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Ward accepts job as Bryson City Town Manager

“It was a bad Friday for us,
but a great move for Josh in his
career,” said Mayor Pat Taylor at
the news last Friday that Plan-
ning Director Josh Ward is leav-
ing Highlands to become the new
Town Manager for Bryson City.

Car accident

[ J
takes the lives
of mother &

- orph
son; orphans
L J [ ]
siblings

Wednesday afternoon, Aug,
5, the Highlands Road (US 64
west) was closed for several hours
while law enforcement cleared the
scene of an accident that claimed
the life of a mother and son and
sent others to the hospital.

Near the intersection of
US 64 and Ellijay Road close to
the Cullasaja Fire Department,
16-year-old Caleb Sloope lost
control of a 1996 Chevrolet Van
and collided with a 2002 Chevro-
let Suburban. Caleb’s mother, Joy
Sloope died at the scene and Ca-
leb died later at Mission Hospital.
Caleb’s sister Cameron, 17, was
critically injured.

The driver and passenger of
the Suburban, Hewart Hugel and
his wife Ingrid, of Florida, were
injured and transported to Mis-
sion Hospital.

eSee ACCIDENT page 10

Ward’s last day is August 21.
He has served the town in its plan-
ning and zoning departments for
eight years under various town
administrators, town managers
and planning directors. He was the
town’s zoning and code enforce-

ment officer for five years and its
Planning Director for the last three
years.

Town Manager Bob Frye said
he is working on the job advertise-
ment which he will discuss with
the Town Board at the Aug 20

meeting,

“My intention at this time is
to work with our Planning Com-
mittee made up of Commissioners
Eric Pierson and John Dotson dut-
ing the selection process to create

eSee WARD page 10
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Swim team is makmg nghlands proud

On Saturday, Aug. |, the Highlands Hurricanes participated in a conference meet in Franklin. Numerous
medals and ribbons were awarded at the next practice in Highlands. There were four medal winners who
competed in the Mountain Swim League Conference meet: Chase Kenter - Ist Place Boys 6U: 25-yard Free-
style and 3rd place Boys 8U: 25-yard Backstroke; Conner Hughes - Ist Place Boys 8U: 25-yard Backstroke;
Isaiah Vilardo - 2nd Place Boys 8U: 25-yard Butterfly; and Toby Henderson - 2nd Place Boys 9&10: 100-yard
Individual Medley. “We had lots of other ribbon winners and great swims but most importantly a real fun
time,” said Assistant Coach Tay Bronaugh. On Saturday at 9a there will be an Inter-Squad Meet. Come on out!
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Projects are
tweaked at
Highlands &
Union S. due
to high bids

Principal Jetter expects
high school wing to be
completed by December

Macon County Schools has
spent the last few weeks adjusting
renovations projects to both
Highlands School and Union
Academy, after estimated bids for
the project came in higher than
originally anticipated.

Original estimates for the
projects came in at $2.7 million,
$1.25 million for Highlands and
$1.45 million for Union Academy,
but after bidding out each project,
the lowest bids came in at $2.85
million; $1.27 million for Highlands
and $1.45 million for Union.

Because the bids were higher
than expected, and the check for
the project has already been written

eSee PROJECTS page 9

The
SUMMER HOUSE

‘Home Furnishing Center
Open
Mon. through Sat.
9a-5p
Sun., noon -5p
2089 Highway 106
828-526-5577

Wigs

REALTY GROUP

66 Highlands Plaza, Highlands
www.twigsrealtygroup.com

You just can’t Iose'Turn key' Sold beautlfully furnlshed'

MLS# 81482 » $388,000
Mirror Lake, InTown, 3BD/2BA

Contact Mal Phillips 828-200-2642

Harris Lake, In Town. 4BD/3BA

MLS# 81055 » $434 000

Fun for the whole family!

828-526-8773

highlandscanopytour.com
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WHEN MINUTES

COUNT

When emergencies occur minutes count. Providing 24/7
emergency care, our Highlands-Cashiers Hospital team of
emergency department specialists are prepared to ensure

that the highest level of care is always available and accessible
to the community. And, because we are a part of Mission
Health, our patients can be transported in less than 15 minutes
by MAMA (Mountain Area Medical Lift) to Mission Hospital's
Level Il trauma center for emergency heart, stroke and
advanced critical care services.

On your journey to be well, get well or stay well every minute
counts. Highlands-Cashiers Hospital offers you and your family
the exceptional care and medical professionals you need to
help you achieve and exceed your personal health goals.

Learn more at hchospital.org.

-y
« HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
HOSPITAL

e THE PLATEAU’S POSITION °
« MAYOR ON DUTYe

Summer daydreams

few weeks ago a newspa-
per story about the pla-
teau had a photo of me

pondering an area map. Actually,
the photo captured me having one
of those mid-summer daydreams.
I was not studying our geography,
but dreaming of creating a new
county called Plateau County. It

ham, Clay, Swain, Macon, Jack-
son, Haywood and Transylvania
counties. The eastern boundat-
ies of Haywood and Transylva-
nia would form an almost strait
line border between West and
North Carolina. Now a similar
border could be created if Madi-
son, Buncombe and Henderson

would run from Cashiers all the Mayor PatTaylor counties were a part of the new

way to the Georgia line.

Of course the State of North Carolina
will not create a 101st county. Therefore, my
county would be a new county in the 51st
state! Yes, I was dreaming about a new state,
West Carolina. Let me share my glorious
dream.

West Carolina would be comprised of
the eight most western counties in what is
now North Carolina; that is Cherokee, Gra-
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state. The problem would be that
Asheville would be included. I don’t want
an overpowering population center in our
new state.

Some of the larger land area counties
in the new state may want to divide and
form new, smaller counties like my beloved
Plateau County.

What would be the capital of West
Carolina? Any location would be better than
Raleigh. Right now folks in Western Caroli-
na are closer to four other state capitals than
they are to Raleigh. North Carolina is way
too long, and the western part is cut off and
isolated by mountains. Just Google a map
of North Carolina and those little snap shot
maps that pop up illustrate the problem.
Western Carolina is cut off in those images,
so why not just form a new state so when
a person Googles North or West Carolina
they would get a full state map.

Let me propose some possible candi-
dates for a centrally located capital, all of
which are strategically located to our flag-
ship state university, Western Carolina. Syl-
va, Waynesville, Brevard would be good lo-
cations. Just think, our legislators would not
get lost in big far away Raleigh. While our
legislature was in session, one could simply
drive over to the capital for the afternoon to
check out what was going on and who was
working the lobby.

I would also include in the state con-
stitution a “home rule” provision for towns
and counties. North Carolina could keep

e See MAYOR page 6
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« OBITUARIES

Oscar Neville Crane

Oscar Neville Crane, born December 13, 1931 to Effie Leona Miller and ]. Frank
Crane was a native Highlander. He was born and raised on Oak Street, where The Bascom
is now.

Along with his parents, he was preceded in death by three brothers, and one sister,
Clarence Levi (Bertie), Carlton W., Robert Crane and Margaret Jane C. Montague.

He is survived by his devoted wife, Kathy Spitzer Crane; they were married for 32
years; one sister, Lassie Crane Buchanan (Floyd); two brothers, Frank McCloy (Marie),
Chester Lee (Fredda) Crane; two sisters-in-law, Sue W. Crane (the mother of Lee and Da-
vid), Eloise B. Crane, and a number of nieces and nephews.

Oscar had spent his life guiding horses at Crane’s Riding Stables. After his Dad’s death,
Oscar ran the stables. He also did yard work all over Highlands.

Services were Monday, August 10, 2015 at 3 pm at Highlands First Baptist Church with
Chaplain Ralph Campbell and Dr. Mark Ford officiating, Burial was in Highlands Memo-
rial Park. Pallbearers were Micah Mullarkey, Sean Mullarkey, David Crane, Harold Crane,
Charlie Hicks and Gene Ramey. Honorary pallbearers will be “Smokey” Buchanan, Brooks
Bennett, Baker Crane and Danny Crane.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to Fidelia Eckerd Living
Center, PO Box 190, Highlands, NC 28741.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. Online condolences may
be made at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Beverly Staples Rymer

Beverly Staples Rymer, of
Highlands N.C. died on Aug.
9, 2015. She was born May 20,
1929 in Miami, Florida to James
and Caroline Staples. She married
John Rymer on April 11, 1955.
She lived in South Florida until
retiring to Highlands in 1990.

Beverly graduated Fort
Lauderdale High School, Florida

University with a Master’s in
Health Administration. Perhaps
her most profound educational
experience was through the
Lyle Fellowship, helping her
hone strong lifelong values and
friendships.

Beverly taught high school
for many years. Teaching was
second nature to Beverly and all

State University with a Bachelor’s

in Education, and Florida International

. ENGAGEMENT -

Steinc and Hedden

Brooke Steinc and Will Hedden are en-
gaged to be married October 3, 2015
at The Village Green in Cashiers NC at
4 p.m.

who knew her learned valuable
lessons about life, kindness, empathy,
strength and love.

She worked at the Health Planning
Council Services of Miami-Dade from
1969 — 1988, eventually becoming director.
She was instrumental in the creation of the
South Florida Perinatal Network and served
as its Executive Director.

Beverly is survived by her husband of 60
years, John Rymer; her siblings Sarah Crump,
James Staples and Mary Linda Dooley; her
children John Taylor and his wife Donna,
Todd and his wife Michelle, and Ann Brady;
four grandchildren, Jessica Steinhart, Valerie
Toth, Andrew and Gwyn Brady, and one
great-grandson, Bennett Toth.

Beverly was active in her community and
especially with her church, First Presbyterian
of Highlands, where she served as an Elder.
She also served on the Board of the Hudson
Library. Throughout her life she was an
unwavering voice for the silent, a champion
for the oppressed and a spokesperson for
the power of love.

Bevetly asked that we all remember her
in our private thoughts and prayers. In licu
of flowers, please make donations to the
Highlands Hudson Library.
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A 200 Mam Midweek Spa Getaway Package
with The Spa at Old Edwards Inn

( From 420 Per Night for Two People* )

Enjoy One 50-Minute Spa Treatment Per Person
and a Complimentary Bottle of Champagne

Call 828-787-2625 | Or Visit 200Main.com

*Rate varies depending on rooms and dates booked. Does not include tax or gratuity.
Package available: Sunday - Thursday Nights. Based on Double Occupancy.

NMOUNTAINTOP
WINE SHOPPEKE

Free Tasting Saturday 1-3pm
Join Caprisha Hall as she pours
terrific Value Wines for Summer!

Somm Series with Nick
August 26 from 7-8:30

Join us as we welcome Sommelier
Nick Demos for our monthly wine

educational event:
Worldwide Chardonnay
$SD per person. Your local wine Shﬂppﬂ with over
Tickets required 750 hand-selected wines and the
best prices in town!
Stop by and enjoy a glass of wine
Open 7 days outside or in our wine lounge.
269 Qak Street WWW.INoUn pwineshoppe.com
Across from Reeves Hardware Like us on Facebook

(828) 526-4080 Facebook.com/mountaintopwineshoppe
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e HIGHLANDS AREA

DINING ®

100% Mexican FoodI

brstro

— ONMAN —

- @ restawrant

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

7 days for both lunch & dinner

Cyprus International
Cu_isie

Lunch weekends | Ia-4p
Dinner: 7 nights a week 5-9p
For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street * Highlands

eﬂ“"&ﬁ E"i@

Coffee » Espresso Drinks
Smoothies « Hot Soup
Paninis « Baked Goods

On Main Street ¢ Highlands
7 days a week ¢ 7a to 6p * 526-0020

Open -
Monday-Sunday ogenDa“ .y. Closedzuesc‘ays b
1lato 10p Norma Jean on the guitar in the garden
526-0608 * 30 Dillard Road « Highlands Saturday and Sunday 828.526.3807
Iu".l'lrf

The

LOG CABIN

Serving comfortable Italian, steaks & seafood
Wednesday — Sunday nights, 5 PM — 9 PM

828 526-5777
www.LogCabinHighlands.com
Just off Main Street at 130 Log Cabin Lane

Now Hiring Front and Back of House — Open All Year

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOU RMET

R ES T AR AMNMT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.

Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

1lato 4p
Serving Dinner from
5:30p
7 days a week

‘Our 31st Year’
526 ¢ 4906

DINNER
&
BAR
FROM
5:00
1 EVERY
EVENING

WWW.PAOLETTIS.COM

Japanese ¢ Asiane® Thai * Hibachi Cuisine
Open Year Round 7 days/wk

Mon.-Thurs. I la to 10p
Fri.,,& Sat.,,llato Ilp

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Ave., Highlands
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DINING

. -

BBQ COMPANY

NOW OPEN

11am - 9pm

828-526-5000
595 Franklin Road e Highlands, NC

Golden China

Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

Lunch Buffet

LUNCH:
11-2:30, M-TH $7.95
Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.95

Open Monday-Saturday
11a to 9:30p
Menu available, too

Wine ¢~ Beer « No MSG
In-town delivery w/$15 order

Highlands Plaza « 526-5525

| ourtyard Cafe & Catering

Fun, Casual Fare
Burgers of all kinds e Salads ¢ Wraps
Smoothies ¢ Hot & Cold Soups
Sweet or Savory Pastry Hand Pies e Desserts

Open 6 days a week
Mon.-Fri.: 10:30a to 5:30 e Sat.: 9a to 8p
Get your “Music in the Park Picnic” fare HERE!

828-526-4188 ¢ 470 Oak Street

\JP.KEﬁj'DF CrLEBRATING OUR 26TH SEASON
A unique fine dining experience on Harris
Lake in Highlands featuring fresh seafood,
an extensive wine list and excellent service.
MNow offering outdoor dining!

HEsTAURAN

Serving Dinner from 5:30p g
Sunday Brunch 11a to 2p
531 Smallwood Ave — on Harris Lake
9 ] AUI'2 fo e 828

...on the Verandah
Restaurant
on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64 west » Highlands

Open for
Dinner nightly
at s:30p. .
Also o
Sunday Brunch ~—

828-526-2338

Seafood Fridays at Creekside
Introducing our Seafood Extravaganza

Tender Lobster,
Steamed Snow Crab,
Shrimp Scampi,
Jumbo Fried Shrimp,
Fries or
Sauteed Veggies with
Bread and Salad

Reservations necessary for this platter » 828-526-9822
Full Dinner Menu also available
451 N. 4th St.,
Mountain Brook
Center

Highlands

UPCOMING EVENTS
“A curious mind knows no bounds”

* A Fine House Richly Furnished: Decorative
and Fine Arts in the Novels by Jane Austen: Fri.Aug.
14 Time: 10-12 Kristen Miller Zohn explores the artistry
represented through painting, architecture, landscape,
furniture, and interior design that Jane Austen weaved into
her novels.

* Internet Security and ApplePay: Fri, Aug.
14 Time: 10:30-3:30 Cost $70/$80 Identity theft and
internet fraud are commonplace occurrences these days.
Nigel Sixsmith will teach you how to keep your personal
information and data safe from hackers and thieves as well
as explain ApplePay and how it protects you.

* SketchingYour Home: Mon./Wed.Aug. 17,19,24,26
Time: 10-12 Cost $100/$115 Location: The Bascom Can’t
draw? That’s ok. Knight Martorell will guide you (whether
beginner or advanced) through the steps of creating
a fabulous drawing of your home or other inspiring
architecture.

* “Nature’s Edge’ Radio Broadcast:An interview
with Jim Costa: Tue.Aug. | 8 Time: 10-12WWe are going LIVE
with 2 guys who are passionate about the environment and
nature! The CLE lecture hall becomes the sound stage for a
live radio broadcast with Highlands own Jim Costa and the
syndicated radio show “Nature’s Edge, host Dale Stewart.
Come by with your questions for our experts!

* Photoediting for iPad: Tue. Aug. I8 Time: 10:30-
3:30 Cost $70/$80 Nigel Sixsmith will teach you how to
edit, organize and create stunning projects using your photos
and your iPad.

* Life After Chardonnay and Cabernet:Wed.Aug.
19 Cost $40/$50 Looking for a new wine to enjoy at your
next get together? Join JT Fields as he shares some wines
that may have not yet touched your palate!

* Entertaining Tips and Shortcuts: Thur. Aug.
20 Cost $45/$55 Plan a dinner party that will keep your
guests talking the rest of the summer! Interior designer
Tony Raffa opens his home and shows you wonderful tips
for entertaining and creating gorgeous tablescapes to wow
your guests. Lunch provided by Rosewood Market.

* Marketing Your Business with Facebook: Thur.,
Aug. 20 Time: 6-8 Cost $35/$45 Facebook is a great tool
to grow your business. Mary Ann Baker will show you how
to utilize Facebook to connect with people and find new
customers.

*Who are we?The Birth and Migration of Homo
Sapiens: Fri.,Aug. 21 Time: 10-12 Robert Anemone heads
the Anthropology Department at UNC Greensboro and
will be providing answers to questions about “us” that
fascinate us, such as;Where did we come from? What makes
us human? And much more.

*The cost for all lectures is $25 members/$35 non-
members For more about classes at The Center for Life
Enrichment stop by our office in the lower level of the
Peggy Crosby Center at 348 S. 5th Street, call 828-526-
8811 or visit www.clehighlands.com
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...MAYOR continued from page 2

their Dillion’s Principle where the state legislature grants
permission to local governments for every aspect of their
operation.

The state constitution would set up a unicameral leg-
islative structure, a one-house legislature and a governor.
The assembly would be small, but lean and efficient. I am
tired of these long drawn out legislative sessions because
the NC Senate can’t agree with the NC House on a budget.
Who pays for those long, deadlock sessions anyway?

Now the big benefit would be at the federal level. West
Carolina would be like Wyoming, with two senators and
one congressman. Think about the federal aid our delega-
tion could leverage.

We could be like some other states, for instance Mis-
sissippi, where we would get more in federal aid than we
paid in federal taxes. We could view it as embracing capital-
ism by making a profit for the state.

e HIGHLANDS AREA

Already Western Carolina has great leadership at the
local and state level, so there should be no problem find-
ing a governor, senators and congressman. Since our cut-
rent congressman is in trouble with Speaker of the House
Bainer, maybe he would want to serve our new state as a
senator ot governof.

Now there are a lot of decisions before us as we move
toward statehood. I have some answers. For instance, just
commandeer the current Division 14 of the NC DOT and
repurpose it as our new state DOT. We don’t get any new
roads around here now, certainly our new DOT would do
better. With home rule maybe we could create county road
departments.

Forget a state national guard, West Carolina would go
back to the old militia system. If you own a rifle, you would
automatically be in the state guard of West Carolina.

Now there will be other critical decisions to be an-
swered. What will be the state flag, flower, animal and mot-
to, just for starters?

Now I know, some may think I am proposing a new
state so I can be the first governor. Not true, I just want a
statue of myself at the state capital as the founder of the
state. And no paper maché, I want a life-size bronze statue.

T’ve got to snap out of it, this daydreaming stuff has

-]l FTTER.

Nature Center camp

was the best

Dear Editor,

I wanted to write and thank the new director and the
staff at the Highlands Nature Center for a wonderful camp
experience for three of our grandchildren. This is the 7th
year our granddaughter has attended camp and she said it

e See LETTER page 12

DINING

Sports Page
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am
Lunch: Jntil 2:30pm
Full cooked-to-order bregkfast ¢
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

S
<
m@famwmm

- ]

 PESCAN

Quesadillas « Tacos » Burmitos
Homemade soups & freshly baked cookies

Open
Mon, Thurs, Fri,Sat: | la to 7p
Tues,Wed: | la to 3p
Closed Sunday

226 S. 4th St. Highlands « 828-526-9313

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

6"+10"+14"+16"+20"pies
Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads,
Domestic & Imported Beers
Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street * Highlands « 526-5660

When in Franklin think ....
$1 OFF 828-349-9800
per Adult
Lunch or

Dinner

Buffet W/
coupon.
Dine In Only

Open 7 days &l i
llato 9:30—1(&

asian-king-franklin-nc.com

All You Can Eat
Lunch Buffet e $7.99 Dinner Buffet ¢ $10.99
Sunday All Day Buffet ¢ $10.99
To-Go Buffet
Lunch $4.29/1b. e Dinner $4.99/Ib.
Dine-In & Carry-out Menu Selections

109 Commons Dr., Franklin
(next to the Super Walmart)

Open for
Breakfast and Lunch EVERYDAY ¢ 9a to 3p
Dinner, Thurs., Fri. & Sat. * 5:30p until
Sunday 9a to 2:30p
(Closed Wednesdays)
Homemade Desserts * Gluten Free Pizza
& Desserts Available * Catering, Too!
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« |[HE FREDSTER-

€ ¢ Excuse me, miss, but would you like to
volunteer to be a part of my survey con-
cerning your visit to our wonderful town
of Highlands?”

“Let me tell you something, buster,” she
responded. “If you take my picture or mention
my name or identify me in any way, my hus-
band will kill you first and me second. I guess
a hick like you never heard of my husband,
Louie Paterno, from the south side. He would
fly here in a heart beat just to snuff us both.
Now get the hell away from me, toilet face and
leave me alone.”

I headed east on Main Street and spot-
ted a friendly looking guy sitting in a rocking chair at 4th
and Main. I sat down in the rocker next to him, pulled my
microphone from my secret place (don’t ask) and asked,
“Would you be so kind and volunteer to take a survey
about your wonderful experience while in Highlands?”

The guy snatched the mike from my hand and said,
“Damn tootin’ I'll take part in your stupid survey. I wanna
go on record and tell you I will never come back to this
friggin’ town....never. My wife is upstairs packing right
now and as soon as she gets down here, you can color us
G-O-N-E”

I asked the guy if he would return my microphone
and he did comply. “Can you tell me the things you dislike
most about our wonderful town? Most of our visitors love
it here and enjoy the cool weather.”

“I’ll talk to you until my wife arrives and then you can
color us......

“I know, sit. You’ve already said I can color you G-O-
N-E,” I interrupted.

“Stick that mike back in my face and I'll tell you why
you can color us G-O-N-E. First off, I prefer air condi-
tioning to damp moldy mountain air. Secondly, it’s about
that stupid stuff you write in the paper. Whoever told you
you’re a writer should have his head examined. Wait, I have
more. Where in the friggin’ hell is your MacDonald....or
Burger King....or Hardies. ...or Kentucky.....?

Again, I felt the need to interrupt. “Well, sir, on that
issue you do have a point but let me say this. Highlands
is considered an upscale place to visit. We are striving to
become a five-star town and fast food does not really fit
into our theme.”

He pulled the mike over to speak but didn’t snatch it
from my hand this time. “Five-star you say. Well that might
just be the problem. Ya see, I'm not a five-star guy. And I
don’t want to drive 10 miles to eat a hot and juicy. I might
as well just move to Cashiers but I don’t care for that place
either. I think we’ll go back to Gatlinburg where the real
action is. There are fast food joints on every corner. Now
that’s what I'm talkin’ about. Oh, here comes my ole lady.
See ya, Mr. Newspaper man. You should think about get-
ting a real job.”

As I watched his car head down Main Street and out
of town, I waved and muttered, “Bye....Come back when
you get some class.”

Continuing my journey toward 5th. Street, I felt that
my survey was not going that well but I refused to give up.
Next, I spotted a guy sitting alone at a picnic table in front

vl

Vi i >

Fred Wooldridge

The Survey

of Mountain Fresh Grocery. He wasn’t eating or
drinking...just sitting there staring into the inter-
section.

“Excuse me, sir, may I ask you to volunteer
to take a survey about the virtues of our beauti-
ful Highlands?”

“Yeah, sit down. Maybe youse can help me.
I’ve been here for over two hours lookin’ for my
ole lady. Maybe youse seen her while doing your
survey.”

“Finally a visitor I can help,” I thought as I
sat and pulled out my microphone.

“Tell me what she looks like and I'll try to
remember if I’ve see her,” I responded.

“Oh, you'll remember her. She’s a real look-
er. Tall and thin, long bottle blond hair, bright red lipstick and
a tucas like a forty dollar mule. Oh, and she’s probably with
a guy. I don’t know what he looks like but I know he’s rich.”

I was stunned. This guy had to be Louie Paterno from
the south side. “Wow;, that’s quite a description. I would re-
member seeing a girl like that. Well, I gotta go. My editor just
called me back to the office. You have a nice day, Louie.”

“How ja know my name was Louie?”” he asked as I raced
toward 5th Street. He grabbed me at the light and spun me
around. I would not be able to outrun this guy. He was at
least 40 years younger.

“Look, I don’t want any trouble. You might want to
hang out near Third Street. I did spot an attractive lady fit-
ting that description. But she was alone.”

Louie smiled, pulled out a wad of cash and shoved a c-
note in my top pocket. “What’s your name, old man,” Louie

' I Highlands
Now Showing! GE %e | Playhouse

Mr. Holmes
Rated-PG|104 min
All Tickets $9

Showtimes:

¥

FAMDAMGO

August 16 @ 5:30 & 8pn
ﬁllgl:::tl @2,5&8;"1;
August 18 @ 5 & 8pm

highlandsplayhouse.org

262 Oak St 828 526 2695

asked.
“Irving Lipshitz,” I blurted out. “My dad was a Jewish
haberdasher from the east side. You probably knew him”
Louie nodded and headed toward Third Street. My day
was over.

NP

Studio 1 block east of Main St. on Carolina Way
New Therapeutic Classes!
Warm Yoga, M/F ¢ 8:15a
Renew & Restore, F ¢ 9:45a

Learn more & Come Practice!
www.YogaHighlands.com

N\

Upcoming

AUG 23rd * FLOW FEST:
YOGA AND RIVER AWARENESS

with musical guests from Atlanta

Blue Spirit Wheel
An Afternoon Benefit
for the Chattooga Conservancy

| to 6pm, Concert at 4pm
Tickets on-sale now for music
828-526-8880

Member
International Association of Yoga Therapy

Advertising in Highlands
Newspaper or on line at
www. highlandsinfo.com
WORKS!
For information email
highlandseditor@aol.com
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BREAKFAST

FULL BREAKFAST MADE TO ORDER
EVERY MORNING UNTIL 11:00AM

CAGE FREE EGGS, WAFFLES, FRENCH
TOAST, BACON, SAUSAGE, HAM,
BISCUITS, MUFFINS, CROISSANTS
ESPRESSO BAR AND COFFEE ROASTED
IN-HOUSE

LUNCH

GRILL - EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK
STARTING AT 11:00 UNTIL CLOSE
FRESH ANGUS BURGERS, FRESH
NATURAL CHICKEN BREASTS, GRILLED
FISH, CHICKEN TENDERS, COOKED TO
ORDER HAND CUT FRIES, SALADS,
HOMEMADE SOUPS, DAILY SPECIALS,
SALAD BAR

DEL/ - SERVING ALL DAY

FRESH CUT NATURAL MEATS,
HOMEMADE DELI SALADS, PANINI
MELTS, HOMEMADE POTATO CHIPS,
DAILY SOUP SPECIALS

WOOD FIRE PIZZA OVEN -

EVERY DAY FROM 11:00 TO CLOSE
AUTHENTIC NEAPOLITAN PIZZA MADE
FROM SCRATCH, FRESH MOZZARELLA,
BASIL, CRUSHED TOMATOES,
HOMEMADE ITALIAN SAUSAGE,
PANCETTA, AND DAILY SPECIALS

SUNDAY SKILLET FRIED CHICKEN

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 11:00AM
UNTIL WE SELL OUT

FRESH ORGANIC HAND CUT, HAND
BREADED CHICKEN COOKED IN A CAST
IRON SKILLET. SERVED WITH GREEN
BEANS, MASHED POTATOES AND
GRAVY WITH A WARM HONEY
BISCUIT..$9.99

PREPARED FOODS

A LARGE SELECTION OF TAKE-AWAY
ITEMS FULLY PREPARED AND READY
TO TAKE HOME. GRILLED PORK LOINS,
HOMEMADE MAC & CHEESE, MASHED
POTATOES, HERB RUBBED CHICKEN,
MADE IN HOUSE BBQ, CHICKEN SALAD,
DELI SALADS & MUCH MORE.

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCE
COOKING FOR HIGHLANDS i ichicei”

DINNERS T0 GO

A DIFFERENT FULL DINNER FOR TWO
EVERY NIGHT, MONDAY THROUGH
SATURDAY FROM 4.30 UNTIL WE SELL
OUT. CALL AHEAD TO RESERVE...

MONDAY - LOW COUNTRY LOBSTER /
SHRIMP BOIL MAIN LOBSTER TAILS,
WILD CAUGHT LARGE SHRIMP, RED
BLISS POTATOES, SUMMER CORN,
HOUSE MADE SAUSAGE, ALL STEEPED
IN OUR SEASONING. SERVED WITH
DRAWN BUTTER AND COCKTAIL
SAUCE. $33.95 SERVES TWO

TUESDAY - OVEN OFF NIGHT

TWO NATURAL CHICKEN BREASTS
GRILLED WITH OUR TUSCAN HERB
INFUSED OLIVE OIL, SERVED ON A
BED OF GREENS WITH STUFFED BRIE,
SPICED PECANS, OUR EXTRA VIRGIN
OLIVE OIL AND BALSAMIC VINEGAR
ON THE SIDE WITH TWO CUPS OF
HOMEMADE GAZPACHO AND A
BAGUETTE FROM OUR BAKERY.
$23.95 SERVES TWO

WEDNESDAY - PRIME RIB WITH BAKED
POTATOES AND SALAD. PREMIUM
ANGUS STANDING RIB ROAST,
COOKED MEDIUM RARE WITH RED
WINE AU JUS. TWO BAKED POTATOES
AND A LARGE CAESAR SALAD.

$33.95 SERVES TWO

THURSDAY - TWO RACKS OF BABY
BACK RIBS - COOKED UNTIL
FALL-OFF-THE-BONE-TENDER. SERVED
WITH HOUSE MADE BACON/APPLE
BAKED BEANS AND POTATO SALAD.
$25.95 SERVES TWO

FRIDAY - WILD CAUGHT SHRIMP:
FRIED OR STEAMED. WILD CAUGHT
NORTH CAROLINA SHRIMP EITHER
LIGHTLY BREADED IN OUR SEASONED
CORN FLOUR MIXTURE, AND THEN
PROPERLY FRIED IN PEANUT OIL AND
SERVED WITH HUSH PUPPIES; OR
STEAMED TO ORDER IN OUR LOW
COUNTRY SEASONING. BOTH COME
WITH COLESLAW AND ROSEMARY SEA
SALT BROILED RED POTATOES,
TARTER AND COCKTAIL SAUCE. $26.95
SERVES TWO

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

BREAKFAST « LUNCH ¢ DINNER ° GRILL
WOOD FIRE PIZZA » COFFEE  BAKERY

SATURDAY - IN-HOUSE SMOKED
BBQ. HAND RUBBED PORK BUTT,
PIT-SMOKED OVER NIGHT AND
HAND PULLED TO ORDER. COMES
WITH COLESLAW, APPLE BACON
BAKED BEANS, AND YEAST ROLLS
$22.95 SERVES TWO

WINE MARKET AND CRAFT BEER

AN EXCELLENT, COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF WINE WITH THE
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, AND RUN
BY A FRIENDLY KNOWLEDGEABLE
STAFF. CRAFT BEER AND WINE
AVAILABLE BY THE GLASS WHILE
YOU SHOP AND DINE.

BAKERY

FULL SERVICE SCRATCH BAKERY
MAKING ROLLS, BAGUETTES,
SANDWICH BREADS, PASTRIES,
BIRTHDAY AND WEDDING CAKES,
COOKIES AND SEASONAL
SPECIALTIES.

BUTCHER

WE SELL ONLY 100% PREMIUM
ANGUS BEEF, HAND CUT IN HOUSE.
STOCK UP FOR THE WEEKEND
EVERY THURSDAY WITH 35% ALL
STEAKS AND GROUND BEEF. THEN
STOP BY THE TAKE-OUT CASE TO
COMPLETE YOUR DINNER WITH
TWICE BAKED POTATOES, FRESH
SALADS AND MORE.

SPECIALTY CHEESES

DOZENS OF CHEESES, TAPENADES,
OLIVES AND SPECIALTY ITEMS
INCLUDING OUR MADE IN HOUSE
CRACKERS

ARTISAN OIL AND VINEGAR

OVER 40 EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE OILS
AND VINEGARS TO CHOOSE FROM.
ALL AVAILABLE TO SAMPLE.

OPEN MONDAY -SATURDAY 7AM, SUNDAY 8AM

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400 * www.mfgro.com
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(theoretically) the projects had
to be cut to make the numbers
match up.

Funds for the renovation
projects are coming from a
Qualified Zoned Academy Bond
(QZAB) which can be loaned to
the county with a zero percent
interest rate. To ensure the project
applications were submitted in
time to receive 2015 funding and
to get the projects started this
summer, the applications were
rushed before bids were finalized.

During a special called
meeting on July 21, members of
the board of education approved
various changes to both projects
to get the renovations back in line
with the original cost estimates.

According to Superintendent
Dr. Chris Baldwin, in Highlands,
the LED lighting in the gym
was removed from the project
and instead, the Macon County
Schools Maintenance Department
will install the lights at a later date.

At Union Academy, planned
storage areas, along with LED
lighting and a new shower area
were eliminated from the project
to save money. The school board
also elected to use carpet already
purchased for the school’s office
areas, rather than purchasing new
carpet.

Union Academy Principal
Diane Cotton had also requested
for new bathrooms to be
constructed as well as an enclosed
connecting hallway, but instead,
the existing bathrooms will be
renovated and the hallway will
be covered rather than enclosed.

The Union Academy changes
were able to save the project nearly
$146,000 and allow for a $17,000
contingency fund to be in place.

Dr. Baldwin assured board
members that when the projects
were originally bid, the district
consulted with an architect and
used the same method for both
formulas, so it isn’t clear why there
was such a difference in the bids
that came in.

The Highlands School
renovations are upgrading the
high school wing, and according to
Principal Brian Jetter, is expected to
be completed by December.

“The work is confined to the
high school wing, and the wing
is sealed off from the rest of the
school,” said Jetter.”We’ll be glad
when the construction is complete,
and we can use the newly renovated
spaces.”

Advertising in Highlands
Newspaper and online at
www.highlandsinfo.com
WORKS.

For information, call 828-
200-1371 or email:
highlandseditor@aol.com
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quality merchandise and service that is second to none.
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"COREY JAMES GALLERY

Open everyday until sundown
828-526-4818 * 228 S. 3rd Street
(Corner of 3rd and Spring behind the Methodist Church)

Renovation SALE

25% to 75% OFF!

Bronzes, fountains, paintings,antiques and all kinds of collectibles!
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Laurel Garden Club
Kitchen Tour

SATURDAY
August 22

9 am ~ 3 pm

Highlands

INCLUDES 6 SPECIAL
KITCHENS
Timed tickets are limited.
$65 per person
Tickets are available at
The Dry Sink
450 Main Street or

laurelgardenclubhighlands.com

SPONSORED BY
Inman Park Marble and Granite
Alex Smith Garden Designs
Norman Davenport Askins, PC, Architect
Lucas Patton Designs, Country Club Properties
The Summer House
Artist, Katherine Bell McClure
Calvin and Baylee Eustis
Wind River Construction, Macon Bank,
Atlanta Social Season, Media Sponsor

According to reports from the North
Carolina Highway Patrol, Caleb’s vehicle
left the road at which point he overcorrect-
ed causing the vehicle to overturn. Hugel
struck Caleb’s vehicle after it turned over.
Caleb was reportedly not a licensed driver.

The road was closed for four houts,
with traffic being detoured through Sugar-
fork via Ellijay Road.

The Sloope family consisted of five
children and lost their dad three years ago.
Family members and friends are stepping
up to care for Cameron and her three
brothers and sisters. Cameron has spent
the week recovering and could be released
this week.

The community has also stepped up to
help the Sloope family as they recover from
this unthinkable tragedy. Pam and Joe Col-

Photo by Vickie Carpenter

lins have set up a benefit fund at United
Community Bank for the family.

Donations can be mailed directly to
the bank and all staff have the information
available if anyone has additional ques-
tions. The bank address is: Sloope Fam-
ily Benefit Fund C/O United Community
Bank 257 East Main Street, Franklin, NC
28734.

Union Academy Principal Diane Cot-
ton is also collecting school supplies for
the students for the upcoming year. Dona-
tions can be dropped off at Union Acad-
emy or South Macon Elementary in Otto.

There are two girls who are seniors,
one boy in the eighth grade and one gitl in
the seventh grade.

Caleb was a 3rd year student at Macon
Early College.

Thursday, August 13

Visit www.thebascom.org for tickets!

Celebrate four days of
fine art and flowers in Highlands

during the premier of

= Dascom in bloom
: AUGUST 13-16, 2015

4

A benefit for THE BASCOM: CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS, Highlands NC

Horticulture Lecture Series and Demonstrations
FREE to all and open all day
Friday and Saturday, August 14 and 15

Tickets $85 per person
Sunday, August 16

323 FranklinRd.  »  Highlands, NC 28741

Bascom in Bloom Flower Show; The "Art of Design”
demonstration with Rene van Rems and champagne luncheon

Benefactor Party: music by The Tams and dinner by
award-winning, Avalon Catering

828-526-4949 -

www.TheBascom.org

..WARD from page 1

a short list of three to five candidates who
will be interviewed by the full board,” said
Frye.

As has happened in the past, particu-
larly with previous Town Administrator
Richard Betz who was Interim Director of
Planning more than once, Frye will assume
the role until Ward’s replacement is hired.

“Since I was a planner for more than
10 years before becoming a town manager,
I will be handling some of the day-to-day
aspects of Josh’s position during the transi-
tion,” he said.

Frye said the town will advertise locally
as well with the League of Municipalities
and the Association of County Commis-
sioners. He doesn’t expect interviews to
take place until late September.

Zoning has been a part of the High-
lands’ picture for decades and as such its
planner/zoning administrator has always
played a big part in the town’s development.

“Highlands is no stranger to planning
and zoning, The land use plans for the
town have been around for neatly 40 years
and Highlands has always had a strong
planning/zoning department,” said Ward.
“Planning for municipalities has been sta-
ble, for the most part, since I started here.
However, over the last couple of years, we
have seen a number of proposed changes
introduced by the North Carolina General
Assembly and several have been adopted in
Highlands.”

Ward said Highlands operates with
high expectations and standards, especially
for the planning department. “The major
change to the planning and development
department over the past several years, was
definitely the adoption of the Unified De-

* See WARD page 11
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Matural Producks Store

Carrying a wide variety of natural
Jproducts for your Mind, Body & Home.

NECTARP )

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies
and Salads To Go!
526-5999
Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east
Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p
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velopment Ordinance,” said Ward. “The
process was a lengthy one, taking two years,
working with the consulting firm, Land-
Design. The UDO consolidated all the land
use ordinances into one document, as mu-
nicipalities are doing across the state. The
document is designed to allow staff and the
public an easier search for standards and re-
quirements set forth by the town.”

During Ward’s tenure with Highlands,
he has wotked with Town Administrator
Richard Betz and with Town Managers Jim
Fatland and Bob Frye.

Before being appointed planning direc-
tor, he worked under two planning directors
— Joe Cooley and David Clabo.

“I appreciated their willingness to share
their knowledge about planning during their
tenures in Highlands,” he said.

He said he is looking forward to new
challenges in a new town and in a new posi-
tion.

“And I am looking forward to working
with the staff and the public and building
the same bonds I have here in Highlands. I
will truly miss the friendships I have forged
with my coworkers over the last 8+ years
and will miss the people of Highlands and
assisting in their daily planning and zoning
needs.”

— Kim Lewicki

New ‘Clothes Closet’
is set to help clothe
and accessorize

needy students

Macon County Schools Social Workers
Annie Breedlove Wishon and Marci Holland
have taken on a new project for this school
year. Their goal is to start a clothing closet
for all students of Macon County Schools.

Some schools already have a small
clothing closet for their individual schools,
however, often times more items or different
sizes may be needed throughout the year.

There are many, many students in the
district who are in need of various clothing
items — socks, shoes, book bags, etc.

Keep in mind, Macon County Schools
serves preschool through 12th grade. There-
fore, all size — new or used will be accepted.

To make a donation, drop items off at
any Macon County Schools campus. Annie
or Marci will pick up the items and make
distributions to students as necessary.

To contact Annie or Marci directly, email
them at annie.wishon@macon.k12.nc.us or
marci.holland@macon.k12.nc.us

The spacious grounds and unique buildings of The Bascom are available for rent. Large,
medium and small-sized venues for receptions, weddings, meetings and other gatherings
are available to the entire community.

The Main Building Atrium and Terrace can accommodate numerous guests, while The
Horst Winkler Sculpture Trail’s Pavilion would be the perfect site for an intimate
ceremony with a small reception. Whether you ate planning your only daughter’s
wedding; corporate board meeting and retreat, company party, ot large birthday bash for
your best friends, The Bascom has a unique setting for evety special occasion.

The Bascom’s list of approved caterers will provide many choices for you to have the
petfect event.

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs.,Aug. 13,2015 - 828-200-1371 - Page
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International Cuisine

‘

Taste the World

Cyprus International Cuisine - World Tour Menus
The Most Exciting Dining Destination in Highlands

World Tour Menues Weekly
Dog Friendly Sundeck
Open 7 days a week for Dinner
Lunch Served Weekends | la to 4p

332 Main Street - 828-526-4429
www.CyprusHighlands.com
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Altitudes Restaurant

Fine Dining with a View!
Full Bar, wine & beer

Wed. thru Sat. & Brunch Sunday

Appetizer Specials:
Spicy calamari * $12
Smoked salmon crostini w/herb cream cheese * $15

Entree Specials:
Red chili adobo pork tenderloin * $22
Salmon en croutes w/ spinach. gruyere ¢ $25

Wednesday & Thursday Early Bird Specials 5-7p!
All you can eat Soup & Salad * $16.95
Chicken & Mushroom Alfredo * $17.95
Cajun Shrimp Pasta * $18.95
Maple Pecan Trout * $19.95
Herb Crusted PorkTenderloin ¢ $20.95 ¢ 12 oz. Ribeye * $21.9

Prepared to order by Chef Kirtis

Reservations recommended but not required

470 Skyline Lodge Drive * 828-526-2121

WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY’S

Masha, played by Adair Simon, snuggles up to her new companion, Spike (Chris Hess), in the
Highlands Cashiers Players new Tony-winning comedy, opening Thursday,August 27 to run thru
Sunday, September 6, at the Highlands Performing Arts Center. This recent Broadway comedy,
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike by Christopher Durang won the 2013 Tony for Best Play.
HCP’s four-play season subscriptions are now available on line or by calling the box office line,
828-526-8084. “Vanya” reservations for subscribers are available beginning August 20; for oth-
ers, beginning August 22.

HCP presents new Tony-winning comedy

BEST OF

CONTROLLED CHAOS
FILM FESTIVAL & BENEFIT

Spons

AUGUST 15, 20815

MARTIN LIPS
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

HIGHLANDS, NC

$75 PLUS NC SALES TAX

828-227-7028 | BCCFF.WCU.EDU

v estern
1r011 12

UNIVER

“Vanya & Sonia & Masha, & Spike,” re-
cent Broadway comedy, winner of the 2013
Tony for Best Play, opens the Highlands Ca-
shiers Players 21st season at the Performing
Arts Center on Thursday, August 27.

This extraordinary comedy by Chris-
topher Durang won not only the Tony but
also the prestigious Drama Critics Circle
Award and nominations for six other Tonys.
Critics have described the play as deliriously
funny, hugely entertaining, comedy raised to
the level of high art.

The three siblings in the play were
named by their parents for characters in the
plays of classic Russian playwright Anton
Chekhov. Brother and sister, Vanya and So-
nia, are living in the family home when sister
Masha, a glamorous successful actress, now

middle-aged, returns home with Spike, her
much younger, sexy new companion, and
announces plans to sell the house. House-
keeper Cassandra, who claims to see the
future and dabbles in voodoo, joins the
other two siblings in opposing the sale and
warns all against a nebulous someone or
something called Hootie Pie, as this first-
rate comedy continues with insights into
human nature and endless laughter.

HCP’ four-play season is listed on
its website, highlandscashiersplayers.org.
Season subscriptions are available on line
or by calling the box office, 828-526-8084.
Tickets for Vanya go on sale for season
subscribers Thursday and Friday, August
20 and 21, and for others starting Saturday,
August 22.

..LETTER continued from page 6

was the best year ever; she had learned a lot.

From being met each morning by Miss Gail at the front door and then going into the
new classroom to look at the displays and browse through the new books was a real treat.
Highlands has so many unique opportunities for kids and we count nature camp as a
must do every year. We are so fortunate to have the caliber of staff dedicated to guide our
children and grandchildren and to help them understand the unique nature of our area.
Thank you also to Sonya Carpenter for her guidance in the new program.

Cheryl & Ronnie Wood
Highlands, NC



Playhouse Artistic
Director brings
‘First Date’ to life

When Bill Patti moved to Rabun
County in 2009, the Highlands Playhouse
was the last thing on his mind. Having just
received his MFA in Acting from Kent State
University, and completing a acting contract
in a regional production of Peter Pan, he
was moving to take the position as theatre
teacher at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School.

“The intention was to become some
big, Broadway actor in New York, but fate
intervened,” he said. (Fate came in the
form of Brieanna Bailey, Patti’s longtime
girlfriend at the time).

Bricanna was beginning a very
successful choreography career and had
booked a year-long contract at a major
LORT theatre in the Northeast and Patti
had acting jobs lined up in Buffalo, NY and
in the middle of Kansas — and they were
feeling grim.

“We both had these strong career
paths, and were very successful. But we
got on the phone one night and realized
that all of it meant nothing if we couldn’t
be in the same part of the country, so we
made a pact to move someplace together,”
Patti said. He tried to find work near Bailey
in Connecticut, but was unsuccessful. Her

job was a great career builder, but it couldn’t
support the two of them.

Finally, through a teacher recruitment
agency Patti got a job offer from Rabun Gap.
“We weighed our options and decided it was
the best long-term fit for us. I accepted the
job, moved a week later, and Brieanna met
me a month after.”

While working at Rabun Gap, Patti
was introduced to Scott Allbee and Joanna
Baumrucker — two of the most influential

« See FIRST DATE page 14
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Saturday, August 15 | 1:00-4:00pm
489 Flat Mountain I{ﬂad
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This beautiful home will caplivate your heart and soul! It has a lush, tranquil seiting on a series of pnnds
and lakes with a small walerfall. Originally built in 194% remodeled in 2001 and 2012, This uxurious
home is all on one level with easy access to entire yard, The name of the home is "Spellbound.” which
says italll MLS# 82148, Offered for $1,395,000. DIRECTIONS: From Highlands head toward Cashiers
approximately 2 miles. Tum left on Flat Mountain Road. Home is on the right just past Cheney Lane.
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REALTY GROUP

A H!T‘l’-‘\l"é."?ﬂll LL COMPARY

Pam Nellis, erOKER
Cell: B28.787.1895

Office: 828.526.4663

Pamela nellis@yahoo.com
PO Box 2765 | 255 Main St
Highlands, MC 28741

www.LandmarkRG.com

PIZZA & ITALIAN
STREET FOOD AT

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

NEAPOLITAN PIZZAS
AUTHENTIC THIN CRUST PIZZAS WITH FRESH
HAND-CUT INGREDIENTS $11.95

CHOOSE CLASSICS LIKE:

RED MARGHERITA: FRESH MOZZARELLA, CRUSHED TOMATO &
FRESH BASIL

PANCETTA: PANCETTA, ROASTED RED PEPPERS, MUSHROOMS,
CRUSHED TOMATO & GRANDE MOZZARELLA

PROSCIUTTO ARUGULA:PROSCIUTTO DE PARMA, MUSHROOMS,
GARLIC INFUSED EVVO, PECORINO, & FRESH ARUGULA
TOSSED WITH EVVO

OR MODERN INTERPRETATIONS:

FIG & PIG: FIGS, PANCETTA, GRANDE MOZZARELLA, CRUSHED
TOMATO, GORGONZOLA, TOPPED WITH ARUGULA TOSSED IN
EVVO.

BBQ CILANTRO CHICKEN: PULLED CHICKEN, BBQ SAUCE,
GRANDE MOZZARELLA, RED & GREEN ONION, FRESH
CILANTRO.

...OR BUILD YOUR OWN.

N.Y. DECK OVEN PIZZAS
TO/INCH $10.95 /16 INCH $19.95

CHOOSE YOUR SAUCE:
ITALIAN RED TOMATO, ITALIAN WHITE CREAM, PESTO BASIL,
OR BARBECUE

CHOOSE UP TO 5 TOPPINGS:

PEPPERONI, ITALIAN SAUSAGE, GROUND BEEF, HAM, BACON,
CHICKEN, CARAMELIZED ONION, FRESH ONION, ROASTED
RED PEPPERS, GREEN PEPPERS, BANANA PEPPERS, OLIVES,
MUSHROOMS, PINEAPPLE, SPINACH, EGGPLANT, ARTICHOKE,
ANCHOVIES, GRANDE MOZZARELLA, GORGONZOLA,
PROVOLONE, FETA, AND PARMESAN

ITALIAN STREET FOOD $70.95

LEMON ROSEMARY SAUTEED CHICKEN, CRISPY CHICKEN
FRITTE, ITALIAN SAUSAGE OR MEDITERRANEAN STEAK

ADD YOUR SAUCE: POMODORO, PESTO BASIL, ITALIAN WHITE
CREAM, CREAMY PESTO

THEN IT’S ALL SAUTEED WITH FRESH ANGEL HAIR PASTA,
TOPPED WITH PARMAG/ANO & SERVED WITH FRESH BAKED
PIADINA

PIZZA AVAILABLE FROM 11AM UNTIL CLOSE
EVERY DAY

STORE HOURS: OPEN MON - SAT 7AM, SUNDAY 8AM

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC - 828.526.2400
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..FIRST DATE continued from page 13

Playhouse board members. They
asked Patti and Bailey if they were
interested in running the children’s
theatre camp in the summer of
2010. It happened to fit into their
schedule that summer, During
those two weeks in Highlands,
the couple fell in love with the
Playhouse. “There was something
about the people of Highlands
that inspired me. They really loved
their little theatre, and the work
was great. I just wanted to be a
small part of that,” Patti said.
The following summer Patti

came on as a Director and as the
Box Office Manager. He stayed
in that position for the following
summer and directed the hit show
DAMES AT SEA. Then the Artistic
Director position came open and
the board immediately approached
Patti. “I wanted it so bad. I had
so many ideas, and I wanted to
start implementing them,” Patti
admitted. He came to the board
with a season that really put the
Playhouse back on the map — they
did BUDDY HOLLY, THE 25"
ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY
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Save $50 on all 3 while supplies last!

At the Center for Plastic Surgery
209 Hospital Drive, Suite 202, Highlands, NC
828-526-3783 e Toll free: 877-526-3784
www.plasticsurgerytoday.com

SPELLING BEE, and ANNIE.
“I did something that the Artistic
Directors had not done for many
years, I listened to the community.
I tried to bring them theatre that
they wanted to see. They wanted
family friendly musicals and new,
edgy works.” That first season
was a huge success and built the
path for Patti’s following years in
Highlands, including this year’s hit
show FIRST DATE.

“FIRST DATE was a real
gamble for us,” Patti said, “Its new,
fresh, and really edgy.” Itis not the
type of show Highlands audiences
are used to seeing, but so far
audiences have fallen in love. “It

has really been a pleasant surprise.
We are trying to bring in new
audiences, and expose our regular
patrons to new work. People are
leaving the theatre saying it is the
funniest show they have ever seen
in Highlands. They are comparing
it to New York!”

Patti’s success in growing
the Playhouse has come with a
multitude of opportunities to
move on to other theatres. “We
have had a few opportunities
to branch out. There are have
been some great theatres, and
great financial possibilities for our
family. Every time we think about
leaving, though, we realize that

Therapy

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.
278 East Doyle St. » Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

e Dental Implants e Root Canal

e SINGLE VISIT CROWNS!

e Orthodontics including Invisalign
e Wisdom Teeth Extractions
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.
(1IV Sedation, too)

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

706-886-9439 ¢ 800-884-9439

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com
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“The Coolest Golf Course in Georgia”
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this area has our heart,” Patti
admitted.

Two years ago the Patti and
Bailey were blessed with twin
boys. They love their families at
Rabun Gap and in Highlands.
“We could not think of a better
place to raise our kids. The love
and support they get from this
community is amazing,”

The future is a bright at the
Playhouse, and Patti is excited
to be a part of it. “Scott Allbee
is a saint. He and the board
have given me the opportunities
to grow as an artist and be a
part of something really special.
Scott pushes me to work harder
and bring greater work to the
Playhouse stage,” Patti said
referring to the Playhouse Board
of Directors President. “With
supporters like the Winklers, the
Allbees, the Raffas, Old Edwards,
the Lupolis, the Drakes, Susie
Day, and Jerry Pair — and the list
could go on forever -there is very
little that we can not accomplish.
I hope the people of Highlands
are ready for the future, because
we are going to knock their socks
oft.”

Tickets for FIRST DATE
and all Highlands Playhouse
Productions can be purchased
by calling the Box Office at 828-
526-2695. Upcoming events are
listed on their website, www.
highlandsplayhouse.org.
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Highlands Village Square Art & Craft Show
August 29 & 30

30th in downtown Highlands, NC at the newly renovated K-H Founders Park on Pine
Street at N. 5th St. Sponsored by the Macon County Art Assn,, it features 65 artisans
with a variety of outstanding fine art and mountain-made crafts. The festival also features
demonstrations, food and live. And it is free! 10 to 5 both days. For more info call (828)
787-2021 or visit our facebook page. Furniture featured above is by Jesse Faircloth who
sells his work in Rusticks in Cashiers.

Upstairs and Across the Walkway @{
at “Falls on Main” Highlands (828) 526-3939
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G

- Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Vilardo

Stylists: Heather D. Escandon, Maggie Barden, Bri Field

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt

Hair # Nails ® Waxing ® Tanning e Eyelash Extensions e Walk-ins Welcome!

Color, Cuts, Up Do’s, Highlights, Massage, Facials, Manicures,
Pedicures, Reflexology, Personal Training

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday at 10a

Located behind Highlands Decorating Center
. Barnes on Highway 106 (The Dillard Rd.) NC LMBT #1429
= e T (828) 526-4192

Shrear Slevations 7

Color, Cuts, Highlights, Perms, Manicures, Pedicures,
Acrylics & Gel Enhancements, Up Do's and Facial Waxing

Call for an
appointment

 TODAY

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon; Stylist: Jane B. Earp;
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kristi Billingsley; Nail Tech: Katie Baker Passmore

828-526-9477 = 225 Spring Street, Highlands

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY

DINNERS-T10-G0
SUMMER MENU 2015

MON JAMES BEARD AWARD-WINNING CHEF, 533 95
LOUIS OSTEEN’S LOW COUNTRY ]
LOBSTER/SHRIMP BOIL FOR TWO SERVES
LOBSTER TAILS, WILD CAUGHT LARGE TWO
SHRIMP, RED BLISS POTATOES, SUMMER
CORN, HOUSE MADE SAUSAGE, ALL
STEEPED IN LOUIS'S PROPRIETARY SEA-
SONING. SERVED WITH DRAWN BUTTER
AND COCKTAIL SAUCE.

TUES 2 FRESH C?I\I,CEI'?EgFBFRhEl!AGSHI'E, GRILLED s23-95

WITH ROSEMARY INFUSED OLIV