falls Lane.

April 8
• At 2:56 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm on Main 

Street.
• At 5:55 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Wyanoak Road. The patient was 
transported to the hospital.

• At 7:45 p.m., the dept. stood-
by for the MAMA helicopter at the 
hospital.

• At 7:51 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to Highlands Plaza.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING  
continued from page 18

• At 11:27 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a fire alarm at a 
residence on Flat Mountain Road. 
There was no problem.

April 9
• At 8:19 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a medical alarm 
from a residence on Old Walhalla 
Road that was a false alarm.

April 12

• At 7:45 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid the Scaly Fire 
Dept.

April 13
• At 6:26 a.m., the dept. pro-

vided mutual aid the the Cashiers 
Fire Dept.

all, certainly! The faith to have 
complete confidence in what the 
Holy Spirit has spoken, without 
a doubt! Faith carries us past the 
unknown. If  the Lord God Al-
mighty is who he says he is in his 
Word, that all things were cre-
ated by him and adhere in him, 
whereby anything and every-
thing is possible with him, then 
believing is our only legitimate 
response. If  what we discern of  
him in the world around us cor-
roborates the testimony of  his 
Word, then faith in him as true 
and trustworthy is the only vi-
able option left for us. 

All throughout the history 
of  the world God and Jesus have 
repeatedly told us, in no uncer-
tain terms, through both word 

and deed, that he would of  neces-
sity rise from the dead. That God 
his Father and ours, is the master 
of  the universe, not Satan or the 
evil that causes the fear of  the un-
known and the disbelief  that is so 
prevalent. 

Surprised though they may 
have been at first, the women and 
disciples overcame their fear with 
faith in Christ Jesus. It all came 
together for them as they entered 
into the life that the Savior’s res-
urrection guaranteed them and 
guarantees we who believe. Are 
you fearful of  the unknown? Do 
you still think that death has the 
final say? There is still time to 
discard unbelief  for the faith that 
gives life abundantly.

April 14
• At 1:20 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to Highlands 
Plaza.

• At 2:39 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Owl Gap Road.

expected a rebuilding year.”
This season there are three 

seniors and three juniors, with the 
remaining 13 players all being un-
derclassmen. However, after just a 
few games in, the older upperclass-
men are doing well and leading the 
younger players. 

“With that strong leadership, 
the younger players have been able 
to step into their own roles and 
these Lady Highlanders are really 

playing well,” said Weller. “We have 
already beaten Pisgah HS(twice), 
Brevard(twice), Rabun Gap away as 
well as others. Our only two losses 
have been to Habersham Central, 
which is a school of  almost 2,000 
students in high school in Mt Airy, 
GA. We also were able to beat 
Towns County 2-1 at their place 
for the first time since I have been 
coaching at Highlands. Last year we 
beat them at home, but we had not 

beaten them on their field prior to 
this year.”

Coach Weller said he’s very ex-
cited moving forward this season. 

“We are at about our half  way 
point in the regular season, and I see 
even better things to come,” he said.

– Kim Lewicki

...SOCCER continued from page 1

through enabling state legisla-
tion. At one point this enabling 
legislation from Raleigh gave 
local governments broad pow-
ers, but slowly but surely there 
has been mounting restrictions 
placed on local governments.  

Senate Bill 369 --The Fair 
Sales Tax Fairness Act is an ex-
ample of  how a centralized state 
government is making top down 
decisions that impact citizens at 
the local level. Legislators want 
to help themselves in resolving a 

state budget deficit and pass their 
problems down to the local level. 
Maybe it is time to reassess the 
top down Dillion’s Principle and 
consider the grassroots principle 
of  home rule.

...MAYOR continued from page 2
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.

Whiteside 
Cove  

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the 

hemlocks on 25 acres at 
the base of Whiteside 

Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

J&M Towing  
Service

Local and Long Distance Hauls
526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

24-Hour 

Towing

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045
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SERVICE DIRECTORY/
BUSINESS CARD ADS

$17 per week BW
$22 per week Color

•Business/Organization News•

Come to the shop 
for books and  

puzzles at 
The Falls on Main
Proceeds benefit the 

Hudson Library

‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook  • Kevin Pickett LLC

Open 7 days a week 
Mon. - Fri. 9a to 7p • Sat. & Sun. 9a to 5p

Reasonable Self-Pay Prices

828-526-0008 155 Main Street • Wright Sq.

Accept most insurances including Medicaid and Medicare

Laurel Garden Club elects 2015 officers

The 2015 officers of  the Laurel Garden Club are pictured from left: Lila Howland, president; Brenda Manning, second 
vice president/membership; Nancy Parker, treasurer; Mary Guy Gunn, first vice president/program co-chairwoman; 
Sally Caffery, corresponding secretary; Minnie Bob Campbell, recording secretary; and Jane Webb La Cagnina, first 
vice president/program co-chairwoman. The purposes of  the Laurel Garden Club are to aid in the protection and 
conservation of  the our natural resources, encourage civic beauty and roadside beautification, stimulate the fine art of  
gardening, and enable cooperation with other organizations furthering the interest of  horticulture and conservation.

MountainTop Rotary meets with 
Assistant Governor, Kenny Nicholson

Rotary’s new district Assistant Governor, Kenny Nichol-
son, attended the MountainTop Rotary meeting on April 
8. Kenny will be taking over for departing Assistant Gov-
ernor Jody Cook on July 1, 2015. Kenny has an education 
background and has been a Rotarian for several years. He 
is excited to serve our district in this capacity. Pictured 
from left: Kenny Nicholson and Bill Zoellner. 
The Mountaintop Rotary Club meets every Wednesday 
morning at 7:30 am at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
lower level Dining Room.

828-369-0436 OR 828-421-0067
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
CHEF NEEDED FOR CREEK-

SIDE RESTAURANT IN HIGH-
LANDS. Experience, creativity and en-
thusiasm are necessary. Call Bob for an 
interview, 828-526-9822. (st. 2/26)

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
is accepting applications for full-time posi-
tions as a coffee/ barista server. Contact 
Don at 828-526-2400.

WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT 
now hiring experienced waitstaff and line 
cook. Please call Jacque at 828.526.3807 
(st. 2/29)

FULL TIME GRILL AND PIZZA 
POSITIONS available at Mountain Fresh 
Grocery. Please apply in person or email 
jobs828@gmail.com 

LOCAL CHURCH SEEKS FINAN-
CIAL MANAGER/BOOKKEEPER – 
Community Bible Church is hiring a full-time 
financial manager and bookkeeper. Interested 
parties can submit resumes to CBCFinan-
ceResumes@gmail.com Job responsibilities 
will include accounts payable and receivable, 
budget tracking, payroll, financial reports, 
banking, insurance management, and asset 
tracking. Full and working knowledge of 
QuickBooks and Excel is required. Aware-
ness of specific accounting and reporting 
requirements for churches is a plus. Salary 
determined by level of experience. (st. 2/15)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
SMALL BUSINESS, GREAT LO-

CATION. tons of goodwill, Retail ready. 
Under valued! $5,000. Call 828-526-2801 or 
404-550-1565. (3/19-4/30)

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
LOVELY DECORATOR FUR-

NISHED 3 BR, 3 BA condo in Highlands 
Cove at the Old Edwards Club. Screened 
porch, hardwood floors, stone fireplace, 
large master and huge closet. Lower level. 
828-200-9179. (st. 4/16) 

DAYLIGHT BASEMENT APART-
MENT on beautiful Cheney Lane; fully fur-
nished 1 bedroom/1 bath; great room with 
wood-burning fireplace, kitchen and dining 
area; $675 monthly; no smoking, no pets. 
Call 828-787-2324. (st. 4/9)

HOME FOR RENT: Three Bedroom 
home, 3 miles from town. Beautiful terrace 
and yard, pond and mountain views. Avail-
able seasonally or year round. Call 828-421-
4681 (st. 2/29) 

SAPPHIRE NC. Partitioned Home 
for lease - 2 Bedroom (mountain views) 
with 2-car Garage. Easy access Sapphire 
NC. 561-346-6400 (11/20)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
APPROXIMATELY 1,500 SQ. FT. of 

WANTED
RESPONSIBLE MALE, employed 

locally 12 years, seeking room in house or 
similar near town. May-Nov. Flexible. 772-
321-0881. (st. 3/26)

HELP WANTED
POTPOURRI BOUTIQUE 

STORES IN HIGHLANDS AND 
CASHIERS looking for seasonal part or 
full time sales persons from May to No-
vember. Must have retail experience with 
women’s clothing and accessories, eye-
wear experience a plus. Required to work 
weekends and holidays, except Thanksgiv-
ing Day and Christmas Day. Fast paced, on 
your feet all day. Please email resume to 
potpourrihighlands@yahoo com (st. 4/16)

SWEETREATS DELI. call 828-
526-9632. (ST. 4/2)

NEW HIGHLANDS RESTAU-
RANT hiring all positions - sous chef, 
line cooks, dish, servers, server assistants, 
host/hostess logcabinrestaurant2015@
gmail.com

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
in Highlands is hiring full-time for 

• Baristas, 
• Cashiers, 
• Grill, 
• Deli, and 
• Pizza departments. 
Applicants should apply in person or 

email resume to jobs828@gmail.com
SCALY MOUNTAIN NURSERY 

now hiring for landscape division. Call 526-
9269 or Matt at 371-2474. (4/9)

commercial space on Hwy 64 east (Cashiers 
Road) Could be subdivided. Call 828-526-
4889. (st. 4/2)

VAC/SEASONAL RENTAL
HIGHLANDS VACATION RENT-

AL DOWNTOWN. 2/2 updated in 2014 
with luxury master bath, king bed, marble & 
SS kitchen. Second floor condo two blocks off 
Main. Renovated like an Old Edwards Suite! 
W/D in unit, flat screen T.V., gas fireplace, off 
street parking. Available weekly $1,000 plus 
utilities. Call 828-352-8519. (st. 12/25) 

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE IN CLEAR 

CREEK: 2.18 acre parcel has road frontage 
on Mack Wilson Rd. $17,000. Any reasonable 
offers will be considered. Call 828-526-2874. 
(3/26)

FOR SALE BY OWNER – 3 building 
lots in the gated community of Rustic Falls. 
Macon County tax records value at $51,000 
each. Must sell due to health reasons. Asking 
$15,000 each. Call owner at 803-640-6004. 
(St. 5/1)

ITEMS FOR SALE 
NEW DETACHABLE SNOW 

PLOUGH FOR FORD  250 SUPER 
DUTY TRUCK OR SIMILAR.  Also 
salt spreader for same size truck. Asking $ 
$1200 for both or reasonable offer. Please 
call Frank at 828-526-1953. (st. 4/16)

2013 FOREST RIVER 39’ CLAS-
SIC VILLA, like new & used very little, tons 
of inside storage, $23,500. Covered, which is 
also available if wanted. Call 828/526-2796. 
(4/30)

WORMY CHESTNUT FOR SALE: 
Approximately 300 square feet of ¾” wormy 
chestnut wainscot milled and finished. Board 
length 36”; width varies from 4” to 8”. $2800 
lot price. 404-944-5298 (st. 3/20)

SERVICES
ZEN SPA BY ANGEL JOY. A New 

Day Spa in Highlands. OFF HYW 64 N (NEXT 
TO HIGHLANDS FALLS COUNTRY CLUB). 
Open Mon - Sat 8am - 7pm. Zen Classic 
SWEDISH Massage $95 for 60 minutes 
additional options at www.zenspabyangeljoy.
com. mention ad get 10% OFF. ph. 919-413-
7411 (6/18)

HANDI-MAN – Electrical, plumbing, 
painting, carpentry, yard work. Call Al at 828-
332-7271 or 828-369-6245. (st. 4/2)

PIANO LESSONS with Marquita. 
Adults and Children. Cal 910-548-2719. (st. 
2/26) 

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Payroll 
Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, Virtual 

Assistant, Data Base Management, Admin-
istrative Services, Research Assistance, 
Quickbooks Set-up and Training. Call Mary 
James at 828-421-0002 or email mjames@
allaroundofficesolutions.com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & 
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208. 
(st. 12/4)

I PAY TOP DOLLAR for premium 
low mileage automobiles 828-347-6600. 
(st. 6/5) 

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor plumbing and 
electric, decks and additions. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 421-4667. (10/23)

HIGHLANDS TAXI & SHUTTLE: 
Let Charlie Dasher handle your transpor-
tation whether it’s to the airport, a special 
event, or just around town. Van service for 
weddings. Licensed and insured. 526-8645. 
(st. 7/18/13)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
IN-TOWN 1ST-FLOOR 

2BD/2BA CONDO FOR SALE.. 510 
N. 5th Street, $239,000. See zillow.com or 
leave a message at 828-526-5622.

TWO LAND PARCELS JOINED. 
NC tract consists of 25.75 acres and a farm 
house. GA parcel consists of 54 .18 acres, 3 
bed/2 bath, full basement, two car garage, 2 
barns and 2 outbuildings. Land has pasture, 
agricultural forestry and 2 creeks. Located 
in Clear Creek area. $925,000. For more 
information contact Fran Wilson at 304-
615-3553. (st. 3/5) 

CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. Lo-
cated on Sawmill Road in Clear Creek. 4.63 
acres. Call 828-526-2720. Price Negotiable. 
(3/26)

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

Customer Focused Retail Sales 
Team Member

If you…
• Love working with the public
• Believe in great customer svc
• Are friendly, outgoing, positive
• Can work weekends
• Can handle fast paced retail
• Are good with computers
• Are dependable & reliable
We offer…
• Competitive starting wage
• Product training
• Employee discounts
• Full time schedule
• Paid vacation after 1 year
• A fun & cool place to work!
The Dry Sink has been a Highlands 

retail store for over 40 years. Please 
send resume via email to: contact_us@
thedrysink.com or apply in person. (st. 
4/9)
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 21st Season!

Bistro Service Starts at 4p
Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

Santa

We Are Your 
Barber, too!

Traditional Barbering  
for Men 

Straight Razor Cuts
with Cirino at
Michael’s Hair

121 Main St. in Wright Sq. 
shop (828) 526-1899 

or cell (772) 532-0706
Winter SPECIAL! $15/men

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Pam Nellis, Broker
O: 828.743.1999
C: 828.787.1895

Email: Pam@ncliving.com
Website: www.ncliving.com

The 
Lost Hiker

Open
5p to 2a

www.thelosthikers 
bar.com

www.facebook.com/
The Lost Hiker

475 Carolina Way
828-526-8232

WEEKLY SPECIALS 
& EVENTS
Monday 

$3 Wells & Free Pool
Tuesday

$4 Wells, Fireball & 
Karaoke

Wednesday 
$4 Jagerbombs & 

Free Pool
Thursdays

$6 Long Island Ice Tea 
& Pool Tournament

Friday
$4 Fireball & 
Live Music
Saturday

$5 Fireball & 
Live Music

Sunday 
$3 Wells & Free Pool

Available at 
Jackson Hole Gem Mine
9770 Highlands Rd, Highlands

828-524-5850

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC
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www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2014 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open
 for Dinner at 

5:30p.
Tues. thru Sat.

Lunch daily 
11a-4p
Dinner

Mon.-Sat.

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti
Please call for reservations

526-4906

Join us for our 31st year
Serving Dinner from 5 p.m.
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

CLOSED Wednesdays

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant

(828) 371-1622

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277

BROKERS:
Jim Kinard 
828-371-8993 

Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277

Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Sheryl Wilson 
828-337-0706

Closed Sun. & Mon.

9770 Highlands Rd., Highlands
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Open
7 Days a Week

10a to 4p


